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SENATE—Monday, October 6, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 3 and 5 seconds 
p.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr., a Senator 
from the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania. 


Еа 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The legislative clerk read the fol- 

lowing letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, October 6, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, section 3, of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr., 
a Senator from the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. CASEY thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


— 


RECESS UNTIL TUESDAY, 
OCTOBER 7, 2008, AT 11 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Tuesday, 
October 7, 2008, at 11 a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3 and 35 
seconds p.m., recessed until Tuesday, 
October 7, 2008, at 11 a.m. 
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October 7, 2008 


SENATE—Tuesday, October 7, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 11 and 3 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV, a Sen- 
ator from the State of West Virginia. 


--Á—— 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, October 7, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 
IV, a Senator from the State of West Vir- 
ginia, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. ROCKEFELLER thereupon as- 
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL FRIDAY, OCTOBER 
10, 2008, AT 11 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until 11 a.m., 
Friday, October 10, 2008. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11 and 36 
seconds a.m., recessed until Friday, Oc- 
tober 10, 2008, at 11 a.m. 
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SENATE-—Friday, October 10, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 11 and 4 seconds RECESS UNTIL TUESDAY, Senate stands in recess until Tuesday, 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, OCTOBER 14, 2008, A'T 12:30 P.M. October 14, 2008, at 12:30 p.m. 


ex was calle to order by he Hono mue ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem. _ Thereupon, the Sonate, at 1 and 14 
. , , rj А seconds a.m., recesse unti uesday, 
ator from the State of West Virginia, P076. Under the previous order, the б 14, 2008, at 12:30 p.m. 
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October 14, 2008 


SENATE-—Tuesday, October 14, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 12:29 and 51 sec- 
onds p.m., on the expiration of the re- 
cess, and was called to order by the 
Honorable MARY L. LANDRIEU, à Sen- 
ator from the State of Louisiana. 


EE 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, October 14, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARY L. LANDRIEU, a 
Senator from the State of Louisiana, to per- 
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Ms. LANDRIEU thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem- 
pore. 


Ee 


RECESS UNTIL THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 16, 2008, AT 10 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Thursday, 
October 16, 2008, at 10 a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:30 and 18 
seconds p.m., recessed until Thursday, 
October 16, 2008, at 10 a.m. 
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SENATE—Thursday, October 16, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 10 and 2 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able JACK REED, a Senator from the 
State of Rhode Island. 


SE 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, October 16, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, section 3, of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JACK REED, a Senator 
from the State of Rhode Island, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. REED thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL MONDAY, OCTOBER 
20, AT 3 P.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Monday, 
October 20, 2008, at 3 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 10 and 30 
seconds a.m., recessed until Monday, 
October 20, 2008, at 3 p.m. 
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October 20, 2008 


SENATE—Monday, October 20, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 3 and 5 seconds 
p.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able BERNARD SANDERS, a Senator from 
the State of Vermont. 


———— Á e — — 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The bill clerk read the following let- 
ter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, October 20, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BERNARD SANDERS, a 
Senator from the State of Vermont, to per- 
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. SANDERS thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem- 
pore. 


— €— e 


RECESS UNTIL THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 23, 2008, A'T 2 P.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Thursday, 
October 23, 2008, at 2 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3 and 35 
Seconds p.m., recessed until Thursday, 
October 28, 2008, at 2 p.m. 
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SENATE—Thursday, October 23, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 2 and 18 seconds 
p.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, a Senator 
from the State of Connecticut. 


Ee 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, October 23, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable CHRISTOPHER J. DODD, 
a Senator from the State of Connecticut, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. DODD thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL MONDAY, OCTOBER 
27, 2008, AT 9 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Monday, 
October 27, 2008, at 9 a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 2 and 47 
seconds p.m., recessed until Monday, 
October 27, 2008, at 9 a.m. 
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October 27, 2008 


SENATE—Monday, October 27, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 9 and 3 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, a Senator 
from the State of Rhode Island. 


EE 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The bill clerk read the following let- 
ter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, October 27, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, 
a Senator from the State of Rhode Island, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE thereupon as- 
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 30, 2008, AT 9:15 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until 9:15 a.m., 
on Thursday, October 30, 2008. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 9 and 31 
seconds a.m., recessed until Thursday, 
October 30, 2008, at 9:15 a.m. 
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SENATE—Thursday, October 30, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 9:15 a.m., on the 
expiration of the recess, and was called 
to order by the Acting President pro 
tempore (Mr. WHITEHOUSE). 


a 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 


U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, October 30, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, Section 3, of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable SHELDON WHITEHOUSE, 
a Senator from the State of Rhode Island, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE thereupon as- 
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 


RECESS UNTIL 10 A.M., MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 3, 2008 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until 10 a.m., 
Monday, November 3, 2008. 


Thereupon, the Senate, at 9:15 and 8 
seconds a.m., recessed until Monday, 
November 8, 2008, at 10 a.m. 
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November 3, 2008 


SENATE—Monday, November 3, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 10 and 14 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, à Senator 
from the State of Maryland. 


— 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The bill clerk read the following let- 
ter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 3, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
a Senator from the State of Maryland, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. CARDIN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


e 


RECESS UNTIL THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 6, 2008 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until 11 a.m., 
Thursday, November 6, 2008. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 10 and 41 
seconds a.m., recessed until Thursday, 
November 6, 2008, at 11 a.m. 
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SENATE—Thursday, November 6, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 11 and 1 second 
a.m. and was called to order by the 
Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, a Sen- 
ator from the State of Maryland. 


a 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 6, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of Rule I, Section 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
a Senator from the State of Maryland, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. CARDIN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL 1 P.M., MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 10, 2008 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until Monday, November 10, 
2008, at 1 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11 and 8 
seconds a.m., recessed until Monday, 
November 10, 2008, at 1 p.m. 
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November 10, 2008 


SENATE—Monday, November 10, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 1 p.m., on the ex- 
piration of the recess, and was called to 
order by the Honorable ROBERT P. 
CASEY, Jr., a Senator from the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania. 


ae É 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore [Mr. BYRD]. 


The bill clerk read the following let- 
ter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 10, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable ROBERT P. CASEY, Jr., 
a Senator from the Commonwealth of Penn- 
sylvania, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. CASEY thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL 3 P.M., THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 13, 2008 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until 3 p.m., 
Thursday, November 13, 2008, 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 1 and 33 
seconds p.m., recessed until Thursday, 
November 13, 2008, at 3 p.m. 
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SENATE—Thursday, November 13, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met at 3 and 15 seconds 
p.m., and was called to order by the 
Honorable BERNARD SANDERS, a Sen- 
ator from the State of Vermont. 


—— Ó— 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 


U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 13, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BERNARD SANDERS, a 
Senator from the State of Vermont, to per- 
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. SANDERS thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem- 
pore. 


RECESS UNTIL MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER 17, 2008 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Monday, 
November 17, 2008, at 12 noon. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 3 and 41 


seconds p.m., recessed until Monday, 
November 17, 2008, at 12 noon. 
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SENATE—Monday, November 17, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, September 17, 2008) 


The Senate met, on the expiration of 
the recess, at 12 noon and was called to 
order by the Honorable JON TESTER, à 
Senator from the State of Montana. 


PRAYER 


The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of- 
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 

O God of new beginnings, as our Na- 
tion greets the dawn of fresh opportu- 
nities and daunting challenges, inspire 
the Members of this body to trust Your 
Sovereignty. May they remember the 
words of the 75th Psalm, declaring that 
You place leaders in positions of au- 
thority. 

As we pray for our outgoing and in- 
coming Senators, help them to place 
their ultimate trust in You, the author 
and finisher of destinies. 

Today we also pray for our Govern- 
ment's executive branch. Sustain our 
President in the remaining days of his 
administration. Sustain also the Presi- 
dent-elect, Barack Obama. Give him 
the integrity of Joseph, the faith of 
Moses, and the wisdom of Solomon. 
Prepare him to mobilize the branches 
of our Government toward shared ob- 
jectives that honor Your name. Amen. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The Honorable JON TESTER led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 17, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen- 
ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the 

chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The majority leader is recog- 
nized. 


ORDER FOR MORNING BUSINESS 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
my remarks and the remarks of Sen- 
ator MCCONNELL, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the Senate proceed to a pe- 
riod of morning business with Senators 
allowed to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


-Á—_ 


SCHEDULE 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I, of course, 
welcome everyone back for what we 
hope to be a short period of time before 
Thanksgiving. We, of course, have com- 
pleted this election. We still have three 
Senate contests where we are waiting 
to get the results. One of them should 
be decided in the next few days, the one 
in Alaska; the one in Georgia will be 
decided on December 2; and the one in 
Minnesota will take, I am told, a 
month or 6 weeks. In that race they 
have 3 million hand ballots, and Min- 
nesota is going to count every one of 
them. So that is going to take a while. 

In the summer of 1858, à young State 
legislator from Illinois accepted his 
party's nomination for the Senate with 
a timeless speech that echoed from 
coast to coast. That speech has been 
recited many times. He said: 

“A house divided against itself cannot 
stand." .. . I do not expect the Union to be 
dissolved—I do not expect the house to fall— 
but I do expect it will cease to be divided. 

That is what he said. One hundred 
fifty years later, a young Senator from 
the land of Lincoln stood on the very 
same steps on which Abraham Lincoln 
stood to announce his pursuit of his 
party's nomination for President by 
calling upon our country to not just 
believe in his ability to change Wash- 
ington but to believe in what we can do 
together if we set aside what divides us 
and embrace a common purpose. 

Over the past 21 months, Barack 
Obama has had à message of hope much 
like Abraham Lincoln’s which has 
Spread across this country like a tidal 
wave. Two weeks ago tomorrow—it 
seems like a long time ago; it was less 
than 2 weeks ago, Mr. President— 
Americans waited on lines that 


stretched for blocks to answer Senator 
Obama’s call to cast their vote for 
change. 

Yesterday, Barack Obama officially 
ended his term in the Senate and trad- 
ed up to a new title: President-elect of 
the United States. It has been a pleas- 
ure to get to know this fine young man 
and work with his remarkable intellect 
during his short tenure in the Senate. 
His presence in these Halls and on the 
Senate floor will be missed. But the 
Senate’s loss is America’s gain. I look 
forward to working with President- 
elect Obama, as we all do, as he con- 
cludes one chapter and begins another 
in his life. But, as no one knows better 
than the President-elect, our joy in his 
election is tempered by a sober realiza- 
tion of the challenges, great and grave, 
that lie ahead. 

In the 6 weeks since we have been 
gone, our economic crisis has deepened. 
We have seen numerous bankruptcies, 
hundreds and hundreds of thousands of 
jobs lost, consumer confidence plum- 
met, and unemployment go up to 6.5 
percent. Major companies and some 
minor companies have gone bankrupt, 
such as Mrs. Fields cookies, one of my 
favorite places to go in a busy mall in 
Las Vegas—because nearly every mall 
you go to has declared bankruptcy. 
That is only one example. 

This morning we learned that 
Citigroup intends to cut an additional 
50,000 jobs. They have already cut 
20,000. We are seeing a potential melt- 
down in the auto industry, with con- 
sequences that could impact directly 
upon millions of American workers and 
cause further devastation to our econ- 
omy. If ever there were a time for 
working together, this is it. Senators 
have a choice to make. We can wait 
until January when we have a new Con- 
gress and a new President or we can 
start trying to work on some of these 
problems now. If we work together in 
the coming days, perhaps we can begin 
delivering solutions for the American 


people. 
Today we will introduce a com- 
prehensive economic stimulus plan 


worked out with the Appropriations, 
Finance, and Agriculture Committees. 
This legislation will invest in infra- 
structure to create jobs, extend unem- 
ployment insurance for those who are 
out of work, provide food stamps to 
help those struggling families make 
ends meet, and provide State fiscal re- 
lief to prevent States from being forced 
to cut services and raise taxes. There 
are other things in it, and I need not go 
through all of that. It is a package of 
some $100 billion. 
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We also put in aid for the ailing U.S. 
auto industry. The Treasury Depart- 
ment has acknowledged they could pro- 
vide the auto companies the temporary 
assistance to keep automakers solvent 
by taking money out of the $700 billion 
we have already provided to the Treas- 
ury Department. But the Secretary of 
the Treasury said he chooses not to do 
that because all it would take is one 
Stroke of a pen, and that problem 
would be solved. 

We also know that Federal Reserve 
Chairman Bernanke has authority to 
provide funds to the automobile indus- 
try, but thus far neither the Treasury 
Department nor the Federal Reserve 
has done so, and from what we have 
heard, they have no intention of doing 
So in the near future. But this week we 
can, Congress can, if we move forward, 
protect and create American jobs, help 
working families, and prevent our 
economy from falling even further into 
recession. In the event there is objec- 
tion to passing this important legisla- 
tion, we will have an opportunity to 
vote on а second piece of legislation 
that consists solely of unemployment 
insurance and relief for the auto indus- 
try and the auto industry's workforce. 
So we have the big stimulus package. If 
we can't get that, then we will move to 
the unemployment compensation ex- 
tension together with the auto bailout. 

I ask my colleagues to show the 
American people in the face of tremen- 
dous economic pain and uncertainty we 
will not have to wait until January. 

On another matter, Senator BENNETT 
and I have made a decision that rather 
than move forward on the lands pack- 
age, which is hundreds of bills that are 
So important to a lot of people, a lot of 
Senators, and certainly a lot of people 
around the country, we are better off 
waiting until we come back in Janu- 
ary. Senator BENNETT and I believe we 
wil have more votes then. It will be 
easier to do it at that time. 

But one of the first things we are 
going to do is, there will be а bipar- 
tisan piece of legislation introduced 
that will include all the stuff that has 
been held up these past 2 years, the so- 
called lands bills. That will be the first 
or second thing we do when we come 
back in January. We will move forward 
on that package by using rule XIV. I 
think that serves everyone's interests. 
We have been told that if we bring it up 
today there would be a requirement to 
read that bill. It would take more than 
24 hours to do that. It is obvious that 
likely there would not be the votes for 
that. 

So, as I said, Senator BENNETT and I 
believe that is the best way to proceed, 
and I am convinced that is right. I have 
Spoken to other people here who are 
very interested in this, Senator SALA- 
ZAR апа others who believe this was so 
important to get done, but I think dis- 
cretion is the better part of valor and 
I alert everyone we will do this when 
we get back. 
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So I look forward to this week. We 
have these bright new Senators com- 
ing. In just à few minutes I will meet 
the new Senator from Idaho, whom I 
have not met. I have heard such good 
things about him. He has a remarkable 
record. He served as a Governor of the 
State of Idaho and then Lieutenant 
Governor of the State of Idaho and now 
is the new Senator replacing Senator 
CRAIG. 

I had the opportunity to meet with 
Secretary Johanns, the new Senator- 
elect from Nebraska. What an out- 
standing person he is. I am sure he will 
be а great addition to the Senate. And 
I have had an opportunity to meet 
some of the Democrats who are coming 
in. 

I think this is an opportunity for us 
to become closer as a Senate family. I 
certainly hope we can do that. I hope 
we can look forward to working to- 
gether, not as partisans but as public 
servants, all devoted to delivering the 
change this country needs and these 
difficult times demand. 

For me personally, I think this is 
also a time not to look back. This has 
been a very difficult 2 years that will 
end come January 1. The Senate was 
evenly divided. I mean, how much more 
evenly divided could it be, with TIM 
JOHNSON taking ill and the fact that he 
was not here, able to operate. So we 
had à Senate where we didn't have а 
majority. There were other things that 
came up where we as the majority 
didn't have à majority. 

But there is no need to look back; we 
need to look forward. There were rea- 
sons for everyone doing what they did. 
We can let the historians write about 
what took place in the past. Let's look 
forward to what we can talk about as à 
better future for our country. With the 
margin coming in January not being as 
close as it has been, I want everyone 
within the sound of my voice to know 
that we don't know how these three 
Senate races are going to come out. 
They are still counting the votes. We 
don't know what our majority is going 
to be. But whatever it is, if it is what 
it now appears to be or we pick up one 
of the Senate seats or two of them or 
all of them or whatever it is, I make à 
commitment to everyone that the only 
way we can succeed is by working to- 
gether. 

Everyone realizes the House of Rep- 
resentatives has different rules than we 
have. They can push things through be- 
cause they have a majority. Perhaps 
we can push through some things be- 
cause we have а majority, but I don't 
want to do that. I want to pass things 
because it is good for the country and 
we do it on а bipartisan basis. We need 
to work together. 

We have Senators of goodwill who are 
willing to set aside their partisan dif- 
ferences and move forward. That is 
what we need to do. I have said many 
times, if we are able to accomplish 
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things here there is credit to go around 
to every Senator. But if we continue to 
fail in our accomplishments, there is 
blame to go around for everyone. 

I hope we all look forward to the 
coming year, one of hope and necessity 
to change things because we obviously 
have a big hole, and we have to try to 
find our way out of it. The best way to 
do that is to have 100 people working in 
the same way. 


EE 


RECOGNITION OF THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Republican leader is recog- 
nized. 


EE 
SENATE GOALS 


Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 
first, I would like to congratulate 
President-elect Obama on his victory. 
It is a rare honor for the Senate to 
send one of its own to the White House. 
In fact, I think it has only happened 
two other times, Warren G. Harding 
and John F. Kennedy, who went di- 
rectly from the Senate to the White 
House. Regardless of party, every one 
of us, Iam sure, feels a certain institu- 
tional pride in the event. 

I called the new President shortly 
after his victory to offer my congratu- 
lations, and he was gracious in con- 
gratulating me on my own victory 
when he returned the call. As it hap- 
pened, when he returned the call, I was 
grocery shopping in the local Kroger 
and enjoying the people passing by say- 
ing ‘‘Congratulations.”’ 

There I was in front of the cereal 
talking to the new President on my 
cell phone. What I told him was we 
would all be here to work with him 
once he takes office. I think both of us 
are eager to confront the challenges 
ahead. I told him he can expect co- 
operation on the confirmation of quali- 
fied nominees to key Cabinet posts. 
Faced with two wars overseas and a 
complex financial crisis at home, the 
American people should not have to 
worry about a power vacuum at places 
such as the Pentagon, the State De- 
partment, Treasury or the Department 
of Homeland Security. 

Now, history offers a fairly clear 
path to success or failure for new 
Presidents. It is there for every new 
President who comes in to observe. The 
path I have discussed with the Presi- 
dent-elect is one that can lead to suc- 
cess. AS I see it, we face a simple 
choice: We can either work together to 
confront the big issues, the big issues 
of the day that neither party is willing 
to tackle on its own or the majority 
can instead focus on narrow partisan 
issues that appeal to a tiny sliver of 
the populace but which lack the sup- 
port of the American mainstream. 

In my view, the choice is rather sim- 
ple, but the work that follows will not 
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be. So I hope President-elect Obama 
will go after the big things and go after 
them early. If he does, our chances of 
achieving a positive result for the 
American people will be greatly in- 
creased. 

We can start with some of the things 
President-elect Obama spoke about on 
the campaign trail, such as cutting 
Spending, paying down the national 
debt, providing speedy tax relief, com- 
mitting to a long-term strategy for en- 
ergy independence, and reining in our 
out-of-control entitlement spending 
that threatens to consume 70 percent 
of the Federal budget in 9 years. Let 
me say that again: Our out-of-control 
entitlement spending will consume "70 
percent of the Federal budget in 9 
years. 

These are the challenges on which 
Senator Obama campaigned. They also 
happen to be issues upon which Repub- 
licans and Democrats should be able to 
reach some agreement. The American 
people are looking to us to resolve 
these issues, and Senate Republicans 
are eager to get that work done. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The majority leader is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, let me say 
through the Chair to my distinguished 
counterpart, congratulations on your 
victory. As George Will, the esteemed 
columnist, wrote over the weekend, he 
compared your victory to Henry Clay, 
and I know the Senator is from the 
State of Kentucky. So I congratulate 
you on years of hard work. 

Mr. McCONNELL. I thank my friend, 
the majority leader. 


——— € — 


RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 


SE 


MORNING BUSINESS 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business, with Senators per- 
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk the will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


a 


OHIO’S VETERANS 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, Ohio is 
home to more than 1 million veterans, 
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dedicated men and women who have 
served in every branch of our Nation’s 
Armed Forces and every major conflict 
in the modern era. They have served to 
keep our freedoms, so our Nation could 
remain secure. Ohioans have a long- 
standing tradition of service to our 
country. Ohio's veterans include Presi- 
dents and generals, from Grant to 
Sherman, and pioneers of American ad- 
vancement, such as Neil Armstrong, 
John Glenn, and James Lovell. 

But for every well-known American 
veteran, there are, of course, many 
more heroes who have quietly served 
this Nation and my State of Ohio with 
honor and distinction. 

As our Nation looks forward to the 
return of our loved ones from the bat- 
tlefield, all of us remember the tremen- 
dous contributions our veterans have 
made to Ohio and to our country. We 
are humbled by their patriotism and 
their bravery. 

On Veterans Day and every day, it is 
my honor to thank Ohio veterans and 
their families for their service to our 
great State and our great Nation. 

The Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame was 
created in 1992 to recognize the life- 
time contributions of veterans, not 
just those who serve their country in 
the Armed Forces but also those who 
continue to give back since they left 
the service. I honor, congratulate, and 
salute all of them. 

The Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame 
Class of 2008 is made up of several men 
and women whose stories I would like 
to briefly tell. 

Samuel Arnold, from Butler County, 
is а U.S. Army veteran, Vietnam war. 
Arnold is а member of the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 4369 board of trust- 
ees and provides dentistry to veterans 
who reside at Joseph House at little or 
no cost. 

Paul Baldridge, Jr., from Franklin 
County, is a U.S. Navy veteran. 
Baldridge has served in а number of 
veterans organizations, including the 
Navy League of the United States, 
where he has held positions as State 
president, national director, and vice 
president. 

Oscar Decker, Jr., from Union Coun- 
ty, is a U.S. Army veteran, Army Na- 
tional Guard and Army Reserve in 
World War II and Vietnam. Decker or- 
ganized the Union County Military 
Family Support Group in 2003 and was 
awarded the Legion of Honor Award 
from the Chapel of the Four Chaplains 
and the American Legion of Merit. 

Rebecca Eden, a registered nurse 
from Cuyahoga County, is a U.S. Army 
Nurse Corps veteran, World War II. 
Eden is a lifetime member of Gold Star 
Wives and AMVETS. She was presented 
with the Veterans Affairs Commenda- 
tion given by the Ohio Veterans Com- 
mission for helping veterans pursue 
educational goals in 1982. 

Eugene Fitzthum, from Erie County, 
is à U.S. Army veteran, World War II. 
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Fitzthum was presented the John L. 
Smith AMVET of the Year Award for 
all his volunteer work for AMVETS 
Post 17 in 2008 and Volunteer of the 
Year from the Ohio Veterans Home in 
2006. 

Nada Fleming, a registered nurse 
from Cuyahoga County, is a U.S. Navy 
veteran, Desert Shield/Desert Storm. 
Fleming is à past commander of Seven 
Hills VFW Post 7609 and was appointed 
as National VFW Nurse of the Year for 
2006-2007. 

Robert Haas, from Stark County, is a 
U.S. Army veteran, Korean war. Haas 
served as the volunteer liaison officer 
for the U.S. Military Academy, West 
Point, for the past 29 years. He is a 
founding member and past president of 
the Greater Cleveland Chapter of the 
Korean War Veterans Association No. 
69. 

Dale Huffman, from Montgomery 
County, is a U.S. Army veteran. His 
public broadcasting skills have helped 
to energize veteran advocacy, and he 
was inducted into Dayton’s Walk of 
Fame on September 25, 2008. 

Charles Ianni, deceased, was from 
Cuyahoga County, U.S. Army veteran, 
World War II. Ianni was named Veteran 
of the Year by Cuyahoga County and 
was a charter member of the John 
Towle Chapter of the 82nd Airborne Di- 
vision Association, Special Forces 
Chapter. 

James Johnson, from Franklin Coun- 
ty, is a U.S. Air Force veteran. John- 
son was awarded the AFCRC Certifi- 
cate of Recognition for his contribu- 
tion, support, and distinguished service 
to his community, especially in the 
area of veterans affairs in 2007. 

Jack M. Kennedy, from Franklin 
County, is a U.S. Navy veteran, Viet- 
nam war. Kennedy has served in the 
Navy League of the United States, 
where he has held various positions, in- 
cluding Navy League council president. 
He is a lifetime member of the Military 
Officers Association of America. 

Margaret Kruckemeyer, a nurse, 
from Green County, is a U.S. Army vet- 
eran. Kruckemeyer is the president of 
the American Veterans Heritage Com- 
mission and is past national board 
member on the Nurses Organization of 
Veterans Affairs Foundation. 

Samuel Lanza, from Trumbull Coun- 
ty, is а U.S. Marine Corps veteran, 
World War II. Lanza was appointed to 
the Trumbull County Veterans Service 
Commission in 1997. He is a past State 
commander for the Disabled American 
Veterans. 

Gregory Lashutka, from Franklin 
County, is а U.S. Navy veteran. 
Lashutka is the former mayor of the 
city of Columbus and was selected as 
Municipal Leader of the Year in 1993. 
He has maintained continuous mem- 
bership in the Columbus Chapter of the 
Navy League and has provided support, 
counsel, and advice to individual vet- 
erans and veterans groups. 
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Erwin Morse, from Clark County, is à 
U.S. Air Force veteran. Morse retired 
from the U.S. Air Force and went to 
work at the Dayton Veterans Adminis- 
tration Medical Center. He is the 
founder of the Honor Flight Network 
which raises funds and collaborates 
with a number of organizations to pro- 
vide an opportunity for our Nation's 
World War II and terminally ill vet- 
erans from around the country to expe- 
rience the National World War II Me- 
morial in Washington, DC. 

Stanley Pace, from Cuyahoga Coun- 
ty, is a U.S. Air Force veteran, World 
War II. Pace has been active in the Boy 
Scouts of America since 1958 and was 
awarded the Silver Beaver and the Sil- 
ver Antelope for his service. He is also 
active in the United Way of Cleveland 
and served as chairman of the annual 
United Way fund drive. 

Elva Pounders, from Summit County, 
is а U.S. Marine Corps veteran, Viet- 
nam war. Pounder is vice chairman for 
the Governor's Advisory Committee on 
Women Veterans and was awarded the 
500 Hour Award for her extraordinary 
volunteer efforts at Brecksvile VA 
Medical Center in 2006. 

Tony Sustarsic, Cuyahoga County, is 
а U.S. Army veteran, World War II. 
Sustarsic is the founder, past presi- 
dent, and lifetime member of Euclid 
Veterans Club. He is also a fundraiser 
for the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
1056 and American Legion Post 343. 

William Willoughby, Jr., from Lake 
County, is a U.S. Army veteran, Viet- 
nam war. Willoughby is à U.S. Military 
Academy admissions coordinator and 
Serves on the Veterans Issues Com- 
mittee. He was very helpful to me in 
Selecting young men and women for 
West Point, for the U.S. Military Acad- 
ету, when I was а Member of the 
House of Representatives. 

Herman Zerger, a long-time friend of 
mine, is from Monroe County, U.S. 
Army veteran, with service in World 
War II and а prisoner of war. Zerger 
was one of the founding charter mem- 
bers of the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 5308. He is an active participant in 
Ohio No. 1, American Ex-Prisoner of 
War. 

As a Member of the Senate Veterans 
Committee, on which I serve with the 
Presiding Officer from Montana, my 
colleague, Senator TESTER, it has been 
my privilege to hear from Ohio vet- 
erans across the State about what mat- 
ters most to them. Those discussions 
with veterans at roundtables and hear- 
ings in Ohio reinforce my profound re- 
Spect for our veterans. 

It is our duty as Members of Congress 
to do all we can to provide the services 
they have earned and deserved. I look 
forward to working with veterans and 
their families in the coming years to 
ensure that Ohio veterans’ voices are 
heard in Washington. 

We made major progress last year. 
Senator TESTER, Senator WEBB, Sen- 
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ator SANDERS—many of us on the Vet- 
erans Affairs Committee—Senator 
MURRAY and others, and, of course, 
Chairman AKAKA, made major gains in 
health and education benefits for vet- 
erans with the new GI bill—the most 
important benefits granted, the largest 
amount of benefits granted since the 
original GI bill several decades ago. I 
am appreciative of the work of my col- 
leagues on that issue. 


— сы ——— 


EXTENSION OF UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, when I 
think about the debate over extending 
unemployment insurance, some ques- 
tions come to mind. 

Does anyone in Congress want more 
American families to lose their homes? 

Does anyone in Congress want more 
American children to go to bed hun- 
gry? 

Does anyone in the House or Senate 
want more American families to stop 
paying their heating bills, to delay 
their credit card payments, to skip out 
on their health care bills? 

Does anybody in the House or Senate 
want consumer spending to slow even 
further, dragging our economy from re- 
cession to something even worse? 

Assuming the answer to any of these 
questions is no, then voting to extend 
unemployment insurance for current 
job seekers should not be a fight, it 
Should be a formality. 

This Chamber approved a massive 
bailout of the financial industry, not 
because investment bankers might 
have to forsake that second or third 
Mercedes, not because Wall Street bo- 
nuses might drop from eight figures to 
seven figures. We approved that bailout 
because when credit markets freeze, 
businesses cannot get working capital, 
and when businesses cannot get work- 
ing capital, Americans lose jobs, and 
when Americans lose jobs, their fami- 
lies suffer, their communities suffer, 
and our Nation suffers. 

It all comes down to Main Street 
Americans who want to work, who 
want to pay their bills, who want to 
take care of their families; their well- 
being is tied to the well-being of our 
economy and our Nation. Unemploy- 
ment insurance is the mechanism by 
which Americans looking for jobs but 
who have lost their jobs can sustain 
their families, can keep their financial 
commitments, can afford the tools 
needed to find a new job. 

I have heard too many cases where 
people could not even fill their gas 
tanks to go out searching for jobs, par- 
ticularly in rural northwest and rural 
Southeast Ohio. 

Extending unemployment insurance 
is key to getting the economy going. It 
injects dollars into the economy and 
helps people meet their obligations, 
raise their kids, and do what they need 
to do in the community. It is one of the 
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most important and immediate ways to 
stimulate the economy. 

Relief for financial institutions was 
intended to prevent massive job loss, to 
Stabilize the economy, to stem fore- 
closures. Extending unemployment in- 
Surance is intended to promote job 
growth, to stabilize the economy, and 
to stem foreclosures. It is the smart 
thing to do. It is the right thing to do. 
It holds one important advantage over 
the financial bailout. The people who 
benefit directly from an extension of 
unemployment compensation, from an 
extension of unemployment insurance, 
live on Main Street, with not a single 
Wall Street CEO in sight. 

I yield the floor. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from California. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. I thank the Chair. 

(The remarks of Mrs. FEINSTEIN per- 
taining to the introduction of S. 3685 
are printed in today's RECORD under 
“Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.” ) 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


ES 


ECONOMIC AID TO THE 
AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 


Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition to comment on two 
issues relating to our current economic 
problems which are so widespread in 
our country. One is the proposed eco- 
nomic aid to the automobile manufac- 
turers and the second is the proposed 
assistance to people who are threat- 
ened with foreclosure. 

The suggestion has been made that 
there should be very substantial Fed- 
eral economic aid to the automobile 
manufacturers, focusing at the mo- 
ment on General Motors. I am prepared 
to consider that issue providing we 
have a factual and evidentiary basis 
which would warrant such economic 
aid, with an analysis of the current fi- 
nancial situation of General Motors, 
with an analysis of what the proposals 
are to assist General Motors in a way 
which would be realistically calculated 
to keep General Motors in operation, 
and with an evidentiary base to show 
that there is not some preferable alter- 
native with respect to letting the mar- 
ket take its course. 

It seems to me indispensable that if 
Congress is to undertake that kind of 
analysis that there is going to have to 
be regular order followed as to how we 
legislate in this body. And that was not 
done on the recent $700 billion proposal 
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which was passed by the Congress last 
month. Our regular order requires that 
there be а legislative proposal, a bill 
written down which can be read, stud- 
ied, and analyzed. After there is a bill, 
to have hearings with the appropriate 
committee and to hear proponents of 
the plan and to hear opponents of the 
plan and then to have in regular order 
а, committee markup where the mem- 
bers of the committee sit down—in this 
case the Banking Committee, which 
has jurisdiction—look over the bill and 
then mark it up—that is goes over the 
bill line by line. Then a report is writ- 
ten. The report comes to the full mem- 
bership, the Senate has debate, amend- 
ments may be offered, and then the 
Senate works its will on passing a bill, 
if the Senate chooses to do so. 

A similar proceeding occurs in the 
House of Representatives, and then 
there is а conference with Members of 
the two bodies coming together for а 
presentation to the President, who 
then has ideas maybe involved in the 
legislative process, and he signs or ve- 
toes. 

Regrettably, that was not done dur- 
ing the passage of the $700 billion eco- 
nomic aid proposal, and it was not 
done, I submit, much to the disadvan- 
tage of the country. When this issue 
was under consideration, I wrote to the 
majority leader and the Republican 
leader by а letter dated September 21 
urging that we not rush to judgment; 
saying that we ought to follow regular 
order in the way we handle this mat- 
ter. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent to have inserted in the RECORD а 
copy of this letter following my re- 
marks. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

(See exhibit 1.) 

Mr. SPECTER. On September 23, I 
wrote to Secretary of the Treasury 
Paulson and the Chairman of the Fed- 
eral Reserve Ben Bernanke raising 
quite a number of issues looking to 
what the merits of the proposal were. 
On September 27, I wrote again to Sec- 
retary Paulson, Chairman Bernanke, 
also again to the leaders of the House 
and Senate, and also to the key mem- 
bers of the committee raising a series 
of questions. I have yet to receive an 
answer to any of these letters. 

On September 29, I was informed that 
we would have a session after the 
House of Representatives defeated the 
proposal, which was a surprise; that 
there would be a session on Wednesday, 
October 1, at 7:30 in the evening, and 
the Senate was then confronted with a 
proposition to either take it or leave 
it. No amendments could be offered. By 
this time, the original proposal had ex- 
panded from 4 pages, which Secretary 
Paulson had initially submitted, and it 
had expanded to more than 100 pages, 
then to more than 400 pages. It was un- 
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known generally that there was a good 
bit in the legislative proposal of what 
we refer to as grants or pork, which 
turned out to be very, very embar- 
rassing. But faced with that kind of an 
emergency situation, my vote was cast 
in the affirmative. 

The vote was 474 to 25, a very heavy 
margin in support of the legislation, 
and it was a rush to judgment, without 
following regular order and without 
considering so many of the critical 
issues which should have been taken up 
in the regular course of Senate busi- 
ness. 

I traveled my State during the course 
of the month of October, as it is my 
custom to touch each of Pennsylva- 
nia’s 67 counties each year, and the 
number one item on the agenda was 
the $700 billion economic aid program. 
And candidly, the temperature of my 
constituents was boiling—212 degrees 
Fahrenheit—and the thermometer was 
broken. I see the distinguished Senator 
from Maryland, Senator MIKULSKI, 
nodding in the affirmative that that 
was the situation in her State as well. 
Now we are asked to have economic aid 
for General Motors. There has been a 
figure of some $25 billion which is 
talked about. I am prepared to consider 
that, but only if there is an under- 
standing of what are the facts, what is 
the evidence; is there a factual and evi- 
dentiary base for Congress to do this? 

I am told informally that it takes $11 
to $14 billion in cash to operate Gen- 
eral Motors. 

But they now have $16.2 billion. They 
have $50 billion in bonds that are per- 
haps worth in the range of $20 billion 
or a little more in the market that 
yield 9 percent in interest. On the mar- 
ket value, that would put their bor- 
rowing somewhere over 20 percent. The 
question comes to my mind: Isn’t that 
expensive? Couldn’t that be modified? 
But I have yet to see any semblance of 
a plan for General Motors to become 
viable. What are the prospects? 

General Motors and the automobile 
industry generally—the industry has 
been on notice for a long time that 
they were in a very difficult competi- 
tive situation; that the standards on 
gas mileage were about to be imposed 
and were imposed in legislation last 
year. What have they done? 

We have been told it is not advisable 
to consider chapter 11 proceedings 
under bankruptcy. But we know that 
Continental and U.S. Air have gone 
through that. 

We are told that the warranties 
would not be sustainable and that peo- 
ple would lose confidence. There may 
be ways to address that kind of issue 
with a fund set up for warranties to be 
funded. 

All of these are questions which, it 
seems to me, need to be answered. 
When we were informed through a vari- 
ety of sources that we would be in a 
lame duck session starting today, there 
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was a projection for a Senate vote on 
Wednesday. I wrote to Senator REID 
and Senator MCCONNELL, a letter very 
similar to the one I wrote on Sep- 
tember 21, urging that we not rush to 
judgment and asking that there be con- 
sideration of a great many of these 
issues if we were to make some sensible 
determination as to financial aid to the 
automobile industry. I sent copies of 
this letter, again, to Treasury Sec- 
retary Paulson and to Federal Reserve 
Chairman Bernanke, and also to the 
chief executive officers of General Mo- 
tors, Ford, and Chrysler. 

I ask unanimous consent that copies 
of these letters be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, September 23, 2008. 
HENRY M. PAULSON, Jr., 
Secretary of the Treasury, Department of the 
Treasury, Washington, DC. 
BEN S. BERNANKE, 
Chairman of the Board of Governors, Federal 
Reserve System, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SECRETARY PAULSON AND CHAIRMAN 
BERNANKE: I write to you because I am in the 
process of deciding how to vote on legisla- 
tion to deal with the economic crisis. I agree 
that there is need for federal action; but I 
am concerned that we not rush to judgment 
without giving sufficient attention to the 
many complex issues which are involved. 

At the outset, the, or a, precipitating 
cause was the fact that hundreds of thou- 
sands of people, perhaps as many as five mil- 
lion, faced an inability to make their mort- 
gage payments and eviction from their 
homes. These mortgages were ‘‘securitized,”’ 
divided up and sold in packages to many peo- 
ple or entities. As а result, it was not always 
clear who had the authority to adjust these 
mortgages, and when it was clear, adjust- 
ments were not made quickly enough. Last 
November, Senator Durbin introduced S. 2136 
and I introduced S. 2183 to give the bank- 
ruptcy courts authority to revise home- 
owners' financial obligations. Keeping people 
in their homes should be a, if not the, funda- 
mental object of congressional action. 

After assisting homeowners, a decision 
Should then be made as to what additional 
federal aid is necessary to unclog the lending 
pipelines and restore confidence and stabilize 
the economy. I am very skeptical about 
granting authority to spend $700 billion on 
other aid without standards as to who should 
get the funds and à requirement that there 
be demonstrated necessity that such addi- 
tional expenditures are indispensable to sta- 
bilizing the economy. 

Then there is the question of oversight and 
regulation. Obviously, there must be over- 
sight and some regulation to prevent a re- 
currence. As I see it, the regulation must be 
calibrated to those objectives and not go too 
far. Vigorous enforcement of our laws to pre- 
vent market manipulation, as well as added 
transparency, should be a priority. 

I hear tremendous resentment from my 
constituents on this matter. In a free enter- 
prise society, entrepreneurs may undertake 
whatever risks they choose to secure big 
profits, but when there are losses, they 
should not turn to the government for a bail- 
out which puts the burden on the taxpayers. 
The firms/corporations and their executives 
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who created the crisis should not profit from 
a federal bailout. If it is not already a part 
of your proposal, you should consider struc- 
turing the funding in à way that gives the 
Government a preferred creditor position 
and а share in ultimate profits, rather than 
simply buying up debt which has declined in 
value. And any aid should be conditioned on 
the elimination of golden parachutes or 
large compensation packages. 

Also, I am concerned about reports that 
foreign corporations, with a United States 
affiliate, will participate in a federal bailout. 
If foreign corporations are to get funding, 
then foreign governments ought to bear 
their fair share. 

I know there is concern that Congress 
must act promptly or the economy may de- 
teriorate further. It seems to me that Wall 
Street should and would understand that leg- 
islation on this complex matter requires 
some time. If it is seen that Congress is mov- 
ing as swiftly as practicable, that ought to 
stem the tide. But we can only do it as fast 
as realistic to work through the legislative 
proposals and resolve these intricate issues. 

These are issues which come to my mind at 
the moment and I am sure there will be more 
as the hearings progress and the debate oc- 
curs. I would appreciate your responses as 
promptly as possible. 

Sincerely, 
ARLEN SPECTER. 


U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, DC, November, 14, 2008. 
Hon. HENRY PAULSON, 
Secretary of the Treasury, Washington, DC. 
Hon. BEN BERNANKE, 
Chairman, Federal Reserve Board. 

GENTLEMEN: With this letter, I am enclos- 
ing à copy of a letter which I am sending 
today to Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
and Republican Leader Mitch McConnell. 

I would appreciate your views on the issues 
which I have raised in that letter. By letter 
dated September 23, 2008, I wrote to the two 
of you asking questions about the September 
bailout proposal and have never received an 
answer. 

Sincerely, 
ARLEN SPECTER. 
U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, DC, November 14, 2008. 
Hon. HARRY REID, 
Majority Leader, 
U.S. Senate. 
Hon. MITCH MCCONNELL, 
Republican Leader, 
U.S. Senate. 

DEAR HARRY AND MITCH: In considering 
what action, if any, to take on financial aid 
to General Motors and the other auto manu- 
facturers, I urge that the Senate follow reg- 
ular order and not rush to judgment. 

By letter dated September 21, 2008 I wrote 
to you two leaders with the same rec- 
ommendation on following regular order on 
the bailout plan then under consideration, 
and then Congress proceeded to act precipi- 
tously without appropriate consideration for 
all the complex issues involved. It is true 
that the Senate was faced with an emer- 
gency situation on October 1st when the Dow 
had plunged 777 points after the House of 
Representatives rejected the proposed legis- 
lation on September 29th. Senators were 
then faced with voting yes or no without 
having the customary hearings, committee 
markup, floor debate and an opportunity to 
offer amendments. As a result, the legisla- 
tion was filled with pork since no one had an 
opportunity to strike it and the Congress en- 
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dorsed a plan which had not been given ap- 
propriate consideration. 

There are many complex questions which 
need to be answered before the Senate can 
even begin to make a preliminary assess- 
ment on aid to the auto manufacturers. We 
need to know the specifics on General Mo- 
tors' financial situation. It is reported that 
GM has sufficient cash to keep it afloat for 
a substantial period of time so that imme- 
diate financial aid is not indispensable. 

It has been further reported that General 
Motors has sufficient cash and liquidity to 
continue to operate if it was not for the serv- 
icing of the debt estimated to be about $50 
billion. That debt is said to have a market 
value perhaps as low as $20 billion and cur- 
rently calls for an interest rate of 9% annu- 
ally so that General Motors is paying well 
over 20% on the realistic value of the bonds. 
Some readjustment on that debt and interest 
might alter significantly General Motors’ 
need for federal aid. 

We further need to know what are the real- 
istic prospects that financial aid will solve 
the problem without having GM and the 
other automakers come back for more. The 
automakers have certainly had sufficient no- 
tice for years, if not decades, that they had 
to make major changes to become competi- 
tive and yet failed to do so. It was well 
known that at some point Congress would 
mandate mileage standards but the auto- 
makers did not act aggressively until faced 
with a congressional mandate. We have now 
approved $25 billion in federal aid to assist in 
meeting mileage standards. Why couldn’t 
there be a change in legislation to allow 
those funds to be made available faster and 
to broaden their use beyond retooling fac- 
tories? It would be preferable from the tax- 
payer point of view to utilize funding already 
available in a more efficient manner, rather 
than devoting additional resources to this 
industry. 

Beyond these surface questions, there 
needs to be a great deal of analysis through 
the hearing process of many other complex 
questions. 

If the federal government had not bailed 
out Bear Stearns, AIG and passed the $700 
billion bailout, the auto-makers might not 
now be asking for the same treatment. If the 
auto-makers are bailed out, it is a virtual 
certainty that Congress will next hear bail- 
out requests from other sections of the econ- 
omy. Insufficient consideration by the Treas- 
ury Department and the Federal Reserve fol- 
lowed by the rush to judgment by Congress 
on the $700 billion has left my constituents 
perplexed about the competency of the fed- 
eral government to respond rationally to the 
current problems. In a series of town meet- 
ings in October, I found the temperature of 
my constituents at 212 degrees Fahrenheit 
over the $700 billion bailout legislation. In 
extensive discussions with economists, bank- 
ers and other financial experts, I have heard 
a virtually unanimous adverse reaction to 
bailing out General Motors and/or other 
automakers. My constituents are frustrated 
with the lack of transparency in doling out 
the $700 billion and the change of course 
from purchasing ‘‘troubled assets" to one of 
injecting funds directly into banks. What as- 
surances would we have that these funds for 
the auto industry would be spent wisely, and 
as intended by Congress? Isn’t it wiser to let 
the market make those decisions? 

I will be looking for answers to these and 
other questions when the Senate returns for 
the lame duck session next week. I voted for 
the bailout on October 1st because of the om- 
inous prospect of a domino effect and its se- 
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vere impact on our economy. I am prepared 
to give fair consideration to economic aid to 
General Motors and other automobile manu- 
facturers because of the national interest in- 
cluding the many jobs at stake in Pennsyl- 
vania; but I am not prepared to vote for an- 
other massive bailout unless a solid case is 
made following regular Senate order with 
hearings, committee mark-up, floor debate 
and an opportunity to offer amendments. 

Iam sending a copy of this letter to Treas- 
ury Secretary Paulson and Federal Reserve 
Chairman Bernanke. When the September 
bailout was under consideration, I wrote to 
Mr. Paulson and Mr. Bernanke by letter 
dated September 23, 2008 raising a number of 
questions. I have yet to receive an answer to 
that letter. I would like the views of Mr. 
Paulson and Mr. Bernanke on the issues 
raised in this letter. 

I am also sending copies of this letter to 
General Motors Chairman and CEO Rick 
Wagoner, Ford President and CEO Alan 
Mulally, and Chrysler Chairman and CEO 
Robert Nardelli with the request that they 
give me their views on the issues raised in 
this letter. 

Sincerely, 
ARLEN SPECTER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WEBB). The Chair has been asked to 
note that the Senate is in a period of 
morning business, with comments lim- 
ited to 10 minutes. The Senator from 
Pennsylvania has spoken for 11 min- 
utes and the senior Senator from Mary- 
land is on the floor. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to continue for 5 
more minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SPECTER. I thank my colleague 
from Maryland. 

Mr. President, it seems to me these 
are key questions which need to be an- 
swered. The automobile industry obvi- 
ously is of enormous importance in our 
country. Not to have the automobile 
industry would have very severe eco- 
nomic consequences. But we do have to 
have answers to these questions in reg- 
ular order. We need to take these mat- 
ters up so we can cast an intelligent 
vote on this kind of economic aid. The 
question I would supplement is—I 
heard it from my constituents—Who is 
next? Bear Stearns was given economic 
aid, Lehman Brothers was not, and per- 
haps that was a mistake—perhaps not. 
AIG was given considerable economic 
aid. Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac were 
given considerable economic aid. If we 
are to make an intelligent decision, we 
are going to have to take a look at 
these important questions. 

EXHIBIT 1 

UNITED STATES SENATE, 
Washington, DC, September 21, 2008. 

Senator HARRY REID, 
Majority Leader, U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 
Senator MITCH MCCONNELL, 
Minority Leader, U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR HARRY AND MITCH: As you project the 
Senate’s schedule, I urge that we not rush to 
judgment and take whatever time is nec- 
essary on any proposed legislation to deal 
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with the nation's economic problems. The 
public, our constituents, have a great deal of 
Skepticism, which I share, about legislation 
which will let Wall Street ‘‘off the hook" and 
pay insufficient attention to Main Street, 
middle class Americans. 

It is important to focus the legislation on 
the hundreds of thousands of homeowners 
who are at risk of losing their residences to 
foreclosure. 

In deciding what additional powers to give 
to the federal regulators, I believe we should 
give careful consideration to not extending 
those powers beyond the current crisis and 
take steps to prevent a recurrence. 

I have read reports that some Wall Street 
firms, whose conduct has created the crisis, 
will benefit from a congressional legislative 
fix. We should do our utmost to see to it that 
those responsible for the crisis bear the max- 
imum financial burden on any bailout in 
order to minimize the taxpayers' exposure. 

There are reports that the bailout might 
be extended to foreign firms with United 
States affiliates. In my view, the legislation 
must be carefully tailored for United States' 
interests and if foreign firms, even if United 
States affiliates are to be involved, then con- 
sideration should given to appropriate con- 
tributions from those foreign governments. 

I realize there is considerable pressure for 
the Congress to adjourn by the end of next 
week, but I think we must take the nec- 
essary time to conduct hearings, analyze the 
Administration's proposed legislation, and 
demonstrate to the American people that 
any response is thoughtful, thoroughly con- 
sidered and appropriate. 

Sincerely, 
ARLEN SPECTER. 


(The remarks of Mr. SPECTER per- 
taining to the introduction of S. 3686 
are located in today’s RECORD under 
“Statements on Introduced Bills and 
Joint Resolutions.’’) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Maryland is recognized. 

(The remarks of Ms. MIKULSKI and 
Mr. BOND pertaining to the introduc- 
tion of S. 3684 are printed in today’s 
RECORD under ‘‘Statements on Intro- 
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. BOND. I yield the floor and sug- 
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi- 
dent, as I understand it, we are in 
morning business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator is correct. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I would like to be recognized. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Florida is recognized. 

—— реаль 
FEDERAL LOAN TO THE AMER- 
ICAN AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 
Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi- 


dent, later this week the Senate is 
going to consider this question that be- 
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falls our American automobile indus- 
try and the question of whether to ex- 
tend assistance to the American auto- 
mobile industry and its workforce. 
What we are going to do—either this 
week or whether it is postponed into 
January—is going to determine the fu- 
ture of a key manufacturing sector and 
millions of American jobs. 

Some of our colleagues have said we 
should not interfere with the free mar- 
ket, that we should allow businesses 
that have acted irresponsibly to fail 
and to be replaced by more efficient 
competitors. I must say I have some 
sympathy for that view. For too long, 
our U.S. domestic automakers have 
sailed against the winds of change and 
have failed to produce vehicles for the 
21st century—for that matter, for the 
last half of the 20th century. 

This is not the first time this Sen- 
ator from Florida has faced this issue, 
for, as a young Congressman years ago, 
we had а similar issue facing us with 
the bailout of the Chrysler Corpora- 
tion. I voted for that bailout, which in- 
cluded some $4 billion. In retrospect, 
that was the right decision because 
Chrysler did reinvent itself. But the 
circumstances were different because 
Chrysler had at its helm à man who we 
believed would go in and reform Chrys- 
ler, and that was Lee Iacocca. As I look 
across the landscape of the American 
automobile industry, I am wondering, 
where are the Lee Iacoccas? We do not 
See them. 

It is this Senator's judgment that 
there should be no bailout of the Amer- 
ican automobile industry. There should 
not be а reward for poor management. 
But because of the American jobs at 
risk, because of American manufac- 
turing at risk, I support a Federal loan 
with serious restrictions. 

I want to discuss some of those re- 
Strictions. I come to this position hav- 
ing fought tooth and nail against the 
automobile companies when they 
dragged their feet on implementing re- 
sponsible fuel economy standards. 
They insisted, sometimes with croco- 
dile tears, they could not meet those 
miles-per-gallon requirements, and: 
Oh, by the way, let the consumers de- 
cide. Those automobile makers are now 
coming to us asking for our assistance. 

But that is not the full picture. As 
the President-elect has said, a failure 
of the American auto industry would 
be disastrous not just for many Ameri- 
cans who work for the industry but for 
the entire economy because those jobs 
ripple with the multiplier effect 
through the economy. So whether you 
are considering assembly plants or sup- 
pliers or dealerships, we would face sig- 
nificant layoffs in all 50 States. It 
would push us further and further into 
an economic hole. We simply cannot 
let that happen, but we cannot allow a 
bailout. It has to be a Federal loan 
with a workout, and that is a financial 
term to restructure how a company 
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can get out of its economic problems. 
We need to bring all of the stake- 
holders to the table—management, 
labor, lenders, suppliers—to figure out 
how to revitalize the American auto in- 
dustry to make it competitive in the 
future while saving those good Amer- 
ican jobs. 

So this Senator’s conclusion is that 
any Federal assistance we provide for 
the American auto industry is going to 
have to include these conditions. 

First, we must insist that the auto- 
makers increase average miles per gal- 
lon to 40 miles per gallon in 10 years 
and to 50 miles per gallon by 2020. Why 
do I say this? There are cars, fleets in 
Japan, that are already driving at 50 
miles per gallon. In Europe, the cars 
are being driven at 40 miles per gallon. 
We are talking about 12 years in the fu- 
ture to achieve this. Technically, it 
can be done if we but have the will. 

Look, in the 8 years this Senator has 
been in the Senate, every year we have 
gotten beaten by the U.S. automakers 
as we have tried to increase the miles 
per gallon in the fleet average. They 
beat us one way or another, and they 
would always say: Let the consumer 
decide—all along while the foreign 
automobile makers were getting pre- 
pared to eat their lunch. As their lunch 
was being eaten, year by year, they 
continued to still fight us on the miles- 
per-gallon standards. Finally, we had a 
little victory, just a year ago, that was 
conditioned upon giving them—giving 
them—$25 billion in return for them 
agreeing they would move to 35 miles 
per gallon but not until the year 2020. 
We have to stop this kind of foot-drag- 
ging that has gotten them to the place 
they are now. So for any Federal as- 
sistance in the form of a loan we must 
insist they increase their miles per gal- 
lon. 

Second, the automakers must in- 
crease the production of flex-fuel, elec- 
tric, and plug-in hybrid vehicles. Prices 
of gasoline at the pump have obviously 
fallen in recent weeks, but they are not 
going to stay low forever, and that is 
another whole subject. As soon as all 
the speculators start getting back into 
the oil futures contracts market 
again—which have been deregulated, so 
there is no regulation on the specu- 
lators—they will run the price right 
back up. Remember, the price of a bar- 
rel of oil is down in the range of $50 or 
$60 now. It went all the way to $147 a 
barrel. When the world economy start- 
ed getting into trouble and they needed 
cash, they started bailing out of those 
futures accounts, so that brought the 
price of a barrel of oil down. While sure 
as shootin’, if we do not impose some 
regulations on the commodity futures 
trading market, those speculators are 
going to take over in the future, the 
price of oil is going to go back up, and 
the price at the pump—which I just 
filled up my car for $2.12 a gallon back 
in Orlando, FL—is going to go back up. 
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We need to end our dangerous addic- 
tion to oil, and we need to find new and 
renewable sources of energy. American 
automobile makers ought to be leading 
the way instead of the opposite of what 
has happened over the last three dec- 
ades. 

Third, we must place limits on execu- 
tive compensation and eliminate the 
executives’ golden parachutes. Tax- 
payer money should not be used to re- 
ward individual executives until the 
taxpayers have been repaid. 

Let me divert from the automobile 
industry for a minute. There is a simi- 
larity about executive compensation 
and golden parachutes and what we 
have done with the big economic bail- 
out of Wall Street, which this Senator 
voted against. Well, lo and behold, over 
the course of the weekend, I happened 
to be talking to a major bank CEO. 
This banker told me his bank is in good 
shape; he doesn’t need any of the bail- 
out money. But because some of his 
competitors are in bad financial shape 
and need the money and are taking it 
from the Secretary of the Treasury, he 
needs to take it, too, because they 
would be at a competitive disadvantage 
against the ones that are hurting that 
need to take the money. He says: We 
don’t want to take it, but we don’t 
want to be at a competitive disadvan- 
tage. Because of that, whenever they 
do take it—remember, there are sup- 
posed to be some rules in there on exec- 
utive compensation and golden para- 
chutes. This CEO is retiring before the 
money comes in, so the bank still pays 
out the huge compensation. What we 
are dealing with, with the Wall Street 
$700 billion bailout, has to apply to 
automakers as well. We should not re- 
ward those executives until the tax- 
payers have been repaid. 

Fourth, the automakers should not 
pay dividends to shareholders until 
they have returned to financial health. 
It is a simple, straightforward condi- 
tion on us giving them taxpayer money 
in order to get them back to financial 
health. 

Fifth, I wish I didn’t have to say this, 
but there are no Lee Iacoccas now. The 
current senior management should be 
replaced. We need new leadership. We 
need fresh thinking. We need new peo- 
ple, new eyes, new ears to steer us out 
of this mess. We cannot reward those 
leaders whose poor decisions and poor 
judgment and sometimes selfishness 
got us to where we are now. 

We are going to face difficult choices. 
There are going to be tough times. 
Again, to quote a phrase from the 
President-elect: We need to act with all 
deliberate haste but with an emphasis 
on deliberate. We cannot simply pro- 
vide our automakers with enough cash 
to continue their current operations 
for another 3 months or even another 6. 
We must instead put them on a path 
that leads to global competitiveness. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 20 min- 
utes as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EEE 
FINANCIAL CRISIS 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I think 
it is obvious to all Americans that we 
face a very severe and difficult finan- 
cial crisis. We have had an election. 
The American people have voted for 
change. We now face significant chal- 
lenges. I was thinking, as I was walk- 
ing over to the floor of the Senate, 
about a visit I had recently at a nurs- 
ing home in North Dakota. 

This financial crisis is probably the 
most significant financial crisis since 
the Great Depression. We don’t know 
where this will go. We don’t know how 
many will ultimately be unemployed. 
We don’t know how long it will last. 
This is a recession. We hope it is not 
extraordinarily deep. We hope we can 
find the menu to overcome it and the 
kinds of policies to try to make certain 
we move from this position to a posi- 
tion of economic strength and eco- 
nomic growth, once again. 

But I went to a nursing home in 
North Dakota because North Dakota’s 
oldest citizen was there. She had a 
birthday. She is a 110-year-old woman; 
very lucid, very conversational. We 
talked about the Great Depression, as a 
matter of fact. We talked about the 
tough times in her life. She was born in 
1898. By the way, her niece was there at 
the nursing home who had put on a 
birthday party for her in August. Her 
niece is 103 years old and her son, who 
is still farming, is 80 years old. 

I had a chance to talk to them all 
about what life was like from 1898 to 
2008. One of the significant things she 
remembered was the difficulty of the 
Great Depression in the 1930s, when it 
was hard to find jobs and people had 
soup lines in the major cities and peo- 
ple were struggling to try to make ends 
meet. 

Well, I think a lot of folks from the 
1930s forward felt we would never again 
see these days because we put in place 
economic stabilizers and we put in 
place provisions in law that prohibited 
the kind of activities in the roaring 
1920s that led us to the 1930s and the 
excess, the unbelievable debt, the greed 
that resulted in the economic collapse 
of the 1930s. So we put in place things 
such as the Glass-Steagall Act and 
other provisions that prevented banks 
from being engaged in real estate and 


24077 


securities and things that were inher- 
ently risky that caused major problems 
and collapse in the 1930s. 

It is easy to forget lessons. The Con- 
gress over the years, Presidents over 
the years, and certainly the financial 
services industry moved ahead. I hark- 
en back to 1999, when something called 
the Financial Modernization Act was 
passed by the Congress. I said then it 
was a terrible thing to have done. It 
stripped apart the Glass-Steagall Act 
and essentially said you can create big 
bank holding companies, you can put 
firewalls in, you can merge real estate 
and securities with banking; it will all 
be fine. That was in 1999. 

In fact, here is what I said during 
that debate on the floor of the Senate: 
I say, to people who own banks, if you 
want to gamble, go to Las Vegas. If 
you want to trade in derivatives, God 
bless you. Do it with your own money. 
Don’t do it through deposits that are 
guaranteed by the American people. 

When we passed the Financial Mod- 
ernization Act—and I was one of eight 
Senators to vote no, I said this during 
debate: The bill will, in my judgment, 
raise the likelihood of future massive 
taxpayer bailouts. It will fuel the con- 
solidation and mergers in the banking 
and financial services industry at the 
expense of customers, farm businesses, 
and others. 

I regret I was right. Massive taxpayer 
bailouts. It didn’t take quite a decade. 
It took 9 years. Now we see the largest 
proposed bailouts in the history of our 
country. 

It was a time of self-regulation. Alan 
Greenspan, the head of the Federal Re- 
serve Board, said the financial services 
industry will regulate itself. Well, not 
quite. Here is what Alan Greenspan 
said last month: 

I made a mistake in presuming that self in- 
terests of organizations, specifically banks 
and others, were best capable of protecting 
their own shareholders and their equity in 
the firms. 

What an unbelievable mistake. Regu- 
lators that were willfully blind saying: 
You know what. We will pass the Fi- 
nancial Modernization Act allowing 
real estate, securities, and banking to 
come back together, forgetting the les- 
sons of the Great Depression. Then, 
those who were hired to regulate de- 
cided self-regulation will work. We 
don’t have to regulate. We will be will- 
fully blind. So what happened? Well, 
the subprime loan scandal happened. 
The subprime loan scandal, of course, 
is at the root of this because it is most 
evident of the greed that exists in our 
economy in recent years. It resulted in 
bad mortgages spread all around this 
country and around the world. They 
were put into securities and sold up 
through banks into hedge funds, into 
investment banks, and then all of a 
sudden it all turned sour. 

Here is what the subprime loan scan- 
dal is all about. The biggest mortgage 
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bank in America, just to show you 
what they were saying: Do you have 
less than perfect credit? 

Do you have less than perfect credit? Do 
you have late mortgage payments? If you 
have been denied by other lenders, well, call 
us. 

It is à new business model, appar- 
ently. 

Are you а bad credit risk? Call us. 

Countrywide said that. The CEO of 
Countrywide was given the Horatio 
Alger award—until it all collapsed. 

Millennium Mortgage said: 

Twelve months, no mortgage payments. 
That's right, we'll give you the money to 
make your first 12 payments if you call us in 
the next 7 days. We pay it for you. Our loan 
program will reduce your current monthly 
payment by 50 percent and allow you no pay- 
ments for the first 12 months. 

Zoom Credit, another mortgage com- 
pany, said this: 

Credit approval is just seconds away. Get 
on the fast track at Zoom Credit. At the 
Speed of light, Zoom Credit will preapprove 
you for a car loan, a home loan, or a credit 
card. Even if your credit is in the tank, 
Zoom Credit is like money in the bank. 
Zoom Credit specializes in credit repair and 
debt consolidation, too. Bankruptcy, slow 
credit, no credit—who cares? 

That is the bottomless pit of greed 
that resulted in massive numbers of 
mortgages being put out there in this 
country. Then the brokers were mak- 
ing an enormous amount of money. 
The mortgage bankers were making 
money and business fees, and then they 
securitized it, like they put sawdust in 
sausage in the old days—good loans 
and bad loans. They wrapped them into 
securities and chopped them up and 
sold them upstream. By the way, what 
they did, when they locked people into 
that kind of credit, those loans, they 
put in resets of higher interest rates in 
3 years, where they would have known 
the homeowner wasn’t going to be able 
to pay the monthly mortgage, and they 
put in prepayment penalties so they 
could not pay it off if they wanted to. 
That is how they made these attractive 
investments with high rates of return. 

So the subprime loan scandal made 
everybody rich, like hogs in a trough 
grunting and shoving and making lots 
of money. Then one day it collapsed 
like a house of cards. The hedge funds 
that were investing in these—the cred- 
it default swaps that surrounded them 
with massive amounts of leverage, it 
all collapsed. When you create a house 
of cards, it is destined to collapse. 

I mentioned hedge funds. Some of 
you may have seen the hearing held in 
the House a few days ago. The highest 
income earner in the hedge fund indus- 
try last year earned $3.7 billion. 

So we create this crisis, get rid of the 
protections that existed from the Great 
Depression, abolish Glass-Steagall, and 
create a Financial Modernization Act, 
and say everything will be great. Then 
the regulators turn into willfully blind 
public servants, and the Chairman of 
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the Federal Reserve says let them reg- 
ulate themselves, and it all turns sour 
and the house of cards collapses. 

What is happening now is, the Treas- 
ury Secretary came to the Congress 
and said: We face very serious prob- 
lems. I must have $700 billion in 3 days 
and, if not, I believe there is going to 
be a financial catastrophe of sorts. So 
the Congress didn’t do it in 3 days, or 
with a three-page bill, as the Treasury 
Secretary suggested. But the Congress 
passed a $700 billion bailout proposal. 
The Treasury Secretary said he wanted 
to do that because he wanted to pur- 
chase toxic assets from the balance 
sheets of the firms that invested in all 
of this. So he got the $700 billion. Then 
he said: I have changed my mind. That 
is not what I am going to do with the 
$700 billion. I want to purchase capital 
from banks to extend their credit or 
lending opportunities because the cred- 
it markets are frozen. He took $125 bil- 
lion of the $700 billion and gave it to 
nine banks, some of whom didn’t want 
it. But he gave it to them with no 
strings attached, no requirement that 
they expand lending or not use it to 
pay substantial bonuses. We have seen 
examples of bonuses, with $33 billion in 
bonuses on Wall Street in 1 year. So 
no-strings-attached money was given 
to nine banks with no requirement to 
expand lending, no requirement to cut 
back on dividends, and no requirement 
that they not provide hefty bonuses. 

So the question is, is that going to 
inspire confidence out there some- 
place? Now we discover there has been 
no expansion of credit as a result of 
$125 billion of taxpayer money being 
put into those nine banks because it 
was no strings attached. 

So the next piece that occurs is un- 
employment. We hear constantly— 
nearly 24 hours a day—about the finan- 
cial sector. I agree the financial sector 
is unbelievably important to an econ- 
omy such as ours, no question about 
that. How about the manufacturing 
sector, the working folks? Is that im- 
portant? 

About a week ago there was almost 
an apoplectic seizure over the notion 
that consumption was down. Con- 
sumers weren’t consuming. It is not a 
surprise when there are more people 
out of work and people have less money 
that they are going to consume less. 
Does it concern anybody out there as 
they listen to Mr. Paulson say the $700 
billion that Congress gave him is des- 
tined only to be used for the financial 
industry? Does it concern anybody out 
there that the consumers losing their 
jobs are not going to be able to con- 
sume? That is part of this economy as 
well. 

Here is what we see on unemploy- 
ment. The U.S. employment ranks 
have shrunk by 1.2 million in the first 
10 months of this year—more than half 
of those jobs lost in the past 3 months 
alone. Last month, 240,000 jobs gone. 
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About 800,000 workers exhausted their 
extended unemployment benefits, and 
more than 350,000 will exhaust theirs in 
November and December. 

This chart shows what is happening 
in the industry in 2008. Manufacturing, 
down nearly a half million jobs. Con- 
struction, nearly 400,000 jobs. Business 
services, 361,000 jobs gone, vanished. 
These are hundreds of thousands. Be- 
hind every one is somebody coming 
home at night to his or her family and 
saying: Honey, I have lost my job. I 
don’t know why. I did a good job. I 
worked there for 10 years, but I was 
told the job doesn’t exist anymore. 

This is about heartache by a lot of 
families. We experienced this before. 
Will Rogers, one of the interesting 
commentators on American life in the 
Great Depression, said: 

The unemployed here ain’t eating regular, 
but we’ll get around to them as soon as ev- 
erybody else gets fixed up OK. 

I wanted to visit a moment about 
these issues and ask the question, is 
there going to be a laser-like focus on 
working people just as there has been 
on the financial services sector? There 
are a good many in the financial serv- 
ices sector that caused this wreck. 
They are the ones who steered this 
country into the ditch with all kinds of 
financial engineering and exotic new 
products that turned out to create a 
house of cards. 

It seems to me that one of the things 
we ought to look at is creating protec- 
tion with respect to these new exotic 
financial products that turned out to 
be enormously risky and dangerous to 
our economy. Some have talked about 
creating a financial products safety 
commission. We have a Consumer 
Product Safety Commission to worry 
about unsafe products. That turned out 
to have been a commission without 
much teeth because of the person who 
currently runs it. Perhaps we can have 
a financial products safety commission 
that would take a look at derivatives, 
credit default swaps, and the kind of 
sophisticated engineering going on on 
Wall Street which might produce a lot 
of money for some in the short term 
but pose a great deal of danger for this 
economy in the intermediate and long 
term. That all makes a lot of sense. 

I just described the Treasury Sec- 
retary talking about the $700 billion he 
has now been provided, and that it is 
going to go to the financial service in- 
dustry exclusively, he says. So it is not 
available to those who might be cre- 
ating jobs out there or trying to avoid 
losing jobs. At the same time, the 
Treasury Secretary is saying: I have 
this pot of money, and we are going to 
use it to try to unfreeze the credit mar- 
kets. The Treasury Department is say- 
ing they favor new bank mergers, 
which is exactly the last thing this 
country needs. We already have big 
banks that are too big to fail, which 
means if they are set to fail, we have to 
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rescue them. Now the Treasury Depart- 
ment says the solution is bigger banks; 
let's have more mergers. 

It is unbelievable to me that the 
Treasury Department would not have 
learned a lesson. Instead, they are out 
there promoting more mergers. I guess 
those mergers will be promoted with 
the very money appropriated by the 
Congress. 

Mr. President, the action we have to 
take now, it seems to me, is to try to 
find ways to establish some confidence 
in this country. I have said often that 
I used to teach а bit of economics in 
college, briefly. I was able to overcome 
it. Economics is not a science; it is psy- 
chology pumped up with helium, and 
you can call yourself an economist, but 
nobody really knows. 

The economy in this country is not 
about dials, gauges, knobs, levers, and 
all of the things like investment tax 
credit, depreciation, M-1B, and all 
those things economists study. It is 
about confidence. When people are con- 
fident in the future, they do things 
that manifest that confidence. They 
buy а car, buy а new suit of clothes, 
take a trip, or maybe buy a house. 
They do the things that you do when 
you are confident about your future 
and your job. That is called economic 
expansion. It is not sophisticated. It is 
about how people view the future. 

When they view the future with great 
alarm and less confidence, they do ex- 
actly the opposite. They defer the pur- 
chase or decide not to buy that suit of 
clothes or buy that car until next year, 
or we will not move into that other 
home or take that trip. That is the way 
an economy contracts. It is all about 
confidence. 

The question is, what can provide 
that confidence now? One of the con- 
cerns I had about the original bailout 
was that it did nothing to provide a set 
of regulations that stops the very be- 
havior that caused all of this. You have 
to learn from it. It seems to me you 
have to provide the regulation and say 
to the American people that we will 
not let this happen ever again. 

So there are a number of things we 
have to do. Any recovery plan—and I 
think we need а recovery plan, and 
some call it a stimulus. I think we need 
а recovery plan that gives people а 
sense that we care about whether they 
have a job. For example, there is dis- 
cussion about the automobile industry. 
I don't view this as three companies or 
one industry. I view it in the context of 
what do we do to deal with this econ- 
omy, especially as it relates to jobs. We 
are told that industry relates to about 
3 million to 5 million jobs. That is the 
connector all the way through the in- 
dustry. If that is the case, what would 
it mean if 3 million to 5 million jobs 
are lost in the next few months, com- 
ing from America’s manufacturing 
base? It seems to me it would be dev- 
astating to an economy already at 
great risk. 
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So the question is, when will we also 
ask whether we will be willing to sup- 
port, through a recovery program, the 
kinds of jobs that we need in this coun- 
try and willing to support a world-class 
manufacturing base without seeing 
that base decimated as the economy 
gets weaker? I don’t think you will 
long remain a world economic power 
unless you have world-class manufac- 
turing capabilities. 

When we look at those sectors of the 
economy that have that capability and 
then decide, as some suggest, that it 
doesn’t matter who loses their job or 
gets laid off, well, it sure does matter. 
It matters to me. If there is all this 
concern about the financial sector, 
what about the concern about the job- 
creating sector in the manufacturing 
area? I think we need to do a number of 
things. No. 1, I think we need a stim- 
ulus or a recovery plan that would 
make significant investments. I don’t 
think you do that by just giving people 
checks. That is not the way forward, in 
my judgment. I think you do it by put- 
ting people to work on public works 
projects, by investing in roads, bridges, 
schools, and libraries—the infrastruc- 
ture needs that have been so long de- 
ferred in this country. 

All of those projects are ready across 
this country to be done. It will put peo- 
ple back to work, and give people con- 
fidence about the future. 

Second, we ought to take action this 
week so that we say to the Treasury 
Secretary: If you are going to continue 
to move money out of that $700 billion 
pot, you have to put conditions on it. 
We don’t want the American people to 
have to read that they are anteing up 
money so the Treasury Secretary can 
move it to Wall Street and Wall Street 
can then pay bonuses in December and 
January and they can use that in any 
way they want without conditions that 
require them to expand lending or any 
other conditions that ought to be at- 
tached to that money. We ought to in- 
sist those conditions exist. 

Third, we ought to require regula- 
tions be put in place as soon as possible 
to prevent the kind of things that we 
have seen happen that caused this fi- 
nancial wreck in the first place. Those 
regulations do not now exist. I know 
the former Fed Chairman Greenspan 
said he believed in self-regulation. He 
sure got a bellyful of self-regulation, 
and it completely collapsed this econ- 
omy. We need to put in place a regu- 
latory approach that gives people con- 
fidence that this kind of thing is not 
going to happen again. 

We also ought to say to the Treasury 
Department: Stop the nonsense about 
more bank mergers. It is the last thing 
we need. Nor should we want the public 
money to be used to accommodate 
more bank mergers. I know some have 
celebrated the news of bank mergers. 
Not me. I think it weakens this coun- 
try, not strengthen it. 
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I also believe we ought to create im- 
mediately an investigative task force 
of sorts that will begin to investigate 
and prosecute, if necessary, criminal 
behavior that was engaged in some of 
the practices that I described earlier. 

All of that, I think, is necessary. I 
believe if and when we begin doing 
those kinds of things, we will give, 
once again, the American people the 
confidence about the future that they 
must have in order for this economy to 
get back on track. 

There is, I know, a lot of discussion 
about what went wrong, and some 
might say: You know what, that is 
pretty irrelevant. It is not irrelevant 
at all. We are destined to repeat mis- 
takes unless we understand the mis- 
takes we have made. The route out of 
this circumstance where there is great 
economic peril to this country and its 
future, the route ahead, in my judg- 
ment, must be an active, aggressive set 
of actions by the Congress, working 
with this President and the new Presi- 
dent, to understand the urgency of the 
things I have described. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. I sug- 
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EEE 
ECONOMIC CRISIS 


Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, given 
the recent news about Secretary 
Paulson’s execution of the TARP pro- 
gram, I firmly believe action is re- 
quired by Congress. This morning, I in- 
troduced S. 3683. That is legislation 
that would do two things. It would 
freeze remaining money of the first 
$300 billion that has not already been 
expended and, secondly, it would 
change the process by which Secretary 
Paulson would access the second $350 
billion. 

When Secretary Paulson first came 
to the Senate and explained his plan, it 
was on a conference call. I happened to 
be in on that conference call. It was 
September 19. At that time, he was 
talking about the crisis that is upon 
us, that we have to do something, we 
have to do something big. It has to be 
$700 billion. It has to be done right 
now. The only way to do it is to buy 
troubled assets. 

At that time, I asked some questions. 
One question was: If there are assets 
that are going to be bought, what is 
the criteria that will be used to deter- 
mine which assets should be bought? 
There was not an answer to that ques- 
tion. 

The second question was: Which in- 
stitutions that are holding these assets 
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would be the ones that would be eligi- 
ble for this buyout? There were no an- 
swers to that question either. 

That was on a Friday. Then as the 
next few days went by, we had several 
conversations. I didn't have any per- 
sonal conversation with him except in 
one conference lunch, and that is, Is 
this the only way to do it? Yes, it is 
going to be buying out troubled assets. 
Still the answers were not there to 
those questions. 

In my statement opposing—I voted 
against the Paulson plan last month— 
in my statement opposing it, I laid out 
three primary reasons I voted no. The 
first is that I was not convinced that 
the asset purchase program was the 
right way to do this. Apparently, he 
didn't think so either because that is 
not what he did. 

The second is that it would lead to 
increased lobbying for handouts and 
bailouts by any industry facing finan- 
cial trouble. Now we are seeing that. 
We are seeing the auto industry com- 
ing in, some insurance companies and 
others coming in. It is kind of a new 
way of life: If you are not successful, 
don't worry about it because you have 
the Federal Government there to help 
you. 

The third is that we were handing 
over, as I read it—and I don't blame 
Secretary Paulson for this because I 
suppose if this is what he wanted, 
somebody else was willing to put it to- 
gether. He was not the one, I suppose, 
who drafted it. But it gave one person, 
in this case Secretary Paulson, the sole 
authority over $700 billion. 

I have a hard time with big numbers, 
putting them into perspective that is 
understandable. But it is my under- 
standing that there are 189 million 
American families who file tax returns. 
If you do your math, this would be 
$5,000 per family. We are talking about 
any family out there who files taxes. 
This is a huge thing. So it does require 
extraordinary thought in addressing it. 

As I stated at the time, my vote was 
against the Paulson plan, not against 
taking action to provide necessary con- 
fidence in financial markets. I do know 
and agree that there is a problem out 
there. I ат not convinced that is the 
way to address it. 

We critics were right. On October 14, 
in à significant shift, Treasury out- 
lined а plan to directly purchase equity 
Stakes in major financial institutions. 
The Wall Street Journal noted that 
“critics . . . say Treasury should have 
formulated а comprehensive plan ear- 
lier in the crisis." This past week, Sec- 
retary Paulson announced that he has 
completed a remarkable about-face, as 
summarized by the November 18 Inves- 
tors Business Daily front-page headline 
which read: Major Reversal, Treasury 
Won’t Buy Bad Mortgage Debt.’’ This 
is a complete reversal. Why did 
Paulson reverse course? Last Thurs- 
day’s Los Angeles Times provides the 
answer: 
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Treasury Secretary Henry M. Paulson’s de- 
cision to abandon plans to buy troubled bank 
assets shows that he has come to two conclu- 
sions about what was once the chief focus of 
the government’s $700-billion bailout: The 
first is that it wouldn’t work. 

That is kind of full circle. This is 
what we thought at the time, and this 
is where we are today. I know many 
have serious concerns about how Sec- 
retary Paulson has executed the finan- 
cial rescue program, and I share those 
concerns. Congress completely abdi- 
cated its responsibility by signing a 
truly blank check. 

If we look at this and if we read it, 
there is nothing in there that says we 
have to do this. Never before in the his- 
tory of America has anyone—elected 
or, in this case, unelected—been given 
a blank check or a check in the 
amount of $700 billion to do with as he 
wishes. It has never happened before. It 
is unprecedented. But that is exactly 
what happened. 

Now we are faced with a lameduck 
session. We can do something about re- 
solving this problem now, and that is 
supporting and passing the legislation I 
introduced this morning. It is officially 
introduced. I believe I requested it be 
sent to the Senate Banking Com- 
mittee. I am sure there are several 
there who want to resolve this problem 
before we recess. 

My concern is this: The way it is set 
up by law, there is $350 billion already 
out there, and he has been spending 
that money. Frankly, I don’t know how 
much has already been spent. There 
was an article in the Wall Street Jour- 
nal a couple of days ago that said all 
but $60 billion has been spent. That 
may be true; it may not be true. I have 
no way of knowing. That alone is 
enough concern that a senior Member 
of the Senate doesn’t even know how 
much of the taxpayers’ money has been 
Spent or what percentage of the $350 
billion has been spent. 

We have a second $350 billion to make 
up the $700 billion that will come, but 
it is rather nebulous, it is rather vague 
as to how that would be put into the 
hands of Secretary Paulson. My inter- 
pretation is that he would indicate, 
yes, we do need to have the second $350 
billion, and if there was not a resolu- 
tion to stop that, to preclude that from 
happening, then he would be able to do 
that. 

My concern is that we will stall 
around and do nothing. We will adjourn 
and not come back until January. That 
would give him the opportunity of stat- 
ing his intention, what he wants to do, 
and then have 15 days go by when we 
are not even in session. I think the 
only way to do this is to do it the way 
we are planning to do it now; that is, to 
bite the bullet. 

I know it is difficult. It is difficult 
for members of any body, particularly 
the Senate. This legislation, as I recall, 
passed "75 to 24. Those of us who are 
among the 24, who voted against it, are 
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fine in terms of doing something such 
as this, but at least a third of those 
who voted for it would have to say he 
didn't do what he said he would do, he 
didn't buy the troubled assets. There- 
fore, that gives me reason to change. I 
can't help but think that at least half 
or even more of those who voted for 
this legislation would find themselves 
in that position. When we look at 
where we are today and see that there 
is something that can be done, I think 
it is necessary that we go ahead and do 
it. One of the things that is going on 
now—and this bothers me a little bit— 
is that there is an argument going on 
right now between some of the commit- 
tees—the Finance Committee and the 
Banking Committee—as to who has ju- 
risdiction. Then there is a debate as to 
whether a special inspector general 
should be appointed, and they have 
talked about some names. If they do 
that, confirmation probably would not 
take place for another couple months. 
By that time, all the money is gone. So 
we are sitting around twiddling our 
thumbs doing nothing. Our last shot to 
do something is to do something while 
we are here. This lameduck session, I 
suspect, is only going to last 3 or 4 
days. So we have that length of time to 
stop this from happening. 

If the American people are concerned 
about this, concerned as I am and as 
many Members of this body are, that 
this was done without the consider- 
ation it should have had, this amount 
of money, $700 billion is out there now 
in the hands of one person to do with as 
he wishes, that is not good Government 
and it needs to be stopped. We can stop 
it by the passage of the legislation I in- 
troduced this morning. 

Again, it will do only two things. It 
will preclude and freeze any further ex- 
penditure by the Secretary of the 
Treasury and, second, it would pre- 
clude the second $350 billion from com- 
ing up for consideration. In other 
words, that would stay in the Treasury. 
I think this is the only chance we have 
to get it done. We better do it now or 
it is going to be too late and we will be 
out of here and it will be history by the 
time we come back at the end of Janu- 
ary. 

With that happy note, Mr. President, 
I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CARDIN). Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. The Senator from Virginia is 
recognized. 

I 

ATROPHY OF THE BALANCE OF 

POWERS 


Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, in the 2 
years since I have been privileged to be 
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in this body, I have spoken frequently 
about my concerns with respect to the 
balance of power between the executive 
branch and the legislative branch and 
the atrophy of the powers and the in- 
fluence of the Congress. There are two 
issues that are before us this week that 
I think illuminate the dangers of that 
atrophy. 

The first is in respect to the powers 
we gave to the Secretary of Treasury 
in our vote at the beginning of October, 
before we went into recess, as he ad- 
dressed the issues of the bailout. Many 
Senators, including myself, wrote let- 
ters of concern immediately after this 
bailout was proposed, noting that it 
was unprecedented for one individual 
in the executive branch of Government 
to be given the broad discretion the 
present Secretary of the Treasury has 
been given. 

I voted to support this bailout, as did 
most of my colleagues, as we were as- 
sured, not only by members of the ad- 
ministration, but also with а great deal 
of hesitation by members of our own 
party in the Senate, that this was an 
essential act to avert an international 
calamity in the financial markets. We 
were told by the Secretary of the 
Treasury that we needed to reinforce 
the good will and the concerns people 
had by allowing him to take certain ac- 
tions. We ensured oversight over the 
Secretary of the Treasury, but he still 
retained the total discretion that has 
been used over the past several weeks. 

At the same time, we all know now— 
it has been said several times already 
this afternoon—the decisions that were 
made, as to where this money has been 
going, were not in line with the reas- 
surances that were given this body 
when the legislation was brought for- 
ward. There has been a great deal of in- 
consistency coming from the Secretary 
of Treasury, and it has created a mood 
of unpredictability that we have seen 
reflected in the markets and in the 
confidence of investors. 

I would agree with the concept that 
was recently put forward by the Sen- 
ator from Oklahoma about slowing 
down the amount of money that is 
available to be spent under this bail- 
out. I also would propose, in examining 
legislation to that effect, that we as à 
body revisit the whole idea of giving 
this kind of power to one individual in 
the executive branch. 

''here are plenty of precedents in his- 
tory which create a small body of hon- 
est brokers, perhaps three individuals 
who collectively can make decisions 
for the good of the country and who 
would not be burdened by conflict of 
interests because of their own back- 
ground, either real or imagined, or the 
burden that goes with the discretion of 
one individual. I hope to place some- 
thing to that effect before this body 
relatively soon. I hope other Members 
of the Congress will consider that idea 
as well. 
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The second issue with respect to the 
abrogation of power by the legislative 
branch to the executive branch con- 
cerns the relationship that we are now 
about to finalize with Iraq. We have 
seen it reported in the media today 
that the Iraqi Cabinet has given a near 
unanimous agreement to a strategic 
framework agreement—which is very 
little discussed, and a status of forces 
agreement—which has been much de- 
bated, that ostensibly would define the 
future relationship between the United 
States and Iraq. 

I find it more than ironic, and I have 
mentioned it several times on this 
floor, that the Congress has not been 
invited to participate in this process. 
The Iraqi Cabinet is going to present 
this agreement to the Iraqi Parliament 
for a vote. The Congress of the United 
States is hardly even getting a look. 

If you turn to article II, section 2 of 
the U.S. Constitution, it says the 
President: 

. Shall have Power, by and with the Ad- 
vice and Consent of the Senate, to make 
Treaties, provided two thirds of the Senators 
present concur... . 

The question is, Is this a treaty? It is 
going to define the long-term relation- 
ship between the United States and 
Iraq in a situation where we are going 
to have military bases of some sort in 
Iraq and a security relationship with 
Iraq. That sounds quite a bit like a 
treaty to me. 

The administration has been claim- 
ing this is simply an executive agree- 
ment and, as a result, the Secretary of 
State can sign this; the Congress can 
be consulted but does not have to have 
a vote. But let us remember, at the end 
of this year, on December 31, the legal 
authority for the United States to be 
operating in Iraq ends under inter- 
national law with the expiration of the 
U.N. mandate. So under what author- 
ity, legal authority, will we be oper- 
ating in Iraq? An executive agreement 
is only constitutional when it is imple- 
menting a law. So what law or con- 
stitutional authority will this execu- 
tive agreement be implementing? 

The members of the administration, 
when I raised this issue nearly 8 
months ago, claimed that the 2002 au- 
thorization to go to war in Iraq was 
their legal authorization to negotiate 
an executive agreement looking to the 
future relationships in Iraq. I have 
Strong questions about that. First, if 
the 2002 authorization to go to war 
would be good in terms of an executive 
agreement to define our future rela- 
tionship, then why did we even need 
the U.N. mandate in the first place? 
'The second is, the 2002 authorization to 
£o to war in Iraq took place at a time 
when the present Government of Iraq 
did not even exist. 

So I would state my strong belief, 
again, that the Congress needs to as- 
sert its constitutional authority on 
this matter. The Congress needs to 
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concur with the strategic framework 
agreement in order for us as а nation 
under the Constitution to properly de- 
fine our relationship with a govern- 
ment and а country where we are going 
to have military forces in place, and 
where we are going to have security 
guarantees. 

In that regard, I conclude by stating 
my strong hope that the incoming ad- 
ministration, under  President-elect 
Obama, will, early on, take a com- 
prehensive diplomatic approach to all 
the issues that affect the United States 
in that particularly troublesome spot 
in the world. We should be fostering 
the right kind of diplomatic environ- 
ment with other countries such as Rus- 
Sia and China that have interests in 
this region. We should be exploring 
ways to formally and aggressively ex- 
plore our relationships with countries 
such as Iran. We need to put the whole 
issue of Afghanistan, Pakistan, Iraq, 
and other countries in the Middle East 
on the table early on and forcibly. Re- 
ality indicates and history proves that 
the longer the new administration 
waits, the more strongly they are 
going to be embedded in the policies 
that have preceded them, and the more 
difficult it is going to be to put а com- 
prehensive approach to the future into 
place. I strongly hope this administra- 
tion, at an early time, will take à com- 
prehensive approach to this region. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
Sence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. KYL. I ask unanimous consent 
that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
AUTOMAKER BAILOUT 


Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I wish to ad- 
dress a matter that is supposedly be- 
fore us, although to my knowledge 
there is not yet a bill on the floor that 
we can read and, therefore, debate. But 
I think the general concept of some 
kind of a so-called bailout for the auto 
companies is the reason why we have 
come back to Washington in this so- 
called lameduck session. I wish to ad- 
dress that and talk about the best way 
forward to assist the companies in- 
volved as opposed to what I understand 
the concept of this punitive legislation 
to be. 

Let me begin by saying that ordi- 
narily in the Congress we have hear- 
ings. We develop legislation on big 
matters. We try to do it in a bipartisan 
way. We then mark up the bill in com- 
mittee by discussing it, amending it, 
rewriting it. Then it comes to the floor 
of the Senate where we debate it and 
can amend it again and ultimately pass 
it to the other body. 
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That is not what is happening today. 
We are told there is going to be legisla- 
tion presented at some point to provide 
$25 billion to the three U.S. auto- 
makers. Beyond that, we know noth- 
ing. What I want to do is talk about 
the concept of it, and later we can talk 
about how the bill will actually get 
here, whether we can seek to amend it, 
and whatever else might be appropriate 
to try to conclude work on this matter. 

Obviously, everyone is hurting these 
days. The car companies aren't the 
only folks who are hurting. Every fam- 
ily is hurting, especially as we have le- 
veraged our debts. We have home mort- 
gage debt, credit card debt, perhaps car 
loan debt. All of us are tightening our 
belts, because we appreciate the fact 
we have to get that debt down. That is 
happening in the business sector as 
well. One of the reasons Congress 
passed the so-called TARP legislation, 
the stabilization package that was de- 
signed to assist financial institutions, 
was because in some respects the finan- 
cial institutions are the blood that 
courses through the entire economy. 
They provide the cash; in many cases, 
the credit. Unfortunately, our country 
runs on credit. You don’t buy anything 
these days without a credit card. You 
certainly don’t buy anything big, such 
as a car or refrigerator, without a cred- 
it card. As a result, the question was 
whether banks were going to stop lend- 
ing to consumers and businesses be- 
cause the assets on their books were of 
such dubious value that they had to 
keep all the cash they could accumu- 
late just to meet the law’s require- 
ments for their reserves. 

What the administration decided 
originally was that the $700 billion 
could be used to buy these troubled as- 
sets, get them off of the banks’ balance 
sheets and, by giving them money to 
buy them, the banks would then have 
money to loan to a car dealer or the 
car dealer to loan to the car purchaser 
and the like. Ultimately, it was decided 
that the economy was in such a sorry 
state that we had to get the money in- 
fused directly into the banks and didn’t 
have time to set up the rather com- 
plicated procedure of buying these as- 
sets. Instead, the loans currently being 
made are going directly to the banks 
and other financial institutions. Of 
course, the hope is that money will 
then be lent out to us and to businesses 
so that the blood which keeps the econ- 
omy going, called cash, can continue to 
enable us to buy things. 

There is some indication that is be- 
ginning to happen, although the proc- 
ess takes a while. There are many folks 
in the economy who get hurt when peo- 
ple don’t buy as much, whether it is 
from lack of credit or trying to tighten 
their belts. I think of one company 
that laid off 10,000 people in one small 
town in Ohio. The company is called 
DHL. I think of Circuit City which 
went bankrupt recently. A lot of folks 
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are worried about Christmas season 
and consumers not buying. There are 
all kinds of folks who are in trouble 
economically, businesses and families. 
The question is whether we should re- 
spond to those with the largest voice in 
Washington, DC. Certainly the three 
big automakers have a big voice here 
and a constituency that would like to 
make their case that they should be 
bailed out and that is where we should 
draw the line. 

I have a hard time with that. Not be- 
cause I don’t like the car companies. I 
readily buy cars from them. I think it 
is great that they build the kind of 
cars I like to buy. I am not faulting 
them for the decisions they have been 
making in what they manufacture. The 
fact is, they are in trouble pretty much 
for reasons that relate to their own de- 
cisions rather than a lot of consumers 
out there who have gotten caught up in 
this credit crunch, in effect through no 
fault of their own, except perhaps 
going into debt more than they should 
have. The car companies have made 
some contracts with the United Auto 
Workers labor union that are literally 
dragging them down. It is like asking 
somebody to swim with a 50-pound 
weight around their neck. It is no won- 
der they can’t meet their obligations 
under the contracts and need taxpayer 
assistance. But the question is whether 
an average family or small business 
should be asked to cough up the money 
to transfer to an auto company that 
has made these deals with the union or 
whether the car company should find 
an alternative way of dealing with it. 

Here is the order of magnitude I am 
talking about. According to the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics, the average hourly 
wage cost for the big three auto manu- 
facturers is $73 an hour. The average 
for the Japanese automakers building 
cars in the United States is between $45 
and $48—substantially less. For the av- 
erage manufacturing company in the 
country or average company, it is 
about $28.48. So you can see that these 
legacy costs of the big auto companies 
are like the 50-pound weight dragging 
them under. It does no good for tax- 
payers to pour $25 billion into the car 
companies and find a year later that 
money has been spent and yet nothing 
has changed to diminish their obliga- 
tions. Where are they going to get the 
next $25 billion and then $25 billion 
after that? 

The reality is, they have to change 
the way they are doing business in 
order to warrant asking taxpayers for 
anything. This is where the alter- 
natives come into play. There is al- 
ready a law on the books that permits 
companies in financial straits such as 
this to reorganize their business, get 
rid of much of their debt obligation and 
start over again. You are required to 
slim down, to be sure, in order to be 
more competitive. It is called reorga- 
nization under chapter 11, sometimes 
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chapter 11 protection. It falls under the 
Bankruptcy Code. When this is accom- 
plished, the contracts that the car 
companies have made are renegotiated 
in such a way that the company can 
show it has the ability to emerge and 
make money, that the contracts are 
not going to continue to weigh them 
down. That would be the benefit of tak- 
ing this reorganization. 

Some are more intent on preserving 
the status quo than being able to com- 
pete because they say things such as: 
Well, restructuring the business might 
mean there would be fewer employees. 
There might well be. It might be 10 per- 
cent or maybe even 20 percent fewer 
employees, if that is what it takes to 
compete successfully. There may be a 
number of dealerships cut. Maybe 10 or 
15 percent of the dealerships will have 
to go away. If that is what it takes for 
them to compete with the Japanese 
automakers, then that is what should 
be done. We should not say those leg- 
acy costs or those built-in costs of op- 
eration should be retained and then 
ask the taxpayers to throw in $25 bil- 
lion to maintain something that isn’t 
working. It is true that these costs rep- 
resent future obligations as well as 
current and so they are going to con- 
tinue unless they are wiped out by the 
reorganization that is provided by 
chapter 11. 

Some people say: Well, what they 
need is better management, and we 
here in Washington know how to man- 
age them better. That is the last thing 
we want, for Congress or folks in Wash- 
ington to tell them how to do their 
business. Under reorganization, a com- 
mittee of experts assists them in de- 
signing a business plan. They have 18 
months to develop a plan to move for- 
ward. They have breathing room. Basi- 
cally all of the obligations are stayed. 
They have the opportunity to fix what 
is wrong, plan for the future, and then 
implement that plan. We wouldn’t have 
any of that if we simply gave them the 
$25 billion. They wouldn’t be protected 
at all from any of the obligations that 
they have either on an ongoing basis or 
their future obligations. 

In all chapter 11 reorganizations, pre- 
filing debts become unenforceable ex- 
cept to the extent that they are incor- 
porated into the reorganization plan. 
GM has $40 billion in long-term debt; 
Ford about $136 billion. A reorganiza- 
tion plan, a business plan would be set 
forth that provides how each of those 
obligations is treated and, if they are 
too much to enable the company to go 
forward, then they are reduced accord- 
ingly. 

A taxpayer bailout would provide 
none of that protection. Protecting the 
workers would still require negotiation 
with the labor unions, but some of the 
amount of those legacy costs could be 
reduced in the process. I mentioned the 
fact that there might be fewer dealer- 
ships. They might decide to reduce the 
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number of brands. They would be doing 
So under the protection of chapter 11 
rather than the current situation. A 
taxpayer bailout wouldn't give them 
any protection from State franchising 
laws that make it very costly to reduce 
the number of brands and dealerships. I 
have some information that when GM 
eliminated the Oldsmobile brand, it re- 
portedly cost $1 billion, and there are 


still litigation proceedings about 
whether they can do that with their 
dealerships. 


Some are concerned about whether 
they could receive financing if they 
took chapter 11, the so-called debtor in 
possession financing. This is an area 
where the Federal Government might 
provide some assistance. The adminis- 
tration, as a matter of fact, has been 
talking about such assistance. But a 
pure taxpayer bailout wouldn’t guar- 
antee any structural reforms or pro- 
vide the possibility of debtor-in-protec- 
tion kind of financing. It would, in 
fact, through the reorganization, at 
least provide taxpayers with the assur- 
ance that they could get repaid if they 
did provide some of this money as op- 
posed to the current proposed bailout 
which has absolutely no guarantee that 
taxpayers would receive any of their 
money back. 

A final two quick points I wish to 
make. There is an argument by the car 
companies of who would buy a car from 
a company that is in chapter 11 protec- 
tion. The answer is, probably the same 
people who are buying cars today. If I 
drive down Camelback Road in Phoe- 
nix, where we have a lot of car dealer- 
ships, 6 months from now and some of 
those companies have asked for chap- 
ter 11 protection, I guarantee you, I 
will not know which ones. They will all 
have the same bright lights, the same 
eager salesmen ready to sell me some- 
thing. With reorganization, you don’t 
go out of business. 

One of the myths is that this would 
put you out of business. If you take 
bankruptcy under chapter 7, you do go 
out of business. That is not what chap- 
ter 11 protection is at all. In fact, you 
are able to reorganize, and that is pre- 
cisely why people would continue to 
buy the cars. 

Not everybody is going to lose their 
job through reorganization. I doubt 
that it would be more than a fraction 
of the people who would lose their jobs. 
Doug Baird, a bankruptcy professor at 
the University of Chicago, recently 
said, in response to the number 3 mil- 
lion which people have been bandying 
about: 

This three million figure is laughable... 
modern bankruptcy law is designed to pro- 
tect against that. 

The bottom line is, there is a law 
that provides protection, breathing 
room, and an ability to get rid of the 
kind of debts burdening these compa- 
nies. If all we do instead is throw $25 
billion at the problem, none of this pro- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


tection comes into play. None of the 
ability to renegotiate what is dragging 
them down now would occur. It would 
simply literally be throwing good 
money after bad without a justification 
of why these companies, as opposed to 
many other companies in the country, 
were to receive that help. 

The money has to come from some- 
where. It has to come from people who 
are working hard to make a go of it 
themselves. So we have to ask the kind 
of hard questions like this before we 
ask our fellow citizens to cough up the 
money for this kind of a bailout. I hope 
we will be able to do that during the 
debate on this legislation, which I hope 
we will see soon, assuming we are 
going to be deciding whether to vote on 
it this week. 

Thank you, Mr. President. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Colorado is recognized. 


EEE 
AMERICA: A WORK IN PROGRESS 


Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to celebrate this historic time in 
the history of the United States of 
America. 

I give my accolades to President- 
elect Obama and to Vice President- 
elect BIDEN for their transformative 
and historic campaign and election. 

I also recognize Senator JOHN 
MCCAIN as a friend and for his extraor- 
dinary contributions to our Nation. I 
am certain Senator MCCAIN will con- 
tinue to serve as a force for good on the 
floor of this Chamber, as he has for so 
many years. I look forward to working 
with him. 

Just a few short years ago, President- 
elect Barack Obama arrived in the Sen- 
ate in the 109th Congress as an un- 
likely occupant from the Illinois State 
Senate. 

President-elect Obama’s story is an 
American story. The son of a mother 
from Kansas and a father from Kenya, 
he learned the values of hard work and 
service to others. He studied at some of 
our Nation’s finest schools but chose to 
apply his immeasurable talents to serv- 
ing the people: a community organizer, 
an Illinois State senator, a U.S. Sen- 
ator, and soon to be the President of 
these United States of America. 

President-elect Obama is, in fact, the 
personification of the American dream 
and the idea of what it is to be an 
American. His election is also a re- 
minder of just how far our country has 
come. 

America has always been a work in 
progress—an idea that generation after 
generation has worked to perfect. We 
must never forget that for over 250 
years on this continent, and through 
the first century of this Nation, we 
lived in a society where slavery was al- 
lowed. 

It took the bloodiest war of our coun- 
try’s history—the Civil War—where 
over a half million Americans were 
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killed on our own soil, to bring about 
an end to slavery and to usher in the 
18th, 14th, and 15th amendments of our 
Constitution. These three amendments, 
in my view, are a significant part of 
the bedrock proposition that all con- 
stitutional liberties are endowed upon 
all Americans without exception. 

Unfortunately, neither the Civil War 
nor these amendments brought an end 
to the division or discrimination that 
were a part of our Nation’s past. 

In 1896, in Plessy v. Ferguson, our 
U.S. Supreme Court sanctioned a sys- 
tem of segregation under the law. The 
Court upheld an 1890 Louisiana law 
which mandated racially segregated 
but equal railroad carriages. It was a 
dark period in our Nation’s history. 

“Jim Crow" laws extended across the 
South. In the Southwest, Mexican 
Americans were also systematically 
denied access to ‘‘White Only" rest- 
rooms and other public places. In the 
South, the signs read: ‘‘No Blacks Al- 
lowed.” In the Southwest in many 
places the signs read: ‘‘No Mexicans Al- 
lowed.”’ 

There were, however, many voices 
who knew that an America divided by 
race was an America which could not 
stand. In the now infamous Plessy 
case, Justice Harlan, in the dissent to 
that case that sanctioned segregation 
under the laws, said the following: 

The destinies of the races, in this country, 
are indissolubly linked together and the in- 
terests of both require that the common gov- 
ernment law shall not permit the seeds of 
race hate to be planted under the sanction of 
law. 

It took more than a half century of 
an America in progress to revisit its 
decision in Plessy v. Ferguson and to 
begin achieving the vision of Justice 
Harlan. It was not until 1920 that our 
Constitution guaranteed the right to 
vote to women. In fact, for the first 
several hundred years women were not 
entitled to vote in the United States of 
America. It was not until 1954, in 
Brown v. Board of Education, that the 
Supreme Court, under the able leader- 
ship of Chief Justice Earl Warren, 
struck down the ‘‘separate but equal" 
doctrine as unconstitutional under the 
14th amendment. Thurgood Marshall, 
another American hero of ours who 
gave his life for equal opportunity for 
all Americans, argued that case before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

But even after the 1954 decision in 
Brown v. Board of Education, there was 
much more work to do. The 15th 
amendment, ratified in 1870, guaran- 
teed all citizens the right to vote re- 
gardless of race. But almost a century 
later—in 1965—only a very small per- 
centage of African Americans were reg- 
istered to vote in States such as Mis- 
sissippi and Alabama. 

In 1965, for example, in Mississippi, 
only 6.7 percent—6.7 percent—of Afri- 
can Americans were registered to vote. 
In Alabama, less than 20 percent of Af- 
rican Americans were registered to 
vote. 
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То prevent people from voting, there 
were literacy tests, poll taxes, and lan- 
guage barriers, not to mention voter 
intimidation and harassment, which 
occurred in those days in the 1960s. 

But the 1960s also brought change to 
America and ensured that we contin- 
ued as an America in progress. In 1964, 
President Lyndon Johnson signed the 
Civil Rights Act. In signing that law, 
he said: 

We believe that all men are created equal, 
yet many are denied equal treatment. We be- 
lieve that all men have certain unalienable 
rights, yet many Americans do not enjoy 
those rights. We believe that all men are en- 
titled to the blessings of liberty, yet millions 
are being deprived of those blessings, not be- 
cause of their own failures, but because of 
color of the skin. 

Our work, President Johnson said 
that day, was not done. He was right. 

In early 1965, Jimmy Lee Jackson 
was shot by а State trooper during а 
civil rights demonstration. 

On March 7, in Selma, AL, more than 
500 nonviolent civil rights marchers at- 
tempting a 54-mile march to the State 
capital to call for voting rights were 
confronted by an aggressive assault by 
authorities. That day, still known and 
remembered as Bloody Sunday, stirred 
a nation to do what it knew was right. 

President Johnson, in those days, 
called for the country to summon its 
better angels. He said: 

At times history and fate meet at a single 
time in а single place to shape a turning 
point in man's unending search for freedom. 
So it was at Lexington and Concord. So it 
was a century ago at Appomattox. So it was 
last week in Selma, Alabama. 

President Johnson continued: 

This time, on this issue, there must be no 
delay, no hesitation and no compromise with 
our purpose. We cannot, we must not, refuse 
to protect the right of every American to 
vote in every election that he may desire to 
participate in. 

On August 6, 1965, President Lyndon 
Johnson signed the landmark legisla- 
tion—the Voting Rights  Act—that 
opened the doors of democracy to all 
Americans. 

In our country's history, yes, we have 
stumbled. But yet at each stumble, 
leaders such as Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Rosa Parks, and Cesar Chavez, 
and many others, have encouraged us 
to get up, to stand up, to move Amer- 
ica forward. 

We, like them, believe America truly 
is an America in progress. Today, 
thanks in large measure to their work, 
we are at the dawn of a new America, 
an era in which doors of democracy and 
opportunity are open to all Americans. 

We are waiting today for the inau- 
guration of the first African-American 
President in the history of the United 
States. That in itself is history. But 
what is also historic about this reality 
is that as President he will be Presi- 
dent for all 325 million people of Amer- 
ica. 

In his election, I think you see the 
statement that is truly the American 
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ideal: that no matter who you are, no 
matter where you are from, anything is 
possible in this America of ours. That 
is what makes us a great nation. That 
is what we have seen as an America in 
progress which has brought us to this 
point in our Nation’s history. 

We have much work to do ahead. But 
I am very confident that America’s 
best days are still ahead, as we con- 
tinue to be the beacon of hope and op- 
portunity and human possibilities for 
the entire globe. 

Mr. President, I thank you and yield 
the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Maine is recognized. 


EE 
THANKING THE PEOPLE OF MAINE 


Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, since 
this is the first time I have spoken on 
the Senate floor since the elections 
have been completed, let me say I am 
very honored the people of Maine have 
chosen me to represent them in the 
Senate for another 6 years. It is a great 
honor and privilege to represent the 
great State of Maine, and I want to 
begin my remarks this afternoon by ac- 
knowledging that. 


Í — анинала———— 
FINANCIAL REGULATION REFORM 
ACT OF 2008 
Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, 


throughout the past few months, I have 
had the opportunity to talk to literally 
thousands of Mainers, and the No. 1 
issue that has been on their mind is the 
financial crisis, the poor state of the 
economy. 

Public confidence in our Nation’s fi- 
nancial system has been shaken badly 
by the extent, the scope, and the rapid- 
ity of the financial meltdown. As a 
former financial regulator in the State 
of Maine, a position I held for 5 years, 
I have become convinced that signifi- 
cant regulatory reforms are required to 
restore public confidence and to ensure 
that the absence of regulation does not 
allow a crisis like the one we are en- 
gulfed in now to happen ever again. 

Therefore, today I will introduce a 
bill that would close two dangerous 
gaps in the Government’s system for 
overseeing financial markets. The bill 
would also establish a formal process 
for developing additional, comprehen- 
sive reforms of our financial regulatory 
system. 

Our economy has struggled with a 
credit crisis spawned by mortgage de- 
faults in the subprime mortgage mar- 
ket and their ripple effects throughout 
markets for mortgage-backed securi- 
ties. Complex financial instruments 
that were poorly understood, not trans- 
parent, and, in many cases, not regu- 
lated have exacerbated the crisis. 

What was once thought of as Amer- 
ica's mortgage crisis has metastasized 
into à nightmare of converging forces 
that could lead to à deep and global re- 
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cession. As we have so painfully 
learned, financial markets are truly 
global, and the hopes and fears that af- 
fect these markets move with the speed 
of light through electronic communica- 
tions and electronic trading. 

The consequences in our country 
have been dire: falling home prices, ris- 
ing foreclosure rates, plunging con- 
sumer sales, increased unemployment, 
a tremendous erosion of retirement 
savings, and billions of dollars for 
emergency stabilization programs. We 
are even looking at a Federal deficit 
that could reach the extraordinary fig- 
ure of $1 trillion. 

The Maine lobster industry, the para- 
digm of hardy, small town entrepre- 
neurship, has also felt the blows of the 
crisis in high finance and a terrible 
economy. It is not only that consumers 
have reacted by reducing their pur- 
chases of lobsters—although that is 
one factor—it is also that the lobster 
industry is an innocent victim of the 
global financial crisis. 

It is extraordinary that the global fi- 
nancial crisis is putting the very exist- 
ence of Maine's centuries-old lobster 
industry in jeopardy. 

Here is what happened. In addition to 
plunging demand, many lobstermen in 
Maine send their lobsters to Canadian 
processors. Well, it turns out that 
those Canadian processors are, in turn, 
financed largely by financial institu- 
tions in Iceland—in Iceland. 

When the Iceland financial system 
collapsed, credit was terminated to the 
Canadian processors, which, in turn, 
Stopped processing Maine lobster. Who 
would have guessed that the failures of 
banks in Iceland would claim as vic- 
tims the lobstermen in the State of 
Maine? But that shows how integrated 
our financial system is worldwide. A 
lobster dealer in my State said: 

This is as devastating to the State of 
Maine as Hurricane Katrina washing away 
all the boats and blowing down all the 
wharves. 

Nor is the fallout from the financial 
crisis confined to our shores. This past 
weekend, leaders of the G-20 nations 
who represent 85 percent of the world's 
economic activity met in Washington 
to address this crisis. Clearly, we need 
a coordinated global response to the 
downturn, but we also must take ac- 
tion to right our own ship. As we close 
out the 110th Congress and prepare to 
reconvene for the 111th, we must con- 
sider how to protect our financial sys- 
tem from the shortfalls in regulation, 
reporting, and transparency that 
helped lay the groundwork for a sudden 
and traumatic onslaught of bad eco- 
nomic news. 

Consider that less than a year ago, 
the American financial system boasted 
five huge investment bank holding 
companies: Bear Stearns, Lehman 
Brothers, Merrill Lynch, Goldman 
Sachs, and Morgan Stanley. Today, 
those institutions no longer exist as we 
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had long known them. They have failed 
or are being acquired or, as Goldman 
Sachs and Morgan Stanley dem- 
onstrate, have converted themselves to 
bank holding companies subject to 
Federal Reserve supervision. What is 
astonishing, however, is that current 
Federal law assigns no agency respon- 
sibility for supervising these enormous 
institutions, even though experience 
has shown their safety and soundness 
could have vast implications for the fi- 
nancial system and the broader econ- 
omy. Think about that. Your local 
credit union, your small community 
bank is subject to safety and soundness 
regulations, but these enormous Wall 
Street financial institutions that argu- 
ably have а far greater impact on our 
economy have not been subject to safe- 
ty and soundness regulations. Instead, 
they participated in a completely vol- 
untary program of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission—a program that 
was later deemed as inadequate by the 
SEC Chairman as he canceled it this 
fall. 

My legislation would apply safety 
and soundness regulation to invest- 
ment bank holding companies by as- 
signing the Federal Reserve this re- 
Sponsibility. Although the five big 
firms have left the field, this is à nec- 
essary step. Any new investment bank 
holding company that might be orga- 
nized would fall into the same regu- 
latory void as its predecessors. The 
SEC would be able to regulate its 
broker-dealer operations, but no Fed- 
eral agency would have the explicit au- 
thority to examine its operations for 
Safety and soundness or for systemic 
risk. The collapses at Bear Stearns and 
Lehman Brothers illustrate the tre- 
mendous hardship that can result 
under the recent voluntary system. 

Federal financial officials have also 
pointed to a '( massive hole" in their 
ability to monitor and manage sys- 
temic risk. That is the rapidly ex- 
panded markets in private, over-the- 
counter contracts known as credit de- 
fault swaps." These are contracts that 
involve paying for protection against 
default, loss of value, or another credit 
event that might affect a financial 
asset such as a government or cor- 
porate bond or à mortgage-backed se- 
curity. 

As government officials and financial 
experts have pointed out, there is noth- 
ing perhaps inherently wrong with 
such contracts. The problem, however, 
is that credit default swaps are not 
traded on regulated exchanges, are not 
officially reported to our Nation's fi- 
nancial regulators, and are not even 
Subject to recordkeeping requirements. 
Some are visible to bank examiners 
who may take them into account when 
considering a bank's risk exposure and 
others are summarized in voluntary 
publications, but that is only a partial 
glimpse into à market whose total na- 
tional value has been estimated as high 
as $60 trillion. 
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As the cases of Lehman Brothers and 
AIG insurance holding company 
showed this year, serious problems can 
arise when a major credit event sud- 
denly reveals that massive claims for 
collateral posting or payment are con- 
verging on credit default swap parties 
who cannot meet their obligations. But 
under the current system, it is often 
impossible for regulators and even 
market participants to know in ad- 
vance how all the tangled webs of con- 
tract commitments overlap and affect 
any particular party. This leaves regu- 
lators unable to take action against ex- 
cessive debt, inadequate reserves, or 
other threats. 

For example, Bear Stearns had a fi- 
nancial leverage ratio of 35 to 1. In 
other words, the firm borrowed $35 for 
every dollar of its own money. That 
level of debt financing can generate 
fabulous profits for shareholders and 
mind-boggling bonuses for top execu- 
tives when investments flourish but 
can whipsaw disastrously if they drop 
in value. If your equity capital is $1 
and you borrow $35 more to buy an 
asset worth $36 and the value of that 
asset declines by only $2, to $34, you 
are insolvent. 

Although credit default swaps are 
contracts rather than asset purchases, 
they can also overwhelm sellers and 
leave buyers unable to get payment for 
the protection they thought they had 
secured. Excessive leverage and exces- 
sive risk exposure can combine to ruin 
even giants such as Lehman Brothers 
and AIG. 

The fallout from such collapses ex- 
tends far beyond the firms’ investors, 
employers, and business partners—and 
this is the important point. It would be 
one thing if the bad decisions made by 
Wall Street firms only affected those 
firms, but that is not the case, as we 
have learned all too well. People in 
Maine and other Main Street Ameri- 
cans have felt shock and despair in re- 
viewing the statements for their 401(k) 
accounts. For these people, the fact of 
their loss is far more important than 
its cause. But for us who are assigned 
the role of policymakers, under- 
standing the cause of the problem is 
critical if we are to prevent its recur- 
rence. 

We now know that a fundamental 
source of trouble was the lack of effec- 
tive oversight, of regulation for safety 
and soundness for the highly leveraged 
investment bank holding companies. 
And we know that the second problem 
is the lack of transparency and coordi- 
nation in the enormous market for 
credit default swaps. 

My bill would address the second 
problem in two ways. First, it sets a re- 
porting requirement. For any U.S. en- 
tity that buys or sells a credit default 
swap contract, it must report that fact 
to the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission. This simple step will go a 
long way to increasing the trans- 
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parency and allowing us to identify po- 
tential risks. Second, my bill would 
add the force of law to the clearing- 
house initiative being jointly pursued 
by the Federal Reserve Bank of New 
York, the SEC, and the CFTC. 


The clearinghouse, however, should 
be codified. We can’t rely on a vol- 
untary arrangement. The SEC's top 
risk-management official recommends 
such а statutory mandate to ensure 
participation, and that is what my bill 
would do. As two NYU finance profes- 
Sors wrote in a recent essay for Forbes: 
It is time to “lift the veil" from these 
derivatives with more reporting and 
with centralized clearing operations. 


Correcting those gaps are important 
Steps toward preventing repetition of 
the painful financial collapses we have 
Seen. But we must also look in the long 
term at comprehensive financial re- 
form. The Emergency Economic Sta- 
bilization Act that was signed into law 
last month calls for two reports to ad- 
vance that goal. One is due in January 
and one in April. Those will be useful, 
but I believe our deliberations would 
benefit from having the advice not only 
of а small panel on a short deadline 
and of the new administration but also 
from a special commission modeled on 
the one created to examine the ter- 
rorist attacks of September 11, 2001. 
Fortunately, à plan for such а commis- 
Sion exists. It has been developed by 
my colleagues, Senator LIEBERMAN and 
Senator CANTWELL, and that has been 
incorporated into my bill as well. 


I believe this issue of restoring con- 
fidence to our financial markets 
through a strong and effective regu- 
latory reform bill is so critical to our 
Nation—critical for promoting growth 
and job creation, for protecting retire- 
ment savings and public services, for 
restoring credit to households and 
small businesses, and for promoting 
transparency and accountability in fi- 
nancial markets—that we should focus 
on it in a special session in December. 

But regardless of the decisions made 
by our leadership on that issue, I hope 
the introduction of the Financial Regu- 
lation Reform Act of 2008 will prompt a 
much-needed debate on the funda- 
mental changes needed to modernize 
and strengthen our system for moni- 
toring and regulating the immensely 
complicated financial markets that 
supply the lifeblood for growth for our 
country. 

Madam President, I suggest the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
STABENOW). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam  Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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VETERANS DAY 


Mr. KYL. Madam Presdient, Novem- 
ber 11 marked the 54th anniversary of 
Veterans Day. It is an occasion when 
we must remember the great debt that 
we owe veterans and members of the 
armed services who fight to maintain 
our freedom around the world. 
Throughout history, our soldiers have 
risked their lives to defend our free- 
dom, and we must not forget their sac- 
rifices. 

For my State of Arizona, Veterans 
Day is particularly special because it is 
home to over 560,000 veterans. Each one 
has worked to maintain our freedom. 
Whether as a medic administering aid 
to а fallen soldier, а soldier rooting out 
the enemy in a safe house, or à me- 
chanic servicing the military equip- 
ment, every veteran played an integral 
role in our military and thus strength- 
ened our Nation. Our veterans shoul- 
dered this great responsibility with 
courage, dedication and honor. We, as à 
Nation, cannot forget the countless 
Sacrifices our veterans have made for 
this country. 

Brave men and women in our Armed 
Forces continue to fight the war 
against terrorists. It is important to 
remember that the troops currently 
working to defeat the terrorists all vol- 
unteered for our Nation's military. 
Young people today are presented with 
many opportunities when they begin 
their careers, and many serving in the 
military could have chosen a more lu- 
crative career that would not put them 
in harm's way or take them away from 
their families. This act of selflessness 
not only underscores the patriotism of 
our Nation, but also highlights the 
dedication of our Nation's youth. We 
Should be thankful that so many Amer- 
icans are willing to serve their Nation, 
particularly at such a critical and dan- 
gerous time. 

In the coming year, Congress will be 
called upon to preserve care and serv- 
ices to our veterans, as well as to sup- 
port our men and women who are en- 
gaged in the missions abroad. We can- 
not forget those who have given up so 
much to fight for our Nation, and we 
will work to ensure that our veterans 
and soldiers are recognized for their 
Service. 

My family and I pay respect to all 
soldiers who have sacrificed to ensure 
America remains free, safe, and the 
symbol of democracy for the world. I 
am immensely grateful to all who have 
Served this great Nation. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


LARRY CRAIG 
Mr. INOUYE. Madam President, I 
rise to recognize the service of a great 
public servant and an outstanding lead- 
er. 
Senator CRAIG has served his home 
State of Idaho for 17 years in the U.S. 
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Senate. He has been a fervent leader to 
the people of Idaho with unwavering 
devotion. 

Senator CRAIG has sought to estab- 
lish Federal policies that respond to 
the needs and interests of Idahoans by 
constructing strong, sustainable rural 
communities, seeking access to ade- 
quate, affordable health care and devel- 
oping natural resource and energy poli- 
cies that protect the environment and 
keep consistency with economic 
growth. 

Senator CRAIG’s leadership in pro- 
moting economic development and 
strengthening American agriculture 
has led to the improvement of both ag- 
ricultural studies and programs. His re- 
silient leadership has helped to foster 
numerous programs in Idaho that will 
benefit agricultural entrepreneurship 
and help to strengthen the partnership 
between State and Federal groups. Sen- 
ator CRAIG has truly served the people 
of Idaho with distinction. 

Madam President, I ask my col- 
leagues to join me in paying tribute to 
this magnificent Senator. 

PETE DOMENICI 


Madam President, I rise to recognize 
the service of a great public servant 
and an outstanding leader. 

Senator DOMENICI has been a tremen- 
dous and dedicated servant to his home 
State of New Mexico. His distinguished 
career spans 36 years, making him the 
first New Mexican to serve six full 6- 
year terms and the longest serving 
Senator of his State. 

Senator DOMENICI has been a devoted 
champion of the State of New Mexico. 
His relentless commitment to the peo- 
ple of New Mexico is evident to all who 
know him. As a respected leader in the 
Senate, he has pushed to strengthen 
energy security, curb nuclear prolifera- 
tion, promote fiscal responsibility in 
the Federal budget, and has dem- 
onstrated profound leadership skills in 
his desire to continuously improve New 
Mexico’s economy. 

Among his many accomplishments 
and priorities, Senator DOMENICI has 
placed the importance of our future 
generation at the forefront. He recog- 
nizes the necessity of cultivating the 
young minds of today to ensure a 
bright future. Over a decade ago, Sen- 
ator DOMENICI introduced the Char- 
acter Counts Program into New Mexi- 
co’s school curriculum. Under the guid- 
ance of this program, schoolchildren 
learn the value of trustworthiness, re- 
spect, responsibility, fairness, caring, 
and citizenship as they build their 
character. Such traits are reflected in 
Senator DOMENICI. His legacy of public 
service has truly left its mark on Con- 
gress and will forever remain in the 
hearts of New Mexicans. 

Madam President, I ask my col- 
leagues to join me in paying tribute to 
this magnificent Senator and friend. 
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CHUCK HAGEL 

Madam President, I rise to recognize 
the service of a great public servant 
and an outstanding leader. 

Senator HAGEL has been a committed 
and avid servant to his home State of 
Nebraska. He has served in Congress 
for two consecutive 6-year terms with 
ardent fervor for the welfare of Nebras- 
kans and all Americans. 

Senator HAGEL has always placed the 
well-being of Nebraska and our Nation 
ahead of partisanship and personal feel- 
ings. He has been an earnest supporter 
of bipartisanship, recognizing the pro- 
ductivity that can accompany joint 
labor. His devotion to the people of his 
State and this Nation is apparent to 
any who know him. He has distin- 
guished himself as a soldier and public 
servant of the people, demonstrating 
an exemplary character of which Ne- 
braskans can be proud. 

Madam President, I ask my col- 
leagues to join me in paying tribute to 
this magnificent Senator. 

WAYNE ALLARD 

Madam President, I rise to recognize 
the service of a great public servant 
and an outstanding leader. 

Senator ALLARD has been a tremen- 
dous and dedicated servant to his home 
State of Colorado. His distinguished ca- 
reer spans 17 years in the U.S. Senate 
and the House of Representatives. 

Senator ALLARD has been a devoted 
champion of the State of Colorado. His 
tireless commitment to the people of 
Colorado is evident to all who know 
him. He has been an ardent supporter 
of increased national attention to the 
importance of savings plans and invest- 
ments and small business concerns. 

Madam President, I ask my col- 
leagues to join me in paying tribute to 
this magnificent Senator. 

JOHN WARNER 

Madam President, I rise to recognize 
the service of a great public servant 
and an outstanding leader. 

Senator WARNER has been a tremen- 
dous and dedicated servant to his home 
State of Virginia and our Nation. His 
distinguished career spans 30 years in 
the U.S. Senate, making him the sec- 
ond longest serving U.S. Senator from 
Virginia. 

Senator WARNER has always placed 
the well-being of Virginia and the 
United States ahead of partisanship 
and personal feelings. He has been an 
ardent supporter for the men and 
women of the Armed Forces. As a re- 
spected leader, he pushed to modernize 
the structure and operations of the 
military to ensure its effectiveness in 
the 21st century. 

Madam President, I ask my col- 
leagues to join me in paying tribute to 
this magnificent Senator. 

JOHN SUNUNU 

Mr. CONRAD. Madam President, I 
rise today to honor my colleague, Sen- 
ator JOHN SUNUNU, who will be leaving 
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the Senate at the end of this term. 
Senator SUNUNU has represented the 
great State of New Hampshire for 12 
years in Congress, serving six of those 
years in the Senate. Senator SUNUNU 
and I both served on the Finance Com- 
mittee. Although we did not always 
agree, I found JOHN to be willing to 
work in a bipartisan manner to con- 
front the major challenges that our 
great Nation faces. 

Raised in Salem, NH, JOHN SUNUNU 
became interested in public service 
early in life when his mother served as 
chair of the local school board. JOHN 
attended public school in Salem and 
later earned advanced degrees from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and the Harvard Graduate School of 
Business. 

JOHN SUNUNU was elected to rep- 
resent New Hampshire's First Electoral 
District in the House of Representa- 
tives in 1996. In the House, JOHN served 
on the Budget and Appropriations 
Committees. He quickly rose in rank 
on the Budget Committee, becoming 
its vice chairman. In 2002, he was elect- 
ed to represent the Granite State in 
this Chamber, becoming its youngest 
Member. 

JOHN and I worked together on nu- 
merous occasions. We both served on 
the Finance Committee This summer, 
JOHN joined the so-called “Gang of 
Теп” as it expanded from 10 to 20 mem- 
bers. Together, we sought pragmatic, 
bipartisan solutions to our Nation’s en- 
ergy crisis. Senator SUNUNU also joined 
me in standing up for our Nation’s sen- 
ior citizens and opposing cuts to Medi- 
care-financed nursing home care. 

JOHN will be remembered for his com- 
mitment to individual liberties and 
limited Government. In the uncertain- 
ties of today’s world, Senator SUNUNU 
has been a voice for preserving civil 
liberties in the light of increased law 
enforcement needs. 

I thank Senator SUNUNU for his years 
of public service and wish him and his 
family the best in the future. 


EES 


HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 
SERGEANT MICHAEL K. CLARK 

Mr. SALAZAR. Madam President, it 
is with a heavy heart that I rise today 
to pay tribute to the life and service of 
SGT Michael Clark. A member of Fort 
Carson’s 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
Sergeant Clark was killed on October 7 
when his foot patrol was ambushed in 
Mosul, Iraq. He was 24 years old. 

Sergeant Clark was on his second de- 
ployment to Iraq and in his fourth year 
of service in the 3rd Brigade. He was 
assigned to the brigade’s 1st Battalion, 
8th Infantry Regiment, and served as a 
fire support specialist, a job that re- 
quires quick thinking, unusually 
strong stamina, and a mastery of the 
techniques of target processing. In this 
urban, guerrilla-style conflict, where 
the enemy’s location is often difficult 
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to acquire, Sergeant Clark played a 
vital role as the eyes and ears of his 
team. 

Sergeant Clark’s dedication and tal- 
ent earned him a number of awards, in- 
cluding the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, the Iraq Campaign 
Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, and 
the Combat Action Badge. He was also 
a two-time recipient of the Army Com- 
mendation Medal, which recognizes ex- 
emplary service. 

Sergeant Clark and his team were 
charged with maintaining security in 
the eastern portion of Mosul, which is 
Iraq’s second largest city and one of 
the remaining centers of operation for 
al-Qaida in Iraq. They carried out their 
mission—one of the most dangerous 
and important of the war—with cour- 
age and tenacity. 

As a result of their efforts, security 
conditions in Mosul have markedly im- 
proved, and neighborhoods in the city 
that were once under control of ex- 
tremists have been reclaimed and 
turned over to the Iraqi people. Two 
days before Sergeant Clark’s death, 
American forces in Mosul killed Abu 
Qaswarah, the second-in-command for 
al-Qaida-in-Iraq who coordinated oper- 
ations in the region. Thanks in large 
measure to the incredible courage and 
skill of Sergeant Clark and his men, 
the tide in Mosul is turning. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote that, 
“the characteristic of genuine heroism 
is its persistency. All men have wan- 
dering impulses, fits and starts of gen- 
erosity. But when you have resolved to 
be great, abide by yourself, and do not 
weakly try to reconcile yourself with 
the world. The heroic cannot be com- 
mon, nor the common heroic." 

Sergeant Clark possessed the persist- 
ence and dedication to duty that is the 
mark of a genuine hero. He enlisted at 
a young age. He deployed and he rede- 
ployed. He served every day in Iraq 
committed to his country, his men, and 
his mission. He carried out his mission 
with distinction and honor. He was 
anything but common, and we are all 
better for it. 

To Sergeant Clark's mother Cherie, 
his father Bradley, his wife Nalini, his 
son Lucas, and all his friends and fam- 
ily, I cannot imagine the sorrow you 
must be feeling. I hope that, in time, 
the pain of your loss is assuaged by 
your pride in Michael's service and by 
your knowledge that his country will 
never forget him. We are humbled by 
his service and his sacrifice. 

CORPORAL ADRIAN ROBLES 

Mr. HAGEL. Madam President, I rise 
to express my sympathy over the loss 
of United States Marine Corps Corporal 
Adrian Robles of Scottsbluff, NE. Cor- 
poral Robles died on October 22 from 
injuries he sustained while supporting 
combat operations in Helmand prov- 
ince in southern Afghanistan. 

A graduate of Scottsbluff High 
School, Corporal Robles, who was 21 
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years old, was an exemplary marine. 
Throughout his service, which included 
a tour in Iraq during 2006, Corporal 
Robles received three medals of Good 
Conduct from the Marine Corps; two 
Sea Service Deployment Ribbons; the 
Afghanistan Campaign Medal; the Iraq 
Campaign Medal; the Global War on 
Terrorism Service Medal; the National 
Defense Service Medal; and the Purple 
Heart. 

All of Nebraska is proud of Corporal 
Robles’ service to our country, as well 
as the thousands of brave men and 
women serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

Corporal Robles is remembered as a 
devoted son and brother. He is survived 
by his parents Cesar and Yolanda; sis- 
ter Beatriz; and stepsiblings Cesar and 
Ricardo Robles and Yovana Chaparro. 

I ask my colleagues to join me and 
all Americans in honoring U.S. Marine 
Corps Corporal Adrian Robles. 


EE 
NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH 


Mr. CARPER. Madam President, I 
rise today to recognize National Men- 
toring Month. The designation of Janu- 
ary as National Mentoring Month al- 
lows us to focus national attention on 
the need for mentors, as well as how 
each of us—individuals, businesses, 
schools and community groups—can 
work together to ensure brighter fu- 
tures for our young people. 

Mentors serve as role models, advo- 
cates, friends and advisers. Numerous 
studies show that mentors help young 
people augment social skills, enhance 
emotional well-being, improve cog- 
nitive skills and plan for the future. 
For some children, having a caring 
adult mentor to turn to for guidance 
and encouragement can make the cru- 
cial difference between success and 
failure in life. 

As a longtime mentor myself, I cer- 
tainly know that there are few things 
more rewarding than making a dif- 
ference in the life of a child. Mentoring 
programs are not only advantageous to 
our students, but they are also reward- 
ing to the mentor. In Delaware, men- 
toring has become an integral part of 
our school system and is one of the 
keys to improving academic achieve- 
ment among at-risk students. 

As Governor, I helped recruit 10,000 
mentors as part of a statewide effort 
and was actively involved in encour- 
aging individuals, churches, service 
clubs, students and corporations to 
help mentor Delaware’s at-risk chil- 
dren. However, at the national level, 15 
million children are still in need of 
mentors, and it is imperative that we 
continue to expand grant programs. 

I am proud that Congress has been 
working toward increasing the funding 
for mentoring. I have cosponsored two 
pieces of legislation that support men- 
toring including the Mentoring Amer- 
ica’s Children Act, which was intro- 
duced by Senator CLINTON. This bill is 
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based on joint recommendations of the 
MENTOR/National Mentoring Partner- 
Ship, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Amer- 
ica and the National Collaboration for 
Youth. The act would broaden the 
reach of mentoring programs to in- 
clude à number of specific populations 
of young people—including children in 
foster care and those living in commu- 
nities with high rates of youth suicide. 
The Mentoring America’s Children Act 
would also help students gain profes- 
sional skills by implementing intern- 
ship programs during the school year. 

The second piece of legislation I have 
cosponsored is the Mentoring for All 
Act. This bill, introduced by Senator 
KERRY, would create a competitive 
grant fund to strengthen and grow 
mentoring infrastructure across the 
country and provide additional support 
and funding to direct service men- 
toring organizations, both at the na- 
tional and local levels. 

In addition to cosponsoring these two 
bills, I also signed onto a letter to Sen- 
ators HARKIN and SPECTER encouraging 
increased funding for mentoring to be 
added into the fiscal year 2009 budget. 
The letter encourages the Senate Sub- 
committee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education to in- 
clude $100 million in their appropria- 
tions bills for mentoring. 

There are literally millions of stu- 
dents in our schools who would benefit 
greatly from having another positive 
role model in their lives. I pledge to 
continue to fight for increased funding 
of mentoring programs all year, not 
just during National Mentoring Month. 
Iam proud and grateful to our Nation’s 
mentors who realize that less than an 
hour of our time each school week can 
make a lifetime of difference to a child 
and to each of us. 


EE 
IN RECOGNITION OF TIM LITVIN 


Mr. GREGG. Madam President, today 
I rise to make a few comments about a 
longtime staffer in my office, Tim 
Litvin. 

A native of Manchester and a grad- 
uate of Central High School, Tim came 
to work for me first as an intern from 
Colgate University and then joined the 
office full time in 2001. Through his 7 
years of service, Tim rose through the 
ranks from manning the front desk to 
becoming a legislative aide on critical 
defense and military issues, as well as 
on other matters. From making sure 
our veterans and soldiers received the 
highest level care and attention, to his 
work with the Portsmouth Naval Ship- 
yard, Tim gained respect from all those 
who crossed his path. 

In my office, Tim always came to 
work with a smile, a willingness to 
help, and a good sense of humor. At of- 
fice functions in the conference room 
or on the softball field, Tim would al- 
ways crack a few jokes among his co- 
workers, sometimes at his own expense 
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to add a bit of levity. This low-key, 
low-ego approach helped keep things in 
the office light and upbeat. Where 
there was laughter in my office, Tim 
was usually there and we all appre- 
ciated it. 

But humor aside, Tim’s passion for 
public service and military matters, es- 
pecially defense appropriations, has 
been his strongest attribute. While 
working full time in my office, Tim at- 
tended evening classes at the Naval 
War College and obtained a master’s 
degree. When Granite State service- 
members were recuperating at Walter 
Reed, Tim would often drive out there, 
visit them, and make sure that they re- 
ceived the best care possible. Time and 
again, he went above and beyond the 
call of duty. 

Although Tim’s new job will not be 
taking him too far from the Hill, he 
will be missed. Whether it be his good 
cheer, his expertise, or his dedication 
to service, Tim will be hard to replace. 
Fortunately, it is good to know that 
the Federal Government will still ben- 
efit from his talents as he works for 
our men and women in the Armed 
Forces at the Pentagon. I am sure Tim 
will make us all proud there and I wish 
Tim best of luck on this new chapter in 
his life. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO LYNN BAKER 


Mr. LIEBERMAN. Madam President, 
I wish today to express my deep grati- 
tude and heartfelt best wishes to my 
administrative director, Lynn Baker, 
who will be retiring at the end of the 
month after 27 years of distinguished 
service in the U.S. Senate. 

Lynn is a perfect example of the 
countless people who serve the Senate 
as dedicated, nonpartisan employees. 
Whether it has been as a member of 
committee staff or in personal offices, 
the Senate could not function without 
professional staff such as Lynn Baker. 

Over the past 27 years, Lynn has 
worked with many staff and interns, 
all of whom have benefitted from her 
experience, wisdom, and guidance. 
When asked about Lynn, many current 
and former staffers will tell you that 
she is always willing to listen and offer 
advice. She takes great pride in en- 
couraging junior staffers to develop 
their abilities and pursue their goals. 
One former staffer remembers that 
Lynn made her feel like part of the 
family when she opened her home to 
this staffer until appropriate housing 
could be found. It is no wonder that 
Lynn stays in touch with so many of 
those with whom she has worked 
throughout her tenure in the Senate. 

Lynn graduated with a degree in his- 
tory from Lake Forest College in Illi- 
nois, including a semester abroad in 
Florence. She subsequently worked in 
a Washington law firm for 2 years be- 
fore joining Senator Charles H. Percy 
of Illinois’ staff on the Permanent Sub- 
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committee on Investigations. During à 
7-year period on Senator Percy's staff, 
Lynn also served as office manager for 
his personal office before she became 
chief clerk of the Subcommittee on En- 
ergy, Nuclear Proliferation and Gov- 
ernment Process. 

Following a 4-year absence from the 
Senate, Lynn returned in 1987 as execu- 
tive assistant and scheduling director 
for Senator KENT CONRAD of North Da- 
kota. When she became office manager 
for Senator Mark O. Hatfield of Or- 
egon, Lynn worked closely with senior 
Disbursing Office staff to develop the 
first electronic financial management 
System and time and attendance sys- 
tem for personal Senate offices. Fol- 
lowing Senator Hatfield's retirement, 
Lynn worked as office manager for 
МАХ BAUCUS of Montana before return- 
ing to the Senate Committee on Gov- 
ernmental Affairs as chief clerk in 1998. 
Lynn was financial clerk of the com- 
mittee when I assumed the chairman- 
Ship in 2001, and then moved to my per- 
Sonal office as administrative director 
in 2003. 

As administrative director, Lynn has 
made a number of contributions that 
have helped my office better serve Con- 
necticut. Always open to new ideas, 
Lynn implemented the acquisition and 
use of new technologies that enabled 
my staff to perform their duties more 
efficiently. She also took the initiative 
to update and rewrite my office policy 
manual, and played а leading role in 
integrating my office with a new soft- 
ware system that will revolutionize the 
way my staff communicates and works 
together. Lynn was instrumental in 
the redesign of my Senate office in 
2005, which resulted in an attractive, 


comfortable, апа functional work 
Space. 

Lynn has formed many lasting 
friendships throughout the Senate 


community, where she is beloved and 
respected for her character, judgment, 
and professionalism. I know I speak for 
my staff and many in the Senate fam- 
ily when I say how difficult it will be 
for us to bid a fond farewell to Lynn. 
Her patience, warmth, and wise counsel 
will be greatly missed. However, we all 
wish Lynn good health and happiness 
always as she begins her well-deserved 
retirement. I know that she has much 
to look forward to with her loving hus- 
band, Steve Nousen, and their son, 
Daniel Baker. 

I extend to Lynn Baker my personal 
thanks and congratulations for 27 
years of exemplary public service to 
the U.S. Senate. 


EE 


IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 
Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, in 
mid-June, I asked Idahoans to share 
with me how high energy prices are af- 
fecting their lives, and they responded 
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by the hundreds. The stories, num- 
bering well over 1,200, are heart- 
breaking and touching. While energy 
prices have dropped in recent weeks, 
the concerns expressed remain very rel- 
evant. To respect the efforts of those 
who took the opportunity to share 
their thoughts, I am submitting every 
e-mail sent to me through an address 
Set up specifically for this purpose to 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. This is not 
an issue that will be easily resolved, 
but it is one that deserves immediate 
and serious attention, and Idahoans de- 
Serve to be heard. Their stories not 
only detail their struggles to meet ev- 
eryday expenses, but also have sugges- 
tions and recommendations as to what 
Congress can do now to tackle this 
problem and find solutions that last be- 
yond today. I ask unanimous consent 
to have today's letters printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, аз follows: 

We are glad to hear that at least one of our 
politicians is concerned about how the gaso- 
line prices are affecting the middle class. 
Most of us feel that our government is ex- 
tremely out of touch with the majority of 
the country. 

We are retired on a fixed income and we 
worked hard all our lives and saved to get a 
motor home for vacations, but unfortunately 
we now cannot use it because of the price of 
gasoline and it just sits there. We try to go 
out shopping for groceries and any other ne- 
cessities just once a week, making a list of 
items and stores, color coding so we do not 
forget anything. The cost of energy also has 
increased the price of groceries tremen- 
dously, so basic foods and produce are the 
norm—doing away with any treats. We have 
never seen the price of gasoline increase day 
by day and a nickel to a dime at a time. 

We desperately need to have alternate 
sources of energy, such as coal, windmills, 
Solar and nuclear. We should have been 
building new refineries and recovering oil off 
all of our coasts since the 1970s when this 
same problem came up at that time, but, to 
our shame, we did not. 

Automobiles should get a lot more than 
the 35 mpg that we have heard mentioned for 
future vehicles. It should be at the very least 
60 mpg, and there is no reason in this world 
with our technology that this could not be а 
reality. Something should be done to in- 
crease the mileage on all of the vehicles that 
are already on the road. This is never men- 
tioned. We cannot just go out and buy a hy- 
brid or other fuel efficient vehicle at the 
drop of a hat to help the situation. We drive 
our 2002 Honda 4 cylinder between 55 and 60 
mph on the highway to increase our fuel effi- 
ciency and you should see the bad looks we 
get. Highway mileage should be lowered to 55 
mph like in the 70s to help conserve. 

We do hope that our government does 
something quickly to improve this situation 
and that it is not handled like it was in the 
70s—all talk and no action. We need to be de- 
pendent on no one but ourselves for our en- 
ergy needs. No one is going to take care of 
the USA and its citizens but the USA itself. 

We need some action now—please. 

ROBERT & ROBERTA, 
Idaho Falls. 

Thanks for the opportunity to respond to 

your e-letter regarding energy costs and gas- 
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oline prices. I agree that we in the US are far 
too dependent on petroleum for energy. But 
I think it is а selfish and short-sighted view 
to defeat the climate change legislation. Our 
focus should be, as you mentioned, on using 
less petroleum, not searching for petroleum 
everywhere we can, no matter the ecological 
cost. It is true; we do not have good mass 
transit in Idaho and especially in the more 
densely populated Treasure Valley. I think 
tax dollars would be well spent to improve 
the mass transit situation in the Valley. 

We need to give tax incentives to clean, re- 
newable energy sources and rescind the tax 
breaks given to the huge oil companies who 
have been reaping record profits at the ex- 
pense of all Americans. The answer is in con- 
servation which includes improved mass 
transit and in alternative transportation 
where there would be improved avenues for 
bicycling and walking. 

It is true. I will not be driving as far for va- 
cation this year, though I would like to ex- 
plore areas in Idaho I have not yet seen. It 
now becomes an expensive venture just to 
getto the Sawtooths or White Clouds. 

TIM, Boise. 


I am contacting my Congressman about 
energy just as you have encouraged your 
constituents to do. I am in dismay, however, 
at the continued opportunism and political 
grandstanding. That is, the only answer I see 
from many is to drill more oil. Every cred- 
ible energy scientist and economists knows 
that this will do little or nothing to curb our 
foreign oil imports and zero to reduce the 
cost of fuel. Yet, despite this ever-predict- 
able call for more domestic oil production, 
you flatly concede that ‘‘speculation [is] now 
driving up the cost of oil." So I ask: why are 
you and your colleagues still calling for 
more drilling when you know what it is you 
can do now to reduce fuel costs? Why are you 
not regulating ‘‘the speculation now driving 
up the cost of oil”? Commodities speculators 
are at the heart of extreme oil prices, not 
supply and demand imbalances. We do not 
want to hear any red herring arguments 
about the average Joe’s retirement portfolio 
owning the bulk of oil company shares. The 
issue is speculation; the answer is regulation 
of speculation. 

JASON, Moscow. 


Last week I heard on the news that you 
have received many letters and e-mails re- 
lated to high gas prices. Hence, I have de- 
cided to write in and give you my two cents 
on the matter. 

I believe that the primary culprit that is 
causing high gas prices is globalization; par- 
ticularly in the emerging economies of China 
and India. The rapid growth of their econo- 
mies has drastically increased their demand 
for petroleum. 

Along with developing a comprehensive en- 
ergy policy, the executive and legislative 
branches of our federal government need to 
re-examine our economic policies, particu- 
larly in areas of foreign trade. During the 
past two decades, the American middle class 
has gotten the short end of the straw when it 
has come to previous trade policies. One does 
not have to look farther than our orchard in- 
dustry in the Treasure Valley. These trade 
policies have really only benefitted the very 
wealthy in our country. When I was in col- 
lege ten years ago, we talked about 
globalization in one of my classes and how if 
China copied the U.S.’s consumption then we 
would be paying a premium for gas. This is 
now reality. 

In conclusion, too often our government 
fails to look long-term. It is time for a 
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change. We need to do in-depth independent 
analysis on our trade policies to determine 
what the long term effect will be on the av- 
erage American. Government policies need 
to benefit society as a whole rather than a 
few. Our society is too self-centered on the 
“тте”! rather than on the collective ‘‘commu- 
nity”. We also need to have a comprehensive 
energy policy. This policy needs to be long 
term and address conservation, efficiency, 
alternative and renewable sources of energy, 
and possibly take into consideration addi- 
tional domestic production of oil with strin- 
gent environmental safeguards and firm con- 
sequences for those companies that fail to 
comply with those safeguards. 
BRENT DANIELSON, Boise. 

I am a single father of two sons, 3 years 
and 13 months old. I am a truck driver. I 
make decent money and have good benefits. 
But these fuel prices have gone too far for 
our society! I am lucky I work at a place 
where I can get a free bag of potatoes every 
once in a while because I cannot go grocery 
shopping because it is all too expensive! 
Wages have not changed a bit. I am sick of 
it and I am losing almost all of my faith in 
our government and the people representing 
the common people like me. One of my best 
friends who was an owner-operator had to 
quit because diesel got too high for him to 
profit much at all. Now it is been three 
weeks and they just got their phone shut off 
two days ago and their power shut off today. 
My stimulus money has gone to my power 
bill, gas bill, rent etc. Sure you do not like 
to fill up your gas tank but does it cripple 
you financially like it does many, many peo- 
ple? I think not. I have always stuck up for 
our local and federal government on many 
issues and criticized them on other issues, 
but this time I as well as many people are 
fed up. Seriously this time, I am to the point 
now where I am struggling to make ends 
meet. I have spent over $60 in the last three 
days in gas just to get to work and back— 
that is it. And I am close to empty again and 
I have to get diapers for my son before I go 
to work tomorrow. The diaper money is com- 
ing out of the power bill money I had put 
back. You need to sound off and be heard. At 
least make it known to us that you are voic- 
ing our concerns. 

CAMERON, Boise. 

My husband and I are retired, he is mili- 
tary retired and we recently purchased a 
small travel trailer since he can no longer 
ride his motorcycle and our maiden voyage 
with it cost $300 in gas to go 200 miles round 
trip! Between gas and food prices, we cannot 
afford to go anywhere, much less eat out. We 
have changed our daily living dramatically, 
and it is not а happy way to be in your re- 
tirement years. 

We urge you and all of Congress to start 
drilling in our nation and bring back more 
nuclear power plants. We must relieve our- 
selves of dependence on foreign oil ASAP. 
Lord only knows what are grandchildren 
have to look forward to at this insane rate! 

ANGELO, Hayden Lake. 

I will get right to the point—my wife and 
I are out of money. Our incomes have not 
changed and our incomes used to pay our 
bills with money to spare. We have a 91 
Honda wagon and а 99 minivan, we pay $50 
and $70 to fill them up. Grocery prices are up 
100% in the last couple years because gas 
prices are killing the trucking industry. Ex- 
pensive gas has made almost everything else 
expensive. Today, after filling both our cars 
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with gas and grocery shopping, (with a list, 
mind you), we ran out of money. For the 
first time ever, we put groceries on a credit 
card. We are not credit card people, so this is 
anathema to us. 

When I turn on the TV or radio I hear some 
politician telling us that driling will not 
make a difference for ten years. As an engi- 
neering student, I cannot stomach that level 
of [deception]. First of all, I do not believe 
that is true and second, if it were true, then 
we sure better get started. What if every 
time an education bill were introduced, we 
responded by saying that we would not see 
the results for 12 years so let us not do it. 
What if I told my child not to go to college 
because they would not see а payoff for at 
least four years so do not bother. We are fi- 
nancially dying and our so-called leaders are 
regurgitating some of the stupidest things I 
have ever heard. 

The bottom line is this: This planet does 
not exist for its own sake, it exists for ours. 
We are not here by some cosmic accident; we 
are here by design and our designer gave us 
the tools we need to live and prosper. The 
failure to drill for new oil and create new re- 
fineries is the result of environmental phi- 
losophies, which are based on evolutionary 
thinking. To the environmentalist, our pur- 
pose here is no more significant than that of 
any other animal, and we, by accident of 
evolution, happen to have the power to sus- 
tain or destroy this environment. Without а 
cosmic caretaker, the earth itself becomes 
our only god and the environmentalist shows 
his worship by reducing or eliminating 
human impact upon it and by treating hu- 
mans as vermin. It is an old religion and I 
am tired of suffering at the hands of it is 
misguided priests. 

Please do your best to release energy, spe- 
cifically nuclear and oil, to the free market 
system. Irrational environmental policy and 
regulation have prohibited natural market 
forces from creating more supply and oil- 
pricing based on speculation has prevented 
the market from determining price. Imagine 
going to Wal-Mart to buy a t-shirt and find- 
ing that they now cost $100; and when you 
ask the owner why this was so, he replies 
that speculators determined that cotton 
crops would fail next year, so in preparation 
they have raised prices early. As you know, 
this is not how prices are determined. The 
cotton producer charges as much as he can 
based on his costs and competitors prices 
and Wal-Mart charges a markup. If cotton 
crops indeed fail next year, then the buyer 
pays more for the rare product and they pass 
the increase to the consumer. When oil spec- 
ulators set price, we pay increases at the 
pumps whether those speculations came true 
or not. There is no real connection to supply. 
Please work to make this kind of price set- 
ting illegal and please work to release drill- 
ing and refinement. The further we remove а 
commodity from the free market grid by so- 
cialist controls and uneducated environ- 
mental policy the more the people, you 
claim to represent, are hurt. Make the Amer- 
ican dream possible by making it affordable. 

JASON, Boise. 


The rising cost of fuel has a tremendous ef- 
fect on my household consisting of my hus- 
band and myself. I am sole support for our 
family. Senator, as you know, wages in 
Idaho fall behind many other states. The 
cost of gas is outrageous and I blame the 
Congress for a lot of it. Why are not we drill- 
ing in Alaska? Why are not we building re- 
fineries away from coasts where hurricanes 
have a tendency to hit? Why are not all of 
our refineries running full bore? 
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There was a Democratic senator from the 
South who retired, I forget his name but he 
wrote a book, “А Grand Party No More". Be- 
fore he retired, he went to see for himself 
where we would drill in Alaska. He said there 
would be no harm to anyone or anything, it 
is so far out in no man’s land. He said if 
there was a leak it would be of no con- 
sequence as it would freeze the minute it hit 
the ground. It is time we push the environ- 
mentalists to the wall and out of the way. I 
believe in saving trees and wildlife, but there 
is no danger to any of these where we would 
drill. I recognize that we need to become 
independent of so much oil but how do we do 
that. I drive a ‘95 Forerunner and it is paid 
for. Not the best gas mileage but it is paid 
for. I cannot afford any kind of a car pay- 
ment for one of those new hybrids. Rebates 
are nothing, $2,000 in exchange for $26,000? 
The cost of a new car buys an awful lot of 
gas. My income does not allow for any car 
payment. 

Everything is going crazy! A loaf of bread 
that cost $2.89 last year is now $4.29. Any- 
thing with corn or wheat is gone out of sight. 
We pay farmers not to grow wheat and now 
I hear we have to import it? How sad for 
America. America has sold its soul to China, 
Mexico, Japan. If we were ever to go into an- 
other world war, we could not even build 
what we would need to fight it. Is there a 
steel mill left in America? Is there a textile 
mill left in America? You would be pretty 
hard pressed to find one, a sad statement on 
us. 

As to what I do? No trips during the week 
except to work and back. If I can do any er- 
rand on the way, great, otherwise, it waits 
till the weekend. I plan one trip, one circle. 
If something is missed, too bad, it is missed. 
The real clincher is this, I tithe to my 
church, I give the Lord 10% of my gross in- 
come. It costs me almost as much, $10 less, 
to keep my car in gasoline between pay- 
checks. Now I think it is pretty awful when 
I have to give the gas company as much as 
I give the Lord. He gives me everything I 
have, the gas company gives me nothing ex- 
cept anger when I hear of the profits they 
make. And I think that pretty well sums it 
up, 10% to the Lord vs. almost as much to 
the gas company! 

DIANNE, Hayden Lake. 

I am a taxi driver here in Boise. In a year’s 
time, the cost to fill my tank has increased 
nearly 100% but my average fare has re- 
mained static. If it were not for my military 
retirement, I would no longer make enough 
to cover basic costs and make a profit. I am 
61 years old and am not practiced in a mar- 
ketable skill so the prospect of making a 
move to another occupation is nil. My only 
reasonable hope is that Boise will increase 
our per mile fees in the near future; it is un- 
likely that fuel prices will decrease in the 
near future. 

I have been watching your position on do- 
mestic drilling with interest. Though alter- 
native energy sources are imperative for the 
future of America, I am pleased to see that 
you share my position that energy self-reli- 
ance is the immediate solution to our 
present crisis. I applaud you and urge you to 
continue your good work and prosecute this 
agenda with rigor. 

EARLE, Boise. 

Not only is the fuel much too high but I 
cannot find employment. I am over 60, have 
experience, but it seems I am “‘over-quali- 
fied" or I need more "experience". What а 
lot of rubbish! I call it age discrimination, 
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but that is difficult to prove. With the fuel 
prices so high, if I do find employment, it 
will take à huge chunk of my pay just to get 
back and forth to work. Are unemployment 
benefits going to be extended for Idaho resi- 
dents? My benefits ended this week, no hope 
of а job in sight and my husband can not 
work due to medical reasons. What is à per- 
Son to do? 
Getting Desperate 
JANET, Emmett. 
As Director of Gritman Adult Day Health 
which provides day health care for elders 
who want to remain in their own home in 
Moscow and Latah County, I am including 
an article from the NY Times which talks 
about the cost of gas and how it affects rural 
elderly. It is very sad that these folks who 
often aren't able to drive are so affected by 
the cost of gas. Please do everything you can 
to remedy this: http://online.wsj.com/article/ 
SB121263496261947543.html?mod-googlenews wsj 
BARB, Moscow. 
Gasoline prices are now far too high for the 
average family, and causing increasing rises 
in the cost of living in many other areas. For 
instance, every time one goes to the grocery 
Store, an increase in pricing is noted on 
items, and thus causing many to have to go 
without needed supplies. Saving a percentage 
of income has become just a dream for many, 
and others cannot make ends meet without 
going into further debt. 
BEVERLY, Parma. 
Yes, gas has gotten way out of hand. Do 
what you can to decrease the costs and re- 
turn to a life with some normalcy. 
DIANA, Kootenai. 
Thank you for at least noticing that we 
have à problem with the cost. I do not be- 
lieve, however, that anything can be done 
with out us paying somewhere else. I make à 
good living working for the military here in 
Boise but am still unable to put any money 
aside. It is funny that every time we receive 
a pay raise that the price of fuel goes up and 
our health care premiums grow as well, so 
you never see any savings. Thanks again; 
good luck with this effort. 
CLINTON, Emmett. 


— 


ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 


TRIBUTE TO LARRY VANDERHOEF 


e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I am 
pleased to recognize the career and 
contributions of University of Cali- 
fornia, Davis, Chancellor Larry 
Vanderhoef for his 25 years of service 
to the university. 

Chancellor Vanderhoef was born in à 
small Wisconsin town and was the first 
person in his family to graduate from 
high school. After high school, he at- 
tended the University of Wisconsin, 
Milwaukee, where he earned а B.S. and 
M.S. in biology and later earned a 
Ph.D. in plant biochemistry at Purdue 
University. Chancellor Vanderhoef 
began his career in education at the 
University of Illinois in 1970 as a fac- 
ulty member and was appointed pro- 
vost at the University of Maryland, 
College Park, in 1980. He spent the next 
4 years at the University of Maryland 
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before heading west to California and 
the University of California, Davis, in 
1984. 

Chancellor Vanderhoef began his ca- 
reer at U.C. Davis serving as executive 
vice chancellor and later as provost/ex- 
ecutive vice chancellor. In April 1994, 
Larry Vanderhoef was named the fifth 
chancellor of the University of Cali- 
fornia, Davis. 

Under Chancellor Vanderhoef's lead- 
ership, U.C. Davis experienced a period 
of dramatic growth, adding 4 million 
Square feet of office, classroom, lab, 
and clinical space to support its 8,000 
additional students and 44 percent 
more faculty. He revitalized the south 
end of campus with the additions of the 
Robert and Margrit Mondavi Per- 
forming Arts Center, the Robert 
Mondavi Institute for Wine and Food 
Science, and the Graduate School of 
Management. 

During Chancellor Vanderhoef’s ten- 
ure at Davis, the university was in- 
vited to join the Association of Amer- 
ican Universities, recognizing Davis's 
standing as а top research university. 
The campus has also been recognized 
by U.S. News and World Report as the 
11% best public university and Wash- 
ington Monthly recognized it as the 8th 
best university for their contributions 
to society. 

Over his career, Chancellor 
Vanderhoef has been honored for his 
dedicated leadership at U.C. Davis and 
in the community. In 2008, the Arts and 
Business Council of Sacramento hon- 
ored him with its Prelude to the Sea- 
son Outstanding Contribution Award; 
in 2004, he was honored as Sacramentan 
of the Year by the Sacramento Metro- 
politan Chamber of Commerce; and in 
2006 he was given the Northern Cali- 
fornia International Leadership Award 
from the Northern California World 
Trade Center and California Business, 
Transportation and Housing Agency 
for his efforts to increase the campus’s 
international engagement. He was also 
named one of the 20 people who have 
contributed most substantially to Cali- 
fornia’s Capital Region over the past 20 
years by The Sacramento Business 
Journal. 

As the University of California and 
Davis community gather to celebrate 
the retirement of Chancellor Larry 
Vanderhoef, I would like to congratu- 
late him and thank him for his service 
to California.e 


EE 
REMEMBERING DOROTHY GREEN 


e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I am 
honored to remember a great American 
activist, environmental leader, mentor, 
and woman of service—Dorothy Green, 
who passed away on October 18, 2008, at 
the age of 79. 

Dorothy’s career as a leading envi- 
ronmental activist for clean and sound 
water policy spanned three decades. 
She was well known for her self-taught 
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expertise on clean oceans and respon- 
sible water management. She also 
founded several well-known organiza- 
tions that continue to make an impact 
on California’s environment. 

Dorothy Green was born in Detroit to 
Polish immigrants in 1929. She moved 
to California where she graduated from 
the University of California, Berkley, 
with a degree in music. She married 
her husband Jacob in 1951. For many 
years, Dorothy stayed home and took 
care of her children. In 1962, she began 
dedicating her life to volunteerism 
with her involvement in the Excep- 
tional Children’s Foundation, com- 
mitted to helping children with devel- 
opmental disabilities—like her son, 
Hershel. 

Dorothy began advocating for water 
quality in 1972 when she volunteered in 
a campaign to establish the California 
Coastal Commission. From there, 
Dorothy became president of the Los 
Angeles League of Conservation Vot- 
ers, where she focused primarily on 
sewage treatment. However, Dorothy is 
best known for forming one of the larg- 
est, nonprofit environmental groups in 
Los Angeles in 1985, Heal the Bay. Heal 
the Bay has grown to 15,000 members 
and fights to protect coastal waters, 
clean up beaches, and reports on the 
water quality conditions of over 500 
California beaches through its annual 
Beach Report Card. 

Dorothy's work did not stop with 
Heal the Bay. She went on to found the 
Los Angeles and San Gabriel Rivers 
Watershed Council to preserve, restore, 
and enhance the economic, social, and 
environmental aspects of the local wa- 
tersheds. She also went on to help es- 
tablish the Public Officials for Water 
and Environmental Reform and the 
California Water Impact Network— 
both dedicated to water sustainability. 

Even to the very last days of her life, 
when she was bedridden and under hos- 
pice care, Dorothy fought for positive 
change. She wrote an editorial for the 
Los Angeles Times, pleading for sen- 
sible water policy, and she even pro- 
vided specific guidance on how to ob- 
tain it. Dorothy inspired others to take 
action on environmental issues 
through a life of dedicated leadership 
and service. 

Green is survived by three sons, 
Joshua, Avrom and Herschel; two 
brothers, Morris and Gerald; and three 
granddaughters, Jessica, Katherine and 
Tara. I send my deepest condolences to 
them. 

Our Nation lost an amazing environ- 
mental activist with the passing of 
Dorothy Green, but her legacy to the 
State of California and promotion of 
clean ocean water will live on.e 


EEE 
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
ALLENSWORTH, CALIFORNIA 


e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in celebrating 
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the 100th anniversary of the Town of 
Allensworth, a town located in Califor- 
nia’s San Joaquin Valley founded by 
COL Allen Allensworth. 

After his retirement, COL Allen 
Allensworth, who escaped slavery dur- 
ing the Civil War to serve with the 
Union Army, arrived in California in 
hopes of developing a settlement where 
hard work and a strong sense of com- 
munity would enable the town’s resi- 
dents and future generations to realize 
their full potential as free citizens and 
without discrimination. 

In 1908, the settlers eventually set- 
tled on a region located between Fres- 
no and Bakersfield in Tulare County, a 
site with an abundance of rich farm 
land, a site that they would name 
“Allensworth” in honor of the Colonel 
whose belief in self-determination and 
liberty led them to central California. 

In just a few years after its founding, 
the town of Allensworth grew from a 
remote outpost to a vibrant commu- 
nity with a school, church, and a num- 
ber of thriving businesses. The library 
in Allensworth was the first in Tulare 
County. Allensworth was a close-knit 
community where residents often came 
together to participate in formal de- 
bates, plays, and a number of social ac- 
tivities. 

After Colonel Allensworth’s passing 
in 1914, a number of families remained 
in pursuit of his vision, and their dedi- 
cation to the principles of freedom and 
liberty earned the town the title “һе 
town that refused to die." 

In 1974, the California State Parks 
purchased the townsite of Allensworth, 
and it became the Colonel Allensworth 
Historic State Park, the first State 
park that highlights the contributions 
made by African-American pioneers to 
the State of California. 

Today, the  Allensworth Historic 
State Park, where many of the town's 
original buildings have been restored 
and reconstructed, provides à window 
for visitors to see the vision of COL 
Allen Allensworth, а true California 
pioneer. 

The story of the town of 
Allensworth’s years is a testament to 
the value of freedom and determina- 
tion. As its many admirers gather to 
celebrate the 100th anniversary of 
Allensworth, I thank them for their 
support and wish them a successful and 
enjoyable visit.e 

A 


REMEMBERING BRADLEY MOODY 


e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask 
my colleagues to join me in honoring 
the memory of a dedicated law enforce- 
ment officer, Officer Bradley Alan 
Moody of the City of Richmond Police 
Department. For the past 8 years, Offi- 
cer Moody worked tirelessly to provide 
the citizens of Richmond with safety 
and service. On October 4, 2008, Officer 
Moody was tragically injured in the 
line of duty, and passed away 3 days 
later. 
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Officer Moody, 29 years old, was deep- 
ly committed to the city of Richmond. 
Shortly before his accident, he had re- 
ceived à commendation for chasing 
down and arresting two suspects car- 
rying concealed weapons in separate 
incidents in August 2008. 

A K-9 officer and à member of the 
Richmond Police Department SWAT 
team, Officer Moody was renowned for 
his extraordinary work ethic among 
fellow officers. He was also extremely 
personable; able to both fight crime 
and interact with youth in the commu- 
nity. Throughout his career, Officer 
Moody demonstrated a passion for law 
enforcement and commitment to help- 
ing others, qualities that enabled him 
to become a respected and model mem- 
ber of the Richmond Police Depart- 
ment. Officer Moody's colleagues will 
always remember him for his profes- 
sionalism and devotion to serving the 
public. 

Officer Moody was a loving husband, 
proud father, and devoted friend. He is 
survived by his wife, Susan, а former 
Richmond police dispatcher, and two 
young children. Officer Moody served 
the city of Richmond with honor and 
dignity, and his contributions to his 
community and the many lives he 
touched will serve as a shining example 
of his legacy. 

We will always be grateful for Officer 
Moody's service and the valor that he 
displayed while serving and protecting 
the people of Richmond.e 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO BARBRA STREISAND 


e Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I am 
pleased and honored to pay tribute to 
the legendary Barbra Streisand, one of 
the most talented and successful fe- 
male entertainers in modern history. 
For more than 40 years, Barbra’s wildly 
successful career in music, television, 
film, and theater has enamored fans 
across America and abroad. In recogni- 
tion of her great achievements and 
contributions to American culture, 
Barbra has been named a Kennedy Cen- 
ter Honoree for 2008. 

Barbra Streisand was born on April 
24, 1942 in Brooklyn, NY. The daughter 
of Diana and Emanuel Streisand, 
Barbra passionately pursued her dream 
of a career in show business from a 
young age. After getting her start in 
New York City night clubs, Barbra 
signed a contract with Columbia 
Records in 1962. 

In 1964, the 21-year-old singer won 
two Grammy Awards, including Album 
of the Year. At that time, Barbra was 
the youngest artist to have ever re- 
ceived that award. Barbra has now re- 
corded 60 albums, sold over 148 million 
albums worldwide, and is one of the 
highest-selling recording artists of all 
time. 

In 1965, “Му Name is Barbra," her 
first television special, earned five 
Emmys and the distinguished Peabody 
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Award. In 1969, she earned the Academy 
Award for Best Actress for her per- 
formance in her very first motion pic- 
ture, “Funny Girl." In 1977, Barbra be- 
came the first female composer to win 
an Academy Award, for her song ‘‘Ev- 
ergreen" from the film “А Star Is 
Born." 

Barbra continued smashing glass 
ceilings when she became the first 
woman ever to produce, direct, write, 
and star in à major motion picture. 
“Yentl” received five Academy Award 
nominations. She also produced, di- 
rected, and starred in ‘‘The Prince of 
Tides," which received even more 
nominations, including one for Best 
Picture. Barbra is one of a very few 
artists who has won an Emmy, a 
Grammy, an Oscar, and a Tony award. 

As her career continues to rise to 
unfathomable heights, Barbra never 
shies away from an opportunity to im- 
prove the lives of others. She has 
worked tirelessly on issues of national 
and international importance. Her 
commitment to social justice is dem- 
onstrated by the work of the Streisand 
Foundation—which benefits national 
organizations working on the protec- 
tion of civil rights, environmental 
preservation, voter education, nuclear 
disarmament, and women’s health. 
Barbra received the Humanitarian 
Award from the Human Rights Cam- 
paign in 2004. 

Barbra’s unparalleled talent, enthu- 
siasm and commitment are reflected 
by the millions of individuals whose 
lives she has touched. We are grateful 
for Barbra’s innumerable gifts, and I 
hope you will all join me in celebrating 
the remarkable Barbra Streisand.e 


EEE 
TRIBUTE TO VALERIE WOODRUFF 


e Mr. CARPER. Madam President, I 
rise today in recognition of Dr. Valerie 
Woodruff—like me a native of West 
Virginia—upon her retirement as sec- 
retary of the Delaware Department of 
Education. Valerie, known to her many 
admirers in the First State as Val, has 
dedicated the past 43 years of her ca- 
reer to education and served the last 10 
as Delaware's secretary of education, à 
position I was privileged to nominated 
her to when I served as Delaware's 
Governor from 1993-2001. 

After receiving her bachelor's degree 
in secondary education from the 
Alderson Broaddus College in Philippi, 
WV, Val began her career in education 
as an English and social studies teach- 
er at Bohemia Manor High School. She 
taught for 3 years before becoming а 
guidance counselor and beginning to 
work towards her master's degree. 

After receiving her master's degree 
in 1971 from the University of Delaware 
in guidance and counseling, Val moved 
to Delaware and became a guidance 
counselor at Delcastle Technical High 
School near Wilmington. Five years 
later, she became the school's assistant 
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principal. During her time at Delcastle, 
She also served on the Governor's Advi- 
sory Council for Career and Vocational 
Education. 

Val worked on her doctorate degree 
in vocational education and curriculum 
development at Temple University 
while serving as assistant principal, 
then went on to become the principal 
at Middletown High School in 1984. She 
was an excellent principal, and her 
work did not go unnoticed. In June of 
1990, she was selected as Principal of 
the Year by the Delaware Association 
of Secondary School Principals. During 
her watch at Middletown High School, 
the first school-based wellness center 
was established there. Today, in no 
small part because of her leadership, 
every public high school has a wellness 
center where students receive help and 
support to enable them to succeed in 
school and in life. 

Later, Dr. Woodruff served as the as- 
sociate secretary for improvement and 
assistance in the areas of curriculum 
and instruction at the department of 
education for 7 years. In 1999, I nomi- 
nated her be secretary of education, 
overseeing the implementation of our 
State’s education improvement plan 
which focuses on rigorous academic 
standards; objectively measuring stu- 
dent progress toward those standards; 
and holding schools, school districts, 
students, educators and parents ac- 
countable for improving student 
achievement. Val has emerged as a na- 
tional leader among our Nation’s chief 
school officers and has worked closely 
with her peers and with the U.S. De- 
partment of Education to develop and 
modify the Leave No Student Behind 
law and to narrow the achievement in 
Delaware and across America. 

Val has a long list of accomplish- 
ments and is leaving big shoes to fill 
for the next secretary of education. 
She is a member of many prestigious 
boards including the board of directors 
of the Council of Chief State School Of- 
ficers on which she was president from 
2005-2006, the Southern Regional Edu- 
cation Board on which she was the first 
K-12 educator to be elected vice-chair, 
and the Delaware Workforce Invest- 
ment Board. 

Dr. Woodruff also currently serves on 
the Vision 2015 Steering and Implemen- 
tation Committee and is on the Presi- 
dent's Policy Council for the Alliance 
for Excellent Education. In addition, 
She is a valued member of the Delaware 
Mentoring Council and of the Delaware 
State Chamber of Commerce Partner- 
Ship. 

Through her tireless efforts, Valerie 
Woodruff has made a positive dif- 
ference in the lives of tens of thousands 
of students in Delaware and, in doing 
So, has enhanced the quality of life in 
our State for years to come. Upon her 
retirement, she will leave behind a leg- 
acy of commitment to education and to 
public service for generations to fol- 
low. I thank her for the friendship that 
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we share, and I congratulate her on à 
truly remarkable and distinguished ca- 
reer. In closing, on behalf of the people 
of Delaware, I want to wish Val and her 
family the very best in all that lies 
ahead for each of them.e 


Ee 


RECOGNIZING MERCY CLINICS, 
INC. 


e Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I 
wish to extend my warm congratula- 
tions to Mercy Clinics, Inc., based in 
Des Moines, for earning the prestigious 
2008 Acclaim Award from the American 
Medical Group Association. This award 
is an extraordinary honor, given annu- 
ally to the medical group that best ex- 
emplifies delivery of the highest qual- 
ity health care in the United States. 

Mercy Clinics, Inc. operates health 
care facilities throughout the greater 
Des Moines area, and has a long his- 
tory of innovation. The 2008 Acclaim 
Award is just the latest national rec- 
ognition of Mercy’s exceptional com- 
mitment to high-quality patient care— 
something we deeply appreciate in 
Iowa. 

I prize my long-standing relationship 
with Mercy Medical Center in Des 
Moines, the partner of Mercy Clinics. I 
will be forever grateful to the Sisters 
of Mercy for providing care to my 
chronically ill father, many years ago, 
at a time when my family could not af- 
ford the costs of hospitalization. He re- 
ceived not only quality medical atten- 
tion at Mercy, but also a generous 
measure of caring and kindness that 
remain the signature of Mercy Medical 
Center and Mercy Clinics to this day. 
The way that Mercy has retained these 
traditional human factors while pro- 
viding state-of-the-art, 21st century 
clinical practice is obviously a winning 
formula—indeed, an award-winning for- 
mula. 

In presenting the award, the Amer- 
ican Medical Group Association cited 
Mercy Clinics’ pioneering research into 
the best ways to care for people with 
chronic conditions such as diabetes and 
high blood pressure. The staff at Mercy 
Clinics created a program called ‘‘Med- 
ical Home," which includes a team of 
“Health Coaches" who review patients’ 
medical records and provide ongoing 
support for patients both face-to-face 
and over the phone, including advice on 
nutrition, exercise, and treatment 
management. Outcomes showed signifi- 
cant improvement in patient blood 
sugar and blood pressure control. 

I salute the visionary leadership of 
Dr. David Swieskowski, vice president 
for quality improvement for Mercy 
Clinics along with the partners who 
collaborated to make this project, not 
only successful, but a national award 
winner: Wellmark Blue Cross/Blue 
Shield provided grant funding to hire 
the first health coaches and whose 
“рау for performance" program re- 
wards population based care; the Iowa 
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Foundation for Medical Care who pro- 
vided the Care Measures Disease Reg- 
istry; Des Moines University who col- 
laborated on health coach education 
and certification; Pfizer who provided 
initial health coach training in patient 
self-management support; the Institute 
for Healthcare Improvement whose IM- 
PACT program model helped Mercy 
Clinics shape their program; and New 
Health Partnerships who also provided 
grant assistance. I also commend the 
commitment to quality and excellence 
that pervades the entire family of 
Mercy health care professionals. 

I congratulate all of them for a job 
well done. I look forward to working 
with them—and benefiting from their 
counsel—as the new 111th Congress ad- 
dresses health care reform, with a 
strong emphasis on wellness and pre- 
vention.e 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO JOHN J. LEONH, JR. 


e Mr. LIEBERMAN. Madam President, 
today I wish to honor Mr. John J. 
Leone, Jr. of Bristol, CT. A dedicated 
public servant who has served his com- 
munity for over 40 years, John will re- 
tire from his position as president and 
CEO of the Greater Bristol Chamber of 
Commerce at the end of the year. 

John has been head of the Greater 
Bristol Chamber of Commerce, the 
third largest chamber in Connecticut, 
for 18 years. Under his leadership, the 
chamber grew immensely, going from 
450 members to 1,820. John dem- 
onstrated a remarkable ability to bring 
people from all walks of life together 
behind a project. He played an integral 
role in securing State and Federal 
funding for the extension of route 72, 
which will help commuters in central 
Connecticut and provide a significant 
boost to merchants in downtown Bris- 
tol. 

John’s tenure with the chamber was 
the capstone of a lifetime spent serving 
Bristol. He was the mayor from 1984— 
1991, where he was elected to four 
terms. Before being elected mayor, he 
was a cop for the Bristol Police Depart- 
ment. He has served as secretary of the 
Bristol Boys and Girls Club and as 
treasurer of the Metro Chambers of 
Commerce organization, which is com- 
posed of the seven largest chambers in 
Connecticut. He was also chairman of 
the Chambers Benefit Leadership Coun- 
cil, which pools together businesses 
from Connecticut and western Massa- 
chusetts for the purpose of purchasing 
health benefits. 

Given the deep commitment John 
has shown for Bristol, it is no surprise 
that he intends to remain in the Mum 
City. I couldn't be more thrilled that 
such a devoted civil leader will still be 
part of the community. I am sure he 
will find ways to remain involved. 

I extend to John Leone my sincerest 
thanks and heartfelt best wishes on а 
well deserved retirement. Connecticut 
is a better place because of him.e 


24093 


TRIBUTE TO MATTHEW E. 
PARSONS 


ө Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, 
today I pay tribute to Special Agent 
Matthew E. Parsons of the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service, NCIS, 
who is retiring from employment with 
the Federal Government on December 
20, 2008. Special Agent Parsons is retir- 
ing after 36 years in law enforcement, 
with the last 27 years of Federal Gov- 
ernment service with NCIS. Of special 
note and atypical of his peers, he vol- 
unteered and recently completed а high 
risk assignment as the Director of the 
Strategic Counterintelligence Direc- 
torate, Multi-National Force-Iraq, 
Baghdad, Iraq. 

During the course of Special Agent 
Parsons’ career in government service, 
he rose from a GS-7 to a GS-15 Special 
Agent. In his final position with NCIS, 
he was assigned as the Assistant Direc- 
tor for Financial Management & Plan- 
ning at NCIS Headquarters, Wash- 
ington Navy Yard, Washington, DC. 

Special Agent Parsons, Federal law 
enforcement career began August 1981 
with the Naval Investigative Service— 
the precursor of today’s NCIS. His first 
assignment was to Norfolk, VA, at the 
time when the John Walker, Jr., spy 
ring was uncovered. During the early 
stages of the investigation, Special 
Agent Parsons was assigned as the NIS 
case agent. In August 1985, he trans- 
ferred to overseas duty at Yokosuka, 
Japan, where he continued working in 
the foreign counterintelligence arena. 

In 1988, Special Agent Parsons was 
transferred to Naval Air Station Pa- 
tuxent River, MD. While conducting an 
investigation into a sensitive breach of 
security, he developed the ground work 
for future NCIS computer investiga- 
tions. Special Agent Parsons utilized 
innovative methods to hone his com- 
puter investigative skills which ulti- 
mately led to the development of agen- 
cy capabilities to conduct investiga- 
tions of hacking, intrusions, and sabo- 
tage of U.S. Government computer sys- 
tems and networks. 

In December 1993, due to his out- 
standing efforts in computer crime in- 
vestigations he was transferred to 
NCIS Headquarters to establish a com- 
puter crimes department for the agen- 
cy. Special Agent Parsons and his 
team, reaching nearly 50 members, de- 
veloped agency and Department of 
Navy strategies and capabilities which 
included immediate reporting require- 
ments upon the slightest indication of 
a technological or information intru- 
sion. In addition, he and his team 
worked closely with the National Cen- 
ter for Missing and Exploited Children 
and Armed Forces Center for Child 
Protection in the forefront of keeping 
our Nation’s future generation safe 
from exploitation through child por- 
nography and online predators. 

In October 2000, Special Agent Par- 
Sons was promoted and transferred to 
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Okinawa, Japan as the Resident Agent- 
in-Charge. During his tenure in Oki- 
nawa he led an office primarily respon- 
sible to support U.S. Marine Corps 
forces and operations throughout the 
East Asia and Pacific region. He and 
his team developed а fly-away team 
concept capable of providing on de- 
mand support to operating U.S. Naval 
forces. This expeditionary team was 
tested in early October 2002 when a 
bomb exploded outside a popular res- 
taurant in Zamboanga, Philippines, 
killing two U.S. military members and 
injuring 20 others. Within 14 hours of 
the event, the NCIS Okinawa fly-away 
team was at the scene providing in- 
valuable criminal and forensic inves- 
tigative support. 

In May 2003, Special Agent Parsons 
was promoted Special Agent-in-Charge 
of the NCIS Far East Field Office in 
Yokosuka, Japan. It was during this 
assignment that he developed a neigh- 
bor-to-neighbor program which forged 
a bond with the local Japanese commu- 
nity and served as an early warning 
and indicator of potential criminal or 
terrorist threats to U.S. military per- 
sonnel living within the community. 

In January 2007, Special Agent Par- 
sons was transferred to NCIS Head- 
quarters where he became the assistant 
director for financial management and 
planning. Special Agent Parsons 
oversaw the agency’s strategic plan- 
ning process, developed financial plans 
and budget initiatives, and conducted 
evaluations of office implementation 
plans and performances. 

Demonstrating the extent of his dedi- 
cation to duty and exceptional char- 
acter, Special Agent Parsons volun- 
teered for a high risk assignment as 
the Director of the Multi-National 
Force-Iraq Strategic Counterintel- 
ligence Directorate, SCID, Baghdad, 
Iraq. Serving in Iraq from December 29, 
2007 until June 24, 2008, he led a 109- 
member joint-service team in a com- 
plete strategic refocus of the mission 
resulting in increased collaboration 
among assets, increased standardiza- 
tion in reporting, and ultimately bet- 
ter support to the war fighter. 

As a testament to his distinguished 
career, Special Agent Parsons received 
several awards including the Meri- 
torious Civilian Services Award, the 
Department of Defense Global War on 
Terrorism Civilian Service Medal and 
the NCIS Expeditionary Medal. Special 
Agent Parsons also received numerous 
accolades from senior Navy leadership 
and published six articles regarding 
computer crime investigations in pro- 
fessional periodicals. 

The Navy, the State of Maryland, 
and the Nation are lucky to have had 
the service of such a great Special 
Agent. He will be sorely missed. I wish 
him and his family all the best as they 
embark on the next chapter of their 
lives. Fair winds and following seas!e 
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CONGRATULATING WILLIAM YUAN 


e Mr. SMITH. Madam President, I rise 
today to congratulate a young man 
who has not only achieved beyond his 
years but has also advanced the state 
of the art of solar power technology. 
William Yuan of Beaverton, OR, is a 
seventh grader at Meadow Park Middle 
School whose achievements are both 
jaw-dropping and important. 

Recently, William earned a $25,000 
Scholarship from the Davidson Insti- 
tute and became a Davidson Fellow for 
his work in renewable energy research. 
William's project, “А Highly-Efficient 
3-Dimensional Nanotube Solar Cell for 
Visible and UV Light," featured a 
novel solar panel that enables light ab- 
sorption from visible to ultraviolet 
light. The carbon nanotubes William 
designed can overcome the barriers of 
electron movement, doubling the light- 
electricity conversion efficiency. His 
optimized design provides 500 times 
more light absorption than commer- 
cially available solar cells and nine 
times more than the cutting-edge, 
three-dimensional solar cell. 

Given the current energy crisis, ev- 
eryone must pitch in to reduce our de- 
pendence on oil consumption. In Con- 
gress and in the private sector, we are 
working to facilitate advancements in 
renewable energies. However, we can- 
not be successful without brilliant 
minds like William's. 

Winning the Davidson scholarship is 
far from William's only achievement. 
This year alone, William won second 
place at the Northwest Science Expo, 
Best Engineering Project at the Insti- 
tute of Electrical and Electronics Engi- 
neers, and second place at the Oregon 
Chess for Success State Tournament. 
The list goes on. Last year, William 
also received а junior black belt pum 
certification from the World 
Taekwondo Headquarters in Seoul, 
Korea. He has also received а number 
of awards from various Intel Oregon 
competitions and First Place in Oregon 
in the Johns Hopkins Center for Tal- 
ented Youth Talent Search in both 
quantitative and verbal sections. 

At 12 years old, William is only just 
getting started. He intends to continue 
his research in renewable energy and 
eventually select a major for his col- 
lege study toward a Ph.D. degree. John 
F. Kennedy once said: 

Our nation’s first great leaders were also 
our first great scholars. 

I look forward to watching William 
progress as a scholar and a leader.e 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO RANDY PAPE 


e Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, one 
of the great privileges of public life is 
meeting people who make a difference 
through the sheer strength of their per- 
sonalities and their enthusiasm for 
wanting to make the world a better 
place. One of those people was Randy 
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Papé. I rise today to recognize what 
Randy meant to my State and to me 
personally. 

On Thursday, November 6, Randy 
died of a heart attack at the all-too- 
young age of 58. News accounts of his 
passing referred to Randy as a ‘‘Hugene 
businessman" who built his family's 
small implement business into a re- 
gional giant employing 2,000 people in 
Seven States. 

But Randy was much more that. He 
was vintage Oregonian—relentless, ef- 
fective, and tenacious. To Randy, no 
project was too big, no public service 
too small. 

He was also my friend, and I will 
miss him every day. 

My most enduring image is of a smil- 
ing Randy reacting to some idea that 
would improve the lives of Orego- 
nians—actually, of everybody—by 
pumping his arm and saying: We've 
got to do it. We've got to do it." The 
sound of his voice will always be with 
me, urging me on to embrace the 
things he believed in with the same en- 
thusiasm. 

Randy lived in Eugene all his life, 
but gave himself to the entire State. 
Growing his grandfather’s business 
from a local equipment sales operation 
to à seven-State conglomerate was just 
а part of what he accomplished. During 
his life he helped raise nearly $600 mil- 
lion for buildings at his alma mater, 
the University of Oregon. His tenure on 
the Oregon Transportation Commission 
resulted in a $1.3 billion, 10-year pro- 
gram of bridge repair and replacement 
that remade Interstate 5, the heart of 
Oregon's transportation system. As 
head of the United Way of Lane Coun- 
ty's fundraising campaign, he set а $1 
million goal that everyone thought was 
impossible and then achieved it. He 
Served on the board of The Nature Con- 
servancy of Oregon, the Oregon Trail 
Council of Boy Scouts of America, as 
well as other nonprofit organizations 
such as the Oregon Business Council 
Steering Committee. 

Randy had two other great passions 
that can never be overlooked. There 
was his love for Susie, his wife of 34 
years, and their three wonderful and 
Successful sons, Ryan, Christian and 
Jordan. Then there was his unflagging 
devotion to the University of Oregon 
Ducks football team. In fact, Randy 
and Susie met at à U of O football 
game in 1971. 

This is only a partial list of what 
Randy helped achieve for my State, but 
it is à window into who Randy Papé 
was and what he was capable of doing. 
His wife described him best: “Не was 
the most positive person, the most up- 
beat. He was a joy to live with." 

In 1997, Randy was diagnosed with a 
Severe form of cancer and wasn't ex- 
pected to live that long. But in true 
Randy Papé fashion, he fought on, 
never losing that trademark enthu- 
siasm and determination. In the end, it 
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was not the cancer that took him from 
us. It was something that, ironically, 
he had more of than anyone I have ever 
known his heart. 

I know that Randy would take great 
Satisfaction in cheating the cancer 
that tried to kill him. As his oldest 
son, Ryan, said: *I know he's looking 
down from heaven right now saying, 
Guys, I beat the cancer.’ " 

I would say: “Randy, of course you 
did." 

Randy Papé was a great Oregonian 
who will always have а place in my 
heart and in the hearts of the thou- 
sands of people who knew him and were 
touched by his unselfishness and dedi- 
cation to doing the right thing.e 
e Mr. SMITH. Madam President, the 
late Oregon Governor Tom McCall once 
said: 

Heroes are not giant statues framed 
against a red sky. They are individuals who 
say, "This is my community and it is my re- 
Sponsibility to make it better." 

The community of Eugene and the 
entire State of Oregon lost а true hero 
2 weeks ago with the untimely passing 
of Randy Papé. I have had the privilege 
of dealing with countless community 
leaders during my 12 years in the U.S. 
Senate, but I can't think of anyone 
who was more dedicated to making his 
community, State, and Nation better 
than was Randy. 

As the chief executive officer of The 
Pape Group, a 2,000-employee, seven- 
State conglomerate of industrial equip- 
ment, aviation and recycling busi- 
nesses, Randy was one of Oregon's most 
respected and admired corporate lead- 
ers. 

Guiding his business empire was 
more than a full-time job, yet Randy 
found time to give his talent and treas- 
ure to an endless variety of worthy 
causes. There was no bigger booster of 
his alma mater, the University of Or- 
egon, than Randy. There was no better 
cheerleader and fundraiser for the 
United Way than Randy. As a member 
of the Oregon Transportation Commis- 
sion, there was no better advocate for 
Oregon’s roads and highways than 
Randy. There was no more committed 
member of the Nature Conservancy of 
Oregon, and the Oregon Trail Council 
of Boy Scouts of America than Randy. 
I had no wiser counselor than Randy. 

And above all, there was no one who 
loved and cherished his family more 
than Randy. 

Randy’s wonderful wife, Susie, was at 
his side for 34 years. She knew him bet- 
ter than anyone else, and she captured 
him better than anyone else, when she 
said: 

He was the most positive person, the most 
upbeat. He was a joy to live with. 

Randy was justifiably very proud of 
his three sons, Ryan, Christian, and 
Jordan, all of whom chose to follow 
their dad into the family business, and 
all of whom inherited his values of hon- 
esty, decency, and a dedication to mak- 
ing their community better. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


The Greek poet Sophocles, 
wrote: 


One must wait until the evening to see how 
splendid the day has been." For his family, 
his friends, his community, his State, and 
our Nation, the evening of Randy’s life came 
much, much too soon. But let us take solace 
in the fact that in that evening, Randy Pape 
could look back at a life filled with the love 
of family; a life filled with accomplishment; 
a life filled with making a positive dif- 
ference; a life filled with the heroism that 
came from making his community better, 
and say: The day has indeed been splendid. e 


once 


EEE 


MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 
DURING RECESS 


Under authority of the order of the 
Senate of January 4, 2007, the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, on October 3, 2008, 
during the recess of the Senate, re- 
ceived a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
House has agreed to the following con- 
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 442. Concurrent resolution di- 
recting the Secretary of the Senate to cor- 
rect the enrollment of the bill S. 3001. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bill, 
without amendment: 

S. 3641. An act to authorize funding for the 
National Crime Victim Law Institute to pro- 
vide support for victims of crime under 
Crime Victims Legal Assistance Programs as 
a part of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984. 

The message further announced that 
the House has agreed to the following 
concurrent resolution, without amend- 
ment: 

S. Con. Res. 105. Concurrent resolution di- 
recting the Clerk of the House to Represent- 
atives to correct the enrollment of H.R. 6063. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendment of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 5159) to estab- 
lish the Office of the Capitol Visitor 
Center within the Office of the Archi- 
tect of the Capitol, headed by the Chief 
Executive Officer for Visitor Services, 
to provide for the effective manage- 
ment and administration of the Capitol 
Visitor Center, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
the House agrees to the amendment of 
the Senate to the bill (H.R. 7222) to ex- 
tend the Andean Trade Preference Act, 
and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House agrees to the amendments of the 
Senate to the concurrent resolution (H. 
Con. Res. 440) providing for a condi- 
tional adjournment of the House of 
Representatives and a conditional re- 
cess or adjournment of the Senate. 

Under authority of the order of the 
Senate of January 4, 2007, the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, on October 3, 2008, 
during the recess of the Senate, re- 
ceived a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
House agrees to the amendments of the 
Senate to the bill (H.R. 1424) to amend 
section 712 of the Employee Retirement 
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Income Security Act of 1974, section 
2705 of the Public Health Service Act, 
section 9812 of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to require equity in the 
provision of mental health and sub- 
stance-related disorder benefits under 
group health plans, to prohibit dis- 
crimination on the basis of genetic in- 
formation with respect to health insur- 
ance and employment, and for other 
purposes. 


EE e 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 


Under authority of the order of the 
Senate of January 4, 2007, the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, on October 8, 2008, 
during the recess of the Senate, re- 
ceived a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker has signed the following en- 
rolled bill: 


H.R. 1424. An act to provide authority for 
the Federal Government to purchase and in- 
sure certain types of troubled assets for the 
purposes of providing stability to and pre- 
venting disruption in the economy and finan- 
cial system and protecting taxpayers, to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide incentives for energy production and 
conservation, to extend certain expiring pro- 
visions, to provide individual income tax re- 
lief, and for other purposes. 


Under authority of the order of the 
Senate of January 4, 2007, the enrolled 
bill was subsequently signed on Octo- 
ber 3, 2008, during the recess of the Sen- 
ate, by the Acting President pro tem- 
pore (Mr. WEBB). 


E EE 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 


Under authority of the order of the 
Senate of January 4, 2007, the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, on October 3, 2008, 
during the recess of the Senate, re- 
ceived à message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker has signed the following en- 
rolled bills: 


H.R. 1594. An act to designate the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic 
in Hermitage, Pennsylvania, as the Michael 
A. Marzano Department of Veterans Affairs 
Outpatient Clinic. 

H.R. 1714. An act to clarify the boundaries 
of Coastal Barrier Resources System Clam 
Pass Unit FL-64P. 

H.R. 2095. An act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to prevent railroad fatalities, 
injuries, and hazardous materials releases, to 
authorize the Federal Railroad Safety Ad- 
ministration, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3480. An act to direct the United 
States Sentencing Commission to assure ap- 
propriate punishment enhancements for 
those involved in receiving stolen property 
where that property consists of grave mark- 
ers of veterans, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3511. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2150 East Hardtner Drive in Urania, Lou- 
isiana, as the Murphy A. Tannehill Post Of- 
fice Building". 

H.R. 4544. An act to require the issuance of 
medals to recognize the dedication and valor 
of Native American code talkers. 

H.R. 6045. An act to amend title I of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act 
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of 1968 to extend the authorization of the 
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Program 
through fiscal year 2012. 

H.R. 6063. An act to authorize the programs 
of the National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6073. An act to provide that Federal 
employees receiving their pay by electronic 
funds transfer shall be given the option of re- 
ceiving their pay stubs electronically. 

Н.В. 6083. An act to authorize funding to 
conduct а national training program for 
State and local prosecutors. 

H.R. 6199. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 245 North Main Street in New York City, 
New York, as the ‘‘Kenneth Peter Zebrowski 
Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6229. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2523 7th Avenue East in North Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, as the “Mayor William ‘Bill’ 
Sandberg Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6296. An act to extend through 2013 
the authority of the Federal Election Com- 
mission to impose civil money penalties on 
the basis of à schedule of penalties estab- 
lished and published by the Commission. 

H.R. 6338. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 4233 West Hillsboro Boulevard in Coconut 
Creek, Florida, as the “Army SPC Daniel 
Agami Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6353. An act to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to address online phar- 
macies. 

Н.В. 6524. An act to authorize the Adminis- 
trator of General Services to take certain ac- 
tions with respect to parcels of real property 
located in Eastlake, Ohio, and Koochiching 
County, Minnesota, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6531. An act to amend chapter 13 of 
title 17, United States Code (relating to the 
vessel hull design protection), to clarify the 
definitions of a hull and a deck. 

H.R. 6681. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 300 Vine Street in New Lenox, Illinois, as 
the ‘‘Jacob M. Lowell Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6847. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 801 Industrial Boulevard in Ellijay, Geor- 
gia, as the “First Lieutenant Noah Harris 
Ellijay Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6874. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 156 Taunton Avenue in Seekonk, Massa- 
chusetts, as the Lance Corporal Eric Paul 
Valdepenas Post Office Building". 

H.R. 7081. An act to approve the United 
States-India Agreement for Cooperation on 
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 7082. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to permit the Secretary 
of the Treasury to disclose certain prisoner 
return information to the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons, and for other purposes. 

Н.В. 7084. An act to amend section 114 of 
title 17, United States Code, to provide 
agreements for the reproduction and per- 
formance of sound recordings by webcasters. 

H.R. 7177. An act to authorize the transfer 
of naval vessels to certain foreign recipients, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7198. An act to establish the Steph- 
anie Tubbs Jones Gift of Life Medal for 
organ donors and the family of organ donors. 

S. 3001. An act to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2009 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for military con- 
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes. 
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S. 3641. An act to authorize funding for the 
National Crime Victim Law Institute to pro- 
vide support for victims of crime under 
Crime Victims Legal Assistance Programs as 
a part of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984. 

Under authority of the order of the 
Senate of January 4, 2007, the enrolled 
bills were subsequently signed on Octo- 
ber 3, 2008, during the recess of the Sen- 
ate, by the Acting President pro tem- 
pore (Mr. WEBB). 

Under authority of the order of the 
Senate of January 4, 2007, the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, on October 6, 2008, 
during the recess of the Senate, at 2:25 
p.m., received a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an- 
nouncing that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 3197. An act to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to exempt for a limited period, 
from the application of the means-test pre- 
sumption of abuse under chapter 7, quali- 
fying members of reserve components of the 
Armed Forces and members of the National 
Guard who, after September 11, 2001, are 
called to active duty or to perform a home- 
land defense activity for not less than 90 
days. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 491 of the Higher 
Education Act (20 U.S.C. 1098(c)), and 
the order of the House of January 4, 
2007, the Speaker appoints the fol- 
lowing members on the part of the 
House of Representatives to the Advi- 
sory Committee on Student Financial 
Assistance for a term of three years: 
Upon the recommendation of the Ma- 
jority Leader, Ms. Helen Benjamin of 
Vallejo, California; upon the rec- 
ommendation of the Minority Leader, 
Mr. Anthony Guida of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 4, 2007, the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, on October 6, 2008, 
during the recess of the Senate, re- 
ceived à message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker pro tempore (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) 
had signed the following enrolled bills 
and joint resolution: 

H.R. 4010. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 100 West Percy Street in Indianola, Mis- 
sissippi, as the ‘‘Minnie Cox Post Office 
Building." 

Н.В. 4181. An act to designate а portion of 
California State Route 91 located in Los An- 
geles County, California, as the ‘‘Juanita 
Millender-McDonald Highway." 

H.R. 5159. An act to establish the Office of 
the Capitol Visitor Center within the Office 
of the Architect of the Capitol, headed by 
the Chief Executive Officer for Visitor Serv- 
ices, to provide for the effective management 
and administration of the Capitol Visitor 
Center, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6197. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 7095 Highway 57 in Counce, Tennessee, as 
the ‘‘Pickwick Post Office Building." 

H.R. 6469. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize increased 
Federal funding for the Organ Procurement 
and Transplantation Network. 

H.R. 6558. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
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at 1750 Lundy Avenue in San Jose, Cali- 
fornia, as the “Gordon N. Chan Post Office 
Building." 

H.R. 6834. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 4 South Main Street in Wallingford, Con- 
necticut, as the ‘‘CWO Richard В. Lee Post 
Office Building." 

H.R. 6902. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 513 6th Avenue in Dayton, Kentucky, as 
the “Staff Sergeant Nicholas Ray Carnes 
Post Office." 

H.R. 6982. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 210 South Ellsworth Avenue in San Mateo, 
California, as the “Гео J. Ryan Post Office 
Building." 

H.R. 7222. An act to extend the Andean 
Trade Preference Act, and for other pur- 
poses. 

H. J. Res. 100. Joint resolution appointing 
the day for the convening of the first session 
of the One Hundred Eleventh Congress and 
establishing the date for the counting of the 
electoral votes for President and Vice Presi- 
dent case by the electors in December 2008. 

Under the authority of the Senate of 
January 4, 2007, the Secretary of the 
Senate, the enrolled bill was subse- 
quently signed on October 6, 2008, dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate, by the 
President pro tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 4, 2007, the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, on October 8, 2008, 
during the recess of the Senate, re- 
ceived à message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker pro tempore (Mr. VAN HOLLEN) 
had signed the following enrolled bill: 

S. 3197. An act to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to exempt for a limited period, 
from the application of the means-test pre- 
sumption of abuse under chapter 7, quali- 
fying members of reserve components of the 
Armed Forces and members of the National 
Guard, who, after September 11, 2001, are 
called to active duty or to perform a home- 
land defense activity for not less than 90 
days. 

Under the authority of the Senate of 
January 4, 2007, the Secretary of the 
Senate, the enrolled bill was subse- 
quently signed on October 8, 2008, dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate, by the 
President pro tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


€ 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 


At 12:02 p.m., à message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Zapata, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the House has passed 
the following bills, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 5714. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition 
and celebration of the establishment of the 
United States Army in 1775, to honor the 
American soldier of both today and yester- 
day, in wartime and in peace, and to com- 
memorate the traditions, history, and herit- 
age of the United States Army and its role in 
American society, from the Colonial period 
to today. 

H.R. 6867. An act to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation. 

H.R. 7221. An act to amend the McKinney- 
Vento Homeless Assistance Act to reauthor- 
ize the Act, and for other purposes. 
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The message also announced that the 
House has agreed to the following con- 
current resolution, in which it requests 
the concurrence of the Senate: 

H. Con. Res. 435. Concurrent resolution au- 
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall on 
December 2, 2008, for ceremonies and activi- 
ties held in connection with the opening of 
the Capitol Visitor Center to the public. 


The message further announced that 
the House has passed the bill (S. 602) to 
develop the next generation of parental 
control technology, with an amend- 
ment, in which it requests the concur- 
rence of the Senate. 


EE 


MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 


The following bills were read the first 
time: 

H.R. 6867. An act to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation. 

H.R. 7110. An act making supplemental ap- 
propriations for job creation and preserva- 
tion, infrastructure investment, and eco- 
nomic and energy assistance for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2009, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3688. A bill to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation, to 
amend the Emergency Economic Stabiliza- 
tion Act of 2008 to authorize loans to auto- 
mobile manufacturers and component sup- 
pliers, and for other purposes. 

S. 3689. A bill making supplemental appro- 
priations for job creation and preservation, 
infrastructure investment, and economic and 
energy assistance for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2009, and for other purposes. 


EE 


ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 
DURING RECESS 


The Assistant Secretary of the Sen- 
ate reported that she had presented to 
the President of the United States the 
following enrolled bills: 


On October 3, 2008: 


S. 431. An act to require convicted sex of- 
fenders to register online identifiers, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 906. An act to prohibit the sale, distribu- 
tion, transfer, and export of elemental mer- 
cury, and for other purposes. 

S. 1276. An act to facilitate the creation of 
methamphetamine precursor electronic log- 
book systems, and for other purposes. 

S. 2304. An act to amend title I of the Om- 
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to provide grants for the improved men- 
tal health treatment and services provided 
to offenders with mental illnesses, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3296. An act to extend the authority of 
the United States Supreme Court Police to 
protect court officials off the Supreme Court 
Grounds and change the title of the Adminis- 
trative Assistant to the Chief Justice. 

S. 3477. An act to amend title 44, United 
States Code, to authorize grants for Presi- 
dential Centers of Historical Excellence. 

S. 3536. An act to amend section 5402 of 
title 39, United States Code, to modify the 
authority relating to United States Postal 
Service air transportation contracts, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3550. An act to designate a portion of the 
Rappahannock River in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia as the ‘‘John W. Warner Rapids”. 

S. 3598. An act to amend titles 46 and 18, 
United States Code, with respect to the oper- 
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ation of submersible vessels and semi-sub- 
mersible vessels without nationality. 

S. 3605. An act to extend the pilot program 
for volunteer groups to obtain criminal his- 
tory background checks. 


On October 6, 2008: 


S. 3001. An act to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2009 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for military con- 
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3641. An act to authorize funding for the 
National Crime Victim Law Institute to pro- 
vide support for victims of crime under 
Crime Victims Legal Assistance Programs as 
a part of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984. 


On October 9, 2008: 


S. 3197. An act to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to exempt for a limited period, 
from the application of the means-test pre- 
sumption of abuse under chapter 7, quali- 
fying members of reserve components of the 
Armed Forces and members of the National 
Guard, who, after September 11, 2001, are 
called to active duty or to perform a home- 
land defense activity for not less than 90 
days. 


EE 


EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 


The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc- 
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC-8244. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
suant to section 115(a)(2) of the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (Public 
Law 110-343) (the ‘‘Act’’), certifying the ne- 
cessity for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
exercise the authority granted under the Act 
to purchase, or commit to purchase, troubled 
assets up to the limit of $350 billion out- 
standing at any one time; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8245. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revi- 
sions to the Export Administration Regula- 
tions based upon a Systematic Review of the 
CCL” (RIN0694-AE33) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8246. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Wassenaar Arrangement Plenary Agree- 
ments Implementation: December 2007 Cat- 
egories 1, 2, 3, 5 Parts I and II, 6, 7, and 9 of 
the Commerce Control List, Definitions; De- 
cember 2006 Solar Cells" (RIN0694-AE29) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-824"7. A communication from the Assist- 
ant to the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Trans- 
actions Between Member Banks and Their 
Affiliates: Exemption for Certain Purchases 
of Asset-Backed Commercial Paper by a 
Member Bank from an Affiliate" (Docket No. 
R-1331) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the 
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Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-8248. A communication from the Assist- 
ant to the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Risk- 
Based Capital Guidelines; Leverage Capital 
Guidelines" (Docket No. 1832) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8249. A communication from the Assist- 
ant to the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Rules of 
Practice for Hearings" (Docket No. R-1333) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8250. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Legislative Affairs, Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Fair Housing and Nondiscrimination on the 
Basis of Disability" (RIN3064-AD31) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8251. A communication from the Chair- 
man, National Labor Relations Board, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of two 
violations of the Antideficiency Act; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

EC-8252. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Defense Procurement, Acquisition Pol- 
icy, and Strategic Sourcing, Department of 
Defense, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal 
Acquisition Regulation Supplement; Evalua- 
tion Factor for Use of Members of the Se- 
lected Reserve" (RIN0750-AF40) in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on received on 
October 14, 2008; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

EC-8253. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi- 
ness), transmitting a report on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Robert W. 
Wagner, United States Army, and his ad- 
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the retired list; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC-8254. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi- 
ness), transmitting a report on the approved 
retirement of General William S. Wallace, 
United States Army, and his advancement to 
the grade of general on the retired list; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC-8255. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Deputy, Office of the Under Secretary 
of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), trans- 
mitting the report of (2) officers authorized 
to wear the insignia of the grade of brigadier 
general in accordance with title 10, United 
States Code, section 777; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

EC-8256. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Federal Communications Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report rel- 
ative to the Commission's Strategic Plan for 
fiscal years 2009 to 2014; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-825"7. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 630 of 
the Gulf of Alaska" (RIN0648-XK25) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
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EC-8258. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Reallocation of Pacific Cod in 
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage- 
ment Area" (RIN0648-XJ94) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8259. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch for Vessels 
in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Trawl 
Limited Access Fishery in the Western Aleu- 
tian District of the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Islands Management Area" (RIN0648-XK77) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8260. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish- 
eries of the Northeastern United States; At- 
lantic Mackerel, Squid, and Butterfish Fish- 
eries; Closure of the Directed Butterfish 
Fishery” (RIN0648-XK16) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 14, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8261. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
* Fisheries in the Western Pacific; 
Bottomfish and Seamount Groundfish Fish- 
eries; Main Hawaiian Islands Bottomfish; 
Delay of Fishery Opening" (RIN0648-AX19) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8262. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30622)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8263. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, Takeoff Minimums and Obstacle 
Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments”’ ((Docket No. 
30625)(Amendment No. 3285)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8264. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Congestion Management Rule for 
John F. Kennedy International Airport and 
Newark Liberty International Airport" 
((RIN2120-AJ28)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0517)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
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EC-8265. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((Docket No. 
30623)(Amendment No. 3283)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8266. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; EADS 
SOCATA Model TBM 700 Airplanes” 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0974)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8267. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Engine 
Components, Inc. (ECi) Reciprocating Engine 
Cylinder Assemblies" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0052)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8268. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 777-200 and -300 Series Airplanes 
Equipped with Rolls-Royce Model RB211- 
TRENT 800 Series Engines"  ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0967)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8269. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Empresa 
Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) 
Model EMB-135BJ Airplanes”?  ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0416)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8270. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Modification and Establishment of 
Restricted Areas and Other Special Use Air- 
Space, Adirondack Airspace Complex; Fort 
Drum, NY" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket Мо. 
FAA-2006-26192)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8271. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Low Altitude 
Area Navigation Routes (T-Routes); Sac- 
ramento and San Francisco, CA" ((Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0087)(Airspace Docket No. 07- 
AWP-6)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8272. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 


November 17, 2008 


entitled ‘‘Revocation of Class E Airspace; 
Luke AFB, Phoenix, AZ" ((Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0204)(Airspace Docket No. 08-AWP-5)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
EC-8273. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 


entitled ‘Airworthiness Directives; 
Eurocopter Deutschland GMBH Model MBB- 
BK 117C-2 Helicopters" ((RIN2120— 


AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0042)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8274. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((Docket No. 
30617)(Amendment No. 3277)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8275. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Modification of Area Navigation 
Route Q-110 and Jet Route J-73; Florida" 
((Docket No. FAA-2008-0187)( Airspace Docket 
No. 07-ASO-27)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8276. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Dassault 
Model Falcon 2000EX Airplanes" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0294)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8277. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; EADS 
SOCATA Model TBM 700 Airplanes” 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0748)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8278. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; British 
Aerospace Regional Aircraft Model HP.137 
Jetstream Mk.1, Jetstream Series 200 and 
3101, and Jetstream Model 3201 Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0369)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8279. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 


entitled “Airworthiness Directives; 
“Dassault Model Falcon 2000EX and 900EX 
Airplanes" ((RIN2120-A A64)(Docket No. 


FAA-2008-0301)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 
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EC-8280. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Viking 
Air Limited Models DHC-6-1, DHC-6-100, 
DHC-6-200, and DHC-6-300 Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0368)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8281. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ices, Department of Commerce, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled Endangered Fish and Wildlife; Final 
Rule to Implement Speed Restrictions to Re- 
duce the Threat of Ship Collisions With 
North Atlantic Right Whales”? (RINO0648- 
AS36) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8282. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Pilatus 
Aircraft Ltd.  PC-6 Series Airplanes" 
(CRIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0493)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8283. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Establishment of Class D Airspace; 
Albuquerque, NM" ((Docket No. FAA-2007- 
0915)(Airspace Docket No. 07-ASW-13)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8284. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘Amendment of Class E Airspace; 
Indianapolis, IN" ((Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0163)(Airspace Docket No. 08-AGL-2) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8285. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Modification of Area Navigation 
Route Q-110 and Jet Route J-73; Florida; 
Correction" ((Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0187)(Airspace Docket No. 07-ASO-27)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8286. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Establishment of Class D Airspace; 
San Bernardino International Airport, San 
Bernardino, CA" ((Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0211)(Airspace Docket No. 08-AWP-3)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8287. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E Airspace; 
Hinton, OK; Confirmation of Effective Date" 
((Docket No. FAA-2008-0328)( Airspace Docket 
No. 08-ASW-4)) received in the Office of the 
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President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8288. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E Airspace; 
Milford, PA" ((Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0160)(Airspace Docket No. 08-AEA-13)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8289. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Standards; Engine 
Control System Requirements" (RIN2120- 
AI94) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8290. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Performance and Handling Quali- 
ties Requirements for Rotorcraft; Correcting 
Amendment” (RIN2120-AH87) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8291. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Congestion Management Rule for 
LaGuardia Airport" (RIN2120-AI70) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8292. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Airbus 
Model A330-200, A330-300, and A340-300 Series 
Airplanes" ((RIN2120-A A64)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0672)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8293. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Bom- 
bardier Model DHC-8-400 Series Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0356)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8294. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Empresa 
Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) 
Model ERJ 170 and ERJ 190 Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0562)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8295. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; McDon- 
nell Douglas Model 717-200 Airplanes” 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0407)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
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EC-8296. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Bell Hel- 
icopter Textron Canada Model 222, 222B, 
222U, 230, and 430 Helicopters" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0449)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8297. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Dassault 
Model Falcon 10 Airplanes’  ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0674)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8298. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Low Altitude 
Area Navigation Route (T-Route); South- 
west Oregon’ ((Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0419)(Airspace Docket No. 08-ANM-3)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8299. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Establish Class E Airspace; Point 
Roberts, WA" ((Docket No. FAA-2007- 
29036)(Airspace Docket No. 07-ANM-13)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8300. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Change of Using Agency for Re- 
stricted Area R-8807, Glencoe, LA" 
((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0939)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8301. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Revision of Restricted Area 5107A; 
White Sands Missile Range, NM" ((RIN2120- 
AA66)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0628)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8302. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; IFR Alti- 
tudes; Miscellaneous Amendments" ((Docket 
No. 30626)(Amendment No. 476)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8303. A communication from the Staff 
Assistant, National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, Department of Transpor- 
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled *Insurer Reporting 
Requirements; List of Insurers Required To 
File Reports" (RIN2127-AK30) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8304. A communication from the Staff 
Assistant, National Highway Traffic Safety 
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Administration, Department of Transpor- 
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Motor Vehi- 
cle Theft Prevention Standard; Final Listing 
of 2009 Light Duty Truck Lines Subject to 
the Requirements of This Standard and Ex- 
empted Vehicle Lines for Model Year 2009" 
(RIN2127-AK31) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8305. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks, Department of the Interior, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled ‘‘Migratory Bird Permits; Changes in 
the Regulations Governing Falconry” 
(RIN1018-AG11) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-8306. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
"Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Texas; Reasonable 
Further Progress Plan, Motor Vehicle Emis- 
sions Budgets, and Revised 2002 Base Year 
Emissions Inventory; Dallas/Fort Worth 1997 
8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area" ((EPA- 
R06-OAR-2007-0525)(FRL-8726-2)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8307. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
"Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Louisiana; Approval 
of Section 110(a)(1) Maintenance Plans for 
the 1997 8-Hour Ozone Standard for the Par- 
ishes of Calcasieu and St. James" ((EPA- 
R06-OAR-2007-0659)(FRL-8727-2)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8308. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Consumer and Commercial Products, Group 
IV: Control Techniques Guidelines in Lieu of 
Regulations for Miscellaneous Metal Prod- 
ucts Coatings, Plastic Parts Coatings, Auto 
and Light-Duty Truck Assembly Coatings, 
Fiberglass Boat Manufacturing Materials, 
and Miscellaneous Industrial Adhesives" 
(RIN2060-AP01) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-8309. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Cymoxanil; Pesticide Tolerances’? ((EPA- 
HQ-OPP-2007-1191)(FRL-8382-9)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8310. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“The Treatment of Data Influenced by Ex- 
ceptional Events (Exceptional Event Rule): 
Revised Exceptional Event Data Flagging 
Submittal and Documentation Schedule to 
Support Initial Area Designations for the 
2008 Ozone NAAQS" ((EPA-HQ-OAR-2005- 
0159)(FRL-8725-5)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
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2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8311. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
"Approval and Promulgation of Implementa- 
tion Plans: Alabama: Approval of Revisions 
to the Visible Emissions Rule" ((EPA-R04- 
OAR-2005—A L-0002-200819)(F RL-8727-7)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8312. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa- 
tion Plans; Designation of Areas for Air 
Quality Planning Purposes; State of Cali- 
fornia; PM-10; Revision of Designation; Re- 
designation of the San Joaquin Valley Air 
Basin PM-10 Nonattainment Area to Attain- 
ment; Approval of PM-10 Maintenance Plan 
for the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin; Ap- 
proval of Commitments for the East Kern 
PM-10 Nonattainment Area" ((HPA-R09- 
OAR-2008-0306)(F RL-8724-7)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-8313. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Cyprosulfamide; Pesticide Tolerances” 
((EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0042)(FRL-8377-4)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8314. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Hazardous Waste Management System; 
Identification and Listing of Hazardous 
Waste; Final Exclusion” ((EPA-R06-RCRA- 
2008-0418)(FRL-8727-8)) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8315. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Pesticide Tolerance Nomenclature Changes; 
Technical Amendments"  ((EPA-HQ-OPFP- 
2002-0043)(FRL-8376-1)) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8316. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Thiencarbazone-methyl; Pesticide Toler- 
ances" ((EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0132)(FRL-8382- 
7)) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8317. A communication from the Chief 
of the Endangered Species Listing Branch, 
Fish and Wildlife Service, Department of the 
Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants; Designation 
of Critical Habitat for the San Bernardino 
Kangaroo Rat (Dipodomys merriami 
parvus)" (RIN1018-AV07) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 14, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-8318. A communication from the Chair- 
man of the Federal Energy Regulatory Com- 
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mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission's fourth report on Government 
dam use charges; to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8319. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Surface Mining, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Pennsylvania 
Regulatory Program" (Docket No. PA-152- 
FOR) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8320. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of Land and Minerals Manage- 
ment, Minerals Management Service, De- 
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Royalty Relief for Deepwater Outer Conti- 
nental Shelf Oil and Gas Leases—Conforming 
Regulations to Court Decision" (RIN1010— 
AD29) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8321. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘Qualifying Gasifi- 
cation Project Program" (Notice 2008-97) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC-8322. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘Extension of Re- 
placement Period for Livestock Sold on Ac- 
count of Drought in Specified Counties" (No- 
tice 2008-86) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8323. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘Examination of re- 
turns and claims for refund, credit, or abate- 
ment; determination of correct tax liability” 
(Rev. Proc. 2008-60) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8324. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Extension of Effec- 
tive Date of Normal Retirement Age Regula- 
tions for Governmental Plans" (Notice 2008- 
98) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-8325. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Charitable Con- 
tributions of Inventory Property Under Sec- 
tion 170(e)(3)" (Notice 2008-90) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8326. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Insurance-Dedi- 
cated Money Market Funds—Temporary 
Guarantee Program for Money Market 
Funds—Government Not the "Issuer" for 
Purposes of Testing Diversification” (Notice 
2008-92) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC-8327. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
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Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Update for Weight- 
ed Average Interest Rates, Yield Curves, and 
Segment Rates" (Notice 2008-93) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8328. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Tier I Issue—Gov- 
ernment Settlements Directive 43" (LMSB 
Control No. 4-0908-046) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8329. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule relative to the classification 
of Indian tribal entities that the Internal 
Revenue Service recognizes as Indian Tribal 
Governments under Internal Revenue Code 
Section 7871 and Section 7701(a)(40) (Rev. 
Proc. 2008-55) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8330. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled Application of Sec- 
tion 382 in the Case of Certain Acquisitions 
Made by the United States" (Notice 2008-84) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC-8331. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Capital Contribu- 
tions Under Section 382(1)(1)" (Notice 2008-78) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC-8332. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule relative to bankruptcy and 
securities loans (Rev. Proc. 2008-63) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8333. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule relative to the procedures for 
obtaining approval to use plan-specific sub- 
stitute mortality tables (Rev. Proc. 2008-62) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC-8334. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled Application of Sec- 
tion 382(h) to Banks" (Notice 2008-83) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC-8335. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Med- 
icaid Program; Multiple Source Drug Defini- 
tion" (RIN0938-AP26) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Finance. 
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EC-8336. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Manager, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Med- 
icaid Integrity Program; Eligible Entity and 
Contracting Requirements for the Medicaid 
Integrity Audit Program” (RIN0938-AO97) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC-8337. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Manager, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Medi- 
care Program; Termination of Non-Random 
Prepayment Complex Medical Review" 
(RIN0938-AN31) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

ЕС-8338. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Annual 
Report on Assistance Related to Inter- 
national Terrorism; Fiscal Year 2007"; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

ЕС-8339. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Report 
and Justification Pursuant to Section 650(d) 
of the Department of State, Foreign Oper- 
ations, and Related Programs Appropria- 
tions Act, 2008, as carried forward under the 
Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008"; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8340. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of а proposed transfer of 
major defense equipment from Pakistan to 
Diehl Raytheon, Germany; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8841. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of à proposed manufac- 
turing license agreement for the manufac- 
ture of significant military equipment 
abroad and the export of defense services and 
defense articles in the amount of $100,000,000 
or more to Canada; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC-8842. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed license for the 
export of defense articles and defense serv- 
ices in the amount of $50,000,000 or more to 
Bahrain; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

ЕС-8343. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed manufac- 
turing license agreement for the manufac- 
ture of significant military equipment 
abroad with Australia and the United King- 
dom; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

EC-8844. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed technical as- 
sistance agreement to include the export of 
technical data, defense services, and defense 
articles in the amount of $50,000,000 or more 
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with Belgium; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC-8845. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed technical as- 
sistance agreement for the export of defense 
articles, including technical data, and de- 
fense services in the amount of $50,000,000 or 
more with Chile; to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

EC-8346. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs, Department of State, transmitting, 
pursuant to the Arms Export Control Act, 
the certification of a proposed technical as- 
sistance agreement for the export of tech- 
nical data, defense services, and defense arti- 
cles in the amount of $50,000,000 or more with 
Malaysia, France, and the United Kingdom; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8347. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
“Program Evaluation Activities of the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services - 
Performance Improvement 2008"; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC-8348. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Manager, National Institutes of 
Health, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled *'Standards of Care 
for Chimpanzees Held in the Federally Sup- 
ported Chimpanzee Sanctuary System" 
(RIN0925-AA31) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8349. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager, Health Resources and Serv- 
ices Administration, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Na- 
tional Vaccine Injury Compensation Pro- 
gram: Removal of Separate Category for 
Vaccines Containing Live, Oral, Rhesus- 
Based Rotavirus From the Vaccine Injury 
Table" (RIN0906-A A55) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8350. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager, Centers for Medicaid & Medi- 
care Services, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled Exemption 
of Certain Systems of Records Under the Pri- 
vacy Act" (RIN0938-AO69) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 14, 2008; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

ЕС-8351. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager, Administration for Children 
and Families, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Medical 
Examination of Aliens - Revisions to Med- 
ical Screening Process" (RIN0920-AA20) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8352. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Selection of Annuity Providers – 
Safe Harbor for Individual Account Plans’’ 
(RIN1210-AB19) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 
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EC-8353. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Amendment to Interpretive Bul- 
letin 95-1" (RIN1210-AB22) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 14, 2008; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

ЕС-8354. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Amendments to Safe Harbor for 
Distributions From Terminated Individual 
Account Plans and Termination of Aban- 
doned Individual Account Plans To Require 
Inherited Individual Retirement Plans for 
Missing Nonspouse Beneficiaries”? (RINI1210- 
AB16) received іп the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

ЕС-8355. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘“‘Statutory Exemption for Cross- 
Trading of Securities" (RIN1210-AB17) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

ЕС-8356. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled Adoption of Amendment to Prohib- 
ited Transaction Exemption 2006-06; (PTE 
2006-06) For Services Provided in Connection 
With the Termination of Abandoned Indi- 
vidual Account Plans" (RINI1210-Z2A12) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8357. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy, 
Office of Personnel Management, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled ‘‘Federal Employees Group Life Insur- 
ance, Federal Acquisition Regulation: Board 
of Contract Appeals" (RIN3206-ALA46) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

ЕС-8358. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy, 
Office of Personnel Management, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled ‘‘Federal Employees Health Benefits, 
Acquisition Regulation: Board of Contract 
Appeals" (RIN3206-AL35) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 14, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

ЕС-8359. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of General Counsel, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Tes- 
timony by OPM Employees Relating to Offi- 
cial Information and Production of Official 
Records in Legal Proceedings" (RINS3206- 
AL22) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8360. A communication from the Senior 
Procurement Executive, Office of the Chief 
Acquisition Officer, General Services Admin- 
istration, Department of Defense, and Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition 
Regulation; Federal Acquisition Circular 
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2005-27" (FAC 2005-27) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8361. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-535, “Taxicab Company, Associa- 
tion, and Fleet and Limousine License Mora- 
torium Amendment Act of 2008"; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8362. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-534, Performance Parking Pilot 
Zone Act of 2008"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8363. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-588, “City Market at O Street 
Tax Increment Financing Act of 2008"; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8364. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-581, “Targeted Historic Housing 
Preservation Assistance Temporary Amend- 
ment Act of 2008"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8365. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-580, "Washington Parks & People 
Equitable Real Property Tax Relief Tem- 
porary Act of 2008"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8366. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-529, * Designated Appropriation 
Allocations Temporary Amendment Act of 
2008"; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8367. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-528, “Vacancy Exemption Repeal 
Clarification Temporary Amendment Act of 
2008"; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8368. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-527, ‘Contract No. DCTO-2007-C- 
0036 Approval and Payment Authorization 
Act of 2008"; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8369. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-526, ‘‘Fire Chief Burton W. John- 
son Building Designation Act of 2008"; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8370. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-525, *Appointed Attorney Com- 
pensation Act of 2008"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8371. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
D.C. Act 17-524, ‘‘Title 22 Amendment Act of 
2008"; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8372. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
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transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-528, “Uniform Adult Guardian- 
ship and Protective Proceedings Jurisdiction 
Act of 2008"; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8373. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-522, Pedestrian Safety Rein- 
forcement Amendment Act of 2008"; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8374. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-521, Jackson Н. Gerhart House 
Designation Act of 2008"; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8375. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-520, ‘‘Lola Beaver Memorial Park 
Designation Act of 2008"; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8376. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-517, “Bolling Air Force Base 
Military Housing Real Property Tax Exemp- 
tion and Equitable Tax Relief Temporary 
Act of 2008"; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8377. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-516, ‘‘Waterside Mall and Fourth 
Street, S.W., Redevelopment and Recon- 
struction Temporary Act of 2008"; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8378. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-515, ‘‘Old Naval Hospital Grant 
Temporary Amendment Act of 2008"; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8379. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-514, Public Space Rental Fees 
Temporary Amendment Act of 2008"; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8380. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-518, “Downtown Retail Tax In- 
crement Financing Amendment Act of 2008”; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8381. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-512, “Marvin Gaye Way Designa- 
tion Act of 2008"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8382. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-511, Defined Contribution Plan 
Modifications for the Director of the Depart- 
ment of Corrections Devon Brown Amend- 
ment Act of 2008"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8383. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-510, *"Trash Collection Noise Vio- 
lations Abatement Act of 2008"; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 
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EC-8384. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-506, “MVS Inc., Payment Author- 
ization Act of 2008"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8385. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-505, ‘‘Maury Wills Baseball Field 
Designation Act of 2008"; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8386. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-504, ‘‘Lauzun’s Legion Bridge 
Designation Act of 2008"; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8387. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Legislative Affairs, Office of the Direc- 
tor of National Intelligence, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to the res- 
ignation and vacancy of Associate Director 
of National Intelligence and Chief Informa- 
tion Officer, received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Select Committee on Intelligence. 

EC-8388. A communication from the Regu- 
latory and Policy Specialist, Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Homeliving Programs" 
(RIN1076-AE51) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

ЕС-8389. A communication from the Regu- 
latory and Policy Specialist, Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Irrigation Operation and 
Maintenance" (RIN1076-AD44) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2008; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

EC-8390. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Executive Office for United States 
Trustees, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled ‘‘Procedures for Completing Uniform 
Forms of Trustee Final Reports in Cases 
Filed Under Chapters 7, 12, and 13 of the 
Bankruptcy Code" (RIN1105-AB29) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 14, 2008; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC-8391. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Health Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Dental Care— 
Provision of One-Time Outpatient Dental 
Care for Certain Veterans" (RIN2900-AM95) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Veterans' Affairs. 

EC-8392. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Health Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Grants to 
States for Construction and Acquisition of 
State Home Facilities" (RIN2900-AJ43) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Veterans' Affairs. 

EC-8393. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of Defense (Health Affairs), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report rel- 
ative to the evaluation of Polytrauma Liai- 
son/Noncommissioned Officer Program; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 
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EC-8394. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi- 
ness), transmitting a report on the approved 
retirement of General Bruce A. Carlson, 
United States Air Force, and his advance- 
ment to the grade of general on the retired 
list; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC-8395. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, а six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency declared in Execu- 
tive Order 12978 with respect to significant 
narcotics traffickers centered in Colombia; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-8396. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency that was declared in 
Executive Order 13413 of October 27, 2006, rel- 
ative to the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo; to the Committee on Banking, Hous- 
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8397. A communication from the Board 
of Directors, HOPE for Homeowners Pro- 
gram, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled “НОРЕ for Home- 
owners Program: Program Regulations" 
(RIN2580-AA00) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 16, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-8398. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled ‘‘Final Flood Elevation Deter- 
minations" ((73 FR 55442)(44 CFR Part 67)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 16, 2008; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

ЕС-8399. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary, Division of Corporation Finance, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Disclosure of Short Sales and 
Short Positions By Institutional Investment 
Managers" (RIN8235-AK23) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 16, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8400. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary, Division of Trading and Markets, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Amendments to Regulation SHO” 
(RIN3235-AK22) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 16, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-8401. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary, Division of Trading and Markets, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘‘Naked’ Short Selling Antifraud 
Rule" (RIN3235-AK06) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 16, 
2008; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8402. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary, Division of Trading and Markets, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Amendments to Regulation SHO” 
(RIN3235-AJ57) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 16, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

ЕС-8403. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Pacific Halibut Fisheries; Guided Sport 
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Charter Vessel Fishery for Halibut” 
(RIN0648-AX21) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 16, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8404. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Recordkeeping and Reporting" 
(RIN0648-AW28) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 16, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8405. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Pacific Halibut Fisheries; Subsistence Fish- 
ing" (RIN0648-AU14) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 16, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8406. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Deep-Water Species Fishery by 
Vessels Using Trawl Gear in the Gulf of Alas- 
ka" (RIN0648-XK53) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 16, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8407. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Northeast  Multispecies Fishery; 
Inseason Action to allow use of the Ruhle 
Trawl in the Eastern U.S./Canada Area" 
(RIN0648-XJ76) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 16, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8408. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish- 
eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off 
Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 630 in the 
Gulf of Alaska" (RIN0648-XK72) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 16, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-8409. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish- 
eries Off West Coast States; Coastal Pelagic 
Species Fisheries; Closure" (RIN0648-XK61) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 16, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8410. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish- 
eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off 
Alaska; Pollock in Area 620 in the Gulf of 
Alaska" (RIN0648-XK32) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 16, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8411. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
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National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish- 
eries of the Northeastern United States; At- 
lantic Bluefish Fishery; Commercial Quota 
Harvested for Massachusetts?  (RINO0648- 
XK04) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 16, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8412. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled “Ап Inquiry 
Into the Commission's Policies and Rules 
Regarding AM Radio Service Directional An- 
tenna Performance Verification" ((FCC 08- 
228)(MM Docket No. 98-177)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-8413. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations 
(Wittenberg, Wisconsin)" ((DA 08-2160)(MB 
Docket No. 08-136)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8414. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final РТУ Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations 
(Vanderbilt, Michigan)" ((DA 08-1858)(MB 
Docket No. 08-204)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8415. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations 
(Greenville, North Carolina)’ ((DA 08- 
2148)(MB Docket No. 08-133)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8416. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Carriage of 
Digital Television Broadcast Signals: 
Amendment to Part 76 of the Commission’s 
Rules" ((FCC 08-193)(CS Docket No. 98-120)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8417. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations 
(Longview, Texas)" ((DA 08-2065)0MB Docket 
No. 08-112) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8418. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations 
(Shreveport, Louisiana)" ((DA 08-2032) (MB 
Docket No. 08-118)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
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2008; to the Committee 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8419. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations 
(Salt Lake City, Utah)" ((DA 08-2066)(MB 
Docket No. 08-144)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8420. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of а rule entitled ““Атепа- 
ment of Section 78.622(i), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations 
(Freeport, Illinois)" ((DA 08-2067) (MB Dock- 
et No. 08-135)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8421. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi- 
cation of a proposed technical assistance 
agreement for the export of defense articles, 
including technical data, and defense serv- 
ices in the amount of $50,000,000 or more to 
the Republic of Korea; to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 

EC-8422. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Bureau of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, а report relative to the status of the 
Government of Cuba's compliance with the 
United States-Cuba September 1994 ‘‘Joint 
Communique” and the treatment of persons 
returned to Cuba in accordance with the 
United States-Cuba May 1995 “Joint State- 
ment”; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

ЕС-8423. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Report to 
Congress on Thefts, Losses, or Releases of 
Select Agents or Toxins For Calendar Year 
2007"; to the Committee on Health, Edu- 
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8424. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Secretary of the Office of 
Labor-Management Standards, Employment 
Standards Administration, Department of 
Labor, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled “Amendment to 
Guidelines for Processing Applications for 
Assistance To Conform to Sections 3013(h) 
and 3031 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, 
and Efficient Transportation Equity Act — A 
Legacy for Users and To Improve Processing 
for Administrative Efficacy" (RIN1215-AB58) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8425. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Secretary of the Office of 
Labor-Management Standards, Employment 
Standards Administration, Department of 
Labor, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of а rule entitled ‘‘Labor Organization 
Annual Financial Reports for Trusts in 
Which à Labor Organization Is Interested, 
Form T-1" (RIN1215-AB64) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 14, 2008; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8426. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
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* Announcement of the Delegation of Partial 
Administrative Authority for Implementa- 
tion of Federal Implementation Plan for 
Coeur d’ Alene Reservation to the Coeur d' 
Alene Tribe” (CEPA-R10-OAR-2008-0498) 
(FRL-8729-3)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-8427. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Texas; Dallas/Fort 
Worth 1-Hour Ozone Nonattainment Area; 
Determination of Attainment of the 1-Hour 
Ozone Standard" ((CEPA-R06-OAR-2008- 
0420)(F RL-8730-3)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8428. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
* Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Wisconsin; Approval 
of Rule Clarifications” ((EPA-R05-OAR-2008- 
0389) (FRL-8711-3)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 14, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8429. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
* Approval and Promulgation of Implementa- 
tion Plans; Alaska; Interstate Transport of 
Pollution" ((EPA-R10-OAR-2008-0166) (FRL- 
8728-1)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-8430. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Control of Hazardous Air Pollutants From 
Mobile Sources: Early Credit Technology Re- 
quirement Revision"  ((EPA-HQ-2005-0036) 
(RIN2060—A089)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-8431. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Extension of Cross-Media Electronic Re- 
porting Rule Deadline for Authorized Pro- 
grams" ((EPA-HQ-OEI-2003-0001) (FRL-8730- 
8)) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8432. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
* Revisions to the Definition of Solid Waste" 
((EPA-HQ-RCRA-2002-0031) (FRL-8728-9)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8433. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy, 
Office of Personnel Management, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled ‘‘Disabled Veterans Documentation" 
(RIN3206-AL29) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 14, 2008; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

ЕС-8434. A communication from the Chair- 
man and CEO, Farm Credit Administration, 
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transmitting, pursuant to law, а report rel- 
ative to the Administration's inventory of 
commercial activities; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8435. A communication from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report entitled Eastern Mar- 
ket Management and Oversight Continues to 
Need Substantial Improvement”; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8436. A communication from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report entitled * Audit of 
Public Service Commission Agency Fund for 
Fiscal Year 2008"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8437. A communication from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report entitled ‘“‘Audit of 
Public Service Commission Agency Fund for 
Fiscal Year 2004"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8438. A communication from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Letter Re- 
port: Examination of District of Columbia 
Sports & Entertainment Commission Con- 
tracts and Expenditures for Program Man- 
agement, Legal, and Financial Management 
Services"; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8439. A communication from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Auditor’s 
Review of the Board of Real Property Assess- 
ments and Appeals Operations"; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8440. A communication from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Letter Re- 
port: Audit of Advisory Neighborhood Com- 
mission 1C for Fiscal Years 2005 Through 
2008, as of March 31, 2008"; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8441. A communication from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Letter Re- 
port: Audit of Advisory Neighborhood Com- 
mission 2E for Fiscal Years 2006 Through 
2008, as of March 31, 2008"; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8442. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of- 
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port entitled Report on the Security of Fed- 
eral Prosecutors"; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC-8443. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of- 
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port entitled ‘‘Report to the Nation 2007"; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8444. A communication from the Execu- 
tive Director, Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled Adjustment of 
Civil Monetary Penalties for Inflation" 
(RIN3038-AC13) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 20, 2008; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC-8445. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Director of the Directives and Regula- 
tions Branch, Forest Service, Department of 
Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
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the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Special Areas; 
Roadless Area Conservation; Applicability to 
the National Forests in Idaho" (RINO0596- 
AC62) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 20, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For- 
estry. 

EC-8446. A communication from the Regu- 
latory Contact, Grain Inspection, Packers 
and Stockyards Administration, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Swine 
Contractors" (RIN0580-ABO01) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 21, 2008; to the Committee on Agri- 
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC-8447. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech- 
nology and Logistics), transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, а report relative to а review of 
the Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter pro- 
gram; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC-8448. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi- 
ness), transmitting a report on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Henry A. 
Obering III, United States Air Force, and his 
advancement to the grade of lieutenant gen- 
eral on the retired list; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC-8449. A communication from the Chair- 
man and President, Export-Import Bank of 
the United States, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, а report relative to a transaction in- 
volving U.S. exports to Australia; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-8450. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘“‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility” (73 FR  56731)Docket No. 
FEMA-8043)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 21, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-8451. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Flood Elevation 
Determinations" ((73 FR 56737)(Docket No. 
FEMA-B-1008)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 21, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-8452. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, а 6-month periodic report on the 
national emergency that was declared in Ex- 
ecutive Order 13067 of November 3, 1997 with 
respect to Sudan; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8453. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report on the continuation of 
the national emergency relative to narcotics 
traffickers centered in Colombia; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-8454. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, Na- 
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled *Magnuson-Ste- 
vens Act Provisions; Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; Pacific Coast Groundfish Fish- 
ery; Biennial Specifications and Manage- 
ment Measures; Inseason Adjustments; Cor- 
rection” (RIN0648-AX28) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 21, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 
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EC-8455. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Magnuson-Stevens  Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act Provisions; Fisheries 
of the Northeastern United States; Tilefish 
Fishery” (RIN0648-XK42) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 21, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8456. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Northern Rockfish in the West- 
ern Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska" 
(RIN0648-XL00) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 21, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-845"7. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Magnuson-Stevens  Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act Provisions; Fisheries 
of the Northeastern United States; Atlantic 
Sea Scallop Fishery; Closure of the Limited 
Access General Category Scallop Fishery to 
Individual Fishing Quota Scallop Vessels" 
(RIN0648-XK82) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 21, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8458. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Non-American 
Fisheries Act Crab Vessels Catching Pacific 
Cod for Processing by the Inshore Compo- 
nent in the Western Regulatory Area of the 
Gulf of Alaska" (RIN0648-XK97) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 21, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-8459. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Northern Rockfish in the West- 
ern Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alaska" 
(RIN0648-XL00) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 21, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8460. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; McDon- 
nell Douglas Model MD-90-30 Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0946)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 27, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8461. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Rolls- 
Royce ple RB211-524 Series Turbofan En- 
gines; Correction" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket 
No. FAA-2007-0036)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 2", 
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2008; to the Committee 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8462. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 747 Airplanes” ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0091)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 27, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8463. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Harco 
Labs, Inc. Pitot/AOA Probes (Part Numbers 
100435-39, 100435-39-001, 100435-40, and 100435- 
40-001" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0955)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 27, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
'Transportation. 

EC-8464. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Energy Effi- 
ciency and Renewable Energy, Department 
of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to law, à 
report entitled ‘‘U.S. Department of Energy 
Fleet Alternative Fuel Vehicle Acquisition 
Report"; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC-8465. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Fossil Energy, 
Department of Energy, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Study on In- 
ventory of Petroleum and Natural Gas Stor- 
age"; to the Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources. 

ЕС-8466. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of а rule entitled Electronic Tar- 
iff Filings" ((Docket No. RM01-5-000)( Order 
No. 714)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 21, 2008; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re- 
Sources. 

EC-8467. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of а rule entitled “Ех Parte Con- 
tacts and Separation of Functions" ((Docket 
No. RM08-8-000)(Order No. 718)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 21, 2008; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

EC-8468. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled Mandatory Re- 
liability Standard for Nuclear Plant Inter- 
face Coordination" ((Docket No. RM08-3- 
000)(Order No. 716)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 21, 
2008; to the Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources. 

ЕС-8469. A communication from the Attor- 
ney, Office of Assistant General Counsel for 
Legislation and Regulatory Law, Depart- 
ment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Energy 
Conservation Program for Commercial and 
Industrial Equipment: Packaged Terminal 
Air Conditioner and Packaged Terminal 
Heat Pump Energy Conservation Standards" 
(RIN1904-AB44) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 21, 2008; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re- 
Sources. 

EC-8470. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
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"Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Virginia; Major New 
Source Review for Nonattainment Areas" 
((EPA-R03-OA R-2007-0522)(FRL-8731-8)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

ЕС-8471. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Virginia; Virginia 
Major New Source Review, Prevention of 
Significant Deterioration (PSD)? ((EPA- 
R03-OAR-2007-0521)(FRL-8731-9)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 21, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8472. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; Reasonably Available Control 
Technology Requirements for Volatile Or- 
ganic Compounds and Nitrogen Oxides” 
((EPA-R03-OA R-2006-0379)(FRL-8732-3)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

ЕС-8473. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Completeness Findings for Section 110(a) 
State Implementation Plans Pertaining to 
the Fine Particulate Matter  (PM2.5) 
NAAQS” ((EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0452)(FRL- 
8728-3)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 21, 2008; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-8474. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
for Lead" ((EPA-HQ-OAR-2006-0735)(FRL- 
8732-9)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 21, 2008; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-8475. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"NESHAP: National Emission Standards for 
Hazardous Air Pollutants: Standards for 
Hazardous Waste Combustors: Reconsider- 
ation" ((EPA-HQ-OAR-2004-0022)(FRL-8733- 
1)) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8476. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Outer Continental Shelf Air Regulations 
Consistency Update for California" ((OAR- 
2004—0091)(FRL-8731—5)) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 21, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8477. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Texas; Texas Low- 
Emission Diesel Fuel Program" ((EPA-R06- 
OAR-2006-0665)(FRL-8733-8)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
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tober 21, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-8478. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Florida; Removal of 
Gasoline Vapor Recovery from Southeast 
Florida Areas; Withdrawal of Direct Final 
Rule" (CEPA-R04-OA R-2007-0836— 
200739(w))(F RL-8734-3)) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 21, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8479. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Emergency Planning and Community 
Right-to-Know Act; Amendments to Emer- 
gency Planning and Notification; Emergency 
Release Notification and Hazardous Chem- 
ical Reporting" (RIN2050-AE17) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 21, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

ЕС-8480. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fort Peck Assiniboine and Sioux Tribes in 
Montana; Underground Injection Control 
(UIC) Program; Primacy Approval and Minor 
Revisions" ((EPA-R08-OW-2007-0153)( FRL- 
8733-4)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 21, 2008; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-8481. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“MINNESOTA: Final Authorization of State 
Hazardous Waste Management Program Re- 
vision" ((40 CFR Part 271)(FRL-8733-7)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

ЕС-8482. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Revisions to the California State Imple- 
mentation Plan, San Diego Air Pollution 
Control District, San Joaquin Valley Air 
Pollution Control District, and Ventura 
County Air Pollution Control District" 
((EPA-R09-OAR-2006-0869)(FRL-8721-7)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8483. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Protection of Safeguards Information" 
(RIN3150-AH57) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 21, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-8484. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘‘Updated static 
mortality tables for the years 2009 through 
2018" (Notice 2008-85) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 2", 
2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8485. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 


November 17, 2008 


report of а rule entitled ‘‘Expanded Tem- 
porary Rule Allowing Governmental Issuers 
to Purchase Their Own Tax-Exempt Bonds" 
(Notice 2008-88) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 27, 2008; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8486. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule relative to the treatment of 
taxpayers receiving certain offers relating to 
auction rate securities (Rev. Proc. 2008-58) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 27, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

ЕС-8487. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, weekly reports relative to Iraq for 
the period of August 15, 2008, through Octo- 
ber 15, 2008; to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

EC-8488. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as 
amended, the report of the texts and back- 
ground statements of international agree- 
ments, other than treaties (List 2008-164— 
2008-181); to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

EC-8489. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Final 
Rules for Group Health Plans and Health In- 
surance Issuers Under the Newborns’ and 
Mothers’ Health Protection Act” (((RIN0938- 
AI17)(RIN1210-AA63)(RIN1545-BG82))) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8490. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager, Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Posses- 
sion, Use, and Transfer of Select Agents and 
Toxins” (RIN0920-AA09) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 21, 2008; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8491. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Education, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a vacancy in the position of Chief Financial 
Officer, received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 20, 2008; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

ЕС-8492. A communication from the Acting 
General Counsel, National Indian Gaming 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Minimum In- 
ternal Control Standards for Class II Gam- 
ing" (RIN3141-AA87) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 21, 
2008; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

EC-8493. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Chief of the Regulatory Management Di- 
vision, Citizenship and Immigration Serv- 
ices, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled ‘‘Period of Admission and Ex- 
tension of Stay for Canadian and Mexican 
Citizens Engaged in Professional Business 
Activities-TN | Nonimmigrants" (RIN1615— 
AB64) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8494. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
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ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled ‘‘Almonds Grown in California, Order 
Amending Marketing Order. No. 981" (Dock- 
et No. AO-214-A7) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on September 8, 
2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu- 
trition, and Forestry. 

EC-8495. A communication from the Chief 
of Regulatory Analysis and Development, 
Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Special Need Requests Under the Plant Pro- 
tection Act" ((RIN0579-AB98)(Docket Мо. 
APHIS-2005-0103)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 24, 
2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu- 
trition, and Forestry. 

EC-8496. A communication from the Con- 
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Tuber- 
culosis in Cattle and Bison; State and Zone 
Designations; Minnesota" (Docket No. 
A PHIS-2008-0117) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 16, 2008; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC-8497. A communication from the Con- 
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Trichinae 
Certification Program" ((RIN0579%- 
AB92)(Docket No. APHIS-2006-0089)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 16, 2008; to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC-8498. A communication from the Con- 
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Agricul- 
tural Bioterrorism Protection Act of 2002; 
Biennial Review and Republication of the 
Select Agent and Toxin List" ((RIN0579%- 
AC53)(Docket No. APHIS-2007-0033)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 16, 2008; to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC-8499. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Pyrimethanil; Pesticide Tolerances” 
((EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0609)(FRL-8384-7)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 27, 2008; to the Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC-8500. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Pesticide Management and Disposal; Stand- 
ards for Pesticide Containers and Contain- 
ment" ((EPA-HQ-OPP-2005-0327)(FRL-8387- 
2)) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on October 27, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For- 
estry. 

EC-8501. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, a report of a violation of the 
Antideficiency Act by the Department of Ag- 
riculture Forest Service; to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

EC-8502. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Continued Production 
of the Naval Petroleum Reserves Beyond 
April 5, 2009"; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 
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EC-8503. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a notification of the continu- 
ation of the national emergency with respect 
to the situation in or in relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-8504. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Department of Justice, 
transmitting, a report relative to the Na- 
tional Association of Registered Agents and 
Brokers Reform Act of 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8505. A communication from the Asso- 
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of Public and Indian 
Housing, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled Public Housing 
Operating Fund Program; Increased Terms of 
Energy Performance Contracts" (RIN2577- 
AC66) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8506. A communication from the Asso- 
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of Housing, Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Mortgagee Review Board (MRB); 
Amendments to the MRB Regulations” 
(RIN2510-A A01) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 24, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-8507. A communication from the Assist- 
ant to the Board, Division of Consumer and 
Community Affairs, Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Ноте Mortgage Disclosure" (Docket No. R- 
1321) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

ЕС-8508. A communication from the Assist- 
ant to the Board, Division of Consumer and 
Community Affairs, Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Capital Adequacy Guidelines: Treatment of 
Perpetual Preferred Stock Issued to the 
United States Treasury under the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008" 
(Docket No. R-1336) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 24, 
2008; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8509. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, National Credit Union Admin- 
istration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘Тһе Official Adver- 
tising Statement" (RIN3133-AD45) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 16, 2008; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8510. A communication from the Legal 
Information Assistant, Office of Thrift Su- 
pervision, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled ‘‘Optional Charter Provisions 
in Mutual Holding Company Structures" 
(RIN1550-ACI5) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 27, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-8511. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Operations, 
Department of Commerce, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
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*Endangered and Threatened Species: Final 
Protective Regulations for Threatened Puget 
Sound Steelhead" (RIN0648-AV18) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 14, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8512. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Chief Financial Officer, Office of Man- 
aging Director, Federal Communications 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled Assessment and 
Collection of Regulatory Fees for Fiscal 
Year 2008" (MD Docket No. 08-65)(FCC 08- 
182)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 14, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8513. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Taking of the Cook Inlet, Alaska, Beluga 
Whale Stock by Alaska Natives” (RINO0648- 
A016) received іп the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 16, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8514. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, Na- 
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fisheries Off 
West Coast States; West Coast Salmon Fish- 
eries; Amendment 14; Essential Fish Habitat 
Descriptions for Pacific Salmon" (RINO0648- 
AS96) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8515. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Sustainable Fisheries, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Bluefish Fishery; Quota 
Transfer” (RIN0648-XK90) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 24, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8516. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Chief Counsel for Regulations, Transpor- 
tation Security Administration, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Se- 
cure Flight Program" (RIN1625-AA45) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 27, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8517. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ''Modification of Certain Medical 
Standards and Procedures and Duration of 
Certain Medical Certificates" (RIN2120—AI91) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8518. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Modification of Certain Medical 
Standards and Procedures and Duration of 
Certain Medical Certificates; Correcting 
Amendment" (RIN2120-AI91) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 28, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8519. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
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entitled ‘‘Aviation Safety Inspector Airport 
Access" (RIN2120-AJ07) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 28, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8520. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled “Enhanced Airworthiness Program 
for Airplane Systems/Fuel Tank Safety 
(EAPAS/FTS); Technical Correction” 
(RIN2120-AI31) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8521. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Reduction of Fuel Tank Flamma- 
bility in "Transport Category Airplanes" 
(RIN2120-AI23) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8522. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Empresa 
Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) 
Model EMB-135 Airplanes, and Model EMB- 
145, -145ER, -145MR, -145LR, -145XR, -145MP, 
and -145EP Airplanes" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0642)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 28, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-85283. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Honey- 
well International Inc. TFE731-4, -4R, -5, 
-bAR, -5BR, and -5R Series Turbofan En- 
gines" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0264)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8524. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 


entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; BAE 
Systems (Operations) Limited (Jetstream) 
Model 4101 Airplanes" ((RIN2120- 


AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0644)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 28, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
ЕС-8525. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 747-100, 747-100B, 747-100B SUD, 747- 
200B, 747-200C, 747-300, 747-400, 747-400D, and 
7T47SR Series Airplanes" ((RIN2120— 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2007-29227)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 28, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
EC-8526. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; McDon- 
nell Douglas Model DC-9-10, DC-9-20, DC-9- 
30, DC-9-40, and DC-9-50 Series Airplanes, 
Equipped with a Tail Cone Evacuation Slide 
Container Installed in Accordance With Sup- 
plemental Type Certificate (STC) ST735SO” 
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((RIN2120-A A64)(Docket No. FAA-2007-28881)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8527. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Rolls- 
Royce ріс RB211 Series Turbofan Engines" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2007-0078)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8528. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Empresa 
Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) 
Model ERJ 170 and ERJ 190 Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0361)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8529. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Fokker 
Model F.28 Mark 0070 and Mark 0100 Air- 
planes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0675)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8530. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Fokker 
Model F.28 Mark 0070 and 0100 Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0676)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8531. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 


entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Bom- 
bardier Model DHC-8-400, DHC-8-401, and 
DHC-8-402 Airplanes" (CRIN2120- 


AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0730)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 28, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8532. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Lock- 
heed Model 382, 382B, 382E, 382F, and 382G Se- 
ries Airplanes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0638)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8533. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 


entitled “Airworthiness Directives; 
Turbomeca S.A. Arrius 2B1, 2B1A, 2B2, and 
2K1 Turboshaft Engines” ((RIN2120- 


AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0461)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 28, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 
EC-8534. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
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Model 737-300, -400, and -500 Series Air- 
planes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0947)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8535. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 737-100, —200, —200C, —300, —400, and -500 
Series Airplanes"  ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0149)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 28, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8536. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Hawker 
Beechcraft Corporation Model 390 Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-1067)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8537. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 767-200, —300, and -400ER Series Air- 
planes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0302)) received in the Office of the Presi- 


dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 


EC-8538. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 737-600, —700, —-700C, -800, and -900 Se- 
ries Airplanes Equipped with CFM56-7 En- 
gines" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0147)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8539. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 737-300, -400, and -500 Series Air- 
planes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0357)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8540. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; MD Heli- 
copters, Inc. Model 600N Helicopters" 
(CRIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0835)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8541. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Air Trac- 
tor, Inc. Models AT-402, AT-402A, and АТ- 
402B Airplanes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0749)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8542. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
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tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Bom- 
bardier Model CL-600-1A11 (CL-600), CL-600- 
2A12 (CL-601) CL-600-2B16 (CL-601-3A, CL- 
601-3R, & CL-604 (Including CL-605 Mar- 
keting Variant)) Airplanes, and Model CL- 
600-2B19 (Regional Jet Series 100 & 440) Air- 
planes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-1096)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8543. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 747-400, 747-400D, and 747-400F Series 
Airplanes" ((RIN2120-A A64)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0640)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8544. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Various 
Transport Category Airplanes Equipped with 
Auxiliary Fuel Tanks Installed in Accord- 
ance with Certain Supplemental Type Cer- 
tificates" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0298)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8545. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Modification of Class D and E Air- 
space; Brunswick, ME" (CRIN2120- 
AA66)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0203)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 28, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8546. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Establishment of Class E Airspace; 
Pampa, TX" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0610)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8547. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Removal of Class E Airspace; Chi- 
cago, IL" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0666)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8548. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Amendment to Class E Airspace; 
Windsor Locks, Bradley International Air- 
port, CT" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0817)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8549. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E Airspace; 
Plains, TX” ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. 
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FAA-2008-0683)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8550. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Establishment of Class D Airspace; 
Victoria, TX” ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0434)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

ЕС-8551. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Amendment of Class E Airspace; 
Butler, PA. Removal of Class E Airspace; 
East Butler, PA" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0836)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 28, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8552. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Revision of and Revocation to 
Compulsory Reporting Points; Alaska" 
((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0881)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8553. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Modification of Class D Airspace; 
MacDill AFB, FL" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0983)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 28, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8554. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Amendment of Class E Airspace; 
Black River Falls, WI; Confirmation of Effec- 
tive Date" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0024)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8555. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E Airspace; 
Lexington, OK" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0003)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8556. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Modification of Class E Airspace; 
Roanoke, VA" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0417)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8557. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Establishment of Class E Airspace; 
Morehead, KY" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0809)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
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to the Committee on Commerce, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8558. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E Airspace; 
Dallas GA" ((RIN2120-AA66)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-1084)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8559. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30628)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8560. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30631)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8561. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments” ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30629)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8562. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30632)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

ЕС-8563. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30621)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8564. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments” ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30620)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 
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EC-8565. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments”? ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30624)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8566. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30627)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8567. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((RIN2120-AA65)(Docket No. 
30630)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8568. A communication from the Regu- 
lations Officer, Federal Highway Adminis- 
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Projects of National and Re- 
gional Significance Evaluation and Rating" 
(RIN2125-AFO098) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8569. A communication from the Senior 
Attorney Advisor, Federal Railroad Adminis- 
tration, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled Implementation of Program 
for Capital Grants for Rail Line Relocation 
and Improvement Projects" (RIN2130-AB74) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8570. A communication from the Staff 
Assistant, National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, Department of Transpor- 
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Motor Vehi- 
cle Safety Standards; Designated Seating 
Positions and Seat Belt Assembly Anchor- 
ages" (RIN2127-AI94) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 28, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-8571. A communication from the Alter- 
nate Liaison of Federal Register Publica- 
tions, Pipeline and Hazardous Materials 
Safety Administration, Department оғ 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Pipeline 
Safety: Standards for Increasing the Max- 
imum Allowable Operating Pressure for Gas 
Transmission Pipelines" (RIN2187-AE25) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 28, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8572. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste 
Management, Department of Energy, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the Office's 2007 
Annual Report to Congress; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 
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EC-8573. A communication from the Acting 
Chief of Regulatory Affairs, Bureau of Land 
Management, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Update of Linear Right-of- 
Way Rent Schedule" (RIN1004-AD87) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8574. A communication from the Acting 
Chief, Branch of Listing, Fish and Wildlife 
Service, Department of the Interior, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Endangered and Threatened Wild- 
life and Plants; Revised Designation of Crit- 
ical Habitat for the Wintering Population of 
the Piping Plover (Charadrius melodus) in 
North Carolina" (RIN1018-AU48) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 16, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8575. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Addi- 
tional Protocol Regulations" (RIN0694-AD26) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8576. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Final Authorizations of State-initiated 
Changes and Incorporation by Reference of 
State Hazardous Waste Management Pro- 
gram" ((EPA-R06-RCRA-2008-0144)( FRL- 
8727-8)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 27, 2008; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-8577. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
*New Mexico: Incorporation by Reference of 
Approved State Hazardous Waste Manage- 
ment Program" ((EPA-R06-RCRA-2008- 
0753)(FRL-8729-6)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 2", 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8578. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
* Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Virginia; Movement 
of Richmond and Hampton Roads 8-Hour 
Ozone Areas from the Nonattainment Area 
List to the Maintenance Area List" ((EPA- 
R03-OAR-2008-0656)(FRL-8735-4)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 27, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8579. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Illinois" ((EPA-R05- 
OAR-2008-0198)(FRL-8722-9)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 27, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-8580. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; West Virginia; Re- 
vised Motor Vehicle Emission Budgets for 
the Parkersburg 8-Hour Ozone Maintenance 
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Area"  ((EPA-R08-OAR-2008-0746)( FRL-8735- 
7)) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on October 27, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8581. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Carbaryl; Order Denying NRDC’s Petition 
to Revoke Tolerances” ((EPA-HQ-OPP-2008- 
0347)(F RL-8388-1)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 27, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8582. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Application of Sec- 
tion 382 To Loss Corporations Whose Instru- 
ments Are Acquired By The Treasury De- 
partment Under The Capital Purchase Pro- 
gram Pursuant To The Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act Of 2008" (Notice 2008-100) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC-8583. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Section 1367 Re- 
garding Open Account Debt" (RIN1545-BD72) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC-8584. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Proposed Amend- 
ments to Qualified Intermediary With- 
holding Agreement and to Audit Guidance 
for External Auditors of Qualified Inter- 
mediaries" (Announcement 2008-98) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 21, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8585. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Treatment of Pay- 
ments in Lieu of Taxes Under Section 141" 
(RIN1545-BF87) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 24, 2008; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8586. A communication from the Regu- 
lations Officer and Deputy Director of the 
Office of Regulations, Social Security Ad- 
ministration, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Technical 
Amendments to Definition of Persons Close- 
ly Approaching Retirement Age" (RIN0960- 
AG68) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-8587. A communication from the Chief 
of the Trade and Commercial Regulations 
Branch, Customs and Border Protection, De- 
partment of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled ‘‘Technical Corrections Relating to 
the Rules of Origin for Goods Imported 
Under the NAFTA and for Textile and Ap- 
parel Products" (CBP Dec. 08-42) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 27, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8588. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
suant to section 102(c) and section 204(a) of 
the United States-India Nuclear Cooperation 
Approval and Non-proliferation Enhance- 
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ment Act (Public Law 110-869), the required 
certifications and a Memorandum of Jus- 
tification regarding those certifications; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8589. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of State for Political Affairs, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel- 
ative to current measures that are being or 
have been undertaken to complete the mis- 
sion in Iraq successfully; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8590. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to loan guarantees 
to Israel; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

EC-8591. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of- 
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port of the Attorney General relative to the 
administration of the Foreign Agents Reg- 
istration Act for the six months ending De- 
cember 31, 2007; to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

EC-8592. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a vacancy, designation 
of an acting officer, nomination, and action 
on nomination in the position of Assistant 
Secretary of State for International Organi- 
zation Affairs, received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 24, 2008; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8593. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a vacancy, designation 
of an acting officer, nomination, and action 
on nomination in the position of Assistant 
Secretary of State for Legislative Affairs, re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8594. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart- 
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state- 
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2008-182-2008-191); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8595. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the notifi- 
cation of the proposed removal from the U.S. 
Munitions List of а portable air sampler; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8596. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the notifi- 
cation of the proposed removal from the U.S. 
Munitions List of à blower and heat ex- 
changer; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

EC-8597. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the notifi- 
cation of the proposed removal from the U.S. 
Munitions List of visible blackout lights; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8598. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, а financial report 
relative to the Animal Drug User Fee Act for 
fiscal year 2007; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8599. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Occupational Safety and Health Review 
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Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
а report of the Commission's updated Stra- 
tegic Plan for 2009-2014; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8600. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Final Rules for 
Group Health Plans and Health Insurance 
Issuers Under the Newborns' and Mothers' 
Health Protection Act" ((CRIN1545- 
BG82)(RIN1210-A A63)(RIN0938-AI17))) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 21, 2008; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

ЕС-8601. A communication from the Assist- 
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Services, 
Office of Elementary and Secondary Edu- 
cation, Department of Education, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled ‘‘Title I—Improving The Academic 
Achievement Of The Disadvantaged’’ 
(RIN1810-ABO01) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 24, 2008; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

ЕС-8602. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Employee Benefits Security 
Administration, Department of Labor, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Final Rules for Group Health Plans 
and Health Insurance Issuers Under the 
Newborns’ and Mothers’ Health Protection 
Act" (RIN1210-AA63) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 24, 
2008; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

ЕС-8603. A communication from the Chair- 
man and Chief Judge, Employees’ Compensa- 
tion Appeals Board, Department of Labor, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled *'Rules of Procedure” 
(RIN1290-AA22) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 24, 2008; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8604. A communication from the In- 
Spector General, Consumer Product Safety 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
a report entitled Consumer Product Safety 
Improvement Act Report to Congress”; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8605. A communication from the Chair- 
man, U.S. Merit Systems Protection Board, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti- 
tled “Alternative Discipline: Creative Solu- 
tions for Agencies to Effectively Address 
Misconduct”; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

ЕС-8606. A communication from the Officer 
for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report relative to the im- 
plementation of the recommendations of the 
9/11 Commission for the period from January 
1, 2008, to March 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

ЕС-8607. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency, Department of Homeland Se- 
curity, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port relative to the cost of response and re- 
covery efforts for FEMA-3288-EM in the 
State of Florida has exceeded the $5,000,000 
limit for a single emergency declaration; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8608. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency, Department of Homeland Se- 
curity, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port relative to the cost of response and re- 
covery efforts for FEMA-3295-EM in the 
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State of Louisiana has exceeded the $5,000,000 
limit for a single emergency declaration; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8609. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Federal Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
relative to the Commission's Inventory of 
Commercial and Inherently Governmental 
Activities for fiscal year 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8610. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility" (Docket No. FEMA-8045) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8611. A communication from the Acting 
General Counsel, National Indian Gaming 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Technical 
Standards for Electronic, Computer, or 
Other Technologic Aids Used in the Play of 
Class II Games" (RIN3141-AA29) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 24, 2008; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

EC-8612. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of- 
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port entitled ‘‘International Terrorism Vic- 
tim Expense Reimbursement Program Re- 
port to Congress 2008"; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

ЕС-8613. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Administrative Office of the United 
States Courts, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report on compliance by the United 
States courts of appeals and district courts 
with the time limitations established for de- 
ciding habeas corpus death penalty petitions 
under Title 1 of the Antiterrorism and Effec- 
tive Death Penalty Act of 1996; to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8614. A communication from the Indus- 
try Operations Specialist, Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, Depart- 
ment of Justice, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Technical 
Amendments to Regulations in Title 27, 
Chapter II (2006R-6P)" (RIN1140-AA32) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 16, 2008; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC-8615. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Uncertified Foreign Health-Care Workers" 
(RIN1400-AB68) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 24, 2008; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8616. A communication from the Dep- 
uty White House Liaison, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of à vacancy in the position of United 
States Attorney for the District of Kansas, 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC-8617. A communication from the Dep- 
uty White House Liaison, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of à vacancy in the position of United 
States Attorney for the District of the Vir- 
gin Islands, received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 24, 2008; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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EC-8618. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, Office of the Business Develop- 
ment, Small Business Administration, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled “Small Disadvantaged Business Pro- 
geram" (RIN8245-AF79) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 24, 
2008; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

EC-8619. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, Office of the Business Develop- 
ment, Small Business Administration, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘The Women-Owned Small Business 
Federal Contract Assistance Procedures" 
(RIN3245-AF40) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 24, 2008; 
to the Committee on Small Business and En- 
trepreneurship. 

EC-8620. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Deputy, Office of the Under Secretary 
of Defense (Personnel and Readiness), trans- 
mitting the report of (14) officers authorized 
to wear the insignia of the next higher grade 
of major general in accordance with title 10, 
United States Code, section 777; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC-8621. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Defense, transmitting а report on 
the approved retirement of Major General 
Michael A. Hamel, United States Air Force, 
and his advancement to the grade of lieuten- 
ant general on the retired list; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC-8622. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a notification of the continu- 
ation of the national emergency with respect 
to the situation in or in relation to Sudan; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-8623. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled ‘‘Final Flood Elevation Deter- 
minations" ((44 CFR Part 67)(73 FR 60162)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8624. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled Changes in Flood Elevation 
Determinations" ((44 CFR Part 65)(78 FR 
60159)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8625. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘De- 
posit Insurance Regulations; Revocable 
Trust Accounts" (RIN3064-AD33) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 31, 2008; to the Committee on Bank- 
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8626. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, National Credit Union Admin- 
istration, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Revisions for the 
Freedom of Information Act and Privacy Act 
Regulations" (RIN3138-AD44) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 31, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8627. А communication from the Acting 
Secretary, Division of Investment Manage- 
ment, Securities and Exchange Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled *Mandatory Electronic Sub- 
mission of Applications for Orders under the 
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Investment Company Act and Filings Made 
Pursuant to Regulation E" (RIN3235-AJ81) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8628. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot- 
ments, FM Broadcast Stations; Antlers and 
Hugo, Oklahoma, and Hico, Texas" ((MB 
Docket No. 07-182)(MB Docket No. 07-194)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-8629. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot- 
ments, FM Broadcast Stations; Elko, Ne- 
vada" (MB Docket No. 07-281) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 31, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8630. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot- 
ments, FM Broadcast Stations; Waldport, 
Dallas, and Monmouth, Oregon” (MB Docket 
No. 07-124) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 31, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8631. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot- 
ments, FM Broadcast Stations; Tecopa, Cali- 
fornia” (MB Docket No. 07-226) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 31, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8632. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot- 
ments, FM Broadcast Stations; Butte Falls 
and Netarts, Oregon" (MB Docket No. 07-210) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8633. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
Bainbridge, Georgia" (MB Docket No. 08-139) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-8634. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
Honolulu, Hawaii" (MB Docket No. 08-155) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8635. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
Fort Worth, Texas" (MB Docket No. 08-148) 
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received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8636. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
La Crosse, Wisconsin" (MB Docket No. 08- 
156) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8637. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled “РТУ Con- 
sumer Education Initiative" (MB Docket No. 
07—148) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8638. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final РТУ Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
Stuart, Florida" (MB Docket No. 08-147) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8639. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Chief, Consumer and Governmental Af- 
fairs Bureau, Federal Communications Com- 
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled Rules and Regula- 
tions Implementing the Telephone and Con- 
sumer Protection Act of 1991; Junk Fax Pre- 
vention Act of 2005" ((CG Docket No. 02- 
278)(CG Docket No. 05-338)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 31, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8640. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 610 in 
the Gulf of Alaska; Closure" (RIN0648-XL08) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8641. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 610 in 
the Gulf of Alaska; Modification of a Clo- 
sure" (RIN0648-XL08) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 81, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8642. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Hook-and-Line Gear in the Gulf 
of Alaska" (RIN0648-XL33) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 31, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-8643. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
"Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
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Implementation Plans; Virginia; Emission 
Reductions from Large Stationary Internal 
Combustion Engines and Large Cement 
Kilns” ((EPA-R03-OAR-2007-0382)(FRL-8735- 
6)) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8644. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Navajo Nation; Underground Injection Con- 
trol (UIC) Program; Primacy Approval" 
((EPA-R09-OW-2007-0248)(F RL-8734-5)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8645. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Outer Continental Shelf Air Regulations 
Update to Include New Jersey State Require- 
ments" ((EPA-R02-OAR-2008-0308)( FRL-8731- 
2)) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8646. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Stay of the Effectiveness of Requirements 
for Air Emission Testing Bodies” ((EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2008-0800)(FRL-8737-5)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 31, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-8647. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘2009 Limitations 
Adjusted As Provided in Section 415(d), etc." 
(Notice 2008-102) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 28, 2008; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8648. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘2008 Marginal Pro- 
duction Rates" (Notice 2008-89) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 31, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8649. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Manager, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Medi- 
care Programs; Payment Policies Under the 
Physician Fee Schedule and Other Revisions 
to Part B for CY 2009; E-Prescribing Exemp- 
tion for Computer-Generated Facsimile 
Transmissions; and Payment for Certain Du- 
rable Medical Equipment, Prosthetics, 
Orthotics, and Supplies (DMEPOS)" 
((RIN0938-A P18)(RIN0938-AN14)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 31, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8650. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Manager, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Medi- 
care Program: Changes to the Hospital Out- 
patient Prospective Payment System and CY 
2009 Payment Rates; Changes to the Ambula- 
tory Surgical Center Payment System and 
CY 2009 Payment Rates; Hospital Conditions 
of Participation: Requirements for Approval 
and Re-Approval of Transplant Centers to 
Perform Organ Transplants—Clarification of 
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Provider and Supplier Termination Policy 
Medicare and Medicaid Programs: Changes 
to Ambulatory Surgical Center" (((RIN0938- 
API17)RIN0938-AL80)(RIN0938-AH17))) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

EC-8651. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Education, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a vacancy and designation of an acting offi- 
cer in the position of Commissioner, Na- 
tional Center for Education Statistics, re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8652. A communication from the Sec- 
retary and Director, Office of Secretary and 
Administration, Postal Regulatory Commis- 
sion, the report of а nomination for the posi- 
tion of Commissioner, received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 81, 
2008; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8653. A communication from the Staff 
Director, U.S. Commission on Civil Rights, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report to 
relative to the North Carolina Advisory 
Committee; to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

ЕС-8654. A communication from the Rules 
Administrator, Office of General Counsel, 
Federal Bureau of Prisons, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Pre-Release Community Confinement” 
(RIN1120-AB51) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 31, 2008; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8655. A communication from the Dep- 
uty White House Liaison, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a vacancy and designation of an 
acting officer in the position of Director, Bu- 
reau of Justice Statistics, received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 31, 2008; to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

EC-8656. A communication from the Dep- 
uty White House Liaison, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of action on nomination in the posi- 
tion of Assistant Attorney General, Office of 
Justice Programs, received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 81, 
2008; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8657. A communication from the Dep- 
uty White House Liaison, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of action on nomination in the posi- 
tion of Solicitor General, received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 81, 2008; to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

ЕС-8658. A communication from the Dep- 
uty White House Liaison, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a vacancy in the position of United 
States Attorney for the Eastern District of 
Virginia, received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on October 31, 2008; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

ЕС-8659. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Benefits Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Posttraumatic 
Stress Disorder" (RIN2900-AN04) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 31, 2008; to the Committee on Vet- 
erans' Affairs. 

EC-8660. A communication from the Con- 
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
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law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Viral Hem- 
orrhagic Septicemia; Interstate Movement 
and Import Restrictions on Certain Live 
Fish" (Docket No. APHIS-2007-0038) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on October 31, 2008; to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC-8661. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Rural Housing Service, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Direct 
Multi-Family Housing Loans and Grants" (7 
CFR Part 3560) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 31, 2008; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

ЕС-8662. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Director of the Directives and Regula- 
tions Branch, Forest Service, Department of 
Agriculture transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of а rule entitled “Sale and Dis- 
posal of National Forest Service System 
Timber; Timber Sale Contracts; Market-Re- 
lated Contract Term Additions" (RINO0596- 
AC79) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For- 


estry. 
ЕС-8663. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Defense Nuclear Facilities Safety 


Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port entitled ‘“‘Sixth Quarterly Report to 
Congress on the Status of Significant Unre- 
solved Issues with the Department of Ener- 
gy’s Design and Construction Projects"; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC-8664. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Under Secretary of Defense (Acquisition 
and Technology), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to a prototype inven- 
tory list of activities performed pursuant to 
contracts for services; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

ЕС-8665. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Navy (Installations and 
Environment), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the notification of 
the decision to cancel the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget Circular A-76 public-pri- 
vate competition for the Commander, Navy 
Installations Command Emergency Manage- 
ment Dispatch Support Services; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC-8666. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, Na- 
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Sea Turtle Con- 
servation; Shrimp Trawling Requirements" 
(RIN0648-XK'/8) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 31, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-8667. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, Na- 
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled '"Taking of Ma- 
rine Mammals Incidental to Commercial 
Fishing Operations; Atlantic Large Whale 
Take Reduction Plan" (RIN0648-XL09) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8668. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, Na- 
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Sea Turtle Con- 
servation; Shrimp Trawling Requirements" 
(RIN0648-XL11) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 31, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 
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EC-8669. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Land and Minerals Manage- 
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled ‘‘Revisions to Subpart A—General; 
Subpart I—Platforms and Structures; and 
Subpart J—Pipelines and Pipeline Rights-of- 
Way" (RIN1010-AD18) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 31, 
2008; to the Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources. 

EC-8670. A communication from the Office 
of Enforcement, Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Revisions to 
Forms, Statements and Reporting Require- 
ments for Electric Utilities and Licenses" 
((Docket No. RM08-5-000)(Order No. 715)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8671. A communication from the Dep- 
uty General Counsel, Office of General Coun- 
sel, Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Wholesale Competition in 
Regions with Organized Electric Markets” 
((Docket No. RM07-19-000)(Docket No. AD07- 
7-000)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8672. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator of the Office of Workforce Secu- 
rities, Employment and Training Adminis- 
tration, Department of Labor, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*"Federal-State Unemployment Compensa- 
tion (UC) Program; Interstate Arrangement 
for Combining Employment and Wages; 
Final Rule" (RIN1205-AB51) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on Oc- 
tober 31, 2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8673. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager of the Office of Strategic Op- 
erations and Regulatory Affairs, Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, Department 
of Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Medicare Program; Home Health Prospec- 
tive Payment System Rate Update for Cal- 
endar Year 2009" (RIN0938-AP20) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
October 31, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8674. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Director for Operations, Legislative and 
Regulatory Department, Pension Benefit 
Guaranty Corporation, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Benefits Payable in Terminated Single-Em- 
ployer Plans; Allocation of Assets in Single- 
Employer Plans; Interest Assumptions for 
Valuing and Paying Benefits" (29 CFR Parts 
4022 and 4044) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 31, 2008; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8675. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator of the Office of Apprenticeship, 
Employment and Training Administration, 
Department of Labor, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled “Ар- 
prenticeship Programs, Labor Standards for 
Registration, Amendment of Regulations" 
(RIN1205-AB50) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 31, 2008; 
to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8676. A communication from Director 
of the Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De- 
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled Amendments to the Current 
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Good Manufacturing Practice Regulations 
for Finished Pharmaceuticals" (Docket No. 
FDA-2007-N-0379) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 31, 
2008; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8677. A communication from Director 
of the Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De- 
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled Amendments to the Current 
Good Manufacturing Practice Regulations 
for Finished Pharmaceuticals; Final Rule; 
Correction" (Docket No. FDA-2007-N-0879) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8678. A communication from Director 
of the Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De- 
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Distribution of Certain Drug 
Products by Registered Blood Establish- 
ments and Comprehensive Hemophilia Diag- 
nostic Treatment Centers That Qualify as 
Health Care Entities; Prescription Drug Mar- 
keting Act of 1987; Prescription Drug Amend- 
ments of 1992; Policies, Requirements and 
Administrative Procedures" (Docket No. 
FDA-2005-N-0345) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on October 81, 
2008; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8679. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec- 
utive Office of the President, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘Statis- 
tical Programs of the United States Govern- 
ment: Fiscal Year 2009"; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8680. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy 
Division, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Veterans’ Preference" 
(RIN3206-AL33) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 31, 2008; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8681. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy 
Division, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Nonforeign Area Cost-of-Liv- 
ing Allowance Rates; Alaska" (RINS206- 
AL87) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on October 31, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8682. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy 
Division, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Reemployment Rights" 
(RIN3206—-AI19) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on October 31, 2008; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8683. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Center for Pay and Leave Adminis- 
tration, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled Repayment of Student 
Loans" (RIN3206-AK51) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on October 31, 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8684. A communication from the Dep- 
uty White House Liaison, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
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report of action on a nomination for the po- 
sition of Assistant Attorney General, Na- 
tional Security Division, received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Octo- 
ber 81, 2008; to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

EC-8685. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of the receipts and expend- 
itures of the Senate for the period from April 
1, 2008 through September 30, 2008; ordered to 
lie on the table. 


ee 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 


By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs: 

Report to accompany S. 1924, a bill to 
amend chapter 81 of title 5, United States 
Code, to create a presumption that a dis- 
ability or death of a Federal employee in fire 
protection activities caused by any of cer- 
tain diseases is the result of the performance 
of such employee’s duty (Rept. No. 110-520). 

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary: 

Report to accompany S. 980, a bill to 
amend the Controlled Substances Act to ad- 
dress online pharmacies (Rept. No. 110-521). 


Ee 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


The following bills and joint resolu- 
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred as indicated: 


By Mr. INHOFE: 

S. 3683. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act to require ap- 
proval by the Congress for certain expendi- 
tures for the Troubled Asset Relief Program; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, Mr. 
BOND, Mr. LEVIN, and Ms. STABENOW): 

S. 3684. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to allow an above-the-line 
deduction against individual income tax for 
interest in indebtedness and for State sales 
and excise taxes with respect to the purchase 
of certain motor vehicles; to the Committee 
on Finance. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 3685. A bill to prohibit the selling and 
counterfeiting of tickets for a Presidential 
inaugural ceremony; to the Committee on 
Rules and Administration. 

By Mr. SPECTER: 

S. 3686. A bill to establish an Office of 
Foreclosure Evaluation to coordinate the re- 
sponsibilities of the Department of the 
Treasury, the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, the Federal Housing 
Administration, the Federal Housing Fi- 
nance Agency, the Neighborhood Reinvest- 
ment Corporation, the Federal Deposit In- 
surance Corporation, the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System, and other 
Federal Government entities regarding fore- 
closure prevention, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. VITTER: 

S. 3687. A bill to prohibit the admission of 
an alien who was detained as an enemy com- 
batant at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba unless the 
President determines that such admission is 
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consistent with the national security of the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. REID: 

S. 3688. A bill to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation, to 
amend the Emergency Economic Stabiliza- 
tion Act of 2008 to authorize loans to auto- 
mobile manufacturers and component sup- 
pliers, and for other purposes; read the first 
time. 

By Mr. 
BYRD): 

S. 3689. A bill making supplemental appro- 
priations for job creation and preservation, 
infrastructure investment, and economic and 
energy assistance for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2009, and for other purposes; 
read the first time. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 

S. 3690. A bill to help struggling families 
stay in their homes and to ensure that tax- 
payers are protected when the Secretary of 
the Treasury purchases equity shares in fi- 
nancial situations; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


REID (for himself and Mr. 


— 


SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 


The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
MCCONNELL): 

S. Res. 706. A resolution to authorize testi- 
mony and legal representation in Peter 
Bergel v. Pacific Gas & Electric; considered 
and agreed to. 


EE 


ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 


S. 407 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, his 
name was withdrawn as a cosponsor of 
S. 407, a bill to amend the Intermodal 
Surface Transportation Efficiency Act 
of 1991 to designate a portion of Inter- 
state Route 14 as a high priority cor- 
ridor, and for other purposes. 
S. 826 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 
names of the Senator from South Da- 
kota (Mr. JOHNSON), the Senator from 
Virginia (Mr. WEBB), the Senator from 
Florida (Mr. MARTINEZ) and the Sen- 
ator from South Dakota (Mr. THUNE) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 826, a 
bill to posthumously award a Congres- 
sional Gold Medal to Alice Paul, in rec- 
ognition of her role in the women’s suf- 
frage movement and in advancing 
equal rights for women. 
S. 988 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as a cospon- 
sor of S. 988, a bill to extend the termi- 
nation date for the exemption of re- 
turning workers from the numerical 
limitations for temporary workers. 
S. 1070 
At the request of Mr. HATCH, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Mr. COLEMAN) was added as a cospon- 
sor of S. 1070, a bill to amend the So- 
cial Security Act to enhance the social 
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security of the Nation by ensuring ade- 
quate public-private infrastructure and 
to resolve to prevent, detect, treat, in- 
tervene in, and prosecute elder abuse, 
neglect, and exploitation, and for other 
purposes. 
S. 1211 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BAYH) was added as а cosponsor of S. 
1211, а bill to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to provide enhanced 
penalties for marketing controlled sub- 
Stances to minors. 
S. 2092 
At the request of Mr. DURBIN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. DODD) was added as a cosponsor of 
S. 2092, а bill to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to improve protections for 
employees and retirees in business 
bankruptcies. 
S. 2585 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as а cospon- 
Sor of S. 2585, à bill to provide for the 
enhancement of the suicide prevention 
programs of the Department of De- 
fense, and for other purposes. 
S. 2639 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as à cospon- 
sor of S. 2639, a bill to amend title 38, 
United States Code, to provide for an 
assured adequate level of funding for 
veterans health care. 
S. 2883 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
the name of the Senator from South 
Dakota (Mr. THUNE) was added as а co- 
Sponsor of S. 2883, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the 'Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the centen- 
nial of the establishment of Mother's 
Day. 
S. 3073 
At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro- 
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as à cospon- 
sor of S. 3073, a bill to amend the Uni- 
formed and Overseas Citizens Absentee 
Voting Act to improve procedures for 
the collection and delivery of absentee 
ballots of absent overseas uniformed 
Services voters, and for other purposes. 
S. 3229 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as а co- 
Sponsor of S. 3229, а bill to increase the 
safety of the crew and passengers in air 
ambulances. 
S. 3305 
At the request of Mr. CHAMBLISS, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as à cospon- 
Sor of S. 3305, а bill to authorize the 
Secretary of the Army to establish, 
modify, charge, and collect recreation 
fees with respect to land and water ad- 
ministered by the Corps of Engineers. 
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S. 3331 
At the request of Mr. CRAPO, the 
name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3331, a bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to require that the 
payment of the manufacturers’ excise 
tax on recreational equipment be paid 
quarterly. 
S. 3403 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as а cospon- 
Sor of S. 8408, à bill to amend title 49, 
United States Code, to require deter- 
mination of the maximum feasible fuel 
economy level achievable for cars and 
light trucks for à year based on а pro- 
jected fuel gasoline price that is not 
less than the applicable high gasoline 
price projection issued by the Energy 
Information Administration. 
S. 3596 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
name of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) was added as à cospon- 
Sor of S. 3596, a bill to stabilize the 
small business lending market, and for 
other purposes. 
S. 3652 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Michigan 
(Ms. STABENOW) was added as а cospon- 
Sor of S. 3652, а bill to provide for fi- 
nancial market investigation, over- 
sight, and reform. 


— MÀ 


STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


By Ms. MIKULSKI (for herself, 
Mr. BOND, Mr. LEVIN, and Ms. 
STABENOW): 

S. 3684. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow an above- 
the-line deduction against individual 
income tax for interest in indebtedness 
and for State sales and excise taxes 
with respect to the purchase of certain 
motor vehicles; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, our 
economy is in shambles. People are los- 
ing their jobs, they are losing their life 
savings, and they are losing their 
homes. Congress must act and we must 
act now. 

I agree with the Senator from Penn- 
sylvania, Mr. SPECTER, that this ses- 
sion of the Congress and this session of 
the Senate should not be called a lame- 
duck. We should neither be lame nor 
should we duck the big issue facing our 
country. We have helped out. If you 
look at what we have done already— 
well, we have already done a bailout. 
We helped the sharks and we helped the 
whales. Now it is time to help the min- 
nows, the little guy and gal, the Amer- 
ican consumer. 

I have that solution. Today, I intro- 
duce legislation, cosponsored by my 
colleague from Missouri, to save jobs 
in the American automobile industry, 
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to help consumers, and get our econ- 
omy back on track. It is simple, it is 
straightforward, and it is bipartisan. It 
is also timely and temporary. 

My bill would save jobs. What is it 
that I want to do? I want to stimulate 
demand in the automobile industry so 
people actually come into showrooms 
and buy cars, minivans, or light 
trucks. Why is this a good idea? Actu- 
ally, if you buy a car, someone has to 
make it, someone has to sell it, some- 
one has to service it, and someone has 
to provide administrative services. 
This is good for manufacturers, the 
dealers, and the suppliers. It could save 
considerable jobs in the auto industry. 

My bill is not about bailouts. It is 
about jobs, jobs, jobs. Six million jobs 
are at stake in the American car indus- 
try. One out of ten jobs in America re- 
lies on the auto industry. Right now, 
the facts are gloomy. Sales are down. 
The auto industry has already cut over 
100,000 jobs. The 30,000 American deal- 
erships in this country are at risk of 
losing 37,000 jobs. We cannot let this 
happen. We cannot let the American 
automobile industry implode. 

I believe we can help by getting the 
consumers into the showroom, have 
them feel that Government is on their 
side in helping them with one of the 
biggest purchases during this tough 
time. 

What does this amendment do? My 
bill is simple. If you buy a passenger 
car, minivan, or light truck between 
November 12 of this year and December 
31 of 2009, you will get a tax deduction 
for your sales or excise tax and the in- 
terest on your loan. Families can save 
anywhere from $2,000 to $5,000 by the 
Mikulski-Bond bill. 

This is a big deal because, next to the 
purchase of your home, the purchase of 
your automobile is your next big tick- 
et. 

It is targeted. I cap it at families 
with an income of over $250,000 a year. 
It focuses on the middle-income and 
the middle-class family cars. It is also 
timely because we need to know that 
the biggest 6-week period for auto- 
mobile sales is between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s Eve. They sell other 
cars during 6-week periods, but be- 
tween Thanksgiving and New Year’s 
Eve is the biggest 6-week sale. This bill 
also helps the environment because it 
gets more people in more fuel-efficient 
cars. 

This bill is not limited to only Amer- 
ican cars. It focuses on any car, recog- 
nizing that many automobiles are now 
made in southern States, as Texas does 
Toyotas; Kentucky does Toyotas; Ten- 
nessee does Nissans. Any way we look 
at it, even though it might have a for- 
eign logo, it is American jobs doing the 
manufacturing. 

What would this mean? I have here a 
chart—it is bigger than me—for a 
Dodge minivan. The average minivans 
cost about $25,500. 
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On a 4-year loan at an 8 percent ex- 
cise tax, it would result in a savings of 
anywhere, depending on the State, 
from $1,500 to $2,000. 

I have already heard from people all 
over this country how that, plus the 
deals being offered by manufacturers 
and dealers, could result in being able 
to buy a minivan for under $20,000 a 
year. 

This would be fantastic. I could put 
up chart after chart for the Malibu, for 
the Ford pickup 150, for the Toyota 
Camry. This would stimulate demand. 
Just think what it means. People could 
come into a showroom of their choice, 
and if we passed this bill—it would be 
retroactive to the day I announced 
they could actually buy something 
that would put them on the road with 
a car that is more fuel efficient with 
lower carbon emissions. 

At the same time, jobs, jobs, jobs. As 
I said, there are 30,000 new car dealer- 
ships nationwide. They employ close to 
1 million people. In my own home 
State there are 300 dealerships. People 
do not realize that dealers in many 
rural parts of my State usually employ 
over 50 people in sales, the auto me- 
chanics, as well as the administrative 
positions. This legislation would help 
them because they would actually be 
working. It would help the people who 
are actually making those. 

Senator SPECTER said he has been 
traveling the State. I have been trav- 
eling mine too. I went to the General 
Motors plant in Maryland at White 
Marsh where they make the new power 
transmission. Right now they can 
make a Tahoe hybrid, a Tahoe, a big 
muscle car, that with the hybrid tech- 
nology they have now, can get the 
same mileage as a Toyota Camry. 

If you also talk to the people who 
worked there, they could employ 1,000; 
they now employ 250 people. If you 
were with me in the car dealership and 
would talk to people such as the me- 
chanic—I talked to a mechanic who 
works for a Chevy dealer in Bethesda. 
He has worked there for 23 years. 

He said to me: Senator BARB, all my 
life I have loved to work on cars. I just 
love it. I love to fix them; I love to re- 
pair them. If they are new, I want to 
make sure they are fit for duty. I have 
earned a good living. I have been 
happy. I think I have helped make a lot 
of other people happy. But the only 
way I can stay happy is if I continue to 
work. I have a mortgage. I have two 
kids in college. Maybe they are going 
to go into engineering, I do not know, 
but I know if we do not get more people 
into this dealership my job could be 
gone. 

Talk to the dealer. The dealer’s name 
is Sam. The first thing you know about 
him is he wears the little Rotary pin 
on his lapel because he is the guy who 
not only provides jobs, tries to provide 
good deals to customers, but also is the 
one who is part of the Chamber of Com- 
merce, part of the United Way. 
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We are talking about people who are 
part of the fabric of our society. We are 
not talking about an abstraction. We 
are not talking about а single ZIP code 
like Wall Street. We are talking about 
the automobile industry in every State 
and every community. So when we help 
them, we are helping ourselves. 

People say: what is the cost of this, 
Senator BARB? Well, I will tell you. It 
is about $8 billion. They go: Oh, well, 
we just spent $350 billion and threw it 
down the rat hole. We do not have any- 
thing to show for this $350 billion but 
more arrogance and more greed. While 
they want Americans to dine on Lean 
Cuisine, they are dining on spa cuisine. 

So I think it is time we help people 
in our own community, help the con- 
sumers who want to participate in the 
economy. Clunkers get traded in, and 
we also help them. Maybe you know 
Somebody who works for а hedge fund, 
I do not. But I do know the people who 
work for the automobile industry— 
whether it is the dealers or the recep- 
tionist who came to work 43 years ago 
right out of high school who said: Sen- 
ator BARB, we could not sell cars in 
those days, but I have been here in and 
out of this same dealer for 43 years, 
raised my kids, earned а good living, 
did the back office work. I want to 
keep on doing it. Iam not ready for So- 
cial Security, and, for God's sake, do 
not put it in Wall Street. 

Well, I say do not put Social Security 
on Wall Street and do not put another 
nickel on Wall Street. If we are going 
to help with our economy, let's do it 
where it creates jobs. 

I wanted to explain the bill I have in- 
troduced today that I am going to 
bring up as part of our economic recov- 
ery plan on Wednesday. But most of 
all, what I wanted to say is, the Con- 
gress should not go home until we see 
how we are going to help this economy 
get rolling. 

I think my bill which has been co- 
Sponsored by Senator BOND puts wheels 
on the American economy, and I hope I 
have victory on it later this week. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Missouri is recognized. 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, it is a real 
pleasure to join and partner with my 
good friend, Senator MIKULSKI, on this 
initiative to save American jobs, help 
American families, support the auto in- 
dustry, as she has just said, and put 
America back on wheels. 

During those tough economic times, 
we believe this proposal will help 
American families afford the cars, 
small trucks, and SUVs they need to 
get to work, to take their kids to 
school, and encourage investment 
needed to boost auto sales which will 
help save American jobs, help middle- 
class families, and support the auto in- 
dustry. 

Selling cars, again, is one of the most 
important things we can do for the en- 
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tire auto industry, by encouraging now 
tentative buyers who are worried about 
making the payments to go ahead and 
purchase. This is the best way to get 
our auto industry back to work and 
provide the jobs people need. 

In my home State of Missouri and 
throughout the Nation car sales have 
declined sharply in recent months, and 
there will likely be a further decline as 
the economy struggles. Cars and trucks 
are one of the largest purchases for 
households. Most rely on some kind of 
financing to acquire the vehicles. 

By making interest payments and 
sales and excise taxes deductible, this 
program will help middle-class families 
afford the cars, SUVs, and light trucks 
they need to get to work and take their 
kids to school. This should mean real 
savings to middle-class families who 
are struggling to pay a mortgage or 
rent, buy groceries, and afford health 
care. 

This proposal also helps the strug- 
gling auto industry and millions of jobs 
that are dependent on them: auto sup- 
pliers, steel and glass manufacturers, 
and the car dealers. 

There are closing car dealerships in 
Missouri. They are shutting their 
doors, laying off workers, cutting jobs. 
Others are facing real squeezes. They, 
too, may be facing this same crisis if 
they do not get people purchasing cars. 

With our economy shedding hundreds 
of thousands of jobs over the past sev- 
eral months, it is critical that we act 
now to prevent further losses to an in- 
dustry that touches the entire Nation. 

Now, in addition to this tax proposal, 
I think we must take action to provide 
bridge loan financing to Detroit’s big 
three auto companies. The idea of get- 
ting Government involved in the free 
market is troublesome and potentially 
dangerous to the health of our system, 
but I strongly believe we have to act in 
unique times of crisis when millions of 
workers are in danger of losing their 
jobs. We are clearly in this unique cri- 
sis. We are experiencing a crisis unpar- 
alleled since the Great Depression. 

It is for that reason that I will not 
turn my back on hundreds of thousands 
of Missouri jobs. Now is the time to 
act. Unlike many other industries, the 
auto industry touches, as I said, mil- 
lions of manufacturing and servicing 
jobs across the Nation. 

Over 100,000 auto workers are in as- 
sembly plants, more than 1 million 
workers are at auto dealerships in 
every State, over 300,000 workers are in 
the wholesale end of the auto industry, 
over 800,000 workers work in auto re- 
pair, and over 500,000 workers are in 
auto parts plants. 

These autoworkers are not just in big 
cities such as Detroit. Autoworkers are 
found supporting families in small- and 
medium-sized communities across 
rural America. 

In my home State of Missouri, small 
towns such as Maryville in northwest 
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Missouri have 10,000 people, and 1,800 
families depend upon the 200 workers 
at the Federal-Mogul plant. They are 
making steering systems. Closing that 
plant will be a tough blow to the Mary- 
ville community dependent upon it. 

We have 500 jobs at the Dura plant in 
Moberly, 400 at the Gates plant in 
Versailles, 170 at the Modine plant in 
Joplin. On and on it goes, like a long 
list of just about every Missouri small- 
and medium-sized town. We cannot af- 
ford to pull the plug on the manufac- 
turing backbone of rural America. 

These auto-dependent jobs, whether 
they are union or not—and many are 
not—provide very good wages. They are 
manufacturing jobs that support mid- 
dle-class families. They provide health 
care benefits for families, retirement 
for the elderly, and a couple weeks of 
paid vacation. Without these blue-col- 
lar jobs, many of these middle-class 
families would slip back into lower in- 
comes with no health care, little hope 
for college, and an uncertain future. 
We have to fight for working people 
and their jobs and not allow their em- 
ployers to go under. 

Despite the real need for temporary 
emergency assistance to save jobs in 
Missouri and across the country, I do 
not support a blank check from the 
Government. I want to make sure we 
are not simply throwing good money 
after bad. It is critical that any rescue 
include three basic principles: First, 
the bill must have strong taxpayer pro- 
tection. This means any bill must en- 
sure that taxpayers are repaid for their 
emergency assistance and that tax- 
payers share in the turnaround profits 
of participating automakers. 

Second, the bill must include execu- 
tive accountability so that failed ex- 
ecutives are not rewarded for poor 
management. I do not know about you, 
but I am offended when I read in the 
paper that companies getting Federal 
bailout money are using it to pay bo- 
nuses. Some of them said they have al- 
ready set the bonuses aside. Well, if 
they set the bonuses aside, they set 
them aside as their company was going 
down. Getting money from the Federal 
Government should not enable them to 
make those bonus payments. 

I have seen one major Wall Street 
firm saying it is going to stop bonuses 
until this crisis is over. I think that is 
something we should commend. I think 
that is a practice that ought to be fol- 
lowed. 

Third, and most important—and this 
is key—the bill must include signifi- 
cant financial reform so that recipients 
of taxpayer funds demonstrate that 
they have a plan to ensure long-term 
competitiveness, health, and profit- 
ability by bringing their costs under 
control. 

Funds should be conditioned on a 
strong restructuring plan for the indus- 
try and for each recipient to have funds 
so that this aid is a bridge to some- 
where, not a bridge to nowhere. That is 


24118 


why I need to emphasize the need for à 
real financial strategy that will put 
the Detroit big three on the road to 
competitiveness, health, and profit- 
ability. 

I believe we ought to set up а system 
where a responsible Government agen- 
су, а Secretary-level official, has to ap- 
prove the continuing plans, the goals, 
the definable standards that must be 
met, and that official ought to hold 
them accountable for accomplishing 
the purposes, cutting the costs, and 
making the tough business decisions 
that are necessary to assure profit- 
ability. 

Well, these are things I believe most 
of my colleagues want to see. I do not 
believe anybody wants to see the auto 
industry go down. But there is real 
concern that if we put in some money 
now, we may be back seeing them in 
the same condition several months 
down the road. 

Well, the time has come for the auto 
industry to lay out for Government of- 
ficials in their ability to approve the 
release of these funds if they have a 
plan. And as they go forward, they 
ought to be required to show the ap- 
proving official that they are taking 
those steps that are necessary to make 
their plants and their companies prof- 
itable. 

Some ask: Why don't we just allow 
the automakers to fall into bankruptcy 
like some in the airline industry? We 
all know bankruptcy has successfully 
allowed many airlines to get back in 
the air. I am afraid it would be a dis- 
aster for the thousands of parts and 
service businesses dependent on major 
automakers. How would they get credit 
to run their operations to supply a 
company in bankruptcy? How would 
the bankrupt company in the current 
crisis get the credit it needs to emerge 
from bankruptcy? Who is going to buy 
a car from a bankrupt company? What 
protections would they have for their 
warranties and other requirements 
they have for servicing? 

Others say a financial rescue has no 
place in the free market. I agree that 
generally that is a good question. But 
even free markets need oversight and a 
safety net. That is why we have the 
Federal Reserve, the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, and the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation. Each of 
these agencies is designed to take 
emergency actions in times of emer- 
gency. Clearly, that is what we have. 
That is why we should respond now. 

There have been a lot of discussions 
on the source of funding for the auto 
industry, whether it should come out 
of the Treasury’s Troubled Asset Relief 
Program, or TARP, or the Department 
of Energy’s Section 136 program. I am 
pleased to see that there seems to be 
broad support for assisting the auto in- 
dustry despite the differences in fund- 
ing. I support either or both of these 
measures of support, provided we meet 
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the conditions I laid out which include 
significantly laying out a plan to prof- 
itability, cost cutting that will be ap- 
proved and then will be monitored by 
the appropriate Government official 
who has the power to continue to re- 
lease the funds. 

I will discuss in other remarks how 
the TARP has changed in purpose from 
what we were told it would be. It has 
continued to change. I am afraid it has 
caused a great deal of uncertainty, 
which, obviously, markets do not like. 
But before closing, I wish to suggest an 
area where there is great need and 
where I believe the funds under the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program can and 
should be used to give the economy a 
major boost, creating the jobs we badly 
need, and that is in State and local 
government infrastructure. 

Despite the Government’s efforts to 
thaw the credit crunch, State and local 
governments continue to face hard- 
ships in municipal bond financing. Peo- 
ple were telling me, once we got the 
money into the banks, credit would 
loosen up and municipal bonds could be 
sold. So far, we are not seeing that. 
State and local bond and debt financ- 
ing is still a problem. In Missouri and 
throughout the Nation, many infra- 
structure projects are being delayed or 
scaled back due to credit problems, the 
inability to get credit, and they have 
not faced it in many years. 

Even State and local governments 
with high credit ratings are struggling 
to obtain affordable financing. In Mis- 
souri, for example, we have some $800 
million approved in debt to rebuild our 
bridges. The city of Kansas City, MO, 
has $200 million it is ready to spend on 
its water and sewer infrastructure. The 
St. Louis Airport is badly in need of 
funding for $100 million in upgrades to 
facilitate commerce and continue to 
provide jobs. I believe the funds should 
be used to purchase those portions of 
those debts that can be used to put 
people to work in 2009. Not all of the 
$800 million on fixing bridges is going 
to be spent in 1 year, but there should 
be a reasonable judgment as to how 
much work can be started when con- 
struction season begins in the spring. 

We ought to be willing to have the 
Federal Government provide the fund- 
ing and get the debt issuance in return, 
which, if they fund it at the current 
going rate for debt with the Federal 
Government, should be a no-cost ulti- 
mate cost to the taxpayer or an addi- 
tion to the debt. But what these infra- 
structure jobs will do right now is pro- 
vide work so that working men and 
women will be able to do things such as 
buy cars, provide for their families, 
spend the money to get the economy 
growing again. 

I urge Treasury to consider assisting 
the municipal bond market through 
the TARP program. It will not only 
boost infrastructure investments, build 
the critical infrastructure we need to 
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make our economy go forward, but it 
will create jobs. As has been said many 
times before by people a lot smarter 
than I, a good job is the best social pol- 
icy we have. A good job is the basis of 
the economy. 

What we are advocating today in the 
bill I cosponsored with Senator MIKUL- 
SKI is a way to get cars sold so they 
will create jobs all up and down the 
chain in the auto industry and provide 
a bridge to somewhere for the future of 
the auto industry so they will get their 
costs under control, keep them out of 
bankruptcy, and make the changes 
that are needed to be competitive in 
the national and the world market. 

I urge my colleagues to join with us 
in the legislation by Senator MIKULSKI 
and also in pushing to use the TARP 
funds for investment in municipal 
bonds that will put people to work on 
infrastructure. 


By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself 
and Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 3685. A bill to prohibit the selling 
and counterfeiting of tickets for a 
Presidential inaugural ceremony; to 
the Committee on Rules and Adminis- 
tration. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor as chairman of the 
Rules Committee and as chairman of 
the Joint  House-Senate Inaugural 
Committee. I come to introduce legis- 
lation to prohibit the selling and coun- 
terfeiting of tickets to the President’s 
inauguration ceremony. 

The inauguration of the President of 
the United States is one of the most 
important rituals of our democracy, 
and the chance to witness this solemn 
event should not be bought and sold 
similar to tickets to a football game. 
This is not a football game. This is a 
dignified and critical moment of tran- 
sition in Government, a moment of 
which Americans have always been 
proud because it is, in fact, the 
strength of our democracy—the fact 
that all across this great land people 
go to the polls and elect the next Presi- 
dent of the United States, they don’t 
take to the streets, they don’t take to 
weapons. They elect the next President 
of the United States. 

We have all read the news reports: 
Tickets bid on the Internet for $5,000 
apiece, some going as high as $40,000 
each. Internet sites today are selling 
tickets they do not have and will not 
have unless somehow, some way they 
obtain them. I find it unconscionable. 

These tickets are supposed to be free 
for people, for the volunteers who gave 
up their weekends, walking miles door 
to door to encourage voters to turn out 
at the polls on election day, for Mem- 
bers of the African-American commu- 
nity to see one of their own take the 
oath of office, the highest office in the 
land, for schoolchildren to witness his- 
tory, and for the American public to 
watch this affirmation of our Constitu- 
tion, this peaceful transition from one 
administration to another. 
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This is going to be a major civic 
event of our time. Excitement is at an 
all time high, and every one of us has 
received more phone calls for tickets 
than we could possibly ever meet. Peo- 
ple are desperate to become part of it, 
to touch it, to be around, to feel it, to 
listen to it, and they are coming from 
all over the country. We could have 
more than 1.5 million people descend 
on the Nation's Capital for this inau- 
guration. 

Congress has the responsibility of 
overseeing this historic event. So we 
must ensure that the inauguration has 
all the respect and dignity it deserves. 

These tickets are supposed to be free 
for the people. No one should have to 
pay for them. Once more, these tickets 
are not yet even available. They will 
not be distributed to congressional of- 
fices until the end of the week before 
the inauguration. And then the offices 
will require in-person pickup, with se- 
cure identification. But they will be 
free and they should stay that way. 

Ican tell you what I am going to do. 
We will ask people to pick up their 
tickets the day before the inauguration 
in my office. Everyone will submit 
their name, their address, and their 
driver's license. They must be who 
they are if there are tickets waiting for 
them. I believe this kind of procedure 
essentially deters unscrupulous people 
from selling these tickets on the Inter- 
net. No Web sites or other ticket out- 
lets have inaugural swearing-in tickets 
to sell, despite what some of them 
claim. 

This legislation is aimed at stopping 
those who seek to profit by selling 
these tickets. It would also target 
those who seek to dupe the public with 
fraudulent tickets or those who merely 
promise but can't deliver on tickets 
that they do not actually have. 

I want to say one thing. We are work- 
ing now to see if there is any creative 
way we might be able to secure more 
tickets for the House and the Senate. 
We have followed protocol with exactly 
the same distribution system that ex- 
isted in prior inaugurals, but it is clear 
that there are not as many tickets as 
there are requests. 

Those who violate the law under this 
legislation, if in fact it passes, would 
face à class A misdemeanor with a sub- 
stantial fine, imprisonment up to 1 
year, or both. I am also very pleased to 
tell you, Mr. President, that eBay and 
StubHub announced last week that 
they will not allow the sale of inau- 
gural swearing-in tickets on any of 
their Web sites. I want to take this op- 
portunity to thank them and to com- 
mend them for leading the way. 

It is my hope that Congress will pass 
this legislation this week. I hope my 
colleagues will join me in supporting it 
on а hotline. I think it is very impor- 
tant to establish once and for all that 
tickets to the inauguration of the next 
President of the United States are not 
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issues of commerce, they are free tick- 
ets to be given to the people. 

So I hope that this week this legisla- 
tion can pass unanimously by this 
body. I send it to the desk and thank 
the Chair. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The bill will be received and ap- 
propriately referred. 


By Mr. SPECTER: 

S. 3686. A bill to establish an Office of 
Foreclosure Evaluation to coordinate 
the responsibilities of the Department 
of the Treasury, the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development, the 
Federal Housing Administration, the 
Federal Housing Finance Agency, the 
Neighborhood Reinvestment Corpora- 
tion, the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System, and other 
Federal Government entities regarding 
foreclosure prevention, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Bank- 
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mr. SPECTER. I am now introducing 
legislation captioned ‘‘The Foreclosure 
Diversion and Mortgage Loan Modi- 
fication Act of 2008." It would create 
an Office of Foreclosure Evaluation in- 
side the Treasury Department, to co- 
ordinate a great many efforts. The core 
purpose of this legislation is to provide 
Federal endorsement and financial as- 
sistance for setting up programs such 
as those now in existence in Philadel- 
phia and Pittsburgh, and similar pro- 
grams which exist in New York, New 
Jersey, Ohio, and Connecticut, that 
suspend foreclosure until there has 
been an opportunity, under court su- 
pervision, to have the borrower and the 
lender sit down to try to work out a 
plan to avoid foreclosure. My full 
statement, which I will ask consent to 
place in the RECORD, goes into some 
great detail about the problems that 
exist at the present time regarding 
foreclosures. 

In addition to the legislation I am 
proposing, the Federal Deposit Insur- 
ance Corporation has proposed a pro- 
gram aimed at preventing an estimated 
1.5 million foreclosures in the next 
year. I have talked to the FDIC Chair- 
woman Sheila Bair, and think her pro- 
posal is a good one. The legislation I 
am proposing and the program Chair- 
woman Bair has proposed would supple- 
ment legislation which is now pending 
in the Congress. Last October, Senator 
DURBIN and I separately introduced 
bills that would permit mortgages to 
be modified by the bankruptcy courts. 
However, Senator DURBIN’s legislation 
would permit the court to modify the 
principal sum. I think that goes too far 
and would have the undesirable con- 
sequence of making it more difficult to 
obtain a mortgage in the future. My 
legislation authorizes the bankruptcy 
courts to modify interest rates on vari- 
able interest rate mortgages. In many 
cases, there was not full disclosure to 
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borrowers who took out these loans. 

Then they found that their mortgage 

went from $1,200 a month, for illus- 

trative purposes, to $2,000. 

It is my hope that Congress would 
stay in session beyond just this week. 
It seems to me the economic problems 
we faced last July, before we adjourned 
for the month of August, required our 
remaining in session; I urged the lead- 
ers of the Senate to keep the body in 
session during August. And, I urged the 
President to call the Congress back 
into session. It seems to me the prob- 
lem of delinquent mortgages and fore- 
closures is critical at the moment. I 
noticed Senator DODD was quoted in 
the Washington Post last Friday as 
saying he plans to introduce legislation 
and that he thought the FDIC proposal 
was a good one. 

We are finding so many people are 
facing the threat of foreclosure. This is 
an issue which ought to be considered 
further. Congress ought to stay in ses- 
sion, ought to work these issues 
through, and ought to remain in ses- 
sion long enough to consider the de- 
tails necessary to make a rational 
judgment on the proposal of economic 
aid to General Motors and the other 
companies. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
full text of my floor statement on the 
mortgage issue and the full text of the 
legislation be printed in the RECORD as 
if set forth in full on the Senate floor. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

FLOOR STATEMENT OF SENATOR ARLEN SPEC- 
TER ON INTRODUCTION OF THE FORECLOSURE 
DIVERSION AND MORTGAGE LOAN MODIFICA- 
TION ACT OF 2008 
Mr. President, I seek recognition today to 

introduce the ‘‘Foreclosure Diversion and 

Mortgage Loan Modification Act of 2008." 

The bill amends the recently passed Emer- 

gency Economic Stabilization Act and the 

Housing and Economic Recovery Act passed 

last July to ensure that more attention and 

resources are given to the urgent need to 
prevent home foreclosures and to stabilize 
the housing market. 

The bill creates an Office of Foreclosure 
Evaluation in the Treasury Department. 
This Office will coordinate and foster fore- 
closure prevention efforts of the Treasury 
Department, the Federal Housing Finance 
Agency, the Federal Reserve, the Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation, the Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, and 
other federal agencies. The Office will also 
support and collaborate in foreclosure pre- 
vention efforts with state and local govern- 
ment agencies, state and local courts, and 
community based non-profit organizations, 
such as the State Foreclosure Prevention 
Working Group. 

The current economic turmoil began with 
a housing market collapse that has had dev- 
astating consequences across the entire fi- 
nancial system. Widespread mortgage modi- 
fication will address the root cause of the 
current crisis. Despite talk and efforts since 
early 2007 to encourage voluntary loan modi- 
fication, the pace of affordable and sustain- 
able modifications has not been of sufficient 
scale to contain the harm to our commu- 
nities and our economy. 
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This month, HUD made a preliminary pro- 
jection that only about 20,000 homeowners 
may be helped by the Hope for Homeowners 
program created as part of the Housing and 
Economic Recovery Act, instead of the an- 
ticipated 400,000. In October, a Federal Re- 
serve Governor expressed concerns about the 
recent rise of shady companies that mas- 
querade as non-profit foreclosure prevention 
organizations, and then charge distressed 
borrowers thousands of dollars for their serv- 
ices. Congress must act to ensure that home- 
owners are getting the information and help 
they need to prevent avoidable foreclosures. 

For the second quarter of 2008, foreclosure 
filings nationwide were up 121 percent over 
the second quarter of 2007. Comparing third 
quarter filings, the 2008 increase over 2007 is 
"1 percent. Today there are more than 1.5 
million houses in foreclosure—three times 
the normal rate—and approximately 3.5 mil- 
lion other homeowners are behind on their 
mortgage payments. Too many families are 
losing their homes even when it makes more 
sense for the lenders to let them stay and 
make payments on а sustainable, modified 
mortgage. And despite reports from industry 
groups that there have been many modifica- 
tions, consumer groups say many of these 
modifications simply spread missed pay- 
ments over the remaining life of the loan, 
which has the perverse effect of raising, not 
lowering, the monthly payment. A recent 
Credit Suisse report found that of those 
mortgages where the monthly payments in- 
creased, 44 percent were more than 60 days 
delinquent after 8 months. By contrast, of 
those mortgages that received an interest 
rate reduction, only 15 percent were more 
than 60 days delinquent after 8 months. 
Similarly, of those mortgages where the 
principal balance was reduced only 23 per- 
cent were delinquent. . 

In some regions of the country the housing 
and job markets are holding up fairly well, 
but in other areas the increase in fore- 
closures is or will be devastating. But there 
is some good news: in some of the areas that 
have been hardest hit, there are newly insti- 
tuted state-court based mortgage foreclosure 
diversion programs that require conciliation 
conferences between lenders and borrowers 
before а foreclosure or sheriff sale may pro- 
ceed. In some places, there are hundreds of 
trained pro bono attorneys willing to help 
homeowners. Homeowners need these pro- 
grams because, even though many states 
have housing financing programs, home- 
owners may not know about them and they 
may not know that lenders may offer modi- 
fications. A recent policy paper by the Mort- 
gage Bankers Association of America showed 
that borrowers in 21% of foreclosures initi- 
ated in the third quarter of 2007 either could 
not be located or would not respond to re- 
peated attempts by lenders to contact them. 
According to a report by Freddie Мас, 57 per- 
cent of late-paying borrowers do not know 
that their lenders may offer alternatives to 
help avoid foreclosure. 

'The October 17, 2008 Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee hearing I held in Pittsburgh explored 
Allegheny County's foreclosure prevention 
program, which is at an early stage. The 
Philadelphia hearing I held on October 24, 
2008 explored а program that was adopted in 
April 2008, and it appears to be working. In 
the Philadelphia Mortgage Foreclosure Di- 
version Program's first few months, there 
were 1,019 mortgage foreclosure cases sched- 
uled for conciliation conferences. In 467 cases 
(46%), borrowers did not participate. Of the 
552 (54%) in which borrowers did participate, 
there was a ‘‘success’”’ rate of 80%—meaning 
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the homeowners remained in their homes as 
a result of settlement, postponement, or 
bankruptcy. Only 2 properties (.4%) were or- 
dered to be sold at sheriff sale. The delays 
allow for more negotiation, or, in some cases 
for ‘‘graceful exits" so families can find a 
new place to live. 

The witnesses at the Philadelphia hearing 
testified about successful outcomes for 
homeowners. One witness, Tania Harrigan, 
testified that her family fell behind in mort- 
gage payments when her husband was laid 
off. They filed for bankruptcy but could not 
afford to pay the fees; the bankruptcy suit 
was dismissed and the house was listed for 
sheriff sale for November 4, 2008. Through 
the Philadelphia foreclosure prevention pro- 
gram, the interest rate was lowered from 
9.75% to 7%, which reduced the monthly pay- 
ment from $487 to $411. The lender waived 
$6,500 in late fees and the arrearage was put 
back into a new 30-year fixed rate mortgage. 
Another homeowner who was contacted 
through the program's door-to-door outreach 
initiative had an adjustable rate mortgage 
modified from a 22% interest rate to a fixed 
rate of 6%. Another homeowner saw a reduc- 
tion in her monthly payments from $1479 to 
$1124 after the interest rate went from 9.9% 
to 5.5%. These were *'voluntary" in the sense 
that the court did not impose the terms of 
the modifications. But the court does require 
communication, research and preparation 
before the conference. The court makes fore- 
closure a last resort instead of the first step 
by ensuring that servicers or lenders are not 
simply ignoring alternatives to foreclosure. 

A city employee testified that, as a result 
of coordinated outreach, calls to the Save 
Your Home Philly Hotline, which sets up ap- 
pointments with housing counselors, tripled 
from 150 per month at the beginning of the 
year to 460 per month currently. City-funded 
neighborhood assistance groups who have ac- 
cess to court foreclosure files go door-to-door 
to reach homeowners. The participation rate 
in the conciliation program for homeowners 
who answered the door and spoke to the out- 
reach team was 73 percent, compared to 48 
percent for families that received no such 
outreach. The city also funds Community 
Legal Services to provide legal assistance to 
distressed homeowners and training to the 
hundreds of volunteer attorneys who rep- 
resent clients pro bono. 

New York, New Jersey, Ohio, Connecticut 
and Florida have similar programs. As I've 
noted, Pittsburgh is also adopting a fore- 
closure diversion program. Common Pleas 
Court Judge Annette Rizzo in Philadelphia 
testified that she has had many inquiries 
about the foreclosure diversion program 
from numerous cities, states, and even from 
Sweden. These are good developments, and 
they should be nurtured. 

That is what this legislation would do. It 
creates a federal Office of Foreclosure Eval- 
uation that will encourage and assist cities 
and states in adopting mortgage foreclosure 
diversion programs. The Office will also con- 
duct an informational campaign so that 
homeowners learn of state and federal hous- 
ing finance programs that are available to 
help them, as well as other resources such as 
free counseling and legal representation by 
community legal services groups and local 
bar associations. 

The states and cities are making progress, 
but federal assistance would help. The bill 
permits certain HUD Community Block 
Grant funds to be used for foreclosure pre- 
vention programs that provide free coun- 
seling and legal aid. Currently those funds 
may only be used for rehabilitation of vacant 
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or foreclosed properties. There is also a pro- 
vision that will free up funds so they may be 
used to support programs that provide legal 
advice and representation to homeowners in 
foreclosure actions; the current restriction 
on using funds for litigation is overly broad. 
Unlike some plans discussed in the press, 
this bill does not call for direct payments to 
borrowers. Rather, it makes federal funds 
available to support state and local fore- 
closure prevention programs that work. 

The bill also addresses another reason 
there are not more affordable and sustain- 
able loan modifications—even though modi- 
fications usually leave lenders with more 
money than the 50 cents on the dollar that a 
foreclosure sale typically brings them. Up 
until the last 10 or 15 years, a mortgage loan 
involved two parties—the borrower and a 
bank that both originated the loan and re- 
tained the default risk. If the individual bor- 
rower had trouble, it was in the bank’s inter- 
est to adjust the terms of the loan. But that 
is no longer the model. Through 
securitization, the risk of default has been 
transferred to investors. There is no longer a 
single entity that has an interest in rework- 
ing failing loans. The loans are pooled to- 
gether and the stream of payments from 
those mortgages is divided up into securities 
owned by investors all over the world. A 
mortgage servicer manages the pools of 
loans and distributes the payments to inves- 
tors. It is the mortgage servicer who has the 
ability to restructure a mortgage or fore- 
close on the property. However, the servicers 
do not have the same incentives that banks 
used to have. The way many pooling and 
servicing agreements (PSAs) are written, 
there may be no incentives for the servicers 
to restructure the loans. Servicers typically 
get paid a fee if they foreclose, but may have 
to absorb the cost of renegotiating the loans. 
One of the first steps the Office of Fore- 
closure Evaluation should take is to encour- 
age servicers to use technology that would 
standardize the income to expense and loan 
resolution process to keep costs down. The 
Office also should determine what incentives 
may be needed to encourage servicers to 
modify contracts. It may ultimately be ap- 
propriate for the government to offer 
servicers a flat fee for each sustainable, af- 
fordable modification completed within a 
certain time period to help cover their addi- 
tional costs. 

Perhaps a more significant roadblock is 
that servicers are worried they may be sued 
by some of the investors. Many servicers 
still are thinking that it is best to simply 
pursue foreclosures. Congress tried to ad- 
dress this concern in the Housing and Eco- 
nomic Recovery Act of 2008 and again in the 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act, by 
clarifying that, unless the contract or PSA 
clearly provides otherwise, the duty owed by 
the servicer to investors is owed to the en- 
tire pool and not to any individual groups or 
tranches of investors, but the servicers still 
appear to be reluctant or slow to modify. 

The concerns of the servicers or lenders 
may not be unfounded. Recently, lawyers 
claiming to represent investors are chal- 
lenging the settlement between Countrywide 
and 11 attorneys general; the settlement pro- 
poses to modify the loans of 400,000 bor- 
rowers. An October 24, 2008 article in the New 
York Times reported that certain hedge 
funds are opposing loan modifications be- 
cause it might hurt their investments. At 
least two funds recently have warned 
servicers that they might be sued if they 
participated in government-backed plans to 
renegotiate delinquent loans. Congress must 
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take action to protect homeowners who are 
getting caught in the middle. So far disputes 
over loan modifications have been theo- 
retical because most mortgage servicers are 
not aggressively altering the terms of loans, 
but as а matter of public policy, we cannot 
let fear of tort and contract claims cause 
grave harm to consumers and the entire 
economy. 

The bill addresses the litigation threat by 
requiring investors' attorneys to conduct a 
careful inquiry into the factual and legal 
bases of their claims, including consider- 
ation of the recent statutory clarification 
that the servicer's duty is to the entire pool 
of investors or beneficial owners. The attor- 
neys also would have to obtain, as a pre- 
requisite to filing suit, à certification from 
the new Office of Foreclosure Evaluation 
that the loan modifications in question were 
unreasonable or not permitted by restric- 
tions on Real Estate Mortgage Investment 
Conduits under the Internal Revenue Code. 
This opinion would be admissible, but not 
conclusive. These administrative pre- 
requisites should result in more uniformity, 
guidance and clarity regarding applicable 
legal standards and best practices for 
servicers, taking into account the public in- 
terest and current threat to our economy 
posed by barriers to reasonable modification. 
This is not complete immunity from suit. If 
the litigation threat continues to impede 
modifications, Congress may have to hold 
hearings to consider sufficient safeguards for 
servicers—taking into consideration the im- 
portance of having capital available for the 
mortgage market. 

In addition, although financial services in- 
dustry groups have criticized arbitrary 
quotas in PSAs that limit the percentage of 
loans in a pool that may be modified, some 
PSAs do contain such quotas. These quotas 
may have seemed reasonable before the 
housing market crashed, but they do not 
make sense now, are against public policy 
and, to the extent these quotas are less than 
25% of the total, they are rendered unen- 
forceable by this bill. 

Finally, to ensure we have reliable data re- 
garding mortgage loan modifications, the 
bill requires mortgage servicers to report de- 
tailed data to the Office of Foreclosure Eval- 
uation. The bill also requires the Office to 
submit reports to Congress. This data will 
help the Office and Congress understand 
whether voluntary efforts are sufficient, and 
what specific barriers there may be to case- 
by-case loan modifications, including spe- 
cific provisions in pooling and service agree- 
ments that may be impeding reasonable 
steps to avoid foreclosures. 

In the end, case-by-case loan modifications 
may not be sufficient to appreciably slow the 
rate of foreclosures, in which case the gov- 
ernment may have to consider other options. 
In that regard, I believe the proposal made 
recently by Sheila Bair, the Chairman of the 
FDIC, deserves close consideration. Ms. 
Bair’s proposal is based on the FDIC’s real 
world experience with 5000 troubled mort- 
gages at IndyMac Bank, which the FDIC re- 
cently took over. Under the proposal, delin- 
quent homeowners would have their mort- 
gage payments reduced to as low as 31 per- 
cent of their monthly income. The modifica- 
tions would be based on interest rate reduc- 
tions, extension of the term of the mortgage, 
and principal forbearance—in that order. The 
same protocol would be applied to all delin- 
quent mortgages, rather than having a case- 
by-case assessment of each mortgage. The 
Bair proposal may have the advantage of en- 
abling rapid modification of large numbers 
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of mortgages, stemming the tide of fore- 
closures. If a modified loan defaults later, 
the government would share up to half of the 
losses. The proposal would be funded under 
the $700 billion financial rescue package. I 
spoke to Ms. Bair last week, and she esti- 
mates her proposal could reach up to 2.2 mil- 
lion mortgages and enable 1.5 million home- 
owners to keep their homes. If effective, 
across-the-board rather than case-by-case 
modifications may be necessary. 

In the meantime, the Foreclosure Diver- 
sion and Mortgage Loan Modification Act of 
2008 will encourage servicers to engage in 
greater numbers of case-by-case mortgage 
modifications. This should be a goal those on 
both sides of the aisle can agree to. I urge 
my colleagues to support it. 


By Mr. REID: 

S. 3688. A bill to provide for addi- 
tional emergency unemployment com- 
pensation, to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 to 
authorize loans to automobile manu- 
facturers and component suppliers, and 
for other purposes; read the first time. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the text of the bill 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be placed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3688 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

TITLE I—UNEMPLOYMENT 
COMPENSATION 
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Unemploy- 
ment Compensation Extension Act of 2008". 
SEC. 102. ADDITIONAL FIRST-TIER BENEFITS. 

Section 4002(b)(1) of the Supplemental Ap- 
propriations Act, 2008 (26 U.S.C. 3304 note) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ':50" 
and inserting ‘‘80’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking “18” 
and inserting ':20". 

SEC. 103. SECOND-TIER BENEFITS. 

Section 4002 of the Supplemental Appro- 
priations Act, 2008 (26 U.S.C. 3304 note) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

**(c) SPECIAL RULE.— 

*(1) IN GENERAL.—If, at the time that the 
amount established in an individual's ac- 
count under subsection (b)(1) is exhausted or 
at any time thereafter, such individual's 
State is in an extended benefit period (as de- 
termined under paragraph (2), such account 
Shall be augmented by an amount equal to 
the lesser of— 

**(A) 50 percent of the total amount of reg- 
ular compensation (including dependents’ al- 
lowances) payable to the individual during 
the individual’s benefit year under the State 
law, or 

“(В) 18 times the individual's average 
weekly benefit amount (as determined under 
subsection (b)(2)) for the benefit year. 

*(2) EXTENDED BENEFIT PERIOD.—For pur- 
poses of paragraph (1), а State shall be con- 
Sidered to be in an extended benefit period, 
as of any given time, if— 

**(A) such a period is then in effect for such 
State under the Federal-State Extended Un- 
employment Compensation Act of 1970; 

*(B) such a period would then be in effect 
for such State under such Act if section 
203(d) of such Act— 


24121 


(1) were applied by substituting ‘4’ for ‘5’ 
each place it appears; and 

**(ii) did not include the requirement under 
paragraph (1)(A) thereof; or 

(С) such a period would then be in effect 
for such State under such Act if— 

**(1) section 203(f) of such Act were applied 
to such State (regardless of whether the 
State by law had provided for such applica- 
tion); and 

**(ii) such section 203(f)— 

"(D were applied by substituting ‘6.0’ for 
‘6.5’ in paragraph (1)(A)(i) thereof; and 

**(II) did not include the requirement under 
paragraph (1)(A)(ii) thereof. 

*(8) LIMITATION.—The account of an indi- 
vidual may be augmented not more than 
once under this subsection.". 

SEC. 104. PHASEOUT PROVISIONS. 

Section 4007(b) of the Supplemental Appro- 
priations Act, 2008 (26 U.S.C. 3304 note) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘paragraph 
(2),," and inserting "paragraphs (2) and (3),”’; 
and 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

*(2 NO AUGMENTATION AFTER MARCH 31, 
2009.—If the amount established in an individ- 
ual’s account under subsection (b)(1) is ex- 
hausted after March 31, 2009, then section 
4002(c) shall not apply and such account shall 
not be augmented under such section, re- 
gardless of whether such individual's State is 
in an extended benefit period (as determined 
under paragraph (2) of such section). 

**(8) TERMINATION.—No compensation under 
this title shall be payable for any week be- 
ginning after August 27, 2009.’’. 

SEC. 105. TEMPORARY FEDERAL MATCHING FOR 


THE FIRST WEEK OF EXTENDED 
BENEFITS FOR STATES WITH NO 
WAITING WEEK. 


With respect to weeks of unemployment 
beginning after the date of the enactment of 
this Act and ending on or before December 8, 
2009, subparagraph (B) of section 204(a)(2) of 
the Federal-State Extended Unemployment 
Compensation Act of 1970 (26 U.S.C. 3304 
note) shall not apply. 

SEC. 106. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

(а) IN GENERAL.— The amendments made by 
sections 102, 103, and 104 shall apply as if in- 
cluded in the enactment of the Supplemental 
Appropriations Act, 2008, subject to sub- 
section (b). 

(b) ADDITIONAL BENEFITS.—In applying the 
amendments made by sections 102 and 103, 
any additional emergency unemployment 
compensation made payable by such amend- 
ments (which would not otherwise have been 
payable if such amendments had not been en- 
acted) shall be payable only with respect to 
any week of unemployment beginning on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 

TITLE II—AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 
EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE 
SEC. 201. DIRECT BRIDGE LOANS TO MANUFAC- 
TURERS AND SUPPLIERS. 

(а) IN GENERAL.—The Emergency Есо- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-348) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

“TITLE IV—DIRECT BRIDGE LOAN 
PROVISIONS 
“SEC. 401. FINDINGS. 

“Congress finds that extraordinary and ex- 
igent circumstances have prevented the 
automobile industry from securing essential 
credit and liquidity from other sources and 
that the failure of the automobile industry 
to obtain such credit and liquidity will have 
a systemic adverse effect on the economy. 
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*SEC. 402. PURPOSES. 

“The purposes of this title are— 

**(1) to clarify that authority and facilities 
are available to be used immediately by the 
Secretary to restore liquidity and stability 
to the automobile industry in the United 
States; 

**(2) to ensure that such authority and such 
facilities are used in a manner that— 

“(A) stimulates manufacturing and sales of 
automobiles produced by automobile manu- 
facturers in the United States; 

(В) enhances the ability and the capacity 
of the domestic automobile industry to pur- 
sue the timely and aggressive production of 
energy-efficient advanced technology vehi- 
cles; 

(С) preserves and promotes the jobs of 
355,000 workers in the United States directly 
employed by the automobile industry and an 
additional 4,500,000 workers in the United 
States employed in related industries; and 

*(D) safeguards the ability of the domestic 
automobile industry to provide retirement 
and health care benefits for 1,000,000 retirees 
and their spouses and dependents; and 

(3) to reaffirm the purposes of section 2, 
which include providing the Secretary with 
broad authority to restore liquidity and sta- 
bility to financial institutions, including 
automobile finance companies. 

*SEC. 403. EMERGENCY DIRECT LOAN PROGRAM. 

“(а) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make loans in an aggregate amount equal to 
$25,000,000,000, to automobile manufacturers 
and component suppliers that have— 

*(1) submitted an application for a loan 
under this title that includes а statement of 
need for Government funding under this title 
to prevent а systemic adverse effect on the 
United States economy; 

**(2) operated a manufacturing facility for 
the purposes of producing automobiles or 
automobile components in the United States 
throughout the 20-year period ending on the 
date of enactment of this title; and 

*(8) operations in the United States the 
failure of which would have a systemic ad- 
verse effect on the overall United States 
economy, as determined by the Secretary. 

*(b)  ALLOCATION.—In allocating loan 
amounts under this title, the Secretary shall 
prioritize the distribution of loans under this 
section based on the magnitude of the im- 
pact of the manufacturing operations of the 
applicant in the United States on the overall 
economy of the United States and other seg- 
ments of the automobile industry, including 
the impact on levels of employment, domes- 
tic manufacturing of automobiles and auto- 
mobile components, and automobile dealer- 
Ships. 

(с) PLAN FOR LONG-TERM FINANCIAL VIA- 
BILITY.—At the time of application for a loan 
under this title, an automobile manufacturer 
or component supplier shall submit to the 
Secretary a detailed plan on how the Govern- 
ment funds requested will be utilized to en- 
sure the long-term financial posture of the 
company, and how such funds will stimulate 
automobile production in the United States 
and improve the capacity of the company to 
pursue the timely and aggressive production 
of energy-efficient advanced technology ve- 
hicles. 

*SEC. 404. FUNDING FROM THIRD TRANCHE; 
TREATMENT OF LOAN AMOUNTS. 

“The costs incurred by the Federal Gov- 
ernment in making loans under this title, in- 
cluding credit subsidy costs and administra- 
tive expenses, shall be covered out of the 
funds made available to the Secretary gen- 
erally under section 118 and, specifically, not 
from funds which are described in paragraph 
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(1) or (2) of section 115(a), but with respect to 
the availability of which the reporting and 
procedural requirements contained in para- 
graph (3) of such section and section 115(c) 
Shall not apply. 

*SEC. 405. TIMING OF DISBURSEMENTS. 

*(a) APPLICATIONS.—On and after the date 
that is 3 days after the date of enactment of 
this title, the Secretary shall accept applica- 
tions for loans under this title. 

*(b) DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY.—Not 
later than 15 days after the date on which 
the Secretary receives an application for a 
loan under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall make a determination regarding the 
eligibility of the applicant, based on whether 
the applicant meets the requirements of sec- 
tion 403(a). 

“(с) DISBURSEMENT.— The Secretary shall 
begin disbursement of the proceeds of а loan 
under this title to an eligible applicant not 
later than "7 days after the date on which the 
Secretary receives a disbursal request from 
the applicant, upon а determination of the 
Secretary that the applicant is eligible 
under subsection (b). 

*SEC. 406. TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 

**(a) TERM TO MATURITY.—The term to ma- 
turity of any loan made under this title shall 
be 10 years, or such longer period as the Sec- 
retary may determine with respect to such 
loan. 

*(b) RATE OF INTEREST.—The annual rate 
of interest for а loan under this title shall 
be— 

**(1) 5 percent during the 5-year period be- 
ginning on the date on which the Secretary 
disburses the loan; and 

**(2) 9 percent after the end of the period 
described in paragraph (1). 

(с) WARRANTS AND DEBT INSTRUMENTS.— 
The Secretary may not make a loan under 
this title unless the Secretary receives from 
the automobile manufacturer or component 
supplier à warrant or senior debt instrument 
made in accordance with the requirements 
for à warrant or senior debt instrument by à 
financial institution under section 113(d). 

“(d) No PREPAYMENT PENALTY.—A loan 
made under this title shall be prepayable 
without penalty at any time. 

(е) EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION.— 

*(1) STANDARDS REQUIRED.— The Secretary 
Shall require any recipient of а loan under 
this title to meet appropriate standards for 
executive compensation and corporate gov- 
ernance. 

*(2) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.—The stand- 
ards established under paragraph (1) shall in- 
clude the following: 

“(А) Limits on compensation that exclude 
incentives for senior executive officers of а 
recipient of а loan under this title to take 
unnecessary and excessive risks that threat- 
en the value of such recipient during the pe- 
riod that the loan is outstanding. 

“(В) A provision for the recovery by such 
recipient of any bonus or incentive com- 
pensation paid to a senior executive officer 
based on statements of earnings, gains, or 
other criteria that are later found to be ma- 
terially inaccurate. 

“(С) A prohibition on such recipient mak- 
ing any golden parachute payment to a sen- 
ior executive officer during the period that 
the loan under this title is outstanding. 

“(0) A prohibition on such recipient pay- 
ing or accruing any bonus or incentive com- 
pensation during the period that the loan is 
outstanding to any executive whose annual 
base compensation exceeds $250,000 (which 
amount shall be adjusted by the Secretary 
for inflation). 

“(Е) A prohibition on any compensation 
plan that could encourage manipulation of 
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the reported earnings of the recipient to en- 
hance the compensation of any of its em- 
ployees. 

**(8) DEFINITIONS.—F or purposes of this sub- 
section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(А) SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER.— The term 
‘senior executive officer’ means an indi- 
vidual who is 1 of the top 5 most highly paid 
executives of a public company, whose com- 
pensation is required to be disclosed pursu- 
ant to the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, 
and any regulations issued thereunder, and 
non-public company counterparts. 

‘(B) GOLDEN PARACHUTE PAYMENT.—The 
term ‘golden parachute payment’ means any 
payment to a senior executive officer for de- 
parture from a company for any reason. 

“ә PROHIBITION ON PAYMENT OF DIVI- 
DENDS.—No common stock dividends may be 
paid by any recipient of a loan under this 
title for the duration of the loan. 

“SEC. 407. OVERSIGHT. 


“(a) IN GENERAL.—The provisions of sec- 
tions 105, 116, 121, and 125 shall apply with re- 
Spect to any loans made under this title, to 
the extent possible, in the same manner and 
to the same extent as such sections apply to 
transactions made under the authority of 
title I."*. 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND- 
MENTS.— 

(1) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con- 
tents in section 1(b) of the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-343) is amended— 

(A) by inserting after the item relating to 
section 3 the following new item: 

“Sec. 4. References." 
; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 


“TITLE IV—DIRECT BRIDGE LOAN 
PROVISIONS 

Findings. 

Purposes. 

Emergency direct loan program. 

Funding from third tranche; 
treatment of loan amounts. 

Timing of disbursements. 

'Terms and conditions. 

Oversight." 


“Sec. 
“Sec. 
“Sec. 
“Sec. 


401. 
402. 
403. 
404. 


“Sec. 
“Sec. 
“Sec. 
; and 

(2 REFERENCES.—The Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-343) is amended by inserting 
after section 3 the following new section: 
“SEC. 4. REFERENCES. 

“Any reference— 

(1) in this division to ‘this Act’ or any 
subdivision thereof is a reference to this di- 
vision A or any subdivision thereof; 

**(2) in division (B) to ‘this Act’ or any sub- 
division thereof is a reference to division B 
or any subdivision thereof; and 

**(8) in division (C) to ‘this Act’ or any sub- 
division thereof is a reference to division C 
or any subdivision thereof.’’. 

TITLE IIICEMERGENCY TREATMENT 
SEC. 301. EMERGENCY TREATMENT. 

All provisions of this Act and the amend- 
ments made by this Act are designated as an 
emergency requirement and necessary to 
meet emergency needs pursuant to section 
204(a) of S. Con. Res 21 (110th Congress), the 
concurrent resolution on the budget for fis- 
cal year 2008. 


405. 
406. 
407. 


By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
BYRD): 

S. 8689. A bill making supplemental 

appropriations for job creation and 
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preservation, infrastructure  invest- 
ment, and economic and energy assist- 
ance for the fiscal year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes; 
read the first time. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the text of the bill 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be placed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3689 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the following sums 
are appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2009, and for 
other purposes, namely: 

TITLEI 


INFRASTRUCTURE, ENERGY, AND 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY 


CHAPTER 1 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FARM SERVICE AGENCY 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Farm Serv- 
ice Agency, Salaries and Expenses", for the 
purpose of maintaining and modernizing the 
information technology system, $171,700,000, 
to remain available until expended. 
RURAL HOUSING SERVICE 
RURAL HOUSING INSURANCE PROGRAM ACCOUNT 


For an additional amount for gross obliga- 
tions for the principal amount of direct and 
guaranteed loans as authorized by title V of 
the Housing Act of 1949, to be available from 
funds in the rural housing insurance fund, as 
follows: $171,000,000 for section 502 direct 
loans, and $3,000,000,000 for section 502 unsub- 
sidized guaranteed loans. 

For an additional amount for the cost of 
direct and guaranteed loans, including the 
cost of modifying loans, as defined in section 
502 of the Congressional Budget Act of 1974, 
to remain available until expended, as fol- 
lows: $11,500,000 for section 502 direct loans, 
and $38,100,000 for section 502 unsubsidized 
guaranteed loans. 

RURAL COMMUNITY FACILITIES PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 


For an additional amount for gross obliga- 
tions for the principal amount of direct and 
guaranteed loans and grants as authorized 
by section 306 of the Consolidated Farm and 
Rural Development Act, to be available from 
the rural community facilities program ac- 
count, as follows: $612,000,000 for rural com- 
munity facilities direct loans; $130,000,000 for 
guaranteed rural community facilities loans; 
and $50,000,000 for rural community facilities 
grants. 

For an additional amount for the cost of 
direct loans, guaranteed loans, and grants, 
including the cost of modifying loans, as de- 
fined in section 502 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, to remain available until 
expended, as follows: $35,000,000 for rural 
community facilities direct loans; $4,000,000 
for rural community facilities guaranteed 
loans; and $50,000,000 for rural community fa- 
cilities grants. 

RURAL BUSINESS—COOPERATIVE SERVICE 
RURAL BUSINESS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For an additional amount for gross obliga- 
tions for the principal amount of guaranteed 
loans as authorized by section 310B(a)(2)(A) 
of the Consolidated Farm and Rural Develop- 
ment Act, to be available from the rural 
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business program account, as follows: 
$1,000,000,000 for business and industry guar- 
anteed loans. 

For an additional amount for the cost of 
guaranteed loans, including the cost of modi- 
fying loans, as defined in section 502 of the 
Congressional Budget Act of 1974, to remain 
available until expended, as follows: 
$43,500,000 for business and industry guaran- 
teed loans. 

RURAL BUSINESS ENTERPRISE GRANTS 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Rural Busi- 
ness Enterprise Grants’’, $40,000,000, to re- 
main available until expended. 

RURAL DEVELOPMENT LOAN FUND PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 


For an additional amount for gross obliga- 
tions for the principal amount of direct loans 
as authorized by the Rural Development 
Loan Fund (42 U.S.C. 9812(a)), $30,000,000. 

For an additional amount for the cost of 
direct loans, including the cost of modifying 
loans, as defined in section 502 of the Con- 
gressional Budget Act of 1974, to remain 
available until expended, $12,600,000, for di- 
rect loans as authorized by the Rural Devel- 
opment Loan Fund (42 U.S.C. 9812(a)). 


RURAL UTILITIES SERVICE 


RURAL WATER AND WASTE DISPOSAL PROGRAM 
ACCOUNT 


For an additional amount for the cost of 
direct loans, loan guarantees, and grants for 
the rural water, waste water, waste disposal, 
and solid waste management programs au- 
thorized by sections 306, 306A, 306C, 306D, and 
310B and described in sections 306C(a)(2), 
306D, and 381E(d)(2) of the Consolidated Farm 
and Rural Development Act, $200,000,000, to 
remain available until expended. 


FOOD AND NUTRITION SERVICE 


SPECIAL SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION PROGRAM 
FOR WOMEN, INFANTS, AND CHILDREN 


For an additional amount for the special 
supplemental nutrition program as author- 
ized by section 17 of the Child Nutrition Act 
of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1786), $445,000,000. 


SUPPLEMENTAL NUTRITION ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM 


For an additional amount for the Emer- 
gency Food Assistance Program, as author- 
ized by Section 4201 of Public Law 110-246, 
$50,000,000, of which the Secretary may use 
up to 10 percent for costs associated with the 
distribution of commodities. 


COMMODITY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 


For an additional amount for the Com- 
modity Supplemental Food Program, 
$8,218,000, to support additional food pur- 
chases. 


GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS CHAPTER 


SEC. 1101. (a) Hereafter, in this section, the 
term ‘‘nonambulatory disabled cattle” 
means cattle, other than cattle that are less 
than 5 months old or weigh less than 500 
pounds, subject to inspection under section 
3(b) of the Federal Meat Inspection Act (21 
U.S.C. 603(b)) that cannot rise from a recum- 
bent position or walk, including cattle with 
a broken appendage, severed tendon or liga- 
ment, nerve paralysis, fractured vertebral 
column, or a metabolic condition. 

(b) Hereafter, none of the funds made avail- 
able under this or any other Act may be used 
to pay the salaries or expenses of any per- 
sonnel of the Food Safety and Inspection 
Service to pass through inspection any non- 
ambulatory disabled cattle for use as human 
food, regardless of the reason for the non- 
ambulatory status of the cattle or the time 
at which the cattle became nonambulatory. 
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(c) Hereafter, in addition to any penalties 
available under the Federal Meat Inspection 
Act (21 U.S.C. 601 et seq), the Secretary 
shall impose penalties consistent with sec- 
tions 10414 and 10415 of the Animal Health 
Protection Act (7 U.S.C. 8318, 8814) on any es- 
tablishment that slaughters nonambulatory 
disabled cattle or prepares a carcass, part of 
а carcass, or meat or meat food product, 
from any nonambulatory disabled cattle, for 
use as human food. 

SEC. 1102. FARM RELIEF. (a) SHORT TITLE.— 
This section may be cited as the “Farm Re- 
lief Act of 2008". 

(b) 2008 CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE.—Sec- 
tion 9001 of the U.S. Troop Readiness, Vet- 
erans' Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq Ac- 
countability Appropriations Act, 2007 (Public 
Law 110-28; 121 Stat. 211) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 

(A) by striking ‘‘There are hereby” and in- 
serting the following: 

(1) IN GENERAL.— There are hereby"; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 

**(2) 2008 CROP DISASTER ASSISTANCE.— 

(А) IN GENERAL.—There are hereby appro- 
priated to the Secretary such sums as are 
necessary, to remain available until ex- 
pended, to make emergency financial assist- 
ance under this section available to pro- 
ducers on а farm that incurred qualifying 
quantity or quality losses for the 2008 crop 
due a natural disaster or any related condi- 
tion, as determined by the Secretary. 

‘(B) SUGAR AND SUGARCANE DISASTER AS- 
SISTANCE.— 

*() FLORIDA.—There are hereby appro- 
priated to the Secretary such sums as are 
necessary, to remain available until ex- 
pended, to make payments to processors in 
Florida that are eligible to obtain a loan 
under section 156(a) of the Federal Agri- 
culture Improvement and Reform Act of 1996 
(7 U.S.C. 7272(a)) to compensate first proc- 
essors and producers for crop and other 
losses due a natural disaster or any related 
condition, as determined by the Secretary, 
in Florida during calendar year 2008, by an 
agreement on the same terms and condi- 
tions, to the maximum extent practicable, as 
the payments made under section 102 of the 
Emergency Supplemental Appropriations for 
Hurricane Disasters Assistance Act of 2005 
(Public Law 108-324; 118 Stat. 1235), including 
that the 2008 base production of each har- 
vesting unit shall be determined using the 
same base year crop production history that 
was used pursuant to the agreement under 
that section. 

(11) LOUISIANA.— 

(Т) COMPENSATION FOR LOSSES.—There are 
hereby appropriated to the Secretary such 
sums as are necessary, to remain available 
until expended, to make assistance available 
to first processors of sugarcane that operate 
in à county affected by a natural disaster, or 
obtain sugarcane from a county affected by à 
natural disaster, in Louisiana and that are 
eligible to obtain a loan under section 156(a) 
of the Federal Agriculture Improvement and 
Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 7272(a)), in the 
form of monetary payments or commodities 
in the inventory of the Commodity Credit 
Corporation derived from carrying out that 
section, to compensate producers and first 
processors for crop and other losses due to 
the natural disaster or any related condi- 
tion, as determined by the Secretary. 

“(П) ADMINISTRATION.—Assistance under 
this clause shall be— 

*(aa) shared by an affected first processor 
with affected producers that provide com- 
modities to the processor in а manner that 
reflects contracts entered into between the 
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processor and the producers, except with re- 
Spect to а portion of the amount of total as- 
sistance provided under subclause (I) nec- 
essary to compensate affected producers for 
individual losses experienced by the pro- 
ducers, including losses due to saltwater in- 
trusion, flooding, wind damage, or increased 
planting, replanting, or harvesting costs, 
which shall be transferred by the first proc- 
essor to the affected producers without re- 
кага to contractual share arrangements; and 

“(bb) made available under such terms and 
conditions as the Secretary determines are 
necessary to carry out this clause. 

“(III) FORM OF ASSISTANCE.—In carrying 
out this clause, the Secretary shall— 

(аа) convey to the first processor com- 
modities in the inventory of the Commodity 
Credit Corporation derived from carrying out 
section 156(a) of the Federal Agriculture Im- 
provement and Reform Act of 1996 (7 U.S.C. 
7272(a)); 

**(bb) make monetary payments to the first 
processor; or 

*(cc) take any combination of actions de- 
Scribed in items (aa) and (bb), using com- 
modities or monetary payments. 

*"(IV) LOSS DETERMINATION.—In carrying 
out this clause, the Secretary shall use the 
same base year to determine crop loss that 
was elected by à producer to determine crop 
loss in carrying out the hurricane assistance 
program under section 207 of the Agricul- 
tural Assistance Act of 2003 (Public Law 108- 
7; 117 Stat. 543). 

“(iii) TEXAS.—There are hereby appro- 
priated to the Secretary such sums as are 
necessary, to remain available until ex- 
pended, to assist sugarcane growers in Texas 
by making a payment in that amount to a 
farmer-owned cooperative sugarcane proc- 
essor in that State, for costs of demurrage, 
storage, and transportation resulting from 
natural disaster or any related condition 
during calendar year 2008. 

(С) RELATION TO SUPPLEMENTAL AGRICUL- 
TURAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.—A 
producer on a farm that accepts assistance 
made available under this paragraph for a 
crop loss is not eligible to receive supple- 
mental agricultural disaster assistance for 
that crop loss under subtitle B of the Federal 
Crop Insurance Act (7 U.S.C. 1581) or title IX 
of the Trade Act of 1974 (19 U.S.C. 2497 et 
seq.).’’; and 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘біз sec- 
tion" each place it appears and inserting 
“subsection (a)(1)". 

(с) AQUACULTURE GRANTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Agri- 
culture shall make available grants under 
this subsection to appropriate State depart- 
ments of agriculture (or other appropriate 
State agencies) that agree to assist pro- 
ducers of animals described in section 
10806(a)(1) of the Farm Security and Rural 
Investment Act of 2002 (21 U.S.C. 321d(a)(1)) 
injured by increased costs for animal feed 
and that agree to comply with paragraph (2). 

(2) ELIGIBILITY FOR GRANTS.—To be eligible 
to receive a grant under this subsection, the 
State department of agriculture (or other ap- 
propriate State agency) shall— 

(A) agree to use the grants to distribute 
feed assistance through animal feed pro- 
viders; and 

(B) agree to require such animal feed pro- 
viders to make such feed assistance available 
on a pro rata basis to active producers de- 
scribed in paragraph (1) based on documented 
feed use by such producers in 2007. 

(3) FEED ASSISTANCE.—The Secretary shall 
make such grants available to such State de- 
partments of agriculture or other agencies 
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allocated on а pro rata basis, based on total 
tons of feed for such animals consumed in 
such State in 2007. 

(4) FUNDING.—There are hereby appro- 
priated $50,000,000 to carry out this sub- 
section. 


CHAPTER 2 
DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ADMINISTRATION 


ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAMS 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Economic 
Development Assistance Programs’’ for eco- 
nomic adjustment assistance as authorized 
by section 209 of the Public Works and Eco- 
nomic Development Act of 1965, as amended 
(42 U.S.C. 3149), $50,000,000, to remain avail- 
able until expended: Provided, That in allo- 
cating funds provided in the previous pro- 
viso, the Secretary of Commerce shall give 
priority consideration to areas of the Nation 
that have experienced sudden and severe eco- 
nomic dislocation and job loss due to cor- 
porate restructuring. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
UNITED STATES MARSHALS SERVICE 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Salaries 
and Expenses’’, $50,000,000, for the United 
States Marshals Service, to implement and 
enforce the Adam Walsh Child Protection 
and Safety Act (Public Law 109-248) to appre- 
hend non-compliant sex offenders. 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For an additional amount for 
and Expenses’’, $75,000,000. 

OFFICE OF JUSTICE PROGRAMS 


STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT 
ASSISTANCE 


For an additional amount for “State and 
Local Law Enforcement Assistance" Edward 
Byrne Memorial Justice Assistance Grant 
program as authorized by subpart 1 of part E 
of title I of the Omnibus Crime Control and 
Safe Street Act of 1968 (‘‘1968 Act”), (except 
that section 1001(c), and the special rules for 
Puerto Rico under section 505(g), of the 1968 
Act, shall not apply for purposes of this Act), 
$490,000,000. 

For an additional amount for “State and 
Local Law Enforcement Assistance", 
$100,000,000, for competitive grants to provide 
assistance and equipment to local law en- 
forcement along the Southern border and in 
High-Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas to 
combat criminal narcotic activity stemming 
from the Southern border, of which 
$15,000,000 shall be transferred to the “Ви- 
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Ex- 
plosives”, ‘‘Salaries and Expenses" for the 
ATF Project Gunrunner. 

COMMUNITY ORIENTED POLICING SERVICES 

For additional amount for Community 
Oriented Policing Services’’, for grants under 
section 1701 of title I of the 1968 Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act (42 
U.S.C. 379dd) for hiring and rehiring of addi- 
tional career law enforcement officers under 
part Q of such title notwithstanding sub- 
section (i) of such section, $500,000,000. 

SCIENCE 


NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE 
ADMINISTRATION 
RETURN TO FLIGHT 
For necessary expenses, not otherwise pro- 
vided for, in carrying out return to flight ac- 
tivities associated with the space shuttle and 
activities from which funds were transferred 
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to accommodate return to flight activities, 
$400,000,000, with such sums as determined by 
the Administrator of the National Aero- 
nautics and Space Administration as avail- 
able for transfer to Science", “Аего- 
nautics", "Exploration", and “расе Oper- 
ations” for restoration of funds previously 
reallocated to meet return to flight activi- 
ties. 


RELATED AGENCY 
LEGAL SERVICES CORPORATION 


PAYMENT TO THE LEGAL SERVICES 
CORPORATION 


For an additional amount for “Payment to 
the Legal Services Corporation”, $37,500,000, 
to provide legal assistance related to home 
ownership preservation, home foreclosure 
prevention, and tenancy associated fore- 
closure: Provided, That each limitation on 
expenditures, and each term or condition, 
that applies to funds appropriated to the 
Legal Services Corporation under the Con- 
Solidated Appropriations Act of 2008 (Public 
Law 110-61), shall apply to funds appro- 
priated under this Act: Provided further, 'That 
priority shall be given to entities and indi- 
viduals that (1) provide legal assistance in 
the 100 metropolitan statistical areas (as de- 
fined by the Director of the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget) with the highest home 
foreclosure rates; and (2) have the capacity 
to begin using the funds within 90 days of re- 
ceipt of the funds. 


CHAPTER 3 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE—CIVIL 
DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
CORPS OF ENGINEERS— CIVIL 
CONSTRUCTION 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc- 
tion" for expenses necessary for the con- 
struction of river and harbor, flood and 
storm damage reduction, shore protection, 
aquatic ecosystem restoration, and related 
projects authorized by law, $400,000,000, to re- 
main available until expended: Provided, 
That not less than $100,000,000 of the funds 
provided shall be for environmental infra- 
structure assistance: Provided further, That 
not less than $75,000,000 of the funds provided 
Shall be for rehabilitation of Corps of Engi- 
neers owned or operated hydropower infra- 
Structure: Provided further, That 33 U.S.C. 
2221 shall not apply to funds provided in this 
Act: Provided further, That notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, funds provided in 
this Act shall not be cost shared with the In- 
land Waterways Trust Fund as authorized in 
Public Law 99-662: Provided further, That 
funds provided in this Act may only be used 
for programs, projects or activities pre- 
viously funded: Provided further, That funds 
provided in this Act shall be used for ele- 
ments of projects, programs or activities 
that can be completed within these funding 
amounts and shall not create budgetary obli- 
gations in future fiscal years: Provided fur- 
ther, That the Secretary of the Army shall 
submit a report to the House and Senate Ap- 
propriations Committees within 45 days of 
enactment of this Act, specifying the 
projects, programs or activities that are to 
be funded with these supplemental funds: 
Provided further, That these funds must be 
obligated no later than December 31, 2010. 


OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Operation 
and Maintenance" for expenses necessary for 
the operation, maintenance, and care of ex- 
isting river and harbor, flood and storm dam- 
age reduction, aquatic ecosystem restora- 
tion, and related projects authorized by law, 
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and for surveys and charting of northern and 
northwestern lakes and connecting waters, 
clearing and straightening channels, and re- 
moval of  obstructions to navigation, 
$500,000,000, to remain available until ex- 
pended, of which such sums as are necessary 
to cover the Federal share of operation and 
maintenance costs for coastal harbors and 
channels, and inland harbors shall be derived 
from the Harbor Maintenance Trust Fund, 
pursuant to Public Law 99-662; and of which 
Such sums as become available under section 
217 of the Water Resources Development Act 
of 1996, Public Law 104-303, shall be used to 
cover the cost of operation and maintenance 
of the dredged material disposal facilities for 
which fees have been collected: Provided, 
That not less than $150,000,000 of the funds 
provided shall be used for dredging any au- 
thorized inland and coastal waterways and 
ports to provide useful navigable widths and 
depths: Provided further, That not less than 
$25,000,000 of the funds provided shall be used 
for rehabilitation of public use areas at 
Corps of Engineers projects and facilities: 
Provided further, That $75,000,000 of the funds 
provided shall be used for maintenance ac- 
tivities for Corps of Engineers owned or oper- 
ated hydropower infrastructure: Provided fur- 
ther, That funds provided in this Act may 
only be used for programs, projects or activi- 
ties previously funded: Provided further, That 
funds provided in this Act shall be used for 
elements of projects, programs or activities 
that can be completed within these funding 
amounts and shall not create budgetary obli- 
gations in future fiscal years: Provided fur- 
ther, That the Secretary of the Army shall 
submit a report to the House and Senate Ap- 
propriations Committees within 45 days of 
enactment of this Act, specifying the 
projects, programs or activities that are to 
be funded with these supplemental funds: 
Provided further, That these funds must be 
obligated no later than December 31, 2010. 


MISSISSIPPI RIVER AND TRIBUTARIES 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Mississippi 
River and Tributaries”? for expenses nec- 
essary for the flood damage reduction pro- 
gram for the Mississippi River alluvial val- 
ley below Cape Girardeau, Missouri, as au- 
thorized by law, $100,000,000, to remain avail- 
able until expended, of which such sums as 
are necessary to cover the Federal share of 
operation and maintenance costs for inland 
harbors shall be derived from the Harbor 
Maintenance Trust Fund, pursuant to Public 
Law 99-662: Provided, That not less than 
$75,000,000 of the funds provided shall be uti- 
lized for flood control, ecosystem restora- 
tion, and backlog maintenance of facilities 
along the tributaries of the mainstem of the 
river eligible under this account: Provided 
further, That funds provided in this Act may 
only be used for programs, projects or activi- 
ties previously funded in Acts making appro- 
priations for Energy and Water Develop- 
ment: Provided further, That funds provided 
in this Act shall be used for elements of 
projects, programs or activities that can be 
completed within these funding amounts and 
shall not create budgetary obligations in fu- 
ture fiscal years: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of the Army shall submit a report 
to the House and Senate Appropriations 
Committees within 45 days of enactment of 
this Act, specifying the projects, programs 
or activities that are to be funded with these 
supplemental funds: Provided further, That 
these funds must be obligated no later than 
December 31, 2010. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION 
WATER AND RELATED RESOURCES 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Water and 
Related Resources" for management, devel- 
opment, and restoration of water and related 
natural resources and for related activities, 
including the operation, maintenance, and 
rehabilitation and modification of reclama- 
tion and other facilities, including improve- 
ments or modification to provide environ- 
mental benefit, participation in fulfilling re- 
lated Federal responsibilities to Native 
Americans, and related grants to, and coop- 
erative and other agreements with, State 
and local governments, federally recognized 
Indian tribes, and others, $200,000,000, to re- 
main available until expended: Provided, 
That not less than $50,000,000 of the funds 
provided under this heading shall be used for 
rural water projects and these funds should 
be concentrated on water intake and treat- 
ment facilities: Provided further, That not 
less than $5,000,000 of the funds provided 
under this heading shall be used for a bu- 
reauwide program for inspection of canals in 
urbanized areas: Provided further, That not 
less than $45,000,000 of the funds provided 
under this heading shall be used for water 
reclamation and reuse projects: Provided fur- 
ther, That not less than $15,000,000 of the 
funds provided under this heading shall be 
for maintenance and rehabilitation of Bu- 
reau of Reclamation owned or operated hy- 
dropower infrastructure: Provided further, 
That funds provided in this Act may only be 
used for programs, projects or activities pre- 
viously funded: Provided further, That funds 
provided in this Act shall be used for ele- 
ments of projects, programs or activities 
that can be completed within these funding 
amounts and shall not create budgetary obli- 
gations in future fiscal years: Provided fur- 
ther, That the Secretary of the Interior shall 
submit a report to the House and Senate Ap- 
propriations Committees within 45 days of 
enactment of this Act, specifying the 
projects, programs or activities that are to 
be funded with these supplemental funds: 
Provided further, That these funds must be 
obligated no later than December 31, 2010. 


DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY AND RENEWABLE ENERGY 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Energy Effi- 
ciency and Renewable Energy”, $1,800,000,000, 
to remain available until expended: Provided, 
That of the funds appropriated, $500,000,000 is 
directed to the Weatherization Assistance 
Program: Provided further, That of the funds 
appropriated, not less than $300,000,000 is di- 
rected to advance battery technology re- 
search, development, and demonstration: 
Provided further, That of the funds appro- 
priated, $500,000,000 is directed to competi- 
tively awarded local government and tribal 
technology demonstration grants. 


ELECTRICITY DELIVERY AND ENERGY 
RELIABILITY 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Electricity 
Delivery and Energy Reliability", 
$140,000,000, to remain available until ex- 
pended: Provided, That funds shall be avail- 
able for expenses related to smart grid tech- 
nologies, critical energy facility process op- 
eration systems, and cyber security of con- 
trol systems. 


NON-DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Non-De- 
fense Environmental Cleanup", $150,000,000, 
to remain available until expended. 
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URANIUM ENRICHMENT DECONTAMINATION AND 
DECOMMISSIONING FUND 

For an additional amount for “Uranium 
Enrichment Decontamination and Decom- 
missioning Fund", $170,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

SCIENCE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Science’’, 
$175,000,000, to remain available until ex- 
pended. 

ADVANCED BATTERY LOAN GUARANTEE 
PROGRAM 

For the cost of guaranteed loans as author- 
ized by section 135 of the Energy Independ- 
ence and Security Act of 2007 (Public Law 
110-140; 42 U.S.C. 17012), $1,000,000,000, to re- 
main available until expended: Provided, 
That of such amount, $5,000,000 shall be used 
for administrative expenses in carrying out 
the guaranteed loan program. 

ATOMIC ENERGY DEFENSE ACTIVITIES 
NATIONAL NUCLEAR SECURITY 
ADMINISTRATION 
WEAPONS ACTIVITIES 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Weapons 
Activities", $100,000,000, to remain available 
until expended. 

ENVIRONMENTAL AND OTHER DEFENSE 
ACTIVITIES 
DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL CLEANUP 

For an additional amount for Defense En- 
vironmental Cleanup", $800,000,000, to remain 
available until expended. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS CHAPTER 

SEC. 1301. FUTUREGEN. (a) Subject to sub- 
Section (b), the Secretary of Energy shall re- 
instate and continue— 

(1) the cooperative agreement numbered 
DE-FC-26-06NT42073 (as in effect on May 15, 
2008); and 

(2) Budget Period 1, under such agreement, 
through July 31, 2009. 

(b) During the period beginning on the date 
of enactment of this Act and ending March 
31, 2009— 

(1) The agreement described in subsection 
(a) may not be terminated except by the mu- 
tual consent of the parties to the agreement; 
and 

(2) Funds may be expended under the 
agreement only to complete and provide in- 
formation and documentation to the Depart- 
ment of Energy. 

SEC. 1302. Section 1222(g) of the Energy 
Policy Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-58; 42 
U.S.C. 16421) is amended ру striking 
“*$100,000,000’’ and inserting ‘‘$2,500,000,000’’. 

CHAPTER 4 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 
OFFICE OF INSPECTOR GENERAL 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For an additional amount for “Salaries 
and Expenses’’, $10,550,000, to carry out the 
provisions of the Inspector General Act of 
1978, including material loss reviews in con- 
junction with bank failures. 

COMMODITY FUTURES TRADING 
COMMISSION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For an additional amount to carry out the 
provisions of the Commodity Exchange Act 
(7 U.S.C. 1 et seq.), $13,100,000, of which 
$8,000,000 shall remain available until Sep- 
tember 30, 2010. 

GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 

REAL PROPERTY ACTIVITIES 
FEDERAL BUILDINGS FUND 
(LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY) 

For an additional amount to be deposited 

in the Federal Buildings Fund, $547,639,000, to 
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be used by the Administrator of General 
Services for GSA real property activities; of 
which $201,000,000 shall be used for construc- 
tion, repair and alteration of border inspec- 
tion facility projects for any previously 
funded or authorized prospectus level 
project, for which additional funding is re- 
quired, to expire on September 30, 2009 and 
remain in the Federal Buildings Fund except 
for funds for projects as to which funds for 
design or other funds have been obligated in 
whole or in part prior to such date; and of 
which $346,639,000 shall be used for the devel- 
opment and construction of the St. Eliza- 
beths campus in the District of Columbia, to 
remain available until expended and remain 
in the Federal Buildings Fund except for 
funds for projects as to which funds for de- 
sign or other funds have been obligated in 
whole or in part prior to such date: Provided, 
That each of the foregoing limits of costs on 
new construction projects may be exceeded 
to the extent that savings are effected in 
other such projects, but not to exceed 10 per- 
cent of the amounts provided unless advance 
approval is obtained from the Committees on 
Appropriations of a greater amount. 
SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For an additional amount to be available 
until September 30, 2010, $4,000,000 for mar- 
keting, management, and technical assist- 
ance under section 7(m)(4) of the Small Busi- 
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(m)(4)) by inter- 
mediaries that make microloans under the 
Microloan program. 

For an additional amount to be available 
until September 30, 2010, $15,000,000 for lender 
oversight activities as authorized under sec- 
tion 1401(c) of this Act. 

BUSINESS LOANS PROGRAM ACCOUNT 

For an additional amount for the cost of 
direct loans, $1,000,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2010; and for an addi- 
tional amount for the cost of guaranteed 
loans, $615,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2010: Provided, That of the 
amount for the cost of guaranteed loans, 
$515,000,000 shall be for loan subsidies and 
loan modifications for loans to small busi- 
ness concerns authorized under section 
1401(а) of this Act; and $100,000,000 shall be 
for loan subsidies and loan modifications for 
loans to small business concerns authorized 
under section 1401(b) of this Act: Provided 
further, That such costs, including the cost 
of modifying such loans, shall be as defined 
in section 502 of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974. 

ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS—SMALL 
BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 

SEC. 1401. ECONOMIC STIMULUS FOR SMALL 
BUSINESS CONCERNS. (a) TEMPORARY FEE 
ELIMINATION FOR THE 7(А) LOAN PROGRAM.— 
Until September 30, 2010, and to the extent 
the cost of such elimination of fees is offset 
by appropriations, with respect to each loan 
guaranteed under section 7(a) of Small Busi- 
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)) for which the ap- 
plication is approved on or after the date of 
enactment of this Act, the Administrator 
shall— 

(1) in lieu of the fee otherwise applicable 
under section 7(a)(23)(A) of the Small Busi- 
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)(23)(A)), collect no 
fee; and 

(2) in lieu of the fee otherwise applicable 
under section 7(a)(18)(A) of the Small Busi- 
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)(18)(A)), collect no 
fee. 

(b) TEMPORARY FEE ELIMINATION FOR THE 
504 LOAN PROGRAM.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Until September 30, 2010, 
and to the extent the cost of such elimi- 
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nation in fees is offset by appropriations, 
with respect to each project or loan guaran- 
teed by the Administrator under title V of 
the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
(15 U.S.C. 695 et seq.) for which the applica- 
tion is approved or pending approval on or 
after the date of enactment of this Act— 

(A) the Administrator shall, in lieu of the 
fee otherwise applicable under section 
503(d)(2) of the Small Business Investment 
Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 697(d)(2)) for an institu- 
tion described in subclause (I), (II), or (III) of 
section 502(3)(В)(1) of that Act (15 U.S.C. 
696(3)(B)(i)), collect no fee; 

(B) a development company shall, in lieu of 
the mandatory 0.625 servicing fee under sec- 
tion 120.971(a)(3) of title 18, Code of Federal 
Regulations (relating to fees paid by bor- 
rowers), or any successor thereto, collect no 
fee; and 

(C) the Administrator shall, in lieu of the 
fee otherwise applicable under section 
503(d)(3) of the Small Business Investment 
Act (15 U.S.C. 697(d)(3)), collect no fee. 

(2) REIMBURSEMENT FOR WAIVED FEES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—To the extent the cost of 
such payments is offset by appropriations, 
the Administrator shall reimburse each de- 
velopment company that does not collect a 
servicing fee pursuant to paragraph (1)(B). 

(B) AMOUNT.—The payment to a develop- 
ment company under subparagraph (A) shall 
be in an amount equal to 0.5 percent of the 
outstanding principal balance of any guaran- 
teed debenture for which the development 
company does not collect a servicing fee pur- 
suant to paragraph (1)(B). 

(c) TEMPORARY FEE ELIMINATION OF LENDER 
OVERSIGHT FEES.—Until September 30, 2010, 
and to the extent the cost of such elimi- 
nation in fees is offset by appropriations, the 
Administrator shall, in lieu of the fee other- 
wise applicable under section 5(b)(14) of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 634(b)(14)), col- 
lect no fee. 

(d) TECHNICAL CORRECTION.—Section 7(a) of 
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)) is 
amended by redesignating paragraph (32) re- 
lating to an increased veteran participation 
pilot program, as added by section 208 of the 
Military Reservist and Veteran Small Busi- 
ness Reauthorization and Opportunity Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110-186; 122 Stat. 631), as 
paragraph (33). 

(e) APPLICATION OF FEE ELIMINATIONS.— The 
Administrator shall eliminate fees under 
subsections (a), (b), and (c) until the amount 
provided for such purposes, as applicable, 
under the headings ‘‘Salaries and Expenses" 
and ‘‘Business Loans Program Account” 
under the heading ‘‘Small Business Adminis- 
tration" under this Act are expended. 

(£f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 

(1) the terms "Administration" and ‘‘Ad- 
ministrator" mean the Small Business Ad- 
ministration and the Administrator thereof, 
respectively; and 

(2) the term ‘‘small business concern" has 
the same meaning as in section 3 of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632). 

SEC. 1402. None of the funds made available 
under this Act or any other appropriations 
Act for any fiscal year may be used by the 
Small Business Administration to imple- 
ment the rule relating to women-owned 
small business Federal contract assistance 
procedures published in the Federal Register 
on October 1, 2008 (73 Fed. Reg. 56940 et seq.). 

CHAPTER 5 
DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY 
U.S. CUSTOMS AND BORDER PROTECTION 
BORDER SECURITY, FENCING, INFRASTRUCTURE, 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Border Se- 
curity, Fencing, Infrastructure, and Tech- 
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nology”, $303,000,000, to remain available 
until expended; of which not less that 
$215,000,000 shall be for development and de- 
ployment of border security technology on 
the Southwest border; and of which not less 
than $88,000,000 shall be for procurement and 
deployment of tactical communications 
equipment and land mobile radios for the 
U.S. Border Patrol. 
CONSTRUCTION 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc- 
tion", $100,000,000, to remain available until 
expended, to repair and construct inspection 
facilities at land border ports of entry. 

TRANSPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATION 
AVIATION SECURITY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Aviation 
Security", $500,000,000, to remain available 
until expended; of which $300,000,000 shall be 
for procurement and installation of checked 
baggage explosives detection systems; and of 
which $200,000,000 shall be for checkpoint ex- 
plosives detection equipment: Provided, That 
no later than 90 days after the date of enact- 
ment of this Act, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security shall provide the Committees on 
Appropriations of the Senate and the House 
of Representatives a plan for the expenditure 
of these funds. 

CoAST GUARD 


ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, AND 


IMPROVEMENTS 
For an additional amount for ‘‘Acquisition, 
Construction, and Improvements", 


$1,220,000,000, to remain available until ex- 
pended; of which $925,000,000 shall be for the 
acquisition of à new polar icebreaker or for 
necessary expenses related to the service life 
extension of existing Coast Guard polar ice- 
breakers; of which $150,000,000 shall be for 
the National Security Cutter program; and 
of which $145,000,000 shall be for shore facili- 
ties and aids to navigation facilities: Pro- 
vided, That no later than 90 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security shall provide the Com- 
mittees on Appropriations of the Senate and 
the House of Representatives а plan for the 
expenditure of these funds. 
ALTERATION OF BRIDGES 

For an additional amount for alteration or 
removal of obstructive bridges, as authorized 
by section 6 of the Truman-Hobbs Act (38 
U.S.C. 516), $90,000,000, to remain available 
until expended: Provided, That no later than 
90 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, the Secretary of Homeland Security 
Shall provide the Committees on Appropria- 
tions of the Senate and the House of Rep- 
resentatives an expenditure plan detailing 
how the Coast Guard will allocate the addi- 
tional funds appropriated under this heading 
for bridges ready to proceed to construction. 

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY 
DISASTER ASSISTANCE DIRECT LOAN PROGRAM 

ACCOUNT 

Notwithstanding section 417(b) of the Rob- 
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer- 
gency Assistance Act, the amount of any 
such loan issued pursuant to this section for 
major disasters occurring in calendar year 
2008 may exceed $5,000,000, and may be equal 
to not more than 50 percent of the annual op- 
erating budget of the local government in 
any case in which that local government has 
suffered а loss of 25 percent or more in tax 
revenues. 

FEDERAL LAW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING 
CENTER 
ACQUISITION, CONSTRUCTION, IMPROVEMENTS, 
AND RELATED EXPENSES 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Acquisition, 

Construction, Improvements, and Related 
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Expenses", $9,000,000, to remain available 
until expended, for security upgrades to the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center's 
border-related training facilities. 


CHAPTER 6 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT 
CONSTRUCTION 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc- 
tion", $147,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2010, of which $114,000,000 shall 
be for deferred maintenance projects, includ- 
ing the repair of earthen dams; of which 
$15,000,000 shall be for restoration and reha- 
bilitation of trails; and of which $18,000,000 
Shall be for remediation of abandoned mine 
sites: Provided, That the Secretary shall uti- 
lize to the maximum extent possible the 
Public Land Corps, the Youth Conservation 
Corps, and other related partnerships with 
State, local, tribal or nonprofit groups that 
serve young adults. 


UNITED STATES FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
CONSTRUCTION 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc- 
tion", $88,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2010, for refuge and hatchery 
deferred maintenance projects: Provided, 
That the Secretary shall utilize to the max- 
imum extent possible the Public Land Corps, 
the Youth Conservation Corps, and other re- 
lated partnerships with State, local, tribal or 
nonprofit groups that serve young adults. 


NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
CONSTRUCTION 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc- 
tion", $105,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2010, of which $45,000,000 shall 
be for deferred maintenance projects; of 
which $45,000,000 shall be for restoration and 
rehabilitation of trails; and of which 
$15,000,000 shall be for remediation of aban- 
doned mine sites: Provided, That the Sec- 
retary shall utilize to the maximum extent 
possible the Public Land Corps, the Youth 
Conservation Corps, and other related part- 
nerships with State, local, tribal or non- 
profit groups that serve young adults. 


UNITED STATES GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 
SURVEYS, INVESTIGATIONS, AND RESEARCH 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Surveys, In- 
vestigations, and Research", $84,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2010, for 
repair and restoration of facilities and other 
deferred maintenance projects. 


BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
CONSTRUCTION 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Construc- 
tion’’, $200,000,000, to remain available until 
September 30, 2010, for repair and restoration 
of bureau-operated facilities and other de- 
ferred maintenance projects. 


ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
STATE AND TRIBAL ASSISTANCE GRANTS 


For an additional amount for “бабе and 
Tribal Assistance Grants’’, $2,500,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, of which 
$1,750,000,000 shall be for making capitaliza- 
tion grants for the Clean Water State Re- 
volving Funds under title VI of the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act, as amended; 
and of which $750,000,000 shall be for making 
capitalization grants for the Drinking Water 
State Revolving Funds under section 1452 of 
the Safe Drinking Water Act, as amended: 
Provided, That none of these funds shall be 
subject to State matching requirements: 
Provided further, That of the amount made 
available for the Clean Water State Revolv- 
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ing Fund, not to exceed 1.5 percent may be 
set aside for grants to tribes pursuant to sec- 
tion 518(c) of the Federal Water Pollution 
Water Control Act. 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
FOREST SERVICE 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Capital Im- 
provement and Maintenance’’, $425,000,000, to 
remain available until September 30, 2010, for 
deferred maintenance projects, which may 
include remediation of abandoned mine sites: 
Provided, That the Secretary shall utilize to 
the maximum extent possible the Public 
Land Corps, the Youth Conservation Corps, 
and other related partnerships with State, 
local, tribal or nonprofit groups that serve 
young adults. 

SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION 
FACILITIES CAPITAL 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Facilities 
Capital’’, $98,500,000, to remain available 
until September 30, 2010, for deferred mainte- 
nance projects. 

GENERAL PROVISION—THIS CHAPTER 


SEC. 1601. Notwithstanding any other pro- 
vision of law, including section 152 of divi- 
sion A of H.R. 2638 (110th Congress), the Con- 
solidated Security, Disaster Assistance, and 
Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009, the 
terms and conditions contained in section 
433 of division F of Public Law 110-161 shall 
remain in effect for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2009. 


CHAPTER 7 
DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING ADMINISTRATION 
TRAINING AND EMPLOYMENT SERVICES 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Training 
and Employment Services" under the Em- 
ployment and Training Administration, 
$600,000,000, for youth activities and dis- 
located worker activities authorized by the 
Workforce Investment Act of 1998 (“WIA”): 
Provided, That $300,000,000 shall be for youth 
activities and available through June 30, 
2009: Provided further, That $300,000,000 shall 
be for dislocated worker employment and 
training activities and available for the pe- 
riod July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009: Pro- 
vided further, That no portion of funds avail- 
able under this heading in this Act shall be 
reserved to carry out section 127(b)(1)(A), 
section 128(a), or section 133(a) of the WIA: 
Provided further, That the work readiness 
performance indicator described in section 
136(0)(2)(А )(11)(1) of the WIA shall be the only 
measure of performance used to assess the 
effectiveness of the youth activities, and 
that the performance indicators in section 
186(b)(2)(A)(i) of the WIA shall be the meas- 
ures of performance used to assess the effec- 
tiveness of the dislocated worker activities 
funded with such funds: Provided further, 
That, notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, additional funds for youth activities 
provided by this Act shall be allotted as if 
the total amount of funding available for 
youth activities in program year 2008 is less 
than $1,000,000,000. 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN 

SERVICES 
CENTERS FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND 
PREVENTION 

DISEASE CONTROL, RESEARCH, AND TRAINING 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Disease 
Control, Research, and Training", $46,000,000, 
of which $20,000,000 shall be to continue and 
expand investigations to determine the root 
causes of disease clusters, including but not 
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limited to polycythemia vera clusters; of 
which $21,000,000 shall be for the prevention 
of and response to medical errors including 
research, education and outreach activities; 
and of which $5,000,000 shall be for respond- 
ing to outbreaks of communicable diseases 
related to the re-use of syringes in out- 
patient clinics, including reimbursement of 
local health departments for testing and ge- 
netic sequencing of persons potentially ex- 
posed. 

NATIONAL INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 
(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 


For an additional amount for *'Office of the 
Director", $1,000,000,000, which shall be trans- 
ferred to the Institutes and Centers of the 
National Institutes of Health and to the 
Common Fund established under section 
402А(с)(1) of the Public Health Service Act in 
proportion to the appropriations otherwise 
made to such Institutes, Centers, and Com- 
mon Fund for fiscal year 2008: Provided, That 
funds shall be used to support additional sci- 
entific research and be available for the 
same purposes as the appropriation or fund 
to which transferred: Provided further, That 
this transfer authority is in addition to any 
other transfer authority available to the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health: Provided further, 
That none of these funds may be transferred 
to “National Institutes of Health—Buildings 
and Facilities", the Center for Scientific Re- 
view, the Center for Information Tech- 
nology, the Clinical Center, the Global Fund 
for HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria, or 
the Office of the Director (except for the 
transfer to the Common Fund). 
ADMINISTRATION FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVICES PROGRAMS 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Children 
and Families Services Programs" for car- 
rying out activities under sections 674 
through 679 of the Community Services 
Block Grant Act, $200,000,000, of which no 
part shall be subject to paragraph (3) of sec- 
tion 674(b) of such Act. 

ADMINISTRATION ON AGING 
AGING SERVICES PROGRAMS 


For an additional amount for ‘‘Aging Serv- 
ices Programs", $60,000,000, of which 
$40,750,000 shall be for Congregate Nutrition 
Services and $19,250,000 shall be for Home-De- 
livered Nutrition Services. 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY 


PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES 
EMERGENCY FUND 


(INCLUDING TRANSFER OF FUNDS) 


For an additional amount for the ‘‘Public 
Health and Social Services Emergency 
Fund" to support activities related to coun- 
tering potential biological, nuclear, radio- 
logical and chemical threats to civilian pop- 
ulations, and for other public health emer- 
gencies, $542,000,000: Provided, That 
$473,000,000 is for advanced research and de- 
velopment of medical countermeasures and 
ancillary products: Provided further, That 
$50,000,000 is available to support the deliv- 
ery of medical countermeasures, of which up 
to $20,000,000 may be made available to the 
United States Postal Service to support such 
delivery. 

For an additional amount for the ‘‘Public 
Health and Social Services Emergency 
Fund" to prepare for and respond to an influ- 
enza pandemic, $363,000,000, for activities in- 
cluding the development and purchase of 
vaccine, antivirals, necessary medical sup- 
plies, diagnostics, and other surveillance 
tools: Provided, That products purchased 
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with these funds may, at the discretion of 
the Secretary, be deposited in the Strategic 
National Stockpile: Provided further, That 
notwithstanding section 496(b) of the Public 
Health Service Act, funds may be used for 
the construction or renovation of privately 
owned facilities for the production of pan- 
demic influenza vaccines and other biologics, 
where the Secretary finds such a contract 
necessary to secure sufficient supplies of 
such vaccines or biologics: Provided further, 
That funds appropriated herein may be 
transferred to other appropriation accounts 
of the Department of Health and Human 
Services, as determined by the Secretary to 
be appropriate, to be used for the purposes 
specified in this sentence. 
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 


For carrying out section 1702 of this Act, 
$2,500,000,000, which shall be available for ob- 
ligation from July 1, 2008 through September 
30, 2009. 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS 


For an additional amount for ‘‘School Im- 
provement Programs", $36,000,000, for car- 
rying out activities authorized by subtitle B 
of title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act: Provided, That the Secretary 
shall make such funds available on a com- 
petitive basis to local educational agencies 
that demonstrate a high need for such assist- 
ance. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS CHAPTER 


SEC. 1701. REPORT ON THE IMPACT OF PAST 
AND FUTURE MINIMUM WAGE INCREASES. (а) IN 
GENERAL.—Section 8104 of the U.S. Troop 
Readiness, Veterans' Care, Katrina Recov- 
ery, and Iraq Accountability Appropriations 
Act, 2007 (Public Law 110-28; 121 Stat. 189) is 
amended to read as follows: 

*SEC. 8104. REPORT ON THE IMPACT OF PAST 
AND FUTURE MINIMUM WAGE IN- 
CREASES. 

(а) STUDY.—Beginning on the date that is 
60 days after the date of enactment of this 
Act, and every year thereafter until the min- 
imum wage in the respective territory is 
$7.25 per hour, the Government Account- 
ability Office shall conduct a study to— 

*(1) assess the impact of the minimum 
wage increases that occurred in American 
Samoa and the Commonwealth of the North- 
ern Mariana Islands in 2007 and 2008, as re- 
quired under Public Law 110-28, on the rates 
of employment and the living standards of 
workers, with full consideration of the other 
factors that impact rates of employment and 
the living standards of workers such as infla- 
tion in the cost of food, energy, and other 
commodities; and 

*(2) estimate the impact of any further 
wage increases on rates of employment and 
the living standards of workers in American 
Samoa and the Commonwealth of the North- 
ern Mariana Islands, with full consideration 
of the other factors that may impact the 
rates of employment and the living stand- 
ards of workers, including assessing how the 
profitability of major private sector firms 
may be impacted by wage increases in com- 
parison to other factors such as energy costs 
and the value of tax benefits. 

*(b) REPORT.—No earlier than March 15, 
2009, and not later than April 15, 2009, the 
Government Accountability Office shall 
transmit its first report to Congress con- 
cerning the findings of the study required 
under subsection (a). The Government Ac- 
countability Office shall transmit any subse- 
quent reports to Congress concerning the 
findings of a study required by subsection (a) 
between March 15 and April 15 of each year. 

(с) ECONOMIC INFORMATION.—To provide 
sufficient economic data for the conduct of 
the study under subsection (a)— 
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**(1) the Department of Labor shall include 
and separately report on American Samoa 
and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar- 
iana Islands in its household surveys and es- 
tablishment surveys; 

*(2) the Bureau of Economic Analysis of 
the Department of Commerce shall include 
and separately report on American Samoa 
and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mar- 
iana Islands in its gross domestic product 
data; and 

*(8) the Bureau of the Census of the De- 
partment of Commerce shall include and sep- 
arately report on American Samoa and the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is- 
lands in its population estimates and demo- 
graphic profiles from the American Commu- 
nity Survey, 
with the same regularity and to the same ex- 
tent as the Department or each Bureau col- 
lects and reports such data for the 50 States. 
In the event that the inclusion of American 
Samoa and the Commonwealth of the North- 
ern Mariana Islands in such surveys and data 
compilations requires time to structure and 
implement, the Department of Labor, the 
Bureau of Economic Analysis, and the Bu- 
reau of the Census (as the case may be) shall 
in the interim annually report the best 
available data that can feasibly be secured 
with respect to such territories. Such in- 
terim reports shall describe the steps the De- 
partment or the respective Bureau will take 
to improve future data collection in the ter- 
ritories to achieve comparability with the 
data collected in the United States. The De- 
partment of Labor, the Bureau of Economic 
Analysis, and the Bureau of the Census, to- 
gether with the Department of the Interior, 
Shall coordinate their efforts to achieve such 
improvements.". 

(b) EFFECTIVE DaATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 1702. GRANTS FOR SCHOOL RENOVATION. 
(а) ALLOCATION OF FUNDS.— 

(1) RESERVATION.—From the funds appro- 
priated to carry out this section for a fiscal 
year, the Secretary shall reserve 1 percent to 
provide assistance under this section to the 
outlying areas and for payments to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to provide assistance 
consistent with this section to schools fund- 
ed by the Bureau of Indian Education. Funds 
reserved under this subsection shall be dis- 
tributed by the Secretary among the out- 
lying areas and the Secretary of the Interior 
on the basis of their relative need, as deter- 
mined by the Secretary, in accordance with 
the purposes of this section. 

(2) ALLOCATION TO STATE EDUCATIONAL 
AGENCIES.—After making the reservation de- 
Scribed in paragraph (1), from the remainder 
of the appropriated funds described in para- 
graph (1) the Secretary shall allocate to 
each State educational agency serving a 
State an amount that bears the same rela- 
tion to the remainder for the fiscal year as 
the amount the State received under part A 
of title I of such Act for fiscal year 2008 bears 
to the amount all States received under such 
part for fiscal year 2008, except that no such 
State educational agency shall receive less 
than 0.5 percent of the amount allocated 
under this paragraph. 

(b) WITHIN-STATE ALLOCATIONS.— 

(1) ADMINISTRATIVE COSTS.— 

(A) STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY ADMINIS- 
TRATION.—Except as provided in subpara- 
graph (C), each State educational agency 
may reserve not more than 1 percent of its 
allocation under subsection  (a)2) or 
$1,000,000, whichever is less, for the purpose 
of administering the distribution of grants 
under this subsection. 
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(B) REQUIRED USES.— The State educational 
agency shall use à portion of the reserved 
funds to establish or support a State-level 
database of public school facility inventory, 
condition, design, and utilization. 

(C) STATE ENTITY ADMINISTRATION.—If the 
State educational agency transfers funds to 
a State entity described in paragraph (2)(A), 
the State educational agency shall transfer 
to such entity 0.75 of the amount reserved 
under this paragraph for the purpose of ad- 
ministering the distribution of grants under 
this subsection. 

(2 RESERVATION FOR COMPETITIVE SCHOOL 
REPAIR AND RENOVATION GRANTS TO LOCAL 
EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the reserva- 
tion under paragraph (1), of the funds allo- 
cated to a State educational agency under 
subsection (a)(2), the State educational agen- 
cy shall distribute 100 percent of such funds 
to local educational agencies or, if such 
State educational agency is not responsible 
for the financing of education facilities, the 
State educational agency shall transfer such 
funds to the State entity responsible for the 
financing of education facilities (referred to 
in this section as the ‘‘State entity") for dis- 
tribution by such entity to local educational 
agencies in accordance with this paragraph, 
to be used, consistent with subsection (c), for 
School repair and renovation. 

(B) COMPETITIVE GRANTS TO LOCAL EDU- 
CATIONAL AGENCIES.— The State educational 
agency or State entity shall carry out a pro- 
gram awarding grants, on a competitive 
basis, to local educational agencies for the 
purpose described in subparagraph (A). Of 
the total amount available for distribution 
to local educational agencies under this 
paragraph, the State educational agency or 
State entity, shall, in carrying out the grant 
competition— 

(i) award to high-need local educational 
agencies, in the aggregate, at least an 
amount which bears the same relationship to 
such total amount as the aggregate amount 
such high-need local educational agencies re- 
ceived under part A of title I of the Elemen- 
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 
U.S.C. 6311 et seq.) for fiscal year 2008 bears 
to the aggregate amount received for such 
fiscal year under such part by all local edu- 
cational agencies in the State; 

(ii) award to rural local educational agen- 
cies in the State, in the aggregate, at least 
an amount which bears the same relation- 
ship to such total amount as the aggregate 
amount such rural local educational agen- 
cies received under such part for fiscal year 
2008 bears to the aggregate amount received 
for such fiscal year under such part by all 
local educational agencies in the State; and 

(iii) award the remaining funds to local 
educational agencies not receiving an award 
under clause (i) or (ii), including high-need 
local educational agencies and rural local 
educational agencies that did not receive 
such an award. 

(C) CRITERIA FOR AWARDING GRANTS.—In 
awarding competitive grants under this 
paragraph, a State educational agency or 
State entity shall take into account the fol- 
lowing criteria: 

(i) PERCENTAGE OF POOR CHILDREN.—The 
percentage of poor children 5 to 17 years of 
age, inclusive, in a local educational agency. 

(ii) NEED FOR SCHOOL REPAIR AND RENOVA- 
TION.—The need of a local educational agen- 
cy for school repair and renovation, as dem- 
onstrated by the condition of the public 
school facilities of the local educational 
agency. 

(iii) FISCAL CAPACITY.—The fiscal capacity 
of a local educational agency to meet the 
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needs of the local educational agency for re- 
pair and renovation of public school facili- 
ties without assistance under this section, 
including the ability of the local educational 
agency to raise funds through the use of 
local bonding capacity and otherwise. 

(iv) CHARTER SCHOOL ACCESS TO FUNDING.— 
In the case of a local educational agency 
that proposes to fund a repair or renovation 
project for à charter school, the extent to 
which the school has access to funding for 
the project through the financing methods 
available to other public schools or local 
educational agencies in the State. 

(v) LIKELIHOOD OF MAINTAINING THE FACIL- 
ITY.—The likelihood that the local edu- 
cational agency will maintain, in good con- 
dition, any facility whose repair or renova- 
tion is assisted under this section. 

(D) MATCHING REQUIREMENT.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—A State educational agen- 
cy or State entity shall require local edu- 
cational agencies to match funds awarded 
under this subsection. 

(ii) MATCH AMOUNT.—The amount of a 

match described in clause (i) may be estab- 
lished by using a sliding scale that takes 
into account the relative poverty of the pop- 
ulation served by the local educational agen- 
cy. 
(c) RULES APPLICABLE TO SCHOOL REPAIR 
AND RENOVATION.—With respect to funds 
made available under this section that are 
used for school repair and renovation, the 
following rules shall apply: 

(1) PERMISSIBLE USES OF FUNDS.—School re- 
pair and renovation shall be limited to 1 or 
more of the following: 

(A) EMERGENCY REPAIRS OR RENOVATIONS.— 
Emergency repairs or renovations to public 
school facilities only to ensure the health 
and safety of students and staff, including— 

(i) repairing, replacing, or installing roofs, 
windows, doors, electrical wiring, plumbing 
systems, or sewage systems; 

(ii) repairing, replacing, or installing heat- 
ing, ventilation, or air conditioning systems 
(including insulation); and 

(iii) bringing public schools into compli- 
ance with fire and safety codes. 

(B) MODIFICATIONS FOR COMPLIANCE WITH 
THE AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT OF 
1990.—School facilities modifications nec- 
essary to render public school facilities ac- 
cessible in order to comply with the Ameri- 
cans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 
12101 et seq.). 

(C) MODIFICATIONS FOR COMPLIANCE WITH 
SECTION 504 OF THE REHABILITATION ACT OF 
1973.—School facilities modifications nec- 
essary to render public school facilities ac- 
cessible in order to comply with section 504 
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973 (29 U.S.C. 
794). 

(D) ASBESTOS ABATEMENT OR REMOVAL.—AS- 
bestos abatement or removal from public 
school facilities. 

(E) CHARTER SCHOOL BUILDING INFRASTRUC- 
TURE.—Renovation and repair needs related 
to the building infrastructure of а charter 
School. 

(2 IMPERMISSIBLE USES OF FUNDS.—No 
funds received under this section may be 
used for— 

(A) payment of maintenance costs in con- 
nection with any projects constructed in 
whole or part with Federal funds provided 
under this section; 

(B) the construction of new facilities; or 

(C) stadiums or other facilities primarily 
used for athletic contests or exhibitions or 
other events for which admission is charged 
to the general public. 

(3) SUPPLEMENT, NOT SUPPLANT.—Excluding 
the uses described in subparagraphs (B) and 
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(С) of paragraph (1) a local educational 
agency shall use Federal funds subject to 
this subsection only to supplement the 
amount of funds that would, in the absence 
of such Federal funds, be made available 
from non-Federal sources for school repair 
and renovation. 

(d) QUALIFIED BIDDERS; COMPETITION.— 
Each local educational agency that receives 
funds under this section shall ensure that, if 
the local educational agency carries out re- 
pair or renovation through a contract, any 
such contract process ensures the maximum 
number of qualified bidders, including small, 
minority, and women-owned businesses, 
through full and open competition. 

(e) REPORTING.— 

(1) LOCAL REPORTING.—Each local edu- 
cational agency receiving funds made avail- 
able under subsection (a)(2) shall submit a 
report to the State educational agency, at 
such time as the State educational agency 
may require, describing the use of such funds 
for school repair and renovation. 

(2) STATE REPORTING.—Each State edu- 
cational agency receiving funds made avail- 
able under subsection (a)2) shall submit to 
the Secretary, not later than December 31, 
2010, à report on the use of funds received 
under subsection (a)(2) and made available to 
local educational agencies for school repair 
and renovation. 

(f) REALLOCATION.—If à State educational 
agency does not apply for an allocation of 
funds under subsection (a)(2) for a fiscal 
year, or does not use its entire allocation for 
such fiscal year, then the Secretary may re- 
allocate the amount of the State educational 
agency's allocation (or the remainder there- 
of, as the case may be) for such fiscal year to 
the remaining State educational agencies in 
accordance with subsection (a)(2). 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec- 
tion: 

(1) CHARTER SCHOOL.—The term ‘‘charter 
School" has the meaning given the term in 
section 5210 of the Elementary and Sec- 
ondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 
72211). 

(2) HIGH-NEED LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGEN- 
cy.—The term ‘‘high-need local educational 
agency" has the meaning given the term in 
section 2102(3)(А) of such Act (20 U.S.C. 
6602(3)(A)). 

(3) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY; SECRETARY; 
STATE EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.—The terms 
“local educational agency", ‘‘Secretary’’, 
and ‘‘State educational agency" have the 
meanings given the terms in section 9101 of 
such Act (20 U.S.C. 7801). 

(4) OUTLYING AREA.—The term ‘‘outlying 
area" has the meaning given the term in sec- 
tion 1121(c) of such Act (20 U.S.C. 6331(с)). 

(5) POOR CHILDREN.—The term ‘‘poor chil- 
dren" refers to children 5 to 17 years of age, 
inclusive, who are from families with in- 
comes below the poverty line (as defined by 
the Office of Management and Budget and re- 
vised annually in accordance with section 
673(2) of the Community Services Block 
Grant Act (42 U.S.C. 9902(2)) applicable to a 
family of the size involved for the most re- 
cent fiscal year for which data satisfactory 
to the Secretary are available. 

(6) RURAL LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY.— 
The term ‘‘rural local educational agency" 
means a local educational agency that the 
State determines is located in a rural area 
using objective data and a commonly em- 
ployed definition of the term ‘‘rural’’. 

(7) STATE.—The term “State” means each 
of the several states of the United States, 
the District of Columbia, and the Common- 
wealth of Puerto Rico. 
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SEC. 1703. RESTORATION OF ACCESS TO NOMI- 
NAL DRUG PRICING FOR CERTAIN CLINICS AND 
HEALTH CENTERS. (a) IN GENERAL.—Section 
1927(c)(1)(D) of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. §1396r-8(c)(1)(D)), as added by section 
6001(d)(2) of the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 
(Public Law 109-171), is amended— 

(1) in clause (i)— 

(A) by redesignating subclause (IV) as sub- 
clause (VI); and 

(B) by inserting after subclause (III) the 
following: 

“(ТУ) An entity that— 

**(aa) is described in section 501(c)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 and exempt 
from tax under section 501(a) of such Act or 
is State-owned or operated; and 

*(bb) would be à covered entity described 
in section 340(B)(a)(4) of the Public Health 
Service Act insofar as the entity provides 
the same type of services to the same type of 
populations as a covered entity described in 
such section provides, but does not receive 
funding under a provision of law referred to 
in such section. 

(У) A public or nonprofit entity, ог an en- 
tity based at an institution of higher learn- 
ing whose primary purpose is to provide 
health care services to students of that insti- 
tution, that provides а service or services de- 
scribed under section 1001(а) of the Public 
Health Service Act.’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following 
new clause: 

“(iv) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this subparagraph shall be construed to alter 
any existing statutory or regulatory prohibi- 
tion on services with respect to an entity de- 
Scribed in subclause (IV) or (V) of clause (i), 
including the prohibition set forth in section 
1008 of the Public Health Service Act.". 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the amendment made by section 
6001(d)(2) of the Deficit Reduction Act of 
2005. 

CHAPTER 8 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 
MILITARY CONSTRUCTION, NAVY AND MARINE 
CORPS 

For an additional amount for ‘Military 
Construction, Navy and Marine Corps", 
$75,000,000, to remain available until ex- 
pended, for the planning, design, and con- 
struction of child development centers: Pro- 
vided, That notwithstanding any other provi- 
sion of law, such funds may be obligated and 
expended to carry out planning and design 
and construction not otherwise authorized 
by law: Provided further, 'That within 30 days 
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of 
the Navy shall submit to the Committees on 
Appropriations of both Houses of Congress 
an expenditure plan for funds provided under 
this heading. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, ARMY 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Family 
Housing Construction, Army”, $50,000,000, to 
remain available until expended, for military 
family housing construction and improve- 
ments: Provided, That notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, such funds may be ob- 
ligated and expended to carry out planning 
and design and construction not otherwise 
authorized by law: Provided further, That 
within 30 days of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of the Army shall submit to the 
Committees on Appropriations of both 
Houses of Congress an expenditure plan for 
funds provided under this heading. 

FAMILY HOUSING CONSTRUCTION, AIR FORCE 

For an additional amount for ‘‘Family 
Housing Construction, Air Force’’, 
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$125,000,000, to remain available until ex- 
pended, for military family housing con- 
struction and improvements: Provided, That 
notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
such funds may be obligated and expended to 
carry out planning and design and construc- 
tion not otherwise authorized by law: Pro- 
vided further, That within 30 days of enact- 
ment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air 
Force shall submit to the Committees on Ap- 
propriations of both Houses of Congress an 
expenditure plan for funds provided under 
this heading. 

GENERAL PROVISION—THIS CHAPTER 

SEC. 1801. PAYMENTS TO ELIGIBLE PERSONS 
WHO SERVED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
FORCES IN THE FAR EAST DURING WORLD WAR 
II. (а) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the fol- 
lowing findings: 

(1) The Philippine islands became a United 
States possession in 1898 when they were 
ceded from Spain following the Spanish- 
American War. 

(2) During World War II, Filipinos served in 
а, variety of units, some of which came under 
the direct control of the United States 
Armed Forces. 

(3) The regular Philippine Scouts, the new 
Philippine Scouts, the Guerilla Services, and 
more than 100,000 members of the Philippine 
Commonwealth Army were called into the 
Service of the United States Armed Forces of 
the Far East on July 26, 1941, by an executive 
order of President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

(4) Even after hostilities had ceased, war- 
time service of the new Philippine Scouts 
continued as a matter of law until the end of 
1946, and the force gradually disbanded and 
was disestablished in 1950. 

(5) Filipino veterans who were granted ben- 
efits prior to the enactment of the so-called 
Rescissions Acts of 1946 (Public Laws 79-301 
and 79-391) currently receive full benefits 
under laws administered by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs, but under section 107 of 
title 38, United States Code, the service of 
certain other Filipino veterans is deemed 
not to be active service for purposes of such 
laws. 

(6) These other Filipino veterans only re- 
ceive certain benefits under title 38, United 
States Code, and, depending on where they 
legally reside, are paid such benefit amounts 
at reduced rates. 

(7) The benefits such veterans receive in- 
clude service-connected compensation bene- 
fits paid under chapter 11 of title 38, United 
States Code, dependency indemnity com- 
pensation survivor benefits paid under chap- 
ter 18 of title 38, United States Code, and 
burial benefits under chapters 23 and 24 of 
title 38, United States Code, and such bene- 
fits are paid to beneficiaries at the rate of 
$0.50 per dollar authorized, unless they law- 
fully reside in the United States. 

(8 Dependents’ educational assistance 
under chapter 35 of title 38, United States 
Code, is also payable for the dependents of 
such veterans at the rate of $0.50 per dollar 
authorized, regardless of the veterans’ resi- 
dency. 

(b) COMPENSATION FUND.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— There is in the general 
fund of the Treasury а fund to be known as 
the “Filipino Veterans Equity Compensation 
Fund" (in this section referred to as the 
“compensation fund"). 

(2) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Subject to the 
availability of appropriations for such pur- 
pose, amounts in the compensation fund 
shall be available to the Secretary of Vet- 
erans Affairs without fiscal year limitation 
to make payments to eligible persons in ac- 
cordance with this section. 
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(c) PAYMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—During the one-year pe- 
riod beginning on the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall make a pay- 
ment to an eligible person who, during such 
period, submits to the Secretary an applica- 
tion containing such information and assur- 
ances as the Secretary may require. 

(2) PAYMENT TO SURVIVING SPOUSE.—If an 
eligible person dies during the period de- 
Scribed in paragraph (1) before payment is 
made to the eligible person under this sec- 
tion, the payment otherwise to be made to 
the eligible person under this section shall 
be made instead to the surviving spouse of 
the eligible person. 

(d) ELIGIBLE PERSONS.—An eligible person 
is any person who served— 

(1) before July 1, 1946, in the organized 
military forces of the Government of the 
Commonwealth of the Philippines, while 
such forces were in the service of the Armed 
Forces of the United States pursuant to the 
military order of the President dated July 
26, 1941, including among such military 
forces organized guerrilla forces under com- 
manders appointed, designated, or subse- 
quently recognized by the Commander in 
Chief, Southwest Pacific Area, or other com- 
petent authority in the Army of the United 
States; or 

(2) in the Philippine Scouts under section 
14 of the Armed Forces Voluntary Recruit- 
ment Act of 1945 (59 Stat. 538). 

(e) PAYMENT AMOUNTS.—Each payment 
under this section shall be— 

(1) in the case of an eligible person who is 
not a citizen of the United States, in the 
amount of $9,000; and 

(2) in the case of an eligible person who is 
а, citizen of the United States, in the amount 
of $15,000. 

(f) LIMITATION.—The Secretary may not 
make more than one payment under this sec- 
tion for each person described in subsection 
(d). 

(g) CLARIFICATION OF TREATMENT OF PAY- 
MENTS UNDER CERTAIN LAWS.—Amounts paid 
to а person under this section— 

(1) shall be treated for purposes of the in- 
ternal revenue laws of the United States as 
damages for human suffering; and 

(2) shall not be included in income or re- 
Sources for purposes of determining— 

(A) eligibility of an individual to receive 
benefits described in section 3803(с)(2)(С) of 
title 31, United States Code, or the amount 
of such benefits; or 

(B) eligibility of an individual to receive 
benefits under title II or VIII of the Social 
Security Act, or the amount of such benefits. 

(h) RELEASE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
paragraph (2), the acceptance by an eligible 
person of à payment under this section shall 
be final, and shall constitute а complete re- 
lease of any claim against the United States 
by reason of any service described in sub- 
section (d). 

(2) PAYMENT OF PREVIOUSLY AWARDED BENE- 
FITS.—Nothing in this section shall prohibit 
a person from receiving any benefit to which 
the person is entitled based on a claim for 
which benefits are awarded before the date of 
the enactment of this Act, including on а 
claim for medical care and nursing care ben- 
efits, burial benefits, and any other benefits 
to which the person is entitled by law. 

(i) RECOGNITION OF SERVICE.—The service 
of a person as described in subsection (d) is 
hereby recognized as active military service 
in the Armed Forces for purposes of, and to 
the extent provided in, this section. 

(j) REPORTS.—The Secretary shall include, 
in documents submitted to Congress by the 
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Secretary in support of the President's budg- 
et for each fiscal year in which payments are 
made from the compensation fund under this 
section, detailed information on the oper- 
ation of the compensation fund, including 
the number of applicants, the number of eli- 
gible persons receiving benefits, the amounts 
paid out of the compensation fund, and the 
administration of the compensation fund. 

(k) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary shall prescribe regulations to 
carry out this section. 

(1) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATION.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
compensation fund $198,000,000, to remain 
available until expended, to make payments 
under this section. 

CHAPTER 9 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION 
SUPPLEMENTAL DISCRETIONARY GRANTS FOR 
AIRPORT INVESTMENT 

For an additional amount for capital ex- 
penditures authorized under section 47102(3) 
of title 49, United States Code, $500,000,000: 
Provided, That the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation shall distribute funds provided under 
this heading as discretionary grants to air- 
ports that demonstrate to his or her satisfac- 
tion their ability to obligate these funds 
within 180 days of the date of such distribu- 
tion and shall serve to supplement and not 
supplant planned expenditures from airport- 
generated revenues or from other State and 
local sources on such activities: Provided fur- 
ther, That no funds provided under this head- 
ing shall be used for activities not identified 
on an airport layout plan: Provided further, 
That the Federal share payable of the costs 
for which a grant is made under this heading 
shall be 100 percent: Provided further, That 
the amount made available under this head- 
ing shall not be subject to any limitation on 
obligations for the Grants-in-Aid for Air- 
ports program set forth in any Act: Provided 
further, That projects conducted using funds 
provided under this heading must comply 
with the requirements of subchapter IV of 
chapter 31 of title 40, United States Code. 

FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION 
SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS TO STATES FOR 
FEDERAL-AID HIGHWAY INVESTMENT 

For an additional amount for restoration, 
repair, construction and other activities eli- 
gible under paragraph (b) of section 133 of 
title 23, United States Code, $10,000,000,000: 
Provided, That the Secretary of Transpor- 
tation shall transfer $2,000,000 to the Inspec- 
tor General of the Department of Transpor- 
tation for costs associated with audits and 
investigations of projects and activities car- 
ried out with funds made available to the De- 
partment of Transportation in this Act: Pro- 
vided further, That after making such trans- 
fer, the remaining funds provided under this 
heading shall be apportioned to States using 
the formula set forth in section 104(b)(3) of 
such title: Provided further, That funding pro- 
vided under this heading shall be in addition 
to any and all funds provided for fiscal years 
2008 and 2009 in any other Act for ‘‘Federal- 
aid Highways" and shall not affect the dis- 
tribution of funds provided for ‘‘Federal-aid 
Highways" in any other Act: Provided fur- 
ther, That the Secretary of Transportation 
Shall institute measures to ensure that funds 
provided under this heading shall be obli- 
gated within 180 days of the date of their ap- 
portionment: Provided further, That 180 days 
following the date of such apportionment, 
the Secretary shall withdraw and redis- 
tribute any unobligated funds utilizing what- 
ever method he or she deems appropriate to 


November 17, 2008 


ensure that all funds provided under this 
heading shall be obligated promptly: Pro- 
vided further, That the Federal share payable 
on account of any project or activity carried 
out with funds made available under this 
heading shall be 100 percent of the total cost 
thereof: Provided further, That the amount 
made available under this heading shall not 
be subject to any limitation on obligations 
for Federal-aid highways or highway safety 
construction programs set forth in any Act: 
Provided further, That projects conducted 
using funds provided under this heading 
must comply with the requirements of sub- 
chapter IV of chapter 31 of title 40, United 
States Code: Provided further, That for the 
purposes of the definition of States for this 
paragraph, sections 101(a)(32) of title 23, 
United States Code, shall apply. 
SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS TO STATES FOR FERRY 
TRANSPORTATION INVESTMENT 

For an additional amount for capital ex- 
penditures eligible under section 147 of title 
28, United States Code, $60,000,000: Provided, 
That the Secretary of Transportation shall 
distribute funds provided under this heading 
as discretionary grants to States, with the 
highest priority given to those projects that 
demonstrate to his or her satisfaction their 
ability to obligate these funds within 180 
days of the date of such distribution: Pro- 
vided further, That the Federal share payable 
of the costs for which a grant is made under 
this heading shall be 100 percent: Provided 
further, That the amount made available 
under this heading shall not be subject to 
any limitation on obligations for the Fed- 
eral-aid highways or highway safety con- 
struction programs set forth in any Act: Pro- 
vided further, That projects conducted using 
funds provided under this heading must com- 
ply with the requirements of subchapter IV 
of chapter 81 of title 40, United States Code. 

FEDERAL RAILROAD ADMINISTRATION 
SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS TO STATES FOR 
INTERCITY PASSENGER RAIL SERVICE 

For an additional amount for grants to 
States to pay for the cost of projects de- 
scribed in paragraph (2)(A) and (2)(B) of sec- 
tion 24401 and subsection (b) of section 24105 
of title 49, United States Code, $100,000,000: 
Provided, That to be eligible for assistance 
under this paragraph, the specific project 
must be on the Statewide Transportation 
Improvement Plan at the time of the appli- 
cation to qualify: Provided further, That the 
Secretary of Transportation shall give pri- 
ority to projects that demonstrate an ability 
to obligate funds within 180 days of the date 
of enactment of this Act and to projects that 
improve the safety and reliability of inter- 
city passenger trains: Provided further, That 
the Federal share payable of the costs for 
which а grant is made under this heading 
Shall be 100 percent: Provided further, That 
projects conducted using funds provided 
under this heading must comply with the re- 
quirements of subchapter IV of chapter 31 of 
title 40, United States Code. 

SUPPLEMENTAL CAPITAL GRANTS TO THE 

NATIONAL RAILROAD PASSENGER CORPORATION 

For an additional amount for the imme- 
diate investment in capital projects nec- 
essary to maintain and improve national 
intercity passenger rail service, $400,000,000: 
Provided, That funds made available under 
this heading shall be allocated directly to 
the corporation for the purpose of immediate 
investment in capital projects including the 
rehabilitation of rolling stock for the pur- 
pose of expanding passenger rail capacity: 
Provided further, that the Board of Directors 
Shall take measures to ensure that funds 
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provided under this heading shall be obli- 
gated within 180 days of the enactment of 
this Act and shall serve to supplement and 
not supplant planned expenditures for such 
activities from other Federal, State, local 
and corporate sources: Provided further, That 
said Board of Directors shall certify to the 
House and Senate Committees on Appropria- 
tions in writing their compliance with the 
preceding proviso: Provided further, That not 
more than 50 percent of the funds provided 
under this heading may be used for capital 
projects along the Northeast Corridor. 
FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION 


SUPPLEMENTAL DISCRETIONARY GRANTS FOR 
PUBLIC TRANSIT INVESTMENT 


For an additional amount for capital ex- 
penditures authorized under section 
5302(a)(1) of title 49, United States Code, 
$2,500,000,000: Provided, That the Secretary of 
Transportation shall apportion funds pro- 
vided under this heading based on the for- 
mula set forth in subsections (a) through (c) 
of section 5336 of title 49, United States Code: 
Provided further, That the Secretary shall 
take such measures necessary to ensure that 
the minimum amount of funding distributed 
under this heading to any individual transit 
authority shall not be less than $100,000: Pro- 
vided further, That the Secretary of Trans- 
portation shall institute measures to ensure 
that funds provided under this heading shall 
be obligated within 180 days of the date of 
their apportionment: Provided further, That 
180 days following the date of such appor- 
tionment, the Secretary shall withdraw and 
redistribute any unobligated funds utilizing 
whatever method he or she deems appro- 
priate to ensure that all funds provided 
under this paragraph shall be obligated 
promptly: Provided further, That the Sec- 
retary of Transportation shall make such 
funds available to pay for operating expenses 
to the extent that a transit authority dem- 
onstrates to his or her satisfaction that such 
funds are necessary to continue current serv- 
ices or expand such services to meet in- 
creased ridership: Provided further, That the 
Federal share of the costs for which a grant 
is made under this heading shall be 100 per- 
cent: Provided further, That the amount made 
available under this heading shall not be 
subject to any limitation on obligations for 
transit programs set forth in any Act: Pro- 
vided further, That the funds appropriated 
under this heading shall be subject to section 
5333(a) of title 49, United States Code but 
shall not be comingled with funds available 
under the Formula and Bus Grants account. 

MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 


SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS FOR ASSISTANCE TO 
SMALL SHIPYARDS 


For an additional amount to make grants 
to qualified shipyards as authorized under 
Section 3506 of Public Law 109-163 or section 
54101 of title 46, United States Code, 
$60,000,000: Provided, That the Secretary of 
Transportation shall institute measures to 
ensure that funds provided under this head- 
ing shall be obligated within 180 days of the 
date of their distribution. 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN 
DEVELOPMENT 
SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS TO PUBLIC HOUSING 
AGENCIES FOR CAPITAL NEEDS 

For an additional amount for discretionary 
grants to public housing agencies for capital 
expenditures permitted under section 9(d)(1) 
of the United States Housing Act of 1987, as 
amended, $700,000,000: Provided, That in allo- 
cating discretionary grants under this para- 
graph, the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
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Development shall give priority consider- 
ation to housing agencies that have projects 
that are ready-to-go, as well as projects re- 
sulting in the rehabilitation of vacant rental 
units or improved energy efficiency: Provided 
further, That the Secretary may also give 
priority to projects that require additional 
capital to complete development trans- 
actions stalled by changes in the low-income 
housing tax credit and housing bond mar- 
kets: Provided further, That the Secretary 
shall not provide any additional priority to 
any housing agency that is under the receiv- 
ership of the Department and no housing 
agency shall receive more than 5 percent of 
the total amount provided: Provided further, 
That notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, the Secretary shall institute measures 
to ensure that funds provided under this 
paragraph shall be obligated within 180 days 
of the date of enactment of this Act and 
shall serve to supplement and not supplant 
expenditures from other Federal, State, or 
local sources: Provided further, That in ad- 
ministering funds provided in this para- 
graph, the Secretary may waive any provi- 
sion of any statute or regulation that the 
Secretary administers in connection with 
the obligation by the Secretary or the use by 
the recipient of these funds (except for re- 
quirements related to fair housing, non- 
discrimination, labor standards, and the en- 
vironment), upon a finding that such waiver 
is required to facilitate the timely use of 
such funds. 


SUPPLEMENTAL GRANTS TO PUBLIC HOUSING 
AGENCIES FOR EXTRAORDINARY ENERGY COSTS 


For an additional amount for discretionary 
grants to public housing agencies for oper- 
ating expenses permitted under section 9(e) 
of the United States Housing Act of 1937 (42 
U.S.C. 1487g(e)), $200,000,000: Provided, That 
funding provided under this heading shall be 
used to cover extraordinary energy costs: 
Provided further, That to be eligible for such 
grants, public housing agencies must dem- 
onstrate to the satisfaction of the Secretary 
a significant increase in energy costs associ- 
ated with operating and maintaining public 
housing: Provided further, That notwith- 
standing any other provision of law, the Sec- 
retary shall institute measures to ensure 
that funds provided under this paragraph 
shall be allocated to those public housing 
agencies most in need of such assistance and 
that such funds shall be obligated within 180 
days of the date of enactment of this Act: 
Provided further, That in administering funds 
provided in this paragraph, the Secretary 
may waive any provision of any statute or 
regulation that the Secretary administers in 
connection with the obligation by the Sec- 
retary or the use by the recipient of these 
funds (except for requirements related to fair 
housing, nondiscrimination, labor standards 
and the environment), upon a finding that 
such a waiver is required to facilitate the 
timely use of such funds. 

HOUSING ASSISTANCE FOR TENANTS DISPLACED 
BY FORECLOSURE 


For an additional amount to provide relo- 
cation and temporary housing assistance to 
individuals and families that rent dwelling 
units that have been foreclosed upon, or are 
in default and where foreclosure is immi- 
nent, $575,000,000: Provided, That the Sec- 
retary of Housing and Urban Development 
Shall establish a formula to allocate 
amounts made available under this heading 
to States and units of general local govern- 
ment (as such terms are defined in section 
102 of the Housing and Community Develop- 
ment Act of 1974 (42 U.S.C. 5302): Provided 
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further, That in developing the formula, the 
Secretary shall consider areas with the 
greatest need based on the number and per- 
centage of rental properties in default or de- 
linquency and the greatest number and per- 
centage of rental properties in foreclosure: 
Provided further, That grantees shall dem- 
onstrate their ability to coordinate with 
local Continuums of Care and their ability to 
serve tenants who are least likely to obtain 
Stable, affordable housing upon eviction, in- 
cluding families with children: Provided fur- 
ther, That funding made available under this 
heading may be used for temporary rental 
assistance, first and last month's rent, secu- 
rity deposit, case management services, or 
other appropriate services necessary to as- 
sist eligible individuals or families in finding 
safe and affordable permanent housing: Pro- 
vided further, That the Secretary shall pro- 
vide notice of the availability of funding pro- 
vided under this heading within 60 days of 
the enactment of this Act. 
FEDERAL HOUSING ADMINISTRATION 
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY 

For an additional amount to maintain, 
modernize and improve technology systems 
and infrastructure for the Federal Housing 
Administration, $36,093,000: Provided, That 
these funds shall serve to supplement and 
not supplant planned expenditures for the 
Federal Housing Administration for informa- 
tion technology maintenance and develop- 
ment funding provided through the Depart- 
mental Working Capital Fund. 

SALARIES AND EXPENSES 

For an additional amount for salaries and 
expenses for the Federal Housing Adminis- 
tration, $15,000,000: Provided, That of the 
total amount provided under this paragraph, 
not less than $13,000,000 shall be made avail- 
able under the heading ‘‘Housing Personnel 
Compensation and Benefits" and up to 
$2,000,000 shall be made available under the 
heading Management and Administration, 
Administration, Operations and Manage- 
ment": Provided further, That with funding 
provided under this paragraph, the Federal 
Housing Administration Commissioner is 
hereby authorized to take such actions and 
perform such functions as necessary regard- 
ing the hiring of personnel for performing 
functions of the Federal Housing Adminis- 
tration within the Office of Housing. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS CHAPTER 

SEC. 1901. Section 5309(g)4)(A) of title 49, 
United States Code, is amended by striking 
“or an amount equivalent to the last 3 fiscal 
years of funding allocated under subsections 
(m)(1)(A) and (m)(2)(A)(ii)" and inserting “ог 
the sum of the funds available for the next 
three fiscal years beyond the current fiscal 
year, assuming an annual growth of the pro- 
gram of 10 percent”. 

SEC. 1902. No funds provided in this Act or 
any other Act may be used by the Secretary 
of Transportation to take any action regard- 
ing airline operations at any United States 
commercial airport that involves: 

(1) auction, sale, lease, or the imposition of 
any charge or fee, by the Secretary or the 
Federal Aviation Administrator, for rights, 
authorization or permission by them to con- 
duct flight operations at, or in the navigable 
airspace of, any such airport; 

(2) implementing or facilitating any such 
auction, sale or lease, or the imposition of 
any such charge or fee by the Secretary or 
the Administrator initiated prior to enact- 
ment of this Act; or 

(3) the withdrawal or involuntary transfer 
by the Secretary or Administrator of rights, 
authorizations or permissions to operate at, 
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or in the navigable airspace of, any such air- 
port for the purpose of the auction, sale or 
lease of such rights, authorizations or per- 
missions, or the imposition by the Secretary 
or Administrator of any charge or fee for 
such rights, authorization or permission. 

SEC. 1908. (а) SURVEY.—Not later than 60 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of Commerce shall conduct a 
survey to estimate, for any area for which 
the President declared à major disaster (as 
defined in section 102 of the Robert T. Staf- 
ford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assist- 
ance Act (42 U.S.C. 5122)) during 2008, the 
total economic output lost, Federal assist- 
ance provided, and economic revitalization 
funds needed to recover from the major dis- 
aster. The Secretary of Commerce shall pro- 
vide information obtained from the survey 
under this paragraph to the Governors of af- 
fected States and the Secretary of Housing 
and Urban Development. 

(b) FUNDS.—The Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development shall use information 
provided under subsection (a) in allocating 
funds provided under the heading ‘‘Commu- 
nity Planning and Development, Community 
Development Fund" in Public Law 110-329. 

TITLE II—NUTRITION PROGRAMS FOR 
ECONOMIC STIMULUS 
NUTRITION PROGRAMS FOR ECO- 
NOMIC STIMULUS. 

(а) MAXIMUM BENEFIT INCREASE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Beginning with the first 
month that begins not less than 25 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture (referred to in this sec- 
tion as the ‘‘Secretary’’) shall increase the 
cost of the thrifty food plan for purposes of 
section 8(a) of the Food and Nutrition Act of 
2008 (7 U.S.C. 2017(a)) by 10 percent. 

(2) TERMINATION OF EFFECTIVENESS.— The 
authority provided by this subsection termi- 
nates and has no effect, effective on October 
1, 2009. 

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SECRETARY.—In 
carrying out this section, the Secretary 
shall— 

(1) consider the benefit increase described 
in subsection (a) to be а ‘‘mass change"; 

(2) require a simple process for States to 
notify households of the increase in benefits; 

(3) consider section 16(с)(3)(А) of the Food 
and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
2025(c)(3)(A)) to apply to any errors in the 
implementation of this section, without re- 
gard to the 120-day limit described in that 
section; and 

(4) disregard the value of benefits resulting 
from this section in any required calcula- 
tions or estimates of benefits if the Sec- 
retary determines it is necessary to ensure 
efficient administration of programs author- 
ized under the Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 
(7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.) or other Federal pro- 
grams. 

(c) STATE ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—For the costs of State ad- 
ministrative expenses associated with car- 
rying out this section, the Secretary shall 
make available $50,000,000, to remain avail- 
able until expended. 

(2) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—Funds de- 
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be made avail- 
able to State agencies based on each State’s 
share of households that participate in the 
supplemental nutrition assistance program 
established under the Food and Nutrition 
Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2011 et seq.). 

(3) CONSOLIDATED BLOCK GRANTS FOR PUER- 
TO RICO AND AMERICAN SAMOA.—For fiscal 
year 2009, the Secretary shall increase by 10 
percent the amount available for nutrition 
assistance for eligible households under the 
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consolidated block grants for Puerto Rico 
and American Samoa under section 19 of the 
Food and Nutrition Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 
2028). 

(d) FUNDING.—There are hereby appro- 
priated to the Secretary such sums as are 
necessary to carry out this section, to re- 
main available until September 30, 2010. 

TITLE III—STATE FISCAL RELIEF 
SEC. 3001. TEMPORARY INCREASE OF MEDICAID 
FMAP 

(а) PERMITTING MAINTENANCE OF FISCAL 
YEAR 2008 FMAP FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009.—Sub- 
ject to subsections (d), (e), and (f), if the 
FMAP determined without regard to this 
section for a State for fiscal year 2009 is less 
than the FMAP as so determined for fiscal 
year 2008, the FMAP for the State for fiscal 
year 2008 shall be substituted for the State's 
FMAP for fiscal year 2009, before the applica- 
tion of this section. 

(b) PERMITTING MAINTENANCE OF FISCAL 
YEAR 2009 FMAP FOR FIRST QUARTER OF FIS- 
CAL YEAR 2010.—Subject to subsections (d), 
(е), and (f), if the FMAP determined without 
regard to this section for a State for fiscal 
year 2010 is less than the FMAP as so deter- 
mined for fiscal year 2009, the FMAP for the 
State for fiscal year 2009 shall be substituted 
for the State’s FMAP for the first calendar 
quarter of fiscal year 2010, before the applica- 
tion of this section. 

(c) GENERAL 8 PERCENTAGE POINTS IN- 
CREASE FOR FISCAL YEAR 2009 AND FIRST CAL- 
ENDAR QUARTER OF FISCAL YEAR 2010.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections (d), 
(е), and (f), for each State for fiscal year 2009 
and for the first calendar quarter of fiscal 
year 2010, the FMAP (taking into account 
the application of subsections (a) and (b) 
Shall be increased by 8.0 percentage points. 

(2) INCREASE IN CAP ON MEDICAID PAYMENTS 
TO TERRITORIES.—Subject to subsections (e) 
and (f) with respect to fiscal year 2009 and 
the first calendar quarter of fiscal year 2010, 
the amounts otherwise determined for Puer- 
to Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, the 
Northern Mariana Islands, and American 
Samoa under subsections (f) and (g) of sec- 
tion 1108 of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1308) shall each be increased by an 
amount equal to 8.0 percent of such amounts. 

(d) SCOPE OF APPLICATION.—The increases 
in the FMAP for à State under this section 
Shall apply only for purposes of title XIX of 
the Social Security Act and shall not apply 
with respect to— 

(1) disproportionate share hospital pay- 
ments described in section 1923 of such Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1396r-4); 

(2) payments under title IV or XXI of such 
Act (42 U.S.C. 601 et seq. and 1397aa et seq.); 
or 

(3) any payments under title XIX of such 
Act that are based on the enhanced FMAP 
described in section 2105(b) of such Act (42 
U.S.C. 1397ee(b)). 

(e) STATE INELIGIBILITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraph (2), a 
State is not eligible for an increase in its 
FMAP under subsection (c)(1), or an increase 
in a cap amount under subsection (c)(2), if 
the eligibility under its State plan under 
title XIX of the Social Security Act (includ- 
ing any waiver under such title or under sec- 
tion 1115 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1315)) is more 
restrictive than the eligibility under such 
plan (or waiver) as in effect on September 1, 
2008. 

(2) STATE REINSTATEMENT OF ELIGIBILITY 
PERMITTED.—A State that has restricted eli- 
gibility under its State plan under title XIX 
of the Social Security Act (including any 
waiver under such title or under section 1115 
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of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1315)) after September 
1, 2008, is no longer ineligible under para- 
graph (1) beginning with the first calendar 
quarter in which the State has reinstated 
eligibility that is no more restrictive than 
the eligibility under such plan (or waiver) as 
in effect on September 1, 2008. 

(3 RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
paragraph (1) or (2) shall be construed as af- 
fecting a State's flexibility with respect to 
benefits offered under the State Medicaid 
program under title XIX of the Social Secu- 
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.) (including 
any waiver under such title or under section 
1115 of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1315)). 

(f) REQUIREMENTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—A State may not use the 
additional Federal funds paid to the State as 
a result of this section for purposes of in- 
creasing any reserve or rainy day fund main- 
tained by the State. 

(2 ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENT FOR CERTAIN 
STATES.—In the case of а State that requires 
political subdivisions within the State to 
contribute toward the non-Federal share of 
expenditures under the State Medicaid plan 
required under section 1902(a)(2) of the Social 
Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1396a(a)(2)), the State 
is not eligible for an increase in its FMAP 
under subsection (c)(1), or an increase in a 
cap amount under subsection (c)(2), if it re- 
quires that such political subdivisions pay a 
greater percentage of the non-Federal share 
of such expenditures for fiscal year 2009, and 
the first calendar quarter of fiscal year 2010, 
than the percentage that would have been re- 
quired by the State under such plan on Sep- 
tember 1, 2008, prior to application of this 
section. 

(g) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) FMAP.—The term “FMAP” means the 
Federal medical assistance percentage, as 
defined in section 1905(b) of the Social Secu- 
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1396d(b)). 

(2) STATE.—The term "State" has the 
meaning given such term for purposes of 
title XIX of the Social Security Act (42 
U.S.C. 1396 et seq.). 

(h) REPEAL.—Effective as of January 1, 
2010, this section is repealed. 

SEC. 3002. TEMPORARY REINSTATEMENT OF AU- 
THORITY TO PROVIDE FEDERAL 
MATCHING PAYMENTS FOR STATE 
SPENDING OF CHILD SUPPORT IN- 
CENTIVE PAYMENTS. 

During the period that begins on October 1, 
2008, and ends on September 30, 2010, section 
455(a)(1) of the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 
655(a)(1)) shall be applied without regard to 
the amendment made by section 7309(a) of 
the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005 (Public 
Law 109-171, 120 Stat. 147). 

TITLE IV—UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE 
SEC. 4001. EMERGENCY UNEMPLOYMENT COM- 

PENSATION PROGRAM. 

(a) ADDITIONAL FIRST-TIER BENEFITS.—Sec- 
tion 4002(b)(1) of the Supplemental Appro- 
priations Act, 2008 (26 U.S.C. 3304 note) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘50” 
and inserting ‘‘80’’; and 

(2) in subparagraph (B), by striking “18” 
and inserting ‘‘20’’. 

(b) SECOND-TIER BENEFITS.—Section 4002 of 
the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 
(26 U.S.C. 3304 note) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

(с) SPECIAL RULE.— 

*(1) IN GENERAL.—If, at the time that the 
amount established in an individual's ac- 
count under subsection (b)(1) is exhausted or 
at any time thereafter, such individual's 
State is in an extended benefit period (as de- 
termined under paragraph (2), such account 
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shall be augmented by an amount equal to 
the lesser of— 

**(A) 50 percent of the total amount of reg- 
ular compensation (including dependents’ al- 
lowances) payable to the individual during 
the individual’s benefit year under the State 
law, or 

“(В) 18 times the individual's average 
weekly benefit amount (as determined under 
subsection (b)(2)) for the benefit year. 

*(2) EXTENDED BENEFIT PERIOD.—For pur- 
poses of paragraph (1), а State shall be con- 
Sidered to be in an extended benefit period, 
as of any given time, if— 

**(A) such a period is then in effect for such 
State under the Federal-State Extended Un- 
employment Compensation Act of 1970; 

*(B) such a period would then be in effect 
for such State under such Act if section 
203(d) of such Act— 

*(1) were applied by substituting ‘4’ for ‘5’ 
each place it appears; and 

**(ii) did not include the requirement under 
paragraph (1)(A) thereof; or 

“(C) such a period would then be in effect 
for such State under such Act if— 

**(1) section 203(f) of such Act were applied 
to such State (regardless of whether the 
State by law had provided for such applica- 
tion); and 

**(ii) such section 203(f)— 

“(0 were applied by substituting ‘6.0’ for 
‘6.5’ in paragraph (1)(A)(i) thereof; and 

**(ID did not include the requirement under 
paragraph (1)(A)(ii) thereof. 

*(8) LIMITATION.— The account of an indi- 
vidual may be augmented not more than 
once under this subsection.". 


(c) PHASEOUT PROVISIONS.—Section 4007(b) 
of the Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 
(26 U.S.C. 3304 note) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘“‘paragraph 
(2)," and inserting paragraphs (2) and (3),"; 
and 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

*(2 NO AUGMENTATION AFTER MARCH 31, 
2009.—If the amount established in an individ- 
ual's account under subsection (b)(1) is ex- 
hausted after March 31, 2009, then section 
4002(c) shall not apply and such account shall 
not be augmented under such section, re- 
gardless of whether such individual's State is 
in an extended benefit period (as determined 
under paragraph (2) of such section). 

(3) TERMINATION.—No compensation under 
this title shall be payable for any week be- 
ginning after November 27, 2009."*. 


(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— The amendments made by 
this section shall apply as if included in the 
enactment of the Supplemental Appropria- 
tions Act, 2008, subject to paragraph (2). 

(2) ADDITIONAL BENEFITS.—In applying the 
amendments made by subsections (a) and (b), 
any additional emergency unemployment 
compensation made payable by such amend- 
ments (which would not otherwise have been 
payable if such amendments had not been en- 
acted) shall be payable only with respect to 
any week of unemployment beginning on or 
after the date of the enactment of this Act. 


SEC. 4002. TEMPORARY FEDERAL MATCHING FOR 
THE FIRST WEEK OF EXTENDED 
BENEFITS FOR STATES WITH NO 
WAITING WEEK. 


With respect to weeks of unemployment 
beginning after the date of enactment of this 
Act and ending on or before December 8, 2009, 
subparagraph (B) of section 204(a)(2) of the 
Federal-State Extended Unemployment 
Compensation Act of 1970 (26 U.S.C. 3304 
note) shall not apply. 
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TITLE V—NATIONAL PARK CENTENNIAL 
FUND ACT 
SECTION 5001. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National 
Park Centennial Fund Act". 

SEC. 5002. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 

(1) FUND.—The term “Fund” means the Na- 
tional Park Centennial Fund established 
under section 5008. 

(2) IN-KIND.— The term ‘‘in-kind’’ means the 
fair market value of non-cash contributions 
provided by non-Federal partners, which 
may be in the form of real property, equip- 
ment, supplies and other expendable prop- 
erty, as well as other goods and services. 

(3 PROJECT OR  PROGRAM.—The term 
“Project or program" means a National 
Park Centennial Project or Program funded 
pursuant to this Act. 

(4)  PROPOSAL.—The term Proposal" 
means a National Park Centennial Proposal 
submitted pursuant to section 5004. 

(5 SECRETARY.—The term "Secretary" 
means the Secretary of the Interior. 

SEC. 5003. NATIONAL PARK CENTENNIAL FUND. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—There is established in 
the Treasury of the United States a fund 
which shall be known as the “National Park 
Centennial Fund". In each of fiscal years 
2009 through 2018, the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall deposit into the Fund the fol- 
lowing: 

(1) Cash donations received by the National 
Park Service in support of projects or pro- 
grams authorized by this Act. 

(2) From the General Fund, an amount 
equivalent to— 

(A) the amount described in paragraph (1), 
excluding donations pledged through a letter 
of credit in a prior year; and 

(B) the amount of donations pledged 
through letters of credit in the same fiscal 
year. 

(b) LIMITATION ON AMOUNT.—The total 
amount of deposits from the General Fund 
under subsection (a)(2) shall not exceed, in 
the aggregate, $1,000,000,000 for fiscal years 
2009 through 2018. 

SEC. 5004. PROGRAM ALLOCATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each fiscal year, the 
President's annual budget submission for the 
Department of the Interior shall include а 
list of proposals which shall be known as Na- 
tional Park Centennial Proposals. The Sec- 
retary shall establish а standard process for 
developing the list that shall encourage 
input from both the public and a broad cross- 
section of employees at every level of the 
National Park Service. The list— 

(1) shall include proposals having an aggre- 
gate cost to the Federal Government equal 
to the unobligated amount in the Fund; 

(2) shall include only proposals consistent 
with National Park Service policies and 
adopted park planning documents; 

(3) may include proposals for any area 
within the national park system (as that 
term is defined in section 2 of the Act of Au- 
gust 8, 1953 (16 U.S.C. 1c)), clusters of areas 
within such system, a region or regions of 
such system, or such system in its entirety; 

(4) shall cumulatively represent a nation- 
wide array of proposals that is diverse geo- 
graphically, in size, scope, magnitude, 
theme, and variety under the initiatives de- 
scribed in subsection (b); 

(5) shall give priority to proposals dem- 
onstrating long-term viability beyond re- 
ceipts from the Fund; 

(6) shall include only proposals meeting 
the requirements of one or more of the ini- 
tiatives set forth in subsection (b); 
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(7) should contain proposals under each of 
the initiatives set forth in subsection (b); 
and 

(8) shall give priority to proposals with 
committed, non-Federal support but shall 
also include proposals funded entirely by the 
Fund. 

(b) NATIONAL PARK CENTENNIAL INITIA- 
TIVES.—The requirements referred to in sub- 
section (a)(6) are as follows: 

(1) EDUCATION IN PARKS CENTENNIAL INITIA- 
TIVE.—Proposals for the «Education in Parks 
Centennial Initiative" shall meet the fol- 
lowing requirements: 

(A) Priority shall be given to proposals de- 
signed to increase National Park-based edu- 
cational opportunities for elementary, sec- 
ondary and college students particularly 
those from populations historically under 
represented among visitors to the National 
Park System. 

(B) Priority shall be given to proposals de- 
signed to bring students into the National 
Park System in person. 

(C) Proposals should include strategies for 
encouraging young people to become lifelong 
advocates for National Parks. 

(D) Proposals shall be developed in con- 
sultation with the leadership of educational 
and youth organizations expected to partici- 
pate in the proposed initiative. 

(2) DIVERSITY IN PARKS CENTENNIAL INITIA- 
TIVE.— 

(A) STUDY.—Not later than 1 year after the 
date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec- 
retary shall submit to the Committee on 
Natural Resources of the House of Rep- 
resentatives and the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources of the Senate a report 
detailing a service-wide strategy for increas- 
ing diversity among National Park Service 
employees at all levels and visitors to the 
National Park System. 

(B) PROPOSALS.—Proposals for the ‘‘Diver- 
sity in Parks Centennial Initiative" shall 
meet the following requirements: 

(i) Each proposal shall be based on rec- 
ommendations contained in the report re- 
quired in subparagraph (A). 

(ii) Each proposal shall be designed to 
make National Park Service employees, visi- 
tors to the National Park System, or both, 
reflect the diversity of the population of the 
United States. 

(3) SUPPORTING PARK PROFESSIONALS CEN- 
TENNIAL INITIATIVE.—Proposals for the ‘‘Sup- 
porting Park Professionals Centennial Ini- 
tiative’’ shall meet the following require- 
ments: 

(A) Taken as a whole, proposals shall pro- 
vide specific opportunities for National Park 
Service employees, at all levels, to partici- 
pate in professional career development. 

(B) Proposals may include National Park 
Service-designed, internal professional devel- 
opment programs. 

(C) Proposals may also be designed to fa- 
cilitate participation in external profes- 
sional development programs or established 
courses of study by National Park Service 
employees. 

(4) ENVIRONMENTAL LEADERSHIP CENTENNIAL 
INITIATIVE.—Proposals for the ‘‘Environ- 
mental Leadership Centennial Initiative" 
Shall meet the following requirements: 

(A) Each proposal shall be designed to do 
one or more of the following: 

(i) Reduce harmful emissions. 

(ii) Conserve energy or water resources. 

(iii) Reduce solid waste production within 
the National Park System. 

(B) Each proposal shall include strategies 
for educating the public regarding Environ- 
mental Leadership projects and their results. 
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(C) Priority shall be given to proposals 
with the potential to spread technological 
advances to other Federal agencies or to the 
private sector. 

(5) NATURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION CENTEN- 
NIAL INITIATIVE.—Proposals for the ‘‘Natural 
Resource Protection Centennial Initiative" 
Shall meet the following requirements: 

(A) Each proposal shall be designed to re- 
Store or conserve native ecosystems within 
the National Park System. 

(B) Priority shall be given to proposals de- 
signed to control invasive species. 

(C) Each proposal shall be based on the 
best available scientific information. 

(6) CULTURAL RESOURCE PROTECTION CEN- 
TENNIAL INITIATIVE.—Proposals for the ‘‘Cul- 
tural Resource Protection Centennial Initia- 
tive" shall— 

(A) either— 

(i) increase the National Park Service’s 
knowledge of cultural resources located 
within the National Park System through 
means including, but not limited to, surveys, 
studies, mapping, and documentation of such 
resources; or 

(ii) improve the condition of documented 
cultural resources within the National Park 
System; 

(B) incorporate the best available sci- 
entific information; and 

(C) where appropriate, be developed in con- 
sultation with Native American tribes, State 
historic preservation offices, or other organi- 
zations with cultural resource preservation 
expertise. 

(Т) HEALTH AND FITNESS IN PARKS CENTEN- 
NIAL INITIATIVE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Proposals for the ‘‘Health 
and Fitness in Parks Centennial Initiative" 
shall fall into one or more of the following 
four categories: 

(i) Proposals designed to repair, rehabili- 
tate, or otherwise improve infrastructure, 
including trails, that facilitates healthy out- 
door activity within the National Park Sys- 
tem. 

(ii) Proposals designed to expand opportu- 
nities for access to the National Park Sys- 
tem for visitors with disabilities. 

(iii) Proposals to develop and implement 
management plans (such as climbing plans 
and trail system plans) for activities de- 
signed to increase the health and fitness of 
visitors to the National Park System. 

(iv) Proposals to develop outreach pro- 
grams and media that provide public infor- 
mation regarding health and fitness opportu- 
nities within the National Park System. 

(B) MISCELLANEOUS REQUIREMENTS.—AII1 
proposals for ‘‘the Health and Fitness in 
Parks Centennial Initiative" shall— 

(i) be consistent with National Park Serv- 
ice policies and adopted park planning docu- 
ments; and 

(ii) be designed to provide for visitor enjoy- 
ment in such à way as to leave the National 
Park System unimpaired for future genera- 
tions. 


(c) FUNDING.—In each of fiscal years 2009 
through 2018, unobligated amounts in the 
Fund shall be available without further ap- 
propriation for projects authorized by this 
Act, but may not be obligated or expended 
until 120 days after the annual submission of 
the list of proposals required under this sec- 
tion to allow for Congressional review. 


(d) LIMITATION ON DISTRIBUTION OF 
FUNDS.—No more than 50 percent of amounts 
available from the Fund for any fiscal year 
may be spent on projects that are for the 
construction of facilities that cost in excess 
of $5,000,000. 
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SEC. 5005. PARTNERSHIPS. 

(a) DONATIONS.—The Secretary may ac- 
tively encourage and facilitate participation 
in proposals from non-Federal and philan- 
thropic partners, and may accept donations, 
both monetary and in-kind for any Project 
or Program pursuant to section 1 of the Act 
of June 5, 1920 (16 U.S.C. 6), and other au- 
thorities to accept donations existing on the 
date of enactment of this Act. 

(b) TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—To the extent 
that private organizations or individuals are 
to participate in or contribute to any 
Project or Program, the terms and condi- 
tions of that participation or contribution as 
well as all actions of employees of the Na- 
tional Park Service, shall be governed by Na- 
tional Park Service Directors Order #21, 
“Donations and Fundraising", as in force on 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 5006. MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT. 

Amounts made available from the Fund 
shall supplement rather than replace annual 
expenditures by the National Park Service, 
including authorized expenditures from the 
Land and Water Conservation Fund and the 
National Park Service Line Item Construc- 
tion Program. The National Park Service 
shall maintain adequate, permanent staffing 
levels and permanent staff shall not be re- 
placed with nonpermanent employees hired 
to carry out this Act or Projects or Pro- 
grams carried out with funds provided under 
this Act. 

SEC. 5007. REPORTS. 

For each fiscal year beginning in fiscal 
year 2009, the Secretary shall submit to Con- 
gress a report that includes the following: 

(1) A detailed accounting of all expendi- 
tures from the Fund divided by categories of 
proposals under section 4(b), including a de- 
tailed accounting of any private contribu- 
tions, either in funds or in kind, to any 
Project or Program. 

(2) A cumulative summary of the results of 
the National Park Centennial program in- 
cluding recommendations for revisions to 
the program. 

(3) A statement of whether the National 
Park Service has maintained adequate, per- 
manent staffing levels and what nonperma- 
nent and permanent staff have been hired to 
carry out this Act or Projects or Programs 
carried out with funds provided under this 
Act. 

TITLE VI—AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY 
ASSISTANCE 
SECTION 6001. DIRECT LOAN PROVISIONS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-348) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

“TITLE IV—DIRECT BRIDGE LOAN 
PROVISIONS 
“SEC. 401. FINDINGS. 

“Congress finds that extraordinary and ex- 
igent circumstances have prevented the 
automobile industry from securing essential 
credit and liquidity from other sources and 
that the failure of the automobile industry 
to obtain such credit and liquidity will have 
a systemic adverse effect on the economy. 
“SEC. 402. PURPOSES. 

“The purposes of this title are— 

**(1) to clarify that authority and facilities 
are available to be used immediately by the 
Secretary to restore liquidity and stability 
to the automobile industry in the United 
States; 

**(2) to ensure that such authority and such 
facilities are used in a manner that— 

“(A) stimulates manufacturing and sales of 
automobiles produced by automobile manu- 
facturers in the United States; 
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*(B) enhances the ability and the capacity 
of the domestic automobile industry to pur- 
sue the timely and aggressive production of 
energy-efficient advanced technology vehi- 
cles; 

(С) preserves and promotes the jobs of 
355,000 workers in the United States directly 
employed by the automobile industry and an 
additional 4,500,000 workers in the United 
States employed in related industries; and 

*(D) safeguards the ability of the domestic 
automobile industry to provide retirement 
and health care benefits for 1,000,000 retirees 
and their spouses and dependents; and 

*(8) to reaffirm the purposes of section 2, 
which include providing the Secretary with 
broad authority to restore liquidity and sta- 
bility to financial institutions, including 
automobile finance companies. 

*SEC. 403. EMERGENCY DIRECT LOAN PROGRAM. 


“(а) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
make loans in an aggregate amount equal to 
$25,000,000,000, to any automobile manufac- 
turer or component supplier that has— 

*(1) submitted an application for a loan 
under this title that includes а statement of 
need for Government funding under this title 
to prevent а systemic adverse effect on the 
United States economy; 

**(2) operated 2 or more manufacturing fa- 
cilities for the purposes of producing auto- 
mobiles or automobile components in the 
United States throughout the 25-year period 
ending on the date of enactment of this title; 
and 

(3) operations in the United States the 
failure of which would have a systemic ad- 
verse effect on the overall United States 
economy, as determined by the Secretary. 

“(b)  ALLOCATION.—In allocating loan 
amounts under this title, the Secretary shall 
prioritize applications based on the mag- 
nitude of the impact of the manufacturing 
operations of the applicant in the United 
States on the overall economy of the United 
States and other segments of the automobile 
industry, including the impact on levels of 
employment, domestic manufacturing of 
automobiles and automobile components, 
and automobile dealerships. 

(с) PLAN FOR LONG-TERM FINANCIAL VIA- 
BILITY.—At the time of application for a loan 
under this title, an automobile manufacturer 
or component supplier shall submit to the 
Secretary a detailed plan on how the Govern- 
ment funds requested will be utilized to en- 
sure the long-term financial posture of the 
company, and how such funds will stimulate 
automobile production in the United States 
and improve the capacity of the company to 
pursue the timely and aggressive production 
of energy-efficient advanced technology ve- 
hicles. 

‘(d) AUTHORITY TO ISSUE STOCK.—At the 
discretion of the Secretary, the automobile 
manufacturer or component supplier may 
issue preferred stock in lieu of a loan, on 
analogous terms and conditions as those de- 
scribed for loans under this title. 

“SEC. 404. FUNDING FROM THIRD TRANCHE; 
TREATMENT OF LOAN AMOUNTS. 

“The costs incurred by the Federal Gov- 
ernment in making loans under this title, in- 
cluding credit subsidy costs and administra- 
tive expenses, shall be covered out of the 
funds made available to the Secretary gen- 
erally under section 118 and, specifically, not 
from funds which are described in paragraph 
(1) or (2) of section 115(a), but with respect to 
the availability of which the reporting and 
procedural requirements contained in para- 
graph (8) of such section and section 115(c) 
shall not apply. 
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“SEC. 405. TIMING OF DISBURSEMENTS. 

*(a) APPLICATIONS.—On and after the date 
that is 3 days after the date of enactment of 
this title, the Secretary shall accept applica- 
tions for loans under this title. 

“(b) DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY.—Not 
later than 15 days after the date on which 
the Secretary receives an application for a 
loan under subsection (a), the Secretary 
shall make a determination regarding the 
eligibility of the applicant, based on whether 
the applicant meets the requirements of sec- 
tion 403(a). 

“(с) DISBURSEMENT.—The Secretary shall 
begin disbursement of the proceeds of a loan 
under this title to an eligible applicant not 
later than 7 days after the date on which the 
Secretary receives a disbursal request from 
the applicant, upon a determination of the 
Secretary that the applicant is eligible 
under subsection (b). 

“SEC. 406. TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 

**(a) TERM TO MATURITY.—The term to ma- 
turity of any loan made under this title shall 
be 10 years, or such longer period as the Sec- 
retary may determine with respect to such 
loan. 

*(b) RATE OF INTEREST.—The annual rate 
of interest for а loan under this title shall 
be— 

**(1) 5 percent during the 5-year period be- 
ginning on the date on which the Secretary 
disburses the loan; and 

**(2) 9 percent after the end of the period 
described in paragraph (1). 

(с) WARRANTS AND DEBT INSTRUMENTS.— 
The Secretary may not make a loan under 
this title unless the Secretary receives from 
the automobile manufacturer or component 
supplier à warrant or senior debt instrument 
made in accordance with the requirements 
for a warrant or senior debt instrument by a 
financial institution under section 113(d). 

“(d) No PREPAYMENT PENALTY.—A loan 
made under this title shall be prepayable 
without penalty at any time. 

**(e) EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION.— 

*(1) STANDARDS REQUIRED.— The Secretary 
Shall require any recipient of а loan under 
this title to meet appropriate standards for 
executive compensation and corporate gov- 
ernance. 

*(2) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.—The stand- 
ards established under paragraph (1) shall in- 
clude the following: 

“(А) Limits on compensation that exclude 
incentives for senior executive officers of a 
recipient of а loan under this title to take 
unnecessary and excessive risks that threat- 
en the value of such recipient during the pe- 
riod that the loan is outstanding. 

“(В) A provision for the recovery by such 
recipient of any bonus or incentive com- 
pensation paid to a senior executive officer 
based on statements of earnings, gains, or 
other criteria that are later found to be ma- 
terially inaccurate. 

“(С) A prohibition on such recipient mak- 
ing any golden parachute payment to a sen- 
ior executive officer during the period that 
the loan under this title is outstanding. 

“(0) A prohibition on such recipient pay- 
ing or accruing any bonus or incentive com- 
pensation during the period that the loan is 
outstanding to any executive whose annual 
base compensation exceeds $250,000 (which 
amount shall be adjusted by the Secretary 
for inflation). 

“(Е) A prohibition on any compensation 
plan that could encourage manipulation of 
the reported earnings of the recipient to en- 
hance the compensation of any of its em- 
ployees. 

**(83) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub- 
section, the following definitions shall apply: 
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(А) SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER.— The term 
‘senior executive officer’ means an indi- 
vidual who is 1 of the top 5 most highly paid 
executives of a public company, whose com- 
pensation is required to be disclosed pursu- 
ant to the Securities Exchange Act of 1984, 
and any regulations issued thereunder, and 
non-public company counterparts. 

“(В) GOLDEN PARACHUTE PAYMENT.—The 
term ‘golden parachute payment’ means any 
payment to a senior executive officer for de- 
parture from a company for any reason. 

‘(f) PROHIBITION ON PAYMENT OF DIVI- 
DENDS.—No common stock dividends may be 
paid by any recipient of a loan under this 
title for the duration of the loan. 

**(g) OTHER INTERESTS SUBORDINATED.—Any 
obligation or liability of а recipient of a loan 
under this title to any person shall be subor- 
dinate to the liability and obligation of the 
recipient for such loan. 

*SEC. 407. OVERSIGHT. 

(а) IN GENERAL.— The provisions of sec- 
tions 105, 116, 121, and 125 shall apply with re- 
Spect to any loans made under this title, to 
the extent possible, in the same manner and 
to the same extent as such sections apply to 
transactions made under the authority of 
title I.". 

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND- 
MENTS.— 

(1) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con- 
tents in section 1(b) of the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-343) is amended— 

(A) by inserting after the item relating to 
section 3 the following new item: 

“Sec. 4. References." 
; and 
(B) by adding at the end the following: 
“TITLE IV—DIRECT BRIDGE LOAN 
PROVISIONS 
Findings. 
Purposes. 
Emergency direct loan program. 
Funding from third tranche; 
treatment of loan amounts. 
Timing of disbursements. 
Terms and conditions. 
Oversight.” 


“Sec. 
“Sec. 
“Sec. 
“Sec. 


401. 
402. 
403. 
404. 


“Sec. 
“Sec. 
“Sec. 
; and 

(2 REFERENCES.—The Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-343) is amended by inserting 
after section 3 the following new section: 
“SEC. 4. REFERENCES. 

“Any reference— 

*(1) in this division to ‘this Act’ or any 
subdivision thereof is a reference to this di- 
vision A or any subdivision thereof; 

**(2) in division (B) to ‘this Act’ or any sub- 
division thereof is a reference to division B 
or any subdivision thereof; and 

**(8) in division (C) to ‘this Act’ or any sub- 
division thereof is à reference to division C 
or any subdivision thereof.’’. 

TITLE VII—AUTO SALES TAX DEDUCTIONS 

SECTION 7001. ABOVE-THE-LINE DEDUCTION FOR 
INTEREST ON INDEBTEDNESS WITH 
RESPECT TO THE PURCHASE OF 
CERTAIN MOTOR VEHICLES. 

(а) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (2) of section 
163(h) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended— 

(1) by striking “and” at the end of subpara- 
graph (E), 

(2) by striking the period at the end of sub- 
paragraph (F) and inserting ‘‘, and", and 

(3) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

*"(G) any qualified motor vehicle interest 
(within the meaning of paragraph (5).”. 


405. 
406. 
407. 
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(b) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE INTEREST.— 
Section 163(h) of the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 is amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph: 

(5) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE INTEREST.— 
For purposes of this subsection— 

(А) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘qualified 
motor vehicle interest! means any interest 
which is paid or accrued during the taxable 
year on any indebtedness which— 

**(1) is incurred after November 12, 2008, and 
before January 1, 2010, in acquiring any 
qualified motor vehicle of the taxpayer, and 

**(ii) is secured by such qualified motor ve- 
hicle. 


Such term also includes any indebtedness se- 
cured by such qualified motor vehicle result- 
ing from the refinancing of indebtedness 
meeting the requirements of the preceding 
sentence (or this sentence); but only to the 
extent the amount of the indebtedness re- 
sulting from such refinancing does not ex- 
ceed the amount of the refinanced indebted- 
ness. 

“(В) DOLLAR LIMITATION.— The aggregate 
amount of indebtedness treated as described 
in subparagraph (A) for any period shall not 
exceed $49,500 ($24,750 in the case of а sepa- 
rate return by à married individual). 

**(C) INCOME LIMITATION.— The amount oth- 
erwise treated as interest under subpara- 
graph (A) for any taxable year (after the ap- 
plication of subparagraph (B)) shall be re- 
duced (but not below zero) by the amount 
which bears the same ratio to the amount 
which is so treated as— 

(1) the excess (if any) of— 

*(D the taxpayer’s modified adjusted gross 
income for such taxable year, over 

**(II) $125,000 ($250,000 in the case of a joint 
return), bears to 

“(11) $10,000. 

For purposes of the preceding sentence, the 
term ‘modified adjusted gross income’ means 
the adjusted gross income of the taxpayer for 
the taxable year increased by any amount 
excluded from gross income under section 
911, 931, or 933. 

*(D) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE.— The term 
‘qualified motor vehicle’ means a passenger 
automobile (within the meaning of section 
30B(h)(3)) or a light truck (within the mean- 
ing of such section)— 

“(i) which is acquired for use by the tax- 
payer and not for resale after November 12, 
2008, and before January 1, 2010, 

*(ii) the original use of which commences 
with the taxpayer, and 

(111) which has a gross vehicle weight rat- 
ing of not more than 8,500 pounds.’’. 

(c) DEDUCTION ALLOWED ABOVE-THE-LINE.— 
Section 62(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended by inserting after paragraph 
(21) the following new paragraph: 

**(22) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE INTEREST.— 
The deduction allowed under section 163 by 
reason of subsection (h)(2)(G) thereof.". 

(d) REPORTING OF QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHI- 
CLE INTEREST.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subpart B of part III of 
subchapter A of chapter 61 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new section: 

*SEC. 6050X. RETURNS RELATING TO QUALIFIED 
MOTOR VEHICLE INTEREST RE- 
CEIVED IN TRADE OR BUSINESS 
FROM INDIVIDUALS. 

(а) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE INTEREST.— 
Any person— 

*(1) who is engaged in a trade or business, 
and 

*(2) who, in the course of such trade or 
business, receives from any individual inter- 
est aggregating $600 or more for any calendar 
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year on any indebtedness secured by а quali- 
fied motor vehicle (as defined in section 
163(h)(5)(D)), 

shall make the return described in sub- 
section (b) with respect to each individual 
from whom such interest was received at 
such time as the Secretary may by regula- 
tions prescribe. 

**(b) FORM AND MANNER OF RETURNS.—A re- 
turn is described in this subsection if such 
return— 

*(1) is in such form as the Secretary may 
prescribe, 

**(2) contains— 

“(А) the name and address of the indi- 
vidual from whom the interest described in 
subsection (a)(2) was received, 

“(В) the amount of such interest received 
for the calendar year, and 

“(C) such other information as the Sec- 
retary may prescribe. 

(с) APPLICATION TO GOVERNMENTAL 
UNITS.—For purposes of subsection (a)— 

“(1) TREATED AS PERSONS.—The term ‘per- 
son’ includes any governmental unit (and 
any agency or instrumentality thereof). 

**(2) SPECIAL RULES.—In the case of a gov- 
ernmental unit or any agency or instrumen- 
tality thereof— 

** (A) subsection (a) shall be applied without 
regard to the trade or business requirement 
contained therein, and 

“(В) any return required under subsection 
(а) shall be made by the officer or employee 
appropriately designated for the purpose of 
making such return. 

*(d) STATEMENTS TO BE FURNISHED TO INDI- 
VIDUALS WITH RESPECT TO WHOM INFORMA- 
TION IS REQUIRED.—Every person required to 
make a return under subsection (a) shall fur- 
nish to each individual whose name is re- 
quired to be set forth in such return a writ- 
ten statement showing— 

*(1) the name, address, and phone number 
of the information contact of the person re- 
quired to make such return, and 

*(2) the aggregate amount of interest de- 

Scribed in subsection (a)(2) received by the 
person required to make such return from 
the individual to whom the statement is re- 
quired to be furnished. 
The written statement required under the 
preceding sentence shall be furnished on or 
before January 31 of the year following the 
calendar year for which the return under 
subsection (a) was required to be made. 

*(e) RETURNS WHICH WOULD BE REQUIRED 
TO BE MADE BY 2 OR MORE PERSONS.—Except 
to the extent provided in regulations pre- 
Scribed by the Secretary, in the case of inter- 
est received by any person on behalf of an- 
other person, only the person first receiving 
such interest shall be required to make the 
return under subsection (a).’’. 

(2 AMENDMENTS RELATING TO PENALTIES.— 

(A) Section 6721(e)(2)(A) of such Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘or 6050L" and insert- 
ing ‘‘6050L, or 6050X”. 

(B) Section 6722(c)(1)(A) of such Code is 
amended by striking ‘ог 6050L(c)" and in- 
serting ‘‘6050L(c), or 6050X(d)’’. 

(C) Subparagraph (B) of section 6724(d)(1) of 
such Code is amended by redesignating 
clauses (xvi) through (xxii) as clauses (xvii) 
through (xxiii) respectively, and by insert- 
ing after clause (xii) the following new 
clause: 

*(xvi) section 6050X (relating to returns re- 
lating to qualified motor vehicle interest re- 
ceived in trade or business from individ- 
uals),". 

(D) Paragraph (2) of section 6724(d) of such 
Code is amended by striking the period at 
the end of subparagraph (DD) and inserting 
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, or" and by inserting after subparagraph 
(DD) the following new subparagraph: 

(ЕЕ) section 6050X(d) (relating to returns 
relating to qualified motor vehicle interest 
received in trade or business from individ- 
uals).". 

(3) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections for subpart B of part III of sub- 
chapter A of chapter 61 of such Code is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 6050W the following new item: 
“Sec. 6050X. Returns relating to qualified 

motor vehicle interest received 
in trade or business from indi- 
viduals.". 
SEC. 7002. ABOVE-THE-LINE DEDUCTION FOR 
STATE SALES TAX AND EXCISE TAX 
ON THE PURCHASE OF CERTAIN 
MOTOR VEHICLES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subsection (a) of section 
164 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended by inserting after paragraph (5) the 
following new paragraph: 

**(6) Qualified motor vehicle taxes.’’. 

(b) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE TAXES.— 
Subsection (b) of section 164 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding 
at the end the following new paragraph: 

**(6) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE TAXES.— 

(А) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of this sec- 
tion, the term ‘qualified motor vehicle taxes’ 
means any State and local sales or excise tax 
imposed on the purchase of a qualified motor 
vehicle (as defined in section 163(h)(5)(D)). 

“(В) INCOME LIMITATION.—The amount oth- 
erwise taken into account under subpara- 
graph (A) for any taxable year shall be re- 
duced (but not below zero) by the amount 
which bears the same ratio to the amount 
which is so treated as— 

**(1) the excess (if any) of— 

(П) the taxpayer’s modified adjusted gross 
income for such taxable year, over 

**(II) $125,000 ($250,000 in the case of a joint 
return), bears to 

“(11) $10,000. 

For purposes of the preceding sentence, the 
term ‘modified adjusted gross income’ means 
the adjusted gross income of the taxpayer for 
the taxable year increased by any amount 
excluded from gross income under section 
911, 931, or 933. 

(С) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE TAXES NOT 
INCLUDED IN COST OF ACQUIRED PROPERTY.— 
The last sentence of subsection (a) shall not 
apply to any qualified motor vehicle taxes. 

‘(D) COORDINATION WITH GENERAL SALES 
TAX.—This paragraph shall not apply in the 
case of a taxpayer who makes an election 
under paragraph (5) for the taxable year.’’. 

(c) CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—Paragraph 
(5) of section 163(h) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as added by section 1, is amend- 
ed— 

(1) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

*"(E) EXCLUSION.—If the indebtedness de- 
scribed in subparagraph (A) includes the 
amounts of any State sales or excise taxes 
paid or accrued by the taxpayer in connec- 
tion with the acquisition of a qualified 
motor vehicle, the aggregate amount of such 
indebtedness taken into account under such 
subparagraph shall be reduced, but not below 
zero, by the amount of any such taxes for 
which a deduction is allowed under section 
164(a) by reason of paragraph (6) thereof.’’, 
and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘, after the application of 
subparagraph (E)," after ‘“‘for any period" in 
subparagraph (B). 

(d) DEDUCTION ALLOWED ABOVE-THE-LINE.— 
Section 62(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended by section 1, is amended by 
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inserting after paragraph (22) the following 
new paragraph: 

*(23) QUALIFIED MOTOR VEHICLE TAXES.— 
The deduction allowed under section 164 by 
reason of subsection (a)(6) thereof.’’. 

TITLE VIII 
GENERAL PROVISIONS—THIS ACT 
EMERGENCY DESIGNATION 

SEC. 8001. Each amount in this Act is des- 
ignated as an emergency requirement and 
necessary to meet emergency needs pursuant 
to section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 21 (110th Con- 
gress) and section 301(b)(2) of S. Con. Res. 70 
(110th Congress), the concurrent resolutions 
on the budget for fiscal years 2008 and 2009. 

AVAILABILITY 

SEC. 8002. No part of any appropriation 
contained in this Act shall remain available 
for obligation beyond the current fiscal year 
unless expressly so provided herein. 

This Act may be cited as the Economic 
Recovery Act of 2008”. 

By Mr. DURBIN: 

S. 3690. A bill to help struggling fami- 
lies stay in their homes and to ensure 
that taxpayers are protected when the 
Secretary of the Treasury purchases 
equity shares in financial situations; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. DURBIN. Just before the Con- 
gress paused for the elections, we 
passed one of the most historic—and 
contentious—pieces of legislation in 
my 26 years in Washington. We gave 
the Treasury Department the author- 
ity to spend $700 billion in taxpayer 
funds to prevent the complete melt- 
down of the financial system, which in 
turn would hopefully prevent the over- 
all economy from descending into a 
deep and painful recession. 

I didn’t like voting for that bill, but 
I joined the majority of my colleagues 
in doing so because not voting for it 
was even worse. I hope in the end that 
we were right. 

However, there are two areas that I 
do not believe were adequately ad- 
dressed in that legislation: helping 
families save their homes from fore- 
closure and protecting taxpayers from 
the misuse of their dollars by the bank- 
ers that receive them. Today I am in- 
troducing legislation—the Homeowner 
Assistance and Taxpayer Protection 
Act—to address both concerns. 

For far too long the Bush administra- 
tion has relied on the voluntary efforts 
of the mortgage servicers to rework 
millions of troubled mortgages on a 
case by case basis. These voluntary ef- 
forts have been and still are insuffi- 
cient. There aren’t strong enough in- 
centives for the servicers to pursue 
work-outs. Servicers aren’t equipped to 
handle the huge volume of mortgages 
at risk. Far-flung investors who own 
pieces of many mortgages, and who 
often refuse to let servicers rework 
mortgages even in the cases where the 
servicers would like to help, present 
legal obstacles. And the mortgage in- 
dustry has failed to take strong action 
against foreclosures, even if it is in 
their own best interests. The $700 bil- 
lion rescue bill encouraged the admin- 
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istration to take stronger steps to help 
homeowners, but did not require the 
Government to do so. 

My bill would bring real hope to fam- 
ilies who fear that they will lose their 
homes, by doing three things. First, it 
would require Treasury, the Federal 
Reserve, the FDIC, and FHFA to re- 
structure all loans that meet the cri- 
teria established in the Hope for Home- 
owners program to make the mort- 
gages affordable. That means mort- 
gages these regulators own or in which 
they have a controlling interest must 
be restructured if a reworked mortgage 
can be paid by the homeowner and is 
viable economically for the creditors. 
The Emergency Economic Stabiliza- 
tion Act as it is currently written only 
encourages the regulators to restruc- 
ture those loans, rather than requiring 
them to do so. 

Second, it would require servicers to 
restructure all loans that qualify for 
the Hope for Homeowners program, 
rather than simply encouraging them 
to do so as the Housing and Economic 
Recovery Act is currently written. 

And, finally, it would allow bank- 
ruptcy judges to modify mortgages on 
primary residences. As I have argued 
for months now, this is the single most 
important thing we can do to spur na- 
tionwide systematic mortgage 
restructurings. 

The financial crisis will not ease, and 
the economy will not begin to recover, 
until we address the root cause of the 
crisis: the failed mortgage market. My 
bill would do just that. 

The rescue bill also failed to put in 
place enough taxpayer protections. 
Congress meant for banks to use the 
money provided by the Treasury to 
lend to qualified borrowers, rather 
than enriching their shareholders and 
executives. Recent reports indicating 
that AIG will lavish more than a half 
billion dollars on its employees at the 
same time that it receives an even 
larger $152 billion taxpayer bailout 
than originally announced speaks loud- 
ly to this problem. 

My bill would try to address this con- 
cern. The bill would bar banks partici- 
pating in the Capital Purchase Pro- 
gram authorized by the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act from in- 
creasing common share dividends as 
long as the Government owns preferred 
shares. It also would require partici- 
pating banks to reduce the next year’s 
dividends in an amount equal to the 
compensation paid to the top five ex- 
ecutives in excess of $500,000. 

The bill would not bar companies re- 
ceiving assistance from the Treasury 
from paying their executives, nor 
would it bar them from paying divi- 
dends. But it would ensure that finan- 
cial institutions think carefully before 
redirecting taxpayer-injected dollars 
away from lending for the good of the 
economy towards compensation for the 
good of its own executives and share- 
holders. 
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The debate on how to help stabilize 
the financial sector will certainly con- 
tinue into the 111th Congress, and I in- 
tend to continue to fight for home- 
owners and for the taxpayers so that 
we get our economy moving again as 
quickly as we can, and as prudently as 
we can. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3690 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the “Homeowner 

Assistance and Taxpayer Protection Act’’. 
TITLE I—ASSISTING HOMEOWNERS 
SEC. 101. RESTRUCTURING LOANS OWNED BY 

THE GOVERNMENT. 

(a) MORTGAGES ACQUIRED BY THE SEC- 
RETARY.—Section 109(a) of the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division 
A of Public Law 110-343) is amended by strik- 
ing encourage" and inserting ‘‘require’’. 

(b) MORTGAGES HELD BY FEDERAL PROP- 
ERTY MANAGERS.—Section 110(b)(1) of the 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008 (division A of Public Law 110-343) is 
amended by striking ‘‘encourage”’ and insert- 
ing “require”. 

(c) OBLIGATIONS SECURED BY MORTGAGES 
HELD BY FEDERAL PROPERTY MANAGERS.— 
Section 110(c)(1) of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of Public 
Law 110-343) is amended by striking ‘‘encour- 
age" and inserting ‘‘require’’. 

SEC. 102. REQUIRING LENDERS TO PARTICIPATE 
IN HOPE FOR HOMEOWNERS PRO- 
GRAM WHEN HOMEOWNERS ELECT 
TO PARTICIPATE. 

Section 257(b)(1) of the National Housing 
Act (12 U.S.C. 17157-23(0)(1)) is amended by 
striking ‘‘and existing loan holders" and in- 
serting ‘‘, but required on the part of exist- 
ing loan holders when homeowners apply,”’’. 
SEC. 103. HELPING FAMILIES SAVE THEIR HOMES 

IN BANKRUPTCY. 

(a) SPECIAL RULES FOR MODIFICATION OF 
LOANS SECURED BY RESIDENCES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 1822(b) of title 11, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (10), by striking “апа” at 
the end; 

(B) by redesignating paragraph (11) as 
paragraph (12); and 

(C) by inserting after paragraph (10) the 
following: 

*(11) notwithstanding paragraph (2) and 
otherwise applicable nonbankruptcy law— 

*"(A) modify an allowed secured claim se- 
cured by the debtor's principal residence, as 
described in subparagraph (B), if, after de- 
duction from the debtor's current monthly 
income of the expenses permitted for debtors 
described in section 1825(b)(8) of this title 
(other than amounts contractually due to 
creditors holding such allowed secured 
claims and additional payments necessary to 
maintain possession of that residence), the 
debtor has insufficient remaining income to 
retain possession of the residence by curing 
а default and maintaining payments while 
the case is pending, as provided under para- 
graph (5); and 

(В) provide for payment of such claim— 

*(i) in an amount equal to the amount of 
the allowed secured claim; 
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**(ii) for a period that is not longer than 40 
years; and 

*(iii) at a rate of interest accruing after 
such date calculated at a fixed annual per- 
centage rate, in an amount equal to the most 
recently published annual yield on conven- 
tional mortgages published by the Board of 
Governors of the Federal Reserve System, as 
of the applicable time set forth in the rules 
of the Board, plus à reasonable premium for 
risk; апа”. 

(2) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
1325(a)(5) of title 11, United States Code, is 
amended by inserting before ‘‘with respect" 
the following: ‘‘except as otherwise provided 
in section 1322(b)(11) of this title,’’. 

(b) WAIVER OF COUNSELING REQUIREMENT 
WHEN HOMES ARE IN FORECLOSURE.— Section 
109(h) of title 11, United States Code, is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

*(5) The requirements of paragraph (1) 
shall not apply with respect to а debtor who 
files with the court а certification that a 
foreclosure sale of the debtor's principal res- 
idence has been scheduled.". 

(c) CoMBATING EXCESSIVE FEES.—Section 
1322(c) of title 11, the United States Code, is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “апа” at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (2), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting à semicolon; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

**(8) the plan need not provide for the pay- 
ment of, and the debtor, the debtor's prop- 
erty, and property of the estate shall not be 
liable for, any fee, cost, or charge, notwith- 
standing section 506(b), that arises in con- 
nection with а claim secured by the debtor's 
principal residence if the event that gives 
rise to such fee, cost, or charge occurs while 
the case is pending but before the discharge 
order, except to the extent that— 

*(A) notice of such fees, costs, or charges 
is filed with the court, and served on the 
debtor and the trustee, before the expiration 
of the earlier of— 

**(1) 1 year after the event that gives rise to 
such fee, cost, or charge occurs; or 

(11) 60 days before the closing of the case; 
and 

**(B) such fees, costs, or charges are lawful, 
reasonable, and provided for in the agree- 
ment under which such claim or security in- 
terest arose; 

**(4) the failure of à party to give notice de- 
Scribed in paragraph (3) shall be deemed a 
waiver of any claim for fees, costs, or 
charges described in paragraph (3) for all 
purposes, and any attempt to collect such 
fees, costs, or charges shall constitute a vio- 
lation of section 524(a)(2) of this title or, if 
the violation occurs before the date of dis- 
charge, of section 362(a) of this title; and 

*(5) a plan may provide for the waiver of 
any prepayment penalty on а claim secured 
by the principal residence of the debtor.". 

(d) PROHIBITING CLAIMS ARISING FROM VIO- 
LATIONS OF CONSUMER PROTECTION LAWS.— 
Section 502(b) of title 11, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (8), by striking “ог” at the 
end; 

(2) in paragraph (9), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting ‘‘; or"; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

*(10) such claim includes а request for 
damages or rescission based on a failure to 
comply with the Truth in Lending Act (15 
U.S.C. 1601 et seq.), or any other provision of 
applicable State or Federal consumer protec- 
tion law in force when the failure to comply 
occurred, notwithstanding a prior entry of a 
foreclosure judgment.” . 
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(e) APPLICATION OF AMENDMENTS.—The 
amendments made to title 11, United States 
Code, by this section shall apply with respect 
to cases commenced under that title 11 on or 
after the date of enactment of this Act, or 
pending on the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

TITLE II—PROTECTING TAXPAYERS 
SEC. 201. BARRING DIVIDEND INCREASES. 

Section 113(d) of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of Public 
Law 110-343) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

**(4) DIVIDENDS.—If the Secretary purchases 
troubled assets under the authority of this 
Act, the financial institutions from which 
such assets are purchased may not pay divi- 
dends in а cumulative amount that is higher 
in the current or a future fiscal year than 
the cumulative dividends paid in the fiscal 
year immediately preceding the sale of the 
troubled assets until such time as the trou- 
bled assets are no longer owned by the Sec- 
retary.". 

SEC. 202. REDUCING DIVIDENDS TO PAY FOR EX- 
CESSIVE EXECUTIVE COMPENSA- 
TION. 

Section 111(b)2) of the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (Public Law 
110—343) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (C), by striking the pe- 
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; and’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

*(D) a reduction in dividends paid by the 
institution in its next fiscal year equal to 
the executive compensation paid to senior 
executive officers in excess of $500,000 per of- 
ficer in the current fiscal year.’’. 


EE 


SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 


SENATE RESOLUTION 706—TO AU- 
THORIZE TESTIMONY AND 
LEGAL REPRESENTATION IN 
PETER BERGEL V. PACIFIC GAS 
& ELECTRIC 


Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
MCCONNELL) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. REs. 706 


Whereas, in the case of Peter Bergel v. Pa- 
cific Gas & Electric, No. 0712-15723, pending 
in Multnomah County Circuit Court in Port- 
land, Oregon, the defendant has requested 
testimony from Denise Racanelli, an em- 
ployee in the office of Senator Gordon 
Smith; 

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and 
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of 
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the 
Senate may direct its counsel to represent 
employees of the Senate with respect to any 
subpoena, order, or request for testimony re- 
lating to their official responsibilities; 

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of 
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand- 
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under 
the control or in the possession of the Senate 
may, by the judicial or administrative proc- 
ess, be taken from such control or possession 
but by permission of the Senate; 

Whereas, when it appears that evidence 
under the control or in the possession of the 
Senate may promote the administration of 
justice, the Senate will take such action as 
will promote the ends of justice consistent 
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with the privileges of the Senate: 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That Denise Racanelli is author- 
ized to testify in the case of Peter Bergel v. 
Pacific Gas & Electric, except concerning 
matters for which a privilege should be as- 
serted. 

SEc. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author- 
ized to represent Denise Racanelli in connec- 
tion with the testimony authorized in sec- 
tion one of this resolution. 


Now, 


ee 


AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 


COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Monday, November 17, 2008, at 2 
p.m., in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Monday, November 17, 2008, at 10 


a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 

GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Monday, November 17, 2008, at 2:30 


p.m. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


Ee 


UNITED STATES ARMY 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con- 
sideration of H.R. 5714, which was re- 
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 5714) to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition 
and celebration of the establishment of the 
United States Army in 1775, to honor the 
American soldier of both today and yester- 
day, in wartime and in peace, and to com- 
memorate the traditions, history, and herit- 
age of the United States Army and its role in 
American society, from the Colonial period 
to today. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
bill be read three times and passed, the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de- 
bate, and any statements related to the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 5714) was ordered to а 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 


EE 
CHILD SAFE VIEWING ACT 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi- 
dent, I ask the Chair to lay before the 
Senate a message from the House with 
respect to S. 602. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. STA- 
BENOW) laid before the Senate the fol- 
lowing message from the House of Rep- 
resentatives: 

Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
602) entitled “Ап Act to develop the next 
generation of parental control technology", 
do pass with the following amendment: 

Strike section 2 and redesignate section 3 
as section 2. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate concur in the House amend- 
ment and the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, with no inter- 
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


a 


SENATE LEGAL COUNSEL 
AUTHORIZATION 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam  Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con- 
sideration of S. Res. 706, submitted ear- 
lier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 706) to authorize tes- 
timony and legal representation in Peter 
Bergel v. Pacific Gas & Electric. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this resolu- 
tion concerns a request for testimony 
in a civil action in Multnomah County 
Court in Portland, OR. In this action, 
the plaintiff, an anti-war protester, 
seeks damages for an alleged false ar- 
rest in March 2007 in the lobby of a pri- 
vate office building housing Senator 
SMITH’s Portland, OR office. The de- 
fendant owner of the building has re- 
quested that an employee in the Sen- 
ator’s Portland office provide in con- 
nection with upcoming summary judg- 
ment proceedings a declaration con- 
cerning relevant communications the 
employee had with building security 
officers related to the events in ques- 
tion. Senator SMITH would like to co- 
operate by providing testimony from 
that employee. This resolution would 
authorize that employee to testify in 
connection with this action, with rep- 
resentation by the Senate Legal Coun- 
sel. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask unanimous 
consent that the resolution be agreed 
to, the preamble be agreed to, the mo- 
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tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table en bloc with no intervening ac- 
tion or debate, and any statements be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. REs. 706 


Whereas, in the case of Peter Bergel v. Pa- 
cific Gas & Electric, No. 0712-15723, pending 
in Multnomah County Circuit Court in Port- 
land, Oregon, the defendant has requested 
testimony from Denise Racanelli, an em- 
ployee in the office of Senator Gordon 
Smith; 

Whereas, pursuant to sections 703(a) and 
704(a)(2) of the Ethics in Government Act of 
1978, 2 U.S.C. §§288b(a) and 288c(a)(2), the 
Senate may direct its counsel to represent 
employees of the Senate with respect to any 
subpoena, order, or request for testimony re- 
lating to their official responsibilities; 

Whereas, by the privileges of the Senate of 
the United States and Rule XI of the Stand- 
ing Rules of the Senate, no evidence under 
the control or in the possession of the Senate 
may, by the judicial or administrative proc- 
ess, be taken from such control or possession 
but by permission of the Senate; 

Whereas, when it appears that evidence 
under the control or in the possession of the 
Senate may promote the administration of 
justice, the Senate will take such action as 
will promote the ends of justice consistent 
with the privileges of the Senate: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved that Denise Racanelli is author- 
ized to testify in the case of Peter Bergel v. 
Pacific Gas & Electric, except concerning 
matters for which a privilege should be as- 
serted. 

SEC. 2. The Senate Legal Counsel is author- 
ized to represent Denise Racanelli in connec- 
tion with the testimony authorized in sec- 
tion one of this resolution. 


706) was 


EE 


MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—S. 3688, S. 3689, H.R. 6867, 
AND H.R. 7110 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi- 
dent, I understand that there are four 
bills at the desk and I ask for their 
first reading en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will read the titles of the bills en bloc. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 


A bill (S. 3688) to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation, to 
amend the Emergency Economic Stabiliza- 
tion Act of 2008 to authorize loans to auto- 
mobile manufacturers and component sup- 
pliers, and for other purposes. 

A bill (S. 3689) making supplemental appro- 
priations for job creation and preservation, 
infrastructure investment, and economic and 
energy assistance for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2009, and for other purposes. 

A bill (H.R. 6867) to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation. 

A bill (H.R. 7110) making supplemental ap- 
propriations for job creation and preserva- 
tion, infrastructure investment, and eco- 
nomic and energy assistance for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2009, and for other 
purposes. 
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Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I now ask for a 
second reading en bloc and object to 
my own request en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec- 
tion having been heard, the bills will 
receive their second reading on the 
next legislative day. 


— 


APPOINTMENTS 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair announces the following appoint- 
ment made by the majority leader dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate pursuant 
to the unanimous consent agreement of 
October 2, 2008: 

Pursuant to provisions of Public Law 110- 
343, the appointment of Elizabeth Warren, of 
Massachusetts, as a member of the Congres- 
sional Oversight Panel. 

The Chair announces the following 
appointment made by the majority 
leader of the Senate, after consultation 
with the Republican leader of the Sen- 
ate, and the Speaker of the House dur- 
ing the recess of the Senate pursuant 
to the unanimous consent agreement of 
October 2, 2008: 

Pursuant to provisions of Public Law 110- 
343, appointment of Damon Silvers, of Mary- 
land, as a member of the Congressional Over- 
sight Panel. 


—— 


ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
NOVEMBER 19, 2008 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent that 
when the Senate completes its business 
today, it stand adjourned until 9:30 
a.m., Wednesday, November 19; that 
following the prayer and pledge, the 
Journal of proceedings be approved to 
date, the morning hour be deemed ex- 
pired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate proceed to a period of 
morning business, with Senators per- 
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each; that following morning business, 
the Senate resume consideration of the 
motion to proceed to S. 3297. 

I further ask unanimous consent that 
with respect to the measures read for 
the first time, they be considered as 
having been read a second time on 
Tuesday for the purpose of placing the 
bills on the calendar with respect to 
rule XIV. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


—— À 


ADJOURNMENT UNTIL WEDNES- 
DAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2008, AT 9:30 
A.M. 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE. If there is no fur- 
ther business to come before the Sen- 
ate, I ask unanimous consent that it 
stand adjourned under the previous 
order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:03 p.m., adjourned until Wednes- 
day, November 19, 2008, at 9:30 a.m. 


24140 


NOMINATIONS 


Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 


NEIL M. BAROFSKY, OF NEW YORK, TO BE SPECIAL IN- 
SPECTOR GENERAL FOR THE TROUBLED ASSET RELIEF 
PROGRAM. (NEW POSITION) 


DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 


ROBERT A. DEHAAN, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE AN ASSIST- 
ANT SECRETARY OF TRANSPORTATION, VICE TYLER D. 
DUVALL. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


MICHAEL JONATHAN GREEN, OF MARYLAND, TO BE 
SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE AND POLICY COORDINATOR 
FOR BURMA, WITH THE RANK OF AMBASSADOR. (NEW PO- 
SITION) 


STATE JUSTICE INSTITUTE 


STEVEN C. HOLLON, OF OHIO, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE STATE JUSTICE INSTI- 
TUTE FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 17, 2010, VICE 
ROBERT NELSON BALDWIN, TERM EXPIRED. 

JOSEPH E. LAMBERT, OF KENTUCKY, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE STATE JUSTICE 
INSTITUTE FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 17, 2009, 
VICE ROBERT A. MILLER, TERM EXPIRED. 

GAYLE A. NACHTIGAL, OF OREGON, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE STATE JUSTICE 
INSTITUTE FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 17, 2009, 
VICE SOPHIA H. HALL, TERM EXPIRED. 

ARTHUR G. SCOTLAND, OF CALIFORNIA, TO BE A MEM- 
BER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE STATE JUS- 
TICE INSTITUTE FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 17, 
2010, VICE FLORENCE K. MURRAY, TERM EXPIRED. 

GERALD W. VANDEWALLE, OF NORTH DAKOTA, TO BE 
MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE STATE 
JUSTICE INSTITUTE FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 
17, 2009, VICE ARTHUR A. MCGIVERIN, TERM EXPIRED. 


FOREIGN SERVICE 


THE FOLLOWING-NAMED CAREER MEMBERS OF THE 
SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF AG- 
RICULTURE FOR PROMOTION WITHIN AND INTO THE SEN- 
IOR FOREIGN SERVICE TO THE CLASSES INDICATED: 

CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF CAREER MINISTER: 


ASIF J. CHAUDHRY, OF WASHINGTON 


CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF MINISTER-COUNSELOR: 


GARY C. GROVES, OF TEXAS 


CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF COUNSELOR: 


ALAN D. HRAPSKY, OF TEXAS 
IN THE COAST GUARD 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS CHIEF OF STAFF OF THE UNITED STATES COAST 
GUARD AND TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 14, 
U.S.C., SECTION 50A: 


To be vice admiral 


REAR ADM. JOHN P. CURRIER 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS COMMANDER, PACIFIC AREA OF THE UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD AND TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER 
TITLE 14, U.S.C., SECTION 50: 


To be vice admiral 
REAR ADM. JODY A. BRECKENRIDGE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES 
COAST GUARD RESERVE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
12203(A): 


To be captain 


KENT P. BAUER 
MARK S. MACKEY 


PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 


THE FOLLOWING CANDIDATES FOR PERSONNEL AC- 
TION IN THE REGULAR CORPS OF THE COMMISSIONED 
CORPS OF THE U. S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE SUBJECT 
TO QUALIFICATIONS THEREFORE AS PROVIDED BY LAW 
AND REGULATIONS: 


To be medical director 


PAUL J. ANDREASON 
WANDA D. BARFIELD 
CHARLES H. BEYMER 
SUSAN BLANK 
MICHAEL J. BOQUARD 
BRENTON T. BURKHOLDER 
JAY C. BUTLER 
MICHAEL A. CAROME 
MARTIN 5. CETRON 
SUSAN T. COOKSON 
MICHAEL M. ENGELGAU 
CAROL FRIEDMAN 
RICHARD P. HEDLUND 
DALE J. HU 

STEPHEN G. KALER 
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NEWTON E. KENDIG 
JEFFREY B. KOPP 
ERIC A. MANN 
AUBREY K. MILLER 
ERIC D. MINTZ 
ALLYN K. NAKASHIMA 
ELENA H. PAGE 
BRENT PENNINGTON 
CALMAN P. PRUSSIN 
STEVEN G. SCOTT 
ROBERT J. SIMONDS 
MARK J. TEDESCO 
DOUGLAS B. TROUT 
JONATHAN T. WEBER 
JANE R. ZUCKER 


To be senior surgeon 


KENNETH L. BROOKS 
ERLINDA R. CASUGA-MARQUEZ 
AHMED M. ELKASHEF 
DOUGLAS H. ESPOSITO 
ALICIA M. FRY 

ROSEMARIE HIRSCH 
STEPHEN P. KACHUR 
CHARLES E. LEE 

SARAH R. LINDE-FEUCHT 
JULIE M. MAGRI 
KATHERINE C. PALATIANOS 
MARY C. PORVAZNIK 
STEPHEN M. RUDD 

TARAZ SAMANDARI 

JULIA A. SCHILLINGER 
MICHAEL G. WILCOX 

JASON J. WOO 

DARIUS S. YORICHI 


To be surgeon 


ANTHONY M. DUNNIGAN 
MARK R. DYBUL 
NANCY W. KNIGHT 
DIANNA L. MAHONEY 
KELTON H. OLIVER 
PRAGNA PATEL 

TOBE M. PROPST 
JEFFREY D. SCHULDEN 
DAVID L. SPRENGER 
GREGGORY J. WOITTE 
DAVID WONG 


To be senior assistant surgeon 


DAISY Y. ENG 
DANIEL MOLINA 


To be dental director 


MICHAEL C. ARNOLD 
TIMOTHY S. BISHOP 
WILLIAM F. CATELLI II 
JOHN F. CAUDILL II 
JEFFERY R. COMBS 
DEAN J. COPPOLA 
STEVEN D. FLORER 
CARL J. GUSTKE 
DANIEL J. HICKEY 
JOSEPH G. HOSEK 
THOMAS E. JORDAN 
MARY G. MURPHY 
REBECCA V. NESLUND 
JAMES T. OWEN 
THOMAS A. REESE 
SUZANNE K. SAVILLE 


To be senior dental surgeon 


ANITA ARNOLD 
RONALD C. COX 

GLEN A. EISENHUTH 
RICHARD L. FIRNHABER 
RONALD L. FULLER 
STANLEY K. GORDON 
CHRISTINE K. HENG 
ARLENE M. LESTER 
JOHN E. LORINCZ 
AARON R. MEANS, SR. 
KATHLEEN M. OCONNOR-MORAN 
RICHARD D. STRICKLIN 
TODD M. TOVAREK 


To be dental surgeon 


RUBEN S. ACUNA 

JOYCE D. BIBERICA 

WILLIAM J. ESPOSITO 

KATRINA J. LESLIE 

ANTHONY L. LIKES 

KIMBERLY WOODS MONTOYA 
ADRIAN R. PALMER 

STELLA YUK KWAN LAU WISNER 


To be nurse director 


ANA MARIE L. BALINGIT-WINES 
EILEEN D. BONNEAU 

SHEILA D. CARNES 

LAURIE 8. IRWIN-PINKLEY 
DAVID W. KELLY 

DAVID L. KERSCHNER 
KATHLEEN M. KOBUS 

CAROL L. KONCHAN 

MARY M. LEEMHUIS 

MICHAEL D. LYMAN 

ROBERT W. MAYES 

JERILYN ANDERSON MCCLAIN 
GENISE Y. NIXON 
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MONIQUE V. PETROFSKY 
GILBERT P. ROSE 

CINDY L. WILSON 
BEVERLY R. WRIGHT 


To be senior nurse officer 


VICTORIA L. ANDERSON 
LINDA J. BELSITO 
SUSAN K. BROWN 
MICHAEL P. BRYCE 
ANNETTE R. DEBISETTE 
JOANNE DERDAK 
MARY Y. ELKINS 
SUSAN K. FRITZ 
BYRON C. GLENN 
WANDA W. GONZALEZ 
JOAN F. HUNTER 
MARY L. KINKADE 
COLLEEN O. LEE 
JAIME MUNIZ 
PRISCILLA J. POWERS 
DORIS L. RAYMOND 
LETITIA L. RHODES 
BONNIE A. SAYLOR 
SYLVIA TRENT-ADAMS 
JOYCE B. WATSON 
DANIEL J. WESKAMP 


To be nurse officer 


DAWN A. ANDERSON-GARY 
ILEANA BARRETO-PETTIT 
PATRICIA A. BARRETT 
VALENE N. BARTMESS 
JASON M. BISCHOFF 
MARIE A. CASEY 
SUSANNA N. CHOI 

BRIAN R. CRONENWETT 
DERWENT O. DANIEL 
JOHN W. DAVID, JR. 

DIANE DOUGLAS 
KIMBERLY J. ELENBERG 
EILEEN M. FALZINI 

DION E. FRANKLUND 
BARBARA A. FULLER 
SERINA A. HUNTER-THOMAS 
JACKIE KENNEDY-SULLIVAN 
CAROL S. LINCOLN 

LISA A. MARUNYCZ 

TAMI L. MCBRIDE 
ALBERTA M. MCCABE 
SHERRY L. MCREYNOLDS 
ANITA E. POLLARD 
LETITIA B. ROBINSON 
THOMAS M. SCHEIDEL 
JEFFERY R. SEMAK 
JUDITH B. SUTCLIFFE 
VICTORIA F. VACHON 


To be senior assistant nurse officer 


MARK D. CRUZ 

KAORI DONOHUE 

BRYAN H. EMERY 
COLEEN R. FETT 

JOSHUA E. HARDIN 
JAMES E. THOMAS 
WILLIAM T. WILLIAMSON 
ANH P. WRIGHT 


To be assistant nurse officer 


JAMES K. LYONS 
ADRIANA M. MEYER-ALONZO 


To be engineer director 


DAVID M. APANIAN 
BRYAN L. FISCHER 
MICHAEL G. GRESSEL 
ROBERT B. MCVICKER 
ROBERT J. REISS 
KEITH P. SHORTALL 
MARK A. STAFFORD 
GEORGE W. STYER 
MAURICE C. WEST 


To be senior engineer officer 


STEVEN L. BOSILJEVAC 
GARY S. EARNEST 
CHERYL FAIRFIELD ESTILL 
CHUCRI A. KARDOUS 
JAMES H. LUDINGTON 
JAMIE D. NATOUR 
STEVEN E. RAYNOR 
DANIEL C. TOMPKINS 
DENNIS J. WAGNER 
MARJORIE E. WALLACE 
MARY M. WEBER 
RICHARD S. WERMERS 


To be engineer officer 


STEVEN J. DYKSTRA 
KEITH E. FOY 

DAVID E. HARVEY 
KELLY G. HUDSON 
DAVID E. JOHNSON 
MATHEW J. MARTINSON 
JENNIFER E. MOSSER 
BRENT D. ROHLFS 
CHAD A. SNELL 


To be senior assistant engineer officer 


SEAN T. BUSH 


November 17, 2008 


November 17, 2008 


JENNIFER LYNN CAPAROSO 
JEREMY B. NICKELS 


To be scientist director 


PETER I. HARTSOCK 
LAUREN C. IACONO-CONNORS 
ROSA J. KEY-SCHWARTZ 
HELENA O. MISHOE 

JOYCE L. SMITH 

WILLIAM H. TAYLOR III 


To be senior scientist 


CHRISTINE J. BENALLY 

JOHN J. ECKERT 

LAURENCE M. GRUMMER-STRAWN 
LESLIE A. MACDONALD 


To be scientist 


RACHEL N. AVCHEN 
DAN-MY T. CHU 
DANICE K. EATON 
LISA N. PEALER 
DIANA L. SCHNEIDER 


To be environmental health officer director 


ALAN S. ECHT 
ROBERT F. HENNES 
MICHAEL E. HERRING 
JOSEPH L. HUGHART 
ROBERT 8. NEWSAD 
DOUGLAS C. PICKUP 
RICHARD E. TURNER 
PAUL T. YOUNG 


To be senior environmental health officer 


ERIC J. ESSWEIN 
DEBORAH A. GRECO 
WILLIAM J. GREIM 
MICHAEL P. KEIFFER 
JOE L. MALONEY 
DAVID Н. MCMAHON 
GARY D. PERLMAN 
EDWARD A. PFISTER 
EDWIN VAZQUEZ 


To be environmental health officer 


CHARLES M. BLUE 
WILLIAM C. CRUMP 
TIMOTHY E. JIGGENS 

MARY B. O'CONNOR 
HARRICHAND RHAMBAROSE 
DANIEL J. YEREB 


To be senior assistant environmental health 
officer 


ROBERT A. GIBBS 
CHRISTOPHER T. SMITH 


To be veterinary director 


SEAN F. ALTEKRUSE 
STEPHANIE I. HARRIS 
HUGH M. MAINZER 
STEPHANIE R. OSTROWSKI 


To be senior veterinary officer 


TERRI R. CLARK 
VICTORIA A. HAMPSHIRE 
ALFRED W. MONTGOMERY 
DANIEL R. OLEARY 


To be veterinary officer 
GREGORY L. LANGHAM 
To be pharmacist director 


J. R. ERIC EDWARDS 
MARY A. FONG 

MARIE B. GREENWOOD 
GEORGE J. HAVENS III 
MARTIN JAGERS 
ANTHONY E. KELLER 
MICHAEL R. LILLA 

M. CARLENE MCINTYRE 
MURRAY F. POTTER 
NICHOLAS A. QUAGLIETTA 
RENEE J. RONCONE 
MARGARET A. SIMONEAU 
THOMAS J. TROSHYNSKI 


To be senior pharmacist 


CHRISTINE HEE-KYUNG CHUNG 
MICHELLE DILLAHUNT 

TERRY A. HOOK 

MARY E. KKEMZNER 

NITIN K. PATEL 

ROBERT G. PRATT 

NITA SOOD 

BRENDA L. STODART 
MATTHEW J. TAROSKY 

LISA L. TONREY 


To be pharmacist 


MATTHEW R. BAKER 
DAVID A. BATES 
WILLIAM H. BENDER 
SYE D. BENNEFIELD 
MARY A. BICKEL 
BRADLEY M. BISHOP 
MICHAEL P. BOURG 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


CATHERINE Y. CHEW 
CHAE UN CHONG 
TAMARA A. CLOSE 
MICHAEL A. EDDY 
REBECCA E. GARNER 
GARY B. HOBBS 
MARCI C. KIESTER 
KRISTY M. KLINGER 
VLADA MATUSOVSKY 
NINA C. MEZU-NWABA 
MARGARET A. RINCON 
SPENCER 8. SALIS 
TINA M. SPENCE 
JACQUELINE K. THOMAS 
VASAVI T. THOMAS 
GERARDO Z. VAZQUEZ 
CHI-ANN YU WU 


To be senior dietitian 


JULI M. HAWS 
ANN M. STATEN 


To be dietitian 
ROBERT M. COLLISON 
To be senior therapist 


JESSIE WHITEHURST LIEF 
RITA B. SHAPIRO 


To be therapist 


COREY S. DAHL 
FREDERICK V. LIEF 
HENRY P. MCMILLAN 
ROBERT E. ROE, JR. 
JON M. SCHULTZ 


To be health services director 


WILLIAM M. GOSMAN 
GREG A. KETCHER 
ROBERT J. LYON 

W. HENRY MACPHERSON 
MARGARET A. MCDOWELL 
MICHAEL R. MILNER 
JANET REEN SAUL 


To be senior health services officer 


CAROL E. AUTEN 

GREGORY D. CLIFT 
VALERIE A. DARDEN 
MICHAEL J. FLOOD 

MARK 8. HOSS 

RICHARD R. KAUFFMAN 
ELIJAH K. MARTIN, JR. 
PHILIP S. MCRAE 

SHEILA P. MERRIWEATHER 
DAVID J. MILLER 

SUNIL PATEL 

ANTHONY SANCHEZ 
PHILLIP L. TOY 

JEANEAN D. WILLIS-MARSH 


To be health services officer 


DAVID J. BELLWARE 
KEITH W. CESPON 
RHONDALYN R. COX 
GREGORY J. FLAITZ 
ANNA T. GONZALES 
DIONE MARIE HARJO 
BETH ANNE HENSON 
THERESA A. MINTER 
DAISY D. MITCHELL 
MICHELLE A. PELKEY 
JACQUELINE D. RODRIGUE 
TOBEY MANNS ROYAL 
SCOTT J. SALVATORE 
ANGELA K. SHEN 


To be senior assistant health services officer 


BRIAN T. BURT 

SEAN R. BYRD 
TORREY B. DARKENWALD 
EDUARDO R. FAYTONG 
JAMES D. HALL, JR. 
CARL A. HUFFMAN III 
JASON S. JURKOWSKI 
RAQUEL A. PEAT 
ANGEL E. SANCHEZ 
STEPHEN C. SMITH 
ANTHONY A. WALKER 
DARIN S. WIEGERS 
ELAINE C. WOLFF 


IN THE AIR FORCE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 


To be lieutenant general 
MAJ. GEN. LOREN M. RENO 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be brigadier general 
COL. JAMES К. MCLAUGHLIN 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
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CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 


To be lieutenant general 
MAJ. GEN. MARK A. WELSH III 
IN THE NAVY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 


To be vice admiral 
REAR ADM. JOHN M. MATECZUN 
IN THE AIR FORCE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL FOR APPOINT- 
MENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531(A): 


To be major 
KATHLEEN V. REDER 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR APPOINT- 
MENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531(А): 


To be major 


SAMANTHA S. BOUSIGUES 
JOHN J. LINNETT 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR APPOINT- 
MENT TO THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531(А): 


To be lieutenant colonel 
JOHN M. BEENE II 
To be major 


CHINMOY R. MISHRA 
MARK E. SANBORN 


IN THE ARMY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be colonel 
GREGG A. BLISS 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be colonel 
STUART A. MELLON 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be colonel 
ROBERT 8. GATEWOOD 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be colonel 
STEVEN P. JAHNER 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL SPECIALIST CORPS 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be major 
WILLIAM H. SMITHSON 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be lieutenant colonel 
JAMES О. MCLINNAHAM 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS PERMANENT PROFESSOR AT THE UNITED STATES 
MILITARY ACADEMY IN THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER 
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 4333(B) AND 4336(A): 


To be lieutenant colonel 
GREGORY R. EBNER 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS UNDER 
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be major 
PAUL E. WEBB 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL SPECIALIST CORPS 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 
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To be major 


RANDY R. COTE 
MICHAEL P. STEELY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY DENTAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be major 


EROL AGI 
MARTIN A. HRITZ 
JOSEPH R. LOWE 
DAVID A. NIEMIEC 
PATRICK C. SEAN 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY DENTAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be major 


RICHARD 8. GLASS 
WESLEY SHANKLAND 
VICTOR F. WALLACE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be lieutenant colonel 
JERZEY J. CHACHAJ 
To be major 


ANNE BROADWAY 
CASEY J. GEANEY 
GREGORY HART 
JOHN E. WILLIAMS 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY NURSE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be lieutenant colonel 
MALISSA A. HILL 
To be major 


DANIEL N. MOBIT 
JOHN D. PELICK 
IRENE B. REYES 
SOMA R. WEBB 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be colonel 
DWIGHT Y. SHEN 
To be lieutenant colonel 


WILLIAM L. BUCHANAN 
CAREY MITCHELL 


To be major 


LINA Z. HU 
PAUL R. HUNT 
JEFFREY R. LONG 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be colonel 


MICHAEL C. AHN 
RICHARD P. MARTIN 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be colonel 


CHARLES K. ARIS 
LINDA A. CILLS 
MICHAEL P. HERMAN 
MICHAEL J. WOODS 
JOHN R. WORSTER 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be colonel 


ERIC C. BUSH 

KEVIN P. CAVANAUGH 
KENNETH S. HARA 
JON A. JENSEN 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
VETERINARY CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 
624 AND 3064: 


To be colonel 
EDWARD J. BRIAND 
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TERRY L. GOSCH 

ALEC S. HAIL 

THOMAS E. HONADEL 
BRYAN K. KETZENBERGER 
KATHLEEN M. MILLER 
JOHN C. SMITH 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
MEDICAL SPECIALIST CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., 
SECTIONS 624 AND 3064: 


To be colonel 


MELANIE J. CRAIG 
PAULINE V. GROSS 
PAUL D. STONEMAN 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
NURSE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 624 AND 
3064: 


To be colonel 


CYNTHIA J. ABBADINI 
JENNIFER L. BEDICK 
GLORIA L. BONDS 

THOMAS E. CEREMUGA 
CRYSTAL D. CHATMANBROWN 
ROBERT F. DETTMER 
KAREN D. DUNLAP 
KIMBERLY A. FEDELE 
WALT HINTON 

DENISE L. HOPKINSCHADWICK 
DONNA L. HUNT 

WANDA D. JENKINS 
GREGORY T. KIDWELL 
RICHARD T. KNOWLTON, JR. 
JANICE M. LEHMAN 

PAUL C. LEWIS 

JANICE F. NICKIEGREEN 
JOSEPH M. PAULINO 
JEFFREY E. PETERS 
GERTDELL PHYALL 

DIANE D. SCHERR 
CATHERINE M. SHUTAK 
BELINDA L. SPENCER 
ELIZABETH A. VANE 

JOY A. WALKER 

KAREN M. WHITMAN 
JUSTIN A. WOODHOUSE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC- 
TIONS 624 AND 3064: 


To be colonel 


DERRICK F. ARINCORAYAN 
JOSEPH P. BENTLEY 
JOSEPH M. BIRD 
STEPHEN V. BOWLES 
LARRY D. CADE 

LINDA R. CARMEN 

RICK F. CLABAUGH 
NOLAN P. CLARK, JR. 
ALLAN J. DARDEN 
RICHARD N. DAVID 
PATRICK N. DENMAN 
DANNY R. DEUTER 
FREDRICK G. DUBOIS 
DAVID K. DUNNING 
PAUL H. DURAY, JR. 
JEFFREY M. FOE 
RONNY A. FRYAR 
LAWRENCE V. FULTON 
RICHARD GONZALES 
MICHAEL 8. HEIMALL 
MICHAEL E. HERSHMAN 
DAVID J. HILBER 
PHILLIP L. HOCKINGS 
WILLIAM P. LACHANCE 
DENNIS P. LEMASTER 
KEVIN M. MCNABB 
CHARLES B. MILLARD 
OCTAVIO C. MONTVAZQUEZ 
MICHAEL T. NEARY 
SCOTT J. PUTZIER 
DAVID W. ROBERTS 
STEVEN T. RUMBAUGH 
WILLIAM F. SCHIEK 
MATTHEW J. SCHOFIELD 
THOMAS C. SLADE 
STEPHEN D. SOBCZAK 
JOHN SPAIN 

WILLIAM M. STUBBS 
CARMINE F. TAGLIERI 
ANDREA E. TALIAFERRO 
CASMERE H. TAYLOR 
JOHN V. TEYHEN III 
NATHANIEL TODD 
HELEN B. VISCOUNT 
MARK C. WILHITE 
0060674 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be colonel 


WILLIAM J. ADAMS 
MICHAEL R. ANDERSON 
JOSEPH W. ANGYAL 


CARMINE C. APICELLA 
FRANCISCO ARCE 

GARY R. ARNOLD 
RUSSELL N. BAILEY 
MARIA B. BARRETT 
MARK D. BAXTER 
ANTHONY F. BECK 
BRIAN P. BEDELL 
STEPHEN J. BENAVIDES 
ANDREW M. BERRIER 
LINDA K. BEUCKENS 
STEPHEN M. BIRCH 
JOHN H. BIRDSONG III 
RALPH BOECKMANN 
JOSEPH J. BOVY, JR. 
SAUL BRACERO 

BOBBY J. BROWN 
MICHAEL E. BROWN 
JOHN R. BURGER 
ROBERT E. BURKS, JR. 
ROBERT K. CARNAHAN 
DUANE T. CARNEY 
DAVID H. CARSTENS 
BRUCE D. CAULKINS 
KEMP L. CHESTER 
PHILIP B. CLEMMONS 
ROSS M. CLEMONS 
DAVID C. COCHRAN 
PATRICK E. CONNORS II 
ROBERT B. DAVIS 
KENNETH L. DEAL, JR. 
BRYAN D. DECOSTER 
JOHN C. DEJARNETTE III 
REGINA K. DRAPER 
WILLIAM P. DUGGAN 
DWIGHT L. DUQUESNAY 
MARK A. ELLIOTT 
GARY D. ESPINAS 
MANUEL V. ESPINOSA 
KIMBERLY FIELD 
DENNIS D. FIEMEYER 
CARLOS A. FIGUEROA 
NEIL E. FITZPATRICK 
STEVEN D. FLEMING 
ROBERT E. FRIEDENBERG 
SHAWN D. FRITZ 
ROBERT J. GADDIS 
JOHN A. GEORGE 

TODD M. GESLING 
KAREN H. GIBSON 
JAMES A. GLACKIN 
SIMON R. GOERGER 
STEPHEN C. GOMILLION 
THOMAS J. GOSS 

DONG C. HA 

MARK O. HAGUE 
LINWOOD Q. HAM, JR. 
ROBERT E. HAMILTON 
DANIEL L. HAMPTON 
CARY C. HARBAUGH 
ALEX J. HEIDENBERG 
MICHAEL D. HENDRICKS 
ROBERT E. HENSTRAND 
ALAN W. HESTER 
CHRISTOPHER P. HIMSL 
RICHARD J. HOLDREN 
FERNANDO M. HUERTA 
ROBERT S. HUGHES 
MICHAEL P. HYNES 
DAVID T. ISAACSON 
MICHAEL J. JANSER 
MICHAEL W. JOHNSON 
DAVID S. JONES 

JOHN K. JONES 

KEITH L. JUNE 

THOMAS J. KARDOS 
JOHN M. KEETER 
ILEAN K. KELTZ 
MICHAEL E. KNUTSON 
DAVID P. KOMAR 

DEAN A. KRATZENBERG 
JEFFREY D. KULMAYER 
JAMES D. LAMPTON 
SHIRLEY J. LANCASTER 
GREGORY D. LAUTNER 
MICHAEL S. LEWIS 
JAMES R. LOY II 

MARK W. LUKENS 
KEVIN B. MARCUS 
DOUGLAS V. MASTRIANO 
TWALA D. MATHIS 
JOHN A. MAUK 

DAVID J. MCCARTHY 
DOUGLAS F. MCCOLLUM 
MICHAEL V. MCCREA 
JARVIS B. MCCURDY 
KAYE MCKINZIE 

JOHN E. MCLAUGHLIN 
STEVEN J. MCLAUGHLIN 
JAMES R. MEISINGER 
STEPHEN A. MIDDLETON 
DANIEL B. MILLER 
FREDERICK L. MILLER 
JEFFREY H. MUSK 

AXA S. PERWICH 
WILLIAM R. PFEFFER 
PAUL M. PHILLIPS 
DANIAL D. PICK 
MICHAEL J. PLUMMER 
LAURA A. POTTER 
MARK E. POWELL 
SAMUEL H. PRUGH 


November 17, 2008 


November 17, 2008 


EDWARD F. RIEHLE 
GREGORY J. SALOMON 
JEFFREY D. SAUNDERS 
JEFFERY R. SCHILLING 
SEAN M. SCOTT 

JOSEPH C. SHANNON 
DARRYL S. SHAW 

IVAN B. SHIDLOVSKY 
VAN R. SIKORSKY 
GREGG A. SKIBICKI 
JOSEPH K. SMITH 
ROBERT A. SNYDER, JR. 
EDWARD J. SOBIESK 
STEPHEN C. SOBOTTA 
BRYNDOL A. SONES 
WAYNE P. STILWELL 
JOHN T. STROMBERG 
JOHN J. STRYCULA 
RODNEY X. STURDIVANT 
ANDREA L. THOMPSON 
ROBERT TIMM 
ANNETTE L. TORRISI 
STEVEN L. TUCKER 
RICHARD J. TURNER 
ARLESTER VERNON, JR. 
MARK M. VISOSKY 
CARLOS L. WALKER, JR. 
KELLY J. WARD 

AARON A. WEBSTER 
JAMES P. WETZEL 
RANDALL H. WILLIAMSON 
PETER B. WITH 
STEPHEN C. WREN 
TIMOTHY R. WULFF 
JAMES G. ZELLMER 
X0004 

X0002 

D060520 

D060291 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be colonel 


RICHARD K. ADDO 
JAMES E. ANDERSON 
WENDY M. BECHTEL 
ROBERT W. BENNETT, JR. 
PHARISSE BERRY 
WILLIAM M. BORUFF 
SHERRIE L. BOSLEY 
DARRELL L. BRIMBERRY 
JEFFREY W. BRLECIC 
TIMOTHY D. BROWN 
PATRICK W. BURDEN 
JOSEPH R. CALLOWAY 
LESTER J. CAMPBELL 
PAUL A. CHAMBERLAIN 
TIMOTHY D. CHYMA 
SANDRA R. CLARK 
WILLIAM R. CLARK 
BESHARA J. CONSTANTINE, JR. 
THOMAS 8. СООК 
KENNETH D. COPELAND 
MICHAEL D. COPENHAVER 
DENISE H. CORLEY 
ROOSEVELT H. CORPENING 
BRIAN P. CUMMINGS 
ROGER R. DANSEREAU 
ARCHIE P. DAVIS III 
CHRISTOPHER P. DAVIS 
FREDERICK R. DENNISON 
ANDREW J. DIMARCO 
JOSEPH P. DIMINICK 
DARRELL DUCKWORTH 
WILLIAM E. FIELD 
DANIEL A. FINLEY 
JAMES M. FISCUS 
THOMAS P. FLANDERS 
ROBERT E. FLETCHER 
JAMES O. FLY, JR. 
FRANCIS D. FLYNN 
SCOTT A. Z. FORSYTHE 
STEPHANIE L. FOSTER 
WILLIAM S. FULLER 
EDWARD R. GALLOWITZ 
JOSEPH G. GARCIA 
VICTORIANO GARCIA, JR. 
AARON L. GEDULDIG 
HARDEE GREEN 
RONALD L. GREEN 
ROBERT E. GRIGSBY 
JOHN 8. HAMILTON 
SAMMIE L. HARGROVE 
VICTOR M. HARMON 
ROBERT A. HARNEY, JR. 
PATRICK O. HARRIS 
MICHAEL T. HAUSER 
JAMES D. HESS 

TODD A. HEUSSNER 
JUSTIN A. HIRNIAK 
KEITH A. HIRSCHMAN 
ROBERT T. HIXON 
FRANCIS L. HOLINATY 
RICHARD D. HORSLEY 
LEO M. IMPAVIDO, JR. 
BRUCE D. JENKINS 
JOHNNY J. JOHNSTON 
JERRY C. JONES 

KAREN Z. JORDAN 

RYAN B. KIVETT 


LANCE R. KOENIG 
AIMEE L. KOMINIAK 
ROBERT S. LARSEN 
JOHN LEMONDES, JR. 
ROBERT C. LING 
RUSSELL M. LIVINGSTON 
DAVID J. LUDERS 
DOUGLAS M. MCBRIDE 
GARRY W. MCCLENDON 
GREGORY R. MCCLINTON 
ANDREW J. MCCONACHIE 
CHRISTOPHER T. MCCURRY 
EDWARD G. MCGINLEY 
TIMOTHY A. MCKERNAN 
ARIE J. MCSHERRY 
RODNEY A. MENTZER 
MARK F. MIGALEDDI 
SCOTT S. MILLS 
WILLIAM L. MOSELEY 
KEITH E. MUSCHALEK 
RICHARD J. NIEBERDING, JR. 
TYLER C. OSENBAUGH 
JOHN W. PERFETTI 
JOHN L. POLLOCK 
JOSEPH K. POPE 

JOHN A. POTTS 

SCOTT A. PULFORD 
FREDERICK A. PUTHOFF 
MARUE R. QUICK 

BRIAN L. ROGERS 
GWENDOLYN S. ROLAND 
CHRISTIAN E. RUSH 
TONY J. SARVER 
KATHERINE A. SCANLON 
GERHARD P. SCHROTER 
WILLIAM C. SLADE 
MICHAEL W. SNOW 
LEONARD T. STEINER, JR. 
KEVIN P. STODDARD 
KENNETH M. SULLIVAN 
TIMOTHY M. SULLIVAN 
MICHAEL D. THEODOSS 
WILLIAM O. THEWES 
SIDNEY R. THOMAS 

LEO R. THORNE, JR. 
RICKY L. TILLOTSON 
DAVID G. TOUZINSKY 
LEROY L. TUNNAGE 
JEFFREY J. VIEIRA 
ALBERT J. VISCONTI 
PHILLIP D. VONHOLTZ 
JOHN C. WALLER 
WILLIAM J. WANOVICH 
LAWRENCE J. WARK 
JOHN C. WATERS 
CHARLES A. WELLS 
THOMAS R. WETHERINGTON 
TIMOTHY J. WHALEN 
DAVID O. WHITAKER 
DANNY A. WILEY 

JOEL C. WILLIAMS 
JULIAN R. WILLIAMS 
CHRISTOPHER S. WILSON 
TODD R. WOLF 

JOHN S. WOMACK 

BETTY J. YARBROUGH 
0060746 

0060598 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be colonel 


KENNETH P. ADGIE 
ANTONIO A. AGUTO, JR. 
CARL A. ALEX 

SHAWN D. ALLEN 

CAROL L. ANDERSON 
JAN F. APO 

MICHAEL APODACA 
SAMUEL L. ASHLEY 
MARC D. AXELBERG 
JAMES E. BAKER, JR. 
TRACY P. BANISTER 
JAMES T. BARKER 
HILLARY R. BAXTER 
KEITH A. BEAN 

FRANCIS M. BEAUDETTE 
THOMAS G. BELL 
CHRISTOPHER L. BENSON 
WILLIAM F. BIGELOW 
JOSEPH F. BIRCHMEIER 
MARCUS C. BLACK, JR. 
THOMAS S. BLAIR, 
GUSTAVO E. BLUM 

BOB G. BOND 

MICHAEL D. BORG 

MARK C. BOUSSY 

DAVID W. BUCKINGHAM 
JOHN C. BURDETT, JR. 
ROBERT K. BURK 
ROBERT K. BYRD 

PAUL T. CALVERT 
CHRISTOPHER B. CARLILE 
MAXEY B. CARPENTER III 
JONATHAN L. CARROLL 
CURTIS J. CARSON 
TIMOTHY J. CHMURA 
THOMAS V. CHRISTENSEN 
CARMINE CICALESE 
JOEL J. CLARK 
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RONALD P. CLARK 
KEVIN R. CLARKE, JR. 
MARTIN C. CLAUSEN 
CHARLES T. CLIMER, JR. 
CARL R. COFFMAN, JR. 
JONATHAN M. COHEN 
JOHN D. COOKSEY 
DOUGLAS C. CRISSMAN 
RICHARD E. CROGAN II 
JOHN W. CROSS 

PAUL R. DANIELS 
DAVID A. DANIKOWSKI 
BENTON A. DANNER 
DONALD E. DEGIDIO, JR. 
GREGORY P. DEWITT 
ROBERT P. DICKERSON 
MICHAEL A. DILLARD 
PATRICK J. DONAHOE 
STEVEN L. DONALDSON 
THOMAS T. DORAME 


MARSHALL К. DOUGHERTY, JR. 


JOHN P. DRAGO 

JON R. DRUSHAL 
KEVIN R. DUNLOP 
JOHN O. EDBORG 
SCOTT L. EFFLANDT 
CHARLES J. EKVALL, JR. 
CHARLES M. EVANS 
ANGELIA D. FARNELL 
MARK F. FASSL 

DAVID M. FEE 

JOSEPH R. FELICIANO 
RICHARD M. FENOLI 
MICHAEL R. FENZEL 
CHARLES P. FERRY 
WILLIAM J. FINLEY 
CHARLES A. FISH 
THOMAS 8. FISHER 
TIMOTHY E. FITZGERALD 
RONALD F. FIZER 
MICHAEL A. FLEETWOOD 
EDWARD R. FLEMING 
PATRICK D. FRANK 
GEORGE L. FREDRICK 
MARK A. FREITAG 
BARRY A. GAERTNER 
JOSEPH N. GAINES 
NANETTE GALLANT 
DANIEL R. GARCIA 
MARK GATTO 

MORRIS T. GOINS 
HERMAN GOODEN, JR. 
MICHAEL J. GOULD 
MICHAEL 5. GRAESE 
WILLIAM H. GRAHAM, JR. 
HOWARD L. GRAY 
WAYNE C. GRIEME, JR. 
MICHAEL W. GRIFFITH 
ERIK O. GUNHUS 
DIXON M. GUNTHER 
JOHN D. HALL 

RONALD K. HANN, JR. 
SCOTT A. HARRIS 
MICHAEL J. HARTIG 
CHARLES C. HEATHERLY 
DEAN D. НЕІТКАМР 
CHARLES T. HENSLEY 
MARK R. HIRSCHINGER 
ANTHONY J. HOFMANN 
MARTIN J. HOLLAND 
PAUL 8. HOSSENLOPP 
JAMES E. HUTTON 
MICHAEL A. IACOBUCCI 
DAVID S. IMHOF 
DOUGLAS L. INGROS 
TERRY J. JAMISON, JR. 
STEPHEN E. JESELINK 
FREDERICK H. JESSEN 
DAVID G. JOHNSON 
RONALD M. JOHNSON 
RONALD D. JONES 
ROBERT E. KAISER 
JOHN D. KEITH 
MATTHEW 5. KELLEY 
JEFFREY L. KENT 
RICHARD C. KIM 

JOHN W. KING II 

JOHN б. KOLASHESKI 
JOHN M. KOLESSAR 
SCOTT P. KUBICA 
DALE C. KUEHL 
THOMAS G. KUNK 
JOHN G. KUNKLE 
KEITH D. LADD 
WILLIAM J. LEADY, JR. 
ADAM J. LEGG 

CHAD G. LEMAY 
SAMUEL M. LIGO 
MANFRED L. LITTLE II 
JAMES J. LOVE 
RICARDO M. LOVE 
GEORGE A. LUMPKINS 
JAMES В. MACKLIN, JR. 
KEVIN S. MACWATTERS 
LAWRENCE H. MADKINS III 
PATRICK J. MAHANEY, JR. 
GLEN A. MASSET 
MATTHEW D. MATTER 
TIMOTHY J. MCATEER 
FRANK MCCLARY 
ROBERT C. MCDOWELL 
MICHAEL J. MCGUIRE 


24143 


24144 


DENNIS S. MCKEAN 
CHARLES L. MCMURTREY 
CHAD B. MCREE 

BRIAN J. MENNES 
RONALD J. METTERNICH 
DREW R. MEYEROWICH 
JEFFREY L. MILHORN 
MICHAEL W. MINOR 
CLYDE A. MOORE 
ROBERT D. MORSCHAUSER 
FRANK MUGGEO 
STEPHEN C. MYERS 
TIMOTHY E. NEWSOME 
JOHN E. NOVALIS II 
RICKY J. NUSSIO 

JAMES M. OBRIEN 
MARK W. ODOM 

CRAIG A. OSBORNE 
WILLIAM B. OSTLUND 
WADE A. OWENS 

BRIAN R. PAGE 
CHRISTOPHER R. PARSONS 
MARK C. PATTERSON 
COURTNEY W. PAUL 
BARRETT K. PEAVIE 
MICHAEL D. PEMRICK 
CLINTON R. PENDERGAST 
COBY M. PETERSEN 
JAY L. PETERSON 
KENNETH M. PETERSON 
JAMES W. PHILLIPS 
SCOTT W. POWER 
MICHAEL J. PRICE 
TIMOTHY W. QUILLIN 
FRANK Y. RANGEL, JR. 
MICHAEL W. RAUHUT 
CHRISTOPHER D. REED 
VERNIE L. REICHLING, JR. 
ALFRED E. RENZI, JR. 
WILLIAM $. RIGGS 
JOHN M. RILEY 

STEVEN J. ROEMHILDT 
THOMAS J. ROTH 

PAUL D. ROUNSAVILLE 
KENNETH M. ROYALTY 
KENNETH T. ROYAR 
JAMES E. SAENZ 
CHRISTOPHER W. SALLESE 
SCOTT E. SANBORN 
DINO J. SARRACINO 
JEFFREY T. SAUER 
MARK C. SCHWARTZ 
STEVEN A. SCIONEAUX 
CASEY P. SCOTT 

DAVID M. SEARS 
CLAYTON O. SHEFFIELD 
MICHAEL L. SHENK 
ROGER L. SHUCK 

DEAN P. SHULTIS 
REGINALD L. SIKES, JR. 
RANDY L. SMITH 

TROY A. SMITH 

DAVID B. SNODGRASS 
BRUCE V. SONES 
WILLIAM M. STACEY 
DANIEL E. STOLTZ 
MARK A. STRONG 

MARK S. SULLIVAN 
KENNETH D. SWANSON 
ERIC D. SWEENEY 
MICHAEL J. TARSA 
FRANK W. TATE 
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JAMES M. TENNANT 
DONNIE L. THOMAS 
JOHN W. THOMPSON 
RAFAEL TORRES, JR. 
PAUL D. TOUCHETTE 
RICHARD M. TOY 
THOMAS J. TROSSEN 
CARL R. TROUT 
BRYAN P. TRUESDELL 
JOEL K. TYLER 
CHARLES H. VANHEUSEN 
JOHN M. VENHAUS 
VAN J. VOORHEES 
ROBERT P. WADE 
MICHAEL R. WALKER 
DANIEL R. WALRATH 
MICHAEL T. WALSH 
MARK L. WALTERS 
ALLAN L. WEBSTER 
LEONARD E. WELLS 
ERIC M. WELSH 
RICHARD E. WHITE 
BARRY K. WILLIAMS 
PATRICK W. WILLIAMS 
RONALD J. WILLIAMS 
JOEL A. WOODWARD 
FRANK ZACHAR 

GUY M. ZERO 

MARIA T. ZUMWALT 
0070302 

0070229 

0060526 

0060267 

0070487 


IN THE MARINE CORPS 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR REGULAR AP- 
POINTMENT IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED 
STATES MARINE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
531: 


To be major 


CHRISTOPHER M. BRANNEN 
MONTGOMERY C. ERFOURTH 
LEO S. GREGORY 

JOSEPH G. MARINE II 
HARRY 8. PORTER 

JEFFREY L. SEAVY 

MARK C. SMYDRA 

ERICH H. WAGNER 


IN THE NAVY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be commander 
MARK C. HOLLEY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be commander 
MICHAEL C. COLLINS 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR REGULAR AP- 
POINTMENT IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED 
STATES NAVY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531: 


To be lieutenant commander 
CHANNING J. THOMAS 


November 17, 2008 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR REGULAR AP- 
POINTMENT IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED 
STATES NAVY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 
1211: 


To be lieutenant 
EVAN B. WILLIAMS 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR REGULAR AP- 
POINTMENT IN THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED 
STATES NAVY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 581 AND 
5582: 


To be lieutenant commander 


GERALD C. LOWE 
VICTOR D. OLIVER 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR APPOINT- 
MENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531: 


To be lieutenant commander 


EDWARD J. ARRISON 
GLORIA J. KING 
CLEVIS T. PARKER, SR. 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR TEMPORARY 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
5721: 


To be lieutenant commander 


GREGORY R. ADAMS 
JON G. BOGER 

DEREK J. CEDARS 
BENNETT M. CHRISTMAN 
COLIN CORRIDAN 
ALLEN P. DECKERS 
GARY E. DUBIA 

RANDY M. ELDER 
ANDREW J. ELLIS 
JEFFREY C. FASSBENDER 
DAVID W. FASSEL 
MICHAEL T. FAUST 
BRYAN 8. GALLO 
VICTOR J. GARZA 
WAYNE Н. GAYLE 
SCOTT E. HARRIS 
MARY K. HAYS 

JOHN R. HODGES 
WILLIAM M. JAMESON 
DOUGLAS E. JONART 
AMY E. LINDAHL 
NATHAN D. LUTHER 
MATTHEW J. MACKAY 
DAVID T. MAGEE 
JAMES P. MAY 
MATTHEW A. MCNEALY 
MARK D. MISENER 
JAMES A. MURDOCK 
ENRIQUE ORTIGUERRA 
MICHAEL J. POPLAWSKI 
DANIEL K. RACE 
JEFFREY J. STGEORGE 
TRICIA L. TEAS 

JAMES J. VONSTPAUL 
STEPHEN A. WIEGEL 
DONOVAN B. WORTHAM 
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 


SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys- 
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com- 
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit- 
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com- 
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor- 
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 


section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 


Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, No- 
vember 18, 2008 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today's RECORD. 


MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
NOVEMBER 19 


9:30 a.m. 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina- 
tion of Neil M. Barofsky, of New York, 
to be Special Inspector General for the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program of the 

Treasury. 
SD-538 


10 a.m. 
Budget 
To hold hearings to examine the eco- 
nomic outlook and options for stim- 
ulus. 
SD-608 
Finance 
To hold hearings to examine health care 
reform, focusing on the economic per- 
Spective. 
SD-215 
Judiciary 
To hold hearings to examine helping 
families stay in their homes, focusing 
on the role of bankruptcy laws. 


SH-216 
2p.m. 
Commission on Security and Cooperation 
in Europe 
To hold hearings to examine 


Turkmenistan, focusing on prospects 
for change. 
B-818, Rayburn Building 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 


Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Pursuant to section 2 of House Con- 
current Resolution 440, 110th Congress, 
the House met at 1 p.m. and was called 
to order by the Speaker pro tempore 
(Mr. MCNULTY). 


Ee 


DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 19, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL R. 
McNULTY to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


a 


NOTICE OF REASSEMBLY 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair lays before the House the text of 
the formal notice of reassembly that 
was sent to Members on Friday, No- 
vember 14, 2008. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, November 13, 2008. 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: Pursuant to sec- 
tion 2 of House Concurrent Resolution 440, 
after consultation with the Minority Leader 
of the House and the Minority Leader of the 
Senate, we determine that the public inter- 
est requires that the House reassemble at 1 
p.m. on Wednesday, November 19, 2008, the 
Senate already being in session. 

The Sergeant at Arms is directed to notify 
all Members of the reassembly of the House 
of Representatives for additional legislative 
business during the second session of the One 
Hundred Tenth Congress. 

Thank you for your attention to this ur- 
gent matter. 

Best Regards, 
NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House. 
HARRY REID, 
Majority Leader of the 
Senate. 


EE 
PRAYER 


The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Perhaps, Lord God, it is because we 
look upon You as the Supreme Creator, 
or ever-lasting goodness or uncondi- 
tional love, that we see ourselves as 
ever changing and each one of us as an 
unfinished story created, yet far from 
Your image and likeness. 

Since life seems to be filled with an 
endless series of tasks and a cacophony 
of demands, this 110th Congress gathers 
for another session to seek Your mercy 
and guidance as we face so many limi- 
tations. 


Help these representatives of people 
across this Nation who have worries, 
problems, and doubts, that they find 
compassion for those who suffer most, 
sound principles upon which to base 
their response, and wisdom in working 
out detailed and prudent solutions to 
very complicated issues. 

With firm resolve, Lord, to listen to 
each other as well as to Your own re- 
vealed truth and holy inspiration, in 
You, our God, we place our trust now 
and forever. 

Amen. 


THE JOURNAL 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour- 
nal stands approved. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Missouri (Mr. SKEL- 
TON) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. SKELTON led the Pledge of Alle- 
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 


OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, October 15, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives, I have the honor to transmit an enve- 
lope received from the White House on Octo- 
ber 14, 2008, at 11:00 a.m. and said to contain 
a letter from the President dated October 14, 
2008 whereby he submits a certification pur- 
suant to sec. 115(a)(2) of PL 110-348. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 


This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., 


CERTIFICATION PURSUANT TO 
EMERGENCY ECONOMIC STA- 
BILIZATION ACT ОК 2008—MES- 
SAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 110-158) 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Financial Services and ordered to be 
printed: 

ТНЕ WHITE HOUSE 
Washington, DC, October 14, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to section 
115(a) (2) of the Emergency Economic Sta- 
bilization Act of 2008 (Public Law 110—343) 
(the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby certify that it is nec- 
essary for the Secretary of the Treasury to 
exercise the authority granted under the Act 
to purchase, or commit to purchase, troubled 
assets up to the limit of $350 billion out- 
standing at any one time. 

Sincerely, 
GEORGE W. BUSH. 


EE 
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COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, November 18, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, The Capitol, House of Representa- 
tives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives, the Clerk received the following mes- 
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No- 
vember 18, 2008, at 1:54 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend- 
ment H.R. 5714. 

That the Senate agreed to the House 
amendment S. 602. 


Appointments: Congressional Oversight 
Panel (2). 
With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 


LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 


-— 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bills and joint resolution were 
signed: 


1407 is 2:07 p.m. 


Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor. 
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By Speaker pro tempore VAN HOLLEN 
on Monday, October 6, 2008: 

H.R. 4010, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo- 
cated at 100 West Percy Street in 
Indianola, Mississippi, as the ‘‘Minnie 
Cox Post Office Building". 

H.R. 4181, to designate a portion of 
California State Route 91 located in 
Los Angeles County, California, as the 
“Juanita Millender-McDonald High- 
way”. 

H.R. 5159, to establish the Office of 
the Capitol Visitor Center within the 
Office of the Architect of the Capitol, 
headed by the Chief Executive Officer 
for Visitor Services, to provide for the 
effective management and administra- 
tion of the Capitol Visitor Center, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 6197, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo- 
cated at 7095 Highway 57 in Counce, 
Tennessee, as the ‘Pickwick Post Of- 
fice Building”. 

H.R. 6469, to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to authorize increased Fed- 
eral funding for the Organ Procure- 
ment and Transplantation Network. 

H.R. 6558, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo- 
cated at 1750 Lundy Avenue in San 
Jose, California, as the “Gordon N. 
Chan Post Office Building”. 

H.R. 6834, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo- 
cated at 4 South Main Street in Wal- 
lingford, Connecticut, as the “CWO 
Richard R. Lee Post Office Building”. 

H.R. 6902, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo- 
cated at 513 6th Avenue in Dayton, 
Kentucky, as the ‘‘Staff Sergeant Nich- 
olas Ray Carnes Post Office”. 

H.R. 6982, to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service lo- 
cated at 210 South Ellsworth Avenue in 
San Mateo, California, as the “Гео J. 
Ryan Post Office Building”. 

H.R. 7222, to extend the Andean 
Trade Preference Act, and for other 
purposes. 

H.J. Res. 100, appointing the day for 
the convening of the first session of the 
One Hundred Eleventh Congress and es- 
tablishing the date for the counting of 
the electoral votes for President and 
Vice President cast by the electors in 
December 2008. 

On Tuesday, October 7, 2008: 

S. 3197, an act to amend title 11, 
United States Code, to exempt for a 
limited period, from the application of 
the means-test presumption of abuse 
under chapter 7, qualifying members of 
reserve components of the Armed 
Forces and members of the National 
Guard who, after September 11, 2001, 
are called to active duty or to perform 
a homeland defense activity for not 
less than 90 days. 


_——Ҥуү[ӨЄ 
COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
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nication from the Honorable JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, Republican Leader: 
CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, October 1, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to Section 
3338(a)(2) of the Consolidated Natural Re- 
sources Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-229), I am 
pleased to appoint Mrs. Rosa J. Correa of 
Bridgeport, Connecticut as a voting member 
to the Commission to Study the Potential 
Creation of a National Museum of the Amer- 
ican Latino. Dr. Aida Levitan, Key Biscayne, 
Florida, previously appointed, shall also be a 
voting member. 

Both Dr. Levitan and Mrs. Correa have ex- 
pressed interest in serving in this capacity 
and I am pleased to fulfill the requests. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Republican Leader. 


— _ 


MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEM- 
BRANCE OF MEMBERS OF 
ARMED FORCES AND THEIR 
FAMILIES 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask 
all Members to rise for the purpose of 
a moment of silence. 

The Chair asks that the House now 
observe a moment of silence in remem- 
brance of our brave men and women in 
uniform who have given their lives in 
the service of our Nation in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, their families, and all 
who serve in our Armed Forces. 


EE 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 


The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 


OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I have the honor to 
transmit herewith a facsimile copy of a let- 
ter received from Ms. Pat Wolfe, Elections 
Administrator, Office of the Secretary of 
State, State of Ohio, indicating that, accord- 
ing to the unofficial returns of the Special 
Election held November 18, 2008, the Honor- 
able Marcia L. Fudge was elected Represent- 
ative to Congress for the Eleventh Congres- 
sional District, State of Ohio. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk. 
OHIO SECRETARY OF STATE, 
Columbus, OH, November 19, 2008. 
Re: Ohio’s 11th Congressional District—unoffi- 
cial results of special election of November 
18, 2008. 
Hon. LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR Ms. MILLER: Per your request, this is 
to advise you that the unofficial results of 
the Special Election held on Tuesday, No- 
vember 18, 2008, for Representative to Con- 


24147 


gress from the 11th Congressional District of 
Ohio, indicates that the Honorable Marcia L. 
Fudge received 8,450 votes. 

Ms. Fudge was the only candidate for the 
office. Therefore, it appears from the unoffi- 
cial results that Ms. Fudge has been elected 
as Representative to Congress of the 11th 
Congressional District of Ohio. 

As soon as the official results are certified 
to this office by the Cuyahoga County Board 
of Elections, which must be no later than 
December 19, 2008, the official Certificate of 
Election will be prepared and transmitted as 
required by law. 

Sincerely, 
PATRICIA WOLFE, 
Elections Administrator. 


— RE 


SWEARING IN OF THE HONORABLE 
MARCIA FUDGE, OF OHIO, AS A 
MEMBER OF THE HOUSE 


Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the gentle- 
woman from Ohio, the Honorable 
MARCIA FUDGE, be permitted to take 
the oath of office today. 

Her certificate of election has not ar- 
rived, but there is no contest and no 
question has been raised with regard to 
her election. 

The SPEAKER. Is there objection to 
the request of the gentlewoman from 
Ohio? 

There was no objection. 

The SPEAKER. Will Representative- 
elect FUDGE and the members of the 
Ohio delegation present themselves in 
the well. 

Ms. FUDGE appeared at the bar of the 
House and took the oath of office, as 
follows: 

Do you solemnly swear or affirm that 
you will support and defend the Con- 
stitution of the United States against 
all enemies, foreign and domestic; that 
you will bear true faith and allegiance 
to the same; that you take this obliga- 
tion freely, without any mental res- 
ervation or purpose of evasion; and 
that you will well and faithfully dis- 
charge the duties of the office on which 
you are about to enter, so help you 
God. 

The SPEAKER. Congratulations. You 
are now а Member of the 110th Con- 
gress. 


EE 


WELCOMING THE HONORABLE 
MARCIA FUDGE TO THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 


The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. KAP- 
TUR) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Madam Speaker and 
Members of the House, obviously this 
is a great moment of joy for our coun- 
try and for our delegation. Congress- 
woman MARCIA FUDGE will become an 
outstanding Member of this House. She 
is an attorney, a businesswoman, and a 
mayor—indeed, the first female mayor, 
and first African American mayor of 
Warrensville, Ohio—since the year 2000. 
That alone constitutes major accom- 
plishments. 
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She has her law degree from Cleve- 
land State University, and she will be- 
come the ninth female Member ever 
elected to this Chamber from the great 
State of Ohio, and only the second Af- 
rican American woman ever to be 
elected from our State. 

As Mayor of Warrensville, Ohio, she 
has been heavily involved in economic 
development. In fact, she said, “Т be- 
lieve people started to feel really good 
about where they lived because of the 
results of our economic development 
efforts, and I think when people feel 
good about where they live, that pride 


transitions into so many positive 
things." 
Congresswoman FUDGE formerly 


Served our beloved colleague Rep- 
resentative Stephanie Tubbs Jones as 
her Chief of Staff during her early 
years. She also worked early in her ca- 
reer on Carl Stokes’ Cleveland bid for 
mayor, as a teenager, heading up 
Young Folks for Stokes. 

She has been a law clerk; a tax attor- 
ney; county prosecutor’s office attor- 
ney; held Cuyahoga County Budget, 
Tax, and Finance positions; and she is 
Immediate Past President of Delta 
Sigma Theta Sorority, serving from 
1996 to 2000. We know what a power- 
house that is. 

She’s also a board member of the fa- 
mous Cleveland Public Library and, 
perhaps most important of all, she’s a 
member of the Baptist Glenville 
Church of God. We know she’s come 
this far by faith. 

We welcome her here today and join 
her among our Buckeye ranks. 

I would be pleased to yield to the fine 
dean of our delegation from the Repub- 
lican side of the aisle, Congressman 
RALPH REGULA, who we will say good- 
bye to as a Member this year, but not 
as a former Member, and we expect to 
see him and his beautiful wife, Mary, 
very often. 

Mr. REGULA. I thank the gentlelady 
for yielding. It’s certainly with pleas- 
ure that I rise today as the dean of the 
Ohio delegation to welcome our newest 
Member, the Honorable MARCIA FUDGE, 
of the 11th District. We will all sadly 
recall our delegation and this House 
unexpectedly lost our friend and col- 
league, the Honorable Stephanie Tubbs 
Jones, this past August. While we all 
miss Stephanie’s warmth and friend- 
ship, today we welcome Congress- 
woman FUDGE to this body. 

As my colleague from Toledo has 
said, she has an outstanding record of 
achievements, and I know she will be a 
very strong contributing Member to 
this body. Of course, she has the great 
experience of serving as the Mayor of 
Warrensville Heights. Any of you that 
have experienced local government, 
particularly as a mayor or a council 
person, you know that you have to 
learn to accommodate, compromise, 
reach across the aisle, and do a lot of 
things that will make for success in 
this body. 
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Also, she is a product of Ohio’s fine 
schools. She has a bachelor’s degree in 
Business Administration from the Ohio 
State University. Go Bucks. She has a 
law degree from the Cleveland Mar- 
shall College of Law at Cleveland State 
University. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of my col- 
leagues on my side of the aisle, and col- 
leagues generally, we are happy to wel- 
come Ms. FUDGE as one of our Members 
and wish her a long and successful ca- 
reer as a Member of this body. It’s a 
great honor to serve in the United 
States Congress. I think all of us can 
attest to that. 

I thank the gentlelady for yielding. 
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Ms. KAPTUR. I thank the gentleman, 
and know that Congresswoman FUDGE 
will be a valued member of our delega- 
tion. We have our work cut out for us. 

We welcome you. 

Madam Speaker, we yield back our 
remaining time. 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentlewoman from Ohio (Ms. 
FUDGE) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 

Ms. FUDGE. Thank you. 

Madam Speaker, Leader BOEHNER, 
Representative KAPTUR, Representa- 
tive REGULA, the Ohio delegation, 
Members of the 110th Congress, it is, 
indeed, my pleasure and my privilege 
to be with you here today. 

I want to first just thank my mother 
and my family and my staff, my 
friends, the members of my great so- 
rority—Delta Sigma Theta—all of the 
residents of Warrensville Heights, 
Ohio, where I served for so many years 
as mayor, and all of the people of the 
llth District for the confidence they 
placed in me in the last three elections 
that I have been in over the last 6 
weeks. I, as well, would like to thank 
my predecessors on whose shoulders I 
stand  today—the Honorable Louis 
Stokes and my very dear friend, the 
Honorable Stephanie Tubbs Jones. 

То all of my colleagues, I say to you 
that I look forward to working with 
you because there is much work to be 
done, and I am certainly up to the 
task. I am а person who you can count 
on. I will work hard because I know 
what my job is, and my job is to serve 
the people who put me here. I know 
that my job is to do the most for those 
who have the least, and so I will work 
hard because I have promises to keep. I 
have made promises not only to myself 
and to the people of the 11th District 
but to my departed friend. So count on 
me because I do, indeed, have a promise 
to keep. 

Thank you so much. 


ӨЫ 
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 


The SPEAKER. Under clause 5(d) of 
rule XX, the Chair announces to the 
House that, in light of the administra- 


November 19, 2008 


tion of the oath of office to the gentle- 
woman from Ohio (Ms. FUDGE), the 
whole number of the House is 435. 


EE 


RECESS 


The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the 
House in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 1 o’clock and 32 min- 
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 


EE 
1504 
AFTER RECESS 


The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. UDALL of Colorado) at 3 
o’clock and 4 minutes p.m. 


EE 


DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS TODAY 


Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak- 
er, I ask unanimous consent that the 
business in order under the Calendar 
Wednesday rule be dispensed with 
today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Vermont? 

There was no objection. 


a 


ENROLLED BILLS AND JOINT 
RESOLUTION SIGNED 


Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en- 
rolled bills and a joint resolution of the 
House of the following titles, which 
were thereupon signed by Speaker pro 
tempore, Mr. VAN HOLLEN on October 6, 
2008: 

H.R. 4010. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 100 West Percy Street in Indianola, Mis- 
sissippi, as the ‘‘Minnie Cox Post Office 
Building". 

Н.В. 4181. An act to designate а portion of 
California State Route 91 located in Los An- 
geles County, California, as the ‘‘Juanita 
Millender-McDonald Highway". 

H.R. 5159. An act to establish the Office of 
the Capitol Visitor Center within the Office 
of the Architect of the Capitol, headed by 
the Chief Executive Officer for Visitor Serv- 
ices, to provide for the effective management 
and administration of the Capitol Visitor 
Center, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6197. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 7095 Highway 57 in Counce, Tennessee, as 
the ‘‘Pickwick Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6469. An act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize increased 
Federal funding for the Organ Procurement 
and Transplantation Network. 

H.R. 6558. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1750 Lundy Avenue in San Jose, Cali- 
fornia, as the “Gordon N. Chan Post Office 
Building". 

H.R. 6834. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 4 South Main Street in Wallingford, Con- 
necticut, as the ‘‘CWO Richard В. Lee Post 
Office Building". 
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H.R. 6902. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 518 6th Avenue in Dayton, Kentucky, as 
the “Staff Sergeant Nicholas Ray Carnes 
Post Office". 

H.R. 6982. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 210 South Ellsworth Avenue in San Mateo, 
California, as the ‘‘Leo J. Ryan Post Office 
Building". 

H.R. 7222. An act to extend the Andean 
Trade Preference Act, and for the other pur- 
poses. 

H.J. Res. 100. Joint resolution appointing 
the day for the convening of the first session 
of the One Hundred Eleventh Congress and 
establishing the date for the counting of the 
electoral votes for President and Vice Presi- 
dent cast by the electors in December 2008. 


AME 


SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 


The Speaker pro tempore, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, announced his signature on 
October 7, 2008 to an enrolled bill of the 
Senate of the following title: 


S. 3197. An act to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to exempt for a limited period, 
from the application of the means-test pre- 
sumption of abuse under chapter 7, quali- 
fying members of reserve components of the 
Armed Forces and members of the National 
Guard who, after September 11, 2001, are 
called to active duty or to perform a home- 
land defense activity for not less than 90 
days. 


ES 


BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTION 
PRESENTED TO THE PRESIDENT 


Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on September 30, 
2008 she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bills and joint resolution. 

H.R. 1157. To amend the Public Health 
Service Act to authorize the Director of the 
National Institute of Environmental Health 
Sciences to make grants for the development 
and operation of research centers regarding 
environmental factors that may be related 
to the etiology of breast cancer. 

H.R. 1343. To amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide additional authoriza- 
tions of appropriations for the health centers 
program under section 330 of such Act, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 1777. To amend the Improving Amer- 
ica's Schools Act of 1994 to make permanent 
the favorable treatment of need-based edu- 
cational aid under the antitrust laws. 

H.R. 2851. To amend the Employee Retire- 
ment Income Security Act of 1974, the Public 
Health Service Act, and the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that dependent 
students who take а medically necessary 
leave of absence do not lose health insurance 
coverage, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3068. To prohibit the award of con- 
tracts to provide guard services under the 
contract security guard program of the Fed- 
eral Protective Service to а business concern 
that is owned, controlled, or operated by an 
individual who has been convicted of a fel- 
ony. 

H.R. 3229. To require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of 
the legacy of the United States Army Infan- 
try and the establishment of the National In- 
fantry Museum and Soldier Center. 

H.R. 4120. To amend title 18, United States 
Code, to provide for more effective prosecu- 
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tion of cases involving child pornography, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5001. To authorize the Administrator 
of General Services to provide for the rede- 
velopment of the Old Post Office Building lo- 
cated in the District of Columbia. 

H.R. 5057. To reauthorize the Debbie Smith 
DNA Backlog Grant Program, and for other 
purposes. 

H.R. 5265. To amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for research with re- 
Spect to various forms of muscular dys- 
trophy, including Becker, congenital, distal, 
Duchenne, Emery-Dreifuss facioscapulohu- 
meral, limb-girdle, myotonic, and oculophar- 
yngeal, muscular dystrophies. 

H.R. 5571. To extend for 5 years the pro- 
geram relating to waiver of the foreign coun- 
try residence requirement with respect to 
international medical graduates, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 5872. To require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of 
the centennial of the Boy Scouts of America, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5975. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 101 
West Main Street in Waterville, New York, 
as the ‘‘Cpl. John P. Sigsbee Post Office". 

H.R. 6092. To designate the facility of the 

United States Postal Service located at 101 
Tallapoosa Street in Bremen, Georgia, as the 
“Sergeant Paul Saylor Post Office Build- 
ing". 
H.R. 6370. To transfer excess Federal prop- 
erty administered by the Coast Guard to the 
Confederated Tribes of the Coos, Lower Ump- 
qua, and Siuslaw Indians. 

H.R. 6437. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 200 
North Texas Avenue in Odessa, Texas, as the 
“Corporal Alfred Mac Wilson Post Office". 

H.R. 6460. To amend the Federal Water Pol- 
lution Control Act to provide for the remedi- 
ation of sediment contamination in areas of 
concern, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6946. To make a technical correction 
in the NET 911 Improvement Act of 2008. 

H.J. Res. 62. To honor the achievements 
and contributions of Native Americans to 
the United States, and for other purposes. 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House also reports that on October 3, 
2008 she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bills. 

H.R. 928. To amend the Inspector General 
Act of 1978 to enhance the independence of 
the Inspectors General, to create à Council 
of the Inspectors General on Integrity and 
Efficiency, and for other purposes. 

Н.В. 1424. То provide authority for the Fed- 
eral Government to purchase and insure cer- 
tain types of troubled assets for the purposes 
of providing stability to and preventing dis- 
ruption in the economy and financial system 
and protecting taxpayers, to amend the In- 
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incen- 
tives for energy production and conserva- 
tion, to extend certain expiring provisions, 
to provide individual income tax relief, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 1532. To amend the Public Health 
Service Act with respect to making progress 
toward the goal of eliminating tuberculosis, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 2786. To reauthorize the programs for 
housing assistance for Native Americans. 

H.R. 2963. To transfer certain land in Riv- 
erside County, California, and San Diego 
County, California, from the Bureau of Land 
Management to the United States to be held 
in trust for the Pechanga Band of Luiseno 
Mission Indians, and for other purposes. 
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H.R. 5350. To authorize the Secretary of 
Commerce to sell or exchange certain Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion property located in Norfolk, Virginia, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5618. To reauthorize and amend the 
National Sea Grant College Program Act, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6098. To amend the Homeland Secu- 
rity Act of 2002 to improve the financial as- 
sistance provided to State, local, and tribal 
governments for information sharing activi- 
ties, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6849. To amend the commodity provi- 
sions of the Food, Conservation, and Energy 
Act of 2008 to permit producers to aggregate 
base acres and reconstitute farms to avoid 
the prohibition on receiving direct pay- 
ments, counter-cyclical payments, or aver- 
age crop revenue election payments when 
the sum of the base acres of a farm is 10 
acres or less, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7081. To approve the United States- 
India Agreement for Cooperation on Peaceful 
Uses of Nuclear Energy, and for other pur- 
poses. 


Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House also reports that on October 6, 
2008 she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bills. 


Н.В. 2095. То amend title 49, United States 
Code, to prevent railroad fatalities, injuries, 
and hazardous materials releases, to author- 
ize the Federal Railroad Safety Administra- 
tion, and for other purpose. 

Н.В. 3480. To direct the United States Sen- 
tencing Commission to assure appropriate 
punishment enhancements for those involved 
in receiving stolen property where that prop- 
erty consists of grave markers of veterans, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4544. To require the issuance of med- 
als to recognize the dedication and valor of 
Native American code talkers. 

H.R. 6063. To authorize the programs of the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6296. To extend through 2013 the au- 
thority of the Federal Election Commission 
to impose civil money penalties on the basis 
of а schedule of penalties established and 
published by the Commission. 

H.R. 6358. To amend the Controlled Sub- 
stances Act to address online pharmacies. 

H.R. 6524. To authorize the Administrator 
of General Services to take certain actions 
with respect to parcels of real property lo- 
cated in Eastlake, Ohio, and Koochiching 
County, Minnesota, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7082. To amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to permit the Secretary of the 
Treasury to disclose certain prisoner return 
information to the Federal Bureau of Pris- 
ons, and for other purposes. 

H.R. "7177. To authorize the transfer of 
naval vessels to certain foreign recipients, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7198. To establish the Stephanie Tubbs 
Jones Gift of Life Medal for organ donors 
and the family of organ donors. 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House also reports that on October 7, 
2008 she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bills. 

H.R. 1714. To clarify the boundaries of 
Coastal Barrier Resources System Clam Pass 
Unit FL-64P. 

H.R. 6045. To amend title I of the Omnibus 
Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 1968 to 
extend the authorization of the Bulletproof 
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Vest Partnership Grant Program through 
fiscal year 2012. 

H.R. 6073. 'To provide that Federal employ- 
ees receiving their pay by electronic funds 
transfer shall be given the option of receiv- 
ing their pay stubs electronically. 

H.R. 6083. To authorize funding to conduct 
a national training program for State and 
local prosecutors. 

H.R. 6199. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 245 
North Main Street in New City, New York, 
as the ‘‘Kenneth Peter Zebrowski Post Office 
Building". 

H.R. 6229. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 2523 
7th Avenue East in North Saint Paul, Min- 
nesota, as the "Mayor William ‘Bill’ 
Sandberg Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6338. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 4233 
West Hillsboro Boulevard in Coconut Creek, 
Florida, as the “Army SPC Daniel Agami 
Post Office Building". 

H.R. 65831. To amend chapter 13 of title 17, 
United States Code (relating to the vessel 
hull design protection), to clarify the defini- 
tions of а hull and a deck. 

H.R. 6874. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 156 
Taunton Avenue in Seekonk, Massachusetts, 
as the ‘‘Lance Corporal Eric Paul Valdepenas 
Post Office Building". 

H.R. 7084. To amend section 114 of title 17, 
United States Code, to provide for agree- 
ments for the reproduction and performance 
of sound recordings by webcasters. 

H.R. 7222. To extend the Andean Trade 
Preference Act, and for other purposes. 


Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports also that on October 9, 
2008 she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bills and joint resolution. 


Н.В. 5159. То establish the Office of the 
Capitol Visitor Center within the Office of 
the Architect of the Capitol, headed by the 
Chief Executive Officer for Visitor Services, 
to provide for the effective management and 
administration of the Capitol Visitor Center, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6469. To amend the Public Health 
Service Act to authorize increased Federal 
funding for the Organ Procurement and 
Transplantation Network. 

H.J. Res 100. Appointing the day for the 
convening of the first session of the One 
Hundred Eleventh Congress and establishing 
the date for the counting of the electoral 
votes for President and Vice President cast 
by the electors in December 2008. 


Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House also reports that on October 10, 
2008 she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bills. 


Н.В. 1594. То designate the Department of 
Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic in Her- 
mitage, Pennsylvania, as the Michael A. 
Marzano Department of Veterans Affairs 
Outpatient Clinic. 

H.R. 3511. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 2150 
East Hardtner Drive in Urania, Louisiana, as 
the ‘‘Murphy A. Tannehill Post Office Build- 
ing". 

H.R. 4010. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 100 
West Percy Street in Indianola, Mississippi, 
as the ‘‘Minnie Cox Post Office Building". 

Н.В. 4131. To designate а portion of Cali- 
fornia State Route 91 located in Lost Ange- 
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les County, California, as the Juanita 
Millender-McDonald Highway". 

H.R. 6197. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 7095 
Highway 57 in Counce, Tennessee, as the 
“Pickwick Post Office Building". 
H.R. 6558. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 1750 
Lundy Avenue in San Jose, California, as the 
“Gordon N. Chan Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6681. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 300 
Vine Street in New Lenox, Illinois, as the 
“Jacob M. Lowell Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6834. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 4 
South Main Street in Wallingford, Con- 
necticut, as the ‘‘CWO Richard R. Lee Post 
Office Building". 

H.R. 6847. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 801 
Industrial Boulevard in Ellijay, Georgia, as 
the *First Lieutenant Noah Harris Ellijay 
Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6902. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 513 
6th Avenue in Dayton, Kentucky, as the 
“Staff Sergeant Nicholas Ray Carnes Post 
Office". 

H.R. 6982. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 210 
South Ellsworth Avenue in San Mateo, Cali- 
fornia, as the “Гео J. Ryan Post Office 
Building". 


ee 


ADJOURNMENT 


Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak- 
er, I move that the House do now ad- 
journ. 

The motion was agreed to; accord- 
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 5 minutes p.m.), 
the House adjourned until tomorrow, 
Thursday, November 20, 2008, at 10 a.m. 


—— 


OATH OF OFFICE MEMBERS, RESI- 
DENT COMMISSIONER, AND DEL- 
EGATES 


The oath of office required by the 
sixth article of the Constitution of the 
United States, and as provided by sec- 
tion 2 of the act of May 13, 1884 (28 
Stat. 22), to be administered to Mem- 
bers, Resident Commissioner, and Dele- 
gates of the House of Representatives, 
the text of which is carried in 5 U.S.C. 
3331: 

“Т, AB, do solemnly swear (or af- 
firm) that I will support and defend 
the Constitution of the United 
States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that I will bear true 
faith and allegiance to the same; 
that I take this obligation freely, 
without any mental reservation or 
purpose of evasion; and that I will 
well and faithfully discharge the 
duties of the office on which I am 
about to enter. So help me God." 


has been subscribed to in person and 
filed in duplicate with the Clerk of the 
House of Representatives by the fol- 
lowing Member of the 110th Congress, 
pursuant to the provisions of 2 U.S.C. 
25: 

MARCIA L. FUDGE, Ohio, 11th. 
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EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 


Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

9084. A letter from the Congressional Re- 
view Coordinator, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Addition of Russia and Azerbaijan to 
the List of Regions Where African Swine 
Fever Exists [Docket No.: APHIS-2008-0107] 
received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9085. A letter from the Congressional Re- 
view Coordinator, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Viral Hemorrhagic Septicemia; Inter- 
state Movement and Import Restrictions on 
Certain Live Fish [Docket No.: APHIS-2007- 
0038] (RIN: 0579-AC74) received November 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

9086. A letter from the Congressional Re- 
view Coordinator, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Agricultural Bioterrorism Protection 
Act of 2002; Biennial Review and Republica- 
tion of the Select Agent and Toxin List 
[Docekt No.: APHIS-2007-0033] (RIN: 0579- 
AC53) received October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9087. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, transmitting a report 
of a violation of the Antideficiency Act by 
the Department of Agriculture (USDA) For- 
est Service, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1517(b); to 
the Committee on Appropriations. 

9088. A letter from the Acting Under Sec- 
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
a report of a violation of the Antideficiency 
Act by the Department of the Army, Case 
Number 05-17, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1517(b); 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

9089. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary of the Air Force, Department of 
the Air Force, transmitting a proposal from 
the Department of the Air Force to dispose 
by lease renewal to the Lompoc Unified 
School District, 15.48 acres of land at Van- 
denberg Air Force Base, pursuant to 10 
U.S.C. 2667(a); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

9090. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Defense, transmitting letter on the 
approved retirement of General Robert W. 
Wagner, United States Army, and his ad- 
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the retired list; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

9091. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting letter 
on the approved retirement of Lieutenant 
General Henry A. Obering III, United States 
Air Force, and his advancement to the grade 
of lieutenant general on the retired list; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

9092. A letter from the Assistant Deputy 
Under Secretary of Defense Environment, 
Safety and Occupational Health, Department 
of Defense, transmitting the fiscal year 2007 
report entitled, * Operation and Financial 
Support of Military Museums"; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

9093. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting letter 
on the approved retirement of General Wil- 
lam S. Wallace, United States Army, and 
his advancement to the grade of general on 
the retired list; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

9094. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting author- 
ization of 14 officers to wear the authorized 
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insignia of the grade of major general, pursu- 
ant to 10 U.S.C. 777; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

9095. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting letter 
on the approved retirement of General Bruce 
A. Carlson, United States Air Force, and his 
advancement to the grade of general on the 
retired list; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

9096. A letter from the Acting Under Sec- 
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
the Department’s quarterly report as of Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, entitled, ‘‘Acceptance of con- 
tributions for defense programs, projects and 
activities; Defense Cooperation Account," 
pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2608; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

9097. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement, Acquisition Policy, and Stra- 
tegic Sourcing, Department of Defense, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup- 
plement; Evaluation Factor for Use of Mem- 
bers of the Selected Reserve (DFARS Case 
2006-D014) (RIN: 0750-AF40) received October 
8, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

9098. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De- 
fense, transmitting the Deparment's report 
entitled, Long-Term Operational Missions 
Performed By Reserve Component Members 
Providing Operational Support," pursuant to 
Section 416 of the Fiscal Year 2008 National 
Defense Authorization Act (NDAA); to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

9099. A letter from the Deputy Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De- 
partment's report, pursuant to Public Law 
110-116, section 1402; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

9100. A letter from the Director, Executive 
Office of the President, Office of National 
Drug Control Policy, transmitting an adden- 
dum to the Fiscal Year 2007 Performance 
Summary Report, pursuant to Public Law 
105-277, section 705(d); to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

9101. A letter from the Directors of HOPE 
for Homeowners Program, Board of Directors 
of the HOPE for Homeowners Program, 
transmitting the Board's Major" final rule 
— HOPE for Homeowners Program: Program 
Regulations [Docket No. B-2009-F-01] (RIN: 
2580-A A00) received October 24, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

9102. A letter from the Administrator, 
Rural Housing Service, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department's final 
rule — Direct Multi-Family Housing Loans 
and Grants — received October 29, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9103. A letter from the Cheif Counsel, De- 
partment of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Changes 
in Flood Elevation Determinations — re- 
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9104. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting the  Depart- 
ment's final rule — Mortgagee Review Board 
(MRB); Amendments to the MRB Regula- 
tions [Docket No. FR-5082-F-02] (RIN: 2510- 
AA01) received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services. 

9105. A letter from the Chairman and Presi- 
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report on transactions involving U.S. exports 
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to Australia pursuant to Section 2(b)(3) of 
the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as 
amended; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9106. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, transmitting 
a report entitled, Merger Decisions 2007," in 
accordance with Section 18(c)(9) of the Fed- 
eral Deposit Insurance Act; to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9107. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Federal Reserve System, transmit- 
ting the System's Major" final rule — Cap- 
ital Adequacy Guidelines: Treatment of Per- 
petual Preferred Stock Issued to the United 
States Treasury under the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 [Regulation 
Y; Docket No. В-1336] received October 27, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

9108. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Federal Reserve System, transmit- 
ting the System's final rule — Risk-Based 
Capital Guidelines; Leverage Capital Guide- 
lines [Regulations H and Y; Docket No. 1332] 
received October 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services. 

9109. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Federal Reserve System, transmit- 
ting the System's final rule — Transactions 
Between Member Banks and Their Affiliates: 
Exemption for Certain Purchases of Asset- 
Backed Commercial Paper by а Member 
Bank from an Affiliate [Regulation W; Dock- 
et No. R-1331] received October 10, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9110. A letter from the Acting Secretary, 
Securities & Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission's final rule — Man- 
datory Electronic Submission Applications 
for Orders under the Investment Company 
Act and Filings Made Pursuant to Regula- 
tion E [Release Nos. 33-8981; 34-58874; IC-28476 
File No. 87-25-07] (RIN: 3235-AJ981) received 
November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9111. A letter from the Acting Secretary, 
Securities & Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission's final rule — Dis- 
closure of Short Sales and Short Positions 
by Institutional Investment Managers [Re- 
lease Nos.: 34-58785; File No. 657-81-08] (RIN: 
3235-AK23) received October 20, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

9112. A letter from the Acting Secretary, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission's Major" final rule 
— Amendments to Regulation SHO [Release 
No. 34-58773; File No. $7-30-08] (RIN: 3235- 
AK22) received October 20, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services. 

9113. A letter from the Acting Secretary, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission's final rule — 
"Naked" Short Selling Antifraud Rule [Re- 
lease No.: 34-58774; File No. 67-08-08] (RIN: 
3235-AK 06) received October 20, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Financial Services. 

9114. A letter from the Acting Secretary, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission's final rule — 
Amendments to Regulation SHO [Release 
No. 34-58775; File No. $7-19-07] (RIN: 3235- 
AJ57) received October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services. 

9115. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart- 
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ment of Education, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's final rule — Title I — Improving The 
Academic Achievement Of 'The Disadvan- 
taged [Docket ID ED-2008-OESE-0003] (RIN: 
1810-AB01) received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

9116. A letter from the Department of Edu- 
cation, transmitting the Department's final 
rule — Title I — Improving The Academic 
Achievement of The Disadvantaged [Docket 
ID ED-20080-OESE-0003] (RIN: 1810-ABO01) re- 
ceived October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

9117. A letter from the Chairman and Chief 
Judge, ECAB, Department of Labor, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule — Rules 
of Procedure (RIN: 1290-AA22) received Octo- 
ber 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

9118. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Employee Benefits Security Administration, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De- 
partment's final rule — Selection of Annuity 
Providers-Safe Harbor for Individual Ac- 
count Plans (RIN: 1210-AB19) received Octo- 
ber 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Education and Labor. 

9119. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Employee Benefits Security Administration, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De- 
partment's final rule — Adoption of Amend- 
ment to Prohibited Transaction Exemption 
2006-06; (PTE 2006-06) For Services Provided 
in Connection With the "Termination of 
Abandoned Individual Account Plans (RIN: 
1210-ZA12) received October 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

9120. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Employee Benefits Security Administration, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule — Amendments to Safe 
Harbor for Distributions From Terminated 
Individual Account Plans and Termination 
of Abandoned Individual Account Plans To 
Require Inherited Individual Retirement 
Plans for Missing Nonspouse Beneficaries 
(RIN: 1210-AB16] received October 10, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

9121. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary, Department of Labor, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Amend- 
ments to Guidelines for Processing Applica- 
tions for Assistance To Conform to Sections 
3013(h) and 3031 of the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible, and Efficient Transportation Eq- 
uity Act-A Legacy for Users and To Improve 
Processing for Administrative Efficiency 
(RIN: 1215-AB58) received October 10, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

9122. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary For Labor-Management Programs, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule — Labor Organization 
Annual Financial Reports for Trusts in 
Which Labor Organization is Interested, 
Form T-1 (RIN: 1215-AB64) received October 
14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

9123. A letter from the Administrator, Of- 
fice of Apprenticeship, ETA, DOL, Depart- 
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule — Apprenticeship Pro- 
grams, Labor Standards for Registration, 
Amendment of Regulations (RIN: 1205-AB50) 
received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor. 

9124. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
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Energy, Department of Energy, transmitting 
а copy of the Department's Energy Fleet AI- 
ternative Fuel Vehicle Acquisition Report, 
Compliance with EPAct and E.O. 13149 in 
Fiscal Year 2007, pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 
2006(a)(1); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9125. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit- 
ting the Commission's fourth report on Gov- 
ernment dam use charges under Section 
10(e)(2) of the Federal Power Act, pursuant 
to 16 U.S.C. 803; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

9126. A letter from the Attorney, Office of 
General Counsel for Legislation and Regu- 
latory Law, Department of Energy, trans- 
mitting the Department's Major" final rule 
— Energy Conservation Program for Com- 
mercial and Industrial Equipment: Packaged 
Terminal Air Conditioner and Packaged Ter- 
minal Heat Pump Energy Conservation 
Standards [Docket Number: EERE-2007-BT- 
STD-0012] (RIN: 1904-AB44) received October 
20, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9127. A letter from the Director, Regula- 
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — Dis- 
tribution of Certain Drug Products by Reg- 
istered Blood Establishments and Com- 
prehensive Hemophilia Diagnostic Treat- 
ment Centers That Qualify as Health Care 
Entities; Prescription Drug Marketing Act of 
1987; Prescription Drug Amendments of 1992; 
Policies, Requirements and Administrative 
Procedures [Docket No.: FDA-2005-N-0345 
(formerly Docket No.: 2005N-0428)] received 
November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9128. A letter from the Director, Regula- 
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — 
Amendments to the Current Good Manufac- 
turing Practice Regulations for Finished 
Pharmaceuticals [Docket No.: FDA-2007-N- 
0379 (formerly Docket No.: 2007N-02800)] re- 
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9129. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Medicaid Program; Clarification of Out- 
patient Hospital Facility (Including Out- 
patient Hospital Clinic) Services Definition 
(RIN: 0938-4017) received November 7, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9130. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Standards of Care of Chimpanzees Held in 
the Federally Supported Chimpanzee 
Sancturry System (RIN: 0925-AA31) received 
October 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9131. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the FY 2007 Performance Report for 
the Animal Drug User Fee Act (ADUFA), en- 
acted on November 18, 2003 (Pub. L. 108-199); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9132. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Medical Examination of Aliens — Revisions 
to Medical Screening Process [Docket No.: 
CDC-2008-0002] (RIN: 0920-AA20) received Oc- 
tober 6, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
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801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9183. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Medicaid Integrity Program; Eligible Entity 
and Contracting Requirements for the Med- 
icaid Integrity Audit Program (RIN: 0938- 
AO97), pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9184. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's report entitled, 
“Program Evaluation Activities of the De- 
partment of Health and Human Services — 
Performance Improvement 2008," pursuant 
to Section 241(b) of the Public Health Serv- 
ice (PHS) Act, as amended by the Preventive 
Health Amendments of 1993, summarizing 
the findings of the evaluations of PHS pro- 
grams authorized under Section 241(a); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9185. A letter from the Director, Regula- 
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule — 
Amendments to the Current Good Manufac- 
turing Practice Regulations for Finished 
Pharmaceuticals; Final Rule; Correction 
[Docket No.: FDA-2007-N-0329 (formerly 
Docket No. 2007N-0280)] received November 7, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9186. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Possession, Use, and Transfer of Select 
Agents and Toxins (RIN: 0920-A A09) received 
October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9187. A letter from the Staff Assistant, 
NHTSA, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Insurer Reporting Requirements; List of In- 
surers Required To File Reports [Docket No.: 
NHTSA-2008-0055] (RIN: 2127-AK30) received 
October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9138. A letter from the Staff Assistant, 
NHTSA, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Federal Motor Vehicle Theft Prevention 
Standard; Final Listing of 2009 Light Duty 
Truck Lines Subject to the Requirements of 
this Standard and Exempted Vehicle Lines 
for Model Year 2009 [Docket No.: NHTSA- 
2008-0049] (RIN: 2127-AK81) received October 
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9189. A letter from the Office of Managing 
Director, AMD-PERM, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission’s final rule — In the Matter of 
Amendment of Section 73.622(), Final DTV 
Table of Allotments, Television Broadcast 
Stations. (La Crosse, Wisconsin) [MB Docket 
No.: 08-156 RM-11480] received October 29, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9140. A letter from the Office of Managing 
Director, AMD-PERM, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission’s final rule — In the Matter of 
Amendment of Section 73.622(), Final DTV 
TAble of Allotments, Television Broadcast 
Stations, (Stuart, Flordia) [MB Docket No.: 
08-147 RM-11473] received October 29, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9141. A letter from the Office of MAnaging 
Director, AMD-PERM, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting the Com- 
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mission’s final rule — In the Matter of DTV 
Consumer Education Initiative [MB Docket 
No.: 07-148] received October 29, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9142. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
Ex Parte Contacts and Separation of Func- 
tions [Docket No. RM08-8-000; Order No. 718] 
received October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9143. A letter from the Deputy General 
Counsel, Federal Energy Regulatory Com- 
mission, transmitting the Commission’s 
final rule — Wholesake Competition in Re- 
gions with Organized Electric Markets 
[Docket Nos.: RM07-19-000 and AD07-7-000] re- 
ceived October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9144. A letter from the Vice Admiral, USN 
Director, Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, transmitting notification con- 
cerning the Department of the Air Force’s 
Proposed Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance 
to India for defense articles and services 
(Transmittal No. 08-105), pursuant to 22 
U.S.C. 2776(b); to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

9145. A letter from the Director, Inter- 
national Cooperation, Department of De- 
fense, transmitting notification concerning 
the Department’s intent to sign a Project 
Arrangement concerning the F/A-18A-F AN/ 
ALR-67(V)3 Radar Warning Receiver Ad- 
vanced Passive Surveillance Capability Pro- 
gram under the Memorandum of Under- 
standing between the Department of Defense 
of the United States of America and the De- 
partment of Defense of Australia Concerning 
Cooperation on Maritime Research, Develop- 
ment, Test, Evaluation, and Prototyping 
Projects, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(b); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9146. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting certification of a pro- 
posed Manufacturing License Agreement 
with Australia and the United Kingdom 
(Transmittal No. DDTC 124-08), pursuant to 
22 U.S.C. 2776(d); to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

9147. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting certification of a pro- 
posed technical assistance agreement for the 
export of technical data, defense services, 
and defense articles to Chile (Transmittal 
No. DDTC 101-08), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 
2776(c); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9148. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting certification of a pro- 
posed technical assistance agreement for the 
export of technical data, defense services, 
and defense articles to Malaysia, France, and 
the United Kingdom (Transmittal No. DDTC 
094-08), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9149. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting certification of a proposed 
technical assistance agreement for the ex- 
port of technical data, defense services, and 
defense articles to the Republic of Korea 
(Transmittal No. DDTC 131-08), pursuant to 
22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

9150. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting certification of a proposed 
technical assistance agreement for the ex- 
port of technical data, defense services, and 
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defense articles to Belgium (Transmittal No. 
DDTC 116-08), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9151. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary Legislative Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting the Department's annual 
report entitled, ‘‘Assistance Related to 
International Terrorism Fiscal Year 2007," 
pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2349aa-7; to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

9152. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad- 
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Copies of international 
agreements, other than treaties, entered into 
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9153. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad- 
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Copies of international 
agreements, other than treaties, entered into 
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9154. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
For Export Administration, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Wassenaar Arrangement Ple- 
nary Agreements Implementation: December 
2007 Categories 1,2,3,5 Parts I and II,6,7, and 
9 of the Commerce Control List, Definitions; 
December 2006 Solar Cells [Docket No.: 
080215206-81243-01] (RIN: 0694 AE29) received 
October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

9155. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Export Administration, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Additional Protocol Regulations 
[Docket No.: 080212165-81300-02] (RIN: 0694- 
AD26) received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

9156. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
For Export Administration, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Revisions to the Export Admin- 
istration Regulations based upon a System- 
atic Review of the CCL [Docket No.: 
080307397-81237-01] (RIN: 0694-AE83) received 
October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

9157. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting pursuant to section 36(c) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, certification re- 
garding the proposed transfer of defense arti- 
cles or defense services to Denmark, Ger- 
many, The Netherlands and Portugal (Trans- 
mittal No. DDTC 188-08); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

9158. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting certification of a proposed 
Manufacturing License Agreement with 
Italy and Germany (Transmittal No. DDTC 
133-08); to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9159. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a proposed removal from the 
United States Munitions list of à portable 
air sampler originally designed for use as а 
bio-particle collector or unmanned aerial ve- 
hicles, pursuant to Section 38(f) of the Arms 
Export Control Act; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

9160. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a proposed removal from the 
United States Munitions list of visible black- 
out lights; to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

9161. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
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transmitting a proposed removal from the 
United States Munitions list of a blower and 
heat exchanger originally designed for a 
military application, pursuant to Section 
38(f) of the Arms Export Control Act; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9162. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Emer- 
gency Wartime Supplemental Appropriations 
Act, 2003, on Loan Guarantees to Israel; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9163. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting pursuant to section 3(d) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, certification re- 
garding the proposed transfer of major de- 
fense equipment from the Government of 
Pakistan (Transmittal No. RSAT-12-08); to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9164. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a letter pertaining to certifi- 
cation under section 5(A)(2) of the Libyan 
Claims Resolution Act relating to the re- 
ceipt of funds for settlement of claims 
against Libya, pursuant to Public Law 110- 
301; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9165. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting а report on progress toward a 
negotiated solution of the Cyprus question 
covering the period August 1 through Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to Section 620C(c) 
of the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9166. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting consistent with the Authoriza- 
tion for Use of Military Force Against Iraq 
Resolution of 2002 (Pub. L. 107-243), the Au- 
thorization for the Use of Force Against Iraq 
Resolution (Pub. L. 102-1) and in order to 
keep the Congress fully informed, reports 
prepared by the Department of State on a 
weekly basis for the August 15, 2008 — Octo- 
ber 15, 2008 period including matters relating 
to post-liberation Iraq under Section 7 of the 
Iraq Liberation Act of 1998 (Pub. L. 105-338); 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9167. A letter from the Under Secretary of 
State for Political Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting the Department's ninth 
report pursuant to U.S. Policy in Iraq Act, 
Section 1227(c) of the National Defense Au- 
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (Pub. L. 
109-163), as amended by Section 1228 of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis- 
cal Year 2008 (Pub. L. 110-181); to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

9168. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a report on methods employed 
by the Government of Cuba to comply with 
the United States-Cuba September 1994 
“Joint Communique," pursuant to Public 
Law 105-277, section 2245; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

9169. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a report in accordance with 
Section 3 of the Arms Export Control Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9170. A letter from the Associate Director, 
PP&I, Department of Treasury, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Iranian Trans- 
actions Regulations — received November 7, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9171. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re- 
quired by section 401(c) of the National 
Emergency Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco- 
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nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1703(с), and pur- 
suant to Executive Order 18318 of July 31, 
2003, à six-month periodic report on the na- 
tional emergency with respect to Sudan that 
was declared in Executive Order 13067 of No- 
vember 3, 1997; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

9172. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re- 
quired by section 401(с) of the National 
Emergency Act, 50 U.S.C. 1641(c), and section 
204(c) of the International Emergency Eco- 
nomic Powers Act , 50 U.S.C. 1703(с), and pur- 
suant to Executive Order 18318 of July 31, 
2003, à six-month periodic report on the na- 
tional emergency with respect to the situa- 
tion in or in relation to the Democratic Re- 
public of the Congo that was declared in Ex- 
ecutive Order 13418 of October 27, 2006; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9173. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re- 
quired by section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act , 50 U.S.C. 
1703(с), and pursuant to Executive Order 
13318 of July 31, 2003, a six-month periodic re- 
port on the national emergency with respect 
to Iran that was declared in Executive Order 
12170 of November 14, 1979; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

9174. A letter from the MajGen, USMC 
(ret.) Special Inspector General for Afghani- 
stan Reconstruction, Special Inspector Gen- 
eral for Afghanistan Reconstruction, trans- 
mitting the first quarterly report on the 
resconstruction of Afghanistan, pursuant to 
Public Law 110-181, section 1229; to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

9175. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-505, ‘‘Maury Wills Base- 
ball Field Designation Act of 2008," pursuant 
to D.C. Code section 1-283(c)(1); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9176. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-506, “МУ Inc., Payment 
Authorization Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-233(с)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9177. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-510, *"Trash Collection 
Noise Violations Abatement Act of 2008," 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(с)(1); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9178. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
сору of D.C. ACT 17-511, Defined Contribu- 
tion Plan Modifications for the Director of 
the Department of Corrections Devon Brown 
Amendment Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-233(с)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9179. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-512, "Marvin Gaye Way 
Designation Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-233(с)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9180. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-518, “Downtown Retail 
Tax Increment Financing Amendment Act of 
2008," pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
283(с)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9181. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-514, Public Space Rent- 
al Fees Temporary Amendment Act of 2008," 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(с)(1); to 
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the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9182. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-515, “Old Naval Hospital 
Grant Temporary Amendment Act of 2008," 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1) to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9183. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-516, “Waterside Mall and 
Fourth Street, S.W., Redevelopment and Re- 
construction Temporary Act of 2008," pursu- 
ant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9184. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-517, ‘‘Bolling Air Force 
Base Military Housing Real Property Tax 
Exemption and Equitable Tax Relief Tem- 
porary Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. Code 
section 1-233(с)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9185. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-587, ‘‘Chief Financial Of- 
ficer Approval of Payment of Goods and 
Services Temporary Amendment Act of 
2008," pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(с)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9186. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-538, ‘‘Franklin Shelter 
Closing Requirements Temporary Act of 
2008," pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(с)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9187. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-550, ‘‘Public Space Rent- 
al Fees Amendment Act of 2008," pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1-233(с)(1); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9188. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-554, ‘‘Targeted Ward 4 
Single Sales Moratorium Temporary Act of 
2008," pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(с)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9189. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-552, ‘‘District’s Oppor- 
tunity to Purchase Amendment Act of 2008," 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9190. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-553, ‘‘Consolidated Mt. 
Pleasant, Ward 2, and Ward 6 Single Sales 
Moratorium Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9191. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-551, “Workforce Housing 
Production Program Amendment Act of 
2008," pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(с)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9192. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-536, “Firearms Control 
Temporary Amendment Act of 2008," pursu- 
ant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9193. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
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copy of D.C. ACT 17-535, “Taxicab Company, 
Association, and Fleet and Limousine Li- 
cense Moratorium Amendment Act of 2008," 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 1-233(с)(1); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9194. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-520, ‘‘Lola Beaver Memo- 
rialPark Designation Act of 2008," pursuant 
to D.C. Code section 1-233(с)(1); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9195. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-521, Jackson Н. Gerhart 
House Designation Act of 2008," pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1-233(с)(1); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9196. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-522, “Pedestrian Safety 
Reinforcement Amendment Act of 2008," pur- 
suant to D.C. Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9197. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-528, “Uniform Adult 
Guardianship and Protective Proceedings Ju- 
risdiction Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. Code 
section 1-233(с)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9198. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-524, ‘‘Title 22 Amend- 
ment Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. Code sec- 
tion 1-288(с)(1); to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

9199. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-525, Appointed Attor- 
ney Compensation Act of 2008," pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1-233(с)(1); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9200. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-526, Fire Chief Burton 
W. Johnson Building Designation Act of 
2008," pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
288(с)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9201. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-527, ‘‘Contract No. 
DCTO-2007-C-0036 Approval and Payment Au- 
thorization Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-283(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9202. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-529, “Designated Appro- 
priation Allocations Temporary Amendment 
Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(c)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9208. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-528, “Vacancy Exemp- 
tion Repeal Clarification Temporary Amend- 
ment Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. Code sec- 
tion 1-288(с)(1); to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

9204. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-531, ‘‘Targeted Historic 
Housing Preservation Assistance Temporary 
Amendment Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-283(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9205. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
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copy of D.C. ACT 17-530, "Washington Parks 
& People Equitable Real Property Tax Relief 
Temporary Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-233(c)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9206. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
сору of D.C. ACT 17-533, ‘“‘City Market at O 
Street Tax Increment Financing Act of 
2008,” pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
283(с)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9207. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-534, ‘‘Performance Park- 
ing Pilot Zone Act of 2008," pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 1-233(с)(1); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9208. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
*Re-Certification of the Fiscal Year 2008 
Total Non-Dedicated Local Source Revenues 
in Support of the District's $327,905,000 Gen- 
eral Obligation Bonds (Series 2008E)," pursu- 
ant to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9209. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
“Letter Report: Audit of Advisory Neighbor- 
hood Commission 1C for Fiscal Years 2005 
through 2008, as of March 31, 2008," pursuant 
to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9210. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
“Letter Report: Examination of District of 
Columbia Sports & Entertainment Commis- 
sion Contracts and Expenditures for Pro- 
gram Management, Legal and Financial 
Management Services," pursuant to D.C. 
Code section 47-117(d); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9211. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
“Letter Report: Audit of Advisory Neighbor- 
hood Commission 2E for Fiscal Years 2006 
through 2008, as of March 31, 2008," pursuant 
to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9212. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
“Comparative Analysis of Actual Cash Col- 
lections to the Revised Revenue Estimate 
Through the 2nd Quarter of Fiscal Year 
2008," pursuant to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9218. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
“Audit of Public Service Commission Agen- 
cy Fund for Fiscal Year 2008," pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9214. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
*Audit of Public Service Commission Agen- 
cy Fund for Fiscal Year 2004," pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9215. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
*Auditor's Review of the Board of Real Prop- 
erty Assessments and Appeals Operations," 
pursuant to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9216. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
“Eastern Market Management and Oversight 
Continues to Need Substantial Improve- 
ment," pursuant to D.C. Code section 47- 
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117(d); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9217. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
“Letter Report: Audit of Advisory Neighbor- 
hood Commission 1B for Fiscal Years 2006 
through 2008, as of March 31, 2008," pursuant 
to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9218. A letter from the Executive Director, 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
transmitting in accordance with Pub. L. 105- 
270, the Federal Activities Inventory Reform 
Act of 1998 (FAIR Act), the Department's in- 
ventory of commerical activities for fiscal 
year 2008; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9219. A letter from the Acting Chairman, 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
transmitting a letter confirming that the 
Commission has adopted and will follow the 
Office of Personnel Management (OPM) Ad- 
visory Guidelines to take appropriate dis- 
ciplinary actions against employees for con- 
duct inconsistent with Antidiscrimination 
and Whistleblower Protection Laws; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9220. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-504, *Lauzun's Legion 
Bridge Designation Act of 2008," pursuant to 
D.C. Code section 1-233(с)(1); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9221. A letter from the White House Liai- 
son, Department of Education, transmitting 
а report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies 
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9222. A letter from the White House Liai- 
son, Department of Education, transmitting 
а report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies 
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9223. A letter from the Acting Assoc. Gen. 
Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting a report 
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9224. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Human and Health Services, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Exemption of Certain Systems of Records 
Under the Privacy Act (RIN: 0938-A069) re- 
ceived October 6, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9225. A letter from the Deputy White House 
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9226. A letter from the Deputy White House 
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9227. A letter from the Deputy White House 
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9228. A letter from the Deputy White House 
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9229. A letter from the Deputy White House 
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 
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9230. A letter from the Deputy White House 
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9281. A letter from the Deputy White House 
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9232. A letter from the Deputy White House 
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9233. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department's fis- 
cal year 2007 annual report prepared in ac- 
cordance with Section 203(a) of the Notifica- 
tion and Federal Employee Antidiscrimina- 
tion and Retaliation Act of 2002 (No FEAR 
Act), Public Law 107-174; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9284. A letter from the Presidential Ap- 
pointments Officer, Department of State, 
transmitting а report pursuant to the Fed- 
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9235. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Secretary for Policy and Planning, 
Department of Veterans Affairs, transmit- 
ting in accordance with Pub. L. 105-270, the 
Federal Activities Inventory Reform Act of 
1998 (FAIR Act), the Department's inventory 
of commercial activities for calendar year 
2007; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9236. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Communieations Commission, transmitting 
the Commission's Strategic Plan for fiscal 
years 2009-2014, pursuant to Government Per- 
formance and Results Act of 1993 and OMB 
Circular A-11; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

9237. A letter from the Chairman, Merit 
Systems Protection Board, transmitting the 
Board's report entitled, ‘‘Alternative Dis- 
cipline: Creative Solutions for Agencies to 
Effectively Address Misconduct," pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 1204(a)(3); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9238. A letter from the Executive Director, 
National Council on Disability, transmitting 
the Council's report for Fiscal Year 2008 per- 
taining to the Notification and Federal Anti- 
Discrimination and Retaliation Act of 2002 
(No FEAR Act); to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

9239. A letter from the Chairman, Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health Review Commis- 
sion, transmitting an updated Strategic Plan 
for the Occupational Safety and Health Re- 
view Commission, pursuant to Public Law 
103-62; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9240. A letter from the Senior Associate 
General Counsel, Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence, transmitting a report 
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9241. A letter from the Senior Associate 
General Counsel, Office of the Director of 
National Intelligence, transmitting a report 
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9242. A letter from the Secretary and Di- 
rector, Postal Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting a report pursuant to the Fed- 
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 


24155 


9243. A letter from the Inspector General, 
Office of the Inspector General, U.S. House of 
Representatives, transmitting an audit of 
the Page School Program; to the Committee 
on House Administration. 

9244. A letter from the Chief Administra- 
tive Officer, transmitting the quarterly re- 
port of receipts and expenditures of appro- 
priations and other funds for the period July 
1, 2008 through September 30, 2008 as com- 
piled by the Chief Administrative Officer, 
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 104a Public Law 88-454; 
(H. Doc. No. 110-151); to the Committee on 
House Administration and ordered to be 
printed. 

9245. A letter from the Chief of Police, 
United States Capitol Police, transmitting 
the semiannual report of receipts and ex- 
penditures of appropriations and other funds 
for the period April 1, 2008 through Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to Public Law 109- 
55, section 1005; (H. Doc. No. 110-150); to the 
Committee on House Administration and or- 
dered to be printed. 

9246. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NOAA and Di- 
rector, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, De- 
partment of Commerce and Department of 
the transmitting a report entitled, ‘‘2007 Bi- 
ennial Report to Congress on the Progress 
and Findings of Studies of Striped Bass Pop- 
ulations,” pursuant to 16 U.S.C. 1851, as 
amended; to the Committee on Natural Re- 
sources. 

9247. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
New Mexico Regulatory Program [SATS 
Number NM-047-FOR] received November 18, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

9248. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
— Land and Minerals Management, Depart- 
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule — Royalty Relief- 
Ultra-Deep Gas Wells and Deep Gas Wells on 
Leases in the Gulf of Mexico; Extension of 
Royalty Relief Provisions to Leases Offshore 
of Alaska [Docket ID: MMS-OMM-2007-0071] 
(RIN: 1010-AD33) received November 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

9249. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforce- 
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit- 
ting the Department's Major" final rule — 
Abandoned Mine Land Program [Docket Id: 
OSM-2008-0003] (RIN: 1029-AC56) received No- 
vember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9250. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Pennsylvania Regulatory Program [PA-152- 
FOR; Docket ID: OSM-2008-0019] received Oc- 
tober 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9251. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule — Special Regulation: 
Areas of the National Park System, National 
Capital Region (RIN: 1024-AD71) received No- 
vember 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9252. A letter from the Acting Chief, Regu- 
latory Affairs, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Update of Linear Right-of-Way Rent Sched- 
ule [WO-350-07-1430-PN] (RIN: 1004-AD87) re- 
ceived October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
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801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9253. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
— Land and Minerals Management, Depart- 
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De- 
partment's final rule — Revisions to Subpart 
A — General; Subpart I — Platforms and 
Structures; and Subpart J — Pipelines and 
Pipeline Rights-of-Way [Docket ID: MMS- 
2008-OMM-0001] (RIN: 1010-AD18) received No- 
vember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9254. A letter from the Chief, FWS Endan- 
gered Species Listing Branch, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Endangered and Threatend Wild- 
life and Plants; Designation of Critical Habi- 
tat for the San Bernardino Kangaroo Rat 
(Dipodomys merriami parvus) [FWS-R8-ES- 
2007-0008; 92210-1117-0000-F Y08 B4] (RIN: 1018- 
AV07) received October 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat- 
ural Resources. 

9255. A letter from the Regulatory & Policy 
Specialist, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Irrigation Operation and Maintenance (RIN: 
1076-AD44) received October 9, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9256. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s Major" final rule — Endangered 
Fish and Wildlife; Final Rule to Implement 
Speed Restrictions to Reduce the Threat of 
Ship Collisions With North Atlantic Right 
Whales [Docket No. 040506143-7024-03.] (RIN: 
0648-AS36) received October 8, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9257. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Hook-and-Line Gear in the 
Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 071106671-8010-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XL33) received November 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

9258. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 
610 of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 
071106671-8010-02] (RIN: ID 101008B) received 
November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9259. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration's final rule — Pacific Halibut Fish- 
eries; Subsistence Fishing; Correction [Dock- 
et No. 080310411-8949-02] (RIN: 0648-AU14) re- 
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9260. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean 
Quanhog Fisheries; Suspension of Minimum 
Atlantic Surfclam Size Limit for Fishing 
Year 2009 [Docket No. 070717342-7713-02] (RIN: 
0648-XJ86) received November 7, 2008, pursu- 
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ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

9261. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; 
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Pacific 
Coast Groundfish Fishery; Biennial Speci- 
fications and Management Measures; 
Inseason Adjustments [Docket No. 060824226- 
6322-02] (RIN: 0648-AX30) received November 
7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9262. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; Coastal Pelagic Species Fish- 
eries; Reporting Requirements and Conserva- 
tion Measures [Docket No. 0809301285-81289- 
01] (RIN: 0648-AX31) received November 7, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

9263. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory  Progams, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration's final rule — Taking of the Cook 
Inlet, Alaska, Beluga Whale Stock by Alaska 
Natives [Docket No. 080302353-8620-01] (RIN: 
0648-А 016) received October 24, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9264. A letter from the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, transmit- 
ting the Administration’s final rule — En- 
dangered and Threatened Species: Final Pro- 
tective Regulations for Threatened Puget 
Sound Steelhead [Docket No. 070727426-81200- 
01] (RIN: 0648-AV18) received October 24, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

9265. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NMFS, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
transmitting the Administration's final rule 
— беа Turtle Conservation; Shrimp Trawling 
Requirements [Docket No. 0809241260-81267- 
01] (RIN: 0648-XK78) received November 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

9266. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable, NMFS, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, transmit- 
ting the Administration’s final rule — Fish- 
eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off 
Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 610 in the 
Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 071106671-8010-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XL08) received November 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

9267. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva- 
tion and Management Act Provision; Fish- 
eries of the Northeastern United States; 
Tilefish Fishery [Docket No. 010319075-1217- 
02] (RIN: 0648-XK42) received November 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

9268. A letter from the Director Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 630 in 
the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 071106671-8010- 
02] (RIN: 0648-XL22) received November 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 
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9269. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Bluefish Fishery; Quota 
Transfer [Docket No. 071212833-8179-02] (RIN: 
0648-XK90) received November 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

9270. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Administrator For Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries Off West Coast States; West 
Coast Salmon Fisheries; Amendment 14; Es- 
sential Fish Habitat Descriptions for Pacific 
Salmon [Docket No. 080225278-81191-02] (RIN: 
0648-AS96) received November 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

9271. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the 
Carribean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlan- 
tic; Atlantic Coastal Fisheries Cooperative 
Management Act Provisions; Atlantic Coast 
Red Drum Fishery off the Atlantic States; 
Transfer of Management Authority [Docket 
No. 080221249-81231-02] (RIN: 0648-AT13) re- 
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9272. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Spiny Dogfish Fishery; Commercial 
Period 2 Quota Harvested [Docket No. 
060418103-6181-02] (RIN: 0648-XL29) received 
November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9273. A letter from the Director Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel by Vessels in the 
Amendment 80 Limited Access Fishery in 
the Western Aleutian District of the Bering 
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area 
[Docket No. 071106673-8011-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XK85) received November 7, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9274. A letter from the Director Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Vessels Catching 
Pacific Cod for Processing by the Inshore 
Component in the Central Regulatory Area 
of the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 071106671- 
8010-02] (RIN: 0648-XK86) received November 
4, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9275. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Ber- 
ing Sea and Aleutian Islands Management 
Area [Docket No. 071106673-8011-02] (RIN: ID 
101008A) received November 7, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9276. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
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rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Vessels Sub- 
ject to Amendment 80 Sideboard Limits in 
the Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of 
Alaska [Docket No. 070213032-7032-01] (RIN: 
0648-XK96) received November 7, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

9277. A letter from the Director Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration's final rule — 
Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Fishery of the 
Gulf of Mexico; Reopening of the 2008 Deep- 
water Grouper and Tilefish Commercial 
Fisheries [Docket No. 040205043-4043-01] (RIN: 
0648-XK40) received November 7, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

9278. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the North- 
eastern United States; Atlantic Sea Scallop 
Fishery; Framework Adjustment 19; Cor- 
recting Amendment [Docket No. 070817467- 
81179-04] (RIN: 0648-AV90) received October 
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9279. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator — NOAA Fisheries, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Atlantic Highly Migratory Species; Atlan- 
tic Tuna Fisheries; Pelagic and Bottom 
Longline Fisheries; Gear Authorization and 
Turtle Control Devices [Docket No. 070801432- 
8663-02] (RIN: 0648-AV92) received October 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

9280. A letter from the Assistant Adminis- 
trator for Fisheries, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting 
the Administration’s final rule — Endan- 
gered And Threatened Species; Endangered 
Status for the Cook Inlet Beluga Whale 
[Docket No. 0810141357-81371-01] (RIN: 0648- 
XL30) received November 7, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9281. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch for 
Vessels in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is- 
lands Trawl Limited Access Fishery in the 
Western Aleutian District of the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Management Area 
[Docket No. 070213033-7033-01] (RIN: 0648- 
XK77) received October 16, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9282. A letter from the Director Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Coastal Pe- 
lagic Species Fisheries; Closure [Docket No. 
080326475-8686-02] (RIN: 0648-XK61) received 
October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9283. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Northeast  Multispecies Fishery; 
Inseason Action to allow use of the Ruhle 
Trawl in the Eastern U.S.Canada Area 
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[Docket No. 071004577-8124-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XJ76) received October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat- 
ural Resources. 

9284. A letter from the Chair, Executive 
Council, Coalition of National Park Service 
Retirees, transmitting the Coalition’s report 
entitled, Natural and Cultural Resource Im- 
pacts and Management Consequences of the 
Proposed Regulation to Authorize the Pos- 
session of Concealed Firearms in Units of the 
National Park & National Wildlife Refuge 
Systems’’; to the Committee on Natural Re- 
sources. 

9285. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the report on the ad- 
ministration of the Foreign Agents Registra- 
tion Act covering the six months ending De- 
cember 31, 2007, pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 621; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

9286. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting a copy of a report re- 
quired by Section 202(a)(1)(C) of Pub. L. 107- 
273, the ‘2156 Century Department of Justice 
Appropriations Authorization Act," related 
to certain settlements and injunctive relief, 
pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 530D Public Law 107- 
273, section 202; to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

9287. A letter from the Director, Adminis- 
trative Office of the U.S. Courts, transmit- 
ting a report on compliance by the United 
States courts of appeals and district courts 
with the time limitations established for de- 
ciding habeas corpus death penalty petitions 
under Title 1 of the Antiterrorism and Effec- 
tive Death Penalty Act of 1996, pursuant to 
28 U.S.C. 604(a)(4), (h)(2), and 2412(d)(5); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

9288. A letter from the Executive Director, 
Commodity Futures Trading Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
Adjustment of Civil Monetary Penalties for 
Inflation (RIN: 3038-AC13) received October 
24, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

9289. A letter from the Deputy Cheif, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule — Period of Admission 
and Extension of Stay for Canadian and 
Mexican Citizens Engaged in Professional 
Business Activities-TN Nonimmigrants [CIS 
No.: 2429-07; DHS Docket No.: USCIS-2007- 
0056] (RIN: 1615-AB64) received October 21, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

9290. A letter from the Assistant Attorney 
General for Administration, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the 11th and 12th an- 
nual reports on amounts paid to tele- 
communications carriers and manufacturers 
during FY 2005 and FY 2006, pursuant to Pub- 
lic Law 108-414, section 112 and 401; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

9291. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department's re- 
port on the Enforcement of Sex Offender 
Registration Requirements 2006-2008, pursu- 
ant to Public Law 109-248, section 635; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

9292. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department's re- 
port entitled, “Report to the Nation 2007," 
pursuant to Section 1407(g) of the Victims of 
Crime Act of 1984; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

9293. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting a copy of the District 


24157 


Court’s decision not to appeal the interlocu- 
tory decision entitled, “United States v. 
Christopher S. Handley, No. 1:07-cr-00030-JEG 
(S.D. Iowa)," pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 530D; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

9294. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Uncertified Foreign Health-Care Workers 
[Public Notice—] (RIN: 1400-AB68) received 
October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

9295. A letter from the Major, U.S. Marine 
Corps (Ret.) Corporation Agent, Legion of 
Valor, Legion of Valor of the United States 
of America, Inc., transmitting а copy of the 
Legion's annual audit as of April 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 36 U.S.C. 1101(28) and 1103; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

9296. A letter from the Staff Director, Sen- 
tencing Commission, transmitting a report 
on the compliance of the federal district 
courts with documentation submission re- 
quirements on sentencing, pursuant to 28 
U.S.C. 994(w)(1); to the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary. 
9297. A letter from the Staff Director, 
United States  Sentencing Commission, 


transmitting a report of amendments to the 
federal sentencing guidelines in response to 
the Emergency Disaster Assistance Fraud 
Penalty Enhancement Act of 2007, pursuant 
to 28 U.S.C. 994(0); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

9298. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting notification that funding under Title V, 
subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 million for 
the cost of response and recovery efforts for 
FEMA-3294-EM in the State of Texas, pursu- 
ant to 42 U.S.C. 5198; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9299. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting notification that funding under Title V, 
subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 million for 
the cost of response and recovery efforts for 
FEMA-3288-EM in the State of Florida, pur- 
suant to 42 U.S.C. 5193; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9300. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting notification that funding under Title V, 
subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T. Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 million for 
the cost of response and recovery efforts for 
FEMA-3295-EM in the State of Louisiana, 
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 5198; to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9301. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
National Plan of Integrated Airport Systems 
(NPIAS), 2009-2018, pursuant to 49 U.S.C. app. 
2203(b)(1); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9302. A letter from the Staff Assistant, 
NHTSA, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Federal Motor Vehicle Saftey Standards; 
Designated Seating Positions and Seat Belt 
Assembly Anchorages [Docket No.: NHTSA 
2008-0059] (RIN: 2127-AI94) received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9303. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Modification 
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of Certain Medical Standards and Procedures 
and Duration of Certain Medical Certifi- 
cates; Correcting Amendment [Docket No.: 
FAA-2007-27812; Amendment No. 61-121] (RIN: 
2120-AI91) received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9304. A letter from the Regulations Officer, 
Federal Highway Administration, Depart- 
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Projects of Na- 
tional and Regional Significance Evaluation 
and Rating [Docket No.: FHWA-05-23393] 
(RIN: 2125-AF08) received October 27, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9305. A letter from the Alternate Liaison, 
Federal Register Publications, Department 
of Transportation, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule — Pipeline Saftey: Stand- 
ards for Increasing the Maximum Allowable 
Operating Pressure for Gas Transmission 
Pipelines [Docket No.: PHMSA-2005-23447] 
(RIN: 2137-AE25) received October 27, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9306. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30621; Amdt. No.: 3281] received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9307. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Con- 
gestion Management Rule for John F. Ken- 
nedy International Airport and Newark Lib- 
erty International Airport [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0517; Amdt. No. 93-88] (RIN: 2120-AJ28) 
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9308. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Con- 
gestion Management Rule for LaGuardia 
Airport [Docket No. FAA-2006-25709; Amend- 
ment No. 93-87] (RIN: 2120-AI70) received Oc- 
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9309. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedure, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30624; Amdt. No.: 3284] received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9310. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30627; Amdt. No. 3286] received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9311. A letter from the Program Anaylst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Aviation 
Saftey Inspector Airport Access [Docket No.: 
FAA-2007-29237; Amendment No. 158-1] (RIN: 
2120-AJ07) received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 
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9312. A letter from the Attorney, Depart- 
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Nondiscrimina- 
tion on the Basis of Disability in Air Travel 
[Dockets OST-2004-19482; OST-2005-22298; 
OST-2006-23999] (RINs: 2105-AC97; 2105-AC29; 
2105-AD41] received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9313. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Standards; Engine Control System Require- 
ments [Docket No.: FAA-2007-27311, Amend- 
ment No. 33-26] (RIN: 2120-AI94) received Oc- 
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9314. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Preformance 
and Handling Qualities Requirements for 
Rotorcraft; Correcting Amendment [Docket 
No.: FAA-2006-25414; Amendment No. 27-44] 
(RIN: 2120-AH87) received October 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9315. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedure, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30623; Amendment No. 3283] received Oc- 
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9316. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30625; Amendment No. 3285] received Oc- 
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9317. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approah Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimus and Obstacle Departure Procedures; 
Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket No.: 
30622; Amendment No. 3282] received October 
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9318. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — IFR Altitudes; 
Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket No.: 
30626; Amendment No. 476] received October 
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9319. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bell Helicopter Textron Canada 
Model 222, 222B, 222U, 230, and 430 Helicopters 
[Docket No.: FAA-2008-0449; Directorate 
Identifer 2007-SW-10-AD; Amendment 39- 
15669; AD 2008-19-02] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received 
October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9320. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Dassault Model Falcon 10 Air- 
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0674; Direc- 
torate Identifer 2008-NM-086-AD; Amendment 
39-15675; AD 2008-19-08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re- 
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ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9321. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30617; Amendment No. 3277] received Oc- 
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9322. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; EADS SOCATA Model TBM 700 
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0974; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-CE-048-AD; Amendment 
39-15673; AD 2008-19-06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re- 
ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9323. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Turbomeca S.A. Arrius 2В1, 
2В1А, 2B2, and 2K1 Turboshaft Engines 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0461; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2008-NE-14-AD; Amendment 39-15678; 
AD 2008-19-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Oc- 
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9324. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 737-300, -400, and 
-500 Series Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0947; Directortate Identifier 2008-NM-154-AD; 
Amendment 39-15670; AD 2008-19-03] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9325. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 737-100, -200, -200C, 
-300, -400, and -500 Series Airplanes [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0149; Directorate Identifier 
2007-NM-319-AD; Amendment 39-15651; AD 
2008-17-13] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9326. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Hawker Beechcraft Corporation 
Model BAe.125 Series 800A (including C-29A 
and U-125) Airplanes, and Hawker Beechcraft 
Model Hawker 800XP Airplanes [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0976; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
NM-145-AD; Amendment 39-15685; AD 2008-21- 
01] (RIN: 2120-А А64) received October 27, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9327. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Hawker Beechcraft Corporation 
Model 390 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
1067; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-052-AD; 
Amendment 39-15688; AD 2008-21-04] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9328. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 767-200, -300, and 
-400ER Series Airplanes [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0302; Directorate Idenfitier 2007-NM-323- 
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AD; Amendment 39-15689; AD 2008-21-05] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9329. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 737-600, -700, -700C, 
-800 and -900 Series Airplanes Equipped with 
CFM56-7 Engines [Docket No. FAA-2008-0147; 
Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-294-AD; 
Amendment 39-15686; AD 2008-21-02] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9330. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 737-300, -400, and 
-500 Series Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0357; Directorate Identifier 2008-NM-005-AD; 
Amendment 39-15687; AD 2008-21-03] (RIN: 
2120-A А64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9331. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; MD Helicopters, Inc. Model 600N 
Helicopters [Docket No. FAA-2008-0835; Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2008-SW-34-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15684; AD 2008-20-05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9332. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Air Tractor, Inc. Models AT-402, 
AT-402A, and AT-402B Airplanes [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0749; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
CE-044-AD; Amendment 39-15692; AD 2008-21- 
08] (RIN: 2120-А A64) received October 27, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9383. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-1A11 
(CL-600), CL-600-2A12 (CL-601)  CL-600-2B16 
(CL-601-3A, CL-601-3R, & CL-604 (Including 
CL-605 Marketing Variant)) Airplanes, and 
Model CL-600-2B19 (Regional Jet Series 100 & 
440) Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-1096; Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2008-NM-158-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15693; AD 2008-21-09] (RIN: 2120-A A64) 
received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9334. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 747-400, 747-400D, 
and 747-400F Series Airplanes [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0640; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
NM-070-AD; Amendment 39-15690; AD 2008-21- 
06] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9335. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Various Transport Category Air- 
planes Equipped with Auxiliary Fuel Tanks 
Installed in Accordance with Certain Supple- 
mental Type Certificates [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0298; Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-316- 
AD; Amendment 39-15696; AD 2008-22-01] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9336. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
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the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Harco Labs, Inc. Pilot/AOA 
Probes (Part Numbers 100435-39, 100435-39-001, 
100435-40, and 100435-40-001) [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0955; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-040- 
AD; Amendment 39-15668; AD 2008-19-01] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9337. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; McDonnell Douglas Model MD-90- 
30 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0946; Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2008-NM-147-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15667; AD 2008-18-10] (RIN: 2120-A A64) 
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9338. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Rolls-Royce plc RB211-524 Series 
Turbofan Engines; Correction [Docket No. 
FAA-2007-0036; Directorate Identifier 2007- 
NE-22-AD; Amendment 39-15636; AD 2008-16- 
18] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9339. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 747 Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0091; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2007-NM-311-AD; Amendment 39-15666; 
AD 2008-18-09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Oc- 
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9340. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Empresa Brasileira de 
Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) Model ERJ 
170 and ERJ 190 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0562; Directorate Identifier 2008-NM-010- 
AD; Amendment 39-15658; AD 2008-18-01] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9841. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model DHC-8-400 Se- 
ries Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0356; Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2008-NM-042-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15661; AD 2008-18-04] (RIN: 2120-A A64) 
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9842. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus Model A330-200, A330-300, 
and A340-300 Series Airplanes [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0672; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
NM-032-AD; Amendment 39-15660; AD 2008-18- 
03] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9348. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; McDonnell Douglas Model 717-200 
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0407; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-NM-002-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15662; AD 2008-18-05] (RIN: 2120-A A64) 
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9844. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
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the Department's final rule — Revision of 
Restricted Area 5107A; White Sands Missile 
Range, NM [Docket No. FAA-2008-0628; Air- 
Space Docket No. 07-ASW-15] (RIN: 2120- 
AA66) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9345. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Change of 
Using Agency for Restricted Area R-3807, 
Glencoe, LA [Docket No. FAA-2008-0939; Air- 
space Docket No. 08-ASW-7] (RIN: 2120-А А66) 
received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9346. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Establishment 
of Low Altitude Area Navigation Route (T- 
Route): Southwest Oregon [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0419; Airspace Docket No. 08-ANM-3] 
(RIN: 2120-AA66) received October 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9347. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Establish 
Class E Airspace; Point Roberts, WA [Docket 
No. FAA-2007-29036; Airspace Docket No. 07- 
ANM-13] received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9348. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Modification 
of Area Navigation Route Q-110 and Jet 
Route J-73; Florida [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0187; Airspace Docket No. 07-ASO-27] re- 
ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9349. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Revocation of 
Class E Airspace; Luke AFB, Phoenix, AZ 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0204; Airspace Docket 
No. 08-AWP-5] received October 9, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9350. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Establishment 
of Low Altitude Area Navigation Routes (T- 
Routes); Sacramento and San Francisco, CA 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0037; Airspace Docket 
No. 07-AWP-6] received October 9, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9351. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Modification 
and Establishment of Restricted Areas and 
Other Special Use Airspace, Adirondack Air- 
space Complex; Fort Drum, NY [Docket No. 
FAA-2006-26192; Airspace Docket No. 06-ASO- 
11] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received October 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9352. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Hinton, OK [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0328; Airspace Docket No. 08-ASW- 
4] received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9353. A letter from the Senior Attorney Ad- 
visor, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — Imple- 
mentation of Program for Capital Grants for 
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Rail Line Relocation and Improvements 
Projects [Docket No.: FRA 2005-23774, Notice 
No. 2] (RIN: 2180-AB74) received October 27, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9354. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Modification 
of Certain Medical Standards and Procedures 
and Duration of Certain Medical Certificates 
[Docket No.: FAA-2007-27812; Amendment 
Nos. 61-121, 65-52, 67-20, and 183-13 (RIN: 2120- 
А191) received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9355. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Modification 
of Area Navigation Route Q-110 and Jet 
Route J-73; Florida [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0187; Airspace Docket No. 07-ASO-27] re- 
ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9356. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Milford, PA [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0160; Airspace Docket No. 08-AEA- 
13] received October 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9357. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Reduction of 
Fuel Tank Flammability in Transport Cat- 
egory Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2005-22997; 
Amendment Nos. 25-125, 26-2, 121-340, 125-55 
and 129-46] (RIN: 2120-AI23) October 27, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9358. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Establishment 
of Class D Airspace; San Bernadino Inter- 
national Airport, San Bernardino, CA [Dock- 
et No. FAA-2008-0211; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
AWP-3] received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9359. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No. 30628; Amdt No. 3287] received October 27, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9360. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No. 30630; Amendment No. 3289] received Oc- 
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9361. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30632; Amendment No. 3291] received Oc- 
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9362. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
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the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30629; Amendment No. 3288] received Oc- 
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9363. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No. 30631; Amendment No. 3290] received Oc- 
tober 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9364. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of the Army (Civil Works), Department of 
the Army, transmitting a report entitled, 
“Terrestrial Wildlife Habitat Restoration 
Plan for Oahe/Sharpe Reservoirs, South Da- 
kota”; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

9365. A letter from the Deputy Chief Coun- 
sel for NIST, Department of Commerce, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Technology Innovation Program (TIP) No- 
tice of Availability of Funds and Announce- 
ment of Public Meetings (Proposers’ Con- 
ferences) [Docket No.: 080626784-8786-01] (RIN: 
0693-2482) received October 16, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Science and Technology. 

9366. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Satellite and Information 
Services, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Licensing of Private 
Land Remote-Sensing Space Systems [Dock- 
et No.: 050204028-6015-02] received July 22, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Science and Technology. 

9367. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Schedule for Rating Disabilities; Eye 
(RIN: 2900-AH43) received November 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

9368. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Grants to States for Construction and 
Acquisition of State Home Facilities (RIN: 
2900-AJ43) received October 7, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

9369. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (RIN: 
2900-AN04) received October 29, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 

9370. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Board of Veterans’ Appeals: Expe- 
dited Claims Adjudication Initiative — Pilot 
Program (RIN: 2900-AM77) received Novem- 
ber 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

9371. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Civilian Health and Medical Program 
of the Department of Veterans Affairs (RIN: 
2900-AM22) received November 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs. 

9372. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
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Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Disclosure of Information to Organ, 
Tissue and Eye Procurement Organizations 
(RIN: 2900-AM65) received November 7, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

9373. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Dental Care-Provision of One-Time 
Outpatient Dental Care for Certain Veterans 
(RIN: 2900-AM95) received October 7, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

9374. A letter from the Chairman, Social 
Security Advisory Board, transmitting the 
Board’s annual report for 2007, pursuant to 42 
U.S.C. 904; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9375. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department’s report entitled, 
“Assets for Independence Demonstration 
Program: Status at the Conclusion of the 
Highth Year,’’ pursuant to Public Law 105- 
285; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

9376. A letter from the Administrator, Of- 
fice of Workforse Securities, ETA, DOL, De- 
partment of Labor, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule — Federal-State Unemploy- 
ment Compensation (UC) Program; Inter- 
state Arrangement for Combining Employ- 
ment and Wages; Final Rule (RIN: 1205-AB51) 
received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9377. A letter from the Director, Statutory 
Import Programs Staff, Depatment of Com- 
merce, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Changes in the Insular Possessions 
Watch, Watch Movement and Jewelry Pro- 
grams 2008 [Docket No.: 080716841-81292-02] 
(RIN: 0625-AA80) Rrceived November 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

9378. A letter from the Chief, Publication 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Tier 1 Issue — Government Settlements 
Directive #3 [LMSB No: 4-0908-046 Impacted 
IRM 4.51.5] received October 6, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9379. A letter from the Deputy Chief Coun- 
sel for Regulations, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department's 
* Major" final rule — Secure Flight Program 
[Docket No. TSA-2007-28572; Amendment Nos. 
1540-9, 1544-8, and 1560-(New)] (RIN: 1652- 
AA45) received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Homeland Security. 

9380. A letter from the Chief, Trade and 
Commercial Regulations Branch, Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Advance Infor- 
mation on Private Aircraft Arriving and De- 
parting the United States [Dokect No.: 
USCBP-2007-0064] (RIN: 1651 — AA41) received 
November 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Homeland 
Security. 

9381. A letter from the Chairman, Defense 
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, transmit- 
ting the Board’s Sixth Quarterly Report on 
the Status of Significant Unresolved Issues 
with the Department of Energy’s Design and 
Construction Projects, as required in House 
Conference Report 109-702, Section 3201; 
jointly to the Committees on Armed Serv- 
ices and Appropriations. 

9382. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's ‘‘Major”’ 
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final rule — Medicare Program; Payment 
Policies Under the Physician Fee Schedule 
and Other Revisions to Part B for CY 2009; E- 
Prescribing Exemption for Computer-Gen- 
erated Facsimile Transmissions; and Pay- 
ment for Certain Durable Medical Equip- 
ment, Prosthetics, Orthotics, and Supplies 
(DMEPOS) [[CMS-1403-FC] [CMS-1270-F2]] 
(RIN: 0938-AP18, 0938-AN14) received October 
30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
jointly to the Committees on Energy and 
Commerce and Ways and Means. 

9383. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's ‘‘Major”’ 
final rule — Medicare Program: Changes to 
the Hospital Outpatient Prospective Pay- 
ment System and CY 2009 Payment Rates; 
Changes to the Ambulatory Surgical Center 
Payment System and CY 2009 Payment 
Rates; Hospital Conditions of Participation; 
Requirements for Approval and Re-Approval 
of Transplant Centers to Perform Organ 
Transplants — Clarification of Provider and 
Supplier Termination Policy Medicare and 
Medicaid Programs; Changes to the Ambula- 
tory Surgical Center Conditions for Coverage 
[[CMS-1404-FC]; [CMS-3887-F]; [CMS-3835-F- 
1]] (RIN: 0988-A P17; 0938-AL80; 0938-AH17) Re- 
ceived October 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 jointly 
to the Committees on Energy and Commerce 
and Ways and Means. 

9384. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Medicaid Program; Multiple Source Drug 
Definition [CMS-2238-F] (RIN: 0938-AP26) re- 
ceived October 6, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees on 
Energy and Commerce and Ways and Means. 

9385. A letter from the Regulations Coordi- 
nator, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Medicare Program; Revisions to 
the Medicare Advantage and Prescription 
Drug Benefit Programs: Clarification of 
Compensation Plan [CMS-4138-IFC2] (RIN: 
0938-AP52) received November 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the 
Committees on Energy and Commerce and 
Ways and Means. 

9386. A letter from the Inspector General, 
Special Inspector General for Iraq Recon- 
struction, transmitting the October 2008 
Quarterly Report pursuant to Section 3001(i) 
of Title III of the 2004 Emergency Supple- 
mental Appropriations for Defense and for 
the Reconstruction of Iraq and Afghanistan 
(Pub. L. 108-106) as amended by Pub. L. 108- 
375, Pub. L. 109-102, Pub. L. 109-364, Pub. L. 
109-440, Pub. L. 110-28, and Pub. L. 110-181; 
jointly to the Committees on Foreign Affairs 
and Appropriations. 

9387. A letter from the Program Manager, 

Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Medicare Program; Termination of Non-Ran- 
dom Prepayment Complex Medical Review 
CMS-6022-F] (RIN: 0938-AN31) received Octo- 
ber 6, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
jointly to the Committees on Ways and 
Means and Energy and Commerce. 
9388. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Medicare Program; Home Health Prospective 
PAyment System Rate Update for Calendar 
Year 2009 [CMS-1555-N] (RIN: 0938-AP20) re- 
ceived October 30, 2008; jointly to the Com- 
mittees on Ways and Means and Energy and 
Commerce. 

9389. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Employee Benefits Administration, Internal 
Revenue Service, transmitting the Service’s 
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final rule — Final Rules for Group Health 
Plans and Health Insurance Issuers under the 
Newborns’ and Mothers’ Health Protection 
Act [TD 9427] (RIN: 1545-BG82) received Octo- 
ber 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
jointly to the Committees on Energy and 
Commerce, Ways and Means, and Education 
and Labor. 


ERR 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. MARKEY: Select Committee on En- 
ergy Independence and Global Warming: 
Final Staff Report for the 110th Congress 
(Rept. 110-915). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. 


EEE 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re- 
ferred, as follows: 


By Mr. BROWN of South Carolina: 

H.R. 7272. A bill to prohibit the use of funds 
to transfer individuals detained by the 
United States at Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, to Naval Consolidated Brig, 
Charleston, South Carolina; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. PASCRELL (for himself and 
Mr. LATOURETTE): 

H.R. 7273. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to allow an above-the-line 
deduction against individual income tax for 
interest on indebtedness and for State and 
local sales and excise taxes with respect to 
the purchase of certain motor vehicles; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. PASCRELL (for himself, Mr. 
PLATTS, and Ms. JACKSON-LEE of 
Texas): 

H.R. 7274. A bill to amend title III of the 
Public Health Service Act to provide for the 
establishment and implementation of con- 
cussion management guidelines with respect 
to student athletes, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. ISSA (for himself, Mr. BURTON 
of Indiana, Mr. BILBRAY, Mr. SHAYS, 
Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida, 
Mr. SOUDER, Mr. GALLEGLY, Mr. TOM 
DAVIS of Virginia, and Mr. AKIN): 

H.R. 7275. A bill to establish the Financial 
Oversight Commission, and for other pur- 
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv- 
ices. 

By Mr. NEUGEBAUER (for himself, 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia, Mr. WILSON of 
South Carolina, Mr. JONES of North 
Carolina, Mr. GOODLATTE, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. PAUL, 
Mr. HENSARLING, Mr. CONAWAY, Mr. 
LAMBORN, and Mr. MCCAUL of Texas): 

H.R. 7276. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 to require 
prior approval by the Congress for expendi- 
tures from the third tranche, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

By Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN (for himself 
and Mr. BACHUS): 

H.R. 7277. A bill to suspend the beginning 
date for required distributions from certain 
retirement plans, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. RUPPERSBERGER: 

H.R. 7278. A bill to suspend the beginning 
date for required distributions from defined 
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contribution plans based on attainment of 
age 70 1/2, to waive the 10 percent penalty on 
withdrawals from qualified retirement plans 
during 2008 and 2009 for financial hardship, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. BIGGERT: 

H.R. 7279. A bill to provide for a 3-year sus- 
pension of the minimum distribution re- 
quirements for defined contribution plans; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. GILLIBRAND: 

H.R. 7280. A bill to amend part D of title IV 
of the Social Security Act to prohibit States 
from charging child support recipients for 
the collection of child support; to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. HASTINGS of Florida: 

H.R. 7281. A bill to direct the Election As- 
sistance Commission to make grants to 
States to carry out election administration 
improvement plans; to the Committee on 
House Administration. 

By Mr. HELLER (for himself and Ms. 
BERKLEY): 

H.R. 7282. A bill to promote conservation 
and provide for sensible development in Car- 
son City, Nevada, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Natural Resources, and in 
addition to the Committee on Armed Serv- 
ices, for a period to be subsequently deter- 
mined by the Speaker, in each case for con- 
sideration of such provisions as fall within 
the jurisdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. KING of New York: 

H.R. 7283. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to increase the age at 
which distributions from qualified retire- 
ment plans are required to begin from 70 1/2 
to 75, and for other purposes; to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia: 

H.R. 7284. A bill to amend the Clean Air 
Act to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from 
transportation fuel sold in the United 
States; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Mr. LEWIS of Georgia: 

H.R. 7285. A bill to amend title II of the So- 
cial Security Act to provide for an increase 
in the maximum level of fees authorized to 
be charged by representatives with respect 
to claims of entitlement to past-due benefits 
and to require cost-of-living adjustments to 
such level of authorized fees; to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. MALONEY of New York (for 
herself, Mr. CROWLEY, Mr. WEINER, 
Mr. HIGGINS, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. 
WALSH of New York, Mr. SERRANO, 
Mr. REYNOLDS, Mrs. MCCARTHY of 
New York, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. KING of 
New York, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. NADLER, 
Mrs. Lowry, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
MCNULTY, Mr. ISRAEL, Ms. SLAUGH- 
TER, Mr. Towns, Mr. BISHOP of New 
York, Mr. McHUGH, and Mr. ARCURI): 

H.R. 7286. A bill to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
46-02 21st Street in Long Island City, New 
York, as the ‘‘Geraldine Ferraro Post Office 
Building"; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

By Ms. MATSUI (for herself, Mr. 
MCGOVERN, and Ms. ROYBAL-ALLARD): 

H.R. 7287. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to establish a Wellness 
Trust; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

By Ms. MATSUI: 

H.R. 7288. A bill to allow flood insurance 
coverage under the national flood insurance 
program for new structures designed to pro- 
tect public safety that are located in special 
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flood hazard zones, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 
By Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York: 

H.R. 7289. A bill to provide grants to pro- 
mote financial literacy; to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

By Mr. MICHAUD: 

Н.В. 7290. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to expand the credit for re- 
newable electricity production to include 
electricity produced from biomass for on-site 
use; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. NORTON: 

H.R. 7291. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Homeland Security to develop and construct 
a facility on the campus of Saint Elizabeths 
Hospital in the District of Columbia to serve 
as the headquarters for the United States 
Coast Guard; to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

By Mr. ROHRABACHER: 

Н.В. 7292. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to exclude from gross in- 
come compensation received by employees 
consisting of qualified distributions of em- 
ployer stock; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. SESTAK: 

H.R. 7293. A bill to suspend for 2008 and 2009 
the required minimum distribution require- 
ments with respect to certain defined con- 
tribution plans to the extent the interest of 
an individual in such plans does not exceed 
$300,000; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. SMITH of Washington: 

H.R. 7294. A bill to amend title 10, United 
States Code, to expand the authorized con- 
current receipt of disability severance pay 
from the Department of Defense and com- 
pensation for the same disability under any 
law administered by the Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs to cover all veterans who have 
а, combat-related disability, as defined under 
section 1413a of such title; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

By Ms. FOXX (for herself, Mr. LAM- 
BORN, Mr. POE, Mr. ISSA, Mr. LATTA, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. BARTLETT of Mary- 
land, Mr. FLAKE, Mr. CONAWAY, and 
Mr. MCCAUL of Texas): 

H.J. Res. 101. A joint resolution relating to 
the disapproval of obligations under the 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008; to the Committee on Financial Serv- 
ices. 

By Ms. LEE (for herself, Mr. GRIJALVA, 
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida, Ms. 
EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas, Mr. 
MORAN of Virginia, Mrs. MALONEY of 
New York, Ms. BORDALLO, Mr. TOWNS, 
Ms. CLARKE, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, 
Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr. 
MCDERMOTT, Mr. BUTTERFIELD, Mr. 
STARK, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. WOOL- 
SEY, Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland, Mr. 
ScoTT of Virginia, Ms. MOORE of Wis- 
consin, Mr. CARSON, Ms. RICHARDSON, 
Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. McGov- 
ERN, Ms. KILPATRICK, Mr. MEEKS of 
New York, Ms. CASTOR, Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN, Mr. JEFFERSON, Ms. 
McCoLLuM of Minnesota, Mr. HOL- 
DEN, Mr. DAVIS of Illinois, Ms. WAT- 
SON, Mr. FOSTER, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. 
ELLISON, Mr. SERRANO, Ms. ROYBAL- 
ALLARD, Mr. MEEK of Florida, Mr. 
FATTAH, Mr. RANGEL, Mr. BERMAN, 
Mr. AL GREEN of Texas, Mr. RUSH, 
and Ms. MATSUI): 

H. Res. 1529. A resolution acknowledging 
the 40th anniversary of the election of Shir- 
ley Anita St. Hill Chisholm, the first Afri- 
can-American woman in Congress; to the 
Committee on House Administration. 
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By Mr. ROYCE (for himself, Ms. LORET- 

TA SANCHEZ of California, Mr. ROHR- 

ABACHER, Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of Cali- 

fornia, and Mr. SMITH of New Jersey): 

H. Res. 1580. A resolution calling on the 

State Department to list the Socialist Re- 

public of Vietnam as a ''Country of Par- 

ticular Concern’’ with respect to religious 

freedom; to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 


a 


MEMORIALS 


Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials 
were presented and referred as follows: 


374. The SPEAKER presented a memorial 
of the Senate of Pennsylvania, relative to 
Senate Resolution No. 406 establishing ‘‘Hy- 
drocephalus Awareness Month"; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

375. Also, а memorial of the Senate of 
Pennsylvania, relative to Senate Resolution 
No. 375 dealing with natural gas markets; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

376. Also, a memorial of the Senate of Cali- 
fornia, relative to Senate Joint Resolution 
No. 17 relating to the ecumenical patri- 
archate; to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

377. Also, a memorial of the Senate of 
Michigan, relative to Senate Resolution No. 
222, memorializing the Congress of the 
United States to enact legislation to help re- 
vitalize the economy in states with excep- 
tionally high rates of unemployment by the 
creation of а Recovery State Renaissance 
Zone Act; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 


— € e 


PRIVATE BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 3 of rule XII, 


Mr. GUTIERREZ introduced a bill (H.R. 
1295) for the relief of Francisca Lino; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 


EE 


ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 


Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu- 
tions as follows: 


H.R. 154: Mr. ROTHMAN. 

H.R. 279: Mrs. MYRICK. 

H.R. 468: Mr. CROWLEY. 

H.R. 661: Mr. ADERHOLT and Mr. BRADY of 
Pennsylvania. 

H.R. 741: Mr. WESTMORELAND. 

H.R. 891: Mr. ADERHOLT. 

H.R. 962: Mr. ROTHMAN. 

H.R. 1280: Mrs. DAVIS of California, Mr. 
ADERHOLT, Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania, and 
Mrs. TAUSCHER. 

. 1524: Ms. GIFFORDS. 

. 1606: Mr. COHEN. 

. 1801: Mr. KIRK. 

. 1921: Mr. MEEKS of New York. 

. 2052: Mr. LEVIN. 

. 2390: Mrs. MALONEY of New York. 
. 2495: Mr. FILNER. 

. 2567: Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. 

. 8001: Mr. FATTAH. 

. 3212: Mr. HARE and Mr. COHEN. 

. 3234: Mrs. BIGGERT. 

. 3294: Mr. FATTAH. 

. 3334: Mr. ROTHMAN and Mr. HIGGINS. 
. 8404: Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut. 
. 3457: Mrs. GILLIBRAND. 

. 9652: Mr. CUMMINGS. 

. 8750: Mr. MOORE of Kansas. 
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. WAMP. 
. ROTHMAN. 
. CULBERSON. 
. 4048: . MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. 
. 4450: . CARNEY. 
. 5028: Mrs. MALONEY of New York. 
. 5191: Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. 
H.R. 5447: Mr. CUMMINGS. 
H.R. 5573: Mr. HINCHEY and Mr. HALL of 
New York. 
H.R. 5615: Mr. HOLDEN. 
H.R. 5674: Mr. HINCHEY. 
H.R. 5698: Mr. ELLSWORTH and Mr. FATTAH. 
H.R. 5784: Mr. Davis of Illinois, Mr. 
ETHERIDGE, Mr. ROTHMAN, and Mr. RUPPERS- 
BERGER. 
Н.В. 5762: Mrs. TAUSCHER. 
: Ms. RICHARDSON and Ms. ROYBAL- 


. 9153: 
. 9834: 
. 8995: 


. EDWARDS of Maryland. 
. WOOLSEY. 
. BISHOP of New York. 
. BOOZMAN. 
. COHEN. 
: Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. 
: Mr. MOORE of Kansas. 
: Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. 
: Mr. ROTHMAN. 
: Mr. ALEXANDER. 
: Mr. HINCHEY. 
H.R. 6549: Mr. GALLEGLY and Ms. ZOE LOF- 
GREN of California. 
H.R. 6567: Mr. TowNS, Mr. SARBANES, and 


Mr. PLATTS. 
H.R. 6598: Mr. ROTHMAN and Mr. FATTAH. 
H.R. 6815: Mr. HINCHEY and Mr. KUCINICH. 
H.R. 6885: Mr. PUTNAM. 
H.R. 6930: Mr. CRENSHAW and Mr. FILNER. 
H.R. 6939: Mr. COHEN and Mr. KAGEN. 
H.R. 6949: Mr. ROTHMAN. 
H.R. 6955: Mr. CULBERSON. 
H.R. 7063: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. 
H.R. 7114: Mr. SMITH of New Jersey and Mr. 
EMANUEL. 
H.R. 7164: Mr. MEEKS of New York. 


H.R. 7187: Mr. UPTON, Mr. SESSIONS, and 
Mr. DELAHUNT. 

H.R. 7189: Mrs. BONO MACK. 

H.R. 7219: Mr. WEXLER. 

H.R. 7241: Ms. MATSUI, Mr. ROTHMAN, Ms. 
WOOLSEY, Mr. CAPUANO, and Mr. BERMAN. 

H.R. 7252: Mr. AKIN. 

H. Con. Res. 81: Mr. KENNEDY. 

H. Con. Res. 342: Mr. COURTNEY. 

H. Con. Res. 424: Mrs. DAVIS of California. 

Н. Con. Res. 484: Mr. INGLIS of South Caro- 
lina, Mr. WAMP, Mr. DUNCAN, and Mr. HIN- 
CHEY. 

H. Res. 679: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr. 
CAPUANO, Mr. BRALEY of Iowa, Mr. FORTEN- 
BERRY, Mr. WOLF, Mr. BOOZMAN, Mr. DELA- 
HUNT, and Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. 

H. Res. 1171: Mr. BOREN. 

H. Res. 1328: Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. HINOJOSA, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Ten- 
nessee, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. PRICE of North Caro- 
lina, Mr. WEXLER, Mrs. MILLER of Michigan, 
and Mr. ROTHMAN. 

H. Res. 1397: Mr. HINCHEY. 

H. Res. 1404: Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. DUNCAN, 
Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr. COLE of Okla- 
homa, Mr. HALL of Texas, Mr. WESTMORE- 
LAND, Mr. CARTER, and Mr. GENE GREEN of 
Texas. 

H. Res. 1405: Mr. ROHRABACHER, Ms. WAT- 
SON, Mr. PoE, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. ACKERMAN, 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. ROGERS of Michi- 
кап, Mr. GRAVES, Mr. MACK, Mr. WU, Ms. 
LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of California, Mr. SCOTT of 
Georgia, and Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. 

H. Res. 1458: Mr. BECERRA, Ms. RICHARDSON, 
Mr. BERMAN, Mr. WAXMAN, Mr. CARDOZA, Ms. 
FUDGE, Ms. BORDALLO, and Mrs. 
CHRISTENSEN. 
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H. Res. 1462: Mr. LYNCH and Mr. STARK. 
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PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions 
and papers were laid on the clerk’s 
desk and referred as follows: 

335. The SPEAKER presented a petition of 
the San Francisco Labor Council, relative to 
a resolution opposing any taxpayer-financed 
blank check bailout of the financial system; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 
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336. Also, a petition of the San Francisco 
Labor Council, relative to a resolution op- 
posing any taxpayer-financed blank check 
bailout of the financial system; to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

337. Also, a petition of the California State 
Lands Commission, relative to a resolution 
requesting that Congress continue to enact, 
and the President reinstitute, the morato- 
rium on oil and gas leasing within protected 
offshore areas; to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

338. Also, a petition of the Chemung Coun- 
ty Legislature, relative to Resolution No. 08- 
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448 supporting changes to the federal high- 
way trust fund to insure its long-term sol- 
vency; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 


339. Also, a petition of the California State 
Lands Commission, relative to a resolution 
supporting the enactment of the Ocean Con- 
servation, Education, and National Strategy 
for the 21st Century Act (HR 21) and the Na- 
tional Oceans Protection Act of 2008 (93314); 
jointly to the Committees on Natural Re- 
sources and Science and Technology. 
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SENATE—Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Hon. E. BEN- 
JAMIN NELSON, а Senator from the 
State of Nebraska. 


PRAYER 


The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of- 
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Creator of humanity, make us one. 
Bring unity to our Senate, Nation, and 
world. Help us to see that awesome 
things can be accomplished when we 
stop worrying about who will get the 
credit, and that we can achieve so 
much more working together than la- 
boring solo. 

With this unity, infuse us also with à 
Spirit of hopeful pragmatism. Lord, 
give us realistic expectations about our 
future. Remind us that many problems 
that took decades to create will not be 
quickly solved. Motivate us to make 
the necessary sacrifices so that rough 
places will be made smooth and crook- 
ed places will be made straight. 

We pray in Your great Name. Amen. 


a 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The Honorable E. BENJAMIN NELSON 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


— A n 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable E. BENJAMIN NELSON, 
a Senator from the State of Nebraska, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska thereupon 
assumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 


ae 
RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The majority leader is recog- 
nized. 


SCHEDULE 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will pro- 
ceed to a period of morning business, 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each. 

For the information of Senators, 
there will be a Senators-only classified 
briefing at 2:30 today. It will last for an 
hour or an hour and a half. We will 
have there Secretary Gates, Secretary 
Rice, and Vice Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff James Cartwright. This 
will take place in our new secure meet- 
ing room in the Visitor Center. 


Ea 


ECONOMIC STIMULUS PLAN 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, we received 
some more bad news today. Today it 
was reported that China has surpassed 
Japan as the top holder of United 
States debt. One out of every 10 dollars 
of American debt now belongs to the 
Chinese. As we fall further into debt, 
our climb back from recession to eco- 
nomic prosperity grows steeper. But in 
light of these challenges, there is no 
reason for Congress to wait until Janu- 
ary to do some things that will help 
the economy. We know that before the 
Senate is a comprehensive stimulus 
plan. I will be discussing ways of pro- 
ceeding on that, or not proceeding on 
that, with my friend, the Republican 
leader. Our legislation was worked out 
with the Appropriations, Finance, and 
Agriculture Committees. This legisla- 
tion would invest in infrastructure, ex- 
tend unemployment insurance, provide 
food stamps and fiscal relief for States 
to prevent States from being forced to 
cut services and raise taxes more than 
they already have, and it would be pro- 
viding aid to the ailing United States 
auto industry. 

It is important to understand that 
the authority to provide funds to the 
auto industry lies with the Treasury 
Department. The Federal Reserve can 
also provide these funds. As the Senate 
considers whether to pass an auto aid 
package, whether this legislation or 
other legislation, we all need to re- 
member that we are simply deciding 
whether Congress will apply additional 
terms to the funds that the Treasury 
Department can and should ultimately 
provide. In fact, Congress need do noth- 
ing. Treasury can put whatever restric- 
tions they choose on that. 

I hope we can pass legislation to aid 
the auto industry this next day or two. 
If we cannot do it here legislatively, I 
hope the Secretary of Treasury listens 
loudly and clearly, because they can 
take this into their own hands and do 
what they think is appropriate from 
their perspective. 


RECOGNITION OF THE MINORITY 
LEADER 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Republican leader is recog- 
nized. 


EE —À 


A BIPARTISAN APPROACH 


Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, the 
auto industry is an important part of 
the American economy, I certainly 
agree with my good friend the majority 
leader, and an important job creator in 
my State. We are all aware that one 
reason Congress is back in session this 
week is to address the crisis in the 
auto industry. Although our friends on 
the other side have been talking about 
this issue with increasing frequency, 
they have yet to indicate how they 
plan to move forward. There is clearly 
a deep controversy about using funds 
designed to strengthen our credit mar- 
kets to shore up distressed companies 
and other industries. We all understand 
that. It is one of the main reasons why 
there is still a significant lack of sup- 
port from both sides of the aisle to that 
particular kind of approach. 

It is an understatement to say there 
is deep concern about the impact of 
more than $100 billion of new deficit 
spending in the bill that has been put 
forward. So let me suggest a bipartisan 
path forward that has not yet been of- 
fered by the majority. It is a com- 
promise being worked on by Senators 
VOINOVICH and BOND which reproposes 
funds already appropriated, money we 
have already appropriated to fund a $25 
billion loan program for auto makers 
to build advanced technology vehi- 
cles—coupled with new taxpayer pro- 
tections and Federal oversight about 
how the money is spent. This is a pro- 
posal which I believe has support from 
both sides of the aisle and that actu- 
ally has the potential to pass right 
now, not next year. There is a way for- 
ward that will help protect the jobs in 
the auto industry while also protecting 
the taxpayers. Senators VOINOVICH and 
BOND are working with colleagues 
across the aisle to protect taxpayers 
and our long-term economic health. 
Should this compromise approach be 
approved by the Congress, it is the only 
proposal now being considered that we 
believe President Bush will sign. It 
could actually become law and become 
law in the very near future. 

As we move forward, we must do so 
in a bipartisan way on this and the 
myriad of other issues to come, and a 
good place to start would be right now. 

I yield the floor. 


@ This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 


— EE 


MORNING BUSINESS 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business, with Senators per- 
mitted to speak up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Louisiana is recog- 
nized. 


RÀ —À 


AUTO INDUSTRY BAILOUT 
PROPOSALS 


Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I rise to 
express my grave concerns about all of 
the auto industry bailout proposals. I 
do that for two fundamental reasons. 
First of all, I àm very concerned of this 
ever-widening bailout fever, bailout 
mania. We are now going well beyond 
the financial industry. We are crossing 
what was supposed to be a bright line 
and going to other sectors of major 
manufacturing, starting with the auto 
companies, but I am convinced it cer- 
tainly will not end there. 

The second reason I am very con- 
cerned is for the sake and future of the 
auto companies and those workers 
themselves, because I am convinced 
that if we pass this type of bailout pro- 
posal, it will not save the auto compa- 
nies, it will absolutely ensure their de- 
mise. That is because it is а bailout 
that is not coupled in any way with 
fundamental restructuring and funda- 
mental reform. 

Let me go back to the original finan- 
cial industry bailout proposal. On Sep- 
tember 29, I announced my strong op- 
position to that, based on many rea- 
sons which I articulated here on the 
Senate floor. One of them was that I 
thought it would invite many more 
bailouts to come. As I said, it was ‘‘an 
unprecedented government bailout 
that will almost certainly pave the 
way for even more, maybe sooner rath- 
er than later." 

Even as I spoke then on September 
29, quite frankly I never would have 
guessed that we would be at that point 
now, so soon, a few weeks later. But we 
are. Again, what started as an idea 
about the banking industry—don't let 
it fail; only about financial services in- 
dustries—is now ever widening. 

First of all, it has been widened with- 
in the TARP program itself, because 
while "Treasury Secretary Paulson 
came to Congress, came to Capitol Hill 
with à very clear message of what that 
program was about—buying bad assets, 
taking them off the books of financial 
companies—even within that program 
we have already moved on to plan B, 
which is infusing money directly into 
banks. And now we are moving on to 
plan C, infusing money into other sec- 
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tors such as consumer credit cards, 
Student loans, and other ventures. So 
even within that TARP bailout struc- 
ture we have expanded the bailouts and 
moved on from plan A, which was the 
entire premise on which Congress 
passed the legislation, to plan B and to 
plan C. 

Now we are about to cross à much 
brighter line and we are potentially ex- 
panding this bailout fever much more 
by going well beyond the financial in- 
dustry, by going well beyond the bank- 
ing system, well beyond the promise we 
simply need to stabilize the banking 
system, to now saving companies be- 
cause they are big, because they are, in 
a word, too big to allow to fail. 

I think that is à fundamental mis- 
take. But as I said, the other reason I 
think it is a fundamental mistake has 
to do with the companies' futures and 
the workers’ futures themselves. I 
think this auto industry bailout pro- 
posal is a fundamental mistake be- 
cause I believe it will not only not save 
those companies, but I believe it will 
absolutely doom them to eventual fail- 
ure—yes, a few months later rather 
than now, but will absolutely doom 
them to eventual failure. 

Why do I say that? For a simple rea- 
son; because these proposals are not 
coupled in any way with the funda- 
mental restructuring that the Amer- 
ican auto companies need to become 
competitive and to survive. 

A few weeks ago when we talked 
about the financial crisis, we were fo- 
cused on just that, a financial crisis 
within the banking industry, within fi- 
nancial institutions. That was about 
credit freezing up and impacting the 
economy in an overall way. But of 
course auto companies’ problems and 
challenges predate that by years and 
years. Certainly the financial crisis 
made their immediate situation worse, 
made their immediate straits more 
challenging, but their ultimate chal- 
lenge and their ultimate troubles have 
nothing to do with this immediate fi- 
nancial crisis. They have to do with 
the legacy costs and very high labor 
and other costs that those companies 
are burdened by, which makes them 
fundamentally uncompetitive with 
their worldwide competitors today. 

What am I talking about? That extra 
burden brought on by legacy costs and 
union obligations is estimated to be 
about $2,000 per car for the big three 
auto manufacturers—$2,000 per car. 
What does that mean? What it means is 
Ford, for example, needs to cut $2,000 
worth of features out of its Taurus to 
compete with, say, Toyota’s Avalon. It 
is no surprise that the Avalon feels like 
a better product. It is a better product. 
It has $2,000 more features, in terms of 
comparable sales prices, when it goes 
to the lot. Of course it is going to be a 
better product. 

Another example is the U.S. auto 
companies and their unions admit that 
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union demands have driven up labor 
costs at the big three U.S. auto manu- 
facturers to $30 per hour more than 
their foreign-owned competitors, in- 
cluding competitors such as Toyota 
that employ Americans and produce 
cars in America right here and now. 

How can the big three possibly re- 
main competitive in a worldwide econ- 
omy with that sort of disadvantage? 
And throw on top of that the fact that 
the CEO of GM managed to get a 64- 
percent pay raise recently despite his 
company’s shares dropping more than 
90 percent over the past 52 weeks. That 
is not a recipe to stay or become com- 
petitive, that is a recipe for failure. 

The reason the auto companies will 
be doomed to that failure if we pass 
this bailout is because we are giving 
them plenty of taxpayer dollars with- 
out demanding the fundamental re- 
structuring, the fundamental revisiting 
of those additional costs, these ex- 
traordinary labor costs, those burden- 
some legacy costs that it will take to 
make them competitive on a worldwide 
stage. 

My argument is very simple: Let’s 
not cross that bright line. Let’s not ex- 
pand in a fundamental way bailout 
fever for the good of our free market 
system. But also, for the good of the 
auto industry in the United States, for 
the good of those workers, let’s not 
doom them to failure. Let’s demand, 
whatever we do, that they go into a pe- 
riod of fundamental restructuring—the 
type of fundamental restructuring that 
is necessary, for instance, in a bank- 
ruptcy. It does not have to be done in 
the context of an actual bankruptcy. 
Many people say that would kill auto 
sales; that it is not practical, they can- 
not survive that. 

I do not particularly agree with that 
argument, but that same fundamental 
restructuring can be done in other 
ways without that bankruptcy title 
looming over the companies’ heads. 
That is what they need to survive. 
That is what those workers need to 
keep their jobs. Let’s not pass this 
auto industry bailout and deny them 
the possibility of a survivable and 
brighter future. 

These remarks apply equally to not 
only the Democratic leader’s proposal, 
under which the $25 billion would come 
directly out of the TARP program, but 
my remarks and my concerns are fun- 
damental. They apply equally to Presi- 
dent Bush’s proposal, which is essen- 
tially the same, simply taking the 
money out of a different pot, simply 
using the $25 billion of low-interest 
loans we have already authorized, 
against my objections, to do the same 
thing. 

Again, my concerns are not super- 
ficial—use this pot of money and not 
that pot—my concerns are much more 
fundamental. They go to the center of 
the future of our economy. But they 
also go to the core of what is needed 
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for the U.S. auto industry to remain 
competitive, to become more competi- 
tive, and to save those American jobs. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab- 
вепсе of а quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. I ask unanimous 
consent that the order for the quorum 
call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


ee 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
HONORABLE BARACK OBAMA 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Chair lays a communication 
before the Senate. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
Washington, DC, November 18, 2008. 

Hon. RICHARD CHENEY, 

Vice President of the United States of America, 
President of the U.S. Senate, U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR VICE PRESIDENT CHENEY, PRESIDENT 
OF THE U.S. SENATE: This letter is to inform 
you that I resigned from the United States 
Senate, effective November 16, 2008, in order 
to prepare for my duties as President of the 
United States. 

Sincerely, 
BARACK OBAMA, 
U.S. Senator. 


ee 


ORDER FOR RECESS 


Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate re- 
cess today from 2:30 until 4 to allow 
Senators to attend today’s briefing 
with Secretary Gates, Secretary Rice, 
and the Vice Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


EE 
WORKING TOGETHER 


Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, that 
was quite a letter. I must say, to be 
here for this historic moment, my 
heart is racing. We heard the letter 
from the President-elect resigning 
from the Senate. This is, indeed, a mo- 
ment of passage in the Senate and for 
the country. By Senator Obama's res- 
ignation from the duty and responsi- 
bility the people of Illinois gave him, it 
is one more step for him to pick up the 
responsibilities of the Presidency of 
the United States. I will cherish this 
moment because it will be a historic 
moment, from ‘‘We need change" and 
"Yes, we can" on the long campaign 
trail to election night, to а charismatic 
Speech calling us to act like an Amer- 
ican community, not only à country of 
which we are proud, a nation we hold 
dear, but an American community. 
That is the Obama message which I 
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hope will be the Obama effect. As our 
President-elect lays down these duties 
and takes up others, we need to realize 
and respond to his call and à new 
American mandate. Because on Novem- 
ber 4, we who hold Federal office re- 
ceived à new American mandate to 
change the tone, to change the direc- 
tion, to change the priorities, and to be 
able to move on and get our economy 
rolling and bring our troops back home 
and restore our national honor in the 
world. 

Sign me up. Sign me up as an enthu- 
siastic member of this effort. I accept 
that mandate. I accept it. I call upon 
all my colleagues to do the same, to 
embrace the message Senator Obama 
has set, not only in terms of a dy- 
namic, robust agenda but how we will 
work with each other. I thought it was 
grand that he sat down with our col- 
league from Arizona, Senator MCCAIN, 
to talk about how they could work to- 
gether, how they could find that com- 
mon ground, how we could find that 
sensible center between what we want 
to do and what we can afford to do. 
That is the tone Obama set with 
MCCAIN. Let's set it now with REID and 
MCCONNELL. Let’s try to find common 
ground, that sensible center, prag- 
matic, affordable solutions we can do 
now. We have a window. We have a 
time. As President-elect Obama said: 
This is our time. Our time doesn’t 
begin January 20. Our time doesn’t 
begin January 6. This is our time now 
to lay the groundwork for the transi- 
tion of power, to work together. I ask 
us now, as we look at the stimulus 
package, as we look at solutions for 
our manufacturing area, how to extend 
the safety net for those people who are 
already hurting: Let's do that. 

Right now, once again, back to busi- 
ness as usual, entangled in a par- 
lamentary quagmire, digging in our 
heels, based on rigid ideology. That is 
not what the people said on November 
4. They said they wanted change, and 
they want it now. Let it begin with us, 
civilized debate, the clash of ideas to 
find that sensible center. By the way, 
that phrase is not mine. That phrase is 
Colin Powell's, a great American. 

There it is, right there is the center. 
I am ready to walk over to it. Come on 
over,Isay to the other side. 


EE 


STIMULUS PACKAGE 


Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, today 
I am standing here asking for help on 
the stimulus package. I know that part 
of the stimulus package is to extend 
unemployment insurance. I absolutely 
support that. But what I also wish to 
do is not only extend unemployment 
insurance for those who are hurting, I 
am with the parts of the stimulus 
package that will extend employment, 
where we will do what we need to do to 
create the safety net, but we need to 
have а launching pad to keep jobs in 
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this country. I wish to vote to extend 
unemployment help, but I wish to also 
vote to extend employment help. Hello. 
Let's find that sensible center. 

I am for saving and creating jobs, and 
I am also saying: Congress must act 
now. In the next 48 to 72 hours, we have 
our own rendezvous. If we do not act, 
we will create an economic framework 
that means the recession will be longer 
and deeper. The cost of doing nothing 
is more than we can afford to pay. 

I support the safety net in the eco- 
nomic recovery package—help with un- 
employment, energy assistance, help 
on Medicaid for the children and the el- 
derly. Medicaid is a children's and el- 
derly program, for children who need 
health care and elderly who need to be 
in nursing homes. 

I also support the part of the stim- 
ulus that creates jobs. I salute our 
leadership team for coming up with the 
framework to create jobs by making 
important investments in physical in- 
frastructure—desperately needed. We 
need to make public investments that 
generate private sector jobs. Note what 
Senator Barb is saying: I am not for 
make work. I am not for a WPA. I am 
for public investments that create pri- 
vate sector jobs. By doing it in building 
and rebuilding America's infrastruc- 
ture, we will be safer, and we will have 
a stronger economy—repairing bridges, 
building highways, mass transit that 
we need to move people and improve 
the environment, also to build water 
and sewer treatment plants to fix aging 
Sewer systems. In my hometown of Bal- 
timore, our mayor is under an EPA 
court order to rebuild the Baltimore 
Sewer system. I am for that. My great- 
grandfather, who came to this country 
Searching for the American dream, be- 
leving what Lady Liberty said when 
She said: Give me your tired, your poor, 
yearning to be free, another member of 
my family said: Sign me up. And he 
was а ditch digger on the Baltimore 
Sewer system. My great-grandmother 
married him because he was а man of 
prospects. We rebuilt Baltimore then. I 
wish to rebuild Baltimore today and 
put people to work, from designing and 
engineering, moving heavy lifting 
equipment. 

The Chesapeake Bay is polluted be- 
cause we don't have enough water in 
Sewer treatment plants. That is one of 
the reasons. So we can build that by 
making public investments in physical 
infrastructure. By sending a dollar of 
taxpayer money today, we will have 
jobs today and economic recovery on 
the way. 

Also, I wished to talk about helping 
the automobile industry. My other col- 
leagues will speak on the floor about 
the need for the $25 billion plan. My 
colleagues will also speak about other 
things to help Detroit for which I am 
supportive. But I also have another 
idea. See, the way I think, I am old- 
fashioned. My dad ran a grocery store. 
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While others talk about the big macro 
picture, I learned economics at the 
macaroni-and-cheese level in my dad's 
grocery store. It was about supply and 
demand. I am saying if we stimulate 
demand, which actually gets people to 
buy cars, people will have to make 
them. They will have to sell them. 
They will have to service them. They 
will have to provide the insurance and 
other services to do it. 

Let me tell you how I wish to save 
jobs in the automobile industry and at 
the same time help our consumers and 
get our economy back on track. It is 
simple. It is straightforward. It is bi- 
partisan. I am joined in my framework, 
which I introduced as a freestanding 
bill, by Senator Кїт BOND of Missouri. 
More cosponsors are pouring in. My 
provision simply says this: If you buy à 
new passenger car or light truck be- 
tween November 12 of this year and De- 
cember 31 of next year, you will get à 
tax deduction on your sales tax and on 
the interest of your loan. Let me re- 
peat that. It is а tax deduction for the 
sales tax on buying that car or light 
truck. You will also be able to deduct 
the interest on your loan. For many 
people, depending on the size of the ve- 
hicle, it can go anywhere from $2,000 to 
$5,000. It saves jobs. Remember where I 
Started. Not only extend unemploy- 
ment benefits to those who have lost 
their jobs but extend employment so 
people don't lose their jobs. 

One out of every ten jobs in America 
depends on the automobile industry. 

What is it I mean? First of all, in 
manufacturing—and we know what it 
feels like in Maryland. See this chart. 
On  Broening Highway we made 
minivans for years. Now it is being 
cleared for who knows what. We know 
it has new uses but not like this. There 
were 1,000 jobs that paid good wages 
and good salaries. I do not want 
“closed” signs up all over America. So 
it is jobs in manufacturing. 

Then there are jobs in car dealer- 
ships. Did you know there are 30,000 car 
dealerships in America, and each one 
employs about 50 or 60 people—from 
the people who sell the cars, service 
the cars, supply the parts, and the back 
office workers handling the book- 
keeping and the accounting. 

In my own home State there are 300 
dealers. If you look at the dealers na- 
tionwide, we are talking about 150,000 
people. In my own State, it is over 
25,000 people. In many of my rural com- 
munities, outside the hospital and 
local government, they are the major 
employer. Dealers are at risk. The peo- 
ple who work at the dealerships are at 
risk. We can change that. 

Now, let me go to the rationale. Why 
now? Why the urgency? Well, first of 
all, car purchases, whether you are 
talking about a Toyota or a Taurus, 
whether you are talking about cars 
made in Detroit or made in Kentucky, 
Alabama or Tennessee or Texas, buying 
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cars, with people going into the show- 
rooms, is down by 25 percent. 

But what we also know from the auto 
research is that people buy more cars 
during the period of Thanksgiving to 
New Year’s Eve than any other 6-week 
period. If you pass the Mikulski-Bond 
amendment, and it is signed into law, 
and people come into the showroom, 
that is the time they want to buy cars, 
and this is the time we could give them 
the Federal incentive, along with the 
dealer and manufacturing incentives. 
It could mean tremendous help. 

Now, there are those who will say: 
Gee, how much does this cost, Senator 
MIKULSKI? It does cost $8 billion. How- 
ever, the cost of doing nothing is phe- 
nomenal. The cost to the Government 
is about $50 billion a year if we do 
nothing, if our automobile system goes 
down. If we face the Armageddon" of 
one of them going bankrupt, our pen- 
sion guaranty system would be in great 
difficulty. We would lose taxes in un- 
employment benefits. In other words, 
there is à cost to doing nothing that is 
10 to 20 times greater than what we are 
talking about here. 

I know my time is about up. 

I say: Pass this stimulus package. 
Thanks to the leader, my auto provi- 
sion is part of it. We need to talk about 
saving 3 million jobs in the automobile 
industry. We need to talk about how to 
help the American people. 

I conclude by saying, during the 
break I went around and talked to my 
constituents. First of all, they are mad 
as the dickens over the way this bail- 
out package has been handled. They 
feel we gave it to the sharks and the 
whales on Wall Street, and the little 
guys—the minnows—got no help. What 
they are worried about is the losing of 
their jobs. In many instances, they 
have already lost their life savings, 
they have lost their homes or they are 
already in jeopardy. 

Let's talk about а car dealer. I 
walked in to talk to а dealer in Mont- 
gomery County. The first thing was I 
noticed two things: an empty show- 
room and on his lapel he had а Rotary 
pin. This is а man for which that busi- 
ness, in Montgomery County, was 
Started in 1939, during the Depression, 
because they believed in Roosevelt and 
they believed in the American econ- 
omy. Can they believe in us? 

That man, with his Rotary pin and 
family, has provided jobs. They fix 
cars. They have sold cars and so on. 
They kept it going and at the same 
time contributed to the charities in 
their community, being а good cor- 
porate citizen. 

You talk to the people who work 
there. Let's talk to the guy I talked to 
who has worked there for 28 years. He 
said: Senator Barb, all I have ever 
wanted to do is fix cars. I love fixing 
cars, and I have fixed Chevys and now 
Accords and Acuras, and I have done а 
great job. I have been happy, and I 
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have made a lot of people happy. But I 
have two kids in college. I was told 
that for the kind of job I have, there is 
а workforce shortage. But now there is 
more of a shortage of work than а 
Shortage of workers. 

This is whom we are fighting for. We 
are fighting for our friends. We are 
fighting for our neighbors. We are 
fighting for the people who have kept 
our communities going. So we come 
back to wonder: How are we going to 
Spend money? We have already spent 
$350 billion that went to banks that do 
not care. They have no remorse. They 
have no sense of gratitude, and they 
did not regard us as an investor. Mr. 
President, $350 billion to banks and 
Paulson is walking around like a pas- 
sive investor. But here, if we make this 
investment to enable the consumer to 
be in а new car, which will get more 
fuel efficiency, lower carbon emissions, 
and pick up our economy, I think we 
are doing something. 

I hope today we get a chance to vote 
on the economic recovery bill. It has 
major components in it, and one of the 
major component is it extends employ- 
ment, which is what Americans want. 

On the day Barack Obama resigned 
from the Senate, let us now resign our- 
selves to follow what the mandate was 
on November 4. They not only gave 
President-elect Obama a mandate; they 
gave us a mandate: Get America roll- 
ing again. The Mikulski legislation 
puts our economy back on wheels. 

I yield the floor. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Alabama. 


Ыы 
WASTEFUL SPENDING 


Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I 
thank the Chair for the opportunity to 
Speak. I appreciate the eloquent re- 
marks of my colleague, Senator MIKUL- 
SKI. She is à passionate advocate for 
Middle America, and it is a pleasure to 
serve with her in the Senate. 

I have to say, it is a historic day that 
Senator Obama has resigned and will 
be on the road now to inauguration as 
the President of the United States. 
People are happy about it. For so many 
people, you can feel their excitement 
about the possibilities. The country 
wanted change, and we have some 
change out there. I think we need to 
ask ourselves pretty clearly what kind 
of change it is they were demanding of 
Congress. We may well have some dis- 
agreements about that. 

The day after the election, I was 
doing a little exercise at the park back 
home in Alabama, and I met an Afri- 
can-American with an Army hat on. He 
and his friends were talking happily, 
and there was an excitement about this 
election. He said: You know, this is the 
first time I know my sacrifice in Viet- 
nam meant something. He was sincere 
about that. There is а good feeling out 
there. 
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I would say that one of the things the 
American people did not vote for, how- 
ever, was wasteful Washington spend- 
ing. It is just not so. One of the things 
they rejected in the Bush administra- 
tion was reckless spending, unprinci- 
pled spending. That is something that 
has worried them. So in interpreting 
the results of the election, I think we 
need to take care. 

I noticed à recent Rasmussen Poll 
Showed that 80 percent of Americans 
think the Government is too involved 
in the economy, that the Government 
is getting its nose too much in this and 
taking their money they sent here and 
Spending it on somebody the Govern- 
ment wants to favor with Federal lar- 
gess. I do not think that is what the 
election meant: that we ought to spend 
more. 

Also, on the question of the bailout, 
less than one-third of the American 
people in the Rasmussen Poll said they 
favored an automobile company bail- 
out. This is contrary to our funda- 
mental principles. We may have to, at 
certain times, do things that are a vio- 
lation of principle. We ought to be very 
cautious about doing so. These are 
things that have served this country 
well for over 200 years. We need to be 
careful about it. 

So I do not think the change people 
voted for was to authorize Congress to 
£o on а wild spending spree, throwing 
money at every problem. We have al- 
ready had, this year, а $150 billion 
stimulus that was supposed to ward off 
the recession—sending out checks to 
everybody, and this was going to fix it. 

I hated to vote against that, but I 
could not vote for that $150 billion, 
every penny of which went to the debt. 
We were already in deficit, so we added 
another $150 billion to the deficit in 
one fell swoop. What did we tell people 
to do? We told them to go out and 
Spend. I know the Acting President pro 
tempore is from Nebraska. I know he 
was raised right. We have had a talk 
about families and how families work. 
When you have a financial problem, 
you do not tell your children to go out 
and see how much they can spend. You 
ask them to get smart about what they 
have been doing. 

When the economy goes into а reces- 
sionary period, people start watching 
their spending. They decide they do not 
eat out as much. They decide they can- 
not buy as fancy clothes. They decide 
they cannot afford a big, expensive 
house that has also been going up in 
price, and maybe it is not going up 
now, so they wisely decide to stay rent- 
ing or stay in the house they have, 
which depresses the price of housing. 
This is the business cycle, I will just 
say. 

I feel like we work our way through 
that. As people get their debt paid 
down, they start buying more. In the 
meantime, certain companies get hurt. 
Companies that are selling big gas-guz- 
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zling vehicles and are committed to 
that product are going to be one of the 
groups that gets hit the hardest. I wish 
it were not so. I know this is not a 
matter of insignificance that domestic 
automobile companies are in financial 
trouble. But they have been promoting 
a product the American people do not 
want right now and they are com- 
mitted to that product and it is trou- 
bling as to how we work our way out of 
it. But I think rewarding misbehavior 
is not the way to do it. 

So it is pretty clear now that we are 
in a recession and that credit had been 
too cheap in the years leading up to 
this. We had a bubble in housing. Peo- 
ple thought prices would never go 
down, and they bought houses larger 
than they could afford, made payments 
that stressed them to the very limit to 
afford those big houses, pretty much on 
the theory that the housing prices were 
going to continue to go up and would 
never go down. Those of us who have 
been around a while should have known 
that is not a good way to go. We have 
known, and we have seen it in our very 
neighborhoods, the young couple buy- 
ing huge automobiles, borrowing 
money to do  so—$40,000, $50,000, 
$60,000—that they could not afford. It 
also guzzled fuel, cost them more at 
the pump, and each month they ran up 
debts on their credit card, including 
gasoline. When you get to the max- 
imum limit, you have to cut back. 

So what do you do? You do not buy 
as many of these things, you do not add 
as much, you do not buy the big cars, 
some people cannot afford to hold on to 
their big houses, and you go through à 
recessionary period. It is not a matter 
we ought to treat lightly. I certainly 
recognize that. 

But as USA Today said а month or so 
ago, an economy founded on excessive 
personal debt, excessive Government 
debt, and huge trade deficits, is not 
sound. That is just it. We have to 
change our ways. We cannot buy our 
way out of this situation. There is no 
free lunch. For anything that some- 
body puts in front of you to eat, some- 
body has had to pay for it to get it 
there. Debts have to be repaid. We have 
to be honest about it. We cannot con- 
tinue to throw money at this problem. 
We are going to have to take our lumps 
now and come out of it stronger rather 
than trying to postpone the problem, 
kicking the can down the road in some 
desperate attempt at stimulus to avoid 
any pain in a normal recessionary 
cycle. 

So I worry about it. Let me tell my 
colleagues about the deficit. The def- 
icit surged after 9/11. We had increased 
Spending at airports and we did all 
kinds of things and the deficit went up 
to almost $420 billion—one of the big- 
gest deficits in dollar terms we have 
ever had, not as à percentage of GDP, 
but a huge deficit and а reversal of the 
situation prior to that. That deficit has 
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gone down. A year ago September 30, 
our deficit for the year was $161 billion; 
still large, too large, but going in the 
right direction. As of September 30 of 
this year, after we popped $150 billion 
earlier this year directly into the def- 
icit to fund the stimulus that was sup- 
posed to avoid a recession, now the def- 
icit this year was $455 billion. And the 
one we are in today, I saw an article re- 
cently that said the deficit will clearly 
be in excess of $750 billion, the largest 
deficit in the history of our country 
and, probably, as a percentage of GDP, 
one of the largest we have ever had. 
Now we are talking about more spend- 
ing, more spending, more, more, more; 
we have to bail out this industry, that 
industry, the other industry. 

Alabama was heavily reliant on tex- 
tiles. Now, seventy percent of our tex- 
tile industry is gone. You can go to 
town after town where sewing plants 
existed—no longer there. Should the 
Federal Government have stopped 
that? The little community in which I 
grew up, the original community was 
on the river where steamboats plied 
the river. After railroads came, the 
community sort of moved a few miles 
over to the railroad. That is where I 
grew up, in a little railroad commu- 
nity. Then the passenger trains 
stopped, and the freight trains stopped 
and people had interstates and other 
ways to communicate and travel and 
airplanes came along. Should we have 
passed—we had a railroad depot there, 
and my friend’s dad ran it. Well, it is 
closed. Should we have passed a law to 
keep the railroads just as they always 
were and all the depots out there? 
Years ago you remember the debate 
over whether the union should require 
a fireman, who used to shovel coal into 
the steam engines, to sit on a diesel 
train. That was part of the union con- 
tract. For decades after we ended 
steam engines, the union contracts re- 
quired a person named a fireman to sit 
on a diesel train with the engineer. 
This is not sound. 

Change is inevitable. We have to ad- 
just to it. That is what we need to do. 
Maybe there are ways we can help the 
automobile industry—I assume there 
are, and I would be prepared to discuss 
that—but we have to be realistic and 
honest. When we start throwing money 
at private corporations to save them 
from the forces that are at work in our 
economy, we are taking on a big chal- 
lenge. 

This is a metaphor I have in my 
mind. Do my colleagues remember the 
story of the folks who flew airplanes 
over the hurricanes and threw out dry 
ice and they believed if they could just 
throw out enough dry ice, they could 
stop the hurricane? Well, we can’t 
throw money into this financial hurri- 
cane and stop it either. We have to 
hunker down and do what we have al- 
ways done to work through difficult fi- 
nancial circumstances. We can be so- 
phisticated and come up with some 
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good ideas that can help—and I am cer- 
tainly for that—but I would tell my 
colleagues as a matter of principle we 
need to be very cautious about picking 
and choosing who we are going to re- 
ward with Federal taxpayer money. 

In à meeting yesterday, Secretary 
Paulson was quite correct. He said: 
Look, any time you take Federal 
money and insert it into the market- 
place—and he was talking about the 
automobile industry and the banking 
industry at the time—you distort the 
market. You help some companies and 
industries and you hurt others. I would 
just add, you do so with taxpayer 
money, you are taking sides in the 
process. That is dangerous, and we 
need to be as careful about it as we 
possibly can. So I would just raise 
those points. 

Do my colleagues know our savings 
rate in America fell below zero at the 
height of this boom, at the height of 
this housing bubble, this automobile 
bubble? Gasoline prices were through 
the roof, commodity prices through the 
roof, farm prices surging, gold and 
other metals going up at incredible 
rates. They are all falling now, but dur- 
ing that time we didn't have any sav- 
ings. Our savings rates fell below zero. 
Now that we are going into a reces- 
sionary period—and we are in a reces- 
sion—people are saving. The savings 
rate I saw recently was about 3 per- 
cent. So people are not consuming as 
much. Is that all bad? 

When people don't consume as much 
and don't travel as much, the hotels 
are not as full, the restaurants are not 
as full, the automobile companies can't 
sell as many automobiles, and they are 
going through tough times. But when 
you have an excessive boom, this is the 
kind of thing that is bound to happen. 

One observer of the scene made this 
comment in 2006 about the housing 
market. He said: 

Housing prices cannot continue to increase 
at twice the rate of the growth of GDP, and 
they cannot continue to increase at this rate 
when wages are basically flat. 

Now, doesn't that make sense? Didn't 
we know people who couldn't afford а 
house because the prices were out- 
rageous? There are some benefits from 
the collapse and the boom on housing 
prices. An average person now may be 
able to buy à house at а more reason- 
able price than they were before. So 
these are the cycles we go through. 

The timber industry in my State de- 
pends on home building. When con- 
struction is down, our saw mills are 
Shutting down in small towns, and that 
is the only business they have. Are we 
going to bail out the saw mills today? 
Is anybody proposing that? Then, the 
people who work in the woods to har- 
vest the timber—good, honest, hard- 
working Americans—if the saw mills 
can’t buy the lumber—are they getting 
an hourly wage? Are they being laid 
off? Yes, they are, as part of this tough 
cycle that we are going through. 
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I wish to ask this fundamental ques- 
tion: Who is going to bail out the 
American Government? Who is going 
to bail out the American taxpayers for 
the expenditures that we are increas- 
ing? I ask this: Isn’t it true there are 
three basic ways to deal with money 
we are borrowing today, perhaps $1 
trillion this fiscal year? When I say 
$750 billion to $1 trillion, I am not 
counting the $700 billion bailout. That 
has not been scored yet. I am talking 
about other spending, including some 
of these bailout proposals. 

So there are three ways we could do 
it. We could cut spending. Our Demo- 
cratic colleagues were pretty hard on 
Republicans for, they said, spending 
too much, and they were right more 
than I would like to admit. I would just 
say this: Are we getting any better 
now? The talk we are hearing today, is 
it spend more, more, more, more, or is 
it a discussion about a contained 
spending? No. What we are hearing 
from the change group, I am afraid, is 
spend more. 

Well, that is one way to pay off your 
debts. Another way would be to raise 
taxes. None of us want to see taxes 
raised, for heaven’s sake, especially not 
in a time of economic slowdown, so 
taxes is not a likely way to pay off the 
debt. 

What has happened throughout his- 
tory? Fundamentally, the way debts 
are paid off is by debasing the cur- 
rency. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CARDIN). The Senator’s time has ex- 
pired. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Is that 10 minutes, I 
believe? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I 
would ask unanimous consent for 5 ad- 
ditional minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? Hearing no objection, the 
Senator is recognized. 

Mr. SESSIONS. So I am afraid of in- 
flating the currency, reducing the 
value of currency so that when the gov- 
ernment has to pay back debts, it pays 
back in dollars less valuable than the 
ones it borrowed, and we basically 
cheat the people who loaned money. 
When that happens, they are going to 
demand a higher rate of interest on the 
trillions of dollars of debt we have 
today. 

Let me briefly share with my col- 
leagues some thoughts about the bail- 
out and why I cannot support the plan 
that is being proposed and offered by 
Senator REID, the Democratic leader. I 
commend to my colleagues the article 
by Michael E. Levine entitled, “Why 
Bankruptcy Is The Best Option For 
GM." He is à former airline executive 
and is а distinguished research scholar 
and senior lecturer at NYU School of 
Law. He just points out this fact—and 
as a lawyer, I think he is absolutely 
correct. Regarding contracts and ways 
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that would really reform and stream- 
line and make these companies com- 
petitive, he said this: 

Contracts would have to be bought out. 
The company would have to shed many of its 
fixed obligations. Some obligations will be 
impossible to cut by voluntary agreement. 

Why would somebody agree to have 
you not pay them what you have been 
paying? 

Then he said: “СМ will run out of 
cash and out of time." That is even if 
we give them $25 billion. They cannot 
fix themselves until they confront 
their costs that are pulling them down. 

Mitt Romney, whose father was a 
CEO at American Motors, in his recent 
op-ed estimates that the average Amer- 
ican automobile is carrying a $2,000- 
per-car excess cost. If you wonder why 
foreign automobiles are better, it is be- 
cause they can put 2,000 more dollars in 
it. So how do you get out of that? You 
have to get out of these contracts. 

Mr. Levine fundamentally points out that 
through the process of reorganization—not 
chapter VII liquidation but the process that 
Delta Airlines used to reorganize itself—is 
the one way you can get out of these con- 
tracts and restructure the company, reduce 
some of its burdens, and come back again as 
a fighting, competitive company, producing 
automobiles that people will buy in large 
numbers. I think that is very possible. 

So in bankruptcy, those kinds of 
things can occur that can occur out- 
side. Mitt Romney, in his editorial, 
said: 

A managed bankruptcy may be the only 
path to the fundamental restructuring the 
industry needs. It would permit the company 
to shed excess labor, pension, and real estate 
costs. The Federal Government should pro- 
vide guarantees for post-bankruptcy financ- 
ing and assure car buyers that their warran- 
ties are not at risk. 

Now, those are the kinds of sugges- 
tions that come close to making sense 
to me. 

He talked about his father, George 
Romney, the Governor of Michigan, 
who also ran for President at one 
point. This is what he said his father 
did when he saved American Motors at 
the time: 

My dad cut his pay and that of his execu- 
tive team, he bought stock at his company— 

To show faith in it— 
and he went out to the factories to talk to 
workers directly. Get rid of the planes, the 
executive dining rooms—all the symbols that 
breed resentment among the hundreds of 
thousands who will also be sacrificing to 
keep the companies afloat. 

I think that is the right way to do it. 
I think we can do that. I really would 
urge my colleagues to look for ways for 
this to happen. 

Now, you cannot trust the auto- 
mobile dealers when they come forward 
and say: Well, we are doing all of these 
things. 

They don’t have the power to do 
these things. I know they don’t want to 
go into reorganization and bankruptcy 
as Delta Airlines did. But it is not 
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going to be a horrible thing. Delta 
went in and emerged about a year and 
a half later. They reorganized, reduced 
expenses, altered and amended con- 
tracts and obligations, and they re- 
cently bought Northwest. They went 
bankrupt in 2005, and they came out 
leaner and more competitive and are 
now a viable company. But these 
CEOs—if you give them money, they 
are going to have less leverage with the 
unions, less leverage with their 7,000 
automobile dealers, when Toyota has 
1,500 automobile dealers. They are 
going to have less leverage with the 
lease agreements and health care 
agreements they entered into years 
ago, in а different situation, to deal 
with people's health care requests and 
demands at that time. They are stuck 
with that until they can break loose 
from it. 

A bankruptcy judge whose motive 
would be to help them become leaner 
and more effective and sends them out 
as a viable entity so that jobs are saved 
and debts are fundamentally repaid— 
that would be the goal of reorganiza- 
tion and bankruptcy. I don’t think we 
ought to be putting a lot of money into 
this company until we see it in a posi- 
tion that would actually break the 
chains of $2,000 per car that is slowing 
them down, actually pulling them 
down hopelessly. 

I thank the Chair for the opportunity 
to share some of my thoughts. I believe 
when we violate the principles of inter- 
vening in the free market and picking 
winners and losers, we are taking a 
great risk. If we do so, it ought to be 
done with the greatest of care, the 
least exposure to the taxpayer, and 
with the greatest potential for creating 
a successful company in the end. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania is recognized. 


THE LIFE OF DR. RANDY PAUSCH 


Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the life of Dr. Randy 
Pausch, who died this past July 25 from 
pancreatic cancer. Dr. Pausch was a 
rare hero who rose above his illness 
and fought to the end for increased 
public awareness of this devastating 
illness. In doing so, Dr. Pausch cap- 
tured the attention of the country, in- 
spiring people with his extraordinary 
grace, courage, and love of life. 

Dr. Pausch was a professor at Car- 
negie Mellon University in Pittsburgh, 
in my home State of Pennsylvania. He 
was an accomplished researcher and 
dedicated teacher. 

Many people know what Randy did 
because of his famous ‘‘Last Lecture," 
which he delivered at Carnegie Mellon 
in September of last year. The video of 
the lecture became an inspirational 
phenomenon on the Internet. Literally 
millions of Americans wrote and 
blogged about the transformational im- 
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pact Dr. Pausch’s lecture had upon 
them and their lives. Recently, ‘‘The 
Last Lecture" was turned into a best- 
selling book. 

The lessons from Dr. Pausch that 
have inspired so many people are sim- 
ple, but ones we all too easily can for- 
get. He reminds us about achieving 
childhood dreams and maintaining a 
sense of childhood wonder. He also en- 
courages his listeners to work hard, 
tell the truth, be earnest, help others, 
apologize for mistakes, listen to ad- 
vice, and never, ever give up. He helps 
us remember how important it is to 
simply enjoy life and that each day is 
a gift. 

As his disease progressed, Dr. Pausch 
was also an impassioned advocate for 
pancreatic cancer research. He testi- 
fied before the House Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and 
Human Services, and Education, say- 
ing: 

We don’t have advocates for this disease 
because they don’t live long enough. We 
don’t have a Michael J. Fox because people 
die too fast. Pancreatic cancer is absolutely 
ruthless. Part of my job is to put a face on 
the disease. 

So said Dr. Pausch so poignantly 
about this disease, because indeed pan- 
creatic cancer is ruthless. It is the 
fourth leading cause of cancer death in 
the United States of America. Seventy- 
five percent of pancreatic cancer pa- 
tients die within 1 year of diagnosis. 
The 5-year survival rate is barely 5 per- 
cent. The survival rate for pancreatic 
cancer today is the same as it was 30 
years ago. 

Randy was only 45 when he died of 
pancreatic cancer on July 25 of this 
year. He left behind his wife Jai and 
their three children, Dylan, Logan, and 
Chloe. 

Dr. Randy Pausch lived life to the 
fullest in every sense of that word, in 
every sense of that phrase. He was a 
loving husband and father, a dedicated 
educator, and an impassioned advocate. 
While his life was cut short by pan- 
creatic cancer, his legacy for living is 
one we should all cherish. I ask my 
Senate colleagues to join me in com- 
memorating the life of Dr. Pausch with 
the resolution that I and others have 
introduced. This resolution calls upon 
communities across this country to 
recognize November as National Pan- 
creatic Cancer Awareness Month, and 
urges greater public awareness and re- 
sources for prevention, early detection, 
and treatment of this disease. 

Let us, with this resolution, recog- 
nize the extraordinary gift that Dr. 
Pausch’s life was to humanity and 
strive to make progress with this dead- 
ly, ruthless disease. 

I commend Senator CLINTON for her 
leadership on this issue and for intro- 
ducing this resolution. I am joined as a 
cosponsor by my colleague from Penn- 
sylvania, Senator SPECTER. For their 
help, we are greatly appreciative. 
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I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Maine is recognized. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO RETIRING SENATORS 


PETE DOMENICI 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, as the 
110th Congress draws to a close, I rise 
to say thanks and farewell to one of 
our hardest working and most dedi- 
cated Members, Senator PETE DOMENICI 
of New Mexico. 

PETE DOMENICI’s story is truly the 
American dream come to life. The son 
of immigrants, PETE worked in the 
family grocery business, earned a col- 
lege degree, taught school, obtained a 
law degree, and served in local govern- 
ment before his election to the Senate. 

I cannot overlook one vitally impor- 
tant part of his biography, and that is 
his stint as a pitcher for a farm team of 
the old Brooklyn Dodgers. Who knows 
how much different history would be if 
his fast ball had had a little more 
“рор’ to it? 

For 36 years, however, baseball’s loss 
has been the Senate’s gain. The char- 
acter developed by athletic competi- 
tion—determination, hard work, a 
sense of fair play—is fully evident in 
PETE’s six terms in office. 

When the people of New Mexico chose 
PETE DOMENICI to be the longest serv- 
ing Senator in their State’s history, 
they chose wisely. His tireless work on 
a wide range of issues has helped to en- 
sure a better future for all Americans, 
rural or urban, large State or small. He 
is a respected leader on some of the 
most important challenges of our time, 
such as strengthening energy security, 
curbing nuclear proliferation, and pro- 
moting sound Federal budget policy. 

PETE’s understanding of the budget 
process is matched only by his appre- 
ciation of the critical role fiscal re- 
sponsibility plays. His service on the 
Budget Committee established his uni- 
versal reputation as one of the Senate’s 
hardest working, most intelligent, and 
best-informed Members. His focus on 
results rather than the limelight led 
one colleague to describe him as hav- 
ing ‘‘a terminal case of responsibility." 

Senator DOMENICI is also a true 
champion for biomedical research, and 
especially for Americans suffering from 
mental illness. He has worked unceas- 
ingly over the years to increase the un- 
derstanding and to eliminate the stig- 
ma associated with mental illness. He 
has led the effort in the Senate—first 
in partnership with Senator Paul 
Wellstone, and later with our colleague 
Senator TED KENNEDY, to pass legisla- 
tion that requires insurers to cover 
mental illness in the same way they 
cover physical illnesses. 

Thankfully, those efforts have finally 
borne fruit with the inclusion of his 
legislation in the economic stimulus 
bill, the stabilization bill passed in the 
Senate. It is a victory not just for Sen- 
ator DOMENICIS longstanding efforts 
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but also for the estimated 50 million 
Americans who suffer from some kind 
of mental illness. It is a testament to 
his dedication and his compassion. 

Senator DOMENICI’s tenure has been 
marked by vision, common sense, and à 
commitment to results. When he be- 
came chairman of the Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources Committee in 2008, Sen- 
ator DOMENICI set to work to craft the 
first major comprehensive energy bill 
in more than a decade. Many thought 
it would be impossible to put together 
the bipartisan support to pass the En- 
ergy Policy Act of 2005, but Senator 
DOMENICI did it. That landmark law 
laid the foundation for American en- 
ergy independence, the responsible use 
of existing resources, and the develop- 
ment of new technology. We can build 
on that foundation by following the 
model he set of informed debate and 
thoughtful consensus. 

While most of his many accomplish- 
ments have national significance, there 
is one that may not be well known out- 
side of his home State. More than a 
decade ago, PETE DOMENICI introduced 
a program that has helped the school- 
children of New Mexico learn trust- 
worthiness, respect, responsibility, 
fairness, caring, and citizenship. This 
program is called ‘‘Character Counts." 
It fully epitomizes what PETE DOMENICI 
is all about. It fully describes his leg- 
acy because, with PETE DOMENICI, char- 
acter has always counted. 

Senator DOMENICI leaves this Cham- 
ber with an overflowing and bipartisan 
Store of good will and gratitude. We are 
alllosing an outstanding colleague. On 
a personal note, I am also losing an 
outstanding Washington DC neighbor, 
since PETE and his wonderful wife, 
Nancy, live right down the street from 
me. I am pleased to be among the many 
Senators offering thanks for his years 
of service and best wishes to him and 
to Nancy. 

GORDON SMITH 

Mr. President, for nearly "70 years, 
the film “Mr. Smith Goes to Wash- 
ington" has inspired Americans and 
people around the world with its uplift- 
ing story of how one man of conviction 
and character can make a difference. 
Today, I am honored to offer a few 
words to the Mr. SMITH of our time: 
Senator GORDON SMITH of Oregon. 

Senator SMITH came to Washington 
to make a difference—and he has. He 
and I were sworn into the United 
States Senate on the same day, Janu- 
ary 7, 1997. Although his State and 
mine are à continent apart, we quickly 
found that we had a lot in common. 

It has been a joy to work with GOR- 
DON SMITH on so many important 
issues. Of course, where I come from, 
the name ‘‘Senator Smith” conjures up 
not just the beloved movie but also а 
towering, real-life figure, and my inspi- 
ration in public service. Although Mar- 
garet Chase Smith of Maine and GOR- 
DON SMITH are separated by time, they 
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are united in а spirit of independence 
and integrity. Both served with strong 
convictions but with respect for the 
principles of others. Both spoke up 
when they saw wrongdoing. Both had 
extraordinary courage that allowed 
them to speak out when they thought 
their own party was in error. Both saw 
the aisle not as а barrier to progress 
but as a bridge to reaching consensus 
on behalf of the American people. 

This focus on moving forward is espe- 
cially apparent in GORDON SMITH's ef- 
fective work on issues of great impor- 
tance in Maine, in Oregon, and every- 
where in between—health care, tax re- 
lief, small business, equal rights, and 
foreign policy. These challenges are 
ones that require careful consensus- 
building, à responsible approach that 
has defined GORDON SMITH's service 
here. 

GORDON SMITH is simply а wonderful 
person and an extraordinary leader. We 
all remember the terrible tragedy he 
suffered with the loss of his son during 
his service here, а terrible tragedy that 
gave him and his family such sorrow. 
But it is typical of GORDON SMITH that 
out of that tragedy, he chose to do 
something to help prevent other fami- 
lies from enduring the tragedy of the 
loss of а child. That is so typical of 
GORDON SMITH—always thinking of 
others, always trying to do what is 
right, always committed to public serv- 
ice. 

“Smith” is one of the more common 
names in the English language, but in 
this Chamber the name has special 
meaning, one of uncommon principles 
and extraordinary accomplishments. It 
reminds us of a cherished film, of the 
great lady from the State of Maine, 
Senator Margaret Chase Smith, and 
now of Senator GORDON SMITH. I thank 
him for his service and his friendship, 
and I wish him all the best in the fu- 
ture. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The Senator 
from Maine is recognized. 

ELIZABETH DOLE 

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, when 
she came to the Senate 6 years ago, 
ELIZABETH DOLE brought with her a re- 
sume that for most would describe a 
full lifetime of public service and ac- 
complishment. The intellect, prin- 
ciples, and dedication ELIZABETH ap- 
plied to her earlier endeavors have 
been readily apparent in the Senate. 
America has been enriched by all of 
Senator ELIZABETH DOLE’s public serv- 
ice. 

Her record of public service is truly 
inspiring. From the Office of Consumer 
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Affairs and the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion to the Secretary of Transportation 
and Labor, she has served five Presi- 
dents. Her tenure in each of these posi- 
tions has been marked by the dedica- 
tion, effectiveness, and accomplish- 
ments that we have seen firsthand in 
the Senate. 


Nothing more fully describes ELIZA- 
BETH’s character than the fact that she 
left Government service only to be- 
come the president of the American 
Red Cross, joining founder Clara Bar- 
ton as the only women to hold that po- 
sition. In the spirit of that great orga- 
nization, ELIZABETH worked as a volun- 
teer her first year, accepting no salary. 
Under her leadership, the American 
Red Cross was a model for charitable 
organizations, with 91 cents out of 
every dollar contributed going directly 
to help those in need. 


ELIZABETH led the American Red 
Cross by example. Following the gulf 
war, she visited Kuwait to assess per- 
sonally the services provided to our 
military personnel. She traveled to 
famine-stricken Somalia and Mozam- 
bique and to war-ravaged Croatia. She 
led à humanitarian relief operation to 
Rwanda refugee camps. That same 
commitment, courage, and compassion 
have been the hallmarks of her work in 
the Senate. 


Those of us who are women also ap- 
preciate the many times ELIZABETH 
DOLE has blazed the path forward for 
other women. We know she was one of 
the very first women to attend Harvard 
Law School. Think how difficult that 
must have been for à woman raised in 
the South. Yet she persevered and she 
excelled and she broke barrier after 
barrier for other women. 


In her campaign for President in 2000, 
ELIZABETH DOLE had a profound effect. 
She attracted legions of new voters 
into the political process. She encour- 
aged women throughout the country 
and of all political persuasions to step 
forward and get involved in the cam- 
paign and to run for public office them- 
selves. Many of the cracks in the glass 
ceiling are the work of her hands. 


Here in the Senate, I have been privi- 
leged to work alongside Senator DOLE 
as members on the Senate Armed Serv- 
ices Committee. She has been one of 
our strongest and most eloquent voices 
for the men and women in uniform, and 
her commitment to them is inspiring. 
Her dedication to strengthening our 
national security and modernizing our 
military is unsurpassed. 

It is certainly no accident that she is 
married to а man—former Senator Bob 
Dole—who exemplifies the quiet cour- 
age and devotion to duty that are the 
hallmark of America's armed services 
and by which both Senator Doles are 
known. 

I know that all in the Senate and 
throughout our Nation will agree that 
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just a few of the words that best de- 
Scribe ELIZABETH DOLE are ‘“‘intel- 
ligence," ‘‘principles,’? and ‘‘commit- 
ment." To those, I am proud to add the 
word ‘‘friend.’’ I will miss serving with 
ELIZABETH DOLE. I wish her all the best 
in the years to come. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
CASEY). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EEE 
THE ECONOMY 


Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, next 
week Americans across our country are 
going to be celebrating Thanksgiving. 
It is a time that we reflect and give 
thanks for our families and friends and 
all that we have. But far too many of 
our families across my State and 
across this country have far less than 
they did just a year ago. They lost 
their homes, their cars, their health 
care, their 401(k)s, and their jobs. Just 
this month, we learned that this coun- 
try has lost a total of 1.2 million jobs 
this year. Over half of that decrease 
came in the last 3 months alone. 

Across this country, people are hurt- 
ing, and some of the hardest hit have 
been our veterans from the wars in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. Thousands of our vet- 
erans are still recovering from physical 
or psychological injuries that make it 
very hard for them to pay their bills or 
to find a job, and too many find them- 
selves sliding quickly into bankruptcy 
or foreclosure. Yesterday, in fact, the 
New York Times reported that advo- 
cacy groups have seen a huge increase 
in the number of veterans asking for fi- 
nancial help over the last year. 

Americans made it very clear on 
election day that they want a new di- 
rection in this country. They want ac- 
tion that will help pull us out of this 
economic crisis. President-elect Obama 
has already announced that his first 
priority will be an economic recovery 
plan that invests in our country’s in- 
frastructure. As chair of the Appropria- 
tions Transportation and Housing Sub- 
committee, I stand ready to help with 
that. But, as the latest jobless reports 
show, we can’t afford to wait even until 
January, when we have a new Presi- 
dent, to start providing the help Amer- 
icans need today. That is why I have 
come to the floor. We need to take ac- 
tion that will create jobs, diversify and 
modernize our economy, and help our 
families cope with this economic down- 
turn. 

This week, Senator BYRD and our 
majority leader, Senator REID, pro- 
posed an economic stimulus bill that 
would do just that. Their bill is tar- 
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geted at the biggest needs in our coun- 
try today. It will create more than 
635,000 jobs by investing in infrastruc- 
ture and green energy development, 
and it would help our most vulnerable 
citizens put food on the table and keep 
a roof over their heads. 

Congress can make a real difference 
for millions of families across our 
country. If there was a mandate given 
on November 4, it was for Government 
to work for the people once again. 
America’s working families want a 
government that will turn our econ- 
omy around and end this war, and they 
want true progress on health care and 
on education. That is our mandate. We 
have an awful lot of work to do, and we 
need a bipartisan effort to do it. But we 
cannot just sit around waiting until we 
have a new administration and a new 
Congress. Americans are hurting 
today. 

We have the ability in this Congress 
to come together across party lines and 
pass a bill that will put Americans 
back to work and stabilize our commu- 
nities across this country. I wish to 
take a couple of minutes this morning 
to outline how that package will help 
get our country moving again and help 
those most in need. 

First of all, it is critically important 
that we help families who have already 
lost their jobs and are drawing unem- 
ployment today. Especially with em- 
ployers cutting jobs each month, there 
are hundreds of thousands of Ameri- 
cans who need help for basic needs 
while they look for work. This package 
reaches out to those families by ex- 
tending unemployment benefits by 7 
weeks across the country and 18 weeks 
in States where the jobless rate is the 
highest. It also brings relief to commu- 
nities, since every dollar of unemploy- 
ment benefits generates $1.64 in addi- 
tional economic activity. This helps 
everyone. 

This bill also provides help for the 
millions of families who are struggling 
today to find safe and secure housing. 
Across the country, public housing is 
badly in need of repair and improve- 
ment. This bill will allow communities 
to rehabilitate vacant public housing 
units, improve energy efficiency, and 
jump-start construction of new 
projects that will serve those tenants. 
It will also help address a growing 
problem in our community: renters 
who lost their homes because their 
landlords were foreclosed on. This bill 
will help protect these innocent vic- 
tims of the foreclosure crisis and help 
them find immediate shelter and long- 
term housing. 

One reason we need this bill badly is 
because it offers help to those who need 
it most, those who have lost their jobs 
and homes who are struggling to find 
housing today. But this bill will also 
help our communities and jump-start 
our economy by creating more than 
635,000 jobs, investing in new tech- 
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nology and repairing our infrastruc- 
ture. For example, this package would 
make investments in highway and 
bridge construction in every single 
State—all 50 States—by providing $10 
billion to help fund projects that are 
ready to go today. We know that for 
every $1 billion we spend on highways, 
we create more than 34,500 good jobs. 
So this package will create more than 
345,000 jobs. 

Additionally, it is important to note 
there are no earmarks in this bill, no 
special projects as part of the highway 
funding in this bill. All highway dollars 
will be spent according to the formula 
that has been established for the Sur- 
face Transportation Program in our 
SAFETEA-LU highway bonds. States 
would have to put this money to work 
in 180 days. 

We also know that roads are not the 
only area where communities need 
transportation dollars. Cities across 
our country are struggling to repair 
and expand their bus and rail systems 
as demand for mass transit and public 
transportation is skyrocketing. So this 
bill will improve and expand mass- 
transit systems so that millions of 
commuters can get to work smoothly 
and on time. It will help repair and im- 
prove our Nation’s airports. It will 
make needed investments in our Na- 
tion’s ferry transportation system and 
modernize our Nation’s shipyards to 
make them competitive and efficient. 

While creating these jobs will help 
get our economy going again, we also 
need to work to make sure our workers 
are prepared to compete for the jobs of 
the future. So this package does that 
by helping 160,000 dislocated workers 
and youth get education, training, 
counseling, and job assistance. This is 
particularly important for young peo- 
ple who are disengaged from school and 
for disadvantaged teenagers who are 
often hurt the most when our unem- 
ployment rates are high. It is critical 
that we enable these young people to 
get work experience now because if 
they lose out, they are less likely to 
move successfully into a career later. 

We know teens without jobs are more 
likely to turn to crime or join gangs 
which cost our communities millions 
in law enforcement and lost produc- 
tivity. Not only will the programs this 
bill supports pay off as the economy 
picks up over time, they will help stim- 
ulate the economy in the short term 
too, because, you know, teens spend 
immediately all the money they make. 
So that will help everyone. 

This package also recognizes that we 
need to start investing in new and 
healthy industries that will help create 
new, good-paying jobs and help 
strengthen our economy for the long 
term. I think one of the most prom- 
ising fields is green technology. That is 
why this package would invest almost 
$7 billion in research and development 
that would help us create new energy 
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Sources and effi- 
ciency. 

Not only is the research and develop- 
ment absolutely vital in order to cre- 
ate the technology and the new jobs 
that come with it, but research and de- 
velopment and clean technologies are 
critical if we are going to become en- 
ergy independent. 

So these are parts of the package 
which I believe will be à shot in the 
arm, that will help our economy for 
many years to come. 

Before I finish today, I do want to ad- 
dress the provisions in this bill that 
would help the country's struggling 
auto industry. I want the auto industry 
to remain viable and continue to sup- 
port the millions of jobs across this 
country which depend on its success. 
But I cannot support any more funds 
without concrete assurance the auto- 
makers have a strategy to restructure 
and become viable, competitive compa- 
nies. The auto industries cannot con- 
tinue to follow a failed business model 
and then come here and ask for help. 

I supported the $25 billion with 
strong restructuring language for the 
auto industry in the continuing resolu- 
tion we passed a month ago. I will need 
to be convinced that adding funding 
will not only save jobs but the industry 
leaders will take seriously the issue of 
restructuring and work to reinvigorate 
an industry that continues to teeter on 
the brink of failure. 

I am also, I have to say, very con- 
cerned about the blame being laid at 
the feet of the hard-working men and 
women in this industry. The auto in- 
dustry’s current financial industry cri- 
sis is the result of many financial fac- 
tors, not the result of the cost of em- 
ployee health care and negotiated con- 
tract benefits upon which numerous 
working families and retirees depend. 

If the Federal Government, funded by 
working and taxpaying families, is ex- 
pected to explore financial aid to ailing 
corporations, then I expect to hear 
about sacrifices industry management 
will make during these tough times. I 
am very hopeful we can do that. 

A month ago this Congress came to- 
gether and passed a bill to help restore 
stability in our financial markets. 
Well, we need this bill to provide sta- 
bility for our communities and for our 
working families at home. We need it 
to help the most vulnerable among us 
to keep food on their table and a roof 
over their head. 

We need it to help unemployed work- 
ers pay the bills while they start an- 
other job search. We need it so that we 
can create jobs, invest in our commu- 
nities, and support new developments 
in sustainable and emerging industries. 

We can start solving this economic 
crisis now. We can provide our families 
with the help they need for the holi- 
days and before this economic situa- 
tion gets worse. I hope our colleagues 
will join together, work across party 
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lines, pass this stimulus bill, and offer 
hope this year to millions of struggling 
families across this country. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
MENENDEZ). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak in morn- 
ing business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
TRIBUTE TO STUDS TERKEL 


Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I want 
to take a few minutes to say thank you 
and farewell to a Chicago legend and a 
national treasure. 

Studs Terkel—author, actor, tele- 
vision pioneer, civil rights champion, 
law school graduate, social historian, 
jazz critic, disc jockey, champion of 
little guys and all the underdogs in 
America—died quietly in his Chicago 
North Side home on October 31. Studs 
was 96 years old. 

His interviews over 50 years with the 
celebrated and the uncelebrated made 
him famous around the world. But 
there was no place on Earth where he 
was better known or loved than in Chi- 
cago, his adopted hometown. 

When he turned 95 in 2007, Chicago 
threw а party, complete with а sky- 
writing plane that proclaimed: ‘‘Happy 
Birthday, Studs." No last name was 
needed. 

What was remarkable, however, is 
not how many Chicagoans knew him by 
his first name, but how many 
Chicagoans Studs knew by their first 
names. 

After Studs died, a British journalist 
recalled а day he spent with Studs 
more than а decade ago when Studs 
was still doing his syndicated radio 
program 5 days à week at WFMT in 
downtown Chicago. This person wrote: 

The journey to and from [Stud's] office was 
through а subterranean labyrinth of cor- 
ridors and shopping arcades linking the 
WFMT building with the tower containing 
the luncheon club. Beside the elevator door 
was an Irish attendant he knew, and they 
burst into song. Then there was an extraor- 
dinary ritual, involving an employee at 
Johnny's Shoe Shine. ‘‘Another day!" bel- 
lowed Terkel from quite a distance. “Ап- 
other triumph!" boomed back the reply. 

Forget Sinatra. Chicago was Studs 
Terkel’s kind of town. He loved Chi- 
cago because, in his words, ‘‘Chicago is 
the country. It is America; it is a met- 
aphor for everything." 

Elizabeth Taylor, the Chicago 
Tribune’s literary editor and one of his 
good friends, said Studs Terkel ‘‘was 
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Chicago and everything good about the 
literary world—make that the world in 
general.’’ I agree. 

The last time I saw him was about 2 
months ago at a bookstore in Chicago. 
Studs was signing copies of his second 
to last book, a wonderful memoir 
called ‘‘Touch and Go.’’ He wore his 
trademark red-checkered shirt. The 
bookstore was packed with people. 
Studs was nearly deaf by then, but if 
he looked straight at you, he could tell 
what you were saying. But that is what 
he was doing—still listening, listening, 
listening to everyone who approached 
him. 

It was a slow moving line as we wait- 
ed to have our books autographed. I 
waited more than an hour to say hello 
and get my book signed, but I am glad 
I did. 

“Calling [Studs Terkel] a ‘writer and 


broadcaster’ would be like calling 
Louis Armstrong a ‘trumpeter’ or the 
Empire State Building an ‘office 


block.’ Strictly and sparsely speaking, 
it is true." So read his obituary in Lon- 
don’s Guardian newspaper. 

On radio, TV, and more than a dozen 
books, Studs Terkel interviewed some 
of the most famous of the 20th cen- 
tury—Simone de Beauvoir, Margot 
Fonteyn, Arthur Miller, John Kenneth 
Galbraith, Tennessee Williams, Mar- 
garet Mead, Leonard Bernstein, Louis 
Armstrong, Buster Keaton, Marlon 
Brando, Bob Dylan, Aaron Copeland, 
Zero Mostel, Mahalia Jackson, James 
Baldwin, and the list goes on and on. 

He interviewed a 90-year-old 
Bertrand Russell in a village in North 
Wales during the 1962 Cuban missile 
crisis and almost erased the tape of 
their conversation because he was pret- 
ty clumsy with his tape recorder. Studs 
never overcame that ineptitude. He 
said it was actually an asset because it 
made the people he interviewed want 
to help him. 

But it was Studs Terkel’s interviews 
with ordinary Americans, not celeb- 
rities, that set him apart. What guided 
his work? Studs said: ‘‘The principle is 
that ordinary people have extraor- 
dinary thoughts—T've always believed 
that—and that ordinary people can 
Speak poetically.” 

Accepting an honorary National 
Book Award medal in 1997, he said: 

When the Chinese Wall was built, where 
did the masons go for lunch? When Caesar 
conquered Gaul, was there not even а cook in 
the army? And here's the big one, when the 
Armada sank, you read that King Philip 
wept. Were there no other tears? 

That's what I believe oral history is about. 
It’s about those who shed those other tears, 
who on rare occasions of triumph laughed 
that other laugh. 

By talking and listening to ordinary 
Americans, Studs Terkel harvested 
what the Economist magazine called 
“not only the most complete American 
history of this century, but the most 
compassionate." 
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“De Tocqueville with a tape re- 
corder," is what the Times of London 
called him. 

Robert Coles, professor of psychiatry 
at Harvard, told the L.A. Times: 

I think he was the most extraordinary so- 
cial observer this country has ever produced. 

Said his son Dan, Studs ‘‘led a long, 
full, eventful, sometimes tempestuous 
but very satisfying life." 

He was born in the Bronx on May 16, 
1912, a month after the Titanic sank. 
He used to like to say: “I came up 
when she'd gone down." 

His real name was Louis. He took the 
name *'Studs" in the twenties, after 
Studs Lonigan, the protagonist of 
James T. Farrell’s 1930s novels about 
an Irish kid from Chicago’s South Side. 

His father Samuel was a tailor. His 
mother Anna was a seamstress who 
moved to America from Poland. 

The Terkel family moved to Chicago 
in 1922 after his father suffered a heart 
ailment. They ran a rooming house at 
Wells and Grand. 

It was there in a small park nearby 
formally known as Washington Square 
but better known as Bughouse 
Square—a place, Studs said, ‘‘where 
free speech is the power and the 
glory’’—where he first met the workers 
and activists who would shape his view 
of the world and fill up his books and 
tapes. 

He graduated from the University of 
Chicago with degrees in philosophy and 
law in 1934 but did not care to work as 
a lawyer. Instead, after a brief stint as 
a civil servant in Washington, he 
joined the Work Projects Administra- 
tion’s Federal Writers’ Project, writing 
radio scripts. 

Soon he was acting in radio soaps. 
Usually, he was the voice of the gang- 
ster. 

He served a year in the Army Air 
Corps but was discharged after a year 
because of perforated eardrums. 

He landed his own TV show at the be- 
ginning of the television age, the pio- 
neering ‘‘Studs Place" but lost it after 
a few seasons when he was blacklisted 
during the dreaded McCarthy era. 

In the early 1950s, he hooked up with 
WFMT, a new arts station in Chicago. 
It was the start of a great partnership. 
His syndicated radio talk show, ‘‘The 
Studs Terkel Program," ran on WFMT 
every weekday from 1952 to 1997—45 
years. 

He played a sports reporter in the 
1988 film “Eight Men Out," about the 
Chicago Black Sox scandal of 1919. And 
he continued to write almost to the 
day he died. 

He was, said an obituary by the Asso- 
ciated Press, “ап old rebel who never 
mellowed, never retired, never forgot, 
and ‘never met a picket line or peti- 
tion' he didn't like." 

What made him so good? Bob 
Minzeshimer, a USA Today reporter 
who knew him, said: 

He had the listening skills of а psycholo- 
gist, the timing of а comic, the curiosity of 
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a scholar, and the gravelly voice of a boxing 
promoter. 

He wrote with honesty, empathy, elo- 
quence, and humor. Above all, he wrote 
with real respect for the people he 
interviewed. 

As the writer for the Economist said, 
“Talking to Mr. Terkel, the copyboy or 
the short-order clerk or the welfare 
mother felt, at last, like somebody. 
They counted; they had possibilities." 

His first book, ‘‘Giants of Jazz," was 
published in 1957. Nearly а decade 
passed before he wrote another, but it 
was worth the wait. Division Street," 
released in 1966, contrasted rich and 
poor along that same Chicago street 
and won him international recognition. 

Studs’ best known book, ‘‘Working,’’ 
was published in 1974. In 1999, a panel of 
judges organized by the Modern Li- 
brary, a book publisher, ranked ‘‘Work- 
ing" as No. 54 on its list of the top 100 
best English language works of the 
20th century. He won a Pulitzer Prize 
in 1985 for “Тһе Good War: An Oral His- 
tory of World War II." 

Among his other books are “Нага 
Times: An Oral History of the Great 
Depression"; «American Dreams: Lost 
and Found"; “The Great Divide: Sec- 
ond Thoughts on the American 
Dream"; “Race: How Blacks and 
Whites Think and Feel About the 
American Obsession’’; ‘‘Coming of Age: 
The Story of Our Century by Those 
Who’ve Lived It’’; ‘‘Will the Circle Be 
Unbroken? Reflections on Death, Re- 
birth"; ‘‘Hope Dies Last: Keeping the 
Faith in Difficult Times"; "Touch and 
Go"; and his final book, “P.S. Further 
Thoughts from a Lifetime of Listen- 
ing.’’ They just released it last week. It 
was at his bedside when he passed 
away. 

He received so many awards: a Pea- 
body Award for excellence in jour- 
nalism; the National Book Foundation 
Medal for contributions to American 
letters; the Pulitzer Prize for his book 
“The Good War"; the Presidential Hu- 
manities Medal; the National Medal of 
Humanities; the Illinois Governor’s 
Award for the Arts; and the Clarence 
Darrow Commemorative Award. 

He was the only white writer to be 
inducted into the International Lit- 
erary Hall of Fame for Writers of Afri- 
can Descent at Chicago State Univer- 
sity. 

But the recognition that meant the 
most to him didn’t come from the 
media. It was comments from people he 
worked with, people whose eyes he 
opened. Like the man who stopped him 
on the Michigan Avenue bridge and 
told him that after reading the words 
of Delores Dante in ‘‘Working,’’ he was 
never going to be rude to a waitress 
again. 

Besides Chicago, the other great love 
of Studs Terkel’s life was his wife Ida, 
with whom he shared a happy marriage 
for 60 years until she passed away in 
1999. 
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Mischievous to the end, Studs said he 
wanted to be cremated and have his 
ashes mixed with Ida’s, and he wanted 
them both to be scattered in Bughouse 
Square. “Scatter us there," he said. 
“It’s against the law (so) let 'em sue 
us." 

In “Touch and Go," Studs Terkel 
worried that our Nation suffered from 
“a national alzheimer's disease," as he 
said it, and a lack of historical perspec- 
tive that made government the per- 
ceived enemy. 

He believed that government ought 
to stand up for the little guy and hold 
the powerful accountable. He believed 
it because he had seen it before. 

There would never be a good time to 
lose Studs Terkel but now seems like à 
particularly bad time for such a loss. 
Our economy is in crisis. Real people 
are hurting. Ordinary people who 
worked hard all their lives are watch- 
ing their savings disappear. Millions of 
Americans are losing their jobs and 
their homes. They are seeing hundreds 
of billions of their tax dollars handed 
out to banks and to Wall Street, and I 
guess they are wondering: Is anybody 
in Government listening to them? 

In these hard times, in this rare 
lameduck session of Congress, we in 
the Senate would do well to follow 
Studs Terkel's example: to listen not 
only to the wealthy and well connected 
but also to the quiet hopes and con- 
cerns of everyday Americans. As Studs 
Terkel showed in his immortal works, 
those everyday Americans are the soul 
and real strength of America. 

Our condolences go out to Studs' and 
Ida’s son Dan and to all who knew and 
loved Studs Terkel. 

He stood only 5 feet 5 inches tall, 
with а slouch that made him look even 
Shorter. But in Chicago and so many 
other places, Studs Terkel was a giant; 
and he will be greatly missed. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
ECONOMIC RECOVERY ACT 


Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I rise 
to speak about the Economic Recovery 
Act, which is a comprehensive stimulus 
package. We need it. Our Nation needs 
this. It is a much needed shot in the 
arm for our ailing economy. When the 
economy is ailing, there are two 
choices: We can choose the path of, 
say, Herbert Hoover and say: Govern- 
ment should not be involved, let an ide- 
ological straitjacket tie us up—We 
know what happened then—or we can 
choose the course economists on the 
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left, the middle, and the right have 
Said we should choose, which is we need 
a major stimulus package to get the 
economy going. 

I would have hoped we would have 
made the choice to help this economy 
and help the millions of Americans who 
are worried. Hundreds of thousands 
have lost their jobs, millions more are 
worried about losing their jobs, and 
tens of millions see every week that 
the paycheck does not stretch as far as 
it did. 

We face an economic crisis of а scale 
and scope that we have not experienced 
in 25 years, if not longer. By every 
measure we are headed toward a cliff. 
We are in the midst of the greatest 
housing crisis since the Great Depres- 
sion. Unemployment has been rising 
rapidly and is expected to hit levels we 
have not seen at least since the early 
1980s. 

States and localities face massive 
budget shortfalls that may force them 
to raise property taxes unless Federal 
assistance is delivered. Families are 
running harder just to stand still, see- 
ing their incomes shrink while their 
costs, especially their food and energy 
costs, are far greater than they were 1 
year ago. 

The credit contraction that has 
spread from the financial system to av- 
erage households has pummeled Amer- 
ican businesses in every part of the 
country, businesses big and small. Not 
even the most optimistic among us can 
argue that our economic problems will 
take care of themselves. 

The question before us is: What are 
we, as stewards of the public trust, 
going to do? I believe the answer is 
clear: The Federal Government should, 
it must, provide an economic stimulus 
to Main Street as we have to Wall 
Street. It must be significant and sub- 
stantial and it must be targeted at our 
most pressing needs. 

The plan before us does that. It will 
prime the pump of America’s job ma- 
chine, by fast-tracking $13.5 billion of 
investment into our Nation's infra- 
structure which forms the bedrock of 
our economy. It will help the States 
avoid the difficult decision to raise 
property taxes; you cannot do that 
now. But some of them may have no 
choice because they have budget short- 
falls. But we can avoid that terrible 
choice by delivering $40 billion in 
emergency fiscal aid through the 
FMAP. 

The stimulus package before us will 
jump start renewable energy produc- 
tion by making major investments in 
the technologies that will not only 
help America become energy inde- 
pendent but will make us a global lead- 
er in the next generation of fuel-effi- 
cient vehicles. 

Importantly, this bill will also resus- 
citate small business lending. We all 
know small businesses are the engine 
of our economy. But small businesses 
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have been overlooked in the financial 
rescue efforts to date. 

So working with my friend and col- 
league from Massachusetts, Senator 
KERRY, we have worked to include pro- 
visions in this stimulus package that 
will throw our small businesses a life 
vest to weather this storm so they can 
emerge from it as leaders in job cre- 
ation. 

Small businesses generally rely heav- 
ily on loans from banks to build inven- 
tory, meet their payroll consistently, 
and fuel the growth of the business. 
These loans have all but dried up, 
threatening the survival of car dealer- 
ships, mom-and-pop pharmacies, res- 
taurants and shops all across the Na- 
tion. 

The Federal Reserve recently re- 
ported that 75 percent of domestic 
banks said they had tightened their 
lending standards for small-business 
loans, 75 percent. At the same time, 70 
percent of the lenders told the Fed that 
they would charge more for those 
loans. According to the New York 
Times in an August opinion poll, two- 
thirds of entrepreneurs told the Na- 
tional Small Businesses Association 
that their companies had been hurt by 
the credit crunch. 

Traditionally, Small Business Ad- 
ministration loans have filled this gap. 
But chronic underfunding of the SBA 
under the Bush administration and its 
outdated fee structure have greatly re- 
duced lender participation and under- 
mined the valuable function that SBA 
lending could play during this credit 
crisis. 

In October alone, the number of loans 
made under SBA’s largest loan pro- 
gram dropped over 50 percent compared 
to the same month last year. So the 
economy desperately needs this shot in 
the arm. 

And SBA’s loan program is cut in 
half. What foolishness. Why do we not 
change it? That is why Senator KERRY 
and I fought to include in the economic 
stimulus package provisions that will 
modernize the SBA and jump start 
lending to small business. 

Our bill provides $615 million to sup- 
port $22.5 billion in zero-fee loans to 
small businesses under the 7A and 504 
programs. Providing zero-fee loans will 
deliver needed relief to small business 
on Main Street during Wall Street’s fi- 
nancial crisis. 

The bill also provides $1 million to 
support $10 million in new microloans 
for small businesses and $4 million for 
critical technical assistance for these 
new ‘‘micro’’ borrowers. 

In sum, our Nation needs this stim- 
ulus package, not just for the small 
businesses or the large businesses 
across the Nation but for the American 
families who have faced devastating 
hits to their wealth and economic secu- 
rity. We need to build a platform from 
which we can emerge from this credit 
crisis as a global leader in energy and 
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innovation and high-paying job cre- 
ation. I strongly urge the passage of 
this proposal. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Мг. 
CARDIN). Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

The Senator is recognized for 10 min- 
utes. 


Mr. BARRASSO. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. 
o——— € — 
MEDICARE 
Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, 


today I come to the floor to tell the 
Nation a story, and it is the story of a 
Wyoming doctor, а doctor by the name 
of Randy Johnston. He is an ophthal- 
mologist who practices in Cheyenne, 
WY. He is very qualified. He is very ca- 
pable. He is also а good friend. 

The reason I come to tell you this 
Story is because, like many doctors 
across the country, Randy takes care 
of people on Medicare, and occasionally 
in his practice as an ophthalmologist 
he gives shots to people on Medicare. 
As a matter of fact, there is à picture 
of Dr. Johnston on the front page of 
the American Medical News. This is an 
article dated November 10, written by 
Jane Cys, and it shows Dr. Johnston in 
his office in Cheyenne getting ready to 
give а shot. 

Well, in the past, Randy would buy 
the drugs that his practice uses and 
then bill the patients for the treat- 
ment. The drugs that Randy uses are 
typically injected, but under this Part 
B Medicare drug program some are in- 
fused through a patient intravenously 
right into the vein. 

Two years ago, Randy enrolled in a 
new program created by the 2008 Medi- 
care Modernization Act. This Medicare 
Part B program was called the Com- 
petitive Acquisition Program—CAP is 
the phrase they use. It was designed to 
give doctors а choice in the way they 
administer the drugs. 

Under the program, the doctor would 
first see the patient, then order the 
medicine from a Government vendor, 
then get the medicine, and then give 
the injection. 

Well, the way it worked is, Medicare 
would then pay the vendor for the 
drugs. Medicare also would bill the pa- 
tient if there was а сорау or a premium 
the patient owed. Randy was only re- 
Sponsible to bill Medicare for the ac- 
tual treatment of the patient, not for 
the medicines. 

Congress and the Centers for Medi- 
care and Medicaid Services hailed this 
new program as a way to alleviate ad- 
ministrative burdens and reduce Medi- 
care costs—a good idea. Doctors could 
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now spend more of their time with 
their patients rather than serving as 
drug purchasers and bill collectors. 

Randy signed up for the program 
early, and the program that was passed 
as part of the 2008 bill finally got start- 
ed in 2006. Randy thought it made good 
sense for him, good sense for his pa- 
tients. Some of his Medicare patients 
could not afford to pay for their office- 
administered drugs, and Randy saw 
great potential in this new program. 
He could transfer the Medicare billing 
part of it to someone equipped to han- 
dle the administrative redtape, and 
this freedom would leave him more 
time to focus on practicing medicine. 

The program has now been in place 
for 3 years. What are the results? Well, 
only 4,200 doctors signed up for the pro- 
gram. You may ask, why is that? Dr. 
Johnston can tell you, and this article 
in the American Medical News explains 
it very well. Administrative hassles, 
burdensome drug transportation and 
Storage rules, and vendor delivery 
problems—and that is just to name а 
few. 

For example, the Government rules 
require doctors to give patients the 
drugs only in the facility where the 
vendor delivered the medicine—no ex- 
ceptions, none. This requirement pre- 
vented doctors from moving drugs be- 
tween their main office and а part-time 
Satellite office they may have in an- 
other community. 

Washington bureaucrats simply do 
not understand what a burden this pol- 
icy can be in rural and frontier commu- 
nities. Seniors living in rural States 
such as Wyoming often have to travel 
great distances—hundreds of miles—to 
See à specialist like Dr. Randy John- 
ston. This program, with good inten- 
tions, clearly was not designed to meet 
the unique needs facing rural patients 
and health care providers who work 
tirelessly to serve their patients. 

Dr. Johnston was also required to 
order the drugs for а specific individual 
patient by name. He was not allowed to 
restock а general office supply to use 
on multiple patients. 

I understand the Government is try- 
ing to prevent drug stockpiling. But 
this rigid program requirement does 
not give doctors the flexibility they 
need to practice medicine. This is espe- 
cially true in emergency situations. 

So who is liable when a patient 
comes to the doctor’s office needing 
immediate treatment but the doctor 
cannot help because he has to call the 
Government to send the medicine in 
the first place, even if he has a supply 
on hand for another patient? The pro- 
gram’s current design has turned out 
to be a bureaucratic nightmare. 

After only 3 months in the program, 
Randy Johnston wrote Medicare a let- 
ter begging—I say begging—to be let 
out of the program. Why? Well, it was 
not just the excessive paperwork and 
the excessive phone calls to get the 
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medication; Randy saw how absolutely 
wasteful this Government program had 
become. 

When Dr. Johnston purchased Med- 
icaid vials himself from a local phar- 
macy, the local pharmacy would divide 
it into multiple doses that could be 
used for different patients. Using the 
new Medicare program, Dr. Johnston 
had to order an entire vial for each pa- 
tient, use the one dose the patient 
needed, and then throw the rest away. 

Why would Medicare force seniors 
and taxpayers to foot the bill for an en- 
tire vial of medication containing 400 
doses when the patient only needed 1 
dose? At a time when Americans are 
facing such painful financial times, 
this wasteful Government spending is 
appalling. We are talking about life- 
saving medicine, expensive medicine. I 
do not know anyone who buys a loaf of 
bread, takes out one piece and eats it, 
and throws away the rest of the loaf. 
This makes no sense to anyone. 

It is well past the time that Wash- 
ington bureaucrats start treating tax- 
payer dollars like the money in their 
own personal checkbooks. When emer- 
gencies, illnesses, or major household 
repairs occur in our families, we find a 
way to pay the bill. We look at our 
budgets, we tighten our belts, and we 
find alternative places to save. We 
eliminate luxury items. We stop waste- 
ful spending. 

Dr. Johnston was absolutely right to 
try to get out of this absolutely wrong, 
wasteful program. Washington bureau- 
crats who have never been on the front 
lines treating Medicare patients devel- 
oped this program. They do not under- 
stand the practical applications. So I 
was not surprised when Medicare an- 
nounced in September of this year they 
were putting the entire program on 
hold starting in January 2009. Wash- 
ington bureaucrats claim they are con- 
sidering alternative ways—alternative 
ways—to improve the program because 
they want it to succeed. 

The new administration has a tre- 
mendous opportunity to learn from 
Randy Johnston and from the 4,200 
other participating doctors. Rather 
than hamstring providers, perhaps 
Washington should start to focus its ef- 
forts on eliminating waste, eliminating 
fraud, and eliminating abuse in the 
Medicare system. 

This year alone, we have seen one 
news report after another uncovering 
Medicare wasting money. These news 
reports sound the alarm to every hard- 
working taxpayer in the sound of my 
voice and all hard-working taxpayers 
across America. 

Who is holding these bureaucrats ac- 
countable? Just this week, the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services 
issued the Agency Financial Report. 
This document shows that in fiscal 
year 2008, these Government check 
writers made $10.4 billion—$10.4 bil- 
lion—in improper Medicare  fee-for- 
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service payments. We can do better. We 
can do much better than this. 

Wasteful spending strips Medicare of 
the vital resources that are needed to 
care for our elderly, to care for our 
frail, to care for the vulnerable. The 
new administration has a real oppor- 
tunity to show leadership. Working to- 
gether, we can fix this flawed policy. 
Medicare patients, doctors who take 
care of Medicare patients, and the 
American taxpayers deserve nothing 
less. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll of the Senate. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 


RECESS 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until the hour of 4 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 2:28 p.m., 
recessed until 4 p.m. and reassembled 
when called to order by the Presiding 
Officer (Mrs. MCCASKILL). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ate will come to order. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BYRD. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from West Virginia is 
recognized. 


EEE 
ECONOMIC STIMULUS 


Mr. BYRD. Madam President, in Sep- 
tember, the Senate considered a $56 bil- 
lion economic recovery bill, authored 
by Senator REID and myself. While the 
bill received 52 votes, the minority suc- 
ceeded in blocking its consideration. 

In the following 2 months, the econ- 
omy has continued to deteriorate. On 
Monday, Senator REID and I renewed 
our effort to stimulate the economy 
and help the millions of Americans 
hurt by the recession by introducing a 
$100 billion economic recovery bill. 

In response to higher unemployment, 
rising food costs, higher energy costs, 
State budgets in crisis, and increased 
dependence on foreign oil, President- 
elect Obama has called for passage of a 
second stimulus bill. I spoke with the 
President-elect yesterday, and I com- 
mitted myself to helping the President 
implement his agenda. 

Madam President, it is time to de- 
liver to Main Street USA. S. 3689 is a 
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$100.3 billion economic stimulus pack- 
age that would create over 635,000 jobs. 
I will repeat that. S. 3689 is a $100.3 bil- 
lion economic stimulus package that 
would create over 635,000 jobs. The un- 
employment rate now stands at 6.5 per- 
cent, the highest rate since March 1994. 
The unemployment rate is up by 1.7 
percentage points since October 2007. 
The U.S. economy has lost jobs every 
month this year—a total of 1.2 million 
jobs, with almost half of the job losses 
coming in the last 3 months alone. New 
unemployment claims filed exceeded 
500,000, the highest number since just 
after 9/11. 


In order to respond to these grim sta- 
tistics—and they are grim—the stim- 
ulus package extends unemployment 
benefits by 7 weeks in all States, as 
well as another 13 weeks in high-unem- 
ployment States. Thirty-seven States 
are facing a shortfall of over $70 billion 
in their fiscal year 2009 budget, necessi- 
tating cutbacks in education, cutbacks 
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in health care, and cutbacks in law en- 
forcement. 

The stimulus package includes $37.8 
billion—that is $37.80 for every minute 
since Jesus Christ was born—to reduce 
the State’s share of Medicaid costs by 
increasing the Federal share—increas- 
ing, I say—the Federal share by 8 per- 
cent. 

The economic recovery package 
also—I emphasize the word ‘‘also’’—in- 
cludes a temporary increase in food 
stamp benefits. These funds—hear me 
now—these funds will be spent quickly, 
and they will help to stimulate the 
economy. 

Over $37 billion is included for essen- 
tial infrastructure and investment pro- 
grams. Now hear me, listen closely. I 
measure each word. There are con- 
sequences for failing to invest in Amer- 
ica. For 8 years—8 long years—we have 
failed to make adequate investments in 
highways, transit systems, housing, in 
clean and safe drinking water systems, 
and in energy independence. This bill 
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funds such investments, as well as 
small business loans, assistance for 
rural communities, and disaster relief 
for farmers hurt by the hurricanes and 
the floods this summer. 

I understand, I am sorry to say, there 
is going to be an objection to debating 
this bill. This would be a mistake. I 
will say that again. I understand there 
will be an objection to debating this 
bill. This would be a mistake—a mis- 
take. Why? Because it is time to act. 
Delaying is not acceptable. And so I 
ask all Senators, every Senator, to do 
the right thing for this country—your 
country, our country—and support this 
measure. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent to have printed in the RECORD 
information related to rule XLIV of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate for title I 
of S. 3689. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


Account 


Project 


Funding Member 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMEN 
Agricultural crop disaster assistace ЖИНИНЕ ИЛИИ ttt ntt ntn 


Department of Agriculture: Farm Service Agency. ......... 


Department of Energy... 


District of Columbia, DHS Consolidation and development o 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND WATER DEVELOPMENT 


Extend a certain cooperative agreement to carry out the FutureGen program .......................................... 


SUBCOMMITTEE ON FINANCIAL SERVICES AND GENERAL GOVERNMENT 


St. Elizabeths campus .............................. 


, FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION, AND RELATED AGENCIES 


Senators Landrieu, Hutchison, and Vitter. 


Senators Durbin and Bond 


Mr. BYRD. I yield the floor. I suggest 
the absence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President, 
I ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


— 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


ELIZABETH DOLE 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
it is my sad task today to say farewell 
to our friend, the Senator from North 
Carolina, ELIZABETH DOLE. It is hard to 
know where to begin with a woman 
who has done it all and is admired 
across America. 

There is an old saying that all poli- 
tics is local. That is true even for the 
Senator from North Carolina, who was 
the first viable female candidate for 
President, held two different Cabinet 
positions, and worked for four Presi- 
dents. You see, ELIZABETH’s first cam- 
paign was for the presidency of her 
third grade Bird Club. She won that 
race. 

ELIZABETH began impressing many 
early on as she earned her bachelor’s 
degree from Duke University and both 
a master’s and a law degree from Har- 
vard. Of the 550 members of her Har- 
vard Law class, only 29 were women. 


From there, ELIZABETH went to the 
White House Office of Consumer Af- 
fairs, and then the Federal Trade Com- 
mission. In 1972, she met a Senator 
from Kansas when she lobbied him on a 
consumer-affairs issue. 

In 1975, ELIZABETH and Bob Dole were 
married in Washington Cathedral, cre- 
ating one of the most prominent and 
successful partnerships in American 
public life. 

ELIZABETH later headed President 
Reagan’s Public Liaison Office, and 
then in 1983 became his Secretary of 
Transportation. She served for 4% 
years, longer than any previous trans- 
portation secretary at that time. And 
as transportation secretary, she was 
fond of pointing out that she was the 
first woman to ever head a branch of 
the Armed Services: the Coast Guard. 

When her husband Bob introduced 
ELIZABETH at her confirmation hear- 
ings, he displayed some of his trade- 
mark wit by remarking, “І only regret 
that I have but one wife to give for my 
country's infrastructure." 

When ELIZABETH had her turn at the 
microphone, she got him right back. 
She assured the committee that she 
knew all about airbags, because she 
had been driving around with one for 
years. 

In 1989, ELIZABETH became one of the 
few Americans honored to lead more 
than one Federal department by be- 
coming the first President Bush's Sec- 
retary of Labor. Among the highlights 
of her tenure there was playing a key 


role in resolving а bitter 11-month coal 
Strike in southwest Virginia. 

I would even go so far as to say that 
ELIZABETH was the second-best Sec- 
retary of Labor this country's ever 
had. 

ELIZABETH went on to become the 
president of the Red Cross, and revital- 
ized that important institution. And of 
course, she became a familiar face to 
all Americans in 1996 when Bob became 
the Republican nominee for President 
of the United States, and when ELIZA- 
BETH blazed yet another trail in 2000 as 
the first viable female candidate for 
that same office. 

During her time here in the Senate, 
ELIZABETH used the same desk her hus- 
band used. From behind that desk, she 
has been à powerful advocate for her 
State and her country. 

North Carolinians can be proud of her 
record to strengthen our military and 
to support military personnel and vet- 
erans. She worked to craft a farm bill 
to benefit North Carolina agriculture. 
She has done much to address hunger 
in America, by championing tax incen- 
tives to encourage volunteerism and 
charitable giving, and through grant 
programs to benefit food banks and re- 
lief organizations. 

The “Dole”? in the McGovern-Dole 
International Food for Education and 
Child Nutrition Program may be for 
her husband, Bob, as the program is 
named after him and former Senator 
George McGovern. But it was ELIZA- 
BETH DOLE who secured more than $400 
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million for the McGovern-Dole pro- 
gram to go toward school-feeding and 
child-nutrition programs in the world's 
poorest countries. 

Let me take this moment to say, on 
behalf of my wife Elaine and myself, 
that ELIZABETH and Bob have been dear 
friends of ours for many years. In fact, 
had it not been for ELIZABETH, Elaine 
probably never would have come to 
Washington in the first place, therefore 
I obviously never would have met her, 
So I feel à special obligation to—and 
thanks to—Senator DOLE for that. We 
value their friendship, and I know we 
will continue to do so for many years 
to come. 

ELIZABETH, I want to thank you for 
always bringing wisdom, grace and in- 
tegrity to this chamber. Over decades 
of accomplishments in many promi- 
nent posts, you have served the people 
of America and of North Caroline ex- 
tremely well. 

I know your constituents are proud, 
and Bob is proud, of your service. 
Elaine and I wish you both well in 
whatever the future has in store for 
you. And we look forward to hearing 
all about it. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from North Carolina is recognized. 

Mrs. DOLE. Madam President, I wish 
to express my deepest thanks for the 
very kind words of the distinguished 
"gentleman" from Kentucky. I feel 
very close to this gentleman because 
we have been very good friends for so 
many years. Certainly your wife, 
Elaine Chao, who is doing à tremen- 
dous job as Secretary of Labor, has 
been а friend for many years. In fact, 
we worked together at the Department 
of Transportation as colleagues and 
then also when she was president of 
United Way and I was president of the 
American Red Cross. So our paths have 
continued to cross in terms of our pro- 
fessions but also in terms of personal 
relationships and the warmth and 
friendship. 

MITCH, I can't tell you how proud I 
am of your leadership as the Repub- 
lican leader, and I am so proud you 
have been reelected by your colleagues. 
You do а tremendous job. You are a 
master of the Senate. Through the 
years, you and I have had а chance to 
work together on many issues. Of 
course, it was my privilege early on—I 
believe in my first year in the Senate— 
to visit the University of Louisville 
and the McConnell Center for Political 
Leadership and to speak to the McCon- 
nell Scholars. That is just one of many 
things you are doing to help others 
outside the Senate as well as the tre- 
mendous work within the Senate. 

Just know I treasure your friendship. 
Ilook forward to being in close touch 
and hope there will be many other ini- 
tiatives on which we can work to- 
gether, Elaine and Bob and I, in the 
years to come. Thank you so much for 
those most kind words wishing me 
well. I wish you all the very best. 
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Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President, 
you just witnessed the classic ELIZA- 
BETH DOLE. I came out here to do а 
tribute to her, and she turned around 
and did а tribute to me. This is, I 
would say, indicative of the way Sen- 
ator DOLE has conducted herself in 
public life throughout her service. We 
are going to miss her in the Senate, 
but I know she will continue to make 
important contributions to our coun- 
try. 

We revere your legacy and look for- 
ward to continuing our friendship in 
the coming years. 

Mrs. DOLE. Thank you so much. 

GORDON SMITH 

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President, 
I rise with sadness to say goodbye to 
our friend the Senator from Oregon, 
GORDON SMITH. For 12 years, he has 
made the people of Oregon proud by 
serving as a model legislator: thought- 
ful, independent, and focused on get- 
ting results for our country and his 
State. 

GORDON heard the call to serve others 
early in life, becoming an Eagle Scout 
as а boy and taking а 2-year mission to 
New Zealand for his church. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree at Brigham 
Young University and his law degree at 
Southwestern University. 

He then bought back the family busi- 
ness, à frozen vegetable company, and 
transformed it into one of the largest 
and most profitable in the country. 
With GORDON’s departure, we are losing 
the Senate's only member of the Fro- 
zen Food Hall of Fame. 

GORDON’s desire to serve led him to 
run for the Oregon State Senate in 
1992. His peers recognized the star in 
their midst when they elevated him 
first to minority leader, then to Senate 
president during his first term in of- 
fice. 

GORDON then entered а special elec- 
tion to fill à vacant U.S. Senate seat. 
Election day fell in January 1996, and 
GORDON lost that race—the winner was 
our colleague, his fellow Senator from 
Oregon. 

But then GORDON did something no 
one else has ever done, and proved to 
the people of the Beaver State how 
much he cared about making sure 
every Oregonian's voice was heard in 
Washington. 

He ran for the Senate again in the 
regularly scheduled election later that 
year, making him the only American 
in history to run for two Senate seats 
in the same year. The people of Oregon 
gave him their trust and GORDON has 
never let them down. 

Oregonians can rightfully be proud of 
his conservation record, as he cham- 
pioned legislation to successfully se- 
cure the protection of 170,000 acres of 
wilderness on Steen Mountain and the 
Bull Run watershed. 

While protecting our natural re- 
Sources, he also understands the impor- 
tance of the many working Oregonians 
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who depend on his State's natural re- 
Sources for their livelihood. The fore- 
most example of his work in that re- 
gard is his tireless effort to protect the 
farmers of the Klamath Basin area, and 
keep their agricultural lands in produc- 
tion. 

He has fought to lower the number of 
uninsured and drive healthcare costs 
down, and has been a tireless advocate 
for the disabled and mentally ill. 

He has sponsored legislation to 
strengthen the prosecution of child-ex- 
ploitation cases, fought for new protec- 
tions against Internet predators, and 
led the effort to increase funding for 
programs that help victims of rape, 
sexual assault and domestic violence. 

GORDON has also been a leading voice 
on issues of education, and has fought 
to secure rural schools throughout Or- 
egon. And he has fought for lower 
taxes, so more Oregonians can keep 
more of what they earn. 

But there is one issue in particular 
where GORDON led the way in a very 
personal manner for a cause close to 
his heart. In 2008, GORDON’s son, Gar- 
rett, committed suicide just one day 
before his 22nd birthday. 

The torment a parent must feel after 
losing a child must be the worst horror 
imaginable. No amount of sympathy, 
no words, nothing any of us could do 
could possibly ease the pain in Сок- 
DON’s and his family's hearts. 

Yet even in his grief, GORDON showed 
us the strength of his character when 
he wrote about his loss in his moving 
memoir, Remembering Garrett." And 
he channeled his sadness into success- 
ful legislation, the Garrett Lee Smith 
Memorial Act, to create screening pro- 
grams to identify and help youths at 
risk for suicide. 

Ill never forget his powerful words 
on behalf of that legislation in this 
very chamber. He said: 

[There's] no owner's manual to help you 
bury а child, especially when the cause is 
suicide. So I've committed myself to trying 
to find meaning in Garrett's life. 

GORDON, with that brave act you pre- 
vented the tragedy of suicide from 
befalling countless other families. I 
can think of no more profound example 
of strength and leadership than that. 

Every Senator knows what a pleasure 
it is to work with GORDON. He believes 
we were sent here to find solutions, not 
confrontations. And for every day he 
has served in public office, finding so- 
lutions has been his goal. 

GORDON, it has been a privilege to 
work with you these many years, and 
to spend time with you and your wife 
Sharon. America is à stronger Nation 
thanks to your dedication and spirit of 
public service. Please don’t forget you 
have many friends here, and we all 
wish you well in your bright future. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
CANTWELL). The Senator from Oregon 
is recognized. 

Mr. SMITH. Madam President, I 
thank my leader, MITCH MCCONNELL. 
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Winston Churchill observed that ‘‘De- 
mocracy is not always а polite em- 
ployer.” That is the case in my reelec- 
tion effort. Yet I feel nothing but grati- 
tude to the people of my State. 

I acknowledge the wisdom of the peo- 
ple of Kentucky in your reelection and 
of the wisdom of my colleagues for 
electing you again as our leader. You 
are an articulate advocate for causes 
that I think are important for America 
not to forget in the coming days. It is 
one of the high privileges of my life 
that I have been able to serve with you 
as a friend and as a colleague. 

I thank you and I thank my Senate 
family, without respect to party, for 
the help that was given to Sharon and 
me at the most painful time of our 
lives—to find additional meaning in 
the life of our son by helping the sons 
and daughters of others. I hope and 
pray that my Senate colleagues, while 
I am gone, will not forget those who 
struggle with mental illness. I am so 
proud of Senator DOMENICI, Senator 
KENNEDY, and others who championed 
mental health parity. It has been a 
privilege to be on their team in this 
cause. It is a silent cause. It is one that 
does not get a lot of ink or much atten- 
tion because America is still opening 
its mind to this important area of med- 
icine. But we have blazed a new trail, 
and much of it was because of your 
leadership, sir. 

For the privilege of serving with you, 
of serving my State, of serving with 
these colleagues here, I thank God and 
I thank the State of Oregon and I say 
God bless America. 

Мг. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
may I just add a word to my friend 
from Oregon. He has had an extraor- 
dinarily successful tenure here. In my 
view, I would say to my friend from Or- 
egon, you can always look back on 
these 12 years with a sense of accom- 
plishment. You have been a major 
player in this institution on a variety 
of different, extremely important mat- 
ters that will affect each generation to 
come. So on behalf of all of our Repub- 
lican colleagues, and I am sure on be- 
half of everyone in the Senate, I thank 
you for your extraordinary service. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma- 
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, before the 
Senator leaves the floor—I am sorry I 
had to leave, I was called away from 
my desk—I wanted to say through the 
Chair to my friend GORDON SMITH that 
I, of course, watched all the election 
results very closely. But my wife 
watched one election result, and that 
was yours, because of the longstanding 
relationship she has with you and 
Sharon. The record is very clear of our 
longstanding friendship and our having 
had a similar experience with our loved 
ones following suicide. 

І am sorry I didn’t have more time to 
maybe write something out that may 
have been more meaningful, but I hope 
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the Senator from Oregon will always 
understand the affection, respect, and 
admiration I have not only for what 
you did in your Senate service but for 
what you do in your personal life. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Connecticut is recognized. 

Mr. DODD. Let me say as well, I 
don’t have a prepared statement to 
make, either, but I want to tell my 
friend from Oregon how much I have 
enjoyed my work with him over the 
years on a number of very important 
issues dealing with the issue that the 
Senator can speak of not only with elo- 
quence but with a great deal of passion, 
and that is the issue of mental illness. 
We were able to pass, in the waning 
days of our session, of course, the men- 
tal health parity bill. How important 
that was. PETE DOMENICI, TED KEN- 
NEDY, Paul Wellstone, апа others 
worked on it, but GORDON SMITH was 
invaluable in that discussion. 

I enjoyed immensely my work with 
him during his two terms in the Sen- 
ate. I will say to my friend, the good 
Lord is not through with you yet. 
There are a lot of things you can do for 
our country. You have done a lot al- 
ready. So I hope you come back often 
and see us and know you have friends 
who care about you and cherish you 
very much. Although there is an aisle 
here that separates us politically, the 
aisle doesn’t exist when it comes to re- 
spect and admiration. In those terms, I 
am your seatmate in terms of my re- 
spect for you. I thank you for all you 
have done. 

JOHN SUNUNU 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I also rise today to 
say farewell to the Senator from New 
Hampshire, JOHN SUNUNU. Although 
JOHN is the youngest Senator, he is one 
of our brightest. A reporter once wrote 
that one of JOHN’s fellow Senators said 
that if we were ever to lose JOHN, the 
rest of us would have to argue over who 
would be the smartest person in the 
Senate. But as long as we had JOHN 
around, there was no argument. 

JOHN impressed people at a young 
age, earning both a bachelor’s and mas- 
ter’s degree in mechanical engineering 
from MIT and an MBA from Harvard. 
He received real-world experience 
working as an engineer in jobs I dare- 
say few of our colleagues could try to 
explain, myself included. 

Then one day a seat from New Hamp- 
shire in the House of Representatives 
opened up, and JOHN took a good long 
look at it. JOHN has never been the 
kind of man who felt he deserved a job 
on the public payroll. He did not crave 
the power and respect that came with 
holding office. Yet we are certainly 
thankful his great State has sent him 
here. 

Now, 12 years later, I think we can 
say with confidence that New Hamp- 
shirites could not have had a more 
dedicated and principled public serv- 
ant. 
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After 6 years of service in the House, 
New Hampshire sent JOHN to this 
Chamber in 2002. To reach the Senate, 
he had to face an incumbent Senator in 
the primary and then a sitting Gov- 
ernor in the general. Since then, JOHN 
has compiled a record of which every 
citizen of the Granite State can be 
proud. 

A student of the free market, JOHN 
strongly believes lower taxes promote 
growth and expand opportunities. That 
is why he fought so hard to extend the 
ban on taxes to access the Internet. 
That tax ban was signed into law, and 
it protects consumers from taxes on 
Internet access, e-mail, and instant 
messaging for 7 years. 

Just think, if online communications 
and commerce grow as rapidly over the 
next 7 years as they have over the past 
7, JOHN’s tax ban will not only have 
promoted economic growth, it will 
have spared countless small businesses 
and families from a tremendous bur- 
den. For that, he deserves all of our 
thanks. 

JOHN’s voice was one of the loudest 
to say that we must tackle tough 
issues now, such as entitlements and 
the future of Social Security. He stood 
up time and again, calling on Congress 
to reduce Government spending, ex- 
pand telecommunications service to 
rural areas, and clean up air pollution. 

He also learned firsthand the prin- 
ciple that has made America great, our 
commitment to personal freedom. It is 
what this country was founded on. 
JOHN understands what makes America 
work is not what we do in this Cham- 
ber but what millions of Americans do 
every day for their families and com- 
munities. 

JOHN is a kind and compassionate 
man who is a joy to know. I remember 
well when the senior Senator from 
Pennsylvania underwent chemotherapy 
in 2005 as part of his treatment for 
Hodgkin’s disease. 

Like many chemotherapy recipients, 
the Senator from Pennsylvania’s hair 
fell out. In a generous act of solidarity 
with his colleague, JOHN shaved his 
head. That certainly took more com- 
mitment than sending a get-well card. 
But that is JOHN SUNUNU. 

JOHN, I am going to miss you. It has 
been an honor to work by your side 
over these past 6 years. It has been a 
joy to know you, your lovely wife 
Kitty, and your family. 

I want them and you to know that we 
in the Senate admire the depth of your 
convictions and the strength of your 
heart. I am sure that whatever the fu- 
ture holds for you, you will be a huge 
success. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. SUNUNU. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent to speak for a 
few minutes in response to the very 
kind remarks of the Republican leader. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SUNUNU. First, it is probably 
appropriate for me to note that the 
haircut that I now sport is an echo of 
that summer а couple of years ago 
when I cut my hair, or cut all of my 
hair, in tribute to the sacrifice and the 
celebration of the final chemotherapy 
treatment of Senator SPECTER. 

He underwent another round of 
chemo this past summer. In the middle 
of the campaign, I did not think it was 
appropriate to shave my head. So the 
day after the election, 2 weeks ago, I 
thought there was some pent-up de- 
mand in my own heart to remember 
those tough weeks for ARLEN SPECTER. 
So I was happy to go out and shave my 
head again. That is why it looks a lit- 
tle bit different than it might have 
during the campaign. 

The Republican leader has been very 
kind in his remarks. And I cannot help 
but note that I am а little bit too 
young to have anyone paying tribute 
to my career, as it were, in public serv- 
ice. I believe very strongly that you go 
out, you find work that you love, a job 
that teaches you great things, and if 
you have some opportunity to serve 
your community, your State, your 
country in public service, then you 
think seriously about that oppor- 
tunity. 

That is how I came to the House and 
even my work in the Senate. I am 
going to have the opportunity to go 
back and do things that I find chal- 
lenging being an engineer, coming out 
of a small business community. I know 
there are a lot of great challenges and 
opportunities that await. But I also 
know there may come another time 
when there is an opportunity to serve, 
and I will always take those opportuni- 
ties very seriously. 

On election night, whether you win 
or lose, you always thank the people 
who matter most to you. You thank 
your family, you thank the people of 
the State of New Hampshire who have 
been good enough to give you the privi- 
lege to serve, but you also thank the 
people who made your work possible in 
the Senate, your colleagues. I cannot 
think of any colleague who has been 
more supportive and more helpful to 
me over the 6 years I have been in the 
Senate than Senator MITCH MCCONNELL 
of Kentucky. 

The Senator mentioned my work on 
the Internet tax ban, but the Senator 
from Kentucky did not mention his 
own work. This was a case where it 
helped to have someone with Senator 
MCCONNELL’s leadership and experience 
because while I waited patiently in the 
midst of а reauthorization of the Am- 
trak bill, once we had the opportunity 
to offer amendments, I happened to be 
prepared with an amendment that 
would ban taxes on Internet access. 
And the leader from Kentucky just 
happened to be prepared with a motion 
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to close debate on that amendment so 
we could finally get a vote. 

While that procedure may sound very 
arcane to people who may be listening 
to the Senate debate at home, it was 
absolutely essential in bringing that 
issue to a successful completion. So 
only by working closely with the Sen- 
ator from Kentucky were we able to 
get that work done on the Internet tax 
ban. And it is perhaps the work that I 
am most proud of. I think it is the 
work I have been able to do in the Sen- 
ate that will probably have the most 
lasting economic impact. It is impor- 
tant to leave behind а record that you 
are proud of, but it is also maybe even 
more important to leave behind many 
fond memories of that work, fond 
memories of colleagues with whom you 
were able to spend time and, of course, 
fond memories of the friendships you 
were able to form, both with members 
of your own party and with those on 
the other side of the aisle. 

Perhaps what I am most proud of 
overall is that the pieces of legislation 
I was able to sponsor and pass, whether 
it was the Internet tax ban, civil lib- 
erties protection that we added under 
the PATRIOT Act, the Wilderness Act 
that protects 25,000 acres of the White 
Mountain National Forest, were all bi- 
partisan pieces of legislation. That 
means a lot to me. 

I think it will serve me well in any 
future endeavors I undertake in public 
service. I thank Senator MCCONNELL, 
the Republican leader. 

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President, 
let me just say to my friend from New 
Hampshire, it has been a real privilege 
to serve with somebody of your intel- 
lect and ability. I know you are going 
to be a huge success. You have, as we 
discussed, a lot of your life left. I know 
you are going to be а huge success in 
the coming years, and I am looking for- 
ward to seeing more of you in the fu- 
ture. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Maryland. 


Ea 


UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 3684 


Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen- 
ate proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of a bill I have at the desk which 
is the text of title VII of S. 3689 regard- 
ing the auto sales tax deduction, and 
further that the bill be read a third 
time and passed, and the motion to re- 
consider be laid upon the table, with no 
intervening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. SUNUNU. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec- 
tion is heard. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. It is my under- 
standing I still have the floor? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator has the floor. 
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Ms. MIKULSKI. Boy, am I sorry that 
is the last act of JOHN SUNUNU in the 
Senate. I hope it is not the last thing. 
I feel so badly about people objecting 
to me bringing this up. Mine is а bipar- 
tisan bill that I thought maybe I would 
win, maybe I would lose, but at least 
we could bring it up and debate it and 
discuss it and vote on it. 

My bill was а straight-forward bill. 
My bill was to help save jobs in the 
automobile industry, from manufac- 
turing, sales to service, to the little 
people who are the bookkeepers in our 
communities. 

My bill would give а tax deduction to 
Someone who would buy a car in these 
6 weeks and they would be able to take 
а deduction of interest and sales tax. 
The total cost of my bill was $8 billion. 
But the cost of not doing my bill is 
going to be horrific. It is going to be 
absolutely horrific. I cannot get over 
how these economic conservatives have 
their ostrich heads in the quicksand of 
our economy. 

You know what is going to happen 
when our automobile industry goes 
down. Well, let them go. Well, I will 
tell you, we are going to lose $156 bil- 
lion over the next 3 years in lost taxes, 
unemployment, and health care assist- 
ance. 

We are facing the possibility that 3 
million people could lose their jobs. 
But oh, no, we object. We object to de- 
bate. We object to discussion. We ob- 
ject to taking our ideas and putting 
them into the sunshine and being able 
to do what I thought you do in a de- 
mocracy, vote ideas up or down. 

If I lose my bill in a vote, that is the 
way democracy works. But to move it 
through a parliamentary maneuver of 
something called, “1 object," I object 
to the objection. I have no idea why 
anyone would object to bringing up an 
idea that has bipartisan support to see 
if we could stimulate demand in the 
automobile industry. 

Well, I tell you what. Senator BARB 
MIKULSKI is not the only one who ob- 
jects. The American people object. And 
that is what they did when they walked 
into that voting booth on November 4 
and voted for change. They said: Yes, 
we can. They were objecting to what 
goes on in this institution and what 
has been going on in the White House 
for the last 8 years. 

They said: I object. And they voted. 
They objected and then they voted. 
And they object by their vote. There is 
a reason a political tsunami hit this in- 
stitution. It is because of this con- 
tinual way of throwing sand in the 
gears of democracy. So they said: I ob- 
ject. That is what the people said. 

So we can go through these par- 
liamentary shenanigans. We can delay 
what we could do in the next 48 hours 
to get our economy going. But, oh, no. 

We are going to do it. The question 
is, are we going to do it today or are we 
going to do it 8 weeks from today? The 
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longer we wait, the deeper and more 
prolonged the recession will be. Right 
now we could begin to not only turn 
the page but begin to turn the economy 
around. 

So those are the rules of the Senate. 
Isigned up for the Senate, so I take the 
rules as they are. But I will tell you, I 
stand with the American people. I ob- 
ject. And I object to the objection. I am 
going to keep fighting this until we 
leave. It is my view we shouldn't leave 
until we pass legislation to get this 
economy going. If we cannot do it this 
week, come back next week because 
the real turkeys will not be in our 
oven. The real turkeys will be close at 
hand. 

I yield the floor. 


-m 


UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 3656 


Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
inform the Republican leader, I had ar- 
ranged to do a unanimous-consent re- 
quest when the Senator from Iowa 
could be on the floor. 

I ask unanimous consent the Finance 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. 3656, the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider- 
ation, the bill be read a third time and 
passed, and the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, with no inter- 
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
reserve the right to object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator is recognized. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
throughout the years, the Committee 
on Finance has worked to safeguard 
and improve the programs under its ju- 
risdiction, including the Medicare and 
Medicaid Programs. The Finance Com- 
mittee has a unique expertise on these 
programs and is the only committee in 
a position to assess the possible effects 
of individual changes on all Social Se- 
curity programs as a whole. Accord- 
ingly, it is essential that any legisla- 
tive proposals impacting these pro- 
grams be considered by the full Senate 
only after the Finance Committee con- 
ducts a thorough analysis of the issues 
involved and the potential solutions. 

I would like to bring up one example 
of how this bill needs scrutiny. There is 
a provision buried in here that would 
allow California to escape its respon- 
sibilities to ensure that illegal aliens 
are not getting Medicaid benefits to 
which they are not entitled. Do the 
American people support giving Med- 
icaid to illegal aliens? I don’t think so. 
Simply bypassing the committee proc- 
ess with legislation on complex issues 
runs contrary to how this body should 
function. In fact, as my friend from 
New York is aware, Congress already 
had extensive debate and enacted a 
Medicare bill already earlier this year. 
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That bill was authored by the chair- 
man of the Finance Committee. So the 
Senate and the full Congress have al- 
ready had extensive Medicare debate 
this year. The Senator from New York, 
as a member of the Finance Com- 
mittee, had ample opportunity to raise 
the issues earlier this year that he now 
raises in a bill he wants to bring up 
right now. So regardless of the merits 
of the Senator’s proposal, I believe that 
ship has set sail. 

I have a more extensive statement on 
the provisions themselves. Some of 
them, I want the Senator from New 
York to understand, I actually support, 
and I oppose some, obviously. Perhaps 
we can work together on some of these 
issues where we agree, if the Senator is 
interested. Today, however, I am forced 
to object to the Senator’s consent re- 
quest. 

Notwithstanding the significant ju- 
risdictional and process issues I just 
raised, I would also like to note that 
there are several provisions in the bill 
I strongly support. However, there are 
several provisions in this bill that I op- 
pose at this time and do not believe the 
Finance Committee has given proper 
consideration through hearings and in- 
vestigations. 

One of the provisions in S. 3656 that 
I support would delay implementing 
provisions of a proposed CMS rule that 
would change conditions of participa- 
tion for rural health clinics and decer- 
tify rural health clinics that are no 
longer in nonurbanized areas. It would 
also delay proposed changes to the ex- 
isting payment methodology for rural 
health clinics and federally qualified 
health centers. While I am very con- 
cerned about the proposed CMS rule 
and its impact on rural health centers, 
RHCs, unfortunately I cannot support 
this legislation which is within the ju- 
risdiction of the Finance Committee 
but which has not been given any con- 
sideration by the committee. 

The CMS proposed rule would impose 
new location requirements for RHCs 
and require that clinics be located in a 
nonurbanized area, as defined by the 
U.S. Census Bureau, as well as meet 
shortage area designation require- 
ments. Only new RHCs applying for the 
program are currently required to meet 
these criteria but the CMS proposal 
would extend these requirements to al- 
ready certified RHCs. According to 
CMS, about 500 of the approximately 
3,700 RHCs operating today may not 
meet these requirements. 

Iowa is currently in the throes of a 
growing shortage of physicians, espe- 
cially in the more rural areas of the 
State, due to inequitable geographic 
adjustments in physician payment that 
result in Iowa physicians receiving 
some of the lowest Medicare reim- 
bursement in the country even though 
they provide some of the highest qual- 
ity care. These geographic payment 
disparities, which discriminate against 
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rural areas, have further exacerbated 
the problems of rural access to care. 

The CMS proposed rule could have a 
severe adverse impact on a number of 
rural health clinics in Iowa, including 
many located in counties that have 
been declared disaster areas from the 
severe flooding Iowa suffered earlier 
this year. Rural clinics in Iowa also 
could be severely impacted by the CMS 
proposed payment changes since RHC 
costs in Iowa and other States are al- 
ready higher than the existing Medi- 
care reimbursement cap. If the CMS 
rule is finalized as proposed, rural 
health clinics in Iowa and elsewhere 
may be forced to close their doors, even 
though they have served rural popu- 
lations very well for many years, leav- 
ing Iowa with fewer physicians and 
some patients with little access to pri- 
mary care and other critical medical 
services. 

This bill would prevent the applica- 
tion of a CMS policy to phase-out a 
payment adjustment for indirect med- 
ical education, IME, under the Medi- 
care capital Inpatient Prospective Pay- 
ment System, IPPS. Currently, teach- 
ing hospitals receive this upward pay- 
ment adjustment under the capital 
IPPS. CMS announced in the fiscal 
year 2008, Medicare Hospital IPPS 
Final Rule that they would begin to 
phase out the IME adjustment for cap- 
ital IPPS in fiscal year 2009. 

As the former chair and currently 
the ranking member of the Senate Fi- 
nance Committee, it has long been one 
of my priorities to ensure Medicare 
payments are both accurate and equi- 
table. I question whether this bill 
would further this goal, which many of 
us share. 

The appropriateness of the IME cap- 
ital IPPS adjustment has been ana- 
lyzed not only by CMS, but also the 
Medicare Payment Advisory Commis- 
sion, MedPAC, which advises Congress 
on Medicare payment issues. CMS has 
documented relatively high and contin- 
ued positive margins for teaching hos- 
pitals under the capital IPPS compared 
to nonteaching hospitals. In fact, from 
1998 through 2006, teaching hospitals 
had an aggregate capital IPPS margin 
of 11.2 percent while nonteaching hos- 
pitals had an aggregate capital IPPS 
margin of —0.8 percent. 

Based on these figures, many, includ- 
ing myself, question the appropriate- 
ness of this payment adjustment. This 
is a case in point of why legislative 
proposals such as this must first go 
through the committee process. 

S. 3656 puts a moratorium on a CMS 
rule regarding Medicaid payments for 
hospital outpatient services. Early this 
year, Congress placed moratoriums on 
six other CMS Medicaid regulations. 
Just as I opposed those moratoriums, I 
strongly oppose this one as well. The 
Finance Committee has not held the 
first hearing as to why this action is 
necessary. We have not considered 
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whether payments currently being 
made are not consistent with the stat- 
ute. Medicaid is a critical program for 
children, pregnant women, the dis- 
abled, and the elderly. We have a re- 
Sponsibility to the people who depend 
on the program to make sure that 
funds are being appropriately spent. 
This moratorium is not consistent with 
that responsibility. 

This bill also intervenes in a dispute 
by CMS and the State of California. 
The State of California has been seek- 
ing approval of an extension of their 
family planning waiver for 6 years. For 
6 years, CMS has been pushing Cali- 
fornia to improve their collection of 
Social Security numbers and citizen- 
Ship documentation for women en- 
rolled in the program. This bill essen- 
tially requires CMS to approve of the 
extension of California's waiver with- 
out requiring California to do anything 
further to improve their process of en- 
suring people who receive benefits are 
actually eligible for those benefits. 

I would also like to point out that a 
comprehensive Medicare bill written 
by the Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee was passed by the Senate this 
summer. One can presume that the pro- 
posals in this bill were considered and 
rejected for inclusion in that Medicare 
bill. 

I understand that legislation is often 
the art of compromise. We can't always 
get everything we want in every bill 
and keep everything we dislike out. It 
is à balance. However, I think both in 
terms of process and policy, this bill 
does not sufficiently achieve à balance 
I think is necessary and I must, there- 
fore, object to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec- 
tion is heard. 

The Senator from New York. 

Mr. SCHUMER. Madam President, I 
introduced this bill in October in re- 
sponse to overwhelming concerns New 
York health care providers have about 
three devastating health regulations 
that the Bush administration is push- 
ing. 

My bill would put a 6-month delay on 
the Medicare Hospital Capital IME 
payment policy to teaching hospitals, a 
6-month delay on the now-final Med- 
icaid Outpatient Clinic regulation, and 
a 6-month delay on the Medicare Hos- 
pice rule—three regulations that affect 
the heart and soul of our health care 
system—the facilities and health pro- 
viders that take care of all Americans, 
rich or poor, rural or urban. 

Given the urgent challenges we face 
in our economic health, now is not the 
time to be cutting hospitals or clinics 
that serve our physical health. We 
should be making health care more ef- 
fective and efficient—not slashing re- 
imbursement and running these pro- 
viders out of business. 

The new Medicare Hospital Capital 
Indirect Medical Education, IME, pay- 
ment policy is a disaster for teaching 
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hospitals. It went into effect on Octo- 
ber 1 and will be fully implemented in 
2010. 

This new policy runs counter to what 
works in American medicine. The 
Medicare program has long served the 
public good by funding the training of 
new doctors in our academic medical 
centers and teaching hospitals, using 
IME payments. 

Across the Nation in large and small 
communities there is a shortage of 
physicians—from primary care to sur- 
geons. We rely on our Nation’s aca- 
demic medical centers, 13 of which are 
in my State, and teaching hospitals to 
train new physicians. 

The new policy eliminates critical 
funding that supports teaching. 

The total cost of this new policy to 
New York's teaching hospitals would 
be $62 million when it is fully imple- 
mented in 2010. The total for all U.S. 
hospitals is $380 million. 

Let me illustrate what these cuts 
mean to New York hospitals: Albany 
Medical Center Hospital, $1.2 million; 
Kaleida Health in Buffalo, $1.3 million, 
Montefiore Medical Center, $3.7 mil- 
lion; Strong Memorial Hospital, $1.6 
million; Stony Brook University Hos- 
pital, $1.6 million; Bassett Hospital in 
Cooperstown, $426,000; and Coney Island 
Hospital, $565,722. 

These facilities are the same ones in 
my State who provide the lion’s share 
of uncompensated care to the unin- 
sured. 

One of the hardest hit hospitals in 
my State is Mt. Sinai Medical Center 
in Manhattan. They stand to lose $4.1 
million by 2010. 

This lost funding means Mt. Sinai 
Medical Center will be forced to take 
cost cutting steps: 

First, delay completion of their inpa- 
tient electronic medical record rollout; 
second, they won’t be able to expand 
their already crowded emergency room 
that provides over 100,000 patient visits 
a year; and third, they will scale back 
many free medical screenings and 
other programs for patients. 

These are not the actions we want 
hospitals to take. 

Hospitals need our help. The Medi- 
care Payment Advisory Commission, 
MedPAC—which is a nonpartisan 
group—has said that in 2006, hospitals’ 
Medicare margins nationwide were in 
the red at negative 4.8 percent. 

In New York in 2006, rural hospitals 
were hit the hardest by low Medicare 
reimbursements with even lower mar- 
gins of negative 8.2 percent. 

After 7 consecutive years of overall 
negative margins, the hospitals in my 
State did little better than break even 
in 2006. It doesn’t make sense to me 
that we would gut a source of training 
for high-paying jobs in this country at 
a time when we are bleeding jobs. 

This is not just a New York issue. In 
July, 51 Senators signed a bipartisan 
letter to the Centers for Medicare and 
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Medicaid Services, CMS, that opposed 
implementation of the capital IME. We 
need to pass my bill so that these cuts 
don’t hurt all U.S. hospitals. 

Now I want to speak briefly about 
the Medicaid Outpatient Clinic Regula- 
tion that my bill places a 6-month mor- 
atorium on. 

For months I fought with CMS about 
this regulation. Unfortunately, they fi- 
nalized it last week. 

But, I am pleased that in the final 
version free-standing health clinics 
were saved from massive cuts. There 
were many clinics in New York that 
were saved from either closing their 
doors or saying no to their patients. 

I want to talk about Ed, a 62-year-old 
Buffalo resident, who can only move 
his head due to his cerebral palsy. With 
the help of a free-standing clinic in 
Buffalo, called Aspire, Ed learned to 
operate his power wheelchair with his 
chin. 

Even more amazing he can operate a 
computer using his chin. Ed spent 5 
years mastering desktop publishing 
and then formed his own successful 
business. 

If free-standing clinics were included 
in the final regulation, Ed could not at- 
tend Aspire of WNY’s wheelchair clinic, 
where physical, occupational and 
speech therapists customize all sorts of 
things for him. Without that service, 
Aspire tells me that he would be com- 
pletely immobile and not as inde- 
pendent. 

Let me discuss another New Yorker 
that the Buffalo-based Aspire Clinic 
helped. In 1998, Aspire wanted a woman 
named Alice to have a colonoscopy. 
When she did, it was revealed that she 
had colon cancer. But luckily they 
found it in time and she had surgery to 
remove the cancer and now, 10 years 
later, she is doing fine. 

Alice is just one of hundreds of indi- 
viduals who receive primary medical 
care through these essential primary 
care clinics. 

Enable, a Syracuse agency that 
serves children and adults with disabil- 
ities, told my office that they would 
have to stop providing physical and oc- 
cupational therapy to more than 300 
clients on Medicaid if the Rule had in- 
cluded freestanding clinics. 

I wish CMS hadn’t made this regula- 
tion final, but at least it isn’t as bad as 
it could be. We will know the extent of 
pain that other clinics and hospital 
outpatient services may face on De- 
cember 8, when the rule must be imple- 
mented. 

Therefore, I hope that the Senate 
will pass the PATH Act. As we have 
heard, there are just too many terrible 
cuts underway in health care, and we 
need to be doing all we can right now 
to stop the bleeding. 

I understand my colleague has ob- 
jected. That is unfortunate. To wait 
another 3 months or 6 months at a time 
when our economy is in such dire shape 
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will do severe damage to health care 
throughout the country. In my State of 
New York, for instance, the new Medi- 
care Hospital Capital Indirect Medical 
Education payment policy is à disaster 
for teaching hospitals. It runs counter 
to what works in American medicine. 
It affects large and small communities. 
We have a desperate shortage of physi- 
cians, from primary care to surgeons. 
The country relies on academic med- 
ical centers. This clobbers them at а 
time when it should not have hap- 
pened. Many of us believe this regula- 
tion was not within the purview of 
CMS to enact. They went ahead and did 
it. I would hope that maybe my col- 
league will reconsider. We will return 
to this issue when we come back in 
January, but some damage, unfortu- 
nately, will be done. 

I understand why my colleague has 
objected. I regret it. There was no time 
to move in the Finance Committee be- 
cause this regulation didn't take effect 
until very recently, having many bad 
affects. I will work hard and not rest 
until we overturn the regulation. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
вепсе of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


i_n 


UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUEST— 
S. 3689 


Mr. REID. Madam President, with 
the daunting challenges we face on our 
road to economic recovery—and that 
will come; it is a question of when— 
there is no reason to wait for a new 
year, a new Congress and a new Presi- 
dent. We could vote now. We could take 
action now. We can’t solve our eco- 
nomic challenges with one vote, but we 
could get started. So I say, why wait. 
Every day that goes by, thousands of 
Americans lose their jobs. Thousands 
of homes are lost. Scores of companies 
file for bankruptcy. So why don’t we 
staunch the bleeding, stop some of the 
pain, and begin to turn things around? 
We have before the Senate a com- 
prehensive economic stimulus plan 
worked out with the Appropriations 
Committee, the Finance Committee, 
and the Agriculture Committee, that 
we could pass and we should pass. I 
wish to express my appreciation to the 
members of the Appropriations, Fi- 
nance, and Agriculture Committees. 
They have worked very hard to put this 
package together under the leadership 
of Senators BYRD, BAUCUS, and HARKIN. 

What do I mean by ‘‘comprehensive’’? 
Instead of addressing just one part of 
our economic crisis, this legislation 
takes many steps that economists 
agree we need. 
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I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 1122, S. 3689; that the bill 
be read a third time, passed, and the 
motion to reconsider be laid on the 
table, and there be no intervening ac- 
tion or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

The Senator from Arizona. 

Mr. KYL. I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec- 
tion is heard. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, we have 
a matter on which the objection was 
made. I did not cover it all, of course, 
in that matter. We have significant 
things in that piece of legislation that 
were objected to dealing with infra- 
structure; unemployment benefits; 
FMAP, which is the matter to give 
some fiscal relief to our States; and it 
would give help to the auto industry. 
So this is the type of issue on which I 
wish we could move forward. I under- 
stand my colleagues. They are not 
going to accept this. 

Ithink the provision we have dealing 
with taking the money out of the fi- 
nancial bailout that we have, that the 
White House has, the Treasury Depart- 
ment has—I have talked on the floor 
over the last 2 days about that. There 
is no need to belabor that point. But it 
is too bad we could not move forward 
on that basis. 

It is my understanding Senators 
LEVIN and BOND are going to try to 
come up with some alternative pro- 
posal. When they come up with that, I 
would be happy to see if there is any 
way we can move procedurally. That is 
not going to be easy with what is going 
on in the House and, actually, what is 
going on here. But I will confer with 
my counterpart, Senator MCCONNELL, 
and we will do what we can to move 
forward. 


EEE 
UNANIMOUS-CONSENT REQUESTS 


Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that we move for- 
ward on this bill, S. 3689—there is a 
provision in that dealing with what we 
call FMAP—that the FMAP provision 
be taken out, that it be considered as 
separate legislation, be read three 
times and passed, the motion to recon- 
sider be laid on the table, and there be 
no intervening action or debate. 

The reason that is so very important 
is that FMAP is something that every 
State—every State, all 50—is in des- 
perate need of. No part of our country 
has proven immune from our economic 
struggles. We are all sharing the heavy 
burden of these difficult times. But few 
places are suffering, though, more than 
we are in Nevada. 

Budget shortfalls in Nevada are caus- 
ing deep cuts in bedrock programs the 
Government must provide, programs 
that help and protect children, senior 
citizens, and people with disabilities. 
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The State of Nevada has been forced 
to cap enrollment in Nevada Check-Up, 
our form of children’s health insur- 
ance. The State recently had to insti- 
tute cuts to provider reimbursement. 
What is worse, these cuts will not end 
here unless we act to provide fiscal re- 
lief by increasing the Federal Medical 
Assistance Percentage; that is, FMAP. 

What are the consequences of inac- 
tion? It was reported in the media this 
weekend that due to the provider rate 
cut, University Medical Center in Las 
Vegas, our public hospital, is dis- 
continuing outpatient cancer treat- 
ment. And that is not just for Medicaid 
patients, it is for all patients. It is not 
clear if all those patients will be able 
to afford chemotherapy elsewhere, but 
it is pretty clear they will not be able 
to. 

Low-income children who need ortho- 
pedic treatment will have to leave Las 
Vegas altogether for services else- 
where. They will likely have to leave 
the State. 

There is more to come. The cuts are 
not over. This is the way it is in many 
States around the country. The budget 
shortfalls are deep. When States have 
to cut provider reimbursement for 
some of the things I have outlined, 
they have real difficulties in making 
the safety net not be one that has big 
holes in it. States have found no choice 
but to look at cutting services such as 
mental health and cutting actual peo- 
ple from the program, adding to the 
ranks of the insured at the worst pos- 
sible time. 

We have been working in the Senate 
to provide help. The stimulus bill we 
introduced includes a temporary 8-per- 
cent FMAP increase to stave off these 
cuts. It will not fix the problem, but it 
may make a difference in ensuring that 
our children are not without the care 
they need. I hope we can take that 
step. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President, 
reserving the right to object, this is a 
Spending measure of $37.8 billion which 
has not been considered by the Finance 
Committee. We should be asking the 
States to pay it back. We should re- 
quire the States to agree to not raise 
taxes. For all of those reasons, Madam 
President, I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec- 
tion is heard. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I have 
one final consent request on which I 
would like to move forward. This is the 
matter dealing with automobiles. We 
know the issue before this body. There 
have been speeches given the last sev- 
eral days about where the automobile 
industry is. We have watched on na- 
tional TV the congressional hearings 
that have taken place on this side of 
the Capitol and on the other side of the 
Capitol. We need to try to figure out 
some way to move forward. 
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We believe the best way to move for- 
ward is taking the money, as I have in- 
dicated, out of the so-called TARP 
money. I do not believe we need the 
legislation. I think—well, I don't know. 
I have talked to Secretary Paulson 
twice today. He knows he has author- 
ity to take money out of that; he just 
does not want to do it. 

So I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the consideration of 
a bill I have at the desk, which is the 
text of title VI of S. 3689 regarding 
automotive industry assistance; that 
the bill be read a third time and 
passed, the motion to reconsider be 
laid on the table, and there be no inter- 
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. KYL. Madam President, reserv- 
ing the right to object, the longer this 
legislation has been lying around, the 
more objections have been heard to it. 
So, yes, I do object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec- 
tion is heard. 

The Senator from Missouri. 

Mr. BOND. Madam President, the dis- 
tinguished majority leader was kind 
enough to mention the fact that sev- 
eral of us on our side have been work- 
ing with leading Members on his side of 
the aisle to come up with a com- 
promise proposal that would come to 
the aid of the auto companies which 
are facing a very serious situation, 
without mentioning specific ones or 
others, but to say this is a critical time 
to move to prevent perhaps the bank- 
ruptcy or the disappearance of a major 
auto company, which would cause 
chaos in our country. Over 3 million 
jobs are related to the auto industry— 
from the auto assembly plants, to the 
auto dealerships, to the parts suppliers. 

So we have been working on a bipar- 
tisan basis. On my side of the aisle, 
Senator VOINOVICH and I have been 
working with others on the Democratic 
side. We took the basic construct of the 
measure the majority leader had intro- 
duced. We took the money out of a pre- 
viously passed bill, which would not 
cause aS much concern down Pennsyl- 
vania Avenue, and we provide that the 
money will go back into that program 
as it is returned. 

In my view, it is essential we work 
something out. I will tell the majority 
leader we have made great progress. We 
are down to the point now where word- 
ing challenges are about the only re- 
maining things to deal with. I strongly 
believe it is in the interest of the coun- 
try, particularly all of those families 
whose jobs depend upon the auto indus- 
try, and the States, the local govern- 
ments, and the Federal Government to 
move something forward. 

So I ask unanimous consent that at a 
time to be determined on Thursday, 
November 20, the Senate proceed to the 
immediate consideration of a bill to be 
introduced by Senators BOND and 
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VOINOVICH and others; I further ask 
that there be no amendments in order, 
with 2 hours of debate equally divided, 
and following the use or yielding back 
of the time, the bill be read a third 
time and the Senate proceed to a vote 
on passage, and that if there are not 60 
votes in the affirmative, the bill be 
placed on the Senate calendar. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. REID. Reserving the right to ob- 
ject, Madam President, we have had no 
hearings. We have no text. I know my 
friend, Senator BOND, is a man of faith. 
I think I am too. But this is carrying it 
a little too far. We do not know any- 
thing about this. I look forward to a 
piece of legislation we can look at. 
Hopefully, it can be done tonight or to- 
morrow, and we will be happy to look 
at it. 

I have had many conversations today 
and yesterday with the senior Senator 
from the State of Kentucky, Mr. 
MCCONNELL, and we understand the im- 
portance of this issue. We will try to 
work to move forward on it. But I want 
everyone to understand, no matter how 
hard we work, how hard we try, the 
House of Representatives is going home 
tomorrow. OK. They are leaving. 

I understand the importance. But I 
would hope that in addition to under- 
standing the importance, we have to 
face reality. The reality is, we have 
tried a number of different approaches. 

I will be happy to look at the ap- 
proach my friend from Missouri has. He 
is a hard-working Senator. I under- 
stand how hard he works. He is a real 
advocate for doing what he thinks is 
appropriate for his State and our coun- 
try. 

Senator LEVIN and I have had hours 
of conversation regarding this issue. 
Every conversation I have with him he 
mentions the name of the Senator from 
Missouri. So I understand what this is 
all about, but, recognizing we have had 
no hearings, we have no legislation, I 
object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec- 
tion is heard. 


EE 


CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that morning busi- 
ness be closed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Morning business is closed. 


ee 


ADVANCING AMERICA’S PRIOR- 
ITIES ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re- 
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to S. 3297. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
permission to withdraw the motion to 
proceed to S. 3297. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo- 
tion is withdrawn. 


UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2008—MOTION 
TO PROCEED 


CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I now 
move to proceed to Calendar No. 1123, 
H.R. 6867, an act to provide for addi- 
tional emergency unemployment com- 
pensation and, with that, I send a clo- 
ture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo- 
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 1123, H.R. 6867, the 
Unemployment Compensation Extension Act 
of 2008. 

Harry Reid, Max Baucus, Patrick J. 
Leahy, Bernard Sanders, Kent Conrad, 
E. Benjamin Nelson, John D. Rocke- 
feller, IV, Dianne Feinstein, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Patty Murray, Richard Dur- 
bin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Barbara A. 
Mikulski, Barbara Boxer, Carl Levin, 
Daniel K. Akaka, Mark L. Pryor. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the manda- 
tory quorum required under rule XXII 
be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Without objection, it is so ordered. 
Mr. REID. Madam President, I appre- 
ciate the patience of all my colleagues. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re- 
publican leader. 

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President, 
I would ask my friend, the majority 
leader, now, if consent is not granted, 
this vote would be on Friday? 

Mr. REID. That is right. 

Mr. McCONNELL. Madam President, 
I say to my friend, I will be working on 
my side to see if it is possible to move 
that vote forward to tomorrow. Hope- 
fully, he will be doing the same. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I cer- 
tainly think it would be appropriate if 
we can do that. I will do everything I 
can to move this forward. 

I again say, Madam President, I ap- 
preciate the patience of everyone 
today. A lot of times we do not spend a 
lot of time here, but it is hard getting 
here. I appreciate it very much. And we 
were interrupted by the President of 
Bolivia. 

I should say—and I am sorry I did not 
to my friend, Senator MCCONNELL—if 
we do get cloture, then we could even 
do that, have a 60-vote threshold on 
that. And if that were done, we would 
be out of here as far as I know. So we 
will work together to see what we can 
get done. We will work to see what we 
can get done in the next 12 hours. 
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Isuggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

AUTO MANUFACTURING INDUSTRY BAILOUT 

Mr. SUNUNU. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak on the pending discussion and 
debate in the Senate about subsidies to 
the auto manufacturers and whether 
passing a large bailout subsidy package 
for the auto manufacturers is a good 
idea. Earlier this afternoon I objected 
to a unanimous consent request by 
Senator MIKULSKI and she responded to 
that objection by noting that she cer- 
tainly hoped that objecting to a bail- 
out package for auto manufacturers 
wasn’t the last thing I did in the Sen- 
ate, given that my term is going to be 
expiring and I am going to be retiring 
from the Senate. Well, it won’t be the 
last thing I do. If nothing else, the last 
thing I will do is to explain why her 
legislation was such a terrible idea to 
the people of New Hampshire who 
elected me and to the American people 
whom I think I have an obligation to 
serve in making sure that their inter- 
ests are protected, that their wallets 
are protected, and that we act with a 
commitment to fiscal responsibility. 

We don’t need to be providing sub- 
sidies, special benefits or protection to 
individual businesses, whether they are 
auto manufacturers or any other busi- 
ness. This is wrong for a large number 
of reasons. To be sure, no one is happy 
about the fact that our country is in à 
recession, that Europe is in a recession, 
that we have a global slowdown that 
will affect hundreds of thousands, if 
not millions, of lives across the United 
States and across the world. But by 
providing subsidies to the auto manu- 
facturers, we do several things that are 
fundamentally wrong—bad for our 
economy, bad for taxpayers, bad for 
consumers. 

First, quite frankly, we reward bad 
decisions that have been made by these 
firms themselves. The problems within 
the auto industry are largely the mak- 
ing of those in the auto industry: man- 
agement choices, production of models 
that consumers choose not to buy, leg- 
acy costs, contracts, health care, pen- 
sions. We all understand that within 
the economic slowdown there has been 
a significant drop in the number of cars 
being manufactured, but these busi- 
nesses were losing money well before 
the current downturn. By stepping for- 
ward now to provide them with $25 bil- 
lion or $50 billion, depending on which 
piece of legislation we would be consid- 
ering and voting on, we, quite frankly, 
would be taking money from taxpayers 
across the country and rewarding those 
poor decisions that have been made by 
the manufacturers themselves. 
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Second, this would set a bad prece- 
dent. There are many businesses across 
America that are dealing with tough 
times, a slowdown in their growth 
prospects. They have had to deal with 
layoffs. They have seen a significant 
slowdown in construction spending or 
consumer spending. It is affecting 
every corner of our economy. If we set 
the precedent of stepping forward with 
$25 billion in subsidies for auto manu- 
facturers, every other business and in- 
dustry in America would be looking for 
the same kind of treatment from the 
Federal Government. That is simply 
not in the taxpayers’ interests. It is 
certainly not fair to the average tax- 
payer. It is not fair to those taxpayers 
who work for companies that won’t get 
that kind of special treatment. Any 
time the Federal Government starts 
putting a significant amount of re- 
sources—$1 billion, $10 billion, $25 bil- 
lion—into а particular firm or industry 
we distort the marketplace. So we 
would be rewarding bad decisions. We 
would be setting а bad precedent. 

Finally, we would be placing tax- 
payers at even greater risk. We need to 
be honest about the impact of giving 
$25 billion to the auto manufacturers 
in order to sustain their unprofitable 
operations. Many observers have sug- 
gested that $25 billion isn't nearly 
enough, $50 billion probably isn’t 
enough to stave off bankruptcy. So 
when these firms ultimately did have 
to file for bankruptcy or when the 
losses mounted over the next 6 months 
or 12 months or 18 months and the 
firms needed additional capital, where 
would they turn? Back to the taxpayer. 
So the expectation would be—and I 
think the likelihood would be—that 
the $25 billion or $50 billion provided 
today would simply be a downpayment 
on even greater losses and greater ex- 
posure to the taxpayers in the future. 

Now, the proponents of this legisla- 
tion have said a number of things. 
First and foremost, they have talked 
about the number of jobs that would be 
affected. No one relishes the idea of 
higher unemployment and job losses 
that have already begun in this current 
recession. But there are many busi- 
nesses and industries across America 
that employ hundreds of thousands of 
people, that employ even more than 
the auto manufacturing segment. The 
three largest technology-based firms in 
the country employ nearly twice as 
many people as the auto manufactur- 
ers. The three largest firms in the fi- 
nancial services industry employ hun- 
dreds of thousands more than the auto 
manufacturers do. These businesses 
and industries such as the auto manu- 
facturers have their own customers and 
suppliers and vendors and contractors 
who would also be affected by the slow- 
down or by layoffs at those businesses. 

We care about the auto manufactur- 
ers. We care about manufacturing. We 
care about every job in our economy, 
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because each job is important to that 
worker, their family, and their depend- 
ents. But we can’t be providing unique 
benefits, unique treatment to one busi- 
ness at the expense of others and at the 
expense of taxpayers. 

A second argument that has been 
made is that since we passed a finan- 
cial stabilization package a month ago, 
we should be willing to keep passing 
additional subsidy or bailout legisla- 
tion. I think we need to understand 
that taking the action we took when 
the credit markets in the United 
States and across the world froze was 
action taken only with the greatest 
imaginable reluctance, and it was only 
taken to protect access to credit for a 
home loan or car loan, a small business 
loan that our economy needs to func- 
tion every single day. Moreover, only 
action of the Federal Government—and 
the European governments as well— 
only that action could provide the cap- 
ital or had the capacity to provide the 
capital necessary to enable those credit 
markets to function normally again. 
And they have begun to function more 
normally today. 

Now, normal functioning of credit 
markets doesn’t guarantee economic 
growth in this quarter or next quarter, 
but it does prevent a collapse of the 
credit system that our economy needs 
to operate on a daily basis. 

So I think the arguments that there 
are jobs at stake in the auto industry 
is a false argument, because there are 
jobs at stake in every corner of our 
economy. The argument that an eco- 
nomic recovery package passed last 
month is justification for these kinds 
of subsidies to other manufacturers is 
mistaken as well, because that was leg- 
islation designed to protect every fam- 
ily, every business in America, given 
the unique crisis we have had in our 
credit markets. 

Our economy is built on the idea of 
freedom, transparency, and entrepre- 
neurship. I think we should never for- 
get that. We have the freest economy 
in the world. If you look at the freest 
and most open economies in the world 
and compare them to their more heav- 
ily regulated counterparts, in every 
measure, free and open, transparent 
markets performed better than their 
more heavily regulated counterparts. I 
think there is a lesson here: that we 
should avoid Government intervention 
wherever possible. We should minimize 
the cost of regulation wherever pos- 
sible. Of course, we should avoid legis- 
lation such as that being proposed for 
the auto manufacturers that would in- 
tervene and subsidize bad economics, 
poor performance, and bad manage- 
ment choices. 

I hope this legislation will be dealt 
with in an appropriate way. I hope my 
colleagues will see the value in pro- 
tecting the taxpayers by opposing this 
kind of intervention, this kind of un- 
necessary subsidy. A lot of people have 
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made the observation that a failure to 
pass subsidy legislation would make 
bankruptcy for the auto manufacturers 
more likely, and that may well be the 
case. But the bankruptcy protection 
process is designed to allow firms, 
large and small, to reorganize, to re- 
Structure, to establish a better, more 
effective business model, à better sys- 
tem for producing the kinds of prod- 
ucts customers want, for delivering the 
Services our economy needs, improving 
efficiency and, in doing so, provide 
strong, well-paying jobs that are secure 
for as many of their employees as pos- 
sible and for an employment base that 
suits the marketplace. But when you 
have a business model that has been 
proven to be as problematic as those of 
the large three auto manufacturers, 
sometimes bankruptcy protection is 
the best possible methodology for re- 
structuring, reorganizing, and putting 
together a firm that is more competi- 
tive and stronger and healthier for the 
long term. 

I appreciate the opportunity to speak 
on these issues. I think it is important 
that we protect our economy to the 
greatest extent possible by keeping 
taxes on capital low, by creating а Tax 
Code and а regulatory structure that 
encourages manufacturing and invest- 
ment, that rewards entrepreneurship, 
but none of these things requires that 
we single out one firm or one business 
over another for a handout or a subsidy 
at the cost of the taxpayers. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PRYOR). The Senator from Colorado is 
recognized. 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, what is 
the regular order of business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ate is considering the motion to pro- 
ceed to H.R. 6867. 

Mr. ALLARD. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to speak as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

IDENTITY THEFT 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, first, I 
wish to thank the Senator from New 
Hampshire who just spoke for his lead- 
ership in the Congress, and it has been 
a pleasure serving with him. I also will 
be retiring, but one of the people I will 
miss is JOHN SUNUNU from New Hamp- 
shire, because I think he has contrib- 
uted a lot to the process. 

I wish to also take a moment to 
bring to your attention and the atten- 
tion of my colleagues an issue I have 
worked hard to address in legislation I 
proposed this Congress. The issue is 
identity theft. I was hopeful Congress 
would pass legislation that addresses 
the problem of unauthorized foreign 
workers stealing Social Security num- 
bers and then using the numbers to ob- 
tain employment and then, eventually, 
accruing Social Security benefits. 

Almost 2 years ago, I introduced S. 
699. It is legislation that facilitated the 
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sharing of existing information among 
government agencies in instances 
where the infrastructure, if shared, 
could expose cases of identity fraud. 
Unfortunately, my bill stalled in com- 
mittee and has not since received fur- 
ther action. Congress’s failure to enact 
such legislation is disappointing, be- 
cause it has left in place existing law 
which is ineffectual in deterring unau- 
thorized foreign workers from stealing 
the identity of citizens—that is Ameri- 
cans—and nationals. Individuals con- 
tinue to engage in this activity in vio- 
lation of our criminal laws as well as 
our immigration laws while also de- 
frauding Social Security and citizens. 

Identity theft continues to plague 
our country at an alarming rate. 

If there was ever any doubt, let last 
week’s discovery—in Weld County, Col- 
orado—of 1,300 stolen Social Security 
numbers by illegal immigrants serve as 
a reminder of the pervasiveness of this 
problem. A single additional case of an 
unauthorized worker stealing a U.S. 
citizen’s identity is one case too many, 
for it is well within the Federal Gov- 
ernment’s ability to stop this rampant 
problem. If my legislation had been en- 
acted, the 1,300 illegal aliens using 
fraudulent Social Security numbers 
and resulting in more than $2.6 million 
in stolen tax dollars would have caught 
the attention of law enforcement much 


sooner. 
Last week, after an intense and 
lengthy investigation by the Weld 


County Sheriff s Office, the Greeley 
Police Department, and District Attor- 
ney Ken Buck’s office, a series of ar- 
rests began in a case that is far-reach- 
ing and has national implications. 
What is upsetting is that Congress 
has had foresight about the dev- 
astating effects of identity theft. We 
have also been educated, notably by 
Secretary Chertoff, of the suscepti- 
bility for citizens’ identities to be sto- 
len by aliens that are in the United 
States illegally and without authoriza- 
tion to work. I introduced legislation 
that recognizes the compelling need to 
modify the law in order to allow our 
Government both to enforce immigra- 
tion laws and also protect the victims 
of identity theft. Under the current 
law, by the time identity theft is dis- 
covered, the damage has already been 
done. For instance, an 84-year-old 
Grand Junction woman was deemed in- 
eligible for Federal housing assistance 
because her Social Security number 
was being used at a variety of jobs in 
Denver, making her income too high to 
qualify. Several individuals had been 
using her I.D. number, and each indi- 
vidual’s salary was then being reported 
to Social Security. As a result, her in- 
come was recorded much higher than 
what she was receiving. If the discrep- 
ancy had been discovered earlier, be- 
fore she had applied for her housing 
grants, there would have been an op- 
portunity to address the disparity be- 
fore she became a victim twice over. 
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What is incredible is that the Federal 
Government, specifically the Internal 
Revenue Service, is enabling this. 
Under current policy, the IRS is under 
no obligation to share information 
with other agencies upon the discovery 
of a Social Security number being used 
with multiple names or in the case 
where it is discovered that an indi- 
vidual has more than one person re- 
porting earnings for him or her during 
a single tax year. 

I propose to allow the Commissioner 
of Social Security to share information 
with the Secretary of Homeland Secu- 
rity, where such information is likely 
to assist in discovering identity theft, 
Social Security misuse or violations of 
immigration law. It is worth noting 
Secretary Chertoff supports my pro- 
posal, believing it is a practical solu- 
tion that overcomes the current limi- 
tations on information sharing. 

Despite the force of these arguments 
supporting legislation that tears down 
the wall that prevents the sharing of 
existing information among Govern- 
ment agencies, Congress has so far re- 
jected Secretary Chertoff’s call for a 
legislative solution. 

The 1,300 cases of suspected stolen 
identities exposed in Weld County 
alone were brought to light after au- 
thorities discovered that an illegal im- 
migrant accused of stealing and using a 
man’s Social Security number to get 
jobs, loans, and other services, had also 
been filing and receiving tax returns 
from the Federal Government. It did 
not take long for investigators to come 
to the realization that this particular 
illegal immigrant’s suspected use of 
stolen identity was not an isolated 
case. As it turns out, these 1,300 other 
illegal immigrants filed tax returns 
using the same tax preparer based in 
Greeley. This is one tax preparer han- 
dling 1,300 fraudulent returns. Take a 
moment and consider the 1,300 illegal 
aliens’ tax returns, which yielded $2.6 
million in tax refunds, were handled by 
a single tax preparer; now consider the 
number of tax preparers nationwide 
and the exorbitant amount of tax dol- 
lars—likely in the billions—distributed 
among illegal aliens using fraudulent 
Social Security numbers. The way our 
system works, the tax preparer is re- 
lieved of liability, absent reckless mis- 
representation or a finding of excep- 
tional negligence. 

With whom should the liability lie? 
The obvious answer is the illegal alien 
guilty of stealing someone else’s iden- 
tity. But what happens to the helpless 
victim of the identity theft? Shouldn’t 
our law protect the person who has had 
their identity compromised, and 
shouldn’t our Federal agencies be re- 
quired to communicate information 
about an individual’s compromised 
identity before the individual is robbed 
of opportunities such as taking out a 
student loan, purchasing a home, or 
purchasing tools or equipment with a 
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small business loan? Shouldn't we do 
all that we can to prevent law-abiding 
citizens falling victim to identity 
theft? 

Occurrences of identity theft per- 
petrated by illegal immigrants have 
risen and will continue to rise as better 
Systems are developed for verifying 
employment. Illegal immigrants will 
continue to assume the names and 
Government-issued ID numbers of 
American citizens in order to thwart 
detection at workplaces, get driver's li- 
censes and obtain credit. Once à person 
takes a job in the U.S., one of the first 
things his employer will likely ask for 
is his Social Security number. The in- 
tegrity of the immigration system de- 
pends on the genuineness of our efforts 
to protect citizens from immigrant-re- 
lated identity fraud. Identity theft pre- 
vention and immigration enforcement 
will be greatly enhanced by legislation 
that permits the sharing of social secu- 
rity data among agencies. 

The Weld County Tax I.D. case is just 
the tip of the iceberg. If more than 
1,300 illegal immigrants can receive 
more than $2.6 million in tax refunds 
using stolen Social Security numbers 
in à community of 100,000 people, how 
many other cases exist throughout the 
country? It adds insult to injury that à 
legislative solution is easily within 
reach of Congress. 

I know we have a lot on our plate 
this week, but I would ask the Senate 
to act to close this loophole. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 


EE 


MORNING BUSINESS 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


ELIZABETH DOLE 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today 
I commend Senator ELIZABETH DOLE 
for her dedicated work on behalf of 
North Carolina in the Senate and her 
decades of service to our Nation. In the 
Senate she has worked hard to ensure 
our veterans and servicemembers re- 
ceive the benefits they have more than 
earned. I was pleased to have her co- 
sponsorship and support for my meas- 
ure allowing servicemembers to termi- 
nate cell phone contracts free of pen- 
alties. 

Senator DOLE has also demonstrated 
a commitment to solving the most dif- 
ficult crises in Africa, particularly in 
Zimbabwe and Darfur. We both joined 
with Senator CLINTON and Senator 
LUGAR on legislation to assist 
Zimbabweans in their efforts to pro- 
mote democracy and human rights in 
their country. I also welcomed Senator 
DOLE’s support on a resolution con- 
demning the recent flawed elections in 
Zimbabwe. Her voice in the Senate on 
these issues will be missed. I thank her 
for her service to the Senate and the 
people of North Carolina, and wish her 
all the best for the future. 
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GORDON SMITH 

Mr. President, today I want to thank 
Senator GORDON SMITH for his service 
to the people of Oregon. During my 
time on the Senate Foreign Relations 
African Affairs Subcommittee I have 
watched Senator SMITH fight ardently 
for the President’s Emergency Plan for 
AIDS Relief that has saved countless 
lives around the globe. His leadership 
on legislation to fight HIV/AIDS and 
other diseases has been vital to our ef- 
forts to bring help to many African na- 
tions. 

I also applaud his work to pass the 
Employment Non Discrimination Act, 
which I was also pleased to cosponsor. 
His efforts to end employment dis- 
crimination based on sexual orienta- 
tion represent an important step to- 
ward ensuring equal rights for all 
Americans. 

Finally, I want to recognize Senator 
SMITH’s work on legislation to require 
health insurers to include mental 
health benefits in their health insur- 
ance coverage. This excellent example 
of bipartisan cooperation, the Paul 
Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental 
Health Parity and Addiction Equity 
Act, was made possible in part by the 
commitment of Senator SMITH to en- 
suring those suffering from mental ill- 
ness have access to medical treatments 
that will improve their quality of life. 

Once again, I thank GORDON SMITH 
for his dedication to the people of Or- 
egon and the country while in the Sen- 
ate, and I wish him all the best in the 
future. 

JOHN SUNUNU 

Mr. President, today I want to take a 
moment to recognize the service of 
Senator JOHN SUNUNU during his time 
here in the Senate. It has been a pleas- 
ure to work with him on a wide range 
of issues, from protecting the rights of 
law-abiding Americans to strength- 
ening our foreign policy toward Africa. 

Senator SUNUNU has made many im- 
portant contributions during his time 
in this body, but his work to protect 
the constitutional rights of innocent 
Americans is certainly among the most 
important. He recognizes that our gov- 
ernment can wage an effective fight 
against terrorism that still respects 
our basic freedoms. Senator SUNUNU 
has been a crucial voice on civil lib- 
erties issues like reforming the PA- 
TRIOT Act and keeping tabs on gov- 
ernment data mining efforts. I am 
proud that we worked together on a 
number of bills. Most recently, we in- 
troduced legislation addressing the se- 
rious misuse of the FBI’s national se- 
curity letter authorities to obtain in- 
formation about innocent people with- 
out judicial review. We also success- 
fully passed legislation last year re- 
quiring Federal agencies to inform 
Congress about the use and develop- 
ment of the kind of government data 
mining technologies that raise the 
most serious privacy and efficacy con- 
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cerns. I will miss his voice on these 
issues here in the Senate. 

Finally, I want to recognize Senator 
SUNUNU’s work on the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee’s Africa Sub- 
committee. I had the privilege of work- 
ing side by side with him when he was 
ranking member of that subcommittee, 
and I saw firsthand his commitment to 
ending devastating conflicts in Africa. 
I deeply appreciate his commitment to 
his work on Africa, and to so many 
other issues during his service in the 
Senate. I wish him all the best in the 
future. 

PETE DOMENICI 

Mr. LUGAR. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor our distinguished colleague, 
PETE DOMENICI, who will be ending his 
historic Senate career at the end of 
this Congress. For the past 32 years it 
has been my privilege to serve with 
PETE DOMENICI in the Senate. During 
that time, he has epitomized devotion 
to public service and to his State of 
New Mexico. He will leave the Senate 
having cast more votes than all but six 
other Senators in the history of this 
body. He is the longest serving Senator 
in New Mexico’s history, and he rightly 
occupies an iconic status in his home 
State. 

PETE DOMENICI experienced a modest 
upbringing as the only son of first gen- 
eration Italian immigrants. He secured 
his first job after college as a pitcher 
for the Albuquerque Dukes, then a 
farm team for the Brooklyn Dodgers. 
Following a stint as a teacher, PETE 
won a seat on the Albuquerque City 
Commission in 1966. The next year, we 
both became mayors of our respective 
cities: PETE served Albuquerque as I 
served Indianapolis. After 6 years in 
the Albuquerque City Hall, he became 
the first Republican to win a Senate 
seat from New Mexico in 38 years. 

I entered the Senate in 1977, 4 years 
after PETE. By that time, he already 
was recognized as a leading Republican 
authority on the budget process. I 
looked to PETE as a mentor on the in- 
tricacies of the Federal budget, and he 
graciously tutored me on both sub- 
stance and process. Year after year, as 
the lead Republican on the Budget 
Committee, PETE was indispensible as 
floor manager of the budget resolution. 
Frequently, when the Senate lost its 
way during a difficult budget debate, 
Senator DOMENICI functioned as a 
touchstone to bring the debate back to 
sober reflection and verifiable statis- 
tics. I doubt the Senate will ever expe- 
rience a leader who has a more detailed 
command of the budget process and 
who could explain it with greater clar- 
ity. 

It is telling that even though PETE 
derived much annual power from his 
roles as Budget chairman and Appro- 
priations subcommittee chairman, this 
status did not dissuade him from pro- 
posing a reform idea that implicitly 
would reduce his opportunities to exer- 
cise this authority—namely a 2-year 
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budget cycle. I have always been im- 
pressed by his embrace of this idea, and 
his endorsement influenced my own 
support for а 2-year budget process. 
Senator DOMENICI’s advocacy went 
against standard expectations that 
Members of Congress will protect their 
own prerogatives even if their best 
judgment tells them that reforms are 
necessary. But PETE’s service in the 
Senate was never based upon accruing 
personal authority or maximizing his 
notoriety. 

I was extremely pleased that Senator 
DOMENICI's assiduous efforts over many 
years were recently brought to fruition 
with the passage and signature into 
law of the Mental Health Parity Act. 
PETE joined the late Senator Paul 
Wellstone in promoting this bipartisan 
legislation that will ensure that health 
plans make mental health treatment 
available for those in need. It will pro- 
vide parity between health insurance 
coverage of mental health benefits and 
benefits for medical and surgical serv- 
ices and help avert the development of 
future physical problems that could 
arise from untreated and increasingly 
debilitating psychological illness. 

I am especially sad to see PETE leave 
because he has been an outstanding 
partner in work to prevent nuclear pro- 
liferation and to improve response to 
attacks involving weapons of mass de- 
struction. In concert with the efforts of 
Senator Sam Nunn and myself to es- 
tablish the Nunn-Lugar Cooperative 
Threat Reduction Program at the De- 
partment of Defense—which is aimed 
at securing and destroying weapons of 
mass destruction in the former Soviet 
Union—Senator DOMENICI spearheaded 
the expansion of the Energy Depart- 
ment’s involvement in safeguarding 
nuclear material. He also was an effec- 
tive advocate for the role of our Na- 
tional Laboratories in nonproliferation 
work. Scientists from the National 
Laboratories have been on the 
frontlines of our engagement with the 
brain trust of the Soviet nuclear pro- 
gram. PETE understood the unique skill 
set possessed by our laboratories, and 
he made sure that they were well fund- 
ed and authorized to implement numer- 
ous nonproliferation projects. Senator 
DOMENICI also joined with Senator 
Nunn and me to pass the Nunn-Lugar- 
Domenici Act of 1997. Long before Sep- 
tember 11, 2001, this legislation was 
working to improve the capabilities of 
local and State first responders, espe- 
cially with regard to weapons of mass 
destruction attacks. The experience, 
awareness, and structure established 
by this program have been valuable to 
our Nation's post-9/11 homeland secu- 
rity efforts. 

The Senate will miss deeply Senator 
DOMENICI's experience displayed over 36 
years. He will be remembered as а 
workhorse able to shoulder the daily 
burdens of à thousand details, but also 
as a thoughtful observer who saw be- 
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yond the politics of the moment to pro- 
vide perspective on the direction of our 
country. I wish my good friend the best 
as he leaves the Senate to experience 
new adventures with his family. 

CHUCK HAGEL 

Mr. President, I wish to take this op- 
portunity before the 110th Congress ad- 
journs to honor our distinguished col- 
league and my good friend, CHUCK 
HAGEL, who will be leaving the Senate 
after 12 years of achievement. 

Senator HAGEL has applied his esti- 
mable talents to many of the most 
critical areas of public policy. 
Throughout his time in the Senate he 
was a stalwart member of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, where he became 
one of the Senate’s experts on inter- 
national affairs. 

Upon CHUCK HAGEL’s arrival in the 
Senate in 1996, he had already distin- 
guished himself in service to his coun- 
try. He was decorated for his service as 
an infantryman in the U.S. Army dur- 
ing the Vietnam war; He went on to ca- 
reers as a congressional staffer, a dep- 
uty administrator of the Veterans Ad- 
ministration, and a successful busi- 
nessman. 

When CHUCK came to the Senate, it 
was clear that his unique background 
would be an asset to the Senate For- 
eign Relations Committee. I encour- 
aged him to join the committee and 
was pleased that he did so. In the Sen- 
ate, CHUCK embraced responsibility for 
U.S. national security as few Senators 
have in recent decades. 

Senator HAGEL’s years in the Senate 
will be remembered for his willingness 
to challenge conventional wisdom and 
his ability to see issues from multiple 
perspectives. He has been a determined 
advocate for an independent point of 
view, but also a good listener who has 
often forged compromises that bene- 
fited our Nation. 

For the last 9 years, CHUCK has sat 
next to me through hundreds of For- 
eign Relations Committee hearings and 
meetings. I greatly enjoyed the oppor- 
tunity to exchange ideas with him, to 
compare perspectives on our witnesses, 
and to develop common approaches to 
problems. He was always candid and 
thoughtful in both his public state- 
ments and his private advice. 

He understands that the world’s prob- 
lems are our problems; that our eco- 
nomic health is tied to the prosperity 
of the rest of the industrialized world; 
that the cleanliness of our environ- 
ment is deeply affected by the environ- 
ments of those even beyond our con- 
tinent; and that our access to global 
natural resources and energy supplies 
depends on maintaining stable condi- 
tions in some of the most volatile re- 
gions on Earth. In а “Мето to the Can- 
didates’’ written last summer, he un- 
derscored the interconnected nature of 
our world, saying: 

America’s long-term security interests are 
directly connected to alliances, coalitions, 
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international institutions, and our standing 
in the world. The next President will have to 
reintroduce America to the world in order to 
regain its trust in our purpose as well as our 
power. 

CHUCK contributed greatly in recent 
years to the committee’s efforts to im- 
prove our Government’s stabilization 
and reconstruction capacity, to elevate 
the priority of energy diplomacy, to fa- 
cilitate NATO expansion, to reauthor- 
ize the PEPFAR program, to prevent 
the proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, and to safeguard the inter- 
national environment. 

I have greatly appreciated his per- 
sonal friendship and thoughtful re- 
membrances of events in my public and 
private life. My entire office benefited 
from his personal generosity in 2001 
when the Senate endured the anthrax 
attack. My staff and I were displaced 
from our office for more than 3 months. 
Senator HAGEL stepped forward and of- 
fered us a large room in his suite in the 
Russell Senate Office Building, which 
became the nerve center of my Senate 
office while we were displaced. Senator 
HAGEL’s thoughtfulness allowed us to 
continue operations during this dif- 
ficult period. 

I will greatly miss CHUCK’s presence 
in the seat next to me at committee 
hearings, and I know that the Senate 
as a whole will miss his wisdom and 
well-deserved reputation for humor. 
But I have no doubts that he will en- 
counter other opportunities to serve 
the United States. His counsel on for- 
eign and defense policy will be sought 
out by Members of Congress and Presi- 
dential administrations for many years 
to come. I look forward to many in- 
sightful conversations with my friend 
and to witnessing all that he will 
achieve in the future. 

JOHN WARNER 

Mr. President, I am pleased to join 
with other Senators in honoring our 
distinguished colleague, JOHN WARNER, 
who will be retiring at the end of the 
110th Congress. When he steps down, 
Senator WARNER will have the distinc- 
tion of being the second longest serving 
Senator in Virginia’s history. He 
stands as an example of the type of 
temperament, foresight, and dedication 
that the Founders envisioned when 
they created the Senate. For the past 
30 years it has been my privilege to 
serve with JOHN WARNER. During that 
time, we have shared a common com- 
mitment to the national security of 
the United States. We have worked to- 
gether on innumerable issues, and I 
have witnessed with admiration his 
strong character, his intellectual inde- 
pendence, and his unfailing devotion to 
public service. 

Even before JOHN was elected to the 
United States Senate, he had distin- 
guished himself in service to our coun- 
try. He joined the U.S. Navy before his 
18th birthday and went on to serve hon- 
orably in World War II. After college 
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and before he was able to complete law 
School, he returned to the military as 
an Active Duty marine during the Ko- 
rean conflict. After his service, JOHN 
came home to complete law school. 
Subsequently he worked as а Federal 
prosecutor and private lawyer. Presi- 
dent Nixon appointed JOHN to be Under 
Secretary of the Navy, and he went on 
to be Secretary of the Navy from 1972 
to 1974. When he was elected to the 
Senate in 1978, he was extremely well 
prepared to take on the role of а Sen- 
ator and to contribute greatly to the 
national security of our Nation. 

Senator WARNER has played a promi- 
nent role in almost every major De- 
fense policy accomplishment of the 
last three decades. In the Senate, he 
has been a steadfast supporter of the 
well-being of the American soldier, 
sailor, and airman. I know that not а 
day goes by that he does not devote 
thought to how he can contribute to 
improving our Armed Forces and mak- 
ing our country more secure. It was à 
Special pleasure for me to have chaired 
the Foreign Relations Committee dur- 
ing а 4-year period from 2003 to 2007 
when JOHN was chairing the Armed 
Services Committee. I believe relations 
between the two committees became 
Stronger during this time, as we co- 
operated closely on arms control mat- 
ters, policies toward Iraq and Afghani- 
Stan, arms sales, and many other mat- 
ters. 

My friendship with JOHN has been 
strengthened by our mutual member- 
Ship in the Beta Theta Pi Fraternity, 
and I was privileged to participate in 
the awarding of Beta's Oxford Cup to 
Senator WARNER in April 2008. The 
award ceremony and dinner took place 
in the Foreign Relations Committee 
hearing room, and this was a wonderful 
opportunity for us to share experiences 
with other Beta members. 

It is difficult for me to imagine the 
Senate without JOHN WARNER. He loves 
this institution, and he derives great 
Satisfaction from both its collegial na- 
ture and the daily opportunities Sen- 
ators have to improve life in the 
United States. 

Senator WARNER leaves the Senate 
after 30 years, having established a 1е- 
gion of friendships and à memorable 
legacy. We will miss his kindness, his 
Steadiness, and his unfailing confidence 
in the United States. Even as we will 
miss seeing our friend every day, we 
know that JOHN will be blessed by the 
opportunity to spend more time with 
his family. I am sure that he will con- 
tinue to serve the public, and I join the 
Senate in wishing him all the best as 
he moves on to new adventures. 

PETE DOMENICI 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, the de- 
parture of Senator PETE DOMENICI will 
deprive the Senate of our foremost ex- 
pert on energy and budget legislation, 
For 36 years, I have enjoyed and 
learned from PETE's frequent presen- 
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tations in our Republican Senators’ 
caucus meetings. 

His chairmanship of the Budget Com- 
mittee during the Reagan administra- 
tion led to sensible economies in Fed- 
eral spending which have not since 
been duplicated. If his comprehensive 
ideas on energy had been followed, the 
United States would long ago have 
shed its dependence on foreign oil. 

Through it all, PETE has been a most 
congenial colleague. Always smiling, 
always helping, PETE has constantly 
been available to offer guidance to 
Members not as well-versed on his 
areas of specialty. Enormously popular 
in New Mexico, it is understandable 
why he is called ‘‘Saint Pete." 

Senator DOMENICI came to my rescue 
when I was called upon to make the 
presentation at the Senate Wednesday 
prayer breakfast after I had been a 
member for a short period of time. I 
chose to talk about а new edition of 
the New Testament which had been 
published by а friend, Irwin Borowsky 
of Philadelphia. The text omitted all 
references which might have been in- 
terpreted to be critical of Jewish peo- 
ple in connection with the crucifixion. 

I made the point that these ref- 
erences had caused young Jewish boys 
to be beaten up in some communities 
on Christian religious holidays moti- 
vated by the anti-Jewish comments in 
the Bible. My theme was sharply, real- 
ly vehemently, opposed by some Sen- 
ators at the breakfast. PETE DOMENICI 
then supported my contention reciting 
some of the barbs, insults and worse 
which had been inflicted on Italians. 

When PETE told me of his plan to re- 
tire because he thought he was failing, 
I urged him to make a full disclosure of 
his medical condition to his constitu- 
ents but to stay on. I told him of a con- 
versation I had with Senator Paul 
Tsongas in 1984 when Tsongas had an- 
nounced his intent to retire because he 
had lymphoma, as I recall it. Since the 
medical evidence suggested Paul might 
well serve out his term, I urged him to 
stay on, leaving the voters to decide 
after making full disclosure as to his 
medical condition. Paul Tsongas felt 
otherwise and elected to leave. He not 
only could have served his full term 
through 1990 but then became a can- 
didate for the Democratic nomination 
for the Presidency in 1992. After telling 
him about the Tsongas situation, PETE 
stuck by his decision. In recent days, 
Senator DOMENICI has looked stronger 
than ever but I totally respect his deci- 
sion, saying only that we will miss him 
very much. 

JOHN WARNER 

Senator JOHN WARNER’s retirement is 
a great loss to the Senate. He brought 
to this body in 30 years of service wit, 
wisdom and gallantry. An old-style 
Southern gentleman, Senator WARNER 
held a unique position as the Senate 
squire. His experience in military mat- 
ters going back to his sailor days in 
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World War II, to Secretary of the Navy 
in 1972, and Chairmanship of the Armed 
Services Committee, made him a pre- 
eminent figure in the Department of 
Defense legislation. When Senator 
WARNER made a recommendation on 
defense matters, his word carried great 
weight. 

Some of my fondest recollections of 
JOHN WARNER come from the squash 
court where we regularly engaged until 
he said his knees wouldn’t take the 
twists or turns any longer although he 
continued to be an avid tennis player. 
In a squash match more than 20 years 
ago, I sustained a serious gash under 
my left eye requiring six stitches for 
closure. At that time, I had read about 
a Washington hockey player who sus- 
tained an eye injury but came back im- 
mediately to play with headgear and a 
plastic cover over the face. I secured 
one the same day of my injury and was 
back on the squash court the next day. 

JOHN claims responsibility, perhaps, 
credit for inflicting the wound. Memo- 
ries fade after a couple of decades, but 
my recollection is that Senator Bob 
Packwood was the malefactor, al- 
though I never challenged JOHN’s reci- 
tation because he seemed to enjoy it so 
much. 

Some of our longest discussions oc- 
curred in the Senate gym where we 
would talk while awaiting our turn on 
the massage table. He would always 
say we came at about the same time al- 
though he was precise to assert his 2 
years’ seniority. 

Senator WARNER was a help to me 
even before I became a Senator when 
he and his new bride, Elizabeth Taylor, 
were the star attractions at a fund- 
raiser for me in New York City. 

Senator George Mitchell tells an in- 
teresting story about Senator WARNER. 
Senator Mitchell recalls a filibuster 
where cots were set up in the Senate 
Marble Room where Mitchell was feel- 
ing sorry for himself about giving up a 
lifetime appointment as а Federal 
judge then becoming a Senator and 
wasn’t too happy about the all-night 
sessions. As George put it, he was 
stumbling his way through the cots 
during the 1980 filibuster all-nighter 
when he stumbled across newly wed 
JOHN WARNER snoring on one of the 
cots. George commented that JOHN was 
giving up more than he was so it wasn’t 
so bad after all. 

My speculation is that Senator WAR- 
NER will be called back for more public 
service because he still has a lot of 
vim, vigor and vitality, but we will 
sorely miss him in the Senate. 

LARRY CRAIG 

LARRY CRAIG has made significant 
contributions to the Senate during his 
three terms. He has been a leader on 
energy, agriculture policy and veterans 
affairs. During the debate on immigra- 
tion, he was a forceful spokesman for a 
guest farm workers program. When we 
next take up important subjects, his 
leadership will be missed, 
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I worked with him closely on vet- 
erans affairs where he chaired that 
committee after I moved from chair- 
man there to chair the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. His leadership on à Codel to the 
World War II battlefields in France 
over Memorial Day 2006 was particu- 
larly noteworthy. Our visits to U.S. 
cemeteries in France and inspection of 
the Normandy beaches were memo- 
rable. 

I was glad to see LARRY finish out his 
full third term after the incident at the 
Minneapolis airport. When I heard the 
recording of the police officer's ques- 
tioning him, I immediately thought 
that there was insufficient evidence of 
wrongful conduct. I heard the reports 
that he planned to resign at the end of 
September 2006 and called him to sug- 
gest that he modify his public state- 
ment to allow for reconsideration of 
that decision. He did so, and as the 
record shows, his legal challenges well 
within his rights, enabled him to stay 
through the conclusion of the 110th 
Congress. 

Since that event, he has weathered 
the storm, conducted himself with dig- 
nity on his official duties and made a 
real contribution to the Senate. It was 
definitely in the interests of his Idaho 
constituents and the Senate for him to 
stay on and complete his term. 

CHUCK HAGEL 

Senator CHUCK HAGEL’s intellectu- 
alism and independence will be sorely 
missed in the Senate. CHUCK HAGEL's 
service in Vietnam, where he earned 
military decorations and honors in- 
cluding two Purple Hearts, has given 
him special standing on key defense 
issues. With that background, he en- 
joys a sort of immunity from a charge 
of being soft on defense and his views 
are more closely followed. 

Senator HAGEL will be especially 
missed by the few Republican mod- 
erates who were encouraged by his 
independence. 

My sense is that CHUCK HAGEL will 
Stay in public life in one form or an- 
other, but I would have preferred to 
have seen him stay in the Senate to 
promote the resurgence of moderation 
within the Republican ranks and bipar- 
tisanship extending across the aisle for 
important legislation. 

WAYNE ALLARD 

The Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee, as well as the Senate generally, 
will miss Senator WAYNE ALLARD. 
WAYNE has been a strong voice for fis- 
cal responsibility. His background as a 
veterinarian has provided an inter- 
esting dimension beyond members who 
have legal, business, or academic back- 
grounds. 

Senator ALLARD has led by example, 
demonstrating his frugality by return- 
ing more than $4 million in unspent of- 
fice funds to the U.S. Treasury since 
being elected to Congress. In retiring 
after two terms, he has stuck by his 
commitment on term limits. My per- 
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sonal preference would have been for 
WAYNE to stay on because, building on 
his experience, he would have made ad- 
ditional significant contributions to 
the benefit of his State, Colorado, and 
the Nation. 

GORDON SMITH 

Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, when a 
departing colleague has been a strong 
working partner as well as a friend, 
saying good-bye is not easy. I have had 
the pleasure of serving on several com- 
mittees with GORDON SMITH over the 
course of his career. We have sat across 
the dais from each other at the Budget 
Committee, the Indian Affairs Com- 
mittee, and the Finance Committee. 

I am proud of what Senator SMITH 
and I have been able to accomplish in 
promoting savings and capital preser- 
vation for people in their retirement 
years. He recognized a long time ago 
that the sooner workers begin saving 
for retirement—and the longer they 
sustain that commitment—the better 
off they and their families will be when 
they have to depend on those savings. 

The successes we enjoyed in getting 
some of our ideas included in the Pen- 
sion Protection Act of 2006 led to more 
ambitious proposals to address the spe- 
cial retirement savings and income 
needs of women and older workers. And 
GORDON SMITH was the first to join the 
effort to promote lifetime income in- 
struments as a response to longevity 
advances, which constitute the great- 
est threat to the retirement income se- 
curity of the baby boom generation. 

In view of the economic situation the 
country now faces, the efforts that 
Senator SMITH and I began must con- 
tinue. I sincerely regret that he will 
not be my primary partner on this 
agenda in the 111th Congress. I cer- 
tainly hope that he will continue to 
use his influence and intelligence to 
keep the focus on this clear national 
priority. 

Finally, I want to salute Senator 
SMITH for the character of his service 
to his State, this body, and to the Na- 
tion. He is the kind of deliberate, open- 
minded, and thoughtful public servant 
the Founders must have had in mind 
when they conceived the Senate. We 
will truly miss this distinguished gen- 
tleman from Oregon. 

ELIZABETH DOLE 

Mr. President, I rise today to ac- 
knowledge my colleague from North 
Carolina, Senator ELIZABETH DOLE, 
who will be leaving this body after 
serving the people of North Carolina 
for the past 6 years. 

Senator DOLE and I have had the op- 
portunity to work together on various 
issues important to the future of our 
nation. Senator DOLE has been a strong 
advocate for the interests of not only 
her State, but the U.S. in general. 

For example, just recently, Senator 
DOLE and I worked together to pursue 
a more sustainable energy policy for 
our country. One of our goals was to 
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transition new vehicles to an alter- 
native source of energy by 2020 and re- 
duce our dependence on foreign oil. 
This commitment to improving the na- 
tion is what defined Senator DOLE's 
tenure in the Senate. 


Senator DOLE has also been active on 
agricultural issues. Because both of our 
States have а strong agricultural sec- 
tor in our economy, this issue is very 
important to our constituents. From 
her time on the Senate Agricultural 
Committee early in her Senate career 
through the farm bill recently, Senator 
DOLE has consistently looked out for 
the North Carolina farming community 
and the farming industry itself. 


Senator DOLE has had a long career 
of public service. She served as Sec- 
retary of Transportation under Presi- 
dent Reagan and Secretary of Labor 
under President George H.W. Bush. 
This gave her the distinction of being 
the first woman to serve in two dif- 
ferent Cabinet positions during two dif- 
ferent administrations. She also served 
as the president of the American Red 
Cross, heading one of the largest hu- 
manitarian organizations in the world. 
This list of accomplishments under- 
scores Senator DOLE’s commitment to 
serving the public at large. 


Again, I have appreciated the oppor- 
tunity to work with Senator DOLE and 
wish her well as she leaves the Senate. 


BUDGET SCOREKEEPING REPORT 


Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, I rise to 
submit to the Senate the budget 
Scorekeeping report for fiscal year 2008 
prepared by the Congressional Budget 
Office pursuant to section 308(b) and in 
aid of section 311 of the Congressional 
Budget Act of 1974, as amended. 'This is 
my final report for fiscal year 2008. 


This report shows the effects of con- 
gressional action through October 1, 
2008. Since my last report, dated Sep- 
tember 12, 2008, the Congress has 
cleared and the President has signed 
P.L. 110-329, the Consolidated Security, 
Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009. The esti- 
mates of budget authority, outlays, 
and revenues used in this report are 
consistent with the technical and eco- 
nomic assumptions of S. Con. Res. 70, 
the 2009 budget resolution. 


The estimates show that current 
level spending is below the budget reso- 
lution by $5.2 billion for budget author- 
ity and $2.4 billion for outlays while 
current level revenues are above the 
budget resolution by $3 billion. 


I ask unanimous consent that the 
letter and accompanying tables from 
CBO be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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U.S. CONGRESS, 
CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE, 
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008. 
Hon. KENT CONRAD, 
Chairman, Committee on the Budget, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: The enclosed report 
shows the effects of Congressional action on 
the fiscal year 2009 budget and is current 
through October 1, 2008. This report is sub- 
mitted under section 308(b) and in aid of sec- 
tion 311 of the Congressional Budget Act, as 
amended. 

The estimates of budget authority, out- 
lays, and revenues are consistent with the 
technical and economic assumptions of S. 
Con. Res. 70, the Concurrent Resolution on 
the Budget for Fiscal Year 2009, as approved 
by the Senate and the House of Representa- 
tives. 

Since my last letter, dated September 11, 
2008, the Congress has cleared and the Presi- 
dent has signed the Consolidated Security, 
Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appro- 
priations Act, 2009 (Public Law 110-329). Divi- 
sion B of the act provided $22.9 billion for 
disaster relief and recovery for 2008; the en- 
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tire amount was designated as an emergency 
requirement pursuant to section 204(a) of S. 
Con. Res. 21. Amounts so designated are ex- 
empt from enforcement of the budget resolu- 
tion. As а result, the enclosed current level 
report excludes these amounts (see footnote 
2 of Table 2 of the report). 
Sincerely, 
ROBERT A. SUNSHINE 
(For Peter R. Orszag, Director). 
Enclosure. 


TABLE 1.—SENATE CURRENT LEVEL REPORT FOR SPEND- 
ING AND REVENUES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008, AS OF 
OCTOBER 1, 2008 


[In billions of dollars] 


Current 
Budget res- Current level over/ 
olution ! level 2 under (—) 
resolution 
ON-BUDGET 
Budget Authority 2,456.2 2,451.0 —52 
Outlays . 2,437.8 2,435.3 —24 
Revenues 1,8754 1,878.4 3.0 
OFF-BUDGET 
Social Security Outlays .......... 463.7 463.7 0.0 
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TABLE 1.—SENATE CURRENT LEVEL REPORT FOR SPEND- 
ING AND REVENUES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008, AS OF 
OCTOBER 1, 2008—Continued 


[In billions of dollars] 


Current 
Budget res- Current level over/ 
olution level 2 under (—) 
resolution 
Social Security Revenues ......... 666.7 666.7 0.0 


1$. Con. Res. 70, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 
2009, assumed $108.1 billion in budget authority and $28.9 billion in out- 
ays for overseas deployment and related activities. The Supplemental Appro- 
riations Act, 2008 (P.L. 110—252) designated funding for these activities 
as an emergency requirement, pursuant to section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 
21, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2008. Such 
emergency amounts are exempt from the enforcement of S. Con. Res. 70. 
Since current level totals exclude the emergency requirements enacted in 
P.L. 110-252 (see footnote 2 of table 2), budget authority and outlay totals 
specified in S. Con. Res. 70 have also been reduced for purposes of com- 


2Current level is the estimated effect on revenue and spending of all leg- 
islation, excluding amounts designated as emergency requirements (see 
ootnote 2 of table 2), that the Congress has enacted or sent to the Presi- 
dent for his approval. In addition, full-year funding estimates under current 
aw are included for entitlement and mandatory programs requiring annual 
appropriations, even if the appropriations have not been made. 

3 Excludes administrative expenses of the Social Security Administration, 
which are off-budget, but are appropriated annually. 


SOURCE: Congressional Budget Office. 


TABLE 2.—SUPPORTING DETAIL FOR THE CURRENT LEVEL REPORT FOR ON-BUDGET SPENDING AND REVENUES FOR FISCAL YEAR 2008, AS OF OCTOBER 1, 2008 


[In millions of dollars] 


Budget authority Outlays Revenues 
Previously Enacted ! 

Revenues n.a. n.a. 1,879,400 
Permanents and other spending legislation . 1,441,010 1,394,887 n.a. 
Appropriation legislation 1,604,649 1,635,118 n.a. 
Offsetting receipts .... — 596,805 — 596,805 n.a. 
Total, Previously mache) а аа ee M M e EI MTM EAM M AV MAU АЧЫУ MM d DEUM HIM wr cup Me mela t 2,448,854 2,433,200 1,879,400 

Enacted this session: 
Supplemental Appropriations: Act; 2008: РДЕЛ БҮ лн ааа нн аныыр ыык ылдыйы cet data entretient dtc i 0 7 0 
Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—275). x 1,942 1,924 1 
Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—289)? 203 203 — 968 
Higher Education Opportunity Act (P.L. 110—315) — —10 0 0 
2,135 2,134 — 967 
Total Current Level234 . 2,450,989 2,435,334 1,878,433 
Total Budget Resolution? .. T 2,564,237 2,466,678 1,875,401 
Adjustment to the budget resolution for emergency requirements © ..........cccseessescsssecsssesssecssscsssccsnecsssecsssessuscssscsssscsssecsuscsusecsusccssecsueecsuecsseccsnecsisecsnecsssecsnecsisecsnecsuseceneessseceneessneeenees — 108,056 — 28,901 n.a. 
Adjusted Budget Resolution 2,456,181 2,437,777 1,875,401 
Current Level Over Budget Resolution n.a. n.a. 3,032 
Current Level Under Budget Resolution . 5,192 2,443 n.a. 


SOURCE: Congressional Budget Office. 
Note: n.a. = not applicable; P.L. = Public Law. 


1 Includes the following acts that affect budget authority, outlays, or revenues, and were cleared by the Congress during this session, but before the adoption of S. Con. Res. 70, the Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 
2009: National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 (P.L. 110—181), Economic Stimulus Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—185), Andean Trade Preference Extension Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—191), Ensuring Continued Access to Student Loans 
Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—227), Consolidated Natural Resources Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—229), Strategic Petroleum Reserve Fill Suspension and Consumer Protection Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—232), Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (P.L. 
110—234), SAFETEA-LU Technical Corrections Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—244), and Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—245). 


2Pursuant to section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 21, 


designated for fiscal year 2008, which are not included in the current level total, are as follows: 


Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 (P.L. 110—252) 
Housing and Economic Recovery Act of 2008 (P.L. 110—289) .. 
Consolidated Security, Disaster Assistance, an 


Continuing Appropriations Act, 2009 (P.L. 110—329) 


he Concurrent Resolution on the Budget for Fiscal Year 2008, provisions designated as emergency requirements are exempt from enforcement of the budget resolution. The amounts so 


Budget authority Outlays Revenues 
115,808 35,350 n.a. 
4,106 187 n.a. 
—á: 22,859 0 n.a. 
142,773 35,537 n.a. 


3For purposes of enforcing section 311 of the Congressional Budget Act in the Senate, the budget resolution does not include budget authority, outlays, or revenues for off-budget amounts. As a result, current level excludes these items. 


^The scoring for P.L. 110—318, an act to amend 
The enactment of this bill followed an announcemen 


that P.L. 110-318 will reverse this policy and restore payments to states at levels already assumed in current level. Thus, no change is required. 


5 Periodically, the Senate Committee on the Budge 


Original Budget Resolutions. ааа ertet cere tette tecti eric cava onus sda teet lel n pesce ree eph надан рне ARAPETA AA Aaa ara ннер айн най нанды МАЕ 


Revisions: 


For the Strategic Petroleum Reserve Fill Suspension and Consumer Protection Act of 2008 (SPR Act) (section 323(d)) 
For the Heroes Earnings Assistance and Relief Tax Act of 2008 (Heroes Act) (section 323(d)) 
For adjustment to debt service for the SPR and Heroes acts (section 323(d)) 
For the Medicare Improvements for Patients and Providers Act of 2008 (sections 221(f) and 227) 


For the Higher Education Opportunity Act (section 222) .. 
Revised Budget Resoluti 
$8. Соп. Res. 70 assume 


revises the totals in S. Con. Res. 70, pursuant to various provisions of the resolution: 


he Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to restore the Highway Trust Fund, does not change current level totals. P.L. 110—318 appropriated approximately $8 billion to the Highway Trust Fund. 
by the Secretary of Transportation on September 5, 2008, of an interim policy to slow down payments to states from the Highway Trust Fund. The Congressional Budget Office estimates 


Budget authority Outlays Revenues 
2,563,262 2,465,711 1,875,392 
—950 —950 0 
0 0 8 
=] =] 0 
1,942 1,924 1 
-10 0 0 
2,564,237 2,466,678 1,875,401 


$108,056 million in budget authority and $28,901 million in outlays for overseas deployment and related activities. The Supplemental Appropriations Act, 2008 (P.L. 110—252) designated funding for these ac- 


tivities as an emergency requirement, pursuant to 'section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 21. Such emergency amounts are exempt from the enforcement of S. Con. Res. 70. Since current level totals exclude the emergency requirements enacted in 
P.L. 110—252 (see footnote 2), budget authority and outlay totals specified in S. Con. Res. 70 have been reduced for purposes of comparison. 


SOURCE: Congressional Budget Office. 
Note: n.a. = not applicable; P.L. = Public Law. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 


CORPORAL SCOTT DIMOND 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Cpl Scott Dimond of 
Franklin, NH. On Monday, October 18, 
2008, Corporal Dimond was tragically 
taken from us when his vehicle struck 
an improvised explosive device and his 
patrol was engaged in small-arms at- 
tack in Kandahar, Afghanistan. My 
deepest sympathy, condolences, and 
prayers go out to Scott’s family and 
loved ones who have suffered this 
grievous loss. At 39 nine years old, 
Scott will always be remembered as a 
dedicated citizen who consistently put 
others before himself. 

Scott enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps during his senior year in high 
school but was medically discharged 
after a serious football injury. Still de- 
termined to serve his fellow citizens, 
Scott began a career in law enforce- 
ment. He served 18 years with the 
Franklin Police Department, retiring 
in 2006 as a sergeant. Upon his retire- 
ment, Scott’s unwavering determina- 
tion to serve others remained. He en- 
listed in the New Hampshire National 
Guard while working toward a degree 
as a registered nurse, enabling Scott to 
assist others in a new way—the health 
care profession. To any observer, 
Scott’s professional pursuits will for- 
ever echo selflessness, sacrifice, and 
patriotism, and for that, we are eter- 
nally grateful. 

As a member of an embedded tactical 
training team, there is no doubt that 
Scott’s law enforcement background 
and his willingness to help others suc- 
cessfully contributed to the mentoring 
and strengthening of the Afghan army 
and police force, accelerating the even- 
tual return of American military per- 
sonnel from the battlefield. Consistent 
with the rest of his life, Scott rou- 
tinely put his country and his fellow 
soldiers before himself. Because of his 
devotion and sense of duty, the safety 
and liberty of countless Americans is 
more secure. Unquestionably, Scott is 
a shining example of the highest cal- 
iber of person that New Hampshire, and 
this country, can produce. We are hon- 
ored to speak of his contributions, spir- 
it, and dedication. In the words of Dan- 
iel Webster—‘‘what a man does for oth- 
ers, not what they do for him, gives 
him immortality." May God bless Cpl 
Scott Dimond, his family, and all those 
who are currently serving in uniform. 


EE 


AGREEMENT TO PROTECT FOR- 
ESTS AND WILDLIFE IN SUMA- 
TRA 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 
take a moment to call attention to the 
recent action of the Government of In- 
donesia to preserve the endangered 
rain forests and ecosystems of Suma- 
tra. 

On October 10, 2008, the Indonesian 
Government, in cooperation with the 
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World Wildlife Fund, WWF, announced 
an agreement between the 10 provincial 
governors of Sumatra to protect bio- 
diversity on the world’s sixth largest 
island. Although long overdue, this is 
an important first step towards con- 
servation of a unique habitat at a crit- 
ical time. 

Sumatra is the only place on Earth 
where tigers, elephants, rhinos, and 
orangutans co-exist. It has also gained 
a reputation for having lost almost 
half of its natural forest cover since 
1985. The rapid expansion of palm oil 
and pulpwood plantations, as well as 
rampant illegal logging, have been 
largely to blame. These activities have 
contributed to the precipitous decline 
in numbers of these endangered spe- 
cies, whose habitat has become a 
patchwork of disconnected small par- 
cels of forest. 

This action to protect the forests is 
important not only for Indonesia but 
for the rest of the world. Thirteen per- 
cent of Indonesia’s remaining forests 
grow on peat soil, which emits large 
amounts of carbon dioxide into the at- 
mosphere when trees are felled. Fur- 
ther destruction of these forests will 
contribute to global warming at a time 
when we should be doing everything 
possible to reduce greenhouse gases. 

This agreement represents a signifi- 
cant change of attitude and policy, for 
which President Yudhoyono and his 
government deserve credit. Imple- 
menting the agreement will be dif- 
ficult, requiring additional resources 
for alternative economic opportunities 
for people living in these areas, and for 
enforcement, and I urge the U.S. Agen- 
cy for International Development and 
other donors to support it. 


EE 


MILLENNIUM CHALLENGE 
CORPORATION 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, as Chair- 
man of the State and Foreign Oper- 
ations Subcommittee, I want to take a 
moment to speak about the budget of 
the Millennium Challenge Corporation, 
MCC. 

The fiscal year 2009 State and For- 
eign Operations bill, reported by the 
Appropriations Committee on July 18, 
2008, recommends $254 million for the 
MCC. Since this is substantially less 
than the $2 billion requested by the 
President, it was predictable that the 
Senate committee’s action would cause 
concerns among the MCC and many of 
its supporters, as well as governments 
that seek MCC funding. Those concerns 
have been expressed and I want to ad- 
dress them briefly today. While dif- 
ferences are inevitable in the legisla- 
tive process, it is important that such 
differences not be based on a misunder- 
standing or confusion about the facts. 

During the past several months, I 
have heard that some of those who 
have complained about the Senate 
committee’s action have suggested 
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that it was motivated by an antipathy 
towards the MCC and a desire to close 
it down or dramatically curtail its 
functions. That is incorrect. 

To begin with, we have commended 
the MCC for what it has accomplished 
since its inception 4 years ago. Several 
compacts are beginning to show tan- 
gible results, including the implemen- 
tation of agriculture, infrastructure 
and other projects. Ambassador John 
Danilovich, the MCC’s CEO, has been a 
strong leader at a critical time, and I 
commend him as well as deputy CEO 
Rodney Bent. They have both done a 
fine job of representing the MCC, both 
here and abroad. 

Earlier this year, when the sub- 
committee was dividing up funds allo- 
cated to State and Foreign Operations, 
we faced many difficult choices. Our 
fiscal year 2009 allocation was $2 billion 
below the President’s budget request, 
and the President underfunded or failed 
to fund many critical programs of in- 
terest to both Democrats and Repub- 
licans. For example, he cut funding for 
family planning/reproductive health by 
over $100 million below the fiscal year 
2008 level. He cut the U.S. contribution 
to the global fund to fight AIDS, TB 
and malaria by $350 million. He short- 
changed humanitarian relief programs, 
peacekeeping, democracy programs, 
environment and energy programs. 
There are many other examples. 

We also considered the fact that Con- 
gress had appropriated $7.5 billion for 
the MCC, and by July 18 only $235 mil- 
lion had been disbursed of which a sig- 
nificant portion was for administrative 
expenses. While we made clear that we 
were not advocating faster disburse- 
ments, we do not support additional 
compacts until more of the funds we 
have already appropriated produce sus- 
tainable results. 

Many compacts were slow getting off 
of the ground, in some cases because 
the MCC rightly insisted that govern- 
ments make further refinements, or be- 
cause the contracting process took 
longer than expected. These kinds of 
delays are predictable and do not re- 
flect poorly on the MCC. Unfortu- 
nately, I have heard that some MCC 
personnel in country are being urged to 
disburse funds more quickly. As we 
have said before, this is not our intent, 
particularly if it risks short-cutting 
procurement guidelines or other safe- 
guards, or otherwise negatively affects 
the quality of implementation of com- 
pacts. 

I do not know what the optimal rate 
of disbursement is for the MCC. It may 
be disbursing funds at the right rate. 
By pointing out the rate of disburse- 
ment the committee has simply sought 
to explain why, in part, we are unable 
to support hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars for new compacts when compacts 
that are several years old have only 
disbursed a fraction of their funds. 
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More time is required to review the ef- 
fectiveness of the 18 compacts that al- 
ready exist. I am told that the MCC's 
board of directors will meet in Decem- 
ber to discuss which additional coun- 
tries will be eligible to apply for com- 
pact funding in fiscal year 2009. Since 
we will not have a final fiscal year 2009 
funding level for the MCC until late 
January at the earliest, I urge board 
members to act judiciously and to keep 
in mind that eligibility does not assure 
that à compact will be funded. 

The many competing demands placed 
on the State and Foreign Operations 
Appropriations bill will only increase 
over the next few years, given the glob- 
al financial crisis, which will have di- 
rect and indirect consequences for the 
world's poorest countries. We also ex- 
pect to be asked to increase funding for 
international HIV/AIDS programs due 
to the recent PEPFAR reauthorization. 

The MCC is a new and innovative 
form of assistance, and we want it to 
Succeed. I was involved in drafting the 
authorizing legislation that established 
the MCC, and I have said many times 
that I strongly support the concept of 
providing governments with incentives 
to combat corruption, improve govern- 
ance, and address the basic needs of 
their people. If the MCC shows that it 
can achieve the results we all want, it 
could become а model for other forms 
of foreign assistance. 

But we cannot ignore other pressing 
Short-term and long-term needs. Some 
have claimed that not providing an- 
other billion dollars for the MCC in fis- 
cal year 2009 will delay progress toward 
long-term development goals. I would 
argue that funding to address the acute 
personnel shortages at the Department 
of State and USAID, which the Presi- 
dent's budget largely ignores, is à pri- 
ority for effective U.S. diplomacy and 
development assistance programs now 
and in the future. 

It is also notable that a number of 
governments that were awarded com- 
pacts are not performing as expected. 
According to the 2009 Country Score- 
card Index, 5 of the 8 MCC lower middle 
income countries that have compacts 
have failed 8 of 17 indicators. Simi- 
larly, with the reports of systemic 
voter fraud in the recent Nicaraguan 
elections, I am concerned that Presi- 
dent Ortega’s government may have 
jeopardized the MCC compact in that 
country. 

The future of the MCC is now up to 
the Obama administration, and I ex- 
pect President-elect Obama will ex- 
plore all options for how the MCC 
should by managed and implemented, 
as he will for other Federal programs. 
However, before major adjustments, if 
any, take place, Congress has to finish 
the remaining fiscal year 2009 spending 
bills. 

Senator GREGG and I will be working 
with our colleagues in the House. 
There are several areas in the State 
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and Foreign Operations bill where the 
Senate and House positions differ, and 
the MCC is one obvious example. Until 
then, I would encourage those who care 
about the MCC, as many of us do, to 
focus on ensuring that funds already 
appropriated are used effectively. 


— RE ——— 


TRIBUTE TO BOB MILLER 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the great achieve- 
ments of a wonderful Vermont busi- 


nessman, Bob Miller, president of 
R.E.M. Development Company іп 
Williston. 


Bobby started R.E.M. Development 
in 1984, and over the last quarter cen- 
tury, the company has grown to be- 
come one of Vermont’s largest com- 
mercial real estate developers. While it 
is hard to travel around Vermont with- 
out running into one of Bobby's 
projects, his lifelong commitment to 
bettering his community is both admi- 
rable and commendable. 

Bobby recently received two special 
awards for his outstanding business 
practices and devotion to the commu- 
nity. Citing ‘‘their determination, suc- 
cess, and philanthropy,” the Lake 
Champlain Regional Chamber of Com- 
merce honored R.E.M. Development as 
its 2008 Large Business of the Year. In 
addition, saying that Bobby ‘‘typifies 
the true spirit of service and self-sac- 
rifice in representing the finest ideals 
of Vermont citizenship," the Vermont 
Chamber of Commerce presented him 
with its 2008 Citizen of the Year Award. 
I congratulate Bobby and R.E.M. De- 
velopment for both of these well-de- 
Served achievements. 

I ask unanimous consent to have a 
November 17, 2008, Burlington Free 
Press article about Bobby Miller's suc- 
cessful career printed in the RECORD во 
all Senators can read about a pros- 
perous Vermont businessman who con- 
tinually gives back to his community. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, аз follows: 

[From the Burlington Free Press, Monday, 

Nov. 17, 2008] 
MILLER IS A BUILDER AND A GIVER 
(By Adam Silverman) 

WILLISTON.—Just about anybody can cre- 
ate and run а thriving business when times 
are good. When the economic outlook is 
gloomier, though, success requires more 
careful planning and management. 

That's both à piece of advice from and a 
guiding philosophy for Bob Miller, president 
of Williston-based R.E.M Development Co., à 
24-year-old company that builds and leases 
commercial real estate. Even with recession 
fears spreading, Miller said business is flour- 
ishing. 

“There is always demand," he said last 
week while sitting behind his granite-topped 
desk at an industrial park he owns on Ave- 
nue D. “I don't think there's a good time or 
а, bad time to go into business. Either you 
have a business plan that's going to work, or 
it's not. Anyone can make it in good times." 

Outside, cars, trucks, big rigs and package- 
delivery vans frequented the businesses that 
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rent space in his buildings. The park rep- 
resents just a fraction of the 2 million square 
feet of real estate R.E.M rents, а total that 
makes the company ‘һе region's largest 
commercial industrial developer of manufac- 
turing, distribution, warehouse, and flex 
Space," it boasts on its Web site. 

Miller, 73, of Burlington, whose initials 
compose his company's acronym, incor- 
porates another component into his philos- 
ophy: the need for philanthropy, for busi- 
nesses to give back to their communities. He 
has donated money and construction services 
to hospitals, exposition centers and youth 
recreational facilities, among many others. 
Miller and his wife, Holly, give what they 
call the “three Ts'"—time, talent and treas- 
ure. 

"Its kind of fun to take on one of these 
projects and stand back and say, ‘We really 
helped this neighborhood,'" Miller said. ‘‘It’s 
а, great way to get your name out. There are 
rewards for philanthropy. People know 
you’re out in the community giving back 
and not just taking, taking, taking. That’s 
not why we do it—we do it because we want 
to—but there is that relationship in getting 
involved." 

Those components of Miller's work, the 
successful company and the devotion to phi- 
lanthropy, led to two awards he received last 
week. 

The Lake Champlain Regional Chamber of 
Commerce honored R.E.M Development on 
Tuesday as its large business of the year, cit- 
ing Miller and the company for “their deter- 
mination, success, and philanthropy." Three 
days later, the Vermont Chamber of Com- 
merce presented Miller its Citizen of the 
Year Award, also championing his business 
acumen and his good works. 

Miller *typifies the true spirit of service 
and self-sacrifice in representing the finest 
ideals of Vermont citizenship," the Vermont 
Chamber says on its Web site. His commit- 
ment to the prosperity of the people and 
businesses in Vermont reaches statewide." 

Among Miller's projects is Burlington's 
Gosse Court Armory, an old National Guard 
facility the military donated to the city in 
2005 for transformation into a community 
center. 

The city approached Miller about a poten- 
tial contribution after budget estimates ex- 
ceeded available resources. Miller looked at 
the plans, said he could do the work for 
$500,000 less than the $1.3 million estimate, 
and agreed to serve as general contractor. 
Later he wrote а check for $100,000. 

“It’s really extraordinary to have a devel- 
oper with his skills and expertise step for- 
ward to do this for his community," the 
city's chief administrative officer, Jonathan 
Leopold, said earlier this year. 

Sitting in his office last week, Miller field- 
ed à phone call from а construction worker 
at the armory. Without referring to any 
plans or drawings, Miller helped solve an en- 
gineering challenge from memory, delivering 
precise instructions. Then he drew а sketch 
on a blank sheet of paper to help an observer 
understand the issue: the alignment of bas- 
ketball hoops and the configuration of lines 
on the gymnasium floor. 

Miller's talent for drawing and engineering 
came naturally, he said. A Rutland native, 
Miller thought during high school he wanted 
to be à mechanio, but after graduation he 
turned toward engineering. His first job was 
as а draftsman. 

He moved to Burlington in 1959 and helped 
draft electrical plans for the University of 
Vermont's library and Burlington High 
School; because the money wasn't great, Mil- 
ler also tended bar, he said. In 1972 he started 
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New England Air Systems, which he ran for 
а, dozen years, and then he sold it to the em- 
ployees and created the company he con- 
tinues to run—with 12-hour days during the 
week and seven hours on Saturdays. 

“Опе of my philosophies is, you've got to 
make money or you're not going to be in 
business," he said. *I love the business. I 
love the challenge of negotiating. I'm fierce- 
ly competitive. I may not look that way, but 
Im a highly competitive guy. But I’m not a 
sore loser, either." 

Miller is especially happy to see businesses 
"grow with us," starting out small and ex- 
panding as their success increases. R.E.M 
Development, which Miller runs with his 
son, Tim, is devoted to helping its tenants, 
but expects serious effort in return, Miller 
said. 

“Ме try to help people get started. Гт a 
great advocate of the underdog, because 
that’s where I came from," he said. ‘‘We 
want people to make a profit, but they’ve 
got to work for it, as we do.”’ 

Businesses first must craft a solid, well-re- 
searched, thorough, realistic business plan, 
Miller suggested. Then they must forge rela- 
tionships with customers and with vendors, 
and develop and maintain a positive reputa- 
tion. That’s helped Miller thrive. 

“When we really need a product, we can 
get that product," he said, referring to crit- 
ical building components. ‘‘People know 
they will get paid. We don't cry wolf every 
day, but we do cry wolf from time to time." 

Last, and sometimes of special importance, 
is for an owner to be able to abandon an un- 
successful venture, as he did with a portable- 
Storage project he launched just before 9/11, 
even though a stigma can be attached, Miller 
said. 

"If youre successful, everyone thinks 
you're a genius. If you fail they think you're 
a schmuck," he said. ‘‘Don’t fall in love with 
'em. Drop 'em if it doesn't work. You have to 
be a realist.” 

Regardless of the situation, Miller encour- 
ages other business owners to give back. He 
likes to quote fellow Vermont philanthropist 
J. Warren McClure, who died in 2004: “If you 
can't give a dollar, you'll never give a hun- 
dred.” 

“Give what you can," Miller said. ‘‘We 
have an obligation. There are many, many, 
many needs. And you can have a lot of fun 
doing it." 


ee 


HEALTH CARE REFORM 


Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I wanted 
to take this opportunity to share with 
my colleagues an especially poignant 
and meaningful column that appeared 
in the Boston Herald last week by 
Wayne Woodlief honoring the efforts 
Senator EDWARD M. KENNEDY has made 
to enact legislation to provide health 
care for all Americans—and looking 
forward to his leadership on this issue. 
As Senator KENNEDY recently said ‘‘It 
is painfully obvious that our health 
care system costs Americans too much, 
costs employers too much, denies too 
much needed care and leaves out too 
many Americans." He is right. We need 
to take immediate action next year to 
reform our health care system. I look 
forward to working with Senator KEN- 
NEDY to enact broad reform of our 
health care system to help every Amer- 
ican gain access to high-quality, af- 
fordable health care. 
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I ask unanimous consent to have the 
column to which I referred, printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

BARACK OBAMA, LISTEN TO DR. TED 
(By Wayne Woodlief) 

Now’s the time for President-elect Obama 
and Congress to seize the moment and enact 
health care for all Americans. ASAP. 

Sen. is pressing a new strategy—shaped in 
bipartisan meetings—for one consensus bill 
that can be moved swiftly through the Sen- 
ate and the House, perhaps even in Obama’s 
first 100 days. 

Kennedy has courted and listened to allies 
on both sides of the aisle. Sen. Mike Enzi (R- 
Wyo., ranking Republican on the Health 
Care Committee that Kennedy chairs, is 
working with Teddy. And Senate Finance 
Chairman Max Baucus (D-Mont.) weighed in 
this week with his own ideas on health care; 
ideas that look a lot like Kennedy's and like 
the Massachusetts universal coverage law 
that Teddy touts as a national model. 

Kennedy said Baucus’ White Paper ‘‘brings 
us closer to our goal." Especially since the 
finance committee has to find а way to pay 
for a law that would cost billions, yet help 
tens of millions of struggling citizens, many 
without jobs now, pay their health care bills. 

That is different from the early 1990s when 
then-Chairman Daniel Patrick Moynihan's 
opposition doomed health care reform cham- 
pioned by Kennedy and the Clintons. 

And Obama—though treading carefully— 
said recently that health reform is ‘‘priority 
number three," right after the economy and 
energy independence, adding, ‘‘I think the 
time is right to do it." 

Amen. Passage of universal health care 
would be the capstone on Kennedy's legacy. 
And Obama owes him. The passing of the 
Kennedy torch to Obama by Teddy and niece 
Caroline just before Super Tuesday was a 
turning point in Obama's path to the presi- 
dency. He also owes it even more to all those 
people to whom he promised relief. 

In last Sunday's Washington Post, Ken- 
nedy wrote, ‘‘it is no longer just patients de- 
manding change. Businesses, doctors and 
even many insurance companies are demand- 
ing it ... The cost will be substantial, but the 
need for reform is too great to be deflected 
or delayed." 

For those who would say, ‘‘That’s just а 
liberal talking,” hear this: 

David Blumenthal, director of the Insti- 
tute for Health Policy for the Partners 
Health Care System and an Obama adviser, 
said, ‘‘Some of the largest corporations in 
America are struggling to compete in the 
world marketplace because of high health 
care costs." 

Rick Umbdenstock, president and CEO of 
the American Hospital Association, said the 
economic turmoil, coupled with health care's 
high costs, ‘‘will likely mean the loss of jobs 
and employer-related health coverage ... and 
possibly even diminishing access to health 
care services." 

Nancy Nielsen, president of the American 
Medical Association, said, ‘‘The cost of doing 
nothing is much higher than the alter- 
native’’—the scuffling to pay for good care, 
including preventive care, and dooming mil- 
lions to ‘‘live sick and die younger." 

These aren't socialists. These are people 
who work with health care daily and know 
the crisis it is in. 

Kennedy has worked behind the scenes to 
craft health reform since Memorial Day, by 
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phone, by e-mail and even by face-to-face 
meetings despite his illness. He’s back in 
Washington, and he’s not slowing down. 

As soon as Obama takes that oath that 
Kennedy’s slain brother took 48 years ago, he 
should start preaching and working for 
health care for all. And Congress, which Ken- 
nedy has served for so long, should do it for 
Teddy—and for the American people. It’s 
time to strike while those stars are aligned. 


EE 
SPACE 


Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I wish 
to address the report to Congress of the 
Independent Assessment Panel on the 
Organization and Management of Na- 
tional Security Space, which was re- 
leased on Tuesday, September 16. The 
Institute for Defense Analyses, led by 
Mr. A. Thomas Young and a team of six 
qualified and experienced experts, un- 
dertook this project to provide the 
Congress with a comprehensive assess- 
ment of the state of our national space 
policy, especially as it relates to our 
national security and our position as 
the global leader in space. 

I raised concerns in 2006 when then- 
Secretary of Defense Donald Rumsfeld 
suggested that the commander of Air 
Force Space Command, based in Colo- 
rado Springs, should be downgraded 
from the four-star level to three stars. 
I reminded the Secretary that space is 
critical to our Armed Forces; that 
nearly every military operation we 
carry out makes use of assets in space 
in one way or another, be it using our 
satellites to locate the position of the 
enemy, providing instant communica- 
tions, or gathering dependable intel- 
ligence. I was pleased the Pentagon 
opted not to institute this troublesome 
proposal. 

Following this episode, I authored 
legislation in the 2007 Defense author- 
ization bill to establish a new space 
commission, similar to the 2001 Com- 
mission to Assess U.S. National Secu- 
rity Space Management and Organiza- 
tion. I wanted an independent panel of 
space, intelligence, and military ex- 
perts to study, analyze, and make rec- 
ommendations to the Congress on the 
current state and future vision of 
America’s national space agenda. This 
review began last fall, and I am pleased 
that it was completed in a timely man- 
ner. 

The panel began their report articu- 
lating what I have always understood 
to be true, that U.S. leadership in 
space is paramount to the preservation 
of our national security. It is key to 
our lasting ability to ward off modern 
and unexpected threats against our 
homeland or our allies and essential to 
maintaining our economic superiority 
in the ever-changing information age. 
Most importantly, the report rein- 
forced that space-based technology is 
essential to our intelligence gathering 
and warfighting capabilities. As such, 
according to the panel, and I agree, up- 
dating and modernizing our national 
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Space policy and its related personnel 
Structure must be a top priority. Amer- 
ica’s willingness and capacity to con- 
tinue to lead in space provides our Na- 
tion with а priceless strategic advan- 
tage that will pay dividends for genera- 
tions to come. 

As a result of their extensive re- 
search and thorough investigations, 
the panel uncovered what they believed 
were fundamental structural and orga- 
nizational flaws with the Federal Gov- 
ernment's space sector. Such flaws in- 
clude major management problems, 
poor communication among and be- 
tween involved agencies, а lack of 
proper oversight and direction, a lack 
of expert professional personnel, and а 
host of others. The panel also recog- 
nized а scary reality—space technology 
is rapidly proliferating to all corners of 
the Earth, and America is not keeping 
up with its space competitors. This 
proliferation, combined with our space 
industry bogged down by aging legacy 
Space projects that take vital resources 
away from newer, more modern 
projects, has taken its toll on our com- 
petitive edge with China and other 
emerging nations. 

Although some of these and other de- 
ficiencies were recognized and exposed 
by the 2001 Space Commission, drastic 
measures to adequately deal with the 
problems uncovered were not proposed 
and undertaken. This panel, however, 
took an alternate route апа rec- 
ommended bold proposals to redirect 
and radically improve our national 
Space agenda. The panel recommends, 
and again I agree, that America needs 
а top-to-bottom overhaul to restore the 
vitality of our space programs and re- 
gain and sustain the competitive ad- 
vantages afforded the United States by 
our preeminence in space. In no uncer- 
tain terms, the panel outlined а bold 
new vision for the future of America's 
role in space. It laid out four sugges- 
tions of significant substance to re- 
Structure our approach to space and re- 
align our defense, intelligence, and 
commercial priorities as they relate to 
Space. 

First, it calls for the President to 
create and implement a truly national 
Space strategy. The President should 
announce to the American people that 
he is updating and modernizing Amer- 
ica’s space program immediately and 
elevating its priority status to the top 
tier of the national agenda. 

The panel recommends the President 
reestablish the National Space Council 
in the Executive Office of the Presi- 
dent, under the leadership of the Na- 
tional Security Advisor, to implement 
the new strategy and coordinate its ac- 
tivities with the Department of De- 
fense, the intelligence community, 
NASA, and other responsible agencies. 
This will provide one of the President's 
top advisers with the power to assign 
responsibilities, set priorities, and 
break through the barriers to coopera- 
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tion that have stymied progress on key 
space programs in the past. 

Second, the panel believes that no 
one is really in charge of the national 
space agenda. They discovered that in 
the midst of so much bureaucracy and 
competing authorities, regrettably 
there has been no one at the helm. This 
needs to change. 

The authorities and responsibilities 
for all Government space programs are 
spread widely throughout the Pentagon 
and within various intelligence agen- 
cies. Therefore, the panel recommends 
the creation of a National Security 
Space Authority that will be respon- 
sible to the Secretary of Defense and 
the Director of National Intelligence. 
The proposed arrangement is needed to 
remedy the ruinous deficiencies in the 
current system, including the frequent 
inability to reconcile budget priorities 
and the common failure to ensure that 
innovative acquisition program  re- 
quirements are affordable and inte- 
grated across military and intelligence 
space domains. 

Third, the panel recommends to strip 
the National Reconnaissance Office and 
the Air Force Space and Missile Sys- 
tems Center of their status as tradi- 
tional, independent entities and incor- 
porate their personnel and functions, 
as well as the functions of other parts 
of the Air Force Space Command, into 
a single National Security Space Orga- 
nization. Under unified leadership, this 
organization could allow all the space 
experts to work more effectively to- 
gether. The panel recommends this 
path because it most effectively uti- 
lizes the scarce talent available to 
achieve our Nation’s goals in space. 
Under this type of organizational 
structure, the Government's space 
management team can focus on install- 
ing best engineering and acquisition 
practices, including early systems en- 
gineering and cost estimating. I am not 
sure I agree yet with this recommenda- 
tion, but I think it does warrant seri- 
ous consideration by the Congress. 

It is true that the continual problem 
of space acquisition program delays, 
cost overruns, and cancellations has 
drained resources and caused America 
to rely heavily on satellite constella- 
tions that have matured beyond their 
original design lives. This is simply un- 
acceptable, and I think the panel is 
correct when they say that small modi- 
fications to the status quo, which have 
been proposed time and again in the 
past, are not enough. A new and inno- 
vative organizational structure is а 
good idea, but the details of the panel’s 
third recommendation need to be vet- 
ted before I can lend my full support. 

Finally, the panel suggests that the 
intelligence community and each of 
the military branches adopt and exe- 
cute strategies for identifying, select- 
ing, educating, training, and managing 
a sufficient number of Government ex- 
perts and professionals to support the 
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country's space acquisition obliga- 
tions. The careers of these space acqui- 
sition and technical professionals 
Should be designed and administered so 
that they can provide continuity for 
the execution of long-term projects, 
while remaining eligible and competi- 
tive for career advancement. 

It is unrealistic to expect that we can 
modernize our space strategy and suc- 
ceed in developing complex space sys- 
tems without enough technically capa- 
ble and sufficiently experienced Gov- 
ernment scientists, engineers, and ac- 
quisition experts that are immersed in 
the space arena and assigned to see 
projects through to completion. These 
types of professionals are critical to 
the success of our future endeavors in 
space. 

Throughout my time in the Congress 
I have fully supported science-related 
education. This support includes space, 
defense, and national security studies 
as well. For example, I have supported 
funding requests for the Center for 
Space and Defense Studies at the U.S. 
Air Force Academy. The mission of 
this center is to build and define space 
policy studies curriculum for the un- 
dergraduate cadets. I have long sup- 
ported the Center for Geosciences and 
Atmospheric Research at my alma 
mater, Colorado State University. This 
center is a national resource for the 
Department of Defense in the areas of 
atmospheric and hydrologic research, 
which are both critical to our national 
security. 

America needs more engineers, physi- 
cists, rocket scientists, mathemati- 
cians, and the like. We need them now 
and in the coming decades more than 
we ever have in the past. The future of 
our national security and defense capa- 
bilities rests with our ability to re- 
cruit, train, and equip more and more 
Americans with the critical knowledge 
and know-how of the hard sciences. 
The first step is making this type of 
education a top national priority, and 
it is my hope that America’s future 
leaders will do so. 

Mr. President, I appreciate all four 
and fully support three of the panel’s 
suggestions for the improvement of our 
national space strategy. In my opinion, 
if we fail to act on these recommenda- 
tions, we face the possibility that our 
preeminence in space will erode to the 
point at which we will no longer enjoy 
a significant competitive national se- 
curity advantage in an all-important 
global arena. 

Along with the American people, I 
am indebted to the panel for their hard 
and thoughtful work on this study. 
Their discoveries and suggestions for 
improvement are invaluable. It is my 
hope that the next Congress and the 
next administration will take a serious 
look at this study and craft an aggres- 
sive and coherent strategy for Amer- 
ica’s future presence in space. 
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COLORADO DRUG INVESTIGATORS 
ASSOCIATION 


Mr. ALLARD. Mr, President, 
throughout the past 3 years the Colo- 
rado Drug Investigators Association, 
DIA, has united peace officers and 
other professionals who share à com- 
mon interest in illegal and illicit drug 
enforcement. Through the leadership of 
State president Ernest Martinez, State 
vice president, Jerry Peters, regional 
vice presidents David Arcady, Rick 
Needham, Brian Roman, Rob Pride, 
Kevin Hathaway, at-large members 
Janelle Crain, Mechele Berge, Sandra 
Evans, Rick Millwright, Gary Graham, 
Kelly Horton, Jim Welton, Francis 
Gonzales, and Ron Hollingshead, the 
Colorado Drug Investigators Associa- 
tion continues to unite into one orga- 
nization all Colorado peace officers and 
individuals committed to protecting 
the State from all drug-related crime. 
This organization provides comprehen- 
sive counternarcotics training for all 
members in all aspects of drug enforce- 
ment and continues to educate and rec- 
ommend legislation favorable to effec- 
tive drug enforcement in Colorado. It 
recognizes the critical importance of 
information exchange and actively fa- 
cilitates this communication between 
members of the association on the 
movements of drug violators and new 
and innovative techniques used by ei- 
ther the criminals or law enforcement. 

In addition, the Colorado Drug Inves- 
tigators Association, through cultural, 
legislative, political, fraternal, edu- 
cational, charitable, welfare and social 
activities, fosters an atmosphere of co- 
operation and information sharing 
among all law enforcement in Colo- 
rado, private industry and the public. I 
believe the CDIA represents a valuable 
tool in the fight against drug-related 
crime and express my appreciation to 
all association members for their com- 
mitment to the safety and security for 
the citizens of Colorado. 


EE 
LABOR DAY 


Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, 
Labor Day is our opportunity to cele- 
brate the millions of American workers 
who have given, and continue to give, 
so much of themselves to make our Na- 
tion great. Iam happy to have had the 
opportunity to celebrate this Labor 
Day in Racine, WV, with many old 
friends. Today, on the holiday espe- 
cially devoted to the social and eco- 
nomic achievements of the American 
workforce. I would like to thank all of 
the miners, teachers, nurses, service 
technicians, firefighters, police, repair- 
men, and all those who dedicate their 
lives to making their communities and 
their country a better place. As sum- 
mer is winding down and children are 
preparing to go back to school, we 
should all take a moment to appreciate 
what working Americans do for us. 

Honest, hard-working people, with 
the core American values of faith and 
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family, are what make West Virginia 
such a wonderful place to live and call 
home. Miners work long shifts, miles 
under the ground, often in tight spaces 
with frigid water up to their knees, to 
get the coal that provides 50 percent of 
our Nation’s electricity. Yet people 
rarely think of that when they flip on 
the light switch. Teachers spend much 
of their own personal time preparing 
lesson plans and finding creative ways 
to teach our next generation. They al- 
ways go above and beyond the call of 
duty for their students. Those in public 
service work day in and day out to get 
Social Security checks processed and 
in the mail on time, to manage tax re- 
turns, or to deliver basic health serv- 
ices to our citizens. I applaud each and 
every one of these Americans. 

I am glad Congress succeeded, fi- 
nally, this year in raising the min- 
imum wage to $6.55, to help our work- 
ing families. Increasing the minimum 
wage so it is a living wage is something 
I have advocated since 1998, and now all 
of our workers will get the increase 
they need and deserve to help make 
ends meet in this struggling economy. 
This Labor Day I am especially aware 
of the need to change the direction of 
our country and that has to start with 
turning around our economy. It is un- 
fair for hard-working Americans to 
have to deal with stagnant wages and 
rising costs for gas, food, and health 
care with no help. The minimum wage 
will continue to rise until it reaches 
$7.25 in 2009. 

These workers are the heart and soul 
of West Virginia. Opportunities do not 
come easily to them. They work hard 
every day to get the things they need 
for their families—gas, school supplies, 
and maybe new sneakers or a pair of 
jeans for the next school year. Before 
the rise of unions, we did not enjoy a 
40-hour work week, the benefits of So- 
cial Security, or the right to organize. 
But West Virginians always fought for 
the American dream. They have a high 
regard for quality and strive for excel- 
lence in everything that they do. In an 
unfortunate Forbes survey, West Vir- 
ginia was listed as one of the least de- 
sirable states in which to do business. 
But that is only because some compa- 
nies do not yet know the men and 
women that make up West Virginia’s 
workforce; they do not realize that 
West Virginia’s future and potential is 
about more than just coal. They do not 
see the small business owners, the 
nurses and doctors, the educators, the 
entrepreneurs, the manufacturers, and 
artists who keep our State moving and 
make it so special. They must not have 
heard that companies from all over the 
world such as DuPont, Union Carbide, 
and Phone Poulenc have put plants in 
West Virginia and tapped into our dedi- 
cated work force. Northrop Grumman, 
MPL Corporation, Orrick, Herrington, 
and Sutcliffe, that’s the real West Vir- 
ginia—with a bright future fueled by 
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all its abundant resources, the most 
precious of which are the men and 
women of our workforce. Our Toyota 
plant is the fastest growing plant in 
the history of Toyota Motor Company. 
It has been named the plant with the 
most productive workers in all of 
North America 5 years in a row. This is 
a testament to West Virginia employ- 
ees’ unmatched work ethic. 

As we celebrate Labor Day, we need 
to remember that it is the commit- 
ment and diligence of our workers that 
makes us great. We as West Virginians 
are fighters, always have been, always 
will be, but even fighters need a day 
off. West Virginians have earned a day 
of rest. 


ES 


TRIBUTE TO BRENDAN O’CONNOR 


Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, as we 
continue to debate national strategy 
and the way ahead in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan, there is one thing that is not de- 
batable, and that is the courage and 
valor of our troops. Today, I wish to 
honor one of those brave troops, MSgt 
Brendan O'Connor, à medic in the Spe- 
cial Forces of the U.S. Army. 

Master Sergeant O'Connor distin- 
guished himself by extraordinary her- 
oism in action during a fierce battle in 
Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, when 
his small detachment engaged an esti- 
mated 200 Taliban fighters on June 24, 
2006. For his heroism, Master Sergeant 
O'Connor, who held the rank of ser- 
geant first class at the time of the bat- 
tle, was honored with the Nation's sec- 
ond highest award for valor, the Distin- 
guished Service Cross. 

After awarding the Distinguished 
Service Cross to Brendan, ADM Eric 
Olson, the head of U.S. Special Oper- 
ations Command, hailed the contribu- 
tions of the Army's Special Forces and 
said, Master Sergeant Brendan O'Con- 
nor exemplifies the spirit of these war- 
riors." 

Leading а quick reaction force during 
а, mission against Taliban leaders, Mas- 
ter Sergeant O'Connor and his team 
found themselves outnumbered and 
surrounded by hundreds of "Taliban 
fighters in one of the most hotly con- 
tested areas of Afghanistan. After 
calmly maneuvering his force through 
enemy Taliban positions, Master Ser- 
geant O’Connor crawled over 150 yards 
alone through enemy machine-gun fire 
across an open field to rescue two 
wounded comrades. Rallying and moti- 
vating his severely outnumbered team 
throughout a day-long battle, he saved 
the lives of 21 soldiers and prevented 
his detachment’s destruction while in- 
flicting heavy casualties on the enemy. 

The heroism of Brendan O’Connor 
and his team in Afghanistan received 
national media attention on the CBS 
News program ‘60 Minutes," which 
aired a segment on April 20 of this 
year, “Ambush in Afghanistan." 

Brendan O’Connor comes from a long 
and distinguished family history of 
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military service to our Nation, with 

deep roots in the U.S. Army and at 

West Point. Brendan's father, LTC 

Mortimer O'Connor, who graduated 

from West Point in 1953, was killed in 

action in Vietnam in 1968 while leading 
men into battle as commander of the 
lst Battalion, 2nd Infantry, in the 
famed ‘‘Big Red One," the oldest con- 

tinuously serving division in the U.S. 

Army. 

A true *warrior-poet", Mort O'Con- 
nor was not only decorated several 
times for valor on the battlefield, but 
taught English at West Point and 
earned a graduate degree in English lit- 
erature from the University of Penn- 
Sylvania. A remembrance of Mort 
O'Connor in а March 1978 West Point 
Alumni publication recalled his spirit 
on the athletic fields as à young cadet: 

When victorious he would exultantly claim 
to be descended from ancient Irish warrior 
kings. And it may be true, for he had in him 
a wild romanticism, a tragic lilt of heart, 
which only the Irish have. 

Brendan O’Connor’s grandfather, and 
Mort O'Connor's father, was BG Wil- 
lam “Bill” O'Connor, a graduate of 
West Point in 1924. Bill O'Connor 
Served in Europe in World War II, in- 
cluding in the Battle of the Bulge. 

And three of Brendan's great-uncles 
followed their brother Bill to West 
Point—Richard O'Connor in the Class 
of 1926, George Brendan O'Connor in 
the Class of 1936, and Roderic O'Connor 
in the Class of 1941. 

Today, the O'Connor family tradition 
of military service continues with the 
next generation. Attending his Distin- 
guished Service Cross award ceremony 
on April 30th were two of Brendan's 
cousins, Brian O'Connor, who is now at 
the Air Force Academy, and Rory 
O'Connor, who is now at West Point. 

We are grateful to families such as 
the O'Connors, who for generations 
have answered the Nation's call and 
worn the uniform with such courage 
and distinction. There is no finer exam- 
ple of this tradition than MSgt 
Brendan O'Connor and his heroic ac- 
tion in Afghanistan. I ask unanimous 
consent to have the full text of his Dis- 
tinguished Service Cross citation, as 
well as the narrative that accompanies 
the award, printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS TO SERGEANT 
FIRST CLASS BRENDAN W. O'CONNOR 
For extraordinary heroism in combat as 

the senior Medical Sergeant for Special 

Forces Operational Detachment Alpha-765 in 

support of Operation Enduring Freedom in 

Panjwai District, Kandahar Province, Af- 

ghanistan. On 24 June 2006, during Operation 

Kaika, Sergeant O’Connor led a quick reac- 

tion force to reinforce a surrounded patrol 

and to rescue two wounded comrades. He ma- 
neuvered his force through Taliban positions 
and crawled alone, under enemy machinegun 
fire to reach the wounded soldiers. He pro- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


vided medical care, while exposed to heavy 
volumes of Taliban fire, then carried one of 
the wounded 150 meters across open ground 
to an area of temporary cover. He climbed 
over a wall three times, in plain view of the 
enemy, to assist the wounded soldiers to 
cover while bullets pounded the structure 
around him. Sergeant O’Connor assumed du- 
ties as the detachment operations Sergeant 
and led the consolidation of three friendly 
elements, each surrounded, isolated, and re- 
ceiving fire from all directions. His remark- 
able actions are in keeping with the highest 
traditions of military heroism and reflect 
distinct credit upon himself, the Combined 

Special Operations Task Force-Afghanistan, 

Special Operations Command-Central, and 

the United States Army. 

NARRATIVE TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF THE 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS TO SERGEANT 
FIRST CLASS BRENDAN W. O’CONNOR 
Sergeant First Class Brendan W. O’Connor, 

United States Army, distinguished himself 

by extraordinary heroism in action as the 

Senior Medical Sergeant for Special Forces 

Operational Detachment Alpha-765 in sup- 

port of Operation ENDURING FREEDOM. On 

24 June 2006, while conducting Operation 

KAIKA, a cordon and search mission to cap- 

ture or kill Taliban leadership in Pashmul, 

Panjwai District, Kandahar Province, Af- 

ghanistan, the detachment became engaged 

with an estimated 200 Taliban fighters. MSG 

Thomas Maholic led a patrol from the de- 

tachment’s perimeter to secure a compound 

situated on key terrain. As the assault 
began, a large Taliban force counter- 
attacked, flooded the battlefield, and imme- 
diately separated the assault element from 

SSG Matthew Binney’s support by fire posi- 

tion, creating two distinct detachment ele- 

ments outside the perimeter, each isolated, 
surrounded, and receiving enemy fire from 
all directions. SSG Binney and SGT Joseph 

Feurst were seriously wounded at the sup- 

port by fire position. SFC O’Connor volun- 

teered to lead a quick reaction force to rein- 
force MSG Maholic in the compound, and re- 
cover the two wounded soldiers. SFC O’Con- 
nor departed the detachment’s perimeter 
under heavy enemy fire, with SFC Mishra, 
eight Afghan soldiers and an interpreter. By 
employing fire and maneuver, SFC O’Connor 
destroyed an enemy machinegun position, 
broke out from the encircled patrol base, and 
evaded enemy fighters that were now swarm- 
ing toward the compound. After link-up with 
MSG Maholic, SFC O’Connor was directed 
toward the support-by-fire position. He led 
his small relief force along a wall that pro- 
vided cover from the heavy volume of ma- 
chinegun and rocket-propelled grenade fire, 
as they evaded attackers and broke out from 
the encircled compound. At the end of the 
wall, he encountered an open field, 80 meters 
across to a small building, which was the 
next available covered position. The flat 
field was covered by enemy grazing fire from 
three directions. He established a support- 
by-fire position to suppress enemy machine- 
gun fire and began to crawl, alone, across the 
field, leaving a third isolated element amid 
the chaos of the battlefield. Afghan soldiers 
attempted to follow him but turned back 
under the extraordinary volume of fire. As 
bullets impacted all around him and cut the 
grass directly over his body, he quickly real- 
ized that his cumbersome load was creating 
too large a target for the enemy. He returned 
to the cover of the wall and removed his 
body armor and assault pack. Informed that 

Apache gunships were en route to strafe the 

area he was attempting to crawl through, 

SFC O’Connor attached an orange panel to 
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his back in order to mark himself as a 
friendly element to the pilots. Without hesi- 
tation he immediately resumed crawling the 
80 meters across the field, in plain sight of 
the enemy, toward his two wounded com- 
rades. He moved slowly, just inches below 
the enemy fire, miraculously escaping injury 
from hundreds of Taliban machinegun 
rounds. He jumped over a wall into a vine- 
yard and moved forward along mounds of 
dirt, with bullets impacting all around him 
each time he exposed himself. He continued 
moving alone, for 150 meters, yelling for SSG 
Binney. Once again, he evaded enemy fight- 
ers that were as near as 3 meters, and were 
firing over a wall and shouting insults and 
threats at the surrounded position, and made 
contact with his wounded teammates. SFC 
O’Connor fought with his personal weapon, 
performed life-saving measures on the two 
wounded soldiers in the open, exposed to 
enemy fire, shielding the casualties from de- 
bris and shrapnel with his own body, and 
gave instructions to begin the evacuation. 
As an Afghan soldier assisted SSG Binney, 
SFC O’Connor picked up SGT Feurst and 
began carrying him, unassisted, back to the 
cover of the small building 150 meters away. 
He dodged rocket-propelled grenade and ma- 
chinegun fire, while methodically maneu- 
vering from one covered position to another, 
without the benefit of his protective body 
armor, carrying the unconscious SGT 
Feurst. He climbed over a two meter high 
wall, into the building, as bullets pounded 
the wall all around him. The frightened Af- 
ghan soldiers were unable to assist in lifting 
SGT Feurst over the wall, which required 
SFC O’Connor to climb back over the wall in 
the face of heavy, accurate, enemy fire. He 
lifted and pushed SGT Feurst over the wall, 
assisted SSG Binney over by offering his own 
body as step, and climbed over a third time 
himself, while a storm of bullets began dis- 
integrating the structure around him. As 
Apache gunships suppressed the enemy, SFC 
O’Connor led the group from the surrounded 
building, while still under fire, back toward 
the quick reaction force. He then led his en- 
tire force back toward MSG Maholic’s com- 
pound. He engaged enemy fighters and broke 
through to link up with the last of the iso- 
lated elements. Inside the compound, he 
learned that MSG Maholic had been killed. 
SFC O’Connor assumed duties as Detach- 
ment Operations Sergeant and continued co- 
ordinating the defense of the compound 
against renewed Taliban attacks. He super- 
vised all medical treatment of the casual- 
ties, coordinated the medical evacuation 
flight and organized the movement of ammu- 
nition from the resupply aircraft. After 
nightfall, under SFC O’Connor’s leadership, 
the group broke out once again from their 
isolated location and moved undetected 
through Taliban positions to reunite all 
friendly elements at the detachment’s patrol 
base. SFC O’Connor’s extraordinary actions, 
performed at tremendous risk of life, suc- 
cessfully rescued two wounded comrades, 
saved the lives of 21 soldiers, and prevented 
his detachment’s destruction. He consoli- 
dated four friendly elements, each isolated 
and surrounded by an aggressive, numeri- 
cally superior, and well armed enemy force 
during the confusion of combat, and brought 
all soldiers to safety. The heroic accomplish- 
ments of Sergeant First Class Brendan W. 
O’Connor reflect great credit upon himself, 
the Combined Joint Special Operations Task 
Force-Afghanistan, Special Operations Com- 
mand-Central, and the United States Army. 
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TRIBUTE TO LINDA LONG 


Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, I 
wish to recognize a former staffer, 
Linda K. Long, for her wonderful con- 
tributions to my office and to the 
State of Tennessee. 

Linda began her career with Senator 
Fred Thompson in 1995 and joined my 
Staff on January 21, 2008, where she 
Soon distinguished herself as one of the 
best constituent services representa- 
tives in the State of Tennessee. 

Linda was а wealth of knowledge 
when it came to working with con- 
stituents and their problems. Although 
She took а very “по nonsense" ap- 
proach to her job, she was very com- 
passionate and always made time to 
listen to constituents and console them 
even if she could not help them with 
their issue. 

Linda is loved and respected by peo- 
ple throughout west Tennessee. In fact, 
She served two terms on the Madison 
County Commission from 1994 to 2002. 
There is no doubt that Linda went 
above and beyond to help all constitu- 
ents. She was tough, but fair, and al- 
ways had time for anyone who asked 
for assistance through my office. Linda 
retired on February 29, 2008, and we 
miss her already. 


EE 


IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 


Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect- 
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and 
touching. While energy prices have 
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns 
expressed from June remain very rel- 
evant. To respect the efforts of those 
who took the opportunity to share 
their thoughts, I am submitting every 
e-mail sent to me through an address 
set up specifically for this purpose to 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. This is not 
an issue that will be easily resolved, 
but it is one that deserves immediate 
and serious attention, and Idahoans de- 
serve to be heard. Their stories not 
only detail their struggles to meet ev- 
eryday expenses, but also have sugges- 
tions and recommendations as to what 
Congress can do now to tackle this 
problem and find solutions that last be- 
yond today. I ask unanimous consent 
to have today’s letters printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

I was/am in full support of your GPRA En- 
ergy Legislation. You were right on. Please 
continue to fight for energy independence for 
Idaho and the U.S. This is essential to our 
national security and prosperity. It is never 
too late to do the right thing (even if we 
should have done it ten years ago). Please 
Keep the pressure to allow Congress to vote 
on crucial energy legislation. We deserve to 
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know how our Congress stands/votes on im- 
portant issues like this. I am also in favor of 
the President calling an emergency session 
of Congress to pass energy legislation. It is 
that important. 

Drill here, drill now, pay less. 

TERESA, Twin Falls. 

Since July 11, [2008,] crude oil prices have 
declined over 16% yet gasoline prices at the 
pump have remained steady. When is Con- 
gress going to start putting real pressure on 
the oil companies to stop gouging the Amer- 
ican consumer? If Congress wants to turn the 
economy around, then start by addressing 
energy prices. The oil companies raised gas 
prices as crude oil prices escalated but there 
is no indication that the reverse is true as 
crude prices continue to come down. Enough 
is enough. 

GALYN. 

You have expressed a desire to hear of our 
experiences and hardships with the rise in 
gasoline prices. I have a daily routine when 
I get to work. I get online and check for re- 
cent news on gasoline prices and so forth. 
The next thing I do is check on local gas 
prices by utilizing Mapquest.com. It is se- 
verely disappointing to see that our eastern 
Idaho gasoline prices have stabilized at $4.12 
a gallon when the national average is below 
$3.90 a gallon, according to a recent 
yahoo.com article. Be that as it may, $3.90 is 
still a harsh amount. This has become a pain 
not only economically but domestically as 
well. Between my wife and I for the last 
month and a half, there has been strife about 
our finances and being able to afford the 
next meal, the bills, and all that we wish we 
could do to make an advance in finances. 
Colleagues and friends would argue the same 
domestic problems. So you see that this 
problem is not only hurting America eco- 
nomically but socially as well. 

I have done my part in decreasing the 
amount I drive and the amount of times I fill 
up on gasoline but this can only go so far. I 
bought a scooter back in June just before 
gasoline prices hit $120 a gallon and it has 
saved a percentage of what we would have 
spent on filling our car. Americans are aware 
of the problem and doing what they can with 
reservation to consequences that may arise 
in their conservation efforts. The question is 
not ‘‘what should Americans do to avoid the 
high prices in gasoline?’’, rather; the ques- 
tion is ‘‘Why is the American government 
not making a reasonable effort to free its 
people from economic desperation?” 

Start drilling now; let us build up a reserve 
and release the current one, let us start 
looking for alternatives and renewables. Our 
understanding will progress as the science 
behind these progresses. 

Sincerely, 

MICHAEL, Rexburg. 

Since I do not have unlimited income (I am 
an underpaid Idaho teacher), or someone 
paying my fuel bills, the rising cost of gas 
and diesel is taking spending money out of 
our pockets and into our tanks since we need 
to drive to perform many daily activities. 
We also spend less at other retailers since 
the money went for fuel. We also get less for 
the same dollar at the store since the price 
of goods has gone up due to the rising costs 
of shipping using diesel fuel which is the 
most expensive and should be the cheapest 
since it costs less to make and comes off 
first in the processing of crude oil to fuel. 
When we spend less the retailers get less and 
it becomes a vicious circle. Let us start 
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using our own oil and uncap the wells in our 
country just sitting there. The wildlife will 
be just fine in Alaska and elsewhere as long 
as we are careful while drilling and trans- 
porting the oil. We need to quit fueling the 
Arab terrorist groups by buying their oil at 
inflated prices or at all. Do not tell me the 
Saudis are our friends. The only thing they 
like about us is our money. 
MEL, Post Falls. 

Why do not the forces to be work together 
to get this solved—or is there no representa- 
tion for improving the energy quantity? 

JIM. 

We received an email at work stating that 
you would like to know how we felt about 
high energy prices, along with ideas on how 
to improve the situation. The energy prices 
are a nuisance to me. I can handle the $50 per 
week it takes me to get to and from work. 
What concerns me are my neighbors who 
may be on the edge, or who need gasoline to 
make a living (trucking, farming, construc- 
tion). 

To me the solution seems simple. Increase 
the supply. Let us drill in ANWR. A vast ma- 
jority of Alaskans favor the proposition. We 
could do so in an environmentally respon- 
sible way. Let us drill in the area between 50 
miles and 200 miles off the coast in those 
areas where the population is for it. I under- 
stand in Virginia, most are in favor of it. I 
understand that we are the only country 
that prevents its people from doing this. 
And, by the way, why have not we opened a 
refinery in the last 25 years? Many say that 
even if we drill in ANWR, we will not see any 
oil for 10 years. That may be, but if we had 
acted 10 years ago, we would be reaping the 
benefits of it now. Besides, that might con- 
vince foreign countries who have raised their 
prices so much that we are serious about 
using our own resources and it may convince 
them it is time to lower prices. The solution 
to energy problems is going to take leader- 
ship, not short-sighted thinking. 

Also, we need to start building power 
plants powered by nuclear energy. A power 
plant that uses petroleum for its power 
source should no longer be allowed to be 
built. We can no longer afford to waste pe- 
troleum like that, nor should we pollute the 
air with those wastes, when we can capture 
and process all nuclear wastes safely. 

Of course we can use solar energy includ- 
ing wind where feasible, but that will not 
solve our energy needs in the future. 

We should also not use crops that we need 
for our food supply to produce ethanol, espe- 
cially when it takes more energy to produce 
the ethanol that we receive from the result- 
ing fuel. No wonder food prices are through 
the roof. 

Some want to blame oil companies for 
making excessive profits. A profit of 6 to 8% 
does not seem excessive to me. When did it 
become illegal to make a profit in this coun- 
try? Higher taxes will not lower the price of 
gasoline. Let us level the playing field and 
remove excessive regulations. Sure, global 
warming is taking place, but we are not the 
cause of that. It has to do with solar cycles. 
Spend a winter in Idaho if you want to see 
global warming at work. The farmers I know 
had to plant late this season because their 
fields were covered with snow. The tempera- 
ture in the world decreased last year. It did 
not increase. Global warming is not the 
problem. High energy prices are crippling 
the economy. The polar bear population has 
increased, not decreased. We are being sold a 
bill of goods that we cannot afford to buy. 
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I know that the liberals are against every- 
thing I have proposed. We are opposed to 
their supposed solution of raising taxes. So 
does that mean that we have a stalemate and 
nothing is going to be done? We need leader- 
Ship. 

NORMAN, Idaho Falls. 

I own a small 5-employee, garbage com- 
pany that services the cities of Kuna and 
Melba and indeed the recent run up in diesel 
prices from $3/gallon to the current $4/gallon 
in the last ten months has been a major im- 
pact on my business of transporting solid 
waste for my small communities. I have seen 
my fuel bill increase by nearly $4,000/month, 
a 63% increase in that time frame. 

As difficult as that is for me, the run up in 
prices has had a major impact on my em- 
ployees and their ability to come to work 
and this is so true for all of Idaho’s employ- 
ees, particularly those on the very bottom of 
the economic scale of which there are too 
many in Idaho. 

I could go on longer, but you know the im- 
pact. More importantly, I think you need to 
hear from your constituents regarding the 
solutions. We need а  Manhattan-style 
project to electrify our transportation sector 
of this country. We need tax incentives for 
production and purchase of electric vehicles. 

We need tax incentives for wind, solar, 
lithium ion batteries and electric motors 
(retrofitting out current gas fleet with elec- 
tric drive trains will provide a sustainable 
new job creation and a finance business 
model that will be a boon to our poor, who 
are being priced out of transportation, and 
this will be paid for from displaced fuel dol- 
lars from foreign oil purchases). We need to 
re-industrialize the USA to create high pay- 
ing jobs in the energy sector that will give 
us sustainable energy so we can get out of 
our many oil entanglements throughout the 
world. 

Our nation mobilized itself to re-tool its 
whole industrial base during WWII to create 
a war machine, plus provide all the oil need- 
ed to win that war in the short span of 46 
years. In the same short time frame we have 
bankrupted ourselves in this senseless oil 
war in Iraq. We need to understand that we 
need to get off of fossil fuels. 

We can and we have to do better. The coun- 
try needs strong leadership and I have 
watched you, you are a person of integrity. 
You can give us the leadership, even though 
it will not be the party line. I pray you have 
the courage to make a difference. 

The American public deserves a choice to 
our energy needs and tax incentives for solar 
and wind energy for our homes, will take us 
in that direction. I know this is not con- 
sistent with the Big Business energy and 
automobile business model, but I think they 
do not see the wisdom of making hard 
changes, tough choices and creating our own 
energy future. 

The whole period of deregulation we have 
just gone through has not been healthy for 
our country. Deregulation, from Enron to 
sub-prime lending is bankrupting our coun- 
try. For the past 60 years the housing mar- 
ket has been stable and predictable. Deregu- 
lation has been regulation for the wealthy 
and well-positioned. We cannot continue to 
steal the hope for the middle class on the 
back of the rich. 

There have been two major fallacies foist- 
ed on the American public. One is that tax 
cuts will stimulate jobs and drilling oil will 
reduce gas prices. The wealthy citizens of 
our country and the oil companies can be 
multi-national citizens and their allegiances 
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are to their own wealth accumulation, just a 
factor of human nature. 

We do not have nationalized oil, therefore 
oil drilling will benefit the oil companies and 
the highest bidders in the world market, yet 
the American public is led to believe, oil 
drilling will have an appreciable impact on 
our local gas prices, but indeed the nations 
with more wealth, able to bid and buy the 
commodity will benefit. We are a debtor na- 
tion, unlike China. Producing our own 
source of energy is critical to changing that 
reality. 

Tax cuts given to the wealthiest of our na- 
tion, without a requirement that those tax 
cuts be re-invested in the USA leaves those 
individuals the option to take those tax cuts 
and invest them in the country of their 
choice, wherever they can get the best re- 
turn, again leaving the human instinct of 
wealth accumulation to play out. 

If we invest our tax cuts, in our own coun- 
try and our own energy interests, that will 
create local high paying jobs, we will be in- 
vesting in our own future, taking us out of 
the status of debtor nation. 

By the way, I, as well as Warren Buffet, am 
in the tax bracket that was advantaged by 
the big tax cuts, and I and Warren Buffet 
have both felt we would be glad to forego 
those tax cuts for a strong economy. 

Again, I ask that you have the courage to 
engage with any in congress, in a bipartisan 
way, who is of a like mind to take us to en- 
ergy freedom. Jay Inslee the representative 
from Washington State is a great proponent 
of energy issues and a person like you, who 
is a person of integrity. I pray that our rep- 
resentatives in Washington will have the 
sense of urgency required to take the bold 
steps needed for the American People. 

As well, I might suggest, your staff get the 
hearing minutes from a Senate hearing held 
this week on the energy grid where T. Boone 
Pickens gave testimony where he stated ‘‘we 
cannot drill our way out of our current en- 
ergy crisis" proposing wind energy as a 
major part of the solution. It was a very en- 
lightening hearing. 

Thank you for your concern for the plight 
of your constituents. 

TIM, Kuna. 

As a person living on a fixed income, I find 
that the soaring costs of energy in all forms 
are creating a considerable burden on me. 
With gas at $4 per gallon, the cost of every- 
thing is sky rocketing. 

The U.S. is being held hostage by two bit 
dictators in the energy market. And it is un- 
necessary. We are a country that put a man 
on the moon over forty years ago, yet we 
have not found ways of using our abundant 
coal resources in an environmentally safe 
manner, and I am not seeing anything being 
done about it. Why? 

We spend hundreds of billions on foreign 
oil imports yet we allow a few vocal nuts to 
keep us from developing our own resources. 
We must tap the oil in the Alaska Wildlife 
Reserve. Contrary to their claims, oil pro- 
duction and wildlife are not incompatible. 
The noise and bustle of drilling will cause 
the animals to leave temporarily, after the 
drillers leave and the pumps and pipelines 
are in place they will return. 

We are often told that the lack of refinery 
capacity is also a cause of high gas prices. 
How many new refineries are currently 
under construction? How many are planned? 
When was the last completed? 

ALFRED, Twin Falls. 

I wrote a response to your email about en- 

ergy yesterday and as I sat here another 
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issue presented itself to me. This is on a 
community level. My wife and I (with bad 
forethought) bought The Roxy Theatre in 
Cascade. I say the above because now many 
people do not have the extra money to spend 
seeing movies or plays or concerts. Now after 
two years, seeing my available credit shrink, 
and energy costs of my theatre go up, I am 
looking at hard choices. I have chosen not to 
hire employees back. This further hurts the 
overall economy as there are 4 people who 
now have to find jobs. I have tried, but I can- 
not find a way to end this bleeding. The 
power company asked and got two very large 
rate hikes. Why are we spending almost 2/3 of 
all the fuel refined in the USA making power 
for the grids? We have been cut in the heel 
by a very small but loud group of people who 
say we should have no more reactors in the 
USA. Enough—the good of the few do not 
outweigh the good of the many. We have al- 
ways been a nation formed on that. From my 
grandfather to my dad to my service in the 
military, I know that. I have served for the 
good of the many. I am still a police officer 
for the good of the many. It is sure not for 
the pay. I read bills all of the time that you 
all are debating on the Hill. I laugh; we 
spend millions of bucks to help out some per- 
forming arts center in New York. I provide 
the same arts to Americans too. I guess we 
are too small in Idaho or Cascade, I should 
say. We could all sit around and cry the 
blues, but nothing gets done. I put on my 
uniform 4 days a week and my theatre 
clothes 7 days a week, 364 days a year. I do 
this because it is for the good of the many. 
{I think earmarks should be allowed for 
projects that provide for the good of the 
many and my theatre would qualify for as- 
sistance.] You, sir, are elected to serve. I 
hear it just as much as you do. I do not mean 
that Iam your boss. I mean we put you there 
because we feel you can fix it. I feel, given 
the responses you have seen, that Idaho’s 
gems have given you the ways to fix the 
problems you asked about. We have to all 
give something up. Again, I have not asked 
you to put me on a spending bill for aid to 
my 1939 theatre that I am sure will not make 
it through the year. The small business will 
not make it that long. When something big 
happens to this country, everyone asks for 
federal aid. Major snowstorms happen here, 
and it is not even reported. Four inches of 
snow in Florida and every news channel is 
calling it a disaster. We want this fixed be- 
fore there is not debate about it. . . It will 
be a disaster that no one will have thought 
could happen. Many politicians say all of the 
time small business is the backbone of the 
USA. We are all hurting in this town. We are 
all getting close to going under. No joke, 
соте up here, I will buy you a movie. I'll 
show you around like when the mill closed in 
2000. We are on the threshold of something 
very bad. Thanks for your time, I know like 
me you do not have much to spare. 
JASON, Cascade. 


— к 


PAYMENTS TO RADIO HOST 


Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, sev- 
eral years ago, I started looking at the 
financial relationships between physi- 
cians and drug companies. I am doing 
this because I am concerned that there 
is very little transparency on this 
issue. I have also learned that the little 
transparency that does exist is not 
being enforced or is being enforced in- 
consistently. 

For instance, the National Institutes 
of Health requires researchers to report 
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outside payments to their institution if 
they receive a grant from the NIH. But 
I have learned that some researchers 
are failing to properly report this 
money. 

Recently, I examined payments from 
pharmaceutical companies to a pro- 
fessor of psychiatry at the University 
of Cincinnati. I found out that she was 
not reporting tens of thousand of dol- 
lars in outside income. 

I then looked at а group of the 
world's most prominent child psychia- 
trists, in particular, three researchers 
at Harvard who have taken millions of 
dollars from the drug companies. These 
doctors are funded by several NIH 
grants, but they were not reporting all 
of their money from the drug compa- 
nies as required by NIH regulations. 

I then discovered a department chair- 
man at Stanford who founded a com- 
pany that was seeking approval from 
the Food and Drug Administration to 
market a drug for depression. The NIH 
is funding some research on this drug 
which was being led by this same Stan- 
ford scientist. Because there were some 
obvious conflicts with this situation, 
the NIH recently forced Stanford to 
pull this professor off the grant. 

I also sent letters to the University 
of Texas and Emory University about 
researchers at their institutions. 

I would now like to discuss another 
troubling aspect about the lack of fi- 
nancial transparency in medicine. 

“The Infinite Mind" is a radio show 
that is independently produced but 
runs on over 300 public radio stations. 
It is possibly the most authoritative 
program on psychology and neuro- 
science in America. This show has won 
over 60 journalism awards. According 
to a biography of the show’s host, it 
has an audience of over half a million 
people. 

Back in my home State of Iowa, 
“The Infinite Mind" is broadcast on 
most Sundays, early in the evening. 
My guess is that thousands of Iowans 
tune in. According to its own website, 
“The Infinite Mind" prides itself on its 
"independence." But there may be 
some problems with their financial 
transparency. 

Last May, а couple of reporters for а 
news site called ‘‘Slate’’ wrote about 
an episode of ‘‘The Infinite Mind" 
called Prozac Nation: Revisited. During 
this episode, three guests on the show 
discussed problems with 
antidepressants. After listening to a re- 
cording of the show, it appeared to me 
that the real effect of this particular 
episode was to undercut any criticism 
that antidepressants might be linked 
to an increased risk of suicide. This is 
an issue I tackled а few years back. 

Maybe these three guests felt that 
there really is no problem with 
antidepressants. But а large number of 
experts believe that antidepressants 
may be associated with an increased 
risk of suicide, particularly in kids. In 
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fact, last March, two months before 
this show aired, Britain's Medicines 
and Healthcare Regulatory Authority 
MHRA, concluded à 4 year investiga- 
tion of the antidepressant, Paxil. That 
report found that GSK had been aware 
since 1998 that Paxil was associated 
with a higher risk of suicidal behavior 
in adolescents. 

Now don't get me wrong, experts on 
public radio have a right to express 
their own opinions. However, I am con- 
cerned that the host of ‘‘The Infinite 
Mind" never pointed out that all three 
of the show's guests had strong finan- 
cial ties to the pharmaceutical indus- 
try. 

That is right. Every one of them. And 
this was never mentioned during the 
program or by the guests who ap- 
peared. 

What listeners also never learned is 
that the host of ‘‘The Infinite Mind" 
has his own ties to drugmakers. When 
a show runs on National Public Radio, 
NPR, doesn't the public have a right to 
know where the show's host gets his 
money? 

The host of ‘‘The Infinite Mind" is 
Dr. Frederick Goodwin, who I am told, 
is one of our country's leading experts 
on bipolar disorder. In fact, he has 
written the definitive textbook on bi- 
polar disorder. He is now an adjunct 
professor at George Washington Uni- 
versity Medical Center and was for- 
merly the director of the National In- 
stitute of Mental Health. 

But what you would never know 
about Dr. Goodwin is that he is also а 
paid spokesman for several drug com- 
panies. Now, I don't know how much 
money Dr. Goodwin actually receives 
from all the drug companies, but based 
on documents my office has received 
from GlaxoSmithKline, I do know that 
GlaxoSmithKline pays him around 
$2500 for every talk his gives on treat- 
ments for bipolar disorder and depres- 
Sion. 'These talks concerned several 
drugs such as Wellbutrin, Eskalith, and 
Lamictal. 

Based on documents that my office 
received from GlaxoSmithKline, Dr. 
Goodwin gives these talks to doctor 
groups around the country. So far this 
year, Glaxo reports that the company 
paid Dr. Goodwin over $130,000 for over 
50 different talks. Of course, Dr. Good- 
win may be making more money from 
other drug companies, but I only asked 
GlaxoSmithKline for their informa- 
tion. I do know from a scientific paper 
that Dr. Goodwin published that he has 
also given talks on behalf of Pfizer, 
Solvay, Janssen, ЕП Lilly, Astra 
Zeneca and Bristol Myers Squibb. And 
he has served as à consultant for many 
of these companies, as well. 

In fact, Dr. Goodwin was very busy 
the week that the episode of Prozac 
Nation: Revisited started airing last 
March 26. GlaxoSmithKline's records 
Show that the company paid Dr. Good- 
win for several talks he gave that week 
on bipolar disorder and Lamictal. 
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In fact, records show that he gave 
around eight talks at $2500 each, bring- 
ing him around $20,000 in payments. 
Several of the talks were done by tele- 
conference, but Dr. Goodwin also spoke 
about Lamictal at Fleming's Prime 
Steakhouse in Birmingham, Michigan 
and the Rosebud Steak House in 
Schaumburg, IL. 

Based upon the information provided 
to my staff, Dr. Goodwin was also very 
active on behalf of Glaxo in 2005. That 
year, Glaxo paid Dr. Goodwin over 
$300,000 in speaking fees and around 
$25,000 in expenses to discuss their 
products. And this was the same year 
that he hosted an episode for ‘‘The Infi- 
nite Mind" on bipolar disorder in kids. 
Again there was no disclosure on the 
Show about Dr. Goodwin's financial 
ties to GlaxoSmithKline or other drug 
companies. 

Lets take this one step further. 
When an episode on bipolar disorder 
first aired on September 20, 2005, Dr. 
Goodwin was once again on the road 
for the Glaxo. Glaxo's records show 
that the company paid him $2500 for à 
talk he gave that day on drug therapy 
for bipolar disorder. The talk was at 
Lemonia, a Tuscan restaurant located 
at the Ritz Carlton Golf Resort in 
Naples, FL. 

I don’t think it takes a journalism or 
ethics professor to figure out that lis- 
teners of a national radio show should 
be told about the host’s financial inter- 
ests. It just seems obvious. This type of 
information should be out in the open 
and transparent. 

People should know that since 2000, 
GlaxoSmithKline has paid the host of a 
radio program on psychiatry over $1.2 
million in speaking fees and over 
$100,000 in expenses. People should 
know that, based on information from 
Glaxo, most of these fees were paid to 
Dr. Goodwin through Best Practice, a 
pharmaceutical consulting firm that he 
helped establish in the late nineties. 
Among the many services that have 
been offered by Best Practice are mar- 
keting consultation, and the ‘‘dissemi- 
nation of new off label information." 

Now, I have already pointed out that 
this independently produced radio show 
runs on over 300 public radio stations. 
But it also runs on NPR’s satellite sta- 
tion. This got the attention of Mar- 
garet Low Smith, а vice president at 
NPR. She has stated that any show 
that runs on NPR’s satellite station, 
and I quote, must live up to NPR 
standards ." 

So I would like to go over some of 
those standards as found on NPR’s own 
website. According to NPR’s own poli- 
cies, and I quote, ‘‘confidence in us as 
independent and fair means avoiding 
actual and apparent conflicts of inter- 
est or engaging in outside activities, 
public comment or writing that calls 
into question our ability to report fair- 
ly on à subject." 

The policy also states that an indi- 
vidual covered under this code ‘‘has the 
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responsibility to disclose 
conflicts of interest." 

Ithink these are very fair standards 
on transparency, and I hope that shows 
running on NPR will try to live up to 
them in the future. 

It is not my job as à Senator to 
Screen newspapers, the evening news or 
national radio for my constituents. But 
it is my job to watch out for taxpayers' 
money. According to its website and 
promotional comments made during 
many of the show's episodes, ‘‘The Infi- 
nite Mind" has been made possible, at 
times, by major underwriting from the 
National Science Foundation and the 
National Institutes of Health. 

And that is why I am sending out two 
letters one to the National Institutes 
of Health and another to the National 
Science Foundation. 

The recently departed director of 
NIH has already acknowledged that 
they have problems with their policies 
when it comes to researchers not re- 
porting outside income. I commend 
him for recognizing this fact. I also 
know that the NIH plans on changing 
its regulations to tighten up disclosure 
requirements. 

But I am not certain about the dis- 
closure requirements when the NIH 
helps to fund a show like ‘‘The Infinite 
Mind." I am going to ask the NIH to 
See if they require ‘‘The Infinite Mind" 
to disclose the money that drug compa- 
nies pay to the show's host. 

And I am asking the NSF to explain 
their policies on financial disclosure to 
See if they might need some changes as 
well. 

I ask unanimous consent to have my 
letters to the National Institutes of 
Health and the National Science Foun- 
dation printed in the RECORD. I would 
also like to commend GlaxoSmithKline 
for their cooperation with the Com- 
mittee and their commitment to trans- 
parency. It is greatly appreciated. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, 
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008. 
RAYNARD S. KINGTON, M.D., Ph.D., 
Acting Director, National Institutes of Health, 
Rockville Pike, Bethesda, MD. 

DEAR ACTING DIRECTOR KINGTON: As a sen- 
ior member of the United States Senate and 
the Ranking Member of the Committee on 
Finance (Committee), I have a duty under 
the Constitution to conduct oversight into 
the actions of executive branch agencies, in- 
cluding the activities of the National Insti- 


potential 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


search often forms the basis for action taken 
by the Medicare and Medicaid programs. 

Once again I would like to bring to NIH's 
attention my concerns about the lack of 
oversight regarding conflicts of interest re- 
lating to the almost $24 billion in annual 
grants that are distributed by the NIH. I un- 
derstand that you are now attempting to 
change the regulations covering the extra- 
mural research program to ensure more ac- 
countability in financial disclosure. I appre- 
ciate your work in this area. 

As you know, institutions receiving an NIH 
research grant are required to manage the 
grantee’s conflicts of interest. I would like 
now to let you know that I have discovered 
another problem with an NIH grantee and а 
lack of financial transparency. 

In particular, I am concerned about a radio 
Show that discusses psychology and neuro- 
Science called “Тһе Infinite Mind." This 
Show, as I understand it, is independently 
produced and is distributed to over 300 public 
radio stations and appears on National Pub- 
lic Radio's (NPR) satellite channel. Accord- 
ing to this show's website and promotional 
comments made during several of the show's 
episodes, “Тһе Infinite Mind" claims to re- 
ceive major underwriting from the National 
Institutes of Health and the National Insti- 
tute of Mental Health. 

The host of the ‘‘The Infinite Mind" is re- 
Search professor Dr. Frederick Goodwin. 
However, I have learned that while hosting 
this radio program, Dr. Goodwin also re- 
ceived substantial compensation from drug 
companies. In the fine print of an article he 
published in the Journal of the American 
Medical Association in 2008, Dr. Goodwin ac- 
knowledged that he ‘‘has served on the 
Speaker's bureaus of Glaxo, Solvay, Janssen, 
Pfizer, Lilly, AstraZeneca, and Bristol-Myers 
Squibb; and has served as а consultant for 
Glaxo, Solvay, Pfizer, Lilly, Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Elan, and Novartis." For example, 
over the last seven years, Dr. Goodwin re- 
ceived over $1.8 million in speaking fees and 
honoraria from GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) for 
giving over 480 talks. I discovered this fact 
through documents that I received from 
GSK. 

I have attached a chart detailing the infor- 
mation that GSK supplied to my staff. Many 
of the payments to Dr. Goodwin were made 
through à company called Best Practice LLC 
(BP). Based upon independent research con- 
ducted by my staff, it appears that Dr. Good- 
win founded BP along with several other sci- 
entists in the late nineties. It is my under- 
standing that BP advises pharmaceutical 
companies. 

As mentioned earlier, when one listens to 
“The Infinite Mind" there is an acknowledg- 
ment that NIH money helps to underwrite 
its production. Accordingly I would appre- 
ciate any information that you could provide 
me regarding financial disclosure require- 
ments applicable to this situation. It seems 
to me that if the federal government pro- 
vides financial support for a radio program 
that is heard by hundreds of thousands of 
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plicable NIH policies on financial disclosure. 
Accordingly, please respond to the following 
questions and requests for information. For 
each response, please repeat the enumerated 
request and follow with the appropriate an- 
swer. The time span of this request covers 
January 2000 to the present. 

(1) Please provide a list of all NIH grants 
that have supported ‘‘The Infinite Mind." 
For each grant/contract, please provide the 
following: 

a. Name of grant/contract; 

b. Topic of grant/contract; 

c. Amount of funding for each grant/con- 
tract identified; 

d. Amount of funding provided in grant/ 
contract for the host of the show; and 

e. Supporting documents on financial dis- 
closure, pertinent to the grant/contract. 

(2) Please provide a list of all NIH grants, 
if any, made to Dr. Frederick Goodwin. For 
each grant, please provide the following: 

a. Name of grant; 

b. Topic/purpose of the grant; and 

c. Amount of funding for each grant identi- 
fied. 

(3) For each of the above identified grants, 
please answer the following questions re- 
garding financial disclosure: 

а. Please explain the applicable NIH rules 
on financial disclosure required for the 
grant; and 

b. Please confirm if the applicable rules on 
financial disclosure were followed by the 
grantee. 

(4) Please provide a list of any other inter- 
actions that Dr. Frederick Goodwin has had 
with the NIH including membership on advi- 
Sory boards, peer reviewer on grants, or 
other similar activities. 

(5) Please provide a list of all NIH grants/ 
contract, if any, made to Best Practice LLC. 
For each grant, please provide the following: 

a. Name of grant/contract; 

b. Topic of grant/contract; and 

c. Amount of funding for each grant/con- 
tract identified. 

(6) Please provide a list of all NIH grants 
that have supported National Public Radio. 
For each grant, please provide the following: 

a. Name of grant; 

b. Topic of grant; and 

c. Amount of funding for each grant identi- 
fied. 

(7) For each of the above identified grants/ 
contracts, please answer the following ques- 
tions regarding financial disclosure: 

а. Please explain the applicable NIH rules 
on financial disclosure required for each 
grant/contract; and 

b. Please confirm that applicable rules on 
financial disclosure were followed by the 
grantee. 

I request your prompt attention to this 
matter and your continued cooperation. I 
would appreciate receiving responses no 
later than December 3, 2008. If you have any 
questions, please contact my Committee 
Staff, Paul Thacker. Any formal correspond- 
ence should be sent electronically in PDF 
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GLAXOSMITHKLINE PAYMENTS TO DR. FREDERICK GOODWIN 
Year Products Topics Speaker Expenses 
P honoraria р 

Wellbutrin, Lamictal Depression: treatment and therapies $14,400 $2,400 
Wellbutrin Lamictal Eskalith .. Depression updates on treatments. Frontiers in neuropsychiatry . 24,000 3,100 
Eskalith Wellbutrin Lamictal .. Managing depression. Treatment for bipolar disorder and mania 55,500 5,400 
Wellbutrin Eskalith Lamictal BP Depression. Treating mania and bipolar disorder. Use of Lamotrigine . 140,800 16,100 
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GLAXOSMITHKLINE PAYMENTS TO DR. FREDERICK GOODWIN—Continued 


Speaker 


Year Products Topics honoraria Expenses 
2004 . Lamictal BP . Bipolar | disorder: stabilization and treatment 193,500 23,100 
2005 . Lamictal BP . Strategies and therapies for treating bipolar | disorder . " 304,500 24,900 
2006 . Lamictal BP . Managing and treating bipolar disorder. National Speaker Series on Lamictal for treating bipolar | 223,000 21,400 
disorder. 
2007 . Treating bipolar and unipolar depression. Managing bipolar | disorder .................. sss 138,000 18,900 
2008 . Managing and treating bipolar disorder. National Speaker Series: Maintenance treatment for bipolar | 132,500 1,800 


disorder. 


Total: $1,226,300 in fees and $117,300 in expenses for over 480 talks. 


U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON FINANCE, 
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008. 
Dr. ARDEN L. BEMENT, Jr. 
Director, National Science Foundation, Wilson 
Boulevard, Arlington, VA. 

DEAR DIRECTOR BEMENT: Аз а senior mem- 
ber of the United States Senate and the 
Ranking Member of the Committee on Fi- 
nance (Committee), I have à duty under the 
Constitution to conduct oversight into the 
actions of executive branch agencies, includ- 
ing the activities of the National Science 
Foundation (NSF). In this capacity, I must 
ensure that NSF properly fulfills its mission 
to advance the public's welfare and makes 
responsible use of the public funding pro- 
vided for scientific studies and education. 
Research and educational programs spon- 
sored by the NSF may influence public opin- 
ion and can affect actions taken by the Medi- 
care and Medicaid programs. 

I would like to bring to your attention my 
concerns about the apparent lack of over- 
sight regarding conflicts of interest relating 
to the almost $6 billion in annual grants that 
are distributed by the NSF. As you know, in- 
stitutions receiving an NSF research grant 
are required to "manage" the grantee's con- 
flicts of interest. 

In particular, I am concerned about a radio 
Show that discusses psychology and neuro- 
Science called “Тһе Infinite Mind." This 
Show, as I understand it, is: independently 
produced; distributed to over 300 public radio 
Stations; and appears on National Public Ra- 
dio's (NPR) satellite channel. According to 
this show's website and promotional com- 
ments made during several of the show's epi- 
sodes, “Тһе Infinite Mind" claims to receive 
major underwriting from the NSF. 

The host of the ‘‘The Infinite Mind" is re- 
search professor Dr. Frederick Goodwin. 
However, I have learned that while hosting 
this radio program, Dr. Goodwin also re- 
ceived substantial compensation from drug 
companies. In the fine print of an article he 


Glaxo, Solvay, Pfizer, Lilly, Bristol-Myers 
Squibb Elan, and Novartis." For example, 
over the last seven years, Dr. Goodwin has 
received over $1.3 million in speaking fees 
and honoraria from GlaxoSmithKline (GSK) 
for giving over 480 talks. I discovered this 
fact through documents that I received from 
GSK. 

For your review and future reference, I 
have attached a chart detailing the informa- 
tion that GSK supplied to my staff. Many of 
the payments to Dr. Goodwin were made 
through a company called Best Practice LLC 
(BP). Based upon independent research con- 
ducted by my staff, it appears that Dr. Good- 
win founded BP along with several other sci- 
entists in the late nineties. It is my under- 
standing that BP advises pharmaceutical 
companies. 

As mentioned earlier, when one listens to 
“The Infinite Mind" there is an acknowledg- 
ment that NSF money helps to underwrite 
its production. Accordingly I would appre- 
ciate any information that NSF could pro- 
vide regarding financial disclosure require- 
ments applicable to this situation. It seems 
to me that if the federal government pro- 
vides financial support for a radio program 
that is heard by hundreds of thousands of 
American citizens, then the financial trans- 
parency of that show's host is important. 

In light of this, I would appreciate gaining 
a greater understanding of the NSF grants 
provided to ‘‘The Infinite Mind" and the ap- 
plicable NSF policies relating either directly 
or indirectly to financial disclosure. Accord- 
ingly, please respond to the following ques- 
tions and requests for information. For each 
response, please repeat the enumerated re- 
quest followed by the appropriate answer. 
The time span of this request covers January 
2000 to the present. 

(1) Please provide a list of all NSF funds 
that have supported “Тһе Infinite Mind." 
For each grant, please provide the following: 

a. Name of grant and/or contract; 

b. Topic of grant/contract; and 

c. Amount of funding for grant/contract; 

d. Amount of funding provided in grant/ 


a. Name of grant; 

b. Topic/purpose of the grant; and 

c. Amount of funding for the grant. 

(8) For each of the above identified grants, 
please answer the following questions re- 
garding financial disclosure: 

а. Please explain the applicable NSF rules 
on financial disclosure required for the 
gerant; and 

b. Please confirm that applicable rules on 
financial disclosure were followed by the 
grantee. 

(4) Please provide a list of any other inter- 
actions that Dr. Goodwin has had with the 
NSF including membership on advisory 
boards, peer review on grants, or the like. 

(5) Please provide a list of all NSF grants 
that have supported National Public Radio. 
For each grant, please provide the following: 

a. Name of grant; 

b. Topic of grant; and 

c. Amount of funding for grant. 

(6) For each of the above identified grants/ 
contracts, please answer the following ques- 
tions regarding financial disclosure: 

а. Please explain the applicable NSF rules 
on financial disclosure required for the 
grant/contracts; and 

b. Please confirm that applicable rules on 
financial disclosure were followed by the 
grantee. 

In cooperating with the Committee’s re- 
view, no documents, records, data, or other 
information related to these matters, either 
directly or indirectly, shall be destroyed, 
modified, removed, or otherwise made inac- 
cessible to the Committee. 

I request your prompt attention to this 
matter. In addition, I would request you pro- 
vide this information to me no later than 
December 3, 2008. If you have any questions, 
please contact my Committee staff, Paul 
Thacker. Any formal correspondence should 
be sent electronically in PDF searchable for- 
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Medical Association in 2003, Dr. Goodwin ac- e. Supporting documents on financial dis- rep.senate.gov. 
knowledged that he “has served on the closure, pertinent to the grant/contract. Sincerely, 
speaker’s bureaus of Glaxo, Solvay, Janssen, (2) Please provide a list of all NSF grants, CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, 
Pfizer, Lilly, AstraZeneca, and Bristol-Myers if any, made to Dr. Frederick Goodwin. For Ranking Member. 
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GLAXOSMITHKLINE PAYMENTS TO DR. FREDERICK GOODWIN 
n Speaker 
Year Products Topics Honoraria Expenses 
2000 . Wellbutrin, Lamictal Depression: treatment and therapies $14,400 $2,400 
2001 . Wellbutrin Lamictal Eskalith .. Depression updates on treatments. Frontiers in neuropsychiatry . 24,000 3,100 
2002 . Eskalith Wellbutrin Lamictal .. Managing depression. Treatment for bipolar disorder and mania 55,500 5,400 
2003 . Wellbutrin Eskalith Lamictal BP Depression. Treating mania and bipolar disorder. Use of Lamotrigine . 140,800 16,100 
2004 . Lamictal BP . Bipolar | disorder: stabilization and treatment .......... 193,500 23,100 
2005 . Lamictal BP . Strategies and therapies for treating bipolar | disorder . is 304,500 24,900 
2006 . Lamictal BP . Managing and treating bipolar disorder. National Speaker Series on Lamictal for treating bipolar | 223,000 21,400 
disorder. 
2007 . Lamictal BP Treating bipolar and unipolar depression. Managing bipolar | disorder ................. sss 138,000 18,900 
2008 . Managing and treating bipolar disorder. National Speaker Series: Maintenance treatment for bipolar | 132,500 1,800 


disorder. 


Total: $1,226,300 in fees and $117,300 in expenses for over 480 talks. 
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I LOVE TO WRITE DAY 


Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I wish 
to commemorate I Love to Write Day. 
The designation of November 15 as I 
Love to Write Day allows the Nation to 
focus much-needed attention on the 
value and importance of practicing 
writing skills at every age. 

I Love to Write Day was created by 
Delaware author John Riddle in 2002. 
John came up with the idea for I Love 
to Write Day while driving from his 
home in Delaware to the Blue Ridge 
Mountain Christian Writers Conference 
in Ashville, NC. That first year, more 
than 11,000 schools across the country 
signed up to participate in I Love to 
Write Day events and activities. 

Since Delaware Governor Ruth Ann 
Minner officially declared November 
15th as I Love to Write Day in 2002, 
nine other Governors have joined in 
recognizing it, and more than 20,000 
Schools participated last year. 

This year, Children's Way Founda- 
tion teamed up with Mr. Riddle to 
bring together 50,000 elementary 
Schools throughout the country to pro- 
vide students with the opportunity to 
discover and develop the talent of writ- 
ing. 

John Riddle currently resides in 
Bear, DE, and knows the value of writ- 
ing first hand. For the last 30 years, he 
has been a freelance author writing for 
magazines, trade journals and Web 
Sites, and is the author of 34 books. He 
is а frequent presenter at writers con- 
ferences all across the country and 
Spoke last year at the National Press 
Club in Washington, DC. 

Writing is vital to improve commu- 
nication skills and to challenge minds. 
It is a skill that is helpful in every ca- 
reer and the ability to communicate ef- 
fectively through writing not only en- 
hances one's educational opportunities 
but also serves as a lifelong asset. It 
doesn't matter if you write à poem, à 
letter, an essay, or a novel; just as long 
as you are getting your thoughts down 
on paper you are engaging your mind. 
I applaud Mr. Riddle's efforts to get 
people writing and hope that I Love to 
Write Day continues to be à success 
throughout the Nation. 


ee 


ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 


TRIBUTE TO ALAN AND MARILYN 
BERGMAN 


e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I would 
like to take this opportunity to recog- 
nize an extraordinary couple in the 
musical world, Alan and Marilyn 
Bergman, who were recently honored 
by the renowned Paley Center for 
Media. Formerly known as the Museum 
of Television & Radio, the Paley Center 
for Media is nationally recognized for 
its efforts to engage communities in a 
dialogue around the cultural, creative, 
and social significance of television, 
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radio, and other emerging media plat- 
forms. 

This year, Alan and Marilyn 
Bergman are celebrating 50 years of a 
musical partnership that has en- 
chanted and engaged people around the 
world. In honor of their extraordinary 
careers, the Paley Center for Media 
hosted two very special events to pay 
tribute to the Bergmans, the first in 
New York on May 21, 2008, and the sec- 
ond in Los Angeles on November 3, 
2008. The two events were part of the 
Paley Center for Media’s ‘‘Paley After 
Dark" series, which features only a se- 
lect few artists each year. 

Though Alan and Marilyn's personal 
life stories may not be widely known— 
both were born and raised in the same 
Brooklyn, NY, neighborhood, but it 
wasn't until they moved to Los Ange- 
les in the 1950s that they met, fell in 
love, and married—it is hard to find a 
person who isn't familiar with one of 
the Bergmans’ many famous songs. 
Starting with one of their first break- 
through successes, a song entitled 
“Sleep Warm," which appeared as the 
title track on an album released by 
Dean Martin in 1959, the Bergmans 
kicked off a musical career that has 
lasted half a century. 

In 1968, the Bergmans won their first 
Oscar for “The Windmills of Your 
Mind," the theme song from the 
“Thomas Crown Affair." This was just 
the beginning for Alan and Marilyn. 
Later, in 1968, “The Windmills of Your 
Mind" also won à Golden Globe award. 
In 1973, Alan and Marilyn won two 
Grammys, an Oscar, and a Golden 
Globe award for “The Way We Were," 
starring Barbara Streisand and Robert 
Redford. In 1984, they won another 
Oscar for the score for “Yentl,” and 
won Emmys for “Sybil,” ‘‘Queen of the 
Stardust Ballroom," “Огаїпагу Mir- 
acles" and *A Ticket to Dream." In 
1995, Alan and Marilyn wrote the Gold- 
en Globe-, Oscar-, and Grammy-nomi- 
nated song ^Moonlight." Just a few 
years ago, Alan and Marilyn were com- 
missioned by the Kennedy Center to 
write a jazz song cycle which received 
widespread acclaim. And just last year, 
Alan released his first album as a vo- 
calist, ‘‘Lyrically,’’ featuring some of 
his and Marilyn’s most well-known 
songs. The reviews were phenomenal. 

During their New York and Los An- 
geles visits, the Bergmans performed a 
few of their hit songs and treated the 
audiences to a special question-and-an- 
swer session with Pat Mitchell, the 
Paley Center for Media's president and 
CEO. Though the Bergmans have been 
partners for more than 50 years, it was 
clearly evident that their rapport with 
each other shines through as strongly 
today as it did when they first met. 

For half a century, Alan and Marilyn 
have written the lyrics and music to 
some of the world's most recognizable 
and unforgettable songs. Their dedica- 
tion and passion for life is evident in 
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both their marriage and in the work 
they do. It is no wonder, then, that the 
Paley Center for Media has honored the 
Bergmans as part of its “Paley After 
Dark" series. 

As their U.S. Senator, I join the 
Paley Center for Media in honoring and 
giving my most sincere congratula- 
tions to Alan and Marilyn, one of the 
most respected songwriting teams in 
music today, for enriching the lives of 
so many. And for the sake of all of us, 
Itrust that their joint efforts will con- 
tinue for many more years.e 


se 


TRIBUTE TO LAWERENCE 
CANFIELD 


e Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask my 
colleagues to join me in honoring the 
life of Sacramento County sheriff's 
deputy Lawrence Larry" Canfield, 
who was tragically killed in the line of 
duty on November 12, 2008, when his pa- 
trol motorcycle was hit while pursuing 
а Speeding vehicle. 

Deputy Canfield was raised in Galt, 
CA, where he graduated from Galt High 
School. After graduation he joined the 
U.S. Army where he served for 4 years. 
He later followed his father's footsteps 
and joined the Sacramento County 
Sheriffs Department. For 18 years, 
Deputy Canfield took great pride in his 
service to the Sacramento County 
Sheriff's Department. To his colleagues 
he was known for his dedication to law 
enforcement and passion for serving 
with the motorcycle division. 

Deputy Canfield is survived by his 
loving wife of 16 years, Michelle, and 
children Tyler and Bryce. Deputy Can- 
field will be remembered as a dedicated 
husband, proud father, loving son, de- 
voted friend, and respected colleague. 
Deputy Canfield served Sacramento 
County with honor and bravery and 
fulfilled his oath as an officer of the 
law. His contributions to public safety 
and dedication to law enforcement are 
greatly appreciated and will serve as 
an example of his legacy. 

We shall be grateful for Deputy Can- 
field's heroic service and the sacrifices 
he made while serving and protecting 
the community that he loved.e 


EE 


REMEMBERING JAMES JOSEPH 
DURANT 


e Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today 
I wish to commemorate the life of a 
true American patriot—Mr. James Jo- 
seph Durant of Scarborough ME—and 
to mourn his passing. 

Mr. Durant died in the line of duty 
almost two years ago while serving his 
community through the Volunteers in 
Police Services, VIPS, program. 

His premature death not only dev- 
astated his family but left a void in the 
life and social fabric of his community 
and his State. 

Mr. Durant led an admirable and re- 
markable life. He was married for 47 
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years to his high school sweetheart, 
Janine. They began dating in their 
Sophomore year when they were forced 
to share her English book because he 
had conveniently forgotten his own. 
Mr. Durant was a dedicated and caring 
father to their three children and а 
doting grandfather of five. 

He was а decorated U.S. Army soldier 
and combat veteran of the Vietnam 
War. Mr. Durant's loyalty to the Army 
and to his country was so profound 
that he refused а deferral from deploy- 
ment to Vietnam to which he was enti- 
tled when his wife discovered that she 
was pregnant with their second child. 

After his return from Vietnam, Mr. 
Durant dedicated his life to public 
service. He worked with distinction for 
over 25 years as an electronic techni- 
cian for the Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration at the Portland International 
Jetport. He also volunteered for many 
activities and programs in Scar- 
borough, including VIPS, where he pa- 
trolled parking lots on behalf of the 
local police department. 

Sadly, it was this commitment to 
publie service that ultimately cost him 
his life. On December 15, 2006, while 
serving the citizens of Scarborough in 
his capacity as a member of VIPS, Mr. 
Durant responded to à nearby traffic 
accident. 

He was helping the under-manned po- 
lice department by directing traffic 
when a vehicle struck him from behind. 
Although Mr. Durant was not a career 
officer, Scarborough honored him with 
local law-enforcement honors at his fu- 
neral. His was the first death of an offi- 
cer in the line of duty in Scarborough's 
modern history. 

Mr. Durant responded to the Nation's 
call for citizens to volunteer to help se- 
cure our homeland after the terrorist 
attacks of September 11, 2001. Managed 
on behalf of the Departments of Home- 
land Security and Justice by the Inter- 
national Association of Chiefs of Po- 
lice, VIPS provides an opportunity for 
ordinary citizens to volunteer in law 
enforcement. As a volunteer law en- 
forcement officer, Mr. Durant made his 
community safer, stronger, and a bet- 
ter place to live. 

Unfortunately, after Mr. Durant sac- 
rificed his life heeding that call to 
service, the Federal government com- 
pounded his family's loss by denying 
their application for federal death ben- 
efits under the Public Safety Officer 
Benefits, PSOB, program. 

According to the Department of Jus- 
tice which administers the PSOB pro- 
gram, Mr. Durant did not qualify as à 
“public safety officer" within the 
meaning of the law. 

The PSOB program has been plagued 
with problems since its inception. Most 
of the national law enforcement and 
fire services organizations, such as the 
International Association of Fire 
Fighters, the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs, the Fraternal Order of 
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Police, and the National Sheriff’s Asso- 
ciation, have long complained about 
the huge backlog of benefit applica- 
tions and DoJ’s overly strict interpre- 
tation of the law. 

If we truly hope to encourage more 
Americans like Mr. Durant to engage 
in volunteer activities that safeguard 
our homeland, we must ensure that 
their families are taken care of in the 
event that they die while performing 
duties that public safety officers would 
have otherwise performed. 

Mr. Durant is the first and so far 
only VIPS participant to have died in 
the line of duty. It would be folly to as- 
sume that he will be the last. That is 
why I believe that Congress should pro- 
vide volunteers participating in VIPS 
and the Fire Corps, another potentially 
dangerous citizen volunteer program, 
with death benefits similar to those 
provided under the PSOB program. 

I fully recognize that proposing to 
expand the PSOB program—even if nar- 
rowly—is controversial. But I also be- 
lieve that such an expansion is nec- 
essary. In the future, I hope to reach 
agreement with my friends in the first 
responder community on a way to pro- 
tect the families of volunteers, like Mr. 
Durant, who lose their lives protecting 
the citizens of this Nation. 

I also pledge to continue working 
with them to ensure that the DoJ ad- 
dresses their justifiable concerns with 
the administration of the PSOB pro- 
gram. 

As a nation, we owe it to our first re- 
sponders—whether career or volun- 
teer—to care for their families when 
they have made the ultimate sacrifice 
to protect us. While I regret that the 
Federal Government has not fulfilled 
this obligation to Janine Durant and 
her family, I am committed to ensur- 
ing that our Nation treats its heroes 
honorably. 

Mr. Durant was an ordinary Amer- 
ican who did extraordinary things. 
Having already served his country in 
combat, having work and family obli- 
gations, he made the extra effort to 
serve his community, and lost his life 
in the process. 

We are all poorer for his death, but 
we can redeem it by providing equi- 
table treatment for the families of 
other volunteers who may perish while 
serving the public good.e 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO MARTIN HANSON 


e Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, today 
I would like to commemorate the life 
of the great Wisconsin conservationist 
Martin Hanson. Wisconsin lost one of 
the best environmental stewards of the 
last century on October 22 when Martin 
passed away in beautiful northern Wis- 
consin. I join so many other Wisconsin- 
ites, and conservationists nationwide, 
in paying tribute to Martin Hanson’s 
memory. 

Martin Hanson dedicated his life to 
protecting the Wisconsin landscape he 
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loved. His legacy will carry on for 
many years to come in the peaceful 
shorelines, deep forests, and shim- 
mering lakes of our State. Thanks to 
Martin’s tireless work, future genera- 
tions of Wisconsinites will fall in love 
with the great outdoors just as he did. 

The Apostle Islands, a great Wis- 
consin treasure along Lake Superior, 
have been kept nearly pristine because 
of his environmental advocacy. Like so 
many other Wisconsinites, I travel to 
the Apostle Islands as often as I can to 
enjoy the spectacular scenery. Wis- 
consin has Martin Hanson, as well as 
Gaylord Nelson, to thank for pro- 
tecting this Wisconsin treasure. The 
work of these two giants of Wisconsin’s 
conservation movement helped make 
possible my own efforts to preserve the 
Apostle Islands and designate almost 80 
percent of them as federally protected 
wilderness. 

Generations of Wisconsinites are in- 
debted to Martin Hanson, who was a 
key architect of our State’s tradition 
of environmental conservation. So 
today I honor his memory, celebrate 
his extraordinary life, and give thanks 
for his outstanding legacy.e 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO BILL QUINBY 


ө Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, there 
are few more accomplished citizens of 
Iowa than Bill—William—Quinby. I use 
the word ‘‘citizen’’ on purpose because 
along with his wife Janice, Bill's life 
continues to be a model of ideal citi- 
zenship and embodies what it means to 
be an Iowan. 

Bill has spent his life living by а sim- 
ple mantra: work hard and give back. 
In college at the University of Iowa, 
Bill was a two-time letter winner in 
baseball as an athlete and again in 
football as à team manager. He used 
these experiences to help his commu- 
nity, and for 11 years he served as an 
educator in the Cedar Rapids School 
District in various positions as an ath- 
letic director, teacher, and principal. 
After a stint in the private sector, he 
later served as the director of career 
counseling and as the athletics director 
at Coe College, one of Iowa’s finest 
small colleges. Along with these years 
of service to his community, Bill also 
Served for years as a high school, col- 
lege, and professional football official, 
serving in such big games as the Rose 
Bowl, Orange Bowl, and Super Bowl 
XIX. 

Yet despite this impressive career, I 
know that Bill would tell you that he 
is just as proud, if not more so, of his 
combined 150 years of service on boards 
and commissions of various charitable 
organizations in his community. Some 
of these groups include the Hawkeye 
Area Boy Scouts, the Cedar Rapids 
Jaycees, the Cedar Rapids Community 
Theater, Habitat for Humanity, the 
Cedar Rapids Community Free Clinic, 
and the Cedar Rapids Board of Ethics 
in Government. 
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I would be remiss if I did not empha- 
size the large amount of time that Bill 
has put into а cause that is also close 
to my heart. As а volunteer for the 
Special Olympics, Bill has been fight- 
ing for equality for persons with dis- 
abilities. While the legislative work in 
Washington can help create à more 
equal legal framework, the work of vol- 
unteers like Bill is what allows equal- 
ity to emerge in practice. 

То honor these services to the com- 
munity, Bill was recently awarded the 
University of Iowa’s Lifetime Achieve- 
ment award. Congratulations, Bill. And 
let me extend to you heartfelt thanks 
for your inspiration and work to better 
eastern Iowa. 

I ask to have an article about Bill 
from the August 27, 2008, Cedar Rapids 
Gazette printed in the RECORD. 

The material follows. 

QUINBY GIVES LIFETIME OF SERVICE 


[From the Cedar Rapids Gazette, Aug. 27, 
2008] 

CEDAR RAPIDS.—Bill Quinby once punched 
in the stomach a Minnesota football fan who 
was pestering Iowa Coach Forest Evashevski, 
thus earning the nickname ‘‘Punchy’’ from 
the appreciative head coach. 

But that’s not why he’ll receive a lifetime 
achievement award from the University of 
Iowa on Saturday when the Hawkeyes host 
Maine. 

Quinby, 76, will be honored for his lifetime 
of community service in Cedar Rapids and 
the surrounding area. That punch during a 
Big Ten game at Minnesota in 1952 is just 
one of the many stories he has from a life- 
time of memories as an educator, Big Ten 
and NFL referee, philanthropist, public serv- 
ant, and all-around good guy. 

Quinby will be saluted Saturday along 
with retired Air Force Gen. Donald J. 
Kutyna, who had a distinguished military 
career. Quinby marvels at the company he’s 
in: A working-class kid from Cedar Rapids 
and a decorated U.S. general. 

* Let's put it this way," he said Wednesday. 
“Im humbled as hell. And honored." 

Quinby's many friends and admirers will 
tell you it's à well-deserved award and has 
little to do with his work as a Big Ten foot- 
ball official for 18 years or his service as an 
NFL referee for 17 years. Rather, it's à trib- 
ute to all the help he's given others. 

He's served on the board of directors for 
the Hawkeye Area Boy Scouts, Cedar Rapids 
Jaycees, Cedar Rapids Community Theatre, 
Cedar Rapids Kids League Baseball, Cedar 
Rapids Sports Club, Cedar Rapids Profes- 
sional Baseball Club, Cerebral Palsy Associa- 
tion, Arc of Eastern Iowa, Cedar Rapids Ker- 
nels Foundation, Cedar Rapids Ice Arena, 
Camp Courageous, Habitat for Humanity, 
Special Olympies, National Shrine Athletic 
Committee, and the Linn Area Credit Union. 
He's served on the Regional Planning Com- 
mission, the Cedar Rapids Recreation Com- 
mission, the Five Seasons Facility Commis- 
sion, the Civil Service Commission, and the 
Cedar Rapids Board of Ethics in Govern- 
ment. 

"I always felt it was best to help people 
who possibly needed help," he said. “I mean, 
look at how lucky I've been. I truly feel very 
good about being born here, raised here and 
I've lived here all my life. Look how good it's 
been for me." 

Quinby and his wife, Janis, have been mar- 
ried for 58 years. They have four children and 
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nine grandchildren, although one of their 
children, Billy, died tragically in a traffic 
accident as a young man. 

Quinby was an accomplished athlete at 
Franklin High School in Cedar Rapids, but 
three knee operations prevented him from 
playing football at Iowa. He received two 
varsity letters in baseball with the Hawk- 
eyes and got two varsity letters in football 
as the team’s manager, which is why he was 
at Evashevski’s side when that unruly Min- 
nesota fan left his seat behind the UI bench 
and confronted Evy, claiming players were 
obstructing his view of the field. 

Quinby, who did a little boxing in college, 
rushed to Evashevski’s side and slugged the 
guy a couple of times in the stomach, mak- 
ing him double over in pain. ‘‘Thanks,”’ 
Evashevski said after the game. 

“See how lucky Ive been to be around?" 
Quinby said with a smile. ‘‘For a guy that 
grew up at Daniels Park and was nothing at 
Iowa, I feel very lucky.” e 


SS 


TRIBUTE TO GENERAL BRUCE 
CARLSON 


e Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize GEN Bruce Carlson, 
one of our most distinguished com- 
manders who will retire from the U.S. 
Air Force on January 1, 2009, after 
completing 37 years of distinguished 
service to our Nation. 

General Carlson currently serves as 
the Commander of the Air Force Mate- 
riel Command—AFMC—in Wright-Pat- 
terson Air Force Base, OH. As Com- 
mander of AFMC, General Carlson 
manages the command’s 77,000 people 
in research, development, test, and 
evaluation while providing the acquisi- 
tion management services and logistics 
support required to develop, procure, 
and sustain Air Force weapon systems. 
His workforce of active duty, civilian, 
and contractor personnel are the un- 
sung heroes, managing an annual budg- 
et of over $56 billion, more than 40 per- 
cent of the total AF budget, and ensur- 
ing our warfighters are equipped with 
the best equipment in the world. 

General Carlson was born in Hibbing, 
MN, and began his accomplished career 
in 1971 when he graduated as a ‘‘Distin- 
guished Graduate" from the Air Force 
ROTC program at the University of 
Minnesota, Duluth. From the day he 
pinned on his butter bars through his 
four silver stars, Gen Bruce Carlson 
has been a leader and continues to lead 
and mentor airmen in the air and on 
the ground. 

After graduating from the University 
of Minnesota, he went on to under- 
graduate pilot training at Vance Air 
Force Base in Oklahoma—a base I 
know well and the finest pilot training 
base in the U.S. His first assignment 
out of pilot training was in the F-4 
Phantom II and then he transitioned 
into the OV-10 Bronco and A-10 Wart- 
hog. During his career he logged over 
3,300 flying hours to include combat 
time in the OV-10. His work ethic and 
unparalleled skill resulted in his post- 
ing to positions of influence in the of- 
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fices of the Secretary of the Air Force 
and Secretary of Defense. His skill as à 
pilot and а leader led to various flying 
assignments, including commanding 
the 49th Fighter Wing at Holloman Air 
Force Base, NM, the Air Force's first 
stealth fighter wing. 

As with every great officer, his star 
continued to rise as he met every pro- 
motion with dedication and integrity. 
Moving on to serve as the Director of 
Force Structure, Resources, and As- 
sessment on the Joint Staff and fi- 
nally, prior to assuming Command of 
AFMC, General Carlson served as the 
Commander, 8th Air Force, Barksdale 
Air Force Base, Louisiana and Joint 
Functional Component Commander for 
Space and Global Strike, U.S. Stra- 
tegic Command, Offutt AFB, NE. 

General Carlson has received several 
distinguished awards including the De- 
fense Distinguished Service Medal with 
oak leaf cluster, Legion of Merit, Meri- 
torious Service Medal with two oak 
leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation 
Medal with two oak leaf clusters, and 
the 2007 Order of the Sword, Air Force 
Materiel Command. He was also award- 
ed master’s degrees from Webster Uni- 
versity in St. Louis, MO, and the Naval 
War College in Newport, RI. 

In the Chief of Staff's recommenda- 
tion for the Order of the Sword, Gen- 
eral Schwarz wrote, General Carlson 
culminates a distinguished career of 
more than 37 years of Air Force serv- 
ice, with focused leadership, a selfless 
commitment to excellence and tireless 
dedication. His vision and leadership 
transformed Air Force Materiel Com- 
mand into the preeminent provider of 
war-winning capabilities . . ." I cannot 
agree more. In an era of persistent con- 
flict and constrained budgets, General 
Carson's dedication to making sure the 
warfighter has what he needs to fight 
and win is inspiring. 

I offer my sincere thanks and appre- 
ciation to Gen Bruce Carlson, his wife 
Vicki, and his three children, Bryan, 
Jani, and Scott. The strength of our 
airmen is in their families, and their 
support allowed him to dedicate 37 
years of leadership and service to the 
men and women of the Air Force and 
our country. I wish him and his family 
well in all his future endeavors.e 


EE 
TRIBUTE TO PABLO RAUL 
ALARCON 
e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, 


today I honor the life of Pablo Raul 
Alarcon. His dedication and achieve- 
ments in overcoming the tyranny of 
the Castro regime to found the largest 
publicly traded MHispanic-controlled 
media company in America stands as a 
powerful example of the realization of 
the American dream. While we mourn 
the passing of this broadcasting pio- 
neer, we celebrate his legacy and the 
profound impact his life has had on the 
United States. 
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Today, the Spanish Broadcasting 
System owns and operates 20 radio sta- 
tions across the country, including the 
No. 1 Spanish-language radio station in 
America—which I have the privilege of 
listening to when I am home in New 
Jersey. They own a popular television 
station and operate a bilingual Web 
site dedicated to Latino culture and 
news. Under the exemplary leadership 
of Mr. Alarcon’s son, Raul Alarcon, Jr., 
SBS continues to be the gold standard 
in Hispanic-operated broadcasting. 

The Alarcons were born in Cuba, 
where Pablo Raul Alarcon founded his 
first radio station in 1951. He found 
success creating a network of 14 sta- 
tions across the country, which were 
ultimately seized by the Castro dicta- 
torship. The Alarcons fled to America 
with few possessions. But the tyranny 
of Castro could not crush the spirit of 
their entrepreneurship. Mr. Alarcon 
worked his way up in Spanish language 
radio, doing programming, sales, and 
advertising. In 1983 Mr. Alarcon and his 
son, Raul Alarcon, Jr., fulfilled their 
long-held dream of once again owning a 
broadcast station. They purchased a 
small AM station licensed in my home 
State and created the first Spanish lan- 
guage format to be introduced into the 
New York/New Jersey market in over 
25 years. 

Since 1988, the Alarcons have over- 
Seen the expansion of SBS to become 
one of the premier Hispanic-controlled 
broadcast companies in America. Soon 
after its founding, SBS expanded to 
Los Angeles and Miami. In 1998, their 
KLAX-FM station achieved a historic 
overall No. 1 ranking in southern Cali- 
fornia. 

As the torch was passed from father 
to son, SBS continued its rise. In 1999, 
SBS completed the second largest IPO 
in radio history and continued expand- 
ing their network of broadcast sta- 
tions. That same year, SBS went on- 
line with the purchase of 
lamusica.com. In 2001, SBS produced à 
sell-out Madison Square Garden char- 
ity concert to honor the victims of 
September 11. In 2006, SBS entered the 
television broadcasting business with 
the creation of the MEGA-TV network. 

Raul Alarcon, Jr., is well known for 
his tremendous successes as the presi- 
dent and CEO of SBS. He has been rec- 
ognized as one of the 100 most influen- 
tial Hispanics and as one of the 40 most 
powerful people in radio. In 1994, Raul 
Alarcon, Jr., was given the Lifetime 
Achievement Award for Business Ex- 
cellence. In 1995, he received both the 
Ellis Island Medal of Honor and the 
Human Rights Committee Radio Con- 
tributions Award. He has testified be- 
fore Congress and his position as an au- 
thority in the field of minority media 
ownership is unparalleled. 

There is no doubt that the Alarcons 
exhibit the embodiment of the Amer- 
ican dream. When a cruel dictatorship 
destroyed their life's work, they came 
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to America and started over by cre- 
ating a company that impacts the lives 
of millions of Americans. So I am 
pleased to pay tribute to the Spanish 
Broadcasting System, to honor the 
passing of Pablo Raul Alarcon, and to 
recognize the tremendous achievement 
of Raul Alarcon, Jr., in carrying on his 
father’s legacy.e 


— e 


RECOGNIZING KATE’S HOMEMADE 
BUTTER 


e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
recognize Kate’s Homemade Butter of 
Old Orchard Beach, ME, а family- 
owned company whose attention to de- 
tail and excellence recently earned it 
the top honors at the World Dairy 
Expo, also known as the Academy 
Awards of the dairy industry. 

Kate’s Homemade Butter is a dairy 
farm that is recognized worldwide for 
producing slow-churned butter. The 
recipe for fresh homemade butter has 
been passed down for four generations, 
dating back to the early 1900s. In 1981, 
Daniel Patry, founder and president of 
Kate’s Homemade Butter, unleashed 
his family secret and developed it into 
an award-winning, profitable business. 
In 2005, Daniel’s son Lucas joined the 
company to continue a family tradi- 
tion. 

The Patry family is committed to 
maintaining the degree of quality that 
originated back in the early 1900s. 
They have stayed true to their grand- 
father, Alphonse Hemond, who passed 
down the family secrets to his son, Ro- 
land Hemond. Daniel Patry, learned 
the business from his uncle, Roland 
Hemond, making note of textures and 
tastes, but, most critically, realizing 
that the key to award-winning prod- 
ucts is time, patience, and diligence. 
The Patrys ensure that all their ingre- 
dients come from local farmers so as to 
maintain the integrity and freshness of 
their world-class dairy. 

After generations of making the but- 
ter for friends and family, Mr. Patry 
decided to share this creamy spread 
with the world. The same process for 
making butter that was used in 1900 is 
still employed today, further proving 
Kate’s Homemade Butter’s commit- 
ment to quality over quantity. In 2006, 
the Patry family's hard work was re- 
warded when Kate's Homemade Butter 
won the first of its two gold medals 
from the World Dairy Expo, beating 
out thousands of entrants from around 
the world! 

Winning their first gold medal in 2006 
helped put Kate's Homemade Butter on 
the map in the eyes of national pro- 
ducers and highly esteemed culinary 
circles, including Food & Wine Maga- 
zine and Down East Magazine. In a 
move rarely seen at the World Dairy 
Expo, Kate's won again in 2008, achiev- 
ing а very improbable score of 98.8 out 
of à possible 100. This accomplishment 
was described as a David versus Goli- 
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ath moment by the Professor Emeritus 
in the Department of Food Studies at 
the University of Wisconsin, Dr. Robert 
Bradley, who is widely regarded as а 
pre-eminent industry authority. Dr. 
Bradley noted, Here you have this rel- 
atively small producer in Maine, who, 
literally, makes his butter just in time 
to give his customers the absolute 
freshest product possible. He comes 
into the Expo arena this year, going up 
against the biggest names in the busi- 
ness—the largest manufacturers in the 
entire industry—and walks away with 
а near-perfect score. The finished prod- 
uct is his passion." 

So, thank you, Daniel Patry for your 
passion and commitment to excellence 
at Kate's Homemade Butter and con- 
gratulations to you and your family on 
your award-winning product at the 
World Dairy Expo.e 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO DONALD AND 
ELEANOR BUNN 


e Mr. THUNE, Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize Donald and Eleanor 
Bunn of Colorado Springs, CO. Donald 
and Eleanor will celebrate their 50th 
wedding anniversary this year on De- 
cember 238. 

Donald and Eleanor first met in 1947 
while on à double date to a drive-in 
movie; however, at the time the two of 
them were on the date with other peo- 
ple. Following this meeting, they 
began dating sporadically until Don 
finished his active duty in the Navy. 
After Don's service in the Navy, their 
courtship resumed in full, and Donald 
and Eleanor were married on December 
23, 1958 at the Virginia Avenue Baptist 
Church in Bristol, TN. The service was 
performed by Reverend Haynes with 
Don's father, Silas Clifton Bunn, and 
Eleanor's sister, Anne Blevins Helms, 
as their witnesses. Eventually, Don and 
Eleanor made their home in Garden 
Grove, CA, where they raised their 
only daughter, Sharada. 

I offer my congratulations to Donald 
and Eleanor on their 50th wedding an- 
niversary and wish them many years of 
continued happiness.e 


— AR —— 


FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
Secretaries. 


EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 


As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro- 
ceedings.) 
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL- 
ENDAR DURING ADJOURNMENT 


Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of November 17, 2008, the 
following bills were read the second 
time, and placed on the calendar: 

S. 3526. A bill to enhance drug trafficking 
interdiction by creating a Federal felony re- 
lating to operating or embarking in а sub- 
mersible or semi-submersible vessel without 
nationality and on an international voyage. 

S. 3535. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to index certain assets for 
purposes of determining gain or loss. 

S. 3646. A bill to authorize and expedite 
lease sales within the outer Continental 
Shelf, and for other purposes. 

S. 3688. A bill to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation, to 
amend the Emergency Economic Stabiliza- 
tion Act of 2008 to authorize loans to auto- 
mobile manufacturers and component sup- 
pliers, and for other purposes. 

S. 3689. A bill making supplemental appro- 
priations for job creation and preservation, 
infrastructure investment, and economic and 
energy assistance for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2009, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6842. To restore Second Amendment 
rights in the District of Columbia. 

H.R. 6867. An act to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation. 

H.R. 6899. An act to advance the national 
security interests of the United States by re- 
ducing its dependency on oil through renew- 
able and clean, alternative fuel technologies 
while building a bridge to the future through 
expanded access to Federal oil and natural 
gas resources, revising the relationship be- 
tween the oil and gas industry and the con- 
sumers who own those resources and deserve 
a fair return from the development of pub- 
licly owned oil and gas, ending tax subsidies 
for large oil and gas companies, and facili- 
tating energy efficiencies in the building, 
housing, and transportation sectors, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 7110. An act making supplemental ap- 
propriations for job creation and preserva- 
tion, infrastructure investment, and eco- 
nomic and energy assistance for the fiscal 
year ending September 30, 2009, and for other 
purposes. 


— жы - 


EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 


The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc- 
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC-8686. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled *Dairy Forward Pricing Program" 
(RIN0581-AC86) received іп the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu- 
trition, and Forestry. 

EC-8687. A communication from the Con- 
gressional Review Coordinator, Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of а rule entitled *'Addition 
of Russia and Azerbaijan to the List of Re- 
gions Where African Swine Fever Exists’’ 
(Docket No. APHIS-2008-0107) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Agri- 
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC-8688. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Livestock and Seed Program, 
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Department of Agriculture, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Beef Promotion and Research; Reapportion- 
ment" (Doc. No. LS-07-0141) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Agri- 
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC-8689. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Director of the Directives and Regula- 
tions Branch, Forest Service, Department of 
Agriculture transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of а rule entitled *'Clarification 
for the Appropriate Use of а Criminal or à 
Civil Citation to Enforce Mineral Regula- 
tions" (RIN0596-AC38) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, 
Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC-8690. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report enti- 
tled Report to Congress: Regarding the Ac- 
curacy of the Do Not Call Registry"; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8691. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Chief Counsel for Regulations, Transpor- 
tation Security Administration, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Rail 
Transportation Security" (RIN1652-AA51) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8692. A communication from the Trial 
Attorney, Federal Railroad Administration, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Electronically Controlled Pneumatic Brake 
Systems" (RIN2130-AB84) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8693. A communication from the Staff 
Assistant, National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, Department of Transpor- 
tation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Motor Vehi- 
cle Safety Standards; Seating Systems, Oc- 
cupant Crash Protection, Seat Belt Assem- 
bly Anchorages, School Bus Passenger Seat- 
ing and Crash Protection" (RIN2127-AK09) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8694. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, Na- 
tional Marine Fisheries Service, Department 
of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Taking of Ma- 
rine Mammals Incidental to Commercial 
Fishing Operations; Atlantic Large Whale 
Take Reduction Plan" (RIN0648-XF96) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8695. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Operations, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Taking 
of Marine Mammals Incidental to Commer- 
cial Fishing Operations; Atlantic Large 
Whale Take Reduction Plan" (RIN0648-XF27) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8696. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Operations, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
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ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Taking 
of Marine Mammals Incidental to Commer- 
cial Fishing Operations; Atlantic Large 
Whale Take Reduction Plan” (RIN0648-XG33) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8697. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Taking of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Commercial Fishing Operations; Atlantic 
Large Whale Take Reduction Plan” 
(RIN0648-XF58) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8698. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Taking of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Commercial Fishing Operations; Atlantic 
Large Whale Take Reduction Plan” 
(RIN0648-XF17) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8699. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Sea Turtle Conservation; Shrimp Trawling 
Requirements" (RIN0648-XK78) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8700. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish- 
eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off 
Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 630 in the 
Gulf of Alaska" (RIN0648-XL22) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8701. A communication from the Attor- 
ney of the Office of Assistant General Coun- 
sel for Legislation and Regulatory Law, Of- 
fice of the Chief Financial Officer, Depart- 
ment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Advanced 
Technology Vehicles Manufacturing Incen- 
tive Program" (RIN1901-AB25) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8702. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘New Mexico Regu- 
latory Program" (SATS No. NM-047-FOR) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8703. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of а rule entitled * Abandoned Mine 
Land Program" (RIN1029-AC56) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8704. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and 
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Parks, National Park Service, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Special Regula- 
tion: Areas of the National Park System, Na- 
tional Capital Region" (RIN1024-AD71) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8705. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks, National Park Service, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled National Park 
System Units in Alaska" (RIN1024-AD69) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8706. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of Land and Minerals Manage- 
ment, Minerals Management Service, De- 
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Royalty Relief - Ultra-Deep Gas Wells and 
Deep Gas Wells on Leases in the Gulf of Mex- 
ico; Extension of Royalty Relief Provisions 
to Leases Offshore of Alaska" (RIN1010- 
AD33) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 12, 2008; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re- 
Sources. 

EC-8707. A communication from the Acting 
Division Chief of Regulatory Affairs, Bureau 
of Land Management, Department of the In- 
terior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Oil Shale Manage- 
ment - General" (RIN1004-AD90) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8708. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Avermectin; Pesticide Tolerances for Emer- 
gency Exemptions” ((EPA-HQ-OPP-2008- 
0175)(F RL-8387-8)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8709. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Inert Ingredient: Exemption from the Re- 
quirement of a Tolerance for (S,S)- 
Ethylenediaminedisuccinic Acid" ((EPA-HQ- 
OPP-2008-0250)(FRL-8362-4)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8710. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“MCPB; Pesticide Tolerances” ((EPA-HQ- 
OPP-2007-0945)(FRL-8387-1) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8711. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Stay of Effectiveness of Control Measure 
Regulating Dust Emissions at the Four Cor- 
ners Power Plant; Navajo Nation" ((EPA- 
R09-OAR-2006-0184)(FRL-8739-7)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
vironment and Public Works. 

EC-8712. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
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“Tetraconazole; Pesticide Tolerances” 
((EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-1161)(F RL-8386-7)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

ЕС-8713. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services and the 
Attorney General, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, an annual report relative to the Health 
Care Fraud and Abuse Control Program for 
fiscal year 2007; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8714. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Director, Office of Regulations, Social 
Security Administration, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Technical Revisions to Overpayment 
Rules" (RIN0960-AG02) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8715. A communication from the Regu- 
lation Coordinator, Centers for Medicare and 
Medicaid Services, Department of Health 
and Human Services, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Medi- 
care Program; Revisions to the Medicare Ad- 
vantage and Prescription Drug Benefit Pro- 
grams: Clarification of Compensation Plans" 
(RIN0938-AP52) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8716. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager of the Office of Strategic Op- 
erations and Regulatory Affairs, Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, Department 
of Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Medicaid Program; Clarification of Out- 
patient Hospital Facility (Including Out- 
patient Hospital Clinic) Services Definition" 
(RIN0938-A017) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8717. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Information Re- 
porting on Employer-Owned Life Insurance 
Contracts" (RIN1545-BG58) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8718. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Election to Ex- 
pense Certain Refineries" (RIN1545-BF06) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-8719. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘‘2008 Base Period T- 
Bill Rate" (Rev. Rul. 2008-51) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8720. A communication from Director 
of the Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De- 
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Toll-Free Number for Re- 
porting Adverse Events on Labeling for 
Human Drug Products" (RIN0910-AC35) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC-8721. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Transportation, transmitting, pur- 
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suant to law, the Department's Performance 
and Accountability Report for fiscal year 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8722. A communication from the Presi- 
dent, Overseas Private Investment Corpora- 
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, an an- 
nual report relative to the Corporation's 
audit and investigative activities; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8723. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Environmental Protection 
Agency, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Inspector General's Semiannual Report for 
the six-month period ending September 30, 
2008 and the Office of Inspector General's 
compendium of unimplemented rec- 
ommendations; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8724. A communication from the Chief 
of the Trade and Commercial Regulations 
Branch, Customs and Border Protection, De- 
partment of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled Advance Information on Private Air- 
craft Arriving and Departing the United 
States" (RIN1651-AA41) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland Se- 
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8725. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-536, “Firearms Control Tem- 
porary Amendment Act of 2008" received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8726. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-537, *'Chief Financial Officer Ap- 
proval of Payment of Goods and Services 
Temporary Amendment Act of 2008" received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8727. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-538, “Franklin Shelter Closing 
Requirements Temporary Act of 2008" re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8728. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-550, “Public Space Rental Fees 
Amendment Act of 2008" received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8729. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-551, Workforce Housing Produc- 
tion Program Amendment Act of 2008" re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8730. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-552, ‘‘District’s Opportunity to 
Purchase Amendment Act of 2008" received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 


November 19, 2008 


EC-8731. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-558, Consolidated Mt. Pleasant, 
Ward 2, and Ward 6 Single Sales Moratorium 
Act of 2008" received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8732. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-554, ‘‘Targeted Ward 4 Single 
Sales Moratorium Temporary Act of 2008" 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8733. A communication from the Regu- 
latory and Policy Specialist, Bureau of In- 
dian Affairs, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled Indian Trust Management 
Reform" (RIN1076-AE59) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs. 

EC-8734. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti- 
tled ‘‘Hart-Scott-Rodino Annual Report Fis- 
cal Year 2007"; to the Committee on the Ju- 


diciary. 
EC-8735. A communication from the Staff 
Director, U.S. Sentencing Commission, 


transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel- 
ative to the compliance of federal district 
courts with documentation submission re- 
quirements; to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 


— EE 


PETITIONS AND MEMORIALS 


The following petitions and memo- 
rials were laid before the Senate and 
were referred or ordered to lie on the 
table as indicated: 

POM-448. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature relative to security 
and defense matters; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 40 AM 

Whereas the Constitution of the United 
States imposes on the national government a 
duty to provide for the common defense, and 
the states and the national government work 
together toward the security of each state; 
and 

Whereas the Congressionally mandated 
Commission to Assess the Threat to the 
United States from Electromagnetic Pulse 
Attack found, in its report delivered July 
2004, that an enemy using a low-yield nuclear 
weapon detonated at a high altitude above 
the United States, delivered by even a rel- 
atively unsophisticated short-range or me- 
dium-range ballistic missile, could make an 
electromagnetic pulse attack against the 
United States, and that an electromagnetic 
pulse attack has the potential to place our 
society at risk and to defeat our military 
forces; and 

Whereas the Alaska State Legislature 
views with growing concern the development 
of nuclear weapons technology worldwide 
and the proliferation of ballistic missile de- 
livery systems that are controlled by unsta- 
ble and potentially hostile foreign regimes; 
and 

Whereas the threat from nuclear-armed 
ballistic missile attack has been reduced but 
not eliminated by the initial limited deploy- 
ments of ground-based interceptors in Alas- 
ka and California; and 
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Whereas the Cold War doctrine of mutually 
assured destruction no longer represents a 
plausible security strategy because of the 
proliferation of ballistic missiles around the 
world; and 

Whereas the testing of ballistic missiles 
launched from ships by enemies of the 
United States could indicate the intention of 
those enemies to use a platform off the coast 
of Alaska to employ short-range or medium- 
range missiles for a nuclear-generated elec- 
tromagnetic pulse attack on American citi- 
zens; and 

Whereas, in 1997, the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture was the first of many state legislatures 
to petition the federal government to de- 
velop and deploy a robust and layered mis- 
sile defense system that includes the most 
effective combination of land-based, sea- 
based, air-based, and space-based architec- 
tures; 

Be it Resolved, That the Alaska State Leg- 
islature urges the United States to work 
with the State of Alaska to ensure that the 
state is prepared to respond to and recover 
from an electromagnetic pulse attack; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture urges the United States to expand its 
ballistic missile defense system, and also to 
develop other methods, to defend against 
electromagnetic pulse attacks delivered by 
ballistic missiles, including missiles 
launched at American cities from ships off 
the coast of Alaska; and be it further 

Resolved, That it is the policy of the state 
to include in its preparedness planning de- 
fense against electromagnetic pulse attacks, 
as those attacks intersect with the full range 
of risks, threats, and hazards confronting the 
state; and be it further 

Resolved, That it is the policy of the state 
to educate Alaskans about the threat of elec- 
tromagnetic pulse attacks causing massive 
losses of electric power and disruption to 
telecommunications and other vital services, 
including health, public safety, food, and 
transportation services that depend on reli- 
able electric power; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture encourages municipalities and private 
industry in the state to examine critical 
vulnerabilities in their infrastructures and 
to prepare for massive disruptions that could 
be caused by electromagnetic pulse attacks. 

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable George W. Bush, President of 
the United States; the Honorable Richard B. 
Cheney, Vice-President of the United States 
and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor- 
able Harry Reid, Majority Leader of the U.S. 
Senate; the Honorable Mitch McConnell, Mi- 
nority Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honor- 
able Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House 
of Representatives; the Honorable Steny H. 
Hoyer, Majority Leader of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; the Honorable John Boeh- 
ner, Minority Leader of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; the Honorable Robert M. 
Gates, United States Secretary of Defense; 
the Honorable Samuel W. Bodman, United 
States Secretary of Energy; the Honorable 
Michael O. Leavitt, United States Secretary 
of Health and Human Services; the Honor- 
able Michael Chertoff, United States Sec- 
retary of Homeland Security; the Honorable 
Condoleezza Rice, United States Secretary of 
State; the Honorable Mary E. Peters, United 
States Secretary of Transportation; the Hon- 
orable Henry M. Paulson, Jr., United States 
Secretary of the Treasury; the Honorable 
Robert S. Mueller, Director of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation; the Honorable Mike 
Mullen, Chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
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the Honorable Mike McConnell, Director of 
National Intelligence; and the Honorable Ted 
Stevens and the Honorable Lisa Murkowski, 
U.S. Senators, and the Honorable Don 
Young, U.S. Representative, members of the 
Alaska delegation in Congress. 

POM-449. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania memorializing the Congress of 
the United States to urge the Comptroller of 
the Currency for the United States Treasury 
to add the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statis- 
tical Area as a new Community Reinvest- 
ment Act assessment area for Bank of Amer- 
ica; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 789 


Whereas, Congress passed the Community 
Reinvestment Act (CRA) in 1977, which 
states that “regulated financial institutions 
have continuing and affirmative obligations 
to help meet the credit needs of the local 
communities in which they are chartered’; 
and 

Whereas, the original act established a reg- 
ulatory mechanism for monitoring the level 
of lending, investments and services in low- 
income and moderate-income neighborhoods, 
traditionally underserved by lending institu- 
tions; and 

Whereas, in the spring of 1995, the Federal 
regulatory agencies released new CRA regu- 
lations that outlined how Federal agencies 
are to assess the activities of lending institu- 
tions in traditionally underserved neighbor- 
hoods; and 

Whereas, the regulations, which became ef- 
fective in January 1996, established three dif- 
ferent tests for lending institutions, involv- 
ing the lending, investment and service 
records of banks and provided a strategic 
plan option in lieu of à regulator evaluation; 
and 

Whereas, examiners rate lending institu- 
tions as either *'outstanding," ‘‘satisfac- 
tory," *needs to improve" or *substantial 
noncompliance”; and 

Whereas, scores falling within the cat- 
egories of ‘‘needs to improve" or ‘‘substan- 
tial noncompliance" can result in delays or 
denials of mergers, acquisitions or expansion 
of services; and 

Whereas, Countrywide Home Loans cur- 
rently issues the most single-family home 
loans in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statis- 
tical area at 4,763 loans and maintains 8.98% 
of the market share; and 

Whereas, Bank of America is ranked tenth 
in the number of single-family home loans 
issued in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Sta- 
tistical Area at 888 loans, or 1.67% of the 
market share; and 

Whereas, the total market share of home 
loans in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statis- 
tical Area is likely to be 11.38% after the 
merger of Countrywide Home Loans and 
Bank of America; and 

Whereas, the most recent examination 
under the Community Reinvestment Act did 
not include the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania or the Pittsburgh region as an official 
assessment area for Bank of America; and 

Whereas, an analysis of fair lending prac- 
tices conducted by the National Community 
Reinvestment Coalition (NCRC) reflected 
that Countrywide Home Loans provided Afri- 
can Americans with only 2.3% of total prime 
loans issued, although they represented 7.4% 
of all households in the Pittsburgh Metro- 
politan Statistical Area and lagged behind 
all lenders as a group; and 

Whereas, the analysis further reflected 
that Countrywide Home Loans lagged behind 
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all lenders in the Pittsburgh region in the 
proportion of both prime and subprime loans 
to residents of low-income and moderate-in- 
come tracts, and borrowers in minority 
tracts received а disproportionately small 
share of prime loans at 0.99%; and 

Whereas, Bank of America also provided 
African Americans with a disproportionately 
small share of prime loans issued, 1.65%, as 
compared to representing 7.4% of Pitts- 
burgh’s population; and 

Whereas, the NCRC’s analysis further re- 
flected that while low-income and moderate- 
income borrowers comprised 40.4% of the 
households in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan 
Statistical Area in 2006, they received a dis- 
proportionately small number of the bank’s 
prime loans, 30.6%, and a larger share of 
subprime loans, 72.2%; and 

Whereas, a merger of these institutions 
would make Bank of America the largest 
lender in the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Sta- 
tistical Area; and 

Whereas, without oversight under the 
Community Reinvestment Act, the credit 
needs of the local community could be dis- 
proportionately affected and impact the 
level of lending, investments and services in 
Pittsburgh’s underserved populations; there- 
fore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
memorialize the Congress of the United 
States to urge the Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency for the United States Treasury to add 
the Pittsburgh Metropolitan Statistical Area 
as a new Community Reinvestment Act as- 
sessment area for Bank of America; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Pittsburgh Community 
Reinvestment Group in appreciation and rec- 
ognition of its efforts in providing economic 
justice, equitable investment practices and 
sufficient financial resources to revitalize 
communities throughout Allegheny County; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Comptroller of the Cur- 
rency for the United States Treasury and the 
presiding officers of each house of Congress 
and to each member of Congress from Penn- 
sylvania. 

POM-450. A resolution adopted by the Sen- 
ate of the State of Michigan memorializing 
the United States Congress and the Presi- 
dent of the United States to support addi- 
tional funding to expand Amtrak’s capacity 
and routes in Michigan; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 200 


Whereas, ridership has increased 47 percent 
on all three Michigan Amtrak routes in the 
last six years. The Wolverine route, from 
Pontiac through Detroit to Chicago, in- 
creased its passenger load 2.5 percent in 2007 
alone. The state-supported Blue Water route 
between Port Huron and Chicago saw in- 
creased ridership of 3 percent in 2007. Rider- 
ship on the state-supported Pere Marquette 
route between Grand Rapids and Chicago in- 
creased 2.8 percent. All three corridors expe- 
rienced sold-out trains in 2007, some on a 
regular basis, which may have limited their 
true earning potential. The trains contrib- 
uted $500,000 of unanticipated ticket income 
to the state of Michigan; and 

Whereas, the trend of increasing passenger 
numbers continues in 2008. Over the first ten 
months of the fiscal year, Pere Marquette 
ridership is up 9.8 percent and Blue Water 
ridership has increased 6.5 percent. Revenues 
have grown as well, from 4.5 to 9.2 percent. 
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These trends over the last six years suggest 
continued record numbers of passengers but 
less than potential revenue because of lim- 
ited capacity, as witnessed by frequent sold- 
out conditions; and 

Whereas, Amtrak employs 114 Michigan 
residents and pays over $6.6 million annually 
in salaries and wages. Amtrak contracts 
with Michigan businesses for more than $5.7 
million in goods and services. 

Whereas, Michigan residents continue to 
face increasing fuel prices, traffic conges- 
tion, and limited access to public transpor- 
tation. We believe the time has come to gen- 
erate additional economic growth and public 
transportation alternatives for Michigan and 
its residents by increasing passenger rail ca- 
pacity and service; Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate, That we memori- 
alize Congress and the President to support 
additional funding for passenger rail cars on 
Michigan’s three train routes, to consider in- 
creasing capacity and routes in Michigan, 
and to consider the restoration of a second, 
mid-day passenger train from Chicago to 
Grand Rapids; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the President of the United States 
Senate, the Speaker of the United States 
House of Representatives, the members of 
the Michigan congressional delegation, the 
Governor of Michigan, the Surface Transpor- 
tation Board, the United States Department 
of Transportation, the Michigan Department 
of Transportation, and Amtrak. 


POM-451. A resolution adopted by the Gen- 
eral Court of the Commonwealth of Massa- 
chusetts relative to recommendations result- 
ing from the New Bedford Fisheries Summit; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

RESOLUTION 

Whereas, on May 28, 2008, а fisheries sum- 
mit was convened in New Bedford with the 
purpose of sharing concerns regarding the 
conservation of stocks and maintenance and 
survival of fishing communities with our 
congressional delegation; and 

Whereas, as a result of this summit, а set 
of recommendations was compiled to be for- 
warded to our congressional delegation re- 
garding the regulations of the fishing indus- 
try; and 

Whereas, the recommendations were as fol- 
lows: 

A) There should be a one-year delay in im- 
plementation of Amendment 16 to the North- 
east Multispecies Fishery Management Plan 
to properly align the amendment with the 
2010 deadlines set forth in the Magnuson Ste- 
vens Reauthorization Act and until better 
Scientific data is available; and 

B) The costs and benefits of management 
Should be evaluated taking into account the 
failure to maintain optimum yield and dis- 
cards; and 

C) The National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration approach to management 
needs to be revised, considering and taking 
into account the advice from the fishing in- 
dustry while maintaining the conservation 
of stocks; and 

Whereas, under the leadership of our New 
England coastal congressional members, 
these recommendations are being advocated 
for; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Massachusetts General 
Court respectfully urges the members of the 
Massachusetts congressional delegation and 
the leaders of the Congress of the United 
States to advocate for the recommendations 
set forth regarding the regulations of the 
fishing industry; and be it further 
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Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions 
be forwarded by the clerk of the House of 
Representatives to the Majority Leader of 
the United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives and 
the members of the Massachusetts congres- 
sional delegation. 

POM-452. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania memorializing the Congress of 
the United States to oppose the New York/ 
New Jersey/Pennsylvania metropolitan air- 
Space redesign proposals; to the Committee 
on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 673 


Whereas, the basic air traffic structure of 
the New York/New Jersey/Philadelphia met- 
ropolitan area airspace was designed and im- 
plemented in the 1960s and was last modified 
in 1987 with the Expanded East Coast Plan 
(ЕЕСР); and 

Whereas, the EECP proved inadequate in 
addressing the changes in volume and type of 
aircraft used by the National Airspace Sys- 
tem and also caused major noise problems 
that resulted in à congressional mandate in 
the Aviation Safety and Capacity Expansion 
Act of 1990, requiring the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) to perform an envi- 
ronmental impact study of the EECP and 
mitigate the noise; and 

Whereas, in the 1995 final environmental 
impact study, the FAA committed to miti- 
gate noise in a follow-up regional study; and 

Whereas, in 2001, the FAA determined that 
aircraft noise pollution was the strongest 
and most widespread concern raised by the 
public, however, the FAA failed to include 
the reduction of aircraft noise as а formal 
goal of its regional redesign project; and 

Whereas, on December 20, 2005, the FAA 
issued à draft environmental impact state- 
ment containing several proposals to rede- 
sign the New York/New Jersey/Philadelphia 
metropolitan airspace; and 

Whereas, the airspace redesign involves a 
31,000 square mile, five-state area with a pop- 
ulation of 29 million residents and 21 air- 
ports, with particular focus placed on air 
traffic operations at five major airports, in- 
cluding the Philadelphia International Air- 
port in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; 
and 

Whereas, the FAA began implementation 
of the airspace redesign in December 2007; 
and 

Whereas, the FAA did not conduct proper 
environmental reviews or seek proper input 
from the public and air traffic controllers at 
Philadelphia International Airport; and 

Whereas, the FAA has shunned additional 
public hearing requests made by Federal and 
State legislators representing affected areas; 
and 

Whereas, since southeastern Pennsylvania 
does not have a regional airport authority, it 
lacks the ability to coordinate airport plan- 
ning and operations, ensuring underuse of re- 
gional airports and the overuse of the Phila- 
delphia International Airport; and 

Whereas, the Commonwealth should not 
appropriate State money for improvements 
to the infrastructure of the Philadelphia 
International Airport until such time as the 
FAA fully addresses the safety and environ- 
mental impact of the airspace redesign plan 
and offers à modified plan that incorporates 
the use of regional airports; and 

Whereas, the New Jersey Coalition Against 
Aircraft Noise and the Citizens Coalition 
Against Noise Pollution oppose these pro- 
posals, arguing that the interests of the citi- 
zens of affected areas have not been consid- 
ered and that the proposals no longer pro- 
mote aircraft noise reduction; and 
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Whereas, it is in the best interest of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to oppose 
the FAA's proposal to redesign the New 
York/New Jersey/Philadelphia metropolitan 
airspace; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
call upon the Congress of the United States 
to immediately suspend the FAA's imple- 
mentation of the New York/New Jersey/ 
Philadelphia metropolitan airspace redesign 
and hold additional hearings seeking the 
input of elected officials and concerned citi- 
zens; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Administrator of the Fed- 
eral Aviation Administration and each mem- 
ber of the Pennsylvania Congressional Dele- 
gation now serving in the United States Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives. 


POM-453. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania relative to the Susquehanna 
Flood Forecasting and Warning System; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 929 

Whereas, the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers has fiscal year 2009-2010 operation 
and maintenance funding for six or seven 
stream gauges between the New York border 
and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, that are a 
part of the Cooperative Streamgauging Net- 
work in the Susquehanna River Basin, neces- 
sitating stopgap measures to allow the 
United States Geological Survey to continue 
ongoing operation and maintenance of the 
gauges; and 

Whereas, Congress has reduced the appro- 
priation and not made available the entire $2 
million necessary for the Susquehanna Flood 
Forecasting and Warning System, which in- 
cludes the operation and maintenance of the 
stream gauges; and 

Whereas, the real time data provided by 
the stream gauges is of critical importance 
to water managers and others for a host of 
water management programs such as flood 
forecasting and warning, drought moni- 
toring, water quality monitoring, regulatory 
purposes and recreational uses; and 

Whereas, the Susquehanna River Basin is 
one of the most flood-prone watersheds in 
the United States, with average annual flood 
damages of nearly $150 million; and 

Whereas, real time data are of particular 
importance for timely and accurate flood 
forecasts and warning activities in the Sus- 
quehanna River Basin, where the Susque- 
hanna Flood Forecasting and Warning Sys- 
tem has helped to prevent injury and loss of 
life, to reduce flood damages by tens of mil- 
lions of dollars and to deliver a benefit-to- 
cost ratio of 20:1; and 

Whereas, these water resource manage- 
ment programs are inextricably linked to 
the public health, safety and welfare of the 
citizens of the Susquehanna River Basin; and 

Whereas, given the above considerations, 
there is a long-term, ongoing need for the op- 
eration and maintenance of stream gauges 
for these various purposes and for sustain- 
able sources of funding to allow that need to 
be met in the future; and 

Whereas, in the interest of avoiding dupli- 
cation of effort, maximizing available re- 
sources and promoting good government, the 
Susquehanna River Basin Commission plays 
an important coordinative role with Federal 
and State agencies through the Susquehanna 
Flood Forecasting and Warning System and 
also provides important technical assistance 
and public information services to the sys- 
tem; therefore be it 
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Resolved, That the House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
urge the Congress of the United States to re- 
store full funding for fiscal year 2009-2010 and 
provide sufficient funding in the Federal fis- 
cal year 2010-2011 budget and beyond for the 
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis- 
tration to fully fund at $2 million the Sus- 
quehanna Flood Forecasting and Warning 
System to enable timely and accurate flood 
forecasts and warnings to be issued by the 
National Weather Service for the Susque- 
hanna River Basin; and be it further 

Resolved, That the administrator of Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion be urged to discontinue withholding 
funds that are used for administrative pur- 
poses, are critically needed for program im- 
plementation and are appropriated for the 
Susquehanna Flood Forecasting Warning 
System; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States; the Director of the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget; to the presiding officers of 
each house of Congress and to each member 
of the Congress from Pennsylvania; the ad- 
ministrators of the National Oceanic and At- 
mospheric Administration, to the United 
States Geological Survey; the Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Army for Civil Works; the Com- 
mander, United States Army Corps of Engi- 
neers North Atlantic Division; the District 
Engineer, United States Army Corps of Engi- 
neers Baltimore District; the Secretary of 
Environmental Protection, the Secretary of 
Conservation and Natural Resources and the 
Secretary of Community and Economic De- 
velopment of Pennsylvania; the Executive 
Director of the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency; the directors of all 
county emergency management agencies in 
the Pennsylvania portion of the Susque- 
hanna River Basin; and the Executive Direc- 
tor of the Susquehanna River Basin Commis- 
sion. 

РОМ-454. A resolution adopted by the Sen- 
ate of the State of Pennsylvania relative to 
the natural gas market and energy policy; to 
the Committee on Energy and Natural Re- 
Sources. 

SENATE RESOLUTION No. 375 


Whereas, the Natural Gas Policy Act 
(NGPA) of 1978 authorizes the Federal En- 
ergy Regulatory Commission (FERC) to 
oversee the natural gas market; and 

Whereas, the United States Supreme Court 
has ruled that state regulatory agencies, 
such as the Pennsylvania Public Utility 
Commission, have no authority over inter- 
state gas pipelines; and 

Whereas, the NGPA also continues the au- 
thority of natural gas companies to acquire 
private and public property through eminent 
domain; and 

Whereas, these various Federal public pol- 
icy decisions and rulings have resulted in a 
proliferation of interstate natural gas pipe- 
lines over which state and local governments 
have no authority; and 

Whereas, the FERC natural gas certifi- 
cation process does not properly protect the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s natural re- 
sources; and 

Whereas, the FERC natural gas certifi- 
cation process also fails to properly take 
into account the interests and values of 
property owners; and 

Whereas, some property owners state that 
they were not properly notified of a project 
in their neighborhood, and the Natural Gas 
Act of 1938 does not statutorily require that 
FERC hold a public hearing in the locality 
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affected by a proposed gas pipeline; therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate of Pennsylvania 
recognize fully the energy and environ- 
mental challenges facing the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania in general and the United 
States in particular; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate believe that the 
demand for energy continues to be à concern 
nationwide and that an effective national en- 
ergy policy must include increased emphasis 
on conservation, renewable energy, demand- 
side management, as well as increased pro- 
duction, and an emphasis on siting power 
generation near demand; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate recognize that 
an effective energy policy must be addressed 
nationally but should reflect traditional 
State and local authority over environ- 
mental and energy matters; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate urge the mem- 
bers of the Pennsylvania Congressional Dele- 
gation to support legislation to amend sec- 
tion 7(e) of the Natural Gas Act of 1938 to re- 
quire that the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission hold à public hearing in local- 
ities prior to authorization if so requested; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate urge the mem- 
bers of the Pennsylvania Congressional Dele- 
gation to further amend the Natural Gas Act 
of 1988 so as to preserve the fundamental 
rights of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
and its local governments and its citizens to 
determine the future of land-use polices; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of each 
house of Congress and to each member of 
Congress from Pennsylvania. 

POM-455. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania urging the Congress of the 
United States relative to gas and energy 
prices; to the Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 546 


Whereas, coal, oil and natural gas cur- 
rently provide more than 85% of all the en- 
ergy consumed in the United States, which 
accounts for nearly two-thirds of our elec- 
tricity consumption and virtually all of our 
transportation fuels; and 

Whereas, even with aggressive develop- 
ment and deployment of new renewable and 
nuclear technologies, it is likely that this 
nation's burgeoning and debilitating depend- 
ence on foreign oil will surely increase over 
atleast the next two decades; and 

Whereas, with continued strife in the Mid- 
dle East and unrest in other oil-producing re- 
gions, the price and supply of gas and energy 
have grown increasingly unstable in today's 
complex, globalized economy; and 

Whereas, the Department of Energy fore- 
casts a sharp and definite spike in gas and 
energy prices over the winter months, fur- 
ther crippling consumers of this nation, es- 
pecially those living in the northeast; and 

Whereas, more than 50% of this Common- 
wealth's citizens and 58% of this nation's 
households utilize natural gas, forcing fami- 
lies with low income to spend 10% of their 
annual incomes on energy costs; and 

Whereas, America's economic viability, na- 
tional security and citizens' welfare depend 
on the continued availability of reliable and 
affordable fossil fuels; and 

Whereas, the economic duress of this na- 
tion is further exacerbated by increasing en- 
ergy prices, thus depressing consumer spend- 
ing, which accounts for two-thirds of eco- 
nomioe activity in the United States; and 
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Whereas, the lack of oversight and inquiry 
by Congress into the energy policy of this 
nation resulted in the five largest United 
States refineries earning $228 billion in prof- 
its from 2001 to 2005; and 

Whereas, these unscrupulous and inordi- 
nate profits were procured on the backs of 
hard-working Americans who struggle just 
to fill their gas tanks and heat their homes; 
therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
urge the Congress of the United States to ex- 
ercise due diligence on behalf of the citizens 
of this Commonwealth and of this nation by 
implementing oversight, inquiry and inves- 
tigation into gas and energy prices to ensure 
that these exceedingly high prices are both 
necessary and ethically ascertained. 

POM-456. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature relative to revenue 
generated from oil and gas development on 
the outer continental shelf; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 17 


Whereas, under the Mineral Lands Leasing 
Act of 1920, the federal government shares 
with the states 50 percent of revenue from 
mineral production on federal land within 
each state's boundaries; and 

Whereas, the shared mineral production 
revenue is distributed to the states auto- 
matically, outside of the budget process, and 
is not subject to appropriation; and. 

Whereas, there is not a similar authority 
for the federal government to share federal 
oil and gas revenue generated on the outer 
continental shelf with adjacent coastal 
States, despite the vital contribution made 
by those states to our nation's energy, eco- 
nomic, and national security needs in sup- 
port of production from the outer conti- 
nental shelf; and 

Whereas, the states that sustain this crit- 
ical energy production and development de- 
serve à share of the revenue generated be- 
cause they provide infrastructure to support 
offshore operations and because of the envi- 
ronmental effects and other risks associated 
with oil and gas development on the outer 
continental shelf; and 

Whereas, under the Gulf of Mexico Energy 
Security Act of 2006, the federal government 
recognized the contributions made by Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas to 
national security and agreed to give them 
37.5 percent of revenue from oil and gas de- 
velopment in newly leased federal waters in 
the Gulf of Mexico; and 

Whereas, other coastal states, including 
Alaska and California, also support and 
should receive, on а regular and ongoing 
basis, a fair share of revenue generated 
through development on the outer conti- 
nental shelf as compensation and reward for 
their contributions to the nation's energy 
supply, security, and economy; and 

Whereas, there are presently 263 active oil 
and gas leases off Alaska’s coast, covering 
more than 550,000 hectares; and 

Whereas, since statehood, oil and gas pro- 
duction from the outer continental shelf off 
Alaska’s coast has generated millions of dol- 
lars in revenue for the federal government; 
and 

Whereas, the February 2008 lease sale in 
the Chukchi Sea generated an additional 
$2,600,000,000 in revenue for the federal gov- 
ernment; 

Be it Resolved, that the Alaska State Leg- 
islature urges the United States Congress to 
provide a means for consistently sharing, on 
an ongoing basis, revenue generated from oil 
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and gas development on the outer conti- 
nental shelf with all coastal energy-pro- 
ducing states to ensure that those states de- 
velop, support, and maintain necessary infra- 
structure and preserve environmental integ- 
rity. 

Copies of this resolution shall be sent to 
the Honorable George W. Bush, President of 
the United States; the Honorable Richard B. 
Cheney, Vice-President of the United States 
and President of the U.S. Senate; the Honor- 
able Dirk Kempthorne, United States Sec- 
retary of the Interior; the Honorable Harry 
Reid, Majority Leader of the U.S. Senate; 
the Honorable Mitch McConnell, Minority 
Leader of the U.S. Senate; the Honorable 
Nancy Pelosi, Speaker of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; the Honorable John Boeh- 
ner, Minority Leader of the U.S. House of 
Representatives; the Honorable Jeff Binga- 
man, Chair of the U.S. Senate Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources; the Honor- 
able Ted Stevens and the Honorable Lisa 
Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and the Honor- 
able Don Young, U.S. Representative, mem- 
bers of the Alaska delegation in Congress; 
and all other members of the 110th United 
States Congress. 

POM-457. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania endorsing the request for Fed- 
eral funding to address vitally important 
water resource needs; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 719 


Whereas, the water resources of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania are vitally im- 
portant for domestic purposes, production of 
food and fiber, power generation, industrial 
and commercial purposes and recreational 
uses; and 

Whereas, the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania is a member of several interstate river 
basin commissions, including the Susque- 
hanna River Basin Commission, the Dela- 
ware River Basin Commission and the Inter- 
state Commission on the Potomac River 
Basin, hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘Mid- 
Atlantic Commissions’’; and 

Whereas, the jurisdiction of the Mid-Atlan- 
tic Commissions encompasses approximately 
two-thirds of the land area of this Common- 
wealth and approximately two-thirds of the 
stream miles in the State; and 

Whereas, the Mid-Atlantic Commissions 
provide invaluable water resource functions, 
including planning and management activi- 
ties to avoid conflicts between states sharing 
the same watersheds and among water users; 
and 

Whereas, the Mid-Atlantic Commissions 
were established by legislation enacted by 
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and the 
other member jurisdictions to each of the 


compacts, including the Federal Govern- 
ment; and 
Whereas, the interstate compacts that 


were created as a result of this legislation 
require their member jurisdictions, includ- 
ing the Federal Government, to provide equi- 
table shares of funding in support of the Mid- 
Atlantic Commissions’ annual expense budg- 
ets; and 

Whereas, the Federal Government has pro- 
vided no direct funding to the Mid-Atlantic 
Commissions for the past decade in fulfill- 
ment of its interstate compact obligations, 
resulting in the burden of financial responsi- 
bility being shifted to the member states of 
the Mid-Atlantic Commissions, including the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, the President of the United 
States did not request funding in his budget 
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request for fiscal year 2009 to fulfill the Fed- 
eral Government’s equitable share of funding 
in support of the Mid-Atlantic Commissions’ 
annual expense budgets for fiscal year 2009; 
and 

Whereas, the 110th Congress of the United 
States, in its first session, enacted the Water 
Resources Development Act of 2007; and 

Whereas, section 5019(b) of the Water Re- 
sources Development Act of 2007 requires the 
Secretary of the Army to allocate funds to 
the Mid-Atlantic Commissions to fulfill the 
equitable funding requirements of the re- 
spective interstate compacts; and 

Whereas, the Mid-Atlantic Commissions 
have officially requested that funding be in- 
cluded in the fiscal year 2009 Energy and 
Water Development Appropriations Bill in 
the amount of $1 million for the Susque- 
hanna River Basin Commission, $715,000 for 
the Delaware River Basin Commission and 
$650,000 for the Interstate Commission on the 
Potomac River Basin; and 

Whereas, Federal funding is needed for the 
Mid-Atlantic Commissions to address vitally 
important water resource needs, among 
them the establishment of flow targets to 
guide the Susquehanna River Basin Commis- 
sion’s management of major withdrawals in 
the Susquehanna River Basin, the initiation 
of flood mitigation activities in the Dela- 
ware River Basin and the coordination with 
community leaders on drinking water source 
water protection activities; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
wholeheartedly endorse the request of the 
Mid-Atlantic Commissions for funding from 
the Federal Government in fiscal year 2009; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That all members of the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania’s Congressional 
Delegation are strongly encouraged to ac- 
tively support the funding request of the 
Mid-Atlantic Commissions; and be it further 

Resolved, That the United States Senate 
and the United States House of Representa- 
tives Appropriations Subcommittees on En- 
ergy and Water Development be urged to 
place a high priority on the request of the 
Mid-Atlantic Commissions and to include 
said request in the fiscal year 2009 Energy 
and Water Development Appropriations Bill; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That pursuant to the require- 
ments of section 5019(b) of the Water Re- 
sources Development Act of 2007, the Sec- 
retary of the Army be urged to recommend 
funds for the Mid-Atlantic Commissions in 
the fiscal year 2010 budget it submits to the 
Office of Management and Budget; and be it 
further 

Resolved, That pursuant to the require- 
ments of the interstate compacts of the Mid- 
Atlantic Commissions, the President of the 
United States be urged to include funds for 
the Federal Government’s equitable share of 
funding in support of the Mid-Atlantic Com- 
missions’ 2010 budget in the President’s 2010 
budget request; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania and the governors 
and general assemblies of the other member 
states of the Mid-Atlantic Commissions be 
urged to consider the adoption of similar res- 
olutions; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States, the chairmen and ranking members 
of the United States Senate and United 
States House of Representatives Appropria- 
tions Subcommittees for Energy and Water 
Development, the Secretary of the Army, the 
director of the Office of Management and 
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Budget, each member of Congress from Penn- 
sylvania and the governors and general as- 
semblies of New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, 
New York, Virginia and West Virginia. 
POM-458. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania directing the Joint State Gov- 
ernment Commission to conduct an in-depth 
study of the subject of developments of re- 
gional significance and impact; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 
HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 845 


Whereas, on September 19, 2006, a massive 
landslide occurred in Kilbuck Township, Al- 
legheny County; and 

Whereas, on October 24, 2006, the House of 
Representatives adopted House Resolution 
897, which directed the Joint State Govern- 
ment Commission to conduct an in-depth in- 
vestigation into the September 19, 2006, land- 
slide and compile a report on its findings and 
recommendations; and 

Whereas, House Resolution 897 authorized 
the appointment of a four-member legisla- 
tive task force and an advisory committee to 
assist the task force in this undertaking; and 

Whereas, the advisory committee estab- 
lished under House Resolution 897 rep- 
resented a broad range of expertise and in- 
terests and included attorneys, geologists, 
engineers, land use planners, representatives 
of local and county governments, representa- 
tives of community development organiza- 
tions, environmental advocates, representa- 
tives of Communities First!, the executive 
director of the Joint Legislative Air and 
Water Pollution Control and Conservation 
Committee, a representative from the De- 
partment of Conservation and Natural Re- 
sources, a representative from the Depart- 
ment of Environmental Protection and a rep- 
resentative from the Department of Trans- 
portation; and 

Whereas, the task force and advisory com- 
mittee noted that possible issues contrib- 
uting to the Kilbuck landslide included geo- 
logically hazardous conditions at the site, 
inadequate coordination among regulatory 
decisionmakers and lack of capacity by some 
municipalities, particularly with respect to 
approvals of large, complex developments; 
and 

Whereas, the task force and advisory com- 
mittee agreed to address the following seven 
subject areas that could help prevent the oc- 
currence of such landslides: 

(1) revisions to the Pennsylvania Munici- 
palities Planning Code; 

(2) regional planning and review; 

(3) resources to local governments; 

(4) the permitting and inspection process; 

(5) coordination of agencies’ actions; 

(6) standing and jurisdiction; and 

(7) disclosure of geologic concerns; and 

Whereas, the task force and advisory com- 
mittee reached consensus on findings and 
recommendations as contemplated by House 
Resolution 897; and 

Whereas, on June 9, 2008, the task force au- 
thorized the release of the report of the task 
force and advisory committee and the intro- 
duction of the legislation contained in the 
report; and 

Whereas, as part of the findings and rec- 
ommendations contained in the report, the 
task force and advisory committee acknowl- 
edged that further consideration, discussion 
and analysis should be given to the subject 
of developments of regional significance and 
impact, which was addressed only briefly in 
the report; and 

Whereas, the members of the task force 
and advisory committee desired to continue 
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their work regarding the subject of develop- 
ment of regional significance and impact; 
and 

Whereas, the task force recommended that 
further consideration, discussion and anal- 
ysis regarding the subject of developments of 
regional significance and impact should be 
authorized by a new resolution; therefore be 
it 

Resolved, That the Joint State Government 
Commission be authorized to reconstitute 
the task force and advisory committee es- 
tablished under House Resolution 897 to con- 
duct an in-depth study of the subject of de- 
velopments of regional significance and im- 
pact; and be it further 

Resolved, That the composition of the re- 
constituted advisory committee be modified 
as necessary and that additional persons 
may be appointed as members of the advi- 
sory committee; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Joint State Government 
Commission compile a report based on the 
findings and recommendations of the recon- 
stituted task force and advisory committee 
and submit the report to the House of Rep- 
resentatives as soon as possible but no later 
than two years following the adoption of this 
resolution. 

POM-459. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature opposing the enact- 
ment of the Protect America’s Wildlife Act 
of 2007 that intends to prohibit aerial hunt- 
ing of wildlife; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 


CSHJR 31(RES) 


Whereas the Alaska Department of Fish 
and Game has experienced and knowledge- 
able biologists familiar with Alaska wildlife; 
and 

Whereas the Alaska Board of Game openly 
discusses game management at board meet- 
ings and makes decisions based on scientific 
data; and 

Whereas Alaska is a sovereign government 
within the United States with its own Board 
of Game responsible for managing the wild- 
life asset to be utilized, developed, and main- 
tained on the sustained yield principle, sub- 
ject to preferences among beneficial uses, 
under art. VIII, sec. 4, Constitution of the 
State of Alaska; and 

Whereas many areas in Alaska are acces- 
sible only by boat or aircraft; and 

Whereas Alaska presents unique living and 
wildlife situations of which many people out- 
side the state might not be aware; and 

Whereas there is no shortage of predators 
in Alaska; and 

Whereas predator imbalance will destroy 
other species that are important to the eco- 
system of Alaska; and 

Whereas there is legislation before the 
United States Congress to prevent aerial 
predator control; and 

Whereas the use of aircraft is a necessary 
tool for managing the asset of game animals 
to provide for abundance for personal use in 
Alaska; and 

Whereas much of Alaska’s wildlife rep- 
resents a natural food source for many Alas- 
kans; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture urges all members of the United States 
Congress to oppose H.R. 3663, the Protect 
America’s Wildlife Act of 2007; and be it fur- 
ther 

Resolved, That management of fish and 
game in Alaska should be left to the experts 
in state. Copies of this resolution shall be 
sent to the Honorable George W. Bush, Presi- 
dent of the United States; the Honorable 
Richard B. Cheney, Vice President of the 
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United States; and President of the U.S. Sen- 
ate; the Honorable Ted Stevens and the Hon- 
orable Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senators, and 
the Honorable Don Young, U.S. Representa- 
tive, members of the Alaska delegation in 
Congress; and all other members of the 110th 
United States Congress. 


POM-460. A resolution adopted by the Sen- 
ate of the State of Michigan memorializing 
the United States Congress to enact legisla- 
tion to help revitalize the economy in states 
with exceptionally high rates of unemploy- 
ment by the creation of a Recovery State 
Renaissance Zone Act; to the Committee on 
Finance. 


SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 222 


Whereas, our nation, the state of Michigan 
in particular, is being buffeted by the tumul- 
tuous seas of economic change. Global manu- 
facturing shifts have had a disproportionate 
impact on the Great Lake State’s manufac- 
turing sector. Indeed, despite years of diver- 
sifying our economy and streamlining our 
state’s governmental operations, Michigan 
continues to be one of those states trapped 
in this economic maelstrom; and 

Whereas, according to the latest U.S. De- 
partment of Labor employment statistics, 
Michigan continues to lead the nation in the 
rate of unemployment. Our average unem- 
ployment rate has exceeded the national av- 
erage by more than 50 percent in each of the 
past two calendar years, and the state is on 
track to break this mark again in 2008. This 
disparity clearly points to the fact that 
Michigan cannot wait for its long-term eco- 
nomic development initiatives to see fru- 
ition. The need for federal assistance in our 
efforts is immediate and pressing; and 

Whereas, Congress must enact a federal 
law that mirrors Michigan’s Renaissance 
Zone statute to create federal Renaissance 
Zones. States with average unemployment 
rates of 50 percent above the national aver- 
age for at least the past two years must be 
designated as renaissance states. As renais- 
sance states, they would qualify for two re- 
covery benefits: (1) a statewide 100 percent 
increase in the federal investment tax credit; 
and (2) the ability to designate certain areas 
of the state as exempt from federal corporate 
taxes with a cap of $1 billion per year; now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate, That we hereby 
memorialize the Congress of the United 
States to enact legislation to help revitalize 
the economy in states with exceptionally 
high rates of unemployment by the creation 
of a Recovery State Renaissance Zone Act; 
and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, and the 
members of the Michigan congressional dele- 
gation. 

POM-461. A joint resolution adopted by the 
California Legislature encouraging the 
President and the Congress of the United 
States to provide a long-term extension of 
the investment and production tax credits 
for all renewable energy technologies; to the 
Committee on Finance. 


SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 27 


Whereas, a diverse energy portfolio will re- 
sult in a reduction of greenhouse gas emis- 
sions, create jobs, stimulate economic 
growth and investment, and encourage a se- 
cure energy future; and 

Whereas, a diverse energy portfolio will 
better position the nation’s energy system to 
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respond to new local, regional, and environ- 
mental challenges and population growth, 
and will take advantage of the development 
of new technologies that will lower the cost 
of renewable energy; and 

Whereas, Congress has shown а multiyear 
commitment to supporting the development 
of а diverse energy portfolio by imple- 
menting and repeatedly extending federal 
tax credits for renewable energy; and 

Whereas, extending the federal investment 
and production tax credits will ensure con- 
tinued robust growth of the renewable en- 
ergy industry, which will help protect the 
American economy from energy shortages 
and price spikes that are harmful to business 
and consumers and are disruptive to invest- 
ment; and 

Whereas, in 2008, there were over 42,000 
megawatts of renewable energy power gen- 
eration projects under development in 45 
states; and 

Whereas, the federal investment and pro- 
duction tax credits will provide the market 
stability and investor confidence that is nec- 
essary in the wind, solar, geothermal, small 
irrigation power, municipal solid waste, non- 
com ethanol-based closed-loop and open-loop 
biomass, and small hydropower sectors to 
encourage increased investment and growth 
in these technologies; and, 

Whereas, extending the federal investment 
and production tax credits for renewable en- 
ergy sources will create more than 100,000 
jobs, will attract tens of billions of dollars in 
investment within the next year, and will 
continue to create thousands of jobs at high, 
medium, and entry levels; and 

Whereas, extending the federal investment 
and production tax credits for renewable en- 
ergy sources will foster new business oppor- 
tunities within California and generate rev- 
enue for local economies; now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis- 
lature of the State of California encourages 
the President and the Congress of the United 
States to provide a long-term extension of 
the investment and production tax credits 
for all renewable energy technologies; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President and Vice President of the United 
States, to the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to the Majority Leader of the 
Senate, and to each Senator and Representa- 
tive from California in the Congress of the 
United States. 

POM-462. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature opposing the impo- 
sition of the milk tax on Alaskans; to the 
Committee on Finance. 


HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 16 


Whereas Alaska residents consume more 
milk, cheese, butter, yogurt, and other dairy 
products than Alaska dairy farmers are able 
to produce, making Alaska a ‘‘milk-deficit”’ 
state; and 

Whereas, because of their milk-deficit sta- 
tus, the United States Congress wisely ex- 
cluded Alaska, Hawaii, and Puerto Rico from 
the mandatory dairy promotion assessment 
or milk tax" of the Dairy Production Sta- 
bilization Act of 1983; and 

Whereas this exemption was maintained in 
the Farm Security and Rural Investment 
Act of 2002; and 

Whereas the National Milk Producers Fed- 
eration and other dairy interests in the 
lower 48 states want to extend the milk tax 
to Alaska dairy farmers; and 
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Whereas the milk tax would require Alaska 
dairy farmers to pay into the national dairy 
promotion program that presently benefits 
only the lower 48 states and does nothing to 
help Alaska dairy farmers or consumers; and 

Whereas Alaska dairy farmers and con- 
sumers cannot benefit from the various dairy 
promotion, advertising, and research pro- 
grams funded by the milk tax imposed on 
milk marketed by dairy farmers in the lower 
48 states; and 

Whereas the mandatory dairy promotion 
assessment would constitute an onerous, 
costly, and unacceptable new milk tax on all 
Alaskans, including dairy farmers, con- 
sumers, school children, day care centers, 
residents of rural Alaska, Alaska Natives, 
small businesses, and others who would be 
forced to pay more for milk and dairy prod- 
ucts that already are among the most expen- 
sive in the nation: be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture strongly condemns and resolutely op- 
poses imposition of the milk tax on Alas- 
kans. 

POM-463. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature urging the United 
States Congress to enact H.R. 2419, sec. 12801; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

CSHJR No. 14 


Whereas it is well documented that the 
Exxon Valdez oil spill has adversely affected 
the coastal region of the state and affected 
the economic status of communities in this 
region for many years; and 

Whereas the state's commercial fishermen, 
who make up 80 percent of the plaintiffs 
seeking to recover damages from the Exxon 
Valdez oil spill, suffered economically as а 
result of the oil spill and, as а result, lost 
the opportunity to establish retirement 
plans or were limited in their ability to save 
for retirement; and 

Whereas these Alaskans would benefit 
from the contributions to retirement ac- 
counts they could make by using money re- 
ceived from the award of damages; and 

Whereas H.R. 2419, sec. 12801, would benefit 
these commercial fishermen by authorizing 
increases in the deductions and income caps 
applicable to traditional individual retire- 
ment accounts, Roth IRAs, and other quali- 
fied retirement plans to the extent of the 
amount of the damage award; and 

Whereas the bill would authorize indi- 
vidual plaintiffs to average income from the 
award for tax purposes over the period Janu- 
ary 1, 1994, through the end of the year in 
which the award is made: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture urges the United States Congress to 
enact H.R. 2419, sec. 12801, to provide relief to 
those individuals who suffered economic 
damages as а result of the Exxon Valdez oil 
Spill. 

POM-464. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature urging the United 
States Congress to repeal sec. 511 of P.L. 109- 
222 (Tax Increase Prevention and Reconcili- 
ation Act of 2005); to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

CSHJR No. 41 

Whereas sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax In- 
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) will require states, cities, counties, and 
boroughs that spend more than $100,000,000 
each year on goods and services after Decem- 
ber 31, 2010, to withhold three percent of 
their payments to nearly all vendors and 
contractors for federal income purposes and 
to report nonwage payments; and 
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Whereas sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax In- 
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005 was added by a congressional con- 
ference committee without benefit of any 
public hearings in either the United States 
House of Representatives or the United 
States Senate; and 

Whereas, although sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 
(Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation 
Act of 2005) was inserted into the legislation 
to save approximately $7,000,000,000 in federal 
taxes between 2011 and 2015, the effect of the 
provision is to increase the burden and costs 
to state and local governments by making 
these governments uncompensated and in- 
voluntary federal tax collectors because no 
federal funding is provided to cover the costs 
of implementing sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax 
Increase Prevention and Reconciliation Act 
of 2005); and 

Whereas sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax In- 
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) creates another unfunded federal man- 
date that will add à cost to state and local 
governments that exceeds the threshold of 
P.L. 104-04 (Unfunded Mandates Reform Act 
of 1995), and sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax In- 
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) will therefore short-circuit the public 
process required by P.L. 104-04 (Unfunded 
Mandates Reform Act of 1995) and thus vio- 
late that Act; and 

Whereas the Department of Administra- 
tion, the University of Alaska, the Munici- 
pality of Anchorage, the Fairbanks North 
Star Borough, and the Anchorage School 
District, all governmental entities in Alaska 
that are affected by sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 
(Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation 
Act of 2005), have expressed serious concerns 
about it and have urged its repeal; and 

Whereas local governmental officials have 
stated that sec. 511 of PL. 109-222 (Tax In- 
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) will be extremely difficult and expen- 
sive to implement, requiring major program- 
ming changes to financial and accounting 
systems and the hiring of additional staff; 
and 

Whereas, because of the three percent 
withholding requirement, local businesses 
will be discouraged from bidding on state 
and local governmental contracts for prod- 
ucts and services, thereby dampening com- 
petitive bidding and driving up the prices to 
offset the three percent withholding, and 
this, in turn, is likely to increase the cost of 
procurement by state and local governments; 
and 

Whereas sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax In- 
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005) will pose significant difficulties for the 
State of Alaska in its efforts to procure 
£oods and services for the state, because 

(1) the state accounting system is 28 years 
old and cannot accommodate mandatory 
backup withholding; 

(2) it would take about а year to make the 
necessary systemic changes and require sub- 
stantial additional record keeping to rec- 
oncile the amounts paid to vendors and those 
amounts reported and remitted to the Inter- 
nal Revenue Service; 

(3) obtaining exemptions to sec. 511 of P.L. 
109-222 (Tax Increase Prevention and Rec- 
onciliation Act of 2005) would be difficult and 
costly; and 

(4) vendors might inflate their bids to com- 
pensate for the tax withheld, resulting in 
higher prices to the state; and 

Whereas the state government accounting 
system does not currently have the capa- 
bility to withhold vendor payments, and the 
state need only report payments for services 
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over $600 а year to each unincorporated ven- 
dor; sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax Increase Pre- 
vention and Reconciliation Act of 2005) will 
increase the accounting burden on the state 
by 

(1) requiring most but not all payments, no 
matter how small, to be reported, an ex- 
tremely expensive and burdensome mandate; 

(2) requiring payments to all corporations 
to be reported, significantly increasing the 
number of vendors for which information re- 
ports would have to be submitted to the In- 
ternal Revenue Service; 

(3) requiring withholding on credit card 
purchases, à process unknown complexity; 
and 

(4) exempting certain types of payments 
that will likely require manual intervention, 
which would drive up the cost of compliance 
with sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005) 
even further; and 

Whereas government agencies will have to 
obtain employee identification numbers or 
Social security numbers for numerous indi- 
vidual vendors to allow reporting to the In- 
ternal Revenue Service, thereby invading 
those citizens' rights of privacy and exposing 
them to the dangers of identity theft; and 

Whereas complying with sec. 511 of P.L. 
109-222 (Tax Increase Prevention and Rec- 
onciliation Act of 2005) will have serious ad- 
verse effects on the procurement practices of 
larger local governments in Alaska; for ex- 
ample, the Municipality of Anchorage, the 
State's largest city, with a population of 
about 261,446, which is 42 percent of the 
State's total population, will incur costs of 
approximately $250,000 a year to reprogram 
municipal computers and financial systems, 
plus an estimated $100,000 to $200,000 а year 
of additional costs for ongoing operating ex- 
penses; the Municipality of Anchorage's fi- 
nancial computer system is not set up for 
this procedure and will require extensive 
modifications at a significant cost, including 
the hiring of at least one full-time municipal 
employee; the use of procurement cards by 
the Municipality of Anchorage may have to 
be discontinued, and the use of checks, which 
are slower and more costly, may be re- 
instituted; the Municipality of Anchorage's 
online purchasing system will have to be 
modified and likely will no longer be cost-ef- 
fective; and 

Whereas the additional costs of complying 
with sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005) 
wil place the State of Alaska and Alaska 
local governments at a competitive dis- 
advantage in the procurement of goods and 
services; and 

Whereas, as a result of these burdens and 
difficulties, the state and affected local gov- 
ernments believe that sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 
(Tax Increase Prevention and Reconciliation 
Act of 2005) will not accomplish its stated 
goal of closing the budget gap; and 

Whereas these concerns were previously 
expressed by the state to the United States 
Congress through the National Association 
of State Auditors, Comptrollers and Treas- 
urers; and 

Whereas S. 777 and H.R. 1023 have been in- 
troduced in the 110th United States Congress 
to repeal sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax In- 
crease Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 
2005): Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture urges the United States Congress to re- 
peal sec. 511 of P.L. 109-222 (Tax Increase 
Prevention and Reconciliation Act of 2005). 


POM-465. A resolution adopted by the Sen- 
ate of the State of Pennsylvania relative to 
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hydrocephalus; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 


SENATE RESOLUTION No. 406 


Whereas, hydrocephalus is а serious neuro- 
logical condition, characterized by the ab- 
normal buildup of cerebrospinal fluids in the 
ventricles of the brain; and 

Whereas, there is no known cure for hydro- 
cephalus, which affects an estimated one 
million Americans; and 

Whereas, out of every 1,000 babies, one to 
two are born with hydrocephalus; and 

Whereas, more than 375,000 older Ameri- 
cans have hydrocephalus, which often goes 
undetected or misdiagnosed as dementia, 
Alzheimer's disease or Parkinson's disease; 
and 

Whereas, with appropriate diagnosis and 
treatment, people with hydrocephalus are 
able to live full and productive lives; and 

Whereas, the standard treatment for hy- 
drocephalus was developed in 1952 and carries 
multiple risks, including shunt failure, infec- 
tion and over drainage; and 

Whereas, there are fewer than ten centers 
in the United States specializing in the 
treatment of adults with normal pressure 
hydrocephalus; and 

Whereas, each year, the people of the 
United States spend in excess of $1 billion to 
treat hydrocephalus; and 

Whereas, a September 2005 conference 
sponsored by seven institutes of the National 
Institutes of Health, and entitled, ‘‘Hydro- 
cephalus: Myths, New Facts, Clear Direc- 
tions,’’ resulted in efforts to initiate new, 
collaborative research and treatment efforts; 
and 

Whereas, the Hydrocephalus Association is 
one of the nation’s oldest and largest patient 
and research advocacy and support networks 
for individuals suffering from hydrocephalus; 
and 

Whereas, further research into the epide- 
miology, pathophysiology, disease burden 
and improved treatment of hydrocephalus 
should be conducted or supported; and 

Whereas, public awareness and professional 
education regarding hydrocephalus should 
increase through partnerships between the 
Federal Government and patient advocacy 
organizations, such as the Hydrocephalus As- 
sociation; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate urge the Federal 
Government to collect comprehensive statis- 
tical and data regarding the seriousness of 
hydrocephalus and its impact on American 
families; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Senate designate the 
month of November 2008 as ‘‘Hydrocephalus 
Awareness Month’’ in Pennsylvania so that 
Pennsylvanians can become more familiar 
with hydrocephalus and the individuals dedi- 
cated to finding its cure. 

POM-466. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania expressing support for Na- 
tional Food Safety Education Month; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 


HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 896 


Whereas, in 1994, the National Restaurant 
Association Educational Foundation's 
(NRAEF) International Food Safety Council 
created ‘‘National Food Safety Education 
Month” as an annual campaign; and 

Whereas, the purpose of ‘‘National Food 
Safety Education Month" is to strengthen 
food safety education and training among 
persons in the restaurant and food service 
business and to educate the public on the 
safe handling and preparation of food; and 
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Whereas, there are more than 200 known 
foodborne diseases caused by viruses, toxins 
and metals and usually stemming from the 
improper handling, preparation or storage of 
food; and 

Whereas, bacteria are the common cause of 
the foodborne illness; and 

Whereas, foodborne illness costs the United 
States economy billions of dollars each year 
in lost productivity, hospitalization, long- 
term disability and even death; and 

Whereas, the United States Department of 
Agriculture estimated that in 2000, medical 
costs and losses in productivity resulting 
from five bacterial foodborne pathogens was 
$6.9 billion; and 

Whereas, it is estimated that in 2001 the 
annual cost of salmonellosis caused by the 
Salmonella bacteria was $2.14 billion, includ- 
ing medical costs, the cost of time lost from 
work and the cost or value of premature 
death; and 

Whereas, the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) estimates that in the 
United States, there are 76 million illnesses, 
325,000 hospitalizations and 5,000 deaths per 
year due to consumption of food contami- 
nated with pathogenic microorganisms; and 

Whereas, numerous cases have occurred in 
the United States and the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania: 2007—Salmonella from peanut 
butter in 44 states, 425 cases; 2006—E. coli in 
eight states from fresh spinach, 205 cases, in- 
cluding 3 deaths; and 2008—hepatitis A from 
Chi-Chi's sourced green onions in the Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, up to 2,000 cases of salmonellosis 
occur each year in the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania; and 

Whereas, following four simple steps, con- 
sumers can keep food safe from bacteria: 
clean—wash hands and surfaces often; sepa- 
rate—do not cross-contaminate; cook—cook 
to proper temperature; and chill—refrigerate 
promptly; therefore be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa- 
tives of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania 
express full and enthusiastic support for 
*National Food Safety Education Month" in 
September 2008; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the presiding officers of each 
house of Congress and to each member of 
Congress from Pennsylvania. 

POM-467. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan memorializing the Congress and 
the President of the United States to enact 
the Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 296 


Whereas, in spite of progress that has been 
made in its diagnosis and treatment, breast 
cancer remains one of the most serious 
threats to the health of women. Its dev- 
astating impact is felt across our country. 
According to the American Cancer Society, 
excluding cancers of the skin, breast cancer 
is the most common cancer among women 
and accounts for one of every 4 cancers diag- 
nosed. It is estimated that 178,000 new cases 
of invasive breast cancer were identified in 
2007 and that an estimated 40,000 women 
died; and 

Whereas, although the frightening realities 
of breast cancer can strike any woman, suc- 
cess in combating the disease is, unfortu- 
nately, less universal. A patient’s chances of 
survival are increased with early identifica- 
tion of the disease, access to good care at all 
stages of treatment, and comprehensive 
monitoring afterwards; and 
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Whereas, congress is considering legisla- 
tion that would take a strong step in the ef- 
fort to combat breast cancer in our country. 
The Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act, 
S. 459 and H.R. 758, would require health 
plans to provide coverage for minimum hos- 
pital stays for mastectomies, lumpectomies, 
and lymph node dissection for the treatment 
of breast cancer, as well as secondary con- 
sultations. Among the legislation's specific 
provisions is а requirement that a patient 
undergoing a mastectomy or lumpectomy to 
treat breast cancer be permitted a hospital 
stay of no less than 48 hours; and 

Whereas, the Breast Cancer Patient Pro- 
tection Act would increase access to a level 
of care that can save lives and mitigate suf- 
fering; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, By the House of Representatives, 
that we memorialize the Congress and the 
President of the United States to enact the 
Breast Cancer Patient Protection Act; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the Office of the President of 
the United States, the President of the 
United States Senate, the Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives, and 
the members of the Michigan congressional 
delegation. 

POM-468. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan relative to Agent Orange and Par- 
kinson's disease; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 273 

Whereas, Agent Orange was an herbicide 
used in Vietnam to kill unwanted plants and 
to remove leaves from trees which otherwise 
provided cover for the enemy. After its use, 
it was realized that Agent Orange contained 
dioxin, which is related to а number of dis- 
eases, cancers, and other disorders. Many 
U.S. veterans are known to have been ex- 
posed to significant amounts of Agent Or- 
ange while fulfilling their military obliga- 
tions; and 

Whereas, as required by law, the U.S. De- 
partment of Veterans Affairs (VA) recognizes 
many diseases as being associated with 
Agent Orange, including chloracne, acute pe- 
ripheral neuropathy, and numerous cancers 
such as  Hodgkin's disease, multiple 
myleoma, and prostate cancer. Veterans who 
served in Vietnam between January 9, 1962, 
and May ", 1975, and who acquire one of the 
recognized diseases are entitled to VA-fur- 
nished hospital care, medical services, and 
possibly nursing home care; and 

Whereas, several studies performed at 
internationally recognized research institu- 
tions, including St. Jude Children's Research 
Hospital, have linked Parkinson's disease to 
Agent Orange and other pesticides. Research 
work at St. Jude Children's Research Hos- 
pital linked genetic alterations associated 
with an increased risk of Parkinson's disease 
to pesticide exposures; and 

Whereas, Parkinson's disease should be 
added to the VA list of recognized diseases 
associated with Agent Orange. The Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs Regional Office in 
Winston-Salem, North Carolina, has deter- 
mined in two cases that the Parkinson's dis- 
ease of veterans could have been caused by 
their contact with Agent Orange while on ac- 
tive military duty; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we memorialize the United States Con- 
gress to acknowledge that the neurological 
disorder known as Parkinson's disease can be 
caused by exposure to Agent Orange and to 
require that the United States Department 
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of Veterans Affairs offer assistance to U.S. 
Military members who, while serving their 
country, have acquired Parkinson’s disease 
through their exposure to Agent Orange; and 
be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the mem- 
bers of the Michigan congressional delega- 
tion, and the Secretary of the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs. 

POM-469. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Michigan urging the Congress of the United 
States and the United States Department of 
Agriculture to continue to promote and 
prioritize the establishment of local farm-to- 
School initiatives; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION NO. 413 


Whereas, local farm-to-school initiatives 
improve child nutrition and promote local 
farming communities. These programs em- 
phasize the purchase and availability of 
fresher and more nutritious local foods for 
consumption in schools. In addition, they 
provide an opportunity for students to gain а 
greater appreciation of where their food 
comes from and enhance markets for local 
farmers. Strong local markets reduce food 
costs and fuel use associated with trans- 
porting foods long distances and increase 
food security; and 

Whereas, the federal government plays a 
critical role in the success of local farm-to- 
school initiatives. Federal support can make 
the difference between a successful farm-to- 
school program and a failed one. In par- 
ticular, placing a priority on farm-to-school 
programs and giving schools flexibility in 
the use of federal funding received for school 
meal programs would make a huge dif- 
ference; and 

Whereas, the 2008 federal farm bill (P.L. 
110-246) made major strides to remove road- 
blocks and encourage the establishment of 
farm-to-school initiatives. Under the enacted 
bill, schools will now be able to show a pref- 
erence for locally grown and raised foods 
without risking the loss of critical funds. In 
addition, the bill authorizes funding for 
grants that may be used to make fresh fruits 
and vegetables available in elementary 
Schools and develop hands-on school vege- 
table gardening and nutrition education pro- 
grams at high-poverty schools; and 

Whereas, the promise of the 2008 federal 
farm bill will only be met if Congress and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture follow 
through and continue to expand on the com- 
mitments made. Full funding, regulatory 
flexibility, and a cooperative and collabo- 
rative relationship with the states and local 
schools are needed to maintain the momen- 
tum; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the House of Representatives, 
That we urge the Congress of the United 
States and the U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture to continue to promote and prioritize 
the establishment of local farm-to-school 
initiatives; and be it further 

Resolved, That copies of this resolution be 
transmitted to the President of the United 
States Senate, the Speaker of the United 
States House of Representatives, the mem- 
bers of the Michigan congressional delega- 
tion, and the Secretary of Agriculture. 

POM-470. A joint resolution adopted by the 
California Legislature relative to 
fibromyalgia; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 
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SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 25 

Whereas, fibromyalgia is defined by the 
American College of Rheumatology as a dis- 
abling pain condition. Fibromyalgia symp- 
toms include chronic pain throughout the 
body, extreme fatigue, sleep disorders, stiff- 
ness, weakness, migraine headaches, and im- 
pairment of memory and concentration; and 

Whereas, fibromyalgia is a common condi- 
tion with no known cure that affects women, 
men, and children of all ethnicities; and 

Whereas, an estimated 10 million people in 
the United States and millions of people 
worldwide have been diagnosed with 
fibromyalgia; and 

Whereas, there is no test for fibromyalgia, 
so it often takes an average of five years to 
receive a diagnosis. Furthermore, medical 
professionals are frequently inadequately 
educated on diagnosis and treatment of 
fibromyalgia; and 

Whereas, many fibromyalgia patients find 
themselves underinsured or uninsured be- 
cause they are too sick to work or have been 
denied health care coverage and access to 
treatments because they have fibromyalgia; 
and 

Whereas, fibromyalgia costs the United 
States health care system $20 billion annu- 
ally and strongly impacts families who expe- 
rience lost wages and extensive out-of-pock- 
et medical costs; and 

Whereas, the California Legislative Wom- 
en’s Caucus recognizes that 80 percent of 
fibromyalgia patients are women, that hun- 
dreds of thousands of those affected by 
fibromyalgia live in California, and that 
there is an urgent need to respond to the 
vast needs of this patient population; and 

Whereas, the California Legislative Wom- 
en’s Caucus has taken the National 
Fibromyalgia Association’s Pledge to Care 
by advocating for improved treatments, ex- 
panded research, comprehensive health in- 
surance coverage, and increased awareness of 
fibromyalgia; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate and the Assembly of 
the State of California, jointly, That the Legis- 
lature respectfully urges the Congress of the 
United States to accelerate the federal in- 
vestment in fibromyalgia research at the Na- 
tional Institutes of Health, to ensure ade- 
quate Medicare and Medicaid reimbursement 
and coverage of fibromyalgia therapies, and 
to launch a multifaceted public awareness 
campaign on fibromyalgia; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate 
transmit copies of this resolution to the 
President and Vice President of the United 
States, to the Speaker of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, to the Majority Leader of the 
Senate, and to each Senator and Representa- 
tive from California in the Congress of the 
United States. 

POM-471. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature relative to the 
funding for special education in public 
schools; to the Committee on Health, Edu- 
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 29 

Whereas the Constitution of the State of 
Alaska and other laws and policies of the 
State require educational opportunities for 
all children, including children with disabil- 
ities; and 

Whereas enactment of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act by the United 
States Congress transferred from the states 
to the federal government decisions per- 
taining to the provision of education and re- 
lated services to students with disabilities; 
and 

Whereas the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act requires the provision of a 
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“free appropriate public education" for stu- 
dents with disabilities; and 

Whereas the Individuals with Disabilities 
Education Act authorized the federal appro- 
priation of à sum equal to 40 percent of the 
average per-pupil expenditure for general 
education Students under 34 C.F.R. 
300.701(a)(1); and 

Whereas the Unfunded Mandates Reform 
Act of 1995 (P.L. 104-4, March 22, 1995) pro- 
vides that ‘‘the federal government should 
not shift certain costs to the States, and 
States should end the practice of shifting 
costs to local governments”; and 

Whereas, according to recent estimates, 
Alaska received approximately 16 percent of 
the total cost of providing a free appropriate 
public education for students with disabil- 
ities from the Congress for Part B services 
under the Individuals with Disabilities Edu- 
cation Act; and 

Whereas the lack of adequate federal fund- 
ing for students with disabilities has forced 
states and local school districts to make up 
the difference through payments made for 
other critical education programs; and 

Whereas the lack of adequate federal fund- 
ing for federally mandated services under 
the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act places а tremendous strain on all Alaska 
publie school districts and on the ability of 
the districts to provide quality education for 
all students; and 

Whereas Alaska shares with every other 
state a chronic shortage of qualified special 
education teachers; and 

Whereas teacher preparation programs 
would benefit from full federal funding of the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act 
by attracting prospective applicants inter- 
ested in a career of teaching special edu- 
cation; and 

Whereas the underfunding of special edu- 
cation programs affects the depth of services 
provided to students with disabilities; and 

Whereas, despite significant strides made 
in increasing and enhancing public education 
for students with disabilities, many of those 
students still do not receive the services and 
assistance they need to succeed in public 
schools; and 

Whereas the federal No Child Left Behind 
Act requires that 100 percent of students 
with disabilities attain proficiency in meet- 
ing state education standards by the end of 
the 2013-2014 school year; and 

Whereas improvement in the rate of pro- 
ficiency of students in meeting state edu- 
cation standards is a primary indicator of 
school success under the No Child Left Be- 
hind Act, creating the need for public school 
districts to provide greater access to and 
progress in the general curriculum for stu- 
dents with disabilities; and 

Whereas the task of meeting the rising 
costs associated with attaining proficiency 
in the general curriculum for students with 
disabilities requires a strong partnership be- 
tween local, state, and federal government 
agencies; now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture strongly urges the President of the 
United States and the United States Con- 
gress to fulfill their obligation to provide 
adequate funding of educational services for 
students with disabilities by providing 40 
percent of the average per-pupil expenditure 
for general education students in Alaska as 
authorized in the Individuals with Disabil- 
ities Education Act. 

POM-472. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature urging the United 
States Congress to reauthorize the Debbie 
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Smith DNA backlog grant program; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 34 


Whereas DNA technology is increasingly 
vital to ensuring accuracy and fairness in 
the criminal justice system, but is not yet 
considered a routine tool for criminal identi- 
fication by law enforcement; and 

Whereas over 50,000 law enforcement inves- 
tigations have already been aided nationwide 
because of DNA matches made through the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation’s Combined 
DNA Index System, bringing justice to vic- 
tims and removing criminals from the 
streets; and 

Whereas the Innocence Project has used 
DNA in over 200 cases to exonerate persons 
who were wrongfully convicted of crimes; 
and 

Whereas Alaska and other states through- 
out the nation have significantly expanded 
their DNA programs to include a growing 
number of convicted and arrested felons to 
match against unsolved crimes; and 

Whereas the demand for DNA testing in 
both violent and nonviolent crimes has con- 
tinued to increase as the reliability of this 
evidence is proven; and 

Whereas many laboratories still maintain 
DNA backlogs of six months or longer and 
are unable to meet the growing demand for 
DNA testing, despite funding commitments 
from state and local governments; and 

Whereas the Debbie Smith DNA backlog 
grant program has permitted state and local 
governments an opportunity to begin to 
maximize the full potential of forensic DNA 
through backlog reduction, but much work 
remains to be done: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture strongly urges the United States Con- 
gress to reauthorize the Debbie Smith DNA 
backlog grant program at current or in- 
creased levels. 

POM-473. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature encouraging the re- 
peal of the Real ID Act of 2005; to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

RESOLUTION No. 68 


Whereas the federal government has failed 
to show any measurable evidence that the 
implementation of the Real ID Act of 2005 
will make our borders more secure and bet- 
ter protect our citizens from terrorism; and 

Whereas the state, under the Tenth 
Amendment to the Constitution of the 
United States, has always exercised its ex- 
clusive power to establish standards and reg- 
ulations for the issuance of Alaska state 
driver’s licenses and Alaska state identifica- 
tion cards; and 

Whereas the federal government imposes a 
huge fiscal burden on the division of motor 
vehicles to implement the Real ID Act of 
2005; and 

Whereas noncompliance with the Real ID 
Act of 2005 will result in the federal govern- 
ment punishing individual Alaskans for the 
actions of the state by placing limitations on 
Alaska residents’ freedom of travel and ac- 
cess to federal facilities: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved That the Alaska State Legislature 
does not believe government should wage the 
war on terrorism at the expense of states’ 
rights and liberties of citizens protected by 
the United States Constitution and the Bill 
of Rights; and be it further 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture does not believe the Real ID Act of 2005 
will make the United States measurably 
safer and encourages the United States Con- 
gress to repeal the Real ID Act of 2005. 
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POM-474. A resolution adopted by the 
House of Representatives of the State of 
Pennsylvania memorializing Congress to 
enact Н. Res. 111, which establishes a Select 
Committee on Prisoners of War (POW) and 
Missing in Action (MIA) Affairs; to the Com- 
mittee on Rules and Administration. 

HOUSE RESOLUTION No. 715 


Whereas, it is essential to fully investigate 
unresolved cases involving military per- 
sonnel who served in the Vietnam Conflict, 
Korean Conflict, World War II, Cold War and 
Gulf War and who are missing in action 
(MIA), otherwise unaccounted for or known 
to have been prisoners of war (POWs); and 

Whereas, H. Res. 111, currently under con- 
sideration in Congress, would establish a se- 
lect committee to be known as the Select 
Committee on POW and MIA Affairs; and 

Whereas, the select committee will con- 
duct a full investigation of all unresolved 
matters relating to any United States per- 
sonnel unaccounted for from the Vietnam 
Conflict, Korean Conflict, World War II, Cold 
War and Gulf War; and 

Whereas, it is appropriate that the select 
committee be established to conduct this in- 
vestigation; and 

Whereas, many of these POWs and MIAs 
are citizens of this Commonwealth; therefore 
be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa- 
tives memorialize Congress to enact H. Res. 
111 and establish a Select Committee on 
POW and MIA Affairs; and be it further 

Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be 
transmitted to each member of Congress 
from Pennsylvania. 

POM-475. A joint resolution adopted by the 
Alaska State Legislature supporting federal 
funding for veterans’ health care and urging 
the United States Congress to ensure ade- 
quate funding for veterans’ health care; to 
the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 


SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION No. 11 


Whereas the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs provides medical care for 
veterans who have risked their lives to pro- 
tect the security of the nation; and 

Whereas the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs has the largest integrated 
health care system in the United States; and 

Whereas the missions of the United States 
Department of Veterans Affairs include pro- 
viding health care to veterans, educating and 
training health care personnel, conducting 
medical research, serving as backup to the 
United States Department of Defense, and 
supporting communities in times of crisis; 
and 

Whereas the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs provides a wide range of 
specialized services to meet the unique needs 
of veterans, including treatment and care for 
spinal cord injury, blindness, traumatic 
brain injury, post traumatic stress disorder, 
amputation injuries, mental health and sub- 
stance abuse, and conditions requiring long- 
term care; and 

Whereas federal discretionary funding for 
veterans’ health care is controlled by the ex- 
ecutive branch and Congress through the 
budget and appropriation process; and 

Whereas the United States Government 
Accountability Office report in 2005 high- 
lighted the lack of resources and staffing 
available to the United States Department of 
Veterans Affairs for processing an increasing 
backlog of veterans’ claims; and 

Whereas discretionary funding for the 
United States Department of Veterans Af- 
fairs lags behind both medical inflation and 
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the increased demands for services; for ex- 
ample, the enrollment for veterans' health 
care increased 184 percent between fiscal 
years 1996 and 2004, but funding only in- 
creased 34 percent during the same period 
when adjusted to 1996 dollars; and 

Whereas former United States Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs Anthony Principi has pub- 
licly stated that the United States Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs has been struggling 
to provide health care to the rapidly rising 
number of veterans who require health care; 
be it 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture expresses its profound gratitude for the 
sacrifices made by veterans who suffer from 
medical or mental problems resulting from 
injuries that occurred while serving in the 
United States Armed Forces; and be it fur- 
ther 

Resolved, That the Alaska State Legisla- 
ture urges the United States Congress to en- 
sure adequate funding for veterans’ health 
care. 


POM-476. A resolution adopted by the Cali- 
fornia State Lands Commission supporting 
the Ocean Conservation, Education, and Na- 
tional Strategy for the 21st Century Act 
(H.R. 21) and the National Oceans Protection 
Act of 2008 (S. 3314); to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 


POM-477. A resolution adopted by the Cali- 
fornia State Lands Commission requesting 
that Congress continue to enact, and the 
President reinstitute, the moratorium on oil 
and gas leasing within protected offshore 
areas; to the Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources. 


POM-478. A resolution adopted by the leg- 
islature of the Republic of the Philippines 
thanking the U.S. Senate for the passage of 
S. 1815 known as the Veterans’ Benefits En- 
hancement Act of 2007; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 


-u 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary, without amendment with a 
preamble: 

S. Res. 707. An original resolution author- 
izing the President of the Senate to certify 
the facts of the failure of Joshua Bolten, as 
the Custodian of Records at the White 
House, to appear before the Committee on 
the Judiciary and produce documents as re- 
quired by Committee subpoena (Rept. No. 
110-522). 

S. Res. 708. An original resolution author- 
izing the President of the Senate to certify 
the facts of the failure of Karl Rove to ap- 
pear and testify before the Committee on the 
Judiciary and to produce documents as re- 
quired by Committee subpoena (Rept. No. 
110-522). 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs: 

Report to accompany S. 967, a bill to 
amend chapter 41 of title 5, United States 
Code, to provide for the establishment and 
authorization of funding for certain training 
programs for supervisors of Federal employ- 
ees (Rept. No. 110-523). 

By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs: 

Special Report entitled ‘‘Activities of the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs" (Rept. No. 110—524). 
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By Mr. LIEBERMAN, from the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs: 

Report to accompany б. 3477, a bill to 
amend title 44, United States Code, to au- 
thorize grants for Presidential Centers of 
Historical Excellence (Rept. No. 110-525). 

Report to accompany S. 1000, a bill to en- 
hance the Federal Telework Program (Rept. 
No. 110-526). 

By Mr. KENNEDY, from the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 
with an amendment in the nature of a sub- 
stitute: 

S. 1695. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to establish a pathway for the li- 
censure of biosimilar biological products, to 
promote innovation in the life sciences, and 
for other purposes. 


EE 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


The following bills and joint resolu- 
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred as indicated: 


By Ms. COLLINS: 

S. 3691. A bill to amend the Commodity Ex- 
change Act to require reporting and record- 
keeping for positions involving credit-de- 
fault swaps, to grant the Federal Reserve 
Board authority over investment-bank hold- 
ing companies, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. SANDERS: 

S. 3692. A bill to rescind Treasury Notice 
2008-83; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, and Mrs. BOXER): 

S. 3693. A bill to limit the amount of com- 
pensation for employees and executives of fi- 
nancial institutions assisted under the Trou- 
bled Asset Relief Program, and for other pur- 
poses; to the Committee on Banking, Hous- 
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. SANDERS (for himself, Mr. 
INHOFE, and Mrs. LINCOLN): 

S. 3694. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act to limit obliga- 
tions to $350,000,000,000, absent majority ap- 
proval by the Congress; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. ENSIGN: 

S. 3695. A bill to require a 50-hour work- 
week for Federal prison inmates, to reform 
inmate work programs, and for other pur- 
poses; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. STEVENS (for himself and Ms. 
MURKOWSKI): 

S. 3696. A bill to establish a grant program 
to encourage retooling of entities in the tim- 
ber industry in Alaska, and for other pur- 
poses; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Mr. INHOFE: 

S. 3697. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act to require ap- 
proval by the Congress for certain expendi- 
tures for the Troubled Asset Relief Program; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Ms. SNOWE): 

S. 3698. A bill to prohibit any recipient of 
emergency Federal economic assistance from 
using such funds for lobbying expenditures 
or political contributions, to improve trans- 
parency, enhance accountability, encourage 
responsible corporate governance, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Bank- 
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 
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By Ms. SNOWE: 

S. 3699. A bill to direct the Administrator 
of the Small Business Administration to re- 
form and improve the HUBZone program for 
small business concerns, and for other pur- 
poses; to the Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship. 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. SPEC- 
TER, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. INOUYE, 
Mr. BROWN, Ms. STABENOW, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. DODD, Mr. CASEY, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, Mr. WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. 
CLINTON, Mr. SCHUMER, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mr. MENENDEZ, and Mr. CARPER): 

S. 3700. A bill to encourage and support the 
development of high-speed passenger rail 
transportation in the United States, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

By Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. 
HATCH): 

S. 8701. A bill to provide assistance to Best 
Buddies to support the expansion and devel- 
opment of mentoring programs, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. VITTER: 

S. 8702. A bill to provide for full and open 
competition for Federal contracts related to 
natural disaster reconstruction efforts; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

By Mr. VITTER: 

S. 3703. A bill to ensure efficiency and fair- 
ness in the awarding of Federal contracts in 
connection with natural disaster reconstruc- 
tion efforts; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 3704. A bill to authorize additional Fed- 
eral Bureau of Investigation field agents to 
investigate financial crimes; to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. SNOWE: 

S. 3705. A bill to amend the Small Business 
Act and the Small Business Investment Act 
of 1958 to stop the small business credit 
crunch, and for other purposes; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 

S. 8706. A bill to amend part D of title IV 
of the Social Security Act to prohibit States 
from charging child support recipients for 
the collection of child support; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 

S. 3707. A bill to recruit, train, and support 
principals for high-need schools who are ef- 
fective in improving student academic 
achievement; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 

S. 3708. A bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act with respect to health profes- 
sions education, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 


EE жн 


SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 


The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. LEAHY: 

S. Res. 707. An original resolution author- 
izing the President of the Senate to certify 
the facts of the failure of Joshua Bolten, as 
the Custodian of Records at the White 
House, to appear before the Committee on 
the Judiciary and produce documents as re- 
quired by Committee subpoena; from the 
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Committee on the Judiciary; placed on the 
calendar. 

By Mr. LEAHY: 

S. Res. 708. An original resolution author- 
izing the President of the Senate to certify 
the facts of the failure of Karl Rove to ap- 
pear and testify before the Committee on the 
Judiciary and to produce documents as re- 
quired by Committee subpoena; from the 
Committee on the Judiciary; placed on the 
calendar. 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mrs. BOXER, Ms. CANTWELL, 
and Mr. REED): 

S. Res. 709. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the United States 
Should pursue the adoption of bluefin tuna 
conservation and management measures at 
the 16th Special Meeting of the International 
Commission on the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 


-— 


ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 


S. 1130 
At the request of Mr. SMITH, the 
name of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 1130, a bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to restore, in- 
crease, and make permanent the exclu- 
sion from gross income for amounts re- 
ceived under qualified group legal serv- 
ices plans. 
S. 1359 
At the request of Mrs. MURRAY, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as a cospon- 
sor of S. 1359, a bill to amend the Pub- 
lic Health Service Act to enhance pub- 
lic and health professional awareness 
and understanding of lupus and to 
strengthen the Nation’s research ef- 
forts to identify the causes and cure of 
lupus. 
S. 2063 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 
name of the Senator from Minnesota 
(Ms. KLOBUCHAR) was added as а co- 
Sponsor of S. 2063, а bill to establish à 
Bipartisan Task Force for Responsible 
Fiscal Action, to assure the economic 
Security of the United States, and to 
expand future prosperity and growth 
for all Americans. 
S. 2173 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as à cospon- 
sor of S. 2178, a bill to amend the Ele- 
mentary and Secondary Education Act 
of 1965 to improve standards for phys- 
ical education. 
S. 2372 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as à cospon- 
Sor of S. 2872, à bill to amend the Har- 
monized Tariff Schedule of the United 
States to modify the tariffs on certain 
footwear. 
S. 2723 
At the request of Mr. BROWN, the 
name of the Senator from New Jersey 
(Mr. MENENDEZ) was added as à cospon- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


sor of S. 2723, a bill to expand the den- 
tal workforce and improve dental ac- 
cess, prevention, and data reporting, 
and for other purposes. 
S. 3256 
At the request of Mrs. BOXER, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Ms. CANTWELL) was added as а cospon- 
Sor of S. 3256, а bill to provide а supple- 
mental funding source for catastrophic 
emergency wildland fire suppression 
activities on Department of the Inte- 
rior and National Forest System lands, 
to require the Secretary of the Interior 
and the Secretary of Agriculture to de- 
velop а cohesive wildland fire manage- 
ment strategy, and for other purposes. 
S. 3331 
At the request of Mr. Baucus, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro- 
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as à cospon- 
sor of S. 3331, a bill to amend the Inter- 
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to require 
that the payment of the manufactur- 
ers’ excise tax on recreational equip- 
ment be paid quarterly. 
S. 3359 
At the request of Ms. CANTWELL, the 
name of the Senator from Washington 
(Mrs. MURRAY) was added as а cospon- 
sor of S. 3359, a bill to amend the Inter- 
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to repeal the 
shipping investment withdrawal rules 
in section 955 and to provide an incen- 
tive to reinvest foreign shipping earn- 
ings in the United States. 
S. 3364 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, his 
name was added as а cosponsor of S. 
3364, a bill to increase the recruitment 
and retention of school counselors, 
School social workers, and school psy- 
chologists by low-income local edu- 
cational agencies. 
S. 3398 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co- 
Sponsor of S. 3398, а bill to amend the 
Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act 
with respect to liability under State 
and local requirements respecting de- 
vices. 
S. 3483 
At the request of Mr. ENSIGN, the 
name of the Senator from New Hamp- 
Shire (Mr. GREGG) was added as a co- 
Sponsor of S. 3483, а bill to improve 
consumer access to passenger vehicle 
loss data held by insurers. 
S. 3487 
At the request of Mr. KENNEDY, the 
names of the Senator from Nevada (Mr. 
REID) and the Senator from West Vir- 
ginia (Mr. ROCKEFELLER) were added as 
cosponsors of S. 3487, а bill to amend 
the National and Community Service 
Act of 1990 to expand and improve op- 
portunities for service, and for other 
purposes. 
S. 3539 
At the request of Ms. COLLINS, the 
names of the Senator from Tennessee 
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(Mr. CORKER) and the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. SNOWE) were added as co- 
Sponsors of S. 3539, a bill to require the 
Secretary of the 'Treasury to mint 
coins in commemoration of the centen- 
nial of the establishment of the Girl 
Scouts of the United States of Amer- 
ica. 
S. 3663 
At the request of Mr. ROCKEFELLER, 
the name of the Senator from North 
Dakota (Mr. DORGAN) was added as а 
cosponsor of S. 8668, à bill to require 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion to provide for a short-term exten- 
sion of the analog television broad- 
casting authority so that essential 
public safety announcements and dig- 
ital television transition information 
may be provided for a short time dur- 
ing the transition to digital television 
broadcasting. 
S. 3683 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
names of the Senator from South Caro- 
lina (Mr. DEMINT), the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS), the Senator 
from Kansas (Mr. ROBERTS) and the 
Senator from Louisiana (Mr. VITTER) 
were added as cosponsors of S. 3683, a 
bill to amend the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act to require approval 
by the Congress for certain expendi- 
tures for the Troubled Asset Relief 
Program. 
S. 3684 
At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
names of the Senator from Maryland 
(Mr. CARDIN) and the Senator from 
Ohio (Mr. BROWN) were added as co- 
sponsors of S. 3684, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow 
an above-the-line deduction against in- 
dividual income tax for interest in in- 
debtedness and for State sales and ex- 
cise taxes with respect to the purchase 
of certain motor vehicles. 
S. 3685 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
names of the Senator from New York 
(Mr. SCHUMER) and the Senator from 
Maine (Ms. SNOWE) were added as co- 
sponsors of S. 3685, a bill to prohibit 
the selling and counterfeiting of tick- 
ets for a Presidential inaugural cere- 
mony. 


EE 


STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself 
and Ms. SNOWE): 

S. 3698. A bill to prohibit any recipi- 
ent of emergency Federal economic as- 
sistance from using such funds for lob- 
bying expenditures or political con- 
tributions, to improve transparency, 
enhance accountability, encourage re- 
sponsible corporate governance, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
rise today on behalf of myself and Sen- 
ator SNOWE to introduce legislation 
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that will enhance transparency, 
strengthen oversight, and encourage 
responsible corporate governance for 
firms receiving financial lifelines from 
the Federal Government. 

Our bill—the Accountability for Eco- 
nomic Rescue Assistance Act—will 
achieve four essential objectives. 

It will prohibit firms receiving loans 
from the Federal Reserve or any of the 
$700 billion economic rescue funds from 
Treasury from using this money for 
lobbying expenditures or political con- 
tributions; require that firms receiving 
government assistance provide de- 
tailed, publically available quarterly 
reports to Treasury outlining how tax- 
payer dollars have been used; establish 
corporate governance standards to en- 
sure that firms receiving federal assist- 
ance do not waste money on unneces- 
sary expenditures; and, create pen- 
alties of at least $100,000 per violation 
for firms that fail to meet the cor- 
porate governance standards estab- 
lished in the bill. 

The need for such legislation has be- 
come apparent in the weeks since Con- 
gress approved the economic rescue 
plan. 

Since then, news reports have uncov- 
ered multiple instances in which res- 
cued firms have been caught making 
unnecessary and outrageous expendi- 
tures, which calls their assistance from 
taxpayers into question. 

Last week, Treasury Secretary 
Paulson announced that the $700 bil- 
lion approved by Congress to stabilize 
financial markets would not be used to 
purchase illiquid assets but rather to 
make direct capital injections into fi- 
nancial institutions. 

Given this new mission, the need for 
additional transparency and disclosure 
is striking. 

We have learned that we cannot nec- 
essarily count on these firms and their 
executives to act sensibly and do what 
is right. 

The public needs to know that their 
tax dollars are being put to good use. A 
simple ‘‘trust me" from the bank ex- 
ecutives is not enough. 

On October 16th, the Wall Street 
Journal reported that American Insur- 
ance Group, AIG, which received bil- 
lions of dollars in Federal rescue funds, 
was continuing to lobby state regu- 
lators to delay implementation of 
strengthened licensing standards for 
mortgage brokers and lenders. 

AIG was lobbying against sensible 
standards created by the SAFE Mort- 
gage Licensing Act of 2008. This bill, 
introduced by Senator MARTINEZ and 
myself, established basic minimum 
regulations for the mortgage industry 
to ensure consumers were adequately 
protected. 

Before this bill, in some states vir- 
tually anyone—even those with crimi- 
nal records—could go out and get а 
mortgage broker's license. 

Left unchecked, and with no regula- 
tions to stop them, unscrupulous mort- 
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gage brokers and lenders flooded the 
markets with subprime loans that they 
knew would never be paid back, and 
this served as one of the catalysts for 
our current economic predicament. 

Now AIG, having succumbed to bad 
investments and propped up by billions 
in government money, was lobbying 
against the strong enforcement of state 
laws that might have helped prevent 
this catastrophe in the first place. 

Senator MARTINEZ and I wrote a let- 
ter to AIG and, to the company’s cred- 
it, CEO Edward Liddy immediately sus- 
pended the company’s lobbying oper- 
ations. 

I find it completely unacceptable 
that taxpayer dollars intended to sta- 
bilize the economy could find their way 
into the bank accounts of lobbying 
firms. The legislation which I intro- 
duce today will make sure that doesn’t 
happen. 

I do not mean to pick on AIG, but 
they have also been the poster child for 
wasteful spending by rescued firms. 

In September, just days after receiv- 
ing an $85 billion federal lifeline, the 
management of AIG treated itself to a 
$444,000 spa weekend at the St. Regis 
resort in Monarch Beach, California. 
This included $200,000 for rooms, 
$150,000 for fine dining and $23,000 in 
spa charges. 

AIG executives spent the last two 
days of September on a golf outing at 
Mandalay Bay in Las Vegas at a cost of 
up to $500,000. They were planning to 
follow this with a few days at the Ritz 
Carlton in Half Moon Bay, but can- 
celled after it hit the news and drew 
fire from Congressional leaders. 

As news of these wasteful expendi- 
tures was making headlines, AIG re- 
ceived another $37.8 billion in emer- 
gency loans from the Federal Govern- 
ment. Shortly thereafter, the Associ- 
ated Press reported that—even as AIG 
was asking Congress for these loans— 
AIG executives were spending $86,000 
on a pheasant hunting expedition in 
England. During the trip, they stayed 
at а 17th century manor. 

One AIG executive named Sebastian 
Preil was quoted as saying that: “Тһе 
recession will go on until about 2011, 
but the shooting was great today and 
we are relaxing fine." 

Once these lapses in judgment came 
to light, AIG chief executive Edward 
Liddy informed Congress that he was 
putting an end to all nonessential ex- 
penditures. Yet earlier this month, an 
undercover news crew caught AIG ex- 
ecutives at the Hilton Squaw Peak Re- 
sort in Phoenix, hosting a seminar for 
financial planners complete with cock- 
tails and limousines. 

One would think that a brush with 
collapse and total failure might have a 
sobering effect on some of these firms. 

But this penchant for wasteful jun- 
kets in the face of complete failure was 
not unique to AIG. 

The Wachovia Corporation was 
caught shipping its top brokers off to 


November 19, 2008 


the Greek Isles on a cruise ship for an 
all-expenses paid luxury trip—even as 
the company awaited a buyout poten- 
tially backed by taxpayers. 

Wachovia cancelled the trip due to 
the storm of criticism attracted by this 
stunning display of what the ancient 
Greeks called hubris. 

While the economic rescue legisla- 
tion passed in September includes sev- 
eral oversight boards and account- 
ability provisions to ensure that public 
funds are effectively distributed, the 
bill does not include any reporting re- 
quirements for firms that receive Fed- 
eral dollars. 

This is a significant omission, espe- 
cially given the amount of Federal 
money that some firms are receiving. 

The Treasury Department has al- 
ready approved the purchase of $160 bil- 
lion of preferred stock in 30 financial 
institutions. We know that of these 
funds $125 billion was allocated to nine 
large national banks. 

It was also reported last week that 
AIG will receive an additional $40 bil- 
lion, meaning that at least $165 billion 
of the economic rescue funding will be 
allocated to only 10 firms. 

When you add up all of the taxpayer 
dollars put on the line—from $30 billion 
provided to Bear Stearns in March, $200 
bilion available to Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, $150 billion to AIG, $700 
billion in economic rescue funds, plus 
the direct lending programs at the Fed- 
eral Reserve—we are talking about 
well over 1 trillion Federal dollars. 

Icertainly don't think it is unreason- 
able for the public to know how their 
money is being spent. 

As the end of the year nears, we are 
approaching bonus time on Wall 
Street. Certainly Americans deserve 
assurances that struggling firms will 
not use public funds to pay higher bo- 
nuses. 

The same can be said for these funds 
going towards dividend payments, or 
mergers and acquisitions. 

Shining light on how firms use public 
dollars not only makes good sense, but 
it will also act as à deterrent to irre- 
Sponsible behavior. 

My vote on the economic stabiliza- 
tion bill was one of the toughest I have 
taken during my time in the Senate. 

My office received more than 160,000 
calls, letters, and e-mails from Califor- 
nians concerned about this course of 
action. 

But, I decided to support the bill to 
ensure that action would be quickly 
taken to ease the flow of credit to con- 
sumers and businesses. 

Our economy continues to struggle 
today. The money approved by Con- 
gress must be used sensibly to ensure 
its maximum impact. 

Americans are struggling, and the 
pain in my State of California, where 
unemployment is 7.7 percent, and fore- 
closure filings exceed 680,000 this year, 
is especially acute. 
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This bill puts in place commonsense 
solutions to fix some of the deficiencies 
in the economic stabilization bill. 

This bill is significant and sorely 
needed. We must act soon to help re- 
Store confidence in this effort and shed 
light on how public funds are used. We 
promised the American people trans- 
parency and oversight, and this legisla- 
tion will make good on that promise. 

I hope my colleagues will join me to 
ensure that taxpayer dollars are spent 
efficiently and responsibly. 


By Ms. SNOWE: 

S. 3699. A bill to direct the Adminis- 
trator of the Small Business Adminis- 
tration to reform and improve the 
HUBZone program for small business 
concerns, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Small Business and En- 
trepreneurship. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of the passage of the 
HUBZone Improvement Act of 2008. 
This vital legislation would address the 
Government Accountability Office’s re- 
cent recommendations to improve the 
Small Business Administration’s ad- 
ministration and oversight of the His- 
torically Underutilized Business Zone, 
HUBZone, program and ensure that 
only eligible firms participate in this 
crucial program. 

As former chair and now ranking 
member of the Senate Committee on 
Small Business and Entrepreneurship, I 
have been a longstanding champion for 
small business programs such as the 
HUBZone program. The HUBZone pro- 
gram provides Federal contracting as- 
sistance to small firms located in eco- 
nomically distressed areas, with the in- 
tent of stimulating economic develop- 
ment. According to the GAO, as of Feb- 
ruary 2008, 12,986 certified businesses 
have participated in the HUBZone pro- 
gram since its inception. And in fiscal 
year 2007, over 4,200 HUBZone firms ob- 
tained approximately $8.1 billion in 
Federal contracts. In these troubling 
economic times, the HUBZone program 
is something our country needs now 
more than ever. 

The mechanisms that the SBA uses 
to certify and monitor HUBZone firms 
provide limited assurance that only el- 
igible firms participate in the program. 
Unfortunately, according to a recent 
GAO report and analysis of 125 applica- 
tions submitted in September of 2007, 
the SBA only requested supporting 
documentation, which helps to clarify 
the status of the business, for 36 per- 
cent of the applications and only con- 
ducted a single site visit for all 125 ap- 
plicants. While the SBA's policies and 
procedures require program examina- 
tions, the agency only conducts them 
on 5 percent of certified HUBZone 
firms each year. This is а glaring lack 
of oversight that must be rectified. 

The legislation I introduce today, the 
HUBZone Improvement Act of 2008, 
would take immediate steps to correct 
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the lack of effective administrative 
oversight by requiring more routine 
and consistent supporting documenta- 
tion during the program's application 
process. In its report, the GAO found 
that the SBA relies on Federal law to 
identify qualified HUBZone areas, but 
the map it uses to publicize HUBZone 
areas is inaccurate, and the economic 
characteristics of designated areas 
vary widely. My bill would require that 
the SBA take immediate steps to cor- 
rect and update the map that the SBA 
uses to identify HUBZone areas and 
implement procedures to ensure that 
the map is updated with the most re- 
cently available data on a more fre- 
quent basis. 

The GAO also found that the mecha- 
nisms that SBA uses to certify and 
monitor firms provide limited assur- 
ance that only eligible firms partici- 
pate in the program. The GAO found 
that more than 4,600 firms that had 
been in the program for at least 3 years 
went unmonitored. My legislation 
would require the SBA to develop and 
implement guidance to more routinely 
and consistently obtain supporting 
documentation upon application and 
conduct more frequent site visits, as 
appropriate, to ensure that firms ap- 
plying for certification are eligible. 
These commonsense achievable steps 
would help to eliminate participant 
fraud and misrepresentation, and en- 
sure that firms applying for HUBZone 
certification are truly lawful and eligi- 
ble businesses. 

In its report, the GAO illustrates the 
SBA lack of a formal policy on how 
quickly it needs to make a final deter- 
mination on decertifying firms that 
may no longer be eligible for the 
HUBZone program. According to the 
GAO, of the more than 3,600 firms pro- 
posed for decertification in fiscal years 
2006 and 2007, more than 1,400 were not 
processed within 60 days—the SBA’s 
targeted timeline. As a result of these 
weaknesses, there is an increased risk 
that ineligible firms have participated 
in the program and had opportunities 
to receive Federal contracts based on 
their HUBZone certification. My legis- 
lation would require the SBA to for- 
malize and adhere to a specific time- 
frame for processing firms proposed for 
decertification in the future, as well as 
require further developed measures in 
assessing the effectiveness of the 
HUBZone program. 

Moreover, the Federal Government 
must strive to continue to provide ad- 
ditional contracting opportunities to 
those who are legitimate HUBZone 
firms. I am dismayed by the innumer- 
able ways that government agencies 
have time and again egregiously failed 
to meet most of their small business 
contracting goals. I am alarmed that 
only one Federal small business con- 
tracting program—the small disadvan- 
tage business program—has met its 
statutory goal, and that the three 
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other small business goaling programs 
have all fallen drastically short. For 
example, in fiscal year 2007, the 
HUBZone program met only 2.2 percent 
of its three percent government-wide 
goal. The Federal Government can and 
must provide more to our country's 
hardworking small businesses. 

In my home State of Maine, only 118 
of 41,026 small businesses are qualified 
HUBZone businesses. HUBZones rep- 
resent à tremendous tool for replacing 
lost jobs for our Nation's declining 
manufacturing and industrial sectors— 
clearly, this program should be better 
utilized. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3699 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the *HUBZone 
Improvement Act of 2008". 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act— 

(1) the terms “Administration” and ‘‘Ad- 
ministrator" mean the Small Business Ad- 
ministration and the Administrator thereof, 
respectively; 

(2) the terms ^HUBZone" and ‘‘HUBZone 
small business concern" have the meanings 
given such terms in section 3 of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632); and 

(3) the term ‘‘recertification’’ means deter- 
mining whether à business concern that was 
previously determined to be a qualified 
HUBZone small business concern is а quali- 
fied HUBZone small business concern under 
section 3(p)(5) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 632(p)(5)). 

SEC. 3. PURPOSE; FINDINGS. 

(a) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this Act is to 
reform and improve the HUBZone program of 
the Administration. 

(b) FINDINGS.—Congress 
lowing: 

(1) The HUBZone program was established 
under the HUBZone Act of 1997 (Public Law 
105-135; 111 Stat. 2627) to stimulate economic 
development through increased employment 
and capital investment by providing Federal 
contracting preferences to small business 
concerns in economically distressed commu- 
nities or HUBZone areas. 

(2) According to the Government Account- 
ability Office— 

(A) as of February 2008, 12,986 certified 
firms have participated in the HUBZone pro- 
gram since its inception; and 

(B) in fiscal year 2007, over 4,200 HUBZone 
small business concerns obtained approxi- 
mately $8,100,000,000 in Federal contracts. 

(8) The Government Accountability Office 
also identified numerous concerns with the 
HUBZone program, including that— 

(A) the Administration verifies the infor- 
mation received by the Administration from 
HUBZone small business concerns in limited 
instances and has limited assurances that 
only eligible firms participated in the 
HUBZone program; 

(B) by not obtaining documentation and 
conducting site visits on a more routine 
basis during the certification process, the 
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Administration cannot be sure that only eli- 
gible firms are part of the HUBZone pro- 
gram; and 

(С) although the examination process of 
the Administration involves а more exten- 
sive review of documentation, the examina- 
tion process cannot be relied upon to ensure 
that only eligible firms participate in the 
HUBZone program because the examination 
process involves only 5 percent of firms in 
any given year. 

SEC. 4. HUBZONE IMPROVEMENTS. 

The Administrator shall— 

(1) as soon as is practicable, correct and 
update the map that is used by the Adminis- 
tration to identify HUBZones and implement 
procedures to ensure that the map is updated 
with the most recently available data on а 
more frequent basis; 

(2) develop and implement guidance for de- 
termining whether an applicant is а qualified 
HUBZone small business concern under sec- 
tion 3(p)(5) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 632(p)(5)), including more routinely 
and consistently obtaining supporting docu- 
mentation from an applicant and conducting 
more frequent site visits, as appropriate; 

(3) establish a date by which the Adminis- 
trator shall eliminating the backlog of appli- 
cations for recertification; 

(4) ensure that the Administration elimi- 
nates the backlog described in paragraph (3) 
by the date established under paragraph (3), 
using officers and employees of the Adminis- 
tration or by entering into a contract with a 
private entity; 

(5) establish and implement a time period 
for completing a recertification; and 

(6) develop measures and implement plans 
to assess the effectiveness of the HUBZone 
program that take into account— 

(A) the economic characteristics of the 
HUBZone; and 

(B) contracts being counted under multiple 
socioeconomic subcategories. 

SEC. 5. REPORT. 

Not later than 2 years after the date of en- 
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General 
of the United States shall submit to the 
Committee on Small Business and Entrepre- 
neurship of the Senate and the Committee 
on Small Business of the House of Represent- 
atives a report regarding the implementa- 
tion of this Act. 

By Mr. KERRY (for himself, Mr. 
SPECTER, Mr. LAUTENBERG, Mr. 
INOUYE, Mr. BROWN, Ms. STABE- 
NOW, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. DODD, 
Mr. CASEY, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
SCHUMER, MS. SNOWE, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, and Mr. CARPER): 

S. 8700. A bill to encourage and sup- 
port the development of high-speed 
passenger rail transportation in the 
United States, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, this has 
been a volatile time for our financial 
system and our economy. Hopefully, we 
will be able to agree on a short-term 
stimulus relief that will help families 
who are suffering and states meet their 
financial obligations. 

Next, we need to create new jobs by 
updating our infrastructure to help re- 
spond to the current challenges to our 
economy. I believe a first-rate Amer- 
ican rail system is a critical part of the 
efforts to create jobs and expand our 
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economy. It will also help make our air 
cleaner, ease traffic congestion, save 
families’ money and time, and lessen 
our dependence on foreign oil. 

That is why today, Senator SPECTER 
and I are introducing the High-Speed 
Rail for America Act of 2008. Senators 
LAUTENBERG, INOUYE, BROWN, STABE- 
NOW, FEINSTEIN, DODD, CASEY, LIEBER- 
MAN, WHITEHOUSE, CLINTON, SCHUMER, 
SNOWE, and MENENDEZ are cosponsors. 
This legislation provides a bold new vi- 
sion of how we approach transportation 
policy to expand our economy and keep 
up with changes in our society. 

The High-Speed Rail for America Act 
of 2008 builds upon the Passenger Rail 
Investment and Improvement Act of 
2008 which reauthorizes Amtrak and 
authorizes $1.5 billion over a five-year 
period to finance the construction and 
equipment for 11 highspeed rail cor- 
ridors. I want to thank Senator LAU- 
TENBERG for his leadership on reauthor- 
izing Amtrak and making investment 
in high-speed rail a priority. 

Today, Amtrak’s Acela train on the 
Northeast Corridor is capable of reach- 
ing 150 miles per hour. However, due to 
a lack of infrastructure improvements, 
the Acela train only travels at 150 
miles per hour on an 18-mile stretch in 
Rhode Island and a 10-mile stretch in 
Massachusetts. We must make appro- 
priate improvements to our railroad 
tracks and bridges to allow high speed 
rail to work properly. 

While the U.S. is investing heavily in 
other forms of transportation, our in- 
vestment in world class rail is dwarfed 
by other countries. For example, Ger- 
many’s federal government gives its 
states $8.9 billion a year for rail 
projects, France spends twenty times 
more per capita on rail than the U.S., 
and the Ministry of Railways in China 
invested $19.6 billion in rail in the first 
half of 2008 alone. That is why we need 
to provide a constant source of funding 
for investment in high-speed rail. The 
High-Speed Rail for America Act of 
2008 will take our outdated and under- 
funded passenger rail system and 
transform it into a world class system. 

The High-Speed Rail for America Act 
of 2008 builds on the authorization of 
highspeed rail grants by providing bil- 
lions of dollars in both tax exempt and 
tax credit bonds. It provides assistance 
for rail projects of various speeds. The 
bill creates the Office of High-Speed 
Passenger Rail to oversee the develop- 
ment of high-speed rail and provides a 
consistent source of funding. This of- 
fice will ensure that we have the lead- 
ership to keep this mission on track. 

High-speed rail is often the fastest 
and most reliable way to get from 
downtown to downtown between most 
cities 100-500 miles apart. High-speed 
rail can save up to an hour per trip 
when compared to air travel and re- 
duces trip time by more than 50 per- 
cent compared to driving. The legisla- 
tion provides $8 billion over a 6-year 
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period for tax-exempt bonds which fi- 
nance high-speed rail projects which 
reach a speed of at least 110 miles per 
hour. This speed is often most practical 
for corridors of less than 100 miles or 
for less travelled routes which cannot 
justify the investment into world class 
high-speed rail traveling at 150 miles 
per hour. 


The High-Speed Rail for America Act 
of 2008 also creates a new category of 
tax-credit bonds: qualified rail bonds. 
There are two types: super high-speed 
intercity rail facility bond and rail in- 
frastructure bond. Super high-speed 
rail intercity facility bonds will en- 
courage the development of true high- 
speed rail. The legislation provides $10 
billion for these bonds over a six-year 
period. Rail projects that reach a speed 
of at least 150 miles per hour will be el- 
igible for these bonds. This would help 
finance projects including the proposed 
California corridor and make needed 
improvements to the Northeast cor- 
ridor. 


Rail infrastructure bonds will fund 
projects approved by the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Transportation and be part of 
a State’s official rail plan. The High- 
Speed Rail for America Act of 2008 pro- 
vides $5.4 billion over a 6-year period 
for this type of bond. The Federal Rail 
Administration has already designated 
ten rail corridors that these bonds 
could help fund, including connecting 
the cities of the Midwest through Chi- 
cago, connecting the cities of the 
Northwest, connecting the major cities 
within Texas and Florida, and con- 
necting all the cities up and down the 
East Coast. These are projects that are 
ready to go, but they need a source of 
financing. 


The need for a bold shift in the way 
we approach transportation is clear. 
Traffic congestion continues to worsen 
in cities across the country, creating a 
$78 billion drain on the U.S. economy 
with 4.2 billion lost man hours of work 
and 2.8 billion gallons of wasted fuel. 
Last year, domestic flight delays cost 
the economy $41 billion and consumed 
about 740 million additional gallons of 
jet fuel waiting on the ground. Pas- 
senger rail reduces congestion and is 
an effective alternative to highway and 
air transportation. Americans want al- 
ternatives—and we can deliver them. 


We must focus on making the trans- 
portation sector part of the solution to 
global climate change. The transpor- 
tation sector accounts for approxi- 
mately one-third of U.S. СО» emis- 
sions—and automobiles make up 60 per- 
cent of that. Public transportation is 
an essential part of the solution to 
global warming. According to the 
American Public Transportation Asso- 
ciation, public transportation reduces 
CO, emissions by 37 million metric tons 
annually and saves the average Amer- 
ican household over $6,000 annually. 
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The demand for alternative forms of 
transportation is only growing. The 
number of people riding Amtrak surged 
by more than 18 percent in July 2008 
from a year earlier—the most pas- 
Sengers carried in any month during 
Amtrak's 37 year history. Amtrak rid- 
ership set an all-time record for fiscal 
year 2008, achieving growth of 11 per- 
cent. 

As we look towards economic stim- 
ulus legislation next year, we must 
rethink the approach we have taken to- 
wards mobility in this country. Coun- 
tries around the world have realized 
the benefits of high-speed rail and con- 
tinue to build out their systems as we 
fall farther and farther behind. For far 
too long, we have not made adequate 
investment in our infrastructure. We 
cannot let this pattern continue. 

We have all heard the skeptics and 
cynics dismiss the idea of high-speed 
rail for decades, but due to high energy 
prices, increased passenger rail rider- 
Ship, and the need to reduce green- 
house gasses, the time is ripe for a big 
change. Not only will this change cre- 
ate a modern and reliable transpor- 
tation network in the Untied States, it 
will provide tens of thousands of good 
new jobs and help stimulate the slug- 
gish economy. 

I pledge to continue fighting for the 
development of à modern high-speed 
rail system connecting the major cities 
across America, and I ask all my col- 
leagues to support making this vision à 
reality. 


By Mr. DODD (for himself and 
Mr. HATCH): 

S. 3701. A bill to provide assistance to 
Best Buddies to support the expansion 
and development of mentoring pro- 
grams, and for other purposes; to the 


Committee оп Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 
Mr. DODD. Mr. President, I rise 


today to introduce with Senator ORRIN 
HATCH the Best Buddies Empowerment 
for People with Intellectual Disabil- 
ities Act of 2008. The bill we are intro- 
ducing would help to integrate individ- 
uals with intellectual disabilities into 
their communities, improve their qual- 
ity of life and promote the extraor- 
dinary gifts of these individuals. 

I am proud to be introducing this bill 
with my good friend Senator HATCH. He 
has been a long time leader in this 
cause, and most recently worked with 
Senator HARKIN, Senator KENNEDY, 
myself and others to pass the Ameri- 
cans with Disabilities Act Amendments 
Act of 2008. We, as a society, have an 
obligation to do all we can to include 
individuals with disabilities and help 
them to reach their full potentials. 

Yet, as one study on teen attitudes 
notes: ‘‘Legal mandates cannot, how- 
ever, mandate acceptance by peers, 
neighbors, fellow employees, employers 
or any of the other groups of individ- 
uals who directly impact the lives of 
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people with disabilities." People with 
intellectual disabilities have indeed 
gained many rights that have improved 
their lives; however, negative stereo- 
types abound. Social isolation, unfor- 
tunately, is the norm for people with 
intellectual disabilities. 

Early intervention, effective edu- 
cation, and appropriate support go a 
long way to helping someone with in- 
tellectual disabilities achieve at the 
best of his or her abilities and lead a 
meaningful life in the community. I 
would like to tell you about the accom- 
plishments of Best Buddies, a remark- 
able non-profit organization that is 
dedicated to helping people with intel- 
lectual disabilities develop relation- 
ships that will provide the kind of sup- 
port that will help them reach their po- 
tential. 

Founded in 1989, Best Buddies is the 
only national social and recreational 
program in the United States for peo- 
ple with intellectual disabilities. Best 
Buddies works to enhance the lives of 
people with intellectual disabilities by 
providing opportunities for friendship 
and integrated employment. Through 
more than 1,000 volunteer-run chapters 
at middle schools, high schools and col- 
leges, students with and without intel- 
lectual disabilities are paired up in a 
one-to-one mentoring friendship. Best 
Buddies also facilitates an Internet pen 
pal program, an adult friendship pro- 
gram, and a supported employment 
program. 

Approximately 7 million people in 
the United States have an intellectual 
disability; every one of these individ- 
uals would benefit from the kind of re- 
lationships that the Best Buddies pro- 
grams help to establish. The resulting 
friendships are mutually beneficial, in- 
creasing the self-esteem, confidence, 
and abilities of people both with and 
without intellectual disabilities. 

The legislation we are introducing 
today allows the Secretary of Edu- 
cation to award grants to promote the 
expansion of the Best Buddies pro- 
grams and to increase participation in 
and public awareness about these pro- 
grams. The bill authorizes $10 million 
for fiscal year 2009 and such sums as 
necessary through fiscal year 2013. If 
passed, this legislation would allow 
Best Buddies to expand their work and 
offer programs in every state in Amer- 
ica, helping to create a more inclusive 
society with a direct and positive im- 
pact on more than 1.2 million citizens. 

I thank my colleague Senator HATCH 
for working with me on this legisla- 
tion. And I applaud Representatives 
HOYER and BLUNT, who have introduced 
a similar measure in the House. I urge 
my colleagues to join with me in sup- 
porting this important legislation that 
will make a positive—and needed—dif- 
ference in the lives of individuals with 
intellectual disabilities and in the lives 
of those with whom they develop rela- 
tionships. 
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Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of this bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3701 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Best Buddies 
Empowerment for People with Intellectual 
Disabilities Act of 2008”. 

SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSE. 

(a) FINDINGS.—Congress finds 
lowing: 

(1) Best Buddies operates the first national 
social and recreational program in the 
United States for people with intellectual 
disabilities. 

(2) Best Buddies is dedicated to helping 
people with intellectual disabilities become 
part of mainstream society. 

(3) Best Buddies is determined to end social 
isolation for people with intellectual disabil- 
ities by establishing meaningful friendships 
between them and their non-disabled peers in 
order to help increase the self-esteem, con- 
fidence, and abilities of people with and 
without intellectual disabilities. 

(4) Since 1989, Best Buddies has enhanced 
the lives of people with intellectual disabil- 
ities by providing opportunities for 1-to-1 
friendships and integrated employment. 

(5) Best Buddies is an international organi- 
zation spanning 1,300 middle school, high 
school, and college campuses. 

(6) Best Buddies implements programs that 
will positively impact more than 350,000 indi- 
viduals in 2008 and expects to impact 500,000 
people by 2010. 

(7) The Best Buddies Middle Schools pro- 
gram matches middle school students with 
intellectual disabilities with other middle 
school students and creates 1-to-1 friendships 
between them. 

(8) The Best Buddies High Schools program 
matches high school students with intellec- 
tual disabilities with other high school stu- 
dents and creates 1-to-1 friendships between 
them. 

(9) The Best Buddies Colleges program 
matches adults with intellectual disabilities 
with college students and creates 1-to-1 
friendships between them. 

(10) The Best Buddies e-Buddies program 
creates e-mail friendships between people 
with and without intellectual disabilities. 

(11) The Best Buddies Citizens program 
pairs adults with intellectual disabilities in 
1-to-1 friendships with other individuals in 
the corporate and civic communities. 

(12) The Best Buddies Jobs program pro- 
motes the integration of people with intel- 
lectual disabilities into the community 
through supported employment. 

(b) PURPOSE.—The purposes of this Act are 
to— 

(1) provide support to Best Buddies to in- 
crease participation in and public awareness 
about Best Buddies programs that serve peo- 
ple with intellectual disabilities; 

(2) dispel negative stereotypes about peo- 
ple with intellectual disabilities; and 

(3) promote the extraordinary gifts of peo- 
ple with intellectual disabilities. 

SEC. 3. ASSISTANCE FOR BEST BUDDIES. 

(a) EDUCATION ACTIVITIES.—The Secretary 
of Education may award grants to, or enter 
into contracts or cooperative agreements 
with, Best Buddies to carry out activities to 
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promote the expansion of Best Buddies, in- 
cluding activities to increase the participa- 
tion of people with intellectual disabilities 
in social relationships and other aspects of 
community life, including education and em- 
ployment, within the United States. 

(b) LIMITATIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Amounts appropriated to 
carry out this Act may not be used for direct 
treatment of diseases, medical conditions, or 
mental health conditions. 

(2) ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIVITIES.—Not more 
than 5 percent of amounts appropriated to 
carry out this Act for а fiscal year may be 
used for administrative activities. 

(c) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
this Act shall be construed to limit the use 
of non-Federal funds by Best Buddies. 

SEC. 4. APPLICATION AND ANNUAL REPORT. 

(а) APPLICATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— To be eligible for a grant, 
contract, or cooperative agreement under 
section 3(a), Best Buddies shall submit an ap- 
plication at such time, in such manner, and 
containing such information as the Sec- 
retary of Education may require. 

(2) CONTENT.—At a minimum, an applica- 
tion under this subsection shall contain the 
following: 

(A) A description of activities to be carried 
out under the grant, contract, or cooperative 
agreement. 

(B) Information on specific measurable 
goals and objectives to be achieved through 
activities carried out under the grant, con- 
tract, or cooperative agreement. 

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receipt 
of any funds under section 3(a), Best Buddies 
shall agree to submit an annual report at 
such time, in such manner, and containing 
such information as the Secretary of Edu- 
cation may require. 

(2) CONTENT.—At a minimum, each annual 
report under this subsection shall describe 
the degree to which progress has been made 
toward meeting the specific measurable 
goals and objectives described in the applica- 
tions submitted under subsection (a). 

SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of Education for grants, con- 
tracts, or cooperative agreements under sec- 
tion 3(a), $10,000,000 for fiscal year 2009, and 
such sums as may be necessary for each of 
the 4 succeeding fiscal years. 


By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE): 

S. 3704. A bill to authorize additional 
Federal Bureau of Investigation field 
agents to investigate financial crimes; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise to 
introduce legislation with Senator 
WHITEHOUSE to extend the reach of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
into financial crimes that may have 
helped precipitate the economic melt- 
down of the past several months. 

We must investigate and scrutinize 
this financial crisis as we would a ter- 
rorist attack in order to determine its 
causes and how to preempt another 
economic collapse in the United 
States. 

Following the September 11th at- 
tacks, the FBI re-directed approxi- 
mately 1,000 agents to counterter- 
rorism and counterintelligence activi- 
ties. Without a doubt, there is no argu- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


ment that our country has benefitted 
from the dedicated efforts of the men 
and women of the FBI who are per- 
forming this valuable work. 

Over a 10-year period, from fiscal 
year 1999 to fiscal year 2008, Congress 
has increased direct appropriations for 
the FBI from $2.993 billion and 26,693 
positions to $6.658 billion, 122 percent 
increase, and 30,211 positions, 13 per- 
cent increase. Most of these new re- 
sources were provided in the wake of 
the September llth terrorist attacks, 
as the FBI redirected its resources to- 
ward combating domestic and inter- 
national terrorism by improving its in- 
telligence gathering and processing ca- 
pabilities. As a consequence, for fiscal 
year 2008, about 60 percent of FBI fund- 
ing and staffing is allocated to national 
security programs, including counter- 
terrorism and counterintelligence. 

In view of the breadth and severity of 
the economic crisis brought on by 
events in U.S. financial markets, how- 
ever, I am very concerned that crimi- 
nal wrongdoing may have played a sig- 
nificant role in crippling some of 
America’s largest companies. Criminal 
activity, such as fraud, misrepresenta- 
tion, self-dealing, and insider trading 
may have instigated or exacerbated the 
financial industry upheaval of 2008. 

In order to augment FBI investiga- 
tions of financial crimes, the FBI Pri- 
orities Act of 2008 authorizes $150 mil- 
lion for each of the fiscal years 2009 
through 2013 to fund approximately 
1,000 Federal Bureau of Investigation 
field agents in addition to the number 
of field agents serving on the date of 
enactment. It is my hope that this 
extra manpower will enable the FBI to 
develop leads on unlawful actions, dig 
deeply into those leads, and bring re- 
sponsible parties to justice. The Amer- 
ican public deserves no less. 


By Ms. SNOWE: 

S. 3705. A bill to amend the Small 
Business Act and the Small Business 
Investment Act of 1958 to stop the 
small business credit crunch, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the 10 Steps for а 
Main Street Economic Recovery Act of 
2008, а measure that will take dramatic 
action to finance the growth of our Na- 
tions small businesses, which rep- 
resent 99.7 percent of all employers and 
create approximately 75 percent of net 
jobs each year. Our country faces a fi- 
nancial crisis of unprecedented sever- 
ity that is choking off economic 
growth and small business survival by 
denying all businesses, but especially 
small firms, access to the capital they 
need. 

As Ranking Member of the Senate 
Committee on Small Business and En- 
trepreneurship, it has long been my 
goal to expand access to capital for 
small businesses. One of the most valu- 
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able assets for realizing this goal are 
the Small Business Administration’s, 
SBA’s, core lending programs, includ- 
ing the 7(a) and 504 programs. Histori- 
cally, when credit to small businesses 
has contracted, as is presently the 
case, banks have turned to the SBA in 
order to make loans to small business 
owners. Yet, regrettably, during these 
arduous economic times—we are not 
only seeing a significant drop in the 
amount of business loans made but we 
are also seeing credit lines completely 
Shut down and commercial loans can- 
celed. 

Our current economic downturn is 
drastically more dangerous than any 
threat to our financial system in dec- 
ades. Banks are tightening their lend- 
ing standards without a similar in- 
crease in the volume of SBA guaran- 
teed loans to small businesses, creating 
а domino effect on small businesses' 
job creation ability. The Federal Re- 
serve’s November 2008 Quarterly Loan 
Officer Survey finds that, in the last 
quarter, 75 percent of banks state that 
they have tightened their lending 
standards for small firms. Not surpris- 
ingly, lending in the SBA's 7(a) and 504 
programs have declined dramatically. 
Over the past year, lending in the 7(a) 
program has decreased by 55 percent 
while loan volume in the 504 program is 
down 36 percent. Since the U.S. finan- 
cial market turmoil began in Sep- 
tember, overall SBA lending is down by 
50 percent from the previous year. 

This is why I am introducing the 10 
Steps for a Main Street Economic Re- 
covery Act, which, as its title indi- 
cates, contains a series of 10 achiev- 
able, commonsense steps that could be 
implemented immediately to help thaw 
out frozen credit markets so that small 
businesses—both in Maine and across 
the country—can continue to be the 
driving force of our Nation’s economy. 
All of the provisions included in my 
legislation would directly address the 
credit crunch small firms are facing 
and help them get the capital nec- 
essary to finance business growth. 

First, my bill would improve the 
Small Business Administration’s flag- 
ship lending program, the 7(a) program, 
by increasing the amount of financing, 
from $2 million to $3 million, that 
small firms can secure; allowing small 
firms to refinance their 7(a) loans if 
they can get better terms with another 
lender; and simplifying procedures for 
the loan poolers who bundle SBA loans 
in a secondary market that will gen- 
erate additional liquidity for small 
firms and banks. 

As a second step, my bill would di- 
rectly expand small firms’ access to 
credit by making the SBA’s Commu- 
nity Express lending program perma- 
nent. This year, as credit has con- 
tracted, demand for the SBA’s Commu- 
nity Express program has increased 
dramatically. But, because this is a 
pilot program, its ability to meet this 
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loan demand has been severely re- 
Stricted, forcing lenders to turn bor- 
rowers away who qualify for Commu- 
nity Express loans. 

My legislation also seeks to bring in 
new and rural lenders, and teach them 
how to make SBA loans, by estab- 
lshing an online loan underwriting 
guide to walk lenders through the proc- 
ess. This would increase the number of 
banks making SBA loans, from rural 
Maine to small towns in California, and 
ultimately promote small _ business 
owners’ overall access to capital. 

As a third step, my bill would im- 
prove the SBA’s 504 loan program by 
raising the loan limit from $2 million 
to $3 million. It would also permit bor- 
rowers to refinance some existing debts 
into a 504 loan, and expands the 504 pro- 
gram’s ability to finance projects in 
low-income communities. 

Fourth, the 10 Steps for a Main 
Street Economic Recovery Act would 
rectify the current lack of liquidity in 
the 504 program by providing a new 
short-term guarantee on the first loans 
in the 504 loan package in order to en- 
courage investors to buy these securi- 
ties. Currently, without such a guar- 
antee, investors are not purchasing the 
first loans in the 504 loan package. This 
is preventing Community Development 
Companies, CDCs, from making new 504 
loans to small firms. The cost of this 
guarantee will be fully covered by par- 
ticipating 504 lenders. Once enacted 
into law, this temporary guarantee, 
which would expire at the end of fiscal 
year 2010, would increase investor con- 
fidence, encourage them to buy 504 in- 
vestments and resurrect demand for 504 
loans. 

Fifth, my legislation contains large, 
temporary fee reductions to defray the 
cost of borrowing for small business 
owners and SBA lenders. My proposal 
would reduce overall fees for 7(a) and 
504 lenders and borrowers by $510 mil- 
lion dollars, a hefty sum considering 
that the SBA’s fiscal year 2008 budget 
was only $663 million. When small 
firms lack access to capital, they are 
unable to buy new inventory, finance 
new expansions, or often even cover 
their payrolls. During these troubled 
times, the SBA should do everything 
within its power, including lowering 
lending fees, to help ensure that small 
firms have access to the credit they re- 
quire. 

Sixth, as small firms are being 
turned away from banks and are seek- 
ing credit through micro-lending orga- 
nizations, my legislation recognizes 
that the credit crunch has increased 
the demand for SBA microloans. It 
dedicates $25 million so that SBA 
microloan providers can make addi- 
tional loans and cover the costs of 
technical assistance associated with 
these microloans. 

As a seventh step, my bill would 
raise the maximum amount of govern- 
ment guaranteed capital a Small Busi- 
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ness Investment Company, SBIC, can 
control, from $130.6 million to $150 mil- 
lion for a single SBIC and $225 million 
for a group of SBICs. This will enable 
SBICs to have additional funds to in- 
vest in start-up small businesses, 
which will be critical in driving eco- 
nomic recovery. 

Eighth, this legislation would direct 
the SBA to develop a nationwide adver- 
tising strategy to direct small firms to 
SBA lenders, and dedicates $5 million 
to pay for this strategy. Today, many 
local and community banks have credit 
they can extend to small firms. Unfor- 
tunately, many small businesses hear 
that there is a credit crunch and erro- 
neously believe that no other lenders 
have financing options available. This 
vital advertising will guide small firms 
to find the available resources they 
need through SBA lenders. 

As a ninth step, my legislation recog- 
nizes that taxes disproportionately im- 
pact small firms’ bottom lines. It 
would provide tax breaks that will spur 
small business growth by extending the 
increased $250,000 small business ex- 
pensing limit through 2009. This will 
provide small businesses with incen- 
tives to invest in plants and equipment 
by reducing their cost of capital. Addi- 
tionally, the bill would provide small 
firms with an immediate capital injec- 
tion by allowing them to carryback 
their 2008 or 2009 net operating losses 
for 5 years and provide business owners 
with a longer period over which to off- 
set current losses. These measures will 
help small companies sustain oper- 
ations and continue to employ work- 
ers. 

Finally, this legislation would clarify 
that 7(a) and 504 loans are eligible for 
the Treasury Department’s Troubled 
Asset Relief Program, TARP. I have 
sent a letter, with Senator KERRY, di- 
recting the U.S. Treasury Department 
to immediately purchase illiquid 7(a) 
and 504 securities from the secondary 
market in order to free these markets 
up and once again create liquidity for 
small businesses. Though the Treasury 
already has this authority under the 
TARP, this provision would clarify 
that authority so the Treasury can act 
promptly and decisively to address the 
credit crunch’s impact on small firms. 

In developing this bill, my office 
reached out to a host of small busi- 
nesses and lenders, and consulted with 
the National Association of Develop- 
ment Companies and National Associa- 
tion of Guaranteed Government Lend- 
ers. 

Given the dimensions of what is oc- 
curring in our economy, the SBA and 
the Administration must do everything 
possible to help credit worthy small 
businesses secure the loans they need 
to innovate, access new markets, hire 
new employees, and grow. Today, as 
banks are raising their credit require- 
ments in order to avoid risk, it is be- 
coming more and more difficult for 
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small businesses to qualify for loans. 
The SBA’s lending programs are crit- 
ical to small businesses in this endeav- 
or. 

By implementing the vital provisions 
contained in the 10 Steps for a Main 
Street Economic Recovery Act, we can 
increase the opportunities for our Na- 
tion’s small businesses to not only sur- 
vive during this downturn, but to be a 
catalyst for turning around and rein- 
vigorating our economy. I encourage 
my colleagues to join me in supporting 
the 10 Steps for a Main Street Recov- 
ery Act. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3705 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; DEFINITIONS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the “10 Steps for a Main Street Economic 
Recovery Act of 2008”. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this Act— 

(1) the term ‘‘Administration’’ means the 
Small Business Administration; 

(2) the term ^'Administrator" means the 
Administrator of the Small Business Admin- 
istration; and 

(3) the term ‘‘small business concern” has 
the same meaning as in section 3 of the 
Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 632). 

SEC. 2. 7(a) LOANS. 

(a) MAXIMUM LOAN  AMOUNT.—Section 
7(а)(3)(А) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 636(a)(3)(A)) is amended by striking 
**$1,500,000 (or if the gross loan amount would 
exceed $2,000,000” and inserting ‘‘$2,500,000 (or 
if the gross loan amount would exceed 
$3,000,000". 

(b) REFINANCING EXISTING LOANS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 7(a) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636) is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

(34) REFINANCING EXISTING LOANS.—A bor- 
rower that has received а loan under this 
subsection may refinance the balance of the 
loan by applying for à loan from the lender 
that made the original loan or with another 
lender.". 

(2) TECHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Section 7(a) of 
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)) is 
amended by striking ‘‘(32) INCREASED’’ and 
inserting ‘‘(33) INCREASED”. 

(c) ALTERNATIVE SIZE STANDARD.—Section 
3(a) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
632(a)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

**(b) OPTIONAL SIZE STANDARD.— 

(А) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
establish an optional size standard for busi- 
ness loan applicants under section 7(a) and 
development company loan applicants under 
title V of the Small Business Investment Act 
of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 695 et seq.) that uses max- 
imum tangible net worth and average net in- 
come as an alternative to the industry size 
standard. 

*(B) INTERIM RULE.—Until the date on 
which the optional size standards established 
under subparagraph (A) are in effect, the al- 
ternative size standard in section 121.301(b) 
of title 13, Code of Federal Regulations, or 
any suecessor thereto, may be used by busi- 
ness loan applicants under section 7(a).’’. 
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(d) FLEXIBILITY FOR POOLING OF LARGE 
LOANS.—Section 5(g)(1) of the Small Business 
Act (15 U.S.C. 634(g)(1)) is amended by— 

(1) inserting “(A)” after “(1)”; 

(2) striking the colon and inserting a pe- 
riod; 

(8) striking “Provided” and all that follows 
through ‘‘certificates’’ and inserting the fol- 
lowing: 

“(В) A trust certificate issued under this 
paragraph"; and 

(4) adding at the end the following: 

*(C) For a loan of more than $500,000 that 
has been guaranteed by the Administrator 
under this Act, the Administrator shall, on 
the request of à loan pool assembler, divide 
the amount of such loan into individual 
guarantees, no 1 of which may exceed 
$500,000. Not more than 1 portion of а loan 
that has been divided under this subpara- 
graph shall be included in the same pool. 
Portions of more than 1 loan divided under 
this subparagraph may be included in the 
same pool. 

“(D) A lender that makes or services a loan 
guaranteed under section 7(a) may purchase 
or hold all or any part of a loan pool that in- 
cludes a loan made or serviced by the lender. 

*(E) A purchase or holding by a lender de- 
Scribed in subparagraph (D) shall not affect 
the guarantee under section 7(a) of a loan in 
a pool.". 

SEC. 3. COMMUNITY EXPRESS AND RURAL LEND- 


(a) CoMMUNITY EXPRESS PROGRAM ESTAB- 
LISHED.—Section 7(a) of the Small Business 
Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)), as amended by this 
Act, is amended by adding at the end the fol- 
lowing: 

**(85) COMMUNITY EXPRESS PROGRAM.— 

(А) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph— 

**(1) the term ‘community express program’ 
means the loan program under this para- 
graph; 

*(ii) the term ‘eligible small business con- 
cern’ means— 

“(1) a small business concern owned and 
controlled by women, as defined in section 
29(a)(3); 

*(II) a small business concern owned by a 
qualified Indian tribe; 

*(TID a small business concern owned and 
controlled by a socially or economically dis- 
advantaged individual, as determined by the 
Administrator; 

“(ТУ) a small business concern owned and 
controlled by veterans; 

*"(V) а small business concern owned and 
controlled by а member of а reserve compo- 
nent of the Armed Forces, as defined in sec- 
tion 101 of title 10, United States Code; 

“(VI) a small business concern located in 
an area that the Administrator determines 
to be a low-income or moderate-income area; 

“(VID à HUBZone small business concern; 
and 

“(VIII a small business concern located in 
a special market initiative; 

“(iii) the term ‘qualified private lender’ 
means a private lender that meets such re- 
quirements as the Administrator shall estab- 
lish; and 

*"(iv) the term ‘special market initiative’ 
means a community, market, or industry 
designated by the Director of a district office 
of the Administration for economic develop- 
ment purposes. 

(В) LOANS OF $150,000 OR LESS.— 

*(i) AUTHORIZATION.—The Administrator 
may guarantee timely payment of principal 
and interest, as scheduled, on а loan of not 
more than $150,000 issued by а qualified pri- 
vate lender to а small business concern. 

(11) GUARANTEE PERCENTAGE.— The Admin- 
istrator may guarantee not more than 85 
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percent of the amount of a loan under this 
subparagraph. 

(С) LOANS OF MORE THAN $150,000.— 

*"() AUTHORIZATION.—The Administrator 
may guarantee timely payment of principal 
and interest, as scheduled, on а loan of more 
than $150,000 and not more than $300,000 
issued by а qualified private lender to an eli- 
gible small business concern under this sub- 
paragraph. 

(11) GUARANTEE PERCENTAGE.—' The Admin- 
istrator may guarantee not more than 75 
percent of а loan the amount of а loan under 
this subparagraph. 

*(D) QUALIFIED PRIVATE LENDER REQUIRE- 
MENTS.— 

(1) TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—A qualified 
private lender shall— 

“(I) ensure that appropriate technical as- 
sistance is provided to each borrower that 
receives a loan under the community express 
program from the qualified private lender; 

*(II) encourage a borrower that receives a 
loan under the community express program 
from the qualified private lender to use the 
business development programs of the Ad- 
ministration for technical assistance; and 

"(TID to the extent practicable, use the 
loan process to work with a borrower that 
receives a loan under the community express 
program from the qualified private lender, in 
order to— 

(аа) develop a business plan, if appro- 
priate; 

*(bb) assess the strengths and weaknesses 
of the borrower in management and other 
relevant areas; and 

*"(cc) provide technical assistance to ad- 
dress any assessed weaknesses of the bor- 
rower. 

(11) COLLATERAL POLICY.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.— The Administrator shall 
establish а policy relating to collateral for 
loans under the community express program, 
which shall permit a qualified private lender 
to make a loan of not more than $15,000 with- 
out collateral. 

*(IID LIMITATION.—The policy established 
by the Administrator may not limit the abil- 
ity of a qualified private lender to follow any 
internal procedure of the lender related to 
collateral. 

(111) EQUITY OF BORROWERS.—Each quali- 
fied private lender shall verify that a bor- 
rower receiving а loan under the community 
express program has an equity stake of at 
least 10 percent in the business concern. 

‘“(iv) FINANCIAL STATEMENTS.—Each quali- 
fied private lender shall obtain a financial 
Statement from а borrower before making а 
loan under the community express program. 

*"(v) SALE OF LOANS.—A qualified private 
lender may not sell more than 80 percent of 
the total dollar value of the loans made by 
the qualified private lender under the com- 
munity express program to another person 
or entity. 

‘“(E) SIMPLIFICATION OF RULES.—The Ad- 
ministrator shall review the regulations and 
procedures relating to the community ex- 
press program to ensure that such regula- 
tions and procedures are simple and clear 
and do not create barriers to participation in 
the program. 

*(F) NOTICE AND COMMENT.—The Adminis- 
trator shall establish policies relating to the 
community express program— 

*"(1) after notice and the opportunity for 
comment; and 

(11) not later than 1 year after the date of 
enactment of this paragraph.". 

(b) RURAL LENDER AND NEW LENDER OUT- 
REACH PROGRAM.—Section 7(a) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(а)), as amended 
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by this Act, is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

(36) RURAL LENDER AND NEW LENDER OUT- 
REACH PROGRAM.— 

(А) DEFINITIONS.—In this paragraph— 

*(i) the term ‘new lender’ means a lender 
that has not made more than 20 loans guar- 
anteed by the Administrator during the 3- 
year period ending on the date on which the 
applicable loan is submitted (including a 
lender that has not made а loan guaranteed 
by the Administration); 

“(ii) the term ‘rural area’ has the meaning 
given that term in subsection (m); and 

(111) the term ‘rural lender’ means a lend- 
er that— 

**(T) is located in a rural area; and 

(П) made not more than 20 loans guaran- 
teed by the Administration during the 3-year 
period ending on the date on which the appli- 
cable loan application is submitted (includ- 
ing а lender that has not made a loan guar- 
anteed by the Administration). 

*(B) PROGRAM.—The Administrator shall 
carry out a rural lender and new lender out- 
reach program, under which the Adminis- 
trator may guarantee timely payment of 
principal and interest, as scheduled, on a 
loan to à small business concern of not more 
than $500,000 made by a rural lender or a new 
lender. 

(С) LOAN PROCESSING.— 

*(i) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator shall 
establish, for loans guaranteed under this 
paragraph— 

"(D streamlined application and docu- 
mentation requirements; and 

“(ID minimum credit standards necessary 
to provide for а reasonable assurance of re- 
payment, in accordance with paragraph (6). 

*(ii) NEW LENDER TRAINING AND CERTIFI- 
CATION.—The Administrator may guarantee 
а loan made by a new lender under this para- 
graph if the Administrator— 

(П) provides the new lender with training 
described in subparagraph (D); and 

** (II) determines that the new lender meets 
minimum standards for program knowledge, 
borrower eligibility, and underwriting stand- 
ards. 

(111) APPROVAL OR DISAPPROVAL.—For a 
loan guaranteed under this paragraph, the 
Administrator shall approve or disapprove 
the loan in as expedited manner as prac- 
ticable. 

“(D) TRAINING.—At regularly scheduled in- 
tervals and upon request by à new lender or 
rural lender the Administrator shall provide 
training for new lenders and rural lenders on 
the loan guarantee program under this sub- 
Section.". 

(c) ELECTRONIC ONLINE LOAN UNDERWRITING 
PROGRAM GUIDE.— 

(1) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this sub- 
section is to assist rural lenders and new 
lenders in making more loans of good under- 
writing quality to small business concerns. 

(2) ONLINE UNDERWRITING GUIDE.—The Ad- 
ministrator shall establish an online under- 
writing program guide (in this subsection re- 
ferred to as the ‘‘guide’’) to develop the lend- 
ing capacity of rural lenders and new lenders 
(as such terms are defined in paragraph (36) 
of section 7(a) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 636(а)), as added by this Act). 

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—The guide— 

(A) is not intended to replace the internal 
credit scoring and loan approval process of a 
lender; 

(B) shall demonstrate the steps the Admin- 
istrator expects a lender to take in making 
a loan under a program of the Administra- 
tion; 

(C) shall assist a lender in using the inter- 
nal credit evaluation processes of the lender 
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to make а loan under а program of the Ad- 
ministration and build the capacity and abil- 
ity of the lender to make such loans; 

(D) shall provide simple steps to assist а 
lender that has not made а loan guaranteed 
by the Administration through the loan ap- 
plication process for a loan under section 
7(а) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
636(a)); 

(E) shall include information, guidance, 
sample documentation, questions and an- 
swers, and any other information necessary 
to guide à lender through the process of 
making a loan guaranteed by the Adminis- 
tration in а systematic and simple fashion; 
and 

(F) shall include information relating to— 

(i) loan application and preapproval; 

(ii) loan underwriting; 

(iii) requirements after loan approval; 

(iv) preparation for loan closing; 

(v) closing the loan; and 

(vi) servicing the loan. 

(4) ELECTRONICALLY SUBMITTED LOANS.— 
The Administrator shall use the guide as а 
means to increase the number of applica- 
tions for loan guarantees submitted elec- 
tronically for approval from rural lenders 
and new lenders. 

SEC. 4. 504 LOANS. 

(а) MAXIMUM LOAN AMOUNTS UNDER 504 
PROGRAM.—Section 502(2)(A) of the Small 
Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 
696(2)(A)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (1), by striking ':$1,500,000'" and 
inserting ‘‘$2,250,000’’; 

(2) in clause (ii) by striking ‘‘$2,000,000”’ 
and inserting ‘‘$3,000,000’’; and 

(3) in clause (iii), by striking ‘‘$4,000,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$5,500,000’’. 

(b) BUSINESSES IN LOW-INCOME COMMU- 
NITIES.— 

(1) GoALs.—Section 501(d)(3)(A) of the 
Small Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 
U.S.C. 695(d)(3)(A)) is amended by inserting 
after “business district revitalization,” the 
following: ‘‘or expansion of businesses in a 
low-income community, as defined in section 
45D(e) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
and implementing regulations,". 

(2) ADDITIONAL INCENTIVES.—Section 502 of 
the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
(15 U.S.C. 696) is amended by adding at the 
end the following: 

(7) LOW-INCOME COMMUNITIES.— 

“(А) LOAN AMOUNT.—Notwithstanding 
paragraph (2)(A)(ii), a loan under this section 
for use in a low-income community described 
in section 501(d)(8)(A) may not exceed 
$5,500,000. 

(В) SIZE STANDARDS.—For purposes of de- 
termining eligibility for a loan under this 
section for use in à low-income community 
described in section 501(d)(3)(A), the size 
standards established by the Administrator 
under section 3 of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 632) shall be increased by 25 percent. 

(С) PERSONAL LIQUIDITY.— 

*(i) IN GENERAL.—For any loan under this 
section for use in à low-income community 
described in section 501(d)(3)(A), the amount 
of personal resources of an owner that are 
excluded from the amount required to be 
provided to reduce the portion of the project 
funded by the Administration shall be not 
less than 25 percent more than that required 
for other loans under this section. 

“(ii) DEFINITION.—In this subparagraph, 
the term ‘owner’ means any person that 
owns not less than 20 percent of the equity of 
the small business concern applying for the 
applicable loan.’’. 

(с) ADDITIONAL EQUITY INJECTIONS.—Sec- 
tion 502(3)(В)(11) of the Small Business In- 
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vestment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 696(3)(В)(11)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

(11) FUNDING FROM INSTITUTIONS.—If a 
small business concern— 

*"(T) provides the minimum contribution 
required under subparagraph (C), not less 
than 50 percent of the total cost of any 
project financed under clause (i), (ii), or (iii) 
of subparagraph (C) shall come from the in- 
stitutions described in subclauses (D, (ID, 
and (III) of clause (i) of this subparagraph; 
and 

*(ID provides more than the minimum con- 
tribution required under subparagraph (C), 
any excess contribution may be used to re- 
duce the amount required from the institu- 
tions described in subclauses (I) (ID, and 
(IID of clause (i) of this subparagraph, except 
that the amount from such institutions may 
not be reduced to an amount that is less 
than the amount of the loan made by the Ad- 
ministrator.". 

(d) REFINANCING UNDER THE LOCAL DEVEL- 
OPMENT BUSINESS LOAN PROGRAM.—Section 
502 of the Small Business Investment Act of 
1958 (15 U.S.C. 696), as amended by this Act, 
is amended by adding at the end the fol- 
lowing: 

**(8) PERMISSIBLE DEBT REFINANCING.— 

*(A) IN GENERAL.—Any financing approved 
under this title may include a limited 
amount of debt refinancing. 

*(B) EXPANSIONS.—If the project involves 
expansion of a small business concern which 
has existing indebtedness collateralized by 
fixed assets, any amount of existing indebt- 
edness that does not exceed 12 of the project 
cost of the expansion may be refinanced and 
added to the expansion cost, if— 

*(1) the proceeds of the indebtedness were 
used to acquire land, including а building 
Situated thereon, to construct a building 
thereon, or to purchase equipment; 

*(ii) the borrower has been current on all 
payments due on the existing debt for not 
less than 1 year preceding the date of refi- 
nancing; and 

“Gii) the financing under section 504 will 
provide better terms or rate of interest than 
exists on the debt at the time of refi- 
nancing.". 

(e) JOB CREATION REQUIREMENTS.—Section 
501(e) of the Small Business Investment Act 
of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 695(e)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1) by striking ‘‘$50,000” 
and inserting ‘‘$65,000’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2) by striking ‘‘$50,000’’ 
and inserting ‘‘$65,000’’. 

SEC. 5. GUARANTEE AND SALE OF BANK 
FINANCINGS WITH 504 LOAN PRO- 
GRAM. 

(а) DEFINITIONS.—In this section— 

(1) the term ‘‘pool assembler" means a fi- 
nancial institution that— 

(A) organizes and packages a loan pool by 
acquiring the guaranteed portion of third 
party financings guaranteed by the Adminis- 
trator under subsection (b); 

(B) resells fractional interests in the loan 
pool to registered holders; and 

(C) directs that the fiscal and transfer 
agent of the Administrator to issue trust 
certificates; and 

(2) the term *'third party financing" means 
a financing described in section 502(3)(В)(11) 
of the Small Business Investment Act of 1958 
(15 U.S.C. 696(3)(В)(11))— 

(A) made on or before the date of enact- 
ment of this Act; 

(B) that provides for the payment of inter- 
est at a fixed rate or under a variable rate 
index (plus a spread) based upon Prime rate, 
a London Interbank Offered Rate (or 
LIBOR), a Federal Home Loan Bank rate, a 
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United States Treasury rate, or a generally 
accepted market index rate approved by the 
Administrator; 

(C) that provides amortized payments with 
a maturity of not more than 25 years; and 

(D) for which the borrower— 

(i) is current on all payments due on the 
loan on the date on which the loan is guaran- 
teed under subsection (b); and 

(ii) has not been more than 29 days past 
due on a payment during the 12-month pe- 
riod ending on the date on which the loan is 
guaranteed under subsection (b). 

(b) LOAN GUARANTEE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent amounts 
are provided in advance in appropriations 
Acts, and in accordance with this subsection, 
upon application of a pool assembler who has 
acquired a third party financing, the Admin- 
istrator shall guarantee the timely repay- 
ment of principal and interest on 80 percent 
of the balance of the third party financing 
outstanding on the date of the guarantee. 

(2) LENDERS.—A lender that made a third 
party financing guaranteed under paragraph 
(1)— 

(A) shall— 

(i) agree to hold and service the note issued 
as part of the third party financing; 

(ii) comply with the reporting and pay- 
ment remittance requirements of the Admin- 
istrator; and 

(iii) enter a secondary participation guar- 
anty agreement with the Administrator and 
the fiscal and transfer agent of the Adminis- 
trator; and 

(B) may collect and retain all of any appli- 
cable prepayment penalties otherwise pro- 
vided in the event the third party financing 
is prepaid. 

(3) GUARANTEE FEE.—To cover the costs of 
guarantees under this subsection and the 
cost of issuing trust certificates under sub- 
section (c), a lender that made a third party 
financing guaranteed under paragraph (1) 
Shall pay to the Administrator— 

(A) à one-time fee equal to 1 percent of the 
net amount of the third party financing 
guaranteed by the Administration, payable 
on the date on which the third party financ- 
ing is guaranteed; and 

(B) a monthly fee on the unpaid balance of 
the net amount of the third party financing 
guarantee at the rate of 25 basis points per 
year. 

(4) MAXIMUM AMOUNT.—The Administrator 
may guarantee a total amount of not more 
than $6,000,000,000 in third party financings 
under this subsection. 

(5) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au- 
thority of the Administrator to guarantee a 
third party financing under this subsection 
shall terminate on September 30, 2010. 

(6) APPROPRIATION.—In addition to any 
other amounts appropriated, there are appro- 
priated for the fiscal year ending September 
30, 2009, for the ‘‘Business Loans Program 
Account" of the Administration, out of any 
money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
priated, $1 for loan subsidies and for loan 
modifications for guarantees authorized 
under this subsection, to remain available 
until expended. 

(c) TRUST CERTIFICATES.— 

(1) ISSUANCE.—The Administrator may 
issue a trust certificate representing owner- 
ship of all or a fractional part of the guaran- 
teed portion of 1 or more third party 
financings that have been guaranteed by the 
Administrator under subsection (b). A trust 
certificate issued under this subsection shall 
be based on and backed by a trust or pool ap- 
proved by the Administrator and composed 
solely of the entire guaranteed portion of 
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third party financings guaranteed by the Ad- 
ministrator under subsection (b). 

(2) POOLING REQUIREMENTS.— 

(A) INTEREST RATE.—The interest rate on a 
trust certificate issued under this subsection 
shall be the weighted average interest rate of 
all third party financings in the pool. There 
shall be no limit on the difference between 
the highest and lowest note interest rates on 
third party financings forming the pool. 

(B) MATURITY.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—Each pool may include ei- 
ther— 

(I) third party financings with remaining 
terms to maturity of 15 years or less; or 

(ID third party financings with remaining 
terms to maturity of more than 15 years. 

(ii) NO OTHER LIMITATIONS.—Except as pro- 
vided in clause (i) the Administrator may 
not limit the difference between the remain- 
ing terms to maturity of the third party 
financings forming a pool. 

(C) SIZE.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—If the amount of the guar- 
anteed portion of any third party financing 
exceeds $500,000, the Administrator shall, 
upon request of the pool assembler, divide 
the amount of the third party financing into 
individual guarantees no 1 of which exceeds 
$500,000. 

(ii) DIVIDED FINANCINGS.—Not more than 1 
portion of à third party financing that has 
been divided under this subparagraph shall 
be included in the same pool. Portions of 
more than 1 third party financing divided 
under this subparagraph may be included in 
the same pool. 

(3) TIMELY PAYMENT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Administrator may, 
upon such terms and conditions as the Ad- 
ministrator determines appropriate, guar- 
antee the timely payment of principal and 
interest on a trust certificate issued by the 
Administrator or an agent of the Adminis- 
trator under this subsection. A guarantee 
under this paragraph shall be limited to the 
principal and interest on the guaranteed por- 
tions of the third party financings that com- 
prise the trust or pool. 

(B) PREPAYMENT.—If a third party financ- 
ing in à trust or pool guaranteed under this 
paragraph is prepaid, either voluntarily or in 
the event of default, the guarantee of timely 
payment of principal and interest on the 
trust certificates shall be reduced in propor- 
tion to the amount of principal and interest 
the prepaid third party financing represents 
in the trust or pool. Interest on prepaid or 
defaulted third party financings shall accrue 
and be guaranteed by the Administrator only 
through the date of payment on the guar- 
antee. During the term of а trust certificate 
issued under this subsection, the trust cer- 
tificate may be called for redemption due to 
prepayment or default of all third party 
financings constituting the pool. 

(4) FULL FAITH AND CREDIT.— The full faith 
and credit of the United States is pledged to 
the payment of all amounts that may be re- 
quired to be paid under any guarantee of a 
trust certificate issued by the Administrator 
or an agent of the Administrator under this 
Subsection. 

(5) USE OF AGENT.—The Administrator 
shall negotiate an amendment to the con- 
tract in effect on the date of enactment of 
this Act with the agent for fee collection for 
trust certificates issued under section 5(g) of 
the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 634(g)) to 
collect the monthly fee under subsection 
(0)(3)(В) of this section. The agent may re- 
ceive, as compensation for services, any in- 
terest earned on a fee collected under this 
section while in the control of the agent be- 
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fore the time at which the agent is contrac- 
tually required to remit the fee to the Ad- 
ministrator. 

(6 CLAIMS.—In the event the Adminis- 
trator pays a claim under a guarantee issued 
under this subsection, it shall be subrogated 
fully to the rights satisfied by such payment. 

(7) OWNERSHIP RIGHTS.—No State or local 
law, and no Federal law, shall preclude or 
limit the exercise by the Administrator of 
the ownership rights in the portions of third 
party financings constituting the trust or 
pool against which a trust certificate is 
issued under this subsection. 

(8 CENTRAL REGISTRATION.— The Adminis- 
trator— 

(A) shall provide for a central registration 
of all trust certificates issued under this sub- 
section; 

(B) shall negotiate an amendment to the 
contract in effect on the date of enactment 
of this Act with the agent for central reg- 
istration of trust certificates issued pursu- 
ant to section 5(h) of the Small Business Act 
(15 U.S.C. 684(h)) to carry out on behalf of the 
Administrator the central registration func- 
tions under this subsection and the issuance 
of trust certificates to facilitate pooling, 
under which— 

(i) the agent may be compensated through 
any of the fees collected under this section 
and any interest earned on any funds col- 
lected by the agent while such funds are in 
the control of the agent and before the time 
at which the agent is contractually required 
to transfer such funds to the Administrator 
or to the holders of the trust certificates, as 
appropriate; and 

(ii) the agent shall provide a fidelity bond 
or insurance in such amounts as the Admin- 
istrator determines to be necessary to fully 
protect the interest of the Government; and 

(C) may— 

(i) use à book-entry or other electronic 
form of registration for trust certificates 
issued under this subsection; and 

(i) with the consent of the Secretary of 
the Treasury, use the book-entry system of 
the Federal Reserve System. 

(9) SALE.—The Administrator shall, before 
any sale of а trust certificate issued under 
this subsection, require the seller to disclose 
to the purchaser of the trust certificate in- 
formation on the terms, conditions, and 
yield of such instrument. 

(10) BROKERS AND DEALERS.—' The Adminis- 
trator may issue regulations relating to the 
brokering of and dealing in trust certificates 
Sold under this subsection. 

(11) TERMINATION OF AUTHORITY.—The au- 
thority of the Administrator to issue trust 
certificates under this subsection shall ter- 
minate on September 30, 2010. 

(d) IMPLEMENTATION.—Not later than 30 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator shall issue interim final 
regulations to carry out this section. 

(e) LENDER PURCHASE ELIGIBILITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—A lender that made or 
services a loan guaranteed under section 7(a) 
of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(а)) 
or а third party financing guaranteed under 
subsection (b) of this section may purchase 
and hold all or any part of à loan pool which 
includes а loan or third party financing 
made or serviced by the lender. 

(2) NO EFFECT ON GUARANTEE.—A purchase 
described in subparagraph (A) shall not af- 
fect the guarantee of а loan or third party fi- 
nancing in a pool. 

SEC. 6. EMERGENCY SHORT TERM FEE REDUC- 
TIONS. 
(a) LENDER OVERSIGHT FEES.— 
(1) TEMPORARY REDUCTION IN FEES.— 
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(A) IN GENERAL.— To the extent amounts 
are provided in advance in appropriations 
Acts, the Administrator shall, in lieu of the 
fee otherwise applicable under section 
5(b)(14) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
634(b)(14)), collect no fee. 

(B) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated for 
salaries and expenses of the Administration 
relating to examinations, reviews, and other 
lender oversight activities relating to loans 
under section 7 of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 636)— 

(i) $10,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 
and 2010; and 

(ii) such sums as may be necessary for each 
fiscal year thereafter. 

(2) REPORT ON MAKING FEES CONTINGENT ON 
PERFORMANCE.—Not later than 6 months 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Administrator, in consultation with lenders 
that have made loans guaranteed under sec- 
tion 7 of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
636), shall submit to the Committee on Small 
Business and Entrepreneurship of the Senate 
and the Committee on Small Business of the 
House of Representatives a report regarding 
the feasibility of assessing annual fees under 
section 7(a)(23)(A) of the Small Business Act 
(15 U.S.C. 636(а)(23)(А)) in an amount that is 
contingent on the performance of the lender, 
including consideration of the meeting the 
requirement under section 7(a)(1) of that Act 
(15 U.S.C. 636(a)(1)) of providing credit to ap- 
plicants than cannot obtain credit elsewhere. 
The report under this paragraph may include 
proposed legislation. 

(b) FEE REDUCTIONS.— 

(1) NEW 7(A) LENDER DEFINED.—In this sub- 
section the term ‘‘new 7(a) lender" means a 
lender that has not made more than 20 loans 
guaranteed by the Administrator under sec- 
tion 7(a) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
636(a)) during the 3-year period ending on the 
date on which the Administrator determines 
the fee under section 7(a)(23)(A) of that Act 
(15 U.S.C. 636(а)(23)(А)) for the lender. 

(2) Т(А) LOAN FEE REDUCTIONS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—For fiscal years 2009 and 
2010, and to the extent the cost of such re- 
duction in fees is offset by appropriations, 
with respect to each loan guaranteed under 
section 7(a) of Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 


636(a))— 
(i) the Administrator shall, in lieu of the 
fee otherwise applicable under section 


7(a)(23)(A) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 636(a)(23)(A)), collect an annual fee in 
an amount equal to— 

(I) 0.25 percent of the outstanding balance 
of the deferred participation share of a loan 
made under section 7(a) of the Small Busi- 
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 636(a)) to a small business 
concern before the date of enactment of this 
Act; and 

(II) .20 percent of the outstanding balance 
of the deferred participation share of a loan 
made by a new 7(a) lender to a small business 
concern; and 

(ii) with respect to each loan guaranteed 
under section 7(a) of the Small Business Act 
(15 U.S.C. 636(а)), the Administrator shall, in 
lieu of the fee otherwise applicable under 
section 7(a)(18)(A) of the Small Business Act 
(15 U.S.C. 636(a)(18)(A)), (including any addi- 
tional fee under clause (iv) of that section 
7(a)(18)(A)) collect a guarantee fee in an 
amount equal to— 

(I) 0.75 percent of the deferred participa- 
tion share of à totalloan amount that is not 
more than $150,000; 

(ID 2 percent of the deferred participation 
Share of а total loan amount that is more 
than $150,000, and not more than $700,000; and 
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(IID) 2.5 percent of the deferred participa- 
tion share of а total loan amount that is 
more than $700,000. 

(B) IMPLEMENTATION.—In carrying out this 
paragraph, the Administrator shall reduce 
the fees for а loan guaranteed under section 
7(а) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
636(a)) to the maximum extent possible, sub- 
ject to the availability of appropriations. 

(C) APPLICATION OF FEE REDUCTIONS.—If 
funds are made available to carry out this 
paragraph, the Administrator shall reduce 
the fees under subparagraph (A) for any loan 
guarantee or project subject to such subpara- 
graph for which the application is pending 
approval on or after the date of enactment of 
this Act, until the amount provided for such 
purpose is expended. 

(D) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Administrator for each of fiscal years 
2009 and 2010— 

(i) $175,000,000 to carry out subparagraph 
(А)(1); 

(ii) $75,000,000 to carry out subparagraph 
(А)(11). 

(3) 504 LOAN FEE AND RATE REDUCTIONS.— 

(A) FEE REDUCTIONS.— 

(1) FEE REDUCTIONS.—To the extent the 
cost of such reduction in fees is offset by ap- 
propriations, for any loan guarantee or 
project for which an application is closed on 
or after the date of enactment of this Act— 

(I) with respect to an institution described 
in subclause (D, (ID, or (III) of section 
502(3)(В)(1) of the Small Business Investment 
Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 696(3)(B)(i)), the Admin- 
istrator shall, in lieu of the fees otherwise 
applicable under section 503(d)2) of the 
Small Business Investment Act of 1958 (15 
U.S.C. 697(d)(2)), collect no fee; 

(II) a development company shall, in lieu 
of the mandatory 0.625 servicing fee under 
section 120.971(a)(3) of title 13, Code of Fed- 
eral Regulations, (relating to fees paid by 
borrowers), or any successor thereto, collect 
no fee; and 

(III) the Administrator shall, in lieu of the 
fee otherwise applicable under section 
503(4)(3) of the Small Business Investment 
Act (15 U.S.C. 697(d)(3)), collect no fee. 

(ii) REIMBURSEMENT FOR WAIVED FEES.— 

(D IN GENERAL.—To the extent the cost of 
such payments is offset by appropriations, 
the Administrator shall reimburse each de- 
velopment company that does not collect а 
servicing fee pursuant to clause (1)(1). 

(ID AMOUNT.—The payment to a develop- 
ment company under subclause (I) shall be in 
an amount equal to 0.5 percent of the out- 
standing principal balance of any guaranteed 
debenture for which the development com- 
pany does not collect à servicing fee pursu- 
ant to clause (i)(II). 

(iii) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Administrator for each of fiscal years 
2009 and 2010— 

(I) $50,000,000 for the elimination of fees 
under clause (i)(I); 

(II) $40,000,000 for payments under clause 
(ii) to offset the elimination of fees under 
clause (i)(II); and 

(III) $10,000,000 for the elimination of fees 
under clause (i)(III). 

(B) RATE REDUCTION.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—To the extent that the 
cost of making an interest rate reduction is 
offset by appropriations, the Administrator 
shall pay, on behalf of a small business bor- 
rower, an amount equal to 100 basis points of 
the interest rate required to be paid by the 
borrower on the amount of the guarantee 
provided under title V of the Small Business 
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Investment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 695 et seq.), 
if the loan is closed on or after the date of 
enactment of this Act. 

(ii) FREQUENCY OF PAYMENT.—The Adminis- 
trator shall make a payment under clause (i) 
on a semiannual basis. 

(iii) METHOD OF PAYMENT.—The Adminis- 
trator may use a central servicing agent to 
make a payment under clause (i). 

(iv) NOTICE TO DEVELOPMENT COMPANY.— 
The Administrator shall notify a develop- 
ment company that receives a payment 
under clause (i) when funds are made avail- 
able for the rate reduction under clause (i). 

(v) IMPLEMENTATION.—A development com- 
pany that receives a payment under clause 
(i) shall— 

(I) use the payments solely for the purpose 
provided; and 

(ID adjust the amount of the monthly pay- 
ment by the borrower accordingly. 

(vi) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to the 
Administrator for each of fiscal years 2009 
and 2010, $150,000,000 for payments made 
under clause (i). 

SEC. 7. MICROLENDING. 

In addition to any amounts otherwise au- 
thorized to be appropriated for such pur- 
poses, there are authorized to be appro- 
priated to the Administrator for each of fis- 
cal years 2009 and 2010— 

(1) $5,000,000 for direct loans under section 
'"(m) of the Small Business Act (15 U.S.C. 
636(m)); and 

(2) $20,000,000 for grants to intermediaries 
for marketing, management, and technical 
assistance under section 7(m)(4) of the Small 
Business Act (15 U.S.C. 636(01)(4)). 

SEC. 8. SMALL BUSINESS INVESTMENT COMPA- 
NIES. 

Section 303(b) of the Small Business In- 
vestment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 683(b) is 
amended— 

(1) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

**(2) MAXIMUM LEVERAGE.— 

*"(A) IN GENERAL.—The maximum amount 
of outstanding leverage made available to 
any 1 company licensed under section 301(c) 
may not exceed the lesser of— 

(01) 300 percent of the private capital of the 
company; or 

“(11) $150,000,000. 

*(B) MULTIPLE LICENSES UNDER COMMON 
CONTROL.—The maximum amount of out- 
standing leverage made available to 2 or 
more companies licensed under section 301(c) 
that are commonly controlled (as deter- 
mined by the Administrator) and the private 
capital of which the Administrator deter- 
mines meets the requirements of subsection 
(e) may not exceed $225,000,000.’’; and 

(2) by striking paragraph (4). 

SEC. 9. EMERGENCY SMALL BUSINESS LENDING 
ADVERTISING STRATEGY. 

Section 4 of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 633) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

(1) EMERGENCY SMALL BUSINESS LENDING 
ADVERTISING STRATEGY.— 

*(1) PURPOSE.—The purpose of this sub- 
Section is to ensure that the Administrator 
provides information to the owners of small 
business concerns regarding lenders in their 
areas that participate in programs of the Ad- 
ministration and that will allow small busi- 
ness concerns to access business capital dur- 
ing a liquidity and capital lending shortage. 

**(2) LENDING ADVERTISING STRATEGY.—The 
Administrator shall develop an emergency 
small business lending advertising strategy 
to inform small business concerns located 
throughout the United States that loans 
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under this Act are available through lenders 
that participate in programs of the Adminis- 
tration. 

*(8) MEDIA.—The Administrator shall use 
print, radio, television, and Internet adver- 
tisement, where appropriate, to carry out 
this subsection. 

*(4) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Not later than 30 
days after the date of enactment of this Act, 
the Administrator shall implement the 
emergency small business lending adver- 
tising strategy. 

(5) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this subsection— 

(А) $5,000,000 for each of fiscal years 2009 
and 2010; and 

“(B) such sums as may be necessary for 
each fiscal year thereafter.". 

SEC. 10. TAX PROVISIONS. 

(а) EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY INCREASE IN 
LIMITATIONS ON EXPENSING OF CERTAIN DE- 
PRECIABLE BUSINESS ASSETS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Paragraph (7) of section 
179(b) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is 
amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘AND 2009" after ‘‘2008’’ in 
the heading, and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘or 2009" after ‘‘In the 
case of any taxable year beginning in 2008”. 

(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this subsection shall apply to tax- 
able years beginning after December 31, 2008. 

(b) CARRYBACK OF CERTAIN NET OPERATING 
LOSSES ALLOWED FOR 5 YEARS; TEMPORARY 
SUSPENSION OF 90 PERCENT AMT LIMIT.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (H) of sec- 
tion 172(b)(1) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 is amended to read as follows: 

(Н) 5-YEAR  CARRYBACK OF 
LOSSES.— 

**(1) TAXABLE YEARS ENDING DURING 2001 AND 
2002.—In the case of a net operating loss for 
any taxable year ending during 2001 or 2002, 
subparagraph (A)(i) shall be applied by sub- 
stituting ‘5’ for ‘2’ and subparagraph (F) 
shall not apply. 

"(ii) TAXABLE YEARS ENDING DURING 2008 
AND 2009.—In the case of a net operating loss 
with respect to any eligible taxpayer for any 
taxable year ending during 2008 or 2009— 

*(D subparagraph (A)(i) shall be applied ру 
substituting ‘5’ for ‘2’, 

"(ID subparagraph (E)(ii) shall be applied 
by substituting ‘4’ for ‘2’, and 

*(TII) subparagraph (F) shall not apply. 

*(iii) ELIGIBLE TAXPAYER.—For purposes of 
clause (ii), the term ‘eligible taxpayer’ 
means a corporation or partnership which 
meets the gross receipts test of section 448(c) 
(determined by substituting ‘$10,000,000’ for 
‘$5,000,000’ and ‘5-taxable-year period’ for ‘3- 
taxable-year period’) for the taxable year in 
which the loss arose (or, in the case of a sole 
proprietorship, which would meet such test 
if such proprietorship were a corporation.’’. 

(2) TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF 90 PERCENT 
LIMIT ON CERTAIN NOL CARRYBACKS AND 
CARRYOVERS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Section 56(d) of the of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by 
adding at the end the following new para- 
graph: 

*(8) ADDITIONAL ADJUSTMENTS.—For pur- 
poses of paragraph (1)(A), in the case of an 
eligible taxpayer (as defined in section 
172(0)(1)(Н)(111)), the amount described in 
clause (I) of paragraph (1)(A)(ii) shall be in- 
creased by the amount of the net operating 
loss deduction allowable for the taxable year 
under section 172 attributable to the sum 
of— 

(А) carrybacks of net operating losses 
from taxable years ending during 2008 and 
2009, and 
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(В) carryovers of net operating losses to 
taxable years ending during 2008 or 2009."'. 

(B) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Subclause 
(I of section 56(d)(1)(A)(i) of such Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘amount of such’’ be- 
fore ‘‘deduction described in clause (ii)(1)’’. 

(3) ANTI-ABUSE RULES.—The Secretary of 
Treasury or the Secretary's designee shall 
prescribe such rules as are necessary to pre- 
vent the abuse of the purposes of the amend- 
ments made by this subsection, including 
anti-stuffing rules, anti-churning rules (in- 
cluding rules relating to sale-leasebacks), 
and rules similar to the rules under section 
1091 of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 re- 
lating to losses from wash sales. 

(4) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 

(A) SUBSECTION (a).—The amendments 
made by paragraph (1) shall apply to net op- 
erating losses arising in taxable years ending 
in 2008 or 2009. 

(B) SUBSECTION (b).—The amendments 
made by paragraph (2) shall apply to taxable 
years ending after December 31, 2007. 

SEC. 11. TROUBLED ASSETS. 

Section 3(9) of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of Public 
Law 110-843) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘and’’ 
at the end; 

(2) by redesignating subparagraph (B) as 
subparagraph (C); and 

(3) by inserting after subparagraph (A) the 
following: 

“(B) a trust certificate issued by the Ad- 
ministrator of the Small Business Adminis- 
tration under section 5(g) of the Small Busi- 
ness Act (15 U.S.C. 634(g)), a loan guaranteed 
by the Small Business Administration under 
section 7(a) of the Small Business Act (15 
U.S.C. 636(а)), and a trust certificate issued 
under section 505 of the Small Business In- 
vestment Act of 1958 (15 U.S.C. 697), includ- 
ing an underlying debenture, the purchase of 
which the Secretary determines promotes fi- 
nancial market stability; апа”. 


By Mrs. CLINTON: 

S. 8706. A bill to amend part D of 
title IV of the Social Security Act to 
prohibit States from charging child 
support recipients for the collection of 
child support; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, in à 
time of rising prices and historic eco- 
nomic turmoil, single parents deserve 
our support more than ever. That is 
why I am introducing the Elimination 
of the Single Parent Tax Act of 2008. I 
am proud to join my colleague Con- 
gresswoman GILLIBRAND in introducing 
this important legislation to help sin- 
gle parents by suspending State fees to 
fund child support enforcement. 

Many states, including New York, 
were forced to institute this fee after 
the Republican-lead Congress passed 
the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005, 
which slashed funding for child support 
enforcement. The fee is expected to af- 
fect 170,000 families in New York alone. 
These single parents need every penny 
of their child support income to go to- 
wards food, medicine, and other impor- 
tant expenses. The Elimination of the 
Single Parent Tax Act ensures that 
hard-working single parents don't face 
an extra tax. 

In September, I joined my Senate 
colleagues in urging the Senate Appro- 
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priations Committee leadership to in- 
crease funding for child support en- 
forcement to stave off these deep cuts. 
And today, I encourage my colleagues 
to join me in sponsoring this critical 
measure to support single parents. 

For too long, single-parent house- 
holds have been ignored at a time when 
raising children has only become more 
of a struggle. Yet despite these chal- 
lenges, single parents heroically sol- 
dier on. This bill is only a critical first 
step to a more comprehensive approach 
to supporting single parents raising 
children. I look forward to continuing 
to fight in the Senate to stand up for 
our most vulnerable children and our 
hardest-working families. 


By Mrs. CLINTON: 

S. 3707. A bill to recruit, train, and 
support principals for  high-need 
Schools who are effective in improving 
student academic achievement; to the 
Committee оп Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce legislation to ad- 
dress the urgent need of our under- 
Served urban and rural school districts 
by creating а corps of principals who 
are well-prepared, supported, and effec- 
tive in improving student academic 
achievement in high-need schools and 
ensuring our schools are provided the 
leadership they need to prepare our 
children to compete in the 21st cen- 
tury. 

The U.S. Department of Labor esti- 
mates that nearly 40 percent of the 
90,000 principals in this country are 
nearing retirement, and over half the 
Nation's school districts are facing im- 
mediate administrator shortages. This 
problem is particularly prevalent in 
urban and rural districts with large 
concentrations of high-poverty schools, 
where turnover rates can reach as high 
as 20 percent per year, and academic 
achievement is persistently low. 

That is why I’m introducing the Na- 
tional Principal Recruitment, NPR, 
Act, which seeks to address the im- 
pending shortage by establishing a 
corps of principals who are well-pre- 
pared, supported, and effective in im- 
proving student achievement in high- 
need schools. This corps is created 
through the recruitment of results-ori- 
ented candidates who possess personal 
leadership and management skills, 
knowledge of effective instruction, and 
commit to serve in high-need schools 
for over 5 years. Once selected, these 
candidates would undergo а year-long 
principal residency program, and re- 
ceive support and mentoring to help 
them develop and maintain a data- 
driven, professional learning commu- 
nity. 

This bill leverages non-Federal dol- 
lars with targeted funding to perform- 
ance-based work done in partnership 
with school districts. It also includes 
an evaluation to capture knowledge 
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and best practices and creates a proto- 
type of a performance-based Federal 
education program by tying funding 
levels to an evaluation of student 
achievement results. 

An effective and capable school lead- 
er can make the difference in providing 
the tools and instructional support 
needed to foster the type of school en- 
vironment conducive to student aca- 
demic success. The NPR Act will en- 
sure that our neediest schools have ef- 
fective leaders, who are well-equipped 
and supported, to close the achieve- 
ment gap and prepare our students to 
compete in a global economy. 

I am hopeful that my Senate col- 
leagues from both sides of the aisle will 
join me today to move this legislation 
to the floor without delay. 


By Mrs. CLINTON: 

S. 8708. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act with respect to 
health professions education, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen- 
sions. 

Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, today, 
I am introducing the Health Profes- 
sions and Primary Care Reinvestment 
Act in order to improve access to qual- 
ity health care for all Americans. By 
significantly reinvesting in the train- 
ing and education of our health profes- 
sionals, we are reinvesting in our com- 
munities where care is most needed. 

This bill reinvests in health profes- 
sional training in three ways—by ex- 
panding the training our health profes- 
sionals receive, by improving our ef- 
forts to recruit and retain health pro- 
fessionals, and by increasing incentives 
for health professionals who are serv- 
ing in community settings, particu- 
larly in rural and urban underserved 
areas. 

Most Americans prefer to get their 
health care through a personal physi- 
cian operating as part of a team-based 
primary care practice, yet the number 
of health professional students enter- 
ing these fields is decreasing. We need 
more workers in primary care at the 
front lines of the health care system. 
Primary care professionals can help to 
establish a ‘‘medical home" for pa- 
tients, providing preventive care to 
help people stay healthy and provide 
coordination of care for those with 
multiple or chronic diseases. This bill 
would achieve this goal by providing 
incentives for training primary care 
professionals, by strengthening pri- 
mary care departments at the school 
and community level, and by sup- 
porting improved infrastructure to as- 
sist those serving in primary care set- 
tings. 

Minorities, disadvantaged and rural 
students are underrepresented in our 
health professional workforce. We need 
to increase their numbers in the med- 
ical fields, and provide incentives for 
them to return to underserved areas to 
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practice. As an example of what can be 
done, one program targeting rural stu- 
dents has returned eight times the 
usual number of trained family physi- 
cians to rural settings. We need to 
train people from all backgrounds— 
from underrepresented minorities, 
from disadvantaged backgrounds, from 
rural and urban underserved commu- 
nities. This bill helps to achieve this 
goal by strengthening pipeline pro- 
grams, expanding loans and scholar- 
ships, and by increasing the avail- 
ability of care in underserved commu- 
nities. 

We need health care where people 
live and work. Americans should be 
able to access care in communities 
that are located far from hospitals and 
medical centers, in the poorest neigh- 
borhoods of cities and isolated rural 
areas. We need to support the institu- 
tions that the most vulnerable rely on 
for care, like community health cen- 
ters, local departments of health, and 
nursing homes. This bill supports new 
models of care for training, recruiting, 
supporting and retaining faculty to 
serve in underserved settings, and pro- 
vides infrastructure support for train- 
ing students in community settings 
outside of the hospital, where patients 
need care. 

In addition to addressing primary 
care, the legislation also works to ad- 
dress other health fields which are 
often inaccessible to patients. Dental 
care in the United States has become a 
luxury that is unaffordable to many 
people. Dentists are often unable to 
sustain careers by teaching in dental 
schools training the next generation of 
professionals, or to work in commu- 
nities where the need is greatest. This 
bill provides support for dentists to 
pursue academic teaching careers and 
to provide general care to both adults 
and children. It targets underrep- 
resented minority dentists and those 
who will serve in communities where 
the need is greatest. 

One impediment to good health for 
people with mental health problems is 
lack of care coordination. Too often 
the psychological problem goes 
undiagnosed or untreated, because our 
health care system operates in silos. 
Patients are often asked to go one 
place to meet physical health needs 
and another place to meet mental 
health needs. This bill provides support 
for training and care where the health 
professionals work together to co-man- 
age mental health and physical health 
problems toward better overall health. 

We, as a nation, are getting older. As 
we age, our health concerns change. 
Many seniors take multiple medica- 
tions which need to be coordinated by 
a team of doctors, pharmacists, and 
other caregivers. The Health Profes- 
sions and Primary Care Reinvestment 
Act reinvests in our geriatric training 
programs by expanding opportunities 
for doctors, pharmacists, psycholo- 
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gists, dentists and others to work with 
patients in rehabilitation centers, at 
home, in nursing homes or other set- 
tings where people live or work. 

Our public health and preventive 
medicine professionals respond to cri- 
ses like SARS, anthrax, and other in- 
fectious disease outbreaks. But they 
also work to educate the public about 
ways to stay healthy, and prevent 
chronic diseases. They contribute to 
the health care safety net with services 
like adult and childhood vaccinations. 
This bill helps to support these efforts 
by reinvestment in training for preven- 
tion. It links schools of public health 
with local and State departments of 
health in order to train professionals 
to work and serve in settings where 
they are most needed. 

Finally, and very importantly, we 
must better understand the demands 
that will be made upon our health pro- 
fessional workforce. This bill provides 
authorization for the formation of a 
national and multiple regional health 
workforce analysis centers, along with 
an advisory committee comprised of 
administrative and health professional 
leadership. These entities will assess, 
review and oversee health professional 
workforce needs so that we can plan 
and prepare a new generation of health 
professionals in our schools and com- 
munities. 

The Health Professions and Primary 
Care Reinvestment Act addresses the 
multiple challenges facing healthcare 
workforce development in our country. 
It will invest in primary care, expand 
the number of health professionals 
truly representative of the commu- 
nities they serve, and improve the 
availability of care in places where 
Americans need it most. I look forward 
to working with my colleagues in the 
Senate on the many issues of our 
health care workforce, and I would 
urge their support of this legislation. 

Multiple organizations, including Ad- 
vocating for Family Medicine, Amer- 
ican Academy of Family Physicians, 
American Academy of Physician As- 
sistants, American Association of Col- 
leges of Osteopathic Medicine, Amer- 
ican College of Preventive Medicine, 
American Dental Association, Amer- 
ican Dental Education Association, 
American Geriatrics Association, 
American Osteopathic Association, 
American Psychological Association, 
Association of Departments of Family 
Medicine, Association of Family Medi- 
cine Residency Directors, Association 
of Minority Health Professions 
Schools, Inc., Association of Schools of 
Public Health, Hospital Association of 
New York State, National AHEC Orga- 
nization, National Council for Diver- 
sity in the Health Professions, North 
American Primary Care Research 
Group, Society of General Internal 
Medicine, and the Society of Teachers 
of Family Medicine have endorsed this 
legislation. 
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Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that letters of support be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be placed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


ADVOCATING FOR FAMILY MEDICINE, 
Washington, DC, November 18, 2008. 
Hon. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: On behalf of the 
undersigned organizations, we would like to 
thank you for introducing the Health Profes- 
sions and Primary Care Reinvestment Act. 
Health professions programs, authorized 
under Title VII of the Public Health Service 
Act, are vital to enhancing and expanding 
our nation’s health workforce. The Health 
Professions and Primary Care Reinvestment 
Act reauthorizes, improves, and revitalizes 
these programs. 

Within the primary care cluster (Section 
747) we are very pleased to see the following: 

Continued support for programs that have 
proven successful—training in primary care 
and capacity building in primary care. 

New recognition that an environmental 
scan of the community and region is a nec- 
essary precursor to development of creative 
training programs that will get primary care 
physician training out into the community, 
rather than training remain mostly within 
the academic health centers. 

Recognition that production of primary 
care physicians must be increased. 

Recognition that funding for these pro- 
grams must increase in order to provide a 
well-prepared workforce for the 21st century, 
particularly as we move to health care re- 
form. 

In addition, within the scope of the bill as 
a whole, we appreciate the modification of 
the statute so that all of the programs au- 
thorized by the bill have similar goals and 
expected outcomes. 

As the Senate begins its work on overall 
health care reform, we support your efforts 
to have this bill serve as one of the founda- 
tions of reform. True health reform in this 
country will not be possible without includ- 
ing programs that increase the number of 
well-trained health professionals. As the 
Massachusetts experience clearly dem- 
onstrates, increasing the number of insured 
individuals will not ensure increased access 
to care if there are not enough doctors to 
treat the newly insured. 

As you know, Title VII Health Professions 
Programs, particularly those authorized 
under Section 747, are designed to strengthen 
our primary care infrastructure. Studies 
have shown that areas which depend more 
heavily on primary care within their health 
care system spend less on health care and 
have better health outcomes. For example, a 
study published in Health Affairs from April, 
2004 found, ‘‘States with more general practi- 
tioners use more effective care and have 
lower spending, while those with more spe- 
cialists have higher costs and lower qual- 
ity." (Baicker and Chandra) We know that 
health reform has two goals: bettering the 
health of our nation and keeping it as cost 
efficient as possible. Increasing the propor- 
tion of primary care medicine is a major step 
towards meeting both of these goals, and 
Title VII, Section 747 programs are the only 
federal programs that aim to increase the 
number of primary care physicians. 

Title VII programs have also demonstrated 
the ability to produce physicians that serve 
in underserved areas. A recent article in An- 
nals of Family Medicine (Rittenhouse, et al 
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2008) shows that students and residents ex- 
posed to Title VII funding are more likely to 
participate in the National Health Service 
Corps or practice in а community health 
center upon completing their training. Both 
of these programs successfully place physi- 
cians where they are most needed. 

Thank you for all of your hard work on the 
Health Professions and Primary Care Rein- 
vestment Act and for your continued leader- 
ship and dedication to health care through- 
out your career. We urge you to ensure that 
this important piece of legislation makes its 
way through the legislative process and is 
passed as quickly as possible. 

Sincerely, 
ScoTT FIELDS, MD, 
President, Society of 
Teachers of Family 
Medicine. 
EILSSA PALMER, MD, 
President, Association 
of Family Medicine 
Residency Directors. 
MICHAEL K. MAGILL, MD, 
President, Association 
of Departments of 
Family Medicine. 
TED EPPERLY, MD, 


FAAFP, 

President, American 
Academy of Family 
Physicians. 

ALLEN DIETRICH, MD, 

President, North 
American Primary 
Care Research 
Group. 


AMERICAN ACADEMY OF 
PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS, 
Alexandria, VA, November 19, 2008. 
Hon. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: On behalf of the 
nearly 75,000 clinically practicing physician 
assistants (PAs) in the United States rep- 
resented by the American Academy of Physi- 
cian Assistants (AAPA), I thank you for in- 
troducing the Health Professions and Pri- 
mary Care Reinvestment Act of 2008. The re- 
authorization of the Public Health Service 
Act’s Title VII Health Professions Programs 
is a top priority of the AAPA. Accordingly, 
AAPA is pleased to support this legislation, 
and looks forward to working with you and 
your colleagues in the Senate and House of 
Representatives to secure the strongest pos- 
sible investment in and reinforcement of the 
nation’s primary care workforce. 

The Title VII safety net programs are es- 
sential to the development and training of 
primary health care professionals and, in 
turn, provide increased access to care by pro- 
moting health care delivery in medically un- 
derserved communities. Title VII funding is 
especially important for PA programs as it is 
the only federal funding available on a com- 
petitive application basis to these programs. 

A review of PA graduates from 1990-2006 
demonstrates that PAs who have graduated 
from PA educational programs supported by 
Title VII are 59 percent more likely to be 
from underrepresented minority populations 
and 46 percent more likely to work in a rural 
health clinic than graduates of programs 
that were not supported by Title VII. 

The AAPA is very pleased to see included 
in this legislation several very important up- 
dates and additions to the Title VII statute 
related to physician assistant training. Spe- 
cifically, the updated definition of PA edu- 
cation programs is long overdue and accu- 
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rately reflects the educational preparation 
of PAs, as well as the definition and stand- 
ards of the approximately 140 PA programs 
in the U.S. Additionally, we strongly support 
the inclusion of a set 15 percent carve-out for 
PA programs within the primary care medi- 
cine and dentistry cluster. Finally, we sup- 
port the inclusion of PA education programs 
within many new or expanded programmatic 
sections of the bill, including geriatric train- 
ing centers and continuing education pro- 
grams for health professionals in under- 
served areas. 

The AAPA applauds your efforts to support 
and expand America’s primary care work- 
force through a clarified and strengthened 
Title VII. We are pleased to work with you 
and to support the Health Professions and 
Primary Care Reinvestment Act of 2008. 

Sincerely yours, 
WILLIAM F. LEINWEBER, 
Executive Vice President/Chief 
Executive Officer. 
AMERICAN COLLEGE OF 
PREVENTIVE MEDICINE, 
November 18, 2008. 
Hon. HILLARY R. CLINTON, 
Russell Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: On behalf of the 
American College of Preventive Medicine I 
write to express our sincere appreciation and 
thanks for your efforts to reauthorize the 
Title VII health professions training pro- 
grams at the Health Resources and Services 
Administration, HRSA. As a result of your 
steadfast commitment to bolstering our 
health care safety net in underserved com- 
munities and extending the reaches of pre- 
ventive medicine physicians, health care 
services—including important preventive 
services—will reach the doorsteps of count- 
less Americans who currently lack access to 
a health care provider. 

With your legislation the time has now 
come to reinvigorate and refinance the Title 
VII health professions training programs at 
the necessary levels in order to protect ac- 
cess to health care for vulnerable popu- 
lations, improve disease prevention and 
health promotion efforts, and maintain our 
graduate medical education commitment to 
quality and workforce diversity. 

While a limited number of preventive med- 
icine residency training programs in New 
York and other states have benefited from 
Title VII funds, it is important that Con- 
gress act now to expand the reaches of Title 
VIIs mission to enhance the supply, diver- 
sity, and distribution of the health care 
workforce in all underserved communities 
across the country. A key step toward ad- 
dressing health system reform is ensuring 
availability of services across all commu- 
nities. 

We thank you for recognizing the impor- 
tance of preventive medicine physicians in 
securing our health care safety net and pro- 
moting disease prevention and health pro- 
motion programs. We look forward to our 
continued dialogue and thank you for the op- 
portunity to work with you and your staff to 
address this very important issue. 

Sincerely, 
MICHAEL D. PARKINSON, MD, 
MPH, FACPM, 
President. 
ADA/AMERICAN DENTAL ASSOCIATION, 
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008. 
Senator HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 
Russell Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: The American 

Dental Association, ADA, which represents 
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156,000 dentists, congratulates you on intro- 
ducing the Health Professions and Primary 
Care Reinvestment Act." The ADA greatly 
appreciates the attention that you and your 
Staff have given to the unique needs of Title 
VII federal dental programs and believe that 
many of the changes incorporated in this bill 
will help greatly to advance these programs. 

We are especially pleased that your bill 
provides general practice and pediatric den- 
tal residency programs with a funding line. 
This acknowledgement underscores that oral 
health care is as equally important as med- 
ical care and should not be a subset of med- 
ical program funding. We believe that by cre- 
ating Section 748 Training in General and 
Pediatric Dentistry that Congress will be 
better able to effectively address dental edu- 
cation training needs. 

We also appreciate the inclusion of den- 
tists in Section 9, which focuses on geriatric 
training. The ADA has placed a high priority 
on addressing the oral health needs of ‘‘vul- 
nerable" older adults—individuals over age 
65 with limited mobility and/or limited re- 
Sources and/or complex health status. Older 
adults face а variety of special oral health 
challenges, including root and coronal car- 
ies, periodontal disease, tooth wear, 
edentulousness, oral cancer, complications 
from taking prescription and  over-the- 
counter medications and other medical con- 
cerns that affect oral health. We recognize 
that a key component in addressing these 
needs is to enhance the educational infra- 
structure and dentist education and train- 
ing. We believe that your bill has opened the 
door to accomplish these goals. 

Addressing the oral health care needs of 
the older generation often overlaps with pro- 
viding care to children and adults with intel- 
lectual and developmental disabilities. While 
the bill does not include a new section to ad- 
dress the training of dentists to work with 
these patients, we understand the time con- 
straints your staff faced in getting this bill 
introduced this year. We look forward to 
continuing to work with you on this issue 
and remain hopeful that we will be able to 
include a provision dealing with this impor- 
tant issue next year. 

Thank you and your staff, particularly Dr. 
Kathleen Klink, for working with the Amer- 
ican Dental Association to enhance dental 
education programs. We believe that the 
*Health Professions and Primary Care Rein- 
vestment Act’’ will contribute to the ADA’s 
own efforts to improve dental education pro- 
grams and improve the oral health care of all 
Americans. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN S. FINDLEY, D.D.S., 
President. 
ADEA AND AAPD, 
November 19, 2006. 
Hon. Hillary Clinton, 
U.S. Senate, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: The American 
Dental Education Association (ADEA) and 
the American Academy of Pediatric Den- 
tistry (AAPD) are pleased to endorse the 
Health Professions Primary Care Reinvest- 
ment Act. Our organizations represent den- 
tal education and the practicing pediatric 
dentists. 

The primary care dental provisions con- 
tained in the legislation continue and en- 
hance the cost-effective General Dentistry 
and Pediatric Dentistry residency training 
programs. The bill also authorizes support of 
dental loan repayment for those who teach 
or conduct research in General or Pediatric 
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Dentistry residencies, which is particularly 
important to maintaining а cadre of well- 
trained dentists to meet the oral health care 
needs of the nation. Most importantly, we 
are delighted with the language which allows 
dental schools to apply for grants for faculty 
development and academic administrative 
units. We applaud the decision to provide a 
guideline authorization of $20 million for 
these important programs. 

Our Associations appreciate the time and 
effort that you and your staff made to con- 
Sider our analysis of important trends and 
needs in dental education, and to address our 
concerns about the bill. The Health Profes- 
sions Primary Care Reinvestment Act is a 
significant improvement over legislation in 
the last Congress in terms of provisions af- 
fecting health workforce, information, eval- 
uation and analysis, and geriatric training. 
Your staff is to be commended for drafting 
legislation that is performance-based and en- 
sures that important strides made to date 
will not be diminished. 

Please contact our legislative representa- 
tives if we can be of further assistance: Myla 
Moss at ADEA 202-289-7201 or Scott Litch at 
AAPD 312-337-2169 ext. 29. 

Sincerely, 

BEVERLY LARGENT, D.M.D., 
AAPD President. 

JOHN S. RUTKAUSKAS, 
D.D.S., M.B.A., CAE, 
AAPD Chief Executive 

Officer. 

CHARLES N. BERTALOMI, 
D.D.S., D.M.Sc., 
ADEA President. 

RICHARD W. VALACHOVIC, 
D.M.D., M.P.H, 

ADEA Executive. 
ASSOCIATION OF MINORITY HEALTH 
PROFESSIONS SCHOOLS, INC., 
WASHINGTON, DC, NOVEMBER 19, 2008. 
Senator HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 
U.S. Senate, Russell Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: The Association of 
Minority Health Professions Schools 
(AMHPS) applauds your introducing the 
Health Professions and Primary Care Rein- 
vestment Act. The Title VII Health Profes- 
sions programs help strengthen and diversify 
our nation’s primary care workforce. The 
Health Professions and Primary Care Rein- 
vestment Act reauthorizes these vital pro- 
grams while greatly improving them. 

AMHPS is particularly interested in your 
efforts to continue to strengthen the diver- 
sity cluster of the Title VII programs—Cen- 
ters of Excellence (COI), Health Careers Op- 
portunities Program (HCOP), Faculty Loan 
Repayment, and Scholarships for Disadvan- 
taged Students (SDS). These programs have 
been a tremendous federal government in- 
vestment into the institutions that focus on 
increasing the number of health profes- 
sionals and the diversity of the health pro- 
fessions. In the November 2008 issue of Aca- 
demic Medicine, the article ‘‘Funding the Di- 
versity Programs of the Title VII Health 
Professions Training Grants: An Urgent 
Need," written by two AMHPS institution 
presidents—Dr. John Maupin of Morehouse 
School of Medicine and Dr. Wayne Riley of 
Meharry Medical College—confirms that 
your efforts making a tremendous effort to- 
wards improving the health of all Americans. 

Again. thank you for introducing the 
Health Professions and Primary Care Rein- 
vestment Act. Your continued leadership and 
dedication to health care is greatly appre- 
ciated. We urge you to do all that you can to 
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see that building a stronger workforce of pri- 
mary care professionals that is more diverse 
is a top priority during the current health 
care debate. Ensuring passage of your impor- 
tant bill would be a very good first step, 
Sincerely, 
WAYNE HARRIS, PH.D., 


Chairman, Board of 
Directors, Associa- 
tion of Minority 


Health | Professions 
Schools. 
ASSOCIATION OF SCHOOLS OF 
PUBLIC HEALTH, 
Washington, DC, November 18, 2008. 

Hon. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 

Russell Senate Office Building, 

Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: On behalf of the 
Association of Schools of Public Health 
(ASPH), I would like to thank you for intro- 
ducing the Health Professions and Primary 
Care Reinvestment Act. Your leadership in 
introducing legislation that would reauthor- 
ize Title VII of the Public Health Service Act 
takes a vital step in providing support to the 
health care delivery system, health care and 
public health professionals. 

By 2012 over 100,000 public health workers 
are eligible to retire (23 percent of the work- 
force). More importantly, in order to have 
the same public health workforce to popu- 
lation ratio in 2020 as existed in 1980, the 
publie health workforce would need to add 
an additional 250,000 workers. As Congress 
begins to consider legislation that would 
overhaul the health insurance system in this 
country, we hope that the Health Professions 
and Primary Care Reinvestment Act will be 
considered to ensure à well trained health 
care workforce will be in place to meet the 
increased demand for basic health care serv- 
ices. 

We would like to thank you for the inclu- 
sion of public health in several sections of 
the bill including the Health Professions 
Training for Diversity provisions of the leg- 
islation. Expansion of the program to in- 
clude training for the next generation of re- 
searchers and educators is important as pub- 
lic health researchers in the early stages of 
their careers offer novel investigator-initi- 
ated research ideas that could transform 
science and policy. 

We applaud the establishment of the Aca- 
demic Health Department (AHD) Program to 
establish partnerships between accredited 
Schools of Public Health (SPH) and state or 
local public health departments. This pro- 
gram has demonstrated success in expanding 
SPH/health department partnerships with 
the goal of developing models of collabora- 
tion in the areas of teaching and service. The 
training programs offered by AHDs will pro- 
vide learning opportunities for public health 
professionals throughout their careers. We 
also appreciate the continued support of the 
existing Public Health and Preventive Medi- 
cine Program which offers vital support to 
train health professionals in this important 
area. 

Again, we would like to thank you for your 
leadership and we look forward to working 
with you as you work to advance this legis- 
lation. We are glad to see your commitment 
to addressing workforce shortage issues in 
health care and offer our support of the 
Health Professions and Primary Care Rein- 
vestment Act. 

Sincerely, 

HARRISON C. SPENCER, MD, MPH, 
President and CEO. 
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NATIONAL AHEC ORGANIZATION, 
Oak Creek, WI. 
Hon. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 
U.S. Senate, Russell Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: On behalf of the 
National Area Health Education Center Or- 
ganization (NAO), I would like to offer sup- 
port for the Health Professions and Primary 
Care Reinvestment Act legislation that in- 
cludes AHEC reauthorization. 

Your ongoing support of the National 
AHEC Organization and the AHEC centers 
and programs that we represent across the 
country are critical to the health professions 
pipeline, quality education and training pro- 
grams for health care professionals, allied 
health professional and students across the 
county. 

The Health Professions and Primary Care 
Reinvestment Act will ensure the sustain- 
ability of the many critical programs offered 
by AHEC’s throughout the nation. 

Please feel free to call upon the NAO for 
additional support as you move forward with 
your efforts and be assured that our support 
and this letter may be used publicly to ad- 
vance the Health Professions and Primary 
Care Reinvestment Act legislation. 

Sincerely, 
ROSE M. YUHOS, 
NAO President. 
NATIONAL COUNCIL FOR DIVERSITY 
IN THE HEALTH PROFESSIONS, 
November 19, 2008. 
Hon. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 
U.S. Senate, Russell Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: The National 
Council on Diversity in the Health Profes- 
sions (NCDHP) applauds your introducing 
the Health Professions and Primary Care Re- 
investment Act. The Title VII Health Profes- 
sions programs help strengthen and diversity 
our nation’s primary care workforce. The 
Health Professions and Primary Care Rein- 
vestment Act reauthorizes these vital pro- 
grams while greatly improving them. 

NCDHP is interested in your efforts to con- 
tinue to strengthen the diversity cluster of 
the Title VII programs, particularly the re- 
authorization of Centers of Excellence (COE) 
and Health Careers Opportunities Program 
(HCOP). For many years, these programs 
have demonstrated a tremendous federal 
government investment into the institutions 
that focus on increasing the number of 
health professionals and the diversity of the 
health professions. 

Again, thank you for introducing the 
Health Professions and Primary Care Rein- 
vestment Act. Your continued leadership and 
dedication to health care is greatly appre- 
ciated. We urge you to do all that you can to 
see that building a stronger workforce of pri- 
mary care professionals that is more diverse 
is a top priority during the current health 
care debate. Ensuring passage of your impor- 
tant bill would be a very good first step. 

Sincerely, 
WANDA D. LIPSCOMB, 
Chair. 
SOCIEIY OF GENERAL 
INTERNAL MEDICINE, 
Washington, DC, November 17, 2008. 
Hon. HILLARY RODHAM CLINTON, 
Russell Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR CLINTON: On behalf of the 
Society of General Internal Medicine, I want 
to applaud your leadership in advancing na- 
tional policies that promote improved pa- 
tient care for all Americans. In particular, I 
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want to commend you on the introduction of 
the Health Professions and Primary Care Re- 
investment Act. 

By any measure, primary care, including 
general internal medicine, is the cornerstone 
of our nation's health care system. Patients 
with primary care physicians have better 
health status, longer life expectancy and 
lower health care costs. Moreover, for the 
poor, the uninsured and the elderly, primary 
care functions as a safety net, serving as the 
first and often the only contact for care and 
treatment. 

For more than three decades, the Title VII 
Training in Primary Care Medicine and Den- 
tistry (TPCMD) program, in particular, has 
contributed significantly to improving the 
quality of education and training of the na- 
tion's primary care workforce, with special 
emphasis on individuals from disadvantaged 
backgrounds and underrepresented minori- 
ties. But challenges remain. For example, 
forecasts are that the demand for general in- 
ternists will increase by 38 percent within 
the next 15 years, while the number of new 
physicians entering the field of general in- 
ternal medicine continues to decline. 

By strengthening and expanding the 
TPCMD program, your legislation recognizes 
that primary care is the linchpin of our 
health care system and that an adequate, 
well-trained primary care workforce is crit- 
ical to the success of any health care reform 
measures Congress undertakes. 

In addition, your legislation calls for a 
more comprehensive approach to addressing 
the systemic needs of our health care sys- 
tem, including the creation of primary care 
training institutes that will promote all-im- 
portant collaboration across all primary care 
disciplines, as well as partnering with com- 
munity health centers in a way that will 
speed the translation of research into com- 
munity practice. Furthermore, the work of 
these institutes will help contribute to bet- 
ter health outcomes by fostering the devel- 
opment of the patient-centered medical 
home model. 

At a time when 47 million Americans lack 
health coverage, when increasing numbers of 
elderly are entering the age of highest risk 
of chronic disease, and when racial and eth- 
nic disparities persist, the Health Profes- 
sions and Primary Care Investment Act pro- 
vides a solid framework for meeting these 
challenges. 

Again, thank you for introducing this im- 
portant legislation. As in the past, our Soci- 
ety stands ready to assist you in whatever 
way we can. 

Sincerely, 
LISA V. RUBENSTEIN, 
President. 
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SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 


SENATE RESOLUTION 707—AU- 
THORIZING THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE SENATE TO CERTIFY THE 
FACTS OF THE FAILURE OF 
JOSHUA BOLTEN, AS THE CUSTO- 
DIAN OF RECORDS АТ THE 
WHITE HOUSE, TO APPEAR BE- 
FORE THE COMMITTEE ON THE 
JUDICIARY AND PRODUCE DOCU- 
MENTS AS REQUIRED BY COM- 
MITTEE SUBPOENA 
Mr. LEAHY submitted the following 

resolution; from the Committee on the 

Judiciary; which was placed on the cal- 

endar: 
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S. RES. 707 


Whereas, since the beginning of this Con- 
gress, the Senate Judiciary Committee has 
conducted an investigation into the removal 
of United States Attorneys; 

Whereas, the Committee’s requests for in- 
formation related to its investigation, in- 
cluding documents and testimony from the 
White House and White House personnel, 
were denied; 

Whereas, the White House has not offered 
any accommodation or compromise to pro- 
vide the information requested that is ac- 
ceptable to the Committee; 

Whereas, on April 12, 2007, pursuant to its 
authority under Rule 26 of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, the Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary authorized issuance to the 
Custodian of Records at the White House, a 
subpoena which commands the Custodian of 
Records to provide the Committee with all 
documents in the possession, control, or cus- 
tody of the White House related to the Com- 
mittee’s investigation; 

Whereas, on June 13, 2007, the Chairman 
issued a subpoena pursuant to the April 12, 
2007, authorization to White House Chief of 
Staff Joshua Bolten as the White House Cus- 
todian of Records, for documents related to 
the Committee’s investigation, with a return 
date of June 28, 2007; 

Whereas, on June 28, 2007, in response to 
subpoenas for documents issued by the Sen- 
ate and House Judiciary Committees, White 
House Counsel Fred Fielding conveyed the 
President’s claim of executive privilege over 
all information in the custody and control of 
the White House related to the Committee’s 
investigation; 

Whereas, based on this claim of executive 
privilege, Mr. Bolten refused to appear and 
produce documents to the Committee in 
compliance with the subpoena; 

Whereas, on June 29, 2007, the Chairmen of 
the House and Senate Judiciary Committees 
provided the White House with an oppor- 
tunity to substantiate its privilege claims by 
providing the Committees with the specific 
factual and legal bases for its privilege 
claims regarding each document withheld 
and a privilege log to demonstrate to the 
Committees which documents, and which 
parts of those documents, are covered by any 
privilege that is asserted to apply and why; 

Whereas, the White House declined this op- 
portunity in a July 9, 2007, letter to the Com- 
mittee Chairmen from Mr. Fielding, while 
reiterating the privilege claim; 

Whereas, on August 17, 2007, Mr. Fielding 
rejected the Chairman’s request for a meet- 
ing with the President to work out an ac- 
commodation for the information sought by 
the Committee; 

Whereas, on November 29, 2007, the Chair- 
man ruled that the White House’s claims of 
executive privilege and immunity are not le- 
gally valid to excuse current and former 
White House employees from appearing, tes- 
tifying and producing documents related to 
this investigation and directed Mr. Bolten, 
along with other current and former White 
House employees, to comply immediately 
with the Committee’s subpoenas by pro- 
ducing documents and testifying; 

Whereas, Mr. Bolten has not complied with 
the Committee’s subpoenas or made any 
offer to cure his previous noncompliance; 

Whereas, the Committee’s investigation is 
pursuant to the constitutional legislative, 
oversight and investigative powers of Con- 
gress and the responsibilities of this Com- 
mittee to the Senate and the American peo- 
ple; including the power to: (1) investigate 
the administration of existing laws, and ob- 
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tain executive branch information in order 
to consider new legislation, within the Com- 
mittee’s jurisdiction, including legislation 
related to the appointment of U.S. Attor- 
neys; (2) expose any corruption, inefficiency, 
and waste within the executive branch; (3) 
protect the Committee’s role in evaluating 
nominations pursuant to the Senate's con- 
stitutional responsibility to provide advice 
and consent; and (4) examine whether inac- 
curate, incomplete, or misleading testimony 
or other information was provided to the 
Committee: Therefore be it 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate 
certify the facts in connection with the fail- 
ure of Joshua Bolten, as the Custodian of 
Records at the White House, though duly 
summoned, to appear and to produce docu- 
ments lawfully subpoenaed to be produced 
before the Committee, under the seal of the 
United States Senate, to the United States 
Attorney for the District of Columbia, to the 
end that Joshua Bolten may be proceeded 
against in the manner and form provided by 
law. 


Ss 


SENATE RESOLUTION 708—AU- 
THORIZING THE PRESIDENT OF 
THE SENATE TO CERTIFY THE 
FACTS OF THE FAILURE OF 
KARL ROVE TO APPEAR AND 
TESTIFY BEFORE THE COM- 
MITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY AND 
TO PRODUCE DOCUMENTS AS RE- 
QUIRED BY COMMITTEE SUB- 
POENA 


Mr. LEAHY submitted the following 
resolution; from the Committee on the 
Judiciary; which was placed on the cal- 
endar: 

S. RES. 708 


Whereas, since the beginning of this Con- 
gress, the Senate Judiciary Committee has 
conducted an investigation into the removal 
of United States Attorneys; 

Whereas, the Committee's requests for in- 
formation related to its investigation, in- 
cluding documents and testimony from the 
White House and White House personnel, 
were denied; 

Whereas, the White House has not offered 
any accommodation or compromise to pro- 
vide the requested information that is ac- 
ceptable to the Committee; 

Whereas, on March 22, 2007, pursuant to its 
authority under Rule 26 of the Standing 
Rules of the Senate, the Senate Committee 
on the Judiciary authorized issuance to Karl 
Rove, Deputy Chief of Staff to the President, 
subpoenas in connection with the Commit- 
tee's investigation; 

Whereas, on June 28, 2007, in response to 
subpoenas for documents issued by the Sen- 
ate and House Judiciary Committees, White 
House Counsel Fred Fielding conveyed the 
President's claim of executive privilege over 
all information in the custody and control of 
the White House related to the Committee's 
investigation; 

Whereas, on June 29, 2007, the Chairmen of 
the House and Senate Judiciary Committees 
provided the White House with an oppor- 
tunity to substantiate its privilege claims by 
providing the Committees with the specific 
factual and legal bases for its privilege 
claims regarding each document withheld 
and а privilege log to demonstrate to the 
Committees which documents, and which 
parts of those documents, are covered by any 
privilege that is asserted to apply and why; 
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Whereas, the White House declined this op- 
portunity in a July 9, 2007, letter to the Com- 
mittee Chairmen from Mr. Fielding, while 
reiterating the blanket privilege claims; 


Whereas, on July 26, 2007, the Chairman 
issued a subpoena authorized March 22 to Mr. 
Rove for documents and testimony related to 
the Committee's investigation, with а return 
date of August 2; 


Whereas, the Chairman noticed an August 
2, 2007, Judiciary Committee hearing under 
its Rules at which Mr. Rove was subpoenaed 
to testify; 


Whereas, Mr. Fielding, in an August 1, 2007 
letter to the Chairman and Ranking Mem- 
ber, informed the Committee that the Presi- 
dent would invoke a claim of executive privi- 
lege and a claim of immunity from congres- 
sional testimony for Mr. Rove, and directed 
Mr. Rove not to produce responsive docu- 
ments or testify before the Committee about 
the firings, and that Mr. Rove would not ap- 
pear in response to the Committee's sub- 
poena; 


Whereas, based on these claims of execu- 
tive privilege and absolute immunity, Mr. 
Rove refused to appear or to produce docu- 
ments or to testify at the Committee’s Au- 
gust 2, 2007, hearing in compliance with the 
subpoena; 


Whereas, on August 17, 2007, Mr. Fielding 
rejected the Chairman's request for a meet- 
ing with the President to work out an ac- 
commodation for the information sought by 
the Committee; 


Whereas, on November 29, 2007, the Chair- 
man ruled that the White House's claims of 
executive privilege and immunity are not le- 
gally valid to excuse current and former 
White House employees from appearing, tes- 
tifying and producing documents related to 
this investigation and directed Mr. Rove, 
along with other current and former White 
House employees, to comply immediately 
with the Committee's subpoenas by pro- 
ducing documents and testifying; 


Whereas, Mr. Rove has not complied with 
the Committee's subpoenas or made any 
offer to cure his previous noncompliance; 


Whereas, the Committee's investigation is 
pursuant to the constitutional legislative, 
oversight and investigative powers of Con- 
gress and the responsibilities of this Com- 
mittee to the Senate and the American peo- 
ple; including the power to: 1) investigate 
the administration of existing laws, and ob- 
tain executive branch information in order 
to consider new legislation, within the Com- 
mittee’s jurisdiction, including legislation 
related to the appointment of U.S. Attor- 
neys; 2) expose any corruption, inefficiency, 
and waste within the executive branch; 3) 
protect the Committee's role in evaluating 
nominations pursuant to the Senate's con- 
stitutional responsibility to provide advice 
and consent; and 4) examine whether inac- 
curate, incomplete, or misleading testimony 
or other information was provided to the 
Committee: Now, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the President of the Senate 
certify the facts in connection with the fail- 
ure of Karl Rove, though duly summoned, to 
appear and testify before the Judiciary Com- 
mittee and to produce documents lawfully 
subpoenaed to be produced before the Com- 
mittee, under the seal of the United States 
Senate, to the United States Attorney for 
the District of Columbia, to the end that 
Karl Rove may be proceeded against in the 
manner and form provided by law. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 709—ЕХ- 
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE THAT THE UNITED 


STATES SHOULD PURSUE THE 
ADOPTION OF BLUEFIN TUNA 
CONSERVATION AND MANAGE- 
MENT MEASURES AT THE 16TH 
SPECIAL MEETING OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION ON 
THE CONSERVATION OF ATLAN- 
TIC TUNAS 


Mr. KERRY (for himself, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mrs. BOXER, Ms. CANTWELL, and Mr. 
REED) submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation: 

S. REs. 709 


Whereas Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery is 
valuable commercially and recreationally in 
the United States and many other countries; 

Whereas the International Convention for 
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas entered 
into force on March 21, 1969; 

Whereas the Convention established the 
International Commission for the Conserva- 
tion of Atlantic Tunas to coordinate inter- 
national research and develop, implement, 
and enforce compliance of the conservation 
and management recommendations on the 
Atlantic bluefin tuna and other highly mi- 
gratory species in the Atlantic Ocean and 
the adjacent seas, including the Mediterra- 
nean Sea; 

Whereas in 1974, the Commission adopted 
its first conservation and management rec- 
ommendation to ensure the sustainability of 
Atlantic bluefin tuna throughout the Atlan- 
tic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, while al- 
lowing for the maximum sustainable catch 
for food and other purposes; 

Whereas in 1981, for management purposes, 
the Commission adopted a working hypoth- 
esis of 2 Atlantic bluefin tuna stocks, with 1 
occurring west of 45 degrees west longitude 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘western At- 
lantic stock’’) and the other occurring east 
of 45 degrees west longitude (hereinafter re- 
ferred to as the ‘‘eastern Atlantic and Medi- 
terranean stock"); 

Whereas, despite scientific recommenda- 
tions intended to maintain bluefin tuna pop- 
ulations at levels that will permit the max- 
imum sustainable yield and ensure the fu- 
ture of the stocks, the total allowable catch 
quotas have been consistently set at levels 
significantly higher than the recommended 
levels for the eastern Atlantic and Medi- 
terranean stock; 

Whereas despite the establishment by the 
Commission of fishing quotas based on total 
allowable catch levels for the eastern Atlan- 
tic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery 
that exceed scientific recommendations, 
compliance with such quotas by parties to 
the Convention that harvest that stock has 
been extremely poor, most recently with 
harvests exceeding such total allowable 
catch levels by more than 50 percent for each 
of the last 4 years; 

Whereas insufficient data reporting in 
combination with unreliable national catch 
statistics has frequently undermined efforts 
by the Commission to assign quota overhar- 
vests to specific countries; 

Whereas the failure of many Commission 
members fishing east of 45 degrees west lon- 
gitude to comply with other Commission rec- 
ommendations to conserve and control the 
overfished eastern Atlantic and Mediterra- 
nean bluefin tuna stock has been an ongoing 
problem; 
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Whereas the Commission’s Standing Com- 
mittee on Research and Statistics noted in 
its 2006 report that the fishing mortality rate 
for the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
stock may be more than 3 times the level 
that would permit the stock to stabilize at 
the maximum sustainable catch level, and 
continuing to fish at the level of recent 
years ‘‘is expected to drive the spawning bio- 
mass to a very low level" giving ‘‘rise to a 
high risk of fishery and stock collapse”; 

Whereas the Standing Committee’s 2008 re- 
port recommended that the annual harvest 
levels for eastern Atlantic and Mediterra- 
nean bluefin tuna be reduced from 32,000 
metric tons to 15,000 metric tons or less to 
halt decline of the resource and initiate re- 
building; 

Whereas the Standing Committee has stat- 
ed that time and area closures could greatly 
facilitate the implementation and moni- 
toring of rebuilding strategies and rec- 
ommended a closure of the Mediterranean 
Sea in May, June, and July, as well as a min- 
imum size limit of 25 kilograms; 

Whereas in 2006, the Commission adopted 
the Recommendation ру ICCAT to Estab- 
lsh a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for 
Bluefin Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean" containing a wide range of 
management, monitoring, and control meas- 
ures designed to facilitate the recovery of 
the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
bluefin tuna stock; 

Whereas the Recovery Plan is inadequate 
and allows overfishing and stock decline to 
continue, and initial information indicates 
that implementation of the plan in 2007 by 
many eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
bluefin tuna harvesting countries has been 
poor; 

Whereas since 1981, the Commission has 
adopted additional and more restrictive con- 
servation and management recommenda- 
tions for the western Atlantic bluefin tuna 
stock, and these recommendations have been 
implemented by Nations fishing west of 45 
degrees west longitude, including the United 
States; 

Whereas despite adopting, fully imple- 
menting, and complying with а science-based 
rebuilding program for the western Atlantic 
bluefin tuna stock by countries fishing west 
of 45 degrees west longitude, catches and 
catch rates remain very low; 

Whereas many scientists believe that mix- 
ing occurs between the western Atlantic 
bluefin tuna stock and the eastern Atlantic 
and Mediterranean stock, and as such, poor 
management and noncompliance with rec- 
ommendations for one stock are likely to 
have an adverse effect on the other stock; 
and 

Whereas additional research on stock mix- 
ing will improve the understanding of the re- 
lationship between eastern and western 
bluefin tuna stocks and other fisheries, 
which will assist in the conservation, recov- 
ery, and management of the species through- 
out its range: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, 'That it is the sense of the Senate 
that the United States delegation to the 16th 
Special Meeting of the International Com- 
mission for the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas, should— 

(1) pursue à meaningful assessment of 
Commission member compliance with the 
*Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish a 
Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin 
Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterra- 
nean" (Recommendation 06-05), including 
seeking detailed explanations from Commis- 
sion members that have failed to effectively 
implement the terms of the recommenda- 
tion; 
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(2) pursue the adoption by the Commission 
of measures designed to eliminate non-com- 
pliance, including, as appropriate, deducting 
a portion of a future quota for a party to 
compensate for such party exceeding its 
quota in prior years, and where appropriate, 
Steps should be taken to link non-compli- 
ance with reductions in fishery or market 
access; 

(3) seek a temporary suspension of the 
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin 
tuna fishery, including all trade, if signifi- 
cant progress toward establishing science- 
based management measures, improving 
monitoring and control measures, and ad- 
dressing compliance issues is not made at 
the Commission this year; 

(4) seek to strengthen the conservation and 
management of the eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean bluefin tuna by making rec- 
ommendations to halt the decline of the 
stock and begin to rebuild it, including re- 
ducing annual harvest levels so that they do 
not exceed recommendations of the Standing 
Committee and expanding the time and area 
closure for the Mediterranean purse seine 
fleet to include May, June, and July; and 

(5) pursue additional research on the rela- 
tionship between the western Atlantic and 
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin 
tuna stocks and the extent to which the pop- 
ulations intermingle. 


Ee 


AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 
COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN 
AFFAIRS 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs be authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on No- 
vember 19, 2008 at 10 a.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON FINANCE 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Finance be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, November 19, 2008, at 10 
a.m., in room 215 of the Dirksen Senate 
Office Building, to hear testimony on 
“Health Care Reform: An Economic 
Perspective’’. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary be author- 
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate, to conduct a hearing entitled 
“Helping Families Save Their Homes: 
The Role of Bankruptcy Law" on 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008, at 10 
a.m., in room SH-216 of the Hart Sen- 
ate Office Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


Í -e 
ALBUQUERQUE INDIAN SCHOOL 
ACT 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 


unanimous consent that the Chair now 
lay before the Senate the House mes- 
sage to accompany S. 1193. 
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There being no objection, the Pre- 
siding Officer (Mr. PRYOR) laid before 
the Senate the following message from 
the House of Representatives: 

S. 1193 


Resolved, That the bill from the Senate (S. 
1193) entitled “Ап Act to direct the Sec- 
retary of the Interior to take into trust 2 
parcels of Federal land for the benefit of cer- 
tain Indian Pueblos in the State of New Mex- 
ico.”, do pass with the following amend- 
ments: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in- 
sert the following: 

TITLE I—ALBUQUERQUE INDIAN SCHOOL 
ACT 
SEC. 101. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the “Albuquerque 
Indian School Act”. 

SEC. 102. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 

(1) 19 PUEBLOS.—The term “19 Pueblos" 
means the New Mexico Indian Pueblos of— 

(A) Acoma; 

(B) Cochiti; 

(C) Isleta; 

(D) Jemee; 

(E) Laguna; 

(F) Nambe; 

(G) Ohkay Owingeh (San Juan); 

(H) Picuris; 

(Т) Pojoaque; 

(J) San Felipe; 

(K) San Ildefonso; 

(L) Sandia; 

(M) Santa Ana; 

(N) Santa Clara; 

(O) Santo Domingo; 

(P) Taos; 

(Q) Tesuque; 

(R) Zia; and 

(S) Zuni. 

(2) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” means 
the Secretary of the Interior (or a designee). 

(3) SURVEY.—The term ''survey" means the 
survey plat entitled "Department of the Inte- 
rior, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Southern Pueb- 
los Agency, BIA Property Survey" (prepared by 
John Paisano, Jr., Registered Land Surveyor 
Certificate No. 5708), and dated March 7, 1977. 
SEC. 103. LAND TAKEN INTO TRUST FOR BENEFIT 

OF 19 PUEBLOS. 

(a) ACTION BY SECRETARY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall take into 
trust all right, title, and interest of the United 
States in and to the land described in subsection 
(b) for the benefit of the 19 Pueblos immediately 
after the Secretary has confirmed that the Na- 
tional Environmental Policy Act of 1969 has 
been complied with regarding the trust acquisi- 
tion of these Federal lands. 

(2) ADMINISTRATION.—The Secretary shall— 

(A) take such action as the Secretary deter- 
mines to be necessary to document the transfer 
under paragraph (1); and 

(B) appropriately assign each applicable pri- 
vate and municipal utility and service right or 
agreement. 

(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land referred 
to in subsection (a)(1) is the 2 tracts of Federal 
land, the combined acreage of which is approxi- 
mately 8.4759 acres, that were historically part 
of the Albuquerque Indian School, more particu- 
larly described as follows: 

(1) EASTERN PART TRACT B.—The approxi- 
mately 2.2699 acres located in sec. 7 and sec. 8 
of T. 10 N., R. 3 E., of the New Mexico Principal 
Meridian in the city of Albuquerque, New Mex- 
ico, as identified on the survey and does not in- 
clude the Western Part of Tract B containing 
3.6512 acres. 

(2) NORTHERN PART TRACT D.—The approxi- 
mately 6.2060 acres located in sec. 7 and sec. 8 
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Of T. 10 N., R. 3 E., of the New Mexico Principal 
Meridian in the city of Albuquerque, New Mex- 
ico, as identified on the survey and does not in- 
clude the Southern Part of Tract D containing 
6.1775 acres. 

(c) SURVEY.—The Secretary shall perform a 
survey of the land to be transferred consistent 
with subsection (b), and may make minor cor- 
rections to the survey and legal description of 
the Federal land. described in subsection (b) as 
the Secretary determines to be necessary to cor- 
rect clerical, typographical, and surveying er- 
rors. 

(d) USE OF LAND.—The land taken into trust 
under subsection (a) shall be used for the edu- 
cational, health, cultural, business, and eco- 
nomic development of the 19 Pueblos. 

(e) LIMITATIONS AND CONDITIONS.—The land 
taken into trust under subsection (a) shall re- 
main subject to any private or municipal encum- 
brance, right-of-way, restriction, easement of 
record, or utility service agreement in effect on 
the date of enactment of this Act. 

SEC. 104. EFFECT OF OTHER LAWS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro- 
vided in this section, land taken into trust 
under section 103(a) shall be subject to Federal 
laws relating to Indian land. 

(b) GAMING.—No gaming activity (within the 
meaning of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.)) shall be carried out on 
land taken into trust under section 103(a). 


TITLE II—NATIVE AMERICAN TECHNICAL 
CORRECTIONS 
SEC. 201. COLORADO RIVER INDIAN TRIBES. 

The Secretary of the Interior may make, sub- 
ject to amounts provided in subsequent appro- 
priations Acts, an annual disbursement to the 
Colorado River Indian Tribes. Funds disbursed 
under this section shall be used to fund the Of- 
fice of the Colorado River Indian Tribes Res- 
ervation Energy Development and shall not be 
less than $200,000 and not to exceed $350,000 an- 
nually. 

SEC. 202. GILA RIVER INDIAN COMMUNITY CON- 
TRACTS. 

Subsection (f) of the first section of the Act of 
August 9, 1955 (25 U.S.C. 415(f)), is amended by 
striking ''lease, affecting” and inserting ‘‘lease 
or construction contract, affecting". 

SEC. 203. LAND AND INTERESTS OF THE SAULT 
STE. MARIE TRIBE OF CHIPPEWA IN- 
DIANS OF MICHIGAN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections (b) 
and (c), notwithstanding any other provision of 
law (including regulations), the Sault Ste. 
Marie Tribe of Chippewa Indians of Michigan 
(including any agent or instrumentality of the 
Tribe) (referred to in this section as the 
“Tribe’’), may transfer, lease, encumber, or oth- 
erwise convey, without further authorization or 
approval, all or any part of the Tribe’s interest 
in any real property that is not held in trust by 
the United States for the benefit of the Tribe. 

(b) EFFECT OF SECTION.—Nothing in this sec- 
tion is intended to authorize the Tribe to trans- 
fer, lease, encumber, or otherwise convey, any 
lands, or any interest in any lands, that are 
held in trust by the United States for the benefit 
of the Tribe. 

(c) LIABILITY.—The United States shall not be 
held liable to any party (including the Tribe or 
any agent or instrumentality of the Tribe) for 
any term of, or any loss resulting from the term 
of any transfer, lease, encumbrance, or convey- 
ance of land made pursuant to this Act unless 
the United States or an agent or instrumentality 
of the United States is a party to the trans- 
action or the United States would be liable pur- 
suant to any other provision of law. This sub- 
section shall not apply to land transferred or 
conveyed by the Tribe to the United States to be 
held in trust for the benefit of the Tribe. 
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(d) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall be 
deemed to have taken effect on January 1, 2005. 
SEC. 204. MORONGO BAND OF MISSION INDIANS 

LEASE EXTENSION. 

Subsection (a) of the first section of the Act of 
August 9, 1955 (25 U.S.C. 415(a)) is amended in 
the second sentence by inserting “ата except 
leases of land held in trust for the Morongo 
Band of Mission Indians which may be for a 
term of not to exceed 50 years," before “ата ex- 
cept leases of land for graeing purposes which 
may be for а term of not to exceed ten years". 
SEC. 205. COW CREEK BAND OF UMPQUA TRIBE 

OF INDIANS LEASING AUTHORITY. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR 99-YEAR LEASES.— 
Subsection (a) of the first section of the Act of 
August 9, 1955 (25 U.S.C. 415(a)), is amended in 
the second sentence by inserting “ата lands 
held in trust for the Cow Creek Band of Ump- 
qua Tribe of Indians,” after “lands held in trust 
for the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs 
Reservation of Oregon,’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by subsection (a) shall apply to any lease en- 
tered into or renewed after the date of the en- 
actment of this Act. 

SEC. 206. NEW SETTLEMENT COMMON STOCK 
ISSUED TO DESCENDANTS, LEFT- 
OUTS, AND ELDERS. 

Section 7(g)(1)(B) of the Alaska Native Claims 
Settlement Act (43 U.S.C. 1606(g)(1)(B)) is 
amended by striking clause (111) and inserting 
the following: 

(111) CONDITIONS ON CERTAIN STOCK.— 

“(I) IN GENERAL.—Am amendment under 
clause (i) may provide that Settlement Common 
Stock issued to a Native pursuant to the amend- 
ment (or stock issued in exchange for that Set- 
tlement Common Stock pursuant to subsection 
(h)(3) or section 29(c)(3)(D)) shall be subject to 
1 or more of the conditions described in sub- 
clause (II). 

“(II) CONDITIONS.—A condition referred to in 
subclause (I) is a condition that— 

“(аа) the stock described in that subclause 
shall be deemed to be canceled on the death of 
the Native to whom the stock is issued, and no 
compensation for the cancellation shall be paid 
to the estate of the deceased Native or any per- 
son holding the stock; 

**(bb) the stock shall carry limited or no voting 
rights; and 

**(cc) the stock shall not be transferred by gift 
under subsection (h)(1)(C)(iii).’’. 

SEC. 207. INDIAN LAND CONSOLIDATION ACT. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 202 of the Indian 
Land Consolidation Act (25 U.S.C. 2201) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (4)— 

(A) by inserting “(i)” after “(4)”; 

(B) by striking “* ‘trust or restricted interest in 
land’ or" and inserting the following: ‘‘(ii) 
‘trust or restricted interest in land’ or’’; and 

(C) in clause (ii) (as designated by sub para- 
graph (B)), by striking “атп interest in land, title 
to which" and inserting “an interest in land, 
the title to which interest’’; and 

(2) by striking paragraph (7) and inserting the 
following: “(7) the term ‘land’ means any real 
property;’’. 

(b) PARTITION OF HIGHLY FRACTIONATED IN- 
DIAN LANDS.—Section 205(c)(2)(D)(i) of the In- 
dian Land Consolidation Act (25 U.S.C. 
2204(c)(2)(D)()) is amended in the matter fol- 
lowing subclause (III) by striking “Фу Sec- 
retary” and inserting ‘ру the Secretary”. 

(c) DESCENT AND DISTRIBUTION.—Section 207 
of the Indian Land Consolidation Act (25 U.S.C. 
2206) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 

(A) in paragraph (2)(D)— 

(i) in clause (i), by striking 
through (iv)? and inserting 
through (v); 


"clauses (ii) 
"clauses (ii) 
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(ii) in clause (iv)(II), by striking "'decedent" 
and inserting ‘‘descent’’; and 

(iii) by striking clause (v) and inserting the 
following: 

"(v) EFFECT OF SUBPARAGRAPH.—Nothing in 
this subparagraph limits the right of any person 
to devise any trust or restricted interest pursu- 
ant to a valid will in accordance with subsection 
(b)."; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 

"(2) INTESTATE DESCENT OF PERMANENT IM- 
PROVEMENTS.— 

"(A) DEFINITION OF COVERED PERMANENT IM- 
PROVEMENT.—In this paragraph, the term 'cov- 
ered permanent improvement’ means a perma- 
nent improvement (including an interest in such 
an improvement) that is— 

“01) included in the estate of a decedent; and 

“(ї) attached to a parcel of trust or restricted 
land that is also, in whole or in part, included 
in the estate of that decedent. 

"(B) RULE OF DESCENT.—Except as otherwise 
provided in а tribal probate code approved 
under section 206 or a consolidation agreement 
approved under subsection (j)(9), a covered per- 
manent improvement in the estate of a decedent 
shall— 

**(i) descend to each eligible heir to whom the 
trust or restricted interest in land in the estate 
descends pursuant to this subsection; or 

“(ii) pass to the recipient of the trust or re- 
stricted interest in land in the estate pursuant 
to a renunciation under subsection (j)(8). 

"(C) APPLICATION AND EFFECT.—The provi- 
sions of this paragraph apply to a covered per- 
manent improvement— 

*(4) even though that covered permanent im- 
provement is not held in trust; and 

“(ї) without altering or otherwise affecting 
the non-trust status of such a covered perma- 
nent improvement.’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)(2)(B)— 

(A) by redesignating clauses (i) through (iii) 
as subclauses (I) through (IID, respectively, and 
indenting the subclauses appropriately; 

(B) by striking “Any interest" and inserting 
the following: 

"() IN GENERAL.—Subject to clauses (ii) and 
(111), any interest"; 

(C) in subclause (III) of clause (i) (as des- 
ignated by subparagraphs (A) and (B)), by 
striking the semicolon and inserting a period; 

(D) by striking ‘‘provided that nothing" and 
inserting the following: 

“(11) EFFECT.—Except as provided in clause 
(ii), nothing; and”. 

(E) by inserting after clause (i) (as designated 
by subparagraph (B)) the following: 

"(ii EXCEPTION.— 

"(I) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding clause (i), 
in any case in which a resolution, law, or other 
duly adopted enactment of the Indian tribe with 
jurisdiction over the land of which an interest 
described in clause (i) is а part requests the Sec- 
retary to apply subparagraph (A)(ii) to devises 
of trust or restricted land under the jurisdiction 
of the Indian tribe, the interest may be devised 
in fee in accordance with subparagraph (A)(ii). 

“(II) EFFECT.—Subclause (I) shall apply with 
respect to a devise of a trust or restricted inter- 
est in land by any decedent who dies on or after 
the date on which the applicable Indian tribe 
adopts the resolution, law, or other enactment 
described in subclause (I), regardless of the date 
on which the devise is made. 

"(III) NOTICE OF REQUEST.—An Indian tribe 
shall provide to the Secretary a copy of any res- 
olution, law, or other enactment of the Indian 
tribe that requests the Secretary to apply sub- 
paragraph (A)(ii) to devises of trust or restricted 
land under the jurisdiction of the Indian 
tribe.’’; 

(3) in subsection (h)(1)— 

(A) by striking “A will” and inserting the fol- 
lowing: 
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“( А) IN GENERAL.—A will; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 

"(B) PERMANENT IMPROVEMENTS.—Except as 
otherwise expressly provided in the will, a de- 
vise of a trust or restricted interest in a parcel 
of land shall be presumed to include the interest 
of the testator in any permanent improvements 
attached to the parcel of land. 

"(C) APPLICATION AND EFFECT.—The provi- 
sions of this paragraph apply to а covered per- 
manent improvement— 

“(1) even though that covered permanent im- 
provement is not held in trust; and 

“(ii) without altering or otherwise affecting 
the non-trust status of such a covered perma- 
nent improvement.’’; 

(4) in subsection (i)(4)(C), by striking ‘interest 
land” and inserting ‘‘interest in land’’; 

(5) in subsection (j)(2)(A)(ii), by striking ‘‘in- 
terest land” and inserting ‘‘interest in land”; 

(6) in subsection (k), in the matter preceding 
paragraph (1), by inserting “а” after ‘‘receiv- 
ing’’; and 

(7) in subsection (0)— 

(А) in paragraph (3)— 

(i) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii) and indenting the 
clauses appropriately; 

(ii) by striking “(3)” and all that follows 
through “No sale” and inserting the following: 

"(3) REQUEST TO PURCHASE; CONSENT RE- 
QUIREMENTS; MULTIPLE REQUESTS TO  PUR- 
CHASE.— 

““(А) IN GENERAL.—No sale"; 

(iii) by striking the last sentence and inserting 
the following: 

"(B) MULTIPLE REQUESTS TO PURCHASE.—Ex- 
cept for interests purchased pursuant to para- 
graph (5), if the Secretary receives a request 
with respect to an interest from more than 1 eli- 
gible purchaser under paragraph (2), the Sec- 
retary shall sell the interest to the eligible pur- 
chaser that is selected by the applicable heir, 
devisee, or surviving spouse.’’; 

(B) in paragraph (4)— 

(i) in subparagraph (A), by adding “ата” at 
the end; 

(11) in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘; and" 
and inserting a period; and 

(iii) by striking subparagraph (C); and 

(C) in paragraph (5)— 

(i) in subparagraph (A)— 

(Т) in the matter preceding clause (i)— 

(aa) by inserting “от surviving spouse" after 
“heir”; 

(bb) by striking ‘‘paragraph (3)(B)'" and in- 
serting “paragraph (3)(A)(ii)’’; and 

(cc) by striking “auction ата”; 

(II) in clause (i), by striking “ата” at the 
end; 

(ПІ) in clause (ii)— 

(aa) by striking 
“‘sale’’; 

(bb) by striking ''the interest passing to such 
heir represents" and inserting ‘‘, at the time of 
death of the applicable decedent, the interest of 
the decedent in the land represented"; and 

(cc) by striking the period at the end and in- 
serting “©; ата”; 

(ТҮ) by adding at the end the following: 

“(iii)(I) the Secretary is purchasing the inter- 
est under the program authorized under section 
213(a)(1); or 

“(П) after receiving a notice under paragraph 
(4)(B), the Indian tribe with jurisdiction over 
the interest is proposing to purchase the interest 
from атп heir or surviving spouse who is not re- 
siding on the property in accordance with 
clause (i), and who is not a member, and is not 
eligible to become a member, of that Indian 
tribe.’’; and 

(11) in subparagraph (B)— 

(Т) by inserting “от surviving spouse" after 
“heir” each place it appears; and 


“auction” and inserting 
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(II) by striking ''heir's interest" and inserting 
“interest of the heir or surviving spouse". 

(d) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
213(a)(1) of the Indian Land Consolidation Act 
(25 U.S.C. 2212(a)(1) is amended by striking 
“section 207(p)’’ and inserting ‘‘section 207(0)’’. 

(e) | OWNER-MANAGED  INTERESTS.—Section 
221(a) of the Indian Land Consolidation Act (25 
U.S.C. 2220(a)) is amended by inserting ‘‘owner 
or” before ‘‘co-owners’’. 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 

(1) TESTAMENTARY DISPOSITION.—The amend- 
ments made by subsection (c)(2) of this section 
to section 207(b) of the Indian Land Consolida- 
tion Act (25 U.S.C. 2206(b)) shall not apply to 
any will executed before the date that is 1 year 
after the date of enactment of this Act. 

(2) SMALL UNDIVIDED INTERESTS IN INDIAN 
LANDS.—The amendments made by subsection 
(c)(7)(C) of this section to subsection (0)(5) of 
section 207 of the Indian Land Consolidation 
Act (25 U.S.C. 2206) shall not apply to or affect 
any sale of an interest under subsection (0)(5) of 
that section that was completed before the date 
of enactment of this Act. 

TITLE III -REAUTHORIZATION OF 
MEMORIAL TO MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SEC. 301. REAUTHORIZATION. 

Section 508(b)(2) of the Omnibus Parks and 
Public Lands Management Act of 1996 (40 
U.S.C. 8903 note; 110 Stat. 4157, 114 Stat. 26, 117 
Stat. 1347, 119 Stat. 527) is amended by striking 
“November 12, 2008” and inserting ‘‘November 
12, 2009”. 

Amend the title so as to read: “Ап Act to 
direct the Secretary of the Interior to take 
into trust 2 parcels of Federal land for the 
benefit of certain Indian Pueblos in the 
State of New Mexico, and for other pur- 
poses.". 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
concur in the House amendments, the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


a 


CIVIL RIGHTS ACT OF 1964 
COMMEMORATIVE COIN ACT 


Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Banking 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of H.R. 2040, and that the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con- 
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 2040) to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo- 
ration of the semicentennial of the enact- 
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de- 
bate, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 2040) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 
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APPOINTMENT 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the Republican 


leader, pursuant to provisions of Public 
Law 110-348, appoints the following in- 
dividual as a member of the Congres- 
sional Oversight Panel: The Honorable 
JUDD GREGG, of New Hampshire. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 


ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
NOVEMBER 20, 2008 


Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen- 
ate completes its business today, it 
stand in adjournment until 9:30 a.m. 
tomorrow, Thursday, November 20; 
that following the prayer and pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the morning hour be deemed 
expired, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate proceed to a period of 
morning business for up to 1 hour, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each; that following morn- 
ing business, the Senate resume consid- 
eration of the motion to proceed to 
Calendar No. 1123, H.R. 6867, an act to 
provide for additional emergency un- 
employment compensation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


PROGRAM 


Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, earlier 
this evening, Senator REID filed cloture 
on the motion to proceed to the unem- 
ployment insurance legislation. Nego- 
tiations are ongoing to come to an 
agreement to have that vote tomorrow. 
Senators will be notified when the vote 
is scheduled. 


EE 


ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 9:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 


Mr. CASEY. If there is no further 
business to come before the Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent that it stand 
adjourned under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:42 p.m., adjourned until Thursday, 
November 20, 2008, at 9:30 a.m. 


EEE 


NOMINATIONS 
Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 
FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY 


STEVE A. LINICK, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE INSPECTOR GEN- 
ERAL OF THE FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY. 
(NEW POSITION) 
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SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION 
CORPORATION 


ALESIA RANNEY-MARINELLI, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A 
DIRECTOR OF THE SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION 
CORPORATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2011, 
VICE ARMANDO J. BUCELO, JR., TERM EXPIRING. 

MARK S. SHELTON, OF KANSAS, TO BE A DIRECTOR OF 
THE SECURITIES INVESTOR PROTECTION CORPORATION 
FOR A TERM EXPIRING DECEMBER 31, 2011. (REAPPOINT- 
MENT) 


INTER-AMERICAN FOUNDATION 


THOMAS JOSEPH DODD, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM- 
BIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE INTER-AMERICAN FOUNDATION FOR A TERM EXPIR- 
ING JUNE 26, 2014. (REAPPOINTMENT) 

GARY C. BRYNER, OF UTAH, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN FOUN- 
DATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING JUNE 26, 2014. (RE- 
APPOINTMENT) 

ROGER W. WALLACE, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
FOUNDATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 6, 2014. 
(REAPPOINTMENT) 

RODNEY G. BENT, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE INTER-AMERICAN 
FOUNDATION FOR A TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 20, 2014, 
VICE ADOLFO A. FRANCO, TERM EXPIRED. 


IN THE COAST GUARD 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
AS VICE COMMANDANT OF THE UNITED STATES COAST 
GUARD AND TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 14, 
U.S.C., SECTION 47: 


To be vice admiral 
VICE ADM. DAVID P. PEKOSKE 
IN THE AIR FORCE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE 
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT AS THE DI- 
RECTOR, AIR NATIONAL GUARD AND FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 601 AND 10506: 


To be lieutenant general 
MAJ. GEN. HARRY M. WYATT III 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be lieutenant colonel 
RICHARD W. JOST 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL FOR APPOINT- 
MENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531(А): 


To be major 
CLEVIS T. PARKER 
IN THE ARMY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL TO THE GRADE 
INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY UNDER TITLE 
10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 


To be colonel 
LYNN F. ABRAMS 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY NURSE CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be major 
CATHERINE A. OLIVER 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUAL FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE CORPS UNDER 
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be major 
TIMOTHY 8. ALLISONAIPA 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be major 
DANIEL A. STRODE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be major 
JOSEPH S. SELKEN 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL SPECIALIST CORPS 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be major 


THOMAS A. BRYANT 
KENNETH S. GILLESPIE 
JAMES P. MCGINNIS 
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THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR REGULAR 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES ARMY MEDICAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: 


To be lieutenant colonel 


JAMES A. GRIGGS 
WILLIAM B. WILKINSON 


To be major To be lieutenant colonel 


PAUL R. HUNT PETER H. GUEVARA 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR REGULAR i 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE To be major 
UNITED STATES ARMY DENTAL CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, WALTER W. CASPER 

U.S.C., SECTIONS 531 AND 3064: WALTER W. SHRATZ 
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 


IN HONOR OF JANIS KING ARNOLD 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of Janis King Arnold, and in 
recognition of 36 outstanding years of service 
in the Cleveland Metro School District. She 
has been instrumental in bringing innovative 
educational programs to the Greater Cleve- 
land Area. 


Janis Arnold has a multifaceted and rich his- 
tory in public service and recently retired from 
a long and illustrious career in the Cleveland 
Metro School District. She attended public 
schools in the Greater Cleveland Area and 
went on to earn a degree in Education from 
Central State University. During her 36-year 
tenure in the Cleveland Metro School District, 
Mrs. Arnold served as a classroom teacher, 
parent engagement coordinator, administrative 
intern and assistant principal. She was further 
able to demonstrate her leadership skills when 
she became Principal of John Buhrer School 
in 1987—a position she would remain in until 
her retirement in August of this year. During 
her time at John Buhrer School, Mrs. Arnold 
instituted a unique dual language program at 
the school—the first program of its kind in the 
State of Ohio. The program, designed to foster 
cross-cultural understanding and to give stu- 
dents the proper tools to become bilingual is 
partly funded through a grant by the U.S. De- 
partment of Education. She also expanded the 
school's music program through a grant from 
VH1’s Save the Music Program and through 
partnerships with the Cleveland Museum of 
Art and the Cleveland Cultural Coalition. 


Mrs. Arnold has been recognized several 
times for leadership, innovative work and the 
relationships she forged between numerous 
churches and community agencies. Under her 
leadership, John Buhrer School was awarded 
the School of Excellence Award from 
Esperanza, Inc. in 2001 and the Excelling 
School Award in 1997. Mrs. Arnold was recog- 
nized at the 21st Annual Multicultural/Multi- 
lingual Conference for her significant contribu- 
tions to multicultural education. 


Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Janis King Arnold, and in rec- 
ognition of her significant contributions to edu- 
cation in the Greater Cleveland Area. May her 
work on fostering cross-cultural understanding 
and work with community organizing serve as 
an example for all of us to follow. 


TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
JOHN E. MURRAY 


HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor the life and accomplishments 
of veteran, civil servant, and author Major 
General John E. Murray (United States Army 
Retired). 

Born in Clifton, New Jersey, November 22, 
1918, General Murray was drafted into the 
United States Army in 1941 as a private leav- 
ing his studies at St. John’s University and 
rose to the rank of Major General. The career 
that followed was to take him through three 
wars, ten campaigns and logistic and transpor- 
tation operations throughout the world. He 
earned his LL.B. from New York Law School 
in 1949, LL.D. in 1975 and M.A. from George 
Washington University in 1961. He was a 
member of the New York and United States 
Supreme Court Bar as well as a member of 
the Korean Bar. 

He fought and served bravely during the Ko- 
rean War and went on to become the Director 
of Army Transportation in 1969 and 1970. He 
then served as Chief of Logistics to the Pacific 
Command and Chief of Logistics for the Mili- 
tary Assistance Command from 1972 until late 
1973, under the command of Admiral John S. 
McCain, Sr. After the cease of hostilities in 
Vietnam, he remained as chief military in 
charge of intelligence operations and support 
of the Vietnamese Armed Forces. 

President Reagan called General Murray 
back to service in 1988-1989 where he 
served as the Principal Deputy Assistant Sec- 
retary of Defense for Special Operations and 
Low Intensity Conflict. He was inducted into 
the Army Transportation Corps Hall of Fame, 
located at Fort Eustis, Virginia in 2001. 

After retiring from the military he served as 
Vice President of the Association of American 
Railroads and as special counsel to American 
International Underwriters. He served on the 
White House Agent Orange Working Group 
and the Defense Intelligence Task Force on 
POWs and MIAs. He also served with the 
White House Office of Science and Tech- 
nology on epidemiological studies and with in- 
dustry of a variety of legal and logistics mat- 
ters. 

General Murray lectured at Georgetown Uni- 
versity on Crisis Management and at the Na- 
tional Defense University. He was a prolific 
author of articles involving logistics and busi- 
ness matters and also contributed book re- 
views to Time-Life books and National De- 
fense Transportation magazine. Publications 
include Lawyers, Computers and Power; War 
Transport; Show Biz; The Myths of Business 
and the Business of Myths; Sweet Adversity; 
and The U.S. Army, how it Motivates. 


Among his numerous awards were the 
D.S.M.; Legion of Merit; the Italian War Cross, 
Knight Order Crown of Italy; and decorations 
from the Korean and Vietnamese Govern- 
ments. 

Madam Speaker, | was truly saddened by 
the death of General Murray. | would like to 
extend my deepest condolences to his family. 
My thoughts and prayers are with his daughter 
Valerie, of Norfolk Virgina, his granddaughter 
Shana and grandson Andrew of Norfolk Vir- 
ginia; his brother Danny of Arlington Virginia, 
and a large extended family. 


EEE 


HONORING REVEREND DR. J. 
ALFRED SMITH, SR. 


HON. BARBARA LEE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today with 
my colleague, Congressman PETE STARK, to 
honor the extraordinary life accomplishments 
of the Reverend Dr. J. Alfred Smith, Sr. He is 
a leader, teacher, spiritual guide, and inspira- 
tion to all who know him. Pastor Smith will be 
retiring this year from his position as Senior 
Pastor at Allen Temple Baptist Church in Oak- 
land, California. 

Pastor Smith has led this church and our 
community for 40 years. In that time he has 
positively influenced countless lives and left an 
indelible mark. It is without doubt that his leg- 
acy will continue to inspire people and pro- 
mote the strong ideals and unwavering hu- 
manity Pastor Smith has always stood for. 

Throughout his life and tenure as Senior 
Pastor, Dr. Smith championed the causes of 
the poor and the disenfranchised. Through his 
many publications, interviews, and sermons, 
Dr. Smith reminded us everyday of our human 
obligation and the standards of dignity, charity, 
and common love that we must all live by. In 
the Greater Bay Area, he also spearheaded 
groundbreaking programs to reach out to 
those most in need and assist them in their 
struggles. He is an individual who never failed 
to practice what he preached, and who has 
used his own life as an example with grace, 
humility, and an unsurpassable kindness and 
empathy for others. 

The ministries and message of Dr. J. Alfred 
Smith, Sr. has made an impact locally, nation- 
ally, and internationally. From testifying before 
the United Nations in New York City in 1989 
against the apartheid government in South Af- 
rica to securing affordable housing for seniors, 
he has dedicated his career to promoting 
peace and equality. His work has inspired and 
uplifted people from all faiths and backgrounds 
to dedicate their lives to this same noble pur- 
suit. 

This is Dr. Smith’s true gift to us all—the gift 
of positive influence. He has inspired our lead- 
ers and our children to carry on the difficult 
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fight for justice in a way that is both compas- 
sionate and relentless. 

Through the many programs for youth that 
he has created and supported, Dr. Smith has 
invested himself fully in the education of the 
next generations. By doing this, he has cre- 
ated irreplaceable opportunities which would 
not have existed for these children without 
him. By remaining personally involved in their 
experiences and progress, he has empowered 
them to believe in the importance of their own 
efforts and to commit themselves to carrying 
others up behind him, as he has done for so 
many years. Dr. Smith has shown our commu- 
nity that we can live our lives with eloquence, 
devotion, and with a deep respect for all of 
God's children. 

In Pastor Smith's retirement years, it is cer- 
tain that he and his brilliant and beautiful wife, 
the Reverend Bernestine Farley-Smith, will 
continue to contribute to our society im- 
mensely and spread the benefits of their many 
collective years of experience by serving their 
community, enjoying their family, and most im- 
portantly walking and talking with God. 

Today, the residents of California's 9th and 
13th Congressional Districts join with the 
members of Allen Temple Baptist Church, its 
community allies, fellow congregations, and 
Pastor Smith's loving family to celebrate his 
years of service and wish him a most happy 
and fruitful retirement. Our sincere gratitude 
goes out to Dr. Smith's three sons, two daugh- 
ters, fourteen grandchildren and seven great- 
grandchildren for sharing this visionary leader 
and wonderful human being with us. We are 
all better people for having had the blessing of 
this man's friendship and guidance. May he 
and his wife rejoice and enjoy their time to- 
gether for many happy years to come. 


Se 


HONORING THE SERVICE AND 
RETIREMENT OF JIM TURNER 


HON. BART GORDON 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the service 
of a valued staff member—James H. Turner, 
Jr.—who will retire at the end of this year from 
the staff of the Committee on Science and 
Technology. As the Chief Counsel for the Full 
Committee, Jim’s expertise in law and science 
policy is unmatched. 

Jim first came to Capitol Hill as Legislative 
Counsel for Congressman Gary Myers in 
1975. During his 29 years of working on the 
Hill, Jim has served many roles for the Com- 
mittee, including Technology Team Leader 
and Subcommittee Staff Director. He has 
worked across the board on the Committee’s 
legislative agenda, especially in the areas of 
technology and energy policy. In addition, 
Jim’s dedication and hard work were crucial to 
the creation and passage of the Stevenson- 
Wydler Act and the Bayh-Dole Act which re- 
shaped technology transfer policy. Also, Jim 
played a key role in the development and 
maintenance of the Small Business Innovation 
Research (SBIR) program. 

Jim holds degrees from Georgetown and 
Yale Universities and from Westminster Col- 
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lege and attended the Senior Managers in 
Government Program at Harvard’s Kennedy 
School of Government. Before his time on the 
Committee, Jim worked for Wheelabrator-Frye, 
Congressman Myers, the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration (NASA), and the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). In addi- 
tion, he served on the Clinton Presidential 
transition team and as a social worker for the 
state of Connecticut. 

Outside of work, Jim is involved in his 
church as a Chairperson for the St. Columba's 
Episcopal Church Outreach Steering Com- 
mittee. Jim also dedicates his time to advising 
young people as a mentor for the Georgetown 
University Law School and as the Washington 
Coordinator for the MIT/UVA summer intern- 
ship program. Over the years, Jim has been 
known for his efforts in helping young profes- 
sionals obtain jobs and providing ongoing ca- 
reer advice. 

Madame Speaker, Jim's dedication and 
work ethic have made him a valued member 
of the Committee staff. | know that all of the 
Science and Technology Committee's Mem- 
bers and staff wish him and his wife Betty well 
in their journey ahead. In closing, | just want 
to say thank you, Jim, for your many years of 
dedicated public service. You will be missed. 


TRIBUTE TO JOE BOLGER 


HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
honor one of Jackson County's finest political 
leaders, Joe Bolger, Jr. who died on Novem- 
ber 18, 2008. He grew up proud of his Eastern 
Jackson County roots. He attended the Uni- 
versity of Missouri and graduated with a bach- 
elor of science in 1955. By the age of 36 he 
was happily married to Joanne Kobe Bolger 
and had three children, Kathleen, Brian and 
Craig. By this time in his life, he had garnered 
the respect of his community as he served as 
president of the Jackson County Chamber and 
had been appointed to the State Water Pollu- 
tion Board by Missouri Governor Warren E. 
Hearnes. With the support of friends and fam- 
ily he entered the political arena running for 
the Democratic nomination for Jackson County 
Eastern District Judge, a seat that had been 
held by President Harry S. Truman. He filed 
his papers at the Jackson County Clerk's of- 
fice in the Independence Courthouse, which 
he insisted was the real county seat, a debate 
that continues today. 

In 1970 Joe Bolger, Jr. was elected Eastern 
Judge of Jackson County, joining Presiding 
Judge George W. Lehr and Western Judge 
Harry Wiggins. All three judges were in their 
30's with Joe Bolger, Jr. being the youngest of 
the judges. They were a dynamic combination 
and set Jackson County on a path of pros- 
perity and growth. He was a strong advocate 
and defender for Eastern Jackson County. He 
believed in listening and learning from his con- 
stituents. While fighting for the rights of East- 
ern Jackson County, Joe Bolger, Jr. stated in 
The Kansas City Star article, "We would like 
to look upon you as our big brother. . . . not 
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be seen as stepchildren. The eastern and 
western districts are two different worlds, and 
Рт not pleased with your attitude toward the 
balance of the county." He spoke of the future 
and warned that the population would soon 
shift outside Kansas City. He fought for the 
sports complex, infrastructure improvements, 
economic opportunities, and better schools. 

He served for two years, 1971 and 1972. 
History will record that he was the last Eastern 
Jackson County Judge. In his last year, 1972, 
the Truman Sports Complex opened in East- 
ern Jackson County. We were the talk of the 
Sports nation as we cut the ribbon on the top 
designed major league facilities. 

By 1973, Jackson County had adopted a 
charter form of government, consisting of a 
County Executive and 15 legislators. Joe Bol- 
ger Jr. was voted to continue his service as a 
member of the original 15 legislators, rep- 
resenting northeast Jackson County. He was a 
powerful voice as he served with three Jack- 
son County Executives. After the second 
County Executive, Mike White, decided not to 
run for another term, many asked Joe Bolger, 
Jr. to run but he declined. He served on the 
Jackson County Legislature for ten years, 
leaving all of Jackson County a better place to 
live. He brought industry and commerce to 
Eastern Jackson County and watched as the 
population grew. He was instrumental in the 
Little Blue Valley Sewer District and the con- 
tinued development of Eastern Jackson Coun- 
ty. He believed in a Truman style of govern- 
ment of plain speaking and respect for his 
community. He will always be remembered as 
highly intelligent, a caring father, and advocate 
for his constituency. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in express- 
ing our appreciation to the life and accom- 
plishments of Joe Bolger, Jr. His legacy lives 
on in Jackson County as his work and dedica- 
tion lead to the betterment of our community. 
| urge my colleagues of the 110th Congress to 
join me in remembering a great man from 
Eastern Jackson County. 


— 


HONORING NANCY HICKS 
MAYNARD 


HON. BARBARA LEE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor the extraordinary life and accomplish- 
ments of one of our nation's greatest trail- 
blazers. The renowned journalist and activist 
for truth їп media, Nancy Hicks Maynard, 
passed away on September 21, 2008 at the 
age of 61. Her vivacious and extraordinary 
presence will be greatly missed, however her 
life's work has ensured that future generations 
will continue to benefit from her courageous 
impact indefinitely. 

A news pioneer and the first African-Amer- 
ican woman to own a major daily newspaper 
in America, Nancy Hicks Maynard was an in- 
spiration to all who knew her. Her incredible 
journalism career began in 1966 when, out- 
raged by inaccurate and destructive reporting 
on her neighborhood, Nancy broke onto the 
Scene as a reporter for the New York Post at 
the age of 20. 
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From there she went on to work at the New 
York Times. At that time she was the Times' 
youngest staff reporter. However, that did not 
prevent Nancy from covering the hottest 
issues. From the Apollo space missions to Af- 
rican-American student takeovers at Columbia 
and Cornell universities, and the mid-sixties 
urban rebellions, Nancy was on the ground 
working nonstop to ensure that these stories 
were reaching the public not only through an 
objective lens, but from the viewpoint of a 
young person of color—something shamefully 
nonexistent in the media at that time. 

In 1975 she married Robert C. Maynard, 
who wrote for the Washington Post and was 
already a news giant in his own right. At that 
time in our nation’s history, Nancy and Robert 
were among the best and most accomplished 
of the fewer than 50 black journalists who held 
significant roles in the newspaper, radio and 
television journalism industries. However, ris- 
ing up within a damaged and biased system 
was not enough for the Maynards. Not content 
with their own personal accomplishments, they 
both believed that their greatest civic duty was 
to level the playing field and bring others up 
behind them. 

Two years later, they both resigned from 
their lucrative posts to pursue their shared fun- 
damental ideals. This included, demanding a 
higher standard of ethics and accountability in 
journalism and promoting equal opportunity for 
people of color in the media industry. They 
moved to the West Coast to pursue what was 
right and just and to establish a non-profit 
dedicated to training minority reporters and 
pressing newsrooms to “reflect the diversity of 
thought, lifestyle and heritage in our culture.” 

In Berkeley, California, Nancy and Robert 
joined with eight other co-founders and 
launched the year-round Institute for Jour- 
nalism Education—the first of its kind in this 
field. 

In 1983, the couple purchased the finan- 
cially struggling Oakland Tribune from the 
Gannett Company. For nearly a decade, the 
Maynards co-published the daily paper. It was 
at the Oakland Tribune that their vision of di- 
versity in staffing and coverage took physical 
form and set an example for the conservative, 
overwhelmingly white newsroom managers 
they had been trying to reach out to for so 
many years. The Maynards sold the Tribune in 
1992 and Robert passed away a few months 
afterward. During the ten years of their propri- 
etorship, the company contributed approxi- 
mately $300 million in payroll revenue alone to 
the city of Oakland and its residents. 

Nancy was the child of an African-American 
jazz musician and a Caucasian mother. 
Through her personal and professional experi- 
ences, she understood the need for the most 
talented and committed minds in journalism to 
work together to break down racial barriers 
and report the truth back to the community. 
She carried this rich heritage and strong 
sense of purpose with her throughout her life. 
In 1998, the National Association of Black 
Journalists awarded her its annual Lifetime 
Achievement Award. 

Today, California's 9th Congressional Dis- 
trict salutes Nancy Hicks Maynard and honors 
her legacy. We thank her family for sharing 
this amazing spirit with us, especially her part- 
ner, Jay T. Harris, her mother, Eve Keller, her 
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sister, Barbara Guest, her brother, Al Hall, her 
sons, David and Alex, and her daughter, Dori. 
May her soul rest in peace. 


re 


IN HONOR OF THE PALESTINE 
CHILDREN’S RELIEF FUND 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in order to recognize the achievements 
of The Palestine Children’s Relief Fund 
(PCRF) on the occasion of their 2008 gala, 
entitled “Healing Hands.” For the past 17 
years, PCRF has played an instrumental role 
in providing some of the best medical treat- 
ment for children all over the Middle East. 

The Palestine Children’s Relief Fund is a 
U.S.-based non-profit that has now become 
the leading organization providing free medical 
treatment for children in the Middle East. 
PCRF works closely with doctors, hospitals, 
and organizations throughout North America 
and Europe in order to facilitate specialized 
medical care for children who are unable to be 
treated locally. Children have been treated in 
hospitals all over the United States, including 
in Cleveland and other cities across Ohio. 
Since its founding in 1991, PCRF has treated 
over 800 children outside of the Middle East 
and continues to send doctors from the United 
States to train medical personnel in the region. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of the Palestine Children’s Relief 
Fund and in recognition of their outstanding 
achievements and important work in providing 
free medical treatment to children in need. 


BRUCE ASHWILL 


HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, | would 
like to take a moment to pay tribute to Bruce 
Ashwill, a close friend from the Fourth Con- 
gressional District of California. 

Bruce Ashwill is a legend in California real 
estate. As a founding partner of Ashwill Burke 
and the founder of Bishop Hawke and Aborn 
Powers, it is estimated that he has hired and 
trained more than 1,700 real estate profes- 
sionals in his more than 38 years in the com- 
mercial real estate business. Bruce is a valued 
member of local chambers of commerce and 
many professional trade groups such as the 
California Association of Realtors and the Sac- 
ramento Trade Organization. 

We first met in 1983 when | was running for 
the California State Senate, and our friendship 
has grown from there. | have been privileged 
to benefit from the wisdom and experiences 
Bruce has shared with me, providing great in- 
sight into business, politics and life. 

Bruce graduated from University of Cali- 
fornia at Los Angeles, with a Bachelor of 
Science degree. He and his wife of 46 years, 
Barbara, live on a ranch in Shingle Springs, 
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California. Bruce and Barbara have been 
blessed with three children and eight grand- 
children. 

| would like to wish Bruce and Barbara good 
luck in all their future endeavors and express 
to them how much they mean to Julie and me. 
We look forward to continuing our great friend- 
ship for many years to come. 


HONORING BOB FRALEY 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
along with Congressman RADANOVICH, to con- 
gratulate Bob Fraley upon his induction into 
the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. Mr. Fraley 
will be honored at the 50th anniversary 
enshrinement dinner of the Fresno Athletic 
Hall of Fame on Thursday, November 6, 2008. 

Bob Fraley grew up in the tiny community of 
Hardwick, California, and admired the man 
considered the best pole-vaulter ever, “Dutch” 
Warmerdam. Coach Fraley was raised just an 
orchard away from the Warmerdam home. Be- 
fore he was done with his storied career, 
Coach Fraley would nurture a track-and-field 
powerhouse at Lemoore High School, mentor 
more than 40 All-Americans at California State 
University, Fresno, and made the “Fraley” 
name synonymous with the pole vault all over 
the world. 

According to Coach Fraley, his most signifi- 
cant accomplishment in his career was saving 
the California State University, Fresno, men’s 
track-and-field team in 2003 after it was cut by 
the school as an intercollegiate sport. He 
saved the program by telling the university's 
administration, “take my salary; just don’t take 
my sport.” The school agreed and Coach 
Fraley coached for free and was hailed in 
Sports Illustrated for solving a problem instead 
of pointing fingers at others. 

The honors are many for Coach Fraley, who 
was also a trailblazer for women’s athletics 
and the implementation of Title IX. He was 
named 2003 USA Track and Field Nike Coach 
of the Year, U.S. Olympic Committee Develop- 
mental Coach of the Year in 2004, 2006 na- 
tional Pole Vault Hall of Fame inductee and 
two-time Western Athletic Conference coach 
of the year. During his 28 years at California 
State University, Fresno, including 8 years as 
head coach, he developed many of the Na- 
tion’s top performers; including 19 Academic 
All-Americans. Among his top athletes were 
pole-vaulter Jim Davis, who cleared 19 feet 
and won three NCAA titles; four-time All-Amer- 
ican triple jumper Reggie Jackson; and Me- 
lissa (Price) Lewis, the first female inductee of 
the national Pole Vault Hall of Fame and the 
first female high school and NCAA pole vault 
champ. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to commend 
and congratulate Bob Fraley upon his achieve- 
ments and induction into the Fresno Athletic 
Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to join me 
in wishing Coach Fraley congratulations on his 
many accomplishments. 
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HONORING MATER DEI KNIGHTS 
VOLLEYBALL TEAM 


HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the Mater Dei Knights Volleyball 
Team. The Knights placed third at the IHSA 
State Volleyball match on Saturday November 
15, 2008. 

Continuing their tradition of success, this is 
the Knights' 12th trophy in school history. The 
Knights competed for their title against Chi- 
cago Payton. Winning in just two games, the 
Knights defeated Payton by scores of 25-17 
and 25-22. 

It is my pleasure to congratulate Coaches 
Fred Rakers and Chad Rakers along with the 
Knights Volleyball Team members—Cortney 
Crocker, Morgan Dall, Laura Thole, Tabatha 
Albers, Andria Lampe, Kalye Boeckmann, 
Maria Gebke, Alison Mueller, Ashley Rakers, 
Nicole Strieker, Samantha Bedard, Kayla 
Eversgerd, Alyssa Hitpas, Brooke Schulte, and 
Abbey Winter—on their success. 

| wish the Knights continued success for 
seasons to come! 


HONORING SATOSHI HIRAYAMA 
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today, along with Congressman NUNES, to 
congratulate Satoshi "Fibber" Hirayama upon 
the opening and dedication of the newest 
gymnasium in Clovis Unified School District. 
Mr. Hirayama will be honored at a dedication 
ceremony on Thursday, October 16, 2008 at 
Gateway High School. 

Mr. Hirayama was raised in the Central San 
Joaquin Valley on a farm. At the age of twelve 
he began to play competitive sports, mostly 
football and baseball. These skills were devel- 
oped even further when his family, along with 
thousands of other Japanese-Americans, was 
relocated to an Internment Camp in Arizona 
during World War II. While in the camp an or- 
ganized baseball league began with 32 teams. 
The competitive nature of the games is where 
his baseball skills became refined. 

When the war ended, Mr. Hirayama and his 
family returned to the San Joaquin Valley. He 
completed high school and received a scholar- 
ship to play baseball at Fresno State College. 
While at Fresno State he lettered in football 
and baseball. He lead the baseball team with 
seventy-six stolen bases in a season and five 
stolen bases in one game, this record stood 
for over forty years. After college he was 
picked up by the Stockton Ports in the Pacific 
Coast League, a farm team for the St. Louis 
Browns. Mr. Hirayama was the first Japanese- 
American from Fresno to play professional 
baseball. After one year in the league he was 
called to serve for the U.S. military. From 
1953 to 1955, Mr. Hirayama served as a sol- 
dier at Fort Ord and continued to play baseball 
with fellow soldiers on base. 


EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


Upon being discharged from the military he 
signed with the Hiroshima Carp in the Japa- 
nese Baseball League. He and a fellow team- 
mate, Kenshi Zenimura, were incredibly pop- 
ular; over 100,000 fans showed up at the Hiro- 
shima train station to greet the players upon 
their arrival to Japan. Mr. Hirayama became a 
two-time All Star and competed in the Japa- 
nese-Major League Baseball All Star games 
against legends, such as Mickey Mantel, 
Whitey Ford, Casey Stengel and Stan Musial. 

After playing in the league for 10 years, he 
returned to California and in 1965 was hired 
as a teacher for Clovis continuation. He be- 
came vice principal at the continuation school 
for two periods per day and also taught 5 peri- 
ods of math at Clovis High School per day. In 
1970 he was promoted to principal of the con- 
tinuation school and in 1972 became the first 
principal of the new continuation school, Gate- 
way High. After holding that position for five 
years, he served as the Administrator of Per- 
sonnel for Clovis Unified School District. He 
remained in that position for 13 years, until he 
retired from the district in 1990. 

Today, Mr. Hirayama continues to work in 
the baseball world. He currently scouts for the 
Carps in Japan and the Dominican Republic. 
He is a true pioneer for the sport of baseball 
and an incredible example of competiveness 
and determination. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate Satoshi "Fibber" Hirayama 
upon the dedication of the new gymnasium in 
his name. | invite my colleagues to join me in 
wishing Mr. Hirayama many years of contin- 
ued success. 


ES 


HONORING THE LIFE OF JOE 
MENDOZA 


HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise with 
a heavy heart today to honor my friend Joe 
Mendoza, who passed away on October 25, 
2008, at the age of 90. There are so many 
things to be said about Joe—a rancher, a 
community leader, and a family man who was 
held in high esteem by all who knew him. | 
can think of no better tribute than these re- 
marks delivered at his memorial service by his 
long-time friend, Joseph Schoeningh: 

Point Reyes is a unique geographical area 
on our beautiful coastline. It was there 90 
years ago this past July that Joseph H. Men- 
doza, a truly unique man, was born. It was 
also there this past Saturday that he died. 

Joe Mendoza (Papa Joe to many of us) was 
a loving husband, father, grandfather, great- 
grandfather and uncle. He was a caring friend 
and neighbor, a very successful businessman, 
dairyman and rancher, a true outdoorsman, 
avid hunter and fisherman. As a husband, he 
deeply loved, honored and cherished his “Mrs. 
Scotty” for 67 wonderful years. They worked 
as a synchronized team to build their ranching 
business, becoming highly successful. Recog- 
nized by his peers for his success, Joe be- 
came President of the Challenge Cream and 
Butter Association, served on the board of Di- 


24243 


rectors of the National Milk Association, and 
also was one of the original board members of 
the Golden Gate National Recreation Area. 

As a father, he was very proud of his three 
children. He could be a tough and stern task- 
master at times, but he always wanted them 
to learn and grow from his methods and ex- 
ample. Son Jim shared about the time when 
the manure system was broken and they 
cleaned out the pump, then Joe put his foot 
over the outlet and told his young son to turn 
on the pump. This was a "hands on" manure 
shower lesson for both men . . . bet Scotty 
was thrilled about their entry to "her" always 
spotless house. . . . 

Son Joe remembers the time that he and 
fellow young men were entered as an adult 
ensemble into a parade, riding horses. Their 
Lions Club dads stuffed the kids' shirts to 
make them look bigger and the boys brought 
home a trophy. On the way home the proud 
fathers decided to stop at the Western in Point 
Reyes Station. The same proud fathers pro- 
ceeded to ride those horses into the bar. 

Young Joe watched as the horses and men 
partied in the bar and a passing driver almost 
got in a wreck as she drove by seeing a horse 
exit the bar. We wonder did this lay the 
groundwork for Joe Junior’s future. 

Joe passed on his acumen as a business 
and community leader to his family. Daughter 
Sharon put her accounting education to work 
taking a part-time job when she was raising 
her family. She did books for Joe, Scotty and 
the family dairy businesses. Really this was 
their way to connect and Sharon was able to 
learn from her “hero”. Sharon and Joe en- 
joyed talking business, talking cows and 
strategizing financial and political plans. 

As a grandfather, the stories are numerous 
and wonderful. He had a manner of con- 
necting with young people and no matter what 
their age, he stayed connected. Joe combined 
his love of Grandchildren and other pastimes 
at various locations from “the cabin" to his 
Duck Hunting Club at Grizzly Island. Grand- 
daughter Teresa recalls their tradition that 
went on for ages when she accompanied Joe 
and Scotty to the Duck Club. Before any other 
task, when they arrived, Joe and Teresa 
would get into the boat and "cruise the Hawai- 
ian Islands"—they were on the lookout for 
hula girls in that Fairfield swamp and saw 
many great performances as they checked on 
the water level and duck population. As a 
great grandfather of nine, he just burst with 
pride as he watched this latest generation 
sprout up and found a way to "connect" with 
each of them as well. 

There was a special place in his heart for 
nephews Marvin and George Nunes whom he 
mentored in both businesses and life after the 
untimely death of their father in the early '50s. 

As a hunter/gatherer, he was the organizer 
and leader of countless outings in pursuit of 
deer, ducks, doves and pheasant. Joe looked 
forward to every season with a new excite- 
ment and occupied most mornings calling up 
friends to set up their plans. He especially 
looked forward to the annual bird hunting trip 
to Mexico at the beginning of each year and 
was so fortunate to travel there only 6 months 
ago. 

y^ a fisherman who knew the ocean around 
him, he brought home a wide array of fish, ab- 
alone, crab and oysters . . . Granddaughter 
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Karen recalls a fateful day when their catch 
numbered 33 salmon and 1 halibut. Joe was 
in the company of Karen and her friend Kristy 
Skeen . . . he would describe them as “2 
Tomatas". Of course all was good until the 
end of the day when the ladies retired to the 
kitchen of the Scotty-Joe to play cards and 
Joe was left on deck to clean all those fish. Of 
course, he graciously took on the task, never 
interrupting their game. 

As a good friend and neighbor Joe Men- 
doza was a mainstay of the "point" ranches. 
Neighbors became friends and they were like 
their own family watching out for one another 
during crisis or time of need. 

Joe was very proud, yet a very humble 
man, a man of much foresight and practicality. 
One good piece of advice he gave to many of 
us goes like this . . . 

“If you do all of the talking, then they know 
everything you know and you don't know what 
they know." 

He was also very practical about avoiding 
the "eye of a storm". Once he and |, at the 
end of a great holiday party at the cabin, de- 
cided to take a small boat across Tomales 
Bay to the Marshall Tavern for a final "nite 
cap". When Mrs. Scotty discovered that we 
were missing and so was the boat, she cor- 
rectly surmised where we were. As Joe and | 
were enjoying our final nite cap the bartender 
hollered out, "there is a very persistent woman 
on the phone who wants to talk to a JOE right 
now and she really means it". Joe Mendoza 
calmly looked at me and said "That call is for 
you!" | took the phone and guess whose ear 
Mrs. Scotty burned to a crisp! 

Joe and Scotty helped to organize the 
"world famous" Western Weekend in Point 
Reyes Station that continues to this day with 
a wonderful 2 block long parade that circled 
through town at least twice so that it would 
last longer than 10 minutes. 

Joe had a great sense of humor and he 
loved a good story or a funny incident and 
when he really laughed he had a special little 
kick that just naturally happened. When you 
saw that extra little body language, you knew 
he was really enjoying himself. 

Joe loved to dance and he was very good 
at it. So to his delight many Tomatas including 
daughter, granddaughters and great-grand- 
daughters took turns sharing him with his very 
favorite Tomata and dance partner, his be- 
loved "Scotty". 

My last thoughts today are of Joe and Scot- 
ty arm in arm dancing to one of their favorite 
country songs, being sung by Pam Nadale, a 
local country artist who passed on some time 
ago. The song in which | have changed just 
one word is "Waltz Across Texas". It goes like 
this... 

When we dance together my worlds in dis- 
guise 

It’s a fairyland tale that's come true 

When you look at me with those stars in 
your eyes 

I could waltz across heaven with you 

Waltz across heaven with you in my arms 

Waltz across heaven with you 

Like a storybook ending I’m lost in your 
charms 

and I could waltz across heaven with you 

Waltz across heaven... . 
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IN HONOR OF ST. PAUL UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of St. Paul United Church of 
Christ in Parma, Ohio on the occasion of its 
one hundred and fiftieth anniversary, and in 
recognition of its dedication to education, the 
community, and to God. 

St. Paul United Church of Christ was found- 
ed 150 years ago and boasts a variety of pro- 
grams dedicated to serving members of the 
congregation and the community. The Church 
has a number of ministries, including a schol- 
arship program, a Hunger Task Force, and a 
Neighbors in Need ministry. The members of 
St. Paul United Church of Christ devote a sig- 
nificant amount of their time to community 
service and are an integral part of the Greater 
Cleveland community. 

| also rise in recognition of Joseph Ripka, 
an internationally recognized and award-win- 
ning organist who will be performing at St. 
Paul United Church of Christ’s anniversary 
celebration. Mr. Ripka is this year’s winner of 
the Dublin International Organ Competition 
and was the 2006 winner of the San Marino/ 
Elizabeth Elftman National Organ Competition. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of St. Paul United Church of 
Christ in Parma, Ohio as its congregation 
celebrates its one hundred and fiftieth anniver- 
sary, and in recognition of the Church’s signifi- 
cant contributions to the community. 


— Re 


RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY 
TRANSPORT SYSTEM OF THE 
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, 
DAVIS ON THE OCCASION OF 
CARRYING ITS 50 MILLIONTH 
PASSENGER 


HON. MIKE THOMPSON 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. THOMPSON. of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise day to recognize the University 
Transport System of the University of Cali- 
fornia, Davis or Unitrans, as it is known to its 
riders. For over forty years, Unitrans has 
served both UC Davis and the broader Davis 
community, and is celebrating the boarding of 
its 50 millionth rider this year. 

Founded in 1968 to support a growing UC 
Davis community, Unitrans has helped the 
University and the City of Davis grow and 
flourish. Originally, Unitrans had only two vin- 
tage double-decker London buses, which have 
become the most recognizable symbols of 
their presence in the community. The system 
is also notable because UC Davis students 
are almost entirely responsible for the day to 
day operations of Unitrans. All Unitrans drivers 
are undergraduate students and they are 
known for their professionalism and dedication 
to ensuring the system runs smoothly. Today, 
Unitrans has 49 buses servicing 14 routes and 
carries three million passengers every year. 
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The facts about the benefits of public trans- 
portation are clear. Bus systems produce half 
as much carbon dioxide and substantially 
fewer emissions per passenger mile driven 
than private vehicles. By providing convenient 
access to public transportation, Unitrans is 
helping to keep our air clean and reduce traffic 
on our streets. Unitrans has also led the way 
in supporting clean energy by using com- 
pressed natural gas to fuel 90 percent of their 
buses. As our nation continues to work to fight 
global climate change, Unitrans provides an 
excellent example of how we can reduce our 
environmental impact and our carbon footprint. 

Madam Speaker, it is fitting at this time that 
we recognize the dedication and hard work of 
all the drivers, staff and riders who have made 
Unitrans such a success. Their efforts have 
been vital in supporting the growth of UC 
Davis, and we can expect that they will con- 
tinue their service to the Davis community for 
many years to come. 


EE 
IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE- 
MENT OF PAT HOLLARN, 


OKALOOSA COUNTY SUPERVISOR 
OF ELECTIONS 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today in recognition of Pat 
Hollarn upon her retirement as Okaloosa 
County Supervisor of Elections. 

For over twenty years Pat Hollarn has en- 
sured the process of fair and balanced voting. 
As Supervisor of Elections for Okaloosa, 
County, Ms. Hollarn has distinguished herself 
as a champion of increasing voter turnout, vot- 
ing access, and overall knowledge of the elec- 
toral process. With incredible foresight and a 
keen understanding of the needs of the com- 
munity, Ms. Hollarn paired advanced tech- 
nology with the voting booth, serving at the 
forefront of the Internet voting project. This 
project has enabled voting access to disabled 
voters and military personnel serving over- 
sees. Operation Bravo, a program founded by 
Ms. Hollarn to alleviate the problem of service- 
men and women not receiving their absentee 
ballots while abroad, has made it significantly 
easier for troops and other Americans living 
oversees to vote. Additionally, Ms. Hollarn 
stresses the importance of voter education 
with programs like “Kids Voting” and “Kids 
Vote Too” which relay the practice and privi- 
lege of voting to a younger audience. 

Ms. Hollarn’s dedication to the civic realm 
spans far beyond her current position of su- 
pervisor of elections. Ms. Hollarn’s résumé is 
clustered with board and committee member- 
ships as well as numerous positions in various 
organizations. Chambers of Commerce, The 
Bidgeway Center, and the North Okaloosa 
American Cancer Society highlight the long- 
standing career Ms. Hollarn has fashioned out 
of civic duty and community service. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, | am proud to honor Pat 
Hollarn for her enduring allegiance to the vot- 
ing process and the subsequent benefits such 


November 19, 2008 


dedication has provided for the First District of 
Florida. 


Ee 


CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR MEMBERS OF THE ACAD- 
EMY NOMINATING COMMITTEE 


HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to pay tribute to the men and women of 
Arizona’s 8th Congressional District who for 
the past two years have served as members 
of my Military Academy Nominating Com- 
mittee. 

These 23 dedicated citizens have played an 
invaluable role in assisting me with one of my 
most important duties as a member of the 
House of Representatives: nominating young 
men and women for admission into our na- 
tion’s military service academies. 

As a result of this committee’s wise counsel 
and careful consideration, in my first year | 
nominated 24 constituents for admission to the 
U.S. Military, Naval, Air Force and Merchant 
Marine academies. 

Committee members spent countless hours 
reviewing applications, interviewing students 
and drafting their recommendations for nomi- 
nation to the academies. Their singular goal 
was to make sure that the best and brightest 
students received a nomination. 

My Military Academy Nominating Committee 
members are: 

Ellen Ackerman, Jim Ackerman, Steve Alex- 
ander, Terri Allaire, Adalberto Araiza, Larry 


Bahill, Bill Benedict, Dan Cavanagh, Ed 
Cerutti, Mike Crawford, Mimi Finch, Bruce 
Greenberg, Doug Kliman, Robert Nichols, 


Chris Palmenberg, Bob Parson, Larry Putman, 
Joe Sciabarra, Burney Starks, Bob Strain, Tim 
Timmins, Paul Weishaupt, and Jessica 
Woelbling. 

| commend them for their commitment to 
this important nominating process and for their 
help in identifying the United States military 
leaders of the future. 


a 


HONORING THE REVEREND 
BONITA GRUBBS FOR HER OUT- 
STANDING SERVICE TO THE 
COMMUNITY 


HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 


OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, It is with 
great pleasure that | rise today to join family, 
friends, colleagues, and the New Haven com- 
munity in extending recognizing my good 
friend, the Reverend Bonita Grubbs, as we 
gather to celebrate her 20th Anniversary as 
the Executive Director of Christian Community 
Action. It has been through her outstanding 
leadership and vision that Christian Commu- 
nity Action has grown into an invaluable re- 
source for those most in need. 

Christian Community Action is a non-profit 
ecumenical social service organization whose 
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mission includes providing emergency food, 
housing, and support to New Haven's poor 
while encouraging them to attain self-suffi- 
ciency. Christian Community Action is also a 
vocal advocate for the most vulnerable of our 
citizens—working to change the systems that 
perpetuate poverty and injustice. For twenty of 
its thirty year history, Bonita has been at the 
helm of this institution where she has led the 
way in expanding its programs and services. 
She has a unique combination of compassion, 
generosity, and vision which has enabled her 
to ensure that this agency can continue to 
meet the changing needs of the poor. 

More than just her professional contributions 
have made Bonita one of our most respected 
community leaders. She has served on the 
Boards of the Greater New Haven Community 
Loan Fund, the International Festival of Arts 
and currently serves on the Boards of the 
Hospital of Saint Raphael, Connecticut Voices 
for Children, the Connecticut Housing Coali- 
tion, Quinnipiac Bank and Trust, and the Con- 
necticut Center for School Change. She has 
been a member of the Judicial Review Council 
for the State of Connecticut as well as presi- 
dent of the Connecticut Coalition to End 
Homelessness. Ordained to the Christian Min- 
istry within the American Baptist Church in No- 
vember of 1987, Bonita has also served as 
the Interim Pastor of the Christian Baptist 
Church in Hamden, Connecticut. Bonita under- 
stands the importance of being involved in 
one's community and has made an extraor- 
dinary effort to enrich the lives of those less 
fortunate. 

Her work with Christian Community Action 
as well her myriad of volunteer efforts have 
changed the face of the New Haven commu- 
nity and brought much needed attention to the 
needs of the poor. Bonita knows that the pros- 
perity of a community lies in the willingness of 
its members to give back and she has done 
much to strengthen the bonds of our commu- 
nity. 

| inst also take this opportunity to extend 
my heartfelt thanks to Bonita for her many 
years of special friendship. She has been a 
Source of inspiration to me and so many oth- 
ers. | am honored to take this moment to 
stand and recognize the Reverend Bonita 
Grubbs for her 20 years of dedicated service 
to Christian Community Action and her out- 
standing contributions. Every community 
should be so fortunate as to have such an ac- 
complished and devoted advocate. menior, 
and friend. 


ee 


HONORING THOSE WHO FOUGHT 
THE ANGEL ISLAND FIRE 


HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor the heroic firefighters who, with 
bravery and dedication, halted the fire that 
threatened to devastate Angel Island State 
Park, one of our Nation’s unparalleled treas- 
ures, located in San Francisco Bay near 
Tiburon in Marin County, California. 

Heroic firefighters across America brave 
flames and smoke to save lives and protect 
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homes and property. Everyday these men and 
women risk their safety on our behalf. 

On Sunday, October 12, 2008 flames threat- 
ened to swallow Angel Island, a renowned 
landmark that boasts a history dating back to 
the Civil War. In 1863, Angel Island was home 
to Camp Reynolds, which guarded the bay 
during the Civil War. The island later served 
as an immigration station, dubbed “The Ellis 
Island of the West”. During the Cold War, the 
Nike missile site was located on Angel Island. 

Many of these structures are truly windows 
into our past. In particular, | have worked with 
my colleagues and with concerned citizens 
such as the Angel Island Immigration Station 
Foundation to restore the immigration station. 
The stories of peoples’ lives are literally writ- 
ten into its walls and have much to tell us 
about our own history and humanity. 

When fire raged at Angel Island, threatening 
to devastate our Nation's jewel, 275 fire- 
fighters united forces to stop the fire and ulti- 
mately protect 120 historic buildings and 360 
acres from destruction. 

Days after the orange and red flames dis- 
sipated into a cloud of smoke, a crew of 100 
dedicated firefighters remained on the island 
to complete their duties. 

Successfully battling a major wildland fire is 
never the act of one person alone. Marin’s fire 
agencies have an effective mutual aid agree- 
ment which brought skilled personnel and re- 
sources from agencies throughout the County 
with a shared objective—saving the Island’s 
historical buildings and minimizing resource 
damage. Angel Island Park personnel were an 
instrumental part of the command structure 
and, with the help of the U.S. Coast Guard, 
quickly evacuated overnight campers to a safe 
location. As always, the air attack and support 
provided by crews and personnel from CAL 
FIRE gave firefighters the upper hand to ulti- 
mately bring the fire under control. This was 
an amazing example of inter-agency coopera- 
tion that was the key to a successful outcome. 

Madam Speaker, | thank these leaders and 
their crews who saved a tremendous part of 
our history. They and their many colleagues 
across the country are truly our heroes. 
Thanks to their tireless and timely response to 
a looming threat, Angel Island, a beacon of 
history and environmental beauty, can con- 
tinue to enrich the lives of visitors from around 
the world. 


IN HONOR OF JOHANNA OROZCO 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor and recognition of Johanna 
Orozco. Her courage, personal strength and 
concern for others in the wake of unimagi- 
nable personal tragedy nearly two years ago 
at the young age of fifteen, has lifted her into 
the rare and inspiring platform as a champion 
of women's rights. Her activism has inspired 
people of all ages throughout our Greater 
Cleveland community, especially young 
women who are vulnerable to domestic vio- 
lence. 
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Ms. Orozco did not only survive the vicious 
attack by her ex-boyfriend, she has reached 
out as an activist, speaking openly on high 
school and college campuses. She selflessly 
shares her own painful experience in order to 
educate and protect others from unhealthy re- 
lationships and domestic violence. Despite her 
near death, she battled to recover, rising а 
stronger and wiser individual. Through every 
painful phase of her rehabilitation and sur- 
geries, Ms. Orozco reflects grace and dignity. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and recognition of Johanna 
Orozco, who has transformed her personal 
tragedy into triumph. She has emerged with 
strength, determination and an optimistic view 
for her future. She continues to inspire those 
who have been privileged to meet and know 
her. | look forward to her future achievements. 
Johanna Orozco is a heroin among us, and 
our community will continue to support her as 
she recovers. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor and gratitude of Johanna Orozco, 
whose remarkable story and activism will for- 
ever have an impact on our community. May 
her courage continue to serve as an inspira- 
tion for us all. 


HONORING LEE ANGELICH 
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today, along with Congressman COSTA, to 
congratulate Lee Angelich upon his induction 
into the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Angelich will be honored at the 50th anniver- 
sary enshrinement dinner of the Fresno Ath- 
letic Hall of Fame on Thursday, November 6, 
2008. 

Lee Angelich, the youngest of five boys, 
was born to a Serbian immigrant family and 
starred in track and field in high school and 
college. Mr. Angelich qualified for the State 
Finals his senior year at Shasta High School. 
In his two years at Sacramento Junior Col- 
lege, he led the Panthers to league and state 
titles and in 1941 he led them to a national 
title. Mr. Angelich placed second in the 120 
high hurdles and fifth in the high jump at the 
national meet. He then went on to the Univer- 
sity of California, where in 1943 he won Pa- 
cific Coast Conference titles in the 120 high 
and the 220 low hurdles, and finished fifth and 
sixth respectively in the same events at the 
NCAA Championships. In 1943, Mr. Angelich 
joined the Navy and served as an officer on 
the U.S.S. Rixey in the Pacific. After the war, 
he enrolled at California State University Fres- 
no and placed third in the West Coast Relays 
in the 120 high hurdles. 

After completing his education Mr. Angelich 
began coaching. As a coach he stressed fun- 
damentals, defense and teamwork. He guided 
boys' teams at Kerman High, Porterville High 
and Fresno High to eight league champion- 
ships and an overall record of 255-76 from 
1947 to 1963. His Kerman team won the Cen- 
tral Section small schools championship, and 
his Fresno High teams won forty-eight straight 
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games at home, second best in section his- 
tory. Under Mr. Angelich, Fresno High won 
four consecutive North Yosemite League titles 
(1957—1960). He is one of the rare coaches to 
win central Section titles in two different 
Sports, as Fresno High captured the boys' 
track-and-field championship in 1957. He be- 
came one of the winningest high school bas- 
ketball coaches in central section history. Ad- 
ditionally, after turning down a chance to 
coach Greece’s national men's basketball 
team in 1959, he organized and coached the 
Libyan national team that participated in the 
North African Games in 1961. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to commend 
and congratulate Lee Angelich upon his 
achievements and induction into the Fresno 
Athletic Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mr. Angelich congratula- 
tions on his many accomplishments. 


HONORING AMANDA SCOTT 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today, 
along with Congressman RADANOVICH, to con- 
gratulate Amanda Scott upon her induction 
into the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. Ms. 
Scott will be honored at the 50th anniversary 
enshrinement dinner at the Fresno Athletic 
Hall of Fame on Thursday, November 6, 2008. 

Amanda Scott was born and raised in Clo- 
vis, California and graduated from Clovis High 
School. She went on to attend California State 
University, Fresno where she pitched for the 
Lady Bulldogs. In the championship game of 
the 1998 National Collegiate Athletic Associa- 
tion, NCAA, Softball World Series, Ms. Scott 
pitched a near perfect game against top-seed- 
ed Arizona in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. She 
led her team to a 1—0 victory over Arizona. 
She pitched seven innings, allowing three hits 
and she had six strike outs. At bat, she was 
three for three. The Bulldogs had captured 
their first NCAA Division 1 team championship 
in school history. 

Ms. Scott's accolades do not stop there. 
She was the first four-time first-team All-Amer- 
ican for CSU Fresno, she was named number 
two among CSU Fresno's "Greatest Athletes 
of the Twentieth Century", two-time Academic 
All-American, two-time Western Athletic Con- 
ference Female Athlete of the Year, member 
of the NCAA's twenty-fifth anniversary team, 
winner of an NCAA Postgraduate Scholarship 
and was named "Most Valuable Player" of the 
1998 Softball World Series. 

Upon graduating from CSU Fresno she was 
the school's career leader in strikeouts (851), 
saves (110), Runs Batted In (212) and pitch- 
ing appearances (155). Her career win-loss 
record is 106-18 and her batting average was 
.303 with thirty-one home runs. Her records 
are amazing, and her career continued to 
grow. Amanda Scott was at her best in the 
clutch when she was pitted against the best 
the sport had to offer; her face was a picture 
of resolve whether pitching or batting. She 
was a member of the 1998 U.S. team that 
won the World Championship and was an al- 
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ternate on the gold-medal winning 2000 U.S. 
Olympic team. Ms. Scott starred in the Na- 
tional Pro Fastpitch league, and was named 
the "World Series Most Valuable Player" for 
the 2004 champion, the New York Juggernaut. 
Today, she is an assistant softball coach at 
the University of Illinois-Chicago and a tele- 
vision sports commentator. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate Amanda Scott upon her 
achievements. | invite my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Ms. Scott many years of contin- 
ued success. 


ee 


TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES 
CRAWFORD 


HON. CAROLYN McCARTHY 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to recognize a talented 
pathologist, professor, and author, Dr. James 
Crawford. Dr. Crawford recently moved to 
Long Island, New York to serve as the Chair 
of the Department of Pathology and Labora- 
tory Medicine at Long Island Jewish Hospital. 
His commitment to advocating for quality 
health care and the study of pathology de- 
serves commendation. 

Dr. Crawford will be stepping down at the 
end of December as Chair of the College of 
American Pathologists’ Political Action Com- 
mittee. Pathologists are laboratory physicians 
that play a key role in health care by diag- 
nosing and characterizing diseases through 
examination of biopsies or bodily fluids. 

Prior to accepting his new position at Long 
Island Jewish Hospital, Dr. Crawford served 
as Chair of the Pathology Department at the 
University of Florida, College of Medicine. A 
talented pathology professor, he has served 
as a faculty member at Brigham and Women’s 
Hospital, Harvard Medical School, as well as 
the Yale University School of Medicine. 

Dr. Crawford is a world expert in hepatic pa- 
thology and pathobiology who has served as 
the Senior Editor of three books, as well as 
authored over 170 original articles and book 
chapters. Dr. Crawford has also been an ac- 
tive supporter of early cancer screening tests, 
especially Pap tests. Through the years, Pap 
examinations have proven to be the most ef- 
fective screening test for early detection of 
cervical cancer in women. 

Dr. Crawford received his medical degree 
and PhD from Duke University. After com- 
pleting medical school, he completed his Pa- 
thology Residency and Gastrointestinal Pathol- 
ogy Fellowship at Brigham and Women’s Hos- 
pital, as wel as а Fellowship іп 
Hepatopathology at the Royal Free Hospital in 
London. 

Although he will be stepping down as Chair 
of the College of American Pathologist's Polit- 
ical Action Committee, Dr. Crawford will con- 
tinue to be a strong voice for promoting quality 
health care in his new position at Long Island 
Jewish Hospital. | urge my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing this outstanding physician, 
professor, and author for his strong commit- 
ment to pathology and patient care. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MAYOR 
HEATHER FARGO 


HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. MATSUI. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor Heather Fargo’s twenty years of serv- 
ice to the people of Sacramento as mayor, 
council member, and community activist. On 
November 20th, Mayor Fargo, family and 
friends will gather to recognize her outstanding 
work, and | ask all my colleagues to join me 
in honoring one of Sacramento’s finest lead- 
ers. 

Heather Fargo has always had a strong 
sense of public service. She earned a Bach- 
elor of Science degree in Environmental Plan- 
ning and Management from the University of 
California, Davis, and went on to complete the 
State and Local Government Executive Pro- 
gram at the John F. Kennedy School of Gov- 
ernment at Harvard University. Before becom- 
ing mayor, she had a distinguished career at 
the California Department of Parks and Recre- 
ation. 

For over twenty years, Mayor Fargo has 
been a strong advocate for the development 
of the City of Sacramento and its neighbor- 
hoods. Early in Mayor Fargo’s career in public 
service, she served as a board member of the 
Environmental Council of Sacramento, and 
was one of the founding members of the Sac- 
ramento Tree Foundation, a non-profit organi- 
zation that promotes urban forestry and shows 
how trees can make our communities more 
livable by reducing energy use, cleaning the 
air, and enhancing social and economic value. 
As mayor, she has transformed Sacramento 
into a “green” city with national recognition for 
being an environmentally sustainable city. 

First elected to the Sacramento City Council 
in 1989, Mayor Fargo played an active role in 
developing Sacramento’s Natomas area, and 
redeveloping our downtown into a place where 
people can live, work and play. Under her 
leadership, Sacramento has become a na- 
tional model for smart growth and infill devel- 
opment. 

After being elected as mayor in 2000, Mayor 
Fargo proved her dedication to Sacramento's 
future by creating the Sacramento Youth Com- 
mission and sponsoring youth mentoring, after 
school, and truancy prevention programs. She 
has given children the opportunity to take part 
in local policy development and express their 
views to community leaders. Mentors have 
been recruited to lead high school teens and 
help prepare them for successful lives after 
they graduate. 

Mayor Fargo implemented several city poli- 
cies and programs to bring Sacramento's 
neighborhoods together, and foster a greater 
sense of community among its residents. This 
included public participation on major planning 
projects, informational workshops on city initia- 
tives and effective outreach on key issues in- 
cluding flood protection, emergency prepared- 
ness and housing crisis assistance. She also 
led the successful efforts to increase funding 
for levee improvements. 
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Mayor Fargo has helped unify our region 
through her leadership on the Sacramento 
Area Council of Governments. As chair of 
SACOG, Mayor Fargo built relationships with 
neighboring cities on issues of importance to 
our region, especially transportation and air 
quality issues. She also was a leader with the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors and currently is 
president of the League of California Cities. 

Madam Speaker, as Mayor Heather Fargo, 
her family and friends gather on this occasion, 
| am honored to pay tribute to one of Sac- 
ramento's most distinguished citizens and 
community leaders. Her successes have been 
many, and it is an honor for me to recognize 
her for her more than two decades of contribu- 
tions to the people of Sacramento. | ask all my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Mayor Heath- 
er Fargo continued success in her future. 


ү 
TRIBUTE TO THE HOME HEALTH 
AIDES WHO SERVE IN THE 


STATE OF NEW JERSEY 


HON. FRANK PALLONE, JR. 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. PALLONE. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the dedicated and admirable work of 
the home health aides who serve my state of 
New Jersey and to commemorate Home 
Health Aide Recognition Day of 2008. 

Home health aides provide a variety of in- 
valuable services, including personalized care, 
home support services, physical exercise pro- 
grams, and transportation assistance. The 
home health aides provide these services in 
the comfort of a patient's own home, thereby 
preserving the dignity and independence of an 
individual. In addition, providing this type of 
specialized care allows patients to remain at 
home longer, which can help prevent costly 
hospitalizations or institutionalizations that in- 
crease the financial burden on the patients, 
their families, and our health care system. 

Over 40,000 certified aides make home 
health care available to every community in 
New Jersey, every hour of the day, and every 
day of the year. | am proud to acknowledge 
their essential and irreplaceable role in the 
health care system of New Jersey. 

| would also like to recognize the organiza- 
tions who sponsored this day and the mean- 
ingful contributions they make to our state's 
health care system: the Home Care Associa- 
tion of New Jersey, the New Jersey Hospital 
Association, the New Jersey Hospice and Pal- 
liative Care Organization, the Home Care 
Council of New Jersey, the Health Care Asso- 
ciation of New Jersey, and New Jersey Asso- 
ciation for Homes and Services for the Aging. 

Each day, compassionate home health 
aides in every region of my state deliver excel- 
lence in patient care. The services they pro- 
vide enable New Jersey residents of all ages 
to remain in, or return to, their home and 
neighborhoods despite severe illness or dis- 
ability. The Home Health Aid Recognition Day 
honors their extraordinary work, and their 
unique ability to enhance the quality of life for 
thousands of New Jerseyans. 
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Madam Speaker, | am honored today to rec- 
ognize these wonderful health professionals 
and the vital role they play in our communities. 


EE 


RECOGNIZING MAJOR GENERAL 
WALTER WOJDAKOWSKI FOR 
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY AND 
THE UNITED STATES ARMY 


HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 


OF GEORGIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Madam Speaker, | 
rise today to recognize a dear friend and one 
of our brave patriots. For over 30 years, Major 
General Walter Wojdakowski who is currently 
the commanding general at Fort Benning in 
Columbus, Georgia, has served our nation 
with bravery, dedication and respect. He has 
a lifetime of selfless service that included com- 
mand, battlefield and diplomatic experience. 
Major General Walter Wojdakowski ends his 
brilliant career at Ft. Benning where he first 
trained as second lieutenant to become an In- 
fantry platoon leader. 

Schooled in military arts at the United 
States Military Academy West Point, he would 
travel the globe with his wife Candy and their 
children Steven and Ami. Major General 
Wojdakowski would serve in leadership and 
staff positions in Germany and Kuwait with 
distinction as well as duty stations in the 
United States. 

His impact is measured by the knowledge 
lie gained through his many challenging and 
difficult assignments. He used his experience 
to train this generation of war fighters for the 
most complex and difficult conflict in our na- 
tion’s history, the Global War on Terrorism. 
The men and women he leads at Ft. Benning 
can proudly proclaim that they have trained 
the best soldiers in the world. 

Major General Wojdakowski has dem- 
onstrated loyalty, faith and allegiance to our 
nation, to our military forces and to the citi- 
zens of our great country. He understands that 
meeting one’s duty is to fulfill your obligations 
and accept responsibility for one’s actions and 
the actions of one’s subordinates. 

He earned respect leading by example and 
showing respect by faithfully upholding and 
practicing the Army values. Major General 
Wojdakowski is recognized for his integrity 
and strict focus on exceeding the Army’s high- 
est standards. He has always understood the 
more you sweat in training, the less you bleed 
in war. 

| am pleased to honor this warrior-patriot on 
his retirement from the United States Army. 
Major General Wojdakowski exemplifies per- 
sonal courage and honor. He is one of the 
brave few who chose a life of servitude to his 
nation, and because of his service our nation 
is safer and stronger today. | want to com- 
mend Major General Wojdakowski, his wife 
Candy and his entire family for his reaching 
this important milestone. | wish him all the 
best in the years ahead. 
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CONGRATULATING THE  EVANS- 
VILLE MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL 
BOYS AND GIRLS SOCCER TEAMS 
FOR WINNING THE 2008 INDIANA 
SOCCER CHAMPIONSHIPS 


HON. BRAD ELLSWORTH 


OF INDIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ELLSWORTH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate the Evansville Memorial 
High School boys and girls soccer teams on 
their recent historic achievement. On Satur- 
day, November 1, 2008 the teams became the 
first to win both the boys and girls Indiana 
soccer championships in the same year. 

With their impressive 23-0-2 record, the 
boys’ team—led by Coach Bill Vieth, Jr.—de- 
fended their state title by defeating the 
Zionsville Eagles 3-2, while Angie Lensing 
coached the girls’ team to its second state 
championship, defeating Fort Wayne Snider 
2-0, ending their season with a 22-2 record. 

The extraordinary dedication and teamwork 
shown by these young athletes is something 
they can be proud of long after they have left 
Memorial High School. The teams and coach- 
ing staff have demonstrated outstanding talent 
and an unwavering commitment to achieving 
their goals. They are an inspiration to me and 
everyone in the Evansville, Indiana community 
who have followed them throughout the years. 

Go Tigers! 


IN HONOR OF BOBBY SANABRIA 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of Bobby Sanabria, distin- 
guished percussionist, drummer, composer, 
recording artist and producer whose musical 
talents and leadership in the Hispanic commu- 
nity has inspired thousands of people. | also 
rise in honor of Baldwin-Wallace College and 
the Hispanic-American Student Association for 
hosting and sponsoring Bobby Sanabria’s per- 
formance as we celebrate Hispanic Heritage 
Month in Cleveland. 

Bobby Sanabria, of Puerto-Rican descent, 
was born and raised in the Bronx, New York 
City. He earned a Bachelor’s of Music Degree 
from Berklee College of Music in Boston in 
1979. In recognition of his immense musical 
talents, Bobby was awarded the prestigious 
Faculty Association Award from his Alma 
mater. He has since become an internationally 
recognized drummer and percussionist—per- 
forming and collaborating with countless leg- 
endary Jazz and Latin musicians such as 
Mario Bauza, Tito Puente, Charles McPherson 
and Ray Barretto. A testament to his musical 
talents, Bobby has collaborated with numerous 
award-winning artists on countless CDs and 
performances, including with Mario Bauza— 
who is widely considered the Father of the 
Afro-Cuban Jazz movement. His 1999 album, 
“NYC Aché!” was released to international ac- 
claim and his record “Afro-Cuban Dream. . . 
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Live & In Clave!” was nominated for a 
Grammy Award for Best Latin Jazz Album in 
2001. 

Bobby is the recipient of countless awards 
and honors and holds a number of prestigious 
leadership positions. In 2005, he was honored 
as DRUM! Magazine’s Percussionist of the 
Year, an award voted on by the magazine’s 
readers. Bobby was inducted into the “Bronx 
Walk of Fame” and had a street named after 
him in 2006. In addition to being the Chair of 
the former International Association of Jazz 
Education's Afro-Jazz Resource Team, he 
travels all over the United States and the 
world lecturing and performing. He is the Hon- 
orary Trustee of the Roberto Ocasio Founda- 
tion—a foundation dedicated to promoting pro- 
grams that foster the personal and profes- 
sional development of young musicians, as 
well as fostering cultural understanding 
through music. Bobby has been an Associate 
Professor at New School University's Jazz and 
Contemporary Music Program for fifteen years 
and has also been a professor at the Manhat- 
tan School of Music since 1999. He leads 
Afro-Cuban Orchestras at both institutions— 
the only programs of their kind in the country. 
Bobby also writes regularly for the New York 
Post and Modern Drummer, and has also 
been featured in the New York Times and The 
Jazz Times. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Bobby Sanabria, distinguished 
musician, composer, teacher and producer, 
and in recognition of his contributions to con- 
tinuing the tradition of Afro-Cuban and Latin 
Jazz Music. 


TRIBUTE TO JESSICA LONG 


HON. C.A. DUTCH RUPPERSBERGER 


OF MARYLAND 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RUPPERSBERGER. Madam Speaker, | 
rise before you today to honor Jessica Long, 
in celebration of her continued achievements 
at the 2008 Paralympics in Beijing. 

Jessica Long was born in Siberia and was 
adopted from a Russian orphanage at the age 
of 13 months along with her brother Joshua by 
Steven and Beth Long of Middle River, Mary- 
land. Because of lower leg anomalies, her 
legs were amputated when she was 18 
months old. She learned to walk with pros- 
theses and has been unstoppable ever since. 
Long has been involved in many sports includ- 
ing gymnastics, cheerleading, ice skating, 
biking, trampoline, and, of course, she loves to 
swim. She began swimming in her grand- 
parent's pool before joining her first competi- 
tive team in 2002. The next year, Jessica was 
selected as Maryland Swimming's 2003 Fe- 
male Swimmer with a Disability of the Year. 
Jessica made the international swimming 
world take notice at the 2004 Paralympic 
Games, winning three gold medals. Only 12 
years old at the time, Jessica was the young- 
est athlete on the U.S. Paralympic Team. 

Jessica had a phenomenal year in 2006 
with a long list of impressive accomplish- 
ments. She set five world records and earned 
nine gold medals at the 2006 International 
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Paralympic Committee Swimming World 
Championships in Durban, South Africa in De- 
cember. In addition to countless other gold 
medals and awards, Jessica was named U.S. 
Olympic Committee Paralympian of the Year. 
In 2007, Jessica set three world records at the 
GTAC Disability Open in Michigan and three 
world records at the Spring Can-Am Swim- 
ming Championships in Quebec. She also 
beat out many prominent amateur athletes for 
the prestigious 77th AAU James E. Sullivan 
Award. In 2008, Jessica set another world 
record at the Can-Am Championships in Brit- 
ish Columbia and was the recipient of the 
Juan Antonio Samaranch IOC Disabled Ath- 
lete Award. 

After all of the numerous world records Jes- 
sica has set, the awards she has received, 
and the medals she has won, at the age of 16 
Jessica eagerly anticipated the 2008 
Paralympics in Beijing. There, Jessica won 
four gold medals, a silver medal, and a bronze 
medal. 

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join with me 
today to honor Ms. Jessica Long. She is an 
outstanding and dedicated member of the 
United States Paralympic Team. In spite of 
her disability, she has shown a unique and 
committed work ethic in sports training and 
competition. Jessica has shown the world that 
no limitation can prevent an individual from 
achieving great success. It is with great pride 
that | congratulate her on bringing six medals 
home from the 2008 Paralympics in Beijing. 


HONORING STEVEN B. COLYER 
HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Steven B. Colyer of 
Buckner, Missouri. Steven is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1381, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Steven has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Steven has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Steven B. Colyer for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


EE 


HONORING SANTA BARBARA COUN- 
TY FIRE CHIEF JOHN SCHERREI 


HON. LOIS CAPPS 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mrs. CAPPS. Madam Speaker, today | rise 
to acknowledge Mr. John Scherrei, Fire Chief 
of Santa Barbara County, upon reaching his 
retirement after 38 years of fighting fires. 
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Fire Chief Scherrei was appointed as the 
Santa Barbara County Fire Department Chief 
in 1999. He previously had a 28-year career 
with the City of Los Angeles Fire Department 
where he held all ranks from firefighter to As- 
sistant Chief and was often the highest rank- 
ing fire official on duty for the Los Angeles 
area. 


During Fire Chief Scherrei's time with Santa 
Barbara County, the Fire Department has 
added paramedics on its engine companies; 
created and integrated two brush clearing 
crews to the department; acquired the Coun- 
ty's first high-rise tower ladder truck to its fire- 
fighting equipment inventory and has success- 
fully deployed two firefighting and rescue heli- 
copters. 


Fire Chief Scherrei also oversaw the merger 
of the Solvang and Orcutt fire departments 
into the County Fire Department and guided 
the Fire Department through both recent wild 
land forest fires: the 2007 Zaca Fire—at about 
240,000 acres the largest fire in the County’s 
known history—and the 9,400-acre Gap Fire 
that occurred earlier this year. In both major 
tires, no lives were lost and no homes were 
destroyed. Most recently, Fire Chief Scherrei 
helped supervise efforts related to the 2,000- 
acre Tea fire, which damaged or destroyed 
219 residences. 


Over the last decade, Fire Chief Scherrei 
has worked with concerned citizens to form 
the Firefighter Alliance, which helps the de- 
partment acquire urgent, unbudgeted tools 
and equipment and he has helped establish a 
firefighter Benevolent Association which is a 
charity to assist the fire family with personal 
loss, and family tragedy situations. 


Fire Chief Scherrei was also instrumental in 
creating the County’s first memorial event at 
the historic Courthouse Gardens regarding the 
September 11th terrorist attacks and also the 
75th anniversary event commemorating the 
founding of the County Fire Department. 


He has a master’s degree in public adminis- 
tration from Cal Lutheran University and a 
bachelor’s degree in sociology from California 
State University, Northridge. Fire Chief 
Scherrei also proudly served in the U.S. Ma- 
rine Corps and is a Vietnam Veteran. 


Madam Speaker, Chief Scherrei will retire 
from the County of Santa Barbara on January 
23, 2009. To his wife, Piper; his four children; 
his 11 grandchildren; and to everyone whose 
lives have been enriched by him, Chief 
Scherrei is a man of courage, vigor, and guid- 
ance. 


Throughout his tenure as Fire Chief, Mr. 
Scherrei has advanced the state of fire and 
all-hazard emergency response in the County. 
As a result, our residents, businesses and visi- 
tors have benefited from his leadership and 
duty to serve. Therefore, | ask my colleagues 
to join me in congratulating Mr. John Scherrei 
for his 38 years as Fire Chief and honor his 
admirable service to the community and our 
country. 
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HONORING JUDGE JOEL B. ROSEN, 
RECIPIENT OF THE 2008 JUDGE F. 
GERRY AWARD 


HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to commend the Honorable Joel B. 
Rosen, former United States Magistrate Judge 
of the New Jersey District, on receiving the 
2008 Judge John F. Gerry Award. | consider 
Joel a close friend and commend him on 
being honored for his commitment to his pro- 
fession and his work on behalf of the commu- 
nity. 

This prestigious award is named in honor of 
Judge John F. Gerry who was appointed to 
the United States District Court for the District 
of New Jersey by President Gerald Ford in 
1974. Judge Gerry became the District Court’s 
Chief Judge in 1987 and served in this posi- 
tion until October 1994. The Camden County 
Bar Foundation established the John F. Gerry 
Memorial Scholarship in 2002 as a tribute to 
the humanitarianism and integrity of this re- 
spected public servant. 

Judge Rosen’s auspicious career began 
when he served as an Assistant United States 
Attorney, after graduating with honors from 
Rutgers School of Law in Camden. As the at- 
torney-in-charge of the United States Attor- 
ney’s office in Camden, he received several 
commendations from the Department of Jus- 
tice for prosecuting organized crime and polit- 
ical corruption. Judge Rosen also served as 
the Chief of the Special Prosecutions Section 
as a Deputy Attorney General in the New Jer- 
sey Division of Criminal Justice. In 1987, 
Judge Rosen was sworn in as a United States 
Magistrate Judge for the District of New Jer- 
sey where he served until 2006. 

Judge Rosen has also played a noteworthy 
role in educating the next generation of out- 
standing legal minds. He has been an adjunct 
faculty member of Rutgers School of Law, 
Camden, where he has lectured on class ac- 
tions and complex litigation. Judge Rosen has 
also taught constitutional principles at Rutgers 
University, Camden and has lectured at nu- 
merous continuing legal education programs. 
He is a member of the Disciplinary Oversight 
Committee and the Committee on Minority 
Concerns of the New Jersey Supreme Court. 
Judge Rosen is also a member of the Board 
of the Association of the Federal Bar of New 
Jersey. 

Madam Speaker, over his distinguished ca- 
reer Judge Rosen has been the recipient of 
many distinguished service awards. In 1999, 
The Black Law Students Association pre- 
sented the Rev. Martin Luther King, Jr. Cham- 
pions for Social Justice and Equality Award to 
Judge Rosen. Then, in 2004, Judge Rosen 
was presented with the Honorable Joseph M. 
Nardi, Jr. Distinguished Service Award, con- 
ferred by Rutgers School of Law, Camden. 

Madam Speaker, | have known Judge 
Rosen for over a decade and have been re- 
peatedly impressed by his intelligence and 
compassion. He is an excellent role-model for 
young Americans considering a career in the 
legal profession. | commend Judge Rosen for 
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his many years of service and wish him the 
best of luck in his future endeavors. 


EES 


A TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
JACK SCOTT 


HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SCHIFF. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to commend the Honorable Jack Scott, State 
Senator from California’s 21st District. 

Jack Scott was born and raised in Sweet- 
water, Texas. An advocate of higher edu- 
cation, he received a bachelor’s degree from 
Abilene Christian College, a master of divinity 
from Yale University, and a Ph.D. in American 
history from Claremont Graduate University. 

Senator Scott began his career as a pro- 
fessor and administrator at Pepperdine Univer- 
sity in 1962. He then moved on to Orange 
Coast College, and in 1978, he became Presi- 
dent of Cypress College. In 1987, he took 
over the position as President of Pasadena 
City College. As President, he was respon- 
sible for the development of its library, Com- 
munity Education Center, Child Development 
Center, physical education complex, and 
Sculpture Garden. Despite declines in state 
funding, the college had more than $6 million 
in reserve funds when Scott retired from the 
presidency in 1995. 

In 1996, Jack was elected to the California 
State Assembly where he served until 2000, 
when he was elected to the State Senate. 
During his eight-year tenure in the State Sen- 
ate, he chaired the Senate Committee on Edu- 
cation and the Joint Committee on the Arts. 
Throughout his term, he fought to increase the 
amount and quality of California teachers, im- 
prove the transfer process for community col- 
lege students, and develop a new funding sys- 
tem for California community colleges. 

Senator Scott’s legislative efforts have 
earned him recognition as Legislator of the 
Year from the California Federation of Teach- 
ers, Association of Independent Colleges and 
Universities, Association of California Commu- 
nity College Administrators, Association ої 
California School Boards, California State Uni- 
versity, and the Child Development Policy In- 
stitute. He has an honorary doctorate from 
Pepperdine University and has been named 
the Alumnus of the Year at both Claremont 
Graduate University and Abilene Christian Uni- 
versity. On October 28, he received Pasadena 
City College Foundation’s Building the Spirit of 
a Vibrant Community Award. 

Senator Scott's extensive community in- 
volvement includes the Coalition for a Non- 
Violent City, Pacific Oaks College's Board of 
Trustees, the Board of Regents at Pepperdine 
University and the Association of California 
Community College Administrators. Jack and 
his wife, Lacreta, have 10 grandchildren and 
four surviving children, Sharon Mitchell, Shelia 
Head, Amy Schones, and Greg Scott; their 
fifth child, Adam, died in 1993. 

In 2009, Senator Scott will begin his position 
as Chancellor of California's community col- 
leges. 

It is my great pleasure to recognize the ex- 
traordinary achievements of Senator Jack 
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Scott and | ask all Members of Congress to 
join me in thanking him for his service. 


HONORING RYAN PHILLIP LAWTER 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Ryan Phillip Lawter of 
Holt, Missouri. Ryan is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac- 
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1494, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Ryan Phillip Lawter for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


Se 


A TRIBUTE TO MRS. MARGARET 
WILLIAMS 


HON. WM. LACY CLAY 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor Mrs. Margaret Williams, The Missouri 
Teacher of the Year 2008-2009 Recipient. 
The Missouri Teacher of the Year is a pres- 
tigious honors program that focuses public at- 
tention on excellence in teaching. Williams, a 
37 year educator has earned the respect and 
admiration of students, parents, and col- 
leagues alike. She inspires students of all 
backgrounds and abilities to learn. For the 
aforementioned reasons, | enthusiastically 
honor Mrs. Williams today before Congress. 

Mrs. Williams is a graduate of Beaumont 
High School in St. Louis, Missouri. She was 
inspired by her psychology teacher Mr. Brown 
to pursue a career in education. Mrs. Williams 
went on to graduate from the University of 
Missouri—St. Louis. 

Mrs. Williams is the social studies depart- 
ment chair for University City High School in 
University City, Missouri where she has been 
teaching for the last 18 years. Williams who 
also teaches history, government, and an Afri- 
can-American experience course was one of 
six finalists to compete in this years competi- 
tion. 

The Missouri Teacher of the Year program 
is conducted annually by the Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education, in con- 
junction with the National Teacher of the Year 
program. Major funding for Missouri's program 
is provided by The Boeing Company, St. 
Louis, Missouri. 

Before joining University City, Williams 
began her illustrious career in education as 
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principal and administrator from 1986 to 1990 
at West Side Christian Academy in St. Louis. 
After which she taught at the Visual and Per- 
forming Arts High School and Beaumont from 
1971 to 1986. 


Williams is the first in the University City 
School District to be named Missouri Teacher 
of the year and was honored with a special 
drum line presentation, and video made by the 
district as part of her nomination package. 


Madam Speaker, Mrs. Williams has my ab- 
solute highest recommendation to be honored 
today. Her contributions to education and 
unyielding commitment to the youth of Mis- 
souri is unmatched. As a pioneer in the Uni- 
versity City Schools and a role model to all 
educators that is worthy of recognition. | urge 
my colleagues to join me in honoring Mrs. 
Margaret Williams for being a top Missouri ed- 
ucator and being named the Missouri Teacher 
of the Year 2008-2009. 


— с _ 


THE FAIRNESS DOCTRINE IS 
UNFAIR 


HON. TED POE 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, it seems that 
some in Congress are trying to call back the 
speech police and reinstate the Fairness Doc- 
trine again. Although the Fairness Doctrine 
was abolished over 20 years ago, some of our 
colleagues just can’t let it go. 


This time they want to police and control the 
radio airwaves. I’m not talking about the 
former Soviet Union that controlled what Rus- 
sians listened to on the radio, I’m talking about 
the American speech police. 


The so-called “Broadcast Fairness Doctrine” 
is an attempt by the Feds to force private 
radio stations to be fair and balanced by forc- 
ing broadcasters to air opposing views of pub- 
lic importance. Sounds good, but who's going 
to determine what fair is, the Federal fair po- 
lice? 

Are we going to let a bunch of Potomac 
River bureaucrats determine if a radio station 
in Tomball, Texas is being fair when it dis- 
cusses politics? Sounds like government con- 
trol of speech to me. 


It is actually totalitarian state control of 
speech. And what does "fair" mean? Fair 
means different things to different folks. In 
some places in the country like Texas, fair is 
where you take your chickens to. That's why 
the word "fair" is not in the Constitution. The 
Constitution protects free speech, not fair 
Speech. It says "Congress (that's us, folks) 
shall make no law abridging the freedom of 
Speech." And the Constitution applies to the 
thieves of free speech and the government's 
speech police whether they like it or not. 


And that's just the way it is. 
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TRIBUTE TO NATIONAL 
INSTITUTES OF HEALTH 


HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 


OF IDAHO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute to the National Institutes of 
Health (NIH) and the important research it is 
doing. There are few investments the Federal 
government makes that regularly pay such im- 
portant dividends to the American taxpayer. 
The National Institutes of Health, the lead gov- 
ernment agency tasked with preventing and 
curing diseases and disorders, is one such in- 
vestment. While NIH conducts some bio- 
medical research at its Bethesda, Maryland 
campus, between 80 to 90 percent of its budg- 
et funds research that takes place at univer- 
sities, research centers and hospitals through- 
out the United States. At a time when stimu- 
lating the economy is on everyone’s mind, we 
should remember that the NIH dollars that flow 
into our communities provide direct economic 
benefits in the form of increased employment 
and growth opportunities for research institu- 
tions and local businesses at the same time 
that they are funding research to save lives 
and improve the quality of life of all Ameri- 
cans. One example of that is NIH-supported 
research to identify a gene variant involved in 
isolated cleft lip. 


About one in every 600 babies in the United 
States is born with isolated cleft lip and/or pal- 
ate (roof of the mouth). While there are sev- 
eral surgeries to correct the condition, families 
suffer under the emotional and economic 
strain, and children often require additional 
treatment, including complex dental care and 
speech therapy. Because isolated clefts occur 
during fetal development from disruptions in 
the dynamic, but still poorly understood, inter- 
play of genes, diet, and environment, ongoing 
research is seeking ways to prevent or re- 
verse the problem before a baby is born. 


One course of action has been to isolate 
genes involved in the developmental process. 
Six years ago, a gene known as IRF-6 was 
discovered. Within the gene's structure is a 
sequence variant known as a single nucleotide 
polymorphism (SNP). Scientists recently dis- 
covered that the frequency of this SNP was 
significantly higher in babies born with cleft lip 
only. 

Through this type of research, scientists can 
now account for about 30 percent of isolated 
cleft lip. Researchers supported by NIH's Na- 
tional Institute of Dental and Craniofacial Re- 
search (NIDCR) are working to identify the 
causes of cleft lip, develop better ways of 
treating clefts, and provide information on 
whether they might occur again in a family. 
Hopefully, better prevention strategies can 
also be an outcome of this work. Through con- 
tinued research, American families can look 
forward to prevention of cleft lip and palate. 


This is just one example of how the re- 
search funded with taxpayer dollars at the NIH 
is improving the health and well-being of all 
Americans. 
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TRIBUTE TO FRED BARON 


HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, today 1 pay tribute to the life 
of one of my long time friends, Fred Baron. 

Widely known as one of the best trial law- 
yers in America, Fred Baron dedicated his life 
to making sure fairness was represented in 
the law and that the rights of the marginalized 
could not be trampled over. He was truly a 
champion of the working man, spending his 
whole career representing workers who had 
developed occupational illnesses. He was a 
pioneer in uncovering the harm that asbestos 
exposure causes. 

| was most proud of Fred Baron when he 
advocated on behalf of several hundred chil- 
dren in the west Dallas section of my district 
who lived near a lead smelter that polluted 
their neighborhood. Thanks to his efforts not 
only were those families able to move, but the 
area has now been cleaned and is being 
made once again livable. 

Fred Baron will long be known for the chari- 
table work he and his wife were committed to. 
In 2002 he and his wife Lisa founded the 
Baron and Blue Foundation to help nonprofit 
organizations fight the problems of homeless- 
ness and displacement. The foundation was 
exceptionally helpful in helping many of the 
hurricane evacuees Dallas has seen in the 
last few years. Fred even spent many days 
after Hurricane Katrina consoling and coun- 
seling the victims who had made their way to 
Dallas, bringing them food, toiletries, and help- 
ing them out however he could. 

Madam Speaker, Frederick Martin Baron is 
survived by his wife Lisa Blue-Baron, his son 
Andrew; daughter Courtney and her husband 
Brad Singer and their daughter Liza; daugh- 
ters Alessandra, Caroline, and Nathalie; broth- 
er Robert and sister Joan; and the countless 
others he touched in the years he spent with 
us. 


RE 


CONGRATULATING DR. ROHIT T. 
AGGARWALA AND THE CITY OF 
NEW YORK FOR RECEIVING THE 
“FRIEND OF THE ENVIRONMENT 
AWARD" 


HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Dr. Rohit T. Aggarwala, 
the Director of New York City’s Office of Long- 
term Planning and Sustainability, within New 
York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg’s Office of 
Operations, for receiving the prestigious 
“Friend of the Environment Award” from the 
Alley Pond Environmental Center (APEC) on 
November 13th, 2008. APEC, located in 
Douglaston, Queens, is a superb educational 
center committed to environmental under- 
standing and awareness. Rit, as he is known 
by his friends and colleagues, is at the fore- 
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front of Mayor Bloomberg’s PlaNYC initiative, 
a sweeping sustainability plan for New York 
City’s future. 


A native of New York City, Dr. Aggarwala 
holds a BA, MBA, and PhD from Columbia 
University, as well as an MA from Queen’s 
College in Ontario. Prior to joining the City 
government, Dr. Aggarwala worked at the 
Federal Railroad Administration, and currently 
chairs a subcommittee at the Transportation 
Research Board, which is part of the National 
Academy of Science. He is the author of sev- 
eral articles about transportation policy and 
about the history of New York City. 


Under Rit’s leadership as Director, New 
York City’s Office of Long-term Planning and 
Sustainability is implementing a long-term sus- 
tainability plan to ensure New York City’s con- 
tinued prosperity, growth, and health. On 
Earth Day, 2007 the Mayor’s Office of Long 
Term Planning and Sustainability released 
PlaNYC, which included 127 separate initia- 
tives to protect New York’s future, including: 
housing an additional 1 million New Yorkers 
affordably; increasing access to parks, play- 
grounds and open spaces; reclaiming 
brownfields; developing critical backup sys- 
tems for the aging water network to ensure re- 
liability; providing additional reliable power 
sources and upgrading existing power plants; 
and reducing water pollution so we can open 
the City’s amazing waterways for recreation. 


Madam Speaker, | ask all my colleagues to 
join me in commending Dr. Aggarwala and 
New York City’s Office of Long-term Planning 
and Sustainability for all of its hard work and 
dedication promoting sound environmental 
building practices, and for helping New York 
City lead the world as a Green global citizen. 


rE 


HONORING RYAN MICHAEL CURTIS 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Ryan Michael Curtis of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Ryan is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1247, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 


Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 


Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Ryan Michael Curtis for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE 
RONALD G. MARMO 


HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | would 
like to call to your attention the work of a great 
man, Hon. Ronald G. Marmo, who will retire 
after more than forty-one years at the Passaic 
County Courthouse. He will be honored on 
November 17, 2008 by his friends and col- 
leagues for his outstanding service to the 
community. 

It is only fitting that he be honored in this, 
the permanent record of the greatest freely 
elected body on earth, for he has a long his- 
tory of dedication and commitment to his com- 
munity. 

Judge Marmo was born in my hometown, 
Paterson, New Jersey, on June 8, 1942, to 
Tony and Rose Marmo. He grew up in the 
Stony Road section of Paterson, and attended 
St. Bonaventure Elementary School, and then 
went on to St. Bonaventure High School. 
Throughout his years at St. Bon's, he was 
taught by Franciscan nuns and priests, who 
instilled values and imparted teachings that 
served him well throughout his careers. 

He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
Rutgers University, and a Juris Doctorate de- 
gree from Seton Hall Law School. Following 
graduation, he served as a law clerk to the 
Honorable Gordon H. Brown, Judge of the Su- 
perior Court of New Jersey Criminal Division 
in Passaic County. Upon completion of his 
clerkship, he was appointed an Assistant 
Prosecutor in the Passaic County Prosecutor's 
Office. He served in that office for twenty-two 
years, under five different County Prosecutors. 
In 1970, he was designated Chief Trial 
Councel and in 1975 he was appointed Chief 
of the Trial Section, a position he held for fif- 
teen years. 

Notwithstanding his supervisory position, his 
primary role throughout his years with the 
Prosecutor's office was as a trial attorney. He 
served as the State's attorney in hundreds of 
jury trials including dozens of homicide cases. 
He tried two lengthy capital cases which each 
resulted in a jury verdict of the death penalty. 
He was commonly assigned the trials of the 
most celebrated cases. Governor Jim Florio 
appointed him Judge of the Superior Court of 
New Jersey in 1990. Judge Marmo was as- 
signed to the Civil Division for two years, and 
later for two years to the Family Division. Oth- 
erwise, Judge Marmo was primarily assigned 
to the Criminal Division. He served for ten 
years as the municipal prosecutor for the Bor- 
ough of North Haledon, as well as serving ten 
years as the municipal prosecutor for the Bor- 
ough of Ringwood, where he has resided for 
thirty-eight years. 

Judge Marmo and his wife Pat have been 
blessed with two children and eight grand- 
children. Their daughter, Kim Ann is married 
to James Martin, and they are the parents of 
four children, Ryan, Connor, Blake and 
Raegan. Their son, Michael Marmo, and his 
wife Christine, also have four children, Shan- 
non, Kelly, Jennifer, and Michael. 

The job of a United States Congressman in- 
volves much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
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compares to recognizing the accomplishments 
of community leaders like Judge Marmo. 

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join our col- 
leagues, Judge Marmo's family, friends, and 
everyone he has worked with throughout the 
years, and me in recognizing the outstanding 
and invaluable achievements of the Honorable 
Ronald G. Marmo. 


MER 


RECOGNIZING BRIAN KELLY OF 
NAPA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 


HON. MIKE THOMPSON 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Mr. Brian 
Kelly, a true pillar of the Napa Valley commu- 
nity. Mr. Kelly is being honored by the Napa 
Valley Education Foundation for his many con- 
tributions to education in our community. 

Mr. Kelly is a longtime Napa resident whose 
life’s work has been giving back to his com- 
munity, especially working to advance edu- 
cational opportunities for young people. He is 
a past treasurer and board member of the 
Napa Valley Education Foundation and the 
priority he places on education is shown on 
his own resume. Mr. Kelly has a BS in man- 
agement from CSU Hayward, an MBA in fi- 
nance from UC Berkeley, and is a graduate of 
the Wine Executive Program from UC Davis 
as well as the Advanced Management Pro- 
gram at the Haas School of Business. 

It would be difficult to find someone more in- 
volved in his community than Brian Kelly. 
Whatever the community or charitable function 
in the Napa Valley, Mr. Kelly and his trade- 
mark bow tie are ever-present. He serves or 
has served on the boards of Aldea Children & 
Family Services, Napa County LAFCO, Napa 
Chamber of Commerce, Napa Valley Con- 
ference & Visitors Bureau, Napa Valley Vint- 
ners Community Health Center, Community 
Foundation of the Napa Valley, Hospice of 
Napa Valley, Napa City-County Library, Queen 
of the Valley Hospital, and countless others. 
He is also a successful businessman who is 
president, CEO, and founder of Charter Oak 
Bank in Napa. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, it is my 
distinct pleasure to thank Brian Kelly for his 
many years of service and congratulate him 
on this well-deserved recognition. He has 
been a model citizen and leader in Napa 
County and his presence has enriched the 
lives of everyone in our community. | join his 
wife Maggie and his daughters Kathleen, 
Megan and Jennifer in wishing him continued 
success and fulfillment. 


HONORING LEE ANGELICH 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
along with Congressman RADANOVICH to con- 
gratulate Lee Angelich upon his induction into 
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the Fresno Hall of Fame. Mr. Angelich will be 
honored at the 50th anniversary enshrinement 
dinner of the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame on 
Thursday, November 6, 2008. 

Lee Angelich, the youngest of five boys, 
was born to a Serbian immigrant family and 
starred in track and field in high school and 
college. Mr. Angelich qualified for the State 
Finals his senior year at Shasta High School. 
In his two years at Sacramento Junior Col- 
lege, he led the Panthers to league and state 
titles and in 1941 he led them to a national 
title. Mr. Angelich placed second in the 120 
high hurdles and fifth in the high jump at the 
national meet. He then went on to the Univer- 
sity of California, where in 1943 he won Pa- 
cific Coast Conference titles in the 120 high 
and the 220 low hurdles, and finished fifth and 
sixth respectively in the same events at the 
NCAA Championships. In 1943, Mr. Angelich 
joined the Navy and served as an officer on 
the U.S.S. Rixey in the Pacific. After the war, 
he enrolled at California State University Fres- 
no and placed third in the West Coast Relays 
in the 120 high hurdles. 

After completing his education Mr. Angelich 
began coaching. As a coach he stressed fun- 
damentals, defense and teamwork. He guided 
boys' teams at Kerman High, Porterville High 
and Fresno High to eight league champion- 
ships and an overall record of 255-76 from 
1947 to 1963. His Kerman team won the Cen- 
tral Section small schools championship, and 
his Fresno High teams won forty-eight straight 
games at home, second best in section his- 
tory. Under Mr. Angelich, Fresno High won 
four consecutive North Yosemite League titles 
(1957—1960). He is one of the rare coaches to 
win central Section titles in two different 
Sports, as Fresno High captured the boys' 
track-and-field championship in 1957. He be- 
came one of the winningest high school bas- 
ketball coaches in central section history. Ad- 
ditionally, after turning down a chance to 
coach Greece’s national men's basketball 
team in 1959, he organized and coached the 
Libyan national team that participated in the 
North African Games in 1961. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to commend 
and congratulate Lee Angelich upon his 
achievements and induction into the Fresno 
Athletic Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mr. Angelich congratula- 
tions on his many accomplishments. 


TRIBUTE TO WALTER J. BAMBERG 
HON. TERRY EVERETT 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. EVERETT. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
pay tribute to the life and public service of 
long-time Montgomery, Alabama resident Mr. 
Walter J. Bamberg, age 78, who passed away 
on October 3 after a brief illness. 

Walter Bamberg was an institution in central 
Alabama. His life epitomized public service. A 
U.S. Army Korean War veteran, Bamberg 
began his career as a Montgomery radio and 
television personality in the early 1950's. Dur- 
ing his 12 years on the air, Bamberg took ad- 
vantage of the space craze gripping the nation 
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as creator and host of a popular local chil- 
dren's program called "Captain Zoomar" on 
WCOV-TV 20. 

In 1964, Bamberg left Montgomery broad- 
casting to serve as Job Placement Director for 
the Rehabilitation Research Foundation at 
Draper Correctional Center in Montgomery. 
Five years later, he was appointed as District 
Director for Alabama Second District Con- 
gressman Bill Dickinson. Bamberg supervised 
constituent outreach duties of Congressman 
Dickinson's south Alabama offices for two dec- 
ades. He was so effective that Dickinson tried 
on at least one occasion to convince Bamberg 
to join him in Washington, but he declined to 
leave Alabama and the life he enjoyed directly 
serving the people. 

In 1989, Bamberg retired from Congres- 
sional service and was appointed by President 
George H. W. Bush as U.S. Marshal for the 
Middle Judicial District of Alabama. His re- 
sponsibilities extended over 15 counties. Bam- 
berg was also a member of the Montgomery 
County Republican Executive Committee. 

He was active in local politics, including a 
run for Montgomery City Commission, and he 
remained engaged in community affairs after 
his retirement from the U.S. Marshal Service. 
Once cannot think of Montgomery Republican 
politics without thinking of him. He liked to 
joke that he was a Republican in Alabama 
when the party could hold their convention in 
a phone booth. 

| was pleased to visit with Walter Bamberg 
in April while attending the funeral services for 
Congressman Dickinson. Barbara and | offer 
our condolences to his wife, Peggy, and chil- 
dren, David, Dale Franklin, Matt, and entire 
family during this time of loss. Walter Bamberg 
was an Alabama institution and a man of 
many talents. His legacy of public service lives 
on in the strength of the Alabama Republican 
party. 


—— RR — 


COMMENDING THE ROME AREA 
HERITAGE FOUNDATION 


HON. PHIL GINGREY 


OF GEORGIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to commend the Rome Area Heritage Founda- 
tion, which in 2003 commissioned Georgia art- 
ist Suzanne Royal to paint two reproductions 
of a portrait of First Lady, Ellen Axson Wilson. 
Mrs. Wilson spent her youth in Rome, Georgia 
where she met, courted and later married 
President Woodrow Wilson. Today, she is bur- 
ied in the town she always considered her 
home—at historic Myrtle Hill Cemetery in 
Rome, Georgia, in the heart of the 11th Dis- 
trict. 

The original portrait of the First Lady was a 
gift from Miss Martha Berry to the citizens of 
Rome and Floyd County to be permanently 
displayed in the Carnegie Library, forerunner 
of today’s Rome Floyd County Library. One of 
the reproductions was donated in 2005 to the 
State of Georgia to hang in Georgia’s Capitol. 

The second reproduction was donated this 
week by the Rome Area Heritage Foundation 
to the Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Li- 
brary at the University of Georgia, to become 
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a centerpiece of their permanent collection. As 
a Georgian who holds such a prominent place 
in history, it is only right that Mrs. Wilson's 
portrait hang in the library of our state's flag- 
ship public university and | am proud of the ef- 
forts of the Rome Area Heritage Foundation to 
ensure this portrait is preserved and acces- 
sible to generations of Georgians to come. 

This project was researched for the Founda- 
tion under the direction of Reverend Warren 
Jones of Rome, Georgia, and | commend the 
Foundation, Reverend Jones and the commu- 
nity of Rome for preserving the memory of 
one of Northwest Georgia's most distinguished 
citizens—and the only First Lady from Geor- 
gia's 11th District. 


—— ж - 


HONORING NICOLAS PATRICK 
JENKINS 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Nicolas Patrick Jenkins of 
Blue Springs, Missouri. Nicolas is a very spe- 
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1362, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Nicolas has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Nicolas has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Nicolas Patrick Jenkins for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


HONORING STEPHEN BAKER 


HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today along with Congressman COSTA to con- 
gratulate Stephen Baker upon his induction 
into the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Baker will be honored at the 50th anniversary 
enshrinement dinner of the Fresno Athletic 
Hall of Fame on Thursday, November 6, 2008. 

A sportswriter once said that Stephen 
Baker, at 5-foot-8, 160 pounds, was built more 
for gymnastics than for football. But with his 
lightning quickness, sure hands and gritty 
toughness, the wide receiver earned one of 
the game's enduring nicknames—‘“the touch- 
down maker.” He was given the catchy mon- 
iker at West Los Angeles College, where he 
scored 31 touchdowns in two seasons, before 
starring at California State University Fresno 
for two season and playing six seasons with 
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the New York Giants (1987—1992). With the 
Bulldogs, he was a frequent target of NCAA 
record-setting quarterback Kevin Sweeney, 
burning opponents for sixty-two receptions, an 
amazing 26.3 yards per catch and sixteen 
touchdowns over two seasons. He closed his 
collegiate career by catching a thirty-six yard 
Scoring pass that gave the West All-Stars a 
victory in the Japan Bowl. 

Drafted in the third round by the New York 
Giants, Mr. Baker earned the respect of 
Coach Bill Parcels with his ability to elude de- 
fenders and hang onto the ball. Over the 
course of his NFL career, he lost just one fum- 
ble. He started fifty-three games for the Giants 
and finished his career with one hundred and 
forty-one receptions, an 18.3 yards-per-catch 
average and twenty-one touchdowns. His best 
season was 1988, when he hauled in forty 
passes and scored seven times. The highlight 
of Bakers NFL career came in Superbowl 
XXV, as the Giants defeated the Buffalo Bills 
20-19. He caught two passes—one of them a 
fourteen yard touchdown pass from Jeff 
Hostetler with just twenty-five seconds left in 
the first half to cut the Giants’ deficit to 12—10. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to commend 
and congratulate Stephen Baker upon his 
achievements and induction into the Fresno 
Athletic Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mr. Baker congratulations 
on his many accomplishments. 


EE 


HONORING DR. PAUL FARMER FOR 
BEING NAMED THE 2008 GREAT 
BROOKSVILLIAN 


HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, | rise today to recognize Dr. 
Paul Farmer, one of my most accomplished 
constituents and someone who was recently 
named the 2008 Great Brooksvillian, a yearly 
award presented to the most outstanding resi- 
dent of Brooksville, Florida. Dr. Farmer will re- 
ceive this honor during a ceremony at the 
Brooksville City Hall in December where area 
residents will gather to applaud his lifetime of 
service to improve health care services around 
the world. 

Dr. Farmer is a native Brooksvillian who 
graduated from Hernando High School in 
1978. He went on to earn his undergraduate 
degree from Duke University in 1982 and his 
M.D. and Ph.D. in 1990 from Harvard Univer- 
sity. Today Dr. Farmer is a world renowned 
medical anthropologist and physician focusing 
on improving the health of people around the 
globe. 

In addition to his clinical work as an attend- 
ing physician in infectious diseases at the 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital in Boston, Dr. 
Farmer felt that it was important to make a dif- 
ference in the lives of a greater segment of 
the world’s population than just those he could 
see in his office. That is why he helped found 
an international non-profit called Partners In 
Health. This organization seeks to provide di- 
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rect health care services and undertake med- 
ical research on behalf of those who are sick 
and living in poverty. Some of their notable 
successes have included new treatment strat- 
egies for AIDS and tuberculosis in under- 
served nations, saving many lives and improv- 
ing the overall quality of health care delivered 
to millions. 

Dr. Farmer has been recognized for his 
work by some of the most prestigious medical 
organizations around the world, including 
Duke University, the Salk Institute and the 
American Medical Association. An author or 
co-author of over 100 scholarly publications, 
Dr. Farmer has also been recognized with a 
"genius award" by the John D. and Catherine 
T. MacArthur Foundation for his work finding 
solutions to infectious disease. 

Madam Speaker, men and women like Dr. 
Paul Farmer are the ones truly making a dif- 
ference in the world with their dedication and 
commitment to helping others. While awards 
from prestigious worldwide organizations are 
surely nice to receive, it is truly an honor to be 
recognized by your hometown friends and 
family. | know that Dr. Farmers story will 
Serve as an inspiration to other Brooksvillians, 
and | am proud to know that one of my con- 
stituents is helping so many people live better 
and healthier lives. 


EE 


IN RECOGNITION OF MR. WOODFIN 
K. GROVE 


HON. MIKE ROGERS 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
| would like to request the House’s attention 
today to pay recognition to a special day in 
the life of a constituent of mine, Mr. Woodfin 
K. Grove. 

On October 23rd, Mr. Grove will celebrate 
his 90th birthday. To help commemorate this 
special occasion, his friends and church family 
are surprising him with a dinner at The Bridge 
at First United Methodist Church in Anniston, 
Alabama, on October 22nd. 

Woodfin K. Grove was born in Birmingham, 
Alabama, and was an only child. He grad- 
uated from Ensley High School and Bir- 
mingham Southern, both located in Bir- 
mingham. He received his degree in Theology 
from Emory University in Atlanta, Georgia. Mr. 
Grove married Dorothy Rowland with whom 
he had one daughter, Ann, and one grandson, 
John. 

Today Mr. Grove is loved by everyone. He 
is known for his good advice to those around 
him and serves as a wise leader in his church. 
He and his wife, Dot, both are young at heart 
and have been known to ride around Anniston 
on his motorcycle or in his sports car. They at- 
tend First United Methodist Church in Anniston 
where he became Pastor Emeritus in 2001. 

| would like to congratulate Mr. Grove on 
reaching this important milestone in his life. | 
wish him a happy birthday and the best in the 
future. 
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HONORING GAIL MALLARD- 
WARREN, M.D. 


HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Dr. Gail Mallard-Warren 
upon being awarded the "Community Health 
Champions Award" at the 2008 West Fresno 
Health Care Coalition’s 4th annual "This is 
Your Life of Service" dinner and award cere- 
mony. This year the ceremony will be held at 
the Radisson Hotel Conference Center in 
Fresno, California, on Friday, October 24th. 

Dr. Mallard-Warren grew up in the projects 
of Oakland, California. Both of her parents 
were educators and realized the importance of 
their children obtaining a higher education. 
Her family moved to East Oakland, but she 
was bussed to Skyline High School; a school 
that provided the academic courses that she 
would need to get into college. Upon grad- 
uating from Skyline, Dr. Mallard-Warren at- 
tended the University of California, Riverside, 
where she earned her degree in biology. In 
1979, she earned her medical doctorate from 
the School of Medicine at University of Cali- 
fornia, Davis. 

After graduating from medical school, Dr. 
Mallard-Warren moved to Fresno, California, 
and received her training in obstetrics/gyne- 
cology at Valley Medical Center. In 1983 she 
opened her first private practice and today has 
multiple offices in Fresno. In addition to her 
private practice, she has made a habit of serv- 
ing uninsured and underinsured OB/GYN pa- 
tients over the span of her career. She has 
worked with Black Infant Health, an organiza- 
tion that provides health education, health pro- 
motion, social support and service coordina- 
tion to pregnant and parenting African-Amer- 
ican adult women. Through this program she 
has diligently worked toward lowering the in- 
stances of infant mortality in the most impov- 
erished areas of Fresno and assisted in con- 
tributing to the well-being of this underserved 
community. She also participates in the Liga 
Doctors of Mercy, a nonprofit organization that 
has been providing free health care and edu- 
cation to the people of Sinaloa, Mexico, since 
1934. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate Dr. Gail Mallard-Warren 
upon being awarded the "Community Health 
Champions Award”. | invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Dr. Mallard-Warren many 
years of continued success. 


— M Ó— — 


INTRODUCING THE CRITICAL 
ELECTION INFRASTRUCTURE 
ACT OF 2008 


HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
| rise today to introduce the Critical Election 
Infrastructure Act of 2008. 

This legislation is a necessary and vital in- 
vestment in the future of our democracy. This 
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bill authorizes $1 billion over the next four 
years for states and local governments to up- 
grade existing election equipment and to pur- 
chase new polling equipment to meet the 
needs of our growing electorate. Funding 
could also be used to hire and train additional 
poll workers. 

Madam Speaker, roughly 130 million votes 
were cast in this past election. This is an as- 
tounding number and emblematic of increased 
participation in our election system, particularly 
by minorities and young people. But while in- 
creased turnout is for democracy, in some 
parts of the country it caused undue difficul- 
ties. 

For example, throughout south Florida and 
other parts of the country, hundreds of thou- 
sands of voters found themselves waiting in 
interminable lines, sometimes for over five 
hours. Five hours! Forced to stand in the heat 
and during Florida's famous afternoon thun- 
derstorms with little food and water, voters are 
to be commended for their commitment to ex- 
ercising their right to vote. But voting should 
not be this hard. 

Election officials simply do not have enough 
equipment and trained personnel on the 
ground to speedily and effectively handle such 
large numbers of voters. Even though early 
voting in Florida took place over a 10-day pe- 
riod, these five-hour-long lines persisted 
throughout the state virtually every day. Clear- 
ly, what is needed is more: more polling 
booths, more trained workers, more equip- 
ment, even more polling locations and facilities 
to handle increasing numbers of voters. This 
bill authorizes the funding to upgrade existing 
technology, provide more polling booths, and 
hire and train more poll workers, reducing long 
lines and facilitating greater speed and effi- 
ciency for voters 

Madam Speaker, voting should not be a 
right granted only to those who can stand in 
line the longest or can go the longest without 
food or a bathroom break. Voting is the sacred 
right of all eligible citizens. We have a solemn 
responsibility to ensure the greatest possible 
access to exercise that right. Authorizing fund- 
ing for the necessary equipment and per- 
sonnel is an essential first step in that proc- 
ess. | urge my colleagues to support this legis- 
lation. 


EEE 


IN MEMORY OF GENERAL ROBERT 
H. BARROW 


HON. IKE SKELTON 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with 
deep sadness that | inform the House of the 
death of a true gentleman, General Robert H. 
Barrow, United States Marine Corps, Re- 
tired—the 27th Commandant of the Marine 
Corps. 

General Barrow was born in 1922 in Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana. He graduated high school 
in 1939 and enrolled at Louisiana State Uni- 
versity. In March 1942, he enlisted in the Pla- 
toon Leader's Class Program. He left school in 
the fall of 1942 and went to boot camp in San 
Diego, staying on after graduation as a drill in- 
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structor. Selected for Officer Candidate 
School, he left San Diego for Quantico in 
March 1943; and in May 1943, he was com- 
missioned as a second lieutenant in the Ma- 
rines. 

After officer training, he was assigned to 
Marine Barracks, Naval Ammunition Depot, 
New Orleans. He was reassigned in February 
1944 to the 51st Replacement Battalion in 
Camp Lejeune, North Carolina. During the last 
seven months of World War Il, he led an 
American team serving with Chinese guerrilla 
forces in Japanese occupied Central China. 
He was awarded the Bronze Star. 

After World War Il, he served as Aide de 
Camp to the Commanding General, Fleet Ma- 
rine Force, Atlantic. He completed Amphibious 
Warfare School, Junior Course in June 1949, 
and was transferred to the 2d Marine Division 
at Camp Lejeune. He was given command of 
Company A, 1st Battalion, 2d Marines. 

At the beginning of the Korean War, his 
company was transferred to Camp Pendleton 
and redesignated Company A, 1st Battalion, 
1st Marines, 1st Marine Division. He led Able 
Company ashore at Inchon in September 
1950. For his leadership in the fighting on the 
outskirts of Seoul, he received the Silver Star. 
During the Chosin Reservoir Campaign, he 
was awarded the Navy Cross for the seizure 
and defense of Hill 1081 from 9—10 December 
1950. 

After the Korean War, he was reassigned as 
Officer-in-Charge, Infantry Desk, Enlisted As- 
signments, Headquarters Marine Corps. From 
there he was detailed out and sent on a clas- 
sified assignment to the Far East, north of Tai- 
wan. He returned to Headquarters Marine 
Corps, this time to the G-3. 

In February 1956, he returned to Camp 
Lejeune, where he served first as operations 
officer and then executive officer of 2d Bat- 
talion, 6th Marines. He joined the NROTC unit 
at Tulane University in 1957, and served as 
Marine Officer Instructor for three years. Re- 
turning to Quantico, he completed a tour with 
the Landing Force Development Center and 
attended the Officer's Senior Course in 1963. 
He left for another tour in the Pacific, where 
he served as G-3, Ill Marine Expeditionary 
Force, then G-3 Plans Officer at Fleet Marine 
Force Pacific in Hawaii. 

Attendance at the National War College fol- 
lowed, and upon graduation in 1968, he ar- 
rived in South Vietnam to take command of 
9th Marines, 3d Marine Division. The regiment 
conducted a series of highly successful oper- 
ations south of the western part of the Demili- 
tarized Zone and in the Khe Sanh and Ba 
Long Valley areas. For his valor during Oper- 
ation Dewey Canyon from 22 January to 18 
March 1969, he received the Distinguished 
Service Cross. 

He was promoted to brigadier general in Au- 
gust 1969 by General Leonard F. Chapman, 
24th Commandant of the Marine Corps. Gen- 
eral Barrow's first tour as a general officer was 
Commanding General, Marine Corps Base, 
Camp Butler, Okinawa, where he served for 
three years. He then served as Commanding 
General, Marine Corps Recruit Depot, Parris 
Island, South Carolina for 32 months. 

In July 1975, he was assigned as Deputy 
Chief of Staff for Manpower, Headquarters 
Marine Corps. The following year, he became 
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Commanding General, Fleet Marine Force At- 
lantic, Norfolk, Virginia. He was Assistant 
Commandant of the Marine Corps from July 
1978 until a year later when he assumed the 
office as Commandant. Befitting his reputation 
and stature, when General Barrow stepped 
down as 27th Commandant of the Marine 
Corps in June 1983, President Ronald Reagan 
presided over the ceremony at Marine Bar- 
racks, Washington, D.C. General Barrow re- 
turned to Louisiana, where he lived in retire- 
ment. 

General Barrow's medals and decorations 
include the Navy Cross, Defense Distin- 
guished Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, 
Department of the Army Distinguished Service 
Cross, Distinguished Service Medal, Silver 
Star, three Legions of Merit, two Bronze Stars, 
and the Combat Action Ribbon. 

Madam Speaker, General Barrow was an 
outstanding Marine and an exceptional Amer- 
ican leader. | know the members of the House 
will join me in extending heartfelt condolences 
to his family, his friends, and to all Marines. 
He will be greatly missed. 


—— u 


TRIBUTE TO THE LIFE AND SERV- 
ICE OF PENNSYLVANIA LIEUTEN- 
ANT GOVERNOR CATHERINE 
BAKER KNOLL 


HON. JOHN P. MURTHA 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MURTHA. Madam Speaker, on Novem- 
ber 12, 2008, Pennsylvania Lieutenant Gov- 
ernor Catherine Baker Knoll succumbed to a 
four month long battle with neuroendocrine 
cancer. 

l've known Catherine for 30 years. She was 
a remarkable woman who never stopped fight- 
ing to better our Commonwealth and to im- 
prove the lives of Pennsylvanians. She was 
one of the most hard-working and determined 
individuals to ever serve in state government, 
and her passion and dedication to both the 
Democratic Party and to the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania was unparalleled. 

Catherine was a transformational figure— 
one of the first women to run for statewide of- 
fice, she served as Pennsylvania State Treas- 
urer (1989—1997) and later became the first 
woman to serve as Pennsylvania Lieutenant 
Governor (2003-2008). She never stopped 
fighting for what she believed in, and this de- 
termination placed her at the forefront of so 
many important issues. 

Catherine's kindness and friendship touched 
the lives of many. Over the past few months, 
people from all across Pennsylvania asked me 
how she was doing, and how she was coping 
with the disease. | reminded them that Cath- 
erine Baker Knoll was made of "steel" and 
that she was fighting this disease with the 
same strength and fortitude she fought every 
other challenge in life. 

Madam Speaker, | rise to recognize the ca- 
reer and life of someone who devoted both to 
serving the interests of her fellow Pennsylva- 
nians. | rise to thank and commend her four 
children, Charles, Mina, Albert, and Kim Eric, 
for always being by her side and giving her 
constant strength. 
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Madam Speaker, all of us will miss the 
friendship and great leadership of Pennsyl- 
vania Lieutenant Governor Catherine Baker 
Knoll. 


ER 


IN RECOGNITION OF THE 110TH AN- 
NIVERSARY OF PEOPLES BAP- 
TIST CHURCH 


HON. MIKE ROGERS 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Madam Speaker, 
| would like to request the House's attention 
today to pay recognition to a special day in 
the life of the congregation of the Peoples 
Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama. 

On November 24th, Peoples Baptist Church 
will celebrate its 110th anniversary. The 
church was first organized in 1898 under Rev. 
Pradd who served as the pastor until 1925. 
The church moved to several locations over 
the years including the campus of Alabama 
State University. 

In September of 2008, the church moved to 
its new location on Dorchester Drive in Mont- 
gomery. The new building was built under the 
leadership of the church's fifth pastor, Paul L. 
Boswell, who served the church for 32 years. 
The congregation works to carry the "torch of 
building up God's kingdom one brick at a 
time." 

Today the church celebrates their 110th An- 
niversary and is blessed to now be under the 
leadership of their new and sixth pastor, Victor 
Lewis, Sr. 

| would like to congratulate Peoples Baptist 
Church on reaching this important milestone. 


— E с _ 


HONORING MATTHEW CHARLES 
GARCIA 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Matthew Charles Garcia of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Matthew is a very spe- 
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1357, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Matthew has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Matthew has been in- 
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Matthew Charles Garcia 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 
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HONORING SAN BERNARDINO 
COUNTY SUPERVISOR DENNIS 
HANSBERGER FOR HIS DECADES 
OF PUBLIC SERVICE 


HON. JERRY LEWIS 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, 1 
rise today to pay tribute to a good friend and 
longtime leader in my community, San 
Bernardino County Supervisor Dennis 
Hansberger, who is leaving office this year 
after more than 20 years in public service. 

While he was a young businessman in 
1968, Dennis Hansberger was selected as a 
field representative and executive assistant by 
then-County Supervisor Donald Beckford. 
When his boss decided not to run for re-elec- 
tion, Mr. Hansberger mounted a successful 
campaign and won election to the county 
board in 1972. 

Dennis Hansberger quickly revealed his 
strong leadership capabilities, and was chosen 
as chairman of the board by his fellow super- 
visors in 1974—becoming the youngest chair- 
man in the state and the youngest in San 
Bernardino County history. When the legisla- 
ture created the South Coast Air Quality Man- 
agement District, Supervisor Hansberger be- 
came a founding board member of that 
ground-breaking agency. 

After 2 successful terms, Mr. Hansberger 
decided to take a hiatus from elected office 
and went into private business as a well-re- 
spected consultant on land management and 
mining issues. He remained extremely active 
in public service, however, serving for 3 years 
as Chairman on the Redlands Community 
Hospital's Board, as well as on the Board of 
Counselors of the California State University in 
California, the Foundation Board of the San 
Bernardino County Museum, the Inland Em- 
pire Council of the Boy Scouts of America, 
and the Capital Projects Committee of the Girl 
Scouts of America. 

Mr. Hansberger was again elected to the 
Board of Supervisors in 1996, and has been 
at the forefront of many of the major issues 
faced by the county in the past 12 years. 
Faced with the closure of Norton Air Force 
Base, Supervisor Hansberger has been a 
leader in seeking ways to replace the 12,000 
jobs lost. He served as chairman of the Inland 
Valley Development Authority, a joint effort of 
the county and cities surrounding the base. By 
working as a team, the communities have 
brought about a complete makeover of the 
former base into a new airport, supporting 
major businesses that have brought thousands 
of new jobs to the area. 

Five years ago, San Bernardino County was 
confronted with an even more dire problem— 
millions of trees were dying around mountain 
communities and creating a grave fire danger 
for tens of thousands of residents. As the su- 
pervisor representing the area, Dennis 
Hansberger pushed county officials to create 
the Mountain Area Safety Taskforce and work 
with residents on an evacuation plan. The 
plan’s effectiveness was demonstrated when 
nearly 50,000 residents were evacuated with 
no serious injury during terrible wildfires the 
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following year. Mr. Hansberger has since led 
the county in cutting down more than a million 
trees and significantly reducing the fire dan- 
ger. 

Madam Speaker, as you can see, Dennis 
Hansberger has been a leader in improving 
the economy and safety for San Bernardino 
County residents. Please join me in thanking 
him for his decades of public service, and 
wishing the best to him and his wife Karen in 
all of their future endeavors. 


a 


HONORING THE HONORABLE WIL- 
LIAM R. DYSON FOR HIS OUT- 
STANDING PUBLIC SERVICE 


HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 


OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, | am 
pleased to rise today to join the New Haven 
Democratic Town Committee and all of those 
gathered this evening in paying tribute to one 
of New Haven's most outstanding public serv- 
ants and my good friend, State Representative 
William R. Dyson. After 32 years of dedicated 
service, Bill has decided to step down as 
State Representative from Connecticut's 94th 
Assembly District. This evening, friends, fam- 
ily, community leaders, and colleagues extend 
our deepest thanks and appreciation to Bill as 
he brings his career in state government to an 
end. 

Visionary, community leader, activist, teach- 
er, advocate, mentor, and friend are just some 
of the descriptions one could use for Bill 
Dyson. He is one of those rare individuals who 
has dedicated a lifetime to public service. As 
an educator and one of Connecticut's most re- 
spected lawmakers, Bill has been a powerful 
voice in the State legislature as well as in the 
New Haven Public School system. 

In the more than 3 decades that Bill served 
in Connecticut's House of Representatives, Bill 
has served on a variety of committees and 
caucuses including many years as the chair- 
man of the Appropriations Committee. He has 
been a champion of the arts, securing funding 
which has helped New Haven's rich arts com- 
munity to flourish and is perhaps best known 
for his leadership on issues dealing with chil- 
dren, ex-offenders and the mentally ill as his 
work on their behalf has translated into mean- 
ingful public policy. 

During his tenure he was often the strong 
voice of reason in what at times could be a 
chaotic session. | have no doubt that his col- 
leagues will long remember his booming 
voice—commanding their attention and calling 
for common sense dialogue. His straight-for- 
ward, no nonsense attitude garnered him the 
respect of his colleagues and constituents 
alike. Bill is a reflection of all that we hope our 
political leaders will be and his presence at 
the Capitol will certainly be missed. 

| must also take this opportunity to thank Bill 
for his many years of special friendship—one 
which harkens back to my own service in city 
government. Bill is an extraordinary man 
whose impact on our community and our pub- 
lic policy cannot be understated. He has left 
an indelible mark and a legacy—both political 
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and personal—that is sure to inspire many 
generations to come. 


It is for these reasons and countless more 
that | am honored to stand today to pay tribute 
to my dear friend, the Honorable William R. 
Dyson, as he is recognized by the New Haven 
community for his outstanding contributions. 
He is one-of-a-kind and | wish him many more 
years of health and happiness as he enjoys 
his retirement. 


EE 


RECOGNIZING HOWARD JAMES 
STRICKLER OF LAKE COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA 


HON. MIKE THOMPSON 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to recognize Chief How- 
ard Strickler on the occasion of his retirement 
from the Kelseyville Fire Protection District of 
Lake County, California after 32 years of serv- 
ice, 28 of them as Fire Chief. Chief Strickler's 
leadership will be truly missed by his col- 
leagues and the people of Lake County. 


Chief Strickler is a native son, graduating 
from Kelseyville High School in 1967. His ca- 
reer in public service began in the U.S. Army, 
where he served from 1970—1973. After his 
discharge, he worked with the White House 
Communications Agency before coming home 
and joining the Fire Protection District. 


Chief Strickler has lived in Kelseyville for 47 
years and has done more than perhaps any- 
one else over that time to keep Lake County 
residents safe. During his tenure he was in- 
strumental in the implementation of the coun- 
ty's first paramedic program as well the first 
countywide Hazardous Materials Response 
Team. He also helped develop a 911 First Re- 
sponder Agreement that is now used by all fire 
departments, EMS and law enforcement agen- 
cies in the county. 


Chief Strickler has earned the undying ad- 
miration of all who have worked for him and 
with him. To a person, they describe Chief 
Strickler as the consummate leader, someone 
who instills confidence in everyone around him 
and whose compassion and love for the com- 
munity shines through. He is a family man 
whose quiet sense of humor and listening 
skills always made his employees feel com- 
fortable and at home. He will be missed a 
great deal. 


Madam Speaker, it is my distinct pleasure to 
recognize Chief Howard Strickler for his many 
years of service to Kelseyville and all of Lake 
County, California, and to thank him for his 
many contributions on behalf of our country 
and his community. | join his wife, Debbie, his 
two children, and five grandchildren in wishing 
him the best as he enters this new phase of 
his life. 


November 19, 2008 
EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. RON PAUL 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, pursuant to the 
Republican leadership standards on earmarks, 
| am submitting the following information re- 
garding earmarks | received as part of the De- 
partment of Homeland Security Appropriations 
Act (H.R. 2638): 

Requesting member: RON PAUL. 

Bill number: H.R. 2638. 

Account: Rdt&E Defense Health Program. 

Legal name of requesting entity: Gulf Chem- 
ical and Metallurgical Corporation. 

Address of requesting entity: PO Box 2290, 
302 Midway Road, Freeport, TX 77542-2290. 

Description of request: The project earmarks 
$3,000,000 for a Department of Defense lead 
study of vanadium to assess the health safety 
and risks of military and civilian workers ex- 
posed to vanadium through work in military 
applications. 


HONORING DR. PETER G. MEHAS 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
along with Congressman RADANOVICH to con- 
gratulate Dr. Peter Mehas upon his induction 
into the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. Dr. 
Mehas was honored at the 50th anniversary 
enshrinement dinner of the Fresno Athletic 
Hall of Fame on Thursday, November 6, 2008. 

Peter Mehas' love of sports was nurtured 
during his childhood, as he shagged baseballs 
as a bat boy for the Fresno Cardinals at Eu- 
less Park. Although he never considered him- 
self a great athlete, Dr. Mehas was an All- 
American center/linebacker at Fresno City Col- 
lege, and a member of the 1961 California 
State University, Fresno Mercy Bowl team. 
After graduating from California State Univer- 
sity, Fresno, Dr. Mehas coached the football, 
soccer and tennis teams at Roosevelt High 
School. His tennis teams won five straight 
North Yosemite League titles. 

After receiving his masters degree, and 
coaching football at University of California, 
Los Angeles, Dr. Mehas returned to Fresno 
where he taught and coached future Fresno 
Hall of Famers Charle Young and Charles An- 
thony, both football players at Edison High 
School. Dr. Mehas moved into administration 
for Clovis Unified School District, and assisted 
in the development of many programs and fa- 
cilities; including Clovis High School’s 
Lamonica Stadium and the Clovis West High 
School Olympic Swim Complex. He earned his 
doctorate in Education from the University of 
Southern California in 1979. 

Dr. Mehas has served as the Fresno Ath- 
letic Hall of Fame president for 15 years. At 
the time of his induction, his professional and 
civic career is a notable example of applying 
the lessons learned in athletics to other en- 
deavors. Under his leadership, the Hall of 
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Fame expanded on its mission of honoring the 
Valley's greatest sports heroes and inspiring 
youngsters to follow in their footsteps. He also 
has been instrumental in expanding athletic 
opportunities for women. 

Politics came next as Dr. Mehas served as 
Governor George Deukmejian's secretary of 
education and a trustee for the State Board of 
Education and California's. Community Col- 
leges. In 1990, he was elected to the first of 
four terms as the Fresno County super- 
intendent of schools. In 2007, he was ap- 
pointed to the California State University board 
of trustees. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to commend 
and congratulate Dr. Peter Mehas upon his 
achievements and induction into the Fresno 
Athletic Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Dr. Mehas congratulations 
on his many accomplishments. 


-o 


RECOGNIZING JAMES P. CHITWOOD 
UPON HIS RETIREMENT 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today in recognition of 
James P. Chitwood upon his retirement as the 
Executive Director of the College Advance- 
ment and Foundation for Northwest Florida 
State College. 

As executive director of the College Ad- 
vancement and Foundation for Northwest Flor- 
ida State College, an organization that pro- 
vides educational and charitable aid to the 
Northwest Florida State College, Mr. Chitwood 
has greatly expanded the fundraising abilities 
of the school and has helped it obtain the 
sixth greatest endowment among community 
colleges in the United States. 

Over the past 20 years, the Foundation for 
Northwest Florida State College, under the di- 
rection of Mr. Chitwood, has evolved into an 
outstanding institution that greatly promotes 
education. In just 20 years, the foundation’s 
assets grew by over $45 million and created 
some of the most notable foundations and 
buildings in the area. The expansion of the 
Chautauqua Center in DeFuniak Springs was 
one of the first projects undertaken by the or- 
ganization. Its success was followed by the 
construction of the Robert L. F. Sikes Center 
in Crestview, Florida, and the South Walton 
Center in Santa Rosa Beach, Florida. The 
foundation also launched the Arts Center En- 
dowment Campaign and, when the college's 
focus shifted to health programs, the founda- 
tion began the Nursing and Health Technology 
Campaign. 

For many years to come, the Northwest 
Florida community will continue to benefit from 
the lasting impression made by Mr. Chitwood. 
His inspiring involvement in the community 
and dedication to expanding education has 
provided infinite opportunities to the sur- 
rounding area. Though retirement will signal 
the end of Mr. Chitwood's formal career with 
the Northwest Florida State College, it is 
merely the beginning of the lasting legacy that 
he leaves behind. 
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Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, | am proud to recognize 
James P. Chitwood upon his retirement and 
for his exemplary service in the First District of 
Florida. 


HONORING MARK LEHN BALDWIN 
III 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Mark Lehn Baldwin III of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Mark is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1314, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Mark has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Mark has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Mark Lehn Baldwin 11 for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


EE 


HONORING 1998 CALIFORNIA STATE 
UNIVERSITY, FRESNO, SOFTBALL 
TEAM MEMBERS 


HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today along with Congressman COSTA to con- 
gratulate the 1998 California State University, 
Fresno, Softball Team upon its induction into 
the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. The team 
members and coaches will be honored at the 
50th anniversary enshrinement dinner of the 
Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame on Thursday, No- 
vember 6, 2008. 

On a hot day in late May 1998, second 
baseman Nina Lindenberg sent the first pitch 
in the bottom of the sixth inning over the left- 
field fence and the Lady Bulldogs into history. 
The home run off Arizona ace, Nancy Evans, 
was Lindenberg's 13th of the season, gave 
the Bulldogs a 1—0 lead in the championship 
game at Hall of Fame Stadium in Oklahoma 
City, Oklahoma. The Women's College Soft- 
ball World Series Most Valuable Player, 
Amanda Scott, then polished off a three-hit 
shutout, and the Wildcats, as California State 
University, Fresno, claimed its first NCAA Divi- 
sion | team championship in any sport. 

The 1—0 victory capped a magical season 
for Head Coach Margie Wright's Bulldogs, 
who started the season with a 2—2 record and 
finished with 52 wins 11 loses. The season 
was highlighted by 4 wins and 1 loss in the 
Women's College World Series (WCWS) with 
victories over Nebraska, Michigan, Wash- 
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ington and top-ranked Arizona. The national 
title was a united effort as four Bulldogs made 
the All-Women’s College World Series team: 
outfielder Laura Berg, first baseman Angela 
Cervantez, Nina Lindenberg and Amanda 
Scott. The Bulldogs captivated all of the San 
Joaquin Valley as their games were aired on 
local radio and ESPN. Seeded seventh in the 
field, they arrived in Oklahoma City deter- 
mined to win the title for a school that had fin- 
ished second in the WCWS four times. 

The team was led throughout the year by a 
pitching staff that included Amanda Scott (25— 
4, 0.79 ERA) and Lindsay Parker (21-4, 1.54 
ERA) and a balanced hitting attack keyed by 
Laura Berg (.458 batting average, 72 runs), 
Nina Lindenberg (.449, 77 RBI), outfielder 
Becky Witt (.392, 69 runs) and Amanda Scott 
(14 home runs, 72 RBI). The team included: 
OF Laura Berg, 1B Angela Cervantez, 2B 
Nina Lindenberg, Lindsay Parker, P Amanda 
Scott, Becky Witt, OF Candice Bowlin, OF 
Kara Campbell, SS Alicia Dowland, C/1B Jen- 
nifer Jokinen, 3B Jaime Maxey, P Kim Peck, 
C Jennifer Slaney, C Janna Todd, 1B 
Vanessa Valenzuela, C Amber Wall, C Caro- 
lyn Wilson, OF Daviana Wisener. The coach- 
ing staff was headed by Margie Wright, as- 
sisted by Margaret Sutter and Mary Ivy. Also 
involved with the team was Maribel Campos, 
manager, and Andrew Weeks, trainer. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to commend 
and congratulate 1998 California State Univer- 
sity, Fresno, Softball Team upon its achieve- 
ments and induction into the Fresno Athletic 
Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to join me 
in wishing the 1998 Fresno State Softball 
Team congratulations on its many accomplish- 
ments. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 
HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 


OF WISCONSIN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. PETRI. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear- 
marks, | am submitting the following informa- 
tion regarding an earmark | received as part of 
H.R. 2638—The Consolidated Security, Dis- 
aster Assistance, and Continuing Appropria- 
tions Act, 2009: 

Requesting Member: The Honorable THOM- 
AS E. PETRI. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638—The Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009. 

Account: Army Operations & Maintenance, 
Operating Forces 115 Land Forces, Oper- 
ations Support Account. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Deere & 
Company—World Headquarters. 

Address of Requesting Entity: One John 
Deere Place, Moline, IL 61265. 

Description of Request: Provide $3,200,000 
to complete the manufacturing of approxi- 
mately 215 Light-weight Tactical Utility Vehi- 
cles at John Deere Horicon Works in Horicon, 
Wisconsin. (Joint request with Representative 
MIKE MCINTYRE of North Carolina.) The Light- 
weight Tactical Utility Vehicle is a rugged, air 
droppable, highly mobile diesel-powered tac- 
tical utility vehicle to expedite casualty evacu- 
ation and resupply activities of Corps units. 
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They have been heavily utilized during Oper- 
ations Iraqi Freedom and Enduring Freedom. 
This request is consistent with the intended 
purpose of the Department of Defense, Army 
Operations and Maintenance account. 


a 


IN HONOR OF THOMAS V. 
FUENTES 


HON. MIKE ROGERS 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
| rise today to honor the accomplishments of 
Thomas V. Fuentes, who is retiring after 25 
years of service in the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation. Throughout his career with the FBI 
he has served his country with honor and in- 
tegrity. 

Mr. Fuentes began his distinguished career 
with the Bureau in 1979 as a Special Agent in 
the Chicago Field Office. Serving in this office 
for over 10 years, Mr. Fuentes led the fight 
against organized crime and mob corruption. 
As an Organized Crime Task Force super- 
visor, his efforts were instrumental in bringing 
countless Chicago criminals to justice. | had 
the privilege of serving with Mr. Fuentes in the 
Chicago Field Office and witnessed firsthand 
his tremendous skill and dedication. 

Mr. Fuentes was promoted to FBI Head- 
quarters in 1990 as a supervisor in the Orga- 
nized Crime Section. As a result of his contin- 
ued success against organized crime targets, 
Mr. Fuentes was eventually appointed as the 
assistant special agent in charge of the San 
Francisco Field Office. There he established 
the International Cybercrime Squad and was 
selected to serve as an FBI tactical com- 
mander at the 1996 Summer Olympics in At- 
lanta, Georgia. 

In August 1997, Mr. Fuentes was promoted 
to the Senior Executive Service as the chief of 
the Organized Crime Section at FBI Head- 
quarters. Among his many ground-breaking 
law enforcement initiatives, Mr. Fuentes cre- 
ated the Organized Crime Task Force con- 
sisting of FBI Agents and Hungarian National 
Police Officers in Budapest, Hungary—the first 
such multinational organized crime task force 
of its kind in the FBI. 

Mr. Fuentes’ extraordinary career with the 
FBI has been marked by his transformational 
work to strengthen international law enforce- 
ment cooperation. In 2004, Mr. Fuentes was 
called upon to lead the FBI’s Office of Inter- 
national Operations where he was eventually 
promoted to Assistant Director and managed 
more than 75 FBI offices in U.S. Embassies 
and U.S. Consulates worldwide. His skilled 
leadership, both within the Bureau and inter- 
national law enforcement agencies, resulted in 
election to the Executive Committee of 
Interpol, where he served as a delegate for 
the Americas in 2006. To the end of his serv- 
ice with the Bureau, Mr. Fuentes continued to 
establish innovative international working 
groups such as the recently established FBI/ 
Ministry of Public Security of the Peoples Re- 
public of China Working Group. 

Mr. Fuentes’ relentless hard work and dedi- 
cation was recognized numerous times as evi- 
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denced by his outstanding law enforcement 
record and repeated promotions within the Bu- 
reau. His years of service brought funda- 
mental change to the FBI’s work on organized 
crime and international law enforcement co- 
operation. Throughout his career he has ex- 
emplified the FBI’s motto of Fidelity, Bravery, 
and Integrity by serving and protecting the citi- 
zens of the United States of America and peo- 
ple across the world. | am proud to know this 
remarkable public servant. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Thomas V. Fuentes for his 
model service to United States law enforce- 
ment and his commitment to his country. He 
is truly deserving of our respect and admira- 
tion. 


— ERR 


HONORING THE LIFE OF SCOTTY 
MENDOZA 


HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise with 
sadness today to honor Scotty Mendoza, who 
passed away on August 15, 2008, at the age 
of 88. Scotty was the matriarch of the ranch- 
ing community around the Point Reyes Penin- 
sula in Marin County, California, and a highly 
respected leader to the townsfolk. She led by 
passion and example, filling needs as she saw 
them and creating many local traditions in the 
process. 

Born Doris Scott in Woodland, California, 
she used the nickname Scotty bestowed on 
her by one of her early teachers. She met Joe 
Mendoza, a student at nearby U.C. Davis, 
while working at the soda fountain at the 
Woodland Hotel. They were married in 1941, 
moving shortly afterward to the family ranch 
on the Point Reyes Peninsula which had been 
purchased by Joe’s father in 1899. She was a 
partner in the ranch with Joe her whole life, 
from doing the accounting to cooking for the 
many ranch hands. 

Scotty was many things—outspoken, funny, 
energetic, and hardworking. But mostly she 
will be remembered for how much she cared 
for people, especially children. While doting on 
her own family, she also championed other 
children and was known as Grandma Scotty to 
many. She was a 4-H leader for 40 years, 
teaching sewing to generations of girls, and 
founded the Inverness Garden Club Scholar- 
ship fund to raise money for local students to 
attend college. 

In 1949, Scotty and Joe joined with other 
ranching families to start Western Weekend, 
still the major community celebration in the 
Point Reyes area. It highlights the work of 
local 4-H groups and also includes a big pa- 
rade that fills the town’s Main Street. The pa- 
rade features the Western Weekend Queen, 
based on a contest Scotty started to help sell 
raffle tickets for the event. 

It is hard to imagine how the community we 
see today would look without Scotty’s partici- 
pation in the many local organizations she 
was involved in: as a founder of West Marin 
Senior Services and the Inverness Garden 
Club, as a volunteer and organizer of the Jack 
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Mason History Museum, and as a supporter in 
many others where her behind-the-scenes 
work was always appreciated. 

Scotty is survived by her husband Joe, 
daughter and son-in-law Sharon and Steve 
Doughty, sons and daughters-in-law, Joey and 
Linda Mendoza and James and Luci Men- 
doza, seven grandchildren and eight great- 
grandchildren (whom she called “the eight 
greats”). 

Madam Speaker, Scotty Mendoza truly ex- 
emplifies the compassionate, can-do commu- 
nity spirit that becomes the fabric for our lives. 
It is an honor for me to have known her, her 
husband Joe, and many of her family. We'll 
miss you, Scotty. 


——— Ee 


TRIBUTE TO MAYOR JEFF MILLER 


HON. KEN CALVERT 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
community of Corona, California are excep- 
tional. Corona has been fortunate to have dy- 
namic and dedicated community leaders who 
willingly and unselfishly give their time and tal- 
ent and make their communities a better place 
to live and work. Jeff Miller is one of these in- 
dividuals. On November 4, 2008, Jeff was 
elected to serve as the Assemblyman for the 
71st California Assembly District and | con- 
gratulate Jeff as he moves to the next stage 
of public service. 

Jeff Miller was elected to his first term on 
the Corona City Council in November of 2000 
and currently serves as Mayor. He was re- 
elected and served as Mayor in 2004. Mayor 
Miller is a member of the Council's Transpor- 
tation & Legislative Committee and he also 
represents the Council on the Riverside Coun- 
ty Transportation Commission (RCTC). He is 
also currently Chairman of the 91 Freeway 
Toll Road Advisory Committee. 

Jeff Miller is an active member of the Co- 
rona community. He is Vice President of the 
Corona Heritage Foundation, a Governing 
Board member of Corona Regional Medical 
Center, a Board member of the Corona/Norco 
YMCA, founder and member of the Riverside 
County Young Republicans and a past mem- 
ber of the City's Parks and Recreation Com- 
mission. Jeff is currently Chairman of the Riv- 
erside County Republican Party. 

Jeff Miller, and his wife Debora, have two 
children. Jeff has owned an insurance com- 
pany for 22 years and has an office in Corona. 
He graduated from the California State Univer- 
sity in Fullerton and holds a degree in Criminal 
Justice. 

Jeff's tireless passion for community service 
has contributed immensely to the betterment 
of the community of Corona, California. | am 
proud to call Jeff a fellow community member, 
American and friend. | know that many com- 
munity members are grateful for his service 
and salute him as he takes office as a Cali- 
fornia Assemblyman. 
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40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NORTH STAR CHAPTER OF THE 
SIERRA CLUB 


HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 


OF MINNESOTA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to congratulate the North 
Star Chapter of the Sierra Club on 40 years of 
protecting and restoring Minnesota's proud 
natural legacy. 

The Sierra Club is one of America's most in- 
fluential environmental organizations, and Min- 
nesota's North Star Chapter is among the old- 
est and most active in the country. | commend 
the North Star Chapter on its history of policy 
achievements and success in mobilizing our 
communities to action. By engaging citizens in 
grassroots advocacy, they have worked to de- 
liver essential environmental victories at the 
state and national level. 

The environmental and conservation chal- 
lenges facing the planet today are great. A 
changing climate, rapid loss of habitat, and 
deepening fossil fuel dependence will require 
citizens to become involved in making the 
change we need on an unprecedented scale. 
During my time in Congress, members of the 
North Star Chapter have been valuable part- 
ners in defending against a series of assaults 
on federal environmental protections. Now as 
we look toward the start of the next Congress 
and the support of a new Administration, we 
have the opportunity to restore America's 
global leadership on environmental policy 
while advancing a "green" revolution here at 
home. | look forward to continuing our shared 
fight for environmental protection and restora- 
tion in the years ahead. 


—— € 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. TERRY EVEREIT 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. EVERETT. Madam Speaker, pursuant 
to the Republican Leadership standards on 
earmarks, | submit the following information 
regarding one earmark | received as part of 
H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Security, Disaster 
Assistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act 
(P.L. 110—329). 

Requesting Member: Congressman TERRY 
EVERETT. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638, the Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance and Continuing 
Appropriations Act. 

Account: Research, Development, Test and 
Evaluation (RDTE), U.S. Army. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Lockheed 
Martin. 

Address of Requesting Entity: Pike County, 
Alabama. 

Description of Request: The Close Combat 
Missile System Modernization for Javelin ear- 
mark funding is for $3,700,000. This funding 
will help the Army meet its requirements in the 
Concept Development doctrine stating that the 
Javelin missile be modernized to meet modern 
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and irregular warfare needs. The moderniza- 
tion addresses known obsolescence issues 
such as parts replacement and decreasing in- 
ventory levels. 

Javelin has been in production since 1994. 
This modernization program will move the mis- 
sile closer to its objective performance stand- 
ard, while maintaining cost effective production 
levels and help sustain the industrial base. 

The funding is to be used to evolve Javelin 
capabilities and address the requirements stat- 
ed in the Joint Service Operational Require- 
ment for Advanced Anti-Armor Weapons Sys- 
tems-Medium. 


EE 


HONORING CHRISTOPHER MICHAEL 
WHITED 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Christopher Michael 
Whited of Blue Springs, MO. Christopher is a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader- 
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 1813, and earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Christopher has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Christopher has been in- 
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Christopher Michael 
Whited for his accomplishments with the Boy 
Scouts of America and for his efforts put forth 
in achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


EE 


HONORING 1998 CALIFORNIA STATE 
UNIVERSITY, FRESNO SOFTBALL 
TEAM MEMBERS 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
along with Congressman RADANOVICH to con- 
gratulate the 1998 California State University, 
Fresno Softball Team upon it’s induction into 
the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. The team 
members and coaches will be honored at the 
50th anniversary enshrinement dinner of the 
Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame on Thursday, No- 
vember 6, 2008. 

On a hot day in late May 1998, second 
baseman Nina Lindenberg sent the first pitch 
in the bottom of the sixth inning over the left- 
field fence and the Lady Bulldogs into history. 
The home run off Arizona ace, Nancy Evans, 
was Lindenberg’s thirteenth of the season, 
gave the Bulldogs a 1—0 lead in the champion- 
ship game at Hall of Fame Stadium in Okla- 
homa City, Oklahoma. The Women’s College 
Softball World Series Most Valuable Player, 
Amanda Scott, then polished off a three-hit 
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shutout, and the Wildcats, as California State 
University, Fresno claimed its first NCAA Divi- 
sion | team championship in any sport. 

The 1-0 victory capped a magical season 
for Head Coach Margie Wright’s Bulldogs, 
who started the season with a 2-2 record and 
finished with 52 wins 11 loses. The season 
was highlighted by 4 wins and 1 loss in the 
Women's College World Series, WCWS, with 
victories over Nebraska, Michigan, Wash- 
ington and top-ranked Arizona. The national 
title was a united effort as four Bulldogs made 
the All-Women's College World Series team: 
outfielder Laura Berg, first baseman Angela 
Cervantez, Nina Lindenberg and Amanda 
Scott. The Bulldogs captivated all of the San 
Joaquin Valley as their games were aired on 
local radio and ESPN. Seeded seventh in the 
field, they arrived in Oklahoma City deter- 
mined to win the title for a school that had fin- 
ished second in the WCWS four times. 

The team was led throughout the year by a 
pitching staff that included Amanda Scott (25- 
4, 0.79 ERA) and Lindsay Parker (21-4, 1.54 
ERA) and a balanced hitting attack keyed by 
Laura Berg (.458 batting average, 72 runs), 
Nina Lindenberg (.449, 77 RBI), outfielder 
Becky Witt (.392, 69 runs) and Amanda Scott 
(14 home runs, 72 RBI). The team included; 
OF Laura Berg, 1B Angela Cervantez, 2B 
Nina Lindenberg, Lindsay Parker, P Amanda 
Scott, Becky Witt, OF Candice Bowlin, OF 
Kara Campbell, SS Alicia Dowland, C/1B Jen- 
nifer Jokinen, 3B Jaime Maxey, P Kim Peck, 
C Jennifer Slaney, C Janna Todd, | B 
Vanessa Valenzuela, C Amber Wall, C Caro- 
lyn Wilson, OF Daviana Wisener. The coach- 
ing staff was headed by Margie Wright, as- 
sisted by Margaret Sutter and Mary Ivy. Also 
involved with the team was Maribel Campos, 
manager and Andrew Weeks, trainer. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to commend 
and congratulate 1998 California State Univer- 
sity, Fresno Softball Team upon its achieve- 
ments and induction into the Fresno Athletic 
Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to join me 
in wishing the 1998 Fresno State Softball 
Team congratulations on its many accomplish- 
ments. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. GARY G. MILLER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican Leader- 
ship standards on earmark’s, | am submitting 
the following information regarding earmarks | 
received as part of H.R. 2638, Title VIII: 

Requesting Members—Congressman GARY 
G. MILLER. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 

Bil Section: Title VIII, Disclosure of Ear- 
marks and Congressionally Directed Spending 
Items. 

Account: Other Procurement 
PE#024428N, Aegis Support Equipment. 

Amount: $4,000,000. 

Description of Request: Sabtech Industries 
(23231 La Palma Ave, Yorba Linda, CA 
92887) requested continued project funding on 


Navy 
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behalf of the United States Navy, Program Ex- 
ecutive Office Ships. Funding will be used to 
modernize Commercial Off-the-Shelf (COTS) 
based peripheral emulators. The project is lo- 
cated at the Naval Surface Warfare Center, 
Dahlgren Virginia. The Systems Engineer for 
Combat Systems Simulation and Warfare Sys- 
tems at Naval Surface Warfare Center, Dahl- 
gren, VA and the United States Navy, Pro- 
gram Executive Office Ships at Washington 
Navy Yard, D.C. have endorsed this require- 
ment of Sabtech products to provide mod- 
ernization for the Aegis Weapon System and 
associated Land Based Test Sites. 

The Aegis Land Based Test Sites (LBTS) 
require various high fidelity Commercial Off 
the-Shelf (COTS) based peripheral emulators, 
High Tech Data Communication switching sys- 
tems, and state-of-the-art technology to collect 
and analyze Combat System performance 
data. These products are vital to the support 
of the development, certification, Life-Cycle 
Support Engineering Activity (LSEA) and train- 
ing of Aegis and Ship Self Defense System 
(SSDS). Modernizing these emulators and 
switches provides superior quality computer 
programs for the war tighter and significant 
cost avoidance. Without this modernization, 
critical test time in the Aegis LBTSs will be 
lost, resulting in delaying certification and de- 
livery of the AEGIS Baselines, AEGIS Ballistic 
Missile Defense, and Ship Self Dense System 
to the fleet. 


— RÀ 


RECOGNIZING JUDY THEIN AND 
TEAM DUI OF LAKE COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA 


HON. MIKE THOMPSON 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise to honor Judy Thein and Team 
DUI of Lake County for their incredible service 
to the community. Team DUI is doing vision- 
ary work to address underage drinking through 
prevention. 

Team DUI was born out of tragedy. After 
her daughter's death in a drunk driving acci- 
dent, Clearlake Vice Mayor Judy Thein has 
turned the heartbreak of her loss into a posi- 
tive effort that is already making a difference 
in the community. Team DUI brings together a 
coalition of law enforcement, county officials, 
social service providers and local educators to 
teach teens about the dangers of underage 
drinking and driving under the influence. 

Team DUI’s program is designed to help 
people understand the consequences of the 
decisions they make. They provide edu- 
cational forums throughout the county, encour- 
aging prevention through teamwork, commu- 
nity prevention and problem solving. By their 
actions, they have demonstrated their willing- 
ness to go to great lengths to spread their 
message. 

Team DUI has received numerous well-de- 
served honors for their work. In 2008 alone, 
they have received Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving's Advocate Recognition award and the 
Best Idea of the Year Award from Stars of 
Lake County, among many others. 
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Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we thank Judy Thein and everyone 
at Team DUI for the remarkable work they 
have done for our community. This program 
has been remarkably successful in a short pe- 
riod of time, and | know that we will see much 
more progress in the years to come. 


EARMARK DECLARATIONS 
HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 


OF IDAHO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, in accord- 
ance with House earmark reforms, | would like 
to place in the record a listing of the congres- 
sionally-directed projects | have requested in 
my home state of Idaho that are contained in 
the report of H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Se- 
curity, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009 Appropriations Bill. | 
originally attempted to submit this statement 
on September 24, 2008, but it appears that it 
was never printed in the Congressional 
Record, so | would like to resubmit my original 
statement. 

l'd like to take just a few minutes to de- 
scribe why | support these projects and why 
they are valuable to the nation and its tax- 
payers. 

The report contains $4,000,000 in the NPPD 
Infrastructure Protection and Information Secu- 
rity account for the Power and Cyber Systems 
Protection, Analysis, and Testing Program at 
the Idaho National Laboratory. The program 
would conduct vulnerability analysis, testing, 
and protection of power and cyber connected 
systems for the Department of Homeland Se- 
curity, utilizing the unique resources available 
at the Idaho National Laboratory, such as the 
electric grid, SCADA and control systems, 
cyber and communication test beds, and the 
explosives test range. The proposed work en- 
tails collaboration with leading universities and 
other National Laboratories to leverage ongo- 
ing research at these institutions and advance 
the state-of-the-art in building resilience into 
infrastructure systems. The funding would be 
used to obtain full-scale systems in sectors of 
interest to DHS for testing of vulnerabilities, 
identification of protection strategies, and eval- 
uation of resilient designs; partner with univer- 
sities and National Laboratories to develop re- 
silient control systems; and establish a pro- 
gram that develops new protection schemes. 
The INL is uniquely placed to carry out this 
program, which would leverage its ongoing 
work in this area sponsored by DoD, DHS, 
and Intelligence Agencies and its established 
relationships with industry, universities, and 
National Laboratories. This request is con- 
sistent with the intended purpose of this ac- 
count. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is the Idaho National Laboratory, located at 
2525 North Freemont St., Idaho Falls, Idaho 
83415. 

The report contains $1,600,000 in the De- 
fense Production Act Purchases account for 
the Read Out Integrated Circuit (ROIC) Manu- 
facturing Improvement. The United States Air 
Force and the Missile Defense Agency have 
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been investigating ways to improve manufac- 
turing capabilities and improve cryogenic and 
radiation performance of these circuits. The 
thermal imagers of the future will operate in 
harsh environmental conditions for longer peri- 
ods of time and will have increased resolution 
(through increased pixel count) over the detec- 
tors of today. Maintaining a domestic source 
of this technology as well as working to en- 
hance the manufacturing capabilities of this 
critical technology arc equally as important as 
increasing the yield. Funds for this project will 
be used to establish a long-term, known US 
source; improve yields both by the manufac- 
turer and by the vendors who use the con- 
tractor as a manufacturing source; decrease 
the cycle time required in manufacturing 
ROICs and a reduction of design cycle time by 
ROIC designers; and provide a roadmap to 
meet the future needs of the ROIC designers. 
When the program is completed, ROICs will 
be available with twice the number of pixels 
for less money than the ROIC currently costs. 
This request is consistent with the intended 
purpose of this account. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is ON Semiconductor, located at 2300 Buck- 
skin Rd. Pocatello, Idaho 83201. 

The report contains $1,600,000 in the Med- 
ical Advanced Technology account for the In- 
tegrated Patient Quality Program. To directly 
enhance the patient-provider encounter, the 
Integrated Patient Quality Program will identify 
the degree to which physicians utilize con- 
sumer content integrated into the DoD Elec- 
tronic Medical Record (AHLTA) and provide 
after-visit summaries to patients, and identify 
the impact this critical medical information has 
on patients' health and their ability to make in- 
formed decisions. This phase of the project 
will build upon the requirements' definition and 
technical feasibility study performed within 
FY08 funding that developed a functional and 
technical road map, and successfully tested 
the Integrated Patient Quality concept in a de- 
velopment environment. Additionally, the Inte- 
grated Patient Quality Program will explore 
content delivery options outside of the patient- 
provider face-to-face interaction to include: se- 
cure provider/patient email, online laboratory 
results, pre-visit/test preparation, surgical deci- 
sion support, and disease management to at- 
risk patients. This request is consistent with 
the intended purpose of this account. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is Healthwise, Incorporated, located at 2601 
N. Bogus Basin Road Boise, Idaho 83702. 

The report contains $2,000,000 in the Sup- 
port Systems Development account for the Ac- 
celerator-Driven Non-Destructive Testing. The 
Idaho Accelerator Center (IAC) proposes to 
continue development of penetrating and non- 
destructive testing (NDT) techniques utilizing 
new techniques in positron annihilation spec- 
troscopy with  accelerator-based gamma- 
beams, and the use of monochromatic x-ray 
beams that are produced by colliding high- 
power laser beams with high-energy electron 
beams. Both of these core technologies have 
been under development at the IAC for sev- 
eral years and have matured to the point that 
serious in-field commercialization is possible. 
This request is consistent with the intended 
purpose of this account. 
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The entity to receive funding for this project 
is Idaho State University, located at 921 South 
8th Avenue Pocatello, Idaho 83209. 

The report contains $1,440,000 in the Elec- 
tronics Technology account for the 3-D Tech- 
nology for Advanced Sensor Systems Project. 
The military has a need for new three-dimen- 
sional (3-0) packaging of electronic systems, 
particularly sensor systems for portable appli- 
cations. The team of Boise State University 
and RTI International has developed 3-D 
processing techniques on silicon and LTCC 
platforms, including technologies for die- and 
wafer-scale bonding and 3-0) interconnects. 
These funds will allow them to apply these 
techniques to create 3-D integration and 
packaging solutions applicable to a general 
category of high performance sensor systems. 
These funds will be used to support summer 
salaries for faculty, and provide salaries for re- 
search staff, post-doctoral associates, grad- 
uate and undergraduate students. Research 
supplies, capital equipment, and travel will be 
funded as required to support the objectives of 
the project. This request is consistent with the 
intended purpose of this account. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is Boise State University, located at 1910 Uni- 
versity Drive Boise, Idaho 83725-1135. 

The report contains $1,200,000 in the Crit- 
ical Infrastructure Protection account for the 
Electric Grid Reliability/Assurance project. The 
effort will operationalize advanced electric grid 
modeling simulation and analysis capability 
that links disparate critical infrastructure sector 
models that run simultaneously and dynami- 
cally to share information providing greater un- 
derstanding of critical infrastructure status be- 
fore, during or after a destructive event. Funds 
will be used for the enhanced development of 
electric grid modeling, simulation and testing 
capabilities at the Idaho National Laboratory 
(INL). Incorporation of both real-time and dis- 
tributed system modeling capabilities will pro- 
vide expanded capabilities for analysis of sys- 
tems critical to DoD. These efforts will provide 
DoD an enhanced capability to simulate, prove 
and make recommendations for techniques to 
sustain mission operations via continued 
power generation when power from the elec- 
tric utilities is no longer present. This request 
is consistent with the intended purpose of this 
account. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is Idaho National Laboratory, located at P.O. 
Box 1625 Idaho Falls, Idaho 83415 

The report contains $1,200,000 in the Ad- 
vanced Electronics Technologies for the Hy- 
brid Power Generation System. Research has 
resulted in a breakthrough technology using 
compressed magnetic fields which can gen- 
erate power. The continued research, develop- 
ment, testing and validation of the technology 
should result in mission extension for dis- 
mounted soldiers and considerable savings by 
reducing the reliance on disposable batteries. 
Approximately $57,000 is being spent per sol- 
dier, per year on batteries alone in theatre. 
This technology will not only reduce federal 
spending needed for such batteries, but will 
considerably reduce related military logistics 
costs, reduce the amount of hazardous waste 
disposal costs (for the toxic substances used 
in battery materials), and will reduce the man/ 
machine interface by reducing the 20—30 Ibs 
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of extra batteries soldiers are currently re- 
quired to carry for extended missions. This re- 
quest is consistent with the intended purpose 
of this account. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is M2E Power, Inc., located at 875 W. 
McGregor Court, Suite 150 Boise, ldaho 
83705 

The report contains $3,200,000 in the 
Chemical and Biological Defense Program Ac- 
count for the Vacuum Sampling Pathogen Col- 
lection and Concentration project. Production 
and commercialization potential of the recently 
completed basic wet-vacuum pathogen collec- 
tion system will be further enhanced through 
completion and integration of current proto- 
type-stage “sister” technologies. The com- 
bined systems will provide safer, more accu- 
rate and faster sample collection and proc- 
essing capabilities with GPS-RFID sample site 
documentation and sample identification, plus 
handling, transport and lab traceability. Cur- 
rent outsourced production activities will be 
centralized through expanded in-house pro- 
duction facilities for more stringent cost, QC 
and delivery schedule management and con- 
trol. Integrated technology systems will im- 
prove safety, accuracy and standardization of 
bio-agent detection methods for our soldiers 
and civilian end users. This request is con- 
sistent with the intended purpose of this ac- 
count. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is Microbial-Vac Systems, Inc., located at 160 
Bridon Way, Jerome, Idaho 83338. 

The report contains $3,200,000 in the Ad- 
vanced Spacecraft Technology account for the 
Ultra Low Power Electronics. Ultra-Low Power 
(ULP) Electronics is an Air Force Research 
Lab-sponsored initiative working in collabora- 
tion with industry to develop electronics that 
require less power and provide increased effi- 
ciency. A key challenge for DoD electronics 
applications is the reduction of power con- 
sumption in the Complementary Metal Oxide 
Semiconductor (CMOS)—the technology plat- 
form used for advanced integrated circuits. 
Funding in 2009 will develop a high OPS/Watt 
ULP platform solution for DoD designers of 
electronic systems and demonstrate a base 
technology that can be rapidly scaled to meet 
general ULP industry requirements for port- 
able electronics. The project is an iterative, 
multi-lot, fabrication research and development 
effort that includes design tool and model de- 
velopment necessary to deploy the new tech- 
nology. A viable scaling method for reducing 
electronic voltage requirements and the asso- 
ciated ULP products will define an alternative 
CMOS scaling roadmap specific to portable 
technology. This program will establish a new 
technical approach and industrial capability for 
U.S. electronics. This request is consistent 
with the intended purpose of this account. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is American Semiconductor, Inc., located at 
3100 S. Vista Ave., Ste 230 Boise, Idaho 
83705. 

The report contains $800,000 in the New 
Design Ssn Account for the Highly Corrosive- 
Resistant Alloy Joining for Nuclear Applica- 
tions. This funding will be used to develop and 
test novel prototype design-for-manufacturing 
methods, flexible automated welding and in- 
spection technology for application in sub- 


24261 


marine nuclear reactor propulsion systems. 
The research will result in new joining tech- 
niques to shape highly corrosive-resistant al- 
loys to meet the requirements of underwater 
power generation and radiation containment. 
This request is consistent with the intended 
purpose of this account. 


The entity to receive funding for this project 
is Premier Technology, located at 1858 W. 
Bridge Street Blackfoot, Idaho 83221. 


The report contains $1,800,000 in the Air 
Force Military Construction Account for the 
Mountain Home AFB Logistics Readiness 
Center. The Existing Logistic Supply is a con- 
demned 53-year old wooden structure beyond 
economical repair. The building had to be 
evacuated and now 60 percent of base supply 
functions operate from temporary spaces 
across base, creating significant delays in 
troop/equipment mobilization. This negatively 
impacts the Wing's ability to demolish and re- 
locate from other substandard facilities on 
base. When funded, the Logistics Readiness 
Center will provide command and control for 
all materials in-bound and outbound, including 
freight processing, packing, crating, pallet 
buildup shop, and provide bulk and bin stor- 
age. The facility will also support secure stor- 
age and an armory and will include adminis- 
trative areas. This request is consistent with 
the intended purpose of this account. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is the 366th Wing, Mountain Home Air Force 
Base, Idaho, located at 366 Gunfighter Ave- 
nue, Ste 107, Mountain Home Air Force Base, 
Idaho 83648. 

| appreciate the opportunity to provide a list 
of Congressionally-directed projects in my dis- 
trict and an explanation of my support for 
them. 

(1.) $4 million for the Power and Cyber Sys- 
tems Protection, Analysis, and Testing Pro- 
gram; Idaho National Laboratory. 

(2.) $1,600,000 for the Read Out Integrated 
Circuit (ROIL) Manufacturing Improvement; 
ON Semiconductor. 

(3.) $1,600,000 for the Integrated Patient 
Quality Program; Healthwise Incorporated. 

(4.) $2,000,000 for the Accelerator-Driven 
Non-Destructive Testing; Idaho State Univer- 
sity. 

(5.) $1,440,000 for the 3-D Technology for 
Advanced Sensor Systems; Boise State Uni- 
versity. 

(6.) $1,200,000 for the Electric Grid Reli- 
ability/Assurance; Idaho National Laboratory. 

(7.) $1,200,000 for the Hybrid Power Gen- 
eration System; M2E Power Inc. 

(8.) $3,200,000 for the Vacuum Sampling 
Pathogen Collection and Concentration; Micro- 
bial-Vac Systems, Inc. 

(9.) $3,200,000 for the Ultra Low Power 
Electronics; American Semiconductor. 

(10.) $800,000 for the Highly Corrosive-Re- 
sistant Alloy Joining for Nuclear Applications; 
Premier Technology. 

(11.) $1,800,000 in the Air Force Military 
Construction Account for the Mountain Home 
AFB Logistics Readiness Center; Mountain 
Home Air Force Base. 
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HONORING JOSHUA CARL WITT 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Joshua Carl Witt of Blue 
Springs, MO. Joshua is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac- 
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1813, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Joshua has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Joshua has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Joshua Carl Witt for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


EE 


RECOGNIZING THE TISON FAMILY 
AS THE HOLMS COUNTY, FLOR- 
IDA FARM FAMILY OF THE YEAR 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the U.S. Congress, it is an honor for 
me to rise today to extend congratulations to 
the Tison family for being selected as the 
Holms County 2008 Outstanding Farm Family 
of the Year. 

Tison Blueberry farm is a bit of an establish- 
ment in the Southeast and it is well known 
that some of the best blueberries can be 
found there in Bonifay, FL. The entire oper- 
ation is family run and the picking is done al- 
most entirely by hand. In a time of growing 
concern over food safety, Tison Blueberry 
farm offers a unique alternative to the tradi- 
tional grocery store as its customers enjoy the 
added comfort of knowing exactly where and 
how their produce is grown. 

After retiring from teaching vocational agri- 
culture for 34 years, Jack Tison was searching 
for something that would employ his extensive 
knowledge and occupy his time. But it wasn’t 
until visiting a “u-pick” operation in Gaines- 
ville, FL that he became interested in growing 
blueberries. In the fall of 1984, Jack and his 
wife Hazel prepped five acres of land for 
planting; the subsequent harvest began just 3 
years later. Over the years, the production has 
increased exponentially. The farm now grows 
muscadine grapes and prepares various jel- 
lies, jams, and syrups. 

Every year, the north Florida Fair Associa- 
tion honors farm families in counties through- 
out north Florida that display leadership 
through farming techniques and agricultural 
production. The Farm Family of the Year 
award conveys the importance of farm fami- 
lies’ contributions to some of society’s largest 
needs including food, clothing, and building 
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supplies. Recognition of their work, as con- 
veyed by this award, encourages others in the 
community to become involved and support 
local agriculture. 

On behalf of all residents of northwest Flor- 
ida, 1 hope this family tradition continues for 
many future generations. 


EEE 


HONORING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
ARIZONA-LED PHOENIX MARS 
MISSION 


HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to pay tribute today to the team of in- 
trepid men and women at the University of Ari- 
zona who significantly advanced our knowl- 
edge of the universe through their work on the 
Phoenix Mars Mission. They were led by Peter 
Smith, principal investigator for the project. 

These 21st century explorers achieved a 
great engineering and scientific triumph earlier 
this year when the 770-pound Phoenix trav- 
eled 420 million miles and successfully 
parachuted to the rocky surface of Mars. That 
odds-defying landing, however, was only the 
beginning of Phoenix’s awe-inspiring accom- 
plishments. 

On the surface of the Red Planet, Phoenix 
harnessed the power of the sun to scoop up 
and analyze the Martian soil. This data—in- 
cluding a series of remarkable photographs— 
was transmitted back to Earth where scientists 
made what must surely be one of the most 
significant discoveries in human history: the 
presence of frozen water. 

For as long as humankind has peered into 
the heavens, we have wondered whether or 
not we are alone in the universe. From our 
earliest ancestors to medieval theologians to 
the scientists of our day, this question has 
loomed over us like the stars themselves. 
Mars has been the focus of much of this spec- 
ulation. More than 40 missions have been 
launched to explore this planet but only six 
have been successful. Foremost among them 
is the University of Arizona-led Phoenix Mars 
Mission. 

The discovery of frozen water on Mars by 
Phoenix did not definitively confirm or deny 
the age-old question of our uniqueness in the 
universe. No one ever expected it would. But 
it did give us a deeper understanding of the 
fourth planet from the sun. This new knowl- 
edge is a testimony to the creativity of the 
men and women who made Phoenix possible 
at the University of Arizona, the first public 
university to lead a mission to Mars. 

The Phoenix Mars Mission Team members 
are: Cherie Achilles, Douglas Archer, Chris 
Adams, Paul Allvin, Maria Banks, Stephanie 
Barnes, Jean Barret, Carla Bitter, Rolfe Bode, 
Matt Bomhoff, William Boynton, Robert Bovill, 
Dennis Bowers, Cassie Bowman, David 
Burke, Sanlyn Buxner, Ryan Brestel, James 
Cantone, Chewie Chu, Kevin Corcoran, Jesse 
Cornia, Michael Drake, Gerard Droege, Alex 
Ebadirad, Jacob Egan, Heather Enos, Lisa 
Fahey, Charles Fellows, Tony Ferrow, Michael 
Finch, Kenny Fine, Mike Fitzgibbon, Gwennie 
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Furr, Connie Garcia, Justin Giacotto, Gabrielle 
Gilbertsen, Joseph Gotobed, Stephen Gray, 
Dave Hamara, Sara Hammond, Lori Harrison, 
Dustin Harshman, Karl Harshman, Chelsea 
Hodson, John Hughes, Robert Jaw, Monty 
Kennedy, Hamza Kolaghsi, Frankie Kolb, Me- 
lissa Lamberton, Jeffrey Landgreen, Lynn 
Lane, Therese Lane, Pamela Larrow, Abel 
Levario, Colleen Lester, Andrew Levine, Rob- 
ert Logan, Douglas Lombardi, Peter Manning, 
Katelun May, Rick McCloskey, Evan McKelvy, 
Trevor Merkley, John Moores, Bryan 
Morgante, Sean Mulvey, Julie Norwood, Car- 
roll Oquest, Jerry  Penegor, Federico 
Pennacchini, lan Phillips, Amy Philips, John 
Pursch, Siddhartha Ray, Robert Reynolds, 
Garret Richards, Joaquin Ruiz, David Sage, 
Tisha Saltzman, Walter Seaman, Jeff Selig- 
man, Andrew Shaner, Adam Shaw, Robert 
Shelton, Chris Shinohara, Peter Smith, William 
Sperry, Lori Stiles, Johnathan Strootman, Kari 
Sturm, Roger Tanner, Lisa Tatge, Lisa Tidwell, 
Cheryl Tomoeda, Kimmie Varela, Cindi Ward, 
Heather Weisacosky, Mike Williams, Galen 
Woida, Patrick Woida, Rigel Woida, Patricia 
Wroblewski. 

| commend them for their success and for 
all they have done to expand our knowledge 
of the planet Mars. 


— 


HONORING SISTER’S JOURNEY AS 
THEY CELEBRATE THEIR 10TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 


OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, the first of 
November will mark an important milestone for 
an outstanding organization in my commu- 
nity—the 10th Anniversary of Sisters Journey. 
Founded by my dear friend, Linda White-Epps, 
as she coped with her own battle with breast 
cancer, Sisters Journey has been an invalu- 
able source of comfort, compassion, and sup- 
port for women diagnosed with this disease for 
the last decade. 

The diagnosis of breast cancer can be over- 
whelming—not only for the woman who has 
been told she has this battle to face but for 
her loved ones as well. It is important for 
women to know that they are not alone and 
that there are others who are facing com- 
parable challenges, asking the same ques- 
tions, and enduring similar hardships, phys- 
ically and emotionally. That is what Sister's 
Journey is all about. 

In facing her battle with breast cancer, Linda 
White-Epps saw the need in her community 
for a group that could help women to heal 
physically, emotionally, and spiritually. She 
recognized the need for education and advo- 
cacy, for women to share the trials and tribu- 
lations of cancer, and to celebrate survivor- 
ship. What began as a monthly support group 
meeting has grown into a community educator 
and a strong voice of advocacy for early de- 
tection and quality treatment for every woman 
fighting breast cancer. But perhaps the organi- 
zation's greatest contribution has been that of 
the Sisters Journey annual calendar. With 
each month comes the face and the story of 
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a woman still facing breast cancer or who has 
survived—each page highlighting their per- 
sonal journeys. The calendar has proven to be 
a tangible example of the encouragement, 
support, and vision that is Sister's Journey. 

Though Linda lost her battle in 2003, today 
her legacy—Sisters Journey—is carried on by 
her family; her mother Phyllis White, and her 
daughter, Dawn White-Bracey, who serves as 
its current President. Today as members gath- 
er for the annual Pink Tea, we celebrate the 
remarkable 10 years this organization has 
been supporting those struggling with the on- 
going challenges of breast cancer. | am proud 
to stand today to pay tribute to Sister's Jour- 
ney and their decade of good work. We all 
hope for a time when breast cancer will no 
longer be a threat to our health, until then, our 
community could not be more fortunate than 
to have Sister's Journey for those in need. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. JERRY WELLER 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Madam Speaker, 1 
rise today to identify an earmark that | ob- 
tained in H.R. 2638—Homeland Security Divi- 
sion D for the Coast Guard account for the 
Elgin, Joliet, and Eastern Railway Company 
Bridge, Morris, IL in the amount of $2,000,000. 

In February 1995, the Coast Guard declared 
the EJ&E Bridge across the Illinois Waterway 
to be an unreasonable obstruction to naviga- 
tion and issued an Order to Alter. The EJ&E 
Bridge is the most hit bridge on the entire in- 
land river system. 

Funding will allow design and construction 
for widening the width between the bridge 
piers. Currently, the width of the EJ&E Bridge 
is only 113 feet. Typically, barge tows that op- 
erate within the inland river system are 105 
feet wide, leaving only a total of 8 feet of room 
for the barge to fit between the piers. Accord- 
ing to the Coast Guard, modifications made to 
this bridge will save $1.1 million in damage 
each year. Funding this project will make the 
Illinois River safer for maritime traffic and will 
substantially reduce the number of accidents 
at this site. 

The entity to receive funding for this project 
is the United States Coast Guard located at 
Office of Bridge Administration, CG3-PWB 
Room 3500, U.S. Coast Guard Headquarters, 
2100 Second Street, SW., Washington, DC 
20593. It is my understanding that the funding 
would be used to the design and construction 
for widening the width between the bridge 
piers. | certify that neither | nor my spouse has 
any direct financial interest in this project. 

Consistent with the Republican Leadership's 
policy on earmarks, | hereby certify that to the 
best of my knowledge this request (1) is not 
directed to an entity or program named or will 
be named after a sitting Member of Congress 
(exception must be justified here); (2) is not in- 
tended for a "front" or "pass through" entity; 
and (3) meets or exceeds all statutory require- 
ments for matching funds where applicable. 
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HONORING HELEN JONES, M.D. 
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Dr. Helen Jones upon 
being awarded with the “Community Health 
Champions Award” at the 2008 West Fresno 
Health Care Coalition’s 4th annual “This is 
Your Life of Service” dinner and award cere- 
mony. This year the ceremony will be held at 
the Radisson Hotel Conference Center in 
Fresno, California on Friday, October 24th. 

Dr. Jones was raised in San Francisco, 
California. She graduated from Lowell High 
School, one of the oldest and most prestigious 
schools in the San Francisco school district. 
She earned a Bachelors of Arts in bio- 
chemistry from the University of California, 
Berkley and her Medical Doctorate from the 
University of California, San Francisco. Dr. 
Jones also attended classes at the Univer- 
sities of California, Irvine and Riverside and 
attended summer courses in biomedical engi- 
neering at Clark College in Atlanta, Georgia. 
She originally made her way to Fresno to train 
under Dr. Howard Morelli, the former dean at 
the University of California, San Francisco. 
Currently, Dr. Jones is in private practice with 
Internal Medicine Associates and was formerly 
with Linder-Quann Medical Group. 

In addition to being an internist, Dr. Jones 
specializes in palliative medicine, a form of 
medical care or treatment that concentrates on 
reducing the severity of disease symptoms 
rather than halting or delaying progression of 
the disease itself or providing a cure. This 
form of medicine allows seriously and termi- 
nally ill patients comfort and relief from the 
pain of their disease. Palliative care educates 
the patient on symptom management, pro- 
vides information about their illness, commu- 
nicates with the patient and their families 
about their disease and provides them with 
emotional and spiritual support. Dr. Jones has 
served as the Hospice Medical Director and 
Ethics Chair of Saint Agnes Medical Center. 
She is a past president of the Fresno Madera 
Medical Society. She has developed an obe- 
sity prevention toolkit for medical providers 
through the California Medical Association and 
has been an advocate for cleaning the air 
throughout the San Joaquin Valley. Dr. Jones 
has also served as Chair of the Fresno Unified 
School District Wellness Policy and was a 
board member of the Central California Blood 
Center. 

Dr. Jones has been a tireless advocate for 
accessible healthcare particularly in West 
Fresno. Through various faith-based and com- 
munity organizations she has assisted in pro- 
moting the awareness, prevention, and care of 
breast cancer. She is a strong believer that 
proper education and awareness in disease 
prevention is the key to keeping the residents 
of Fresno County healthy. Dr. Jones credits 
her success to her parents’ guidance. The 
family motto growing up was “Keep it real, roll 
up your sleeves and get it done.” She has 
held that motto close to her heart. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate Dr. Helen Jones upon being 
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awarded with the “Community Health Cham- 
pions Award”. | invite my colleagues to join 
me in wishing Dr. Jones many years of contin- 
ued success. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO ST. BONAVENTURE 
PARISH 


HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, | would 
like to call to your attention the work of an out- 
standing religious institution, St. Bonaventure 
Parish in Paterson, New Jersey, which is cele- 
brating its 130th Anniversary of dedicated 
service to its parishioners, and by extension, 
the greater community. 

It is only fitting that St. Bonaventure Parish 
be honored in this, the permanent record of 
the greatest democracy ever known, for all the 
spiritual home it has provided to American 
families, especially those just embarking on 
their path to the American dream, and the 
dedication to the entire community that helps 
keep this deeply rooted parish family growing 
towards the future. 

St. Bonaventure Parish was founded in 
1876 by a group of six Franciscans who had 
been expelled from Prussia by Otto Von Bis- 
marck. They came to the United States and 
asked Bishop Michael Corrigan of Newark for 
a place to live and minister. Just then, a group 
of Carmelite priests who had been displaced 
from Bavaria returned to their homeland, leav- 
ing a partially constructed monastery on 
Ramsey Street in Paterson. The Franciscans 
moved to the building and in 1877 the bishop 
elevated the church to parish status. Soon the 
monastery was completed and the religious 
community built a parish church. St. 
Bonaventure's was the area's first Franciscan 
community, and served for many years as its 
center of activity. The monastery functioned as 
a seminary, a novitiate, a retreat house and a 
motherhouse of the Holy Name Province, es- 
tablished in 1901. Thousands received the 
Franciscan habit here and began their period 
of initiation into religious life. 

From St. Bonaventure's, the Franciscans 
established dozens of missions and parishes 
in New Jersey and throughout the Eastern 
United States. Many others who studied at the 
monastery went on to serve abroad. The mon- 
astery once operated St. Anthony's Guild, 
which published countless books and pam- 
phlets here before its move to New York City. 

The parish has built its tradition by giving its 
parishioners spiritual roots in their neighbor- 
hood, providing a deep sense of community to 
those who have grown in the church, receiving 
their sacraments there, as well as welcoming 
newcomers to the surrounding area. The St. 
Bonaventure's parish family has expanded 
throughout the years to include many parish- 
ioners who have moved out of the neighbor- 
hood, but return with their families to worship 
at the parish. Building on its legacy, it is look- 
ing to reach out to some of the newest resi- 
dents around the parish, many of whom are 
from Central and South America, and just be- 
ginning their American journeys. 
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They are seeking as they move into the fu- 
ture to see more parishioners young and old 
become involved in the church's ministries that 
reach not only their faith community but the 
greater Paterson region. | am certain that St. 
Bonaventure's will continue to thrive and en- 
rich not only those who worship there but so 
many others in need throughout the area. 

The job of a United States Congressman in- 
volves so much that is rewarding, yet nothing 
compares to learning about and recognizing 
the efforts of wonderful, thriving community 
like St. Bonaventure Parish. 

Madam Speaker, | ask that you join all of 
the parishioners and clergy of St. Bonaventure 
Parish, all those whose faith has been en- 
riched throughout the years, and me in recog- 
nizing the outstanding contributions of St. 
Bonaventure Parish to the church community 
and beyond. 


— 


HONORING KENANIAH THOMAS 
REISER 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Kenaniah Thomas Reiser 
of Farley, Missouri. Kenaniah is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1028, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Kenaniah has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Kenaniah has been in- 
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Kenaniah Thomas Reiser 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


MERE 


IN RECOGNITION OF JOYCE SAND- 
ERS UPON HER RETIREMENT AS 
PUBLIC RELATIONS MANAGER 
OF EMBARQ CORPORATION 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, 1 
rise today to recognize Joyce Sanders, who is 
retiring as Public Relations Manager of 
EMBARQ Corporation. Ms. Sanders has 
played a vital role in the community service or- 
ganizations of Northwest Florida, and | am 
honored to recognize her achievements. 

Joyce Sanders moved to Northwest Florida 
in 1993, and she has been a community lead- 
er ever since. Her local leadership includes 
serving on the Board of Directors of the Fort 
Walton Beach Chamber of Commerce, the 
Board of Trustees of the Okaloosa County 
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Economic Development Council, and the 
Board of Directors of the Walton County Eco- 
nomic Development Council. Ms. Sanders is 
actively involved with the United Way of 
Okaloosa County and the March of Dimes 
WalkAmerica program. She has been a men- 
tor to numerous young women across North- 
west Florida by working with the University of 
West Florida Small Business Development 
Center. Through EMBARQ, Ms. Sanders pro- 
vides numerous scholarships to the UWF 
Women in Business Seminar and to under- 
privileged students at Northwest Florida State 
College. 

Ms. Sanders' commitment to service can be 
seen through her numerous awards, including 
her selection in 1998 as Honorary Com- 
mander for the Eglin Air Force Base 33 Fight- 
er Wing Program. This award recognizes the 
value of military and civilian partnerships, a 
fundamental component of Northwest Florida. 
Awards alone, however, cannot describe the 
true value of Ms. Sanders' service to our area. 
In the aftermath of natural disasters Hurricane 
Opal and Hurricane Ivan, Ms. Sanders used 
her position at EMBARQ to place mobile tele- 
phone trailers throughout the affected regions 
So those displaced from their homes could 
contact their families and friends. Her courage 
in the face of these disasters exemplifies Ms. 
Sanders' devotion to the people of our com- 
munity. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, | would like to thank Joyce 
Sanders for her years of public service to the 
community of Northwest Florida. Vicki and | 
wish her and her family best wishes for contin- 
ued success. 

_ ачаалал 


HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
JASON ANTHONY VAZQUEZ 


HON. RAHM EMANUEL 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of a constituent who gave his 
life in service to our country. Staff Sergeant 
Jason Anthony Vazquez, a member of the 2nd 
Battalion 122nd Field Artillery, died in support 
of Operation Enduring Freedom in Gerdia 
Seria, Afghanistan on September 17, 2008. 

Jason was taken from us too soon, but al- 
though he was only 24 years old, he had a 
profound effect оп members of his family, 
community, and workplace. 

Jason was engaged to Genevieve Gon- 
zalez, who remembers with joy the time they 
shared and the future they planned together. 
While her future will not be as she thought, 
she gains strength from the relationship they 
built and the values he imparted. To honor 
Jason, Genevieve has helped raise money to 
provide care packages and cards to the troops 
serving in Jason's unit. 

As an officer with Cook County's Depart- 
ment of Corrections, Jason always left an im- 
pression with his optimism, energy and cheer- 
fulness. To honor his memory, the Department 
has created the Jason A. Vazquez Leadership 
Award to be given to the most deserving 
Training Academy graduate each year. 
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Jason's many aunts, uncles and cousins 
gained strength from the joy he shared with 
each of them. His grandparents, Francisco 
and Leonor Vazquez, cherish the time Jason 
spent playing catch in the front yard as a 
young boy, helping with errands as he grew 
stronger, and sharing stories and wisdom as 
he grew into a man. His brother and sister, 
Jose Jr. and Janice, take comfort in the mem- 
ory of his love of music, his passion for bas- 
ketball, and his place in the center of any 
party or gathering. His parents, Jose and Lisa, 
take pride in the son who grew from a popular 
and fun-loving Schurz High School '02 class- 
mate to the dedicated young man who wore 
the uniform of this country, and made the ulti- 
mate sacrifice for us. 

Madam Speaker, | am honored to pay trib- 
ute to this young man, and | am humbled by 
his service and his sacrifice. | ask that we re- 
member Jason and his family and friends in 
our thoughts and prayers, and that we honor 
him and the rest of the men and women who 
have given their lives in service to our country. 


EE 


HONORING DEACON HENRY 
WILFORD ELLIOTT, SR. 


HON. BARBARA LEE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor the extraordinary life of Deacon Henry 
Wilford Elliott, Sr. A dedicated educator and 
family man, Henry tirelessly devoted his life to 
his community and used his many talents in 
the service of others. He passed away on No- 
vember 3, 2008. Although we have said good- 
bye to our dear friend, his spirit will live on in 
our hearts through the love he shared with us. 

Born on May 20, 1917, in Vian, Oklahoma, 
Henry was the child of Frank Van Elliott and 
Beatrice Johnson Elliott. A small and loving 
family, the Elliots had only one other child, 
Henry’s brother Othello, who preceded him in 
death. 

After graduating from Manual Training High 
School, Henry went on to college attending 
the Tuskegee Institute and Langston Univer- 
sity, respectively. While in college, Henry 
joined the Alpha Phi Alpha fraternity in 1935 
and was a founding member of the Kappa 
Omicron Lambda chapter. He graduated from 
Langston in 1938 and went on to teach high 
School for several years in Wagoner and Tal- 
lahassee, Oklahoma. 

Henry, known as Hank to his family and 
loved ones, served in the military for 21 years. 
By the time he retired he had earned the rank 
of captain. On January 11, 1943, Henry mar- 
ried the love of his life, Lydia Marie Pitts, in 
Porter, Oklahoma. This inspiring union would 
last almost 66 years, until Henry's passing. 

During the first years of their marriage, 
Henry and Lydia traveled extensively, living 
overseas in Japan and Germany as well as 
several States throughout the United States 
while Henry completed his service in the mili- 
tary. Their first child, Henry, Jr., was born in 
1952 in Alaska. Their second child, Terence 
Todd, was born in Okinawa, Japan, in 1957. 
The family eventually settled in Richmond, 
California, їп 1963. In love with their new 
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home State, Henry and Lydia remained in 
California from that point forward. They be- 
come true Californians and contributed to their 
local communities with ап uncompromising 
level of compassion and selflessness. 

Henry was a devoted educator and taught 
for many years in the Vallejo school district. 
He retired as a junior high school principal in 
1978, served on the school board for 8 years, 
and was elected board president. Throughout 
this time and after his retirement, Henry was 
relentlessly devoted to his community of 
Vallejo, his church, and services and organiza- 
tions committed to assisting those most in 
need and improving opportunities for people of 
color. 

He served in numerous capacities and 
board positions, including the Vallejo Neigh- 
borhood Housing Association and the Adkins 
Project, of which he was a founding member. 
He served on the boards of Vallejo's Fighting 
Back Partnership and Meals on Wheels, and 
was a member of the Masonic Lodge Firma 
Chapter, the Omega Boys and Girls Club, the 
Pan Hellenic Council and the Solano County 
Juvenile Justice Board. Henry was also a past 
Patron of the Eastern Star, Princess Zorah 
Chapter 470 and a lifetime member of Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars and the NAACP. 

Henry's life spanned across the most influ- 
ential, politically dynamic, and hard-fought so- 
cial justice moments in our Nation's history. 
Henry Wilford Elliott, Sr., worked hard for ev- 
erything in his life and did so with a calm and 
elegance often unmatched. The values that 
Henry developed early in his life—those of 
education, faith in God, and community serv- 
ice—would remain with him throughout the 
nine decades he witnessed. He was known as 
a hardworking and respected man who was 
cherished by all who knew him. 

On а personal note, | have had the privilege 
to have known Henry since | was 2 years old. 
He is the godfather of my sister, Beverly, and 
has been a loving part of my extended family. 
As a young girl, | fondly remember babysitting 
for Henry and Lydia. They were skilled and 
adoring parents and | often marveled at their 
unmistakable love for one another and their 
children. He was a very close friend of my 
family, and we will all miss him tremendously. 

On behalf of California's Ninth Congres- 
sional District, | would like to extend my deep- 
est condolences to the family and friends of 
Deacon Henry Elliott, Sr., especially to his 
wife, Lydia, his loving children, Henry, Jr. and 
Terence, his daughters-in-law Sabrina and 
Amanda, his granddaughters Hasana, 
Karinda, Nyeri and Imani, his sisters-in-law 
Vonia Johnson, Velma McCann and Laura 
McCann, and his brother in-law, Floyd Pitts, 
as well as a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, 
and others whom Henry dearly loved. Thank 
you for sharing this kind spirit with us. May his 
Soul rest in peace. 


HONORING TOM GOODWIN 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
along with Congressman RADANOVICH, to con- 
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gratulate Tom Goodwin upon his induction into 
the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. Mr. Goodwin 
will be honored at the 50th anniversary 
enshrinement dinner of the Fresno Athletic 
Hall of Fame on Thursday, November 6, 2008. 

Tom Goodwin excelled at every level of 
baseball which was highlighted by 14 years in 
the major leagues. He was so fast that he 
turned groundballs hit to the left side into in- 
field singles, which excited both teammates 
and fans, and frustrated opponents. After star- 
ring at Central High School in Fresno, Cali- 
fornia, he energized Bob Bennett's California 
State University, Fresno, teams for 3 seasons, 
topped by the 1989 campaign when he was 
named an All-American, the Big West Con- 
ference Player of the Year and the Bulldog's 
Male Athlete of the Year. A year earlier, Mr. 
Goodwin played in the College World Series 
and experienced Olympic glory as a center 
fielder on the gold-medal-winning U.S. team in 
Seoul. He left California State University, Fres- 
no, as a two-time NCAA stolen-base cham- 
pion. He was the Bulldog's career stolen-base 
leader with 164 and is among the school's 
Top 10 in many season, and career, offensive 
categories. 

Drafted in the first round by the Los Angeles 
Dodgers, Mr. Goodwin reached the major 
leagues in just his second season and be- 
came a regular in 1995 with the Kansas City 
Royals; hitting .288, with 50 stolen bases. He 
would go on to steal 50 or more bases during 
4 seasons, with a high of 66 during one sea- 
son. He finished his career with a total of 360 
stolen bases. His career batting average is 
.268, with 636 runs and 284 runs batted in. 
Mr. Goodwin's handling of the bat and com- 
mitment to winning is illustrated by twice lead- 
ing the American League in sacrifice bunts. 
He played in 7 postseasons with the Texas 
Rangers, Chicago Cubs and reached the 
World Series in 2002 with the Giants. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to commend 
and congratulate Tom Goodwin upon his 
achievements and induction into the Fresno 
Athletic Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mr. Goodwin congratula- 
tions on his many accomplishments. 


HONORING KYLE BRYSON EVANS 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Kyle Bryson Evans of Holt, 
Missouri. Kyle is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi- 
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1494, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Kyle has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kyle has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Kyle Bryson Evans for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
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America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


A TRIBUTE TO ANISH BERRY 
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Mr. Anish Berry. 
Mr. Berry is the President of the Diagnostic 
Imaging Group, which operates 38 diagnostic 
imaging centers, 23 of which are in New York 
and 6 in New Jersey under the name Doshi 
Diagnostic Imaging Services, as well as 16 
centers in Florida under the name Signet Di- 
agnostic Imaging Services. 

Mr. Berry helped to engineer the aggressive 
growth of the Diagnostic Imaging Group by 
leveraging hardware-and-software prowess 
with the talents of a diverse medical, technical, 
and administrative staff to deliver high-caliber 
customer service to patients and over 40,000 
referring physicians. This excellent team of 
medical professionals is paired with state of 
the art equipment in each facility where the full 
range of imaging services are offered, includ- 
ing MRI/MRA, CT, Ultrasound, X-ray, Mam- 
mography, PET/CT, Nuclear Medicine, Nu- 
clear Cardiology, DEXA, Echocardiolgraphy 
and Vascular Duplex. 

Mr. Berry takes the same aggressive ap- 
proach to his charitable works. He is the co- 
founder of the Doshi Difference Program at 
the John Bowne High School in Flushing, NY. 
This unique, selective program affords its stu- 
dents an outstanding introduction in research 
techniques as well as valuable learning experi- 
ences including scientific competitions, men- 
toring, field trips, and speakers. Mr. Berry was 
also responsible for the recent construction of 
a brand new science lab at John Bowne High 
School to further assist the students in their 
quest for educational excellence. 

Mr. Berry is also a staunch supporter of law 
enforcement, serving as the Director of the 
New York Law Enforcement Foundation, the 
Medical Director of Amtrack Police, the Direc- 
tor of the Suffolk County Police Reserves, and 
as a member of the Nassau County Police 
Reserves. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Mr. Anish Berry for his extraordinary accom- 
plishments in diagnostic imaging, science edu- 
cation, and community service. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Mr. Anish Berry. 


—— 


RECOGNITION OF MR. ROBERT 8. 
HEKEMIAN 


HON. STEVEN R. ROTHMAN 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ROTHMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
recognize Mr. Robert Hekemian, a resident of 
Saddle River, New Jersey, for his lifetime of 
dedication to the improvement of the commu- 
nity, and being awarded the Bergen Commu- 
nity College Foundation’s 2008 Medallion 
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Award of Merit for Corporate Responsibility 
and Philanthropy. 

Mr. Hekemian currently serves as Chairman 
of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of 
both Hekemian & Co., Inc., a real estate in- 
vestment, management and brokerage com- 
pany, and First Real Estate Investment Trust 
of New Jersey. He has been active in the real 
estate business for more than 6 decades, and 
is esteemed by his peers. 

Mr. Hekemian, who is of Armenian descent, 
is a devoted member of the Armenian Pres- 
byterian Church in Paramus, New Jersey and 
serves on the Board of the Armenian Mis- 
sionary Association of America. During the 
past 50 years, he has contributed substantially 
to numerous civic and community organiza- 
tions, as well as domestic and international 
charitable endeavors, both personally and 
through the Robert and Mary Jane Hekemian 
Foundation. Benefactors of the Foundation in- 
clude The New York Philharmonic, Hacken- 
sack University Medical Center, Bergen Com- 
munity College, Boy Scouts of America and 
The Young Men's Christian Association 
(YMCA). Finally, Mr. Hekemian is a devoted 
husband, father, and grandfather. He has 
been married to his loving wife Mary Jane for 
51 years, and they have been blessed with 4 
wonderful children and 7 grandchildren. 

Today, | would like to recognize Robert 
Hekemian’s leadership by example for more 
than half a century. | am proud that such an 
honorable man resides in my Congressional 
District. My constituents’ lives are better for all 
his many and generous contributions to the 
community. | offer my sincere and hearty con- 
gratulations on the occasion of this well-de- 
served and distinguished award. 


EE 
RECOGNIZING THE CHILD ADVO- 
CACY CENTER OF GENESEE 


COUNTY AWARD WINNER 
HON. DALE E. KILDEE 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in con- 
gratulating the individuals honored by the 
Child Advocacy Center of Genesee County for 
their service to the young people of the great- 
er Flint area that are the victims of child 
abuse. Genesee County expressed its grati- 
tude to these persons at a dinner on Novem- 
ber 6, 2008 in Flint, Michigan. 

The Child Advocacy Center of Genesee 
County was founded to react to allegations of 
child abuse. A multidisciplinary team responds 
by providing forensic interviews, medical eval- 
uations, therapeutic intervention, and victim 
support/advocacy. Their goal is provide these 
services to children and families in a safe and 
consistent manner. 

Three persons were honored that evening. 
The 2008 Stars for Children Awards Law En- 
forcement Officer of the Year is Detective 
Diana Mills of the Mt. Morris Township Police 
Department. The 2008 Stars for Children 
Awards Child Protective Services Worker of 
the Year is Marie Putnam. Andrea Legendre 
was named the 2008 Stars for Children 
Awards Prosecutor of the Year. 
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May the House of Representatives rise with 
me and applaud the work of these individuals. 
Their commitment to abused and vulnerable 
children is exemplary. They perform an invalu- 
able service to our community and through 
their work abused and neglected children in 
Genesee County have help for a safer, 
happier life. 


EE 


IN RECOGNITION OF MAJOR BRIAN 
SITLER, UNITED STATES AIR 
FORCE 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, | 
rise to honor the service of Major Brian Sitler, 
United States Air Force. Brian served as the 
Military Fellow in my office during the second 
session of the 110th Congress and was an in- 
tegral part of the staff. He took the lead on 9 
important portfolios: Defense/Foreign Policy, 
FEMA, Homeland Security, Immigration, Post- 
al TRICARE/Military Health Care, Labor/Trade, 
Resources/Interior/Environment, and Science 
and Technology. He also served as my sub- 
ject matter expert for important Air Force 
issues which included the Air Force Tanker re- 
placement and the BRAC-mandated Joint 
Strike Fighter beddown at Eglin Air Force 
Base. Brian’s counsel on the strategic as well 
as tactical implications was extremely valu- 
able. 

Brian’s performance in dealing with constitu- 
ents and case work should be commended. 
He effectively negotiated the executive and 
legislative barriers to solve constituent issues. 
One case in particular should be highlighted. 
He received a constituent request from a mili- 
tary retiree whose daughter was diagnosed 
with autism. Brian took the initiative to inves- 
tigate this case further and uncovered a sig- 
nificant gap between active duty and retiree 
TRICARE coverage in the Extended Care 
Health Option, ECHO, program. After bringing 
this to my attention, Brian worked with the 
Congressional Budget Office, Professional 
Staff Members from the House Armed Serv- 
ices Committee, autism advocacy groups, and 
offices of other Members of Congress and 
Senators. As a result of his diligent work, the 
$231 million bipartisan “Military Family Autism 
Equality Act” was introduced. Without Brian’s 
initiative, hard work, and attention to detail, 
this act would not have been possible. 

In addition to the accomplishments already 
noted, Brian served as a pivotal staffer and or- 
ganized escorts for two Honor Flight trips. 
Honor Flight brought 203 World War II heroes 
to visit Washington, DC's war memorials. He 
also assisted me in high level meetings with 
the Ambassadors from the Republic of Korea 
and Mauritania. He served as an outstanding 
ambassador of the United States Air Force, 
and | was proud to have him as an integral 
part of my staff. 

Brian excelled in every area and exceeded 
all fellowship expectations. While | am sad- 
dened that he will soon leave my office, | am 
delighted that Brian was selected for Squad- 
ron Command. | have no doubt that he will 
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excel in this role as a Commander, and | will 
feel comfortable knowing that the lives of our 
Airmen are in his hands. Vicki and | wish 
Brian, his wife, Suzanne, and their children, 
Meagan, Cory, Gabe, and Emily our best 
wishes for future success and happiness. 


HONORING MARSHALL FRITZ 


HON. RON PAUL 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, | rise to pay 
tribute to my friend Marshall Fritz who passed 
away on Tuesday, November 4, after a long 
battle with pancreatic cancer. Marshall was a 
true champion of freedom whose impact on 
the cause of liberty will be felt for years to 
come. 

Marshall, with his booming voice and good 
humor, was the happy warrior of the freedom 
movement, as well as the movement's Will 
Rogers. Marshall never met a fellow fighter for 
liberty, a single-issue ally, or a potential con- 
vert he did not like—and to Marshall anyone 
who did not already share his love of liberty 
was a potential convert. 

Marshall was a model of an ideological/polit- 
ical entrepreneur. In 1984, Marshall saw that 
the growth of the freedom movement was 
handicapped by the lack of an organization to 
help activists better communicate the freedom 
philosophy to the general public. While Mar- 
shall was not the first person to have this real- 
ization, he was the first person to attempt to 
remedy the situation by founding Advocates 
for Self-Government, an organization designed 
to teach activists how to effectively commu- 
nicate their principles. 

In the years since Marshall founded the Ad- 
vocates for Self-Government, the organization 
has helped countless libertarians by providing 
them with the intellectual resources necessary 
to effectively battle for a free society. 

While serving as president of the Advo- 
cates, Marshall created the World's Smallest 
Political Quiz. The quiz graphs an individual's 
political philosophy based on responses to a 
series of 10 questions that measure one's 
commitment to economic and personal liberty. 

Under Marshall's leadership, the Advocates 
undertook an aggressive program of distrib- 
uting the quiz. There is no doubt that this has 
been the Advocate's most successful and pop- 
ular program. The quiz is responsible for many 
Americans' first contact with libertarian ideas. 
While traveling around the country, | have 
often heard people say, “1 never knew | was 
a libertarian until | took the quiz!" 

In 1990, Marshall stepped down as presi- 
dent of the Advocates to found the Alliance for 
the Separation of School and State, an organi- 
zation focusing on the vital issue of parental 
control of education. Thanks in large part to 
Marshall's work, the idea that parents, not the 
government, should control education is no 
longer excluded from public debate as a 
"fringe" notion. One of the features that most 
impresses me about the Alliance is the way 
that Marshall brought libertarians, conserv- 
atives, liberals together to work for education 
freedom. 
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Anyone who knew Marshall and worked with 
him would not be surprised that he was able 
to forge a coalition of people of diverse views. 
Marshall's focus was always on building alli- 
ances and trying to persuade those with whom 
he disagreed, rather than on scoring debating 
points. While he never compromised his prin- 
ciples and never hesitated to criticize even his 
closet allies if they took what he considered 
an anti-liberty position, Marshall never person- 
alized disagreements and always treated his 
opponents with courtesy and respect. | believe 
the freedom movement would be more suc- 
cessful if more libertarians followed Marshall's 
example of never turning policy disagreements 
into personal attacks. 

All of us who care about building an effec- 
tive freedom movement owe a debt of grati- 
tude to Marshall Fritz. | join Marshall’s family 
in mourning his loss and | urge all of us who 
work for liberty to honor Marshall’s memory by 
following the example he set. 


DANIEL W. BLANKENBURG 


HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, Daniel 
W. Blankenburg first came to Washington in 
1994. He began working in Congress for Rep. 
DON MANZULLO and then Rep. Tom Ewing. He 
then served as Legislative Director to Rep. 
JOHN SHIMKUS until he moved to the private 
sector to work for the National Federation of 
Independent Businesses. In 2005, Dan de- 
cided to return to public service, and | was for- 
tunate enough to have him join our office. At 
that time, we were looking for a person to 
build coalitions and form alliances, and Dan's 
impressive record made him the perfect can- 
didate. 

In his role as Chief of Staff, Dan has made 
each decision with careful attention to ensure 
the best possible outcome. His meticulous ap- 
proach, vast knowledge and inquisitive nature 
have been tremendous assets to me person- 
ally as well as to our entire organization. | am 
always confident that Dan leaves no stone 
unturned when making decisions on my be- 
half. 

Dan's highly regarded character is dem- 
onstrated by his popularity around the capitol. 
It is difficult to walk down a hallway, enter an 
elevator or sit at a local restaurant with Dan 
without striking up a conversation with one of 
his many friends and acquaintances. While 
most of us simply wave or exchange saluta- 
tions in passing, Dan takes the time to catch 
up with friends whenever possible. There is 
even a chance for encounters with complete 
strangers if they happen to be wearing a 
Bears or Cubs hat. 

While Dan's professionalism is truly impres- 
sive, his personal qualities are also admirable. 
Dan often speaks fondly about his family: he 
enjoys visiting his parents, Millie and Dan, 
along with his grandmother, Mildred, in Colo- 
rado. Dan speaks with great pride about his 
brothers, Jason and Chip, and his sister, 
Jodie. He enjoys being an uncle to his neph- 
ew, Parken, and his nieces, Jodie and Mattes. 
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Perhaps most notably, Dan relishes every op- 
portunity he can find to talk about his lovely 
wife Cate, whom he truly adores. 

Dan is a man of great talents, and | know 
he will do well in whatever future opportunities 
he pursues. | wish him all the best wherever 
life may take him. 


HONORING HARRIS FARMS 
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor Harris Farms upon being hon- 
ored with the 2008 Baker, Peterson and 
Franklin Ag Business Award. Harris Farms 
was honored at a luncheon November 5, 2008 
held at the Radisson Conference Center in 
Fresno, CA. 

Harris Farms was founded in 1937 by Jack 
and Teresa Harris on 320 acres of prime land 
in the central California's San Joaquin Valley. 
Over the past 70 years, Harris Farms has 
grown to cover thousands of acres and has 
become one of the most vertically integrated, 
diversified and largest agribusinesses in the 
U.S. Harris Farms has grown to include Harris 
Ranch Beef Company, Harris Feeding Com- 
pany, Harris Fresh, Harris Ranch Restaurant, 
Harris Farms-Thoroughbred, Harris Ranch Inn 
and Harris Ranch Online Country Store. 

Today, under the direction of John and Car- 
ole Harris, the operation produces 33 crops in- 
cluding everything from carrots, lettuce, toma- 
toes, garlic, onions, citrus, nuts and grapes. 
Harris Ranch Beef and Harris Feeding compa- 
nies have earned a reputation as two of the 
largest and most innovative firms in the indus- 
try, pioneering the development of branded 
beef and value-added beef products. Their 
thoroughbred division breeds, trains and races 
thoroughbred horses at tracks across the 
county. The Harris Ranch Inn and Restaurant 
Serves 2,000 guests per day and showcases 
their beef products and produce. Harris Farms 
is one of the largest employers in the Coalinga 
area with 1,500 hundred employees. 

Harris Farms received the 2002 Fresno Bee 
Excellence in Business Award. John Harris 
has been recognized by his peers with State 
Fair Agriculturist of the Year, Livestock Man of 
the Year and Cattle Businessman of the Year. 
He serves on the California Horseracing 
Board, Western Growers Board and is past 
president of the American Cattleman Associa- 
tion and the California Thoroughbred Breeders 
Association. He is past chair of the St. Agnes 
Hospital Foundation Board. He has also 
served on the University of California, Davis 
Foundation, Alumni Boards and the University 
of California President's Agriculture Advisory 
Board. Carole Harris is a member of La Feliz 
Children's Hospital Guild and past member of 
the Fresno County Historical Society Board. 
Mr. and Mrs. Harris are involved with count- 
less organizations and annually award schol- 
arships to children of employees. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate Harris Farms upon being 
honored with the 2008 Baker, Peterson and 
Franklin Ag Business Award. | invite my col- 
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leagues to join me in wishing Harris Farms 
many years of continued success. 


A TRIBUTE TO KEN BURNS 
HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Mr. Ken Burns, 
one of the most celebrated documentary pro- 
ducers of our day. His films have captured the 
American experience and have forever ele- 
vated and enriched our understanding of 
American history. 

Ken Burns, born in Brooklyn, earned his 
Bachelor of Arts degree from Hampshire Col- 
lege in Amherst, Massachusetts in 1975, and 
went on to become one of the co-founders of 
Florentine Films. His first Academy Award-win- 
ning documentary was Brooklyn Bridge, in 
1981. Since then, he has produced nineteen 
more documentaries, two earning Academy 
Award nominations and seven winning Emmy 
Awards. 

Ken Burns was the director, producer, co- 
writer, chief cinematographer, music director 
and executive producer of the landmark tele- 
vision series The Civil War, considered by 
many to be his magnum opus. This film was 
the highest rated series in the history of Amer- 
ican Public Television and attracted an audi- 
ence of 40 million during its premiere in Sep- 
tember 1990. The series has been honored 
with more than forty major film and television 
awards, including two Emmy Awards, two 
Grammy Awards, the Producer of the Year 
Award from the Producer's Guild, the People's 
Choice Award, the Peabody Award, the Du- 
Pont-Columbia Award, the D.W. Griffiths 
Award, and the $50,000 Lincoln Prize, among 
dozens of others. 

Ken Burns most recent documentary, The 
War, tells the story of the Second World War 
from the personal perspectives of men and 
women from Waterbury, CT, Mobile, AL, Sac- 
ramento, CA, and Luverne, MN. Airing in the 
fall of 2007, it was the most watched series in 
the last ten years on PBS. One hundred and 
seventeen PBS stations across the nation par- 
ticipated in some form of community outreach 
and nearly 30,000 educator guides went to 
every high school in the country. As was 
hoped, “The War" started a massive national 
dialog about this most cataclysmic event in the 
history of the United States. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Mr. Ken Burns for igniting a passion for Amer- 
ican history in millions of Americans through- 
out his prodigious filmmaking career. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Mr. Ken Burns. 


WHEN WILL BAILOUTS STOP 
HON. VIRGINIA FOXX 


OF NORTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, last Decem- 
ber, | joined 99 of my House colleagues in op- 
posing H.R. 6, the Energy Independence and 
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Security Act of 2008 which authorized a $25 
billion bailout for the automobile industry. Nine 
months later, | voted against H.R. 2638 which 
designated $7.5 billion in emergency funding 
for the bailout. Now Detroit is asking for an 
additional $25 billion as Democrat leaders line 
up to deem this industry "too big to fail." 
When will it stop? What means of production 
are next in line for seizure by our centralized 
government? 

Detroit automakers' management and labor 
unions have created a toxic combination of 
poor decision-making that has led to this 
mess. | understand that prepaid pensions de- 
creased by $16.6 billion or 82.1 percent to 
$3.6 billion on September 30, 2008 from $20.2 
billion on December 31, 2007 and by $15.3 
billion or 80.9 percent from $18.9 billion on 
September 30, 2007. These decreases are 
due to: (1) losses of $6.3 billion on the hourly 
and salaried pension plan asset portfolio; (2) 
recording a $2.7 billion liability related to the 
Settlement Agreement; (3) recording a $2.7 
billion liability due to the increase in the 
monthly pension benefit paid to salaried OPEB 
plan participants as compensation for the 
elimination of post-65 healthcare benefits; (4) 
the transfer of $2.1 billion of Delphi pension li- 
abilities to GM; and (5) recording a $2.0 billion 
increase due to the 2008 UAW and IUE-CWA 
Special Attrition programs. There are some 
who believe that this means that after com- 
bining General Motor's cash losses, and with 
the losses disclosed in GM's most recently 
filed SEC 10Q form, it totals about $23 billion. 
Therefore a $25 billion bailout is little more 
than a three month band-aid. 

The accompanying Wall Street Journal edi- 
torial outlines the perils of pursuing this latest 
bailout. It is my hope that Congressional lead- 
ers will reject this latest misguided effort to 
bailout industries that have made poor deci- 
sions at the expense of those who have not. 

NOVEMBER 10, 2008. 
NATIONALIZING DETROIT 

In the Washington mind, there are two 
kinds of private companies. There are suc- 
cessful if "greedy" corporations, which can 
always afford to pay more taxes and tolerate 
more regulation. And then there are the cor- 
porate supplicants that need а handout. As 
the Detroit auto makers are proving, you 
can go from being the first to the second in 
the blink of an election. 

For decades, Congress has never had a sec- 
ond thought as it imposed tighter emissions 
standards on GM, Ford and Chrysler, de- 
nouncing them for making evil SUVs. Yet 
now that the companies are bleeding cash, 
and may be heading for bankruptcy, sud- 
denly the shrinking Big Three are the latest 
candidates for a taxpayer bailout. One $25 
billion loan facility has already been signed 
into law, and Senator Debbie Stabenow (D., 
Mich.) wants another $25 billion, this time 
with no strings attached. 

Speaker Nancy Pelosi and Senate Majority 
Leader Harry Reid met last week with com- 
pany and union officials, and they later sent 
a letter urging Treasury Secretary Henry 
Paulson to bestow cash from the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program (Tarp) on the compa- 
nies. Barack Obama implied at his Friday 
press conference that he too favors some 
kind of taxpayer rescue of Detroit, though 
no doubt he'd like to have President Bush's 
signature on the check so he won't have to 
take full political responsibility. 

We hope Messrs. Bush and Paulson just say 
no. The Tarp was intended to save the finan- 
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cial system from collapse, not to be à honey 
pot for any industry running short of cash. 
The financial panic has hit Detroit hard, but 
its problems go back decades and are far 
deeper than reduced access to credit among 
car buyers. As a political matter, the Bush 
Administration is also long past the point 
where it might get any credit for helping De- 
troit. But it will earn the scorn of taxpayers 
if it refuses to set some limits on access to 
the Tarp. If Democrats want to change the 
rules next year, let them do it on their own 
political dime. 

A bailout might avoid any near-term bank- 
ruptcy filing, but it won't address Detroit's 
fundamental problems of making cars that 
Americans won't buy and labor contracts 
that are too rich and inflexible to make 
them competitive. As Paul Ingrassia notes 
nearby, Detroit's costs are far too high for 
their market share. While GM has spent bil- 
lions of dollars on labor buyouts in recent 
years, they are still forced by federal mile- 
age standards to churn out small cars that 
make little or no profit at plants organized 
by the United Auto Workers. 

Rest assured that the politicians don't 
want to do a thing about those labor con- 
tracts or mileage standards. In their letter, 
Ms. Pelosi and Mr. Reid recommend such 
“taxpayer protections" as "limits on execu- 
tive compensation and equity stakes" that 
would dilute shareholders. But they never 
mention the UAW contracts that have done 
so much to put Detroit on the road to ruin. 
In fact, the main point of any taxpayer res- 
cue seems to be to postpone a day of reck- 
oning on those contracts. That includes even 
the notorious UAW Jobs Bank that con- 
tinues to pay workers not to work. 

A Detroit bailout would also be unfair to 
other companies that make cars in the U.S. 
Yes, those are "foreign" companies in the 
narrow sense that they are headquartered 
overseas. But then so was Chrysler before 
Daimler sold most of the car maker to Cer- 
berus, the private equity fund. Honda, Toy- 
ota and the rest employ about 113,000 Amer- 
ican auto workers who make nearly four mil- 
lion cars a year in states like Alabama and 
Tennessee. Unlike Michigan, these states 
didn't vote for Mr. Obama. 

But the very success of this U.S. auto in- 
dustry indicates that highly skilled Amer- 
ican workers can profitably churn out cars 
without being organized by the UAW. A bail- 
out for Chrysler would in essence be assist- 
ing rich Cerberus investors at the expense of 
middle-class nonunion auto workers. Is this 
the new ‘‘progressive’’ era we keep reading 
во much about? 

The car makers say that bankruptcy is un- 
thinkable and ‘‘not an option." And bank- 
ruptcy would certainly be expensive, not 
least for Washington itself, which could be 
responsible for 600,000 or so retiree pensions 
through the Pension Benefit Guaranty Corp. 
In that sense, the bailout is intended to res- 
cue the politicians from having to honor 
that earlier irresponsible guarantee. But at 
least that guarantee would be finite. If Uncle 
Sam buys into Detroit, $50 billion would only 
be the start of the outlays as taxpayers were 
obliged to protect their earlier investment in 
uncompetitive companies. 

If our politicians can't avoid throwing tax- 
payer cash at Detroit, then they should at 
least do so in a way that really protects tax- 
payers. That means handing a receiver the 
power to replace current management, zero 
out current shareholders, and especially to re- 
write labor and other contracts. Anything less 
is merely a payoff to Michigan politicians and 
their union allies. 
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HONORING U.S. ARMY SERGEANT 
JOSE REGALADO 


HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. SOLIS. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
pay tribute to U.S. Army SGT Jose Regalado 
who died while serving our country. 

SGT Jose Regalado was from El Sereno, 
California. He was born on May 11, 1985, and 
attended Sierra Park Elementary School, El 
Sereno Middle School, and Woodrow Wilson 
High School. As a high school student, Ser- 
geant Regalado joined the Junior ROTC 
where he worked hard to move up the JROTC 
ranks. He earned the position of cadet bat- 
talion command sergeant major, the highest 
noncommissioned officer position in the bat- 
talion, and received several of the highest 
awards possible. 

Sergeant Regalado enlisted in the United 
States Army on July 22, 2003. He was a 
member of K Troop, 3rd Squadron, 3rd Ar- 
mored Calvary Regiment from Fort Hood, 
Texas. 

On May 3, 2007 Sergeant Regalado married 
Sharri J. Ford, and on August 6, 2008, they 
were blessed with the birth of their daughter, 
Jaime. Sergeant Regalado was allowed to re- 
turn to the United States for 18 days to meet 
his daughter; it would be the first and last time 
he would spend time with her. Sergeant 
Regalado lost his life on November 12, 2008, 
in Mosul, Iraq, as the result of injuries sus- 
tained from small arms fire. 

As a young man, Sergeant Regalado en- 
riched the lives of his surrounding El Sereno 
community. His JROTC instructors recall his 
competitive spirit and noted that while he was 
very demanding of his cadets, he was well 
liked and respected. He was a devoted father, 
even carrying the ultrasound of his unborn 
daughter in his pocket while in Iraq. He was 
a loving husband and the proud son of Jose 
and Raquel Regalado. 

Sergeant Regalado served this country with 
courage, pride and loyalty. He gave the ulti- 
mate sacrifice to our country and for that we 
will be forever grateful to him and his family. 
My prayers and deepest sympathy go out to 
his wife and young daughter, family and 
friends. 


——— 


IN RECOGNITION OF MADISON 
FORTENBERRY 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to recognize Madison Fortenberry, whose in- 
credible contributions to the field of robotics at 
the age of 16 serve as an example to young 
Americans throughout the United States. 

Mr. Fortenberry, a junior at Pace High 
School in Pace, Florida, has been pursuing his 
interests in science and technology from an 
early age. He utilizes multiple computer pro- 
gramming languages and works with a variety 
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of micro-controllers in the creation of his robot- 
ics systems. While maintaining a perfect 4.0 
grade point average, Madison finds time to 
teach both basic electronics and micro-con- 
troller programming to his high school Robot- 
ics Club and to conduct his own robotics sum- 
mer camp for elementary school children. 
Madison has spent years studying and cre- 
ating robotic systems, but his recent achieve- 
ment deserves special recognition. Recently, 
he built a full-size, operational robot that can 
perform multiple autonomous tasks around 
Pace High School. The "Versatile General- 
Purpose Experimental Robot," or VGER, has 
the ability to accept a message from the 
school’s front office, ascertain a student's 
scheduled location, deliver the message, and 
record a response for delivery back to the 
front office. This self-navigating robot is 5 feet 
tall, weighs over 200 pounds, contains 2 full 
computers and 11 micro-controllers, and even 
carries another small explorer robot that it can 
release to perform minor tasks. Robots like 
the VGER are usually developed in the ad- 
vanced engineering labs of major universities; 
however, Mr. Fortenberry has created his 
robot with little assistance from his teachers. 
To have accomplished this enormous feat at 
such a young age is a testament to Madison's 
dedication and passion in the robotics field. 
Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, | am proud to honor Madi- 
son Fortenberry for his accomplishments in ro- 
botics, and | wish this young northwest Florida 


leader the best of luck on his future 
endeavours. 

Í R— 
REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 


TERRI BARTLETT AND HER CON- 
TRIBUTIONS TO WOMEN'S RE- 
PRODUCTIVE HEALTHCARE IN 
THE U.S. AND AROUND THE 
WORLD 


HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 


OF MINNESOTA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, throughout my public career | have 
been a vocal and determined supporter of 
women’s reproductive healthcare, safe moth- 
erhood and the belief that all couples have a 
right to plan their family size by ensuring that 
women have access to voluntary family plan- 
ning services. | want women in the U.S. and 
in every corner of the world to be healthy. 
Achieving this goal takes hard work and the 
commitment of people with passion, intellect 
and a drive to ensure that women have the 
right to make choices about their own 
healthcare needs. 

In Congress, | have the privilege of voting to 
support women’s reproductive healthcare, but 
there are many other important people who do 
the hard work everyday that makes the real 
differences in women’s lives. | had the honor 
of working with one such person who dedi- 
cated her life to serving the health needs of 
women and their families. 

Terri Bartlett was a champion for women 
and their families. She dedicated three dec- 
ades of her life to ensuring the most basic 
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right women so often are denied—the right to 
access safe reproductive healthcare. 

| got to know Terri in 2005 in her capacity 
as Vice President for Public Policy and Stra- 
tegic Initiatives at Population Action Inter- 
national. Her mantra was expanding access to 
contraception for the poorest women on the 
planet to keep them productive, healthy and 
alive. Terri impressed me with her energy, 
good political sense, and tireless commitment. 

When Terri and | met it was not a good time 
in Congress to be advocating for women's re- 
productive rights. Women healthcare was on 
the defensive and the world's poorest women 
who needed U.S. support the most were in- 
creasingly being ignored. Their pain, their 
hopes and their desire for healthier children 
and control of their own lives was never ig- 
nored by Terri. She was their champion. She 
was often their voice in the halls of Congress. 

As we look ahead, with the election of 
President-Elect Barack Obama and strong 
Democratic majorities in the U.S. House and 
Senate, the issues of women's reproductive 
healthcare and family planning will once again 
be the focus of constructive action and hope- 
fully increased funding that will put the needs 
of women first—women in the U.S., as well as 
women in poor villages in Ethiopia and in the 
slums of Nairobi. This was the moment and 
the goal that Terri Bartlett worked so hard to 
achieve. The repeal of the Global Gag Rule, 
reinvestment in family planning, and making 
the lives of poor women a priority were Terri's 
fights and she fought tirelessly. 

On Saturday, November 8, 2008, Terri Bart- 
lett died unexpectedly in Nashville, TN. Her 
passing was a great shock and loss to friends, 
colleagues and those who loved her. This was 
a sad loss for me personally. 

In my work 1 get to meet many, many peo- 
ple who try and influence public policy. Terri 
Bartlett’s work and life went beyond shaping 
public policy. She helped to improve life for 
millions of women who never knew her. | am 
grateful for Terris work and | am thankful she 
entered my life. She will be missed by many, 
including me. 


EE 


WORLD REMEMBRANCE FOR ROAD 
CRASH VICTIMS AND THEIR 
FAMILIES 


HON. ROBERT WEXLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. WEXLER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
in observance of the World Day of Remem- 
brance for Road Crash Victims and their Fami- 
lies, which was on Sunday, November 16, 
2008, and to remember the countless victims 
of road crashes worldwide and offer my sin- 
cerest condolences to their families. Each 
year, road traffic crashes kill nearly 1.3 million 
people worldwide and injure over 50 million 
more. It is time for drastic measures to be 
taken to counter this unacceptable statistic, 
and until we take such action, the number of 
deaths and disabilities from road traffic crash- 
es will continue to increase. At the current rate 
of growth, road traffic accidents will be the 
eighth leading cause of death by the year 
2030. 
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The unfortunate reality of traffic accidents is 
that they are indiscriminate and affect victims 
regardless of age and class. Globally, more 
than 40% of all road traffic deaths occur 
among individuals under 25 years old, and 
crashes are the second leading cause of 
death for young people aged 5-25 years. 
Road crashes also come at a great cost to the 
global economy. It is estimated that road traf- 
fic crashes cost $518 billion globally each 
year. In developing countries, road traffic 
crashes have a dramatic impact on their frag- 
ile economies, costing an estimated $100 bil- 
lion, often exceeding the total amount received 
by these countries in development assistance. 

The real tragedy is that road traffic crashes 
are predictable and can be prevented. It is 
critical that America play an active role do- 
mestically and internationally to address traffic 
accidents. Many countries have achieved 
sharp reductions in the number of crashes and 
the frequency and severity of traffic-related in- 
juries by addressing key issues, but this 
progress can be enhanced by encouraging 
governments to create lead road safety agen- 
cies in the image of our lead road safety 
agency, the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA). Additionally, the Con- 
gressional Caucus on Global Road Safety, 
which | am privileged to co-chair with Con- 
gressman Chris Van Hollen of Maryland, is in- 
volved in efforts to encourage governments to 
improve reporting standards for deaths of their 
citizens abroad from road crashes so that 
more light can be shed light on the impact of 
this global epidemic. 

As more Americans travel globally and more 
of our college students participate in study 
abroad programs in developing countries 
around the world, many of them will be at risk 
of injury or death due to hazardous traffic con- 
ditions. Now is the time to do whatever is pos- 
sible to keep them safe, and it is essential as 
the international community stands together in 
remembrance of global road traffic victims that 
the United States join the United Nations, 
NGOs, and foreign governments in commemo- 
rating this important day and work swiftly to 
implement policies that will prevent further ac- 
cidents and the needless loss of life. 


€ 


A TRIBUTE TO DR. OVIDIO JOSEPH 
FALCONE 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Dr. Ovidio Joseph 
Falcone. Dr. Falcone, born in Salerno, Italy 
and raised in Yonkers, New York, displayed a 
passion for science, math, and sports from an 
early age, attending Manhattan College and 
obtaining his BS degree in Biology. 

Dr. Falcone began his medical career in 
1982, when he entered the New York College 
of Podiatric Medicine, obtaining his D.P.M. 
and beginning his residency at the Interfaith 
Medical Center in 1986, serving as its Chief 
Resident from 1987 to 1988 and later as its 
On-Site Director. 

Dr. Falcone later became the Director of the 
Podiatric Surgical Division in 1998, developing 
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one of the strongest Podiatric Surgical Resi- 
dency Programs in the country as well as a 
dedicated, vibrant Podiatric Surgical Service at 
IMC. 

Dr. Falcone is a member of the American 
Board of Podiatric Surgery, a Fellow of the 
American College of Foot and Ankle Sur- 
geons, and is a member of the Council on 
Podiatric Medical Education. In addition to 
these responsibilities at Interfaith Medical Cen- 
ter, Dr. Falcone has private practices in 
Queens and Brooklyn. 

Dr. Falcone has a deep love for teaching 
the art of surgery, a strong commitment to 
family, and a passion for patient care. He is 
committed to serving the underprivileged and 
he believes that there is a sense of fulfillment 
in knowing you participated in helping those 
that are in need. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Dr. Ovidio Joseph Falcone for his extraor- 
dinary accomplishments at the Interfaith Med- 
ical Center. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Dr. Ovidio Joseph 
Falcone. 


HONORING STEPHEN BAKER 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
along with Congressman RADANOVICH to con- 
gratulate Stephen Baker upon his induction 
into the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Baker will be honored at the 50th anniversary 
enshrinement dinner of the Fresno Athletic 
Hall of Fame on Thursday, November 6, 2008. 

A sportswriter once said that Stephen 
Baker, at 5-foot-8, 160 pounds, was built more 
for gymnastics than for football. But with his 
lightning quickness, sure hands and gritty 
toughness, the wide receiver earned one of 
the game's enduring nicknames— "the touch- 
down maker." He was given the catchy mon- 
iker at West Los Angeles College, where he 
scored 31 touchdowns in two seasons, before 
starring at California State University Fresno 
for two seasons and playing six seasons with 
the New York Giants (1987—1992). With the 
Bulldogs, he was a frequent target of NCAA 
record-setting quarterback Kevin Sweeney, 
burning opponents for sixty-two receptions, an 
amazing 26.3 yards per catch and sixteen 
touchdowns over two seasons. He closed his 
collegiate career by catching a thirty-six yard 
Scoring pass that gave the West All-Stars a 
victory in the Japan Bowl. 

Drafted in the third round by the New York 
Giants, Mr. Baker earned the respect of 
Coach Bill Parcels with his ability to elude de- 
fenders and hang onto the ball. Over the 
course of his NFL career, he lost just one fum- 
ble. He started fifty-three games for the Giants 
and finished his career with one hundred and 
forty-one receptions, an 18.3 yards-per-catch 
average and twenty-one touchdowns. His best 
season was 1988, when he hauled in forty 
passes and scored seven times. The highlight 
of Bakers NFL career came in Superbowl 
XXV, as the Giants defeated the Buffalo Bills 


EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


20—19. He caught two passes—one of them a 
fourteen yard touchdown pass from Jeff 
Hostetler with just twenty-five seconds left in 
the first half to cut the Giants' deficit to 12—10. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to commend 
and congratulate Stephen Baker upon his 
achievements and induction into the Fresno 
Athletic Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mr. Baker congratulations 
on his many accomplishments. 


Ea 


COMMEMORATING THE 100TH ANNI- 
VERSARY OF THE MENDOCINO 
STUDY CLUB 


HON. MIKE THOMPSON 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to recognize the 
Mendocino Study Club for outstanding and 
distinguished service to citizens of the village 
and north coast of Mendocino, California, on 
the occasion of its centennial anniversary. 

Since its founding by seven women on Oc- 
tober 30, 1908, when Mendocino was still re- 
covering from the California earthquake and 
fires of 1906, the Mendocino Study Club has 
been an intelligent and considerate force 
adapting to and addressing the issues of the 
times. The original members traveled by horse 
and buggy for the first decade in order to get 
together on the isolated and rugged 
Mendocino Coast. 

In the early years Study Club members met 
to discuss reading assignments and inter- 
national cultural and historical topics. It wasn't 
two years before they were also a contributing 
force to worthy causes. For many years the 
MSC was in charge of the local American Red 
Cross Drive. Active during the First World 
War, they gave to war related causes, and 
during the Depression focused on local needs. 
Health and dental care, education and safety 
became the stalwart causes for which the 
MSC has been particularly philanthropic. 

In 1943, the MSC began its scholarship pro- 
gram with $100 to study nursing. Since then, 
members have granted more than $178,400 to 
high school graduates, as well as to recipients 
for reentry and job upgrade pursuits, and to 
economic enterprises. Their Country Christ- 
mas bazaar of handcrafted items supports the 
club programs including scholarships, and hu- 
manitarian and civic projects. The Mendocino 
Community Library is the longest running leg- 
acy, initiated by the Study Club in 1947 and 
incorporated in 1979. In 1988 the Mendocino 
Community Library moved into its own building 
which continues to be staffed and supported 
by the MSC. 

Throughout the decades the MSC has been 
active in improving the quality of life for local 
residents through their support of such vital 
entities as the Mendocino Coast District Hos- 
pital, Mendocino Historical Research, Inc., 
Sherwood Oaks nursing home, Meals on 
Wheels, Hospitality House, a new firehouse, 
soup kitchens, the Senior Lunch Program and 
the Food Bank, to name a few. In addition to 
financial and volunteer support MSC has ad- 
vocated on issues on behalf of school lunches 
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to Congress, for highway safety to the state of 
California, and rural community libraries to the 
County of Mendocino. 

Their 2008 centennial activities have in- 
cluded heritage rose plantings, a centennial 
quilt, and, in honor of the history of the unique 
village of Mendocino, the creation of walking 
tour brochures as a birthday gift to community. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring the Mendocino Study Club for 
100 years of good deeds on the Mendocino 
coast. This exemplary organization lives up to 
its purpose to promote the highest spiritual, in- 
tellectual and cultural opportunities for its 
members, to provide for leadership of women 
in the community, and to provide service to 
the community. It is with pleasure that | have 
the honor to commend the good work and fu- 
ture of the Mendocino Study Club. 


TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL TOBIN 


HON. JOE COURTNEY 


OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, Michael 
Tobin was an exceptional academic leader, a 
devoted and loving family man, and friend to 
many. While his passing brings great sadness, 
the memories of this extraordinary man bring 
solace to our community. 

Early in life, Michael attended the University 
of Connecticut, where he was an active partic- 
ipant in ROTC. Following graduation, he en- 
tered the Air Force and served as a Second 
Lieutenant. He subsequently earned his PhD 
from the West Michigan University and would 
go on to teach at Southern Connecticut State 
University. 

Between 1976 and 1992, Michael was a 
professor at Southern Connecticut State Uni- 
versity. During his tenure, he taught edu- 
cational leadership to students from our com- 
munity and communities across the Nation 
and abroad. His professional work inspired 
countless students and instilled the qualities 
that we need in our future educational leaders. 

Beyond these professional achievements, 
Michael was a devoted and loving family man. 
In his passing, the love shared by his exten- 
sive family reflects the strong bond that he 
shared with each. 

Throughout these journeys, Michael called 
Vernon, Connecticut his home since 1963. He 
was an excellent neighbor and even better 
friend and his presence will certainly be 
missed. Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues 
to join me and my constituents in honoring his 
life and offering condolences to his family. 


HONORING JERRY PRIETO, JR. 


HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor Jerry Prieto, Jr. upon being 
honored with the 2008 Greater Fresno Area 
Chamber Agriculturist of the Year. Mr. Prieto 
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was honored at a luncheon November 5, 
2008, held at the Radisson Conference Center 
in Fresno, CA. 

Jerry Prieto, Jr. is a native of Corcoran, CA. 
He is the son of a former migrant farm worker 
and was raised in a small town with a small 
family. Mr. Prieto attended California State 
University, Fresno and obtained his bachelor's 
of science degree in Plant Science. In 1973, 
he began working for the Fresno County De- 
partment of Agriculture as a Seasonal Agricul- 
tural Aide assigned to track the removal and 
planting of permanent crops. He quickly be- 
came a Seasonal Agricultural Inspector as- 
signed to the inspection of cantaloupes and 
grapes. In 1974, he worked on the Citrus 
White Fly eradication project and on June 28th 
was hired as a full-time Agricultural Inspector 
assigned to the Fresno District performing 
plant quarantine and pest detection inspec- 
tions. He also performed inspections on pes- 
ticide use, farm worker safety, seeds, and 
nurseries. In 1977, he was transferred to the 
egg inspection division where he performed 
egg quality inspections. 

Mr. Prieto was appointed as the Supervising 
Agricultural Biologist in charge of the egg in- 
spection program in 1979. Within a year he 
was promoted to the position of Deputy Agri- 
cultural Commissioner in charge of the Grower 
and Consumer Protection Division responsible 
for the enforcement of laws and regulations 
pertaining to fruit, vegetable, and egg quality. 
In this position he was also responsible for 
gathering crop statistics and producing the An- 
nual Crop and Livestock Report. By 1984, Mr. 
Prieto had transferred to Deputy Agricultural 
Commissioner of the Environmental Protection 
Division, where he enforced the laws and reg- 
ulations pertaining to pesticide use, farm work- 
er safety, and the coordination of the installa- 
tion and implementation of the Fresno County 
Department of Agriculture's first computerized 
restricted use pesticide permit. 
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In 1989, Mr. Prieto left the Fresno County 
Department of Agriculture and took a position 
as a Senior Personnel Analyst with the Human 
Resources Division of the Fresno County Per- 
sonnel Department. He supervised the coun- 
ty's labor relations, recruitment and exam pro- 
grams. In 1993, he was appointed Fresno 
County Resource Manager. He was respon- 
sible for solid waste issues throughout the 
county and operated the American Avenue 
Regional Landfill, the Southeast Regional 
Landfill and the Coalinga Landfill. He was also 
responsible for providing road maintenance, 
street lighting, garbage collection, parks, and 
sewer and water services to 90 special dis- 
tricts. 

Mr. Prieto was appointed to the position of 
Fresno County Agricultural Commissioner/ 
Sealer of Weight and Measures exactly 25 
years after he began working for the depart- 
ment. He was responsible for promoting and 
regulating the Nation’s highest agriculture pro- 
ducing area. Mr. Prieto was appointed Chair- 
man of Secretary Kawamura’s AB 771 Hon- 
eybee/Seedless Mandarin Co-Existence Work- 
ing Group. Mr. Prieto also served as a mem- 
ber of Governor Gray Davis’ State Committee 
on Terrorism and the Western Weights and 
Measures Association Board of Directors. He 
served as the first Chairman of the California 
Agriculture Commissioners and Sealers Asso- 
ciation’s Food Safety and Agriculture Security 
Committee. He served as Chairman of the 
Fresno County Department Heads Council for 
4 years. He is a member of the California 
State University, Fresno Agricultural Plant 
Science Advisory Committee and the Fresno 
County Farm Bureau. He is the Chairman of 
the Fresno County Council of Governments 
Model Farmland Preservation Committee and 
the Fresno County Land Conservation Com- 
mittee. He is a past president of the California 
Agricultural Commissioners and Sealers Asso- 
ciation. Mr. Prieto served as a judge for the 
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Future Farmers of America California State 
Final competition for 23 years. For all of his 
service he has been honored with the “Distin- 
guished Service Award” from the Fresno 
County Farm Bureau, and the “Service 
Award” from the Fresno-Kings Counties 
Cattleman’s Association. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate Jerry Prieto upon being 
awarded as the 2008 Greater Fresno Area 
Chamber Agriculturist of the Year. | invite my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Mr. Prieto 
many years of continued success. 


M EE 


SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys- 
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com- 
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit- 
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com- 
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor- 
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, No- 
vember 20, 2008 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today’s RECORD. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, November 20, 2008 


The House met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem- 
pore (Mr. MCNULTY). 


EE 


DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
November 20, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL R. 
McNULTY to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


EE 
PRAYER 


The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord God, in You is light and salva- 
tion. Because You have compassion on 
our darkness, we always live with ex- 
pectations of a new day. Be ever- 
present and shed Your light upon the 
Members of Congress. 

When confronted by the complexity 
of problems to be addressed, grant sin- 
gle-mindedness and focus on justice. 
When confused by many voices of con- 
cern and advice, let the truth of Your 
Word be heard. When aware of limita- 
tions and the passing of time, provide 
patience and understanding of others 
and the ability to seize the present mo- 
ment to accomplish Your holy will. For 
You are ever-faithful, God with us, now 
and forever. 

Amen. 


Ыы 
THE JOURNAL 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day's proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour- 
nal stands approved. 


Ыы 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Ohio (Mr. LATTA) come 
forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. LATTA led the Pledge of Alle- 
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


Ыы 
MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 


A message from the Senate by Ms. 
Curtis, one of its clerks, announced 


that the Senate has passed without 
amendment a bill of the House of the 
following title: 

H.R. 2040. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo- 
ration of the semicentennial of the enact- 
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate agrees to the amendments of 
the House to the bill (S. 1193) “Ап Act 
to direct the Secretary of the Interior 
to take into trust 2 parcels of Federal 
land for the benefit of certain Indian 
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico." 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to provisions of Public Law 
110-843, the Chair, on behalf of the Re- 
publican Leader, appoints the fol- 
lowing individual as à member of the 
Congressional Oversight Panel: 

The Senator from New Hampshire 
(Mr. GREGG). 


—— e 


REAPPOINTMENT AS MEMBER TO 
UNITED  STATES—CHINA ECO- 
NOMIC AND SECURITY REVIEW 
COMMISSION 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to section 1238(b)(3) of the Floyd D. 
Spence National Defense Authorization 
Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (22 U.S.C. 7002), 
amended by division P of the Consoli- 
dated Appropriations Resolution, 2008 
(22 U.S.C. 6901) and the order of the 
House of January 4, 2007, the Chair an- 
nounces the Speaker's reappointment 
of the following member on the part of 
the House to the United States-China 
Economic and Security Review Com- 
mission, effective January 1, 2009: 

Mr. Michael Wessel, Falls Church, 
Virginia. 

a 
COMMUNICATION FROM THE HON- 
ORABLE RAY LAHOOD, MEMBER 
OF CONGRESS 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Honorable RAY 
LAHOOD, Member of Congress: 


NOVEMBER 19, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Office of the Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: This is to formally 
notify you, pursuant to Rule VIII of the 
Rules of the House of Representatives, that 
my office has been served with a criminal 
trial subpoena for documents issued by the 
U.S. District Court for the Central District 
of Illinois. This relates to a constituent mat- 
ter. Two of my district offices have casework 
files that are relevant to the investigation 
and charges filed. 

After consulting with the Office of General 
Counsel, I have determined that compliance 


This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., 


with the subpoena is consistent with the 
privileges and rights of the House. 
Sincerely, 
Ray LAHOOD, 
Member of Congress. 


EE 


RECESS 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 10 o'clock and 5 min- 
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 


Ыы 
1500 


AFTER RECESS 


The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas) at 3 
p.m. 


— 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Honorable JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, Republican Leader: 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, November 19, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, U.S. Capitol, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to Section 
125(с)(1) of the Emergency Economic Sta- 
bilization Act of 2008 (P.L. 110-343), I am 
pleased to appoint the Honorable JEB HEN- 
SARLING of Texas to the Congressional Over- 
sight Panel. 

Mr. HENSARLING has expressed interest in 
serving in this capacity and I am pleased to 
fulfill his request. 

Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Republican Leader. 


EE 


ADJOURNMENT 


Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, pursu- 
ant to House Concurrent Resolution 
440, 110th Congress, I move that the 
House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord- 
ingly (at 3 o’clock and 2 minutes p.m.), 
the House adjourned until Saturday, 
January 3, 2009, at 11 a.m. 


EE 
OATH FOR ACCESS TO CLASSIFIED 
INFORMATION 


Under clause 13 of rule XXIII, the fol- 
lowing Members executed the oath for 
access to classified information: 


1407 is 2:07 p.m. 


Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor. 
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Neil Abercrombie, Gary L. Ackerman, Rob- 
ert B. Aderholt, W. Todd Akin, Rodney Alex- 
ander, Thomas H. Allen, Jason Altmire, Rob- 
ert E. Andrews, Michael A. Arcuri, Joe Baca, 
Michele Bachmann, Spencer Bachus, Brian 
Baird, Richard H. Baker, Tammy Baldwin, J. 
Gresham Barrett, John Barrow, Roscoe G. 
Bartlett, Joe Barton, Melissa L. Bean, Xa- 
vier Becerra, Shelley Berkley, Howard L. 
Berman, Marion Berry, Judy Biggert, Brian 
P. Bilbray, Gus M. Bilirakis, Rob Bishop, 
Sanford D. Bishop, Jr., Timothy H. Bishop, 
Marsha Blackburn, Earl Blumenauer, Roy 
Blunt, John A. Boehner, Jo Bonner, Mary 
Bono, John Boozman, Madeleine Z. Bordallo, 
Dan Boren, Leonard L. Boswell, Rick Bou- 
cher, Charles W. Boustany, Jr., Allen Boyd, 
Nancy E. Boyda, Kevin Brady, Robert A. 
Brady, Bruce L. Braley, Paul C. Broun, 
Corrine Brown, Henry E. Brown, Jr., Ginny 
Brown-Waite, Vern Buchanan, Michael C. 
Burgess, Dan Burton, G.K. Butterfield, Steve 
Buyer, Ken Calvert, Dave Camp, John Camp- 
bell, Chris Cannon, Eric Cantor, Shelley 
Moore Capito, Lois Capps, Michael E. Capu- 
ano, Dennis A. Cardoza, Russ Carnahan, 
Christopher P. Carney, Andre Carson, Julia 
Carson, John R. Carter, Michael N. Castle, 
Kathy Castor, Donald J. Cazayoux, Jr., Steve 
Chabot, Ben Chandler, Travis W. Childers, 
Donna M. Christensen, Yvette D. Clarke, 
Wm. Lacy Clay, Emanuel Cleaver, James E. 
Clyburn, Howard Coble, Steve Cohen, Tom 
Cole, K. Michael Conaway, John Conyers, 
Jr., Jim Cooper, Jim Costa, Jerry F. Cos- 
tello, Joe Courtney, Robert E. (Bud) Cramer, 
Jr., Ander Crenshaw, Joseph Crowley, Bar- 
bara Cubin, Henry Cuellar, John Abney Cul- 
berson, Elijah E. Cummings, Artur Davis, 
Danny K. Davis, David Davis, Geoff Davis, Jo 
Ann Davis, Lincoln Davis, Susan A. Davis, 
Tom Davis, Nathan Deal, Peter A. DeFazio, 
Diana DeGette, William D. Delahunt, Rosa 
L. DeLauro, Charles W. Dent, Lincoln Diaz- 
Balart, Mario Diaz-Balart, Norman D. Dicks, 
John D. Dingell, Lloyd Doggett, Joe Don- 
nelly, John T. Doolittle, Michael F. Doyle, 
Thelma D. Drake, David Dreier, John J. 
Duncan, Jr., Chet Edwards, Donna F. 
Edwards, Vernon J. Ehlers, Keith Ellison, 
Brad Ellsworth, Rahm Emanuel, Jo Ann 
Emerson, Eliot L. Engel, Phil English, Anna 
G. Eshoo, Bob Etheridge, Terry Everett, Eni 
F.H. Faleomavaega, Mary Fallin, Sam Farr, 
Chaka Fattah, Tom Feeney, Mike Ferguson, 
Bob Filner, Jeff Flake, J. Randy Forbes, Jeff 
Fortenberry, Luis G. Fortuno, Vito Fossella, 
Bill Foster, Virginia Foxx, Barney Frank, 
Trent Franks, Rodney P. Frelinghuysen, 
Marcia L. Fudge, Elton Gallegly, Scott Gar- 
rett, Jim Gerlach, Gabrielle Giffords, Wayne 
T. Gilehrest, Kirsten E. Gillibrand, Paul E. 
Gillmor, Phil Gingrey, Louie Gohmert, 
Charles A. Gonzalez, Virgil H. Goode, Jr., 
Bob Goodlatte, Bart Gordon, Kay Granger, 
Sam Graves, Al Green, Gene Green, Raül M. 
Grijalva, Luis V. Gutierrez, John J. Hall, 
Ralph M. Hall, Phil Hare, Jane Harman, J. 
Dennis Hastert, Alcee L. Hastings, Doc Has- 
tings, Robin Hayes, Dean Heller, Jeb Hen- 
sarling, Wally Herger, Stephanie Herseth, 
Brian Higgins, Baron P. Hill, Maurice D. 
Hinchey, Ruben Hinojosa, Mazie K. Hirono, 
David L. Hobson, Paul W. Hodes, Peter Hoek- 
stra, Tim Holden, Rush D. Holt, Michael M. 
Honda, Darlene Hooley, Steny H. Hoyer, 
Kenny C. Hulshof, Duncan Hunter, Bob Ing- 
lis, Jay Inslee, Steve Israel, Darrell E. Issa, 
Jesse L. Jackson, Jr., Sheila Jackson-Lee, 
William J. Jefferson, Bobby Jindal, Eddie 
Bernice Johnson, Henry C. “Hank” Johnson, 
Jr. Sam Johnson, Timothy V. Johnson, 
Stephanie Tubbs Jones, Walter B. Jones, Jim 
Jordan, Steve Kagen, Paul E. Kanjorski, 
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Marcy Kaptur, Ric Keller, Patrick J. Ken- 
nedy, Dale E. Kildee, Carolyn C. Kilpatrick, 
Ron Kind, Peter T. King, Steve King, Jack 
Kingston, Mark Steven Kirk, Ron Klein, 
John Kline, Joe Knollenberg, John R. 
"Randy" Kuhl, Jr., Ray LaHood, Doug Lam- 
born, Nick Lampson, James R. Langevin, 
Tom Lantos, Rick Larsen, John B. Larson, 
Tom Latham, Steven C. LaTourette, Robert 
E. Latta, Barbara Lee, Sander M. Levin, 
Jerry Lewis, John Lewis, Ron Lewis, John 
Linder, Daniel Lipinski, Frank A. LoBiondo, 
David Loebsack, Zoe Lofgren, Nita M. 
Lowey, Frank D. Lucas, Daniel E. Lungren, 
Stephen F. Lynch, Carolyn McCarthy, Kevin 
McCarthy, Michael T. McCaul, Betty McCol- 
lum, Thaddeus G. McCotter, Jim McCrery, 
James P. McGovern, Patrick T. McHenry, 
John M. McHugh, Mike McIntyre, Howard P. 
“Buck” McKeon, Cathy McMorris Rodgers, 
Jerry McNerney, Michael R. McNulty, 
Connie Mack, Tim Mahoney, Carolyn B. 
Maloney, Donald A. Manzullo, Kenny March- 
ant, Edward J. Markey, Jim Marshall, Jim 
Matheson, Doris O. Matsui, Martin T. Mee- 
han, Kendrick B. Meek, Gregory W. Meeks, 
Charlie Melancon, John L. Mica, Michael H. 
Michaud, Juanita Millender-McDonald, Brad 
Miller, Candice S. Miller, Gary G. Miller, 
George Miller, Jeff Miller, Harry E. Mitchell, 
Alan B. Mollohan, Dennis Moore, Gwen 
Moore, James P. Moran, Jerry Moran, Chris- 
topher S. Murphy, Patrick J. Murphy, Tim 
Murphy, John P. Murtha, Marilyn N. 
Musgrave, Sue Wilkins Myrick, Jerrold Nad- 
ler, Grace F. Napolitano, Richard E. Neal, 
Randy Neugebauer, Eleanor Holmes Norton, 
Charlie Norwood, Devin Nunes, James L. 
Oberstar, David R. Obey, John W. Olver, Sol- 
omon P. Ortiz, Frank Pallone, Jr., Bill Pas- 
crell, Jr., Ed Pastor, Ron Paul, Donald M. 
Payne, Stevan Pearce, Nancy Pelosi, Mike 
Pence, Ed Perlmutter, Collin C. Peterson, 
John E. Peterson, Thomas E. Petri, Charles 
W. “Chip” Pickering, Joseph R. Pitts, Todd 
Russell Platts, Ted Poe, Earl Pomeroy, Jon 
C. Porter, David E. Price, Tom Price, Debo- 
rah Pryce, Adam H. Putnam, George Radan- 
ovich, Nick J. Rahall II, Jim Ramstad, 
Charles B. Rangel, Ralph Regula, Dennis R. 
Rehberg, David G. Reichert, Rick Renzi, 
Silvestre Reyes, Thomas M. Reynolds, Laura 
Richardson, Ciro D. Rodriguez, Harold Rog- 
ers, Mike Rogers, Mike Rogers, Dana Rohr- 
abacher, Peter J. Roskam, Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen, Mike Ross, Steven R. Rothman, 
Lucille Roybal-Allard, Edward R. Royce, C. 
A. Dutch Ruppersberger, Bobby L. Rush, 
Paul Ryan, Tim Ryan, John T. Salazar, Bill 
Sali, Linda T. Sanchez, Loretta Sanchez, 
John P. Sarbanes, Jim Saxton, Steve Sca- 
lise, Janice D. Schakowsky, Adam B. Schiff, 
Jean Schmidt, Allyson Y. Schwartz, David 
Scott, Robert C. “Bobby” Scott, F. James 
Sensenbrenner, Jr., José E. Serrano, Pete 
Sessions, Joe Sestak, John B. Shadegg, 
Christopher Shays, Carol Shea-Porter, Brad 
Sherman, John Shimkus, Heath Shuler, Bill 
Shuster, Michael K. Simpson, Albio Sires, 
Ike Skelton, Louise MoIntosh Slaughter, 
Adam Smith, Adrian Smith, Christopher H. 
Smith, Lamar Smith, Vic Snyder, Hilda L. 
Solis, Mark E. Souder, Zachary T. Space, 
John M. Spratt, Jr., Jackie Speier, Cliff 
Stearns, Bart Stupak, John Sullivan, Betty 
Sutton, Thomas G. Taneredo, John S. Tan- 
ner, Ellen O. Tauscher, Gene Taylor, Lee 
Terry, Bennie G. Thompson, Mike Thomp- 
son, Mac Thornberry, Todd Tiahrt, Patrick 
J. Tiberi, John F. Tierney, Edolphus Towns, 
Niki Tsongas, Michael R. Turner, Mark 
Udall Tom Udal, Fred Upton, Chris Van 
Hollen, Nydia M. Velázquez, Peter J. Vis- 
closky, Tim Walberg, Greg Walden, James T. 
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Walsh, Timothy J. Walz, Zach Wamp, Debbie 
Wasserman Schultz, Maxine Waters, Diane 
E. Watson, Melvin L. Watt, Henry A. Wax- 
man, Anthony D. Weiner, Peter Welch, Dave 
Weldon, Jerry Weller, Lynn A. Westmore- 
land, Robert Wexler, Ed Whitfield, Roger F. 
Wicker, Charles A. Wilson, Heather Wilson, 
Joe Wilson, Robert J. Wittman, Frank R. 
Wolf, Lynn C. Woolsey, David Wu, Albert 
Russell Wynn, John A. Yarmuth, C.W. Bill 
Young, Don Young. 


r 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 


Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

9390. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment Agriculture, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule—Beef Promotion and 
Research; Reapportionment [Doc. No.: LS- 
07-0141] received November 7, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

9391. A letter from the Regulatory Contact, 
Department of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule—Swine Contractors 
(RIN: 0580-AB01) received October 20, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

9392. A letter from the Congressional Re- 
view Coordinator, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Special Need Requests Under the Plant 
Protection Act [Docket No.: APHIS-2005- 
0103] (RIN: 0579-AB98) received October 23, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

9393. A letter from the Congressional Re- 
view Coordinator, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Trichinae Certification Program 
[Docket No. APHIS-2006-0089] (RIN: 0579- 
A B92) received October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9394. A letter from the Congressional Re- 
view Coordinator, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Tuberculosis in Cattle and Bison; Satte 
and Zone Designations; Minnesota [Docket 
No.: APHIS-2008-0117] October 20, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

9395. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department's final rule—Walnuts Grown in 
California; Increased Assesment Rate [Dock- 
et No.: AMS-FV-08-0054; FV08-984-1 FR] re- 
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9396. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule—National Organic 
Program (NOP), Sunset Review (2008) [Dock- 
et Number: AMS-TM-07-0124; TM-07-12FR] 
(RIN: 0581-AC76) received November 7, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

9397. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule—Dairy Forward 
Pricing Program [Docket No.: AMS-DA-08- 
0031; DA-08-05] (RIN: 0581-AC86) received No- 
vember 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9398. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Tetraconazole; Pesticide Tol- 
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-1161; FRL-8386-7] 
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received November 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9399. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—MCPB; Pesticide Tolerances 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0945;  FRL-8387-1] re- 
ceived November 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9400. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule—Inert Ingredient: Exemption 
from the Requirement of a Tolerance for 
(S,S)-Ethylenediaminedisuccinic Acid [EPA- 
HQ-OPP-2008-0250; FRL-8362-4] received No- 
vember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9401. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Avermectin; Pesticide Toler- 
ances for Emergency Exemptions [EPA-HQ- 
OPP-2008-0175; FRL-8387-8] received Novem- 
ber 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

9402. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Thiencarbazone-methyl; Pes- 
ticide Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0132; 
FRL-8382-7] received October 7, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

9403. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Pesticide Tolerance Nomen- 
clature Changes; Technical Amendments 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2002- 0043 FRL-8376-1] re- 
ceived October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9404. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Cyprosulfamide; Pesticide 
Tolerances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0042; FRL- 
8377-4] received October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9405. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Pyrimethanil; Pesticide Tol- 
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0609; FRL-8384-7] 
received October 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9406. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Pesticide Management and 
Disposal; Standards for Pesticide Containers 
and Containment [EPA-HQ-OPP-2005-0327; 
FRL-8387-2] (RIN: A2070-AJ37) received Octo- 
ber 28, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

9407. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Silane, trimethoxy[3— 
(oxiranylmethoxy) propyl]—. hydrolysis 
products with silica; Tolerance Exemption 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0571; | FRL-8386-1] re- 
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9408. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
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cy’s final rule—Carbaryl; Order Denying 
NRDC's Petition to Revoke Tolerances 
[EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0347;  FRL-8388-1] re- 
ceived October 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9409. A letter from the Chairman and Chief 
Executive Officer, Farm Credit Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule—Definitions; Disclosure to Share- 
holders; Accounting and Reporting Require- 
ments; Disclosure and Accounting Require- 
ments (RIN: 3052-AC35) received November 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

9410. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Labor Relations Board, transmitting a re- 
port of а violation of the Antideficiency Act 
by the National Labor Relations Board, pur- 
suant to 31 U.S.C. 1351; to the Committee on 
Appropriations. 

9411. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
Acquisition, Technology and Logistics, De- 
partment of Defense, transmitting a review 
of the Armed Reconnaissance Helicopter 
(ARH) program, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 2433; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

9412. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec- 
retary Acquisition and Technology, Depart- 
ment of Defense, transmitting a prototype 
inventory list of activities performed, pursu- 
ant to 10 U.S.C. 2330a, section 807; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

9413. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
Final Flood Elevation Determinations—re- 
ceived October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9414. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
Suspension of Community Eligibility [Dock- 
et No.: FEMA-8043] received October 16, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9415. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Public Housing Operating Fund Pro- 
gram; Increased Terms of Energy Perform- 
ance Contracts [Docket Number: FR-5057-I- 
01] (RIN: 2577-AC66) received November 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

9416. A letter from the Legal Information 
Assistant, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department's final rule— 
Optional Charter Provisions in Mutual Hold- 
ing Company Structures [No.: OTS—2008-0005] 
(RIN: 1550-[AC15]) received October 27, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9417. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, transmitting the Corporation's 
final rule—Depoist Insurance Regulations; 
Revocable Trust Accounts (RIN: 3064-AD33) 
received October 24, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services. 

9418. A letter from the General Counsel, 
National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule—The Official Advertising Statement 
(RIN: 3133-AD45) received October 24, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9419. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule—Title III of the Elemen- 
tary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 
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(ESEA), as amended by the No Child Left Be- 
hind Act of 2001 (NCLB).—received October 
24, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

9420. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule—Federal Perkins Loan Pro- 
gram, Federal Family Education Loan Pro- 
gram, and William D. Ford Federal Direct 
Loan Program [Docket ID ED-2008-OPE-0009] 
(RIN: 1840-AC94) received October 24, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

9421. A letter from the Regulatory and Pol- 
icy Specialist, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department's final rule— 
Homeliving Programs (RIN: 1076-AE51) re- 
ceived October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

9422. A letter from the Chairman, Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health Review Commis- 
sion, transmitting a decision to adopt and 
fully follow the advisory guidelines for ad- 
dressing conduct inconsistent with Anti- 
discrimination and Whistleblower Protection 
Laws; to the Committee on Education and 
Labor. 

9423. A letter from the Deputy Director for 
Operations, Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor- 
poration, transmitting the Corporation’s 
final rule—Benefits Payable in Terminated 
Single-Employer Plans; Allocation of Assets 
in Single-Employer Plans; Interest Assump- 
tions for Valuing and Paying Benefits—re- 
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

9424. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Civilian Radioactive Waste Management, De- 
partment of Energy, transmitting the Of- 
fice's report entitled, ‘‘2007 Annual Report to 
Congress," pursuant to Public Law 97-245, 
section 304(c); to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

9425. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
National Vaccine Injury Compensation Pro- 
gram: Removal of Separate Category for 
Vaccines Containing Live, Oral, Rhesus- 
Based Rotavirus From the Vaccine Injury 
Table (RIN: 0906-А А55) received October 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9426. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's Report to Con- 
gress on Thefts, Losses, or Releases of Select 
Agents or Toxins for CY 2007, pursuant to 
Public Law 107-188; to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9427. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule—Stay of the Effectiveness of 
Requirements for Air Emission Testing Bod- 
ies [EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0800; FRL 8737-5] 
(RIN: 2060-AP39) received October 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9428. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule—Outer Continental Shelf Air 
Regulations Updated to Include New Jersey 
State Requirements | [EPA-R02-OAR-2008- 
0308; FRL-8731-2] received October 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9429. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule—Navajo Nation; Underground 
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Injection Control (UIC) Program; Primary 
Approval [EPA-R09-OW-2007-0248; FRL-8734- 
5] received October 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9430. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir- 
ginia; Emission Reduction from Large Sta- 
tionary Internal Combustion Engines and 
Large Cement Kilns [EPA—R03-OAR-2007-0382 
EPA-R03-OAR-2008-0113; | FRL-8735-6] re- 
ceived October 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9481. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Stay of Effectiveness of Con- 
trol Measure Regulating Dust Emissions at 
the Four Corners Power Plant; Navajo Na- 
tion [EPA-R09-OAR-2006-0184; FRL-8739-7] 
received November 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9482. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir- 
ginia; Major New Source Review for Non- 
attainment Areas [EPA-R08-OAR-200'7-0522; 
FRL-8731-8] received October 21, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9483. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Completeness Findings for 
Section 110(a) State Implementation Plans 
Pertaining to the Fine Particulate Matter 
(PM2.5) NAAQS  [EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0452; 
FRL-8728-3] received October 21, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9434. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—National Ambient Air Qual- 
ity Standards for Lead [EPA-HQ-OAR-2006- 
0735; FRL-8732-9] (RIN: 2060-AN93) received 
October 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9485. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Extension of Cross-Media 
Electronic Reporting Rule Deadline for Au- 
thorized Programs [EPA-HQ-OEI-2008-0001; 
FRL-8730-8] (RIN: 2025-А A23) received Octo- 
ber 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9436. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Revisions to the 
Nevada State Implementation Plan; Clark 
County [EPA-R09-OAR-2008-0728; FRL-8729- 
1] pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9487. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Designation of 
Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes; 
State of California; PM-10; Revision of Des- 
ignation; Redesignation of the San Joaquin 
Valley Air Basin PM-10 Nonattainment Area 
to Attainment; Approval of PM-10 Mainte- 
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nance Plan for the San Joaquin Valley Air 
Basin; Approval of Commitments for the 
East Kern PM-10 Nonattainment Area [EPA- 
R09-OAR-2008 -030; FRL-8724-7] received No- 
vember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9488. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Illi- 
nois; CILCO (AmerenEnergy) Edwards [EPA- 
R05-OAR-2004-IL-0003; FRL-8730-4] received 
November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9489. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Dela- 
ware; Control of Stationary Combustion Tur- 
bine Electric Generating Unit Emissions 
[EPA-R08-OAR-2008-0068; | FRL-8738-8] re- 
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9440. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Hazardous Waste Manage- 
ment Systems; Identification and Listing of 
Hazardous Waste; Final Exclusion [EP A-R06- 
RCRA-2008-0418; SW-FRL-8727-8] received 
October 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9441. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Designation of 
Areas for Air Quality Planning Purposes; 
State of California; PM-10; Revision of Des- 
ignation; Redesignation of the San Joaquin 
Valley Air Basin PM-10 Nonattainment Area 
to Attainment; Approval of PM-10 Mainte- 
nance Plan for the San Joaquin Valley Air 
Basin; Approval of Commitments for the 
East Kern PM-10 Nonattainment Area [EPA- 
R09-OAR-2008- 0306; FRL-8724-7] received Oc- 
tober 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9442. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Alabama: Ap- 
proval of Revisions to the Visible Emissions 
Rule [EPA-R04-OAR-2005-AL- 0007-00819; 
FRL-8727-7] received October 7, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9443. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Texas: Final Authorization 
of State-initiated Changes and Incorporation 
by Reference of State Hazardous Waste Man- 
agement Program [EPA-R06-RCRA-2008-0144 
FRL-8727-3] received October 23, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9444. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—New Mexico: Incorporation 
by Reference of Approved State Hazardous 
Waste Management Program  [EPA-R06- 
RCRA-2008-07538; FRL-8729-6] received Octo- 
ber 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 
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9445. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Revisions to the Definition of 
Solid Waste [EPA-HQ-RCRA-2002-0031; FRL- 
8728-9] (RIN: 2050-AG31) received October 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9446. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Significant New Use Rules on 
Certain Chemical Substances [EPA-HQ- 
OPPT-2008-0251; FRL-8371-3] (RIN: 2070- 
AB27) received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9447. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—NESHAP: National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants: 
Standards for Hazardous Waste Combustors: 
Reconsideration [EPA-HQ-OAR-2004-0022; 
FRL-8733-1] (RIN: 2050-AG35) received Octo- 
ber 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9448. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir- 
ginia; Virginia Major New Source Review, 
Prevention of Significant Deterioration 
(PSD) [EPA-R03-OAR0-2007-0521; FRL-8731-9] 
received October 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9449. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—National Volatile Organic 
Compound Emission Standards for Aerosol 
Coatings [EPA-HQ-OAR-2006-0971; FRL-8738- 
7] (RIN: 2060-AP33) received November 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9450. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Fort Peck Assiniboine and 
Sioux Tribes in Montana; Underground Injec- 
tion Control (UIC) Program; Primacy Ap- 
proval and Minor Revisions [EPA-R08-OW- 
2007-0153; FRL-8733-4] received October 22, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9451. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Emergency Planning and 
Community Right-to-Know Act; Amend- 
ments to Emergency Planning and Notifica- 
tion; Emergency Release Notification and 
Hazardous Chemical Reporting. [EPA-HQ- 
SFUND-1998-0002; FRL-8733-5] (RIN: 2050- 
AE17) received October 22, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9452. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Minnesota: Final Authoriza- 
tion of State Hazardous Waste Management 
Program Revision [FRL-8733-7] received Oc- 
tober 22, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9453. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule—Revisions to the California 
State Implementation Plan, San Diego Air 
Pollution Control District, San Joaquin Val- 
ley Air Pollution Control District, and Ven- 
tura County Air Pollution Control District 
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[EPA-R09-OAR-2006-0869,  FRL-8721-7] re- 
ceived October 22, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9454. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Com- 
monwealth of Pennsylvania; Reasonably 
Available Control Technology Requirements 
for Volatile Organic Compounds and Nitro- 
gen Oxides [EPA-R08-OAR-2006-0379; FRL- 
8732-3] received October 21, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9455. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir- 
ginia; Movement of Richmond and Hampton 
Roads 8-Hour Ozone Areas from the Non- 
attainment Area List to the Maintenance 
Area List [EPA-R03-OAR-2008-0656; FRL- 
8735-4] received October 23, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9456. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Illi- 
nois [EPA-R05-OAR-2008-0198; FRL-8722-9] 
received October 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9457. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; West 
Virginia; Revised Motor Vehicle Emission 
Budgets for the Parkersburg 8-Hour Ozone 
Maintenance Area [EPA-R08-OAR-2008- 0746 
FRL-8735-7] received October 23, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9458. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Texas; 
Texas Low-Emission Diesel Fuel Program 
[EPA-R06-OAR-2006-0665;  FRL-8733-8] re- 
ceived October 22, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9459. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Control of Hazardous Air 
Pollutants From Mobile Sources: Early 
Credit Technology Requirement Revision 
[EPA-HQ-2005-0036; FRL-8729-7] (RIN: 2060- 
A089) received October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9460. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Alaska; Interstate 
Transport of Pollution [EPA-R10-OAR-2008- 
0166; FRL-8728-1] received October 14, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9461. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Wis- 
consin; Approval of Rule Clarifications 
[EPA-R05-OAR-2008-0389;  FRL-8711-3] re- 
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ceived October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9462. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Texas; 
Dallas/Fort Worth 1-Hour Ozone Nonattain- 
ment Area; Determination of Attainment of 
the 1-Hour Standard [EPA-R06-OAR-2008- 
0420; FRL-8730-3] received October 14, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9463. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Announcement of the Delega- 
tion of Partial Administrative Authority for 
Implementation of Federal Implementation 
Plan for the Coeur d' Alene Reservation to 
the Couer d'Alene Tribe. [EPA-RI10-OAR- 
2008-0498 FRL-8729-3] received October 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9464. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Florida; Removal 
of Gasoline Vapor Recovery from Southeast 
Florida Areas; Withdrawal of Direct Final 
Rule [EPA-R04-OAR-2007-0836- | 200739(w); 
FRL-8734-3] received October 22, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9465. A letter from the Legal Advisor, Of- 
fice of the Bureau Chief, Federal Commu- 
nications Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s final rule—In the Matter of 
Amendment of Part 90 of the Commission’s 
Rules To Provide for Flexible Use of the 896- 
901 MHz and 935-940 MHz Band Allotted to 
the Business and Industrial Land Transpor- 
tation Pool Improving Public Safety Com- 
munications in the 800 MHz Band Consoli- 
dating the 800 MHz and 900 MHz Industrial/ 
Land Transportation and Business Pool 
Channels [WT Docket No. 05-62 WT Docket 
No. 02-55] received November 18, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9466. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—In the Matter of An Inquiry Into the 
Commission’s Policies and Rules Regarding 
AM Radio Service Directional Antenna 
Preformance Verification [MM Docket No.: 
93-177] received October 14, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9467. A letter from the Deputy, Chief Fi- 
nancial Officer, OMD, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission’s final rule—In the Matter of Assess- 
ment and Collection of Regulatory Fees for 
Fiscal Year 2008 [MD Docket No.: 08-65 RM- 
11312] received October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9468. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622(i), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. 
(Wittenberg, Wisconsin) [MB Docket No.: 08- 
136 RM-11468] received October 14, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9469. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
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rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations, (Van- 
derbilt, Michigan) [MB Docket No.: 08-204 
RM-11492] received October 14, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9470. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. 
(Greenville, North Carolina) [MB Docket 
No.: 08-183 RM-1165] received October 14, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9471. A letter from the Cheif of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—In the Matter of Carriage of Digital 
Television Broadcast Signals: Amendment to 
Part 76 of the Commission’s Rules [CS Dock- 
et No.: 98-120] received October 14, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9472. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. 
(Shreveport, Louisiana) [MB Docket No.: 08- 
118 RM-11455] received October 14, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9473. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. 
(Longview, Texas) [MB Docket No.: 08-112 
RM-11456] received October 14, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9474. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Salt 
Lake City, Utah) [MB Docket No.: 08-144 
RM-11472] received October 14, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9475. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Free- 
port, Illinois) [MB Docket No.: 08-185 RM- 
11467] received October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9476. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 173.202(b), Table of Allotments, FM 
Broadcast Stations. (LaGrande and Prairie 
City, Oregon) [MB Docket No. 08-67 RM- 
11426] received November 18, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9477. A letter from the International Bu- 
reau Legal Advisor, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission's final rule—In the Matter of 2000 Bi- 
ennial Regulatory Review—Streamlining 
and Other Revisions of Part 25 of the Com- 
mission’s Rules Governing the Licensing of, 
and Spectrum Usage by, Satellite Network 
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Earth Stations and Space Stations Stream- 
lining the Commission's Rules and Regula- 
tions for Satellite Applications and Licens- 
ing Procedures [IB Docket No. 00-248 IB 
Docket No. 95-117] received November 18, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9478. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Hen- 
dersonville, Tennessee) [MB Docket No. 08- 
128 RM-11460] received November 18, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9419. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.202(bD) Table of Allotments, FM 
Broadcast Stations. (Linden, Tennessee) [MB 
Docket No. 07-280 RM-11379] received Novem- 
ber 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9480. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (La 
Grande, Oregon) [MB Docket No. 08-121 RM- 
11449] received November 18, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9481. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Hon- 
olulu and Waimanalo, Hawaii) [MB Docket 
No. 08-98 RM-11435] received November 18, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9482. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Fort 
Worth, Texas) [MB Docket No.: 08-148 RM- 
11474] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9483. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Hon- 
olulu, Hawaii) [MB Docket No.: 08-155 RM- 
11479] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9484. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Bain- 
bridge, Georgia) [MB Docket No.: 08-139 RM- 
11469] received 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9485. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.202(b) Table of Allotments, FM 
Broadcast Stations. (Butte Falls and 
Netarts, Oregon) [MB Docket No.: 07-210 RM- 
11399] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9486. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.202(b), FM Table of Allotments, FM 
Broadcast Stations. (Tecopa, California) [MB 
Docket No. 07-226 RM-11406] received October 
29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9487. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule—Amendment of Section 73.202(b), Table 
of Allotments, FM Broadcast Stations. 
(Waldport, Dallas, and Monmouth, Oregon) 
[MB Docket No.: 07-124 RM-11378] received 
October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9488. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.202(b) Table of Allotments, FM Broad- 
cast Stations. (Elko, Nevada) [MB Docket 
No.: 07-281 RM-11408] received October 29, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9489. A letter from the Cheif of Staff, Media 
Buraeu, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule—In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.202(b), Table of Allotments, ЕМ 
Broadcast Stations. (Antlers and Hugo, 
Oklahoma, and Hico, Texas) [MB Docket No.: 
07-182 RM-11393 MB Docket No.: 07-194 RM- 
11397] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9490. A letter from the Deputy Chief, CGB, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission's final rule—In the 
Matter of Rules and Regulations Imple- 
menting the Telephone Consumer Protection 
Act of 1991 Junk Fax Prevention Act of 2005 
[CG Docket No.: 02-278 CG Docket No.: 05- 
338] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9491. A letter from the Federal Energy Reg- 
ulatory Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission's final rule—Revisions to Forms, 
Statements and Reporting Requirements for 
Electric Utilities and Licensees [Docket No. 
RM08-5-000; Order No. 715] received October 
7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9492. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting the Commission's final rule— 
Electronic Tariff Filings [Docket No.: RM01- 
5-000; Order No. 714] received October 16, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9493. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting the Commission's final rule— 
Mandatory Reliability Standard for Nuclear 
Plant Interface Coordination [Docket No.: 
RM08-3-000; Order No. 716] received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9494. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting a report re- 
garding the accuracy of the do not call reg- 
istry; to the Committee on Energy and Com- 
merce. 

9495. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission's 
final rule—Protection of Safeguards Infor- 
mation [NRC-2005-0001] (RIN: 3150-АН57) re- 
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ceived October 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9496. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, Nuclear Regulatory 
Commission, transmitting the Commission's 
final rule—List of Approved Spent Fuel Stor- 
age Casks: NAC-UMS Revision 5 [NRC-2008- 
0438] (RIN: 3150-А148) received November 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9497. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
For Export Administration, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department's 
final rule—Conforming Changes to Certain 
End-User/End-Use Based Controls in the 
EAR; Clarification of the Term “Transfer” 
and Related Terms as Used in the EAR 
[Docket No. 080220216-81424-03] (RIN: 0694— 
AD59) received November 18, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

9498. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a report and justification pur- 
suant to Section 650(d) of the Department of 
State, Foreign Operations, and Related Pro- 
grams Appropriations Act, 2008, as carried 
forward under the Supplemental Appropria- 
tions Act, 2008; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

9499. A letter from the White House Liai- 
son, Department of Education, transmitting 
а report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies 
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9500. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting the Fiscal Year 2008 Perform- 
ance and Accountability reports for the De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, the Federal Housing Administration, 
and the Government National Mortgage As- 
sociation; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9501. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department's FY 2008 Performance and Ac- 
countability Report; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9502. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting a let- 
ter of notification for arrival of the Depart- 
ment's FY 2008 Performance and Account- 
ability Report; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

9503. A letter from the Administrator, En- 
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit- 
ting the Office of Inspector General's Semi- 
annual Report to Congress, pursuant to Pub- 
lic Law 95-452; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

9504. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation, transmitting 
notification that the Corporation has taken 
and will complete steps to follow the No 
FEAR Guidelines, pursuant to the Notifica- 
tion and Federal Employees Antidiscrimina- 
tion and Retaliation Act of 2002; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9505. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit- 
ting in accordance with Pub. L. 105-270, the 
Federal Activities Inventory Reform Aot of 
1998 (FAIR Act), the Commission's inventory 
of commercial activities for fiscal year 2008; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9506. A letter from the Chairman, Holo- 
caust Memorial Museum, transmitting the 
Museums's FY 2008 Report on Audit and In- 
vestigative Activities, pursuant to the In- 
Spector General Act of 1978; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 
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9507. A letter from the Archivist of the 
United States, National Archives and 
Records Administration, transmitting the 
Administration’s annual Performance and 
Accountability Report for Fiscal Year 2008; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9508. A letter from the General Counsel, 
National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule—Revisions for the Freedom of Informa- 
tion Act and Privacy Act Regulations (RIN: 
3133-AD44) received November 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9509. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Management and Budget, transmitting a re- 
port entitled, ‘‘Statistical Programs of the 
United States Government: Fiscal Year 
2009," pursuant to 44 U.S.C. 3504(e)(2); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9510. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Persinnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule—Disabled Veterans 
Documentation (RIN: 3206-AL29) received Oc- 
tober 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9511. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule—Nonforeign Area 
Cost-of-Living Allowance Rates; Alaska 
(RIN: 3206-AL37) received October 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9512. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final  rule—Reemployment 
Rights (RIN: 3206-AI19) received October 30, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9518. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office's final rule—Repayment of Stu- 
dent Loans (RIN: 3206-AK51) received Octo- 
ber 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9514. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office's final rule—Veterans’ Preference 
(RIN: 3206-AL33) received October 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9515. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule—Suitability (RIN: 
3206-A L38) received November 12, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9516. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office's final rule—Time-in-Grade Rule 
Eliminated (RIN: 3206-AL18) received No- 
vember 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9517. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule—Prevailing Rate Sys- 
tems; Change in Nonappropriated Fund Fed- 
eral Wage System Survey Schedule from Fis- 
cal Year to Calendar Year (RIN: 3206-AL63) 
received November 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9518. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule—Changes in Pay Ad- 
ministration Rules for General Schedule Em- 
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ployees (RIN: 3206-AK88) received November 
12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9519. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule—Prevailing Rate Sys- 
tems; Abolishment of Santa Clara, Cali- 
fornia, as a Nonappropriated Fund Federal 
Wage System Wage Area (RIN 3206-AL74) re- 
ceived November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9520. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s final rule—Emergency Leave 
Transfer Program (RIN: 3206-AL26) received 
November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9521. A letter from the Chairman, Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting 
in accordance with Pub. L. 105-270, the Fed- 
eral Activities Inventory Reform Act of 1998 
(FAIR Act), the Commission's inventory of 
commerical activities for fiscal year 2008; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9522. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, Department of the Interior, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule—Min- 
imum Internal Control Standards for Class II 
Gaming (RIN: 3141-AA37) received November 
5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9523. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Department of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department's final rule— Technical Stand- 
ards for Electronic, Computer, or Other 
Technologic Aids Used in the Play of Class II 
Games (RIN: 3141-AA29) received November 
5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9524. A letter from the Acting Division 
Chief, Regulatory Affairs, BLM, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's *Major" final rule—Oil Shale Man- 
agement—General (RIN: 1004-AD90) received 
November 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9525. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, 
Department of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department's final rule—Migratory Bird 
Permits; Changes in the Regulations Gov- 
erning Falconry [FWS-R9-M B-2008-0039] 
[91200-1231-9BPP] (RIN: 1018-AG11) received 


October 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 


9526. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Listing, Department of the Interior, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule—Endan- 
gered and Threatened Wildlife and Plants; 
Revised Designation of Critical Habitat for 
the Wintering Population of the Piping Plov- 
er (Charadrius melodus) in North Carolina 
[FWS-RS-ES-2008-0041 92210-1117-000-B4] 
(RIN: 1018-AU48) received October 20, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

9527. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting a petition, pursuant to the Energy 
Employees Occupational Illness Compensa- 
tion Program Act of 2000; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

9528. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department's re- 
port on the security of Assistant United 
States Attorneys and other federal attor- 
neys, pursuant to Public Law 110-177; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 


November 20, 2008 


9529. A letter from the Director, Depart- 
ment of Justice, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule—Procedures for Completing 
Uniform Forms of Trustee Final Reports in 
Cases Filed Under Chapter 7, 12, and 13 of the 
Bankruptcy Code [Docket No.: EOUST 101] 
(RIN: 1105-AB29) received October 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

9530. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting copy of the Office of 
Victims of Crime (OVC) International Ter- 
rorism Victim Expense Reimbursement 
(ITVERP) Report to Congress 2008, pursuant 
to Section 1404C of the Victims of Crime Act 
of 1984; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

9581. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission’s Thirtieth Annual Report to Con- 
gress pursuant to section 201 of the Hart 
-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements Act 
of 1976, pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 18a(j); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

9582. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting notification that funding under Title V, 
subsection 503(b)(3) of the Robert T . Stafford 
Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance 
Act, as amended, has exceeded $5 million for 
the cost of response and recovery efforts for 
FEMA-3291-EM in the State of Mississippi, 
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 5198; to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9583. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Eurocopter Deutschland GMBH 
Model MBB-BK 117C-2 Helicopters [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0042; Directorate Identifier 
2007-SW-26-AD; Amendment 39-15614; AD 
2008-15-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9534. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Empresa Brasileira de 
Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) Model EMB- 
135BJ Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0416; 
Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-297-A D; 
Amendment 39-15656; AD 2008-17-18] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9535. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 777-200 and -300 Se- 
ries Airplanes Equipped with Rolls-Royce 
Model RB211-TRENT 800 Series Engines 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0967; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2008-NM-152-AD; Amendment 39-15671; 
AD 2008-19-04] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received Oc- 
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9536. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Fokker Model F.28 Mark 0070 and 
0100 Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0676; 
Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-280-AD; 
Amendment 39-15676; AD 2008-19-09] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9537. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Engine Components, Inc. (ECi) 
Reciprocating Engine Cylinder Assemblies 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0052; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2008-NE-01-AD; Amendment 39-15672; 


November 20, 2008 


AD 2008-19-05] (RIN: 2120-А A64) received Oc- 
tober 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9588. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; EADS SOCATA Model TBM 700 
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0748 Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-CE-041-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15677; AD 2008-19-10] (RIN: 2120- 
AA64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9589. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Empresa Brasileria de 
Aeronautice S.A. (EMBRAER) Model ERJ 170 
and ERJ 190 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0361; Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-279- 
AD; Amendment 39-15681; AD 2008-20-02] 
(RIN: 2120-AA64) October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9540. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Fokker Model F.28 Mark 0070 and 
Mark 0100 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0675; Directorate 2007-NM-192-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15682; AD 2008-20-03] (RIN: 2120- 
AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9541. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model DHC-8-400, 
DHC-8-401, and DHC-8-402 Airplanes [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0730; Directorate Identifier 
2008-NM-055-AD; Amendment 39-15674; AD 
2008-19-07] (RIN: 2120-А A64) received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9542. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Lockheed Model 382, 382B, 382E, 
382F, and 382G Series Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2008-0638; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
NM-035-AD; Amendment 39, 15680; AD 2008- 
20-01] (RIN: 2120-А А64) received October 27, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9543. A letter from the Regulatory Ombuds- 
man, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule—Hours 
of Service of Drivers [Docket No. FMCSA- 
2004-19608] (RIN: 2126-AB14) received Novem- 
ber 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Transportation and In- 
frastructure. 

9544. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No. 30620; Amdt. No. 3280] received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9545. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 747-100, 747-100B, 
747-100B SUD, 747-200B, 747-200C, 747-300, 747- 
400, 747-400D, and 747SR Series Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2007-29227; Directorate 
Identifier 2007-NM-100-AD; Amendment 39%- 
15664; AD 2008-18-07] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re- 
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ceived October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9546. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; BAE Systems (Operations) Lim- 
ited (Jetstream) Model 4101 Airplanes [Dock- 
et No. FAA-2008-0644; Directorate Identifier 
2007-NM-321-AD; Amendment 39-15659; AD 
2008-18-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9547. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Honeywell International Inc. 
TFE731-4, -4R, —5, -5AR, -5BR, and -5R Series 
Turbofan Engines [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0264; Directorate Identifier 2008-NE-07-AD; 
Amendment 39-15679; AD 2008-19-12] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9548. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Empresa Brasileira de 
Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) Model EMB- 
135 Airplanes, and Model EMB-145, -145ER, 
—145MR, -145LR, 145XR, -145MP, and -145EP 
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0642; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-NM-039-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15643; AD 2008-17-05] (RIN: 2120- 
AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9549. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Dallas, GA. [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-1084; Airspace Docket No. 08-ASO- 
17] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9550. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Morehead, KY. [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0809; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
ASO-13] received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9551. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Modification of 
Class E Airspace; Roanoke, VA [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0417; Airspace Docket No. 08-AEA- 
20] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9552. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Lexington, OK [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0008; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
ASW-1] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9553. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Amendment of 
Class E Airspace; Black River Falls, WI 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0024; Airspace Docket 
No. 08-AGL-4] received October 27, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9554. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Modification of 
Class D Airspace; MacDill AFB, FL [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0983; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
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AS0-14] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9555. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airspace Des- 
ignations; Incorporation by Reference [Dock- 
et No. 29334; Amendment No. 71-40] received 
October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9556. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Amendment of 
Class E Airspace; Butler, PA. Removal of 
Class E Airspace; East Butler, PA. [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0836; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
AHEA-23] received October 27, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9557. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Establishment 
of Class D Airspace; Victoria, TX [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-04834; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
A SW-6] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9558. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Plains, TX [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0683; Airspace Docket No. 08-ASW- 
11] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9559. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Amendment to 
Class E Airspace; Windsor Locks, Bradley 
International Airport, CT [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0817; Airspace Docket No. 08-ANE-101] 
received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9560. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Removal of 
Class E Airspace; Chicago, IL [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0666; Airspace Docket No. 08-AGL- 
6] received October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9561. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; British Aerospace Regional Air- 
craft Model HP.137 Jetstream Mk.1, Jet- 
stream Series 200 and 3101, and Jetstream 
Model 3201 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0369; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-015-AD; 
Amendment 39-15545; AD 2008-12-02] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9562. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Dassault Model Falcon 2000EX 
and 900EX Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0301; Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-284-AD; 
Amendment 39-15559; AD 2008-12-15] (RIN: 
2120-А A64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9563. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Dassault Model Falcon 2000EX 
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0294; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2007-NM-288-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15558; AD 2008-12-14] (RIN: 2120- 
AA64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 
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9564. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Viking Air Limited Models DHC- 
6-1, DHC-6-100, DHC-6-200, and DHC-6-300 
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0368 Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-CE-007-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15532; AD 2008-11-10] (RIN: 2120- 
AA64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9565. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Pilatus Aircraft Ltd. PC-6 Series 
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0498 Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-CE-028-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15581; AD 2008-13-18] (RIN: 2120- 
AA64) received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9566. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Establishment 
of Class D Airspace; Albuquerque, NM [Dock- 
et No. FAA-2007-0915; Airspace Docket No. 
07-ASW-13] received October 9, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9567. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Amendment of 
Class E Airspace; Indianapolis, IN [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-01683; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
AGL-2] received October 9, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9568. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; McDonnell Douglas Model DC-9- 
10, DC-9-20, DC-9-30, DC-9-40, and DC-9-50 
Series Airplanes, Equipped with a Tail Cone 
Evacuation Slide Container Installed in Ac- 
cordance With Supplemental Туре Certifi- 
cate (STC) ST735SO [Docket No. FAA-2007- 
28881; Directorate Identifier 2006-NM-263-AD; 
Amendment 39-15663; AD 2008-18-06] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9569. A letter from the Trail Attorney, De- 
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Electronically 
Controlled Pneumatic Brake System [Dock- 
et No.: FRA-2006-26175, Notice No. 4] 
(RIN:2130-AB84) received November 7, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9570. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Flight Simula- 
tion Training Device Initial and Continuing 
Qualification and Use [Docket No.: FAA- 
2002-12461; Amendment No.: 60-3] (RIN: 2120- 
AJ12) received October 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9571. A letter from the Staff Assistant, De- 
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standards; Seating Systems, 
Occupant Crash Portection, Seat Belt As- 
sembly Anchorages, School Bus Passenger 
Seating and Crash Protection [Docket No.: 
NHTSA-2008-0163] (RIN: 2127-AK09) received 
November 7, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9572. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transpotation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule—Airworthiness 
Directives; Rolls-Royce plc RB211 Series 
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Turbofan Engines [Docket No. FAA-2007- 
0078; Directorate Identifier 2007-NE-40-AD; 
Amendment 39-15683; AD 2008-20-04] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received October 27, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9573. A letter from the Director, Regu- 

latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Revised National Pollutant 
Discharge Elimination System Permit Regu- 
lation and Effluent Limitations Guidelines 
for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations 
in Response to the Waterkeeper Decision 
EPA-HQ-OW-2005-0037; FRL-8738-9] (RIN: 
2040-A E80) received November 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 
9574. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule—Withdrawal of the Federal 
Water Quality Standards Use Designations 
for Soda Creek and Portions of Canyon 
Creek, South Fork Couer d'Alene River, and 
Blackfoot River in Idaho [EPA-HQ-OW-2008- 
0495; FRL-8737-9] received November 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9575. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Small Business Administration, transmit- 
ting the Administration’s final rule—The 
Women-Owned Small Business Federal Con- 
tract Assistance Procedures (RIN: 3245-AF40) 
received November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Small Business. 

9576. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Increase in Rates Payable Under the 
Montgomery GI Bill-Active Duty and Other 
Miscellaneous Issues (RIN: 2900-AM45) re- 
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

9577. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Elimination of Co-payment for Weight 
Management Counseling (RIN: 2900-AM59) re- 
ceived November 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Veterans’ 
Affairs. 

9578. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
a report entitled, "Employment of Veterans 
in the Federal Government—Fiscal Year 
2007"; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af- 
fairs. 

9579. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Department of Treasury, 
transmitting the Department's final rule— 
Proposed Amendments to Qualified Inter- 
mediary Withholding Agreement—received 
October 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9580. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Department of Treasury, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule— 
Section 382 Treatment Interests in a Loss 
Corporation Acquired by the Federal Govern- 
ment Pursuant to the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 received October 21, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

9581. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Department of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Qualifying Advanced Coal Project Pro- 
gram—received October 14, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 
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9582. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Department of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Extension of Effective Date of Normal 
Retirement Age Regulations for Govern- 
mental Plans—received October 14, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

9583. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Department of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—Qualifying Gasification Project Pro- 
gram—received October 14, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9584. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Department of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule—2008 Base Peroid T-Bill Rate—received 
November 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9585. A letter from the Branch Chief, Publi- 
cations and Regulations, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final 
rule—Charitable Contributions of Inventory 
Property under 170(e)3) [Notice 2008-90] re- 
ceived October 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9586. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final 
rule—Update of Weighted Average Interest 
Rates, Yield Curves, and Segment Rates [No- 
tice 2008-93] received October 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

9587. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final 
rule—Insurance Dedicated Money Market 
funds [Notice 2008-92]—received October 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

9588. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule—Elec- 
tion Involving the Repeal of the Bonding Re- 
quirement Under 42(j)(6)—received October 8, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

9589. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule—2008 
Marginal Production Rates [Notice 2008-89] 
received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9590. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule—2008 
Section 43 Inflation Adjustment [Notice 2008- 
72] received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9591. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final 
rule—2009 Limitations Adjusted As Provided 
in Section 415(d), etc. [Notice 2008-102] re- 
ceived October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9592. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule—Final 
Rules for Group Health Plans and Health In- 
surance Issuers Under the Newborns’ and 
Mother’s Health Protection Act [TD 9427] 
(RIN: 1545-BG82) received October 21, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

9593. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
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transmitting the Service's final rule—Elec- 
tion to Expense Certain Refineries [TD 9412] 
(RIN: 1545-BF06) received November 12, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

9594. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service's final rule—Infor- 
mation Reporting on Employer-Owned Life 
Insurance Contracts [TD 9481] (RIN: 1545- 
BG58) received November 12, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9595. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule—Sec- 
tion 1367 Regarding Open Account Debt [TD 
9428] (RIN: 1545-BD72) received October 21, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

9596. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service's final rule—Treat- 
ment of Payments in Lieu of Taxes Under 
Section 141 [TD 9429] (RIN: 1545-BF87) re- 
ceived October 22, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9597. A letter from the SSA Regulations Of- 
ficer, Deputy Director, Office of Regulations, 
Social Security Administration, transmit- 
ting the Administration's final rule—Tech- 
nical Amendments to Definition of Persons 
Closely Approaching Retirement Age [Dock- 
et Number: SSA-2008-0031] (RIN: 0960-AG68) 
received October 29, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9598. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Energy, transmitting notification of 
his decision to extend the period of produc- 
tion of the Naval Petroleum Reserves for a 
period of three years from April 5, 2009, the 
expiration date of the currently authorized 
period of production, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
7422(c)(2)(B); jointly to the Committees on 
Armed Services and Energy and Commerce. 

9599. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the tenth Annual Report on the 
Health Care Fraud and Abuse Control 
(HCFAC) Program for Fiscal Year 2007, pur- 
suant to 42 U.S.C. 18951; jointly to the Com- 
mittees on Energy and Commerce and Ways 
and Means. 

9600. A letter from the Officer for Civil 
Rights and Civil Liberties, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De- 
partment’s second quarterly report covering 
the period from January 1, 2008 to March 31, 
2008 as required by the Implementing Rec- 
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of 
2007, Pub. L. 110-53; jointly to the Commit- 
tees on Homeland Security and the Judici- 
ary. 

9601. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Internal Revenue Service, transmitting the 
Service’s final rule—Final Rules for Group 
Health Plans and Health Insurance Issuers 
Under the Newborns’ and Mothers’ Health 
Protection Act [TD 9427] (RIN: 1545-BG82) re- 
ceived October 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees on 
Ways and Means, Energy and Commerce, and 
Education and Labor. 


EE 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 
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Mr. REYES: Permanent Select Committee 
on Intelligence. Security Clearance Reform: 
Upgrading the Gateway to the National Se- 
curity Community (Rept. 110-916). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union. 


SE 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re- 
ferred, as follows: 


By Mr. NADLER: 

H.R. 7296. A bill to delay the implementa- 
tion of agency rules adopted within the final 
90 days of the final term a President serves; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas: 

H.R. 7297. A bill to establish conditions on 
any distribution of funds under the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 to 
provide relief for the automotive industry, 
dealerships, and suppliers, and for other pur- 
poses; to the Committee on Financial Serv- 
ices. 

By Mr. LAMBORN (for himself, Mr. 
PAUL, and Ms. Foxx): 

H.R. 7298. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to make permanent the de- 
duction for expensing certain depreciable 
business assets and to allow a deduction for 
the original purchase of domestically manu- 
factured automobiles; to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

By Mr. CANNON (for himself and Mrs. 
NAPOLITANO): 

H.R. 7299. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Defense and the Secretary of Veterans Af- 
fairs to make payments for certain treat- 
ments of traumatic brain injury and post- 
traumatic stress disorder; to the Committee 
on Armed Services, and in addition to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak- 
er, in each case for consideration of such pro- 
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. DOGGETT (for himself, Mr. 
MCDERMOTT, Mr. STARK, Mr. PAs- 
CRELL, and Mr. LEWIS of Georgia): 

H.R. 7300. A bill to provide for the proper 
application under the Internal Revenue Code 
of 1986 of the limitations on built-in losses 
following an ownership change of a bank; to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself, 
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida, 
Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Florida, 
and Ms. WASSERMAN SCHULTZ): 

H.R. 7301. A bill to provide for the 
conveyence of a parcel of land held by the 
Bureau of Prisons of the Department of Jus- 
tice in Miami Dade County, Florida, to fa- 
cilitate the construction of a new edu- 
cational facility that includes a secure park- 
ing area for the Bureau of Prisons, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

By Ms. DEGETTE: 

H.R. 7302. A bill to amend the Public 
Health Service Act with respect to health 
professions education, and for other pur- 
poses; to the Committee on Energy and Com- 
merce. 

By Mr. GOHMERT: 

H.R. 7308. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to allow а one-time, $1,500 
credit against income tax for the purchase 
an automobile manufactured in the United 
States; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

By Mr. GOHMERT: 

H.R. 7304. A bill to amend the Controlled 

Substances Act to address the use of 
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intrathecal pumps; to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce, and in addition to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, for а period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi- 
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. GOHMERT: 

H.R. 7305. A bill to immediately terminate 
the authority of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury under the Emergency Economic Sta- 
bilization Act of 2008 to purchase troubled 
assets, to require the Secretary to make in- 
surance of troubled mortgage-backed securi- 
ties available for purchase, and to provide in- 
centives to reinvest foreign earnings in the 
United States, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Financial Services, and in ad- 
dition to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
for à period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider- 
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju- 
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. GOHMERT: 

H.R. 7306. A bill to immediately terminate 
the authority of the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury under the Emergency Economic Sta- 
bilization Act of 2008 to purchase troubled 
assets and to make a portion of the unused 
funding for such program available to meet 
critical infrastructure needs in the United 
States; to the Committee on Financial Serv- 
ices, and in addition to the Committees on 
Transportation and Infrastructure, Energy 
and Commerce, and Natural Resources, for à 
period to be subsequently determined by the 
Speaker, in each case for consideration of 
such provisions as fall within the jurisdic- 
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. HODES (for himself, Mr. DELA- 
HUNT, Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, Mr. 
JOHNSON of Georgia, Mr. GUTIERREZ, 
Mr. MILLER of North Carolina, and 
Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California): 

H.R. 7307. A bill to help struggling families 
stay in their homes and to ensure that tax- 
payers are protected when the Secretary of 
the Treasury purchases equity shares in fi- 
nancial institutions; to the Committee on 
Financial Services, and in addition to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, for a period to 
be subsequently determined by the Speaker, 
in each case for consideration of such provi- 
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. NADLER: 

H. Res. 1531. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the House of Representatives that 
the President of the United States should 
not issue pardons to senior members of his 
administration during the final 90 days of his 
term of office; to the Committee on the Judi- 
ciary. 


EE 


MEMORIALS 


Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials 
were presented and referred as follows: 

378. The Speaker presented a memorial of 
the Senate of Michigan, relative to Senate 
Resolution No. 200 supporting additional 
funding to expand Amtrak's capacity and 
routes in Michigan; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 


EE 


ADDITIONAL SPONSORS TO PUBLIC 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu- 
tions as follows: 
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H.R. 736: Mr. GOODLATTE. 

H.R. 1322: Mr. MURPHY of Connecticut and 
Mr. FATTAH. 
. 1801: 
. 1884: 
. 1921: 
. 2049: 
. 2208: 
. 2329: 


. HONDA. 

. JOHNSON of Illinois. 

. WATSON. 

. SHERMAN. 

. ALTMIRE. 

. SCHIFF. 

. 2514: . PASTOR. 

. 2596: . JACKSON-LEE of Texas. 
H.R. 3257: Ms. HIRONO and Mr. ALEXANDER. 
H.R. 3609: Mr. CAPUANO and Ms. EDWARDS 

of Maryland. 
H.R. 4173: Mr. SESTAK. 

. 5580: Mr. BLUMENAUER and Mr. TOWNS. 

. 5734: . ALEXANDER. 

. 5756: . GORDON. 

. 5852: . DoYLE and Mr. WEINER. 

. 5950: . ROTHMAN. 

. 6057: . HIRONO. 

. 6310: . Ross. 

. 6337: . ROTHMAN. 
H.R. 6404: Mr. WU, Mr. 

CLEAVER, and Mr. MCCOTTER. 
H.R. 6548: Mr. ROTHMAN. 


PLATTS, Mr. 
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H.R. 6873: Mr. CLAY and Mr. LANGEVIN. 

H.R. 6941: Mr. STARK, Ms. WATSON, and 
Mrs. NAPOLITANO. 

H.R. 7023: Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. 

H.R. 7187: Mr. CRAMER. 

H.R. 7273: Ms. EDWARDS of Maryland, Mr. 
HoLT, Mr. MOLLOHAN, Mr. SIRES, Mr. LOBI- 
ONDO, Mr. PAUL, Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas, 
Mr. ANDREWS, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. CONYERS, 
Mr. CAMPBELL of California, Mr. MCKEON, 
Mr. DOYLE, Mr. CAPUANO, and Mr. HOLDEN. 

H.R. 7276: Mr. PITTS, Ms. Foxx, Mr. FOR- 
TENBERRY, and Mr. BILIRAKIS. 

H.R. 7277: Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor- 
ida, Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland, Mr. EHLERS, 
Mr. PAUL, Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. GRAVES, Mr. 
UPTON, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. BOUSTANY, Ms. 
Foxx, and Mr. BONNER. 

H.J. Res. 101: Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. KING of 
Iowa, Mrs. BACHMANN, Mr. MANZULLO, Mr. 
PLATTS, and Mr. SHADEGG. 

H. Con. Res. 284: Mr. GOODLATTE. 

Н. Con. Res. 484: Ms. McCoLLUM of Min- 
nesota. 

Н. Res. 1328: Mr. HIGGINS, and Ms. LORETTA 
SANCHEZ of California. 
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H. Res. 1477: Mr. GOODE, Mr. DAVID DAVIS 
of Tennessee, Mr. BoyD of Florida, Mr. JONES 
of North Carolina, Mr. LOBIONDO, Mr. DICKS, 
Mr. SHULER, Mr. BRADY of Texas, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, and Mr. PICKERING. 

H. Res. 1482: Mr. GOODLATTE. 

H. Res. 1529: Ms. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ of Cali- 
fornia, Mr. WEINER, and Mr. CUMMINGS. 


— 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 3 of rule XII, petitions 
and papers were laid on the clerk's 
desk and referred as follows: 


340. The Speaker presented a petition of 
the National Urban League, relative to a let- 
ter asking for an economic stimulus that 
meets the urgent needs of the nation; to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

341. Also, a petition of the Polish Legion of 
American Veterans, relative to a resolution 
opposing the removal of memorials honoring 
heroic veterans; to the Committee on House 
Administration. 


November 20, 2008 
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SENATE—Thursday, November 20, 2008 


The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable MARK 
L. PRYOR, à Senator from the State of 
Arkansas. 


PRAYER 


The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of- 
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Lord of creation, You establish day 
and night and the orderly movements 
of the seasons. That same Providence 
orders the lives of our Senators, our 
Nation, and our world. As our law- 
makers seek to do what is right, give 
them the wisdom to discern what is 
best. Show them the pitfalls to avoid 
and the opportunities to seize. Keep 
them from becoming weary in their 
pursuit of Your purposes as they re- 
member Your promise to bring a boun- 
tiful harvest. May they cling to the en- 
during principles of Your truth that 
will lead them to their desired destina- 
tion. 

We pray in Your wonderful Name. 
Amen. 


EE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The Honorable MARK L. PRYOR led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


HERD 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 20, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARK L. PRYOR, a 
Senator from the State of Arkansas, to per- 
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. PRYOR thereupon assumed the 

chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


——— с ——— 


RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 


pore. The majority leader is recog- 
nized. 
——————Á—« A-—— 
SCHEDULE 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks the Senate will proceed 


to à period of morning business. Sen- 
ators will be allowed to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

Following morning business, the Sen- 
ate will resume the motion to proceed 
to H.R. 6867, which is the emergency 
unemployment compensation legisla- 
tion. Yesterday, cloture was filed on 
that motion to proceed to the measure. 
Senators will be notified when a vote is 
Scheduled. Senators should be prepared 
for a rollcall vote today—or maybe 
votes. 

We are in a situation where we do not 
know, procedurally, what we are going 
to be able to accomplish today. This 
doesn’t ripen until tomorrow. So we 
could pass unemployment compensa- 
tion legislation today, to give relief to 
people who are desperately in need of 
these checks. But we may not be able 
to do that until tomorrow. We hope 
that at least on this measure we would 
be able to get consent to pass this. 

After that, we have some procedural 
roadblocks. I have spoken to a number 
of Senators today. Of course, the desire 
is we complete all of our actions until 
we come back on January 6, but that 
may not be possible. We have the 
Thanksgiving recess. I have had calls 
from staff and Senators. They are hav- 
ing trouble making new arrangements, 
if, in fact, we have any to be made. So 
it may be necessary that we come back 
after Thanksgiving. I have not had an 
opportunity to converse with my Re- 
publican counterpart, but I will do 
that. I have a meeting scheduled later 
today with the Speaker. 

Everyone stay tuned, and we will do 
the very best we can to let Senators 
know where we are at any given time. 


EE 


RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 


EE 


MORNING BUSINESS 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business for up to 1 hour, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The Senator from Oklahoma is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to be recognized in 
morning business for whatever time I 
shall consume. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


BAILOUT DEMANDS 


Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, Ameri- 
cans are once again being asked to foot 
the bill for yet another very urgent 
bailout, as it is termed. In October, 
Congress voted for an unprecedented 
$750 billion bailout of Wall Street. Now 
much of the same alarmist rhetoric is 
being employed to pressure Members to 
act quickly. 

The latest bailout demand making 
the rounds of Washington is for the Big 
Three in the auto industry. The Demo- 
crats would have you believe the pro- 
posed bailout is all about saving jobs. 
But having been in Washington long 
enough, my instincts led me to dig 
deeper, where I unearthed the green 
roots hiding behind the ‘“‘bailing out" 
rhetoric. It now appears that much of 
what you have heard in the media 
about the auto bailout being about jobs 
has been misleading. In fact, there are 
the usual suspects working behind the 
Scene to subvert the auto bailout and 
ultimately betray autoworkers. 

These are the facts. The proposed $25 
billion bailout of Detroit now appears 
to have been hijacked by the powerful 
environmental lobby. When I say ‘‘pow- 
erful," it is by far the most powerful 
lobby and best financed lobby—those 
out in Hollywood I have referred to 
many times,  moveon.org, George 
Soros, the Michael Moores—they talk 
millions and millions of dollars. They 
are indeed the powerful lobby. 

Isuggest there is an idea that came 
to fruition from the November 19 Wall 
Street Journal. They ask, in this Wall 
Street Journal editorial: 

When is $25 billion in taxpayer cash insuffi- 
cient to bail out Detroit's auto makers? 

ТПе answer: 

When the money is à tool of the Congres- 
sional industrial policy to turn GM, Ford 
and Chrysler into agents of the Sierra Club 
and other green lobbies. 

According to the Wall Street Jour- 
nal, the auto bailout has degenerated 
into a tool to «make Detroit à sub- 
sidiary of the Sierra Club." 

We hear proponents of the auto bail- 
out endlessly saying this is all about 
jobs. But the truth is, this bailout ap- 
pears to be about environmental lob- 
bies taking over the U.S. auto indus- 
try. 

The Wall Street Journal explains fur- 
ther, and I am quoting again: 

In their public statements, proponents de- 
Scribe the bailout as an attempt to save jobs, 
American manufacturing and the middle- 
class way of life. But look closely and you 
can see that what's really going on is an at- 
tempt to use taxpayer money to remake De- 
troit in the image of the modern environ- 
mental movement. Given а choice between 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements ог insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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greens and blue-collar workers, 
puts greens first. 

That was an interesting quote in the 
article, that really has delved into this 
thing and talks about what the real 
motivation is behind it. 

How did this attempt at a green 
takeover of Detroit come about? Con- 
gress approved $25 billion for Detroit 
earlier this year for “green retooling.” 
President Bush—when this came up, 
the need came up to have the $25 bil- 
lion—proposed to revise that $25 bil- 
lion, the same amount of money, and 
allow it to be used for Detroit's general 
purposes by eliminating the green con- 
ditions. In other words, the amount of 
money there that everyone is so anx- 
ious to get in there, that they say is 
going to resolve the problem, is there 
and it is available today, but it has 
been rejected. That shows the choice 
between green and blue collar is very 
clear. 

The Wall Street Journal reported: 

Democratic leaders refused. They are in- 
sisting instead that the Bush administration 
give Detroit another $25 billion in cash. 

Let’s keep in mind this is the second 
$25 billion we are talking about, not 
the first. “The Bush administration’s 
proposal is unacceptable,’’ declared my 
colleague, Senate majority leader 
HARRY REID. 

The Wall Street Journal asks, and I 
am quoting again now: 

If the problem is so urgent, why keep the 
green chains on that first $25 billion? Gen- 
eral Motors in particular is saying that it 
may have to declare bankruptcy by the end 
of the year without a taxpayer capital injec- 
tion. Aren’t jobs at stake? 

Again, this is the choice being given. 
But the jobs do not appear to be the 
overriding concern when it comes to 
the proposed bailout. A November 18 
commentary in the Chicago Sun-Times 
bluntly declared that Congress should 
“attach environmental strings to the 
Big Three bailout." 

The auto industry occupies a critical posi- 
tion, not just in the U.S. economy, but also 
in the struggle to cope with climate change 
and the energy crisis. The government has 
immense leverage right now to force the Big 
Three to make progress on multiple fronts 
and should and should not be afraid to use it. 

This is what Andrew Leonard wrote 
in the Sun-Times. 

Barack Obama has spoken many times of 
his ambitious plans to steer the U.S. toward 
a future where Americans are driving fuel-ef- 
ficient cars that run on renewable energy. If 
the government is going to bail out the auto 
industry, it should do so only with the ex- 
plicit requirement that the Big Three accel- 
erate down that road as fast as they can. 

Again, I am quoting from the Sun- 
Times. One of the key ‘‘green strings" 
that the environmental lobby wants to 
impose on Detroit is making the Cor- 
porate Average Fuel Economy—that is 
the CAFE standards—more draconian 
than they are today. 

My colleague, Democratic Senator 
BILL NELSON, wants conditions on the 
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auto bailout that would mandate auto 
companies increase their average fuel 
economy to 40 miles per gallon in 10 
years and then 50 miles per gallon a 
mere 2 years later, in 2020. He also re- 
portedly wants requirements for an 
‘increased production of hybrids, flex- 
fuel and electric vehicles,’’ according 
to Congress Daily. 

My colleague, Democratic Senator 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN, has also tied auto 
bailout money to increased CAFE 
standards: 

Congress should require that the auto- 
makers shift to a new business model that 
focuses on hybrid, electric, and other next 
generation vehicle technologies. 

She wrote that on November 14. She 
even expands the mandates to include 
costly global warming concerns by ‘‘re- 
quiring the NHTSA to use the Energy 
Information Administration’s most ac- 
curate gasoline price projection and 
consider global benefits from reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions when setting 
CAFE standards." 

Again that is a quote. 

The Wall Street Journal countered 
with a commonsense alternative to in- 
creasing CAFE standards. 

If Congress wants to ease the immediate 
burden on Detroit, it could also ease the on- 
erous fleet-mileage standards (CAFE rules) 
that force the companies to make cars do- 
mestically that are unprofitable. A mere 
tweak would help a lot—for example, simply 
allowing Congress to meet CAFE standards 
by counting the cars it makes at home and 
abroad. 

If you include them all, they would be able 
to meet these standards. 

This alone might save Chrysler from bank- 
ruptcy. But Congress won’t budge on that 
simple change. 

This latest bout of environmental 
thuggery is not an isolated incident. 
The legislative goals of Democrats and 
their environmental allies reveal that 
saving jobs is not their highest pri- 
ority. President-elect Obama has 
pledged to grant California a global- 
warming-motivated waiver to allow the 
State to demand its own standards of 
emission reductions from new auto- 
mobiles. This would essentially allow а 
State-by-State approach, thus creating 
a patchwork of regulatory compliance 
regimes in addition to the Federal 
standard that would be even more cost- 
ly for automobile manufacturers. 

We have gone through this before. We 
have had this same suggestion being 
made. If there is any single thing that 
would increase the price of cars and 
drive them out of the market, it would 
be to let each State determine what its 
own standards are going to be. It can- 
not work. 

The Wall Street Journal summed up 
this attempted hostile green takeover 
and the efforts to create an ‘‘Environ- 
mental Motor Company" this way: 

АП of this shows that Democrats don't 
merely want to save jobs. They want an en- 
tirely different American auto industry that 
serves goals other than selling cars to con- 
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sumers. The green lobbies have disliked De- 
troit for decades—for resisting fleet mileage 
standards and having the audacity to make 
SUVs, trucks and other vehicles that people 
have wanted to buy but that violate the 
modern environmental pieties. For the 
greens, the bailout is their main chance to 
remake Detroit according to their dictates. 

That is the height of us in Govern- 
ment saying our wisdom is so much 
greater than the private sector that we 
are going to impose that on this indus- 
try. Now the problems are there. 

They continued: 

The more realistic alternative to this uto- 
pian green vision is to let GM or Chrysler 
file for Chapter 11 like any other company 
that can't pay its bills. 

The immediate cost would be severe. At 
least bankruptcy would provide the political 
and legal means for them to evolve into 
smaller, more competitive companies. Tax- 
payers should not be asked to finance a 
green industrial policy promoted by lobby- 
ists and Congressmen who know nothing 
about what it takes to make а car, much less 
what it takes to make a profit. 

You have to look at this. I wonder 
sometimes, if we had not been so quick 
and so generous to come up with $700 
bilion in this bailout, that perhaps 
they would not be lining up. Who is 
going to be standing in line after the 
auto industry? I don't think anybody 
knows—I don't—but someone is. They 
are waiting to see what kind of results 
there are. Is it Government's role to 
run businesses from Washington and to 
finance those businesses? Is it nec- 
essary? 

I have gotten a lot of criticism be- 
cause I have been quite outspoken in 
opposition to the $700 billion bailout. 
But I would like to do one thing; that 
is, if there is one thing people have not 
Stopped to think about, that is the 
amount of $700 billion. What is $700 bil- 
lion? It is very difficult for me and for 
anyone else, I think, to think in terms 
of those billions of dollars. But I did 
Some research. I found that there are 
189 million families, households in 
America, who file tax returns. If you do 
your simple math, 139 million families 
and $700 billion in a bailout, that is 
$5,000 a family. If people think in terms 
of that, maybe they will get a little bit 
concerned. 

We have already spent, of that—Sec- 
retary Paulson—$125 billion on nine 
large banks. This is not what they said 
or what he said 2 weeks prior to the Oc- 
tober 1 vote. What he said at that time 
was: We have to have $700 billion to 
buy damaged assets, and it is going to 
take $700 billion. If this continues to 
happen, we are going to have another 
Great Depression. 

And we got all excited and concerned. 
Granted, I know Secretary Paulson is à 
very knowledgeable person. But for 
him to make that case, get the money, 
and then spend it on something else is 
something that is very difficult to un- 
derstand. 

I would suggest that when we drafted 
that law, which I opposed at the time, 
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that was in two increments—actually, 
three. The first $250 billion was going 
to be handed to him to go ahead and 
Spend as he wanted to, and then, if he 
needed $100 billion more, the President 
could see to it that they got it. That 
has already happened. They have $350 
billon, of which $60 billion is left and 
has not been spent as of this moment 
in time, to my knowledge. I got my in- 
formation personally from them last 
'Tuesday. 

So where we are today is we are sit- 
ting on $60 billion. He has described 
this as a cushion. When I say “һе,” I 
am talking about Secretary Paulson. 
So we need to now think about the 
other $350 billion because it appears, as 
he said, the financial markets have 
been stabilized. If this is true, then 
maybe we do not need to get into that 
other $350 billion. Keep in mind, we 
have $60 billion there on the table 
ready to be used anyway. 

So what I have done is drafted legis- 
lation that is called S. 3697. We have 
some Democrats and some Republicans 
cosponsoring this. It is not a freeze. I 
wish it were. I wish I could craft a 
piece of legislation that said: Let's 
take the $350 billion and give it all 
back to the taxpayers; it belongs to 
them. But we know that would not fly. 
So instead of that, we went ahead and 
did it to make à modest change in the 
System. 

As the law is drafted right now, if the 
request is made by the Treasury Sec- 
retary, whether Secretary Paulson or 
another person, that money is going to 
automatically come to them if no one 
objects while we are in session for 15 
days. Well, we are going to go out of 
session probably tomorrow and very 
likely will not be coming back until 
January 6. That means that if any need 
is there, all he has to do is say so and 
the money will come forward. 

So what we have done is change—ac- 
tually, we only changed one word. The 
word we changed was ‘unless’? and 
“until.” I do not have it right here, but 
it says the money can be accessed un- 
less Congress stops them from doing it. 
However, by changing that to ‘‘until,”’ 
that means it cannot be accessed until 
we take a positive action in the Sen- 
ate. That is what I think is perhaps not 
nearly enough protection, but it is 
some protection. I would encourage 
colleagues to rally around this because 
there is no other means out there right 
now, no other vehicle that anyone has 
put forward that is going to resolve 
this problem. It is going to keep the 
other $350 billion, and that is about 
$2,500 for every family in America who 
pays taxes and files a tax return. There 
is no other way of doing it except for 
this bill. 

So I would encourage our Members to 
join in this effort. And it is going to 
have to be done today. If it is not done 
today, it is not going to be done. I hope 
the people outside realize there are a 
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few of us here who realize we want to 
stop this train, particularly if Sec- 
retary Paulson is correct, as he be- 
lieves he is, when he says the financial 
markets have been stabilized. So we 
have б. 3697. I would encourage my col- 
leagues to come down and sign this so 
we can actually bring it up and vote on 
it and have it become a reality. 

I yield the floor. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Maryland is 
recognized. 


EE 


SAVING JOBS 


Ms. MIKULSKI. I wish to speak in 
morning business on the topic of the 
economic situation which the country 
faces and where we are. 

I want to acknowledge that the Sen- 
ator from Oklahoma has some inter- 
esting ideas, and I would like to know 
more about it because I am pretty frus- 
trated about what has happened with 
the taxpayer rescue money we have 
gotten. 

First, let me say, though, I am pretty 
frustrated with the Senate right now. I 
am frustrated that we are lame in this 
lameduck session. I was telling my 
constituents as I moved around Mary- 
land, as is my habit and joy, that I 
have used this as a November work ses- 
sion—you know, get back to work. The 
election is over. We know who won. 
Now it is time to govern and govern 
with responsibility, to come back and 
go to work. So we come back, and here 
we are again whirling around with a lot 
of parliamentary quagmires. Can we 
bring it up? I object. No. We could be 
filibustered, et cetera. While we are 
fiddling and diddling to a parliamen- 
tary tune here, our economy is burn- 
ing. And the question is, Do we burn 
the economic house down around us by 
inaction? 

Now, you might not like this rescue 
plan or that rescue plan or what about 
the automobile. I am a champion of 
jobs in the automobile industry. I do 
not champion an industry, I champion 
the jobs in the industry. I do not be- 
lieve this Congress understands what 
the automobile industry is. Yes, it is 
manufacturers, union and nonunion. 
Whether it is the big three in Detroit 
and the UAW or whether it is foreign 
logo cars being made in the Southern 
States of our country, the Toyotas in 
Texas and Kentucky, the Nissans in 
Tennessee and so on, we are talking 
about jobs. We are talking about people 
who make the cars, and then we are 
talking about dealers who sell them, 
service them, maintain them, and the 
support services. In many rural parts 
of my State, the automobile dealers 
are the biggest employers outside of 
the local school system and the local 
hospital. So I want to talk about jobs, 
and that is what I have been talking 
about. 

But while we are talking about the 
rescue plan, what is shocking to me is 
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the rigidity of the administration to 
help wrap up their time in the White 
House and their time to get our econ- 
omy going, the fact that they are un- 
willing to look at the rescue package 
as a tool for saving jobs rather than 
saving banks. 

Now, this is where I believe we have 
gotten ourselves off on the wrong 
track. When I voted for the rescue 
plan, I thought I was voting for dealing 
with the credit crisis and bringing the 
financial system to some form of sta- 
bility. It was a little too trickle-down 
for me, but I thought, we are in a cri- 
sis, square your shoulders and get out 
there and do it. Well, what has hap- 
pened is, instead of dealing with help- 
ing with jobs, we have been helping 
with banks. The bailout has been sim- 
ply a handout to Wall Street banks. 
And you know what, they have made 
out like bandits. Them that got want 
even more and do not promise to do 
anything in return. 

Let’s review how we got there. We 
were facing Armageddon. We were con- 
cerned about the collapse of our finan- 
cial system that America essentially 
helped create in terms of a financial 
system. We were talking about a frozen 
credit system that would affect big 
business and small business in our 
community. We were also concerned 
about the homeowner who was losing 
their home. Well, what did we do? We 
said: OK, we are going to make a public 
investment of $700 billion of taxpayers’ 
money in the economy, through our 
Secretary of the Treasury. Now, who 
was this investor? Well, the taxpayers 
became investors. 

You know, we use that term, ‘‘tax- 
payers." What does it mean? Well, I 
will tell you what it means to ‘‘Senator 
Barb" from Maryland. It means that 
single mother, that single mother who 
is trying to hold her family together, 
maybe in a job that pays $10 or $12 an 
hour, trying to keep her kids together, 
collect her child support, make sure 
She has an 8-year-old car still running 
and make sure those kids are in school 
to do something. She does not have а 
lot of money, and we take a chunk of 
it. What about the farmer and what 
about the waterman who right now is 
out in this cold weather trying to bring 
oysters to our Thanksgiving table? We 
are going to have a table of bounty; 
they have a table of trouble. But no, we 
are going to take their money and give 
it to Paulson to give it to AIG. 

Mr. INHOFE. Would the Senator 
yield for one question? 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Let me finish de- 
Scribing the taxpayer, and I will come 
back to you. 

What about the waitress—you know, 
somebody who carries, in that diner, 
big plates of food? And what does she 
end up with at the end of the day? A 
few tips, a bad back, varicose veins, 
and a government that is not on her 
Side. That is where Paulson got the 
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money from. OK. So that is where that 
$700 billion came from. Then I will talk 
about what he did with it. 

I turn to my colleague. 

Mr. INHOFE. I thank the Senator for 
yielding. I appreciate the very favor- 
able comments she has made about my 
legislation. What is interesting about 
this is it is supported by à whole host— 
Senator SANDERS is supporting it, as 
well as on the far right we have Sen- 
ator COBURN апа Senator DEMINT. бо 
we are not the only ones who feel this 
WAy. 

But the point I would like to make 
and ask you if you agree is, $700 bil- 
lion—you heard me describe how to put 
that in and understand how much that 
means to the American people. It is 
$5,000 for each family who files à tax 
return. We have an opportunity to save 
half of that right now. I would encour- 
age the Senator from Maryland to join 
in this effort because I think it can get 
done and it could get done during this 
time. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Well, I will consider 
looking at his legislation, I assure him 
on the floor. I think we are in agree- 
ment with some of the principles you 
articulated earlier. 

But let me go on with my speech and 
See if we can't find that sensible cen- 
ter, that common ground we both 
would like to perceive because when I 
Say, What were the Congress and the 
American people promised for this as- 
tronomical sum of money we gave, we 
were promised by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, on behalf of the President of 
the United States, that the investment 
of the taxpayer would go to stabilizing 
the financial system, get credit flowing 
again in our communities, and get the 
economy rolling. What did we get? We 
got bait and switched from Paulson. 
Paulson changed his plan. He origi- 
nally said he would use it to open cred- 
it and to also deal with the toxic mort- 
gages. Now he is using it for money to 
buy ownership in banks and not asking 
anything in return. Paulson threw 
money at the banks with no strings at- 
tached. We have now spent close to $350 
billion, and where are we? We are no- 
where. The stock market is down and 
unemployment is up. Things have actu- 
ally gotten worse. People continue to 
lose their homes. Now they are losing 
their life savings. And with our inac- 
tion on unemployment, they will lose 
their jobs. 

So let's talk about them that got. Do 
you remember their greed? Do you re- 
member their incompetence on Wall 
Street that got us into this economic 
Superfund site? 

What did Wall Street say over the 
last several years to regulators and 
policymakers? Stay away. Get out of 
the way. It is our way or the highway. 
Having gotten buckets of bucks from 
the taxpayer, what does Wall Street 
say? Stay out of the way. Get out of 
the way. It is our way. And by the way, 
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give us more, and let us keep our high 
pay. 

Well, it is not only what we hear 
from them, it is what we don't hear 
from them. You know what is so shock- 
ing to me. After this money goes to the 
big banks, there is no sense of grati- 
tude. There is no sense of gratitude 
that that waitress, that single mother, 
that farmer, that firefighter is willing 
to do this—no sense of gratitude. There 
is also no sense of remorse on how they 
got us into this terrible situation. 

I know the Presiding Officer is a man 
of faith, as are our colleague from 
Oklahoma and myself. In my faith, 
when you have sinned, the way you get 
it right is you show remorse, you 
promise not to sin any more. You say: 
Lets make amends. How can I get it 
right? 

Have we heard that out of them? I 
have read every paper, heard every con- 
versation. There is not one bit of re- 
morse. They swagger around and say: 
There are three  Americas—North 
America, South America, and cor- 
porate America. They treat themselves 
like à free trade zone. Hello. Do they 
promise to sin no more? Do we see а 
sense in the passion for reform coming 
out of them, saying: Boy, did we screw 
up; we now want to get it right? No. Do 
they say: Let's make amends? And the 
way they want to say lets make 
amends would be to work with our eco- 
nomic people to get jobs, credit, and 
our economy rolling. No. So what, in- 
Stead, do those who have gotten bail- 
out money do? They give themselves 
lavish salaries, bonuses, big perks such 
as spa retreats and golf tournaments in 
the most luxurious places in the world. 
And we are told that in order for them 
to keep talent, they have to pay big bo- 
nuses or people will walk away. They 
say that in order to keep the big talent 
at the big banks, they have to give big 
bonuses. I want to say, if they want to 
£o, it is OK by me. I am an investor. 
Not as а Senator, but as а taxpayer, 
Why would we want to hold on to 
them? They got us into this mess. So it 
is OK by me if they go. There are plen- 
ty of talented people ready to go to 
work for our country. 

This is what “Senator Barb" wants 
to say to Wall Street: We do not want 
to be passive investors. We want to be 
active investors, not in а socialist form 
of government, picking winners and 
losers, but, by God, have a sense of re- 
form. Cull out what is the best way to 
have sensible regulation. Come up with 
the great ideas to get our economy 
going and use the power and muscle of 
America's financial system. There is 
talent there to do that. If you need a 
lavish bonus to do this, then leave. 
Leave or get out of the way. There is à 
new sheriff coming to town, and I am 
part of that posse. There are not only 
young people but а lot of people who 
want to rebuild our country. 

SoIsay to those on Wall Street who 
feel they can't work for less than $14 
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million à year, you now work for the 
United States of America. Once we 
Started making that public investment 
in you, you now work for the United 
States. Work for the United States. 
Give us your best thinking. Give us 
your energy. Give us your ideas. What 
I want to say to them is: It is time to 
restore our economy, restore our na- 
tional honor. 

Isay to those who are working in the 
economic system, pull up your pants 
and your pantsuits and start to go to 
work. Let's rebuild the economy. 

I yield the floor. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Tennessee. 


EE 


AUTOMAKER BAILOUT 


Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, it is a 
pleasure to be back here this week. I 
hope the Presiding Officer and his fam- 
ily have a wonderful holiday season 
when we leave tomorrow. I rise today 
to talk about the proposed automaker 
bailout. I have tremendous empathy 
for all of the people involved. I spent 
most of my life in business. I am sure 
these CEOs and others leading these 
companies are going through tumul- 
tuous times. I empathize with them. 

In my beginning period, I was a card- 
carrying union member. I know there 
are a lot of workers who are very con- 
cerned about their future. I have tre- 
mendous empathy for them and their 
families. This is actually a very serious 
time in our history. Regardless of 
where you are, people are concerned 
about the future. I was in other parts 
of the world last week. All around the 
world, people are concerned about the 
future. 

I do want to speak to the speech of 
the Senator from Maryland regarding 
the financial component. Many of the 
car dealers who have called into our of- 
fice actually are far less concerned 
about the Big Three. What they are 
more concerned about is having financ- 
ing for consumers who are coming into 
their dealerships. Like her, I want to 
see people throughout our country be 
able to operate their businesses. I am 
certainly not here to defend any of the 
Secretaries or anybody else. I will say 
that I did have a conversation yester- 
day with Secretary Paulson and with 
Federal Reserve Chairman Bernanke. 
They are putting in place a facility to 
deal with consumer finance that hope- 
fully will be in place by year end to 
help deal with some of the financing 
components that are stressing the 
automakers. 

I wish to specifically address the re- 
quest by the automakers. I was privi- 
leged to be part of a hearing the other 
day in banking where the three CEOs 
and the leader of the United Auto 
Workers testified. I was struck by the 
lack of coherence, the fact that we had 
three leaders in corporate America 
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whom I actually have а degree of re- 
Spect for. I was in some ways embar- 
rassed for some of them. They evi- 
dently had no plan. They felt in the 
Senate and in the House today the 
time was good for receiving moneys 
from taxpayers. It was sort of a "get 
here while the getting is good," if you 
will. It was embarrassing to hear their 
testimony and the lack of thought that 
had been put into place as it related to 
the request. They had come up with a 
number of $25 billion. They were actu- 
ally hesitant to tell us how, as a pact, 
the three of them had decided to divide 
this money. After a lot of probing, we 
were able to get them to say that they 
have decided to divide the money based 
on their proportional share of the auto 
market. 

I pressed them to find out if we did, 
in fact, agree to loan them this $25 bil- 
lion, would that be it? It was evident 
that, no, this was a downpayment and 
that they had done nothing whatsoever 
to think about what might happen 
after the taxpayers invested in them. 

One of the questions I wish to ask is: 
Why would we address these three 
automakers as some homogeneous 
group? They are three different compa- 
nies. They are in three different cir- 
cumstances. It is interesting to me 
that the head of the United Auto Work- 
ers knows that they are in three dif- 
ferent circumstances. What he said was 
that Ford was actually in good shape. 
They had made some tough decisions 
and done some things back in the year 
2006 that have put them in place to ac- 
tually survive. They have about $23 bil- 
lion of cash right now. He said he had 
been in to look at the books and Chrys- 
ler was actually in second place. I 
would have thought that Chrysler ac- 
tually would have been the weakest of 
the three. Their books are not public 
because they are a private company. 
He laid out the fact that actually 
Chrysler was in a stronger position but 
that GM was a company that was in 
more disarray. So as we look at this, I 
find it so irresponsible that we would 
actually even talk about a rescue pack- 
age, looking at these companies as a 
group. They are three very different 
companies that have addressed their 
issues in three very different ways. I 
find it incredibly irresponsible to even 
consider looking at them as a group. 

I wonder, in a market with 10 million 
cars being sold, why we need three do- 
mestic automakers. I wonder whether 
we would be better off if possibly we 
had two or we had one that was strong. 
Again, that is something that the mar- 
ket can decide. 

One of the greatest disservices we 
could actually do to these automakers 
and to the many people who depend 
upon them for employment, whether 
they be direct employees or tier 1 or 2 
suppliers, is to grant them this money. 
That would be a major mistake. These 
companies have all kinds of legacy 
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issues they have not been able to deal 
with. Let me point out one. General 
Motors has 7,000 dealers. They probably 
need about 1,500 dealers. What the deal- 
ers did years ago is, they went around 
and got States to pass laws that said 
that GM could not do away with their 
dealerships. We have had the strong 
dealers actually calling our office and 
telling us they actually have hurt 
themselves by putting these State laws 
in place, because there are so many 
dealers that each of them is having 
trouble making a profit. It would be a 
tremendous disservice for us to grant 
money to these companies without 
causing them to reorganize. 

There is something we have in this 
country called bankruptcy protection. 
There is something that allows compa- 
nies to go in and reorganize, to put 
their strengths in order, do away with 
their weaknesses and actually carry 
on. I do hope as we debate this—I real- 
ize nothing is going to happen this 
week; this was kind of a 
preapplication; that we will probably 
be dealing with this in January—but I 
do hope we will look at this in a ma- 
ture way and realize that these compa- 
nies have not done the things they 
should have done, maybe that they 
could have done, and that possibly we 
can be of service to them by making 
them do the things they need to do. 

Another example: Chrysler Company 
has a situation where when they idle a 
plant, they actually, in some cases, are 
obligated to pay the workers of those 
plants for up to 4 years beyond the 
time the plant is idle. I don’t know of 
any business in the world that can sur- 
vive in a healthy fashion with those 
types of obligations. 

I have tremendous empathy for the 
people involved. One of these compa- 
nies has a plant in our State. But I say 
to my colleagues, the worst thing we 
could possibly do in this situation is to 
acquiesce to this request that lacked 
coherence, lacked thoughtfulness, 
lacked a plan as to how these compa- 
nies would be successful in the future, 
and let them go about their business in 
the way that they have been going 
about it. They will be back, if this 
money is granted. I hope we will stand 
firm, that we will be responsible with 
taxpayer moneys, and that even 
though I am opposed to this, even if 
the money ends up being granted in 
some form or fashion, we will cause 
them to make the decisions that need 
to be made for them to actually be suc- 
cessful in the future. 

I thank the Chair and yield the floor. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Rhode Island. 


EXTENDING UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE 
Mr. REED. Mr. President, I rise in 
support of extending unemployment in- 
surance to help the 10 million jobless 
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Americans, the most in a quarter cen- 
tury, who are searching for work. 

In the wake of the subprime mort- 
gage crisis, turmoil on Wall Street, and 
decline in consumer spending, workers 
throughout this country are being 
given pink slips by the thousands. In 
fact, we are seeing record numbers 
today, further amplifying the depth 
and the seriousness of this employment 
crisis in the United States. The situa- 
tion continues to worsen. This does not 
appear to be a passing trend, but, un- 
fortunately, unless we do something 
quickly and appropriately, we can an- 
ticipate continuing job losses. We have 
already seen across the country indi- 
viduals whom we know—family mem- 
bers, cousins, friends—who, one, are ei- 
ther losing their job, or, two, are being 
very concerned that their employment 
status is tenuous and at any moment 
they could be given the word that they 
have lost their job. Over the course of 
1 month, national job loss numbers 
jumped from 6.1 percent to 6.5 per- 
cent—an extraordinary jump in 1 
month. Updated State numbers, which 
will be released on Friday, will unfor- 
tunately likely continue to reflect this 
deterioration in our job markets. 

Despite this bad news, a resolution of 
this employment crisis does not seem 
to be approaching. As I suggested, 
there are indications this will get 
worse before it gets better—another 
reason to act now to try to provide sup- 
port and assistance to those people who 
have worked and now find themselves 
without a job, through no fault of their 
own. 

In my home State of Rhode Island, 
these national trends are amplified 
dramatically. Nearly 9 percent of 
Rhode Islanders are now unemployed. 
That is 50,200 people. We are a small 
State with a relatively small popu- 
lation. Mr. President, 50,200 people are 
without work. They are searching for 
work. They are searching for answers. 
They are searching for help. We have to 
provide the help, and then the long- 
term answers. 

Job losses in Rhode Island are occur- 
ring in all sectors. This is not just one 
area of economic endeavor that is 
under stress. Every area is under 
stress. Workers in manufacturing 
plants have been particularly hurt, and 
that is another consequence or another 
aspect of this discussion of the support 
for the auto industry. We have thou- 
sands of jobs in Rhode Island that in 
some way depend upon the auto indus- 
try. So their fate is linked to what we 
do effectively, constructively to assist 
these companies to maintain their 
presence, but also to change their prac- 
tices so they are not only here for a 
few more months, but they can evolve 
into a sustainable manufacturing in- 
dustry that will lead the world, as it 
once did, in the manufacture of high- 
quality, economically, and environ- 
mentally sound vehicles. 
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We are seeing layoff notices in the fi- 
nancial and services industries despite 
all the efforts we have made to support 
these industries through the legisla- 
tion we passed last September. These 
losses are from small mom-and-pop 
manufacturing shops in Rhode Island 
and go up into national financial com- 
panies that are shedding workers. 

This is a problem that must be ad- 
dressed. We have done it in the past. In 
1991 and 2002, Congress worked with the 
White House to successfully extend 
temporary benefits when unemploy- 
ment rates were significantly high. In 
June, I was pleased that Congress came 
together and passed a 138-week emer- 
gency extension of unemployment in- 
surance for all States. This was an im- 
portant step to help desperate families 
make ends meet. But jobs are becoming 
Scarcer. The action we took in June 
has actually been overtaken by events 
in the world marketplace. 

We have to deal with this issue, par- 
ticularly in those States such as Rhode 
Island that are seeing unusually high 
unemployment rates. So far, 4,16 
Rhode Islanders have already ex- 
hausted their federal benefits. They are 
still searching for work, unsuccess- 
fully, but now they have lost the sup- 
port of unemployment insurance. 

There are 20,000 Rhode Islanders who 
are receiving unemployment insurance 
benefits. In the first week of November, 
another 1,8347 Rhode Islanders were 
added to our State's unemployment 
rolls. These are very dispiriting num- 
bers. They call for action, and I hope 
we can act. 

Nationally, it is estimated that near- 
ly 1.2 million Americans will exhaust 
their current benefits by the end of the 
year. Where do they go? They have no 
direct financial support through the 
unemployment compensation program. 
They have seen the value of their 
homes whittle down to, in some cases, 
less than the mortgage they owe. They 
are seeing pressures in every area. Un- 
less we provide them some assistance, 
their ability to simply keep their heads 
above water—to keep their families 
fed, to keep a bit of hope alive—will be 
extinguished. We cannot let that hap- 
pen. 

These benefits are not handouts. 
These people have worked. They have 
paid into the program. They receive à 
modest weekly benefit to keep them 
close to making ends meet. 

There is something else too. We have 
а task before us not simply to deal in- 
dividually with men and women who 
have worked hard and now—through no 
fault of their own, through the action 
of the huge economic forces world- 
wide—find themselves without jobs. We 
have to get this country moving again. 
We have to stimulate the economy. 

Unemployment insurance helps do 
that. These benefits are spent right 
away in the local communities. These 
benefits are going to people who are 
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not going to, unfortunately, be able to 
put it away for a rainy day. Today is 
their rainy day. They are going to have 
to go to the supermarket. They are 
going to have to go to the pharmacy. 
They are going to have to go put some 
gas in their automobiles to get around, 
to get their families around. This 
money is spent almost immediately on 
food, medicine, and gasoline. Econo- 
mists of virtually every stripe believe 
this is one of the most effective ways 
to stimulate the economy, to increase 
consumer demand. 

This is something we have to do. It 
generates approximately $1.64 in gross 
domestic product per $1 spent. So for 
every dollar of unemployment com- 
pensation benefits, we are generating 
additional support. 

In September, I introduced bipartisan 
legislation to provide an additional 7 
weeks of unemployment insurance to 
people who have exhausted their bene- 
fits, and 18 more weeks of benefits to 
unemployed workers in States such as 
Rhode Island that have unemployment 
rates above 6 percent. 

Despite the urgent need for these 
extra benefits, a minority of Senators 
prevented this bill from moving for- 
ward. What we have seen since that 
date is not an improvement in the situ- 
ation but a significant deterioration in 
the situation. We can no longer ignore 
acting on this critical issue. 

Today there are more disturbing 
numbers. There is an indication also in 
the press that President Bush would 
sign a bill, but he cannot sign a bill un- 
less we pass а bill. We have the oppor- 
tunity to do that before we leave 
today. Since the economy continues to 
unravel, we cannot sit back and wait. 
We have to act. 

In October, the House overwhelm- 
ingly passed а measure virtually iden- 
tical to my legislation. We must do the 
same. I hope we take this action this 
week. We cannot wait until January. 
There will be more people without jobs, 
unfortunately, by January, and those 
who are having the opportunity to col- 
lect benefits bill exhaust those benefits 
by January. We have to act. 

We have to do more than just an un- 
employment insurance program. We 
have to focus on other forms of relief 
that will provide not only help to 
Americans but stimulate our economy, 
such as funding for food stamps and 
food banks. Families are turning more 
to these institutions every day. It is 
not just the marginal American, some- 
one who might be on the street strug- 
gling with mental health issues, who 
needs the assistance of those institu- 
tions. More and more families—work- 
ing families—are coming to food banks 
and asking for a handout, for food, to 
feed their children. 

We can do better, and we must do 
better. 

We also have to make investments to 
improve job creation and provide long- 
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term benefits. I think this means in- 
vesting in our infrastructure, putting 
people to work, putting people to work 
to rebuild this country, not in а tran- 
sient, temporary fashion but in 
projects that will last beyond this eco- 
nomic crisis. 

When I was a child in Rhode Island, 
walking around on the sidewalks, look- 
ing down, I would ask my mom and 
dad: What is this plaque: ‘‘WPA’’? Well, 
it is the Work Projects Administration. 
That was from 1935, 1934. Well, in 1955, 
in 1958, in 1968, and, indeed, in 1998, and 
now in 2008, walk around, look at those 
facilities, those public infrastructures 
that are still serving the communities. 
They were investments to help people 


work, but investments that have 
spurred this economy for more than 60 
years. 


We have to do a lot, and we can do a 
lot. There are so many needs here: 
aging infrastructure, roads, bridges, 
public transportation systems, transit 
systems so people can get to work and 
get to school, drinking water systems 
and wastewater systems. 

In Rhode Island, proposed funding for 
these initiatives would support $50 mil- 
lion for road improvements. Some of 
the discussions we have had about a 
package—$50 million for road improve- 
ments. It would also support $14 mil- 
lion for transit operations which would 
assure transit operations for particu- 
larly the poorest citizens of Rhode Is- 
land. It would also support $19.1 mil- 
lion for water infrastructure projects. 

Across this country, these projects 
could generate more than 470,000 jobs. 
We are losing about 500,000 jobs, it 
seems, every reporting period. If we 
could reverse that and report an in- 
crease in jobs, that would not only put 
a lot of money into people’s pockets 
and families’ pockets, but it would also 
send a signal to the country that con- 
fidence can be restored, that hope can 
indeed be engendered. 

Finally, I believe we need to provide 
some funding for the States and com- 
munities that are strapped by this cri- 
sis. We are looking at severe deficits. 
States are looking at them. Many 
States do not have the ability to oper- 
ate beyond a balanced budget. They are 
going to have to make excruciatingly 
difficult cuts. I think we should put 
more money into our matching Federal 
Medicaid programs which will help 
States and help people receive health 
care. These investments, again, are not 
only compelling because of the needs of 
our fellow Americans, but justified be- 
cause of their ability to stimulate the 
economy and to pick us up and move us 
forward. 

Events over the last several months 
have dramatically highlighted the eco- 
nomic challenges we face. We are grap- 
pling with the most severe economic 
downturn we have seen perhaps since 
post-World War II and perhaps since 
the Great Depression—the worst set of 
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economic circumstances. We must do 
something. То sit back and watch 
Americans continue to lose hope, to 
lose their jobs, to lose their sense of 
the potential of this country is unac- 
ceptable. We need swift action. No 
more debate; we need to vote. We need 
to pass an unemployment compensa- 
tion extension bill before we leave 
today. 
Mr. President, I yield the floor. 


ES 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. REED. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the time for morn- 
ing business be extended until 12 noon, 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Florida is rec- 
ognized. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi- 
dent, is the Senate in morning busi- 
ness? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. It is. The Senator from Florida is 
recognized. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. I thank the 
Chair. 

(The remarks of Mr. NELSON of Flor- 
ida pertaining to the introduction of S. 
Con. Res. 106 are located in today's 
RECORD under ‘“‘Statements on Intro- 
duced Bills and Joint Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I yield the floor, and I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, what is 
the parliamentary situation? Is the 
Senator from Virginia able to address 
the Senate? 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senate is in a period of morn- 
ing business. 

Mr. WARNER. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to proceed for no more than 5 min- 
utes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 
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TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


TED STEVENS 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, this 
may well be my last opportunity to 
speak on the floor of the Senate. I see 
my senior colleague, the senior Sen- 
ator from Alaska. I come for the pur- 
pose of saying some remarks about sev- 
eral colleagues, including my longtime 
friend. If it is convenient, I will take 
the 5 minutes I have just been granted 
by the Presiding Officer because I have 
to go out to the CIA for a meeting that 
has been established for some time. I 
shall leave shortly after I finish my re- 
marks. 

Again, I see my friend from Alaska, 
and it evokes many long years of inter- 
esting and happy memories. I recall so 
well that when I came here 30 years 
ago to the Senate, Senator STEVENS 
was one of those who sort of took the 
“voungsters,’’ as we called ourselves in 
those days, under his wing. He had been 
here 11 years, I think, when I arrived. I 
remember serving under the Senator 
when he was the whip. I remember that 
whip; he exercised it judicially but 
with determination. All in our fresh- 
man class remember that very well. 

I suppose what I remember most is 
that I had a very modest and brief tour 
of military service in World War II. I 
was only 17. I went in the last year of 
the war, as did all the kids on my 
block. We joined and went in. I don’t 
know if I ever shared this story with 
the Senator. In those days, the boys on 
the block who were a year or two older 
than me had already gone in and start- 
ed military service and were coming 
back on leave to visit their families. 
Some were severely wounded and hav- 
ing to stay for long periods of hos- 
pitalization. It was a dramatic period 
in American history. 

I remember the Army Air Corps and 
those fellows who would come back 
having flown their missions in Europe, 
Southeast Asia, north Africa, or wher- 
ever the case may be. All of us who 
were 16 and 17 and getting ready to 
take up our responsibilities stood in 
awe because the nearest thing we had 
connected with an airplane was build- 
ing model airplanes. We built all the 
military model airplanes, and we knew 
them by heart. There were those mag- 
nificent flying jackets, and they were 
the envy of all of us. I tried to join the 
Army Air Corps and went down and 
signed up and joined the Navy. As hap- 
penstance would have it, the Navy first 
called me in. I had a modest career 
with my generation in the training 
command. 

The record reflects that Senator STE- 
VENS, at a very young age, displayed 
courage, determination, wisdom, and 
leadership. His service in the Army Air 
Corps in World War II won him two 
Distinguished Flying Crosses, several 
Air Medals, and other decorations for 
flying those aircraft. He and I have 
reminisced many times over the dif- 
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ferent types of planes he flew—pri- 
marily the old C-47, if my recollection 
serves me—and flying over the hump, 
which was a perilous, dangerous mis- 
sion not only from enemy resistance, 
but if anything malfunctioned on that 
plane, there was no landing field below 
you, just miles and miles of rugged 
mountain terrain, much of it totally 
uninhabitable. 

I think the Senator was under 21 
when he flew those missions, and his 
crew exemplified the courage of the 
World War II generation. He, among 
many, deserves credit as being a mem- 
ber of the “greatest generation." 

In subsequent years, when I came to 
the Senate and joined the Armed Serv- 
ices Committee, it was my privilege to 
travel to many places in this world 
with TED STEVENS to visit the men and 
women in the Armed Forces. How 
many times did we work together on 
this floor—I as an authorizer and him 
as an appropriator—shaping that an- 
nual bill which I regard with a sense of 
humility as the most important bill 
this body passes every year; that bill 
that cares for the men and women of 
the Armed Forces and provides the eco- 
nomic resources for them to train, to 
modernize, and to preserve and protect 
the freedom of this Nation. Speaking 
on behalf of the men and women of the 
Armed Forces, they are grateful to 
Senator STEVENS for all he has done for 
them through his distinguished career 
in the Senate. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Alaska is recognized. 


EE 
FAREWELL TO THE SENATE 


Mr. STEVENS. Mr. President, I am 
grateful to the Senator from Virginia 
for his comments. I understand that 
duty calls him to go to his meeting at 
the CIA. I am grateful for his support. 

Mr. President, just before Christmas 
in 1968, I was appointed to succeed 
Alaska’s first senior Senator, Bob 
Bartlett. Next month will mark the 
40th year I have had the honor and 
privilege to serve in this great Cham- 
ber. 

First, and most important, I thank 
my family. After my wife Ann’s tragic 
death in 1978, I thought the end of my 
career had come, but my dear wife 
Catherine entered my life in 1980, and 
joined by my six children, Susan, Beth, 
Ted, Walter, Ben, and Lily, and my 11 
grandchildren, my family has given me 
love, support, and sacrifice, which 
made my continued career in the Sen- 
ate possible and gave it meaning. I 
dearly love each member of my family. 

Forty years. It is hard to believe that 
so much time could pass so quickly, 
but it has. I want everyone listening to 
know that I treasure every moment I 
spent here representing Alaska and 
Alaskans, the land and the people I 
love. 
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As a Member of this body, I served as 
whip from 1976 to 1984, as chair of the 
Republican Senatorial Campaign Com- 
mittee, as chair of the Arms Control 
Observer Group, as chair of the Ethics 
Committee, as chair of the Rules Com- 
mittee, as chair of the Governmental 
Affairs Committee, as chair of the Ap- 
propriations Committee, as chair of the 
Commerce Committee, and also had 
functions as the ranking member as 
the political change took place back 
and forth across this aisle. I also served 
as President pro tempore and President 
pro tempore emeritus. 

I am having really a difficult time 
today articulating my feelings, and I 
hope if I puddle up a little bit, as my 
old friend used to say, I will be ex- 
cused. 

When I came to the Senate, Alaska 
had been a State for less than a decade. 
We were then more of an impoverished 
territory than a full-fledged State. The 
commitments made by the Federal 
Government in our Statehood Act were 
unfulfilled, and some are still 
unfulfilled. Alaska had not received 
the land and resources it had been 
promised. Poverty and illness reigned 
supreme in rural regions of our State. 
I remember so well when Senator KEN- 
NEDY and I went to the Arctic and ex- 
amined some of those villages. It was а 
disaster. Our fisheries were in peril, 
primarily from the intrusion of foreign 
vessels that were anchored just a few 
miles offshore 12 months out of the 
year. 

Many people doubted whether Alaska 
had what it took to be а successful 
State, and they asked whether Alaska 
was still Seward's Folly. We proved 
those doubters were wrong. Working 
with one another as Alaskans and with 
great friends in the Senate, Alaskans 
took control of our own destiny. 

In 1958, as legislative counselor for 
the Department of Interior, I worked 
on Alaska's Statehood Act. Section 4 of 
that act committed Congress to settle 
the Alaska Native land claims. 

In 1971, Congress did enact the Alas- 
ka Natives Land Claims Settlement 
Act, settling aboriginal claims in our 
State. Native corporations, established 
at my request to manage $1 billion paid 
to our State by the Federal Govern- 
ment, and the 44-million acre land set- 
tlement are now driving forces in the 
Alaska economy. 

In 1978, after а dramatic tie-breaking 
vote by the Vice President of this 
Chamber on an amendment which 
closed the courts of this country to fur- 
ther delay by extreme environmental- 
ists, the President signed into law the 
Trans-Alaska Pipeline Authorization 
Act. That act dramatically improved 
America’s energy security and secured 
the economic future of Alaska. 

In 1976, Congress passed what became 
known as the Magnuson-Stevens Act to 
fight foreign fishing fleets which en- 
dangered America’s fisheries. Because 
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of that act, America’s fisheries today 
are the most productive and the best 
managed in the world. 

Working within the framework of 
these basic laws, Alaskans have la- 
bored in the appropriations and admin- 
istrative process to make statehood a 
reality. Where there was nothing but 
tundra and forest, today there are now 
airports, roads, ports, water and sewer 
systems, hospitals, clinics, commu- 
nications networks, research labs, and 
much, much more. Alaska was not 
Seward’s folly and is no longer an im- 
poverished territory. Alaska is a great 
State and an essential contributor to 
our Nation’s energy security and na- 
tional defense. I am proud to have had 
a role in this transformation. Working 
to help Alaska achieve its potential 
has been and will continue to be my 
life’s work. 

My motto has been here ‘‘to hell with 
politics, just do what’s right for Alas- 
ka," and I have tried every day to live 
up to those words. I take great pride in 
the work of the Appropriations Defense 
Subcommittee, the leadership of which 
I have shared for almost three decades 
with my brother Senator DAN INOUYE, 
and I thank him for being here. He is a 
great American patriot and a true 
friend. Together, we have worked to re- 
build our Armed Forces to provide the 
support and training needed by our 
warfighters to meet the challenges of a 
rapidly changing world. 

I don’t have time today to recount 
the highlights of 40 years of work in 
this body. That will take a lot of time. 
I will take time, however, to acknowl- 
edge the friendships I have enjoyed 
with so many of my colleagues and 
Senate staffers. 

I really am grateful to every Member 
of the Senate for their friendship, and 
I bear no ill will toward any Member of 
this body. I am most grateful for the 
support and counsel of my colleagues 
in the Alaska congressional delegation, 
my old friend in the House, Congress- 
man DON YOUNG, who has done so much 
for our State, and my steadfast partner 
in the Senate, Senator LISA MUR- 
KOWSKI, to whom I owe so much and ad- 
mire so much. She has been a true 
friend and true partner. I wish her well 
in the future here. 

I also want to acknowledge the tre- 
mendous contribution made by hun- 
dreds of young Alaskans who have 
come to Washington to serve on my 
staff. In particular, let me express my 
gratitude to my current staff, all of 
whom have worked hard for Alaska 
during the toughest of times. I know 
all will go on to do great things for 
Alaska and our country. 

I feel blessed by God to have had the 
opportunity to serve in this body. I 
deeply appreciate the trust Alaskans 
have reposed in me for 40 years. When 
Alaska needed a strong voice to speak 
up for its interests, I did my part to the 
best of my ability. When an adminis- 
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tration submitted legislation or a 
budget that ignored Alaska’s legisla- 
tive concerns, I urged Congress to exer- 
cise its constitutional power to redress 
the balance. When an Alaskan—any 
Alaskan—or any Alaskan entity needed 
help, my office was ready and did help 
to the maximum extent possible. 

I feel the same way now that I did in 
1968. I really must pinch myself to fully 
understand that I am privileged to 
speak on the floor of the U.S. Senate. 
Coming from the boyhood I had, I could 
never even have dreamed of being here 
today. And home is where the heart is, 
Mr. President. If that is so, I have two 
homes—one is right here in this Cham- 
ber, and the other is my beloved State 
of Alaska. I must leave one to return 
to the other. 

As I leave the Senate and the work 
that has given me so much happiness 
and satisfaction over the years, I know 
Senator MURKOWSKI and Congressman 
YOUNG will continue to be strong 
voices for our 49th State. This is the 
last frontier. I also pray for my succes- 
sor’s success as he joins in that effort. 

My mission in life is not complete. I 
believe God will give me more opportu- 
nities to be of service to Alaska and to 
our Nation. And I look forward with 
glad heart and with confidence in its 
justice and mercy. 

I told members of the press yesterday 
that I don’t have any rearview mirror. 
I look only forward, and I still see the 
day when I can remove the cloud that 
currently surrounds me. 

That’s it, Mr. President, 40 years dis- 
tilled into a few minutes, I close by 
saying and asking that God bless Alas- 
ka and our Governor, God bless the 
United States of America and our 
President, and God bless the Senate 
and every Member of this body. 

I yield the floor for the last time. 

(Applause; Senators rising.) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BROWN). The majority leader is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise to say 
farewell to our distinguished colleague, 
the senior Senator from the State of 
Alaska. TED STEVENS’ public service 
has been more than a career, it has 
really been his life’s calling. 

After serving in World War II, where 
he rose to the rank of first lieutenant, 
TED STEVENS completed undergraduate 
work at UCLA and received a law de- 
gree from Harvard. He then came to 
Washington, DC, for the first time to 
work for President Eisenhower. His ca- 
reer in elected office started in 1964 
with his election to the Alaska House 
of Representatives. He became major- 
ity leader in his second term. Ap- 
pointed to the U.S. Senate in 1968, TED 
STEVENS was returned by the voters of 
Alaska six times and last year became 
the longest serving U.S. Republican 
Senator in our Nation’s history. 

His career has been more than about 
longevity. He has been an advocate for 
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his State. And that is an understate- 
ment. He has served as President pro 
tempore of the Senate, and now emer- 
itus. He has been à senior member of 
the Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation Committees. He has been heav- 
ily involved, as I know, in the Appro- 
priations Committee, Homeland Secu- 
rity Committee, and Rules Committee. 

That is where I have become so well 
acquainted with TED STEVENS, is on 
the Appropriations Committee. I had 
the good fortune of helping on the floor 
on a number of appropriations bills. I 
consider a mark of distinction and 
something I will always remember my 
Hulk tie Senator STEVENS gave me. I 
don’t know anyone else he gave one to, 
but it was his way of saying thanks for 
getting that appropriations bill done; I 
liked the way you worked to get it 
done. 

Events have transpired in Senator 
STEVENS’ life these past 2 years that 
are deeply unfortunate. He and I had a 
number of conversations about what 
was going on. I wish nothing but the 
best for TED, Catherine, and his daugh- 
ter, whom I have known since she was 
a little girl, now a distinguished law- 
yer. 

Although I said in the past that Sen- 
ator STEVENS flew in World War II with 
the Flying Tigers, on the Senate floor 
he will always be remembered as a lion. 

I have two final stories. I was a 
brandnew Senator, and my friend Alan 
Bible died. Alan Bible served the State 
of Nevada with distinction for 20 years. 
A military aircraft was provided to 
take those who wished to go to Nevada 
for the funeral. There were two people 
on that airplane—HARRY REID and TED 
STEVENS. Think about that. We flew to 
Reno, NV, for a funeral. We went out 
and back in 1 day. It takes 5 hours to 
go out that way and 5 hours to come 
back. 

I said—and I was a new Senator: Sen- 
ator STEVENS, why are you on the air- 
plane? I framed it a little differently 
than that. He said: I have a long mem- 
ory. The Alaska pipeline bill would not 
have passed but for Alan Bible. It was 
very hard for him to make up his mind 
what he wanted to do, and when he did, 
he was the culminating vote that al- 
lowed that to pass. He said: I had to go 
to Reno to honor what Alan Bible did 
for me. 

Finally, everyone knows I have a 
unique relationship with DAN INOUYE. 
When he ran for leader, I supported 
him above anyone else. I did it because 
he had been so good to me personally 
and, I felt, good to the Senate. And, of 
course, I admired this man for what he 
had done for our country, not only in 
the House of Representatives and in 
the Senate but as a soldier in Italy 
where he was badly wounded. 

It doesn’t take much intelligence to 
understand that the most secure, last- 
ing friendship in this Senate and one 
that probably is a friendship I have 
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never seen before is the one with Sen- 
ator STEVENS and Senator INOUYE. 
Terms are thrown around a lot: ‘‘He’s 
my brother." With DAN INOUYE and 
TED STEVENS, they are brothers. 

The Bible tells us in the Old Testa- 
ment: '"Two are better than one; be- 
cause they have a good reward for their 
labor. For if they fall, the one will lift 
up his fellow: but woe to him that is 
alone when he falleth, for he hath not 
another to help him up." DAN INOUYE 
may not be the most powerful physical 
person in the world, but I think he is 
the most powerful friend à person could 
have. And as Scripture indicates, he 
will always be there for his friend, TED 
STEVENS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Re- 
publican leader is recognized. 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 
Senate colleagues, how does one sum 
up the extraordinary accomplishments 
of the longest serving Republican Sen- 
ator in U.S. history? The majority 
leader has summarized Senator STE- 
VENS’ career, but I think there is a way 
to measure it and to summarize it that 
is even shorter. I think it is safe to say, 
without any fear of contradiction, 
there is no Senator in the history of 
the United States who has ever done 
more for his State than Senator TED 
STEVENS. Alaska would not be what it 
is today—— 

Mr. BYRD. That is right. 

Mr. McCONNELL. But for him. 

Mr. BYRD. That is right. 

Mr. McCONNELL. So we say farewell 
to our friend from Alaska and wish him 
well in coming years. He can always be 
proud of the fact that no Senator in 
the history of this country has ever 
done more for his State than Senator 
TED STEVENS. 

Mr. BYRD. That is right, TED. That 
is right. 

(Applause. ) 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The jun- 
ior Senator from Alaska. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
would like to speak this morning from 
the perspective of an Alaskan. Some- 
times it is not appropriate for a woman 
to acknowledge her age, but when Sen- 
ator STEVENS first came to this body, I 
was 11 years old. Senator STEVENS, TED 
STEVENS, has been *'Alaska" in this 
Senate for four decades now. Many 
Senators earn their place in the his- 
tory of their States during the course 
of service in the Senate. But by the 
time TED came to the Senate back in 
1968, he had already earned his place in 
Alaskan history. He had earned his 
place in Alaska's history for his work а 
decade earlier. 

As an Interior Department attorney 
in the late 1950s, TED was the Eisen- 
hower administration's point man on 
Alaska statehood. Well, this year, our 
State is celebrating its 50th anniver- 
sary of statehood. But for the persist- 
ence of TED STEVENS at that time, our 
statehood anniversary date might be 
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celebrated some years off in the future. 
It was that persistence that TED 
brought to the Senate. 

Historians will record the life of TED 
STEVENS and the history of post-state- 
hood Alaska and suggest they are all 
interwoven. But I think there is an 
easier way to express that. When I 
think of the good things, the positive 
things, that have come to Alaska in 
the past 50 years, I see the face and I 
see the hands of TED STEVENS in so 
many of them. 

Some of them are so small, like а 
washeteria for Golovin, a village of 67 
people people near Nome. TED STEVENS, 
through funding from the Denali Com- 
mission, has enabled that village to 
have that washeteria. You might not 
think much of that, but when you don't 
have a water and sewer system and you 
don’t have a place for basic sanitary 
services, providing a washing facility 
in a little community is a big deal. 

There are also the big projects, 
whether it is our 800-mile trans-Alaska 
pipeline that Senator STEVENS helped 
to create or the settlement of our Alas- 
ka Native land claims, the fact that we 
have F-22s at Elmendorf Air Force 
Base, or a compromise recently that al- 
lowed Hielson Air Force Base to remain 
a vibrant and strategic center for our 
military. And then the big things that 
are yet to come, as we are working to 
advance a natural gas pipeline to bring 
that energy source to the lower 48. We 
will also have a new VA outpatient 
clinic in Anchorage that TED has been 
responsible for. 

When Alaskans think about the dif- 
ficult debates, the issues Congress has 
dealt with over the years as they relate 
to Alaska—and primarily these are de- 
bates where the Nation has sought to 
tell Alaskans what we should be doing 
to manage our lands, to develop our 
economies, to live our lives. Every 
time there has been an argument, a de- 
bate, a victory, it has been the forceful 
voice of TED STEVENS defending the 
right of Alaskans that prevails. 

We all knew when he would come to 
the floor wearing his Incredible Hulk 
tie, he was fighting a battle for Alaska 
that day, and look out. Whether it was 
our timber issues or the battle over 
ANWR or our fisheries, he was there 
working, fighting, compromising, nego- 
tiating these battles for the State of 
Alaska. 

There are a lot of things we know 
about TED and his passions, as he has 
demonstrated them here on the floor, 
but there are some other things you 
might not know about Senator STE- 
VENS and what drives him, such as his 
care and his passion and support for 
world-class fishing out on the Kenai 
River, his support for public broad- 
casting, which earned him two national 
awards, and his undying commitment 
for the Olympic movement and ama- 
teur athletics. 
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Somebody mentioned it would take а 
long time to enumerate the accom- 
plishments of TED STEVENS. Mr. Major- 
ity Leader, I might suggest that in 
order to do that, it would take as long 
as it took you when you read your 
book about Searchlight on the floor 
when I was sitting in the Presiding Of- 
ficer's chair. We don't have time to do 
that this morning, and that is not my 
purpose today. But I would like to refer 
to TED's accomplishments in two small 
areas to illustrate а point I wish to 
make about his character and his per- 
sonal commitment to public service. 
These are in the areas of what he has 
done to improve the lives of Alaska's 
Native people and also his legacy to 
America's fisheries. 

It is often said a society is judged by 
the way it treats its most vulnerable 
members, and it is appropriate we 
judge the character of our elected lead- 
ers in à similar way. In Alaska, the 
most vulnerable among us are our 
Alaska Native people—the 120,000 or so 
Aleuts, Eskimos, and Indians who are 
the descendants of Alaska's first inhab- 
itants. We recognize that the statistics 
about the condition of our Alaskan Na- 
tives are not something of which we 
are proud, with incomes that are half 
of other Alaskans and high rates of do- 
mestic violence, suicide, child abuse, 
violent deaths, and a prison rate 
among our population which is not ac- 
ceptable. 

For decades, Alaska’s most vulner- 
able people have had no better friend 
than TED STEVENS. If you go to TED’s 
Web site, it lists his milestone legisla- 
tive accomplishments, and 8 of the 18 
are directed to improving the condi- 
tions of Alaska’s first people. So many 
of them are so basic. You have all 
heard the stories; TED has stood on the 
floor and talked about the economic 
conditions we face—the fact that we 
don’t have road systems, the fact we 
have to fly to most of the villages or go 
by boat—but the reality is that in so 
many of our communities, in so many 
of our villages, we still don’t have basic 
water and sanitation for those who live 
there. Before TED STEVENS came to the 
Senate, many of these villages had no 
running water, no flush toilets, no 
plumbing, no place to wash clothes or 
take a shower—the basic needs when it 
comes to sanitation and health. 

In so many instances, our Native peo- 
ple have lived, and some still live, in 
what could be called Third World con- 
ditions, conditions that wouldn’t be 
tolerated anywhere in this country, 
and conditions that TED STEVENS 
would not tolerate. He determined he 
was going to change it and he did. In 
1980, only about 20 percent of the rural 
houses in Alaska had indoor sanitation 
facilities. Thanks to TED STEVENS, that 
percentage has risen to well over 75 
percent. Now, we still have a ways to 
go, but what he has done is pretty re- 
markable. 
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Talking about health improvements 
and conditions, it is almost impossible 
to recruit health professionals to our 
small and remote areas. So TED looked 
into the future and wondered how we 
were going to provide access, how we 
were going to provide for the needs of 
those who live out here. And he said: 
Well, let’s think ahead, and he brought 
statewide telemedicine. It is the back- 
bone of what we have in Alaska in 
terms of how we provide for our health 
care needs. It is the largest telemedi- 
cine program in the world. It gives first 
responders an ability to consult with 
doctors in the larger cities. Thanks to 
TED STEVENS, people’s lives have been 
saved. He has made an enormous dif- 
ference in our community. He has 
championed the construction of hos- 
pitals in our rural hubs out in 
Kotzebue, Barrow, Nome, and 
Dillingham. He has brought about the 
community health centers and health 
clinics. 

I know a lot of you have had an op- 
portunity to come to Alaska, and your 
first stop is the airport in Anchorage, 
and you notice that the airport is 
named after TED STEVENS. Well, you 
might not know that there is a large 
monument at the entrance to the Alas- 
ka Native Medical Center that has been 
erected to remind Alaskans that this 
facility would not have been possible 
without the work of TED STEVENS. So 
our Alaska Natives today enjoy an in- 
tegrated, high quality health care sys- 
tem thanks to TED STEVENS. 

This is important for us to remember 
because so much of what we see in the 
Senate, the record that is created, we 
don’t have the opportunity to see how 
that translates to the people TED STE- 
VENS has represented for some 40 years. 

Other areas he has worked for Alas- 
ka’s Natives involve work to preserve 
their cultural lifestyles through preser- 
vation of their subsistence traditions 
and making sure the Inupiaq people 
can continue their whaling and helping 
with economic opportunities and re- 
ducing transportation costs. We are 
seeing a migration from our smaller 
villages into our larger cities, but I can 
tell you, without the lifestyle improve- 
ments TED STEVENS has brought to 
rural Alaska, our Native people would 
have left their villages decades ago. So 
I wish to thank you, TED, for all you 
have done there. 

I mentioned the fishery resource, and 
Senator STEVENS himself mentioned 
that in his comments, but it was near- 
ly 40 years ago that TED joined with 
Warren Magnuson and developed a new 
management regime for our fisheries. 
This was at a time when our fisheries 
in the United States, including Alaska, 
were heavily overfished by foreign 
fleets. The Magnuson-Stevens Act 
helped put America back in the fishing 
industry. This legislation also created 
the Regional Fishery Management 
Council. It is largely responsible for 
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the development of Alaska’s sustain- 
able fisheries. We are very proud of the 
fact that to this day we supply about 
half the seafood that is caught in this 
country. 

It was at TED STEVENS’ insistence 
that the United States negotiated an 
agreement to stop the illegal fishing in 
the international waters of the Bering 
Sea. This agreement has restored the 
Alaska pollock fishery from near col- 
lapse. He has been an absolute cham- 
pion of ocean conservation. He pushed 
the U.N. to ban high seas drift net fish- 
ing, a practice that was devastating 
our salmon fisheries. Alaska fishermen 
will never forget TED STEVENS, the con- 
servationist, the advocate who has 
truly helped bring our fisheries where 
they are. 

TED’s departure from the Senate 
truly leaves a void in our hearts and 
some very big shoes to fill here in the 
Senate. There are a lot of us in Alaska 
who are wondering if anyone can fill 
these shoes. We agonize over whether 
the Federal Government’s interest in 
Alaska is going to dwindle without TED 
here to fight for us. But I am opti- 
mistic, TED, that is not going to be the 
case. 

You have said many times in speech- 
es you have given here on the floor and 
back at home—you voiced the words of 
GEN Billy Mitchell back in 1935 when 
he said: 

I believe that, in the future, whoever holds 
Alaska will hold the world... . I think it is 
the most important strategic place in the 
world. 

Those words of Billy Mitchell, I 
think you and I agree, hold true today. 
Alaska continues to provide this top 
cover for the defense of the North 
American Continent. Our troops tell us 
our communities in Alaska support the 
military like nowhere else in the coun- 
try. The heartfelt appreciation is gen- 
uine. We offer unencumbered military 
training areas that are simply not 
available anywhere else. Our re- 
sources—our natural gas, our mineral 
resources—will support and continue to 
support America’s national security for 
generations to come. 

Through his investments in the de- 
velopment of our State and our people, 
TED STEVENS has helped to prepare 
Alaska to meet its future challenges. 
We are a strong and confident and 
skilled people, and we are empowered— 
we are empowered by all TED’s work 
has brought to us over 40 years of serv- 
ice in the Senate. 

While TED may leave this body, I 
think all of us will continue to seek his 
advice, his counsel, and his wisdom for 
as long as he is willing to offer it. 

TED, you have earned a very special 
place in the golden hearts of Alaskans, 
and you hold a very special place in my 
heart. Thank you for your service to 
Alaska. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The sen- 
ior Senator from Hawaii is recognized. 
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Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, all of us 
realize the events of recent weeks have 
been less than pleasant and at times 
dismal and heartbreaking. But to my 
friend, I say stand tall, TED, because 
you have every reason to do so. Your 
good and courageous service to our Na- 
tion is part of our history. It can never 
be obliterated. Your service to the peo- 
ple of Alaska is legendary, and I am 
certain that in decades to come, Native 
Alaskans—Eskimos and Indians—will 
be singing you songs of praise. But 
above all, I thank you for your four 
decades of friendship. I will cherish 
them. Thank you. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ate President pro tempore is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, I have 
been thinking, while sitting here lis- 
tening to the eloquent remarks of the 
senior Senator from Alaska on this 
day, I have been here a long time, and 
so has he, the Senator from Alaska, al- 
though he is just a youngster compared 
to me. Some in this town would say we 
have both lived too long. 

A long life is a blessing for many rea- 
sons. One of the reasons is one learns a 
lot. One learns to take the bad with the 
good. One learns to separate the pho- 
nies from the friends. One learns that 
family is the most important gift. One 
learns to appreciate small, special mo- 
ments and the really good things in 
life—like a good laugh, a good cry, a 
good dog, and a good meal. 

Politics is a rough business, with lots 
of highs and lots of lows. After a long 
time in politics, I come to understand 
that the point of it all is helping peo- 
ple. TED STEVENS has helped a lot of 
people. 

We all make mistakes. I have made 
more of them than I have hair follicles. 
But thank God we will be judged in the 
next world by the good we do in this 
world. TED STEVENS has done a lot of 
good. 

I wish for you, my friend TED STE- 
VENS, many happy years. I know you 
will never stop working for the people 
of your beloved State of Alaska. Bless 
your heart, TED. I love you. 

I offer an Irish blessing: May all the 
roads that you have built, TED, rise up 
to meet you, and may the wind, TED, 
be always at your back. May the Sun 
shine warmly upon your face, TED, and 
may the rains fall softly upon your 
fields. And until we meet again, may 
God hold you, TED, in the hollow of His 
hand. 

Bless your heart, TED. I love you. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from New Mexico is recognized. 

Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, I rise 
now because I look around and I don’t 
think there is any Senator left on the 
floor who has served longer than I with 
him. He has had his 40; I have had my 
36. 

Senator, I just want to say this to 
you. The Constitution of the United 
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States said that there will be a dif- 
ference between the Senate and the 
House. They said the way to get a con- 
stitution is to make sure they provide 
that individually the States would be 
adequately represented. And they said: 
We will make sure of that by creating 
a U.S. Senate where two Senators rep- 
resent the State. 

My friend, I want to say to you, obvi- 
ously I have traveled a little bit dif- 
ferent path in my 36 years, but many 
times the paths have crossed—you and 
this Senator. I do want to say that, 
more than anyone else, you have 
taught me the meaning of representing 
my State. You are unabashed about 
that. That caused me on many occa- 
sions to think about what I was doing 
and whether I was representing my 
State correctly, to the full extent of 
my ability, and whether I did that with 
gusto, knowing that we needed things. 
For we are comparable in that we are à 
very poor State. We are among the last 
that came in, and we have many of the 
same problems you have. 

It has truly been a luxury of my life 
to work with you, to see how you got 
things done, and, from time to time, to 
be able to help you because you 
asked—you were unabashed in that re- 
gard too—to help your State. You 
would ask any of us to join you in your 
cause, and most of us did that will- 
ingly. 

Mr. BYRD. You bet. 

Mr. DOMENICI. But, Senator, I wish 
to say just а word to the people of your 
State. 

We know TED STEVENS as а Senator 
representing you people. A big event 
has occurred in the life of TED STEVENS 
that you people of Alaska quite prop- 
erly have been involved in. But none of 
us who have worked with him could let 
this day pass with anyone not know- 
ing—whether they be in Alaska, a Na- 
tive of Alaska or resident of Alaska or 
a Native, true Native—all of you must 
know of the high respect and great es- 
teem in which we hold your Senator. 
We are most grateful that you sent him 
here for 40 years. For some of us, it 
ends too abruptly, but every ride seems 
to have an end. 

АП I hope is, with what you have left 
in your life, that you will feel this day 
is а special one, when Senators have 
put their hearts out here on the Senate 
floor to tell you who you were to them, 
what you meant to them. I hope I have 
done my share in my few moments. No- 
body wil know how many times we 
have talked and met, how many times 
you and I have shared personal things 
and gone on with our own business, but 
we were certain to mention our per- 
sonal problems along with it, things we 
wanted to share as men. I thank you 
for every bit of that. 

To the extent that some of our pray- 
ers and the prayers of some of our rel- 
atives whom I asked personally to pray 
for you—I hope it has had some good. I 
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hope when you were down, you were 
lifted à bit. I hope that today you are 
going to be lifted more so that you can 
stand what is ahead of you with a high 
head and come out of it with more of 
the successes of your life right out in 
front of you for you to feel and touch, 
as those hard issues still remain. 

Thank you for your friendship. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Connecticut is recognized. 

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President, 
much that has been true and honest 
has been said by our colleagues this 
morning to support and pay tribute to 
the unique, the great and historic serv- 
ice of Senator TED STEVENS to Alaska 
and to our country. I will come back to 
that, but I wish to take a moment to 
speak about TED STEVENS as a friend 
and a neighbor. 

It happened that when I first came to 
the Senate 20 years ago, our wives, 
Catherine and Hadassah, became 
friends. As usual, they led us in the 
right direction—which is toward each 
other. In fact, it was Catherine and 
TED’s counsel and urging to Hadassah 
and me that led us, after 6 years living 
somewhere else, to the neighborhood 
we live in now, which is where they 
used to live. In the last several years, 
they have come back to that neighbor- 
hood. 

Maybe, beyond the news that comes 
out of the Senate in Washington and 
the politics that dominates the news, a 
lot of people back home and around the 
country do not realize we are actually 
just normal people—we live in neigh- 
borhoods here, we have friends, and we 
get to know our friends. 

I speak of TED in that regard. Once 
years ago somebody said: What can you 
tell me about TED STEVENS? I can tell 
you а lot and others can about what he 
is like as а Senator. I will tell you this, 
that Hadassah and I talked the other 
day and we said: Who would we call, of 
our colleagues in the Senate, if some- 
thing happened in the family? 

Now I think about it, it was said at 3 
a.m. in the morning. That was before 
the commercials in the last campaign. 
But this was not about а national 
emergency, this was about something 
that happened in the family and you 
needed somebody's help to come over 
and watch the kids or something such 
as that. We said we would call TED and 
Catherine STEVENS. I never had to 
make that call, but I have no doubt 
they would have responded. 

I have gotten to know TED STEVENS 
very well. This is a good and honorable 
man. He is a wise man, reads a lot. And 
in recent years we have exchanged 
books, usually adventure novels, with 
one another. He has a tremendous 
sense of history, and more than some 
might appreciate, he has a great sense 
of humor as well. 

So I salute him as a good and honor- 
able man, a man of faith who has 
served our country with great effect. I 


24294 


want to take а moment before I close 
to talk about the extraordinary service 
and supportive leadership TED STEVENS 
has given to the Armed Forces of the 
United States and, therefore, to the se- 
curity of every American, the freedom 
of every American, and I would say the 
Security and freedom of people in coun- 
tries all over the world who have bene- 
fited from the courage of our military, 
the skill of our military, and even 
more directly because of the support 
TED STEVENS and DAN INOUYE have 
given to our allies militarily around 
the world. 

The distinguished Republican leader 
said he could not think of any Senator 
who had done more for his State in the 
history of the Senate than TED STE- 
VENS has done for Alaska. I would say 
something else at this moment. Re- 
member, we have constitutional re- 
Sponsibilities that we swear to uphold 
when we take the oath of office as Sen- 
ators. One of the great ones, perhaps 
the first one, which precedes all others, 
is to provide for the common defense. I 
honestly cannot think of two Senators 
who have done more to protect the se- 
curity of the United States of America, 
and therefore our freedom, than TED 
STEVENS and DAN INOUYE. 

You know, we talk a lot around here 
about partisanship. All of us agree that 
there has been too much of it, that it 
gets in the way of us getting things 
done. I have been privileged in the 
years I have been on the Homeland Se- 
curity Committee to have had a won- 
derful relationship with Senator COL- 
LINS, whether she has been chairman or 
I have been chairman. But this rela- 
tionship between TED STEVENS and DAN 
INOUYE is unique. Regardless of which 
one was in the majority and which was 
in the so-called minority, these two 
were cochairs. They shared staff, they 
helped each other, because the party 
affiliation ultimately did not matter. 

What did you say your oath was? To 
hell with politics, I have got to do what 
is good for Alaska. I am going to say, 
in so many ways, particularly working 
with DAN INOUYE, you have said 
throughout this 40 years, particularly 
in the years you have worked together 
on the Defense Appropriations Sub- 
committee, to hell with politics, we, 
DAN INOUYE and I, are going to do what 
is good for America. 

I salute you for that. I thank you for 
that. I love the fact that you said in 
your remarks that you are confident 
God has more work for you to do. I 
share that confidence and that faith. I 
wish you and your wonderful family, 
your beloved wife Catherine and your 
children, all of God’s blessings in the 
years ahead. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Utah. 

Mr. HATCH. I remember the first 
time I met TED STEVENS. It was back 
in 1976 when I was a young candidate 
for office, citizen candidate, hardly 
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knew where the Senate floor was. I 
have loved and admired him ever since. 
We have been in the presence of three 
great senior lions in the Senate. BOB 
BYRD, аз we all know, has served this 
Senate many years. And I love these 
three people. 

DAN INOUYE. I admire him so much 
for the courage, honor, and friendship 
he has displayed to so many of us. But 
above all, to TED STEVENS. TED STE- 
VENS is truly one of the greatest Sen- 
ators who ever sat here. All three of 
them are. They have been exemplary to 
all of us, but especially me. 

I have watched them. I have learned 
from them. Hopefully I have not heard 
the last of my dear friend 'TED. T'ED 
STEVENS personifies à person with real 
guts, with real ability, that dedication 
to his State, dedication to every person 
in his State regardless of politics, reli- 
gion, or anything else. He has worked 
his behind off for 40 years, and actually 
longer than that, in public service—one 
of the greatest men I have ever met. 

I always loved him when he wore the 
Incredible Hulk tie. I always got a big 
kick out of it. I even liked his cranki- 
ness, because there was always a little 
smile behind it. He never held à grudge 
against anybody, and he was always 
willing to lend a helping hand and give 
good advice. 

Frankly, I admire him so much. TED, 
I believe this cloud will be lifted from 
you. It should be. The fact is that you 
are a great man in a great body here 
where so few rise to the top level. You 
really have. You have shown such kind- 
ness and graciousness to virtually ev- 
erybody here, and enough toughness 
too, when we have needed it. You are a 
great leader. I for one am going to miss 
you as a Member of this body. I hope 
we will not miss you as a friend and 
colleague in the future, because you 
will always be my colleague. You will 
always be somebody I look up to. You 
will always be somebody who I learn 
from. You will always be somebody 
who has stood for things that count: 
family, home, State, country. 

I do not know if I can say anything 
much better than that. But all I can 
say is this is a good man. He deserves 
to be remembered as a great man as 
well. We all love you. We wish you the 
best. We hope we continue to see a lot 
of you. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Washington State. 

Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I rise 
today on behalf of many citizens of 
Washington State who are friends of 
the Senator from Alaska. On their be- 
half today, I say thank you for all of 
the work that you have done for your 
neighbor to the South. 

Obviously, everyone here has listed 
the many accomplishments of the sen- 
ior Senator from Alaska in his many 
decades of service. We are a State that 
considers Alaska a neighbor. He has 
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been an ally of ours many times over, 
and throughout his long service in 
serving his own State, has also helped 
the citizens I represent. I thank him 
for that today. I thank him for his 
years of service on the Appropriations 
Committee where I watched him as the 
Chair and ranking member, where 
though he may be a strong adversary, 
he also understood that everyone had a 
right to speak and had a right to offer 
arguments and respected that. I think 
that is truly a lesson all of us should 
remember. 

But I want to share a lesson that the 
Senator from Alaska also taught me 
that I think is important for this time 
as well. Several years ago I was privi- 
leged to join the Senator from Alaska 
and the Senator from Hawaii on a dele- 
gation trip to China where we met with 
officials across the country to talk 
about the important issues facing our 
country and China. 

Senator INOUYE was called away, and 
I was left as the senior Democrat on 
the trip. We met with leaders from 
China across the table from us. Senator 
STEVENS led many of these meetings 
but on several occasions turned to me 
to ask me to lead those. AS we were 
leaving China, I thanked him for that 
respect he gave me in front of our dele- 
gation and in front of theirs. He said to 
me he thought it was important that 
the people of China see that even 
though we have two different parties 
here with very strong opinions we re- 
spect each other and out of that re- 
spect are able to lead this country fac- 
ing the challenges we have in front of 
us. 
He used that as a lesson to China, but 
it was a lesson to me as well, that we 
do have two strong parties, but in the 
end we serve the people of America, 
and we do it by respecting each other. 
So I stand today and join my col- 
leagues in thanking the Senator from 
Alaska for being the leader he has been 
here, for the work he has done, and 
wish him the very best in his future. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Kansas is recognized. 

Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, first 
impressions are always important. I 
think many times they are completely 
false. I was a Member of the House 
when I first met TED STEVENS. It was 
at a retreat our party was having, and 
I sat there wondering what on Earth 
makes this man tick. Here was the 
most obstreperous if not outrageous 
person expressing his opinion, despite 
any other person who had an objection, 
who insisted on making his point. 

I went away from that meeting and 
said: That TED STEVENS fellow is one of 
the most unique people I have ever 
met. I would just as soon not meet him 
again. Then I found out that he was 
running for leadership of the Repub- 
lican party in this distinguished body 
against my friend and colleague, men- 
tor, hero, Bob Dole, and came within 
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one vote. There is а story there, but we 
will not get into that. And so that was 
the history as I regarded TED Stevens. 

I came to the Senate, had the privi- 
lege of being elected to the Senate in 
1996. I was standing right over there. 
All of a sudden there was TED STEVENS 
standing in front of me. That was sort 
of а frightening experience for à new 
Senator. But he came up and he jabbed 
his finger on my chest— TED, you will 
not remember this—and he said, “I 
know who you are." 

I said, Well, I sure as hell know who 
you are." 

He said, “You allegedly know some- 
thing about agriculture. Bob Dole told 
me about you, said you were а stand-up 


guy." 
I said, “Thank you. That is а real 
compliment.”’ 


He said, ‘‘You serve on Armed Serv- 
ices and Intelligence?" 

I said, “Yes, sir, I do." 

He said, “How would you like to go 
to the Russian Far East with me?" 

I thought to myself: Why on Earth 
would I want to go to the Russian Far 
East? 

He said, “We are going to go to 
Habarodfk. I can assure you, Habarodfk 
is not one of the places that you would 
want to go to if you had free time to go 
anywhere." And he said, ‘‘Then we are 
going to go to Vladivostok. We are 
going to meet with the admiral of the 
Russian navy. He is closer to Alaska 
than he is to Moscow. I know him.”’ 

I thought, this is a man who has un- 
usual relationships with people all 
around the world. 

“And then we are going to go to 
South Korea to meet one of the many 
presidents that come and go in South 
Korea to indicate our strong support. 
But then we are going to be the first 
delegation allowed into North Korea." 

Well, that got my attention. He said, 
“That is why I would like to have you 
come along, because if we could ar- 
range a third-party grain sale’’—and I 
guess this is not classified anymore, 
but at any rate—‘‘arrange a third-party 
grain sale, and using agriculture as a 
tool for peace, there are things we can 
do in North Korea to at least establish 
a relationship.”’ 

This man has tried to do that all 
around the world with our adversaries. 
People talk about that a lot, that he 
actually just does it. He does not make 
any press releases about it, does not 
talk about it much. 

So I said, ‘‘Well, sure, I will sign up." 

And he said, *I understand that you 
are a journalist." 

I said, ‘Үер, that is an unemployed 
newsman.” 

And he said, ‘‘You could be the scribe 
in regard to this CODEL." I might say 
that any CODEL you went on with TED 
STEVENS, you always had a T-shirt say- 
ing: *I survived CODEL STEVENS" be- 
cause you would go to the South Pole, 
you would go to other places, but you 
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didn’t go to the water holes where ap- 
parently the business executives of our 
financial institutions go now to think 
about things. 

In any case, we went to Habarovsk 
where I had a little discussion with 
Senator INOUYE about where we were 
staying, our accommodations, and got 
to know DANNY very well. We went to 
Vladivostok. We talked to that admiral 
who felt closer to TED STEVENS than he 
did the Russian Government at that 
particular time. We went to Sakhalin 
Island. There are tremendous oil re- 
serves there. He was trying to work out 
some kind of arrangement where Amer- 
ican oil companies could come in and 
take advantage of all of the oil re- 
serves. We had to work our way 
through the saber-toothed tigers; I am 
not making that up. 

Then we went to South Korea be- 
cause you have to go to South Korea if 
you are going to go to North Korea. 
That is just required. Then we went 
into North Korea. Darnedest experi- 
ence I have ever had in my life. It was 
a situation where that is a theocracy. 
It is a robotic theocracy. If there is a 
trudging contest in the Olympics, the 
North Koreans will win without any 
question. It was the first delegation al- 
lowed into North Korea. Senator 
INOUYE and Senator STEVENS met with 
the North Koreans. It was Senator 
COCHRAN who insisted on going to a 
farm. I say that with a smile. We did 
that. I will just say from an agricul- 
tural standpoint, it was just a field 
with nothing there except a 1938 Case 
tractor with a camouflage net over it. 
That sort of tells you where they are: 
not a Third World country but, as I 
said, a theocracy. But back to the 
story. It was about 11 or 12 midnight. 
This was a very unusual trip. We left 
everything on the plane, and we stayed 
at an alleged VIP headquarters. There 
wasn’t any heat. I won’t go into all 
that. 

At any rate, this discussion had gone 
on and on and on, and there was an in- 
terpreter with the two people with 
whom we were meeting. We had hoped 
to meet with Kim Jong-il. That was 
not possible. So he sent two of his pup- 
pets down there to meet with us. They 
were just going back and forth with 
propaganda and we were serious. We 
had permission from the Treasury to 
waive certain requirements so we could 
arrange for a third party grain sale to 
assist North Korea which goes through 
a famine every harvesting year. In re- 
sponse, we could ask for other things. 

So you had two World War II vet- 
erans who told these two individuals: 
We are World War II veterans. We want 
to make Pammunjon a tourist attrac- 
tion. We want to make real progress 
about that. Finally, TED had it up to 
here. He said: Knock off the BS. I know 
you understand English. Just take the 
interpreter out of it and let’s get to the 
bottom line. 
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The bottom line was that they 
couldn’t do anything. They were there 
to learn what we were about. They 
really couldn’t make any decisions. 
That was a real lost opportunity at 
that particular time. I will never forget 
his leadership. 

At any rate, I would just like to say 
on another CODEL, I don’t even know 
which one it was, we landed at 11 and 
we got to the hotel about midnight. 
This man is a great connoisseur of 
military movies, military history, al- 
most any other movie. He is a great 
devotee of that great documentary 
“Вапа of Brothers." So we were play- 
ing “Вапа of Brothers" to virtually 
Staff and to all present. And this is at 
12:30 at night. We had reached episode 
5; we were going to episode 6. So there 
we all were. And, of course, it was play- 
ing and playing. I looked around. АП 
the staff were asleep. Loyal, they were 
still there, but they were asleep. Then 
all the Members who were still there, 
because you didn't leave in regards to 
the Stevens entourage and whatever 
performance he decided that we should 
See, so consequently, I was having а 
hard time keeping my eyelids open. 

I looked over at him and his eyes 
were closed. I thought, the great man 
has his eyes closed. Everybody else is 
asleep. So I will get up, the scribe of 
the CODEL, and look around and gent- 
ly turn off the television and then I can 
gently wake him up and say: ‘Ted, it is 
pretty late, 1 o'clock. We all ought to 
go to bed." 

As I reached for the button to turn 
off the power, he said: ‘This next part 
is the best part." He wasn't watching 
it; he was listening because he had seen 
it about three times. Well, needless to 
вау, we saw episode 6 in its entirety. 
Thank the Lord, we didn’t go into epi- 
sode 7. We would have been there all 
night. 

Let me just say, I was present for the 
ceremonies in Alaska when TED was 
named the Alaskan of the Century. 
How can a sitting Senator or a sitting 
Member of Congress or anybody get 
citizen approval or approval from his 
State or accolades from his State at 
that particular time. But he was Alas- 
kan of the Century. His name was ev- 
erywhere. I told him the Anchorage 
Daily News should have been the “Теа 
Stevens News." 

But I had the unique privilege of 
roasting this man, which I enjoyed 
thoroughly, and then got pretty serious 
toward the end. At any rate, he flew in 
on à World War II plane. He had his 
combat jacket. He came in with Cath- 
erine and took his place on two very 
posh chairs. And I quoted again that 
saying he has said, and it has been said 
today by the Senator himself and by 
others: ‘‘The hell with politics; let's do 
what is good for Alaska." I will add: 
And the country and our national de- 
fense and for every man and woman in 
uniform; they owe this man a great 
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debt. That is à true thing that he has 
done in terms of his service. 

I am a journalist. I am an old news- 
paper guy. My great-grandfather found- 
ed the second oldest newspaper in the 
State of Kansas, John Wesley Roberts. 
He was an abolitionist. I have printer's 
ink in my blood. The only thing I 
would say to my fellow colleagues who 
have now left the galleries because the 
Show is over, or at least up to this 
point, I would only say to my col- 
leagues that I don't know who sang the 
song, “You Don’t Know Me." Maybe 
that was Patsy Cline; maybe it was 
somebody else. I will have to Google it. 
But at any rate, you don't know him. 
You really don't know him. This is à 
man with a very gruff exterior, but he 
is а teddy bear when you really get to 
know him. I know that because that is 
exactly what my daughter labeled him 
when she worked part-time for him 
Some years ago. 

As a matter of fact, she called him 
the mad penguin. She never called him 
that to his face. I don't know if you 
knew that or not, TED. But that was 
the label. 

So under this great, gruff facade— 
i.e., the mad penguin—there is à com- 
passionate, caring, wise and, yes, а 
man with а very good sense of humor 
which I enjoyed immensely. 

When you come to this body and you 
come to publie service, you know that 
you risk your ideas, your thoughts, 
your hopes, and your dreams before the 
crowd. Sometimes the crowd says yes, 
and you have friends who will stand be- 
hind you when you are taking the 
bows. Then when something happens in 
your life, when it is most unfortu- 
nate—and my family has experienced 
this as well—you wonder where your 
friends are who will stand beside you 
when you are taking the boos as op- 
posed to the bows. 

I want to tell you that being the 
Alaskan of the Century and the Alas- 
kan or the Senator who has done so 
much for the country and my State of 
Kansas, I stand next to you, TED, and 
as many have said: You are а dear 
friend. I love you. God bless. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER 
TESTER). The Senator from Texas. 

Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I so 
appreciate hearing the many stories 
that TED STEVENS has generated in this 
body. He has been a friend to everyone 
who has served all of the time with 
him. People say: TED took care of Alas- 
ka. TED did take care of Alaska. But 
from my standpoint, what I saw is that 
TED made sure that every State was 
taken care of, that every Senator’s pri- 
orities were met, if at all possible. He 
took care of the military. He took care 
of upgrading the military bases be- 
cause, of course, he served in the mili- 
tary. And he wanted more than any- 
thing for our military people to have 
the quality of life they deserved. So I 
see him as someone who has been what 
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people say is so rare in this city, and 
that is a true friend. 

It has been mentioned a couple of 
times that he has a gruff exterior. 
When I see pictures of him in the news- 
paper and he is looking like this, it is 
not the TED STEVENS we know. It is not 
the person who has endeared himself to 
our colleagues for years and years and 
years in the Senate. That is his man- 
ner, but I always said behind his back: 
He is all bark and no bite. He is the 
most loyal friend and the person you 
could go to when you needed advice, as 
I know his great colleague from Alas- 
ka, Senator MURKOWSKI, has done 
many times, as have I, but also when 
you needed help. 

I, too, have traveled with TED STE- 
VENS and DANNY INOUYE because I was 
fortunate enough, with TED’s help, to 
get on the Defense Appropriations 
Committee. So we went to the garden 
spots of the world such as Bosnia, when 
the Serbs had been shooting from the 
hills, and when we went undercover 
with flight jackets, undercover of de- 
livering 2,000 pounds of peas to the 
many refugees who were in Bosnia at 
the time. We came into the Sarajevo 
airport with our helmets on and our 
flight jackets. Of course, it was a war- 
torn city. We saw later, when we went 
there, the former Olympic fields that 
were burial grounds because they had 
no place else to put the people who had 
died in these terrible, tragic cir- 
cumstances in Bosnia. 

I went with TED STEVENS and DANNY 
INOUYE to Saudi Arabia where I was 
told later that it was actually discour- 
aged that a woman would be in a dele- 
gation. But TED STEVENS said: No way 
was there ever going to be discrimina- 
tion against a Senator. I was a part of 
that delegation. I went to our airbase 
there. I went and met with everyone we 
met with as a delegation. I spoke in my 
turn, just as every member of our dele- 
gation did, because TED STEVENS was 
always going to stand up for the right 
of every Senator to be a part of a for- 
eign delegation. 

I went to the farm bureau air show 
with TED STEVENS. There is nothing 
more joyous than TED STEVENS when 
he is in an air museum or at an air 
show. He is an aviator to his core. He 
asked all the questions. He knew most 
of the answers already because he 
knows airplanes and he knows avia- 
tion. 

I know what this man has been 
through for the last few months. I 
know the toll it takes on himself and 
his family. 

I am proud to stand with TED STE- 
VENS because I value his friendship and 
all he has done for me in my term in 
the Senate and what he has done for 
Texas every time I have needed for 
Texas to be taken care of. 

I will say two things in conclusion 
about TED STEVENS. His country has 
never called that he has not answered 
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the call—from the military, to being in 
the Eisenhower administration, to 
fighting for Alaska to be a State, and 
then fighting to make Alaska a great 
State. It is a great State. 

It would not be the State it is with- 
out your leadership, TED. 

But I want to say the most important 
thing I think you could say about any- 
one you know; that is, those who know 
him best love him most. 

Thank you. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Washington. 


ERE 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mrs. MURRAY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the time for 
morning business be extended until 2 
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Hawaii. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


TED STEVENS 

Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay honor to Senator TED STEVENS of 
Alaska. While our country may not re- 
alize this, TED has been a great advo- 
cate on a number of important issues 
for our country. Reminding our coun- 
try of its responsibility to its indige- 
nous people has been one of the major 
causes that TED STEVENS has pursued 
and advanced. It has been a delight to 
work with him to expand opportunities 
and help our indigenous peoples of the 
noncontiguous States of Alaska and 
Hawaii, as well as those across the 
country. 

We have worked well together to im- 
prove the lives of Federal employees. 
We tried hard this Congress to enact 
meaningful reforms on telework oppor- 
tunities in the Federal Government 
and, most importantly, to provide re- 
tirement equity to Federal employees 
in Alaska, Hawaii, and the territories 
by extending locality pay to those 
areas. Your leadership on those issues 
was invaluable to our efforts to move 
the bills forward. Thank you for your 
efforts to expand opportunities for Fed- 
eral employees. 

Also, I want to mention something 
that is probably an unknown part of 
history, and that is a number of years 
ago I discovered that since 1965 the 
model of the Statue of Freedom was in 
storage at the Smithsonian. I worked 
to try to bring that statute here to the 
Capitol, and I was having a hard time 
with that until TED STEVENS joined 
me. With his help we were able to move 
that statue from storage in the Smith- 
sonian to the Capitol. 

It was, as you may now know, the 
model which was erected in the Russell 
rotunda. I am pleased to say that on 
December 2, 2008, the new Capitol Vis- 
itor Center will be dedicated and that 
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Statue of Freedom will be placed be- 
tween the two escalators that will lead 
to the Capitol. For me and for TED STE- 
VENS, this symbolizes that freedom is 
returning to the Capitol of the United 
States. And on December 2, 2008, the 
Center will be open and the Statue of 
Freedom will be an eminent part of the 
Visitor Center. 

I thank TED STEVENS for all the help 
that he has given us in Hawaii and 
other States. He has brought strength 
and passion to the Senate and has been 
а constant presence in this institution. 
And for Millie and me, TED, I want to 
say aloha, and a warm aloha and 
mahalo nui loa to you for all the 
friendship that we have had and con- 
tinue to have. I want to say God bless 
you and Catherine and your family in 
the years ahead. 

Mahalo. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Minnesota. 

Mr. COLEMAN. Mr. President, I 
think the length of my service is a 
blink of the eye compared to those who 
have spoken before. And as I stand 
here, I cannot tell you whether it is 
going to be two blinks. 

But I was on the CODEL with the 
Senator from Washington. We were in 
China with Senator STEVENS, and I 
would like to offer some insight, if I 
can, as to the question raised by my 
colleague from Kansas as to what 
makes TED STEVENS tick. 

When we were in China, Senator STE- 
VENS was treated as a hero. And he is a 
hero because of his service in World 
War II. He flew under General Chen- 
nault and went over, I think it was, the 
China-India-Burma bump. He landed in 
places in China to refurbish supplies, 
ammunition, I think, bring in intel- 
ligence sources, as described to me, 
where landing fields were cut out. 
There may have been a foot on one side 
and a foot on the other side, and this 
young guy was flying in there because 
he loved his country. 

When we talk about TED STEVENS 
and his service to our country—so 
many talk about 40 years in the Sen- 
ate—as I reflected on who that young 
guy was, flying in there with absolute 
fearlessness, with courage, with love of 
country, he is the same guy. He is the 
same guy. That is what he has given to 
this country his entire adult life, and it 
has been given in great service to this 
country. I think that is pretty special. 

He has the veneer of a tough guy. 
And TED STEVENS can be tough. There 
is no question about that. But those of 
us who know him also see the love, the 
love that is in his heart, reflected in 
love of country, but love of family, love 
for his magnificent wife, love for his 
daughter. You see the gleam in his eye 
anytime he talks about her or she is in 
his presence. We see the love he has for 
this body, the love he has for his col- 
leagues, even, by the way, for those 
with whom he disagrees. I have not 
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been on the side of ANWR with my col- 
league from Alaska. But if you simply 
tell him where you are and you give 
your word and live by that, he is al- 
ways there with you. 

Senator SMITH is not with us today, 
but few of us will ever forget when he 
stood on the floor of this Senate after 
the tragic death of his son and re- 
flected upon the support of his col- 
leagues and took special note of the 
fact that he was not with TED STEVENS 
on the most important issue to TED at 
that time: ANWR. Yet when Senator 
SMITH suffered tragedy in his life, who 
was the first person to step up to try to 
provide support, to try to ensure that 
cause get there? It was Senator STE- 
VENS. 

That is the person we know. He has 
given his entire adult life to service to 
this Nation—extraordinary service to 
this Nation—and he has done it with 
fearlessness, courage, love, and com- 
mitment, as with everything he did as 
a young man. He has never lost any of 
those qualities, and we see them today. 
This Nation has been blessed by his 
service, and many of us have been 
blessed by his friendship, and we wish 
him our very best. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Idaho. 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, I come to 
the floor this afternoon with tremen- 
dously mixed emotions to visit with all 
of you and with our country about Sen- 
ator TED STEVENS of Alaska. 

Many have said much about this 
great man. I will not say a great deal, 
but I will try to express it in an emo- 
tional way for a fellow I have known of 
for 28 years and have known personally 
for 18 years. 

So let me visit for a moment as a 
westerner, aS somebody from a public 
lands State, where the Federal Govern- 
ment is, in many instances, dominant 
over the lives of small communities 
and citizens in a way that most of you 
from nonpublic lands States wouldn’t 
ever appreciate. I know that passion. I, 
every day of my life, in working with 
TED STEVENS, sensed that passion in a 
way that if you are not from a public 
lands State, if you do not have an 
agency or a bureaucrat dictating to 
you about the lives of your citizens and 
your people, you would simply never 
understand. 

But TED grasped that early on and 
without question has been the cham- 
pion of his State and their citizens in a 
way that no other Senator has been. I 
have so tremendously respected that. 

I have been in and out of Alaska sev- 
eral times in my tenure as à Senator or 
as a Congressman. I will close with an 
expression given to me by a cab driver 
in Anchorage that says more to me 
about this man than anything I could 
possibly say myself. 

I was en route from downtown An- 
chorage, TED, to the TED STEVENS 
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International Airport. We rounded the 
curve and pulled up. As I exited the 
cab, I looked up, and there was your 
name. I said: Oh, my, TED’s got an air- 
port. That is neat. 

And the cab driver said, 
know Uncle Ted?" 

I said, ‘‘Well, yes, I do. I work for 
him in the Senate." 

He said ‘‘You do?" 

I said ‘‘Sure do." 

He said, ‘‘Give him my best when you 
get back to Washington because, as an 
Alaskan, I know of no other person who 
has done more for my State than Uncle 
Ted.” 

Well, TED STEVENS now knows why I 
call him Uncle TED more often than 
not. I view that as a much more affec- 
tionate term than Senator STEVENS be- 
cause, as I was flying out of that great 
State and headed down the coast, look- 
ing off to my left at those phenomenal 
mountains and expanses of wilderness 
and public lands and resources, I 
thought: If any one person deserves the 
credit for taking this phenomenal re- 
gion of our world and providing reason- 
able points of life for so many of its 
citizens, it is Uncle TED STEVENS. 

Uncle TED, I am going to miss you. 
This Senate will miss you. Your State 
will miss you. And America will miss 
you. 

Thank you for your service. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Kentucky. 

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I have 
had the good fortune of coming to the 
Congress in 1987 as a Member of the 
House of Representatives. Therefore, I 
did not get to mingle and get to know 
TED STEVENS really well—just in con- 
ferences. If you want to get through to 
the other side of TED STEVENS—not the 
one we have heard about so much on 
the floor today—go to a conference 
with TED STEVENS, and he will defend 
his issues and his particular beliefs in 
that conference as good as anyone I 
know of these 100 people who are in the 
Senate. 

But then, in 1998, I had the good for- 
tune of being elected to the Senate. 
When you come to the Senate for the 
first time, and you have had an en- 
counter with ТЕР STEVENS in any man- 
ner, it is kind of like: Oh, my God, is he 
really that tough to deal with all the 
time or is that a facade we see? 

Well, I have gotten to know, over the 
last 10 years, the true TED STEVENS. If 
you want someone who represents 
America representing you in the Sen- 
ate, it is TED STEVENS—not only for his 
State, for the defense of our country, 
for the principles of the United States 
on which we stand, our Founders em- 
bedded in TED STEVENS' mind, but for 
all the other things this country stands 
for: the goodness of its people, giving 
to others, allowing them to get to 
know you to the point of changing that 
gruff outside into pure love. I have 
found TED STEVENS to be the most 
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straightforward, honest Senator I have 
ever dealt with. He has given me, just 
by association for the last 10 years, the 
basis on which I serve here in the Sen- 
ate. He has given me the example. He 
has given me the principles and the 
things that each and every one of us 
here on the Senate floor should dem- 
onstrate daily. Sure, we all look out 
for our State; he does it better than ev- 
eryone. Sure, we look out for the 
United States of America as а whole— 
and he has done it better than any- 
one—but for family values or love of 
family, for love of fellow citizens and 
fellow Senators, this man is а shining 
example of what а Senator should be. I 
will hold his friendship dear until we 
both die. I thank him for his service. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Mississippi. 

Mr. WICKER. Mr. President, this is 
not my desk. I choose to speak from 
this place because the vantage point is 
better, because I will also have some- 
thing to say about the delightful wife 
of Senator TED STEVENS. I am the jun- 
ior-most Member of this body. I am 
here today with the junior Senator 
from Alaska and two of the longest 
serving Members of the Senate. It is al- 
most presumptuous for me to even rise 
to speak at this occasion, but I do so 
because as the least ranking Member of 
the Senate, I wish to express my pro- 
found respect for Senator TED STE- 
VENS. 

The previous speaker, my friend from 
Kentucky, said one way to get to know 
Members such as TED STEVENS is to go 
to a conference with them. As a Mem- 
ber of the House of Representatives, I 
had occasion to go to conferences spon- 
sored by the Aspen Institute where we 
would discuss matters of importance to 
our Nation and to the world. It was at 
a conference in Istanbul on the subject 
of political Islam that I learned about 
the keen intellect of Senator TED STE- 
VENS, and also the fact that a partici- 
pant in that conference could be less 
than half Senator STEVENS’ age, but he 
was willing to engage with you, to lis- 
ten to you, to have the give and take 
you can have in small group sessions 
such as that. I appreciate the oppor- 
tunity I had as a Member then of the 
House of Representatives in having 
that sort of interaction with this great 
man. 

There has been expression today 
about the seemingly gruff exterior or 
facade of the man we speak of today. I 
will tell my colleagues who he is gruff 
about. He is not too happy about peo- 
ple such as Islamic jihadists, about the 
opponents of freedom around the world. 
He is a little gruff about anyone 
around the globe who would wish our 
country ill, and he makes no bones 
about that. 

I wish to commend Senator STEVENS 
and to express my admiration to him 
for the good judgment and good fortune 
he has had in having as a spouse some- 
one such as Catherine Stevens. 
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I mention two very small stories that 
I think tell a lot about both Senator 
STEVENS and Catherine. We were at 
this conference and my wife was not 
able to accompany me. According to 
the rules, I was able to bring my col- 
lege-age daughter Caroline. It hap- 
pened that she needed to take an ear- 
lier flight to get back and I would stay 
with the conference for another day. I 
found out later what happened. She 
said: Daddy, Mrs. Stevens gave me 
some money before I left. It happened 
this way: Mrs. Stevens asked Caroline 
how much money she had to make it 
through the various airports and Caro- 
line told her and, as usual, her cheap- 
skate dad had shortchanged her. Mrs. 
Stevens said, That is not enough 
money, and she pulled out a couple of 
hundred dollar bills to make sure Caro- 
line got through the airport system 
safely. Here was the wife of the Presi- 
dent pro tempore of the Senate being 
kind and being careful that a college- 
age girl was well taken care of. I paid 
the money back, I wish to assure my 
colleagues, but I don’t know that I will 
ever be able to pay back the friendship. 

I have only been in the Senate some 
10 months. Early on I offered an 
amendment which was important to 
my State and my region. It was obvi- 
ous that the amendment did not have 
the support of a majority. It was going 
to go down and go down in flames, as it 
did. I was down close to the front and 
had already abandoned all hope for the 
amendment passing. I am sure TED 
does not even remember this, but he 
walked by the desk there and cast an 
aye vote for the Wicker amendment. 
He was one of the few people to do so. 
Someone was taking Senator STEVENS 
to task for voting yes. He did not know 
I was listening, but I heard him say, “I 
did it to help Wicker." I am sure that 
was the only reason he cast that vote. 
I can tell my colleagues I appreciated 
that act of kindness, just as I appre- 
ciated Catherine Stevens’ act of kind- 
ness toward my daughter. 

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow said: 

Lives of great men all remind us we can 
make our lives sublime, and departing, leave 
behind us footprints on the sands of time. 

Now, the junior Senator from Alaska 
did a wonderful job of outlining the 
many footprints our friend TED STE- 
VENS has left for both the United 
States of America and the people spe- 
cifically of his beloved State of Alaska. 
The people of Alaska will long live bet- 
ter, Alaskans yet unborn will live bet- 
ter because of the efforts of TED STE- 
VENS. Americans today and Americans 
yet unborn will be safer and live freer 
because of the service and the leader- 
ship of TED STEVENS. I am honored 
down to my bones to be able to stand 
on the floor of the Senate today and 
pay tribute to this great man. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Mississippi is recognized. 

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to have been here to hear most 
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of the comments and remarks of our 
colleagues about the distinguished ca- 
reer of the Senator from Alaska, TED 
STEVENS. I haven’t had a better friend 
in the Senate than TED STEVENS and 
his example and his friendship have 
been very vital to my service in the 
Senate, and the people of my State 
have benefited from the relationship I 
have had. So I am glad to have this op- 
portunity here today, when so many 
are saying the things that come to 
their mind and are in their heart about 
the impact TED STEVENS has had on 
the work of this Senate and on indi- 
vidual Senators and their careers. 

I am one of those who had the privi- 
lege of being by his side as a member of 
the Appropriations Committee. After 2 
years in the Senate, I was able to get 
on that committee and moved up pret- 
ty quickly, because of the retirements 
of other Senators, to sit by his side and 
to benefit from his example. I am 
grateful to have had that opportunity, 
and I thank him for his generosity, for 
his time and his efforts to help assure 
that I was assisted. I tried to be helpful 
to not only my State but to programs 
and activities within the Department 
of Defense that I had strong feelings 
about and thought were very vital to 
our national security interests. Missile 
defense comes to mind as one of those 
issues that we dealt with in a way that 
led our country to move forward quick- 
ly. Senator INOUYE was very much a 
part of that as well. I think their expe- 
rience and the way they worked to- 
gether served as an example to the rest 
of us as to how working through the 
committee system of the Senate bene- 
fits our country and how it is impor- 
tant to this institution that traditions 
be respected and observed. It is not just 
for procedural standpoint benefits, but 
it truly does improve the quality of the 
work and the importance of the influ- 
ence of the Senate in our government 
today. 

So I can’t say enough in terms of 
praise and expression of appreciation, 
except that we are going to miss the 
benefit and the example of TED STE- 
VENS here in this Senate. There is no 
way around that. We are suffering a 
loss by his departure from the Senate. 
We wish him well. We know he is going 
to be around and we look forward to 
continuing the friendship and the op- 
portunities to get advice. He may vol- 
unteer some advice that he thinks we 
might need, and I hope he will. I invite 
him to. We will continue to benefit 
from his service and the things he has 
done in his great career to help this in- 
stitution and our great country. 

It is a sad day for me but one that I 
know he appreciates very much in 
terms of the people who have spoken 
and the things that have been said 
about him. These are words of praise 
that are very well earned. 

Mr. INOUYE. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, 
there have been some beautiful trib- 
utes made to my colleague, the senior 
Senator from Alaska today, and I am 
certain that others will be coming to 
the floor to speak of their relationship, 
their experiences, and to speak of the 
good works of Senator STEVENS. I 
would encourage them to come to the 
floor or to certainly submit their writ- 
ten comments for the RECORD so that 
Senator STEVENS can have the full op- 
portunity of those, and I ask unani- 
mous consent for that. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, are we 
in а quorum call? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are 
not. 

Mr. ISAKSON. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to be recognized to pay a brief 
tribute to our dear friend, the senior 
Senator from Alaska, Senator STE- 
VENS. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I wish 
to say that when I was elected 4 years 
ago, a gentleman by the name of Mack 
Mattingly called me on the telephone, 
а former Senator from 1981 to 1986, and 
he said, Johnny, when you get to 
Washington and you get to the Senate, 
you go meet TED STEVENS. TED STE- 
VENS is the best friend you will ever 
have." 

I stand here today, 4 years later, tell- 
ing you he was exactly right. There is 
not a person in this Chamber you have 
not been willing to help. There is not 
an Alaskan you have not helped. You 
are а steadfast friend, and you are as 
tough as nails. I wish to tell you how 
much I appreciate, from the bottom of 
my heart, what you have done to help 
me and the citizens of Georgia. Your 
work on Commerce, your work on Ap- 
propriations, your work on Armed 
Forces, and your work on the military, 
all of it is important to Georgia. You 
have been a champion all along. You 
are a true hero. 

The tributes today are well deserved 
to a great man, a great Alaskan, and a 
great Senator. God bless you. 

I yield the floor. 

Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I want- 
ed to take a moment to say how much 
I have appreciated the friendship of 
TED STEVENS. He and his wife are a 
wonderful team. 

Since I was elected a short—to him— 
12 years ago, it has been truly enjoy- 
able to work with TED on the numerous 
western issues before this body. Often, 
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those issues correspond to Alaska 
issues, working for a strong military, 
missile defense, sound land manage- 
ment practices, energy development. 
He has been very helpful to Colorado. 

I have particularly admired his work 
for our Nation’s military. TED and I 
worked together, and worked hard, on 
missile defense. He was an appropri- 
ator, I was an authorizer. I should also 
say, he was a titan of the Senate, I was 
a freshman Senator. So the workload 
was a little unfair, in my favor. But 
we, along with many others, got the 
missile defense established. I am de- 
lighted that after such a rocky fight 
the system is now a cornerstone of not 
only our national defense, but of our 
NATO relationship as well. European 
militaries understand the value of 
what we can do, and what protections 
we can afford them. TED saw this, he 
knew what the results would be, and he 
shouldered the burden, fought the 
fight, and dragged the system into re- 
ality. 

I have had the pleasure of helping 
TED raise money for his conservation 
efforts on the World Famous Kenai 
River. I have been fortunate enough to 
join him on the river. I had the even 
greater fortune to win his annual tour- 
nament a couple times. Some rivers are 
just lucky for some fisherman, and 
while I might wish my lucky river is a 
little closer to home than Kenai, AK, 
being lucky on a river famous for its 
prize salmon is not so bad. And what he 
is doing for that river, his conservation 
efforts, is remarkable. I have noticed a 
difference between my first visit and 
my last. 

My wife Joan and I wish TED and his 
wife Catherine the best. God Bless. 


EE 
NOMINATION OF ERIC HOLDER 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I want to 
speak about some of the things we have 
seen recently in the press about the 
President-elect nominating Eric H. 
Holder, Jr. to be Attorney General. 

Eric Holder would make an out- 
standing and historic nominee if Presi- 
dent-elect Obama were to choose to 
nominate him. Mr. Holder would be the 
first African American to be nominated 
and confirmed to serve as Attorney 
General, the highest ranking law en- 
forcement officer in the country. But 
far more important than that, he 
would be as qualified a person as could 
be found in either party in this coun- 
try. 

Over the last 8 years, political ma- 
nipulation and influence from partisan 
political operatives in the White House 
have undercut the Department of Jus- 
tice and its mission, severely under- 
mined the morale of its career profes- 
sionals, and shaken public confidence 
in our Federal justice system. We need 
the new Attorney General to be a per- 
son not only of integrity and experi- 
ence, but also somebody who can in- 


24299 


spire the thousands of hard-working 
prosecutors, agents and employees who 
do their best every day to enforce the 
law and promote justice without regard 
to partisan politics. We need an Attor- 
ney General in the mode of Robert H. 
Jackson, and Eric Holder fits that 
mold. 

Investigations by the Judiciary Com- 
mittees of the Senate and House and by 
the Department of Justice’s own in- 
Spector general have substantiated 
some of our worst fears. AS you go 
around the courts in this country, we 
now see a corrosive situation in which 
defendants routinely question whether 
Federal prosecutions are politically 
motivated; not whether the law was 
broken but whether political consider- 
ations determined whether the pros- 
ecution would be brought. Great dam- 
age has been done to the credibility 
and effectiveness of the Justice Depart- 
ment. 

I have known Eric Holder for years. 
If he is President-elect Obama’s selec- 
tion to be the next Attorney General, 
he will bring the kind of leadership, 
temperament, experience, and judg- 
ment we need to restore the rule of law 
and rebuild the reputation of the De- 
partment of Justice so it is worthy of 
its name. 

In October, before the results of the 
current election were known, I wrote 
with Senator SPECTER about the kind 
of person who should be appointed the 
next Attorney General of the United 
States. Eric H. Holder, Jr., surely fits 
the bill. The next Attorney General has 
to understand our moral and legal obli- 
gations to protect the fundamental 
rights of all Americans. The Attorney 
General must ensure that the Depart- 
ment of Justice is working to uphold 
the Constitution and the rule of law, 
not working to circumvent them in 
order to promote the President’s polit- 
ical agenda. 

We need an Attorney General who re- 
alizes that no one is above the law. The 
Attorney General is not above the law 
and no Member of this body, but espe- 
cially the President of the United 
States, is above the law. 

I know Mr. Holder appreciates and 
respects the work and commitment of 
the thousands of men and women who 
work at the Justice Department in 
their dedication to enforcing the law 
and promoting justice. They know him 
from his days at the Public Integrity 
Section, from his time as a U.S. Attor- 
ney for the District of Columbia, from 
his years as the Deputy Attorney Gen- 
eral, the second highest ranking offi- 
cial in the Department. I think this 
choice would be welcomed by career 
professionals and prosecutors at the 
Department of Justice. He can do a 
great deal to restore morale as well as 
the rule of law. 

His career has been one of ‘‘firsts’’. It 
would be fitting for him to become the 
first African American nominated and 
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confirmed to serve as the Attorney 
General of the United States. 

Shortly after his graduation from Co- 
lombia Law School, he joined the De- 
partment of Justice as part of the At- 
torney General's honors program. He 
was assigned to the newly formed Pub- 
lic Integrity Section in 1976. He worked 
there for 12 years investigating and 
prosecuting corruption. While at the 
Public Integrity Section, Mr. Holder 
participated in a number of prosecu- 
tions and appeals involving such de- 
fendants as the State treasurer of Flor- 
ida, а former Ambassador to the Do- 
minican Republic, а local judge in 
Philadelphia, and assistant U.S. attor- 
ney in New York City, an FBI agent, 
and a capo in an organized crime fam- 
ily. 

After a dozen years as a prosecutor, 
one of the best there was, President 
Ronald Reagan nominated him to be an 
associate judge on the Superior Court 
of the District of Columbia. When Ron- 
ald Reagan nominated him to be а 
judge, he was easily confirmed, and he 
Served in that position for 5 years. He 
left the bench—becoming, incidentally 
again, the first African American U.S. 
attorney for the District of Columbia. 
That is the largest U.S. Attorney’s Of- 
fice in the country. While in that post, 
he oversaw prosecution of a powerful 
Democratic Congressman. 

Four years later he was nominated to 
the important post of Deputy Attorney 
General. I worked with the then-chair- 
man of the Senate Judiciary Com- 
mittee, Senator Orrin Hatch to report 
his nomination favorably to the Sen- 
ate. I was disturbed that an anonymous 
Republican hold delayed consideration 
of his nomination for 3 weeks. But 
when that hold was lifted and we had a 
vote—open, in the daylight—all 100 
Senators voted to confirm Eric Holder 
to be the Deputy Attorney General of 
the United States. He became the first 
African American in the history of the 
Department to achieve that high posi- 
tion and later served briefly as the Act- 
ing Attorney General. 

But, notwithstanding my friendship 
with Mr. Holder, notwithstanding my 
friendship with the President-elect, 
should he be nominated, Mr. Holder 
should be voted for or against on his 
merits. His race will be a historic foot- 
note, but that is not what should make 
the difference. 

Whoever is nominated to the position 
of the chief law enforcement officer of 
this country should be considered on 
his or her merits. And what wonderful 
merits he has. He has prosecuted high- 
level public officials and organized 
crime; developed comprehensive pro- 
grams to combat domestic violence, 
child abuse, violent crime; revitalized 
programs to assist crime victims. He 
has helped guide the Department’s ef- 
forts in the criminal prosecution of 
corporations, health care fraud, com- 
puter crimes, software piracy, helped 
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develop a community prosecution 
model. He has served in nearly every 
level of the Department of Justice he 
would lead. That is what makes him 
qualified. 

We need an Attorney General, as 
Robert H. Jackson said 68 years ago 
about the Federal prosecutor, ‘‘who 
serves the law, not factional purposes, 
and who approaches his task with hu- 
mility." That is the kind of prosecutor 
Eric Holder always was, and that is the 
kind of Attorney General he would be. 

This is very personal to me. I con- 
sider the 8 years I spent as a prosecutor 
in Vermont after returning from law 
school one of the best opportunities I 
ever had to serve the public. 

I came close to serving in that area 
in the Federal Government. The then- 
Attorney General had invited me in to 
talk and to encourage me to come to 
the Department of Justice. He had re- 
viewed my grades, he had reviewed 
where I was in the Georgetown Law 
Center, and he talked to me about com- 
ing in to the Department. I said to 
him, “Mr. Attorney General, tell me 
again how the Department of Justice 
works. Are you free of political influ- 
ence from the White House?" I remem- 
ber him saying, and I can see his eyes 
today as he looked me straight in the 
eye and said, ‘‘I have told the President 
that neither he nor anyone from the 
White House can interfere with pros- 
ecutions. We will make those deter- 
minations here in the Department of 
Justice based on the facts and the 
law." I remember even at that time I 
thought if I was ever a prosecutor, that 
is the kind of prosecutor I would want 
to be. And this Attorney General whom 
Italked with did exactly that. When а 
person who was key to the election of 
the President of the United States had 
committed а crime, this Attorney Gen- 
eral prosecuted that person. This was 
particularly significant because that 
Attorney General was Robert F. Ken- 
nedy. The President of the United 
States was his brother, John F. Ken- 
nedy. But he said: We will protect the 
integrity of the Department of Justice. 

I want to see that again. I had that in 
my mind when I was a prosecutor. I be- 
lieve strongly that we need to enforce 
the law with neither fear nor favor 
when. There is no question in my mind 
that Eric Holder would do that. 

I think of the thousands of men and 
women who work for the Department 
of Justice, some of the finest people 
you will ever see anywhere, many I 
have known for decades. For most of 
them, I have no idea what their polit- 
ical allegiances are, whether they are 
Republicans or Democrats or Independ- 
ents. But I know one thing about every 
single one of them: they are the best of 
the best. They deserve, as an Attorney 
General, the best of the best. 

I commend President-elect Obama 
for considering Eric Holder for this po- 
sition. He is à public servant who has 
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broad support within the law enforce- 
ment community and on both sides of 
the aisle. I was pleased to see that the 
initial reactions of Senator HATCH, 
Senator SESSIONS, and Senator 
COBURN—all Republican members of 
the Senate Judiciary Committee—and 
many others, were to acknowledge his 
publie service, his integrity, and good 
qualities. Mr. Holder should have the 
support of Senators from both sides of 
the aisle if the President-elect chooses 
to nominate him. I can assure you if he 
is nominated that the Senate Judiciary 
Committee will hold prompt and fair 
nomination hearings. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
Sence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SALAZAR.) The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. GREGG. I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


ES 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


JOHN SUNUNU 

Mr. GREGG. Mr. President, a large 
number of very special and extraor- 
dinary individuals will be leaving the 
Senate at the end of this session, many 
friends and many people I have ad- 
mired for a number of years and had 
the privilege to serve with. I wished to 
speak specifically to one, and that is 
my colleague from New Hampshire, 
JOHN SUNUNU. 

JOHN is the youngest Member of the 
Senate. He came here as the youngest 
Member, and he is still the youngest 
Member after 6 years, but he is one of 
the most accomplished and capable 
people in the Senate, one of the bright- 
est, as we all know, and also one of the 
people who brings the most common 
sense to issues. Time and time again, I 
would come to the floor, and this was 
throughout his term but especially 
during the last few months when he 
was in à very challenging election, and 
there would be votes being cast that 
were very difficult political votes, 
votes which, when you cast these 
votes, most people knew they were not 
going to be understood and, in many 
instances, they were going to be mis- 
interpreted or subject to misrepresen- 
tation but votes which were necessary 
to cast in order to preserve especially 
the fiscal responsibility of this Govern- 
ment. JOHN SUNUNU never backed away 
from any of those votes. He always cast 
the difficult vote, knowing in many in- 
stances that politically it was going to 
be characterized in a way which might 
hurt him; votes, the basic purpose of 
which, in most instances, were to pro- 
tect the taxpayer, keep the size of Gov- 
ernment under control, and be a force 
for а better country and for more indi- 
vidual rights. He understands as well 
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as anyone in this body the basic values 
of making Government live within its 
means, of having a government which 
people can afford but is still compas- 
sionate and accomplishes the goals of 
delivering adequate services. He has 
worked very hard in order to pursue 
those goals. 

He also brought to the body à unique 
sense of humor, New Hampshire humor, 
quiet, witty, and comfortable with 
himself but also willing to make fun of 
himself, and an essential common 
sense, which I like to think is char- 
acteristic of New Hampshire, and also 
an integrity, a commitment to public 
Service for the purposes of public serv- 
ice—the fact that he was here not to 
benefit himself in any way but simply 
to do what he felt was right in order to 
make our Nation better and make New 
Hampshire better. He served New 
Hampshire for 12 years, both in Con- 
gress and in the Senate. 

As I mentioned, he is the youngest 
Member of the Senate and his service is 
hardly completed, I hope. His opportu- 
nities are virtually limitless because 
his abilities are limitless. He has talent 
and capability, intelligence, drive, the 
personality to pretty much do what- 
ever he wants as he moves forward. 

He also has one other resource which 
is very special and that is his wife and 
family. Kitty is an exceptional indi- 
vidual. Kathy and I have come to enjoy 
not only working with JOHN and Kitty 
but getting to know them as friends, as 
fellow travelers. Kathy has been 
through many years being a political 
wife, and she has put up with a lot of 
ups and downs. She and Kitty naturally 
bonded, as they understood the impor- 
tance of what we do. Kitty is an indi- 
vidual who brings а smile whenever 
you see her because she is а person 
filled with good will to everyone. Their 
children, Grace and Charlie, John 
Hayes, great kids, very enthusiastic 
people, à wonderful family. That fam- 
ily is а tremendous support to JOHN, 
and he is а tremendous support to 
them. That unit, as it moves forward, 
will always be successful. 

It is obviously with great regret that 
I look on JOHN’s leaving the Senate. 
His talent will be lost here, and it will 
be à loss to the body. He is à special in- 
dividual who had a special group of 
Skills that uniquely worked for the 
benefit of New Hampshire and the peo- 
ple of New Hampshire. I hope he will 
stay engaged. 

Kathy and I wish him and Kitty and 
their children the best of luck as they 
go forward and that the road always 
rises to meet them. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
Sence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the period for 
morning business be extended to 3 p.m., 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
HEALTH CARE REFORM 


Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, we do 
not intend to wait until the new Con- 
gress convenes in January to begin 
work on health care reform legislation. 
The fact is, health care reform was one 
of the signature changes promised by 
President-elect Barack Obama during 
the campaign. This legislation is too 
important and too urgent to put off 
until tomorrow, to wait until the new 
President and the new Congress are 
sworn in. 

I applaud both Senator BAUCUS, Chair 
of the Finance Committee, and Senator 
KENNEDY, Chair of the Health, Edu- 
cation, Labor, and Pensions Com- 
mittee, for plunging right into the am- 
bitious and historic task of creating a 
comprehensive health care reform bill. 

Last week, Senator BAUCUS came for- 
ward with a 98-page white paper setting 
broad parameters for prospective legis- 
lation. Earlier this week, Senator KEN- 
NEDY brought together members of the 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen- 
sions Committee to kick off the long 
process of crafting a bill. 

At that meeting, Senator KENNEDY 
designated three working groups to 
oversee the principal components of 
the bill. Senator CLINTON was asked to 
chair the health insurance coverage 
working group. Senator MIKULSKI will 
chair the health system quality work- 
ing group. I will chair the prevention 
and public health working group. 

As I said, the working group I will 
chair will focus on the wellness, disease 
prevention, and public health compo- 
nents of this legislation. Again, this 
has been a longstanding focus of mine. 
Indeed, in the past, I have already in- 
troduced comprehensive wellness legis- 
lation. Several elements of that bill, 
and others, have been enacted into law. 
Prevention and wellness as a compo- 
nent are absolutely critical to trans- 
forming the way we approach health 
care in the United States. 

To be honest about it, we don’t have 
a health care system in America; we 
have a sick care system in America. 
Well, think about it. If you get sick, 
you get care, either through insurance, 
Medicare, Medicaid, community health 
centers, charity—one way or the 
other—but that is the most expensive 
way to do things. That is sort of trying 
to patch it up later on. We have spent 
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untold hundreds of billions of dollars a 
year on pills, on surgery, hospitaliza- 
tion, disability, but we spend peanuts— 
3 percent—less than 3 percent of our 
health care money for prevention and 
wellness. 

Again, there are huge untapped op- 
portunities in this area of wellness and 
prevention. If we think about where we 
are right now, we will see that we 
spend a staggering $2 trillion annually 
on health care—more than any other 
nation in the world and more than 
most nations put together. Yet the 
World Health Organization ranks U.S. 
health care 37th among the nations of 
the world—387th. We are 20th of 21 in- 
dustrialized nations in the quality of 
health care for children. We are No. 
20—20 out of 21 industrialized nations— 
in terms of the quality of children’s 
health care. 

If you want evidence of the failure of 
our current sick care system, consider 
these facts: Tens of millions of Ameri- 
cans suffer from preventable diseases, 
such as type 2 diabetes, heart disease, 
and, of course, some forms of cancer. In 
tandem with a childhood obesity epi- 
demic now, we have new guidelines 
from the American Academy of Pediat- 
rics advising that some children as 
young as 8 years old should be put on 
cholesterol-lowering drugs. That is the 
American Academy of Pediatrics. We 
have an epidemic of children with 
adult-onset diabetes—unheard of until 
just recently. Unheard of until just re- 
cently. We are now seeing young Amer- 
icans, aS young as age 25, getting heart 
bypass surgery because of clogged arte- 
ries. So again, it is almost as though 
we have lost our capacity to be 
shocked when we hear these statistics. 
How much evidence do we need that 
America’s approach to health care or, 
as I say, sick care is simply not work- 
ing? 

The good news is that President-elect 
Barack Obama, Senator BAUCUS, Sen- 
ator KENNEDY, and other key players 
here in the Senate and in the House 
kind of get it when it comes to real 
health care reform. It is not enough to 
just talk about how to extend insur- 
ance coverage or how to pay the bills, 
as important as those things are. That 
is not enough. If all we are going to do 
is figure out a better way to pay the 
bills, we are sunk. We have to start 
keeping people healthier and pre- 
venting disease in the first place. 

Again, I would lay down this marker 
right now. If we pass a health care re- 
form bill that greatly extends health 
insurance coverage but does nothing to 
implement a national prevention and 
wellness structure and agenda, then we 
will have failed the American people. It 
simply makes no sense to legislate 
broader access to a health care system 
that costs too much, delivers too little, 
largely because it neglects wellness 
and prevention. We need to craft a bill 
that mobilizes our society to prevent 
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these unnecessary diseases and condi- 
tions, including obesity, type 2 diabe- 
tes, heart disease, and some forms of 
cancer. It is time to recognize obesity 
as a disease that needs to be attacked— 
not cured but prevented. 

A robust emphasis on wellness is 
about saving lives and saving trips to 
the hospital and saving money. It is 
the only way—the only way—we are 
going to get a grip on these sky- 
rocketing health care costs. As I said, 
there are a lot of opportunities here in 
terms of cost savings but also in terms 
of helping people live healthier, 
happier, and more productive lives. We 
want to be more productive in this 
country. Not all of this is going to 
come under what we think of as the 
health care umbrella. Not all will come 
under what I would say we think of as 
medicine and doctors and hospitals and 
things such as that. A lot of this is 
going to be outside of that sort of 
health care regimen. 

I think of things such as schools. The 
Presiding Officer and I serve on the Ag- 
riculture Committee in the Senate. 
Next year, we are going to be reauthor- 
izing the child nutrition bill. This is a 
bill that basically sets up the param- 
eters for school lunch, school break- 
fast, school snacks, the WIC Program, 
the Women, Infants and Children Pro- 
gram. 

It seems to me this ought to be 
thought of also as a part of preventive 
health care. Our kids in school have to 
start eating better, more wholesome 
foods, less starches, less fats, less sug- 
ars, less sodium. I just mentioned the 
onset of type 2 diabetes and childhood 
obesity. We have to get a grip on this. 
We can’t continue to do the things 
with our school lunch and school 
breakfast programs aS we have been 
doing in the past. 

Obviously, another component of 
this—it doesn’t fall within our Agri- 
culture Committee jurisdiction, I say 
to the Presiding Officer, the Senator 
from Colorado—we also have to start 
making sure that schools that get any 
sort of Federal funds have exercise pro- 
grams. Schools are being built in 
America today without a playground, 
without a gym, without any kind of ex- 
ercise equipment for kids. It is non- 
sense. 

I don’t know about the Senator from 
Colorado, but I would wager that when 
he was in grade school, he had to go 
outside and run around for a half an 
hour or so a day. In my grade school, 
we had 15 minutes in the morning, 15 
minutes in the afternoon, and a half 
hour after lunch. One hour a day we 
were out running around, sometimes in 
the snow, and it was pretty cold in the 
wintertime. We always had exercise. 
We were always doing something. Of 
course, we didn’t have Game Boys and 
a lot of TV and things such as that at 
that time. 

My point is that schools—as we at- 
tack feeding programs and the vending 
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machines and what goes into vending 
machines in schools—again, when the 
Senator from Colorado was in school, I 
bet they didn’t have vending machines. 
Now we see Pepsi and Coke and candy 
bars and all sorts of things in vending 
machines. Why should that be so? 
School is where you go to learn, to be 
healthy, not to get stoked up with junk 
food and sugar and starches and so- 
dium. 

So I digress a little, but that is an- 
other component of it that we have to 
be thinking about. It may not be in the 
health care reform bill as such. I in- 
tend to have it in the health care re- 
form bill as guidance directions for 
other committees that are involved in 
other things to be able to start looking 
at wellness and prevention compo- 
nents. 

I would go this far: I think we need a 
direction in this health care reform bill 
to every committee of Congress that 
whatever you are working on, you have 
to think about how it impacts preven- 
tion and wellness—does it add to that 
or does it subtract from that and are 
there things we ought to be doing in 
this legislation? 

Again, I digress a little bit, but take 
the recent highway reauthorization 
bill. That was 3 or 4 years ago, and now 
we are going to reauthorize it again in 
2010. I offered an amendment which 
didn’t succeed, but I think, over the 
passage of the years, the more I have 
talked to others about it and we have 
conferred about it, I hope it has a good 
chance on the next reauthorization 
bill. It was simply this: any commu- 
nity or region or State that uses Fed- 
eral highway monies, the Federal gaso- 
line tax monies for road improvements 
and such, if they are building roads, 
improving them, or building bridges or 
whatever, they have to incorporate in 
their planning bike paths and walking 
paths along with them. I am not saying 
they have to build those; I am just say- 
ing that at least they ought to have 
them in their plans. Again, thinking 
about kids going to school, they ought 
to have sidewalks along their streets 
going to school so they can walk to 
school. Many places don’t have side- 
walks and bike paths and walking 
paths. 

My point is that there are a lot of 
things outside of the health care envi- 
ronment we normally think of that can 
be very helpful for prevention and 
wellness—workplaces, workplace well- 
ness. There are some companies in this 
country doing a great job with this. 
They have set up wellness programs, 
nutrition guidance programs, 
antismoking programs for employees, 
and in every case I have ever looked at 
where you have the incentives and the 
company really goes to work at this, 
they find some amazing results. They 
find their absenteeism goes down, they 
find workers are much more productive 
than they had been in the past, and 
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they find their health care costs going 
down. Now, we need to make this avail- 
able to every business in this country— 
small businesses, people who employ 10 
people or more. There has to be some- 
thing including à component of preven- 
tion in the workplace. 

So I mentioned schools, workplaces, 
communities. Communities have to be 
involved. We need to promote commu- 
nity wellness programs. 

The Trust for America's Health ear- 
lier this year came out with a study 
they had done on community-based 
wellness programs and the return on 
investment. Most times when you talk 
with people about prevention and 
wellness, they say: Oh, that is all fine, 
but you don't get a payback for 20 or 30 
years. The Trust for America's Health 
did а study State by State and they 
Showed that in these cases where the 
communities had community wellness 
programs, that actually, in the first 
year—in the first year—there was al- 
most а 2-to-1 return. For every dollar 
they invested, they got $2 back the 
very next year, and it increased every 
year after that. So we have to think 
about how we promote community- 
based wellness programs. 

The elderly. I can’t think of how 
many times I have been to senior citi- 
zens centers, congregate meal sites, 
Some independent living centers, and 
those types of places where we see so 
many elderly on drugs. They are on so 
many drugs. They can't keep track of 
the 15 pills they have to take every 
day. Well, there have been some very 
good studies done, on the fact that if 
you give the elderly better nutrition, 
better exercise, better social ability, 
you can get them off some of those 
drugs—maybe not all of them, but you 
can get them off of half of the drugs or 
more that they are taking. So there 
are a lot of things we can do just, as I 
SAy, outside. 

Within health care, there are a lot of 
things too. Students are going to med- 
ical school today, taking all of these 
courses on medicine and drugs and 
pharmacology year after year; very in- 
tensive, very hard studies. I think I 
would not be wrong in saying that 
most medical school students today, at 
most they might have one 3-hour credit 
course at the end of their study where 
they take something dealing with pre- 
vention. It is just not a factor in med- 
ical schools. It should be. It should be 
a factor in nursing schools. Any health 
care professional, any health care pro- 
fession should have that component, 
including physicians assistants, nurse 
practitioners, and anyone involved in 
the health professions. So that is an- 
other part also. 

We need to be thinking about how we 
can beef up our public health service in 
this country. When I was а young kid 
going to public school, we had school 
nurses, and they came around and 
made sure we had our vaccinations and 
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things such as that, and that we exer- 
cised. We don't do that anymore. We 
have to restructure our public health 
Service in this country, to think about 
how we better utilize the public health 
Service. 

If you go to medical school now, 
Medicare is one of the biggest funders 
of medical schools now, or if you go 
into the military, the military will put 
you through medical school and then 
you pay it back in 8 to 10 years for 
your medical school training. But what 
if you wanted to be а public health 
Service officer, you wanted to go to 
medical school and maybe take one of 
the courses in public health? Well, that 
would apply there too. Why not pay 
their way through college, and then 
they pay it back for working in the 
public health service for a number of 
years. 

We think about the several hundred 
community health centers we have in 
this country, doing a great job. Why 
aren't they а part of the Public Health 
Service Corps in America, and utilize 
them for prevention and wellness, 
diagnostics? Quite frankly, people 
should not have to pay a copay or a 
cost share to get a colonoscopy, or 
breast cancer screening or a host of 
other things for diagnosis. Annual 
physical checkups; there shouldn't be à 
copay or cost share for that. That is 
just keeping people from doing it. 
When you detect things early and you 
can intervene early, that is part of pre- 
vention also, earlier diagnostics. 

Again, this has to be а big part—I 
think the centerpiece—of health care 
reform because it is the only way we 
are going to actually save money. Well, 
you may save money in a bigger pool 
and better insurance, that type of 
thing, yes, but the big bucks we will 
save and will make our people more 
productive and healthy is to have pre- 
vention and wellness. 

Yesterday, I convened à meeting of 
the key groups that have been active in 
the wellness and prevention field, in- 
cluding the Trust for America's Health, 
the Partnerships for Prevention, the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation, the 
American Diabetes Association, the 
American Heart Association, the 
American Cancer Society, the YMCA, 
the American Medical Association, and 
many others. This was yesterday. It 
was an excellent session, with а room 
full of people who all realize this is the 
time for bold thinking and real change. 
In addition, I intend to hold additional 
hearings in December. 

This working group that Senator 
KENNEDY asked me to chair will reach 
out broadly. We wish to capture the 
best ideas, the best practices. Our goal 
is nothing less than to transform 
America into a genuine ‘‘wellness soci- 
ety." 

То borrow а phrase, that is change 
you can believe in. It is also change 
that is long overdue. 
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To date, wellness and prevention 
have been the missing pieces in the na- 
tional conversation about health care 
reform. It is time to make them the 
centerpiece of the conversation—not an 
asterisk or a footnote but centerpiece 
of our conversation on health care re- 
form. 

As chair of the Prevention and Public 
Health Working Group, I look forward 
to working with my colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle to solicit ideas and 
input. Promoting wellness and pre- 
venting disease is not about party or 
ideology; it is about pragmatism and 
common sense. It is about what 
works—keeping people healthy and 
keeping costs down, making people 
more productive in their daily lives. 

We have a big job ahead of us, but I 
am confident the new President and 
the new Congress can deliver on health 
care reform, and we can do it in the 
next calendar year. Yes, we can greatly 
expand access to the health care sys- 
tem—or as I call it, the ‘‘sick care" 
system. At the same time, if that is all 
we do, we will have failed. We can and 
must transform America's sick care 
system into a true health care system, 
one that makes preventing illness and 
staying well every bit as important as 
curing the illness later on. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. NEL- 
son of Nebraska). Without objection, it 
is so ordered. 


EE 


UNANIMOUS-CONSENT 
AGREEMENT—H.R. 6867 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that at 3 p.m. today, the 
Senate proceed to vote on the motion 
to invoke cloture on the motion to pro- 
ceed to H.R. 6867; that if cloture is in- 
voked on the motion to proceed, then 
all postcloture time be yielded back 
and the motion to proceed be agreed to; 
that after the bill is reported, it then 
be read a third time, and the Senate 
proceed to vote on passage of the bill, 
without further intervening action or 
debate; that if cloture is not invoked 
on the motion to proceed, then a mo- 
tion to reconsider the failed cloture 
vote be considered as entered, and the 
Senate then proceed to a period of 
morning business, with Senators per- 
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. REID. If the Chair will withhold, 
I appreciate very much all Senators’ 
thoughtful consideration of what we 
are trying to accomplish. I especially 
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extend my appreciation to the Repub- 
lican leader for his stepping out of im- 
portant meetings to take calls from me 
and being available to help us work our 
way through these difficult times. 

We are all trying to accomplish the 
same thing. We have an economy that 
is in peril, and we want to make sure 
we do everything we can within reason 
and keeping with our responsibilities 
to succeed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? 

Mr. ALEXANDER. No objection. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. This will be the last vote 
this week. 


ee 


CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The hour 
of 3 p.m. having arrived, morning busi- 
ness is now closed. 


EEE 


UNEMPLOYMENT COMPENSATION 
EXTENSION ACT OF 2008—MOTION 
TO PROCEED 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re- 
sume consideration of the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 6867, which the clerk 
will now report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

Motion to proceed to the consideration of 
Calendar No. 1123, H.R. 6867, an act to pro- 
vide for additional emergency unemploy- 
ment compensation. 

CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, pursuant to rule 
XXII, the Chair lays before the Senate 
the pending cloture motion, which the 
clerk will report. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 1123, H.R. 6867, the 
Unemployment Compensation Extension Act 
of 2008. 

Harry Reid, Max Baucus, Patrick J. 
Leahy, Bernard Sanders, Kent Conrad, 
E. Benjamin Nelson, John D. Rocke- 
feller, IV, Dianne Feinstein, Robert P. 
Casey, Jr., Patty Murray, Richard Dur- 
bin, Sheldon Whitehouse, Barbara A. 
Mikulski, Barbara Boxer, Carl Levin, 
Daniel K. Akaka, Mark L. Pryor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan- 
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call has been waived. 

The question is, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 6867, an act to provide 
for additional emergency unemploy- 
ment compensation, shall be brought 
to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 
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The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk called 
the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN) and 
the Senator from Arkansas (Mrs. LIN- 
COLN) are necessarily absent. 

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Georgia (Mr. CHAMBLISS) and the Sen- 
ator from New Hampshire (Mr. 
SUNUNU). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. KLo- 
BUCHAR). Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 89, 
nays 6, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 214 Leg.] 


YEAS—89 
Akaka Dorgan Mikulski 
Alexander Durbin Murkowski 
Allard Ensign Murray 
Baucus Feingold Nelson (FL) 
Bayh Feinstein Nelson (NE) 
Bennett Graham Pryor 
Bingaman Grassley Reed 
Bond Gregg Reid 
Бог ee Roberts 
rown arkin 
Rockefell 
Brownback Hutchison 87 PRA 
: alazar 
Bunning Inouye Sandet 
Burr Isakson ADR 
Byrd Johnson л 
Cantwell Kennedy А 
Cardin Kerry s y 
Carper Klobuchar Smith 
Casey Kohl Snowe 
Clinton Kyl Specter 
Cochran Landrieu Stabenow 
Coleman Lautenberg Stevens 
Collins Leahy Tester 
Conrad Levin Thune 
Corker Lieberman Vitter 
Cornyn Lugar Voinovich 
Craig Martinez Warner 
Crapo McCain Webb 
Dodd McCaskill Whitehouse 
Dole McConnell Wicker 
Domenici Menendez Wyden 
NAYS—6 
Barrasso DeMint Hatch 
Coburn Enzi Inhofe 
NOT VOTING—4 
Biden Lincoln 
Chambliss Sununu 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 89, the nays are 6. 
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho- 
sen and sworn having voted in the af- 
firmative, the motion is agreed to. 

Under the previous order, all 
postcloture time is yielded back and 
the motion to proceed is agreed to. 

Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, 
next week we will celebrate Thanks- 
giving—a holiday to be with family and 
to give thanks for the many blessings 
we enjoy. But this year, American fam- 
iles gathering around the Thanks- 
giving table are burdened with serious 
worries: Are we going to lose our 
home? Can we afford to retire when our 
savings have been wiped out? Will we 
have to choose between sending our 
children to college and paying our 
medical bills? 

One of the greatest hardships mil- 
lions of Americans are facing is the 
loss of their jobs. The current job mar- 
ket is the worst in the past quarter 
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century. Over 1 million people have 
lost their jobs this year—half a million 
in September and October alone. Last 
week, more workers filed for unem- 
ployment benefits than at any time 
since the tragedy of September 11, 2001. 
Economists predict the unemployment 
rate will continue to climb from its 
current 14-year high of 6.5 percent to 
well over 8 percent in the coming year. 

Earlier this year, Congress approved 
additional unemployment benefits for 
workers. That was an important step, 
but families need additional support. 
Unemployment benefits have expired 
for many workers, and finding a new 
job is far more difficult as the reces- 
sion deepens. More than 2 million 
Americans have been unable to find 
work for more than 6 months. If Con- 
gress fails to extend benefits again this 
year, nearly 1.2 million Americans will 
have exhausted their benefits by the 
end of the year. 

That’s why this legislation is so es- 
sential. It provides 7 additional weeks 
of unemployment assistance to work- 
ers whose benefits have expired, and an 
additional 13 weeks for jobless workers 
in high-unemployment states. This bill 
has already passed the House over- 
whelmingly, with strong bipartisan 
support. By acting today, we will de- 
liver immediate aid to many of the 
neediest Americans who are unable to 
find work. 

Not only does the extension of unem- 
ployment benefits provide a lifeline for 
struggling families, it also serves as a 
needed and immediate stimulus for the 
economy—each dollar of unemploy- 
ment benefits generates $1.64 in eco- 
nomic growth. I urge my colleagues to 
join me in supporting this critical ex- 
tension of unemployment assistance. 

Providing these additional unem- 
ployment benefits, however, is not the 
only step we must take to help work- 
ing families meet the tough challenges 
that lie ahead. Jumpstarting our econ- 
omy and restoring American prosperity 
will take bolder vision and more deci- 
sive action. We need to create good 
jobs for the millions of Americans who 
want to work. That means investing in 
our workers, investing in our infra- 
structure, and investing in technology 
for the future. It also means repairing 
the broken safety nets, so that more 
families who are being hurt by this 
downturn can get back on their feet. 

I wish we could have done more in 
this lame-duck, but at least we are 
taking an important step. I look for- 
ward to working with our new Presi- 
dent and the new Congress in January 
to meet these difficult challenges and 
to restore the vitality of our economy. 

Mr. KYL. Madam President, I sup- 
port H.R. 6867, the Unemployment 
Compensation Act of 2008. The unem- 
ployment level is high, it is increasing, 
and it is likely that this condition will 
prevail for many months. Thus, the 
need for this extension. 
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According to the Labor Department, 
claims for unemployment benefits have 
increased dramatically, last week 
reaching a 16-year high. The unemploy- 
ment rate in October was 6.5 percent; 
last year the rate averaged 4.6 percent. 
The Federal Reserve also released esti- 
mates Wednesday that project the job- 
less rate will climb to between 7.1 per- 
cent and 7.6 percent next year. 

As everyone knows, the economy has 
slowed dramatically. Retail and busi- 
ness spending has decreased. The next 
several months are projected to be a 
period of contraction. As long as the 
economy continues to struggle, the 
people of Arizona and the rest of our 
country will face difficult job pros- 
pects, given the limited number and 
types of jobs available. 

This dramatic downturn in the econ- 
omy and surge in unemployment con- 
vinced me to support this extension of 
unemployment coverage. But this step 
simply treats a symptom of the bad 
economy; it is not a solution. We must 
try to take steps to improve the econ- 
omy and, thus, create new jobs. As I 
have said in the past, I do not believe 
an extension or expansion of Federal 
unemployment benefits stimulates the 
economy. In fact, most economists be- 
lieve that continual, temporary exten- 
sion of unemployment benefits has lit- 
tle effect on the economy, and, in some 
circumstances, actually lengthens the 
time individuals remain unemployed 
because of the incentive to remain on 
unemployment insurance. 

Accordingly, I support this extension 
with a steadfast commitment to work 
to pass pro-growth measures that will 
actually help the economy recover and 
create new jobs. In the long run, people 
would rather have a job than have to 
take unemployment insurance; and, at 
some point, it will have to end. 

What can we do immediately to help 
Americans get back to work? First, we 
must maintain existing tax rates. Dur- 
ing an economic downturn, the last 
thing Government should do is take 
more money out of the economy by in- 
creasing taxes. Everyone benefits when 
lower tax rates enable businesses and 
entrepreneurs to expand and create 
more jobs. 

When Congress returns to Wash- 
ington, its first priority should be to 
reassure taxpayers that taxes will re- 
main low by maintaining existing in- 
come-tax rates, marriage penalty re- 
lief, current rates on capital gains and 
dividend income, and relief from the 
death tax. Under existing law, the tax 
relief enacted in 2001 and 2003 will ex- 
pire after 2010. Extending current tax 
rates now would give individuals and 
small businesses the certainty they 
need to plan their family budgets and 
permit small businesses to make crit- 
ical long-term investments in our Na- 
tion’s economy that will increase job 
growth now and in the future. 

Unless the tax relief is extended, 43 
million working families with children 
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will face а $2,300 tax increase. Small 
businesses will see their taxes increase 
by an average of $4,100. The death tax 
will rebound from zero in 2010 to a 
whopping 55 percent. The tax on cap- 
ital gains will increase 33 percent, and 
the dividend tax rate will increase an 
astounding 164 percent, affecting 18 
million senior citizens who will see 
their taxes rise by an average of $2,200. 
We shouldn't be asking Americans to 
pay out more of their hard-earned 
money at а time when they need it 
most; but if Congress doesn't act, we 
will be asking exactly that. 

The current economic downturn has 
also affected the Nation’s investors, es- 
pecially seniors who rely on their in- 
vestments for their income. We need to 
continue to encourage responsible sav- 
ings and investment, and one of the 
things we should do to ensure savings 
is to allow unlimited contributions to 
retirement accounts such as 401(k)s 
and IRAs. We should also raise the age 
at which holders of tax-deferred retire- 
ment savings accounts must begin 
making minimum required annual 
withdrawals. I believe that Congress 
will likely suspend the mandatory 
withdrawal rules for one year. While 
that is a positive step, a more perma- 
nent measure would provide certainty 
to seniors. 

The United States also needs to im- 
prove its competitiveness. We need to 
encourage trade between our country 
and others, and we need to enact, as 
soon as possible, the Colombia, Pan- 
ama, and South Korea free trade agree- 
ments. We also need to stop taxing 
overseas corporate income and de- 
crease our corporate tax rate—let’s not 
provide additional reasons for valuable 
companies here in the U.S. to move all 
their operations overseas. 

The United States has the second 
highest corporate tax rate in the world. 
We can make the United States more 
attractive to foreign investment by re- 
ducing our own corporate tax rate, per- 
haps from its current rate of 35 percent 
to 25 percent. 

I will vote for the unemployment ex- 
tension today. But I am also calling on 
the President-elect and Congress to 
quickly pass measures that will actu- 
ally help the economy to maintain and 
create jobs. I look forward to working 
with my colleagues toward such an end 
in the coming weeks. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, pass- 
ing an unemployment insurance exten- 
sion today is urgent. More than a mil- 
lion people have lost their jobs this 
year alone, and there are 10.1 million 
unemployed individuals. We must en- 
sure that these individuals who have 
lost jobs and are looking for work, dur- 
ing a time when industries are cutting 
jobs and the price of food and other ne- 
cessities is rising, are not also strug- 
gling to put food on their table, pay 
their utility bills, and provide shelter 
for their families. 
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During economic downturns in the 
past, we have always provided longer 
periods of unemployment benefits. The 
bill that I hope we pass today will pro- 
vide a much needed unemployment in- 
surance extension. This extension 
would ensure that out of work Ameri- 
cans in high unemployment States like 
Michigan will receive an additional 20 
weeks of insurance, for a total of up to 
59 weeks. 

In October, Michigan’s unemploy- 
ment rate increased from 8.7 percent to 
9.3 percent, the highest unemployment 
rate since July 1992. The Nation’s un- 
employment rate also increased to 6.5 
percent. These are very hard economic 
times. Unemployment rates are rising 
dramatically, and since January 2001 
we have lost 3.7 million manufacturing 
jobs nationally and more than 250,000 
manufacturing jobs in Michigan. There 
are currently 429,000 unemployed peo- 
ple in Michigan. Between August 2007 
and July 2008, the long-term unem- 
ployed—those who have been unem- 
ployed and looking for a job for 27 
weeks or more—comprise about 27 per- 
cent of the total unemployed in Michi- 
gan. This is approximately, 100,000 un- 
employed persons. 

The numbers of unemployed are ris- 

ing all over the country. We must do 
something now to protect American 
workers and their families. 
e Mrs. LINCOLN. Madam President, I 
regret that I will be unable to be 
present for today’s vote on the Unem- 
ployment Compensation Extension 
Act, H.R. 6867, due to a hunger aware- 
ness event previously scheduled in Ar- 
kansas. If I were present for the vote, I 
would vote to support this important 
piece of legislation as I did in June 
when the Senate passed a 18-week un- 
employment insurance extension as 
part of the Supplemental Appropria- 
tions Act of 2008, Public Law 110-252.¢ 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the question is on 
third reading and passage of the bill. 

The bill (H.R. 6867) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 


— Re 


ADVANCING AMERICA’S PRIOR- 
ITIES ACT—MOTION ТО PRO- 
CEED—Resumed 


Mr. REID. Madam President, I now 
move to proceed to Calendar No. 894, S. 
3297. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo- 
tion is now pending. 


a 


MORNING BUSINESS 


Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that we now pro- 
ceed to a period of morning business 
with Senators permitted to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Oregon is recog- 
nized. 


24305 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


GORDON SMITH 
Mr. WYDEN. Madam President, at 
this moment, exactly 18 years ago, I 
was locked in the toughest political 
battle of my life against GORDON H. 
SMITH. I went on to narrowly win that 
race and continue to hold that Senate 
seat today. But GORDON SMITH dusted 
himself off only a few months later and 
took on yet another very tough battle, 
and that time he won the Senate seat 
that had been held for 30 years by our 
remarkable Senator Mark Hatfield. 

At that point, Oregonians did not 
know what to make of their Senate 
delegation. They had two Senators, 
myself and Senator SMITH, who were 
replacing Bob Packwood and Mark 
Hatfield. Those two individuals were 
the chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee and the chairman of the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. And, of 
course, the old story was that Bob 
Packwood got to raise all of the money 
because he was chairman of the Fi- 
nance Committee, and Mark Hatfield 
got to spend it all because he was 
chairman of the Appropriations Com- 
mittee. 

Of course, I was very much concerned 
about what was ahead because I 
thought it was very possibly going to 
be à long and uncomfortable 6 years 
serving with the fellow with whom I 
had just duked it out over many 
months of a political campaign that, as 
the two of us like to say, was not ex- 
actly for the faint hearted. 

One of the great surprises of my ca- 
reer came, however, when I discovered 
that my new colleague, GORDON SMITH, 
was as thoughtful and kind and decent 
outside the political arena as he was 
tough and competitive inside the polit- 
ical arena. It was that charm and that 
decency and his desire to meet me half- 
way on Oregon's interests that got me 
closer to GORDON over the years and led 
to an unusually strong working rela- 
tionship and what became a strong and 
genuine friendship. 

GORDON lost а very tough reelection 
race a few weeks ago in а State that 
has changed rapidly from what was a 
very small Democratic voter edge, 
back when we ran against each other in 
1996, to what has become a significant 
Democratic voter edge in 2008. GORDON 
and his skillful campaign team battled 
hard and tough as they always have. 
They did everything they could to 
withstand a formidable political tide 
and a very strong Democratic chal- 
lenger, a challenger whom I support. 
So it is with mixed and conflicting 
emotions that I come today to pay 
tribute to my colleague and my friend 
of 12 years, GORDON H. SMITH. 

GORDON and I have had plenty of po- 
litical differences, enough differences, 
differences that we knew would be the 
case, that made us say from our very 
first meeting, when GORDON won that 
race to replace Mark Hatfield, that we 
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would be supporting each other's oppo- 
nents in years ahead. 

Political campaigns are important, 
and each of us was called upon to sepa- 
rate our friendship from our beliefs 
every 2 years. Yet I will say this after- 
noon that I have come to genuinely 
loathe much of what has become of the 
political process in our country. The 
relentless and omnipresent negative 
ads obscure and distort to the point 
that it can be difficult for the typical 
citizen to maintain anything resem- 
bling a healthy perspective on fun- 
damentally good and decent individ- 
uals who seek public office. 

Thankfully, the negative ads are now 
off the air, and I want to make sure Or- 
egonians once again remember the 
GORDON SMITH I have known for 12 
years. GORDON has been a good and de- 
cent and selfless public servant. 

The fact is, GORDON SMITH did not 
need to serve another term in the Sen- 
ate. He and his wife Sharon have built 
a strong and prosperous business, and 
they could have done countless things 
with their time that would have been 
more glamorous and certainly pro- 
duced less strain and wear and tear on 
their personal lives. But GORDON ran 
because of his belief in the role that he 
believed he could play in shaping our 
country’s future. That, in my view, is 
the essence of being a good public serv- 
ant. No one in this body or in the State 
of Oregon ought to lose sight of the ex- 
traordinary sacrifices that GORDON and 
his wife Sharon have made over the 
course of almost two decades of public 
service. 

Among GORDON’s many personal tri- 
umphs in the Senate, I would like to 
highlight two that are especially im- 
portant to our State, to our country, 
and to me personally. I wanted to re- 
mind my colleagues and the people of 
our country of the very difficult deci- 
sions made by GORDON and Sharon to 
share with the public and the Congress 
their heartrending struggle on behalf 
of their son, Garrett. They did this 
selflessly to further the cause of men- 
tal health treatment, and particularly 
the cause of mental health parity. 

If not for GORDON’s courage in shar- 
ing their family’s story, I believe Con- 
gress might not have acted on mental 
health parity this past fall, and thou- 
sands of parents might never know 
that they are not alone in their dif- 
ficult struggle. 

There were other critical tasks that 
GORDON shouldered and one that I was 
especially appreciative for his leader- 
ship on, and that was being the voice 
for rural folks, for people whose way of 
life and quality of life is connected to 
natural resources that are bountiful in 
our State. 

GORDON spoke for the farmer, and he 
spoke for the rancher. He spoke for the 
logger, for the mill worker, and the 
miner. He spoke for the rural commu- 
nities they live in, communities that 
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struggle to retain a voice in increas- 
ingly urban America. 

It was written fairly frequently in 
Oregon’s papers, and was in the New 
York Times at one point, that there 
was something in the State of Oregon 
that people came to say was the Sen- 
ate’s odd couple. In fact, I think the 
headline in the New York Times when 
they talked about us was wildly infla- 
tionary, and GORDON and I came to 
laugh about it. I think the headline 
was, ‘“‘Oregon’s Odd Couple Makes It 
Work." It was essentially all about 
how there were two Senators from Or- 
egon; one of them was a Mormon fel- 
low. He was а Republican. He was from 
somewhere called Pendleton. GORDON 
and I were never convinced that folks 
in the New York Times knew exactly 
where Pendleton was, but that is how 
GORDON was described. 

Then they said, the other Senator 
was a Jewish guy, and he was from 
Portland and he was a legal aide law- 
yer for the senior citizens, and he was 
an activist with the Gray Panthers. 
What in the world would these two peo- 
ple ever have in common? 

Well, I want people to know that 
gentle spirit, that Mormon from wheat 
and pea country taught this Jewish fel- 
low from the city an awful lot about 
the too often forgotten voices, particu- 
larly those in our rural communities. 

In his absence, I will do everything I 
can to remind colleagues, particularly 
Democratic colleagues on my side of 
the aisle, of the challenges faced in 
rural communities, of the people and 
the issues that GORDON H. SMITH cham- 
pioned every single day in the Senate. 
I wish GORDON and Sharon well in 
whatever their future endeavors are. I 
have already made it clear they will al- 
ways have my friendship and assist- 
ance in any project they pursue in the 
days ahead. But most importantly, I 
come to the floor and thank GORDON 
for his personal friendship to me and 
his service to our State. I ask my col- 
leagues here and the people of our 
home State to voice their thanks today 
to two very special people, Sharon and 
GORDON H. SMITH. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, I 
have listened to the eloquent com- 
ments of the Senator from Oregon, Mr. 
WYDEN. I had planned to insert а state- 
ment in the RECORD complementing 
Senator GORDON SMITH on his tenure, 
but I would like to add my voice of 
laudatory comments at the conclusion 
of the statement of Senator WYDEN. I 
agree with him that Senator GORDON 
SMITH has made an enormous contribu- 
tion to the Senate in his two terms, 
and he will be sorely missed. He is a 
member of а small band of moderates 
on this side of the aisle. I suggest that 
GORDON SMITH’s brand of Repub- 
licanism is very much in need in this 
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body. Very frequently, Members on the 
Democratic side of the aisle seek co- 
sponsors. I have been told on a number 
of occasions that the ‘‘pickins are 
slim." GORDON’s absence will make it 
more difficult. 

GORDON SMITH has been outspoken on 
many of the very important causes 
which require bipartisanship. He was 
one of the few on this side of the aisle 
to sponsor legislation to fight hate 
crimes, for example. At the outset, sup- 
port for Federal funding for embryonic 
stem cell research was limited. GORDON 
SMITH was at the forefront of that ef- 
fort, as I was. GORDON SMITH made a 
very eloquent speech from his chair a 
few rows behind me on the Iraq war. He 
was moved one day to come over and 
spoke from the heart, something which 
happens relatively infrequently in this 
Chamber. Sometimes people in this 
Chamber speak from the head. Even 
that has its limited aspects, if we take 
a close look at the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. But GORDON SMITH was a big 
plus here. 

I would like to associate myself with 
the remarks of Senator WYDEN. I know 
GORDON is a young, vigorous man. He 
has a bright future ahead of him. I 
think he will live to fight another day 
on the political wars. Some of us have 
had an election loss or two. It is a 
learning experience, not one I rec- 
ommend, but there are ways to move 
forward. That can be a lesson which 
could stand anyone in good stead. I am 
sure Senator GORDON SMITH has a great 
future ahead of him. 

JOHN SUNUNU 

Madam President, I also wish to pay 
tribute to my friend Senator JOHN 
SUNUNU for his service to the country 
and his contributions to the U.S. Sen- 
ate. Senator SUNUNU’s departure from 
the Senate will be a great loss to this 
body, as well as to the state of New 
Hampshire. 

I have known Senator SUNUNU since 
he joined the Senate in 2002. I have al- 
ways found him to be an intelligent, 
engaged, and capable legislator who 
cares deeply for the well-being of his 
constituents and doing what is right 
for the Nation, regardless of the polit- 
ical cost. 

Senator SUNUNU followed his father 
and mother into public service, when 
he ran for public office in 1996 and won 
the election in New Hampshire’s First 
Congressional District. JOHN served 
three terms in the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives where he quickly estab- 
lished a reputation as an innovative 
legislator. JOHN effectively applied his 
extensive background in science, engi- 
neering, and small business during his 
six years in the House of Representa- 
tives where he rose to become vice- 
chairman of the Budget Committee and 
took a leading role in shaping our Na- 
tion’s annual budget priorities. 

In 2002, JOHN joined the Senate after 
defeating both an incumbent Senator 
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and an incumbent Governor to become 
the youngest Member of the United 
States Senate. I have admired JOHN'S 
work on his committees: the Finance 
Committee, the Commerce Committee, 
and the Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernment Affairs Committee. On these 
committees, SUNUNU played а major 
role on the lobbying reform legislation, 
and he got the Bush Administration to 
make some crucial changes in the Pa- 
triot Act before he voted to reauthorize 
it. 

SUNUNU has also gained а reputation 
аз а well respected fiscal conservative. 

On а personal note, Senator SUNUNU 
has been à very good friend to me. 
When I underwent chemotherapy for 
Hodgkin's disease and lost my hair, 
Senator SUNUNU showed up one day on 
the Senate floor with à shaved head. He 
said that he had shaved his head in a 
sign of solidarity for what I was going 
through. 

I wish JOHN, his wife Kitty, and his 
three lovely children the best of luck 
as they move forward. I have no doubt 
that Senator SUNUNU has a bright fu- 
ture and will continue to make impor- 
tant contributions to New Hampshire 
and the entire Nation. 

ELIZABETH DOLE 

Senator ELIZABETH DOLE is a col- 
league leaving the U.S. Senate not in 
defeat but in the wake of a career dedi- 
cated to public service and an unwaver- 
ing commitment to her country. She 
has had an illustrious career as а two- 
time cabinet member, President of Red 
Cross, and U.S. Senator. ELIZABETH is a 
model for all young women considering 
a career in government, for in times 
when the ceiling had but few cracks 
she bore through the naysayers and 
showed a woman belongs in the Na- 
tion’s highest positions. 

After graduating from Harvard Law 
as one of just 29 woman in a class of 
550, “Liddy” went to work in the White 
House Office of Consumer Affairs where 
she worked under both President John- 
son and Nixon. Pledging her allegiance 
to her job and duty to the country, 
Senator DOLE opted to switch parties 
in order to continue her stay in the 
White House. After a stint on the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission, President 
Reagan appointed ELIZABETH Secretary 
of Transportation in 1983. She served 
valiantly in that position for 4% years, 
proving her skill at managing a Fed- 
eral Department, and became the Sec- 
retary of Labor under President George 
H.W. Bush. With this position, ELIZA- 
BETH became the first woman to hold 
two different cabinet positions under 
two different administrations. 

In 1991 ELIZABETH accepted a dif- 
ferent challenge becoming the Presi- 
dent of the American Red Cross, dedi- 
cating her time to building an institu- 
tion whose impassioned mission is to 
aid our Nation’s citizens who are in 
need of emergency assistance. During 
her tenure with the Red Cross, ELIZA- 
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BETH took a brief hiatus to stand by 
her husband, Senator Bob Dole, as he 
represented our party as the nominee 
for President in 1996. After a hard- 
fought race ELIZABETH began looking 
into the idea of running for our Na- 
tion’s highest office on her own right. 
This came to fruition in 1999 as she 
again led the way for women and be- 
came the first official female candidate 
for President. She exhibited toughness 
and political tact in a race that history 
had not been very welcoming to 
women. 

In 2001 ELIZABETH’s path to the U.S. 
Senate took her through her birth 
home of Salisbury, NC. Using her full 
career serving our Nation as a founda- 
tion, ELIZABETH won her seat to the 
U.S. Senate and immediately made her 
presence known. Spending her time on 
the Armed Services, Banking, Small 
Business and Aging committees, ELIZA- 
BETH worked for North Carolinians 
with the same passion and dedication 
she possessed throughout her career. 
Her achievements were many, but to 
name a few she successfully opposed 
potential closings of U.S. military 
bases, protected delicate wetlands and 
woodlands in northeastern North Caro- 
lina from ruination from an ill-advised 
Navy landing strip proposal, and also 
served as the chairwoman of the Na- 
tional Republican Senatorial Com- 
mittee for the 2004 election cycle. 

I wish to thank ELIZABETH for her 
service, friendship, and for being there 
for my dear friend Bob throughout the 
years. Senator DOLE, your contribu- 
tions to this chamber and our Nation 
will forever be remembered. 

I yield the floor. 

TED STEVENS 

Madam President, the departure of 
the senior Senator from Alaska will 
surely deprive the Senate of an exem- 
plary leader who has made a profound 
effect on this body. Being the longest 
serving Republican in Senate history, 
Senator STEVENS has made countless 
contributions to this body. His achieve- 
ments include serving as the chairman 
of the Defense Appropriations Sub- 
committee, former chairman of the full 
Appropriations Committee, and Presi- 
dent Pro Tempore. 

TED’s temper is generally misunder- 
stood except by those who know him 
best. He doesn’t lose it, but he does use 
it—and effectively. However, it is true 
that on occasion he makes Vesuvius 
look mild. I recollect one all-night ses- 
sion during Senator Howard Baker’s 
tenure as majority leader when TED ex- 
pressed himself in an unusually em- 
phatic way. As I recall it, the debate 
arose over Senator Proxmire’s com- 
ments about submitting vouchers for 
travel expense in Wisconsin on his con- 
tention that Washington, DC, was his 
home base. That prompted a reaction 
from TED, who was aghast at the 
thought of Washington, DC, being any 
Senator's home when he had the majes- 
tic Alaska to claim as his home. 
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Senator STEVENS’ service during 
WWII in the U.S. Army Air Corps has 
given him a special understanding of 
defense matters. He is a distinguished 
veteran of the U.S. Army Air Corps, 
having flown support missions for the 
Flying Tigers of the 14th Air Force 
during World War II, for which he was 
awarded numerous medals, including 
the Distinguished Flying Cross. Upon 
his arrival in the U.S. Senate in 1968 it 
became evident TED would become a 
leader on military and defense issues. 
His hard work as the chairman of the 
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee 
earned him high praise from President 
Bush for his management of $87 billion 
supplemental appropriations bill in 
2003. 

Recently, Senator STEVENS has found 
himself in the midst of the debate on 
energy policy and finding innovative 
approaches to our dependency on oil. 
He labored intensely over these mat- 
ters which he believed so strongly to be 
best not only for the country in par- 
ticular but especially for Alaska. TED’s 
work ethic and tenacity always made 
this Chamber a better place. His pas- 
sion for serving his State and country 
will forever be remembered. Thank 
you, TED, for everything you have done 
for the United States and Alaska. 


ee ———_ 


AUTO INDUSTRY BAILOUT 


Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, 
earlier today, Senators LEVIN, BOND, 
VOINOVICH, STABENOW, BROWN, and I an- 
nounced a legislative proposal to deal 
with the crisis being faced by the auto- 
mobile manufacturers. For а pro- 
tracted period of time, Congress has 
wrestled with this issue. There have 
been many conflicting points of view as 
to what ought to be done. There has 
been little public sympathy for the 
plight of the auto manufacturers be- 
cause they have been on notice for a 
long while of the need to reorganize 
and to approach the manufacture of 
automobiles differently in order to 
compete with foreign cars. There have 
been repeated efforts in the Congress to 
impose mileage standards. Finally, 
that was done last year. Now, with the 
severe economic problems facing the 
country, the automobile manufacturers 
find themselves in dire straits. The 
chief executive officers of General Mo- 
tors, Chrysler, and Ford have been on 
Capitol Hill with very gloomy pre- 
dictions as to the future of their com- 
panies if they do not get economic aid. 

It is a difficult matter to provide eco- 
nomic aid to all those who are in need. 
It is true the Federal Government has 
provided economic assistance to Bear 
Sterns and AIG, turned them down 
with Lehman Brothers. We are well 
aware of the fact that there could be 
very serious repercussions for the econ- 
omy as a whole if the auto manufactur- 
ers fail. There has been considerable 
talk that they could go into a reorga- 
nization and bankruptcy and could 
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emerge. That may well be true. But 
that could be risky as to what would 
happen. 

The Congress authorized some $700 
billion to assist on an economic recov- 
ery. That legislation has not been 
warmly received by the American peo- 
ple. During the month of October, I 
traveled broadly in Pennsylvania and 
found very strong public sentiment in 
opposition. The Congress acted in the 
face of having our backs to the wall or 
a gun at our heads or any other meta- 
phor of a critical nature that one 
would choose. 

On September 29, the House of Rep- 
resentatives failed to pass an economic 
recovery program. Senators were noti- 
fied to be in the Chamber at 7:30 on 
Wednesday evening to vote. Regret- 
tably, that legislative process did not 
follow regular order. It started off with 
а bill with papers from the Treasury 
Department. It wasn't a bill. It was a 4- 
page memorandum, later expanded to 
more than 100 pages, ultimately to 
more than 400 pages. But when regular 
order is not followed, the consequence 
is likely to be not so good. Regular 
order requires a bill that one can read 
and study. It requires hearings before à 
committee where people are  pro- 
ponents and opponents. There is exam- 
ination and cross-examination to get 
at the facts. Then the committee—in 
this case, the Banking Committee— 
would sit down and have what is called 
a markup to go through the bill line by 
line. 

I explain this in some detail so there 
might be some understanding, if any- 
body is listening on C-SPAN this after- 
noon. Certainly, the Chamber is cus- 
tomarily barren, as is frequently the 
case. Senators are busy with other 
matters. Then after the markup, the 
committee files a report. Then it 
comes to the floor. There is debate, dis- 
cussion, amendments. Then the Senate 
works its will. On the House side across 
the Rotunda, down the hall, the House 
of Representatives goes through a simi- 
lar process. Then representatives of the 
two bodies meet for a conference. Then 
that is presented to the President. So 
there is а great deal of refining. 

That didn’t happen with the $700 bil- 
lion economic aid proposal. It turned 
out there was a lot of pork in the final 
draft that no one had а chance to 
Strike, to offer amendments. It was em- 
barrassing to have to defend that kind 
of à bill as I traveled my State in Octo- 
ber to explain it. So there is great 
Skepticism, fairly stated, among the 
American people as to the wisdom of 
the Congress in putting up $700 billion. 

Now, with the automakers coming in 
asking for economic aid, the question 
arises, who next? Last Friday, I wrote 
to our leaders urging that we not rush 
to judgment. I made a similar request, 
made an extensive floor statement ear- 
lier this week on Monday. That letter 
and others are in the RECORD, and I 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


will not encumber the RECORD further 
because they are available for anyone 
who cares to look at them. 

Secretary of the 'Treasury Paulson 
has been unwilling to use the $700 bil- 
lion to assist the automakers. He may 
be right about that or he may be wrong 
about that. But that is the position the 
Treasury Department has taken, say- 
ing that money is for the economy gen- 
erally. 

'Then the idea has been proposed—and 
has been embodied in what Senators 
LEVIN, STABENOW, VOINOVICH, BOND, 
BROWN, and I announced earlier 
today—to use funds up to $25 billion 
from the 2007 appropriations which had 
been designated to meet the mileage 
requirements but not a blank check. 
Before any of those funds could be uti- 
lized at the direction of the Secretary 
of Commerce, there would have to be a 
plan. There would have to be а factual 
statement as to what the condition of 
the automobile manufacturers is, what 
would be done with the additional 
funds, what would be undertaken to 
guarantee that the moneys would not 
be used for increased executive pay or 
corporate jets or golden parachutes. 
There would have to be some hard, con- 
crete facts laid out. 

Last Friday, as I put in the RECORD 
this week, I wrote a letter to the chief 
executive officers of the three compa- 
nies. I got no response from General 
Motors. I got no response from Ford. 
Frankly, I’m a little surprised that 
when an inquiry is made in that con- 
text, there is not an effort to respond, 
not to reach out but to respond. But 
executives from Chrysler came to see 
me, and I raised the questions as to 
what their condition was, how much 
cash they had on hand, how much cash 
they needed, what they would do with 
an infusion of economic aid, and what 
were the prospects for а recovery. 

That matter has now been put over 
by the leaders until December 8. So we 
now have 2 weeks, next week and the 
week after. Presumably, on the week of 
December 1, there will be hearings. The 
automobile manufacturers are going to 
have а fairly heavy burden of dem- 
onstrating that there is à plan which 
will be viable, which would have a real- 
istic likelihood of success. 

I understand the concern of the envi- 
ronmentalists. My record for environ- 
mental protection is very strong. But 
those in the environmental community 
have raised the concern that the $25 
bilion ought not to be directed away 
from changes on gas mileage. We are 
talking about а bridge loan. The con- 
cern is, if action is not taken now be- 
fore а new administration, that there 
could be а disastrous result. As Sen- 
ator VOINOVICH pointed out, the reces- 
Sion or economic problems could be 
even more serious. The expression he 
used, which I think is not inappro- 
priate, it could go over the cliff. No- 
body knows. But that is à risk, if we 
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are going to wait until January 20. It 
may even be а risk in waiting until 
mid-December, but that is the course 
which we are on now. Of course, Sec- 
retary Paulson has the discretion, as 
he has conceded, to act with the funds 
which are now available. But in any 
event, I believe the legislation which 
was announced today by the six Sen- 
ators,—three Democrats, three Repub- 
licans, on a bipartisan basis—is a use- 
ful approach for the future. This is 
very important. This is not an extra 
appropriation. We are not putting up 
more money. It is a different use of 
moneys already put up. The environ- 
mental issues could be safeguarded 
after January 20. With the Democrats 
in control of both Houses and the 
White House, they could write their 
own ticket to replenish that fund, if 
they choose to do so. But at least we 
are on a course now in the reasonably 
near future to provide a legislative ap- 
proach if—and it is a big ‘‘if’’—the auto 
manufacturers can come forward with 
a hard statement of facts as to where 
they are, a hard statement of facts of 
what they could do with these funds to 
show their viability. 

So we will await those hearings, and 
we will await what they do. But I 
would emphasize they will have to per- 
suade the Congress to vote for the plan. 
But in order to persuade the Congress, 
they are going to have to persuade the 
American people over the course of the 
next 2 weeks with something a lot 
more specific than they came to town 
with over the course of the past several 
days and a lot more responsive than 
two of the companies not even respond- 
ing to my request for a statement as to 
their case, as to how they propose to 
remain viable with the economic aid. 

I thank the Chair, and, in the ab- 
sence of any other Senator on the 


floor, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 


clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Virginia is recognized. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


GORDON SMITH 

Mr. WARNER. Madam President, 
today may mark the last day of this 
session, although I shall not try to 
make that prediction. However, I 
would not want this day to pass with- 
out availing myself of the opportunity 
and the privilege to come to this floor 
and say a few words on behalf of the 
very dear and valued friends whom I 
have served with in this Chamber as 
they depart and go on the road of life 
to, I expect, in each case great chal- 
lenges. 
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GORDON SMITH and I have become 
friends for ever so many reasons. One, 
we both love the outdoors. He and his 
devoted wife Sharon and my wife, we 
have all been close friends through 
these years. As I look back, I will al- 
ways remember GORDON. I remember 
when I was chairman of the Armed 
Services Committee and entrusted with 
the extraordinary  responsibilities— 
along with other committee members, 
as well as, indeed, every Member of 
this Chamber—entrusted with those de- 
cisions relating to this Nation's Armed 
Forces who were fighting so valiantly 
then, today, and for the foreseeable fu- 
ture—I hope the short future—in Iraq. 


GORDON and I had many very quiet 
and private conversations about his 
deep concerns and convictions. His con- 
victions emanated from the depths of 
his heart. Politics played no role in his 
approach to the conflict in Iraq. He was 
gravely concerned about the loss of life 
and limb, the image of this Nation, 
and, indeed, the families of the loved 
ones who are fighting in that conflict. 
So I say: GORDON, we had our dif- 
ferences, but I respected your stance. I 
can see him standing back there as 
erect as he always was, standing and 
voting against me and voting against 
others, but again, drawing on his own 
deeply held personal convictions. Time 
will tell and history will tell if I was 
right or if I was wrong, but I found his 
counsel, his willingness to listen, his 
willingness to share with me his most 
inner thoughts about that conflict a 
very valuable asset as I and others in 
leadership positions carried the heavy 
burden of that conflict. So I am grate- 
ful to him. He is a very sensitive man, 
and he showed that sensitivity every so 
often as he plunged into the complex 
issues with regard to health care, the 
almost insoluble problems—problems 
that he recognized have to be solved, 
particularly so that people of lesser 
means can achieve a measure of health 
care equivalent to those who have the 
means can receive for themselves. It is 
a hallmark of how this man proudly 
walked his way through life, with a 
loving wife by his side and the family 
whom he loves so dearly, and always 
thinking about those who perhaps have 
not had the opportunities that he and I 
and others have had, particularly as it 
relates to health care. 


He also loves the outdoors. A great 
golfer, we played together from time to 
time. His skill is far superior to mine 
in every way. He is a lover of art. We 
shared our interest in paintings, par- 
ticularly paintings that had come from 
Scotland. To have had the friendship of 
GORDON SMITH is to have shared the life 
of a wonderful human being, and I 
thank GORDON for all that he has done 
for me and for this great Nation, and 
for his beloved State. I wish him well 
in his next venture, and I look forward 
to meeting him along the way. 
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ELIZABETH DOLE 

I have known her for quite a few 
years. We had a wonderful evening last 
night where the leadership of the Re- 
publican Party—indeed, almost all of 
the Members of the Republican cau- 
cus—came to say not farewell, but to 
listen to the words of those of us who 
are moving on and will not be a part of 
the next Congress. ELIZABETH got up, 
and she is such a very forceful speaker. 
She truly speaks from the heart. She 
has a remarkable memory. She re- 
called how when both of us were bach- 
elor and spinster, we danced together. 
My lovely wife, who is a dear friend of 
hers, kind of looked at me and I winked 
and said, She was the best. It is just 
one of her marvelous traits. Talk about 
glass ceilings: She shattered her share. 
She has taken on many challenges in 
the private and public sector, some of 
which only men have ever had, and per- 
formed her duties with great distinc- 
tion, and always with a quiet sense of 
what we call southern humility. She is 
very proud of her roots and her family. 
How often she has referred to her 
mother. 

She is a Phi Beta Kappa from Duke 
University and went on to Harvard for 
a master’s degree and a law degree. 
Secretary of Transportation, Secretary 
of Labor. Few women have had that 
much stamina, conviction, self-con- 
fidence to achieve those goals; and 
then, of course, to have become a U.S. 
Senator. That was a special challenge 
because she was fortunate to have as a 
husband Robert Dole, the Republican 
leader of the U.S. Senate, if I can say 
with a deep sense of humility, one of 
the best friends I ever had in this insti- 
tution. 

I remember talking to him one time, 
of course, concerning the events of that 
particular period, and I said he ought 
to think about running for leader of 
the Senate. Oh, no, no. No, I don’t 
think they will ever elect me. Well, 
this conversation went on for some pe- 
riod of weeks, months, it may have 
been, I don’t recall. Finally, I said: I 
have so much faith that you can win 
that election that I would be happy to 
appoint myself as one of your man- 
agers of the campaign to get it. So I 
took that, along with several other 
very fine colleagues, both of whom 
moved on years ago from this Chamber. 
And he won. He was amazed that he 
had won. I wasn’t. I always recognized 
the leadership in him. He did a wonder- 
ful job as our Republican leader. His 
portrait proudly hangs right here in 
the corridor off of our Chamber. I never 
walk by that I don’t just quietly give 
him a hand salute, because I was a part 
of the World War II generation, but a 
very small part, serving only in the 
final year of the war and always in a 
training command, ready as a 17-, 18- 
year-old kid to become a replacement 
for those serving abroad. Bob Dole was 
truly one of those who earned the acco- 
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lade of the ‘‘greatest generation." He 
fought in Europe. He was a young lieu- 
tenant and in leading his men in the 
toughest of battles in Italy, he received 
what for others I think would have 
been mortal and fatal wounds. 

Because he had such an internal 
strength and constitution, he survived 
those wounds and came on to have а 
distinguished career. As I look back on 
his Senate days—and they pass so 
quickly, as did my 30 years—I remem- 
ber taking trips with him. We went to 
Russia together, which was the Soviet 
Union at that time. He was а staunch 
believer that one day Russia would be- 
come just Russia once again and those 
people would have some measure of à 
voice in their Government. That did 
come to pass, and that was an extraor- 
dinary trip. 

What I best remember is the time of 
the D-day anniversary. He was asked to 
Speak in Italy, where he had fought. 
And then, together, we traveled to the 
Normandy beaches to join the Presi- 
dent and others. In the course of that 
trip, we went back to the very ground 
on which he was wounded. He walked 
over to the stone wall that is still 
there—he remembers it ever so well— 
where he dragged his badly wounded 
body to give him à measure of protec- 
tion until help could come, after which 
he began that very long, arduous, chal- 
lenging period of his life. It took years 
to rebuild that body, but the mind was 
always there fully intact. But he would 
once again have an important role 
Serving America as а public servant in 
the Senate. 

I don't know of а husband and wife 
team who any admire with а greater 
level of affection than we do Bob and 
ELIZABETH Dole. So I wish them both 
very well. She was on our Armed Serv- 
ices Committee. She was a strong advo- 
cate for the men and women in the 
Armed Forces. She had a place in her 
heart for all who served at Fort Bragg 
and the Marines’ Camp Lejeune, and 
Pope Air Force Base. But that is fur- 
ther evidence of the deep affection she 
has for her husband Bob. 

JOHN SUNUNU 

Lastly, I turn to JOHN SUNUNU. I con- 
fess not to have known him very well. 
I had met him when he came from the 
House of Representatives to the Sen- 
ate. I suppose all of us who have been 
here for a period of time, having been 
given that marvelous accolade of an 
old bull, presume we can judge others 
quickly. I saw in JOHN SUNUNU à man 
who would take charge from the day he 
came, and that he did. From the very 
moment he walked on the floor of the 
Senate, he was possessed of his own 
self-confidence, his own driving, almost 
а fierce desire to be à leader—a leader 
in the sense of advocating as a true 
fighter, advocating for those issues in 
which he had a belief in the principles 
that were dear to his heart. 

The field of economics is quite a 
challenge, and with little provocation 
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he would give you a tutorial on the 
most complex issues as they relate to 
economics. Indeed, in the weeks before 
the election, as this body was coming 
to a close and we voted on such meas- 
ures as the rescue package and so 
forth, he frequently stood. When he 
spoke, our caucus and those around 
him listened very carefully. I mention 
this because he exhibited real academic 
strength at both MIT and Harvard. He 
did a lot of interesting things in his 
short life before he came to the Senate, 
not the least of which was being in the 
House of Representatives. 

JOHN also had a special niche for his 
interest in education. He wanted to 
make sure people less fortunate than 
we would have an opportunity to get an 
education and that those in the system 
and struggling are given any help pos- 
sible to succeed in their own goals of 
educating themselves. He also held— 
very unusual—a special regard for the 
families of law enforcement officers, 
men or women in uniform, and particu- 
larly those families who lost a spouse 
or loved one in the line of duty. 

He is an extraordinary man, JOHN 
SUNUNU—very sensitive, very thought- 
ful, à man who loves his State, particu- 
larly the rivers of his State. He com- 
mended me for leading the charge in 
my State to remove an old dam that, 
for 80 years, blocked the migration of à 
fish from the Atlantic Ocean to the 
Blue Ridge Mountains. He was chal- 
lenged to try to remedy a similar situ- 
ation that existed in his State. I will 
miss JOHN, his wife Kitty, and his love- 
ly family. Kitty and my wife shared а 
few words on our departure last night 
from the dinner. 

I am not one who makes many pre- 
dictions, but I predict this man con- 
tinues to not walk but run down that 
road of life, one who makes those 
twists and turns, climbs those moun- 
tains, and crosses those rivers. He will 
leave his mark on many successful ven- 
tures. We will hear from this man not 
once, not twice but many times again. 
I wish him well. 

Lastly, Isimply say to my State two 
words: Thank you. I thank all those 
Virginians who have supported me 
these 30 years. It was à humble chal- 
lenge for me. I accepted it and I look 
back on it with the deepest of respect 
for the trust and confidence you gave 
me—all  Virginians—over these 80 
years. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
Sence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Michigan is recog- 
nized. 
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Mr. LEVIN. I thank the Chair. 

(The remarks of Mr. LEVIN pertaining 
to the introduction of S. 3715 are print- 
ed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘State- 
ments on Introduced Bills and Joint 
Resolutions.’’) 

Mr. LEVIN. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE). Without objection, it is 
so ordered. 


EE 


AUTHORITY TO SIGN DULY 
ENROLLED BILLS 


Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the majority 
leader be authorized to sign duly en- 
rolled bills today, November 20. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EEE 
THE ECONOMY 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, today 
there has been much discussion once 
again here on the floor of the Senate 
and certainly in the news and in var- 
ious other venues, I am sure at the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury’s office, about 
the economy and what is happening in 
this country. 

One only has to look at the stock 
market—today it moved down very 
quickly and very aggressively once 
again; it has happened many times in 
recent days. There are very serious 
problems. But it is not just the stock 
market that reflects those problems. It 
is perhaps if you were sitting in a home 
tonight or last night or last week or 
last month to hear someone come 
home from work to stay to the spouse: 
Honey, I have lost my job. And 1.2 mil- 
lion people did that in the last 10 
months, half of them in the last quar- 
ter. There were 240,000 last month who 
came home and said: I have lost my 
job. 

No, not because they are bad work- 
ers; because people are being laid off. 
This economy is in a recession. It ap- 
pears to be a very deep recession, with 
a great deal of trouble coming from a 
range of activities that went way be- 
yond the pale. 

The subprime loan scandal, an al- 
most unbelievable economy that was 
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providing substantial additional bene- 
fits and salaries and bonuses to people 
at the top of the economic ladder. It is 
almost unbelievable what has happened 
with the reckless behavior with respect 
to some of the financial firms in this 
country. The result is that the amount 
of leverage and the development of a 
house of cards built on an illusion of 
assets has caused a collapse, and it is 
affecting virtually every corner of this 
country. 

Tonight there are people who will 
ask the question: What has happened 
to my retirement account? What about 
my 401(k) account? What about my in- 
dividual retirement account? How far 
has it gone down? How much have I 
lost? What will it mean to my retire- 
ment? How much longer will I have to 
work? 

I have been on this floor plenty of 
times talking about what has caused 
all of this. If you do not think about it 
and talk about it and take steps to cor- 
rect it, it will happen again. 

The only way the American people 
will have confidence about the future is 
if they believe we are taking steps to 
correct that which caused this prob- 
lem. I have talked about the companies 
that started this mess, the brokers, the 
mortgage companies, the folks who buy 
and sell securities, the hedge funds, 
those who trade in derivatives such as 
credit default swaps. I have talked 
about all of them. All of them made 
massive amounts of money. Do you 
know the highest income earner in the 
country last year earned $3.7 billion? 
One person. That is $10 million a day. If 
the spouse said: How did it go today? 
That person had to say, pretty well, I 
made $10 million. That day and every 
day. 

That is unbelievable to me. It is an 
example of what has been happening at 
the top. Massive bonuses and salaries; 
everybody making money hand over 
fist by creating this financial house of 
cards. It collapses and injures every- 
body in this country, and a whole lot of 
folks are thrown out of work. 

The source? Subprime loans, compa- 
nies saying to people: Hey, how about a 
loan? You do not have to pay even the 
principal at all. You do not have to pay 
all of the interest. You have bad credit, 
you cannot get any credit, you have 
been bankrupt, you are a slow payer, 
you do not pay your bills, but it does 
not matter. Come to us. 

That was the advertising. Is it any 
wonder that all of this collapsed? And 
as they put all of those bad loans to- 
gether, they securitized them and 
chopped them all and sold them as se- 
curities. They securitize everything 
these days. They sold them as securi- 
ties and moved them around the coun- 
try and around the world. 

All of a sudden we have a bunch of 
firms that decided, hey, these are pret- 
ty good-paying securities. They have a 
big return. We are going to buy some of 


November 20, 2008 


these. So they bought them all up. And 
now guess what. They have got all of 
these rotten assets in their portfolio, 
and it is pulling them all under and 
causing a massive problem. 

So here we sit with a collapse of a fi- 
nancial system, names that are house- 
hold names, the biggest firms in the 
country going belly up, getting bailed 
out. 

The Treasury Secretary comes to us 
and says: I need $700 billion on an 
emergency basis in 3 days, and if not, 
the sky is going to fall in. So the Sec- 
retary does not get it in 3 days or with 
a 3-page bill, but he gets it in a couple 
of weeks. 

Now he has $700 billion, but he does 
not know what he wants to do it with 
it. He said: I need it and I need it ur- 
gently right now because I want to buy 
toxic assets and I want to get these 
toxic assets off the balance sheets of 
these companies. 

Well, he got the money. Then he said: 
You know what, that is not right ei- 
ther. I do not want to buy toxic assets. 
What I want to do is provide money, 
capital, to big banks. He takes $125 bil- 
lion and aimed it at nine banks, some 
of whom did not want it. The problem 
was, it was the biggest gift in the 
world. There were no strings attached. 
Can you imagine taking $125 billion 
and saying to nine big banks: You take 
this money, and, by the way, I will not 
require you to expand your lending. 
That is the reason I am giving it to 
you, but I will not require it. I will 
have no prohibition on you using it for 
bonuses. Go right ahead. And, by the 
way, my agency is also going to en- 
courage you to merge because we like 
bigger banks; merging will be bene- 
ficial, we are told. Is it any wonder 
people do not have confidence? Is it 
any wonder people are not inspired by 
this? This is not a consistent, well- 
managed approach to deal with a crisis, 
in my judgment. I know it is easy to be 
critical, but it is hard not to be critical 
of something that seems so random in 
terms of policy. 

Now, I sat with à banker in North 
Dakota recently at а table. I said to 
him, à small town banker: Do you have 
money to lend? I said: They say the 
credit markets are frozen. Do you have 
money to lend? 

Oh, yes, he said. He said: If somebody 
comes in, I have got money to lend 
them, because he did business the old- 
fashioned way. He said: I take deposits 
and I make loans. But when I make 
loans, I make sure those to whom I 
lend the money are going to have a rea- 
sonable opportunity and are able to 
repay the money. 

That is business the old-fashioned 
way. He said: I did not get involved in 
all of those reckless practices. I did not 
buy those securitized notes with 
subprime loans. I did not do all of that. 

Well, the biggest financial companies 
in this country did. They were like 
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hogs in a corn crib, buying and selling, 
making lots of money, everybody is 
wading in cash. Now they are up to 
their necks in trouble, and the Treas- 
ury Secretary says if we do not bail 
them out, the whole economy is going 
to collapse. So this bailout occurs 
without any conditions at all. 

Did anybody say, with these hun- 
dreds of billions of dollars—and by the 
way, it is not really hundreds of bil- 
lions. If you take a look at what Treas- 
ury and the Federal Reserve Board 
have done, it is somewhere between $2 
and $3 trillion that has been pledged to 
those big firms. Not many people know 
that. And you cannot get all of the de- 
tails. But the Federal Reserve Board 
opened up its window, first time in his- 
tory, to say: We will do direct lending 
with investment banks whose assets 
are not insured by the Federal Govern- 
ment. First time in history. So we have 
around $2 to $3 trillion out there ex- 
tended on behalf of the American peo- 
ple with some of these companies that 
were engaged in unbelievably reckless 
practices and behavior. 

The issue, it seems to me, is what did 
the Treasury Secretary require of these 
companies that got this massive 
amount of money? What did the Fed- 
eral Reserve Board require of these 
companies? The answer is nothing. No 
restrictions. No restrictions on bo- 
nuses. We now read that somewhere 
around $20 to $30 billion of bonuses will 
be paid in the next month or two. Any 
restrictions on parking the corporate 
jets? No. Any restrictions on income at 
all? No. No restrictions at all. No 
strings attached. 

Now, there is a great discussion here 
on the floor of the Senate and in this 
town about bailing out the automobile 
industry. That proposal is $25 billion, 
about 4 percent of the $700 billion. As 
far as I am concerned, the automobile 
industry has plenty to answer for. But 
if we are talking about a potential loss 
of 3 to 5 million additional jobs if that 
industry goes belly up, at a time when 
this economy is in such desperate con- 
dition, putting 3 to 5 million additional 
people out of work would, I think, be 
devastating to this economy. 

So that is a very important consider- 
ation. But I am not about to propose 
bailing out anybody unless there are 
tough restrictions and conditions. I 
know those executives from Detroit 
got a pretty tough time, and should 
have, yesterday. They flew here in 
their private jets, making about $20 
million a year, saying: We need help 
from the American taxpayer. 

Look, if we are going to lose 8 to 5 
million jobs, I want to help for a couple 
of reasons. No. 1, I don’t want millions 
more people out of work that would 
further jeopardize this economy. No. 2, 
I want to retain a strong manufac- 
turing base. Part of that is the auto- 
mobile industry. You don’t long remain 
a strong world economic power unless 
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you have a strong manufacturing base. 
But I am not about to support a bailout 
for anybody unless there are strong, 
tough, and rigorous conditions. Park 
those corporate jets, 24 roundtrip 
flights from Detroit to Washington, 
DC, and they flew in corporate jets, 
making $20 million a year, saying: Give 
us a little help. Where is the self-sac- 
rifice? 

I am not just talking on the part of 
that industry. They were singled out 
yesterday, and I am not excusing them. 
They got what they deserved in the 
House hearing. But did anybody ask 
the question, when the Treasury Sec- 
retary was ladling money around by 
the hundreds of billions of dollars or 
the Federal Reserve Board was ladling 
money around to the point of $2 to $3 
trillion, did anybody say to those big- 
gest financial firms: By the way, here 
are some restrictions. Maybe you 
ought to park your airplanes. Maybe 
you ought to be concerned about these 
unbelievable incomes. Talk about $20 
million a year for people running an 
automobile company, we are not talk- 
ing about $20 million when we talk 
about some of these hedge funds. We 
are talking about an average of the top 
25 hedge funds, somewhere around $700 
million a year. Did anybody impose 
conditions on them? No. Should they 
have? You darn right they should have. 
If the automobile industry wants help 
from the American people and this 
Congress to preserve 3 to 5 million jobs, 
then they are going to have to be re- 
sponsible to adhere to significant re- 
strictions. 

Those restrictions ought to be rig- 
orous and tough. There must be inde- 
pendent oversight on anything that is 
given to that industry, or other indus- 
tries for that matter. They ought to 
agree to a prohibition on dividend pay- 
ments so that money going to those 
companies isn’t going to go out in divi- 
dends. That would make по sense. 
There ought to be prohibited golden 
parachutes for executives as well as ex- 
ecutive bonuses during the duration of 
the loan. Again, I say park those cor- 
porate jets. How about announcing 
that you are willing to take $1 a year 
for the sake of trying to repair what is 
wrong with your company and trying 
to put that company back on track? 

I understand it wasn’t their fault 
that sales dropped 30 percent. They are 
victims, as are all Americans, of this 
economic crisis. It is not their fault 
that sales dropped 30 percent. So if 
they need some help to save 3 to 5 mil- 
lion jobs, I think most Americans 
would say: Let’s save those jobs. But 
most Americans would also ask the 
question: Where is the self-sacrifice on 
the part of those folks who are running 
these companies? Let’s see a little and 
let’s hear a little self-sacrifice from 
people who say: I will own up to this. I 
will put something significant on the 
table in terms of trying to turn this 
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economy and these companies we run 
around. 

Let me finally say, there are à whole 
lot of folks across the country who are 
doing business the right way, Main 
Street businesses, community banks. 
They come to work in the morning. 
They turn the key. They open the lock 
on that door. They are at risk. They 
are just trying to make a living. Yet 
they, too, are victims, not because 
they got engaged in the kind of behav- 
ior in which some of the biggest com- 
panies in this country were engaged. 
Some of the biggest financial compa- 
nies were engaged in reckless behavior. 
When the Financial Modernization Act 
passed the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives and the Senate nine years ago, an 
act that was a devastating piece of leg- 
islation that led us down this path to a 
financial collapse, I said back then 
when I voted against it—and I was one 
of eight Senators to vote no—I said: If 
you want to gamble, go to Las Vegas. 
No, instead they were allowed to gam- 
ble by creating holding companies and 
merging bank enterprises with securi- 
ties and with real estate and other 
risks. 

We knew you shouldn't do that. We 
learned it in the Great Depression. It 
caused the closure of massive numbers 
of banks. Some of my colleagues 
brought a bill to the Congress and got 
almost everybody to agree to it that 
said: These lessons are old-fashioned. 
Let’s let these financial institutions 
merge and fuse together risky things 
with banking, securities, and real es- 
tate. What an unbelievably ignorant 
thing to do. We had learned that lesson 
before and forgot it. 

Guess what. From that day on we 
began to see the kind of inherent risk 
established in financial enterprises 
that someday most of us believed 
would create the house of cards that 
would collapse. And it has. Now the 
question is, how do we put this back 
together? 

Let me say this: If I didn’t have great 
hope for the future of this country, I 
would hardly be able to get up and go 
to work, but I think this is a resilient, 
wonderful place. We have made very 
big mistakes. A lot of people have 
made very big mistakes, perhaps all of 
us. But this country is a great place. 
Think about what America has been 
through: the Civil War, the Great De- 
pression, beating back the forces of fas- 
cism and nazism. We have done so 
much in this country to prevail. This 
generation of Americans is not about 
to lose. This generation of Americans, 
too, will prevail. But it is going to re- 
quire all of the effort of every one of 
us. 

This isn’t about politics. It is cer- 
tainly not about Republicans and 
Democrats. It is about creating good 
public policy that gives the American 
people confidence and hope in the fu- 
ture. That is what will get us out of 
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this rut. Those who caused the finan- 
cial wreckage, who drove this economy 
into the ditch, are not going to get us 
out. It is good public policy by 
thoughtful people that will begin mir- 
roring what happens on Main Streets 
and community banks all across the 
country, doing business the right way. 
When that happens, we will put this 
country back on track. I hope that is 
sooner rather than later. I hope the 
American people do not lose hope be- 
cause we believe, all of us believe, in 
the great promise of this country. 

It is true that we face great chal- 
lenges, but we are turning a page. We 
will have a new Congress. We will have 
a new President and a new determina- 
tion to try to fix what is wrong and put 
this country on a better path. 

I yield the floor. 


———— n — 
NATIVE AMERICAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 
Mr. REID. Mr. President, I am 


pleased that the President has pro- 
claimed November as National Amer- 
ican Indian Heritage Month and the 
Congress has designated November 28, 
2008, as Native American Heritage Day. 

This is the time when our country 
traditionally offers thanks for the 
bounty and protections we enjoy. This 
year, Congress and the President have 
chosen to specifically acknowledge and 
be thankful for the contributions and 
achievements of American Indians, 
Alaska Natives, and Native Hawaiians. 
Together, we have called on Federal, 
State, and local governments, tribal 
governments, and others to come to- 
gether to celebrate and share with one 
another the cultures, traditions, and 
languages of more than 500 tribes. 

In my home State of Nevada, our 
tribes represent three distinct cultures 
and languages Paiute, Shoshone, and 
Washoe. Throughout my career, I have 
promoted programs and education ef- 
forts to preserve these native lan- 
guages and others and expand cultural 
programs for children, young adults 
and elders. Nevada’s tribal leaders and 
youth tell me this cultural exchange 
with tribal members and with those in 
their school and local communities 
bridges differences and leads to indi- 
vidual successes. Nevadans can be 
proud of our State’s diversity. 

And while Nevada’s 26 tribes are dis- 
tinct, they share goals common to 
nearly all sovereigns—to care for their 
people, to keep them safe, to help them 
prosper, to protect and use their re- 
sources wisely, to engage in the larger 
world while being mindful of their his- 
tories. 

During this session, the Senate 
worked with tribal leaders and advo- 
cates and our colleagues in the House 
to help tribes achieve these goals. 
Working together, we reauthorized the 
Native American Housing Assistance 
and Self-Determination Reauthoriza- 
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tion Act, reauthorized the Special Dia- 
betes Program for Indians, and amend- 
ed laws to strengthen families and im- 
prove the care and development of chil- 
dren in foster care. We passed legisla- 
tion that helps tribes develop their 
natural resources, expand their com- 
mercial activities, and encourage in- 
vestment in Indian Country. During 
this time of war, we made it a priority 
to help our Native American veterans 
and their families—who continue a 
long history of serving in our Armed 
Forces—by expanding benefits and 
services under the G.I. bill. Under the 
leadership of Chairman BYRON DORGAN 
and Vice Chairperson LISA MURKOWSKI 
of the Indian Affairs Committee, the 
Congress has worked to honor our first 
Americans and fulfill our promises to 
them. 

During this month especially, we rec- 
ognize the leadership and efforts of 
tribes and others to improve the lives 
of Native Americans. But our work is 
not finished and we will not rest on the 
accomplishments of the 110th Congress. 
As majority leader, I am committed to 
work with my colleagues to reform 
health care and reauthorize the Indian 
Health Care Improvement Act. I hope 
that the Senate will be able to again 
consider à package similar to one the 
Senate passed earlier this year. 

As we approach the end of this Con- 
gress, I am pleased that we take a mo- 
ment to recognize and celebrate the 
gifts Native Americans and Alaska Na- 
tives share with all of us daily. 

Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, each 
November we celebrate American In- 
dian and Alaska Native Heritage 
Month to honor the first inhabitants of 
this land and recognize the relation- 
Ship this country has with American 
Indian people. In that same spirit, I 
would also like to specifically recog- 
nize the nine treaty tribes that I am 
honored to represent in South Dakota. 

American Indians are unique among 
other groups in this country because of 
the government-to-government rela- 
tionship established through countless 
treaties—documents affirmed in article 
VI of our Constitution as the supreme 
law of the land. This special status and 
the strength of these age-old contracts 
have enabled American Indians to 
Shape this country's history in pro- 
found ways, as tribal history is deeply 
entwined with America’s. The contin- 
ued fulfillment of our treaty and trust 
obligations along with a respect for the 
tenets of tribal sovereignty are thus es- 
sential responsibilities of this country. 

South Dakota’s tribes have a special 
place in this history due to their 
proactive leadership in the Federal- 
tribal relationship. For example, the 
1868 Treaty of Fort Laramie was en- 
tered into by Indian tribes in South 
Dakota that desired a peaceful rela- 
tionship with the United States and a 
mutual recognition of sovereignty. In 
this treaty, like many others, the 
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United States entered an agreement to 
end hostilities and for the cession of 
land, in return entering into à contract 
to provide assistance with education, 
health care, farming and other neces- 
Sities; these responsibilities continue 
today. During this month of recogni- 
tion and remembrance it is only appro- 
priate to recognize the special status of 
the treaty tribes. 

In addition to this unique govern- 
mental relationship, American Indians 
actively enrich the fabric of our Na- 
tion's character in many ways. Tribal 
members have courageously served to 
protect America in every conflict since 
the Revolutionary War, and they have 
served at the highest rate of any group 
in the country. Tribal educational 
models are rapidly gaining respect for 
an approach that stresses the impor- 
tance of history and culture as well as 
the skills necessary for students to 
prosper in an increasingly global world. 

American Indian and Alaska Native 
Heritage Month falls in the same 
month as Thanksgiving and I hope this 
affords us with the time to give thanks 
for the sacrifices of the first Ameri- 
cans. Once reduced to a population of 
less than 50,000, the American Indian 
population is now some 4.5 million 
strong. Their story, like that of the 
country as a whole, is а proud, resilient 
history and I am committed to sup- 
porting tribes as they continue to build 
a strong future. Observance of Amer- 
ican Indian and Alaska Native Heritage 
Month honors the unique heritage of 
this country's first inhabitants, and 
most importantly reaffirms our respon- 
sibility to honor Indian treaties. 


© 
RETIREMENT OF MARGO CONNOR 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
to recognize Margo Connor, who has re- 
tired after 38 years of service to the 
Senate community. During the past 
three decades, Margo Connor has as- 
Sisted in providing catering for Senate 
functions on Capitol Hill. In a fast- 
paced environment with a high turn- 
over rate, she remained dedicated and 
personal, with à keen ability to estab- 
lish close relationships. 

Margo spent 17 years in the special 
functions office for the former Dirksen 
Senate Dining Room. She compiled 
menus and prepared the former Senate 
Dining Room for functions. Meeting 
and interacting with many different 
people were her favorite aspects of her 
service; she was on a first-name basis 
with former Senators such as David 
Pryor, Thomas Eagleton, Gary Hart, 
and Jennings Randolph. Margo’s com- 
mitment to providing a pleasant, com- 
fortable, and professional environment 
for Senate functions resulted in close 
friendships. Senator Randolph would 
often call her at home, making re- 
quests for a special bread with nuts on 
it. After returning from their honey- 
moon, Senator JOE BIDEN and his wife 
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shared their pictures with her. Instead 
of calling it the Senate Dining Room, 
Senator PRYOR referred to the Senate 
Dining Room as simply ‘‘Margo’s 
Room." 

After working in the Senate Dining 
Room, Margo took a position in the ac- 
counting office processing bids for the 
Senate Restaurant. Several years later, 
She moved to the Capitol Senator's 
Dining Room where she was a hostess. 
After working as а hostess, she worked 
in the Senate catering office, where she 
has been for the last 18 years. 

In her years on Capitol Hill, Margo 
has seen а great variety of events. She 
hosted functions with the NFL, the 
Dalai Lama, and a number of other no- 
table people. Among others, she met 
Paul Newman, whose suitcase she 
watched in the kitchen as he spoke at 
an event. During annual events at 
Union Station commemorating Colum- 
bus Day, Dr. David R. Curfman, presi- 
dent of the National Columbus Celebra- 
tion Association, told her that she was 
the only one who understood what he 
needed. 

Margo will miss the people she works 
with, whom she considers to be like 
family. In turn, I know she will be 
missed greatly by those who have had 
the opportunity to know and work with 
her. In fact, Margo has been such a 
presence in the Senate, and has be- 
friended so many over the years, that 
it is difficult to express how much she 
will be missed. I am pleased to join the 
entire Senate community in thanking 
Margo for her years of service and 
wishing her а happy retirement. 


ЄЎ 
TRIBUTE TO GENERAL JIM SHANE 


Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 
today I rise to salute the service of a 
distinguished Kentuckian. This gen- 
tleman recently ended a long career de- 
voted to the service of his country and 
our commonwealth. 

His name is Jim Shane, and I am 
proud to say Jim is a friend of mine. 
Jim recently stepped down as executive 
director of the Kentucky Commission 
on Military Affairs, a post he held 
since 1997. During his tenure, Jim can 
point to many accomplishments, but 
he was particularly instrumental in 
preparing Kentucky for the rigors of 
the 2005 Base Realignment and Clo- 
sure—BRAC—process. The common- 
wealth, in particular Fort Knox, was a 
big winner in the BRAC process, and no 
one was more instrumental in this suc- 
cess than Jim. 

Jim had a vision for Fort Knox, one 
in which the installation would again 
be a home to combat troops and to a 
number of major Army commands. He 
then worked tirelessly with Federal 
and State officials, the BRAC Commis- 
sion and the Department of Defense to 
make that conception of Fort Knox a 
reality. The result was that Fort Knox 
emerged revitalized from the BRAC 
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process. Consequently, central Ken- 
tucky stands to gain immeasurably 
from the economic benefits stemming 
from the installation’s enhancement, 
and our armed forces will be the better 
for Fort Knox’s improved stature. 

Prior to his service for Kentucky, 
Jim served his country with great dis- 
tinction. He spent 27 years of commis- 
sioned service in the Army, rising to 
the rank of brigadier general. His ca- 
reer highlights include service as Dep- 
uty Commanding General, United 
States Recruiting Command, in which 
he was responsible for manning the 
Army’s all-volunteer force. 

Jim also received numerous medals, 
awards and decorations for his efforts 
in the Army including the Distin- 
guished Service Medal, the Defense Su- 
perior Service Medal, the Legion of 
Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, the Mer- 
itorious Service Medal, with three Oak 
Leaf Clusters, the Joint Service Com- 
mendation Medal, the Army Com- 
mendation Medal, the Army Achieve- 
ment Medal, the Parachutist Badge, 
the Ranger Tab, and the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Identification badge. 

I am proud to say that Jim is also a 
fellow alumnus of the University of 
Louisville. 

Mr. President, I ask that my col- 
leagues join me in honoring this fine 
Kentucky patriot for his long and nota- 
ble career of public service. 


— 


TRIBUTE TO MAJOR JOHN LEE 
McELROY 


Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, it is 
never too late to honor great heroism 
and sacrifice. That is why I am proud 
to say that after 40 years, a brave Ken- 
tuckian lost in battle will finally re- 
turn home with honor to American 
soil. 

On May 12, 1968, MAJ John Lee 
McElroy of the U.S. Air Force under- 
took what would be his final mission. 
Stationed in the Quang Tin province of 
the Republic of Vietnam, he was the 
navigator on a C-130 Hercules aircraft 
when his plane was struck by intense 
enemy fire and crashed. There were no 
survivors. 

“On this particular day [Major 
McElroy] was flying a most important 
mission of aerial evacuation for Amer- 
ican and allied personnel," wrote COL 
Marion F. Garuthers, the major's com- 
mander, in a letter to his parents. ‘‘His 
example of Christian living signifi- 
cantly influenced all persons with 
whom he associated." 

Sadly, while the family of Major 
McElroy knew his final fate, they did 
not get to say their final goodbyes. For 
four decades, his remains went unre- 
covered. His wife, Regina M. McElroy, 
and his parents, Oscar L. and Gladys V. 
McElroy, passed away never knowing if 
their loved one's remains would be 
found and brought back to the United 
States. 
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Now, thanks to the work of some 
dedicated men and women in the De- 
partment of Defense, Major McElroy's 
remains have been identified. Along 
with the rest of his flight crew, Major 
McElroy will return from Vietnam and 
join the honored few who rest in Ar- 
lington National Cemetery. 

Born in Eminence, KY, in 1932, Major 
McElroy served his country in the 
Armed Forces for 12 years. Several 
months after his tragic death, he was 
posthumously awarded the  Distin- 
guished Flying Cross, the Air Medal 
and the Purple Heart for his valor in 
uniform. 

At that medal ceremony were Major 
McElroy's three children—Russell Lee 
McElroy, Mary McElroy Tucker, and 
Linda Anne McElroy Starnes. Russell, 
the oldest, was just 14 years old at the 
time. 

Now every one of them is older than 
their father ever was. And now it's 
their turn to take care of the father 
who cared for them, by seeing him laid 
to rest this December 18 in a hero's 
grave. 

Our Nation and the Commonwealth 
of Kentucky cannot be grateful enough 
for MAJ John Lee McElroy's service 
and immense sacrifice. We owe the 
McElroy family a debt that cannot be 
repaid, because he died defending all of 
us and our freedoms. 

I know the entire U.S. Senate joins 
me in expressing comfort and pride 
that this courageous airman has fi- 
nally returned home. It is never too 
late to honor our heroes. And it is 
never too late for one Kentucky family 
to say their farewells and see а hero 
rest in peace. 


a 


HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 


Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, 
another 4 months have passed, and 
more American troops have lost their 
lives overseas in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
I wish to memorialize their service and 
sacrifice by including their names in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 

Since I last included the names of 
our fallen troops on July 15, the Pen- 
tagon has announced the deaths of 162 
troops in Iraq and in Operation Endur- 
ing Freedom, which includes Afghani- 
stan. They will not be forgotten and 
today I submit their names into the 
RECORD: 

CPL Aaron M. Allen, of Buellton, CA; 

CWO Christian P. Humphreys, of 
Fallon, NV; 

CWO Donald V. Clark, of Memphis, 
TN; 

SGT Jonnie L. Stiles, of Highlands 
Ranch, CO; 

SGT James M. Clay, 
Home, AR; 

SPC Corey M. Shea, of Mansfield, 
MA; 

SGT Jose Regalado, of Los Angeles, 
CA; 

SPC Armando A. De La Paz, of River- 
side, CA; 


of Mountain 
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SSG Timothy H. Walker, of Franklin, 
TN; 

PFC Theron V. Hobbs, of Albany, GA; 

SPC Adam M. Wenger, of Waterford, 
MI; 

SGT Daniel W. Wallace, of Dry Ridge, 
KY; 

PFC Bradley 8. 
Martinsville, VA; 

SSG Scott J. 
mingham, MA; 

1LT Trevor J. Yurista, of Pleasant 
Valley, NY; 

SSG Kevin D. Grieco, of Bartlett, IL; 

SGT Nicholas A. Casey, of Canton, 
OH; 

PFC Cody J. Eggleston, of Eugene, 
OR; 

LCpl San Sim, of Santa Ana, CA; 

CPL Adrian Robles, of Scottsbluff, 
NE; 

SSet Brian P. Hause, of Stoystown, 
PA; 

SGT Deon L. Taylor, of Bronx, NY; 

LCpl Stacy A. Dryden, of North Can- 
ton, OH; 

MAJ Robert D. Lindenau, of Camano 
Island, WA; 

SPC Heath K. Pickard, of Palestine, 
TX; 

SPC Justin A. Saint, of Albertville, 
AL; 

SGT Federico G. Borjas, 
Diego, CA; 

SGT John M. Penich, of Beach Park, 
IL; 

SPC Cory J. Bertrand, of Center, TX; 

SPC Stephen R. Fortunato, of 
Danvers, MA; 

SGT Preston R. Medley, 
FL; 

SPC Christopher A. McCraw, of Co- 
lumbia, MS; 

CPL Scott G. Dimond, of Franklin, 
NH; 

SGT Michael 
ramento, CA; 

SPC Geoffrey G. Johnson, of Lub- 
bock, TX; 

SGT Reuben M. Fernandez III, of Abi- 
lene, ТХ; 

CPL Jason A. Karella, of Anchorage, 
AK; 

COL Michael R. Stahlman, of Chevy 
Chase, MD; 

SGT William P. Rudd, of Madison- 
ville, KY; 

SPC Jason E. von Zerneck, of Char- 
lotte, NC; 

PFC Tavarus D. Setzler, of Jackson- 
ville, FL; 

SPC Christopher A. Bartkiewicz, of 
Dunfermline, IL; 

CPT Richard G. Cliff Jr., of Mount 
Pleasant, SC; 

SFC Jamie S. Nicholas, of Maysel, 
WV; 

SFC Gary J. Vasquez, of Round Lake, 
IL; 

SPC Christopher T. Fox, of Memphis, 
TN; 

PFC Jamel A. Bryant, of Belleville, 
IL; 

SGT William E. Hasenflu, of Bra- 
denton, FL; 


Coleman, of 


Metcalf, of Fra- 


of San 


of Baker, 


K. Clark, of Sac- 
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CPT Michael J. Medders, of Ohio; 

SSG Ronald Phillips Jr., of Conway, 
SC; 

1LT Thomas J. Brown, of Burke, VA; 

CH COL Sidney J. Marceaux Jr., of 
Beaumont, TX; 

CPT Bruno G. Desolenni, of Crescent 
City, CA; 

SSG Matthew J. Taylor, of Charles- 
ton, SC; 

PO3 Matthew J. O'Bryant, of Duluth, 
GA; 

SSG Nathan M. Cox, of Walcott, IA; 

PVT Joseph F. Gonzales, of Tucson, 
AZ; 

SGT Jerome C. Bell Jr., of Auburn, 
NY; 

SSG Brandon W. Farley, 
Prairie, TX; 

SSG Jason A. Vazquez, of Chicago, 
IL; 

1LT Mohsin A. Naqvi, of Newburgh, 
NY; 

CPT Bruce E. Hays, 


of Grand 


of Cheyenne, 


WY; 

SGT Joshua W. Harris, of 
Romeoville, IL; 

MAJ Rodolfo I. Rodriguez, of El 


Paso, TX; 

1LT Robert Vallejo II, of Richland 
Hills, TX; 

CPL Michael E. 
Harrah, OK; 

CWO Brady J. Rudolf, of Oklahoma 
City, OK; 

SGM Julio C. Ordonez, of San Anto- 
nio, TX; 

SSG Anthony L. 
Springtown, TX; 

SGT Daniel M. Eshbaugh, of Norman, 
OK; 

CWO Corry A. Edwards, of Kennedale, 
TX; 

LTC James L. Wiley, of North Bend, 
OR; 

CPT Darrick D. Wright, of Nashville, 
TN; 

PFC Leonard J. Gulezynski I, of 
Carol Stream, IL; 

HM3 Eichmann A. Strickland, of Ar- 
lington, WA; 

LTC Ralph J. Marino, of Houston, 
PA; 

PVT Michael 
Chocowinity, NC; 

SGT Wesley R. Durbin, of Hurst, TX; 

SSG Darris J. Dawson, of Pensacola, 
FL; 

CWO Michael Slebodnik, of Gibsonia, 
PA; 

SFC Daniel R. Sexton, of Wentzville, 
MO; 

SPC Marques I. Knight, of San Juan 
Capistrano, CA; 

CPO Jason Richard Freiwald, of Ar- 
mada, MI; 

SCPO John Wayne Marcum, of Flush- 
ing, MI; 

CPT Jesse 
Randallstown, MD; 

1LT Nicholas A. Madrazo, of Bothell, 
WA; 

PV'T Vincent C. Winston Jr., of St. 
Louis, MO; 

PVT Michael 
Littlestown, PA; 
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РУТ Jordan P. P. Thibeault, of South 
Jordan, UT; 


PFC Bryan R. Thomas, of Battle 
Creek, MI; 

SSG Kenneth W. Mayne, of Fort 
Benning, GA; 


SFC Gregory А. Rodriguez, of 
Weidman, MI; 

PFC Patrick W. May, of Jamestown, 
NY; 

POI Joshua Harris, of Lexington, NC; 

SPC Steven J. Fitzmorris, of Colum- 
bia, MO; 

SPC Jorge L. Feliz Nieve, of Queens 
Village, NY; 

SPC Carlo E. Alfonso, of Spokane, 
WA; 

SPC Michael L. 
Spotswood, NJ; 

SGT David K. Cooper, of Williams- 
burg, KY; 

РЕС Tan Q. Ngo, of Beaverton, OR; 

SSG Brian E. Studer, of Ramsey, MN; 

SSG David L. Paquet, of Rising Sun, 
MD; 

SFC David J. Todd Jr., of Marrero, 
LA; 

SFC George Stanciel, of Greenwood, 
MS; 

SGT Nickolas 
Montrose, IL; 

LCpl Travis M. Stottlemyer, of Hat- 
field, PA; 

PFC Jonathon L. Luscher, of Scran- 
ton, PA; 

1LT Donald C. Carwile, of Oxford, 
MS; 

PFC Paul E. Conlon Jr., of Somer- 
ville, MA; 

РУТ Janelle F. King, of Merced, CA; 

SSG  Kristopher D. Rodgers, of 
Sturgis, MI; 

CPL Anthony G. 
Naperville, IL; 

LCpl Juan Lopez-Castaneda, of Mesa, 
AZ; 


Gonzalez, of 


Lee Hopper, of 


Mihalo, of 


LCpl Jacob J. Toves, of Grover 
Beach, CA; 

PFC Daniel A. C. McGuire, of Mash- 
pee, MA; 


CPL James M. Hale, of Naperville, 
IL; 

SGT Michael H. Ferschke Jr., of 
Maryville, TN; 

CPL Adam T. McKiski, 
Valley, IL; 

CPL Stewart S. Trejo, of Whitefish, 
MT; 

PFC John A. Mattox, of Daingerfield, 
TX; 

SGT Kenneth B. 
Christiansburg, VA; 

SGT Jose E. Ulloa, of New York, NY; 

PO2 Anthony M. Carbullido, of Agat, 
GU; 

MSG Danny E. Maybin, of Columbia, 
SC; 

SGT Errol M. James, of St. Croix, VI; 

SPC Ronald A. Schmidt, of Newton, 
KS; 

PVT Timothy J. Hutton, of Dillon, 
MT; 

CAPT Garrett T. Lawton, of Charles- 
ton, WV; 

SGT Gary M. Henry, of Indianapolis, 
IN; 


of Cherry 


Gibson, of 
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SPC Jonathan D. Menke, of Madison, 
IN; 

SGT Jaime Gonzalez Jr., of Austin, 
TX; 

SSG Brian K. Miller, of Pendleton, 
IN; 

SGT Ryan P. Baumann, of Great 
Mills, MD; 

PFC Jennifer L. Cole, of American 
Canyon, CA; 

SPC Andre D. Mitchell, of Elmont, 
NY; 

SPC David J. Badie, of Rockford, IL; 

2LT Michael R. Girdano, of Pennsyl- 
vania; 

SPC William J. Mulvihill, of Leaven- 
worth, KS; 

PVT Jair De 
Chatsworth, CA; 

SPC Kevin R. Dickson, of Steelville, 
MO; 

SGT James A. McHale, of Fairfield, 
MT; 

SSGT Faoa L. Apineru, 
Linda, CA; 

SPC Seteria L. Brown, of Orlando, 
FL; 

PFC Ivan I. Wilson, of Clearlake, CA; 

1LT Nick A. Dewhirst, of Onalaska, 
WI; 

SSGT Danny P. Dupre, of Lockport, 
LA; 

BM3 Daniel R. Verbeke, of Exton, 
PA; 

PFC Willington M. Rhoads, of Las 
Vegas, NV; 

1LT Jason D. Mann, of Woodlynne, 
NJ; 

TSgt Jackie L. Larsen, of Tacoma, 
WA; 

LCpl Jeffery S. Stevenson, of New- 
ton, NJ; 

SSG David W. Textor, of Roanoke, 
VA; 

SSG Jeremy D. Vrooman, of Sioux 
Falls, SD; 

1LT Jonathan P. Brostrom, of Ha- 
waii; 

SGT Israel Garcia, of Long Beach, 
CA; 

CPL Jonathan R. Ayers, of Snellville, 
GA; 

CPL Jason M. Bogar, of Seattle, WA; 

CPL Jason D. Hovater, of Clinton, 
TN; 

CPL Matthew B. Phillips, of Jasper, 
GA; 

CPL Pruitt A. Rainey, of Haw River, 
NC; 

CPL Gunnar  W. 
Florissant, MO; 

SPC Sergio S. Abad, of Morganfield, 
KY. 

We cannot forget these men and 
women and their sacrifice. These brave 
souls left behind parents and children, 
siblings, and friends. We want them to 
know the country pledges to preserve 
the memory of our lost soldiers who 
gave their lives for our country. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, today I 
rise to pay tribute to 28 young Ameri- 
cans who have been killed in Iraq since 
April 16. This brings to 859 the number 
of service members either from Cali- 
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fornia or based in California that have 
been killed while serving our country 
in Iraq. This represents 20 percent of 
all U.S. deaths in Iraq. 

POI Cherie L. Morton, 40, died April 
20 in Galali, Muharraq, Bahrain. Petty 
Officer 1st Class Morton was assigned 
to Naval Security Force, Naval Sup- 
port Activity Bahrain. She was from 
Bakersfield, CA. 

SGT Guadalupe Cervantes Ramirez, 
26, died on April 23, 2008, in Camp 
Arifjan, Kuwait, of injuries suffered in 
a vehicle incident. Sergeant Cervantes 
Ramirez was assigned to the 2nd Trans- 
portation Company, National Training 
Center Support Brigade, Fort Irwin, 
CA. He was from Fort Irwin, CA. 

SPC William T. Dix, 32, died April 27 
at Camp Buehring, Kuwait, of injuries 
suffered in a noncombat related inci- 
dent. Specialist Dix was assigned to 
the 14th Engineer Battalion, 555th En- 
gineer Brigade, I Corps, Fort Lewis, 
WA. He was from Culver City, CA. 

SGT Merlin German, 22, died April 11 
at Brooke Army Medical Center, San 
Antonio, TX, from wounds he suffered 
while conducting combat operations in 
Al Anbar province, Iraq, on February 
22, 2005. Sergeant German was assigned 
to the 5th Battalion, 11th Marine Regi- 
ment, 1st Marine Division, I Marine 
Expeditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, 
CA, while deployed in support of Oper- 
ation Iraqi Freedom. Sergeant Ger- 
man’s parent unit was the 2nd Bat- 
talion, 11th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma- 
rine Division, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. He was 
medically retired September 28, 2007, as 
а result of his injuries. 

SSG Bryan E. Bolander, 26, died April 
29 in Baghdad from wounds suffered 
when his vehicle struck an improvised 
explosive device. Staff Sergeant 
Bolander was assigned to the 1st Bat- 
talion, 502nd Infantry Regiment, 2nd 
Brigade Combat Team, 101st Airborne 
Division, Air Assault, Fort Campbell, 
KY. He was from Bakersfield, CA. 

SGT Glen E. Martinez, 31, died May 2 
in Al Anbar province, Iraq, supporting 
combat operations. Sergeant Martinez 
was assigned to the Combat Logistics 
Battalion 1, Combat Logistics Regi- 
ment 1, 1st Marine Logistics Group, I 
Marine Expeditionary Force, Camp 
Pendleton, CA. 

LCpl James F. Kimple, 21, died May 2 
in Al Anbar province, Iraq, supporting 
combat operations. Lance Corporal 
Kimple was assigned to the Combat Lo- 
gistics Battalion 1, Combat Logistics 
Regiment 1, 156 Marine Logistics 
Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Camp Pendleton, CA. 

CPL Miguel A. Guzman, 21, died May 
2 in Al Anbar province, Iraq, sup- 
porting combat operations. Corporal 
Guzman was assigned to the Combat 
Logistics Battalion 1, Combat Logis- 
tics Regiment 1, 1st Marine Logistics 
Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Camp Pendleton, CA. He was from Nor- 
walk, CA. 
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LCpl Casey L. Casanova, 22, died May 
2 in Al Anbar province, Iraq, sup- 
porting combat operations. Lance Cor- 
poral Casanova was assigned to the 
Combat Logistics Battalion 1, Combat 
Logistics Regiment 1, 1st Marine Lo- 
gistics Group, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 

PFC Aaron J. Ward, 19, died May 6 in 
Al Anbar, Iraq, of wounds suffered 
when his unit came under small arms 
fire while conducting cordon and 
Search operations. Private First Class 
Ward was assigned to the 170th Mili- 
tary Police Company, 504th Military 
Police Battalion, 42nd Military Police 
Brigade, Fort Lewis, WA. He was from 
San Jacinto, CA. 

SPC Mary J. Jaenichen, 20, died May 
9 in Iskandariyah, Iraq, of а noncombat 
related injury. Specialist Jaenichen 
was assigned to the Brigade Troops 
Battalion, 2nd Brigade Combat Team, 
9rd Infantry Division, Fort Stewart, 
GA. She was from Temecula, CA. 

SSG Frank J. Gasper, 25, died May 25 
in Najaf, Iraq, of wounds suffered when 
his vehicle encountered an improvised 
explosive device. Staff Sergeant Gasper 
was assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 10th 
Special Forces Group, Fort Carson, CO. 
He was from Merced, CA. 

SGT Cody R. Legg, 23, died June 4 in 
Tikrit, Iraq, of wounds suffered in 
Sharqat, Iraq, when his unit was at- 
tacked by enemy forces using small 
arms fire and hand grenades. Sergeant 
Legg was assigned to the 1st Battalion, 
97th Infantry Regiment, 1st Brigade 
Combat Team, 10th Mountain Division, 
Light Infantry, Fort Drum, NY. He was 
from Escondido, CA. 

SGT John D. Aragon, 22, died June 12 
in Kadamiyah, Iraq, of wounds suffered 
when his vehicle encountered an impro- 
vised explosive device. Sergeant Ara- 
коп was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 
"5th Cavalry Regiment, 2nd Brigade 
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, 
Air Assault, Fort Campbell, KY. He 
was from Antioch, CA. 

SSG Du Hai Tran, 30, died June 20 in 
Baqubah, Iraq, of wounds suffered when 
an improvised explosive device deto- 
nated near his unit while on patrol dur- 
ing combat operations. Staff Sergeant 
Tran was assigned to the Fires Squad- 
ron, 2nd Stryker Cavalry Regiment, 


Vilseck, Germany. He was from 
Reseda, CA. 

SGT Alejandro A. Dominguez, 24, 
died June 25 in Mosul, Iraq, from 


wounds suffered when his vehicle en- 
countered an improvised explosive de- 
vice on June 24. Sergeant Dominguez 
was assigned to the 1st Squadron, 3rd 
Armored Cavalry Regiment, Fort Hood, 
TX. He was from San Diego, CA. 

LCpl Jeffery S. Stevenson, 20, died 
July 13 from a nonhostile incident in 
Al Anbar Province, Iraq. Lance Cor- 
poral Stevenson was assigned to the 
7th Engineer Support Battalion, 1st 
Marine Logistics Group, I Marine Expe- 
ditionary Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


SSG Faoa L. Apineru, 31, died July 2, 
2007, from wounds sustained while sup- 
porting combat operations in Al Anbar 
province, Iraq. Staff Sergeant Apineru 
was assigned to Headquarters Com- 
pany, 28га Marines, 4th Marine Divi- 
sion, Marine Forces Reserve. He was 
wounded on May 15, 2005. After his 
death on July 2, 2007, the initial med- 
ical examiner concluded that Staff Ser- 
geant Apineru did not die from injuries 
sustained during his deployment, but a 
subsequent opinion by the Armed 
Forces Institute of Pathology indicated 
that his death was a result of his inju- 
ries sustained in Iraq. He was from 
Yorba Linda, CA. 

PFC Jennifer L. Cole, 34, died August 
2 in Bayji, Iraq, of injuries suffered in 
a noncombat related incident. Private 
First Class Cole was assigned to the 
426th Support Battalion, 1st Brigade 
Combat Team, 101st Airborne Division, 
Air Assault, Fort Campbell, KY. She 
was from American Canyon, CA. 

CPL Adam T. McKiski, 21, died Au- 
gust 7 while supporting combat oper- 
ations in Anbar Province, Iraq. Cor- 
poral McKiski was assigned to the 1st 
Maintenance Battalion, 1st Marine Lo- 
gistics Group, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 

CPL Stewart S. Trejo, 25, died Au- 
gust 7 while supporting combat oper- 
ations in Anbar Province, Iraq. Cor- 
poral Trejo was assigned to the 1st 
Maintenance Battalion, 1st Marine Lo- 
gistics Group, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 

PVT Janelle F. King, 23, died August 
14 in Baghdad, Iraq, of injuries suffered 
in à non-combat related incident. Pri- 
vate King was assigned to the 115th 
Combat Support Hospital, Fort Polk, 
LA. She was from Merced, CA. 

COL Michael R. Stahlman, 45, died 
October 5 from injuries sustained in a 
July 31 nonhostile incident in Anbar 
province, Iraq. Colonel Stahlman was 
assigned to Headquarters Battalion, 
Marine Corps Air Ground Combat Cen- 
ter, Twentynine Palms, CA. 

SGT Michael K. Clark, 24, died Octo- 
ber 7 in Mosul, Iraq, of wounds suffered 
when he encountered small arms fire 
while on dismounted patrol. Sergeant 
Clark was assigned to the lst Bat- 
talion, 8th Infantry Regiment, 3rd Bri- 
gade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Divi- 
sion, Fort Carson, CO. He was from 
Sacramento, CA. 

LCpl Stacy A. Dryden, 22, died Octo- 
ber 19 from injuries sustained in а non- 
hostile incident in Anbar province, 
Iraq. Lance Corporal Dryden was as- 
signed to 1st Supply Battalion, 1st Ma- 
rine Logistics Group, Camp Pendleton, 
CA. 

SPC Armando A. De La Paz, 21, died 
November 18 in Baghdad, of injuries 
sustained during a vehicle rollover. 
Specialist De La Paz was assigned to 
the 3rd Battalion, 29th Field Artillery 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
4th Infantry Division, Fort Carson, CO. 
He was from Riverside, CA. 
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SGT Jose Regalado, 23, died Novem- 
ber 12 in Mosul, Iraq, when an Iraqi 
Army soldier wearing a uniform ap- 
proached him and opened fire. Sergeant 
Regalado was assigned to the 3rd 
Squadron, 3rd Armored Cavalry Regi- 
ment, Fort Hood, TX. He was from Los 
Angeles, CA. 

CPL Aaron M. Allen, 24, died Novem- 
ber 14 while supporting combat oper- 
ations in Anbar Province, Iraq. Cor- 
poral Allen was assigned to 1st Bat- 
talion, 4th Marines, 1st Marine Divi- 
sion, Camp Pendleton, CA. He was from 
Buellton, CA. 

I would also like to pay tribute to 
the 29 soldiers from California who 
have died while serving our country in 


Operation Enduring Freedom since 
April 16. 
Senior Airman Jonathan A.V. 


Yelner, 24, died April 29 near Bagram, 
Afghanistan, of wounds suffered when 
his vehicle encountered an improvised 
explosive device. Senior Airman Yelner 
was assigned to the 28th Aircraft Main- 
tenance Squadron, Ellsworth Air Force 
Base, South Dakota. He was from La- 
fayette, CA. 

SFC David L. McDowell, 30, died on 
April 29, in Bastion, Afghanistan, of in- 
juries sustained when he received small 
arms fire. Sergeant First Class 
McDowell was assigned to C Company, 
2nd Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, 
Fort Lewis, WA. He was from Ramona, 
CA. 

SPC Christopher Gathercole, 21, died 
May 26 in Ghazni, Afghanistan, of 
wounds suffered from small arms fire 
during combat operations. Specialist 
Gathercole was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 75th Ranger Regiment, Fort 
Lewis, WA. He was from Santa Rosa, 
CA. 

PFC Chad M. Trimble, 29, died May 
28, near Gardez, Afghanistan, of wounds 
suffered when his vehicle encountered 
an improvised explosive device. Private 
First Class Trimble was assigned to the 
lst Squadron, 61st Cavalry Regiment, 
4th Brigade Combat Team, 101st Air- 
borne Division, Air Assault, Fort 
Campbell, KY. He was from West Co- 
vina, CA. 

SFC David Nunez, 27, died May 29 in 
Shewan, Afghanistan, of wounds suf- 
fered when he encountered small arms 
fire while conducting combat oper- 
ations. Sergeant First Class Nunez was 
assigned to the 3rd Battalion, 7th Spe- 
cial Forces Group, Fort Bragg, NC. He 
was from Los Angeles, CA. 

PFC Michael Robert Patton, 19, died 
June 14 while supporting combat oper- 
ations in Farah Province, Afghanistan. 
Private First Class Patton was as- 
signed to 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, 
156 Marine Division, I Marine Expedi- 
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA. 

PFC Dawid Pietrek, 24, died June 14 
while supporting combat operations in 
Farah Province, Afghanistan. Private 
First Class Pietrek was assigned to 2nd 
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Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Di- 
vision, I Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Twentynine Palms, CA. 

LCpl Layton Bradly Crass, 22, died 
June 14 while supporting combat oper- 
ations in Farah Province, Afghanistan. 
Lance Corporal Crass was assigned to 
2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine 
Division, I Marine  Expeditionary 
Force, Twentynine Palms, CA. 

SGT Michael Toussiant-Hyle Wash- 
ington, 20, died June 14 while sup- 
porting combat operations in Farah 
Province, Afghanistan. Sergeant Wash- 
ington was assigned to 2nd Battalion, 
7th Marines, 1st Marine Division, I Ma- 
rine Expeditionary Force, Twentynine 
Palms, CA. 

Hospitalman Marc A. Retmier, 19, 
died June 18 as a result of wounds suf- 
fered from an enemy rocket attack in 
northern Paktika Province, Afghani- 
stan. Hospitalman Retmier was as- 
signed to Provincial Reconstruction 
Team Sharana in Afghanistan. He was 
from Hemet, CA. 

LCpl Andrew Francis Whitacre, 21, 
died June 19 while conducting combat 
operations in Farah Province, Afghani- 
stan. Lance Corporal Whitacre was as- 
signed to 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine 
Regiment, 1st Marine Division, I Ma- 
rine Expeditionary Force, Twentynine 
Palms, CA. 

CPT Eric Daniel Terhune, 34, died 
June 19 while conducting combat oper- 
ations in Farah Province, Afghanistan. 
Captain Terhune was assigned to 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi- 
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA. 

Hospitalman Dustin Kelby Burnett, 
19, died June 20 while conducting com- 
bat operations in Farah Province, Af- 
ghanistan. Hospitalman Burnett was 
assigned to First Marine Division De- 
tachment, Twentynine Palms, CA. 

SGT Matthew E. Mendoza, 24, died 
June 20 while conducting combat oper- 
ations in Helmand Province, Afghani- 
stan. Sergeant Mendoza was assigned 
to 2nd Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 
lst Marine Division, I Marine Expedi- 
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA. 

SGT Ryan J. Connolly, 24, died June 
24 in Khogyani, Afghanistan, of wounds 
suffered when his vehicle struck a sus- 
pected landmine. Sergeant Connolly 
was assigned to the 173га Special 
Troops Battalion, 173rd Airborne Bri- 
gade Combat Team, Bamberg, Ger- 
many. He was from Vacaville, CA. 

SSGT Christopher D. Strickland, 25, 
died June 25, while supporting combat 
operations in Helmand Province, Af- 
ghanistan. Staff Sergeant Strickland 
was assigned to 1st Marine Logistics 
Group, I Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Camp Pendleton, CA. 

SGT James M. Treber, 24, died June 
29 in Khosrow-E Sofla, Afghanistan, 
from injuries sustained when his vehi- 
cle rolled into a canal. Sergeant Treber 
was assigned to 1st Battalion, 7th Spe- 
cial Forces Group, Airborne, Fort 
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Bragg, NC. He was from Imperial 
Beach, CA. 

SGT Israel Garcia, 24, died July 13 in 
Wanat, Afghanistan, of wounds suffered 
when his outpost was attacked by 
small arms fire and rocket propelled 
grenades from enemy forces. Sergeant 
Garcia was assigned to the 2nd Bat- 
talion, 503d Infantry Regiment, Air- 
borne, 178га Airborne Brigade Combat 
Team, Vicenza, Italy. He was from 
Long Beach, CA. 

PFC Ivan I. Wilson, 22, died July 21 
while supporting combat operations in 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Pri- 
vate First Class Wilson was assigned to 
the 2nd Battalion, 7th Marines, 1st Ma- 
rine Division, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Twentynine Palms, CA. He was 
from Clearlake, CA. 

PFC Jair De Jesus Garcia, 29, died 
August 1 in Chowkay Valley, Afghani- 
stan, from wounds sustained when his 
vehicle encountered an improvised ex- 
plosive device. Private First Class Gar- 
cia was assigned to the 6th Squadron, 
4th Cavalry Regiment, 3rd Brigade 
Combat Team, 1st Infantry Division, 
Fort Hood, TX. He was from 
Chatsworth, CA. 

LCpl Jacob J. Toves, 27, died August 
14 while supporting combat operations 
in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. 
Lance Corporal Toves was assigned to 
the 3rd Combat Engineer Battalion, 3rd 
Marine Division, III Marine Expedi- 
tionary Force, Okinawa, Japan. He was 
from Grover Beach, CA. 

SPC Marques I. Knight, 24, died Sep- 
tember 6 in Aliabad, Afghanistan, of 
wounds suffered when he received small 
arms fire while on dismounted patrol. 
Specialist Knight was assigned to the 
lst Battalion, 26th Infantry Regiment, 
3rd Brigade Combat Team, 1st Infantry 
Division, Fort Hood, TX. He was from 
San Juan Capistrano, CA. 

SGT Jerome C. Bell Jr., 29, died Sep- 
tember 19 while supporting combat op- 
erations in Farah Province, Afghani- 
Stan. Sergeant Bell was assigned to 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi- 
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA. 

CPT Bruno G. Desolenni, 32, died 
September 20 in Kandahar, Afghani- 
stan, of wounds sustained when an im- 
provised explosive device detonated 
near his vehicle. Captain Desolenni was 
assigned to the Joint Forces Head- 
quarters, Element Training Team, Or- 
egon Army National Guard. He was 
from Crescent City, CA. 

Cpl Jason A. Karella, 20, died October 
9 while supporting combat operations 
in Farah Province, Afghanistan. Cor- 
poral Karella was assigned to the 2nd 
Battalion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi- 
tionary Force, Twentynine Palms, CA. 

SGT Federico G. Borjas, 38, died Oc- 
tober 16 in Bermel District Center, Af- 
ghanistan, of wounds suffered from 
small arms fire during a dismounted 
patrol. Sergeant Borjas was assigned to 
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416th Civil Affairs Battalion, 351st Civil 
Affairs Command, San Diego, CA. He 
was from San Diego, CA. 

LCpl San Sim, 28, died October 22 
while supporting combat operations in 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Lance 
Corporal Sim was assigned to 1st Bat- 
talion, 7th Marines, 1st Marine Divi- 
sion, I Marine Expeditionary Force, 
Twentynine Palms, CA. He was from 
Santa Ana, CA. 

Cpl Adrian Robles, 21, died October 22 
while supporting combat operations in 
Helmand Province, Afghanistan. Cor- 
poral Robles was assigned to 2nd Bat- 
talion, 7th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma- 
rine Division, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Twentynine Palms, CA. 

1LT Trevor J. Yurista, 32, died Octo- 
ber 27 while supporting combat oper- 
ations in Helmand Province, Afghani- 
stan. First Lieutenant Yurista was as- 
signed to 5th Marine Regiment, 1st Ma- 
rine Division, I Marine Expeditionary 
Force, Camp Pendleton, CA. 

STAFF SERGEANT TIMOTHY H. WALKER 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, it is 
with а heavy heart that I rise today to 
honor the life and heroic service of 
SSG Timothy H. Walker. Staff Ser- 
geant Walker, a member of the 4th In- 
fantry Division at Fort Carson, was 
killed in Sadr City, Iraq on November 
8, 2008, when an improvised explosive 
device detonated near his vehicle. He 
was 38 years old. 

A native of Tennessee, Staff Sergeant 
Walker joined the Army in 1990. He 
Served in Bosnia from 1999 to 2000, Ku- 
wait in 2001, and also served two tours 
of duty in support of Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. During his most recent de- 
ployment, Staff Sergeant Walker, a 
combat medic himself, was actively in- 
volved in training Iraqis to treat com- 
bat wounds on the battlefield, and he 
served as the medical material coordi- 
nator for the Iraqi Security Forces lo- 
gistics coordination team, which teach- 
es Iraqi police officers and soldiers how 
to track and receive medical supplies. 

Throughout his 18 years of service, 
and in every capacity, Staff Sergeant 
Walker distinguished himself through 
his courage, his dedication to duty, and 
his willingness to take on any chal- 
lenge—no matter how dangerous, no 
matter how big or small. His extraor- 
dinary bravery and talent earned him 
more than 20 awards and medals, in- 
cluding the Purple Heart, the Bronze 
Star, and the Meritorious Service 
Medal. 

Staff Sergeant Walker is remembered 
by those who knew him as a consum- 
mate professional and friend who they 
could turn to in times of need, and who 
they could always count on to raise 
their spirits in times of sadness. They 
recall his knack for giving people nick- 
names, and the infectiousness of his 
laughter. And, most of all, they re- 
member his devotion to his wife and 
children, and to his country. 

The Greek historian Thucydides 
wrote that ‘‘the bravest are surely 
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those who have the clearest vision of 
what is before them, glory and danger 
alike, and yet notwithstanding, go out 
to meet it." Throughout our Nation's 
history, the bravest have gone out to 
meet every danger that has imperiled 
our way of life. They stormed the 
beaches of Normandy and Iwo Jima 
facing long odds, and now, in 2008, they 
traverse the mountains of Afghanistan 
and navigate the cities of Iraq under 
constant threat of insurgent attacks. 
The bravest have kept us safe and 
strong. They will always make us 
proud. 

Staff Sergeant Walker's service was 
in keeping with this American tradi- 
tion. At substantial personal risk, he 
braved the chaos of combat zones 
throughout the world to attend to the 
injuries of his men. And though their 
fate on the battlefield was uncertain, 
his men knew that, in Staff Sergeant 
Walker, they were in good hands. For 
the lives he saved, and for the lives he 
touched, Staff Sergeant Walker will be 
forever remembered as one of the brav- 
est. 

То Staff Sergeant Walker's mother 
Barbara, his father Wayne, his wife 
Dawn, his children Gregory and Madi- 
son, his sister Shelly, and all his 
friends and family, I cannot imagine 
the sorrow you must be feeling. I hope 
that, in time, the pain of your loss is 
assuaged by your pride in Tim's service 
to his country and by your knowledge 
that his country will never forget him. 
We are humbled by his service and his 
Sacrifice. 

SERGEANT JON L. STILES 

Mr. President, it is with a heavy 
heart that I rise today to honor the life 
and heroic service of Sergeant Jon L. 
Stiles. Sergeant Stiles, assigned to the 
927th Engineer Company, 769th Engi- 
neer Battalion, was killed on November 
18, 2008, when an improvised explosive 
device detonated near his patrol in 
Shubhuyan, Afghanistan. He was 38 
years old. 

Sergeant Stiles grew up in Highlands 
Ranch, CO, and after graduating from 
high school, spent nearly 18 years in 
the U.S. Marine Corps and 2 years in 
the Army. Two years following his dis- 
charge, he moved back to Colorado, 
joined the Colorado National Guard, 
and was deployed to Afghanistan, 
where he worked to clear transpor- 
tation routes of IEDs and insurgents in 
support of Operation Enduring Free- 
dom. 

This past October, Sergeant Stiles 
saved the lives of three fellow soldiers 
when he rescued them from underneath 
a burning vehicle that was struck by a 
suicide bomber, an act of incredible 
bravery that earned him the Bronze 
Star. He suffered serious damage to his 
lungs and vocal chords as a result of 
this incident, but instead of taking 
medical leave, he insisted on returning 
to battle. He believed strongly in our 
mission in Afghanistan, cared deeply 
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for his men, and wanted to make a dif- 
ference. 

Sergeant Stiles’ friends and family 
remember him as a soldier's soldier 
with a passion for military service in 
his DNA. He was an avid outdoorsman 
known to brave sub-zero temperatures 
to get in a day of fishing. He was gen- 
erous with hugs and incredibly loyal to 
his friends. He was a loving husband 
who wanted to live peacefully with his 
wife in the mountains of Colorado. And 
he was a proud American willing to 
sacrifice everything in defense of the 
country he held dear. 

Adlai Stevenson once asked, ‘‘what 
do we mean by patriotism in the con- 
text of our times? I venture to suggest 
that what we mean is a sense of na- 
tional responsibility ...a patriotism 
which is not short, frenzied outbursts 
of emotion, but the tranquil and steady 
dedication of a lifetime." Sergeant 
Stiles felt this sense of responsibility 
at a young age and served with the 
Steady dedication that reminds us of 
what it is to be à true patriot. In his 
memory, and with his inspiration, may 
we all continue to work to make our 
union more perfect, and our world safer 
for all. 

То Sergeant Stiles mother Linda, 
his father Lynn, his wife Launa, his 
Sister Natalie, his brother Charles, his 
grandparents Maxine and Kenney, and 
all his friends and family, I cannot 
imagine the sorrow you must be feel- 
ing. I hope that, in time, the pain of 
your loss is assuaged by your pride in 
Jon's service to his country and by 
your knowledge that his country will 
never forget him. We are humbled by 
his service and his sacrifice. 

SERGEANT JAMES CLAY 

Mr. PRYOR. Mr. President, Arkansas 
is grieving for a young hero, à coura- 
geous soldier who was serving in Iraq 
as a member of the 224th Maintenance 
Company. This team keeps our troops 
safe and their equipment and vehicles 
running. It is a mission paramount to 
our soldiers’ success. 

A member of the National Guard for 
almost 7 years, Sergeant James Clay of 
Mountain Home, AR, showed great 
commitment and patriotism through- 
out his assignment with the 2nd Bat- 
talion, 158rd Infantry Regiment, 39th 
Brigade Combat team. Of his service, 
MG William Wofford, adjutant general 
of the Arkansas National Guard re- 
calls, “Не was called to serve, and he 
answered that call with valiant service. 
He was a true patriot and will not soon 
be forgotten." 

Sergeant Clay's untimely death has 
brought me to the Senate floor today, 
but I want to take a minute to honor 
his life. He overcame major obstacles 
in his personal life, including the death 
of his father, yet he graduated from 
Cotter High School in 2002 where teach- 
ers describe him as outstanding, con- 
siderate, and spirited. Friends remem- 
ber Sergeant Clay as a role model who 
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persevered with dignity and humanity. 
Everyone who knew this young hero re- 
called his great smile and his compas- 
sion for others. It is no surprise that he 
died fighting for the peace and security 
of others. 


My prayers go out to Sergeant Clay’s 
family and friends, particularly his 
high school sweetheart and wife, 
Mellissa Clay. During his second Inau- 
gural Address, Abraham Lincoln 
pledged, “Чо care for him who shall 
have borne the battle and for his widow 
and his orphans." Mrs. Clay, we will 
never forget the sacrifice of your loved 
one, and we work to honor his memory, 
courage, and service to our great Na- 
tion. 


CORPORAL ADRIAN ROBLES 


Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I rise today to honor Marine Cpl 
Adrian Robles, who was killed in ac- 
tion in Afghanistan on October 22, 2008. 


Corporal Robles, who was a native of 
Scottsbluff, NE, was assigned to the 
Second Battalion, 7th Regiment, 1st 
Marine Division, I Marine Expedi- 
tionary Force, based at Twentynine 
Palms, CA. He had worked his whole 
life to become a marine. At age 16, Cor- 
poral Robles told his parents about his 
plans to enlist and, at 17, asked that 
they sign forms which would allow him 
to join before his 18th birthday. His 
parents told him to wait, so he finished 
high school and then enlisted imme- 
diately. 


Corporal Robles had previously 
served in Operation Iraqi Freedom in 
2006, and was on a tour serving in Af- 
ghanistan at the time of his death. Cor- 
poral Robles received three good con- 
duct medals—an unusual achievement 
for such à young marine—as well as 
medals for his service in Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan. He served as a rifleman, the 
backbone of the Marine Corps. Origi- 
nally deployed to help train Afghan 
Army recruits, his unit’s mission 
changed as the security situation dete- 
riorated; and Corporal. Robles was ‘‘in 
the fight” right to the end. 


Fully aware of the dangers he faced, 
Corporal Robles made the courageous 
choice to serve his country and help 
the people of Iraq and Afghanistan 
achieve peace and security. He made 
the ultimate sacrifice so that others 
might enjoy the freedoms he had 
known all his life. 


Corporal Robles represents all that 
we have to be proud of in our Armed 
Forces. I commend his bravery and 
Selflessness while offering my deepest 
condolences to the family members he 
left behind. It is small comfort for 
those who must now go on without one 
they loved so dearly, but they know 
that Corporal Robles gave his life for a 
noble goal. I join all Nebraskans—in- 
deed, all Americans—in mourning the 
loss of such a fine young man. 
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TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


GORDON SMITH 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President. I thank 
you for the opportunity today to pay 
tribute to à very special man, caring 
husband and father, and great Senator 
GORDON SMITH. 

Sadly, he will be leaving this august 
body soon and returning to private life. 
The United States Senate will be losing 
а great leader, а man of high integrity, 
and a true statesman. 

GORDON joined the United States 
Senate in January 1997, after winning 
an election as a rural conservative in à 
State defined by à more liberal land- 
scape. After his election, Senator 
SMITH quickly made his mark as some- 
one both sides of the aisle could work 
with for the good of his State and our 
Nation. He displayed the characteris- 
tics of what I believe makes a truly 
great Senator—someone who is willing 
to roll up his sleeves and battle for 
what he believes is right. 

His commitment to Oregon was ex- 
emplary. He focused on issues that 
were critical to the citizens of his 
State including education, health care, 
natural resources, and bridging the 
rural-urban divide. Along the way he 
displayed a true independent streak, 
bucking his party when he believed he 
needed to go a different direction for 
the good of those he represented. 

Senator SMITH’s leadership and abili- 
ties were greatly appreciated by the 
committee members he served with, 
and the positions he was asked to as- 
sume. As chairman of the Senate Spe- 
cial Committee on Aging he presided 
over critical issues facing our Nation's 
aging population. In addition, he made 
tremendous contributions to four addi- 
tional committees: Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation; Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources; Indian Affairs; and the 
Finance Committee. 

He was also selected four times by 
the leadership of our party to become 
the Deputy Whip, an important posi- 
tion we could all look to for guidance 
and support. 

I had the distinct pleasure of trav- 
eling with Senator SMITH on two occa- 
sions to Iraq to assess the situation 
first-hand, visit with the troops, and 
become more intimately familiar with 
the challenges facing our country over- 
Seas. We shared a genuine interest and 
concern in the events taking place in 
that country, and I will forever be 
grateful to Senator SMITH for taking 
that journey with me. 

Before joining the Senate, GORDON 
made his mark in the business world— 
assuming the helm of his family's fro- 
zen vegetable processing company. His 
strength and commitment steered this 
company to new success, and estab- 
lished himself as à business leader with 
qualities to emulate. 

You can't talk about GORDON SMITH 
without talking about the love he has 
for people, especially his wonderful 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


family. GORDON and his wife Sharon 
have raised three wonderful children: 
Brittany, Garrett, and Morgan. Even 
while meeting the demands of his job, 
you always knew his thoughts and ac- 
tions centered on home. 

During his second term in office, 
GORDON and Sharon had to face а trag- 
edy almost impossible to bear. Their 
son, Garrett, lost his battle with de- 
pression and grief. As I watched this 
deeply grieving father, I was so power- 
fully reminded that life isn't always 
about what happens in the walls of the 
United States Capitol but it is about 
our families, our friends, and the love 
we share with those closest to our 
souls. 

Senator SMITH didn’t just let his 
grief consume him—he took action. 
Perhaps his proudest accomplishment 
in Senate service would be the passing 
of a suicide prevention law, named 
after his son. This law passed unani- 
mously and has made a real difference 
in programs across the country that 
are designed to help those in critical 
emotional need. 

I am truly grateful that I have had 
the opportunity to serve with this 
great man for 12 years. In a town where 
true friendships can be rare, I have 
been blessed to find a true friend in 
GORDON SMITH. Although we didn’t al- 
ways agree, our deepest fundamental 
beliefs were shaped in the same bed- 
rock of less government, opportunities 
for all, and integrity in public service. 

I always knew that whether in times 
of trouble or success, I had found a true 
comrade in service, someone I could 
trust to do what is right and hold fast 
to the notion of public service for the 
people. 

Robert Louis Stevenson stated, ‘‘We 
are all travelers in the wilderness of 
this world, and the best we can find in 
our travels is an honest friend." QOR- 
DON has been just that friend to me. 

I will miss working alongside this 
great Senator, and true American. 
However, I know that throughout his 
life he will continue to work for the 
good of others in whatever endeavors 
he chooses to follow. I want to wish 
GORDON and his wife Sharon and their 
children many years of continued suc- 
cess, happiness and peace as they trav- 
el life’s path together. Thank you for 
the opportunity to honor this extraor- 
dinary man. 

JOHN WARNER 

Mr. President, I wish to speak today 
in honor of my good friend, the senior 
Senator from Virginia. As you know, 
Senator WARNER is retiring at the con- 
clusion of this the 110th Congress, and 
I wanted to take a moment to express 
my appreciation for his friendship and 
his years of public service. 

Senator WARNER’s retirement marks 
the end of a career in the service of the 
United States that has spanned more 
than 6 decades. JOHN, having been born 
in 1927 and raised right here in Wash- 
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ington, DC, enlisted in the Navy during 
World War II in January 1945. After the 
conclusion of the war, he left the mili- 
tary to pursue a legal education at the 
University of Virginia, only to rejoin 
the Navy, this time with the Marines, 
to serve in the Korean War. 

In 1953, he finished his legal studies 
while still serving in the Marine Corps 
Reserves and spent the next 7 years as 
а government attorney, first as а clerk 
for а U.S. appeals court judge, then as 
an assistant U.S. attorney. Senator 
WARNER left the public sector in 1960 to 
pursue а career in private legal prac- 
tice, though it would not be long until 
he was called into service again. 

In 1969, he was appointed by Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon to serve as the 
Under Secretary of the Navy. Just over 
3 years later, he succeeded John H. 
Chafee as the Secretary of the Navy. 
This, of course, was a unique era in the 
history of U.S. diplomacy and, as Naval 
Secretary, JOHN was involved in a num- 
ber of diplomatic efforts involving the 
Soviet Union, most notably the Sea 
Executive Agreement. 

JOHN'S political career began in 1978 
when he was elected to represent the 
State of Virginia in the Senate. He is 
the second longest serving Senator in 
Virginia's history and, by a margin of 
many years, the longest serving Repub- 
lican from the State. Of course, JOHN 
and I have crossed paths many times 
during our years in the Senate. We 
Served together on the HELP Com- 
mittee and the Select Committee on 
Intelligence. But, for me, one of the 
most memorable times I shared with 
JOHN took place outside the Halls of 
the Senate. 

During the August recess of 1985, my 
Son Jess and I were joined by JOHN and 
his son on a fishing and boating trip in 
Utah. During one day of the trip, after 
returning from a hike, I was surprised 
to see à ghostly-looking creature sit- 
ting in our campsite. As it turned out, 
JOHN and some of the others had 
formed a mud hole down near the river, 
and he had been diving in and out of it. 
By the time I had returned to the 
campsite, JOHN was covered head to toe 
in pumice mud. Apparently, the mud 
was good for the skin, but at the time 
I was unaware of this fact. 

On the last day of the trip, JOHN and 
I were fishing on Lake Powell and I 
was lucky enough to catch an 8 pound 
60 striped bass. He was impressed with 
my catch and he asked if he could keep 
it, apparently he wanted it as а trophy. 
That evening, we flew up north to an 
event in Deer Valley, UT, but because 
we didn't have time to change after the 
flight, we showed up in our fishing 
clothes. JOHN strode into the fancy ski 
lodge to meet the shirt-and-tied crowd 
Sporting his jeans and carrying my fish 
around with him! Though I can't be 
certain, it sure seemed like he was 
proud of it. 
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But, seriously, Mr. President, Sen- 
ator WARNER will always be remem- 
bered for his even-tempered nature and 
for his work on behalf of our men and 
women in the military. He has never 
been one to follow the crowd for par- 
tisanship's sake, always choosing to 
follow his own conscience. I must 
admit that, over the years, JOHN and I 
have found ourselves in disagreement 
over issues that I believed to be of vital 
importance. But he was always one to 
respect the views of his colleagues in 
either party, even if he went a different 
way in the end. 

I wish JOHN and his wife Jeanne the 
best of luck in all their future endeav- 
ors. I think I speak for all my Senate 
colleagues when I say that the Senate 
will be à lesser place without JOHN in 
it. 

ELIZABETH DOLE 

Mr. President, I wish to speak today 
regarding Senator ELIZABETH DOLE, 
who will be departing from the United 
States Senate. I have known Senator 
DOLE well and I am sure I am joined by 
many of my colleagues in saying that 
She will be missed. 

Senator DOLE has shown her enthu- 
siasm and commitment firsthand 
through her vast contributions over 
the last 6 years. Her true courage is the 
powerful force behind her remarkable 
public service career. Most important, 
Senator DOLE can conceive and articu- 
late goals that lift people and unite 
them in the pursuit of objectives wor- 
thy of their best efforts. 

As we look back on the challenges of 
our economy, Senator DOLE has be- 
come a robust leader in helping our 
country focus оп creating jobs, 
strengthening national security, im- 
proving education, and making quality 
health care more affordable and acces- 
sible. Her initial determination was 
demonstrated as she graduated from 
Duke University and Harvard Law 
School, then entering her public career 
by serving under multiple U.S. Presi- 
dents, including Ronald Regan and 
George H.W. Bush. Throughout her ca- 
reer, she served as Secretary of Trans- 
portation, Secretary of Labor, and 
head of the American Red Cross. She 
continued her public service by bring- 
ing her zeal to the Senate as the first 
female U.S. Senator from North Caro- 
lina. 

As a fellow Senator, ELIZABETH dis- 
plays qualities of a true southern belle. 
She is a powerful role model. Her ef- 
forts to make North Carolina and 
America safer, stronger, and healthier 
have not gone unnoticed. Most impor- 
tantly, she has played a key role in 
serving on the Senate Armed Services, 
Banking, Small Business and Aging 
Committees. 

Mr. President, I extend my deepest 
gratitude to Senator DOLE. I can say, 
without reservation, that she is a dedi- 
cated public servant and friend. 
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JOHN SUNUNU 

Mr. President, I rise to speak today 
regarding the departure of my es- 
teemed colleague from New Hampshire, 
Senator JOHN SUNUNU. I have known 
Senator SUNUNU and his family for 
many years now, and I have worked 
closely with Senator SUNUNU since he 
first joined Congress in 1996 in the 
House of Representatives and then in 
the Senate since 2002. Today, I am sure 
that I am joined by many of my col- 
leagues in saying that his service, his 
thoughtfulness, and his friendship in 
this institution will be missed. 

Often referred to as one of the smart- 
est people in Congress, Senator SUNUNU 
earned bachelor of science and master 
of science degrees in mechanical engi- 
neering from the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology (MIT). Setting the 
bar even higher, he also went on to 
earn a Master of Business Administra- 
tion from Harvard University. Armed 
with that kind of education, it would 
have been easy for Senator SUNUNU to 
spend the rest of his days on a career 
track that would have compensated 
him and his family in ways that most 
of us only dream about. Instead, after 
only a few short years in the private 
sector, Senator SUNUNU chose to put 
his mind to work in Congress at solv- 
ing some of the most pressing problems 
and issues of our day. It is for that 
dedication of service to his country to 
which I pay tribute today. 

In addition to being one of the smart- 
est people in Congress, Senator SUNUNU 
also holds the well-known title of being 
the youngest Senator currently serving 
in our legislative body. While that feat 
alone is impressive in its own right, I 
also like to think of Senator SUNUNU as 
one of the most thoughtful Senators 
currently serving in the Senate. Spe- 
cifically, Mr. President, I mention Sen- 
ator SUNUNU’s act of friendship and sol- 
idarity in 2005 when he shaved his own 
hair and stood alongside our mutual 
friend, Senator ARLEN SPECTER, as he 
underwent chemotherapy treatment. A 
simple act, indeed, but it is one that 
has not gone unnoticed and it is one 
that illustrates the thoughtfulness of a 
man and a Senator who stood by his 
colleague in a time of great need. It is 
that compassionate thoughtfulness of 
which we will all miss. 

From his thoughtful work on energy 
and climate change legislation to his 
valued friendship while working to- 
gether on the Finance Committee, Sen- 
ator SUNUNU has done a tremendous job 
for the people of New Hampshire and 
our nation. As a colleague, I appreciate 
his instrumental support of the Flag 
Desecration Amendment in 2006. As a 
friend, I convey my highest admiration 
and respect for what he has been able 
to accomplish while here in the Senate. 
It is that spirit of friendship of which 
all of us could always gain a little 
something from. 

I wish Senator SUNUNU and his lovely 
family the best and thank them for the 
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years of service Senator SUNUNU has 
been able to provide to this body as a 
result of their sacrifice. Senator 
SUNUNU’s journey in the U.S. Senate 
would not be complete without their 
support, and I am sure that they will 
all be happy to have their loving hus- 
band and father around the house a lit- 
tle more often. Without hesitation, Mr. 
President, I can say that our loss is 
their gain. To Senator SUNUNU and his 
family, I extend my deepest gratitude 
for the countless hours of service, the 
simple acts of thoughtfulness, and the 
years of friendship they have extended 
to me, my colleagues, and the people of 
the United States. Given Senator 
SUNUNU’s track record, I am certain 
that we will be hearing more about him 
for many years to come. 
WAYNE ALLARD 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, when the 
final gavel brings an end to the current 
session of Congress, my good friend 
WAYNE ALLARD has chosen to retire 
from the U.S. Senate. I know we will 
all miss him and the strong and power- 
ful voice he has been for Colorado and 
the West. His eye for detail and focus 
on the issues that are of such great im- 
portance to his constituents and mine 
will be very difficult to replace. 

WAYNE is quite a remarkable guy. He 
knew at a very young age that he 
wanted to be а veterinarian and so he 
directed all his efforts to pursuing that 
calling. He graduated from Colorado 
State University with a degree in vet- 
erinary medicine and opened a veteri- 
nary practice in Loveland, CO, with his 
wife Joan. 

As he worked at the profession he 
loved he got to know the people of the 
area and the problems they faced every 
day. He wanted to do more than just 
take care of their animals and live- 
Stock, so he started to branch out to à 
career in politics. He knew he could 
find the time for both his practice and 
for politics and the challenge of learn- 
ing something new interested him. 

WAYNE had one great advantage as he 
began—his family's deep Colorado 
roots. WAYNE's great-great-grandfather 
was a trapper and an explorer and he 
was one of the first permanent settlers 
of northern Colorado. His family was 
among the first to move into the area 
and establish a home there. 

WAYNE grew up on the family ranch. 
He learned at an early age the impor- 
tance of a hard day's work and of al- 
ways doing your best. His days were 
spent baling hay and helping out with 
whatever needed to be done around the 
ranch from dawn to dusk. Life on the 
ranch taught him a lot and instilled in 
him the values and principles that have 
Served him well throughout his life and 
his political career. 

WAYNE is à strong believer in the 
idea of а citizen-politician. He believes 
that the more experience we have in 
the workforce, the better we are able 
to find legislative solutions to address 
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the problems faced by families across 
the Nation. 

That philosophy guided WAYNE's ef- 
forts in the House and helped him win 
his present seat in the Senate in 1997. 
That was the same year that I came to 
Washington and WAYNE was one of the 
first people I met. Our shared commit- 
ment to the people of the West made us 
natural allies. 

It was soon after we were sworn in as 
freshman Senators that WAYNE told me 
about his plans to hold an annual con- 
ference to get his constituents more in- 
volved in the day-to-day operations of 
the Government. His dream took shape 
as the Allard Capital Conference. This 
annual event gives those who attend an 
opportunity to learn more about how 
their Government works, and to share 
their good ideas about how to change 
things. When it is over, it sends all 
those who attend back home to Colo- 
rado with a hefty dose of encourage- 
ment to continue the dialogue they 
began here. It has been a great success 
and WAYNE has been able to attract 
many of Washington's leaders to par- 
ticipate along with an impressive list 
of Senators from both sides of the 
aisle. 

History will show that WAYNE has 
been so successful in the Senate be- 
cause he is committed to getting 
things done—and not in making sure 
he gets the credit. It is another philos- 
ophy we share. You can get just about 
anything done if you don't care who 
gets the credit for it. WAYNE has been 
a workhorse more than а showhorse 
and that has always pleased his con- 
stituents. 

Over the years, WAYNE’s commitment 
to fiscal sanity has been so strong and 
So compelling that it drove him to give 
up his seats on the Armed Services and 
Environmental and Public Works Com- 
mittees to join the Appropriations 
Committee. From there he took the 
reins of the Legislative Branch Sub- 
committee and began the difficult and 
demanding task of overseeing the con- 
struction of the Capitol Visitor Center. 
Up till then, the project had been the 
center of а lot of attention because 
there were so many oost overruns, 
delays in its construction, and ques- 
tions about how the project was being 
managed. WAYNE brought some sanity 
to the process. He started checking in 
on the work being done on a regular 
basis and his oversight brought а much 
needed sense of accountability to the 
project which is now about to open its 
doors to the people who come to visit 
our Nation's Capitol every year. In the 
years to come, the Capitol Visitor Cen- 
ter will be part of the legacy of 
WAYNE's service to the people of our 
Nation. 

There is another area of achievement 
that WAYNE is probably more proud 
of—and that is his work on the Great 
Sand Dunes National Park, his success- 
ful effort to convert Rocky Flats, 
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which was formerly a nuclear weapons 
facility, to а national wildlife refuge, 
and his determination to protect and 
preserve the area around the Rio 
Grande River. All these projects were 
important to him because they enabled 
him to make a difference back home in 
Colorado. 

Now that his Washington years are 
drawing to à close, WAYNE would be the 
first to give a lion’s share of the credit 
for all he has accomplished to his wife 
Joan. She was there from the start, 
working alongside him in his veteri- 
nary clinic and she is still by his side, 
the most important part of his work in 
the Senate. They have long been a re- 
markable team and it can truly be said 
that he and I both overmarried. Joan 
has been his best friend, his most trust- 
ed adviser, and his wisest political ad- 
viser and counselor. 

Now they will return to Colorado and 
to the life that they love. I don’t know 
what WAYNE’s plans are for the future, 
but I hope and expect I will continue to 
hear from him whenever he thinks that 
we just aren’t getting it right when it 
comes to the budget, the environment, 
or any of the other issues that have 
driven him during his service in the 
Senate. Whatever he decides to do, I 
know we will continue to hear from 
him and that is something that can 
only continue to serve us all well. 
WAYNE is a special guy who loves Colo- 
rado and his country and he has dedi- 
cated his life to making them better 
places for us and for future generations 
to live. He can retire secure in the 
knowledge that he has succeeded be- 
cause he cared enough to serve. 

Thank you, WAYNE, for your heart- 
felt commitment to Colorado and the 
Nation, for your willingness to serve 
the people in the Senate and most of 
all, thank you for your friendship. 
Diana joins in sending all the best for 
а continued rich and rewarding life to 
you and Joan. And WAYNE, for me, 
please keep track of and share the good 
fishing spots. I know most of them will 
be in Wyoming. 

LARRY CRAIG 

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, I appreciate 
having this opportunity to wish LARRY 
CRAIG all the best as he retires and re- 
turns home to his beloved Idaho. I have 
enjoyed having а chance to work with 
him on issues of concern to the people 
of our States. He has been an impor- 
tant part of the work we have done on 
many of the issues that have come to 
the floor of the Senate and he will be 
difficult to replace. 

Ever since he first arrived in the Sen- 
ate, LARRY has been a champion for the 
West and a strong and powerful voice 
on the issues that concern the people of 
Wyoming and Idaho. His dedication to 
making his home State a better place 
to live and his determination to make 
а difference in the Nation through his 
service in the Senate has made him a 
force to be reckoned with for many 
years. 
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LARRY has long Idaho roots that date 
back to his family's arrival in Idaho 
more than а century ago. He was born 
on the family ranch that his grand- 
father had homesteaded back in 1899. 
The ranch has been the proud home of 
the Craig family ever since. 

Sometime during the days when 
LARRY was a young man growing up in 
Idaho, he was bitten by the political 
bug. It got him started on the path to- 
ward what would be а career of public 
service. Then, in 1974, LARRY was elect- 
ed to the Idaho State Senate. It set 
him on а path that would take him to 
the United States Senate. 

Because of his background as a 
rancher and a farmer, LARRY knows the 
importance of the land and the need for 
us to be good stewards of all the re- 
Sources under our control. After all, as 
we have heard so very often, when it 
comes to the land, they aren't making 
any more of it. That is why LARRY has 
always been determined to ensure that 
Idaho's natural treasures were well 
taken care of. It is not an exaggeration 
to say that LARRY has been the guard- 
ian at the gate to ensure the Federal 
Government didn't overstep its bound- 
aries and overregulate the land in 
Idaho during his watch. 

His commitment to the land and to 
the people of Idaho who rely on it for 
their livelihood particularly showed 
itself during his service on the Energy 
and Natural Resources Committee. He 
took full advantage of the opportunity 
to work against any effort that would 
adversely affect the ability of the peo- 
ple of Idaho to make good use of their 
State's land. Also on his agenda was 
the Endangered Species Act and the 
problems that had come with its appli- 
cation. It was а fight LARRY was deter- 
mined to win and he did more than just 
express his concern. He rolled up his 
Sleeves and got to work. The new law 
he helped to write is not only more ef- 
fective, but it is also designed to mini- 
mize its impact on property rights, em- 
ployment and our State and local 
economies. 

In the years to come I will most re- 
member LARRY for his ability to 
present his case with power and emo- 
tion whenever he would speak in com- 
mittee or on the floor. LARRY’s speak- 
ing and his debating skills are second 
to none. He has been called one of the 
most influential of all the western Sen- 
ators and his conservative style has 
proven to be one of his greatest 
strengths. 

LARRY is probably best known for his 
work on immigration and his support 
for the ability of seasonal workers to 
come to the United States to work on 
our farms. He knows the importance of 
developing solutions to tough problems 
like immigration that do not hurt 
State economies or make life harder 
for our family farms and ranches. 

The habits that he learned on the 
family ranch have been with him his 
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entire life and that is why you will 
usually find him hard at work in his 
garden. It is his favorite activity when 
he is away from his office and it is one 
he can share with his grandchildren. As 
the grandfather of three children my- 
self, I can identify with his interest 
and the time he sets aside to be with 
his eight grandchildren. 

Speaking of his favorite hobby, he 
once said, “Му wife knows she's not a 
golf widow or a skiing or a hunting 
widow. She's a gardening widow." 
LARRY is also а tremendous artist. His 
"works" are widely prized and col- 
lected. 

LARRY, I will be sorry to see you and 
Suzanne leave, saddlebags flapping in 
the wind as you ride off into the sun- 
set. Now there will be time for all the 
things you have been putting off for 
some day, for now there will be plenty 
of some days for you to share with Su- 
zanne. Diana and I wish you all the 
best in whatever you choose to do in 
the coming years. As we have found, 
the end of one great adventure is only 
the beginning of the next. So it will be 
for you. Good luck and God bless. 

PETE DOMENICI 

Mr. President, it is always a bitter- 
sweet moment in time for me when we 
come to the close of a session of Con- 
gress. As the clock counts down the 
final hours of our legislative activities, 
it also signals the day when several of 
our colleagues will be retiring and end- 
ing their service in the United States 
Senate. When the current session ends, 
one of my good friends and great allies 
in the Senate will be returning home to 
his beloved New Mexico. He is Senator 
PETE DOMENICI and I know we will all 
miss him and his powerful presence in 
the Senate. 

In the months to come, PETE may no 
longer be serving with us, but he will 
not be forgotten. He has left his mark 
on the Senate and on us all in too 
many ways for us not to remember him 
and how hard he has been working for 
the people of New Mexico, the West, 
and the Nation over the years. Every 
day he came to the Senate he was fo- 
cused on what he could do today to 
make our tomorrows better for us all. 
The leadership he provided on so many 
issues will be very difficult to replace. 

PETE began his career right out of 
college when he was deemed to be a 
good enough pitcher to be signed by a 
Brooklyn Dodgers farm team. It was a 
good life, but it wasn’t the one for 
PETE. He decided after the season was 
over that baseball wasn’t what he 
wanted to do and so he decided instead 
to do a different kind of pitching—to 
the people of the city he lived in. That 
pitch helped launch him on his true 
life’s work—serving the people of his 
State and helping to make New Mexico 
a better place to live. 

When PETE decided to get involved in 
politics his friends told him he was 
making a big mistake. They warned 
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him that it was a tough way to make a 
living and that it would be a rough life. 
Politics is a harsh affair, they told 
him, and they warned him that people 
would attack him and his reputation. 
They wondered why a guy who had 
such great gifts wanted to take on 
what would be a very difficult chal- 
lenge. 

We are very fortunate that PETE 
didn’t take their advice. Instead, he de- 
cided to run for the Senate and to 
bring his case to the people. To no 
one’s surprise they liked what they 
heard and PETE came to Washington 
after the 1972 elections. They have been 
sending him back here with enthu- 
siasm ever since. 

It is not an easy thing to sum up a 
career in the Senate that has spanned 
four decades. That is the mark of an in- 
dividual who has dared to try to 
achieve great things—and succeeded. 
He came to the Senate with a great 
awareness of what needed to be done 
and with a combination of his own 
brand of style and substance he has 
been part of a great effort to make 
those goals a reality. 

Looking over his record in the Sen- 
ate, it shows that PETE has been a key 
player in our work to achieve energy 
independence. Together with his New 
Mexico colleague, JEFF BINGAMAN, 
PETE worked to bring a national en- 
ergy bill that seemed doomed to be 
stalled forever to the floor for a vote 
and on to the President’s desk for his 
signature. PETE was always willing to 
work with any Member, no matter 
their place on the political spectrum, if 
it meant making progress on a key 
issue. That is why I would sum up 
PETE’S career in one word—success. 
PETE has a knack of finding a way to 
make things happen and we have all 
benefited from his abilities. 

For my part, I also worked with him 
on the Mental Health Parity bill. For 
too long the provisions of our health 
care system provided unequally for 
physical health and mental health 
problems. PETE knew that was unfair, 
and he was determined to do something 
about it. Working together with me 
and the chairman of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Health, Education, Labor 
and Pensions, Senator EDWARD KEN- 
NEDY, PETE was able to help bring a bill 
to the floor that required health insur- 
ance plans that offer mental health 
coverage to provide it on an equal level 
with that afforded to physical illnesses. 
It is a major change in health care cov- 
erage that will make life better for 
millions and millions of Americans. It 
is a major accomplishment and it will 
serve as a special part of his legacy of 
achievements in the Senate. 

In the months to come we will also 
miss PETE’s leadership and his wise 
counsel as we continue to work on the 
economic problems facing the Nation. 
PETE is an expert on budget issues and 
he has served as our Budget Committee 
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chairman. As I have served alongside 
him over the years, I have appreciated 
having the opportunity to observe him 
in action and work with him on meas- 
ures of concern to us both. He has been 
a tireless worker in the effort to bring 
the Nation’s expense account to a bien- 
nial budget. He has also fought long 
and hard to try to put a rein on run- 
away Federal spending. He was willing 
to do whatever was necessary to reach 
an agreement that would balance the 
budget. He got that done by once again 
working with Members of both sides of 
the aisle and a Democrat administra- 
tion. That was just like him. If there 
was a way to get something done, PETE 
usually found it, and the new way he 
helped develop usually got the bill 
passed and signed into law. 

For me and for most of us, what I 
will most remember is PETE’s person- 
ality and his great warmth. He is a 
genuine good guy who is very down to 
Earth. He is a gentle man and a gen- 
tleman in every sense of the word. He 
is a man of great faith who believes 
that public service is the rent we pay 
for the space we occupy on God’s green 
Earth. Simply put, he is the kind of 
person you would want to have for a 
friend. That is why so many of us 
treasure his friendship. He is loyal and 
close to other Members and to all his 
staff. He treats his staff like Members 
of his extended family and not like 
staff. I think that is why they work so 
hard for him. They love him like a fa- 
ther because he treats them, as he 
treats everyone he knows, with kind- 
ness and respect. 

I would be remiss if I didn't mention 
his wife, Nancy. She has been a pillar 
of strength and a source of great sup- 
port and encouragement to him in his 
life. I like to say that PETE and I both 
overmarried. She has been an essential 
member of his team since they met and 
I know he would say that whatever suc- 
cess has come to him in his life he owes 
in great degree to her influence. She is 
his greatest friend, his wisest counselor 
and his closest confidante. Together 
they have done à tremendous job for 
the people of New Mexico and the influ- 
ence they have had on it can be seen 
from one corner of the State to the 
other. She has been а partner in the 
fight for mental health parity. 

The story is told that when PETE was 
accepted into law school his father 
made him a deal. I will finance your 
law school education, he told him, but 
only if you agree to my terms. If you 
do well, I will be proud to pay your 
way. If you bring home an “F” I will 
expect to be repaid. 

Well, my friend, as you return home, 
your father would be very proud of the 
report card you will take with you 
from the Senate and from the people of 
New Mexico. You have done a great job 
and everything you have done in your 
life and in your career you have done 
very well. You take with us our great 
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praise and an “А” from us all for ef- 
fort, for the work you have done and 
for the results you have achieved. God 
bless and be with you, PETE and Nancy. 
I know we will all miss you and think 
of you often. Make sure you leave your 
number with us for I know we will be 
reaching out to you for your advice and 
thoughtful suggestions in the days to 
come. That is one thing that will never 
change. 
JOHN WARNER 

Mr. President, I appreciate having 
this opportunity to join with my col- 
leagues in wishing JOHN WARNER all 
the best as he retires from the United 
States Senate after 30 years of service 
to the people of Virginia. JOHN has had 
a long and distinguished career and he 
will be greatly missed. 

Like so many of us, JOHN’s early 
years had a great influence on his life 
and helped to shape his character and 
mold his destiny. JOHN's father was а 
surgeon and he saw to it that JOHN'S 
education began at an early age and in- 
cluded samples of just about every- 
thing there was to learn. JOHN was 
Soon picking up on a course of study 
that included math, music, science, 
Latin and much, much more. 

During those early years, JOHN felt 
the call to serve his country, so he 
joined the Navy when he was 17 years 
old so he could be part of our Nation's 
heroic effort in World War II. He then 
joined the Marines in 1950 to be part of 
our forces fighting the Korean war. 

JOHN's service in our Armed Forces 
and his tenure as our Secretary of the 
Navy has made him one of the Senate’s 
strongest and most knowledgeable 
voices on the use of our Nation’s mili- 
tary. He has been one of the Congress’ 
most respected and most sought after 
experts on our actions in Iraq, the war 
against terrorism, and our efforts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. His experience 
has also made him a leader in the Sen- 
ate’s oversight on defense spending. 

Through the years, JOHN has been an 
important part of the debate on global 
warming. His concern about the issue 
and the future of our Nation led him to 
ask us for our good ideas and common 
sense proposals, regardless of our party 
affiliation, in an effort to reach a con- 
sensus on the issue that would ulti- 
mately lead us to a workable solution. 

There are two important reasons why 
JOHN has been such a tireless worker 
on this and other similar issues. JOHN 
shares my love of the great outdoors 
and all that it has to offer. He enjoys 
taking time from his busy schedule to 
hunt and fish with his grandchildren. 
He remembers the days he spent with 
his father taking part in those great 
activities and he wants to give his 
grandchildren the same gift. So do I. I 
think that shows JOHN WARNER has a 
streak of Wyoming in him and has 
fished there. 

In the years that I have served with 
JOHN I have always been impressed 
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with his unique style and his ability to 
present his positions on the issues with 
great power and force. JOHN has always 
been one to reach out to members on 
both sides of the aisle, and his ability 
to bring us together on the issues has 
helped us to develop answers to prob- 
lems that seemed to elude us. I don’t 
think anyone has a better grasp of the 
importance of finding a third way to do 
things than JOHN. He knows that there 
are always three ways of beginning our 
work on the issues. The first two lead 
to gridlock as they are the extreme po- 
sitions on the issue. The third way is 
closer to the middle and has elements 
in it that everyone can agree on. That 
is usually what gets things done. 

That has always been JOHN’s measure 
of success. He has never been one who 
was concerned about making points, he 
has always been interested in making 
progress. 

JOHN will always be remembered for 
the leadership he brought to the Sen- 
ate on a number of issues that con- 
cerned him. As he worked on them all 
he showed his independence and his 
willingness to consider all viewpoints 
to find the one that he thought stood 
the best chance of succeeding, on the 
floor and in the field. JOHN would be an 
excellent diplomat because he knows 
how to disagree without being dis- 
agreeable. He has forged good working 
relationships with us all and that is 
why he has so many friends in the Sen- 
ate. 

JOHN has been a great public servant 
and his career shows the results he has 
been able to achieve in every area of 
his life. Iam proud of his service in the 
Senate on behalf of the people of Vir- 
ginia, his service in our Armed Forces, 
and especially, I am proud to call him 
my friend. 

It is always difficult at the end of the 
session to say goodbye to our col- 
leagues who are retiring. We have 
worked together for so many years 
that we will miss their thoughtful sug- 
gestions, their well chosen words and 
their commitment to the issues we 
have worked on together. 

For JOHN, the good part of goodbye is 
the knowledge that we will meet again 
and, I am sure, we will work together 
again, laugh again, and continue to 
enjoy all that life has to offer again. 
This is not a time to say goodbye, just 
a reminder to be well until we see each 
other again. 

Diana joins in sending our best wish- 
es to you, JOHN and to Jeanne. You de- 
serve nothing but the best life has to 
offer and you shall have it. I look for- 
ward to the days ahead and a time 
when we can get out our fishing poles 
and explore some of Virginia’s best riv- 
ers and streams. Good luck and God 
bless. 

CHUCK HAGEL 

Mr. President, soon the last remain- 
ing items of business on the legislative 
calendar will be taken up and the cur- 
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rent session of Congress will draw to a 
close. When it does, several of our col- 
leagues will be returning home and 
leaving public service. We will miss 
them, their good ideas and the touch of 
creativity they brought to our work in 
the Senate during their years of service 
to the people of their home States. 

When I am asked about the members 
with whom I have had the privilege to 
serve during my Senate career, CHUCK 
HAGEL will certainly come to mind. I 
don’t think anyone has a more inter- 
esting life story to tell than CHUCK and 
certainly few have achieved the level of 
success he has been able to attain in 
his public life and in the business 
world. 

CHUCK grew up in a small Nebraska 
town where he learned the value of a 
day’s work at an earlier than usual 
age. CHUCK found his first job when he 
was only nine and he’s been hard at 
work ever since. When he lost his fa- 
ther at the age of 16 it fell to him, as 
the oldest child, to help raise the 
younger ones of his family. 

That was also about the time that 
CHUCK made his first run for office. 
When he was in high school he decided 
to run for Student Council President. 
He knew he would have to do some- 
thing different in his campaign to sepa- 
rate himself from the others who were 
running, so he tied a chicken to the 
hood of his car and drove around the 
school announcing the reasons why he 
was in the race. No one had ever seen 
anything quite like that before and he 
won quite easily I am sure. 

After his high school years, CHUCK 
heard the call to serve his country and 
he and his brother joined the Army and 
served in Vietnam. He was seriously 
wounded twice and received two Purple 
Hearts during his military service. 
During one of his missions, he and his 
brother were trapped in their armored 
personnel carrier when an enemy mine 
exploded beneath them. CHUCK pulled 
his unconscious brother to safety and 
probably saved his life. It took 10 years 
for him to fully heal from the effects of 
the injuries he suffered that day. 

When he graduated from the Univer- 
sity of Nebraska he began his political 
career in earnest. He joined the staff of 
a Republican congressman from Ne- 
braska and impressed him and his staff 
so much that he steadily rose in re- 
sponsibility to be his top aide. 

Equally impressive has been CHUCK’s 
success as a businessman. He sold al- 
most all he had to begin a cellular 
phone company with two partners. His 
hard work and determination to suc- 
ceed paid off and his investment was 
multiplied many times over. 

That kind of success would have been 
enough for most people, but not for 
CHUCK. CHUCK felt the call to bigger 
things and he set his sights on going to 
Washington to make life а little better 
for the people back home in Nebraska. 

That was his platform when CHUCK 
ran for the Senate in 1996. The experts 
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thought he was a long shot and a lot of 
people said he didn't stand а chance. 
Once again, CHUCK defied the odds and 
relied on the judgment of the people of 
Nebraska instead of the predictions of 
the experts. The people of Nebraska 
knew à good thing when they saw it 
and CHUCK was sent to the Senate to 
represent them. 

CHUCK and I were part of the same 
freshman class and when we arrived we 
both looked forward to being named to 
the committees on which we would 
Serve so we could make a difference for 
our States and the Nation. CHUCK was 
very pleased and proud when Senator 
LUGAR offered him an invitation to join 
the Senate Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee. 

CHUCK took full advantage of the op- 
portunity and made it the focus of his 
efforts in the Senate. He made a point 
of visiting other countries and meeting 
with foreign leaders to increase his ex- 
pertise on foreign policy. Working 
closely with Senator LUGAR and Sen- 
ator BIDEN, he has been a voice on the 
committee that is sought after for his 
perspective on the issues that involve 
our relations with other countries. 

Over the years I have enjoyed serving 
with CHUCK and working with him on 
two of his top priorities, cutting Fed- 
eral spending and making our tax sys- 
tem more workable and more respon- 
sive to the needs of our national econ- 
omy. He can be very proud of all he has 
achieved, especially his support of fast 
track authority so the President could 
negotiate trade deals that cannot be 
changed by the Congress. His work in 
the area of international trade has 
made a great difference throughout the 
United States and helped improve our 
relationship with our trading partners. 

Now CHUCK's Washington years are 
coming to а close and he will be mov- 
ing on together with Lilibet to some- 
thing new and different in their lives. 
Diana and I have always found that 
when one great adventure ends another 
one takes its place. That is our wish 
for you. Whatever the future holds for 
you and Lilibet we wish you all the 
best. The only good part about saying 
goodbye is the knowledge that you will 
keep in touch with us and continue to 
offer your good advice and the unique 
brand of common sense that you 
learned from your service in Wash- 
ington, your success in your business, 
and your years growing up in Ne- 
braska, Wyoming's neighbor to the 
East. 


— MR 


FURTHER CHANGES TO S. CON. 
RES. 70 


Mr. CONRAD. Mr. President, pursu- 
ant to section 223 of S. Con. Res. 70, I 
previously filed adjustments to the 2009 
budget resolution for H.R. 2095, the 
Rail Safety Improvement Act of 2008. 
Those adjustments reflected the Con- 
gressional Budget Office's estimate at 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


that time of the budgetary effects of 
Н.В. 2095. 

CBO has since revised that estimate, 
increasing the amount of net savings 
over both 5 and 10 years. As such, H.R. 
2095 still meets the conditions required 
for the release of the reserve fund 
under section 223, including being fully 
paid for over both the 6- and 11-year 
time periods. 

Consequently, I am revising the ad- 
justments made on September 29 pur- 
suant to section 228 to reflect. CBO's 
updated estimate. This adjustment af- 
fects both the budgetary aggregates 
and the allocation provided to the Sen- 
ate Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation Committee. 

I ask unanimous consent to have 
printed in the RECORD the following re- 
visions to S. Con. Res. 70. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, аз follows: 


CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2009—S. CON. RES. 70; FURTHER REVISIONS TO 
THE CONFERENCE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 
223 DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND FOR INVEST- 
MENTS IN AMERICA'S INFRASTRUCTURE 


[In billions of dollars] 


Section 101 


(1)(A) Federal Revenues: 
Y:2008 анана Prieto eet lii tu 1,875.401 
R 2,029.667 


2,204.701 
2,413.291 
2,506.069 
2,626.577 
(1)(B) 
— 3.999 

— 67.732 
21.303 

— 14.779 
— 151.526 
— 123.642 


2,564.237 
2,538.268 
2,566.829 
2,692.492 
2,734,106 
2,858.848 


2,466.678 
2,573.280 
2,625.754 
2,711.453 
2,719.533 
2,851.944 


CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2009—S. CON. RES. 70; FURTHER REVISIONS TO 
THE CONFERENCE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 
223 DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND FOR INVEST- 
MENTS IN AMERICA’S INFRASTRUCTURE 


[In millions of dollars] 


Current Allocation to Senate Commerce, Science, and Trans- 
portation Committee: 
Y 2008 Budget Authority 13,964. 
Y 2008 Outlays 
Y 2009 Budget Authority 
Y 2009 Outlays ............... 
Y 2009—2013 Budget Authority 
Y 2009—2013 Outlays 
Adjustments: 
Y 2008 Budget Authority 
Y 2008 Outlays ......... 
Y 2009 Budget Authority 
Y 2009 Outlays ............... 
Y 2009—2013 Budget Authority 2 
Y 2009—2013 Outlays Т — 
Revised Allocation to Senate Commerce, Science, and Trans- 
portation Committee: 
Y 2008 Budget Authority 
Y 2008 Outlays 
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CONCURRENT RESOLUTION ON THE BUDGET FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2009—S. CON. RES. 70; FURTHER REVISIONS TO 
THE CONFERENCE AGREEMENT PURSUANT TO SECTION 
223 DEFICIT-NEUTRAL RESERVE FUND FOR INVEST- 
MENTS IN AMERICA’S INFRASTRUCTURE—Continued 


[In millions of dollars] 


FY 2009 Budget Authority ... 
FY 2009 Outlays ............ 
FY 2009-2013 Budget Authority ... 
FY 2009-2013 Outlays 


14,435 
10,253 
75,939 
49,981 


ES 


RENEWABLE ENERGY AND 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY CAUCUS 


Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, I rise 
today to talk about a subject that is 
near and dear to my heart, the Senate 
Renewable Energy and Energy Effi- 
ciency Caucus. 

Would the distinguished gentlemen 
from North Dakota and Idaho engage 
in a colloquy with me on this topic? 

Mr. DORGAN. I would be pleased to 
engage in such a colloquy. 

Mr. CRAPO. I would also like to join 
my colleagues in a colloquy on this 
matter. 

Mr. ALLARD. I thank my colleagues. 
The need for a strong renewable energy 
policy has never been more timely. 
This is something I have worked on for 
many years. AS a member of the House 
of Representatives I was a member of 
the House Renewable Energy Caucus, 
and when I was elected to the Senate, 
discovered that no such similar caucus 
existed here. So I, along with Senators 
JEFF BINGAMAN, TIM JOHNSON, JIM JEF- 
FORDS, and BOB KERRY, founded the 
Senate Renewable Energy and Energy 
Efficiency Caucus. 

The caucus is still going strong today 
with leadership from Senator BYRON 
DORGAN, Senator JOE LIEBERMAN, and 
myself. It is a nonpartisan group that 
strives to increase awareness of the 
various forms of renewable energy and 
energy efficiency technologies in the 
United States. 

I have been honored to serve as the 
Republican cochair since the inception 
of the Senate caucus, during this time 
we have seen the caucus membership 
grow and today more than a third of 
the Senate is a member. The caucus 
has hosted numerous events and brief- 
ings and helped hundreds of renewable 
energy groups display their ideas and 
technologies. It has also been a forum 
for sharing thousands of news articles 
relating to renewable energy and en- 
ergy efficiency. 

As many of you know, I am retiring 
from the Senate at the end of this term 
and will no longer serve as cochair of 
the caucus. I am proud of the work 
that the caucus has done, and I am 
confident it will continue to do great 
work in the future. 

I know it will do great work in the 
future because it will have strong lead- 
ership. I greatly appreciate the work of 
the other cochairs, Senators DORGAN 
and LIEBERMAN. They have a remark- 
able dedication to renewable energy. 
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With the addition of the new Repub- 
lican cochair, I have no doubt that the 
caucus will be as strong as ever. 


The man replacing me on the caucus 
is an ardent advocate for renewable en- 
ergy, Senator MIKE CRAPO. As а mem- 
ber of the Senate Finance Committee, 
Senator CRAPO has helped craft suc- 
cessful legislation to provide tax cred- 
its for production and investment in 
renewable energy such as wind, solar, 
and geothermal, and as a member of 
the Senate Agriculture Committee, he 
supported expanded usage of renewable 
biofuels. 


Senator CRAPO also represents a 
State that is passionate about renew- 
able energy and energy efficiency. The 
State of Idaho has received awards for 
its dedication to renewable energy and 
cutting edge research is taking place 
every day at the fine colleges and uni- 
versities in Idaho. 


Mr ALLARD. Senator DORGAN, you 
have helped me cochair the caucus for 
several years, and your efforts have 
been invaluable. Do you share my esti- 
mation that Senator CRAPO will make 
a strong co-chair? 


Mr. DORGAN. Yes. 


Mr. ALLARD. Senator CRAPO you 
have been a strong advocate for renew- 
able energy for years, and I am sure are 
looking forward to cochairing the cau- 
cus. Do you have any comments? 


Mr. CRAPO. Yes. I have long admired 
the work of Senator ALLARD in forming 
and developing the caucus over the 
years. Iam honored to be chosen as the 
next cochair of the caucus and am 
eager to build on the work he has ac- 
complished thus far. 


As you mentioned, my home State of 
Idaho is one of the Nation’s leaders in 
renewable energy. Idaho has significant 
and developed hydropower, wind, and 
geothermal energy resources, which 
has led us to have one of the five low- 
est per capita and total emissions pro- 
files of any State. The research being 
done on these technologies, as well as 
energy efficiency, biofuels, and alter- 
native energy resources such as nu- 
clear power at the Idaho National Lab- 
oratory, University of Idaho, Boise 
State and Idaho State Universities, is 
remarkable and nationally recognized. 


Energy issues have arrived at center 
stage in the public eye and energy sup- 
ply, prices, and environmental effects 
are at the forefront of concern. All of 
us here, regardless of political affili- 
ation, can agree that developing a 
sound domestic energy plan that pro- 
vides an adequate supply of clean and 
affordable energy is a benefit to our 
Nation. I look forward, along with Sen- 
ators DORGAN and LIEBERMAN, to edu- 
cating members and promoting renew- 
able energy and efficiency measures in 
the upcoming Congress to achieve that 
goal. 
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SBIR/STTR REAUTHORIZATION ACT 
OF 2008 


Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, in July, 
the Committee on Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship passed S. 3362, the 
SBIR/STTR Reauthorization Act of 
2008, by à unanimous 19-0 vote. Since 
then, Senator SNOWE, myself, and oth- 
ers have worked diligently to address 
concerns that have been expressed to 
us by our colleagues and the adminis- 
tration, and we reached an agreement 
with the administration on the terms 
of the bill. Unfortunately, at the last 
minute, à colleague had objections and 
we cannot pass the bill. 

As the title suggests, the purpose of 
S. 3362 was to reauthorize the Small 
Business Administration's Small Busi- 
ness Innovation Research and Small 
Business "Technology Transfer рго- 
grams, otherwise known as SBIR and 
STTR. The bill makes improvements to 
these programs that will allow them to 
work better for small businesses, while 
contributing to our economy, fulfilling 
the priority research needs of the na- 
tion, and expanding and diversifying 
our military's supply base. 

Small businesses continue to receive 
only about 4 percent of Federal re- 
search and development dollars despite 
the fact that they employ nearly 40 
percent of America's scientists and en- 
gineers, produce more than 14 times 
more patents than large businesses and 
universities, and produce patents that 
are of higher quality and are more than 
twice as likely to be cited. Unlike large 
businesses, which tend to focus more 
on improving existing product lines, 
and university research, which leans 
toward education апа publications, 
America's small businesses and entre- 
preneurs are the ones willing to take 
on the high-risk, high-reward research 
that truly drives innovation. 

The SBIR and STTR programs are 
two of the very few Federal programs 
that tap into the scientific and tech- 
nical community found in America's 
small businesses. These programs fos- 
ter government-industry partnerships 
by making competitive awards to firms 
with the best scientific proposals in re- 
Sponse to the research needs of our 
agencies and by helping to move tech- 
nologies from the lab to the market- 
place or from the lab to insertion in à 
government program or system. 

Since the inception of the SBIR pro- 
gram in 1982, recipients of SBIR and 
S'TTR awards have gone on to produce 
more than 84,000 patents and to gen- 
erate millions of  well-paying jobs 
across all 50 States. Both programs 
have garnered high praise from well-re- 
spected sources, including from the Na- 
tional Academy of Sciences, which 
completed its comprehensive assess- 
ment of SBIR last year. Governments 
around the world are increasingly 
adopting SBIR-type programs to en- 
courage innovation in their countries. 

Among the technologies pioneered by 
SBIR-funded small businesses are a 
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machine that uses lasers and computer 
cameras to sort and inspect bullets at 
a much finer level than the human eye 
can manage, the technology that cre- 
ates the ‘‘invisible’’ condensation trail 
of the B-2 bomber, a therapeutic drug 
to treat chronic inflammatory disease, 
and a nerve gas protection system. 
With regard to the bullet sorting tech- 
nology, developed by CyberNet Sys- 
tems, a small, women-owned business 
located in Ann Arbor, MI, and cur- 
rently in use in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
that SBIR technology is estimated to 
have saved taxpayers more than $300 
million. Those are real cost savings 
and tangible technological improve- 
ments and we could have more such 
technologies if we increased the SBIR 
and STTR allocations, as the legisla- 
tion that passed Committee proposed 
to do. 

S. 3362 is the result of much delibera- 
tion and compromise and reflects а 
truly bipartisan effort to strengthen 
and improve the SBIR and ST'TR pro- 
grams. I am proud that Senator SNOWE, 
Senator BOND, myself, and others were 
able to come together to reach agree- 
ment on а number of very difficult 
issues, including on the involvement of 
firms majority-owned and controlled 
by multiple venture capital companies 
in the SBIR program, and that we 
unanimously passed this legislation 
out of committee. And as I said at the 
start of my remarks, I am also proud 
that we were able to resolve our dif- 
ferences with the administration to 
craft a bill that would keep these pro- 
grams going strong. 

It is truly а shame that one Repub- 
lican in this Chamber has blocked this 
bill from passing, and that all of the ef- 
fort and all of the compromises that 
went into getting the legislation to 
this point will be lost. I ask my col- 
leagues to be aware that the SBIR pro- 
gram is temporarily authorized 
through March 20, 2009, that the STTR 
program expires on September 30, 2009, 
and that we should act fast in the new 
year to extend or comprehensively au- 
thorize these programs to help keep 
our country ahead in technology. 


EE 


INTEREST ON LAWYERS’ TRUST 
ACCOUNT PROGRAM 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. Presdient, last 
week, I joined Senator CARDIN and Sen- 
ators SPECTER, and others in sending a 
letter to the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, FDIC, in an effort to pre- 
serve the viability of the Interest on 
Lawyers’ Trust Account program, 
IOLTA. We have asked the FDIC to en- 
sure that the Transaction Account 
Guarantee Program, TGLP, through 
which the FDIC guarantees funds in 
bank accounts, will also cover lawyer 
trust accounts. The IOLTA program, 
which distributes interest on client 
funds held in lawyer trust accounts to 
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legal aid programs, has been an enor- 
mous success in securing legal rep- 
resentation for lower-income Ameri- 
cans. All 50 States have IOLTA pro- 
grams, and many States mandate par- 
ticipation by practicing attorneys. 
This program provides funding to im- 
portant legal aid programs and helps 
ensure that no person goes without 
legal representation because of a lack 
of resources. 


Our concern stems from the fact that 
the TGLP Interim Rule concerning ac- 
count insurance issued on October 28 
would not extend unlimited FDIC in- 
Surance to interest bearing lawyer 
trust accounts, ultimately hurting the 
public benefit generated by these ac- 
counts. According to the FDIC's pro- 
posed rules for the TGLP, noninterest- 
bearing accounts would be insured to 
protect an unlimited amount of funds. 
But the insurance for interest-bearing 
accounts would be limited to $250,000. 
The lack of an exception for lawyer 
trust accounts threatens the IOLTA 
program because it poses а potential 
conflict for attorneys. Many lawyer 
trust accounts contain pooled client 
funds, often in excess of $250,000. As а 
result of the FDIC's proposed rules, 
there is legitimate concern that attor- 
neys would move client funds in excess 
of $250,000 to noninterest-bearing ac- 
counts in order to gain the insurance 
protection, and in an effort to manage 
client funds as responsibly as possible. 
This potential ethical dilemma could 
be prevented by а modification of the 
proposed rules. 


Senator CARDIN, Senator SPECTER, 
and I have suggested to the FDIC that 
it modify its proposed rules to make an 
exception for lawyer trust accounts 
and provide unlimited insurance on in- 
terest bearing accounts containing cli- 
ent funds. This would be an important 
Step towards preserving the success of 
the IOLTA program, and would remove 
any potential ethical dilemma for at- 
torneys. Such а modification would en- 
sure that the interest generated by 
IOLTA accounts continues to be dis- 
tributed through local nonprofit orga- 
nizations in each State to fund invalu- 
able legal aid services for low-income 
families. 


I am hopeful that the FDIC will rec- 
ognize the national importance and 
success of this program, and will create 
the exception we have proposed. I 
would like to particularly thank the 
Vermont Bar Association for its advo- 
cacy in this regard, as well as the 
American Bar Association for its at- 
tention to this issue. Legal representa- 
tion for everyone is an imperative for а 
fair and effective judicial system. The 
IOLTA program has been successful in 
helping to ensure legal representation 
for more Americans, and where these 
goals can be accomplished without the 
use of tax dollars, such a program 
Should be preserved. 
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REMEMBERING COLONEL JOHN W. 
RIPLEY 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I regret 
to have to inform the Senate of the 
passing of a truly great American: 
John W. Ripley, a retired Marine Corps 
colonel and hero of the Vietnam war. 

Colonel Ripley will be best known for 
his achievements and self-sacrifice dur- 
ing the Vietnam war—particularly on 
April 2, 1972, when he singlehandedly 
blew up the Dong Ha bridge. That 
bridge over the Cua Viet River was a 
major thoroughfare for an invasion 
force from North Vietnam. Colonel 
Ripley, serving with a marine unit 
from South Vietnam, moved around 
the bridge like it was a trapeze and 
hung charges that would blow it up and 
prevent the enemy’s advance. 

That story is the subject of innumer- 
able books and articles. It is an abso- 
lutely incredible feat, showing us how 
an act of individual bravery can have a 
large strategic impact that affects an 
entire force. Indeed, the removal of 
that bridge created a bottleneck that 
allowed allied forces to apply over- 
whelming air power and blunt that in- 
vasion. 

After Vietnam, Colonel Ripley had a 
distinguished career that included 
going through some of the most chal- 
lenging training programs among the 
world’s militaries, including U.S. Army 
Ranger School. In his willingness to 
undergo the ardors of combat and 
training, he emerged a marine’s ma- 
rine, a steely and strong individual al- 
ways ready to put his country and his 
fellow marines before himself. 

John Ripley is a symbol for the vi- 
brancy of the Marine Corps, one of the 
most storied military forces in the 
globe’s history, and a testament to 
how—amid the enormity and vast con- 
fusion of war—a single person can 
make a difference. 

I will miss seeing him at various 
events, including those of the Marine 
Corps Law Enforcement Foundation. 
We will continue to honor his service 
through support of the Marine Corps 
and of all of our soldiers, sailors, air- 
men, and marines. 

I ask unanimous consent that an 
obituary on Colonel Ripley, which ap- 
peared in the November 4 edition of the 
New York Times, be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the New York Times, Nov. 4, 2008] 
CoL. JOHN W. RIPLEY, MARINE WHO HALTED 
VIETNAMESE ATTACK, DIES AT 69 
(By Dennis Hevesi) 

John W. Ripley, a highly decorated former 
colonel who entered Marine Corps lore when 
he single-handedly blunted a major North 
Vietnamese offensive during the Vietnam 
War by blowing up a strategically placed 
bridge, died Oct. 28 at his home in Annapolis, 
Md. He was 69. 

The cause has not been determined, his son 
Stephen said. 
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Colonel Ripley, who at the time was a cap- 
tain and a military adviser to a South Viet- 
namese Marine unit, blew up the southern 
end of the Dong Ha Bridge over the Cua Viet 
River on Easter Sunday, April 2, 1972. On the 
north side of the bridge, which was several 
miles south of the demilitarized zone, some 
20,000 North Vietnamese troops and 200 tanks 
were poised to sweep into Quang Tri Prov- 
ince, which was sparsely defended. 

Going back and forth for three hours while 
under fire, Captain Ripley swung hand over 
hand along the steel I-beams beneath the 
bridge, securing himself between girders and 
placing crates holding a total of 500 pounds 
of TNT in a diagonal line from one side of 
the structure to the other. The I-beam wings 
were just wide enough to form pathways 
along which he could slide the boxes. 

When the boxes were in place on the 
bridge, Captain Ripley attached blasting 
caps to detonate the TNT, then connected 
them with a timed-fuse cord that eventually 
extended hundreds of feet. 

“Не had to bite down on the blasting caps 
to attach them to the fuses," John Grider 
Miller, author of “Тһе Bridge at Dong Ha," 
said on Monday. “If he bit too low on the 
blasting cap, it could come loose; if he bit 
too high, it could blow his head apart." 

Captain Ripley bit safely, and the timed- 
fuse cord gave him about half an hour to 
clamber off the bridge. Moments later, his 
work paid off with a shock wave that tossed 
him into the air but otherwise left him 
unharmed. 

By placing the crates diagonally along the 
bridge, Mr. Miller said, Captain Ripley had 
created “а twisting motion that ripped the 
bridge apart from its moorings so it couldn't 
fall back in place, but collapsed into the 
river." 

There were about 600 South Vietnamese 
marines near the south end of the bridge. 
*South Vietnam would have been in big 
trouble," said Fred Schultz, senior editor of 
Naval History Magazine, a publication of the 
United States Naval Institute. ‘‘The force 
numbers defending on that side could not 
have held against that North Vietnamese 
force." 

The destruction of the bridge created a 
bottleneck for the North Vietnamese, allow- 
ing American bombers to blunt what became 
known as the Easter offensive. 

Captain Ripley was awarded the Navy 
Cross for his actions at the bridge. He served 
two tours in Vietnam and remained on ac- 
tive duty until 1992, eventually rising to 
colonel. Among other decorations, he re- 
ceived the Silver Star, two Bronze Stars and 
a Purple Heart. 

John Walter Ripley was born on June 29, 
1939, and grew up in Radford, Va., the son of 
Bud and Verna Holt Ripley. He enlisted in 
the Marines out of high school in 1956, and à 
year later received approval from the sec- 
retary of the Navy to attend а preparatory 
School leading to his appointment to the 
Naval Academy, from which he graduated in 
1962. 

Besides his son Stephen, Colonel Ripley is 
survived by his wife of 44 years, the former 
Moline Blaylock; a sister, Susan 
Goodykoontz; two other sons, Thomas and 
John; à daughter, Mary Ripley; and eight 
grandchildren. 

“Colonel Ripley is well known in marine 
circles," Mr. Schultz said, ‘‘but he's the most 
revered war hero no one's ever heard of." 

“This was 1972," he added, “апа people 
didn't pay too much attention to war heroes 
at that time." 
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INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS 
CHALLENGES 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I have 
long been à champion of the intellec- 
tual property rights enshrined in the 
Constitution, and have sponsored much 
of the significant legislation in that 
realm over the decades I have served in 
the Senate. On October 24, 2008, Judge 
Richard Linn of the Court of Appeals 
for the Federal Circuit, the court en- 
trusted exclusively with Federal ap- 
peals involving patent issues, gave the 
keynote address before the American 
Intellectual Property Law  Associa- 
tion's annual meeting. In that address, 
Judge Linn discusses the challenges 
facing the intellectual property system 
in the coming years, offers advice on 
moving forward as a nation to meet 
those challenges, and provides food for 
thought for anyone interested in this 
important part of our national econ- 
omy. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
statement of Judge Richard Linn from 
October 24, 2008, be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CHALLENGES AHEAD 

I would like to thank the AIPLA for the in- 
vitation to speak before you today. I am 
truly honored to speak before the AIPLA, an 
organization I have belonged to since the 
late 60's. I see in the audience many of my 
friends and former colleagues of the patent 
bar. I feel very much at home here, and it is 
nice to be asked to speak before this distin- 
guished group. 

Before I begin, I would like to take a mo- 
ment to personally recognize someone who 
has played à unique role in the progress of 
the U.S. patent system for over 40 years, 
someone who has led this organization for 
the past decade and a half, someone who has 
been а special friend to so many of us, and 
someone who is now moving on to a well de- 
served retirement—Mike Kirk. Please join 
me in a round of applause to show our appre- 
ciation for Mike and all that he has done. 

We all know that Mike has done some very 
Special things for the AIPLA. But the best 
thing he did was to bring his wife, Mary 
Catherine, into our AIPLA family. I think 
She, too, deserves to be recognized for all she 
has done. 

One measure of a leader is the caliber of 
the person selected to replace him. And here 
again, the AIPLA has risen to the challenge 
of Mike Kirk's departure in selecting one of 
the few members of our profession who has 
the character, knowledge, and recognized 
leadership skills to honor Mike's legacy of 
accomplishment. That person is, of course, 
Q. Todd Dickenson, and I think he deserves 
a vote of confidence with a round of ap- 
plause. 

The program lists my topic as Challenges 
Ahead." I selected that topic intentionally 
to give me lots of latitude in what I might 
say. If that phrase was a limitation in а pat- 
ent claim, the meaning would be hard to dis- 
cern with specificity and no doubt would 
generate considerable litigation. In a way, 
it's the perfect topic. So, what is it that I am 
going to talk about? 

John Whealan yesterday focused on recent 
history and ended with а few comments on 
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the future. Instead, I will focus on some of 
the challenges I see for the future and will 
begin with a few comments on the changes of 
the recent past. 

We hear à lot about change these days. 
Change in our economy, global climate 
change, and of course, change in our govern- 
ment. Change has been in the air for some 
time. It seems like the only thing we have 
heard, or seen, or read in the media for the 
past 20 months or so has been about change. 
And intellectual property law has been no 
stranger to it in the past few years. While 
one can debate the extent of the changes and 
the reasons underlying them, there is no 
question that the rights of patentees have 
been impacted in one way or the other by à 
number of recent decisions. And while the 
pace of change may slow down at least for а 
while, the fallout of all of this change will 
directly impact all of us. This is evident, for 
example, from an examination of three key 
decisions: KSR v. Teleflex, dealing with the 
test for obviousness; eBay v. MercExchange, 
dealing with the test for injunctive relief; 
and In re Seagate, dealing with the standard 
applicable to prove willful infringement. 
There have been others, such as Medlmmune 
v. Genentech, which made it easier to chal- 
lenge patents in declaratory judgment ac- 
tions, and DSU v. JMS, requiring proof of 
specific intent for induced infringement, but 
I will limit my remarks to the holdings and 
possible implications of KSR, eBay, and 
Seagate. 

In KSR, the Supreme Court reviewed the 
test for obviousness under 35 U.S.C. §103. The 
Supreme Court began by emphasizing that 
its 1966 decision in Graham v. John Deere in- 
formed the obviousness inquiry. It went on 
to reject what it perceived to be a rigid ap- 
proach taken by our court in applying the 
teaching, suggestion and motivation test. 
The Supreme Court observed that ‘‘when it 
first established the requirement of dem- 
onstrating a teaching, suggestion, or motiva- 
tion to combine known elements in order to 
show that the combination is obvious, the 
Court of Customs and Patent Appeals cap- 
tured a helpful insight." It then noted, how- 
ever, that helpful insights need not become 
rigid and mandatory formulas, and ‘‘when а 
court transforms а general principle into a 
rigid rule that limits the obviousness in- 
quiry, as the Court of Appeals did here, it 
errs.” 

The Supreme Court summed up its position 
on obviousness in observing that what is im- 
portant is to use common sense and to iden- 
tify a reason that would have prompted a 
person of ordinary skill in the relevant field 
to combine the elements in the way the 
claimed new invention does. It added that 
any need or problem known in the field of 
endeavor at the time of invention and ad- 
dressed by the patent can provide a reason 
for combining the elements in the manner 
claimed. 

The court also made some interesting ob- 
servations on the propriety of summary 
judgment on issues of obviousness. The court 
said that ‘‘where, as here, the content of the 
prior art, the scope of the patent claim, and 
the level of ordinary skill in the art are not 
in material dispute, and the obviousness of 
the claim is apparent in light of these fac- 
tors, summary judgment is appropriate." 
“The obviousness of the claim is apparent in 
light of these factors?" What does that 
mean? Does this mean obviousness is sort of 
like obscenity—you know it when you see it? 
Im not sure what it means, but I am sure 
someone is going to ask me for an answer to 
that question in a brief in the not too distant 
future. 
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The net result of KSR is that defendants 
may have a renewed interest in raising and 
pressing obviousness contentions, despite the 
high ‘‘clear and convincing" standard that 
applies to validity challenges. They can now 
argue that ‘‘reasons’’ and common sense sup- 
port a conclusion that the claimed invention 
doesn’t pass muster even when application of 
a teaching, suggestion, and motivation test 
might otherwise have failed. It also means 
that patentees will have to be more prepared 
to gather up evidence to show secondary con- 
siderations as a way to overcome expected 
challenges from accused infringers. Finally, 
the Supreme Court’s comments about sum- 
mary judgment will mean that patentees 
will have to start thinking about how to as- 
sist courts in answering questions about 
what the Supreme Court’s comments on 
summary judgment meant as to the way ob- 
viousness issues should be presented to ju- 
ries, if at all. For example, is it still proper 
for a district court to present the ultimate 
question of obviousness to the jury or is the 
district court required to decide obviousness 
as a matter of law in every case, leaving only 
the factual underpinnings for the jury? No 
matter how all this is sorted out, KSR 
makes evident that patentees are likely to 
face more challenges based on section 103. 
We are already seeing this in recent cases 
filed with our court. 

In eBay, the Supreme Court rejected the 
categorical grant of injunctive relief in pat- 
ent cases and held that in those cases, just as 
in other cases, a plaintiff seeking a perma- 
nent injunction must demonstrate that it 
has suffered irreparable injury; that rem- 
edies available at law are inadequate; that 
the balance of hardships warrants injunctive 
relief; and that the public interest would not 
be disserved by a permanent injunction. 
What the Supreme Court did not tell us is 
what happens after infringement is found 
and a court determines that the equitable 
remedy of a permanent injunction is not 
warranted. This is already presenting pat- 
entees and the courts with interesting new 
challenges. eBay also leaves open the ques- 
tion of whether there remains a rebuttable 
presumption of irreparable harm in patent 
cases. The bottom line for patentees is that 
they, like all other plaintiffs, will have to 
tow the line and be prepared to make a con- 
vincing showing on each of the four equi- 
table factors. This will present new chal- 
lenges, particularly to non-practicing pat- 
entees and alters some of the leverage pat- 
entees assumed they enjoyed before the eBay 
decision. 

In re Seagate presented our court with the 
opportunity to pick up where Knorr-Bremse 
left off and to reconsider the question of the 
duty of due care owed to patentees and the 
standard for determining when infringement 
is willful and subject to treble damages. The 
case came to us on a motion for a writ of 
mandamus seeking to overturn an order 
from a district court that would have given 
the patentee’s counsel virtually unfettered 
access to all attorney-client communica- 
tions and work-product of the accused in- 
fringer. That order stemmed from the pat- 
entee’s assertion of willful infringement and 
the accused infringer’s good faith reliance on 
the advice of counsel. Because of the abuses 
we perceived in the routine allegation of 
willful infringement and the tension it pro- 
duced between assertion by the accused in- 
fringer of the attorney-client privilege and 
reliance on the advice of counsel, we over- 
ruled the duty of due care standard set out in 
Underwater Devices and held that proof of 
willful infringement, permitting enhanced 
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damages, requires at least a showing of ob- 
jective recklessness. Because we abandoned 
the affirmative duty of due care, we also re- 
marked that in the context of willful in- 
fringement, there is no affirmative obliga- 
tion to obtain an opinion of counsel. 

Following Seagate, it can be anticipated 
that there will be continuing debate over ap- 
plication of the objectively reckless standard 
and the parameters of willful infringement. 
The one thing that is no longer in debate, 
however, is that patentees can no longer 
bank on a determination of willfulness and 
enhanced damages merely because infringe- 
ment was found against an accused who had 
prior notice of the patent. 

The net result of all of these decisions is 
that patentees are likely to have to confront 
more obviousness challenges, patentees are 
less likely to obtain enhanced damage 
awards based on willfulness, and patentees 
will be more challenged to obtain injunctive 
relief than just a few years ago. These cases 
thus will cause patentees to reassess their 
Strategies and to revalue their patent port- 
folios. 

But patentees are not only struggling to 
cope with recent decisions of the Supreme 
Court and the Federal Circuit. Patentees 
continue to suffer needlessly from self-in- 
flicted wounds. These are the walking 
wounded, who regularly report to the MASH 
units-the district courts-for help. And if they 
don’t get the help they need at the district 
court MASH unit, they come to the general 
hospital-the Federal Circuit, to cure all that 
ails them. 

What self-inflicted wounds am I talking 
about? There are two in particular that I 
want to highlight. The first relates to the 
continuing propensity of patentees, particu- 
larly in the electrical and mechanical arts, 
to disclose in their applications only one em- 
bodiment of the invention, while arguing 
that the claims cover something broader 
than the one disclosed embodiment might 
suggest. I have no idea why so many pat- 
entees continue to limit the number of em- 
bodiments disclosed when, in so many cases 
we hear, the entire controversy is about the 
scope of a claim supported only by a single 
disclosed embodiment. Patentees who desire 
broad coverage and only disclose a single 
embodiment are shooting themselves in the 
foot. 

Scientists and engineers are familiar with 
the concept that an area cannot be defined 
by a single point or even two points. To de- 
fine an area requires at least three points. It 
is surprising, then, that patent attorneys, 
who are trained both in the law and in 
science or engineering, often forget this 
three-point concept in drafting patent appli- 
cations. Careful prosecutors follow a general 
rule and include in patent specifications not 
merely one embodiment of an invention, but 
multiple embodiments to better illustrate 
the full area of the discovery embraced by 
the claims. This is a sound practice that 
helps to inform the public of the proper 
scope of the claims and avoids uncertainty 
and interpretive disputes. The uncertainty of 
single embodiment specifications has 
brought us a steady stream of cases, and I 
urge all of you not to shoot yourselves or 
your clients in the foot by disclosing only 
one embodiment, particularly in mechanical 
and electrical cases. 

The second example of a self-inflicted 
wound is the continuing practice of adding 
terminology to claims, particularly after an 
interview, to place the claims in condition 
for allowance without explaining the reason 
for the change or pointing out where in the 
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specification support for the added language 
can be found. Again, in case after case before 
our court, we are called upon to construe the 
scope of claim language which appears no- 
where else but in the claims. Without any 
support in the written description, we are 
left to infer meaning from parts of the speci- 
fication that often do not directly relate to 
the limitation in question or from the pros- 
ecution history of events leading up to the 
amendment. These are often poor guides for 
interpretation and frequently lead to pro- 
tracted and costly litigation, not to mention 
unpredictable outcomes. Here again, the 
wound is self-inflicted and patentees are well 
advised to avoid shooting themselves in the 
foot by leaving the meaning of critical limi- 
tations to unguided inference. 

The message for those who regularly write 
and prosecute patent applications for clients 
is that while the swinging of the patent pen- 
dulum of court decisions is largely beyond 
any patentee’s ability to alter, there are 
things that are entirely within your control, 
such as including multiple embodiments in 
patent applications to make broad construc- 
tion of claim terms more likely and pro- 
viding support or an explanation for claim 
terms added during prosecution. Those 
things you can control. And they will help 
your client avoid going through life as a 
walking wounded patentee. 

I would like to turn now to some chal- 
lenges I see for the PTO. With a new admin- 
istration soon to occupy the White House, a 
change in leadership at the PTO can be ex- 
pected within the next year. The new leaders 
at the PTO will face many difficult chal- 
lenges. The past leadership has much to be 
proud of. Director Dudas successfully 
oversaw the completion of a modern new fa- 
cility and the end to fee diversion. He and 
his colleagues have upgraded technology re- 
sources for examiners, have ramped up hir- 
ing, and have instituted comprehensive 
training programs, to name just a few of 
their many accomplishments. All of that is 
commendable. 

But it seems to me that what is needed 
now goes beyond facilities or finances to the 
heart of the PTO’s mission to thoroughly, 
carefully, and promptly examine the applica- 
tions of those who seek the protection of 
patents and who rely on the effective oper- 
ation of our patent system. With the solid 
foundation of the achievements of the cur- 
rent Director, the PTO now needs the leader- 
ship of those with intimate knowledge of 
patents and patent law. People who under- 
stand first-hand the problems faced by users 
of the system and who have the ability to 
comprehensively relate to the practicing 
bar. That leadership is best found in the 
ranks of experienced practitioners, many of 
whom are in this very room. 

The next group of leaders at the PTO will 
need to be creative in finding new ways to 
improve not only productivity but quality as 
well. The number of new applications that 
are projected over the next several years is 
staggering. Technology will continue to get 
more complicated. And the demands of man- 
aging such a sizable organization will be rig- 
orous. To keep pace will take bold new meas- 
ures to improve efficiency and effectiveness 
of almost every aspect of PTO operations. 
That may entail cooperative efforts with 
other patent offices around the world to find 
ways to share search results. It may entail 
establishing a program of deferred examina- 
tion to give applicants an opportunity to 
fully evaluate the need for patent protection 
before the office is called upon to conduct 
any examination. My point here is not to 
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suggest specific initiatives. It is not my 
place to tell the PTO how it should operate. 
I only cite these as examples of the kinds of 
things the new leadership of the PTO will 
need to seek out if it is to avoid getting bur- 
ied in the avalanche of new applications 
looming on the horizon. 

I know the PTO has engaged in a vigorous 
effort to hire and train new examiners. I 
have been privileged to speak at a gradua- 
tion ceremony for an impressive class of new 
examiners from the PTO’s new patent acad- 
emy. But that’s only half of the equation. It 
serves no real purpose to hire new examiners 
if an equal number of examiners—especially 
experienced examiners—resign. The PTO will 
need to go back to basics and creatively 
apply a new version of the Three R’s we all 
learned as kids. The rule for how to treat ex- 
aminers couldn’t be simpler: Respect, Re- 
ward, and Retain. In this regard, it may be 
time for the PTO to develop new standards of 
examiner performance that mirror the stand- 
ards of attorney performance used by law 
firms and corporate law departments. Just 
as attorney performance is not measured by 
billable hours alone, examiner performance 
measured principally by the number of dis- 
posals may not be the best approach. Count- 
ing disposals may be a raw indicator of per- 
formance but does not recognize the judg- 
ment, thoroughness, and legal skills pro- 
vided by first-rate examiners and expected 
by the public. 

Other patent offices around the world are 
involved not only in giving birth to patents 
but in assessing questions of validity raised 
over the life of a patent. That may explain 
why examiners in many countries are treat- 
ed differently than U.S. examiners. It is not 
that U.S. examiners are less competent or 
any less dedicated. Far from it. But if the 
primary role of an examiner is limited to ex 
parte matters that end on the day the patent 
issues, there will understandably be a dif- 
ferent interest on the part of the public in 
what examiners do and who they are than if 
they played an essential role in the deter- 
mination of validity challenges throughout 
the life of the patent. One way U.S. exam- 
iners would have a greater opportunity to be 
recognized in much the same way as their 
counterparts in other countries is if the new 
leadership at the PTO decides to energize the 
current reexamination system to make it 
the attractive alternative to litigation it 
was originally intended to be. This would re- 
quire a much expanded corps of experienced 
reexamination examiners and the implemen- 
tation of streamlined procedures to accel- 
erate the processing of all reexamination ap- 
plications. 

While it is evident that the PTO will face 
unprecedented challenges in the years ahead, 
the leaders and examiners I know are capa- 
ble, dedicated, and clearly up to the task. I 
have every confidence that the PTO will 
meet the challenges ahead and will continue 
to be a model for the rest of the world. 

Many have said that this is the golden age 
of intellectual property. In the years to 
come, we can expect to see significant ad- 
vances in energy technology, green tech- 
nology, nanotechnology, and a host of other 
things. The need for effective protection for 
the discoveries of tomorrow’s scientists, en- 
gineers, and researchers will be greater than 
ever before. And the changing legal land- 
scape and the pace of technological progress 
will present us all with new and difficult 
challenges. The challenges ahead are many, 
but we are all fortunate to have the chance 
to enjoy the opportunities and to confront 
the challenges the golden age of IP offers to 
each of us. 
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I have enjoyed being with you and thank 
you for your attention. 


——— € 


VERMONT'S 12TH ANNUAL WOM- 
EN'S ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 
CONFERENCE 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today I 
would like to share with my friends in 
the Senate а great story of personal 
triumph and success as told by 
Vermont Supreme Court Associate Jus- 
tice Marilyn Skoglund, the keynote 
Speaker for Vermont's 12th Annual 
Women's Economic Opportunity Con- 
ference. 

Marilyn forged her own remarkable 
path to success. She received her bach- 
elor's degree in fine arts from Southern 
Illinois University, and after moving to 
Vermont, passed the bar exam on her 
first try all while raising her 7-year-old 
daughter. Marilyn continued to rise 
through the ranks of the Vermont Of- 
fice of the Attorney General where she 
served as both chief of the civil law di- 
vision and chief of the public protec- 
tion division before her appointment in 
1994 to the district court, and subse- 
quently the Vermont Supreme Court in 
1997. In addition to her accomplish- 
ments, Marcelle and І admired 
Marilyn’s candidness as she walked us 
through her journey. She offered more 
than 300 Vermont women a very honest 
and inspirational perspective on the re- 
alities of balancing both a career and a 
family. 

Marcelle and I have hosted the 
Vermont Women’s Economic Oppor- 
tunity Conference for 12 years, and we 
look forward to attending each year be- 
cause we consider it one of the most 
important events in which we take 
part. Though our economy may be fac- 
ing difficult challenges, this year’s 
conference, and Marilyn’s story, 
showed that adversity can be overcome 
and met with great success—especially 
by motivated and talented women of 
all ages. 

Vermont’s economic future depends 
on the countless talented women who 
drive it. According to the Vermont 
Center for Women’s Business Studies, 
women-owned firms generate an im- 
pressive $1.5 billion annually and cur- 
rently employ more than 35,000 
Vermonters. In 2006, approximately 39 
percent of all Vermont businesses were 
owned, or partially owned, by women. 
Even though the number of Vermont 
women-owned businesses is on the rise, 
we must continue working to encour- 
age greater growth. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that Justice Skoglund’s speech, 
written for Vermont’s 12th annual 
Women’s Economic Opportunity Con- 
ference, detailing her journey to suc- 
cess, be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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SENATOR LEAHY’S 12TH WOMEN’S ECONOMIC 
OPPORTUNITY CONFERENCE 


I begin with a disclaimer. In Senator Lea- 
hy’s letter, asking me to be the keynote 
speaker, he wrote as follows: ‘‘We invite you 
to share your compelling personal experi- 
ences of how you molded your successful ca- 
reer path to the Vermont Supreme Court, all 
the while raising two daughters as a single 
mother." 

I was of course so excited to learn that 
Senator Leahy knew my name. And, that he 
thought I had done а good job of balancing а 
career and а family. But, after skipping 
around the kitchen a bit, I settled down. 
Sen. Leahy did not really know what those 
compelling personal experiences were. Per- 
haps he was lured into inviting me because à 
staff member had heard rumors that my 
“successful career path" was pretty funny. 
Someday I will be old enough to know better 
than to discuss my past in public just be- 
cause I was so flattered someone of Sen. Lea- 
hy's stature asked, but, here I am. Ready to 
reveal. I accept Sen. Leahy's invitation to 
share my compelling, maybe, but more accu- 
rately, my ridiculous, oddball, clueless, expe- 
riences of how I managed to crawl my way 
into the best job on the planet, all the while 
dragging two innocent, courageous daugh- 
ters along in my wake. The journey through 
the thicket of experiences was not always 
pleasant, and mistakes were made. Truth is; 
I may have nothing to offer to this audience. 
This is an economic conference. I am not an 
economist. I am not a psychologist. So, if 
you all just want to go get coffee and skip 
the gory details, I will understand. 

To begin, how does one grade ‘‘success’’ in 
balancing work and family? I am a justice on 
the Vermont Supreme Court. I have a good 
reputation as a jurist. I was a very good law- 
yer. I have no arrest record. So far so good. 
I raised one daughter, let’s call her Martha, 
who is an ObGyn doctor delivering babies in 
New Hampshire. She seems very content and 
satisfied with her life. She just got married 
to a wonderful man on August 30th. Most im- 
portant indicia of success: She loves me. I 
raised another daughter; I will call her Ruby, 
who is working on a Ph.D. in clinical psy- 
chology. She is currently very annoyed at 
how hard life is, but feels good about her 
work. She loves me. This sounds great! By 
the way, I have changed their names to pro- 
tect their privacy. They each bear their fa- 
ther’s last names, as do I, so hopefully, I 
have shielded them from any further embar- 
rassment from their mother, at least for 
today. 

Because, while they may be well adjusted 
women, the truth is, they adjusted to what 
their mother put them through. And, if ‘‘suc- 
cessfully balancing" includes a solid mar- 
riage, I am not your girl. Two creative, in- 
teresting, unique men, neither ever bored 
me. I love them to this day, I danced with 
each at Martha’s wedding, but it did not 
work out. 

In addition to my inadequacies standing up 
here before you, I would also point out that 
everyone in this audience is clearly way 
ahead of where I was when I wandered into 
adulthood. Obviously, you are all women 
with a high degree of confidence in your- 
selves and your ideas, ambitions, and goals. 
You are at an economic conference, for heav- 
en’s sake. You have given some thought to 
your life. At the beginning of my meandering 
road to the Supreme Court, I had little con- 
cept of who I was and had not considered who 
I wanted to be. 

To begin, my parents were the Swedish 
equivalent of Ozzie and Harriet. I was raised 
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in a nice middle class home in a nice mid- 
western suburb. There literally was a white 
picket fence around the yard. And, a little 
dog. My mother wore a dress every day of her 
life, so she did her house work looking like 
Donna Reed. By the time I came along, my 
father was working in a steel plant and Mom 
had stopped being a hair dresser to raise two 
kids. There were no drugs in my school. My 
father’s biggest complaint about me was 
that my bangs were too long. It was an idyl- 
lic childhood. Just like on T.V. So I assumed 
everyone pretty much lived like I did. Father 
made enough so I could go to college. Back 
in those olden days, in-state tuition at SIU 
was $97 a semester. And, I had part time jobs 
to help pay my expenses. After four years, I 
got married, continued going to school and 
working part time, because it was cheap and 
it was fun. Finally, after seven years in col- 
lege, I decided to graduate, mainly because I 
was pregnant and did not know how long it 
would be until I could get back to going to 
classes. That should give you some idea of 
how totally clueless I was about the changes 
a child brings to a life. 

The baby was great, but then things quick- 
ly stopped being cheap and fun. There is 
something about the arrival of a child, and 
one parent not working, that causes money 
problems. My husband was working, but not 
getting paid much. I was not working (day 
care didn’t exist in southern Illinois). And, 
there came a time when I had to apply for 
food stamps. Three months of food stamps. 
We were two middle class kids and we 
thought this was shameful, so of course, we 
never told our folks and we couldn’t ask 
them for money for the same reason. But, of 
course, we weren’t middle class kids any- 
more—we were young parents with very lit- 
tle money, renting a grimy little house with 
giant slugs in the basement. 

Ill cut this gruesome chapter short. In 1973 
we moved to Vermont, my husband got laid 
off and then, after eleven years of marriage, 
he left. The reasons are not important. By 
now my daughter was in first grade. and I 
was working a part-time job for very little 
money. Those seven years in college? I 
walked out with a degree in fine arts—sculp- 
ture. See, I didn’t go to college with an ac- 
tual career in mind. I expected to become my 
mom, making lunches, and ironing in my 
pearls. My father always said, if a woman 
has to work outside the home, it should be in 
one of the helping professions: teaching or 
nursing. Things were not working out. What 
would Donna Reed do? I pondered. 

I decided to be a lawyer. Now, I do admit 
to having a selective memory about some 
things. I do not remember my first husband 
asking me to marry him and I have no recol- 
lection of why I thought I could become a 
lawyer. Law school wasn’t an option—there 
was no money for tuition and besides, I had 
to work. 

I got a job working as a paralegal, law 
clerk at the attorney general’s office and 
participating in that marvelous Vermont 
jewel, the four year reading clerkship. This 
path to the bar required me to apprentice 
myself for four years to a lawyer, and if I 
passed the bar exam, I was a real lawyer. I 
began work in the AG’s office at a salary of 
$7,000 a year, which quickly went up to 
$12,000. Here’s an interesting fact: I had to 
borrow a dress for the job interview at the 
attorney general’s office. Now, at the time I 
knew I didn’t have any money, but I never 
thought I was poor. I was doing all right. 

But if you ask my daughter, Martha, you’d 
get a different picture. While I was working 
all day every day in Montpelier, she was 
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walking half a mile home from the school 
bus stop to the adorable tiny three-room, un- 
insulated cottage in the country with the 
only source of heat being a wood burning fur- 
nace in the cellar. Walking home to a cold, 
empty house. But, the good news was that I 
rented this cottage from Walter Smith. I am 
pleased to have this opportunity to pay trib- 
ute to my very own personal version of wel- 
fare: Walter Smith. Walter was a beloved 
dairy farmer in Plainfield, about 68 years old 
when I met him, who was my landlord for 
eleven years and my friend for twenty. He 
died several years back. I loved him. 

So, at the age of eight, Martha was ex- 
pected to stoke the furnace when she got 
home. Sometimes, Walter would come over 
to help her. But most times he could not. 
And, you know, I did not agonize over this. 
Donna Reed and June Cleaver would be hor- 
rified, but I had to work. It was that simple. 
Walter, who by then had become my surro- 
gate father, had the hired hands bring over 
truck loads of free split wood—an early 
version of ‘‘fuel assistance." I could dip raw 
milk from the bulk tank for free. My very 
own WIC program. He'd give me meat when 
he butchered à cow whose milking days were 
over. Very, very chewy, but free. Free eggs if 
I fought the hens for them, and maple syrup. 
He would give me bushels of tomatoes and I 
would put them up and give him half. If my 
cupboard was really bare, Martha and I could 
always wander over to the farm house where 
Walter had cases and cases of chicken noodle 
soup, which he ate every day with may- 
onnaise sandwiches. He was my food shelf. 
Once, when Martha was about ten, I sent her 
to school with à coconut and а hammer for 
snack as I hadn't had time to grocery shop. 
Walter had given me the coconut as a joke, 
asking me what kind of turkey I thought had 
laid the brown hairy thing? The teacher sent 
a note home thanking me for providing an 
interesting project for the class. I thought 
that was nice. 

See, I was not poor. I had Walter. And, 
there was а certain satisfaction about sup- 
porting myself and my child. 

But, I was also in love. Madly and passion- 
ately in love with the law. The law is amaz- 
ing. It is the infrastructure of society. Sen- 
sible, mostly. Logical, usually. Enduring. It 
adapts to changing mores and technologies, 
but only slightly faster than the movement 
of the earth's tectonic plates. How did the 
founding father's accept the constitution to 
deal with the development of cyber-space 
and artificial insemination? Heavy stuff. I 
love it. I had decided to go into law thinking 
Iliked writing, words, and arguing. I hadn't 
expected to discover that it felt like ginger 
ale poured over my brain. This is how I can 
describe the joy, excitement, and the thrill 
of learning and understanding the basis of 
the rules that manage our civilized life. 

If you have a passion, if you find your pas- 
Sion, you are а very lucky person. And, I had 
found my passion while Martha was stoking 
the furnace. 

But, here is an amazing fact: children have 
their own memories, and their own percep- 
tions about life. When she was in high 
School, unbeknownst to me, Martha applied 
for a Horatio Alger Scholarship, given to 
kids who have endured hardship and man- 
aged to be successful students in spite of it. 
And, she got one. When she told me about 
this wonderful thing, I was so proud and de- 
lighted. Eventually it dawned on me to ask 
in perfect ignorance: What was your hard- 
Ship?" 

"You," she answered. She had written 
about those days when she came home to an 
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empty cold house and had to face the cellar 
and the furnace alone and cold. I have never 
read her winning essay. I am not that strong. 

So, eventually, I connected again with an 
interesting, creative, blah, blah, blah man 
and Ruby came along. At this time I am а 
lawyer in the civil law division of the AG of- 
fice. Yes, I had passed the bar. Ruby started 
day care at six months of age. And, having 
found what I was supposed to be doing with 
my life, I wanted to keep working. Oh the 
guilt. Her father was on the road most of the 
time, and 2% years after Ruby was born, that 
road did not pass by our house any more. 

One day, the call came from the day care 
that Ruby was sick and I needed to pick her 
up. Naturally, I was scheduled to prosecute а 
physician before the Board of Medical Prac- 
tice that day. I had prepared the case for 
months. Witnesses had answered subpoenas 
to appear. No other attorney in the office 
knew the case. What I knew was that just 
outside the hearing room in the Secretary of 
State's office was a couch. So, I went and got 
Ruby, swung by the house for a blanket and 
pillow and a juice box, and put her to bed in 
the hall of the Secretary of State's office. 

I know that bundling up a sick little girl in 
a hallway wil not win me any parenting 
awards. But, helpful, understanding people 
working at the office kept an eye on Ruby 
while she slept. Ruby, too, adjusted to me. 

But, being a mom with а profession that 
really requires adherence to a schedule also 
had benefits. My first oral argument before 
the Vermont Supreme Court was scheduled. I 
was a nervous wreck. “Соб to get plenty of 
sleep the night before so I'm sharp." 

Instead Martha got the flu and we spent 
most of the night with me holding her hair 
while she drove the porcelain bus. As soon as 
Walter was done milking, I trundled Martha 
over to his house, told him I would be back 
in two hours, and went to Montpelier to the 
hearing. Being worried about Martha put the 
argument into a manageable perspective—I 
just did the job then ran home to be à mom. 

Eventually, after 17 years at the Attorney 
General's office, I applied to be a trial judge. 
Imade it past the Judicial Nominating board 
and my name was sent to Governor Dean for 
consideration. Then, I got worried. Martha 
was 21 by then, but Ruby was only 8 and I 
knew I'd be away from home for long hours 
every day. I was scared so I withdrew my 
name from consideration. When I told my 
daughters what I had done, the outcry was 
loud. Ruby was really insulted and said she'd 
be fine. Martha said she would help out. 
They convinced me it could work. I called 
back the Governor's office and said I had 
changed my mind. When I had my interview 
with the Governor, I explained how my con- 
cerns for my children had caused me to 
chicken out. He understood and appointed 
me as а judge. 

And, it was hard. On me, and on Ruby. I 
got home late and left early. I was at least 
an hour away if she got sick or hurt. There 
was one year when I was family court judge 
in Washington county—where we live. Ruby 
was in sixth grade when a big eighth grade 
boy approached and asked, *Is your mom a 
judge?" 

She admitted I was. 

* She sent me to juvenile hall," he said. 

“Г sorry," said little Ruby nervously. 

“Oh, that's all right, I screwed up." He re- 
assured her. ‘‘She’s the one with black nail 
polish, right?" 

Finding herself in the familiar territory of 
mortification by her mother's behavior, 
Ruby admitted, ‘‘Yeah, that’s her." 

I used to wear something odd on juvenile 
day to relax the kids, and this boy noticed. 
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Of course Ruby was pretty much always em- 
barrassed by me. Now I am on the Supreme 
Court, but what did Ruby say when she heard 
about the appointment at the age of twelve? 

*Oh no, now you'll be home all the time!" 

What did I learn that I can offer to you? I 
tried to think of an inspirational saying or 
two, but could not. I do get a lot of catalogs. 
One particularly annoying one is chock full 
of heart warming sayings like, “Life isn't 
about waiting for the storm to pass. It's 
about learning to dance in the rain." Oh 
please. Storms are scary, rain is cold and 
wet, and one can get muddy. Let's get real. 
Life is hard, get over it. 

Number 1: Take help that is offered. Would 
I have survived without Walter Smith's care 
and kindness? I do not know. And I am glad 
I did not have to find out. 

Number 2: If you do not have a snack, send 
а coconut. In other words, be flexible. When 
it came time to study for the bar examina- 
tion, I was on my own. I made little 3x5 fil- 
ing cards on all the subjects and set them 
around the house so that whatever I was 
doing, I could incorporate a little study. 
Some areas of law are governed by certain 
factors that you just have to remember. Over 
the kitchen sink I placed the filing card that 
listed the elements of а secured transaction. 
Next to the toilet I posted the card that laid 
out the parts of а bulk sale. I read them over 
and over and over. And, poor Martha endured 
one pizza after another because I did not 
cook much while I studied. 

Number 3: Pity parties are a waste of time, 
and a breeding ground for excuses. In other 
words, if your circumstances are not the 
most conducive to success, try anyway. 

Would I have liked to go to law school? Of 
course. Could I? No. So what! Here’s my fa- 
vorite true example of making due with what 
you have available. I watch the Canadian tel- 
evision coverage of the summer Olympic 
games because it is so much better than that 
of the U.S. coverage. They celebrate indi- 
vidual athletes’ ‘‘personal bests” rather than 
the medal counts. And, they covered really 
weird events that I had never heard of, like 
dory racing. I thought it was very cool. They 
did a background piece on Jerad Connaghten, 
an athlete training for the 200 meters in 
track and field. He was from somewhere in 
Canada that had no running track. So he and 
his coach improvised. To train for strength 
they did sand starts taking off in deep sand 
on the sea shore. They set up their own prac- 
tice course. At the end of a dirt road was a 
little cottage and that cottage marked 200 
meters. The little mulberry tree was 50 me- 
ters out and the larger mulberry tree was the 
150 meters mark. Competing against the 
world’s best, Jerad made it through the pre- 
liminary heats to the finals of the 200 meter 
event. I was so impressed. Work with what 
you've got. Excuses weigh you down. 

Number 4: Do not insult your children by 
thinking life is too hard for them. In other 
words, children are resilient. What might ap- 
pear to have been my heartless expectation 
of little Martha’s abilities to care for herself 
at a very young age may have been influ- 
enced by my maternal grandmother, Olga. 
All four of my grandparents were born in 
Sweden. Olga was the daughter of a farm 
family the Dahlbergs—with too many chil- 
dren to feed. First the Dahlbergs sent their 
oldest daughter Margaret over to live with 
relatives in Chicago, the Larsons. Margaret 
died within months of her arrival of diph- 
theria. Then the Dahlbergs put there next 
daughter, my grandma Olga, on the boat all 
alone at the age of 12 and sent her to live 
with the Dahlbergs. Throughout my life, 
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whenever I thought life was too hard and I 
was scared, I thought of my grandma trav- 
eling alone across the ocean to the family 
where her older sister had died. How did she 
do that? What were her nightmares? My 
grandmother was sweet, and kind, and pa- 
tient, and loving. Her early years did no ap- 
parent damage. I know I could have done 
better by Martha. I wish I could have done 
better by Martha. I did the best I could and 
thatis my only consolation. 

Number 5: Play dough is far more impor- 
tant than doing the dishes. Get your prior- 
ities straight. I was blessed with a job I 
loved, and then had the added joy of coming 
home, forgetting about the law, and playing 
with my daughters. Next confession: My 
housekeeping would not win any awards ei- 
ther. Sometimes the food in the refrigerator 
grew little sweaters. What housecleaning I 
did happened when the children were in bed. 
And, they had clean clothes and decent food 
and, most importantly, they knew their 
mom loved playing with them. Legos, play 
dough, Barbies, puzzles. Whatever activity 
that allowed the analytical part of my mind 
to go into sleep cycle was welcomed by me. 
So, don't get so busy making a living that 
you forget to make colorful messes and 
memories. 

Number 6: Never, ever coast. After a few 
years at the Attorney General's office, the 
AG asked me to become chief of the civil di- 
vision. I was one of two women in the divi- 
sion and all the men had more years of expe- 
rience than I as lawyers. Here's à John 
Wayne quote: ‘‘Courage is being scared to 
death but saddling up anyway." Well, I mo- 
seyed on into the AG's office and said, ‘‘Yes, 
I would be pleased to be chief of the division. 
But, I would like a bigger badge.” 

То maintain respect and to get the mem- 
bers of the division to be their best, I had to 
set an example. I worked as hard or harder 
than anyone else. I gave them no reason to 
complain about the AG’s choice. So if you're 
running your own business or supervising 
employees, it is more important to the bot- 
tom line the quality of work to set a positive 
example than to offer token prizes to the em- 
ployee of the month who actually manages 
to get to work on time five days in a row. I 
expected the attorneys to be terrific and so 
they were. 

То conclude, what do I know? My children 
have forgiven me for most of my blunders, 
they are fiercely independent, and can think 
on their own. I'm proud of my work and even 
more proud of my daughters. And, I am 
grateful for the chances I have been given 
and the courage to take them. My main mes- 
sage to you is: Work hard. Then work harder. 
And then, work harder still. 

But, I will leave you with another of those 
pithy homey sayings from the annoying 
catalog, and one that makes no sense to me 
at all. 

*May the light always find you on a dreary 
day. When you need to be home may you find 
a way. May you always have courage to take 
a chance and never find frogs in your under- 
pants." 


—— É 


ENTREPRENEURIAL 
ACHIEVEMENTS OF HARDWICK, VT 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to highlight an emerging rural 
economic model that some say serves 
as the perfect example of how rural 
America can survive and thrive in to- 
day's global markets. 

My good friend Marian Burros re- 
cently wrote an article in the New 
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York Times highlighting the sustain- 
able agricultural economy of Hard- 
wick, УТ, and Hardwick's surrounding 
communities. These Northeast King- 
dom communities have begun attract- 
ing the attention of local, regional and 
national media after the area began at- 
tracting some unique characters with 
great ideas. From a community-owned 
restaurant to renowned cheese makers, 
Hardwick and its surrounding towns 
are at the center of an experiment in 
Social agricultural entrepreneurship. 

I ask unanuimous consent that the 
text of Marian Burros October 8, 2008, 
New York Times article entitled ‘‘Unit- 
ing Around Food to Save an Ailing 
Town" be printed in the RECORD to 
allow my colleagues an opportunity to 
hear about the future of Vermont. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, аз follows: 

UNITING AROUND Еоор To SAVE AN AILING 

TOWN 


HARDWICK, VT—This town’s granite compa- 
nies shut down years ago and even the rowdy 
bars and porno theater that once inspired 
the nickname ‘‘Little Chicago" have gone. 

Facing à Main Street dotted with vacant 
Stores, residents of this hardscrabble com- 
munity of 3,000 are reaching into its past to 
secure its future, betting on farming to 
make Hardwick the town that was saved by 
food. 

With the fervor of Internet pioneers, young 
artisans and agricultural entrepreneurs are 
expanding aggressively, reaching out to in- 
vestors and working together to create a col- 
lective strength never before seen in this 
Seedbed of Yankee individualism. 

Rob Lewis, the town manager, said these 
enterprises have added 75 to 100 jobs to the 
area in the past few years. 

Rian Fried, an owner of Clean Yield Asset 
Management in nearby Greensboro, which 
has invested with local agricultural entre- 
preneurs, said he's never seen such coopera- 
tive effort. 

“Across the country a lot of people are 
doing it individually but it's rare when you 
see the kind of collective they are pursuing," 
said Mr. Fried, whose firm considers social 
and environmental issues when investing. 
“The bottom line is they are providing jobs 
and making it possible for others to have 
their own business." 

In January, Andrew Meyer's company, 
Vermont Soy, was selling tofu from locally 
grown beans to five customers; today he has 
350. Jasper Hill Farm has built a $3.2-million 
aging cave to finish not only its own cheeses 
but also those from other cheesemakers. 

Pete Johnson, owner of Pete's Greens, is 
working with 30 local farmers to market 
their goods in an evolving community sup- 
ported agriculture program. 

“We have something unique here: a strong 
sense of community, connections to the 
working landscape and a great work ethic," 
said Mr. Meyer, who was instrumental in 
moving many of these efforts forward. 

He helped start the Center for an Agricul- 
tural Economy, a nonprofit operation that is 
planning an industrial park for agricultural 
businesses. 

Next year the Vermont Food Venture Cen- 
ter, where producers can rent kitchen space 
and get business advice for adding value to 
raw ingredients, is moving to Hardwick from 
Fairfax, 40 miles west, because, Mr. Meyer 


24331 


said, ‘‘it sees the benefit of being part of the 
healthy food system." He expects it to assist 
15 to 20 entrepreneurs next year. 

“All of us have realized that by working 
together we will be more successful as busi- 
nesses," said Tom Stearns, owner of High 
Mowing Organic Seeds. “At the same time 
we will advance our mission to help rebuild 
the food system, conserve farmland and 
make it economically viable to farm in а 
sustainable way." 

Cooperation takes many forms. Vermont 
Soy stores and cleans its beans at High Mow- 
ing, which also lends tractors to High Fields, 
а local compositing company. Byproducts of 
High Mowing's operation—pumpkins and 
squash that have been smashed to extract 
Seeds—are now being purchased by Pete's 
Greens and turned into soup. Along with 
40,000 pounds of squash and pumpkin, Pete's 
bought 2,000 pounds of High Mowing's cu- 
cumbers this year and turned them into 
pickles. 

For the past two years, many of these 
farmers and businessmen have met infor- 
mally once а month to share experiences for 
business planning and marketing or pass on 
information about, say, а graphic designer 
who did good work on promotional materials 
or government officials who've been particu- 
larly helpful. They promote one another's 
products at trade fairs and buy equipment at 
auctions that they know their colleagues 
need. 

More important, they share capital. 
They’ve lent each other about $300,000 in 
short-term loans. When investors visited Mr. 
Stearns over the summer, he took them on a 
tour of his neighbors’ farms and businesses. 

To expand these enterprises further, the 
Center for an Agricultural Economy recently 
bought a 15-acre property to start a center 
for agricultural education. There will also be 
a year-round farmers’ market (from what 
began about 20 years ago as one farmer sell- 
ing from the trunk of his car on Main Street) 
and a community garden, which started with 
one plot and now has 22, with a greenhouse 
and a paid gardening specialist. 

Last month the center signed an agree- 
ment with the University of Vermont for fac- 
ulty and students to work with farmers and 
food producers on marketing, research, even 
transportation problems. Already, Mr. Meyer 
has licensed a university patent to make his 
Vermont Natural Coatings, an environ- 
mentally friendly wood finish, from whey, à 
byproduct of cheesemaking. 

These entrepreneurs, mostly well educated 
children of baby boomers who have added 
business acumen to the idealism of the area's 
long established hippies and homesteaders, 
are in the right place at the right time. The 
growing local-food movement, with its con- 
cerns about energy usage, food safety and 
support for neighbors, was already strong in 
Vermont, a state that the National Organic 
Farmers’ Association said had more certified 
organic acreage per capita than any other. 

Mr. Meyer grew up on а dairy farm in 
Hardwick and worked in Washington as an 
agricultural aide to former Senator Jim Jef- 
fords of Vermont. ‘‘From my time in Wash- 
ington,” Mr. Meyer said, “I recognize that if 
Vermont is going to have a future in agri- 
culture we need to look at what works in 
Vermont, and that is not commodity agri- 
culture." 

The brothers Mateo and Andy Kehler have 
found something that works quite well at 
their Jasper Hill Farm in nearby Greensboro. 
At first they aged their award-winning 
cheeses in a basement. Then they began 
aging for other cheesemakers. Earlier this 
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month they opened their new caves, with 
Space for 2 million pounds of cheese, which 
they buy young from other producers. 

The Vermont Institute for Artisan Cheese 
at the University of Vermont is helping pro- 
ducers develop safety and quality programs, 
with costs split by Jasper Hill and the pro- 
ducers. ‘‘Suddenly being à cheesemaker in 
Vermont becomes viable," Mateo Kehler 
вала. 

Pete Johnson began а garden when he was 
а boy on his family's land. Now his company, 
Pete’s Greens, grows organic crops on 50 
acres in Craftsbury, about 10 miles north of 
here. He has four moveable greenhouses, ex- 
tending the growing season to nine months, 
and he has installed a commercial kitchen 
that can make everything from frozen pre- 
pared foods and soup stocks to baked goods 
and sausages. In addition he has enlarged the 
concept of the C.S.A. by including 30 farmers 
and food producers rather than just a single 
farm. 

*We have 200 C.S.A. participants so we've 
become a fairly substantial customer of 
some of these businesses," he said. ‘‘The 
local beef supplier got an order for $700 this 
week; that’s pretty significant around here. 
We've encouraged the apple producer who 
makes apple pies to use local flour, local 
butter, local eggs, maple sugar as well as the 
apples so now we have a locavore apple pie." 

“Twelve years ago the market for local 
food was lukewarm," Mr. Johnson added. 
“Now this state is primed for anything that 
is local. It’s a way to preserve our villages 
and rebuild them." 

Like Mr. Johnson, Mr. Stearns of High 
Mowing Organic Seeds in Wolcott, who is 
president of the Center, knew he wanted to 
get into agriculture when he was а boy. His 
company, which grew from his hobby of col- 
lecting seeds, began in 2000 with a two-page 
catalog that generated $36,000 in sales. Today 
he has а million-dollar business, selling 
Seeds all over the United States. 

Woody Tasch, chairman of Investors Cir- 
cle, à nonprofit network of investors and 
foundations dedicated to sustainability, said: 
“What the Hardwick guys are doing is the 
first wave of what could be à major social 
transformation, the swinging back of the 
pendulum from industrialization and 
globalization." 

Mr. Tasch is having à meeting in nearby 
Grafton next month with investors, entre- 
preneurs, nonprofit groups, philanthropists 
and officials to discuss investing in Vermont 
agriculture. 

Here in Hardwick, Claire's restaurant, sort 
of à clubhouse for farmers, began with in- 
vestments from its neighbors. It is à Commu- 
nity Supported Restaurant. Fifty investors 
who put in $1,000 each will have the money 
repaid through discounted meals at the res- 
taurant over four years. 

*Local ingredients, open to the world," is 
the motto on restaurant’s floor-to-ceiling 
windows. ‘‘There’s Charlie who made the 
bread tonight," Kristina Michelsen, one of 
four partners, said in a running commentary 
one night, identifying farmers and producers 
at various tables. ‘‘That’s Pete from Pete’s 
Greens. You’re eating his tomatoes.”’ 

Rosy as it all seems, some worry that as 
businesses grow larger the owners will be 
tempted to sell out to companies that would 
not have Hardwick’s best interests at heart. 

But the participants have reason to be op- 
timistic: Mr. Stearns said that within one 
week six businesses wanted to meet with him 
to talk about moving to the Hardwick area. 

“Things that seemed totally impossible 
not so long ago are now going to happen," 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


said Mr. Kehler. ‘‘In the next few years a new 
wave of businesses will come in behind us. So 
many things are possible with collabora- 
tion." 


RE чаначы 


TRIBUTE TO PETER CHERNIN 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I yield to 
no one in my support of the freedoms 
set out in the first amendment to the 
Constitution, and I have devoted con- 
siderable time and energy to their pro- 
tection and preservation. On October 
21, 2008, I enjoyed a very special 
evening honoring Peter Chernin, the 
CEO of Fox News, and a man who 
Shares my belief in the need to vigor- 
ously defend the first amendment. 
That night, I congratulated Peter on 
receiving the Media Institute's First 
Amendment Award, an award that he 
richly deserved for his stand against 
rigid and unyielding application of so- 
called indecency rules at the Federal 
Communications Commission. I believe 
that his words in defense of the first 
amendment should be heard and heeded 
by all Americans, not just by those 
who were fortunate enough to attend 
that event. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
statement of Peter Chernin from Octo- 
ber 21, 2008, be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


POLITICS, INDECENCY, AND THE FIRST 
AMENDMENT 


Thank you so much for that introduction, 
Senator Leahy. Your strong and unambig- 
uous support for the First Amendment is leg- 
endary on Capitol Hill, and I could not be 
more pleased to have you, а former recipient 
of this award, as my presenter tonight. And 
thank you to the Media Institute for bestow- 
ing this honor on me. As the head of а media 
company, I am at times painfully aware of 
how important the First Amendment is to 
our ability to create thought-provoking and 
controversial content. And as a citizen of 
this country, I am thankful every day for the 
freedoms that we too often take for granted: 
the freedom to speak freely, the freedom to 
pursue our religious beliefs without persecu- 
tion, and the freedom of the press to criticize 
our government. 

We live in a pluralistic society. One where 
diversity rules, where disagreement is à con- 
stant, and where there is more than one 
right answer for every question. It’s messy. 
And for creators of content, if we're doing 
our jobs right, we sometimes offend people. 
It's that simple. And, believe me, we wrestle 
with that fact. We struggle with complex 
issues every day. Are we guilty of contrib- 
uting to the vulgarization of our society or 
simply of mirroring it? Is it our responsi- 
bility to be the arbiters of good taste, or is 
it our duty to push boundaries? Is it even 
possible to create innovative programming 
for a mass audience that is diverse on every 
level—from age, to religious affiliation, to 
ethnicity? 

We don't take these issues lightly. We are 
constantly thinking about the important 
role we play in shaping our culture. Whether 
we're creating television shows, making 
films, or working at а newspaper or pub- 
lishing house. Certainly, we must entertain, 
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we must inform and we must provoke. But, 
at the same time, we must take very seri- 
ously the power we have to affect millions 
through our work. That's why we stress the 
importance of individual editorial responsi- 
bility across all of our businesses. But, yes, 
sometimes we do make mistakes. Everyone 
does. The alternative? Well, it's chilling. If 
the media is ruled by fear of crossing an am- 
biguous line, our product will be less vital 
and more homogenous. Our ability to create 
news and entertainment that is thoughtful, 
provocative, and accurately reflects our soci- 
ety wil be compromised. And Americans 
will have far fewer choices. That's why it's 
во critical that we don't chip away at the 
First Amendment until it becomes toothless. 
It must remain absolute in its protections. 

Two weeks from today the U.S. Supreme 
Court is hearing arguments in FCC v. Fox 
Television Stations, the first indecency case 
it has heard since the ‘‘7 Dirty Words" case 
was decided in 1978. At issue is whether Fox 
violated the indecency law when it aired two 
live award programs in which actresses 
blurted out one or two so-called ‘‘fleeting 
expletives." While a case with Cher and Ni- 
cole Richie at its center is probably not one 
we would have chosen to argue before the 
Supreme Court, the truth is, we don’t get to 
pick our cases. In fact, if anyone had told me 
that my company would be before the U.S. 
Supreme Court defending inane comments 
by Cher and Nicole Ritchie, I would have 
said you’re crazy. But I would contend that 
the nature of this speech, and who said it, 
makes absolutely no difference. Because at 
the core of this case is an absolute threat to 
the First Amendment. It hinges on utter- 
ances that were unscripted on live television. 
If we are found in violation, just think about 
the radical ramifications for live program- 
ming—from news, to politics, to sports. In 
fact, to every live broadcast television event. 
The effect would be appalling. 

There is a certain symmetry to the fact 
that the oral argument in this case and the 
election of the 44th President of the United 
States are taking place on the same day: The 
Fox case, if successful, is an affirmation of 
the First Amendment. The election is an af- 
firmation of our democratic process. And the 
two are inextricably intertwined. The First 
Amendment is central to our democratic 
process because it ensures a full and open 
dialogue about the candidates for office. 
Without the First Amendment, our democ- 
racy could not be sustained. 

But the truth is, people don’t think about 
defending broadcasters’ right to utter 
expletives in the same way they think about 
defending one’s right to speak critically of 
our government. But they should. The First 
Amendment is at stake in both cases. As a 
media company, we have not just a right but 
a responsibility to stand up to the govern- 
ment when it crosses that First Amendment 
line in the sand—even if the content we are 
defending is in bad taste. And in the inde- 
cency context, that line has not only been 
crossed, it has been obliterated. That is why 
Fox is fighting the FCC in this and several 
other indecency cases. 

Ill admit: some of the content we are de- 
fending is not particularly tasteful: the 
expletives, the brief nudity, the carefully 
placed whipped cream and, of course, the 
pixels. I would not have allowed my own 
children, when they were younger, to watch 
some of these shows. But, I vow to fight to 
the end for our ability to put occasionally 
controversial, offensive, and even tasteless 
content on the air. 

Why? Because, if the government gets its 
foot in the censorship door with respect to 
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unpopular entertainment content, it is the 
beginning of the steep slide toward censoring 
unpopular political content. And we have 
seen the beginnings of this downward slide in 
а, recent case where the FCC initially found 
indecent content in à news program. If we 
allow our government to intrude into the 
creative process to censor the ‘‘bad words" 
atissue in the Fox case, I am afraid we will 
Soon reach the bottom of the slide—to Amer- 
ica’s detriment. 

Groups that claim to be interested in ‘‘pro- 
tecting children" are helping the govern- 
ment along in its attempts to censor tele- 
vision. While I don’t agree with these groups, 
I do fully support their right to criticize 
what’s on television. But the job of pro- 
tecting children is far too important to leave 
to government bureaucrats or so-called pub- 
lic interest groups. The job of protecting 
children lies with parents. The job of the 
government is to resist the views of interest 
groups with particular agendas and instead 
to enforce the law in a way that is con- 
sistent, fair, and constitutional. So I don’t 
blame these groups for the degradation of 
the First Amendment. I blame our govern- 
ment, which has succumbed to the views of a 
particularly vocal minority. 

Look, I am not insensitive to the fact that 
young children need to be protected. And 
that’s difficult in an era of single parent, or 
two working parent households. But the pro- 
tection of children must be considered in a 
Twenty-First Century light. Nearly every 
TV set sold today includes a V-Chip, which 
allows parents to block content they think 
may be inappropriate for their children. 
Cable, satellite, and telco video providers 
have finely-tuned, comprehensive parental 
controls. And let’s not forget the most pow- 
erful technology available to parents: the on- 
off switch. These tools allow adults to pro- 
tect their kids while still being able to ac- 
cess shows they love. 

We as media companies also have a respon- 
sibility: to rate shows accurately and con- 
sistently so the V-Chip works as it should. 
And, as I said earlier, we need to be respon- 
sible with our creative output. This is some- 
thing we do on a daily basis through our 
Standards and Practices departments, not 
only by exercising editorial judgment but by 
constantly fine-tuning and improving our in- 
ternal controls. 

Let’s step back for a minute and get some 
perspective on this issue. The indecency law 
applies only to broadcast TV: that’s a hand- 
ful of channels. Over 85 percent of the coun- 
try receives their broadcast channels 
through a cable, telco line, or satellite sig- 
nal. Sitting right next to the broadcast 
channels on these multichannel systems are 
hundreds of other channels that are not sub- 
ject to the indecency law. 

And those other channels are just a click 
away on the remote control. Nor does the in- 
decency law apply to video-on-demand, pay 
per view, DVDs, or the mother of all content 
providers: the Internet. Does it really make 
sense to continue government censorship of 
the occasional bad word, brief nudity, or sex- 
ual innuendo on a handful of broadcast chan- 
nels when we live in an environment of infi- 
nitely unregulated choices? In the media- 
rich world we live in, singling out a few 
channels for indecency enforcement is not 
legally sustainable. 

Quite simply, it is time for the government 
to get out of the business of regulating ‘‘in- 
decent” speech on broadcast TV. The threat 
it poses to core First Amendment values 
cannot be justified in our technologically di- 
verse world. Parents have the tools to decide 
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what is appropriate for their children. Let’s 
let parents do their job and fire the govern- 
ment from the job of censoring speech. The 
First Amendment is too important to our 
democratic society—in this and future elec- 
tions—to allow any encroachments to 
threaten our country’s critical freedoms. 
Thank you. 


EE 


IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 


Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect- 
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and 
touching. While energy prices have 
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns 
expressed remain very relevant. To re- 
spect the efforts of those who took the 
opportunity to share their thoughts, I 
am submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through an address set up specifically 
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This is not an issue that will 
be easily resolved, but it is one that de- 
serves immediate and serious atten- 
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard. 
Their stories not only detail their 
struggles to meet everyday expenses, 
but also have suggestions and rec- 
ommendations as to what Congress can 
do now to tackle this problem and find 
solutions that last beyond today. I ask 
unanimous consent to have today's let- 
ters printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

We are glad to hear that at least one of our 
politicians is concerned about how the gaso- 
line prices are affecting the middle class. 
Most of us feel that our government is ex- 
tremely out of touch with the majority of 
the country. 

We are retired on a fixed income and we 
worked hard all our lives and saved to get à 
motor home for vacations, but unfortunately 
we now cannot use it because of the price of 
gasoline and it just sits there. We try to go 
out shopping for groceries and any other ne- 
cessities just once à week, making a list of 
items and stores, color coding so we do not 
forget anything. The cost of energy also has 
increased the price of groceries tremen- 
dously, so basic foods and produce are the 
norm—doing away with any treats. We have 
never seen the price of gasoline increase day 
by day and a nickel to а dime at a time. 

We desperately need to have alternate 
sources of energy, such as coal, windmills, 
Solar and nuclear. We should have been 
building new refineries and recovering oil off 
all of our coasts since the 1970s when this 
same problem came up at that time, but, to 
our shame, we did not. 

Automobiles should get a lot more than 
the 35 mpg that we have heard mentioned for 
future vehicles. It should be at the very least 
60 mpg, and there is no reason in this world 
with our technology that this could not be à 
reality. Something should be done to in- 
crease the mileage on all of the vehicles that 
are already on the road. This is never men- 
tioned. We cannot just go out and buy a hy- 
brid or other fuel efficient vehicle at the 
drop of а hat to help the situation. We drive 
our 2002 Honda 4 cylinder between 55 and 60 
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mph on the highway to increase our fuel effi- 
ciency and you should see the bad looks we 
get. Highway mileage should be lowered to 55 
mph like in the 70s to help conserve. 

We do hope that our government does 
something quickly to improve this situation 
and that it is not handled like it was in the 
70s—all talk and no action. We need to be de- 
pendent on no one but ourselves for our en- 
ergy needs. No one is going to take care of 
the USA and its citizens but the USA itself. 

We need some action now—Please. 

ROBERT AND ROBERTA, Idaho Falls. 

Thanks for the opportunity to respond to 
your e-letter regarding energy costs and gas- 
oline prices. I agree that we in the US are far 
too dependent on petroleum for energy. But 
I think it is à selfish and short-sighted view 
to defeat the climate change legislation. Our 
focus should be, as you mentioned, on using 
less petroleum, not searching for petroleum 
everywhere we can, no matter the ecological 
cost. It is true; we do not have good mass 
transit in Idaho and especially in the more 
densely populated Treasure Valley. I think 
tax dollars would be well spent to improve 
the mass transit situation in the Valley. 

We need to give tax incentives to clean, re- 
newable energy sources and rescind the tax 
breaks given to the huge oil companies who 
have been reaping record profits at the ex- 
pense of all Americans. The answer is in con- 
servation which includes improved mass 
transit and in alternative transportation 
where there would be improved avenues for 
bicycling and walking. 

It is true. I will not be driving as far for va- 
cation this year, though I would like to ex- 
plore areas in Idaho I have not yet seen. It 
now becomes an expensive venture just to 
get to the Sawtooths or White Clouds. 

TIM, Boise. 

I am contacting my Congressman about 
energy just as you have encouraged your 
constituents to do. Iam in dismay, however, 
at the continued opportunism and political 
grandstanding. That is, the only answer I see 
from many is to drill more oil. Every cred- 
ible energy scientist and economist knows 
that this will do little or nothing to curb our 
foreign oil imports and zero to reduce the 
cost of fuel. Yet, despite this ever-predict- 
able call for more domestic oil production, 
you flatly concede that ‘‘speculation [is] now 
driving up the cost of oil." So I ask: why are 
you and your colleagues still calling for 
more drilling when you know what it is you 
can do now to reduce fuel costs? Why are you 
not regulating ‘‘the speculation now driving 
up the cost of oil? Commodities speculators 
are at the heart of extreme oil prices, not 
supply and demand imbalances. We do not 
want to hear any red herring arguments 
about the average Joe’s retirement portfolio 
owning the bulk of oil company shares. The 
issue is speculation; the answer is regulation 
of speculation. 

JASON, Moscow. 

Last week I heard on the news that you 
have received many letters and e-mails re- 
lated to high gas prices. Hence, I have de- 
cided to write in and give you my two cents 
on the matter. 

I believe that the primary culprit that is 
causing high gas prices is globalization; par- 
ticularly in the emerging economies of China 
and India. The rapid growth of their econo- 
mies has drastically increased their demand 
for petroleum. 

Along with developing a comprehensive en- 
ergy policy, the executive and legislative 
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branches of our federal government need to 
re-examine our economic policies, particu- 
larly in areas of foreign trade. During the 
past two decades, the American middle class 
has gotten the short end of the straw when it 
has come to previous trade policies. One does 
not have to look farther than our orchard in- 
dustry in the Treasure Valley. These trade 
policies have really only benefitted the very 
wealthy in our country. When I was in col- 
lege ten years ago, we talked about 
globalization in one of my classes and how if 
China copied the U.S.’s consumption then we 
would be paying a premium for gas. This is 
now reality. 

In conclusion, too often our government 
fails to look long-term. It is time for a 
change. We need to do in-depth independent 
analysis on our trade policies to determine 
what the long term effect will be on the av- 
erage American. Government policies need 
to benefit society as a whole rather than a 
few. Our society is too self-centered on the 
*me" rather than on the collective ‘‘commu- 
nity”. We also need to have a comprehensive 
energy policy. This policy needs to be long 
term and address conservation, efficiency, 
alternative and renewable sources of energy, 
and possibly take into consideration addi- 
tional domestic production of oil with strin- 
gent environmental safeguards and firm con- 
sequences for those companies that fail to 
comply with those safeguards. 

BRENT DANIELSON, Boise. 


I am a single father of two sons, 3 years 
and 13 months old. I am a truck driver. I 
make decent money and have good benefits. 
But these fuel prices have gone too far for 
our society! I am lucky I work at a place 
where I can get a free bag of potatoes every 
once in à while because I cannot go grocery 
Shopping because it is all too expensive! 
Wages have not changed a bit. I am sick of 
it and I am losing almost all of my faith in 
our government and the people representing 
the common people like me. One of my best 
friends who was an owner-operator had to 
quit because diesel got too high for him to 
profit much at all. Now it is been three 
weeks and they just got their phone shut off 
two days ago and their power shut off today. 
My stimulus money has gone to my power 
bill, gas bill, rent etc. Sure you do not like 
to fill up your gas tank but does it cripple 
you financially like it does many, many peo- 
ple?! I think not. I have always stuck up for 
our local and federal government on many 
issues and criticized them on other issues, 
but this time I as well as many people are 
fed up. Seriously this time, I am to the point 
now where I am struggling to make ends 
meet. I have spent over $60 in the last three 
days in gas just to get to work and back— 
that is it! And I am close to empty again and 
I have to get diapers for my son before I go 
to work tomorrow. The diaper money is com- 
ing out of the power bill money I had put 
back. You need to sound off and be heard. At 
least make it known to us that you are voic- 
ing our concerns! 

CAMERON, Boise. 


My husband and I are retired, he is mili- 
tary retired and we recently purchased a 
small travel trailer since he can no longer 
ride his motorcycle and our maiden voyage 
with it cost $300 in gas to go 200 miles round 
trip! Between gas and food prices, we cannot 
afford to go anywhere, much less eat out. We 
have changed our daily living dramatically, 
and it is not à happy way to be in your re- 
tirement years. 

We urge you and all of Congress to start 
drilling in our nation and bring back more 
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nuclear power plants. We must relieve our- 
selves of dependence on foreign oil ASAP. 
Lord only knows what our grandchildren 
have to look forward to at this insane rate! 
ANGELO, Hayden Lake. 

I will get right to the point—my wife and 
I are out of money. Our incomes have not 
changed and our incomes used to pay our 
bills with money to spare. We have a 91 
Honda wagon and а 99 minivan, we pay $50 
and $70 to fill them up. Grocery prices are up 
100% in the last couple years because gas 
prices are killing the trucking industry. Ex- 
pensive gas has made almost everything else 
expensive. Today, after filling both our cars 
with gas and grocery shopping, (with a list, 
mind you), we ran out of money. For the 
first time ever, we put groceries on a credit 
card. We are not credit card people, so this is 
anathema to us. 

When I turn on the TV or radio I hear some 
politician telling us that drilling will not 
make a difference for ten years. As an engi- 
neering student, I cannot stomach that level 
of [deception]. First of all, I do not believe 
that is true and second, if it were true, then 
we sure better get started. What if every 
time an education bill were introduced, we 
responded by saying that we would not see 
the results for 12 years so let us not do it. 
What if I told my child not to go to college 
because they would not see a payoff for at 
least four years so do not bother. We are fi- 
nancially dying and our so-called leaders are 
regurgitating some of the stupidest things I 
have ever heard. 

The bottom line is this: This planet does 
not exist for its own sake, it exists for ours. 
We are not here by some cosmic accident; we 
are here by design and our designer gave us 
the tools we need to live and prosper. The 
failure to drill for new oil and create new re- 
fineries is the result of environmental phi- 
losophies, which are based on evolutionary 
thinking. To the environmentalist, our pur- 
pose here is no more significant than that of 
any other animal, and we, by accident of 
evolution, happen to have the power to sus- 
tain or destroy this environment. Without a 
cosmic caretaker, the earth itself becomes 
our only god and the environmentalist shows 
his worship by reducing or eliminating 
human impact upon it and by treating hu- 
mans as vermin. It is an old religion and I 
am tired of suffering at the hands of it is 
misguided priests. 

Please do your best to release energy, spe- 
cifically nuclear and oil, to the free market 
system. Irrational environmental policy and 
regulation have prohibited natural market 
forces from creating more supply and oil- 
pricing based on speculation has prevented 
the market from determining price. Imagine 
going to Wal-Mart to buy a t-shirt and find- 
ing that they now cost $100; and when you 
ask the owner why this was so, he replies 
that speculators determined that cotton 
crops would fail next year, so in preparation 
they have raised prices early. As you know, 
this is not how prices are determined. The 
cotton producer charges as much as he can 
based on his costs and competitors prices 
and Wal-Mart charges a markup. If cotton 
crops indeed fail next year, then the buyer 
pays more for the rare product and they pass 
the increase to the consumer. When oil spec- 
ulators set price, we pay increases at the 
pumps whether those speculations came true 
or not. There is no real connection to supply. 
Please work to make this kind of price set- 
ting illegal and please work to release drill- 
ing and refinement. The further we remove à 
commodity from the free market grid by so- 
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cialist controls and uneducated environ- 
mental policy the more the people, you 
claim to represent, are hurt. Make the Amer- 
ican dream possible by making it affordable. 
JASON, Boise. 


The rising cost of fuel has a tremendous ef- 
fect on my household consisting of my hus- 
band and myself. I am sole support for our 
family. Senator, as you know, wages in 
Idaho fall behind many other states. The 
cost of gas is outrageous and I blame the 
Congress for a lot of it. Why are we not drill- 
ing in Alaska? Why are we not building re- 
fineries away from coasts where hurricanes 
have a tendency to hit? Why are not all of 
our refineries running full bore? 

There was a Democratic senator from the 
South who retired, I forget his name but he 
wrote a book, “А Grand Party No More". Be- 
fore he retired, he went to see for himself 
where we would drill in Alaska. He said there 
would be no harm to anyone or anything, it 
is so far out in no man’s land. He said if 
there was a leak it would be of no con- 
sequence as it would freeze the minute it hit 
the ground. It is time we push the environ- 
mentalists to the wall and out of the way. I 
believe in saving trees and wildlife, but there 
is no danger to any of these where we would 
drill. I recognize that we need to become 
independent of so much oil but how do we do 
that. I drive a ‘95 Forerunner and it is paid 
for. Not the best gas mileage but it is paid 
for. I cannot afford any kind of a car pay- 
ment for one of those new hybrids. Rebates 
are nothing, $2,000 in exchange for $26,000? 
The cost of a new car buys an awful lot of 
gas. My income does not allow for any car 
payment. 

Everything is going crazy! A loaf of bread 
that cost $2.89 last year is now $4.29. Any- 
thing with corn or wheat is gone out of sight. 
We pay farmers not to grow wheat and now 
I hear we have to import it? How sad for 
America. America has sold its soul to China, 
Mexico, Japan. If we were ever to go into an- 
other world war, we could not even build 
what we would need to fight it. Is there a 
steel mill left in America? Is there a textile 
mill left in America? You would be pretty 
hard pressed to find one, a sad statement on 
us. 

As to what I do? No trips during the week 
except to work and back. If I can do any er- 
rand on the way, great, otherwise, it waits 
till the weekend. I plan one trip, one circle. 
If something is missed, too bad, it is missed. 
The real clincher is this, I tithe to my 
church, I give the Lord 10% of my gross in- 
come. It costs me almost as much, $10 less, 
to keep my car in gasoline between pay- 
checks. Now I think it is pretty awful when 
I have to give the gas company as much as 
I give the Lord. He gives me everything I 
have, the gas company gives me nothing ex- 
cept anger when I hear of the profits they 
make. And I think that pretty well sums it 
up, 10% to the Lord vs. almost as much to 
the gas company! 

DIANNE, Hayden Lake. 


I am a taxi driver here in Boise. In a year's 
time, the cost to fill my tank has increased 
nearly 100% but my average fare has re- 
mained static. If it were not for my military 
retirement, I would no longer make enough 
to cover basic costs and make a profit. I am 
61 years old and am not practiced in a mar- 
ketable skill so the prospect of making a 
move to another occupation is nil. My only 
reasonable hope is that Boise will increase 
our per mile fees in the near future; it is un- 
likely that fuel prices will decrease in the 
near future. 
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І have been watching your position on do- 
mestic drilling with interest. Though alter- 
native energy sources are imperative for the 
future of America, I am pleased to see that 
you share my position that energy self-reli- 
ance is the immediate solution to our 
present crisis. I applaud you and urge you to 
continue your good work and prosecute this 
agenda with rigor. 

EARLE, Boise. 

Not only is the fuel much too high but I 
cannot find employment. I am over 60, have 
experience, but it seems I am ‘‘over-quali- 
fied" or I need more "experience". What a 
lot of rubbish! I call it age discrimination, 
but that is difficult to prove. With the fuel 
prices so high, if I do find employment, it 
will take à huge chunk of my pay just to get 
back and forth to work. Are unemployment 
benefits going to be extended for Idaho resi- 
dents? My benefits ended this week, no hope 
of à job in sight and my husband can not 
work due to medical reasons. What is а per- 
Son to do? 

Getting Desperate. 

JANET, Emmett. 

As Director of Gritman Adult Day Health 
which provides day health care for elders 
who want to remain in their own home in 
Moscow and Latah County, I am including 
an article from the NY Times which talks 
about the cost of gas and how it affects rural 
elderly. It is very sad that these folks who 
often aren't able to drive are so affected by 
the cost of gas. Please do everything you can 
to remedy this: http://online.wsj.com/article/ 
$B121263496261947543. html?mod=googlenews _ 
wsj 

BARB, Moscow. 

Gasoline prices are now far too high for the 
average family, and causing increasing rises 
in the cost of living in many other areas. For 
instance, every time one goes to the grocery 
store, an increase in pricing is noted on 
items, and thus causing many to have to go 
without needed supplies. Saving a percentage 
of income has become just a dream for many, 
and others cannot make ends meet without 
going into further debt. 

BEVERLY, Parma. 

Yes, gas has gotten way out of hand. Do 
what you can to decrease the costs and re- 
turn to a life with some normalcy. 

DIANA, Kootenai. 

Thank you for at least noticing that we 
have a problem with the cost. I do not be- 
lieve, however, that anything can be done 
with out us paying somewhere else. I make a 
good living working for the military here in 
Boise but am still unable to put any money 
aside. It is funny that every time we receive 
a pay raise that the price of fuel goes up and 
our health care premiums grow as well, so 
you never see any savings. Thanks again; 
good luck with this effort. 

CLINTON, Emmett. 


EE 
RETIREMENT OF WAYNE RIDDLE 


Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I wel- 
come this opportunity to pay tribute 
to Wayne Riddle, who is retiring at the 
end of this year from the Congressional 
Research Service. Wayne is the model 
of a dedicated and talented public serv- 
ant. He has spent his career working 
out of the public eye for the greater 
good, providing excellent assistance to 
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all of us in Congress for over three dec- 
ades, and also taking time to mentor 
younger staffers. 

Wayne is a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Virginia. He earned a master’s 
degree in economics from George 
Washington University while working 
at the Congressional Research Service, 
where he has spent the past 36 years 
serving as a key analyst on elementary 
and secondary education, and twice as 
head of the Education and Labor Sec- 
tion at CRS. 

Throughout that time, Congress has 
given high priority to strengthening 
the Nation’s schools, and Wayne has 
been helping us immensely every step 
of the way. He began not long after the 
passage of the original Elementary and 
Secondary Education Act of 1965—the 
Federal Government’s major program 
to improve educational opportunities 
for low-income students. Wayne has 
been indispensable in our work on 
every subsequent reauthorization of 
the act and on all our other efforts on 
elementary and secondary education, 
including the Goals 2000 Act during the 
Clinton administration and the No 
Child Left Behind Act during the cur- 
rent Bush administration. His guid- 
ance, support and knowledge on issues 
big and small have been invaluable to 
us time and again. 

As Wayne retires to devote more 
time to his family, I know that his col- 
leagues at CRS will miss him, and so 
will we. I wish him a long, healthy, and 
happy retirement. He certainly de- 
serves it, because he has served our 
country well, and made a very real dif- 
ference in the lives of countless chil- 
dren who have benefited in their edu- 
cation because of his expertise and 
dedication. 


EE 
REMEMBERING TONY DEAN 


Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today I 
wish to recognize the passing of a very 
close friend of mine, Tony Dean. As one 
of this Nation’s foremost conservation- 
ists, one would be hard put to find 
someone who cared more about wildlife 
and the environment. Tony passed 
away on October 19. 

I had known Tony for years with his 
radio and television broadcasting, but I 
was fortunate enough to get to know 
him much better in my 2002 Senate 
campaign. He told me that he was will- 
ing to do whatever I needed him to do, 
and he was honest to his word. With his 
natural and effective connection to tel- 
evision viewers, Tony starred in two 
commercials that were critical to the 
success of my 2002 campaign. I have no 
doubt that Tony’s support was crucial, 
though it resulted in many tests to his 
courage. Even amidst the backlash of 
his supporting my campaign, he said, 
“Tim, I know I did the right thing, and 
га do it again in a second." Tony 
stared down the people who threatened 
him, and he refused to blink. 
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During Senator TED KENNEDY’s eu- 
logy of his brother Robert, Senator 
KENNEDY stated that, ‘‘Few are willing 
to brave the disapproval of their fel- 
lows, the censure of their colleagues, 
the wrath of their society. Moral cour- 
age is а rarer commodity than bravery 
in battle or great intelligence. Yet it is 
the one essential, vital quality for 
those who seek to change а world that 
yields most painfully to change." Tony 
had all those qualities, though most 
importantly, moral courage. And Tony 
Dean had moral courage in spades. 

It was my pleasure to have worked 
with Tony and I would like to offer my 
condolences to his family, friends, and 
fellow advocates. They have much to 
be proud of, and it is my hope that 
their memories will be rich with the 
great many accomplishments he 
achieved during his career. Those of us 
who loved him pray that what he was 
to us and what he wished for others 
will someday come to pass for the 
world. We will miss you, Tony. More 
than any of us can say. 


EE 


FORT POLK BARRACKS 
PRIVATIZATION PILOT PROGRAM 


Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, on 
September 27, the Senate passed the 
Duncan Hunter National Defense Au- 
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2009, 
which the President signed into law on 
October 14. The legislation includes 
critical provisions that will directly 
improve the quality of life for our men 
and women in uniform, support needed 
reforms in the operations of the De- 
partment of Defense and provide our 
soldiers, sailors, Air Force personnel 
and marines with the tools they need 
to defend our freedom. I thank and 
commend Senator LEVIN and our col- 
leagues on the Armed Services Com- 
mittee for the thorough work on this 
detailed legislation and their persever- 
ance in crafting the legislation in a dif- 
ficult and at times uncertain process. 

There were a number of filed floor 
amendments to the bill that were not 
able to be considered because of the 
procedural situation on the floor in 
September. The managers of the bill, 
Senator LEVIN and Senator WARNER, 
stated that they had prepared a set of 
over 90 cleared amendments in a man- 
agers’ package for which they believed 
they had unanimous consent to include 
in the bill. It is my understanding that 
one of those amendments was the pro- 
vision I had filed to expand the existing 
pilot authority in section 2881a of title 
10, to authorize the Army to carry out 
a pilot program using the private sec- 
tor for the acquisition or construction 
of military unaccompanied housing for 
all ranks in an arrangement similar to 
what we have carried successfully with 
the privatization of family housing and 
senior unaccompanied soldiers. While I 
was very disappointed that the amend- 
ment could not be adopted because of 
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the procedural situation, I want to 
thank Senator LEVIN and the other 
members of the committee for their 
willingness to support inclusion of the 
public-private sector partnership ap- 
proach for ensuring improved housing 
for all ranks of our single soldiers. 

The Army already has five similar 
privatization projects underway for 
Senior unaccompanied enlisted  per- 
Sonnel or officers. The business case for 
these projects shows that they are not 
only less costly than traditional gov- 
ernment-funded construction and 
sustainment, but more importantly, 
the living conditions are vastly im- 
proved as soldiers have access to larg- 
er, modern apartments on post. The 
living conditions for these soldiers and 
officers will be enhanced to the same 
level as that of military members with 
families. 

Given our Nation's current financial 
crisis, defense spending is likely to 
come under great stress over the next 
few years. Historically the Army and 
the other services have had great chal- 
lenges in maintaining even minimum 
levels of housing sustainment and revi- 
talization funding to keep our barracks 
fit for our soldiers. I can speak from 
personal experience about the serious 
deficiencies in the barracks at Fort 
Polk in Leesville. Despite the recent 
increase in Army funding for barracks 
revitalization there, I worry that need- 
ed long-term funding will be difficult 
to secure under the traditional model 
to prevent deterioration in the longer 
run. Improved quality of life, including 
housing, is critical to the retention of 
our enlisted soldiers, and critical to 
keeping our All Volunteer force strong. 
Partnerships between the Army and 
the private sector for this segment of 
our military housing will be needed as 
a fundamental long-term solution to 
providing the best housing for our sol- 
diers. 

Despite the procedural setback in 
September, I appreciate the support we 
received for our amendment and am 
committed to continue working with 
the Armed Services Committee to ad- 
vance this issue in 2009. We are also 
hopeful that the Army will use its ex- 
isting authorities to begin extending 
the successful privatization model to 
construction and revitalization of Bar- 
racks for all of our soldiers. 


— ME — 


ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 


TRIBUTE TO DR. XIAOMING TIAN 


ө Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, today 
I pay tribute to the outstanding 
achievements of Dr. Xiaoming Tian. 
For many years, Dr. Tian has been rec- 
ognized as a leading practitioner of 
Chinese medicine, acupuncture and al- 
ternative medicine in the United 
States. I am very pleased that Dr. 
Tian’s recognition was extended world- 
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wide when he received the prestigious 
World Federation of Chinese Medicine 
Societies, WFCMS, world award for dis- 
tinguished physician earlier this year. 

This award is the highest honor the 
WFCMS can bestow, and it is only pre- 
sented to a handful of physicians each 
year. This year, only 10 clinical physi- 
cians worldwide were honored and Dr. 
Tian received the distinction of the 
only recipient in the United States. 

The World Federation of Chinese 
Medicine Societies was founded in 2003 
and is headquartered in Beijing. Cur- 
rently, the federation is chaired by Dr. 
She Jing, Vice-Minister of Health and 
Director of the State Administration of 
Traditional Chinese Medicine of the 
People’s Republic of China. The 
WFCMS includes 174 Chinese medical 
associations from 55 countries and is 
the highest global organization of Chi- 
nese medicine. 

In honoring Dr. Tian, the WFCMS re- 
ports, “Юг. Xiaoming Tian’s great con- 
tributions include many different areas 
such as clinical medicine, research, 
new Chinese herbal medicine develop- 
ment, education and health care pol- 
icy. Dr. Tian is highly respected by 
medical professionals and patients in 
the United States." 

As the WFCMS noted, in May of 1991 
Dr. Tian established the first Chinese 
acupuncture clinic at the National In- 
stitute of Health, NIH, Clinical Center. 
This clinic represented the first time 
that the NIH had formally recognized 
acupuncture as a routine treatment 
and had developed a procedure code for 
it. Dr. Tian became the first clinical 
consultant on acupuncture within 
NIH’s medical staff. 

In addition to his work at NIH, Dr. 
Tian has taken part in a variety of dif- 
ferent research endeavors including an 
intramural study on the efforts of 
using acupuncture to treat cancer pa- 
tients from 1992-1993 and an appoint- 
ment by President Clinton as one of 20 
members of the White House Commis- 
sion on Complementary and Alter- 
native Medicine Policy set up to report 
on policy changes that would ensure 
the potential benefits of complemen- 
tary and alternative medicine from 
2000-2002. 

More recently, as a co-investigator, 
Dr. Tian participated in a Georgetown 
University Medical Center study of 
using acupuncture to treat 
fibromyalgia. The study, conducted 
under the auspices of an NIH grant, 
was a pioneer study in rheumatism re- 
search. Dr. Tian has also served as an 
adjunct professor in the Department of 
Internal Medicine and Rheumatology 
at Georgetown University Medical 
School. He has been the Director of the 
Wildwood Acupuncture Center and 
Academy of Acupuncture and Clinical 
Medicine since 1986 and, with Professor 
Shangaing Chen, Dr. Tian established 
an osteoporosis and osteoarthritis re- 
search center at Beijing Medical Uni- 
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versity in China. Finally, in 2006, Dr. 
Tian was appointed to a four-year term 
on the Cancer Complementary and А1- 
ternative Medicine Editorial Board of 
the National Cancer Institute’s Physi- 
cian Data Query, PDQ, system, the 
comprehensive cancer database. 

It is fitting that we pay tribute to 
the achievements of Dr. Xioming Tian, 
who has done so much to help patients 
with his groundbreaking research and 
treatment in the emerging field of 
complementary and alternative medi- 
cine. I congratulate Dr. Tian on his dis- 
tinguished award and ask that he con- 
tinue his fine work.e 


EE 
TRIBUTE TO DR. JAMES TEGNELIA 


ө Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, today 
I wish to pay tribute to Dr. James 
Tegnelia who will be retiring from his 
position as the Director of the Defense 
Threat Reduction Agency, DTRA, in 
February 2009 and returning to New 
Mexico. 

The DTRA is charged with safe- 
guarding the United States and its al- 
lies from the threat of weapons of mass 
destruction, WMD, and consists of a 
2,000 member team. Dr. Tegnelia has 
been the Director of this prestigious 
Agency since February of 2005 and has 
been an integral part of its many ac- 
complishments. 

Prior to his appointment as the Di- 
rector of the DTRA, Dr. Tegnelia was 
the vice president, Department of De- 
fense Programs, at Sandia National 
Laboratory in Albuquerque, NM, start- 
ing in 1998. He has been involved in de- 
fense-related fields since 1971 and has a 
long and distinguished career in cham- 
pioning innovative causes. From in- 
creasing the DT'RA’s efforts in science 
and technology investment in nuclear 
detection, nuclear forensics and ad- 
vanced energetic capabilities, to work- 
ing on the global stage in the inter- 
national effort to counter WMD—in 
part through the establishment of re- 
gional and global nonproliferation 
partnerships—Dr. Tegnelia has been a 
true leader in protecting our great Na- 
tion. 

In addition to his leadership in secur- 
ing our country and its allies from the 
threat of WMD, Dr. Tegnelia has 
worked to strengthen the capabilities 
of the DTRA, transforming the Agency 
into a combat support-focused, tech- 
nically agile and operationally rel- 
evant organization. 

Dr. Tegnelia has been a great asset to 
the DTRA and to the protection of our 
Nation. My wife Nancy and I wish Dr. 
Tegnelia and his family the best in his 
retirement and subsequent return to 
our great State of New Mexico.e 


SE 


IOWA DEPARTMENT OF 
EDUCATION 


e Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, in Iowa 
and across the United States, a new 
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School year is well underway. As you 
know, Iowa public schools have an ex- 
cellent reputation nationwide, and 
Iowa students’ test scores are among 
the highest in the Nation. 

I would like to take just а few min- 
utes today to salute several dedicated 
public servants at the Iowa Depart- 
ment of Education, and to report on 
their successful involvement in а 
unique Federal partnership to repair 
and modernize school facilities. 

This fall marks the 10th year of the 
Iowa Demonstration Construction 
Grant Program. 'That is its formal 
name, but it is better known among 
educators in Iowa as the program of 
Harkin grants for Iowa public schools. 
Since 1998, I have been fortunate to se- 
cure a total of $121 million for the Iowa 
Department of Education, which se- 
lects worthy school districts to receive 
these grants for a range of renovation 
and repair efforts—everything from up- 
dating fire safety systems to building 
new schools or renovating existing fa- 
cilities. In many cases, this Federal 
funding is used to leverage public and/ 
or private local funding, so it often has 
a tremendous multiplier effect in a 
local school district. 

The Federal funding has made a real 
difference for the 304 Iowa school dis- 
tricts that have received Harkin grants 
over the past decade. The grants have 
helped school districts from Waukon to 
Glenwood and from Keokuk to Rock 
Rapids build new schools, add new 
classrooms, renovate facilities and 
bring buildings up to fire codes. 

The progress we have witnessed is 
due, in large part, to the hard work and 
leadership of the Iowa Department of 
Education. When this program began, 
the department did not have experience 
in administering à grant program of 
this kind, but key personnel stepped up 
to plate to create and implement the 
Successful program we have today. 

In the last 10 years, department staff 
have received, reviewed, processed and 
Scored 1,370 grant applications which 
resulted in 820 grant awards and com- 
pletion of 773 projects. The department 
processed thousands of payment re- 
quests for project costs, conducted 
more than 300 site visits to monitor the 
program and provided the professional 
administration that taxpayers deserve. 

Isalute the entire staff, administra- 
tion, and governance of the Iowa De- 
partment of Education for their excel- 
lent work. In particular, I would like 
to recognize C. Milton Wilson, Leland 
Tack, Ann McCarthy and Ted Stilwill 
for their leadership in helping create 
the program in 1998. They provided а 
strong foundation that was built on by 
their highly capable successors—Gary 
Schwartz, Janice Evans, Jeff Berger, 
Jim Addy and Judy Jeffrey. 

I would also like to express my ap- 
preciation to the individuals who have 
served on the School Budget Review 
Committee—Cynthia Eisenhauer, Mi- 
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chael Tramontina, Charlie Krogmeier, 
Clark Yeager, Wayne Drexler, Marilyn 
Perkins, Connie Cook, Su McCurdy, 
Don Hansen, and Jane Babcock—for 
their skilled oversight of the program 
and to the Iowa State Board of Edu- 
cation for their leadership and support. 

As we mark the 10th anniversary of 
the Harkin school grant program in 
Iowa, I am obliged to point out that 
many thousands of school buildings 
and facilities across the United States 
are in dire need of renovation or re- 
placement. In my State of Iowa alone, 
according to a recent study, some 79 
percent of public schools need to be up- 
graded or repaired. The harsh reality is 
that the average age of school build- 
ings in the United States is nearly 50 
years. 

Too often, our children visit ultra 
modern shopping malls and gleaming 
sports arenas on weekends, but during 
the week go to school in rundown or 
antiquated facilities. This sends ex- 
actly the wrong message to our young 
people about our priorities. We have to 
do better. 

That is why I am deeply grateful to 
the professionals at the Iowa Depart- 
ment of Education. There is no ques- 
tion that a quality public education for 
every child is a top priority in our 
state. I salute them and wish them 
well.e 


CONGRATULATING THE WASH- 
INGTON PAVILION OF ARTS AND 
SCIENCE 


e Mr. JOHNSON. Mr. President, today 
I honor the board of directors and dedi- 
cated staff at the Washington Pavilion 
of Arts and Science in Sioux Falls, SD, 
on their accreditation by the American 
Associate of Museums. Since its cre- 
ation in 1999, the Washington Pavilion 
of Arts and Science has provided edu- 
cation and inspiration to those of all 
ages in the Sioux Falls region. 

The Washington Pavilion has three 
main program areas, all designed to 
make art and science a part of every- 
day life. The Kirby Science Discovery 
Center introduces visitors to things 
like hands-on archeology, weather, and 
space shuttles. The Wells Fargo 
CineDome Theatre allows viewers to 
travel the universe or witness nature 
in vivid detail. Lastly, the Visual Arts 
Center brings art to all generations 
with its six galleries and changing ex- 
hibits. 

I wish to congratulate the Wash- 
ington Pavilion of Arts and Science on 
reaching this milestone in their mis- 
sion, and for their service to the com- 
munity. Once again, I commend the in- 
dividuals involved in this enterprise 
and am pleased to see them publicly 
honored with accreditation by the 
American Association of Museums.e 
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TRIBUTE TO WILLIAM D. 
WAGONER 


e Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I wel- 
come this opportunity to commend 
William D. Wagoner of Royal Oak, MI, 
who last week retired from a long and 
distinguished career in public service. 
For the past 35 years, Dr. Wagoner 
dedicated his career to the public good, 
working to establish innovative and 
sustainable practices in urban plan- 
ning, emergency management, and 
teaching the next generation of plan- 
ners and emergency responders. His ex- 
traordinary career spanned the entire 
spectrum of government service, from 
the local level to the Federal level. 

Dr. Wagoner began his career in serv- 
ice by teaching history and political 
science at a public high school in 
Clarkston, MI. He went on to earn his 
master’s degree in urban planning and 
his doctorate in public administration. 

For 18 productive years, he served as 
assistant city manager in Berkley, MI, 
a large suburb of Detroit, and for the 
past 16 years has been director of plan- 
ning and community development for 
Livingston County, the fastest growing 
county in Michigan. Dr. Wagoner has 
written several books on urban plan- 
ning and emergency response, and has 
served for decades as an instructor for 
the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency. 

President Kennedy asked a genera- 
tion of Americans to give of themselves 
for our country and for its future. Dr. 
Wagoner answered President Kennedy’s 
call and has inspired countless others, 
who have worked with him or who have 
been his students, to do the same. I 
congratulate Dr. Wagoner for his re- 
markable public service, and I wish 
him a long and healthy and happy re- 
tirement. He has served America well.e 


— E 


TRIBUTE TO STANLEY E. REED 


ө Mrs. LINCOLN. Mr. President, it is 
with great pleasure that I rise today to 
honor and recognize over 25 years of 
service by Stanley E. Reed to our great 
State of Arkansas. A third-generation 
cotton farmer from Marianna, AR, 
Stanley has served the Arkansas agri- 
culture community with steady leader- 
Ship for over 20 years as a member of 
the Arkansas Farm Bureau Federation 
board, including the last five as presi- 
dent. At the upcoming Farm Bureau 
State Convention on December 4, Stan- 
ley will hand over the gavel as presi- 
dent, and I wanted to take this oppor- 
tunity to recognize his many contribu- 
tions to our State. 

Born in Marianna in 1951, Stanley at- 
tended the University of Arkansas 
where he graduated in 1978 with a de- 
gree in Agricultural Engineering and 
was awarded Highest Honors. Although 
Stanley was a tremendous student, he 
also displayed his leadership skills 
early on, serving as President of Sigma 
Alpha Epsilon Fraternity, President of 
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the Inter Fraternity Council, and 
President of the Cardinal XX Honorary 
Society. Upon graduation, Stanley at- 
tended the University of Arkansas 
School of Law were he received his 
Juris Doctorate in 1976 and was also 
awarded Highest Honors. Upon taking 
the Arkansas Bar Exam that year, 
Stanley scored the highest grade in the 
State. 

Although licensed as an attorney, 
Stanley returned to the family farm, 
producing cotton in Lee and St. 
Francis Counties. He soon became ac- 
tive within the agricultural commu- 
nity and served as president of the Lee 
County Farm Bureau from 1982-1984. 
Soon after, he joined the board of di- 
rectors of the Arkansas Farm Bureau 
Federation in 1988, later serving as sec- 
retary-treasurer for 6 years, vice presi- 
dent for 4 years, and, as I mentioned 
before, president for the past 6 years. 
He has also served on the American 
Farm Bureau Board of Directors since 
2004. 

His involvement in the Arkansas ag- 
riculture community has led him on 
trade missions to Taiwan, Korea, 
Japan, Mexico, Turkey, Brazil, South 
Korea, and Peru. In addition, I had the 
good fortune to be joined by Stanley 
and other Arkansas farmers on a trade 
mission to Cuba in 2000 to discuss the 
opening of the Cuban market to Arkan- 
sas goods. 

What makes Stanley so unique, 
though, is that his service to Arkansas 
extends beyond the agriculture world. 
Education has always been a priority 
for him. He served for 4 years on the 
Lee Academy School Board, where his 
children attended, and he just recently 
completed a 10-year term on the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas Board of Trustees, 
where he served as chairman for 2 
years. He is a member of the Arkansas 
Academy for Agriculture Engineers 
and has been honored as Distinguished 
Alumni of the College of Engineering. 
Additionally, he has served on the 
board of directors for Baptist Health 
and as a board member of Simmons 
First National Bank. 

Faith is an important part of Stan- 
ley’s life. A member of the First Bap- 
tist Church in Marianna, Stanley has 
served as a Deacon in the church and 
taught youth and adult Sunday School 
classes for over 20 years. More impor- 
tantly, he has been involved in prison 
ministries locally and oversaw the 
fundraising and construction of the 
prison chapel at an Arkansas Depart- 
ment of Corrections facility. 

And last but certainly not least, 
Stanley’s family—his wife Charlene 
and three children, Haley Davis, Na- 
than, and Anna—has been a tremen- 
dous source of pride and inspiration for 
him. In fact, Nathan is carrying on the 
family farming tradition and works 
with Stanley on the farm. Stanley is 
also the proud grandfather to Anna 
Kate, Jack, and Haven Davis. 
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As you can see, Stanley Reed is Ar- 
kansas through and through. So as he 
steps down as president of the Arkan- 
sas Farm Bureau, I want to thank him 
for all that he has done for Arkansas 
and in particularly, the Arkansas agri- 
culture community. Stanley, although 
you are ending your tenure, I know you 
will not be far away. I look forward to 
working with you and know you will 
continue to make your impact felt in 
your community and in the State you 
love so much.e 


EE 
TRIBUTE TO DR. CHARLES E. LEA 


e Mrs. McCASKILL. Mr. President, 
today I wish to speak about the life of 
a truly outstanding Missourian. On Oc- 
tober 7, 2008, this nation lost a son, a 
soldier, and a community servant when 
Dr. Charles E. Lea of Lexington, MO, 
passed away. While we mourn his pass- 
ing, we are extraordinarily grateful for 
all that he gave to his community, his 
State, and his country during his life- 
time. 

I believe that Dr. Lea is a wonderful 
example and reminder of the brave men 
and women who have served our coun- 
try in the past and continue to serve it 
today in this time of great need. 

In 1957, Dr. Lea graduated from the 
United States Military Academy at 
West Point, and after putting himself 
through medical school at the Univer- 
sity of Missouri, volunteered for serv- 
ice in Vietnam. Widely regarded and 
recognized as a humble servant, Dr. 
Lea was awarded the Bronze Star, the 
Legion of Merit, the Soldier’s Medal, 
four Air Medals, the Army Commenda- 
tion Medal, the Vietnam Cross of Gal- 
lantry, the Combat Medical Badge, and 
the Parachutist Badge for his service. 

While awards and commendations ob- 
viously show a great deal about a per- 
son, I am a believer that the strength 
of a person’s character is revealed in 
his or her daily actions. Those who 
knew Dr. Lea best shared an anecdote 
with me regarding his time in Viet- 
nam. Dr. Lea was featured in news- 
papers and on television here at home 
for his efforts during the war to save a 
village elephant that had been shot. 
Seemingly insignificant at the time, 
those efforts placed the United States, 
and our servicemen and women, in high 
regard in the eyes of the Vietnamese 
village. This small effort, not part of 
his duty or orders, but undertaken by a 
man trying to make a difference, had 
an extensive impact. 

Following his military service, Dr. 
Lea became a general practice family 
physician and served countless families 
in Oklahoma and Missouri throughout 
his medical career. 

As I reflect on Dr. Lea’s life today, I 
am reminded not only of the value of 
his personal service and sacrifice, but 
of the committed service and selfless 
sacrifice of all the men and women who 
have served this country in uniform. 
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America owes a large debt to all of the 
remarkable men and women who have 
served this great nation. I would like 
to express my sincere thanks to Dr. 
Lea and his family, and in remem- 
brance of his life and his service, my 
utmost gratitude goes to all those who 
have served.e 


EEE 
TRIBUTE TO DR. RONALD DAVIS 


e Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
today I honor a truly great man and a 
good friend, Dr. Ronald Davis, who died 
on November 6, 2008 at his home near 
East Lansing, MI. 

Dr. Davis was an outstanding physi- 
cian, a great leader, and an effective, 
impassioned advocate for the unin- 
sured. As President of the American 
Medical Association, Ron helped focus 
our attention on making sure health 
care was available and affordable for 
all Americans. 

We worked together earlier this year 
on the Farm Bill—an unusual issue for 
physicians to get involved in—but Ron 
and I were committed to making sure 
our Federal farm policy promoted 
health and nutrition. With his help, we 
passed a truly groundbreaking farm 
bill that increased the Federal commit- 
ment to fresh fruits and vegetables. 

Last February, Ron was diagnosed 
with pancreatic cancer. This cancer, 
which affects over 37,000 Americans 
each year, is unfortunately one of the 
hardest to treat. But Ron didn't see it 
that way. He told his fellow doctors, 
“Never take away someone's hope," 
and he lived by those words. 

Even while undergoing painful and 
difficult cancer treatments, Ron was 
on the front lines, educating the public 
about support Web sites for cancer pa- 
tients that allow families to stay in- 
formed while building а support net- 
work for the patient. 

A champion for preventative medi- 
cine and public health, Dr. Davis was à 
leading advocate for healthier life- 
Styles. He traveled the country urging 
Americans to quit smoking, exercise 
more, and eat better. 

He also led the effort for the historic 
apology by the AMA to African-Amer- 
ican doctors for the organization's past 
exclusion of Black physicians. He be- 
lieved that “Фу confronting the past we 
can embrace the future," and pushed to 
increase enrollments by minorities in 
medical schools and health professions. 

I want to express my deepest sym- 
pathies to his wife Nadine and his three 
Sons, Jared, Evan, and Connor. Amer- 
ica has lost a great doctor, and his 
family has lost a great man. Ron's ex- 
traordinary record of community serv- 
ice, dedication, and courage should 
Serve as an inspiration to us all.e 


EE 


MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
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the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
Secretaries. 


ee 


EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 


As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
and a treaty which were referred to the 
appropriate committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro- 
ceedings.) 


re 


MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 


At 3:01 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Zapata, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that pursuant to section 
1238(0)(3) of the Floyd D. Spence Na- 
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2001 (22 U.S.C. 17002), 
amended by division P of the Consoli- 
dated Appropriations Resolution, 2003 
(22 U.S.C. 6901), and the order of the 
House of January 4, 2007, the Speaker 
reappoints the following member on 
the part of the House of Representa- 
tives to the United States-China Eco- 
nomic and Security Review Commis- 
sion, effective January 1, 2009: Mr. Mi- 
chael Wessel of Falls Church, Virginia. 


At 5:01 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Zapata, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that pursuant to section 
125(c)(1) of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (Public Law 
110-843), and the order of the House of 
January 4, 2007, the Minority Leader 
appoints the following Member on the 
part of the House of Representatives to 
the Congressional Oversight Panel: Mr. 
HENSARLING of Texas. 


EE 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 


The message also announced that the 
Speaker had signed the following en- 
rolled bills: 


S. 602. An act to develop the next genera- 
tion of parental control technology. 

S. 1193. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to take into trust 2 parcels of 
Federal land for the benefit of certain Indian 
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 5714. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition 
and celebration of the establishment of the 
United States Army in 1775, to honor the 
American soldier of both today and yester- 
day, in wartime and in peace, and to com- 
memorate the traditions, history, and herit- 
age of the United States Army and its role in 
American society, from the Colonial period 
to today. 

H.R. 6867. An act to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation. 


The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the Acting President pro 
tempore (Mr. REID). 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 


The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc- 
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC-8736. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled ‘“‘Walnuts Grown in California; In- 
creased Assessment Rate" (Docket No. AMS- 
FV-08-0054) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu- 
trition, and Forestry. 

EC-8737. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Agricultural Marketing Serv- 
ice, Department of Agriculture, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled * National Organic Program (NOP), 
Sunset Review (2008)" (RINO0581-AC76) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For- 
estry. 

EC-8738. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Review Group, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Cotton 
Program Changes for Loans, Loan Deficiency 
Payments, Upland Cotton, and Extra Long 
Staple (ELS) Cotton" (RINO0560-AH81) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For- 
estry. 

EC-8739. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of а vio- 
lation of the Antideficiency Act that oc- 
curred within the Third United States Army, 
U.S. Army Central Command, and has been 
assigned case number 05-17; to the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations. 

EC-8740. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а violation of 
the Antideficiency Act that occurred in the 
Department of the Treasury in the Direct 
Loan Financing Account; to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

EC-8741. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi- 
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port entitled Special Working Group on Re- 
serve Component Members Returning from 
Deployment in Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
Operation Enduring Freedom”; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

[820NO8-330] (810735) EC-8742. 

EC-8742. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi- 
ness), transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port entitled “Long-Term Operational Mis- 
sions Performed by Reserve Component 
Members Providing Operational Support 
Pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 115(b)’’; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC-8743. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, a quarterly report 
entitled, ‘‘Acceptance of Contributions for 
Defense Programs, Projects, and Activities; 
Defense Cooperation Account’’; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC-8744. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi- 
ness), transmitting a report on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Stephen G. 
Wood, United States Air Force, and his ad- 
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the retired list; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 
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EC-8745. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Navy (Installations and 
Environment), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the notification of 
the decision to cancel the Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget Circular A-76 public-pri- 
vate competition for the Commander, Navy 
Installations Command Emergency Manage- 
ment Dispatch Support Services; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

EC-8746. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report on the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to Iran 
that was declared in Executive Order 12170 
on November 14, 1979; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8747. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report on the continuation of 
the national emergency with respect to the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 
that was declared in Executive Order 12938 
on November 14, 1994; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8748. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to 
Syria that was declared in Executive Order 
13338 of May 11, 2004; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8749. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to Iran 
that was declared in Executive Order 12170 of 
November 14, 1979; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8750. A communication from the Chair- 
man and President, Export-Import Bank of 
the United States, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to a transaction in- 
volving U.S. exports to Ireland; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8751. A communication from the Chair- 
man and President, Export-Import Bank of 
the United States, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to transactions involv- 
ing U.S. exports to The Netherlands; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-8752. A communication from the Asso- 
ciate Director, Office of Foreign Assets Con- 
trol, Department of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled *Iranian Transactions Regulations’’ 
(31 CFR Part 560) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8753. A communication from the Asso- 
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Pet Ownership for the Elder- 
ly and Persons With Disabilities" (RIN2501- 
AD81) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 12, 2008; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-8754. A communication from the Asso- 
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of Fair Housing and 
Equal Opportunity, Department of Housing 
and Urban Development, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Design and Construction Requirements; 
Compliance With ANSI А117.1 Standards" 
(RIN2529-AA92) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Banking, Housing, 
and Urban Affairs. 
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EC-8755. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Flood Elevation 
Determinations" (Docket No. FEMA-B-1011) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8756. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Final Flood Elevation Deter- 
minations" ((44 CFR Part 67)(73 FR 63647)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8757. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility" (Docket No. FEMA-8047) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8758. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Con- 
forming Changes to Certain End-User/End- 
Use Based Controls in the EAR; Clarification 
of the Term “Transfer” and Related Terms 
as Used in the EAR" (RIN0694-AD59) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8759. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled ‘‘De- 
posit Insurance Regulations; Temporary In- 
crease in Standard Coverage Amount; Mort- 
gage Servicing Accounts” (RIN3064-AD36) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8760. A communication from the Spe- 
cial Assistant to the Board of Governors of 
the Federal Reserve System, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Prohibition on Funding of Unlawful Inter- 
net Gambling" (RIN1505-AB78) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8761. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Administrator for Fisheries, De- 
partment of Commerce, and the Director, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting jointly, the 2007 
Biennial Report on Striped Bass Popu- 
lations; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8762. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Commis- 
sion’s fourth annual report on ethanol mar- 
ket concentration; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8763. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Surfclam and Ocean Quahog 
Fisheries; Suspension of Minimum Atlantic 
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Surfclam Size Limit for Fishing Year 2009" 
(RIN0648-XJ86) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8764. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish- 
eries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, and 
South Atlantic; Reef Fish Fishery of the 
Gulf of Mexico; Reopening of the 2008 Deep- 
water Grouper and Tilefish Commercial 
Fisheries" (RIN0648-XK40) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8765. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish- 
eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off 
Alaska; Atka Mackerel by Vessels in the 
Amendment 80 Limited Access Fishery in 
the Western Aleutian District of the Bering 
Sea and Aleutian Islands Management Area" 
(RIN0648-XK85) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8766. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Office of Sustainable Fisheries, 
National Marine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Fish- 
eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off 
Alaska; Pacific Cod by Vessels Catching Pa- 
cific Cod for Processing by the Inshore Com- 
ponent in the Central Regulatory Area of the 
Gulf of Alaska" (RIN0648-XK86) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8767. А communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Non-American 
Fisheries Act Crab Vessels Catching Pacific 
Cod for Processing by the Inshore Compo- 
nent in the Central Regulatory Area of the 
Gulf of Alaska" (RIN0648-XK79) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8768. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Spiny Dogfish Fishery; Commercial 
Period 2 Quota Harvested” (RINO0648-XL29) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8769. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Management Area" 
(RIN0648-XL42) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8770. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
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eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Reallocation of Yellowfin Sole in 
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage- 
ment Area" (RIN0648-XL44) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-8771. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
*Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; Fish- 
eries Off West Coast States; Pacific Coast 
Groundfish Fishery; Biennial Specifications 
and Management Measures; Inseason Adjust- 
ments” (RIN0648-A X30) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8772. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Vessels Subject to 
Amendment 80 Sideboard Limits in the 
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas- 
ka" (RIN0648-XK96) received іп the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8773. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Administrator for Fisheries, National 
Marine Fisheries Service, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Endangered 
And Threatened Species; Endangered Status 
for the Cook Inlet Beluga Whale” (RIN0648- 
XL30) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 12, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8774. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and South Atlantic; Atlantic Coastal Fish- 
eries Cooperative Management Act Provi- 
sions; Atlantic Coast Red Drum Fishery off 
the Atlantic States; Transfer of Management 
Authority" (RIN0648-AT13) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8775. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
‘Pacific Halibut Fisheries; Subsistence Fish- 
ing; Correction" (RIN0648-AU14) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8776. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Fisheries Off West Coast States; Coastal 
Pelagic Species Fisheries; Reporting Re- 
quirements and Conservation Measures" 
(RIN0648-A X31) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 
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EC-8777. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Statutory Import Programs Staff, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Changes in the Insular Possessions Watch, 
Watch Movement and Jewelry Programs 
2008" (RIN0625-A A80) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8778. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Modification to the Norton Sound 
Low, Woody Island Low, Control 1234L and 
Control 1487L offshore Airspace Areas; AK" 
((Docket No. FAA-2007-28391)(Airspace Dock- 
et No. 07-AAL-10)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 17, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8779. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Establishment of Class E Airspace; 
Kwethluk, AK" ((Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0453)(Airspace Docket No. 08-AAL-12) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 17, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8780. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled “IFR Altitudes; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((Docket No. 
30635)(Amendment No. 477)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 17, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8781. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((Docket No. 
30633) Amendment No. 3292)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 17, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8782. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Standard Instrument Approach 
Procedures, and Takeoff Minimums and Ob- 
stacle Departure Procedures; Miscellaneous 
Amendments" ((Docket No. 
30634)( Amendment No. 3293)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 17, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8783. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Cessna 
Aircraft Company (Type Certificate pre- 
viously held by Columbia Aircraft Manufac- 
turing) Models LC40-550FG, LC41-550FG, and 
LC42-550FG Airplanes" (CRIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2007-27628)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8784. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
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entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 737-100, -200, -200C, -300, -400, and -500 
Series Airplanes”?  ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket 
No. FAA-2008-1147)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 17, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8785. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 727 Airplanes” ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0151)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 17, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8786. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 747SP Series Airplanes" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0585)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8787. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Airbus 
Model A310 Series Airplanes" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0849)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8788. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Airbus 
Model A330-200, A330-300, and A340-300 Series 
Airplanes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0667)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on November 17, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8789. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 757-200 and 757-300 Series Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2007-28160)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 17, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8790. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Boeing 
Model 737 Airplanes” ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket 
No. FAA-2008-1166)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 17, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8791. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Rolls- 
Royce ріс RB211-535E4-37, RB211-535E4-B-37, 
and  RB211-535E4-B-75 Series  Turbofan" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2007-29343)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 17, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8792. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
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mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled “Airworthiness Directives; 
Eurocopter France Model А9332, С, L, L1 and 
L2 Helicopters" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0430)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 1", 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8793. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Bom- 
bardier Model CL-600-2C10 (Regional Jet Se- 
ries 700, 701, and 702), CL-600-2D15 (Regional 
Jet Series 705), and CL-600-2D24 (Regional 
Jet Series 900) Airplanes"  ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0623)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8794. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Saab AB, 
Saab Aerosystems Model SAAB 2000 Air- 
planes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0848)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on November 17, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8795. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Dassault 
Model Mystere-Falcon 900, Falcon 900EX, and 
Falcon 2000 Airplanes" (CRIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0729)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8796. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Rolls 
Royce plc RB211 Trent 553-61, 553A2-61, 556-61, 
556A2-61, 556B-61, 556B2-61, 560-61, and 560A2- 
61 Turbofan Engines" (CRIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-1063)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8797. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Airbus 
Model A318, A319, A320, and A321 Series Air- 
planes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0342)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on November 17, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8798. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Empresa 
Brasileira de Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) 
Model EMB-185 Airplanes, and Model EMB- 
145, -145ER, -145MR, -145LR, -145XR, -145MP, 
and -145EP Airplanes" (CRIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0483)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8799. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Airbus 
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Model A318, A319, A320, and A321 Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2007-27011)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 17, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8800. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Allied 
Ag Cat Productions, Inc. Model G-164 Series 
Airplanes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0854)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on November 17, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
'Transportation. 

EC-8801. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Dassault 
Model Falcon 2000EX Airplanes" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0830)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8802. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Stemme 
GmbH & Co. KG Models S10 and S10-V Glid- 
ers" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008- 
1161)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 17, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
'Transportation. 

EC-8803. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; DG 
Flugzeugbau GmbH Models DG-1000S and 
DG-1000T Gliders” ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0989)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 17, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8804. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Pilatus 
Aircraft Ltd. Model PC-6 Series Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0990)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 17, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8805. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Cessna 
Aircraft Company 150 Series Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0790)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 17, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8806. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Bom- 
bardier Model CL-600-2C10 (Regional Jet Se- 
ries 700 & 701) Series Airplanes and Model 
CL-600-2D24 (Regional Jet Series 900) Series 
Airplanes" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0555)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on November 17, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 
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EC-8807. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Bom- 
bardier Model CL-600-2B19 (Regional Jet Se- 
ries 100 & 440) Airplanes" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0643)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8808. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; General 
Electric Company (GE) CT58 Series Turbo- 
shaft Engines" ((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0808)) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 17, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8809. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Hawker 
Beechcraft Corporation Model 390 Airplanes" 
((RIN2120-AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-1127)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 17, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8810. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; General 
Electric Company CF6-80C2 Series and CF6- 
80E1 Series Turbofan Engines" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2007-28367)) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8811. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Directives; Mary- 
land Air Industries, Inc., Model Fairchild F- 
27 and FH-227 Series Airplanes" ((RIN2120- 
AA64)(Docket No. FAA-2008-0734)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8812. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Airworthiness Standards; Propel- 
lers; Correction" (RIN2120-AI95) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8813. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Special Awareness Training for the 
Washington, DC Metropolitan Area; OMB 
Approval of Information Collection” 
(RIN2120-AI63) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 17, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8814. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Congestion Management Rule for 
LaGuardia Airport; Correction" (RIN2120- 
AI70) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 17, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 
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EC-8815. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Congestion Management Rule for 
LaGuardia Airport; Correction" (RIN2120- 
AI70) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 17, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8816. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Congestion Management Rule for 
LaGuardia Airport; Clarification of Final 
Rule" (RIN2120-AI70) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 17, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8817. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Analyst, Federal Aviation Administra- 
tion, Department of Transportation, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Congestion Management Rule for 
John F. Kennedy International Airport and 
Newark Liberty International Airport; Cor- 
rection" (RIN2120-AJ28) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 17, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8818. A communication from the Trial 
Attorney, Federal Railroad Administration, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Electronically Controlled Pneumatic Brake 
Systems" (RIN2130-AB84) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 17, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8819. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
Hendersonville, Tennessee" (MB Docket No. 
08-128) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 19, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8820. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot- 
ments, FM Broadcast Stations; Linden, Ten- 
nessee" (MB Docket No. 07-280) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 19, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8821. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
La Grande, Oregon" (MB Docket No. 08-121) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 19, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8822. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
Honolulu and Waimanalo, Hawaii" (MB 
Docket No. 08-98) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 19, 
2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8823. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
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law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Part 90 of the Commission's Rules to 
Provide for Flexible Use of the 896-901 MHz 
and 935-940 MHz Band Allotted to the Busi- 
ness and Industrial Land "Transportation 
Pool" (WT Docket No. 05-62) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 19, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-8824. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.202(b), Table of Allot- 
ments, FM Broadcast Stations; La Grande 
and Prairie City, Oregon” (MB Docket No. 
08-67) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 19, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8825. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘2000 Bien- 
nial Regulatory Review—Streamlining and 
Other Revisions of Part 25 of the Commis- 
sion's Rules Governing the Licensing of, and 
Spectrum Usage by, Satellite Network Earth 
Stations and Space Stations; Streamlining 
the Commission's Rules and Regulations for 
Satellite Applications and Licensing Proce- 
dures” (IB Docket No. 00-248)(IB Docket No. 
95-117)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on November 19, 2008; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-8826. A communication from the Regu- 
latory Ombudsman, Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Hours of 
Service of Drivers" (RIN2126-AB14) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 19, 2008; to the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8827. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Bering Sea 
and Aleutian Islands Management Area" 
(Docket No. 071106673-8011-02) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 19, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8828. A communication from 
ministrator and Chief Executive Officer, 
Bonneville Power Administration, Depart- 
ment of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Administration's Annual Report for 
fiscal year 2008; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

EC-8829. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of Land and Minerals Manage- 
ment, Minerals Management Service, De- 
partment of the Interior, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Royalty Relief—Ultra-Deep Gas Wells and 
Deep Gas Wells on Leases in the Gulf of Mex- 
ico; Extension of Royalty Relief Provisions 
to Leases Offshore of Alaska" (RINI1010- 
AD33) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 19, 2008; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re- 
Sources. 

EC-8830. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“List of Approved Spent Fuel Storage Casks: 
NAC-UMS Revision 5" (RINS8150-AI48) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
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Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8831. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Delaware; Control of 
Stationary Combustion Turbine Electric 
Generating Unit Emissions"  ((EPA-RO08- 
OAR-2008-0068)(FRL-8738-3)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8832. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Illinois; CILCO 
(AmerenEnergy) Edwards" ((EPA-R05-OAR- 
2004-IL-0003)(FRL-8730-4)) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8833. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa- 
tion Plans; Designation of Areas for Air 
Quality Planning Purposes; State of Cali- 
fornia; PM-10; Revision of Designation; Re- 
designation of the San Joaquin Valley Air 
Basin PM-10 Nonattainment Area to Attain- 
ment; Approval of PM-10 Maintenance Plan 
for the San Joaquin Valley Air Basin; Ap- 
proval of Commitments for the East Kern 
PM-10 Nonattainment Area" ((EPA-R09- 
OAR-2008-0306)(F RL-8724-7)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8834. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Approval and Promulgation of Implementa- 
tion Plans; Revisions to the Nevada State 
Implementation; Clark County" ((EPA-R09- 
OAR-2008-0728)(FRL-8729-1)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8835. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“National Volatile Organic Compound Emis- 
sion Standards for Aerosol Coatings" ((EPA- 
HQ-OAR-2006-0971)(FRL-8738-7)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
vironment and Public Works. 

EC-8836. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Revised National Pollutant Discharge 
Elimination System Permit Regulation and 
Effluent Limitations Guidelines for Con- 
centrated Animal Feeding Operations in Re- 
sponse to the Waterkeeper Decision" ((EPA- 
HQ-OW-2005-0037)(FRL-8738-9) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
vironment and Public Works. 

EC-8837. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Significant New Use Rules on Certain 
Chemical Substances"  ((EPA-HQ-OPPT- 
2008-0251)(FRL-8371-3)) received in the Office 
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of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC-8838. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 


“Silane, trimethoxy[3- 
(oxiranylmethoxy)propyl]-, hydrolysis prod- 
ucts with silica; Tolerance Exemption” 


((EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0571)(F RL-8386-1)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8839. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Withdrawal of the Federal Water Quality 
Standards Use Designations for Soda Creek 
and Portions of Canyon Creek, South Fork 
Coeur d’Alene River, and Blackfoot River in 
Idaho" ((HPA-HQ-OW-2008-0495)(FRL-8737- 
9)) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8840. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Pennsylvania; 2002 
Base Year Inventory for the Pittsburgh-Bea- 
ver Valley 8-Hour Ozone Nonattainment 
Area" ((EPA-R03-OAR-2007-0453)(FRL-8741- 
5)) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on November 19, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8841. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Tennessee; Approval 
of Revisions to the Knox County Portion of 
the Tennessee State Implementation Plan - 
“Permit by Rule" Provision" ((EPA-R04- 
OAR-2008-0052-200803(a))(FFRL.-8743-8)) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 19, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8842. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Comprehensive Environmental Response, 
Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA) 
or Superfund, Section 128(a); Notice of Grant 
Funding Guidance for State and Tribal Re- 
sponse Programs" (FRL-8742-3) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 19, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
vironment and Public Works. 

EC-8843. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Tpconazole; Pesticide Tolerances’? ((EPA- 
HQ-OPP-2007-0226)(FRL-8389-1)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 19, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
vironment and Public Works. 

EC-8844. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Polyoxin D Zinc Salt; Exemption from the 
Requirement of a "Tolerance" ((EPA-HQ- 
OPP-2008-0417)(FRL-8389-5)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 19, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-8845. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
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pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
*Regulation of Fuel and Fuel Additives: Gas- 
oline and Diesel Fuel Test Methods" 
(RIN2060-AP17) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 19, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8846. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Revisions to the California State Imple- 
mentation Plan, Imperial County Air Pollu- 
tion Control District, Mojave Desert Air 
Quality Management District, South Coast 
Air Quality Management District, and Ven- 
tura County Air Pollution Control District” 
((EPA-R09-OAR-2008-0590)(FRL-8732-4) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 19, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8847. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“The Treatment of Data Influence by Excep- 
tional Events (Exceptional Event Rule): Re- 
vised Exceptional Event Data Flagging Sub- 
mittal and Documentation Schedule for 
Monitoring Data Used in Designations for 
the 2008 Ozone NAAQS" (RIN2060-AP28) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 19, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8848. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, а report relative to 
the Demonstration of Coverage of Chiro- 
practic Services under Medicare; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-8849. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
*Evaluation of Medicare Advantage Special 
Needs Plans"; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8850. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Update of Weighted 
Average Interest Rates, Yield Curves, and 
Segment Rates” (Notice 2008-105) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8851. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘2008 Section 43 In- 
flation Adjustment” (Notice 2008-72) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 17, 2008; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

EC-8852. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule relative to real estate invest- 
ment trusts (Rev. Proc. 2008-69) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 17, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8853. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Information Re- 
porting for Discharges of Indebtedness" 
(RIN1545-BH99) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 17, 
2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8854. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
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suant to law, a report relative to the export 
to the People’s Republic of China of items 
not detrimental to the U.S. space launch in- 
dustry; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

EC-8855. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi- 
cation of а proposed manufacturing license 
agreement for the manufacture of significant 
military equipment abroad with Italy and 
Germany; to the Committee on Foreign Re- 
lations. 

EC-8856. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi- 
cation of а proposed transfer of defense arti- 
cles or defense services in the amount of 
$100,000,000 or more to Denmark, Germany, 
Greece, The Netherlands, and Portugal; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8857. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi- 
cation of а proposed license for the export of 
defense articles that are firearms controlled 
under Category I of the United States Muni- 
tions List sold commercially under contract 
in the amount of $1,000,000 or more to Ecua- 
dor; to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8858. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, à report on the status of family re- 
unions between U.S. citizens and their rel- 
atives in the Democratic People's Republic 
of Korea; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

EC-8859. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart- 
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state- 
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2008-192—2008-202); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8860. A communication from the Presi- 
dent and CEO, Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of à vacancy in the position of Ex- 
ecutive Vice President, received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
19, 2008; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

EC-8861. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of а pe- 
tition to add workers from the Connecticut 
Aircraft Nuclear Engine Laboratory, to the 
Special Exposure Cohort; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8862. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the Department's 
financial report for fiscal year 2007 relative 
to the Medical Device User Fee and Mod- 
ernization Act; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8863. A communication from the Senior 
Regulatory Officer of the Wage and Hour Di- 
vision, Employment Standards Administra- 
tion, Department of Labor, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Family and Medical Leave Act of 1993” 
(RIN1215-AB35) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8864. A communication from the Assist- 
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Services, 
Office of English Language Acquisition, De- 
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partment of Education, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Title III of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as Amended 
by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
(NCLB)”’ received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on November 12, 2008; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

ЕС-8865. A communication from the Assist- 
ant General Counsel for Regulatory Services, 
Office of Postsecondary Education, Depart- 
ment of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal 
Perkins Loan Program, Federal Family Edu- 
cation Loan Program, and William D. Ford 
Federal Direct Loan Program" (RIN1840- 
AC94) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 12, 2008; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

ЕС-8866. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Education, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a vacancy and designation of an acting offi- 
cer for the position of Assistant Secretary, 
Office of Communications and Outreach, re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC-8867. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Government Ethics, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the Office's Perform- 
ance Accountability Report for fiscal year 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8868. A communication from the Attor- 
ney General, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Department's Performance and Account- 
ability Report for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8869. A communication from the Chair- 
man, U.S. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Commis- 
sion's Performance and Accountability Re- 
port for fiscal year 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8870. A communication from the Chair- 
man, U.S. International Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Commis- 
sion's Performance and Accountability Re- 
port for fiscal year 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8871. A communication from the Sec- 
retary, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Department's Performance and Account- 
ability Reports for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8872. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Federal Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission's Performance and Account- 
ability Report for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8873. A communication from the Sec- 
retary, Department of Labor, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Department's Perform- 
ance and Accountability Report for fiscal 
year 2008; to the Committee on Homeland Se- 
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8874. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti- 
tled Employment of Veterans in the Fed- 
eral Government - Fiscal Year 2007"; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 
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EC-8875. A communication from the Spe- 
cial Inspector General for Iraq Reconstruc- 
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Quarterly Report for October 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8876. A communication from the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Auditor, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, a report entitled ‘‘OCFO’s Pol- 
icy Regarding Background Checks on Spe- 
cific OCFO Employees Who Handle Cash and/ 
or Cash Equivalents”; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8877. А communication from the Execu- 
tive Director, Federal Retirement Thrift In- 
vestment Board, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the two audit reports issued during fis- 
cal year 2008 relative to the Agency and the 
Thrift Savings Plan; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8878. A communication from the Com- 
missioner, Social Security Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report rel- 
ative to disciplinary best practices and advi- 
sory guidelines; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8879. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Securities and Exchange Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report rel- 
ative to the inventory of activities for fiscal 
year 2008 under the FAIR Act; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8880. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Securities and Exchange Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report of 
notification of availability of the Commis- 
sion's Performance and Accountability Re- 
port for fiscal year 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8881. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Council of the District of Columbia, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
D.C. Act 17-278, received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 20, 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8882. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy 
Division, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled Changes in Pay Administra- 
tion Rules for General Schedule Employees" 
(RIN3206-AK88) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 12, 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8883. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy 
Division, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Time-in-Grade Rule Elimi- 
nated” (RIN3206-AL18) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland Se- 
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8884. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy 
Division, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Suitability’’ (RIN3206-AL38) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8885. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy 
Division, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Prevailing Rate Systems; 
Change in Nonappropriated Fund Federal 
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Wage System Survey from Fiscal Year to 
Calendar Year" (RIN3206-AL63) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8886. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Center for Pay and Leave Adminis- 
tration, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled Emergency Leave Transfer 
Program” (RIN38206-AL26) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

ЕС-8887. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Strategic Human Resources Policy 
Division, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Prevailing Rate Systems; 
Abolishment of Santa Clara, California, as а 
Nonappropriated Fund Federal Wage System 
Wage Area" (RIN3206-AL74) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8888. A communication from the Na- 
tional Treasurer, Navy Wives Clubs of Amer- 
ica, transmitting, pursuant to law, a report 
relative to the latest audit of the organiza- 
tion; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8889. A communication from the Fed- 
eral Liaison Officer, Patent and Trademark 
Office, Department of Commerce, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled “Fiscal Year 2009 Changes to Patent 
Cooperation Treaty Transmittal and Search 
Fees" (RIN0651-AC28) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8890. A communication from the Fed- 
eral Liaison Officer, Patent and Trademark 
Office, Department of Commerce, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule en- 
titled ‘‘Miscellaneous Changes to Trademark 
Rules of Practice" (RIN0651-AB89) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

EC-8891. A communication from the Fed- 
eral Liaison Officer, Patent and Trademark 
Office, Department of Commerce, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled ‘‘Changes to Representation of Others 
before the United States Patent and Trade- 
mark Office" (RIN0651-AB55) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 12, 2008; to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

EC-8892. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Board of 
Veterans Appeals, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Board of Veterans’ 
Appeals: Expedited Claims Adjudication Ini- 
tiative - Pilot Program" (RIN2900-AM'77) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans' Affairs. 

EC-8893. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Benefits Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Increase in 
Rates Payable Under the Montgomery GI 
Bill—Active Duty and Other Miscellaneous 
Issues" (RIN2900-AM45) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on Veterans' Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8894. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Health Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
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the report of a rule entitled Elimination of 
Co-payment for Weight Management Coun- 
seling" (RIN2900-AM59) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
12, 2008; to the Committee on Veterans' Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8895. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Health Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Civilian Health 
and Medical Program of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs (CHAMPVA): Expansion of 
Benefit Coverage for  Prostheses and 
Enuretic (Bed-wetting) Devices; Miscella- 
neous Provisions" (RIN2900-AM22) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 12, 2008; to the Committee on 
Veterans' Affairs. 

ЕС-8896. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Health Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Disclosure of 
Information to Organ, Tissue and Eye Pro- 
curement Organizations" (RIN2900-AM65) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans' Affairs. 

EC-8897. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Health Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled *'Schedule for 
Rating Disabilities; Eye" (RIN2900-AH43) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 12, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans' Affairs. 

ЕС-8898. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Secretary of Defense, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the Department's financial re- 
port for fiscal year 2008; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC-8899. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel of Domestic Finance, Department of 
the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ““Тагр Capital 
Purchase Program" (81 CFR Part 30) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 19, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8900. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel, Department of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Prohibition on Funding of Unlaw- 
ful Internet Gambling" (RIN1505-AB78) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 19, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8901. A communication from the Asso- 
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of Housing, Department 
of Housing and Urban Development, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Real Estate Settlement Procedures 
Act (RESPA): Rule To Simplify and Improve 
the Process of Obtaining Mortgages and Re- 
duce Consumer Settlement Costs" (RIN2502- 
AI61) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 19, 2008; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 


—— M 


EXECUTIVE REPORTS OF 
COMMITTEES 


The following executive reports of 
nominations were submitted: 

By Mr. LEVIN for the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

Air Force nomination of Brig. Gen. David 
J. Scott, to be Major General. 
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Air Force nomination of Col. James N. 
Stewart, to be Brigadier General. 

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Harry 
M. Wyatt III, to be Lieutenant General. 

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. John C. 
Koziol, to be Lieutenant General. 

Air Force nomination of Brig. Gen. Ste- 
phen L. Hoog, to be Major General. 

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Loren 
M. Reno, to be Lieutenant General. 

Air Force nomination of Col. James K. 
McLaughlin, to be Brigadier General. 

Air Force nomination of Maj. Gen. Mark A. 
Welsh III, to be Lieutenant General. 

Navy nomination of Rear Adm. John M. 
Mateczun, to be Vice Admiral. 

Army nomination of Brigadier General 
Gina S. Farrisee, to be Major General. 

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. Scott C. 
Black, to be Lieutenant General. 

Army nomination of Maj. Gen. James H. 
Pillsbury, to be Lieutenant General. 

Army nomination of Col. David N. 
Blackorby, to be Brigadier General. 

Army nomination of Brig. Gen. James E. 
Rogers, to be Major General. 

Army nomination of Col. 
Boor, to be Brigadier General. 


Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, for the 
Committee on Armed Services I report 
favorably the following nomination 
lists which were printed in the Records 
on the dates indicated, and ask unani- 
mous consent, to save the expense of 
reprinting on the Executive Calendar 
that these nominations lie at the Sec- 
retary's desk for the information of 
Senators. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


Air Force nominations beginning with 
Darryl D. Bybee and ending with Marco V. 
Galvez, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record on September 26, 2008. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Richard Brinker and ending with Nadia C. 
Shockley, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record on September 26, 2008. 

Air Force nomination of Kathleen V. 
Reder, to be Major. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
Samantha S. Bousigues and ending with 
John J. Linnett, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on November 17, 2008. 

Air Force nominations beginning with 
John M. Beene II and ending with Mark E. 
Sanborn, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record on November 17, 2008. 

Air Force nomination of Richard W. Jost, 
to be Lieutenant Colonel. 

Air Force nomination of Clevis T. Parker, 
to be Major. 

Army nomination of Britt B. Hill, to be 
Major. 

Army nomination of Kenneth Carlson, to 
be Major. 

Army nominations beginning with Ray- 
mond L. Capps and ending with Shane 
Russelljenkins, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on September 26, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with An- 
thony H. Savage and ending with Karl F. 
Woodmansey, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on September 26, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Grace 
Lacara and ending with Chesley D. Overby, 
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which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on September 26, 2008. 

Army nomination of John F. Kasel, to be 
Major. 

Army nominations beginning with Max L. 
Divine and ending with Norma Torres, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on 
September 26, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Michael 
L. Nippert and ending with Robert C. Turner, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on September 26, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Lau- 
rence W. Gebler and ending with Viseth 
Ngauy, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record on September 26, 2008. 

Army nomination of Gregg A. Bliss, to be 
Colonel. 

Army nomination of Stuart A. 
be Colonel. 

Army nomination of Robert S. 
to be Colonel. 

Army nomination of Steven P. 


Mellon, to 
Gatewood, 


Jahner, to 


be Colonel. 

Army nomination of William H. Smithson, 
to be Major. 

Army nomination of James O. 


McLinnaham, to be Lieutenant Colonel. 

Army nomination of Gregory R. Ebner, to 
be Lieutenant Colonel. 

Army nomination of Paul E. Webb, to be 
Major. 

Army nominations beginning with Randy 
R. Cote and ending with Michael P. Steely, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Erol 
Agi and ending with Patrick C. Sean, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Richard 
S. Glass and ending with Victor F. Wallace, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Jerzey 
J. Chachaj and ending with John E. Wil- 
liams, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Malissa 
A. Hill and ending with Soma R. Webb, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Dwight 
Y. Shen and ending with Jeffrey R. Long, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Michael 
C. Ahn and ending with Richard P. Martin, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Charles 
K. Aris and ending with John R. Worster, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Eric C. 
Bush and ending with Jon A. Jensen, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Edward 
J. Briand and ending with John C. Smith, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
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ate and appeared in the 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Melanie 
J. Craig and ending with Paul D. Stoneman, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Cynthia 
J. Abbadini and ending with Justin A. 
Woodhouse, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Derrick 
F. Arincorayan and ending with D060674, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with William 
J. Adams and ending with D060291, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Richard 
K. Addo and ending with D060598, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Ken- 
neth P. Adgie and ending with D070487, which 
nominations were received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record on No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

Army nomination of Lynn F. Abrams, to 
be Colonel. 

Army nomination of Catherine A. Oliver, 
to be Major. 

Army nomination of 
Allisonaipa, to be Major. 

Army nomination of Daniel A. Strode, to 
be Major. 

Army nomination of Joseph S. Selken, to 
be Major. 

Army nominations beginning with Thomas 
A. Bryant and ending with James P. 
Moginnis, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record on November 19, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with James 
A. Griggs and ending with Paul R. Hunt, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 19, 2008. 

Army nominations beginning with Peter H. 
Guevara and ending with Walter W. Shratz, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 19, 2008. 

Marine Corps nominations beginning with 
Christopher M. Brannen and ending with 
Erich H. Wagner, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record on November 17, 2008. 

Navy nomination of John E. Murrain, to be 
Lieutenant Commander. 

Navy nomination of Dana Stombaugh, to 
be Captain. 

Navy nomination of Paul J. Foster, to be 
Captain. 

Navy nomination of Deborah A. Hinkley, 
to be Captain. 

Navy nomination of Mark C. Holley, to be 
Commander. 

Navy nomination of Michael C. Collins, to 
be Commander. 

Navy nomination of Channing J. Thomas, 
to be Lieutenant Commander. 

Navy nomination of Evan B. Williams, to 
be Lieutenant. 

Navy nominations beginning with Gerald 
C. Lowe and ending with Victor D. Oliver, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Navy nominations beginning with Edward 
J. Arrison and ending with Clevis T. Parker, 


Congressional 


Timothy S. 
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Sr., which nominations were received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record on November 17, 2008. 

Navy nominations beginning with Gregory 
R. Adams and ending with Donovan B. 
Wortham, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record on November 17, 2008. 


(Nominations without an asterisk 
were reported with the recommenda- 
tion that they be confirmed.) 


—— € À— 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


The following bills and joint resolu- 
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred as indicated: 


By Mr. MARTINEZ: 

S. 18. A bill to temporarily extend in- 
creases in certain home loan limits; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. CRAIG: 

S. 16. A bill to provide for certain land to 
be held in trust for the Burns Paiute Tribe; 
to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mr. VITTER: 

S. 17. A bill to amend title II of the Social 
Security Act to allow workers who attain 
age 65 after 1981 and before 1992 to choose ei- 
ther lump sum payments over four years to- 
taling $5,000 or an improved benefit computa- 
tion formula under à new 10-year rule gov- 
erning the transition to the changes in ben- 
efit computation rules enacted in the Social 
Security Amendments of 1977, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. SNOWE: 

S. 18. A bill to improve the authority of the 
Special Inspector General charged with over- 
seeing the Troubled Asset Relief Program, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mrs. CLINTON: 

S. 19. A bill to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to allow taxpayers to designate 
a portion of their income tax payment to 
provide assistance to homeless veterans, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself and Mrs. 
MURRAY): 

S. 20. A bill to prohibit the implementation 
or enforcement of certain regulations; to the 
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. HAR- 
KIN): 

S. 3709. A bill to amend the Farm Security 
and Rural Investment Act of 2002 to expand 
the Rural Energy for America Program to 
include schools in rural areas; to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For- 
estry. 

By Mr. ROCKEFELLER (for himself, 
Mr. BROWN, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. 
KERRY, and Mr. CARDIN): 

S. 3710. A bill to amend title XVIII of the 
Social Security Act and the Employee Re- 
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 to pro- 
vide access to Medicare benefits for individ- 
uals ages 55 to 65, to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to allow a refundable and 
advanceable credit against income tax for 
payment of such premiums, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. МсСом- 


NELL, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, and Mr. 
BINGAMAN): 
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S. 3711. A bill to authorize a cost of living 
adjustment for the Federal judiciary; consid- 
ered and passed. 

By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. 
ENZI, and Mr. DOMENICI): 

S. 3712. A bill to make a technical correc- 
tion in the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domen- 
ici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Eq- 
uity Act of 2008; considered and passed. 

By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and Mr. 
AKAKA): 

S. 3713. A bill to provide for the integration 
of the Captain James A. Lovell Federal 
Health Care Center and the Great Lakes 
Naval Health Clinic, and for other purposes; 
to the Committee on Armed Services. 

By Mr. HARKIN: 

S. 3714. A bill to amend the Commodity Ex- 
change Act to ensure that all agreements, 
contracts, and transactions with respect to 
commodities are carried out on a regulated 
exchange, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

By Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. BOND, 
Ms. STABENOW, Mr. VOINOVICH, Mr. 
BROWN, Mr. SPECTER, and Mr. CASEY): 

S. 3715. A bill to provide for emergency 
bridge loan assistance to automobile manu- 
facturers and component suppliers; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

By Mrs. McCASKILL (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LIEBER- 
MAN, and Mr. BUNNING): 

S. 3716. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economie Stabilization Act of 2008 (Public 
Law 110-343) to provide the Special Inspector 
General with additional personnel, audit, 
and investigation authorities; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and 
Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 8717. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to allow reimbursement 
from flexible spending accounts for certain 
dental products; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 


EE 


SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 


The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 


By Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mrs. CLIN- 
TON, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. BAYH): 

S. Res. 710. A resolution designating the 
week of February 2 through February 6, 2009, 
as "National Teen Dating Violence Aware- 
ness and Prevention Week”; to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. LANDRIEU, 
Ms. STABENOW, and Mrs. CLINTON): 

S. Res. 711. A resolution condemning the 
tragic and senseless death by stoning of a 13- 
year-old girl from Somalia; considered and 
agreed to. 

By Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. LAUTEN- 
BERG, and Mr. BUNNING): 

S. Res. 712. A resolution congratulating the 
Philadelphia Phillies on winning the 2008 
World Series; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. DODD, 
Ms. SNOWE, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. 
MENENDEZ, Mr. ISAKSON, Ms. KLO- 
BUCHAR, Mrs. BOXER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
BOND, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. LAUTEN- 
BERG, and Mr. NELSON of Florida): 
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S. Res. 718. A resolution calling on all par- 
ties to the escalating violence in eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo to implement 
an immediate ceasefire and work with the 
support of the international community to- 
ward a comprehensive and lasting solution 
to the crisis; considered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN): 

S. Res. 714. A resolution honoring the fire- 
fighters and emergency workers who coura- 
geously fought fires in California in 2008; 
considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. REID: 

S. Res. 715. A resolution extending the au- 
thority for the Senate National Security 
Working Group; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. VITTER: 

S. Res. 716. A resolution acknowledging the 
accomplishments and goals of the Youth Im- 
pact Program; to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
SNOWE): 

S. Res. "17. A resolution designating De- 
cember 13, 2008, as ‘‘Wreaths Across America 
Day”; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. CHAMBLISS (for himself, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, and Mr. ISAKSON): 

S. Res. 718. A resolution designating No- 
vember 30, 2008, as ‘‘Drive Safer Sunday”; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Ms. MUR- 
KOWSKI, Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. CLINTON, 
Mr. SCHUMER, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. 
FEINGOLD, Mr. TESTER, Mr. DOMENICI, 
Mr. McCain, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BAUCUS, 
Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. NELSON of Ne- 
braska, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. BAYH, 
Mr. THUNE, Mr. BINGAMAN, Mr. CoN- 
RAD, and Mr. JOHNSON): 

S. Res. 719. A resolution recognizing Na- 
tional American Indian and Alaska Native 
Heritage Month and celebrating the heritage 
and culture of American Indians and Alaska 
Natives and the contributions of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives to the United 
States; to the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mr. 
CASEY, and Mr. SPECTER): 

S. Res. 720. A resolution supporting the 
goals and ideals of Pancreatic Cancer Aware- 
ness Month; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

By Mr. NELSON of Florida: 

S. Con. Res. 106. A concurrent resolution 
commending the Government of Switzerland 
for ongoing assistance in the case of Robert 
Levinson, urging the Government of the Is- 
lamic Republic of Iran to intensify coopera- 
tion with the Government of Switzerland 
and the Federal Bureau of Investigation on 
the case of Robert Levinson, and expressing 
sympathy to the family of Robert Levinson; 
to the Committee on Foreign Relations. 


———— 


ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 
S. 2743 
At the request of Mr. CASEY, the 
name of the Senator from North Caro- 
lina (Mr. BURR) was added as à cospon- 
sor of S. 2743, a bill to amend the Inter- 
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for 
the establishment of financial security 
accounts for the care of family mem- 
bers with disabilities, and for other 
purposes. 
S. 2756 
At the request of Mr. BAYH, his name 
was added as à cosponsor of S. 2756, à 
bill to amend the National Child Pro- 
tection Act of 1993 to establish a per- 
manent background check system. 
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S. 3490 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from Florida (Mr. 
NELSON) was added as à cosponsor of S. 
3490, а bill to amend the Neotropical 
Migratory Bird Conservation Act to re- 
authorize the Act. 

S. 3672 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) and the Senator from North Da- 
kota (Mr. CONRAD) were added as co- 
Sponsors of S. 3672, a bill to amend title 
23, United States Code, to improve eco- 
nomic opportunity and development in 
rural States through highway invest- 
ment, and for other purposes. 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, his 
name was added as а cosponsor of S. 
3672, supra. 

S. 3673 

At the request of Mr. BAUCUS, the 
names of the Senator from Idaho (Mr. 
CRAPO) and the Senator from North Da- 
kota (Mr. CONRAD) were added as co- 
Sponsors of S. 3673, a bill to amend title 
23, United States Code, to improve 
highway transportation in the United 
States, including rural and metropoli- 
tan areas. 

At the request of Mr. THUNE, his 
name was added as а cosponsor of S. 
3673, supra. 

S. 3683 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
names of the Senator from Mississippi 
(Mr. WICKER) and the Senator from Wy- 
oming (Mr. ENZI) were added as cospon- 
sors of S. 3683, a bill to amend the 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act 
to require approval by the Congress for 
certain expenditures for the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program. 

S. 3698 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
names of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. KERRY) and the Senator from 
Minnesota (Mr. COLEMAN) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3698, a bill to pro- 
hibit any recipient of emergency Fed- 
eral economic assistance from using 
such funds for lobbying expenditures or 
political contributions, to improve 
transparency, enhance accountability, 
encourage responsible corporate gov- 
ernance, and for other purposes. 

S. RES. 640 

At the request of Mr. CARDIN, the 
name of the Senator from North Da- 
kota (Mr. CONRAD) was added as a co- 
sponsor of S. Res. 640, a resolution ex- 
pressing the sense of the Senate that 
there should be an increased Federal 
commitment to public health and the 
prevention of diseases and injuries for 
all people in the United States. 

S. RES. 709 

At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 
names of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
INOUYE) and the Senator from Rhode 
Island (Mr. WHITEHOUSE) were added as 
cosponsors of S. Res. 709, a resolution 
expressing the sense of the Senate that 
the United States should pursue the 
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adoption of bluefin tuna conservation 
and management measures at the 16th 
Special Meeting of the International 
Commission on the Conservation of At- 
lantic Tunas. 


EE 


STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


By Mr. CRAIG: 

S. 16. A bill to provide for certain 
land to be held in trust for the Burns 
Paiute Tribe; to the Committee on In- 
dian Affairs. 

Mr. CRAIG. Mr. President, the pur- 
pose of introducing this bill today is to 
start the process of granting the 
Burns-Paiute Tribe of Eastern Oregon 
land in trust. This is an opportunity to 
allow this tribe to become self-suffi- 
cient by producing a viable gaming op- 
eration. The project would be designed 
to have à minimal component tied to 
gaming with a much larger share of the 
development related to entertainment 
and tourism. One of the goals would be 
to develop activities and bring in com- 
ponents that enhance the overall 
Treasure Valley and southwest Idaho 
economic environment. The goal is to 
create new reasons for people to travel 
to the region and to work with local 
businesses to generate ongoing supply 
and support ongoing business opportu- 
nities. This legislation, should it be 
implemented, will create new jobs and 
provide an economic boost for eastern 
Oregon and western Idaho. 


By Ms. SNOWE: 

S. 18. A bill to improve the authority 
of the Special Inspector General 
charged with overseeing the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Bank- 
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, with the 
size and complexity of the Treasury 
Department’s efforts to administer the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program, TARP, 
which is unprecedented in recent U.S. 
history, it is essential to have a Spe- 
cial Inspector General, IG, who is fo- 
cused exclusively on conducting effec- 
tive oversight. When Congress passed 
the Emergency Economic Stabilization 
Act, I was proud to join Senator BAU- 
CUS, aS well as 31 of my other col- 
leagues, to insist that the legislation 
direct the Treasury Secretary to ap- 
point a Special IG as soon as possible. 
Notably, we tasked the Special IG with 
ensuring program transparency by col- 
lecting data on the Treasury’s actions 
and reporting regularly to Congress. 
One might say that the Special IG is 
the cop on the beat dedicated to pro- 
tecting taxpayers’ interests. 

Many would argue that the Treas- 
ury’s current authority is almost com- 
pletely unrestrained. There is a saying 
about what absolute power does to peo- 
ple and organizations, namely that ab- 
solute power corrupts absolutely. We 
must not allow unrestrained power to 
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corrupt the Treasury Department’s au- 
thority or mission. It is essential that 
proper oversight exists so that the 
Treasury Department is held account- 
able for how it expends taxpayer dol- 
lars. 

A strong IG is even more critical now 
that the Treasury Department is di- 
rectly injecting capital into banks, as 
well as potentially aiding other enti- 
ties that provide consumer credit. The 
oversight requirements originally de- 
signed by Congress to scrutinize the 
purchase of toxic assets do not accu- 
rately or adequately describe the 
Treasury’s equity investments and, 
therefore, do not provide the strong 


taxpayer protections Congress re- 
quires. 
With the Treasury Department 


changing the plan day-by-day, there is 
growing market uncertainty about how 
best to address the economic crisis. 
The Treasury needs to inspire con- 
fidence. It must not follow Wall 
Street's example and play fast and 
loose on the public's dime. The bottom 
line is we must ensure the government 
respects the public's money more than 
Wall Street ever did. That will be the 
Special Inspector General's job. It is 
imperative then that the Special IG be 
adequately equipped with authority 
and resources to carry out this mis- 
sion. 

On Monday, the Finance Committee 
held à hearing to consider the nomina- 
tion of Neil Barofsky to be the Special 
IG for TARP. Mr. Barofsky has had а 
distinguished career as a Federal pros- 
ecutor investigating white-collar 
crimes, but regardless of how impres- 
sive his resume might be, he cannot 
succeed at his job if his hands are tied 
with inadequate authority and re- 
Sources. At this hearing, I noted a 
number of concerns that I have with 
the authority, or lack thereof, given to 
the Special IG, and for this reason, I 
rise today, to offer legislation, the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program Inspec- 
tor General Improvement Act, that 
will give the Special IG the teeth that 
he needs to provide the oversight that 
taxpayers deserve with their precious 
tax dollars at stake. 

Time is of the essence with the 
Treasury already having committed 
$290 billion without the Special IG’s 
oversight. We cannot afford any fur- 
ther delay in the office of the Special 
IG becoming operational. Accordingly, 
because the Emergency Economic Sta- 
bilization Act (EESA) did not specify 
the timing the Treasury Department 
must observe to transfer $50 million to 
the Special IG to set up his office, my 
legislation would direct the Treasury 
Secretary to provide the TARP IG with 
$50 million within three days after he 
is confirmed by the Senate. In addi- 
tion, because the TARP IG must hire 
personnel to get up and running, my 
bill includes a proposal to waive appli- 
cable civil service rules that could 
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delay that process. I am concerned that 
without this change, it may be summer 
before the TARP IG’s office is suffi- 
ciently staffed to discharge its respon- 
sibilities. 

Notably, EESA requires the TARP to 
address deficiencies that the Comp- 
troller General identifies, or to certify 
to the appropriate committees of Con- 
gress that no action is necessary, but it 
places no similar requirement on the 
TARP regarding audit findings by the 
Special IG. My bill would place the 
same requirements on the TARP to ad- 
dress recommendations by the Special 
IG as are required by the findings of 
the Comptroller General. 

Additionally, now that the Treasury 
Department has changed course and de- 
cided to inject capital directly into fi- 
nancial institutions rather than pur- 
chase toxic and illiquid assets as origi- 
nally contemplated, Congress must be 
sure that the Special IG has the au- 
thority to fully investigate any other 
type of transaction undertaken by 
TARP. Although many contend that 
the underlying statute provides the 
Special IG with the ability to inves- 
tigate equity injections, with Treasury 
Secretary Paulson hinting that TARP 
may be expanded to benefit credit card, 
student loan, and car loan companies, 
and with the possibility that the in- 
coming administration might enlarge 
the program further still in ways that 
we are not fully able to anticipate, it is 
imperative that the Special IG have 
the ability to conduct oversight over 
whatever way funds are ultimately ex- 
pended. My legislation mandates that 
the Special IG can go wherever nec- 
essary to protect taxpayers. 

Last but not least, as there is tre- 
mendous concern in many quarters 
that financial institutions will use the 
$250 billion in equity injections they 
have been allocated pursuant to TARP 
to either purchase their weaker com- 
petitors or simply pay dividends to 
shareholders, I believe it is absolutely 
critical that the public understand ex- 
actly how these funds are being com- 
mitted. Although I hope the funds will 
be used to promote lending, which is so 
critical to restoring economic growth 
and job creation, we must be sure that 
such lending occurs. Accordingly, my 
bill would require the TARP IG to pre- 
pare by July 1, 2009, an analysis for 
Congress of what exactly banks did 
with the $250 billion they have re- 
ceived. 

Finally, Mr. President, I would be re- 
miss not to acknowledge similar legis- 
lation introduced yesterday by my col- 
leagues Senators MCCASKILL, GRASS- 
LEY, COLLINS, and LIEBERMAN. Al- 
though their legislation would speed 
the hiring process to allow the TARP 
IG to quickly begin operations, as well 
as allow the IG to investigate any ini- 
tiative created as part of the program, 
it would not make some of the other 
changes I believe are absolutely vital. 
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All that said, I hope that we can work 
together on a consensus, bipartisan 
package that can expeditiously clear 
the Senate. 

Mr. Prsident, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 18 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Troubled 
Asset Relief Program Inspector General Im- 
provement Act”. 

SEC. 2. FUNDING OF THE OFFICE OF THE SPE- 
CIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL. 

Section 121(9)(1) of the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-348) is amended by inserting 
before the period at the end the following: ‘‘, 
not later than 3 days after the date on which 
the nomination of the Special Inspector Gen- 
eral is first confirmed by the Senate’’. 

SEC. 3. OBLIGATION TO RESPOND TO AUDITS. 

Section 121 of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of Public 
Law 110-343) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (f), (g), and 
(h) as subsections (g), (h), and (i), respec- 
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol- 
lowing: 

**(f) CORRECTIVE RESPONSES TO AUDIT PROB- 
LEMS.—The Secretary shall— 

“(1) take action to address deficiencies 
identified by the Special Inspector General 
or other auditor engaged by the TARP; or 

*(2) certify to appropriate committees of 
Congress that no action is necessary or ap- 
propriate.". 

SEC. 4. ADDITIONAL OVERSIGHT MECHANISMS. 

Section 121(c)(1) of the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-343) is amended by striking 
“purchase, management" and all that fol- 
lows through including" and inserting ‘‘ac- 
tivities of the Secretary in the expenditure 
or obligation of funds under this title, in- 
cluding". 

SEC. 5. REPORTING REQUIREMENT. 

Section 121(g) of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of Public 
Law 110-843), as so designated by this Act, is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) 
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol- 
lowing: 

**(2) Not later than July 1, 2009, the Special 
Inspector General shall submit to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs of the Senate and the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services of the House of Representa- 
tives а report analyzing the use of any funds 
received by a financial institution under the 
TARP.". 

SEC. 6. PERSONNEL AUTHORITIES. 

Section 121(e)1) of the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-343) is amended— 

(1) by inserting “(A)” after “(1)”; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 

*"(B)ü) Subject to clause (ii), the Special 
Inspector General may exercise the employ- 
ment authorities of subsections (b) through 
(i) of section 3161 of title 5, United States 
Code (without regard to subsection (a) of 
that section). 
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“(ii) In exercising the employment au- 
thorities under subsection (b) of section 3161 
of title 5, United States Code, (as provided 
under clause (i) the Special Inspector Gen- 
eral may not make any appointment on or 
after the date occurring 1 year after the date 
of the first confirmation of a nomination for 
the Special Inspector General.". 


By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself 
and Mrs. MURRAY): 
S. 20. A bill to prohibit the imple- 


mentation 'or enforcement of certain 


regulations; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pen- 
sions. 


Mrs. CLINTON. Mr. President, as this 
Session comes rapidly to а close, my 
colleague Senator MURRAY and I are in- 
troducing critical legislation to sus- 
pend the Bush administration's latest 
attempt to put ideology before wom- 
en's health. The rule being proposed by 
the administration would limit pa- 
tients' access to basic reproductive 
health care services and information. 

The Protecting Patients and Health 
Care Act would prevent HHS from im- 
plementing this ill-conceived, midnight 
regulation. 

As you know, Senator MURRAY and I 
have been speaking out against this 
rule since July. The rule, as it was 
then proposed in August by the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, is 
а serious threat to patients' access to 
information and care. 

Then in September, Senator MURRAY 
and I had а very frank conversation 
with Secretary Leavitt about how this 
rule could create a slippery slope lead- 
ing to patients being denied access to 
contraception and other important in- 
formation or care. However, despite the 
important concerns we raised to the 
Secretary, the New York Times re- 
ported this past Monday that in the 
coming days, HHS plans to release а 
final regulation that would undermine 
women's health. 

I am hopeful that my Senate col- 
leagues from both sides of the aisle will 
join me today in supporting this impor- 
tant piece of legislation to protect pa- 
tients' rights and health care. 


By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
HARKIN): 

S. 3709. A bill to amend the Farm Se- 
curity and Rural Investment Act of 
2002 to expand the Rural Energy for 
America Program to include schools in 
rural areas; to the Committee on Agri- 
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, today I am 
introducing legislation, along with my 
colleague Senator HARKIN, to create 
opportunities for schools, located in 
rural communities across this country, 
to compete for grants and loans to pur- 
chase energy systems or make energy 
efficiency improvements. 

The recently passed Farm Bill au- 
thorized roughly $1 billion in manda- 
tory spending for renewable energy 
programs. One of those programs is 
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The Rural Energy for America Pro- 
gram, REAP. This program provides 
loans, loan guarantees, and grants to 
agricultural producers and rural small 
businesses to invest in energy saving 
improvements to their current energy 
systems or to purchase renewable en- 
ergy systems. Examples include pur- 
chasing or replacing equipment with 
more efficiency units, such as lighting 
or insulation, or the wholesale install- 
ment of energy projects that produce 
energy from wind, solar, biomass, geo- 
thermal, and hydrogen-based sources 
to produce any form of energy includ- 
ing, heat, electricity, or fuel. 

My legislation would authorize an 
additional $100 million over 5 years for 
these grants and in effect expand the 
scope of the program, allowing it to 
better meet the needs of rural commu- 
nities and creating important incen- 
tives for institutions to invest in re- 
newable technology. It is my hope that 
Congress will support this legislation 
and its goal of helping rural commu- 
nities play a key role in our Nation’s 
energy future. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3709 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 


SECTION 1. RURAL ENERGY FOR AMERICA PRO- 
GRAM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 9007 of the Farm 
Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (7 
U.S.C. 8107) is amended— 

(1) by striking “апа rural small busi- 
nesses” each place it appears and inserting 
**, rural small businesses, and rural schools”; 
and 

(2) in subsection (b)(6) and (с)(3)(А), by 
striking “ог rural small business” each place 
it appears and insert ‘‘, rural small business, 
or rural school”. 

(b) DEFINITION OF RURAL SCHOOL.—Section 
9007(a) of the Farm Security and Rural In- 
vestment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107(a) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1) and (2) 
as subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively, 
and indenting appropriately; and 

(2) by striking ‘‘The Secretary" and insert- 
ing the following: 

*(1) DEFINITION OF RURAL SCHOOL.—In this 
section, the term ‘rural school means a 
school in a rural area (as defined in section 
343(а) of the Consolidated Farm and Rural 
Development Act (7 U.S.C. 1991(a))). 

**(2) ESTABLISHMENT.— The Secretary". 

(с) MANDATORY FUNDING.—Section 
9007(¢)(1) of the Farm Security and Rural In- 
vestment Act of 2002 (7 U.S.C. 8107(g)(1) is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) 
through (D) as clauses (i) through (iv), re- 
spectively, and indenting appropriately; 

(2) by striking “Of the funds” and inserting 
the following: 

“(A) IN GENERAL.—Of the funds"; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

*(B) FUNDING FOR RURAL SCHOOLS.—In addi- 
tion to amounts made available under sub- 
paragraph (A), of the funds of the Com- 
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modity Credit Corporation, the Secretary 
shall use to provide assistance to rural 
schools under this section, $20,000,000 for 
each of fiscal years 2009 through 2018, to re- 
main available until expended.’’. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today I 
am proud to cosponsor this legislation 
to expand the Rural Energy for Amer- 
ica Program, REAP, to include schools 
in rural areas. This amendment to the 
program will encourage our rural 
schools to carry out energy efficiency 
projects and install renewable energy 
systems, thus reducing their depend- 
ence on fossil energy and reducing fu- 
ture energy costs. I am proud to join 
my colleague, Senator REID of Nevada, 
as a cosponsor of this bill. 

The Rural Energy for America Pro- 
gram, enacted in the 2008 farm bill—the 
Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 
2008—is an expansion of the very suc- 
cessful section 9006 program which was 
established by the 2002 farm bill. The 
program has supported over 2,000 re- 
newable energy and energy efficiency 
projects for farmers, ranchers, and 
rural small businesses since its enact- 
ment. Most impressive is the fact that 
the Federal investments іп these 
projects were matched by almost 10 
times as much in funding from the de- 
velopers of the projects and other 
sources. This truly is a hallmark of a 
successful Federal program, exactly 
the kind of program that deserves ex- 
pansion, especially because it supports 
rural economic development while 
helping to provide us with cleaner and 
more sustainable energy systems. Ex- 
panding this program to rural schools 
just makes sense—they foster rural 
economic development and should be 
able to take part in this transition to 
better energy systems and to realize 
the associated environmental and eco- 
nomic benefits. 

I urge my Senate colleagues to join 
me in passing this important legisla- 
tion. 


By Mr. REID (for himself, Mr. 
MCCONNELL, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
HATCH, Mr. GRASSLEY, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, and Mr. BINGAMAN): 

S. 8711. A bill to authorize а cost of 
living adjustment for the Federal judi- 
ciary; considered and passed. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the text of the bill 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be placed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 8711 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 


SECTION 1. COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT FOR 
THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY. 

Pursuant to section 140 of Public Law 97- 
92, justices and judges of the United States 
are authorized during fiscal year 2009 to re- 
ceive а salary adjustment in accordance with 
section 461 of title 28, United States Code. 


By Mr. DURBIN (for himself and 
Mr. AKAKA): 
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S. 3718: A bill to provide for the inte- 
gration of the Captain James A. Lovell 
Federal Health Care Center and the 
Great Lakes Naval Health Clinic, and 
for other purposes; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the text of the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be placed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3713 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the '*'Captain 
James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center 
Act of 2008". 

SEC. 2. TRANSFER OF PROPERTY. 

(a) TRANSFER.— 

(1) TRANSFER AUTHORIZED.—Upon the con- 
clusion of а resource-sharing agreement be- 
tween the Secretary of Defense and the Sec- 
retary of Veterans Affairs providing for the 
joint use by the Department of Defense and 
the Department of Veterans Affairs of a fa- 
cility and supporting facilities in North Chi- 
cago, Illinois, and Great Lakes, Illinois, and 
for joint use of related medical personal 
property and equipment, the Secretary of 
Defense may transfer, without reimburse- 
ment, to the Department of Veterans Affairs 
the Navy ambulatory care center (on which 
construction commenced in July 2008), park- 
ing structure, and supporting facilities, and 
related medical personal property and equip- 
ment, located in Great Lakes, Illinois. 

(2) DESIGNATION OF JOINT USE FACILITY.— 
The facility and supporting facilities subject 
to joint use under the agreement and trans- 
fer under this subsection shall be designated 
as known as the “‘Captain James A. Lovell 
Federal Health Care Center". 

(b) REVERSION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—If any of the real and re- 
lated personal property transferred pursuant 
to subsection (a) is subsequently used for 
purposes other than the purposes specified in 
the joint use specified in the resource-shar- 
ing agreement described in that subsection 
or otherwise determined by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to be excess to the needs of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs, the Sec- 
retary of Veterans Affairs shall offer to 
transfer such property, without reimburse- 
ment, to the Secretary of Defense. Any such 
transfer shall be completed not later than 
one year after the acceptance of the offer of 
transfer. 

(2) REVERSION IN EVENT OF LACK OF FACILI- 
TIES INTEGRATION.— 

(A) WITHIN INITIAL PERIOD.—During the 5- 
year period beginning on the date of the 
transfer of the real and related personal 
property described in subsection (a), if the 
Secretary of Veterans Affairs and the Sec- 
retary of Defense jointly determine that the 
integration of the facilities described in that 
subsection should not continue, the real and 
related personal property of the Navy ambu- 
latory care center, parking structure, and 
support facilities described in that sub- 
section shall be transferred, without reim- 
bursement, to the Secretary of Defense. Such 
transfer shall occur not later than 180 days 
after the date of such determination by the 
Secretaries. 

(B) AFTER INITIAL PERIOD.—After the end of 
the 5-year period described in subparagraph 
(A), if either the Secretary of Veterans Af- 
fairs or the Secretary of Defense determines 
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that the integration of the facilities de- 
Scribed in subsection (a) should not continue, 
the Secretary of Veterans Affairs shall 
transfer, without reimbursement, to the Sec- 
retary of Defense the real and related per- 
sonal property described in paragraph (1). 
Such transfer shall occur not later than one 
year after the date of the determination by 
the Secretary concerned. 

SEC. 3. TRANSFER OF CIVILIAN PERSONNEL OF 

THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION FOR TRANSFER OF FUNC- 
TIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense 
may transfer to the Department of Veterans 
Affairs, and the Secretary of Veterans Af- 
fairs may accept from the Department of De- 
fense, functions necessary for the effective 
operation of the Captain James A. Lovell 
Federal Health Care Center. 

(2) TREATMENT OF TRANSFERS.—Any trans- 
fer of functions under this subsection is а 
transfer of functions within the meaning of 
section 3503 of title 5, United States Code. 

(b) TERMS OF AGREEMENT.— 

(1) RESOURCE-SHARING AGREEMENT.—Any 
transfer of functions under subsection (a) 
Shall be effectuated in a resource-sharing 
agreement between the Secretary of Defense 
and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—Notwithstanding any other 
provision of law, including but not limited to 
any provisions of title 5, United States Code, 
relating to transfers of function or reduc- 
tions-in-force, the agreement described in 
paragraph (1) shall be controlling and may 
make provision for— 

(A) the transfer of civilian employee posi- 
tions of the Department of Defense identified 
in the agreement to the Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs and of the incumbent civilian 
employees in such positions; 

(B) the transition of transferred employees 
to pay, benefits, and personnel systems of 
the Department of Veterans Affairs in a 
manner which will not result in any reduc- 
tion of pay, grade, or employment progres- 
sion of any employee or any change in em- 
ployment status for employees who have al- 
ready successfully completed or are in the 
process of completing a one-year proba- 
tionary period under title 5, United States 
Code; 

(C) the establishment of integrated senior- 
ity lists and other personnel management 
provisions that recognize an employee's ex- 
perience and training so as to provide com- 
parable recognition of employees previously 
with the Department of Veterans Affairs and 
employees newly transferred to such Depart- 
ment; and 

(D) such other matters relating to civilian 
personnel management as the Secretary of 
Defense and the Secretary of Veterans Af- 
fairs consider appropriate. 

(c) PRESERVATION OF AUTHORITY.—Notwith- 
Standing subsections (a) and (b), nothing in 
this section shall be construed as limiting 
the authority of the Secretary of Defense to 
establish civilian employee positions in the 
Department of Defense and utilize all civil- 
ian personnel authorities otherwise available 
to the Secretary if the Secretary determines 
that such actions are necessary and appro- 
priate to meet mission requirements of the 
Department of Defense. 

SEC. 4. EXTENSION AND EXPANSION OF JOINT IN- 
CENTIVE FUND. 

(а) TEN-YEAR EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR 
JOINT INCENTIVES PROGRAM.—Paragraph (3) 
of section 8111(d) of title 38, United States 
Code, is amended by striking ‘‘2010”’ and in- 
serting ':2020". 

(b) FUNDING OF MAINTENANCE AND MINOR 
CONSTRUCTION FROM THE JOINT INCENTIVE 
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FUND.—Paragraph (2) of such section is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new sentence: ‘‘Such purposes shall include 
real property maintenance and minor con- 
struction projects that are not required to be 
specifically authorized by law under section 
8104 of this title and section 2805 of title 10.’’. 
SEC. 5. HEALTH CARE ELIGIBILITY FOR SERV- 
ICES AT THE CAPTAIN JAMES A. 
LOVELL FEDERAL HEALTH CARE 
CENTER. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of eligi- 
bility for health care under chapter 55 of 
title 10, United States Code, the Captain 
James A. Lovell Federal Health Care Center 
authorized by this Act may be deemed to be 
a facility of the uniformed services to the ex- 
tent provided in an agreement between the 
Secretary of Defense and the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs under subsection (b). 

(b) ELEMENTS OF AGREEMENT.—Subsection 
(a) may be implemented through an agree- 
ment between the Secretary of Veterans Af- 
fairs and the Secretary of Defense. The 
agreement may— 

(1) establish an integrated priority list for 
access to available care at the facility de- 
scribed in subsection (a), integrating the re- 
spective priority lists of the Secretaries, 
taking into account categories of bene- 
ficiaries, enrollment program status, and 
such other factors as the Secretaries deter- 
mine appropriate; 

(2) incorporate any resource-related limi- 
tations for access to care at that facility es- 
tablished by the Secretary of Defense for 
purposes of administering space-available 
eligibility for care in facilities of the uni- 
formed services under chapter 55 of title 10, 
United States Code; 

(8) allocate financial responsibility for care 
provided at that facility for individuals who 
are eligible for care under both title 38, 
United States Code, and chapter 55 of title 
10, United States Code; and 

(4) waive the applicability to that facility 
of any provision of section 8111(e) of title 38, 
United States Code, as specified by the Sec- 
retaries. 


By Mr. HARKIN: 

S. 3714. A bill to amend the Com- 
modity Exchange Act to ensure that 
all agreements, contracts, and trans- 
actions with respect to commodities 
are carried out on a regulated ex- 
change, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

Mr. HARKIN. Mr. President, today, I 
am introducing legislation—the De- 
rivatives Trading Integrity Act—which 
calls for establishing stronger stand- 
ards of openness, transparency and in- 
tegrity in the trading of financial 
swaps and other over-the-counter de- 
rivatives as a critical step toward re- 
building and restoring confidence in 
the financial system. With the total 
face value of swaps reaching a high of 
some $531 trillion at the middle of this 
year—8-and-a-half times the world 
GDP of $62 trillion—it is long past time 
for accountability in these markets. 
Over the years, the Commodity Fu- 
tures Trading Commission and Con- 
gress have responded to concerns of the 
the swaps industry by allowing instru- 
ments that are in form and function fu- 
tures contracts to be privately nego- 
tiated without the safeguards provided 
through exchange trading. 
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The economic downturn in this coun- 
try is forcing us to examine all contrib- 
uting factors to the crisis in our finan- 
cial markets. By restoring reasonable 
safeguards and regulation of swaps, in- 
cluding credit default swaps, along 
with all other futures contracts, this 
legislation will go a long way to re- 
store confidence in the markets and re- 
establish soundness and integrity in 
the financial system. My bill will end 
the unregulated ‘‘casino capitalism" 
that has engendered great risks in 
swaps trading. And it will bring these 
transactions out into the sunlight 
where they can be monitored and ap- 
propriately and responsibly regulated. 
This legislation will establish author- 
ity and safeguards to ensure that par- 
ties can meet their obligations to man- 
age and reduce danger and risk to the 
entire financial system and economy. 

Virtually all contracts now com- 
monly referred to as swaps fall under 
the definition of futures contracts and 
function basically in the same manner 
as futures contracts. This bill amends 
the Commodity Exchange Act to elimi- 
nate the distinction in futures con- 
tracts among 'excluded" and “ех- 
empt’’ commodities and regulated, ex- 
change-traded commodities; futures 
contracts for all commodities would be 
treated the same. 

In addition, the bill eliminates the 
statutory exclusion of swap trans- 
actions from regulation, and it ends 
the Commodity Futures Trading Com- 
mission’s authority to exempt such 
transactions from the general require- 
ment that a contract for the purchase 
or sale of a commodity for future deliv- 
ery can only trade on a regulated board 
of trade. In effect, this means that all 
futures contracts must trade on a des- 
ignated contract market or a deriva- 
tives transaction execution facility. 

Last month, the Senate Committee 
on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry 
heard dramatic testimony about the 
impact of unregulated financial deriva- 
tives on the U.S. economy. We have 
seen large negative consequences from 
the lack of price transparency and the 
failure to properly measure and 
collateralize the risk in trading over- 
the-counter derivatives. The problems 
have not been in the trading of finan- 
cial futures on regulated futures mar- 
kets, subject to the oversight of the 
Commodity Futures Trading Commis- 
sion. 

This legislation I am introducing will 
establish the standards that all futures 
contracts trade on regulated exchange. 
The regulated exchanges will work 
with the Commodity Futures Trading 
Commission to ensure that trading on 
the exchange is fair and equitable and 
not subject to abuses. The Commodity 
Futures Trading Commission has the 
experience and expertise to oversee 
these matters. 

Bringing necessary openness, trans- 
parency, soundness, and integrity to 
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trading in contracts which are now un- 
regulated over-the-counter swaps and 
related derivatives is à key element in 
restoring trust and confidence in the fi- 
nancial system so that we can rebuild 
our economy on a solid foundation. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3714 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Derivatives 
Trading Integrity Act of 2008”. 

SEC. 2. REGULATION OF CERTAIN AGREEMENTS, 
CONTRACTS, AND TRANSACTIONS. 

(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 1a of the Com- 
modity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 1a) is amend- 
ed— 

(1) by striking paragraphs (10), (11), (13), 
(14), and (33); and 

(2) by redesignating— 

(A) paragraph (12) as paragraph (10); 

(B) paragraphs (15) through (32) as para- 
graphs (11) through (28), respectively; and 

(C) paragraph (34) as paragraph (29). 

(b) EXCLUSIONS.—Section 2 of the Com- 
modity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 2) is amend- 
ed— 

(1) by striking subsections (d), (e), (g), (h), 
and (i); and 

(2) by redesignating subsection (f) as sub- 
section (d). 

(c) RESTRICTION OF FUTURES TRADING TO 
CONTRACT MARKETS OR DERIVATIVES TRANS- 
ACTION EXECUTION FACILITIES.—Section 4 of 
the Commodity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 6) is 
amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), in the matter pre- 
ceding paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘Unless ex- 
empted by the Commission pursuant to sub- 
section (с), it shall" and inserting ‘‘It shall"; 

(2) by striking subsection (c); and 

(3) by redesignating subsection (d) as sub- 
section (с). 

(d) EXEMPT BOARDS OF TRADE.—Section 5d 
of the Commodity Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 7a- 
3) is repealed. 

SEC. 3. CONFORMING AMENDMENTS. 

(a) Section 1а of the Commodity Exchange 
Act (7 U.S.C. 1а) (as amended by section 
2(a)(2)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (10)(А)(х), by striking 
“(other than an electronic trading facility 
with respect to a significant price discovery 
contract)"; 

(2) in paragraph (25)— 

(A) in subparagraph (C), by inserting “апа” 
after the semicolon at the end; 

(B) in subparagraph (D), by striking ‘‘; 
and" and inserting a period; and 

(С) by striking subparagraph (E); and 

(3) in paragraph (27), by striking ‘‘section 
2(c), 2(d), 2(f), or 2(g) of this Act" and insert- 
ing "subsection (c) ог (d) of section 2". 

(b) Section 2(c) of the Commodity Ex- 
change Act (7 U.S.C. 2(c)) is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(А), by striking ‘‘5d,’’; and 

(B) in subparagraph (F), by striking ‘іп an 
excluded commodity’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2)(B)GXII)— 

(A) in item (cc), by striking ‘‘section 1a(20) 
of this Act” each place it appears and insert- 
ing "section 1a(16)’’; and 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


(B) in item (dd), by striking ‘‘section 
1a(12)(A)(ii) of this Act" and inserting ‘‘sec- 
tion 1а(10)(А )(11)”. 

(с) Section 4а of the Commodity Exchange 
Act (7 U.S.C. 6a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 

(A) in the first sentence, by striking ‘‘or on 
electronic trading facilities with respect to a 
significant price discovery contract’’; and 

(B) in the second sentence, by striking ‘‘or 
on an electronic trading facility with respect 
to a significant price discovery contract,’’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking “ог elec- 
tronic trading facility with respect to a sig- 
nificant price discovery contract’’; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), in the matter pre- 
ceding the proviso, by striking ‘‘or electronic 
trading facility with respect to a significant 
price discovery contract”; and 

(3) in subsection (e)— 

(A) in the first sentence— 

(i) in the matter preceding the proviso— 

(1) by striking ‘‘or by any electronic trad- 
ing facility"; 

(I) by striking ‘‘or on an electronic trad- 
ing facility"; and 

(ТП) by striking “ог electronic trading fa- 
cility"; and 

(ii) in the proviso, by striking “ог elec- 
tronic trading facility"; and 

(B) in the second sentence, in the matter 
preceding the proviso, by striking ‘ог elec- 
tronic trading facility with respect to a sig- 
nificant price discovery contract". 

(d) Section 4g(a) of the Commodity Ex- 
change Act (7 U.S.C. 6g(a) is amended by 
striking “апа in any significant price dis- 
covery contract traded or executed on an 
electronic trading facility or”. 

(e) Section 4i of the Commodity Exchange 
Act (7 U.S.C. 6i) is amended— 

(1) in the matter preceding paragraph (1), 
by striking “ог any significant price dis- 
covery contract traded or executed on an 
electronic trading facility"; and 

(2) in the matter following paragraph (2), 
by striking “ог electronic trading facility”. 

(f) Section 5a of the Commodity Exchange 
Act (7 U.S.C. 7a) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (b)(2)— 

(A) in subparagraph (D)(üi) by inserting 
“or” after the semicolon at the end; 

(B) in subparagraph (E), by striking ‘‘; or 
and inserting a period; and 

(С) by striking subparagraph (Е); and 

(2) in subsection (g)— 

(A) in the heading, by striking ELECTION 
To TRADE EXCLUDED AND EXEMPT COMMOD- 
ITIES" and inserting EXCLUDED SECURITIES”; 
and 

(B) in paragraph (1)— 

(i) by striking excluded or exempt com- 
modities other than" and inserting ‘‘com- 
modities other than an agricultural com- 
modity enumerated in section 1а(4) or"; and 

(11) by striking ‘‘, 2(d), or 2(g) of this Act, 
or exempt under section 2(h) of this Act”. 

(g) Section 5b of the Commodity Exchange 
Act (7 U.S.C. 7a-1) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘section 
2(a)(1)(C)(i), 2(c), 2(d), 2(£), or 2(g) of this Act 
or title IV of the Commodity Futures Mod- 
ernization Act of 2000, or exempted under 
section 2(h) or 4(с) of this Act" and inserting 
“subsection (a)(1)(C)(i), (c), or (d) of section 2 
or title IV of the Commodity Futures Mod- 
ernization Act of 2000 (Public Law 106—554; 114 
Stat. 2763A457)"; and 

(2) in subsection (b), by striking ‘‘section 
2(c), 2(d), 2(£), or 2(g) of this Act or title IV 
of the Commodity Futures Modernization 
Act of 2000, or exempted under section 2(h) or 
4(c) of this Act" and inserting ‘‘subsection 
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(c) or (d) of section 2 or title IV of the Com- 
modity Futures Modernization Act of 2000 
(Public Law 106-554; 114 Stat. 2763A457)’’. 

(h) Section 5c of the Commodity Exchange 
Act (7 U.S.C. 7a-2) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)(1), by striking ‘‘and 
section 2(h)(7) with respect to significant 
price discovery contracts,”’; 

(2) in subsection (b)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ©“, deriva- 
tives transaction execution facility, or elec- 
tronic trading facility with respect to a sig- 
nificant price discovery contract" and in- 
serting ‘‘or derivatives transaction execution 
facility"; and 

(B) in paragraphs (2) and (3), by striking ‘‘, 
derivatives transaction execution facility, or 
electronic trading facility" each place it ap- 
pears and inserting “ог derivatives trans- 
action execution facility"; and 

(3) in subsection (d)(1), in the matter pre- 
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking “ог 
2(h)(7)(C) with respect to a significant price 
discovery contract traded or executed on an 
electronic trading facility,’’. 

(i) Section 5e of the Commodity Exchange 
Act (7 U.S.C. 7b) is amended by striking ‘‘or 
revocation of the right of an electronic trad- 
ing facility to rely on the exemption set 
forth in section 2(h)(3) with respect to a sig- 
nificant price discovery contract,". 

(j) Section 5f(b)(1) of the Commodity Ex- 
change Act (7 U.S.C. 7b-1(b)(1)) is amended in 
the matter preceding subparagraph (A), by 
striking ‘‘section 5f" and inserting ‘‘this sec- 
tion". 

(k) Section 6(b) of the Commodity Ex- 
change Act (7 U.S.C. 8(b)) is amended— 

(1) in the first sentence— 

(A) by striking “ог to revoke the right of 
an electronic trading facility to rely on the 
exemption set forth in section 2(h)(8) with 
respect to a significant price discovery con- 
tract,'"; and 

(B) by striking “ог electronic trading facil- 
ity”; and 

(2) in the second sentence, in the matter 
preceding the proviso, by striking “ог elec- 
tronic trading facility”. 

(1) Section 12(e) of the Commodity Ex- 
change Act (7 U.S.C. 16(e)) is amended by 
striking paragraph (2) and inserting the fol- 
lowing: 

02) EFFECT.—This Act supersedes and pre- 
empts the application of any State or local 
law that prohibits or regulates gaming or 
the operation of bucket shops (other than 
antifraud provisions of general applicability) 
in the case of an agreement, contract, or 
transaction that is excluded from this Act 
under— 

(А) subsection (с) or (d) of section 2; or 

*"(B) title IV of the Commodity Futures 
Modernization Act of 2000 (Public Law 106- 
554; 114 Stat. 2763A457).’’. 

(m) Section 15(b) of the Commodity Ex- 
change Act (7 U.S.C. 19(b) is amended by 
striking ‘‘4(c) or’’. 

(n) Section 22(b)(1)(A) of the Commodity 
Exchange Act (7 U.S.C. 25(b)(1)(A)) is amend- 
ed by striking ‘ру section 2(h)(7) or sections 
5 through 5c" and inserting ‘‘under sections 
5 through 5c’’. 

(0) Section 13106(b)(1) of the Food, Con- 
servation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. 2 
note; Public Law 110-246) is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 1a(82)" and inserting ‘‘sec- 
tion la". 


By Mr. LEVIN (for himself, Mr. 
BoND, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. 
VOINOVICH, Mr. BROWN, Mr. 
SPECTER, and Mr. CASEY): 
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S. 8715. A bill to provide for emer- 
gency bridge loan assistance to auto- 
mobile manufacturers and component 
suppliers; to the Committee on Appro- 
priations. 

Mr. President, I am pleased to intro- 
duce with my colleagues the Auto In- 
dustry Emergency Bridge Loan Act. 

This legislation is the product of a 
bipartisan effort to provide bridge 
loans of up to $25 billion to the auto in- 
dustry. Auto industries around the 
world, including China and Europe, are 
requesting loans from their govern- 
ments because of the dramatic decline 
of the global economy and the drastic 
reduction in car purchases and the 
availability of credit. 

Our proposition is not only bipar- 
tisan. It is a hybrid proposal combining 
provisions from many sources. 

We incorporate Leader REID’S provi- 
sions on strong taxpayer protections, 
including stock warrants for the gov- 
ernment, provisions restricting execu- 
tive compensation, including bonuses 
and golden parachutes, and provisions 
requiring long term plans for financial 
viability. Suppliers are also made eligi- 
ble for the loans. 

The language of Chairman BARNEY 
FRANK, of the House Financial Services 
Committee, was heavily utilized in- 
cluding retention of Section 136’s envi- 
ronmental standards, such as 25 per- 
cent improvement in fuel economy and 
Tier II emissions standards. His over- 
sight board membership approach is 
also included. 

The White House opposed the use of 
any of the $700 billion, already-appro- 
priated stabilization fund, and the Ma- 
jority Leader said yesterday that there 
were not enough votes in the Senate to 
pass an amendment using those funds. 
We cannot allow the issue of which 
source of already appropriated funds 
will be used for the essential purpose of 
preventing the economy from sliding 
into a depression, which is a real possi- 
bility if one or more of the domestic 
auto companies goes under, given the 
impact of the auto industry on millions 
of jobs, on suppliers that are in most of 
our States and on all of our commu- 
nities which have Big 3 auto dealers. 

So we agreed that the only alter- 
native which can prevent those disas- 
trous results is for the funding stream 
for the loans to come from the so- 
called Section 136 appropriation that 
we provided earlier this year in the 
consolidated Security, Disaster Assist- 
ance, and Continuing Appropriations 
Act, 2009. However, the structure of 
Section 136 is preserved in permanent 
law for the balance of its appropriation 
not utilized for loans, and the environ- 
mental standards of section 136, includ- 
ing strengthened fuel economy and 
emissions standards, are preserved. 
Also, loan repayments will be used to 
replenish Section 136, along with any 
proceeds from the sale of company 
Stock owned by the government. 
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Under our proposal, this emergency 
bridge loan program would be adminis- 
tered by the Secretary of Commerce. 

The time for Congress to act on this 
pressing issue is growing short. People 
in communities across this country are 
anxiously watching to see what we are 
going to do. They are sick with worry. 
Not acting on a solution will provoke 
anger and frustration in hundreds of 
communities which supply components 
or have auto dealers. This is à Main 
Street issue—a direct jobs issue for 
millions of families. 

I know there is frustration with the 
past actions of the U.S. auto compa- 
nies. Some blame them for the quality 
problems of the 1970s, or for paying 
their executives and their workers too 
much, or for not moving aggressively 
enough to produce advanced tech- 
nology, fuel efficient cars. But we can't 
throw millions of jobs, a vital segment 
of our industrial base and our economy 
overboard just because of this frustra- 
tion. 

President Bush, President-elect 
Obama, and the leadership and prob- 
ably а majority of the Congress all 
agree that we needed to provide bridge 
loans to support the U.S. auto indus- 
try, and I am pleased that the leader- 
Ship of the Congress has said that we 
will address this issue beginning De- 
cember 8. 

The stakes for our future economic 
security and well-being are enormous. 
One way or another, we must provide 
the bridge loans for the domestic auto 
industry—for the sake of millions of 
workers and their future and to keep 
our economy from being pushed into а 
depression. 

I want to thank the cosponsors of 
this legislation, Senator BOND, Senator 
STABENOW, Senator VOINOVICH, Senator 
BROWN, Senator SPECTER and Senator 
CASEY for their assistance in preparing 
this bipartisan legislation, and I urge 
my colleagues to join us in supporting 
it. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 8715 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Auto Indus- 
try Emergency Bridge Loan Act’’. 
SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 

(1 AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURER OR COMPO- 
NENT SUPPLIER.—The term (automobile man- 
ufacturer or component supplier" means an 
automobile manufacturer or component sup- 
plier or any successor thereto. 

(2 GOLDEN PARACHUTE PAYMENT.—The 
term ‘‘golden parachute payment" means 
any payment to а senior executive officer for 
departure from а company for any reason. 

(3) FINANCIAL VIABILITY.— The term ‘‘finan- 
cial viability" means, using generally ac- 
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ceptable accounting principles, that there is 
а reasonable prospect that the applicant will 
be able to make payments of principal and 
interest on the loan as and when such pay- 
ments become due under the terms of the 
loan documents, and that the applicant has а 
net present value that is positive. 

(4) SECRETARY.—The term "Secretary" 
means the Secretary of Commerce. 

(5) SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER.—The term 
"senior executive officer" means an indi- 
vidual who is 1 of the top 5 most highly paid 
executives of a public company, whose com- 
pensation is required to be disclosed pursu- 
ant to the Securities Exchange Act of 1984, 
and any regulations issued thereunder, and 
nonpublic company counterparts. 

SEC. 3. AUTO INDUSTRY EMERGENCY BRIDGE 
LOAN PROGRAM. 

On or before March 31, 2009, the Secretary 
shall make loans from funds provided under 
this section to automobile manufacturers or 
component suppliers that have— 

(1) operations in the United States, the 
failure of which would have a systemic ad- 
verse effect on the overall United States 
economy or a significant loss of United 
States jobs, as determined by the Secretary; 

(2) operated à manufacturing facility for 
the purposes of producing automobiles or 
automobile components in the United States 
throughout the 20-year period ending on the 
date of the enactment of this Act; and 

(3) submitted a complete application for a 
loan under this section pursuant to section 
4(a), which has been determined eligible 
under section 4(b). 

SEC. 4. PLAN TO ENSURE FINANCIAL VIABILITY 
OF BORROWER. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—At the time of applica- 
tion for a loan under this Act, an automobile 
manufacturer or component supplier shall 
submit to the Secretary a detailed plan that 
describes how the requested Government 
funds— 

(1) would be utilized to ensure the financial 
viability of the manufacturer or supplier; 
and 

(2) would stimulate automobile production 
in the United States; and 

(3) would improve the capacity of the man- 
ufacturer or supplier to pursue the timely 
and aggressive production of energy-efficient 
advanced technology vehicles. 

(b) PLAN CONTENTS.—A plan submitted 
under this section shall detail cost control 
measures and performance goals and mile- 
stones. 

SEC. 5. APPLICATIONS, ELIGIBILITY AND DIS- 
BURSEMENTS. 

(a) APPLICATIONS.—On and after the date 
that is 3 days after the date of the enactment 
of this Act, the Secretary shall accept appli- 
cations for loans under this Act. 

(b) DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY.—Not 
later than 15 days after the date on which 
the Secretary receives a complete applica- 
tion for a loan under subsection (a), the Sec- 
retary shall, after consultation with other 
Executive Branch officials, determine wheth- 
er— 

(1) the applicant meets the requirements 
described in sections 3 and 4; 

(2) the disbursement of funds and the suc- 
cessful implementation of the required plan 
would ensure the financial viability of the 
applicant; and 

(3) the applicant is therefore eligible to re- 
ceive a loan under this Act. 

(c) DISBURSEMENT.—The Secretary shall 
begin disbursement of the proceeds of a loan 
under this Act to an eligible applicant not 
later than 7 days after the date on which the 
Secretary receives a disbursal request from 
the applicant. 
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(d) WARRANTS AND DEBT INSTRUMENTS.— 
The Secretary may not make a loan under 
this Act unless the Secretary receives from 
the automobile manufacturer or component 
supplier а warrant or senior debt instrument 
from the manufacturer made in accordance 
with the requirements for а warrant or sen- 
ior debt instrument by a financial institu- 
tion under section 113(d) of the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division 
A of Public Law 110-343). 

SEC. 6. REPLENISHMENT OF ADVANCED TECH- 
NOLOGY VEHICLE MANUFACTURING 
INCENTIVE PROGRAM. 

(a) EQUITY SALES.— 

(1) SALES AUTHORIZED.— The Secretary may 
sell, exercise, or surrender any equity instru- 
ment received under this Act. 

(2) TURNAROUND PROFITS TO RESTORE AD- 
VANCED VEHICLES MANUFACTURING INCENTIVE 
PROGRAM.—Proceeds received from a sale, ex- 
ercise, or surrender under paragraph (1) may 
be credited to the appropriate Government 
financing account made available to fulfill 
the advanced technology vehicle manufac- 
turing incentive purpose under section 136 of 
the Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007 (Public Law 110-140; 42 U.S.C. 17013) until 
the amount loaned under this Act has been 
repaid. 

(3) REDUCTION OF PUBLIC DEBT.—Proceeds 
received from a sale, exercise, or surrender 
under paragraph (1) that takes place after 
the amount loaned under this Act has been 
repaid in accordance with paragraph (2) may 
be used to reduce the public debt. 

(b) REPAID LOAN FUNDS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Loan amounts repaid 
under this Act may be credited to the appro- 
priate Government financing account made 
available to fulfill the advanced technology 
vehicle manufacturing incentive purpose of 
section 136 of the Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007 until the amount loaned 
under this Act is repaid. 

(2) REDUCTION OF PUBLIC DEBT.—Loan 
amounts repaid under this Act after the 
amount loaned under this Act has been re- 
paid may be used to reduce the public debt. 
SEC. 7. LIMITS ON EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION. 

(a) STANDARDS REQUIRED.—The Secretary 
shall require any recipient of a loan under 
this Act to meet appropriate standards for 
executive compensation and corporate gov- 
ernance. 

(b) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.—The stand- 
ards established under subsection (a) shall 
include the following: 

(1) Limits on compensation that exclude 
incentives for senior executive officers of a 
recipient of a loan under this Act to take un- 
necessary and excessive risks that threaten 
the value of such recipient during the period 
that the loan is outstanding. 

(2) A provision for the recovery by such re- 
cipient of any bonus or incentive compensa- 
tion paid to a senior executive officer based 
on statements of earnings, gains, or other 
criteria that are later found to be materially 
inaccurate. 

(3) A prohibition on such recipient making 
any golden parachute payment to a senior 
executive officer during the period that the 
loan under this Act is outstanding. 

(4) A prohibition on such recipient paying 
or accruing any bonus or incentive com- 
pensation during the period that the loan 
under this Act is outstanding to any execu- 
tive whose annual base compensation ex- 
ceeds $250,000 (which amount shall be ad- 
justed by the Secretary for inflation). 

(5) A prohibition on any compensation plan 
that could encourage manipulation of the re- 
ported earnings of the recipient to enhance 
compensation of any of its employees. 
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SEC. 8. PROHIBITION ON THE USE OF LOAN PRO- 
CEEDS FOR LOBBYING ACTIVITIES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—A recipient of a loan 
under this Act may not use such funds for 
any lobbying expenditures or political con- 
tributions. 

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) LOBBYING EXPENDITURES.—The term 
“lobbying expenditures’? has the meaning 
given the term in section 4911(c)(1) of the In- 
ternal Revenue Code of 1986. 

(2 POLITICAL CONTRIBUTIONS.—The term 
“political contribution" means any con- 
tribution on behalf of a political candidate 
or to a separate segregated fund described in 
section 316(b)(2)(C) of the Federal Election 
Campaign Act of 1971 (2 U.S.C. 441b(b)(2)(C)). 
SEC. 9. PROHIBITION ON PAYMENT OF DIVI- 

DENDS. 

No common stock dividends may be paid 
by any recipient of a loan under this Act for 
the duration of the loan. 

SEC. 10. AUTO INDUSTRY EMERGENCY BRIDGE 
LOAN OVERSIGHT BOARD. 

(а) ESTABLISHMENT.— There is established 
the Auto Industry Emergency Bridge Loan 
Oversight Board (in this section referred to 
as the ‘‘Board’’), which shall be responsible 
for reviewing and providing advice con- 
cerning the exercise of authority under this 
Act, including— 

(1) the progress of the applicant in meeting 
the performance goals and milestones under 
its financial viability plan required under 
section 4; 

(2) recommending changes, as necessary 
and appropriate, to the Secretary in meeting 
the goals and milestones under the financial 
viability plan, and senior management and 
board of directors to the automobile manu- 
facturers and component suppliers assisted 
under this Act; and 

(3) reporting any suspected fraud, mis- 
representation, or malfeasance to the Inspec- 
tor General of the Department of Commerce 
or the Attorney General of the United 
States, consistent with section 535(b) of title 
28, United States Code. 

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The Board shall be com- 
prised of— 

(1) the Secretary of Commerce; 

(2) the Secretary of Energy; 

(3) the Secretary of Transportation; 

(4) the Secretary of the Treasury; 

(5) the Secretary of Labor; and 

(6 the Administrator of the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency. 

(c) CHAIRPERSON.— The chairperson of the 
Board shall be the Secretary of Commerce. 

(d) MEETINGS.— The Board shall meet— 

(1) not later than 14 days after the first dis- 
bursement of funds provided under this Act; 
and 

(2) not less frequently than monthly there- 
after. 

(e) REPORTS.—The Board shall report to 
the appropriate committees of Congress, not 
less frequently than quarterly, on the mat- 
ters described under this section. 

(f) OVERSIGHT OF TRANSACTIONS AND FINAN- 
CIAL CONDITION.— 

(1) DuTY TO INFORM.—During the period in 
which any loan extended under this Act re- 
mains outstanding, the recipient of such 
loan shall promptly inform the Secretary 
and the Board of— 

(A) any asset sale, investment, or commit- 
ment for any asset sale or investment pro- 
posed to be entered into by such recipient 
that has à value in excess of $25,000,000; and 

(B) any other material change in the finan- 
cial condition of such recipient. 

(2 AUTHORITY OF THE SECRETARY.—During 
the period in which any loan extended under 
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this Act remains outstanding, the Secretary, 
in consultation with the Board, may— 

(A) promptly review any asset sale or in- 
vestment described in paragraph (1) or any 
commitment for such asset sale or invest- 
ment; and 

(B) direct the recipient of the loan that it 
Should not consummate such proposed sale 
or investment or commitment for such sale 
or investment. 

(3) REGULATIONS.—The Board may estab- 
lish, by regulation, procedures for con- 
ducting any review under this subsection. 

(g) TERMINATION.—The Board, and its au- 
thority under this section, shall terminate 
not later than 6 months after the date on 
which the last loan amounts under this sec- 
tion are repaid. 

SEC. 11. PRIORITIZATION OF LOAN ALLOCA- 
TIONS. 

In allocating loan amounts under this Act, 
the Secretary shall consider the magnitude 
of the impact of the manufacturing oper- 
ations of the applicant in the United States 
on the overall economy of the United States 
and other segments of the automobile indus- 
try, including the impact on levels of em- 
ployment, domestic manufacturing of auto- 
mobiles and automobile components, and 
automobile dealerships. 

SEC. 12. RATE OF INTEREST. 

The annual rate of interest for a loan 
under this Act shall be— 

(a) 5 percent during the 5-year period be- 
ginning on the date on which the Secretary 
disburses the loan; and 

(b) 9 percent after the end of the period de- 
Scribed in paragraph (1). 

SEC. 13. NO PREPAYMENT PENALTY. 

A loan made under this Act shall be 
prepayable without penalty at any time. 
SEC. 14. DISCHARGE. 

A discharge under title 11, United States 
Code, shall not discharge the borrower from 
any debt for funds authorized to be disbursed 
under this Act. 

SEC. 15. FEES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may 
charge and collect fees for disbursements 
under this Act in amounts that the Sec- 
retary determines are sufficient to cover ap- 
plicable administrative expenses. 

(b) AVAILABILITY.—Fees collected under 
this section— 

(1) shall be deposited by the Secretary into 
the Treasury of the United States; 

(2) shall be used by the Secretary to pay 
administrative expenses of making awards 
and loans under this Act; and 

(3) shall remain available until expended, 
without further appropriation. 

SEC. 16. JUDICIAL REVIEW AND RELATED MAT- 
TERS. 

(а) STANDARDS.—Actions by the Secretary 
pursuant to the authority of this Act shall 
be subject to chapter 7 of title 5, United 
States Code, including that such final ac- 
tions shall be held unlawful and set aside if 
found to be arbitrary, capricious, an abuse of 
discretion, or not in accordance with law. 

(b) LIMITATIONS ON EQUITABLE RELIEF.— 

(1) INJUNCTION.—No injunction or other 
form of equitable relief shall be issued 
against the Secretary for actions pursuant 
to this Act, other than to remedy a violation 
of the Constitution. 

(2) TEMPORARY RESTRAINING ORDER.—Any 
request for a temporary restraining order 
against the Secretary for actions pursuant 
to this Act shall be considered and granted 
or denied by the court within 3 days of the 
date of the request. 

(3) PRELIMINARY INJUNCTION.—Any request 
for a preliminary injunction against the Sec- 
retary for actions pursuant to this Act shall 
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be considered and granted or denied by the 
court on an expedited basis consistent with 
the provisions of rule 65(b)(3) of the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure, or any successor to 
Such rule. 

(4) PERMANENT INJUNCTION.—Any request 
for à permanent injunction against the Sec- 
retary for actions pursuant to this Act shall 
be considered and granted or denied by the 
court on an expedited basis. Whenever pos- 
sible, the court shall consolidate trial on the 
merits with any hearing on a request for а 
preliminary injunction, consistent with the 
provisions of rule 65(a)(2) of the Federal 
Rules of Civil Procedure, or any successor to 
Such rule. 

(5) LIMITATION ON ACTIONS BY PARTICIPATING 
COMPANIES.—No action or claims may be 
brought against the Secretary by any person 
that divests its assets with respect to its par- 
ticipation in а program under this Act, ex- 
cept as provided in paragraph (1), other than 
as expressly provided in à written contract 
with the Secretary. 

(6) STAYS.—Any injunction or other form 
of equitable relief issued against the Sec- 
retary for actions pursuant to this Act shall 
be automatically stayed. The stay shall be 
lifted, unless the Secretary seeks a stay from 
а, higher court within 8 calendar days after 
the date on which the relief is issued. 

(c) SAVINGS CLAUSE.—Any exercise of the 
authority of the Secretary pursuant to this 
section shall not impair the claims or de- 
fenses that would otherwise apply with re- 
Spect to persons other than the Secretary. 
SEC. 17. FUNDING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The $7,500,000,000 appro- 
priated for fiscal year 2009 for direct loans 
under section 129 of the Consolidated Secu- 
rity, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009 (division A of Pub- 
lic Law 110-829) is rescinded. 

(b) APPROPRIATIONS.—There is appropriated 
to the Secretary of Commerce $7,500,000,000 
to the ‘“‘Department of Commerce - Emer- 
gency Bridge Loan Program Account” for 
the cost of direct loans authorized under this 
Act, which shall remain available until ex- 
pended. Commitments for direct loans using 
such amount shall not exceed $25,000,000,000 
in total loan principal. The cost of such di- 
rect loans, including the cost of modifying 
such loans, shall be calculated in accordance 
with section 502 of the Congressional Budget 
Act of 1974 (2 U.S.C. 661a). 

(c) TRANSFERS FOR DIRECT LOANS.—Fol- 
lowing the receipt of a notice from the Sec- 
retary of Energy certifying the approval of a 
loan under the program authorized under 
section 136 of the Energy Independence and 
Security Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-140; 42 
U.S.C. 17013), the Secretary may transfer 
amounts made available under this Act to 
the Secretary of Energy, in an amount suffi- 
cient for the cost of the direct loans if such 
transfer would not cause the Secretary to ex- 
ceed the total appropriation and total com- 
mitment level authorized under subsection 
(b) Any amounts so transferred shall be 
available to the Secretary of Energy without 
fiscal year limitation and subject to the 
terms and conditions described in section 129 
of the Consolidated Security, Disaster As- 
sistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009. 

(d) USE OF REMAINING AMOUNTS.—Amounts 
appropriated under subsection (b) which re- 
main available after March 31, 2009, shall be 
transferred to the Secretary of Energy and 
shall be used to carry out section 136 of the 
Energy Independence and Security Act of 
2007, subject to the terms and conditions de- 
Scribed in section 129 of the Consolidated Se- 
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curity, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 

Appropriations Act, 2009. 

SEC. 18. COORDINATION WITH OTHER LAWS RE- 
GARDING PROMOTION OF AD- 
VANCED TECHNOLOGY VEHICLE 
MANUFACTURING. 

Nothing in the Act may be construed as al- 
tering, affecting, or superseding the provi- 
sions of section 136 of the Energy Independ- 
ence and Security Act of 2007, relating to the 
technology requirements for energy efficient 
vehicles. 


By Mrs. McCASKILL (for herself, 
Mr. GRASSLEY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
LIEBERMAN, and Mr. BUNNING): 
S. 3716. A bill to amend the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110-843) to provide the 
Special Inspector General with addi- 
tional personnel, audit, and investiga- 
tion authorities; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 
Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, 
seven weeks ago Congress faced an ex- 
tremely difficult decision of whether or 
not to pass an unprecedented $700 bil- 
lion economic stabilization bill to help 
our Nation's economy and financial 
markets. The Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act, the Act, passed by 
Congress and signed into law by the 
President, was designed to provide new, 
expanded authority to the Department 
of the Treasury to take immediate ac- 
tion to stabilize our financial markets 
by purchasing troubled assets through 
a program called the Troubled Asset 
Relief Program or TARP. This new au- 
thority was designed to stop the con- 
tinued declines in the financial serv- 
ices industry and the credit markets. 
Like many of the thousands of con- 
stituents from Iowa I've heard from, I 
Shared their concerns that the sta- 
bilization plan put hundreds of billions 
of taxpayer dollars at risk. During the 
debate on this legislation I made it 
clear that I would only support this 
package if it included significant 
checks on the spending through var- 
ious oversight mechanisms. I wanted to 
make sure the legislation wasn't a 
blank check for Government bureau- 
crats to spend taxpayer dollars with 
impunity. Pm glad that Congress lis- 
tened to my concerns and I'm glad that 
specific oversight reforms I rec- 
ommended were included in the final 
package. For instance, the creation of 
a Special Inspector General for the 
Troubled Assets Relief Program (In- 
spector General) was something I 
worked to include in the final legisla- 
tion to ensure that an independent 
watchdog would be looking out for tax- 
payer funds allocated to the TARP. 
The legislation also has a number of 
additional oversight provisions such as 
the creation of a Financial Stability 
Oversight Board that is responsible for 
reviewing the exercise of the program 
to ensure the Treasury is operating as 
envisioned. Additionally, the legisla- 
tion included provisions requiring reg- 
ular reports from the Treasury to Con- 
gress, Tranche reports outlining any 
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assets Treasury chooses to purchase, 
and reports from the Comptroller Gen- 
eral at the Government Accountability 
Office. The Act also places controls on 
executive compensation and corporate 
governance at participating entities. 
Taken together, these provisions were 
aimed to provide a sturdy foundation 
for ensuring the program is properly 
overseen. 

However, despite these controls, 
many of these oversight provisions 
have been slowly implemented or out- 
right ignored until recently. To date, 
the Senate has only held hearings on 
the nomination for the Special Inspec- 
tor General and it is unclear when the 
nomination will be approved. Until 
then, the Inspector General at the De- 
partment of the Treasury has devoted 
some resources to overseeing the 
TARP, but we need to act expedi- 
tiously to approve the Special Inspec- 
tor General to ensure someone is 
watching over all these taxpayer funds. 

I do believe once we confirm a nomi- 
nee to be the Special Inspector General 
that this office will face an uphill bat- 
tle to work quickly to hire staff and to 
get operations moving to find out 
where all the billions of dollars are and 
how they were spent. This isn’t an im- 
possible task, but it is one that will 
take serious effort and great leadership 
to accomplish. 

One concern I have with the Special 
Inspector General is the lack of author- 
ity that office will have to oversee the 
TARP and new, evolving programs 
under the TARP such as the Capital 
Purchase Plan, or CPP. The Secretary 
of the Treasury has indicated publicly 
that he intends to continue utilizing 
his authority under the Act to use the 
TARP and the CPP to continue to pro- 
vide taxpayer funds via equity injec- 
tions and stock warrant purchases to 
banks, financial institutions, and other 
entities, as opposed to purchasing dis- 
tressed assets as the TARP was origi- 
nally envisioned. While the Secretary 
is acting within his authority, this 
change was not necessarily envisioned 
from the oversight perspective when 
the Special Inspector General author- 
ization was drafted. Instead, the cur- 
rent Act could be construed to only 
give the Special Inspector General the 
authority to review purchases of dis- 
tressed assets and not the purchases 
and equity injections currently ongo- 
ing under the CPP. As a result, the 
Special Inspector General could be lim- 
ited in authority to review the TARP 
before he takes office. 

To rectify this, Senator MCCASKILL 
and I are here today to introduce a 
simple legislative fix to this provision 
that would amend the Act to allow the 
Special Inspector General to review all 
actions taken under the TARP, includ- 
ing those of the CPP. This is a straight 
forward solution to ensure that the 
Special Inspector General has all the 
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authority necessary to oversee the tax- 
payer dollars that are being used to 
Stabilize the financial industry. 

This legislation makes one other 
change to the Act that will help the 
Special Inspector General hit the 
ground running once the Senate con- 
firms the nomination. Looking back to 
the last Special Inspector General Con- 
gress created, the Special Inspector 
General for Iraq Reconstruction, 
SIGIR, we noted that Congress pro- 
vided SIGIR the authority to utilize 
Special hiring authority to fill these 
important jobs quickly and not have 
them tied up in bureaucratic red tape. 
This section of our bill simply states 
that the Special Inspector General may 
utilize special expedited hiring author- 
ity authorized under 5 U.S.C. $3161 for 
the first six months after the date of 
enactment to get the office up and run- 
ning. Further, the section also removes 
statutory limits for how long these 
Special appointments may serve be- 
cause we do not want to limit the 
length of time these employees can 
work for the Special Inspector General 
given we don't know how long they will 
be needed to oversee this program. 

Taken together, these two simple 
provisions are necessary to ensure that 
the Special Inspector General is the ag- 
gressive, independent watchdog we en- 
visioned when we passed the Act and 
not just a paper tiger. As а long time 
supporter of Inspectors General, I be- 
lieve this legislation is necessary to 
ensure the success of the Special In- 
Spector General. I urge my colleagues 
to support this urgent legislative fix to 
help ensure that American taxpayer 
dollars are not lost to fraud, waste, or 
abuse because of à simple oversight in 
the drafting of the original legislation. 


By Ms. STABENOW (for herself 
and Mr. CORNYN): 

S. 3717. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to allow reim- 
bursement from flexible spending ac- 
counts for certain dental products; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to join my colleague, Ms. STA- 
BENOW, in introducing the Dental 
Health Promotion Act of 2008. This bill 
would make expenditures on dental 
products used to prevent or treat dis- 
eases of the mouth to be considered 
"qualified" medical expenses eligible 
for reimbursement from a flexible 
Spending arrangement, FSA. It is iden- 
tical to H.R. 3109, which was introduced 
in the House of Representatives in July 
2007. 

FSAs are vehicles that allow individ- 
uals to use pretax dollars to pay for 
"qualified" medical and dental ex- 
penses that are not reimbursed by 
other sources, such as a health insur- 
ance plan. Qualified medical and dental 
expenses are defined in Section 213(d) 
of the Internal Revenue Code and its 
accompanying regulations and include 
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prescription and over-the-counter prod- 
ucts. For example, an individual can 
use FSA dollars to pay for items such 
as cold medicine, Band-Aids, or pain re- 
lievers. In addition, some dental ex- 
penses are currently reimbursable, 
such as a crown or a regular dental 
checkup. But the money spent on den- 
tal products such as fluoride tooth- 
paste, a spin toothbrush, or dental floss 
is not currently reimbursable, even 
though they help prevent tooth decay. 
In fact, toothpaste is specifically ex- 
cluded from the definition of a quali- 
fied expense. 

I believe this is an inequity in our 
tax law that needs to be corrected. 
More and more medical research is 
demonstrating the link between good 
oral health and overall health. For ex- 
ample, research shows that pregnant 
women with poor oral health tend to 
deliver lower birth rate babies. Unfor- 
tunately, the definition of dental ex- 
penses has not kept up with medical re- 
Search. 

The legislation Senator STABENOW 
and I are introducing today would up- 
date the rules governing FSAs to en- 
sure that funds spent on dental prod- 
ucts used to treat or prevent oral dis- 
ease are treated the same as other 
over-the-counter medical expenses. For 
those concerned about abuse, this bill 
makes it clear that money spent on 
cosmetic products would not be consid- 
ered à qualified expense that can be re- 
imbursed by an FSA. 

Mr. President, it makes sense to in- 
vest in disease prevention on the front 
end. Allowing individuals to set aside 
money in their FSA to pay for dental 
products that can help prevent cavity 
or periodontal disease will help to re- 
duce future expenditures on more cost- 
ly treatments. 


ES 


SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 


SENATE RESOLUTION 1710—DESIG- 
NATING THE WEEK OF FEB- 
RUARY 2 THROUGH FEBRUARY 6, 
2009, AS “NATIONAL TEEN DAT- 
ING VIOLENCE AWARENESS AND 
PREVENTION WEEK" 


Mr. CRAPO (for himself, Mrs. CLIN- 
TON, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Ms. MURKOWSKI, 
Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. BAYH) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary: 

S. RES. 710 

Whereas 1 in 11 adolescents reports being а 
victim of physical dating violence; 

Whereas dating violence occurs more fre- 
quently among black students (18.9 percent) 
than among Hispanic (9.3 percent) or white (7 
percent) students; 

Whereas 1 in 5 teenagers in a serious rela- 
tionship reports having been hit, slapped, or 
pushed by а partner; 

Whereas more than 1 in 4 teenagers have 
been in а relationship where a partner is ver- 
bally abusive; 
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Whereas 30 percent of teenagers in а dating 
relationship have been text messaged 10, 20, 
or 30 times per hour by a partner attempting 
to find out where they are, what they are 
doing, or who they are with; 

Whereas 40 percent of the youngest 
“tweens’’, those between the ages of 11 and 
12, report that their friends are victims of 
verbal abuse in dating relationships; 

Whereas nearly 3 in 4 tweens say that dat- 
ing relationships usually begin at age 14 or 
younger; 

Whereas 29 percent of girls who have been 
in a relationship said that they have been 
pressured to have sex or to engage in sexual 
activities that they did not want; 

Whereas 69 percent of all teenagers who 
had sex by age 14 said they have experienced 
1 or more types of abuse in a dating relation- 
ship; 

Whereas 1 in 5 teenagers (20 percent) be- 
tween the ages of 13 and 14 say their friends 
are victims of dating violence; 

Whereas in 2003, in a national survey of 
over 14,000 high school students conducted by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, just over 8 percent of boys and girls re- 
ported physical dating violence victimiza- 
tion and were more likely to engage in risky 
behaviors including sexual intercourse, at- 
tempted suicide, episodic heavy drinking, 
and physical fighting; 

Whereas Native American women experi- 
ence higher rates of interpersonal violence 
than any other population group; 

Whereas violent relationships in adoles- 
cence can have serious ramifications for vic- 
tims, putting them at higher risk for sub- 
stance abuse, eating disorders, risky sexual 
behavior, suicide, and adult revictimization; 

Whereas the severity of violence among in- 
timate partners has been shown to be greater 
in cases where the pattern of violence has 
been established in adolescence; 

Whereas more than 3 times as many 
tweens (20 percent) as parents of tweens (6 
percent) admit that parents know little or 
nothing about the tweens' dating relation- 
ships; 

Whereas a majority of parents surveyed ei- 
ther believe dating violence is not an issue 
or admit they do not know if it is an issue; 
and 

Whereas the establishment of National 
Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Preven- 
tion Week will benefit schools, communities, 
and families regardless of socio-economic 
status, race, or sex: Now, therefore be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates the week of February 2 
through February 6, 2009, as “National Teen 
Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention 
Week"; and 

(2) calls upon the people of the United 
States, high schools, law enforcement, State 
and local officials, and interested groups to 
observe National Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness and Prevention Week with appro- 
priate programs and activities that promote 
awareness and prevention of the crime of 
teen dating violence in their communities. 


EE 
SENATE RESOLUTION  "711—CON- 
DEMNING THE  TRAGIC AND 
SENSELESS DEATH BY STONING 


OF A 18-YEAR-OLD GIRL FROM 
SOMALIA 


Ms. COLLINS (for herself, Mrs. FEIN- 
STEIN, Ms. SNOWE, Ms. LANDRIEU, Ms. 
STABENOW, and Mrs. CLINTON) sub- 
mitted the following resolution; which 
ws considered and agreed to: 


November 20, 2008 


S. RES. 711 


Whereas а child from Somalia, identified 
as Aisha Ibrahim Duhulow, was raped by 3 
men, and when her family reported the rape 
to authorities of the al-Shabaab militia that 
control the city of Kismayu, Somalia, she 
was accused of adultery and ordered to be 
stoned; 

Whereas, in October 2008, Aisha Ibrahim 
Duhulow was stoned to death by 50 militant 
men before 1,000 witnesses in а public sta- 
dium; 

Whereas al-Shabaab, some of whose mem- 
bers are affiliated with al Qaeda, is a violent 
and brutal extremist group that has used in- 
timidation and committed human rights vio- 
lations to undermine the Transitional Fed- 
eral Government of Somalia and threaten ac- 
tivists in civil society working to bring 
about peace through political dialogue and 
reconciliation; 

Whereas, on February 29, 2008, Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice designated  al- 
Shabaab as a foreign terrorist organization 
pursuant to section 219 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189) and 
placed the organization on the list of spe- 
cially designated global terrorists estab- 
lished under the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act and initiated under 
Executive Order 13224; 

Whereas the 2007 Country Report on 
Human Rights Practices in Somalia, re- 
leased on March 11, 2007, by the Department 
of State, cited the ‘‘poor human rights situa- 
tion" in Somalia, including ‘‘unlawful and 
politically motivated killings, official impu- 
nity, and discrimination and violence 
against women"; 

Whereas stoning is а grave and serious vio- 
lation of human rights law, in which the vic- 
tim is killed in an especially brutal way; 

Whereas stoning is practiced particularly 
on girls and women accused of adultery; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom has con- 
demned the death of Aisha Ibrahim Duhulow 
and called on the United States Government 
to join other states in speaking out deci- 
sively in international fora against such 
grave human rights abuses; and 

Whereas the United States Government 
continues to support the efforts of those 
working to transform the troubled region of 
Somalia through commitment to sound 
human rights practices, democratic and rep- 
resentative government, economic recovery, 
and lasting peace and reconciliation: Now, 
therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) condemns the tragic and senseless death 
by stoning of Aisha Ibrahim Duhulow; 

(2) urges the international community to 
join the Senate in speaking out against this 
brutal act; and 

(3) urges the Transitional Federal Govern- 
ment of Somalia— 

(A) to undertake robust efforts to protect 
women and children and to prevent acts of 
institutionalized violence against women in 
Somalia; 

(B) to work to strengthen the rule of law as 
part of the effort by the Transitional Federal 
Government of Somalia to establish its au- 
thority; 

(C) to promote equal and fair treatment of 
women; and 

(D) to end the culture of impunity in So- 
malia. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION  712—CON- 
GRATULATING THE PHILADEL- 
PHIA PHILLIES ON WINNING THE 
2008 WORLD SERIES 


Mr. SPECTER (for himself, Mr. 
CASEY, Mr. MENENDEZ, Mr. LAUTEN- 
BERG, and Mr. BUNNING) submitted the 
following resolution; which ws consid- 
ered and agreed to: 

S. REs. 712 


Whereas, on October 29, 2008, the Philadel- 
phia Phillies defeated the Tampa Bay Rays 
to win the 2008 World Series; 

Whereas the 4 to 3 Phillies victory in Game 
5 of the Fall Classic secured for Philadelphia 
a World Series title for the first time since 
1980, and for the second time in team his- 
tory; 

Whereas the Tampa Bay Rays deserve con- 
gratulations for a stellar 2008 season, in 
which, after 10 consecutive losing seasons, 
they posted a regular season record of 97-65 
and won the American League Championship 
Series; 

Whereas Tampa Bay Rays Manager and 
Hazelton, Pennsylvania-native Joe Maddon 
established himself as among the premier 
managers in Major League Baseball during 
the 2008 season, and aptly was named Amer- 
ican League Manager of the Year; 

Whereas Philadelphia sports fans have con- 
sistently demonstrated their love for, and 
devotion to, Philadelphia teams, even after 
25 years without winning a major sports 
championship; 

Whereas, since taking the helm as manager 
in 2005, Phillies Manager Charlie Manuel has 
guided the young Phillies team to become 
the best in Major League Baseball; 

Whereas recently-retired General Manager 
Pat Gillick, who joined the Phillies in 2006, 
played an integral role in assembling the 
World Series-winning team; 

Whereas 24-year old pitcher Cole Hamels 
was named the Most Valuable Player for 
both the National League Championship Se- 
ries and the World Series, with a 40 record 
and 1.80 Earned Run Average in the post-sea- 
son; 

Whereas starting pitchers Cole Hamels, 
Brett Myers, Joe Blanton, and Souderton, 
Pennsylvania-native Jamie Moyer delivered 
outstanding performances throughout the 
post-season; 

Whereas the Phillies’ bullpen distinguished 
itself as among the greatest in Major League 
Baseball, particularly closer Brad Lidge, who 
finished the 2008 season with 48 out of 48 save 
opportunities, including the final game of 
the World Series; 

Whereas the Phillies were led by a talented 
and tough group of players including: 2006 
MVP Ryan Howard; All-Star Chase Utley; 
2007 MVP and 2007 and 2008 Gold Glove win- 
ner Jimmy Rollins; third baseman Pedro 
Feliz; veteran outfielder Pat Burrell; 2008 
Gold Glove winner, the ‘‘Flyin’ Hawaiian’’, 
Shane Victorino; outfielder Jayson Werth; 
and catcher Carlos Ruiz; 

Whereas numerous reserve players made 
significant contributions to the Phillies’ 
World Series title run, including Geoff Jen- 
kins, Chris Coste, Eric Bruntlett, Greg 
Dobbs, and Matt Stairs; and 

Whereas more than 1,000,000 fans packed 
the streets of Philadelphia on October 31, 
2008 for a parade along Market and Broad 
Streets ending at Citizens Bank Park; 

Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) congratulates— 

(A) the Philadelphia Phillies for winning 
the 2008 World Series; 
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(B) the Phillies manager, coaches, and sup- 
port staff, whose commitment to the Phillies 
franchise has sustained this proud organiza- 
tion and allowed the team to reach the pin- 
nacle of success in 2008; 

(C) all Phillies fans, whose tenacity, perse- 
verance, and enthusiasm are matched only 
by that of the team to which the fans are 
dedicated; and 

(D) the Tampa Bay Rays on an outstanding 
2008 season; and 

(2) directs the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution 
to— 

(A) Phillies manager Charlie Manuel; 


(B) Phillies general manager Ruben 

Amaro, Jr.; 

(E) Phillies advisor Pat Gillick. 
o———ü— 

SENATE RESOLUTION 713—CALL- 


ING ON ALL PARTIES TO THE 
ESCALATING VIOLENCE IN EAST- 
ERN DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF 
CONGO TO IMPLEMENT AN IM- 
MEDIATE CEASEFIRE AND WORK 
WITH 'THE SUPPORT OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY 
TOWARD А COMPREHENSIVE 
AND LASTING SOLUTION TO THE 
CRISIS 


Mr. FEINGOLD (for himself, Mr. 
BROWNBACK, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. HARKIN, 
Mr. DURBIN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. DODD, Ms. 
SNOWE, Mr. LIEBERMAN, Mr. MENENDEZ, 
Mr. ISAKSON, Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mrs. 
BOXER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BOND, Mr. 
COLEMAN, Mr. LAUTENBERG, and Mr. 
NELSON of Florida) submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was consid- 
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 713 


Whereas the Democratic Republic of Congo 
was devastated by civil wars lasting from 
1996 to 1997 and 1998 to 2003, spawning some 
of the world's worst human rights violations 
and involving at least 6 neighboring coun- 
tries; 

Whereas, despite the signing of à peace 
agreement and subsequent withdrawal of for- 
eign forces in 2008, eastern Congo has contin- 
ued to suffer from high levels of poverty, in- 
security, and absent or inadequate institu- 
tions, allowing armed and criminal groups to 
operate freely; 

Whereas continuing abuses committed by 
the national military against civilians in 
Congo and apparent ties between the mili- 
tary and armed groups in the region have 
tainted attempts to restore the rule of law in 
the eastern region of the country; 

Whereas, according to a study by the Inter- 
national Rescue Committee released in Jan- 
uary 2008, the conflict and related humani- 
tarian crises in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo have taken the lives of an estimated 
5,400,000 people since 1998 and continue to 
cause as many as 45,000 deaths each month; 

Whereas sexual violence and rape remain а 
pervasive tool of warfare used by all parties 
in eastern Congo to terrorize communities, 
affecting hundreds of thousands of women 
and girls and frequently resulting in trau- 
matic fistula and other severe genital inju- 
ries; 

Whereas the continued plunder and trade 
of eastern Congo's rich mineral base, notably 
cassiterite, coltan, and gold, by armed 
groups and members of the national military 
make war profitable and undermine peace ef- 
forts; 
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Whereas the Governments of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda signed 
the Nairobi Communiqué in November 2007, 
committing to work together to address the 
continued activity of the Democratic Forces 
for the Liberation of Rwanda and other 
armed groups operating in their shared bor- 
der region; 

Whereas, on January 23, 2008, with the ac- 
tive support of the international community, 
the Government of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, and 22 armed groups in the eastern 
region signed the Goma accord, committing 
to an immediate ceasefire and buffer zones 
for troop disengagement and ultimately dis- 
armament; 

Whereas these agreements together pro- 
vided the first working framework in years 
for peace and lasting stability in eastern 
Congo, but a continued culture of impunity 
and suspicion has impeded their implementa- 
tion; 

Whereas the United Nations reported more 
than 200 violations of these agreements be- 
tween January and July of 2008, as well as 
2,000 cases of rape and hundreds of people 
killed; 

Whereas hate speech inciting ethnic vio- 
lence by local and national leaders in Congo 
continued during this period, feeding the 
concerns and perceived insecurity of minor- 
ity Tutsi communities; 

Whereas, since August 28, 2008, fighting has 
resumed in North Kivu Province between the 
national military and the forces of General 
Laurent Nkunda, known as the National 
Congress for the Defense of the People, the 
latter of which has taken control of several 
government military bases and major towns 
around the city of Goma; 

Whereas, according to Human Rights 
Watch, an estimated 250,000 people have been 
forced to flee their homes as a result of this 
renewed fighting in eastern Congo, often 
without access to shelter, water, food, and 
medicine, and adding to the over 1,000,000 
people already displaced from North and 
South Kivu; 

Whereas the United Nations Mission in 
Congo, known by its French acronym 
MONUOC, has proven unable to protect civil- 
ians in light of this new offensive by General 
Nkunda's forces, causing resentment and 
protests by local communities; 

Whereas allegations of troops from Angola, 
Rwanda, and Zimbabwe crossing into eastern 
Congo have strained existing regional ten- 
Sions and increased fears of a wider war that 
could draw other countries from the region 
into the fighting, as happened in 1998; 

Whereas the United Nations' Special Rep- 
resentative of the Secretary-General for the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Alan Doss, 
and United Nations Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon have called for more troops and bet- 
ter capabilities for MONUC to stop the rebel 
offensive and protect civilians; 

Whereas United Nations Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon traveled to Nairobi, Kenya, on 
November 7, 2008, and convened a summit of 
regional leaders, including the heads of state 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Rwanda, which led to a joint statement call- 
ing for an immediate ceasefire and the cre- 
ation of humanitarian corridors; and 

Whereas, in 2006, Congress passed the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo Relief, Se- 
curity, and Democracy Promotion Act of 
2006, which was signed into law by President 
George W. Bush on December 22, 2006 (Public 
Law 109-456), stating that it is the policy of 
the United States to work for peace and se- 
curity throughout the Democratic Republic 
of Congo by supporting efforts to protect ci- 
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vilians, to disarm illegal armed groups, and 
to hold accountable individuals, entities, and 
countries working to destabilize the country: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) condemns the continuing violence, forc- 
ible recruitment of children as soldiers, and 
abuses against civilians in eastern Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo; 

(2) calls on the national military in Congo, 
the National Congress for the Defense of the 
People, and all armed groups operating in 
eastern Congo to cease hostilities, end all 
human rights abuses, and respect an imme- 
diate ceasefire based on the principles of the 
Goma agreement; 

(3) ealls on the Government of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo to meet its obliga- 
tions under the Lusaka Agreement of 1999, 
the Pretoria Agreement of 2002, and the 
Nairobi Communiqué of 2007 to take action 
to end the threat posed by the Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda; 

(4) calls on the Governments of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda— 

(A) to fully restore bilateral relations; 

(B) to work together to mitigate escalating 
tensions in the region; and 

(C) to break any ties that still exist be- 
tween them and illegal armed groups in east- 
ern Congo; 

(5) calls on all governments in the Great 
Lakes region of Africa and those of the 
Southern African Development Community 
to support а peaceful resolution to the crisis 
while ensuring that the volatile situation 
does not spark a wider regional war; 

(6) supports the efforts of the United Na- 
tions Secretary-General, his newly appointed 
United Nations Special Envoy, former Presi- 
dent of Nigeria Olusegun Obasanjo, and the 
international facilitation team to bring all 
parties to the negotiating table and establish 
& clear roadmap to implement the signed 
peace agreements; 

(7) encourages the international commu- 
nity to take immediate measures to enhance 
the effectiveness of the United Nations Mis- 
sion in Congo to protect civilians, specifi- 
cally through increased troops and addi- 
tional capabilities as requested by the Sec- 
retary-General; 

(8) urges the President to sustain high- 
level diplomatic engagement together with 
the African Union, the European Union, and 
the United Nations to avert a wider regional 
war and revive a comprehensive peace proc- 
ess in eastern Congo; 

(9) urges the United States and the inter- 
national community to develop and support 
monitoring and verification mechanisms 
that can hold the parties in Congo account- 
able to the signed peace agreements, inves- 
tigate alleged ceasefire violations, and ulti- 
mately challenge the continued culture of 
impunity in Congo; and 

(10) urges the President and the inter- 
national community to adopt measures to 
help the regional governments to identify 
and ultimately address the factors under- 
lying the conflict in eastern Congo, espe- 
cially weak governance and the exploitation 
of the region’s lucrative minerals. 


EE 


SENATE RESOLUTION  714—HON- 
ORING THE FIREFIGHTERS AND 
EMERGENCY WORKERS WHO 
COURAGEOUSLY FOUGHT FIRES 
IN CALIFORNIA IN 2008 


Mrs. BOXER (for herself and Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN) submitted the following res- 


November 20, 2008 


olution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 
S. RES. 714 


Whereas, in 2008, there have been more 
than 10,000 wildfires in California started by 
natural causes and human activity; 

Whereas more than 1,440,000 acres of Fed- 
eral, State, and local land in California 
burned in 2008; 

Whereas, in June 2008, fires started by 
lightning strikes burned approximately 
1,200,000 acres of Federal, State, and local 
land in California, making the June fires the 
largest single wildfire event in California's 
recorded history; 

Whereas 41 counties across California were 
impacted by wildfires in 2008; 

Whereas more than 1,400 homes were de- 
stroyed by fires in California in 2008; 

Whereas State and local firefighters have 
been called to duty for increasingly long fire 
seasons, working on the front lines of these 
fires for weeks; 

Whereas firefighters have risked their lives 
and endured great hardship to protect lives, 
property, and the environment in California; 

Whereas many firefighters were injured 
and 14 firefighters tragically lost their lives 
in California in 2008; 

Whereas 25,000 firefighters and emergency 
response personnel from California, 41 other 
States, and other nations worked side-by- 
side to fight the wildfires; 

Whereas members of the National Guard 
from California and other States provided es- 
sential support to the firefighting effort; and 

Whereas the people of California and the 
United States recognize the steadfast dedica- 
tion of the firefighters throughout the ongo- 
ing fire suppression and subsequent repair 
and rebuilding efforts: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) commends the firefighters and emer- 
gency workers from California, 41 other 
States, and other nations for their coura- 
geous actions and sacrifices in fighting 
wildfires in California; 

(2) supports the continued work of fire- 
fighters to protect National Forest System 
land, other public lands, and private prop- 
erty from further damage; 

(3) praises the people of California for their 
great courage in the face of the fires; and 

(4) extends heartfelt sympathy to the peo- 
ple who have lost loved ones, homes, and 
businesses in the wildfires. 


— 


SENATE RESOLUTION 715—EX- 
TENDING THE AUTHORITY FOR 
THE SENATE NATIONAL SECU- 
RITY WORKING GROUP 


Mr. REID submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 715 


Resolved, 'That Senate Resolution 105 of the 
One Hundred First Congress, 1st session 
(agreed to on April 18, 1989), as amended by 
Senate Resolution 149 of the One Hundred 
Third Congress, 1st session (agreed to on Oc- 
tober 5, 1993), as further amended by Senate 
Resolution 75 of the One Hundred Sixth Con- 
gress, lst session (agreed to on March 25, 
1999), as further amended by Senate Resolu- 
tion 383 of the One Hundred Sixth Congress, 
2d session (agreed to on October 27, 2000), as 
further amended by Senate Resolution 855 of 
the One Hundred Seventh Congress, 2d ses- 
sion (agreed to on November 18, 2002), as fur- 
ther amended by Senate Resolution 480 of 
the One Hundred Eighth Congress, 2d session 


November 20, 2008 


(agreed to November 20, 2004), and as further 
amended by Senate Resolution 625 of the One 
Hundred Ninth Congress, 2d Session (agreed 
to on December 6, 2006), is further amended 
in section 4 by striking ‘‘2008’’ and inserting 
“2010”. 


EE 
SENATE RESOLUTION 716—AC- 
KNOWLEDGING THE ACCOM- 


PLISHMENTS AND GOALS OF 
THE YOUTH IMPACT PROGRAM 


Mr. VITTER submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 


S. REs. 716 


Whereas many at-risk young men in the 
inner cities of the United States face a chal- 
lenging and uncertain future; 

Whereas the future success of at-risk 
young men can be greatly enhanced through 
sustained mentorship; 

Whereas effective working partnerships be- 
tween and within the public and private sec- 
tors can have a lasting and positive impact 
on the future of at-risk young men; 

Whereas participation in organized sports 
has provided a creative and disciplined out- 
let and a path to a better life for many at- 
risk young men; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program com- 
bines the disciplines of football, mentoring, 
and academics in partnerships between local 
National Football League franchises and uni- 
versities to promote discipline, learning, and 
positive values; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program is a 
community-based program that has proven 
its value over the past 2 years in raising the 
outlook and aspirations of at-risk young 
men and has provided at-risk young men 
greater exposure to academics, core values, 
and life skills; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program pro- 
vides year-round mentoring to its partici- 
pants, a proven formula for building success; 

Whereas the National Football League, the 
National Football League Players Associa- 
tion, the University of Southern California, 
and Tulane University have provided critical 
support to the Youth Impact Program; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program will be 
expanded to 3 additional cities in partnership 
with local National Football League fran- 
chises and universities; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program seeks 
to establish a presence in each city with a 
local National Football League franchise; 
and 

Whereas under the vision and leadership of 
Mr. Riki Ellison, the founder of the Youth 
Impact Program, a 10-year veteran of the Na- 
tional Football League, a 3-time Super Bowl 
champion, and a University of Southern 
California alumnus, the Youth Impact Pro- 
gram has expanded from a regional program 
to a program with a growing national pres- 
ence: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) congratulates Mr. Riki Ellison for his 
leadership and vision in founding the Youth 
Impact Program; 

(2) recognizes the ongoing and significant 
contributions of the National Football 
League, the University of Southern Cali- 
fornia, and Tulane University to the Youth 
Impact Program; and 

(3) encourages the expansion of the Youth 
Impact Program to inner cities across the 
United States. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 1717—DESIG- 
NATING DECEMBER 18, 2008, AS 
“WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
DAY" 


Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
SNOWE) submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the 
Comittee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 717 


Whereas, more than 15 years ago, the 
Worcester Wreath Company, a for-profit 
business in Harrington, Maine, began a tradi- 
tion of donating, transporting, and over- 
seeing the placement of Maine balsam fir 
holiday wreaths on the graves of the fallen 
heroes at Arlington National Cemetery each 
December; 

Whereas, since the Worcester Wreath Com- 
pany began that tradition, through the hard 
work and generosity of the people involved 
in the Wreaths Across America project, hun- 
dreds of thousands of wreaths have been sent 
to more than 200 national cemeteries and 
veterans' memorials in all 50 states; 

Whereas, in December 2008, the Patriot 
Guard Riders, а motorcycle and motor vehi- 
cle group dedicated to patriotic events, with 
more than 65,000 members nationally, will 
continue their tradition of escorting a trac- 
tor-trailer full of donated wreaths from Har- 
rington, Maine to Arlington National Ceme- 
tery; 

Whereas hundreds of volunteers participate 
in the escort each December; 

Whereas Morrill Worcester, President of 
Worcester Wreath Company, has been nomi- 
nated for, and received, several awards for 
his humble service and exemplary patriotism 
to our Nation through this project; and 

Whereas Wreaths Across America will con- 
tinue this proud legacy on December 18, 2008: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates December 13, 
“Wreaths Across America Day”; 

(2) honors Wreaths Across America, the 
Worcester Wreath Company, Morrill Worces- 
ter, the Patriot Guard Riders, and all other 
companies and individuals involved in this 
worthy legacy; and 

(8) recognizes the sacrifices our veterans 
and service members and their families have 
made, and continue to make, for our great 
Nation. 


2008, as 


— EEE 


SENATE RESOLUTION 1718—DESIG- 
NATING NOVEMBER 30, 2008, AS 
“DRIVE SAFER SUNDAY” 


Ms. CHAMBLISS (for himself, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, and Mr. ISAKSON) submitted 
the following resolution; which was re- 
ferred to the Comittee on the Judici- 
ary: 

S. RES. 718 


Whereas motor vehicle travel is the pri- 
mary means of transportation in the United 
States; 

Whereas everyone driving on the roads and 
highways needs to do so more safely to re- 
duce deaths and injuries resulting from 
motor vehicle accidents; 

Whereas, according to the National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration, wearing 
a seat belt saved 15,434 lives in 2004, 15,632 
lives in 2005, and 15,383 lives in 2006; 

Whereas Secretary of Transportation Mary 
Peters has urged all people of the United 
States to understand the life-saving impor- 
tance of wearing a seat belt and has encour- 
aged motorists to drive safely, not just dur- 


24359 


ing the holiday season, but each time they 
get behind the wheel; and 

Whereas the Sunday after Thanksgiving is 
the busiest highway traffic day of the year: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) encourages— 

(A) high schools, colleges, universities, ad- 
ministrators, teachers, primary schools, and 
secondary schools to launch campus-wide 
educational campaigns to urge students to 
drive safely; 

(B) national trucking firms to alert truck 
drivers to focus on driving safely on the Sun- 
day after Thanksgiving, and to publicize the 
importance of the day using Citizen's Band 
(*CB") radios and truck stops across the 
United States; 

(C) clergy to remind members to travel 
safely en route to religious services and 
gatherings; 

(D) law enforcement personnel to remind 
drivers and passengers to drive safely on the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving; and 

(E) all people of the United States to use 
the Sunday after Thanksgiving as an oppor- 
tunity to educate themselves about highway 
safety; and 

(2) designates November 30, 2008, as ‘‘Drive 
Safer Sunday". 


EEE 


SENATE RESOLUTION 719—RECOG- 
NIZING NATIONAL AMERICAN IN- 
DIAN AND ALASKA NATIVE HER- 
ITAGE MONTH AND CELE- 
BRATING THE HERITAGE AND 
CULTURE OF AMERICAN INDIANS 
AND ALASKA NATIVES AND THE 
CONTRIBUTIONS OF AMERICAN 
INDIANS AND ALASKA NATIVES 
TO THE UNITED STATES 


Mr. DORGAN (for himself, Ms. MUR- 
KOWSKI, Mrs. BOXER, Mrs. CLINTON, Mr. 
SCHUMER, Mr. SALAZAR, Mr. FEINGOLD, 
Mr. TESTER, Mr. DOMENICI, Mr. MCCAIN, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BAUCUS, Ms. CANT- 
WELL, Mr. NELSON of Nebraska, Mrs. 
FEINSTEIN, Mr. BAYH, Mr. THUNE, Mr. 
BINGAMAN, Mr. CONRAD, and Mr. JOHN- 
SON) submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs: 

S. RES. 719 


Whereas from November 1, 2008, through 
November 30, 2008, the United States cele- 
brates National American Indian and Alaska 
Native Heritage Month; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives are descendants of the original, indige- 
nous inhabitants of what is now the United 
States; 

Whereas, in 2000, the United States Census 
Bureau reported that there were more than 
4,000,000 people in the United States of Amer- 
ican Indian and Alaska Native descent; 

Whereas, on December 2, 1989, the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs of the Senate held a 
hearing exploring the contributions of the Ir- 
oquois Confederacy, and its influence on the 
Founding Fathers in the drafting of the Con- 
stitution of the United States with the con- 
cepts of freedom of speech, the separation of 
governmental powers, and checks and bal- 
ances among the branches of government; 

Whereas the Senate has reaffirmed that a 
major national goal of the United States is 
to provide the resources, processes, and 
Structure that will enable Indian Tribes and 
tribal members to obtain the quantity and 
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quality of health care services and opportu- 
nities that will eliminate the health dispari- 
ties between American Indians and the gen- 
eral population of the United States; 

Whereas Congress recently reaffirmed its 
trust responsibility to improve the housing 
conditions and socioeconomic status of 
American Indians and Alaska Natives by 
providing affordable homes in a safe and 
healthy environment; 

Whereas, throughout its course of dealing 
with Indian Tribes, the United States Gov- 
ernment has engaged in a government-to- 
government relationship with Tribes; 

Whereas the United States Government 
owes a trust obligation to Tribes, acknowl- 
edged in treaties, statutes, and decisions of 
the Supreme Court, to protect the interests 
and welfare of tribal governments and their 
members; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives have consistently served with honor 
and distinction in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, some as early as the Revolu- 
tionary War, and continue to serve in the 
Armed Forces in greater numbers per capita 
than any other group in the United States; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives speak and preserve indigenous lan- 
guages and have contributed hundreds of 
words to the English language, including the 
names of people and locations in the United 
States; 

Whereas Congress has recognized Native 
American code talkers who served with 
honor and distinction in World War I and 
World War II, using indigenous languages as 
an unbreakable military code, saving count- 
less American lives; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives are deeply rooted in tradition and cul- 
ture, which drives their strength of commu- 
nity; and 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives of all ages celebrate the great achieve- 
ments of their ancestors and heroes and con- 
tinue to share their stories with future gen- 
erations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) recognizes the celebration of National 
American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage 
Month during the month of November 2008; 

(2) honors the heritage and culture of 
American Indians and Alaska Natives and 
the contributions of American Indians and 
Alaska Natives to the United States; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National American Indian and Alas- 
ka Native Heritage Month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, on Oc- 
tober 30, 2008, President Bush issued a 
proclamation designating November 
2008 as National American Indian and 
Alaska Native Heritage Month. The 
President follows a tradition of Presi- 
dents since 1990 of issuing proclama- 
tions making November the month for 
recognizing the significant contribu- 
tions of tribal governments and indi- 
vidual Native Americans to our Na- 
tion’s history and development. 

Congress also has traditionally rec- 
ognized the contributions of Native 
Americans to the United States in the 
form of resolutions, findings, coins and 
medals. The resolution, which I am 
sending to the desk to ask for its im- 
mediate consideration, continues in 
that tradition. 

This resolution recognizes some of 
the many contributions that Native 
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Americans have made to help build our 
great Nation as well as the continued 
contributions of Native Americans to 
the growth of the United States. From 
contributions to the United States and 
the world in the fields of agriculture, 
medicine, music, language, and art to 
influencing the founding documents of 
our Federal Government to the use of 
native languages to develop an un- 
breakable military code that helped de- 
feat the Axis powers in World War II, 
Indian Tribes and individual Native 
Americans have shaped our Nation’s 
history in remarkable ways. 

Through this resolution, we celebrate 
these and many other contributions of 
tribal governments and Native Ameri- 
cans during the month of November. I 
urge all citizens, and local, State, trib- 
al and Federal Governments and agen- 
cies to take time this month to learn 
more about the many facets of Native 
American history, traditions, and their 
important contributions to the forma- 
tion of the United States. 

This year, the United States Senate 
and the Congress as a whole acted on 
two important pieces of legislation 
that seek to meet our Nation’s legal, 
treaty and trust obligations to pro- 
mote health care and housing for the 
residents of Indian Country. 

S. 1200, the Indian Health Care Im- 
provement Act of 2008, passed the Sen- 
ate in February of this year with a 
margin of 83-10. As Chairman of the 
Committee on Indian Affairs, this leg- 
islation has been the priority for the 
Committee in the 110th Congress. The 
Indian health care act was last author- 
ized in 1992, and this bill would help 
bring Indian health care into to 21st 
century. I am proud to report that we 
were able to pass this legislation out of 
the Senate for the first time in almost 
а decade. A number of Senators were 
instrumental moving this legislation 
forward in the Senate. Unfortunately, 
our work was not completed. The 
House was unable to pass the legisla- 
tion and it remains unauthorized as 
the health care needs of Native Ameri- 
cans remain sorely under-funded and 
Services remain outdated. Indian 
health care will continue to remain a 
priority for the committee and every 
effort will be made to reauthorize this 
legislation as soon as possible. 

In addition to the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act, the Senate approved 
a $1 billion authorization for additional 
funding for the Indian Health Service 
as a part of the Senate Budget Resolu- 
tion. Congress also passed a $250 mil- 
lion authorization for Indian health 
care through an amendment to the 
Tom Lantos and Henry J. Hyde United 
States Global Leadership Against HIV/ 
AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria Reau- 
thorization Act of 2008. 

In September of this year, Congress 
succeeded in enacting the Native 
American Housing and Self-Determina- 
tion Assistance Reauthorization Act of 
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2008. This bill makes long needed im- 
provements to Native housing pro- 
grams, and authorizes the flexible use 
of funding to strengthen Native com- 
munities through economic and com- 
munity development. 

While health care and housing are 
critically important to Indian Country 
and represent significant steps forward 
in fulfilling the trust obligation be- 
tween Congress and the First Ameri- 
cans, it is important to acknowledge 
several other achievements in the 110th 
Congress. 

Congress passed into law the Code 
Talkers Recognition Act of 2008 which 
provides well-deserved Congressional 
gold medals to each tribe that had 
members who were Code Talkers in any 
foreign conflict. Each next of kin to 
the valiant Code Talker who served 
their country will receive a silver du- 
plicate. 

The Higher Education Reauthoriza- 
tion Act was passed into law, which re- 
authorized the Tribally Controlled Col- 
leges and Universities Assistance Act, 
increasing the amount of money per 
student in tribal colleges and univer- 
sities. A study has been requested of 
the General Accountability Office 
which will allow for an evaluation of 
public schools on Indian lands to assist 
Congress in meeting its obligations to 
Indian education. 

Congress also passed the Fostering 
Connections to Success and Increasing 
Adoptions Act allowing Tribes for the 
first time to directly administer foster 
care and adoption programs offered by 
the Federal government, allowing 
tribes to continue strengthening their 
communities by ensuring safe and car- 
ing homes for their Native children. 

Congress passed the Native American 
$1 Coin Act, which recognizes the con- 
tributions of Native Americans to the 
development of the United States 
through an annually changing image 
on the reverse of the Sakakawea $1 
coin that is now in circulation. 

Congress also passed into law a joint 
resolution designating November 28, 
2008 as Native American Heritage Day, 
honoring the contributions and 
achievements of our First Americans. 

The Treaty of Fort Laramie and 
other treaties acknowledged the spe- 
cific obligations that the United States 
owes to the Tribes located in my State 
of North Dakota. Much has been done 
this Congress to begin to fulfill this 
legal responsibility and the more gen- 
eral trust responsibility that Congress 
owes to all Indian Tribes. 

However, as is evident with Congress’ 
failure to pass the Indian Health Care 
Improvement Act of 2008, much still re- 
mains to be done. The resolution before 
the Senate today would simply honor 
the hard work, traditions, culture, and 
contribution of the First Americans. 

I ask that this resolution be adopted 
quickly and that it act as an encour- 
agement to all people of the United 


November 20, 2008 


States to observe the month of Novem- 
ber as National American Indian and 
Alaska Native Heritage Month. 


Өө 
SENATE RESOLUTION  720—SUP- 
PORTING THE GOALS AND 


IDEALS OF PANCREATIC CANCER 
AWARENESS MONTH 


Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mr. 
CASEY, and Mr. SPECTER) submitted the 
following resolution, which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions: 


S. RES. 720 


Whereas approximately 37,680 people will 
be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer this 
year in the United States; 

Whereas pancreatic cancer is the 4th most 
common cause of cancer death in the United 
States; 

Whereas Randolph (‘‘Randy’’) Frederick 
Pausch, who was diagnosed with pancreatic 
cancer in 2006, delivered his ‘‘Last Lecture" 
on September 18, 2007, which gave a voice to 
victims of pancreatic cancer, and inspired 
people to live life to the fullest; 

Whereas the lecture by and advocacy of 
Randy Pausch have brought, and will con- 
tinue to bring, renewed advocacy and com- 
mitment to the field of pancreatic cancer re- 
search and treatment; 

Whereas the lecture by and advocacy of 
Randy Pausch have touched countless people 
throughout the United States and the world 
and encouraged them to change their lives 
for the better; 

Whereas 75 percent of pancreatic cancer 
patients die within the first year of their di- 
agnosis and only 5 percent survive more than 
5 years, making pancreatic cancer the dead- 
liest of any cancer; 

Whereas there has been no significant im- 
provement in survival rates in the last 30 
years and pancreatic cancer research is still 
in the earliest scientific stages; 

Whereas there are no early detection meth- 
ods and minimal treatment options for pan- 
creatic cancer; 

Whereas when symptoms of pancreatic 
cancer present themselves, it is generally 
too late for an optimistic prognosis, and the 
average survival rate of those diagnosed with 
metastasis of the disease is only 3 to 6 
months; 

Whereas the incidence rate of pancreatic 
cancer is 40 to 50 percent higher in African 
Americans than in other ethnic groups; and 

Whereas it would be appropriate to observe 
November as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month to educate communities across the 
Nation about pancreatic cancer and the need 
for research funding, early detection meth- 
ods, effective treatments, and treatment pro- 
grams: Now, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Senate supports the 


goals and ideals of Pancreatic Cancer Aware- 
ness Month. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLU- 
TION 106—COMMENDING THE 
GOVERNMENT OF SWITZERLAND 
FOR ONGOING ASSISTANCE IN 
THE CASE OF ROBERT 
LEVINSON, URING THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF THE ISLAMIC REPUB- 
LIC OF IRAN TO INTENSIFY CO- 
OPERATION WITH THE GOVERN- 
MENT OF SWITZERLAND AND 
THE FEDERAL BUREAU OF IN- 
VESTIGATION ON THE CASE OF 
ROBERT  LEVINSON, AND  EX- 
PRESSING SYMPATHY TO THE 
FAMILY OF ROBERT LEVINSON 


Mr. NELSON of Florida submitted 
the following concurrent resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on Foreign Relations: 

S. Con. RES. 106 


Whereas United States citizen Robert 
Levinson is a retired agent of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, a resident of Flor- 
ida, the husband of Christine Levinson, and 
father of their 7 children; 

Whereas Robert Levinson traveled from 
Dubai to Kish Island, Iran, on March 8, 2007; 

Whereas, after traveling to Kish Island and 
checking into the Hotel Maryam, he dis- 
appeared on March 9, 2007; 

Whereas neither his family nor the United 
States Government has received further in- 
formation on his fate or whereabouts; 

Whereas March 9, 2009, marks the second 
anniversary of the disappearance of Robert 
Levinson; 

Whereas the Government of Switzerland, 
which has served as Protecting Power for the 
United States in the Islamic Republic of Iran 
in the absence of diplomatic relations be- 
tween the United States Government and the 
Government of Iran since 1980, has continu- 
ously pressed the Government of Iran on the 
case of Robert Levinson and lent vital assist- 
ance and support to the Levinson family dur- 
ing their December 2007 visit to Iran; 

Whereas officials of the Government of 
Iran promised their continued assistance to 
the relatives of Robert Levinson during the 
visit of the family to the Islamic Republic of 
Iran in December 2007; and 

Whereas the President of the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, stat- 
ed during an interview with NBC News 
broadcast on July 28, 2008, that officials of 
the Government of Iran were willing to co- 
operate with the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation in the search for Robert Levinson: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep- 
resentatives concurring), That Congress— 

(1) commends the Embassy of Switzerland 
in Tehran and the Government of Switzer- 
land for the ongoing assistance to the United 
States Government and to the family of Rob- 
ert Levinson, particularly during the visit by 
Christine Levinson and other relatives to 
Iran in December 2007; 

(2) expresses appreciation for efforts by 
Iranian officials to ensure the safety of the 
family of Robert Levinson during their De- 
cember 2007 visit to Iran, as well as for the 
promise of continued assistance; 

(3) urges the Government of Iran, as а hu- 
manitarian gesture, to intensify its coopera- 
tion on the case of Robert Levinson with the 
Embassy of Switzerland in Tehran and to 
Share the results of its investigation into the 
disappearance of Robert Levinson with the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation; 

(4) urges the President and the allies of the 
United States to engage with officials of the 
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Government of Iran to raise the case of Rob- 
ert Levinson at every opportunity, notwith- 
standing other serious disagreements the 
United States Government has had with the 
Government of Iran on а broad array of 
issues, including human rights, the nuclear 
program of Iran, the Middle East peace proc- 
ess, regional stability, and international ter- 
rorism; and 

(5) expresses sympathy to the family of 
Robert Levinson during this trying period. 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I am introducing a resolution in 
the Senate that touches on one of the 
tragic cases of a Floridian, Bob 
Levinson, who has been missing in Iran 
since he visited Kish Island off the 
coast of Iran in the Persian Gulf in 
early 2007. I have spoken on this issue 
ad infinitum before to call the atten- 
tion of the Congress to the plight of 
Mr. Levinson as well as to the difficul- 
ties that are faced by his wife Christine 
and their seven children. 

Bob Levinson, а businessman and a 
former FBI agent, vanished after 
checking out of his hotel on the resort 
island of Kish on March 9, 2007. It is no 
doubt the wish of everyone who knows 
this man that Bob Levinson be re- 
united with his loved ones. It has been 
very difficult to get information out of 
the Government of Iran. The State De- 
partment has delivered a number of re- 
quests for information and cooperation 
to the Iranian Government through our 
diplomatic intermediary, which is the 
Government of Switzerland. Unfortu- 
nately, Iran continues to claim it has 


no information on the fate of Bob 
Levinson. 
Mrs. Levinson and her eldest son, 


Daniel, and her sister, Ms. Halpin, 
traveled to Tehran and Kish Island in 
December of last year in the hopes of 
finding information about Bob 
Levinson’s disappearance. The Iranian 
authorities, to their credit, extended 
courtesies to her and they promised 
her at the time they would help in the 
case, but those promises have not been 
fulfilled. 

This resolution I am introducing 
urges Iranian officials to fulfill their 
promises of assistance to the 
Levinsons. It calls for Iranian inves- 
tigators to meet with the FBI to dis- 
cuss the Levinson case. It calls for the 
U.S. Government and our allies to 
press Iran on this case at every oppor- 
tunity and at every level—something I 
think the U.S. Government is begin- 
ning to do. Also, this resolution thanks 
the Swiss for their continued assist- 
ance in the case. It furthermore ex- 
presses appreciation for the efforts of 
Iranian officials who have ensured the 
safety of the family during their visit 
of December of last year. This resolu- 
tion also expresses sympathy to the 
Levinson family during this trying pe- 
riod. This is a wife and seven children 
of a missing former FBI agent in the 
country of Iran, missing now since the 
early part of 2007. 

In this year, on July 28, the President 
of Iran stated during an interview with 
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NBC that Iranian officials were willing 
to cooperate with the FBI on this case. 
Why is the FBI involved? The FBI is in- 
volved because he is а former FBI 
agent. This resolution calls upon the 
Tehran government to make this meet- 
ing happen as soon as possible to dis- 
cuss the evidence the Iranians have un- 
covered about Mr. Levinson's dis- 
appearance. 

Now, I wish to underscore that be- 
cause on July 28 of this year the Presi- 
dent of Iran stated in an NBC interview 
that Iranian officials were willing to 
cooperate with the FBI on this case. 
They have not. 

I wish to be blunt. We obviously have 
Serious disagreements with Iran on its 
nuclear program and а whole range of 
other issues. I haven't hesitated over 
the years, as a member of the Senate 
Armed Services Committee, the Senate 
Intelligence Committee, and the Sen- 
ate Foreign Relations Committee, to 
express my opposition to а number of 
Tehran’s policies—and I will continue 
to press for change in Iran's positions 
and activities—but I am calling on the 
Government of Iran out of human com- 
passion and humanitarian assistance to 
а, family of a wife and seven children to 
come forth and cooperate in trying to 
find and get evidence of the where- 
abouts of Bob Levinson. 

We want to see an Iran where individ- 
uals are respected, not locked up in 
Evin Prison—we want to see an Iran 
that is respected—for signing a peti- 
tion calling for women’s rights. We 
want to see an Iran that champions the 
Middle East peace process rather than 
supporting terrorist groups such as 
Hamas and Hezbollah. We want to see 
an Iran whose leaders do not make des- 
picable threats to ‘‘wipe Israel off the 
map." 

We clearly have our differences with 
Iran, and those differences, especially 
under a new administration, can start 
to be bridged with Iran stepping forth 
with discussions regarding the safe re- 
turn of an American citizen whose fam- 
ily desperately wishes to be reunited 
with him, that American citizen being 
former FBI agent Bob Levinson. 

So this resolution calls upon the U.S. 
Government and our friends and allies 
to engage with Iranian officials to raise 
Mr. Levinson's case at every oppor- 
tunity and at every level. I understand 
many of our allies already have raised 
Mr. Levinson's case on our behalf, and 
I wish to encourage them to continue 
to do so. This Senator has done it as 
well, both publicly and privately, and I 
will continue to do so. 

The resolution I have filed addition- 
ally commends the Swiss for their on- 
going assistance to the U.S. Govern- 
ment and to the family of the 
Levinsons. The assistance of the Swiss 
Ambassador and his staff at the Amer- 
ican Interests Section in Tehran was 
essential during Mrs. Levinson’s visits 
in the past, and will be, I think, to her 
visits in the future. 
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I wish to express—the word ‘‘sym- 
pathy" does not conjure up what I am 
trying to express to Christine Levinson 
and to her family. No one should have 
to experience what they have been 
through. I have met with her on à num- 
ber of occasions. She is à loving moth- 
er. She is clearly an eloquent advocate. 
She is а tough fighter on behalf of her 
husband. She is relentless. She is not 
going to give up, nor should she. I deem 
it à great privilege that I may in some 
little way try to assist her and her 
family. 

I want to bring more of our col- 
leagues into this issue of trying to find 
Bob Levinson in Iran and get the 
world's attention focused on this miss- 
ing American. I am going to ask Mrs. 
Levinson to come back in January 
when we reconvene, and I want some of 
our colleagues to meet her. 

Remember, Senators, that as rep- 
resentatives of the American people, 
that means we have to help individual 
American citizens in distress. This is 
clearly à family who is in distress. We 
cannot—and I believe I can speak for 
the Senate—we are not going to forget 
Bob Levinson and his family. 


Í eE 
AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 
SA 5696. Mr. MARTINEZ submitted an 


amendment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 6867, to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation; 
which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 5697. Mr. DODD (for himself and Mr. 
MARTINEZ) submitted an amendment in- 
tended to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 
6867, supra; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 5698. Mr. DORGAN (for Mr. ROCKE- 
FELLER (for himself, Mrs. HUTCHISON, and Mr. 
DORGAN)) proposed an amendment to the bill 
S. 3663, to require the Federal Communica- 
tions Commission to provide for a short-term 
extension of the analog television broad- 
casting authority so that essential public 
safety announcements and digital television 
transition information may be provided for а 
Short time during the transition to digital 
television broadcasting. 


EEE 


TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 


SA 5696. Mr. MARTINEZ submitted 
an amendment intended to be proposed 
by him to the bill H.R. 6867, to provide 
for additional emergency unemploy- 
ment compensation; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol- 
lowing: 

SEC. . TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF LOAN 
LIMIT INCREASE. 

(a) FANNIE MAE AND FREDDIE MAC.—Sec- 
tion 201(a) of the Economic Stimulus Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110-185, 122 Stat. 619) is 
amended by striking ‘‘December 31, 2008" and 
inserting ‘‘December 31, 2009”. 

(b) FHA LOANS.—Section 202(a) of the Eco- 
nomic Stimulus Act of 2008 (Public Law 110- 
185, 122 Stat. 620) is amended by striking 
“December 31, 2008" and inserting ‘‘Decem- 
ber 31, 2009”. 
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SA 5697. Mr. DODD (for himself and 
Mr. MARTINEZ) submitted an amend- 
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 6867, to provide for ad- 
ditional emergency unemployment 
compensation; which was ordered to lie 
on the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol- 
lowing: 

SEC. | . MANDATORY LOAN GUARANTEES AND 
CREDIT ENHANCEMENT EFFORTS. 

Section 109(a) of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of Public 
Law 110-843) is amended— 

(1) by striking the last sentence; 

(2) by striking ‘‘To the extent” and insert- 
ing the following: 

(1) IN GENERAL.—To the extent”; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

(2) LOAN GUARANTEES AND CREDIT EN- 
HANCEMENTS REQUIRED.— 

*"(A) IN GENERAL.—In addition to actions 
required under paragraph (1), the Secretary 
shall, not later than 15 days after the date of 
enactment of this paragraph, designate the 
Corporation, on a reimbursable basis, to de- 
sign and carry out а plan to use loan guaran- 
tees or credit enhancements to facilitate 
loan modifications to prevent avoidable fore- 
closures. 

“(В) AGGREGATE AMOUNTS.—The Secretary 
shall make and fund guarantees and credit 
enhancements developed under this para- 
graph in amounts of— 

(1) $10,000,000,000 in aggregate estimated 
subsidy costs, and amounts specified under 
paragraph (2) of section 115(a) shall be re- 
duced by the subsidy cost of any guarantees 
or credit enhancements funded by the Sec- 
retary under this clause; and 

“(11) an additional $15,000,000,000, in aggre- 
gate estimated subsidy costs, and amounts 
Specified under paragraph (3) of section 115(a) 
shall be reduced by the subsidy cost of any 
guarantees or credit enhancements funded 
by the Secretary under this clause. 

*(C) CONTRACTING AUTHORITY.—In carrying 
out this paragraph, the Corporation may use 
its contracting authority under section 9 of 
the Federal Deposit Insurance Act.’’. 


SA 5698. Mr. DORGAN (for Mr. 
ROCKEFELLER (for himself, Mrs. 
HUTCHISON, and Mr. DORGAN)) proposed 
an amendment to the bill S. 3663, to re- 
quire the Federal Communications 
Commission to provide for а short-term 
extension of the analog television 
broadcasting authority so that essen- 
tial public safety announcements and 
digital television transition informa- 
tion may be provided for а short time 
during the transition to digital tele- 
vision broadcasting.; as follows: 

Strike out all after the enacting clause and 
insert the following: 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Short-term 
Analog Flash and Emergency Readiness 
Act". 

SEC. 2. COMMISSION ACTION REQUIRED. 

(а) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission shall, not later 
than January 15, 2009, develop and imple- 
ment а program to encourage and permit, to 
the extent technically feasible and subject to 
Such limitations as the Commission finds to 
be consistent with the public interest and 
the requirements of this Act, the broad- 
casting in the analog television service of 
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only the public safety information and dig- 
ital transition information specified in sub- 
section (b) during the 30-day period begin- 
ning on the day after the date established by 
law under section 3002(b) of the Digital Tele- 
vision Transition and Public Safety Act of 
2005 for termination of all licenses for full- 
power television stations in the analog tele- 
vision service and the cessation of broad- 
casting by full-power stations in the analog 
television service. 

(b) INFORMATION REQUIRED.— The program 
required by subsection (a) shall provide for 
the broadcast of— 

(1) emergency information, including crit- 
ical details regarding the emergency, as 
broadcast or required to be broadcast by full- 
power stations in the digital television serv- 
ice; 

(2) information, in both English and Span- 
ish, and accessible to persons with disabil- 
ities, concerning— 

(A) the digital television transition, in- 
cluding the fact that a transition has taken 
place and that additional action is required 
to continue receiving television service, in- 
cluding emergency notifications; and 
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(B) the steps required to enable viewers to 
receive such emergency information via the 
digital television service and to convert to 
receiving digital television service, including 
a phone number and Internet address by 
which help with such transition may be ob- 
tained in both English and Spanish; and 

(8) such other information related to con- 
sumer education about the digital television 
transition or public health and safety or 
emergencies as the Commission may find to 
be consistent with the public interest. 


SEC. 3. LIMITATIONS. 


In designing the program required by this 
Act, the Commission shall— 

(1) take into account market-by-market 
needs, based upon factors such as channel 
and transmitter availability; 

(2) ensure that broadcasting of the pro- 
gram specified in section 2(b) will not cause 
harmful interference with signals in the dig- 
ital television service; 

(3) not require the analog television serv- 
ice signals broadcast under this Act to be re- 
transmitted or otherwise carried pursuant to 
section 325(b), 338, 339, 340, 614, or 615 of the 
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Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 325(b), 
338, 339, 340, 614, or 615); 

(4) take into consideration broadcasters’ 
digital power levels and transition and co- 
ordination plans that already have been 
adopted with respect to cable systems and 
satellite carriers’ systems; 

(5) prohibit any broadcast of analog tele- 
vision service signals under section 2(b) on 
any spectrum that is approved or pending ap- 
proval by the Commission to be used for pub- 
lic safety radio services, including television 
channels 14-20; and 

(6) not include the analog spectrum be- 
tween channels 52 and 69, inclusive (between 
frequencies 698 and 806 megahertz, inclusive) 
reclaimed from analog television broad- 
casting pursuant to section 309(j) of the Com- 
munications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)). 


SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 


As used in this Act, the term ‘‘emergency 
information’’ has the meaning such term has 
under part 79 of the regulations of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission (47 C.F.R. 
part 79). 


— UE ааа ааа 


FOREIGN TRAVEL FINANCIAL REPORTS 


In accordance with the appropriate provisions of law, the Secretary of the Senate herewith submits the following re- 
ports for standing committees of the Senate, certain joint committees of the Congress, delegations and groups, and select 
and special committees of the Senate, relating to expenses incurred in the performance of authorized foreign travel: 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, NUTRITION AND FORESTRY FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
Stephanie Mercier: 
Switzerland .... Franc . 2,975.00 2,975.00 
United States . DOW als coiere t ec быды > бырын ел Тайлан, 7,514.00 
Hayden Milberg: 
Switzerland .... Franc . 6840100 « inem nte 6,840.00 
United States . ШИ жиен A EEE ыны med аин. „ Асылын nio 7,519.63 7,519.63 
Jure Өнер E a ыен НА АНЫ. с 5ай рны 9:815:007 2: 15:033:63: ныш Дин алан 24,848.63 


SENATOR TOM HARKIN, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition and Forestry, Sept. 26, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
Katherine Eltrich: 
China ........ 290.00 290.00 
Korea, No 1,284.00 1,284.00 
Mongolia ... 309.00 309.00 
Korea, Sou 340.00 340.00 
арап ........ 860.00 860.00 
ИШ ае s. nme rette i лаана ca DOMBE наан наннан ня absit. Май САНЫ 12,597.38 12,597.38 
Paul Grove: 
China ........ 290.00 
Korea, Noi 1,284.00 
Mongolia ... 309.00 
Korea, Sou 340.00 
арап ....... 860.00 
ИШ Кае E AA A E ee EN A AA NMA "ИШИ д гыныа р ананан red | Эаресе tfe 12,567.38 12,567.38 
Michele Wymer: 
i 4 290.00 290.00 
1,284.00 1,284.00 
309.00 309.00 
340.00 340.00 
ЭН 10,107.34 10,107.34 
Senator Judd Gregg: 
ШЕ KIN SOOM 5. o erem ie Rer tert eee ининер КӨШ neto tereti emt, Дагын Нн, 55616026 5а. ола арыый аналь Ardet 5,561.60 
Senator Richard Shelby: 
жр не аала КЧ АРЕ ЖИ idet ЫП гаан А оу лаада 5:5b61:00-! о uc DEAL. АА ЕНУ serik 5,561.60 
Brian Potts: 
fited- Kingdom ын сий ни ote te pita ta ete Pn biais БОШ Са аан Seem nhe ББ БО о ишанын, б-дан даб Йени ыйын 5,561.60 
Bruce Evans: 
ПИШЕ ЫНДЕ саа rie tedio eater te POUNG салаа ronde | Жынды былыр 556100 а dietician «getestet эшан ры! Sinaia 5,561.60 
Anne Caldwell: 
ШЫ KIngdolms: usate leere eee rien Бананды КИШИ ае eser ertet, eet ere 5:56 Eb: "нне ый, Мыннан ӨН carminis | НИН н КЫ, ИЕ, ЕСИР ГИ 5,561.60 
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U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008—Continued 


November 20, 2008 


Name and country 


Per diem 


Transportation Miscellaneous Total 


U.S. dollar 

equivalent Foreign 
or US. currency 
currency 


U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 

equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign 
or U.S. currency or U.S. currency 
currency currency 


US. dollar 
equivalent 
or U.S. 
currency 


Laura Friedel: 


Dr. John 


Howard S 


Collee 


Senator 
Ро 


Sid Ashwo 


е! 
EISI 


Kingdom .... 


old: 
Kingdom 


5,561.60 
5,561:60% 2 


1,230.00 


8,497.77 


8,497.77 


6,711.63 


3,281.00 


6,028.35 


6,528.35 


4,702.79 


8,152.00 


1,427.64 


484.11 


6,501.44 


1,833.30 


5,961.60 
5,961.60 


‚524.00 
‚324.00 
‚420.00 
8,497.77 


‚524.00 
‚324.00 
‚420.00 
8,497.77 


‚524.00 
‚324.00 
‚420.00 
8,497.77 


‚524.00 
6,711.63 


758.00 
295.00 
3,281.00 


789.78 
580.67 
468.06 
6,528.35 


789.78 
517.48 
568.00 
6,528.35 


382.00 
‚604.00 
4,702.79 


382.00 
,604.00 
332.00 
286.00 
8,152.00 


382.00 
,604.00 
332.00 
286.00 
8,152.00 


,046.95 
‚427.64 


918.53 
‚427.64 


484.11 
663.00 
,230.00 
3,174.00 


445.00 
982.00 


504.00 
215.00 
6,675.66 


336.00 
6,501.44 


450.00 
134.00 
832.00 
812.05 
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008—Continued 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
Total rit dpt need рннинг detecte iege niei epe s gea ey 8931792. „а... QUT AQT AA. ess ABAD essen 307,299.74 


1 Delegation expenses include payments and reimbursements by the Department of State under the authority of Section 502(b) of the Mutual Security Act of 1954, as amended by Section 22 of Pub. L. 95-384, and expenses paid pursu- 
ant to S. Res. 179, agreed to May 25, 1977. 
SENATOR ROBERT BYRD, 
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations, Nov. 14, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, AMENDED, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95— 
384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 

currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency currency currency currency 

Tim Rieser: 

Ireland Dollar .... 190.00. * aude наала 190.00 
United States "ELE 803.00 803.00 
190.00 803.00 993.00 


SENATOR ROBERT BYRD, 
Chairman, Committee on Appropriations, Nov. 14, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
James J. Tuite Ill: 
Kuwait .... . Dollar 1,027.47 1,027.47 


. Dollar 29.00 


. Dollar А P 

үй л Иб о a A о а E oil AAE КААК НЫНЫН ЕИ, ТОББ а а 9,073.20. ао е tes Rte eo 10,729.76 
SENATOR ROBERT BYRD, 

President Pro Tempore, Nov. 14, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 


7 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 


U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 

currency currency currency currency 


Name and country Name of currency 


Gregory T. 
nite 8,040.65 
420.00 


Dollar 
Euro 
Euro 
Euro ...... 


500.00 
744.00 


Senator James M. Inhofe: 
nited Kingdom 
Anthony Lazarski: 

ited Kingdom 
Creedon: 


Pound ... 504.00 


230.00 


Le 


Madel 


229.46 
645.00 
6,672.00 


325.26 
83.50 
204.82 


176.00 


ce ——Ó—XÓ————————— M————————— ЙЫ, чынын 5,840.95. sss 1498265... 215:00^ ates 21,038.60 


SENATOR CARL LEVIN, 
Chairman, Committee on Armed Services, Sept. 30, 2008. 
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON BANKING, HOUSING, AND URBAN AFFAIRS FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 


U.S. dollar 
equivalen 

or U.S. 
currency 


U.S. dollar 
equivalent 
or U.S. 
currency 


U.S. dollar 
equivalent 
or U.S. 
currency 


U.S. dollar 
equivalen’ 

or U.S. 
currency 


Name and country Name of currency 


Foreign 
currency 


Foreign 
currency 


Foreign 
currency 


Foreign 
currency 


Peggy Kuhn: 
Belgium 
Germany 
France 
France .. , ds à Д 
ited SÍ ; "- ТЕЕ " 


1,415.10 
511.00 
1,800.00 

922.00 
7,735.25 


7,735.25 


1,415.10 
511.00 
1,800.00 

922.00 
7,735.25 


822.00 


7,735.25 


528.00 
2,303.15 
984.00 
926.00 
20,383.45 


"20,383.45 


528.00 
2,303.15 
984.00 
926.00 
20,383.45 


142.00 
340.00 
249.00 
4,244.00 


4,244.00 


60,481.40 3,612.00 79,990.90 


SENATOR CHRIS DODD, 
Chairman, Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs, 


Oct. 30, 2008. 

CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 

U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND TRANSPORTATION FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 
Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 

U.S. doll US. d US. doll US. doll 

Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 

currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency currency currency currency 

Dabney Hegg: 

United: ЭШ. notte e retroactis DOWD: tee tete, АДИНА feq 1,241.11 1,241.11 
Great Britain . 1,053.67 1,053.67 
Netherlands 542.00 542.00 
France 1,187.25 1,187.25 
Тоа —À———————— ——————A— Ja€—M— 2,782.92 A QAI: cte coiere cedet 4,024.03 


SENATOR DANIEL INOUYE, 
Chairman, Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation, 
Nov. 14, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON FINANCE FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
David Johanson: 
Switzerland ... 4,136.85 4,136.85 
ед КАТЕ анаа DOES SEM LETT ,258.76 
Ted Serafini: 
Switzerla 4,194.51 
nited Si ,106.63 
Darci Vetter: 
Switzerla 2,592.51 
i ,106.63 
15447 
314.55 
345.84 
m ce ,155.37 ,155.37 
Joshua 
653.38 
744.53 
913.38 
Nancy 
906.09 
989.01 
demus 917.38 917.38 
Oll ata th ы ыб лыны aceto fiore ior ылыы баабы) „ИС нб нарны Йан иы data ds din ttti 1З tante БАБ ПО; Linien E antes Raedmdanit 20,065.85 


SENATOR MAX BAUCUS, 
Chairman, Committee on Finance, Nov. 18, 2008. 
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON FINANCE FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 

currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 

currency currency currency currency 

Darci Vetter: 

Denmark ... . Krone 1,400.00. inanes ааа: 1,400.00 
United States Dollar m 1,152,07 1,152.07 
Тоа ЖИЕНИ teuer eta Ас бо a esce MSTA ote oet aee ef 1,400.00: > а, ТАБ О а ае etaed, 2,552.07 


SENATOR МАХ BAUCUS, 
Chairman, Committee on Finance, Aug. 24, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, AMENDED FROM 2ND QUARTER, UNDER AUTHORITY 
OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS, FOR TRAVEL FROM APR. 1 TO JUNE 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
James Greene: 
Germany .... Еос дашы ын ыйан enis, daii ° 2 0800-18 2 quies hacia 856.12 
United States Dollar 6,979.69 6,979.69 
Keith Luse: 
Indonesia .. . Rupiah .. 1,429.65 1,429.65 
Timor-Leste Dollar 124.75 124.75 
Singapore .. Dollar 340.60 340.60 
United State: ШИ Кардан ил Са рй ибн, наанаа 5,695.88 
Debbie Yamada: 
Катакп ап, кынынын E ый ган кызын анны e cete IE nti Totes ertet, шы ылын 2250 uan an rete р айанна н: ‚Ийне ын Е В ВЕНИ 225.00 
ТИЗ н рй нынын Ийан ыы ыны йынын ыан ннен. (ааыа дыбыры байны Мыйын с EOE 2:916:12: Lectt: 12,675:5]^* „а.а ttes. E 15,651.69 


SENATOR JOSEPH BIDEN, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, Oct. 23, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
Senator Joseph R. Biden, Jr.: 
Georgia 185.40 
nited States 9,334.78 
Senator Bob Corker: 
ыы. ЖККУ КККК nie Detienen. ШАЙ ЕКЕЛЕТШ ahaaa A 7 DOUE  nannsesnne canis 550.00 
nited States 10,405.52 10,405.52 
Senator Chuck Hagel: 
Kuwait .. 135.00 
ordan 135.00 
Panama 68.00 
Colombia 218.00 
Brazil 90.00 
nited 4,244.00 
Senator Richard Lugar: 
France .. 302.00 
Georgia . 301.00 
Azerbaijan . 301.00 
urkey ... 301.00 
Romania 301.00 
kraine . 301.00 
Germany 301.00 
Belgium 301.36 
nited States 3,055.64 3,055.64 
Antony Blinken: 
Kuwait 150.00 
ordan 150.00 
Neil Brown: 
Azerbaijan . 347.50 
urkey ... 350.00 
Romania 350.00 
kraine . 350.00 
Germany 350.00 
Belgium 350.00 
France 350.00 
Georgia . 350.00 
nited Sta 6,886.04 6,886.04 
Jason Bruder: 
ajikistan .. 507.00 
Kyrgyzstan . 568.00 
Kazakhstan Я 704.00 
nited States 14,271.23 14,271.23 
Perry Cammack: 
Yemen 496.00 
Qatar 67.00 
Egypt : 523.00 
nited Si 12,688.87 12,688.87 
Steven Feldstein: 
Germany 354.00 
anzania 1,401.00 
Djibouti 82.00 
Chad .... Я 670.00 
nited Si 11,348.28 11,348.28 
Andrew J. Fisher: 
FRANCE M i A E s ra artina ЕШЮ enoa kaiaa aari 936000 ааа анаа наанаа» o AN Ee 338.00 
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008—Continued 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 


U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
Currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 

currency currency currency currency 


Name and country Name of currency 


338.00 
337.00 


338.00 
337.00 
337.00 
337.00 
337.00 
338.00 
338.00 
6,886.04 


900.00 
9,816.45 


1,072.00 
10,596.86 


Georgia . 

Azerbaijan . 
urkey ... 
Romania 
kraine . 
Germany 
Belgium 
nited $ 
James Greene: 


6,886.04 


Mure Rats 10,596.86 
756.00 
10,596.86 


1,173.00 
582.00 
2,155.00 
16,263.23 


50.00 
50.00 
50.00 


1,173.00 
582.00 
2,155.00 


"16,263.23 


628.89 
1,633.55 
84.75 
315.00 
11,747.88 


945.00 
А Ч ; 590.00 
EM i es 5,598.30 5,998.30 

104.90 

84.00 
1,638.00 
10,517.78 


"10,517.78 


1,205.55 
44.26 
16.75 

5,695.88 


5,695.88 


1,181.00 
227.00 
532.00 
475.00 

7,537.44 


7,937.44 


268.00 
5,947.80 


rgentina 
nited $ 
Kenneth Myers, 
rance .. 
Georgia . 
zerbaijan . 
urkey ... 
Romania 
kraine . 
Germany 
Belgium 
nited States 
Kenneth Myers Ill: 
France .. 
Georgia 
Azerbaijan . 
urkey ... 
Romania 
kraine . 
ermany 


317.00 
316.00 
316.00 
316.00 
316.00 
316.00 
316.00 
317.00 
6,886.04 


> 


6,886.04 


352.00 
351.00 
352.00 
352.00 
352.00 
352.00 
352.00 
352.00 
6,886.04 


6,886.04 


308.00 
190.00 


148.00 
334.00 
209.00 
4,244.00 


4,244.00 


1,238.00 
231.00 
467.00 
480.00 

7,537.44 


507.00 
568.00 
879.00 
14,271.23 


"14,271.23 
475.29 475.29 
1,031.67 
9,697.27 


9,697.27 


469.00 
7,457.39 
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Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
Tomicah Tillemann: 
Georgia Lari... 386.00 
United States Dollar 9,334.78 
Todd Womack: 
(Свогеїа э E E ERE ILE RYE E 571.00 
United: States: дылынын д ины tite deep pdt ditto БШ «cott ынын ea индин ыр. мейди 10531515252 ctc, etiotutuutie citet 10,375.52 
Total. кашый dct en tte b уара бань Шырынды, ON AET AEE акынын Даны, ннн АЗ БӨ ДТ. «анньан 2107/2859: з-дын Poiret дата 295,293.46 


SENATOR JOSEPH BIDEN, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, Oct. 23, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS, FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 


U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 


Name and country Name of currency 


ое! Spangenberg: 

nited States .... 
nited Kingdom 
Netherlands 


jason Yanussi: 


ennifer lemingway: 
i 12,937.52 13,037.52 
616.00 
20.00 


,462.00 


82.00 


Kenya Wi ley: 


12,967.52 12,967.52 
668.10 


,389.00 


12,937.52 122.75 13,060.27 
605.00 
50.00 


,319.00 


S 
ЕЧ 

е 
ко 
5 
a 
a 


КК КОТ, 4413221... 35458 sonus 56,116.43 


SENATOR JOSEPH LIEBERMAN, 
Chairman, Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs, 
Oct. 21, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
Bradley 
1,524.00 1,524.00 
1,324.00 1,324.00 
1,420.00 1,420.00 
РИ 8,497.77 8,497.77 
Mexico .. Peso 595.57 
390.58 
Veit 2,310.38 2,310.38 
650.77 
511.43 
pe 2,686.27 2,686.27 
Senator Patrick Leahy: 
Canada ТЕТИНИН НЕНИИ Ө Н ККА 985.005 аа Жаныл | ышк е ибн АМА "credite 585.00 
Edward Brady: 
MG AMAA ыны ды E EUNT Dollar ынырыы ЫЙ ырадыр Сафарны 515007. о ааа ава ан ыыы e fot ta 515.00 
ү ИЙ nta anota tet ТАЛОО Н ТА Monto D ot scuta actas Lee cA cor 1,916:35: - тыбышынын 19:491426 1: atraer ишы иы ду: чаа чао 21,010.77 


SENATOR PATRICK LEAHY, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, Oct. 24, 2008. 
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CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE FOR TRAVEL FROM JULY 1 TO SEPT. 30, 2008 
Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency currency currency currency 
1,907.00 ‚907.00 
ЕИ 2,771.60 
736.00 736.00 
аныи ыны 0,378.26 
1,296.00 ‚296.00 
ОНИ 6,983.91 
1,528.00 ‚528.00 
seis tt. 6,951.00 
2,013.00 2,013.00 
idola ‚914.00 
598.00 598.00 
айна ‚661.60 
Бйр... PP As 483.00 483.00 
Me Dx ,661.60 
GregorysThiel manti: „еа tiir le eter thin Efe E A E er 1,220.00 ,220.00 
Dollar AAE әни мир инн en Ni nici a ipee ,243.00 
lenriifer Wagner: s cade trescientos Pee es tiec ec endet doi 1,921.00 ,921.00 
Dollàt zi. etse me^ Sec Rime eerie ‚273.80 
WAER C БИНЕ ИОК etre (ete teh AE AEAEE e meer ТҮН stats d. 1,705.00 705.00 
Dollar. „озер ао ь адаа А, Жардыны йы: [Ашыгыш edat 2,959.30 
Richard’ ОПЕЙ ра ther prit арны нне рый АНА oo 1,705.00 705.00 
MM m 2,959.30 
Daniel Jones сылынан tnter A AA 47 2,273.00 2,273.00 
ШӘ p ia ынады резаный, банн О А ДЫН аан 2,959.30 
АПА ЭРАК eec ertet аа аашаа asa. 1,976.00 ,976.00 
DOW eh ccrte ct O enti mee Oed a eee 9,846.40 
ATI Te ЕЛАН: annasa ананы ндый ынын m niente an ii TEN 2,432.00 2,432.00 
ШИЕ ә руын teeth ed) Lege. ОЙЫНА ОК А 9,846.40 
CANNE ER m 550.00 550.00 
ОТЕ MEN 700.11 
Richard Girven m 190.00 190.00 
Senator Christopher Bond -" 1,705.00 ‚105.00 
Dollar ызасы ылыан phobie Metu, чайка ыйа E E 3,760.80 
{ГУ с аа tc D re СЕТ até 3,162.00 3,162.00 
Ооа ана нинин ин кыа ьи О лаана ырысыбыз 11,901.09 
Richard: ШШ ааа анаа онаа ННН me 3,162.00 3,162.00 
WF е еды ырдан ынанышы, | aasia ү ОАА А 12,160.13 
lennifér- ЖШ лаа ch icta acte eerte cct etit eee Бе 1,399.00 ,399.00 
ИНОНИ ИРИКТИ 13,932.68 
ате: SMYthers ыны ар аы аны NE a 664.00 664.00 
оаа ebd iro Vrbani E TEEN 12,410.25 
Eae DR Le DOA E ee nere sci E E Nu nte e Pen the 1,231.00 ,231.00 
Dollar. aunis nanai t creto tad" erneute 13,932.68 
Randall Воокоиќ E енын йана ыны дынын Кыа ина ннн ныны баны m 672.00 672.00 
WF gn 2,420.96 
КЕ РИФ: «otn О n diee ne ESTAS Er 956.00 956.00 
ООН ИОРАН Bastide: teal ЧЫНА 1,953.25 
Paul MAUNG: ы ы анынын н ыны tbe Ыы Ады аан инансын T 989:007: аны chiens 989.00 
Dollar ырындын днде ын канды TEE тадан, А ЫД 8,803.39 8,803.39 
Тоа ico cede ne eh НУН nit NC aee НОМАМ 36,413.00. | zt 192,384:8]. aaa eder dete 228,857.81 


SENATOR JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, 
Chairman, Committee on Intelligence, Nov. 5, 2008. 


CONSOLIDATED REPORT OF EXPENDITURE OF FUNDS FOR FOREIGN TRAVEL BY MEMBERS AND EMPLOYEES OF THE U.S. SENATE, UNDER AUTHORITY OF SEC. 22, P.L. 95-384—22 
U.S.C. 1754(b), MAJORITY LEADER FOR TRAVEL FROM AUG. 24 TO AUG. 31, 2008 


Per diem Transportation Miscellaneous Total 

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name and country Name of currency Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 

currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency currency currency currency 

Marcel Lettre: 

United States . ТШШ actes fi fti teilen, Жалыны иш: Maii cela 7,896.07 7,896.07 
Qatar Dollar . 936.00 
TAAN sari Exc wc m 936.00: « Мылдык 7,896.01 emnes ences Ойбай 8,832.07 


SENATOR HARRY REID, 
Majority Leader. 


_— Ml 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 


NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session and the 
Foreign Relations Committee be dis- 
charged of PN2128; that the Commerce 
Committee be discharged from PN1994, 
except the nomination of Robert E. 
Day; PN2117 and PN2118; that the Sen- 
ate proceed en bloc to their consider- 
ation; that the nominations be con- 
firmed en bloc; the motions to recon- 


sider be laid upon the table en bloc; 
that any statements related thereto be 
printed in the RECORD; that no further 
motions be in order; and the President 
be immediately notified of the Senate's 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con- 
firmed are as follows: 


FOREIGN SERVICE 


Career Member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, Class of Career Minister: 
Asif J. Chaudhry, of Washington 


Career Member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, Class of Minister-Counselor: 
Gary C. Groves, of Texas 


Career Member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, Class of Counselor: 
Alan D. Hrapsky, of Texas 


IN THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD 


To be rear admiral (lower half) 


Captain John H. Korn, 
Captain William D. Lee, 
Captain Charles D. Michel, 
Captain Roy A. Nash, 
Captain Michael N. Parks, 
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NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION 
To be lieutenant (junior grade) 
Kyle W. Ryan 
Oliver E. Brown 
To be ensign 
Gregory R. Schweitzer 
John H. Petersen 
Benjamin S. Bloss 
John F. Rossi 
Charlene R. Felkley 
Emily M. Rose 
Kevin W. Adams 
Matthew M. Forney 
Patricia E. Raymond 
Matthew J. Nardi 
Adam R. Reed 
Adrienne L. Hopper 
Rachel M. Sargent 
Jonathan E. Owen 
Ryan A. Wartick 
NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION 
To be lieutenant (junior grade) 
Andrew R. Colegrove 
Anna-Elizabeth B. Villiard-Howe 
Nicholas C. Morgan 
Jeffrey G. Pereira 
Colin T. Klewer 
Harold B. Emmons III 
Paul M. Chamberlain 
Michael W. O'Neal 
Julie L. Earp 
Kyle A. Byers 
Loren M. Evory 
Andrew J. Ostapenko 
Laura T. Gallant 
Gregory R. Schweitzer 
Mark S. Andrews 
Megan R. Guberski 
Nathan E. Witherly 
Christine L. Schultz 
Claire V. Surrey 
Ronald L. Moyers, Jr. 
Brian D. Prestcott 
Glen A. Rice 
Patrick M. Redmond 
Russell A. Quintero 
Nathan B. Parker 
Jonathan R. Heesch 
Matthew C. Griffin 
Faith C. Opatrny 


EE 


EXECUTIVE CALENDAR AND 
NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED 


Mr. DORGAN. I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the Senate consider Calendar 
No. 757, the nomination of William 
Carr; and that the Judiciary Com- 
mittee be discharged of PNI1118, the 
nomination of Ricardo H. Hinojosa; 
that the Senate proceed en bloc to 
their consideration; that the nomina- 
tions be confirmed en bloc; the motions 
to reconsider be laid on the table en 
bloc; that any statements related 
thereto be printed in the RECORD; that 
no further motions be in order; and 
that the President be immediately no- 
tified of the Senate's actions. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con- 
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION 

William B. Carr, Jr., of Pennsylvania, to be 
a Member of the United States Sentencing 
Commission for а term expiring October 31, 
2011. 
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Ricardo H. Hinojosa, of Texas, to be a 
Member of the United States Sentencing 
Commission for a term expiring October 31, 
2013. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Foreign 
Relations Committee be discharged of 
PN730; the HELP Committee be dis- 
charged of PN2019, PN2020, PN2022, 
PN2132, PN2024, PN2104, and PN2119; 
and the Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs Committee be dis- 
charged of PN2058 and PN2086; and that 
the Senate proceed en bloc to their 
consideration; that the nominations be 
confirmed en bloc, and the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table; that 
no further motions be in order, and any 
statements relating to the nominations 
be printed in the Record; that the 
President be immediately notified of 
the Senate’s action, and the Senate re- 
turn to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con- 
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

Gene Allan Cretz, of New York, a Career 
Member of the Senior Foreign Service, Class 
of Counselor, to be Ambassador Extraor- 
dinary and Plenipotenitiary of the United 
States of America to Libya. 

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD 

Douglas D. Randall, of Missouri, to be a 
Member of the National Science Board, Na- 
tional Science Foundation, for a term expir- 
ing May 10, 2014. 

Ray M. Bowen, of Texas, to be a Member of 


the National Science Board, National 
Science Foundation, for a term expiring May 
10, 2014. 


France A. Cordova, of Indiana, to be a 
Member of the National Science Board, Na- 
tional Science Foundation, for a term expir- 
ing May 10, 2014. 

U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
To be medical director 


Paul J. Andreason 
Wanda D. Barfield 
Charles H. Beymer 
Susan Blank 
Michael J. Boquard 
Brenton T. Burkholder 
Jay C. Butler 
Michael A. Carome 
Martin S. Cetron 
Susan T. Cookson 
Michael M. Engelgau 
Carol Friedman 
Richard P. Hedlund 
Dale J. Hu 
Stephen G. Kaler 
Newton E. Kendig 
Jeffrey B. Kopp 
Eric A. Mann 
Aubrey K. Miler 
Eric D. Mintz 
Allyn K. Nakashima 
Elena H. Page 
Brent Pennington 
Calman P. Prussin 
Steven G. Scott 
Robert J. Simonds 
Mark J. Tedesco 
Douglas B. Trout 
Jonathan T. Weber 
Jane R. Zucker 

To be senior surgeon 


Kenneth L. Brooks 
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Erlinda R. Casuga-Marquez 
Ahmed M. Elkashef 
Douglas H. Esposito 
Alicia M. Fry 
Rosemarie Hirsch 
Stephen P. Kachur 
Charles E. Lee 

Sarah R. Linde-Feucht 
Julie M. Magri 
Katherine C. Palatianos 
Mary C. Porvaznik 
Stephen M. Rudd 

Taraz Samandari 

Julia A. Schillinger 
Michael G. Wilcox 
Jason J. Woo 

Darius S. Yorichi 


To be surgeon 


Anthony M. Dunnigan 
Mark R. Dybul 
Nancy W. Knight 
Dianna L. Mahoney 
Kelton H. Oliver 
Pragna Patel 

Tobe M. Propst 
Jeffrey D. Schulden 
David L. Sprenger 
Greggory J. Woitte 
David Wong 


То be senior assistant surgeon 


Daisy Y. Eng 
Daniel Molina 


To be dental director 


Michael C. Arnold 
Timothy S. Bishop 
William F. Catelli II 
John F. Caudill II 
Jeffery R. Combs 
Dean J. Coppola 
Steven D. Florer 
Carl J. Gustke 
Daniel J. Hickey 
Joseph G. Hosek 
Thomas E. Jordan 
Mary G. Murphy 
Rebecca V. Neslund 
James T. Owen 
Thomas A. Reese 
Suzanne K. Saville 


To be senior dental surgeon 


Anita Arnold 

Ronald C. Cox 

Glen A. Eisenhuth 
Richard L. Firnhaber 
Ronald L. Fuller 
Stanley K. Gordon 
Christine K. Heng 
Arlene M. Lester 
John E. Lorincz 
Aaron R. Means, Sr. 
Kathleen M. Oconnor-Moran 
Richard D. Stricklin 
Todd M. Tovarek 


To be dental surgeon 


Ruben S. Acuna 

Joyce D. Biberica 

William J. Esposito 

Katrina J. Leslie 

Anthony L. Likes 

Kimberly Woods Montoya 

Adrian R. Palmer 

Stella Yuk Kwan Lau Wisner 
To be nurse director 

Ana Marie L. Balingit-Wines 

Eileen D. Bonneau 

Sheila D. Carnes 

Laurie S. Irwin-Pinkley 

David W. Kelly 

David L. Kerschner 

Kathleen M. Kobus 

Carol L. Konchan 
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Mary M. Leemhuis 
Michael D. Lyman 
Robert W. Mayes 
Jerilyn Anderson McClain 
Genise Y. Nixon 
Monique V. Petrofsky 
Gilbert P. Rose 
Cindy L. Wilson 
Beverly R. Wright 
To be senior nurse officer 


Victoria L. Anderson 
Linda J. Belsito 
Susan K. Brown 
Michael P. Bryce 
Annette R. Debisette 
Joanne Derdak 
Mary Y. Elkins 
Susan K. Fritz 
Byron C. Glenn 
Wanda W. Gonzalez 
Joan F. Hunter 
Mary L. Kinkade 
Colleen O. Lee 
Jaime Muniz 
Priscilla J. Powers 
Doris L. Raymond 
Letitia L. Rhodes 
Bonnie A. Saylor 
Sylvia Trent-Adams 
Joyce B. Watson 
Daniel J. Weskamp 
To be nurse officer 


Dawn A. Anderson-Gary 
Ileana Barreto-Pettit 
Patricia A. Barrett 
Valene N. Bartmess 
Jason M. Bischoff 
Marie A. Casey 
Susanna N. Choi 
Brian R. Cronenwett 
Derwent O. Daniel 
John W. David, Jr. 
Diane Douglas 
Kimberly J. Elenberg 
Eileen M. Falzini 
Dion E. Franklund 
Barbara A. Fuller 
Serina A. Hunter-Thomas 
Jackie Kennedy-Sullivan 
Carol S. Lincoln 
Lisa A. Marunyoz 
'Tami L. McBride 
Alberta M. McCabe 
Sherry L. McReynolds 
Anita E. Pollard 
Letitia B. Robinson 
Thomas M. Scheidel 
Jeffery R. Semak 
Judith B. Sutcliffe 
Victoria F. Vachon 

To be senior assistant nurse officer 


Mark D. Cruz 
Kaori Donohue 
Bryan H. Emery 
Coleen R. Fett 
Joshua E. Hardin 
James E. Thomas 
William T. Williamson 
Anh P. Wright 
To be assistant nurse officer 


James K. Lyons 
Adriana M. Meyer-Alonzo 
To be engineer director 


David M. Apanian 
Bryan L. Fischer 
Michael G. Gressel 
Robert B. McVicker 
Robert J. Reiss 
Keith P. Shortall 
Mark A. Stafford 
George W. Styer 
Maurice C. West 
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To be senior engineer officer 


Steven L. Bosiljevac 
Gary S. Earnest 
Cheryl Fairfield Estill 
Chucri A. Kardous 
James H. Ludington 
Jamie D. Natour 
Steven E. Raynor 
Daniel C. Tompkins 
Dennis J. Wagner 
Marjorie E. Wallace 
Mary M. Weber 
Richard S. Wermers 
To be engineer officer 

Steven J. Dykstra 
Keith E. Foy 
David E. Harvey 
Kelly G. Hudson 
David E. Johnson 
Mathew J. Martinson 
Jennifer E. Mosser 
Brent D. Rohlfs 
Chad A. Snell 

To be senior assistant engineer officer 


Sean T. Bush 
Jennifer Lynn Caparoso 
Jeremy B. Nickels 

To be scientist director 
Peter I. Hartsock 
Lauren C. Iacono-Connors 
Rosa J. Key-Schwartz 
Helena O. Mishoe 
Joyce L. Smith 
William H. Taylor I, II 

To be senior scientist 
Christine J. Benally 
John J. Eckert 
Laurence M. Grummer-Strawn 
Leslie A. MacDonald 

To be scientist 


Rachel N. Avchen 
Dan-My T. Chu 
Danice K. Eaton 
Lisa N. Pealer 
Diana L. Schneider 


To be environmental health officer director 


Alan S. Echt 
Robert F. Hennes 
Michael E. Herring 
Joseph L. Hughart 
Robert S. Newsad 
Douglas C. Pickup 
Richard E. Turner 
Paul T. Young 


To be senior environmental health officer 


Eric J. Esswein 
Deborah A. Greco 
William J. Greim 
Michael P. Keiffer 
Joe L. Maloney 
David Н. McMahon 
Gary D. Perlman 
Edward A. Pfister 
Edwin Vazquez 


To be environmental health officer 


Charles M. Blue 
William C. Crump 
Timothy E. Jiggens 
Mary B. O'Connor 
Harrichand Rhambarose 
Daniel J. Yereb 


To be senior assistant environmental health 


officer 
Robert A. Gibbs 
Christopher T. Smith 
To be veterinary director 
Sean F. Altekruse 
Stephanie I. Harris 
Hugh M. Mainzer 


Stephanie R. Ostrowski 
To be senior veterinary officer 
Terri R. Clark 
Victoria A. Hampshire 
Alfred W. Montgomery 
Daniel R. Oleary 
To be veterinary officer 
Gregory L. Langham 
To be pharmacist director 
J. R. Eric Edwards 
Mary A. Fong 
Marie B. Greenwood 
George J. Havens II 
Martin Jagers 
Anthony E. Keller 
Michael R. Lilla 
M. Carlene McIntyre 
Murray F. Potter 
Nicholas A. Quaglietta 
Renee J. Roncone 
Margaret A. Simoneau 
Thomas J. Troshynski 
To be senior pharmacist 
Christine Hee-Kyung Chung 
Michelle Dillahunt 
Terry A. Hook 
Mary E. Kremzner 
Nitin K. Patel 
Robert G. Pratt 
Nita Sood 
Brenda L. Stodart 
Matthew J. Tarosky 
Lisa L. Tonrey 


To be pharmacist 


Matthew R. Baker 
David A. Bates 
William H. Bender 
Sye D. Bennefield 
Mary A. Bickel 
Bradley M. Bishop 
Michael P. Bourg 
Catherine Y. Chew 
Chae Un Chong 
Tamara A. Close 
Michael A. Eddy 
Rebecca E. Garner 
Gary B. Hobbs 
Marci C. Kiester 
Kristy M. Klinger 
Vlada Matusovsky 
Nina C. Mezu-Nwaba 
Margaret A. Rincon 
Spencer S. Salis 
'Tina M. Spence 
Jacqueline K. Thomas 
Vasavi T. Thomas 
Gerardo Z. Vazquez 
Chi-Ann Yu Wu 


To be senior dietitian 


Juli M. Haws 
Ann M. Staten 


To be dietitian 

Robert M. Collison 
To be senior therapist 

Jessie Whitehurst 
Rita B. Shapiro 

To be therapist 
Corey S. Dahl 
Frederick V. Lief 
Henry P. MeMillan 
Robert E. Roe, Jr. 
Jon M. Schultz 

To be health services director 

William M. Gosman 
Greg A. Ketcher 
Robert J. Lyon 
W. Henry MacPherson 
Margaret A. McDowell 
Michael R. Miner 
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Janet Reen Saul 
To be senior health services officer 
Carol E. Auten 
Gregory D. Cliff 
Valerie A. Darden 
Michael J. Flood 
Mark б. Floss 
Richard R. Kauffman 
Elijah K. Marlin, Jr. 
Philip S. McRae 
Sheila P. Merriweather 
David J. Miler 
Sunil Patel 
Anthony Sanchez 
Phillip L. Toy 
Jeanean D. Willis-Marsh 
To be health services officer 

David J. Bellware 
Keith W. Cespon 
Rhondalyn R. Cox 
Gregory J. Flaitz 
Anna T. Gonzales 
Dione Marie Harjo 
Beth Anne Henson 
'Theresa A. Minter 
Daisy D. Mitchell 
Michelle A. Pelkey 
Jacqueline D. Rodrigue 
Tobey Manns Royal 
Scott J. Salvatore 
Angela K. Shen 

To bie senior assistant health services officer 
Brian T. Burt 
Sean R. Byrd 
Torrey B. Darkenwald 
Eduardo R. Faytong 
James D. Hall, Jr. 
Carl A. Huffman I, II 
Jason S. Jurkowski 
Raquel A. Peat 
Angel E. Sanchez 
Stephen C. Smith 
Anthony A. Walker 
Darin S. Wiegers 
Elaine C. Wolff 

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD 

G.P. Peterson of Colorado, to be a Member 
of the National Science Board, National 
Science Foundation, for а term expiring May 
10, 2014. 

NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE ARTS 

Barbara Ernst Prey, of New York, to be a 
Member of the National Council on the Arts 
for a term expiring September 3, 2014. 

U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 
To be medical director 


Matthew T. McKenna 
Zachary Taylor III 
To be senior surgeon 
Timothy R. Cote 
Juliette Morgan 
To be surgeon 
Henry C. Baggett III 
Edward C. Doo 
Paul D. Heiderscheidt 
John T. Redd 
Joseph P. Simon 
То be senior assistant surgeon 
Scott J. Filler 
Monique R. Fountain 
Ana I. Guzman 
Karen C. Lee 
Lori A. Pollack 
James J. Sejvar 
Michael C. Thigpen 
To be senior dental surgeon 
Seyed H. Mortazavi 
To be dental surgeon 
Juan K. Packer 
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Phillip A. Wilson 
Paul A. Wong 
To be senior assistant dental surgeon 
Jodine C. Anderson 
Carol L. McDaniel 
To be nurse director 
Holly A. Williams 
To be senior nurse officer 
Ann M. McCarthy 
To be nurse officer 
Kristal E. Dye 
Susan E. Erwin 
Martin A. Foreman 
Brant B. Goode 
Veronica M. Gordon 
Jerri L. McGinnis 
Dorothy R. Merchant 
Elvira D. Mosely 
Rebecca S. Noe 
Arlene M. Patuc 
Carolyn R. Stacy-Wilkin 
Debra Tubbs 
To be senior assistant nurse officer 
Anne M. Arceo 
Helen E. Ballantyne 
Demetrius Chapman 
Summer A. Cutting 
Dan Fletcher III 
Melissa A. George 
Shawna L. Hutchins 
Deborah N. Lamping 
To be engineer officer 
Jeffrey A. Murray 
To be senior assistant engineer officer 
Varsha B. Savalia 
To be scientist 
David J. McIntyre 
Danisha L. Robbins 
To be senior environmental health officer 
Paul M. Lewis 
To be environmental health officer 
Brian L. Lewelling 
Mathew J. Thomas 
John T. Whitesides 
To be senior assistant environmental health 
officer 
Jeffrey T. Dickson 
Molly E. Patton 
To be pharmacist 
Steven A. Labrozzi 
Judy L. Rose 
Jamie L. Shaddon 
To be senior assistant pharmacist 
Kristina J. Ballinger 
Jefferson Fredy 
Katie E. Johnson 
Randi R. Lanier 
Jeffrey J. Mallette 
Lori B. Moore 
Allison M. Paynter 
Vincent S. Sansone 
Courtney M. Suggs 
Judith B. Thompson 
Leo B. Zadecky 
To be senior assistant therapist 
James M. Cowher 
To be health services officer director 
Clifford D. Brown 
To be health services officer 
Irwin W. Fish 
To be senior assistant health services officer 
Julia H. Bryan 
Alnissa T. Carter 
Michael C. Clay 
Martha S. Fermin 
Lori A. Goodman 
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Rachael Trimpert Schmidt 
Cameron C. Scott 

Michael R. Tilus 

Emily J. Williams 

To be junior assistant health services officer 
Kristi R. Anderson 
Keren Arkin 
Sarah E. Coleman 
Matthew R. Daab 
James C. Decker 
Dimana Dimitrova 
Elizabeth A. Franklin 
David M. Gianferante 
Marilou Gonzalez 
Rebecca Hardy 
Amy J. Hatcher 
Sara A. Kierpiec 
Tina Pattaratornkosohn 
Jeffrey R. Strich 
Xi Hua Yang 
John I. Young 

JUDICIARY 

Alfred S. Irving, Jr., of the District of Co- 
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Su- 
perior Court of the District of Columbia for 
the term of fifteen years. 

Kathryn A. Oberly, of the District of Co- 
lumbia, to be an Associate Judge of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Court of Appeals for the 
term of fifteen years. 


ES 


LEGISLATIVE SESSION 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will now 
return to legislative session. 


EE 


DR. WALTER CARL GORDON, JR. 
POST OFFICE BUILDING 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of H.R. 6859, which is at the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 6859) to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1501 South Slappey Boulevard in Albany, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Dr. Walter Carl Gordon, Jr. 
Post Office Building." 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed, the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de- 
bate, and any statements relating 
thereto be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6859) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 


EE 


JOSEPH A. RYAN POST OFFICE 
BUILDING 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs be discharged from 
further consideration of S. 3681 and 
that the Senate proceed to its imme- 
diate consideration. 


24374 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3681) to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
5070 Vegas Valley Drive in Las Vegas, Ne- 
vada, as the ‘Joseph A. Ryan Post Office 
Building." 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read а third time and passed, the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de- 
bate, and any statements related to the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3681) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3681 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 


SECTION 1. JOSEPH A. 
BUILDING. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 5070 
Vegas Valley Drive in Las Vegas, Nevada, 
shall be known and designated as the ‘‘Jo- 
seph A. Ryan Post Office Building”. 

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law, 
map, regulation, document, paper, or other 
record of the United States to the facility re- 
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to 
be a reference to the ‘‘Joseph A. Ryan Post 
Office Building". 


EES 


AUTHORIZING A COST OF LIVING 
ADJUSTMENT FOR THE FEDERAL 
JUDICIARY 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of S. 8711, introduced earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3711) to authorize a cost of living 
adjustment for the Federal judiciary. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise to ex- 
press support for a bill introduced by 
myself, the minority leader, and others 
to provide a cost-of-living salary ad- 
justment to Federal judges. 

The Framers of our Constitution 
were men of great vision and foresight. 
One of their great innovations was the 
establishment of an independent judici- 
ary, which is to function as a coequal 
branch of government. 

The Framers knew that justice and 
the rule of law would only prevail if 
judges are free from executive and leg- 
islative interference. In order to pre- 
serve the autonomy of judges, the 
Framers established safeguards. One of 
these safeguards was the assurance 
that judicial pay could not be dimin- 
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ished during a judge’s service on the 
bench. This safeguard was important 
enough that it was included in the first 
section of article III of the Constitu- 
tion. 

Unfortunately, in terms of real dol- 
lars, we in Congress have allowed judi- 
cial pay to dwindle. Since 1969, the sal- 
aries of Federal judges have signifi- 
cantly declined when adjusted for in- 
flation. The Office of the United States 
Courts estimates judicial pay has de- 
clined by 25 percent. 

Preserving judicial integrity is a bi- 
partisan goal. Earlier this Congress a 
bipartisan bill was put forward which 
would have given judges a long-awaited 
pay raise. The Federal Judicial Salary 
Restoration Act of 2008 would have 
brought judicial salaries more closely 
in line with what the position merits. 
Although this bill had support on both 
sides of the aisle, we were unable to 
pass it this year. We will return to that 
proposal in the very near future. 

The bill we have introduced today 
simply provides a cost-of-living in- 
crease for this year. I favor a proposal, 
included in the Salary Restoration Act, 
which would guarantee judges a cost- 
of-living adjustment every year. But at 
the very least, we must provide such an 
increase for this year. 

Between 1993 and 2001, the Federal ju- 
diciary has received only three out of 
eight proposed cost-of-living adjust- 
ments. Because of Congress’s failure to 
act, judicial pay has declined relative 
to the rest of the economy, and judicial 
independence is threatened. It is time 
we stop allowing judicial pay to dimin- 
ish. 

If we are to preserve the judicial 
independence envisioned by our coun- 
try’s Founders, we must not allow judi- 
cial pay to continue to ebb. Passage of 
this bill would be a small downpay- 
ment on the more meaningful steps we 
need to take to treat judges with the 
respect they deserve. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, at the 
very beginning of the 110th Congress, I 
joined with Senators REID, SPECTER, 
FEINSTEIN, and CORNYN to pass legisla- 
tion to authorize a cost-of-living ad- 
justment, COLA, for the salaries of 
U.S. Justices and judges for fiscal year 
2007. Now as we wrap up this session, 
we are again compelled to take reme- 
dial action, because a COLA for our 
Federal judiciary was not included in 
the continuing resolution for fiscal 
year 2009. 

Earlier today, we attempted to pass a 
bipartisan bill to repeal the section of 
the U.S. Code that is a barrier to Fed- 
eral judges receiving an automatic 
cost-of-living adjustment. The Admin- 
istrative Office of the United States 
Courts notes that when adjusted for in- 
flation the pay rate for Federal judges 
has declined by 25 percent since 1969. In 
1975, Congress enacted the Executive 
Salary Cost-of-Living Adjustment Act, 
intended to give judges, Members of 
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Congress, and other high-ranking exec- 
utive branch officials automatic 
COLAs as accorded other Federal em- 
ployees unless rejected by Congress. 
However, in 1981, Congress enacted sec- 
tion 140 of Public Law 97-92, mandating 
Specific congressional action to give 
COLAs to judges. This action has re- 
sulted in judges failing to receive а 
cost-of-living adjustment when other 
Federal employees have received one. 
Unfortunately, there was an objection 
on the other side of the aisle that pre- 
vented passage of the measure to re- 
peal this antiquated section and to en- 
sure that the wages of our Federal 
judges can keep up with inflation. 

The bipartisan legislation we are now 
trying to move provides a COLA for 
Federal judges consistent with the law 
and with fairness. I hope that this 
measure, providing judges with a COLA 
for fiscal year 2009, can pass by both 
sides of the aisle by unanimous con- 
sent. I had sincerely hoped that we 
could have passed a more comprehen- 
sive judicial pay bill this Congress 
given all the work we dedicated to the 
issue in the Judiciary Committees of 
both the Senate and the House of Rep- 
resentatives but at a minimum we 
should not allow judicial salaries to 
slip even further behind. 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, a 
strong and independent judiciary is es- 
sential to the administration of justice 
in our country. 

It is my understanding that the Sen- 
ate has been unable to clear bipartisan 
legislation introduced by Senators 
REID and MCCONNELL which would re- 
peal the requirement that Congress 
specially authorize a cost-of-living in- 
crease each year for the Federal judici- 
ary. Repealing this provision, which is 
known as section 140, would in essence 
ensure that Federal judges are treated 
in the same manner as Members of 
Congress regarding salary adjustments. 

I am disappointed that this bipar- 
tisan effort is being blocked, but I am 
pleased that the Senate is expected to 
pass another measure, which I have co- 
sponsored, that would provide a cost- 
of-living increase to judges for at least 
the next year. Without this fix, Mem- 
bers of Congress will receive a COLA 
increase in January along with most of 
the Federal workforce, but not the ju- 
diciary. I don’t see any reasonable jus- 
tification for giving Members of Con- 
gress and the Federal workforce a cost- 
of-living increase and denying the judi- 
ciary a similar adjustment. 

There are ongoing discussions about 
the extent we should provide for an 
overall increase in judicial compensa- 
tion, but the issue we are discussing 
today isn’t about making major adjust- 
ments to judicial salaries. I support re- 
forming judicial salaries, and I hope 
the next Congress will be able to pass 
legislation to this end, but in the 
meantime I believe it is important that 
we don’t deny the judiciary a reason- 
able cost-of-living increase. 
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Leaving the judiciary behind would 
be wrongheaded and shortsighted. By 
denying these dedicated public serv- 
ants adequate compensation, we are 
making it more difficult to attract and 
retain judges of the highest caliber. 

I would also like to note my appre- 
ciation for the majority leader's efforts 
to address this issue. Although at- 
tempts to repeal section 140 have 
stalled at this point, I know Senator 
REID, along with Senator LEAHY, are 
committed to ensuring that we main- 
tain а strong judiciary and to enacting 
necessary reforms. I will continue to do 
everything I can to support these ef- 
forts. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read a third time and passed, the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3711) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3711 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 


SECTION 1. COST OF LIVING ADJUSTMENT FOR 
THE FEDERAL JUDICIARY. 

Pursuant to section 140 of Public Law 97- 
92, justices and judges of the United States 
are authorized during fiscal year 2009 to re- 
ceive а salary adjustment in accordance with 
section 461 of title 28, United States Code. 


— 


MAKING A TECHNICAL CORREC- 
TION TO THE PAUL WELLSTONE 
AND PETE DOMENICI MENTAL 
HEALTH PARITY AND ADDICTION 
EQUITY ACT OF 2008 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of S. 3712 introduced earlier 
today by Senator KENNEDY. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A bill (S. 3712) to make technical correc- 
tions in the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domen- 
ici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Eq- 
uity Act of 2008. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed, the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de- 
bate, and that any statements related 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading, was read the third 
time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3712 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
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SECTION 1. TECHNICAL CORRECTION IN MENTAL 
HEALTH PARITY EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Section 512(e)(2)(B) of the Paul Wellstone 
and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and 
Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (subtitle B of 
title V of division C of Public Law 110-348) is 
amended by striking ‘“‘January 1, 2009" and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2010”. 


EE 


SHORT-TERM ANALOG FLASH AND 
EMERGENCY READINESS ACT 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Commerce 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. 3663 and the Senate 
proceed to its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

А bill (S. 3663) to require the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to provide for a 
short-term extension of the analog television 
broadcasting authority so that essential pub- 
lic safety announcements and digital tele- 
vision transition information may be pro- 
vided for a short time during the transition 
to digital television broadcasting. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Mr. President, I 
rise today to discuss a very important 
change that is set to occur all across 
America on February 17, 2009: The final 
switch from analog to digital broadcast 
television called the DTV, or Digital 
TV, Transition. 

In many respects this is not à new 
issue. The wheels have been in motion 
on this change since 2005—spurred by 
the horrible tragedy of September 11th 
which starkly highlighted our des- 
perate need for a national, interoper- 
able communications network. The 
transition to digital TV will free up 
spectrum for public safety use so the 
national emergency communications 
network America needs can be put in 
place. 

But there have been serious concerns 
about our readiness to make the shift 
to digital TV, and several of my col- 
leagues and I have been raising red 
flags about them for years now. Not be- 
cause we believe the change is a mis- 
take, but because we believe that not 
enough has been done to prepare, to 
educate, and to help American con- 
sumers so that the screens on their tel- 
evision sets do not go black 88 days 
from now. 

What is the change from analog to 
digital broadcast? Over-the-air broad- 
casters will send their signal over dig- 
ital spectrum, not analog spectrum 
that is currently used. The change 
won’t affect consumers with cable or 
satellite TV or those who have a con- 
verter box for their older analog TV 
set. And the switch to digital will im- 
prove the definition and clarity of the 
TV picture. 

Why are we making this change? Pri- 
marily to modernize our airwaves and 
use the more efficient digital spectrum 
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for a smarter use of our limited spec- 
trum resources for the public good. The 
change will, again, free up critically 
needed spectrum so that we can move 
toward the nationally interoperable 
public safety communications network 
we need. It will also allow over-the-air 
broadcasters to offer new and innova- 
tive programming and provide new 
spectrum for wireless technologies. 

The DTV Act was enacted as part of 
the Deficit Reduction Act of 2005. It di- 
rects the Federal Communications 
Commission, FCC, to require all full 
power television stations to cease ana- 
log broadcasting following February 17, 
2009. That day is 88 days from now. 
What this means—and let me be very 
clear—is that any consumer with tradi- 
tional analog televisions—regular TV 
sets that use an antenna to get a sig- 
nal—will not be able to watch free, 
over-the-air television without taking 
one of three steps to adapt their TV to 
receive a digital signal. The most com- 
mon and least expensive way that con- 
sumers can adapt their TV will be to 
buy a digital-to-analog converter box 
to hook up to their analog television 
set. While seemingly a highly technical 
issue to some, this is no small matter 
to the 10-13 million Americans who 
might well lose their TV signal on Feb- 
ruary 18th of next year. 

I firmly believe that our Nation is 
not ready to make this transition with- 
out substantially more involvement 
from every level of government, the en- 
tire communications industry, and 
willing community organizations 
across America. At present, most ex- 
perts agree that the transition will un- 
leash a massive amount of consumer 
confusion. And when people are cut off 
from their televisions, it is not just a 
matter of convenience, but it is a mat- 
ter of public safety. We simply cannot 
stand by and let people lose access to 
emergency alerts and public safety 
communications. 

I am especially concerned because 
this transition is going to hit our most 
vulnerable citizens—the poor, the el- 
derly, the disabled, and those with lan- 
guage barriers—the hardest. We risk 
leaving those who are most reliant on 
over-the-air broadcast television for 
their contact with the outside world 
literally in the dark. These consumers 
are disproportionately rural. 

In 2005, the outgoing administration 
and its proponents decided to leave al- 
most all of the implementation of the 
transition to the private sector—broad- 
casters, cable and satellite companies, 
and consumer electronics retailers. 
While there are claims that hundreds 
of millions of private sector dollars 
have been spent making Americans 
aware of the DTV transition, it seems 
that most Americans have no idea 
what it really is even if they have 
heard of it. New surveys suggest more 
consumers are growing aware of the 
transition, but that consumers remain 
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confused about what steps they need to 
take to get ready for it. Consumer Re- 
ports has found that 63 percent have 
major misconceptions about what steps 
they need to take to prepare. 

The recent DTV transition test mar- 
ket of Wilmington, NC demonstrated 
that, even with extraordinary levels of 
outreach, some still did not know any- 
thing about the DTV transition. I 
would note that Wilmington received 
far more attention than any market in 
West Virginia is likely to receive, or 
any other part of the country for that 
matter. 

Even in the test market, several 
thousand people called into the FCC for 
assistance—they could not set up their 
converter box, they could not receive 
certain digital signals, or their anten- 
nae needed adjustment—just to name a 
few of the problems. Consumers, espe- 
cially the elderly and those with lim- 
ited English proficiency, are going to 
need help in managing the transition. 
On February 18, 2009, those thousands 
of calls will become millions. 

There is no question the transition to 
DTV could have and should have been 
far better managed and far better 
planned. But at this point, we must 
focus on fixing it, not laying blame. 

Last night, I asked unanimous con- 
sent for the Senate to take up S. 3663, 
the Short-term Analog Flash and 
Emergency Readiness Act, as amended. 
This piece of legislation will help make 
sure those consumers who fail to make 
the DTV transition by February 17, 
2009 are not left without access to 
emergency information. This bill will 
also allow those consumers to under- 
stand what steps they need to take in 
order to restore their television signals 
by allowing an analog signal to con- 
tinue to be broadcast in each regional 
market for an additional 30 days past 
February 17th. 

Let me be clear: This bill is far from 
a silver bullet that will fix all the prob- 
lems associated with the transition. 

I can assure my colleagues that the 
new Democratic leadership in Congress 
and the White House is committed to 
protecting the American consumer. 
Over the next few months, I will work 
with my colleagues on a more com- 
prehensive plan of action to make sure 
millions of Americans receive the sup- 
port and assistance they need to make 
this transition. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that a Rockefeller 
substitute amendment which is at the 
desk be agreed to; the bill be read a 
third time and passed; the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, with 
no intervening action or debate; and 
any statements related to the bill be 
placed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The amendment (No. 5698) was agreed 
to, as follows: 
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(Purpose: To provide for the short-term 
partial extension of analog broadcasting) 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Short-term 
Analog Flash and Emergency Readiness 
Act". 

SEC. 2. COMMISSION ACTION REQUIRED. 

(а) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission shall, not later 
than January 15, 2009, develop and imple- 
ment a program to encourage and permit, to 
the extent technically feasible and subject to 
such limitations as the Commission finds to 
be consistent with the public interest and 
the requirements of this Act, the broad- 
casting in the analog television service of 
only the public safety information and dig- 
ital transition information specified in sub- 
section (b) during the 30-day period begin- 
ning on the day after the date established by 
law under section 3002(b) of the Digital Tele- 
vision Transition and Public Safety Act of 
2005 for termination of all licenses for full- 
power television stations in the analog tele- 
vision service and the cessation of broad- 
casting by full-power stations in the analog 
television service. 

(b) INFORMATION REQUIRED.— The program 
required by subsection (a) shall provide for 
the broadcast of— 

(1) emergency information, including crit- 
ical details regarding the emergency, as 
broadcast or required to be broadcast by full- 
power stations in the digital television serv- 
ice; 

(2) information, in both English and Span- 
ish, and accessible to persons with disabil- 
ities, concerning— 

(A) the digital television transition, in- 
cluding the fact that a transition has taken 
place and that additional action is required 
to continue receiving television service, in- 
cluding emergenoy notifications; and 

(B) the steps required to enable viewers to 
receive such emergency information via the 
digital television service and to convert to 
receiving digital television service, including 
a phone number and Internet address by 
which help with such transition may be ob- 
tained in both English and Spanish; and 

(3) such other information related to con- 
sumer education about the digital television 
transition or public health and safety or 
emergencies as the Commission may find to 
be consistent with the public interest. 

SEC. 3. LIMITATIONS. 

In designing the program required by this 
Act, the Commission shall— 

(1) take into account market-by-market 
needs, based upon factors such as channel 
and transmitter availability; 

(2) ensure that broadcasting of the pro- 
gram specified in section 2(b) will not cause 
harmful interference with signals in the dig- 
ital television service; 

(3) not require the analog television serv- 
ice signals broadcast under this Act to be re- 
transmitted or otherwise carried pursuant to 
section 325(b), 338, 339, 340, 614, or 615 of the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 325(b), 
338, 339, 340, 614, or 615); 

(4) take into consideration broadcasters’ 
digital power levels and transition and co- 
ordination plans that already have been 
adopted with respect to cable systems and 
satellite carriers’ systems; 

(5) prohibit any broadcast of analog tele- 
vision service signals under section 2(b) on 
any spectrum that is approved or pending ap- 
proval by the Commission to be used for pub- 
lic safety radio services, including television 
channels 14-20; and 

(6 not include the analog spectrum be- 
tween channels 52 and 69, inclusive (between 
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frequencies 698 and 806 megahertz, inclusive) 
reclaimed from analog television broad- 
casting pursuant to section 309(j) of the Com- 
munications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)). 

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Act, the term ‘‘emergency 
information’’ has the meaning such term has 
under part 79 of the regulations of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission (47 C.F.R. 
part 79). 

The bill (S. 3663), as amended, was or- 
dered to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing, was read the third time, and 
passed. 


ee 


AUTHORIZING THE USE OF 
EMANCIPATION HALL 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of H. Con. Res. 435 received from 
the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu- 
tion by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res. 485) 
authorizing the use of Emancipation Hall on 
December 2, 2008, for ceremonies and activi- 
ties held in connection with the opening of 
the Capitol Visitor Center to the public. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur- 
rent resolution be agreed to, the mo- 
tions to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, and that any statements related 
to the concurrent resolution be printed 
in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (H. Con. 
Res. 435) was agreed to. 


EE 


THE ADOPTION OF BLUEFIN TUNA 
CONSERVATION AND MANAGE- 
MENT MEASURES 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Commerce 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration of S. Res. 709 and the 
Senate proceed to its immediate con- 
sideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 709) expressing the 
sense of the Senate that the United States 
should pursue the adoption of bluefin tuna 
conservation and management measures at 
the 16th Special Meeting of the International 
Commission on the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table with no intervening ac- 
tion or debate, and any statements re- 
lated to the resolution be printed in 
the RECORD. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. RES. 709 


Whereas Atlantic bluefin tuna fishery is 
valuable commercially and recreationally in 
the United States and many other countries; 

Whereas the International Convention for 
the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas entered 
into force on March 21, 1969; 

Whereas the Convention established the 
International Commission for the Conserva- 
tion of Atlantic Tunas to coordinate inter- 
national research and develop, implement, 
and enforce compliance of the conservation 
and management recommendations on the 
Atlantic bluefin tuna and other highly mi- 
gratory species in the Atlantic Ocean and 
the adjacent seas, including the Mediterra- 
nean Sea; 

Whereas in 1974, the Commission adopted 
its first conservation and management rec- 
ommendation to ensure the sustainability of 
Atlantic bluefin tuna throughout the Atlan- 
tic Ocean and Mediterranean Sea, while al- 
lowing for the maximum sustainable catch 
for food and other purposes; 

Whereas in 1981, for management purposes, 
the Commission adopted а working hypoth- 
esis of 2 Atlantic bluefin tuna stocks, with 1 
occurring west of 45 degrees west longitude 
(hereinafter referred to as the ‘‘western At- 
lantic stock’’) and the other occurring east 
of 45 degrees west longitude (hereinafter re- 
ferred to as the ‘‘eastern Atlantic and Medi- 
terranean stock"); 

Whereas, despite scientific recommenda- 
tions intended to maintain bluefin tuna pop- 
ulations at levels that will permit the max- 
imum sustainable yield and ensure the fu- 
ture of the stocks, the total allowable catch 
quotas have been consistently set at levels 
significantly higher than the recommended 
levels for the eastern Atlantic and Medi- 
terranean stock; 

Whereas despite the establishment by the 
Commission of fishing quotas based on total 
allowable catch levels for the eastern Atlan- 
tic and Mediterranean bluefin tuna fishery 
that exceed scientific recommendations, 
compliance with such quotas by parties to 
the Convention that harvest that stock has 
been extremely poor, most recently with 
harvests exceeding such total allowable 
catch levels by more than 50 percent for each 
of the last 4 years; 

Whereas insufficient data reporting in 
combination with unreliable national catch 
statistics has frequently undermined efforts 
by the Commission to assign quota overhar- 
vests to specific countries; 

Whereas the failure of many Commission 
members fishing east of 45 degrees west lon- 
gitude to comply with other Commission rec- 
ommendations to conserve and control the 
overfished eastern Atlantic and Mediterra- 
nean bluefin tuna stock has been an ongoing 
problem; 

Whereas the Commission’s Standing Com- 
mittee on Research and Statistics noted in 
its 2006 report that the fishing mortality rate 
for the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
stock may be more than 3 times the level 
that would permit the stock to stabilize at 
the maximum sustainable catch level, and 
continuing to fish at the level of recent 
years ‘‘is expected to drive the spawning bio- 
mass to a very low level" giving “rise to a 
high risk of fishery and stock collapse”; 
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Whereas the Standing Committee's 2008 re- 
port recommended that the annual harvest 
levels for eastern Atlantic and Mediterra- 
nean bluefin tuna be reduced from 32,000 
metric tons to 15,000 metric tons or less to 
halt decline of the resource and initiate re- 
building; 

Whereas the Standing Committee has stat- 
ed that time and area closures could greatly 
facilitate the implementation and moni- 
toring of rebuilding strategies and rec- 
ommended a closure of the Mediterranean 
Sea in May, June, and July, as well as a min- 
imum size limit of 25 kilograms; 

Whereas in 2006, the Commission adopted 
the Recommendation by ICCAT to Estab- 
lsh a Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for 
Bluefin Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean" containing a wide range of 
management, monitoring, and control meas- 
ures designed to facilitate the recovery of 
the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
bluefin tuna stock; 

Whereas the Recovery Plan is inadequate 
and allows overfishing and stock decline to 
continue, and initial information indicates 
that implementation of the plan in 2007 by 
many eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean 
bluefin tuna harvesting countries has been 
poor; 

Whereas since 1981, the Commission has 
adopted additional and more restrictive con- 
servation and management recommenda- 
tions for the western Atlantic bluefin tuna 
Stock, and these recommendations have been 
implemented by Nations fishing west of 45 
degrees west longitude, including the United 
States; 

Whereas despite adopting, fully imple- 
menting, and complying with а science-based 
rebuilding program for the western Atlantic 
bluefin tuna stock by countries fishing west 
of 45 degrees west longitude, catches and 
catch rates remain very low; 

Whereas many scientists believe that mix- 
ing occurs between the western Atlantic 
bluefin tuna stock and the eastern Atlantic 
and Mediterranean stock, and as such, poor 
management and noncompliance with rec- 
ommendations for one stock are likely to 
have an adverse effect on the other stock; 
and 

Whereas additional research on stock mix- 
ing will improve the understanding of the re- 
lationship between eastern and western 
bluefin tuna stocks and other fisheries, 
which will assist in the conservation, recov- 
ery, and management of the species through- 
out its range: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the Senate 
that the United States delegation to the 16th 
Special Meeting of the International Com- 
mission for the Conservation of Atlantic 
Tunas, should— 

(1) pursue a meaningful assessment of 
Commission member compliance with the 
“Recommendation by ICCAT to Establish a 
Multi-Annual Recovery Plan for Bluefin 
Tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterra- 
nean" (Recommendation 06-05), including 
seeking detailed explanations from Commis- 
sion members that have failed to effectively 
implement the terms of the recommenda- 
tion; 

(2) pursue the adoption by the Commission 
of measures designed to eliminate non-com- 
pliance, including, as appropriate, deducting 
a portion of a future quota for a party to 
compensate for such party exceeding its 
quota in prior years, and where appropriate, 
steps should be taken to link non-compli- 
ance with reductions in fishery or market 
access; 

(3) seek a temporary suspension of the 
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin 
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tuna fishery, including all trade, if signifi- 
cant progress toward establishing science- 
based management measures, improving 
monitoring and control measures, and ad- 
dressing compliance issues is not made at 
the Commission this year; 

(4) seek to strengthen the conservation and 
management of the eastern Atlantic and 
Mediterranean bluefin tuna by making rec- 
ommendations to halt the decline of the 
stock and begin to rebuild it, including re- 
ducing annual harvest levels so that they do 
not exceed recommendations of the Standing 
Committee and expanding the time and area 
closure for the Mediterranean purse seine 
fleet to include May, June, and July; and 

(5) pursue additional research on the rela- 
tionship between the western Atlantic and 
eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean bluefin 
tuna stocks and the extent to which the pop- 
ulations intermingle. 


EEE 


CONDEMNING STONING IN 
SOMALIA 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
711, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 711) condemning the 
tragic and senseless death by stoning of a 13- 
year-old girl from Somalia. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. REs. 711 


Whereas a child from Somalia, identified 
as Aisha Ibrahim Duhulow, was raped by 3 
men, and when her family reported the rape 
to authorities of the al-Shabaab militia that 
control the city of Kismayu, Somalia, she 
was accused of adultery and ordered to be 
stoned; 

Whereas, in October 2008, Aisha Ibrahim 
Duhulow was stoned to death by 50 militant 
men before 1,000 witnesses in a public sta- 
dium; 

Whereas al-Shabaab, some of whose mem- 
bers are affiliated with al Qaeda, is a violent 
and brutal extremist group that has used in- 
timidation and committed human rights vio- 
lations to undermine the Transitional Fed- 
eral Government of Somalia and threaten ac- 
tivists in civil society working to bring 
about peace through political dialogue and 
reconciliation; 

Whereas, on February 29, 2008, Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice designated  al- 
Shabaab as a foreign terrorist organization 
pursuant to section 219 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1189) and 
placed the organization on the list of spe- 
cially designated global terrorists estab- 
lished under the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act and initiated under 
Executive Order 18224; 
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Whereas the 2007 Country Report on 
Human Rights Practices in Somalia, re- 
leased on March 11, 2007, by the Department 
of State, cited the ‘‘poor human rights situa- 
tion" in Somalia, including ‘‘unlawful and 
politically motivated killings, official impu- 
nity, and discrimination and violence 
against women"; 

Whereas stoning is а grave and serious vio- 
lation of human rights law, in which the vic- 
tim is killed in an especially brutal way; 

Whereas stoning is practiced particularly 
on girls and women accused of adultery; 

Whereas the United States Commission on 
International Religious Freedom has con- 
demned the death of Aisha Ibrahim Duhulow 
and called on the United States Government 
to join other states in speaking out deci- 
sively in international fora against such 
grave human rights abuses; and 

Whereas the United States Government 
continues to support the efforts of those 
working to transform the troubled region of 
Somalia through commitment to sound 
human rights practices, democratic and rep- 
resentative government, economic recovery, 
and lasting peace and reconciliation: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) condemns the tragic and senseless death 
by stoning of Aisha Ibrahim Duhulow; 

(2) urges the international community to 
join the Senate in speaking out against this 
brutal act; and 

(8) urges the Transitional Federal Govern- 
ment of Somalia— 

(A) to undertake robust efforts to protect 
women and children and to prevent acts of 
institutionalized violence against women in 
Somalia; 

(B) to work to strengthen the rule of law as 
part of the effort by the Transitional Federal 
Government of Somalia to establish its au- 
thority; 

(C) to promote equal and fair treatment of 
women; and 

(D) to end the culture of impunity in So- 
malia. 


Se 


CONGRATULATING THE PHILADEL- 
PHIA PHILLIES ON WINNING THE 
2008 WORLD SERIES 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
712, which was submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 712) congratulating 
the Philadelphia Phillies on winning the 2008 
World Series. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition to submit a resolu- 
tion congratulating the Philadelphia 
Phillies on winning the 2008 World Se- 
ries. On October 29, 2008, the Phillies 
defeated the Tampa Bay Rays 4 to 3 in 
Game 5 to secure a World Series title 
for the first time since 1980 and second 
time in team history. 

This historic victory was the cul- 
mination of a hard-fought 2008 regular 
season and an exhilarating postseason 
run for the Phillies. On September 27, 
the Phillies beat the Washington Na- 
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tionals to clinch the National League 
East Division for the second consecu- 
tive year. They would go on to defeat 
the Milwaukee Brewers and Los Ange- 
les Dodgers in the Division Series and 
National League Championship Series, 
respectively, to advance to their first 
World Series since 1993. 

In the World Series, the Phillies 
faced a young and talented Tampa Bay 
Rays team, led by Manager, and Penn- 
sylvania native, Joe Maddon. With 
strong performances from their start- 
ing pitchers, an outstanding bullpen 
and well-timed hitting, the Phillies 
beat the Rays in five games to clinch 
the title. 

On behalf of the Senate and as an ar- 
dent Phillies fan myself, I congratulate 
the Philadelphia Phillies on winning 
the 2008 World Series and bringing to 
my hometown of Philadelphia a major 
sports championship for the first time 
in 25 years. In particular, I offer my 
heartfelt congratulations to manager 
Charlie Manuel, who, since taking the 
helm as manager in 2005, has guided 
this young Phillies team to become the 
best in Major League Baseball. Further 
due special recognition is 24-year-old 
pitcher Cole Hamels, who was named 
the Most Valuable Player for both the 
National League Championship Series 
and World Series with a 4-0 record and 
1.80 earned run average in the 
postseason. 

Also deserving of much praise are the 
2008 American League Championship 
Rays. Though they had endured 10 con- 
secutive losing seasons and the worst 
record in baseball last season, the Rays 
won their division and the 2008 Amer- 
ican League Championship Series. The 
Rays have a bright future and I wish 
them continued success. 

Finally, and perhaps more impor- 
tantly, I congratulate all Phillies fans, 
who could finally enjoy that parade 
down Broad Street they so well de- 
serve. Philadelphia sports fans have 
consistently demonstrated their love 
for and devotion to Philadelphia teams, 
even after 25 years without winning a 
major sports championship. While we 
have a reputation of being somewhat 
rough around the edges, Philadelphia 
fans are enthusiastic about sports and 
fiercely loyal to our teams. We also 
have a reputation for not resting on 
our laurels and demanding a lot from 
those players and coaches privileged to 
wear our teams’ uniforms. I therefore 
urge my Phillies to keep fighting and 
bring home another title next year. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions, to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 
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S. RES. 712 


Whereas, on October 29, 2008, the Philadel- 
phia Phillies defeated the Tampa Bay Rays 
to win the 2008 World Series; 

Whereas the 4 to 3 Phillies victory in Game 
5 of the Fall Classic secured for Philadelphia 
a World Series title for the first time since 
1980, and for the second time in team his- 
tory; 

Whereas the Tampa Bay Rays deserve con- 
gratulations for a stellar 2008 season, in 
which, after 10 consecutive losing seasons, 
they posted a regular season record of 97—65 
and won the American League Championship 
Series; 

Whereas Tampa Bay Rays Manager and 
Hazelton, Pennsylvania-native Joe Maddon 
established himself as among the premier 
managers in Major League Baseball during 
the 2008 season, and aptly was named Amer- 
ican League Manager of the Year; 

Whereas Philadelphia sports fans have con- 
sistently demonstrated their love for, and 
devotion to, Philadelphia teams, even after 
25 years without winning а major sports 
championship; 

Whereas, since taking the helm as manager 
in 2005, Phillies Manager Charlie Manuel has 
guided the young Phillies team to become 
the best in Major League Baseball; 

Whereas recently retired General Manager 
Pat Gillick, who joined the Phillies in 2006, 
played an integral role in assembling the 
World Series-winning team; 

Whereas 24-year old pitcher Cole Hamels 
was named the Most Valuable Player for 
both the National League Championship Se- 
ries and the World Series, with а 4-0 record 
and 1.80 Earned Run Average in the post-sea- 
Son; 

Whereas starting pitchers Cole Hamels, 
Brett Myers, Joe Blanton, and Souderton, 
Pennsylvania-native Jamie Moyer delivered 
outstanding performances throughout the 
post-season; 

Whereas the Phillies' bullpen distinguished 
itself as among the greatest in Major League 
Baseball, particularly closer Brad Lidge, who 
finished the 2008 season with 48 out of 48 save 
opportunities, including the final game of 
the World Series; 

Whereas the Phillies were led by a talented 
and tough group of players including: 2006 
MVP Ryan Howard; All-Star Chase Utley; 
2007 MVP and 2007 and 2008 Gold Glove win- 
ner Jimmy Rollins; third baseman Pedro 
Feliz; veteran outfielder Pat Burrell; 2008 
Gold Glove winner, the ‘‘Flyin’ Hawaiian", 
Shane Victorino; outfielder Jayson Werth; 
and catcher Carlos Ruiz; 

Whereas numerous reserve players made 
significant contributions to the Phillies’ 
World Series title run, including Geoff Jen- 
kins, Chris Coste, Eric Bruntlett, Greg 
Dobbs, and Matt Stairs; and 

Whereas more than 1,000,000 fans packed 
the streets of Philadelphia on October 31, 
2008 for a parade along Market and Broad 
Streets ending at Citizens Bank Park; 

Now, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) congratulates— 

(A) the Philadelphia Phillies for winning 
the 2008 World Series; 

(B) the Phillies manager, coaches, and sup- 
port staff, whose commitment to the Phillies 
franchise has sustained this proud organiza- 
tion and allowed the team to reach the pin- 
nacle of success in 2008; 

(C) all Phillies fans, whose tenacity, perse- 
verance, and enthusiasm are matched only 
by that of the team to which the fans are 
dedicated; and 
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(D) the Tampa Bay Rays on an outstanding 
2008 season; and 

(2) directs the Secretary of the Senate to 
transmit an enrolled copy of this resolution 
to— 

(A) Phillies manager Charlie Manuel; 

(B) Philies general manager 
Amaro, Jr.; 

(E) Phillies advisor Pat Gillick. 


EE 


CALLING FOR A CEASEFIRE AND 
LASTING SOLUTION TO THE CRI- 
SIS IN THE DEMOCRATIC REPUB- 
LIC OF CONGO 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of S. Res. 718, which was intro- 
duced earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 713) calling on all par- 
ties to the escalating violence in the eastern 
Democratic Republic of Congo to implement 
an immediate ceasefire and work with the 
support of the international community to- 
ward a comprehensive and lasting solution 
to this crisis. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I wish 
to express my deep concern about the 
rapidly deteriorating situation in the 
eastern region of the Democratic Re- 
public of Congo. Over recent weeks, 
eastern Congo has been making inter- 
national headlines since new fighting 
broke out between the Congolese mili- 
tary and rebels loyal to General 
Laurent Nkunda. The rebels overran 
several government military bases and 
major towns as they surrounded the 
strategic city of Goma. Meanwhile, the 
Congolese military—a feckless force 
that often rapes and pillages the very 
people it is meant to protect—re- 
treated, leaving UN peacekeepers to 
fend off the rebels’ advance and at- 
tempt to protect civilians. Fortu- 
nately, the rebels stopped before 
marching on Goma, but the situation 
remains extremely volatile. 

I traveled last year to the very re- 
gion, North Kivu Province, where this 
violence is taking place and saw first- 
hand the grave suffering of people who 
have lived through a decade of conflict 
and humanitarian crisis. The numbers 
are staggering: an estimated 5.4 million 
deaths over the last decade and 1,500 
people still dying each day. In addition, 
millions have been displaced from their 
homes, living in squalid camps where 
children are subject to forced recruit- 
ment and women suffer unspeakable 
levels of sexual violence. 

In my travels to many parts of Africa 
over the years, the suffering of women 
and girls in eastern Congo particularly 
stands out. I met with women and girls 
who had been gang raped, often leaving 
them with irreparable physical and 
psychological damage. I met with 
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women who had lost their husbands, 
their homes, and their livelihoods and 
yet against all odds they refused to 
give up—if only for the sake of their 
children. There may be no worse place 
to be female than eastern Congo. And 
yet it is the strength of these women 
that continues to give hope. 

The renewed fighting in eastern 
Congo is worrisome not only because it 
will further exacerbate this humani- 
tarian tragedy, but also because it 
risks engulfing the neighboring coun- 
tries in a new regional war. Last 
month, the Congolese Government ac- 
cused Rwanda of sending troops across 
the border in support of Nkunda’s 
forces. The rebels in turn have recently 
alleged that Angolan апа even 
Zimbabwean troops are supporting the 
Congolese military. Despite vows by 
these governments to avoid another re- 
gional conflict, tensions remain high. 
It is not hard to imagine a minor inci- 
dent sparking a repeat of 1998 when at 
least six neighboring countries were 
drawn into Congo’s war. 

Such a scenario would destabilize the 
Great Lakes region of Africa. Over re- 
cent years, the United States and our 
international partners have made sig- 
nificant investments—both financial 
and diplomatic—to assist in consoli- 
dating peace and restoring the rule of 
law in this region. No one wants to see 
those investments lost and the 
progress made reversed, and we may 
not have to. If we take bold and stra- 
tegic action now, we can prevent a new 
regional conflict and revive the peace 
process in eastern Congo. 

I was pleased that our top diplomat 
for Africa, Jendayi Frazer, traveled to 
the region with high-level diplomats 
from the UK and France 2 weeks ago. 
In addition, UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon convened an emergency sum- 
mit of regional leaders in Nairobi. But 
this diplomatic engagement must re- 
main consistent and get all key actors, 
including Rwanda, to commit to a 
clear roadmap for implementing the al- 
ready signed peace agreements. To be 
successful, we must also establish mon- 
itoring and verification mechanisms to 
hold the parties accountable and chal- 
lenge the continued culture of impu- 
nity. 

At the same time, while achieving a 
political solution is vital to ending the 
crisis in eastern Congo, the inter- 
national community should also take 
measures to help protect civilians and 
enforce a ceasefire in the short term. 
The UN Secretary General has called 
for an additional 3,000 troops and police 
specially trained and equipped for 
rapid response to reinforce the peace- 
keeping force in Congo, known by its 
French acronym MONUC. The United 
States and other Security Council 
members should act immediately to 
fulfill those requests. In addition, the 
Security Council should clarify 
MONUC’s mandate to prioritize civil- 
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ian protection and conflict prevention 
in the east and ensure it is imple- 
mented equally by all brigades. A re- 
newed MONUC will not only save lives, 
but can also deter military involve- 
ment from neighboring countries. 

Ultimately though, lasting peace in 
eastern Congo and the wider region 
will require measures to transform the 
underlying causes of conflict. The con- 
tinued exploitation of Congo's rich 
mineral base, particularly cassiterite, 
coltan, and gold, makes war a profit- 
able enterprise. The international com- 
munity should work with governments 
in the region to bring greater trans- 
parency and regulation to the trade in 
these minerals. The next administra- 
tion and Congress must look seriously 
at how the United States can con- 
tribute meaningfully to this process as 
it is à critical step toward the larger 
goal of reforming Congo's economic 
and political institutions. 

Congo has vast potential and its sta- 
bility can have a positive impact 
across Africa. We have made notable 
progress in that direction over recent 
years, but we are once again standing 
at a precipice. In the face of a potential 
regional war, we can no longer rely on 
piecemeal tactics and half-measures. It 
is time for a comprehensive and con- 
certed international effort to ensure 
protection and basic rights for all Con- 
go’s people. It is for that reason that 
I am today introducing a resolution 
calling for an immediate ceasefire in 
eastern Congo and a comprehensive so- 
lution to this crisis. I am pleased to in- 
troduce this resolution with the distin- 
guished senior Senator from Kansas, 
who has long been a champion on this 
issue, and I hope our colleagues will 
join us in this urgent plea for peace. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table, with no inter- 
vening action or debate, and that any 
Statements related to the measure be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. RES. 718 

Whereas the Democratic Republic of Congo 
was devastated by civil wars lasting from 
1996 to 1997 and 1998 to 2003, spawning some 
of the world's worst human rights violations 
and involving at least 6 neighboring coun- 
tries; 

Whereas, despite the signing of а peace 
agreement and subsequent withdrawal of for- 
eign forces in 2008, eastern Congo has contin- 
ued to suffer from high levels of poverty, in- 
security, and absent or inadequate institu- 
tions, allowing armed and criminal groups to 
operate freely; 

Whereas continuing abuses committed by 
the national military against civilians in 
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Congo and apparent ties between the mili- 
tary and armed groups in the region have 
tainted attempts to restore the rule of law in 
the eastern region of the country; 

Whereas, according to a study by the Inter- 
national Rescue Committee released in Jan- 
uary 2008, the conflict and related humani- 
tarian crises in the Democratic Republic of 
Congo have taken the lives of an estimated 
5,400,000 people since 1998 and continue to 
cause as many as 45,000 deaths each month; 

Whereas sexual violence and rape remain a 
pervasive tool of warfare used by all parties 
in eastern Congo to terrorize communities, 
affecting hundreds of thousands of women 
and girls and frequently resulting in trau- 
matic fistula and other severe genital inju- 
ries; 

Whereas the continued plunder and trade 
of eastern Congo’s rich mineral base, notably 
cassiterite, coltan, and gold, by armed 
groups and members of the national military 
make war profitable and undermine peace ef- 
forts; 

Whereas the Governments of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda signed 
the Nairobi Communiqué in November 2007, 
committing to work together to address the 
continued activity of the Democratic Forces 
for the Liberation of Rwanda and other 
armed groups operating in their shared bor- 
der region; 

Whereas, on January 23, 2008, with the ac- 
tive support of the international community, 
the Government of the Democratic Republic 
of Congo, and 22 armed groups in the eastern 
region signed the Goma accord, committing 
to an immediate ceasefire and buffer zones 
for troop disengagement and ultimately dis- 
armament; 

Whereas these agreements together pro- 
vided the first working framework in years 
for peace and lasting stability in eastern 
Congo, but a continued culture of impunity 
and suspicion has impeded their implementa- 
tion; 

Whereas the United Nations reported more 
than 200 violations of these agreements be- 
tween January and July of 2008, as well as 
2,000 cases of rape and hundreds of people 
killed; 

Whereas hate speech inciting ethnic vio- 
lence by local and national leaders in Congo 
continued during this period, feeding the 
concerns and perceived insecurity of minor- 
ity Tutsi communities; 

Whereas, since August 28, 2008, fighting has 
resumed in North Kivu Province between the 
national military and the forces of General 
Laurent Nkunda, known as the National 
Congress for the Defense of the People, the 
latter of which has taken control of several 
government military bases and major towns 
around the city of Goma; 

Whereas, according to Human Rights 
Watch, an estimated 250,000 people have been 
forced to flee their homes as a result of this 
renewed fighting in eastern Congo, often 
without access to shelter, water, food, and 
medicine, and adding to the over 1,000,000 
people already displaced from North and 
South Kivu; 

Whereas the United Nations Mission in 
Congo, known by its French acronym 
MONUGC, has proven unable to protect civil- 
ians in light of this new offensive by General 
Nkunda’s forces, causing resentment and 
protests by local communities; 

Whereas allegations of troops from Angola, 
Rwanda, and Zimbabwe crossing into eastern 
Congo have strained existing regional ten- 
sions and increased fears of a wider war that 
could draw other countries from the region 
into the fighting, as happened in 1998; 
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Whereas the United Nations’ Special Rep- 
resentative of the Secretary-General for the 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Alan Doss, 
and United Nations Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon have called for more troops and bet- 
ter capabilities for MONUC to stop the rebel 
offensive and protect civilians; 

Whereas United Nations Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon traveled to Nairobi, Kenya, on 
November 7, 2008, and convened a summit of 
regional leaders, including the heads of state 
of the Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Rwanda, which led to a joint statement call- 
ing for an immediate ceasefire and the cre- 
ation of humanitarian corridors; and 

Whereas, in 2006, Congress passed the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo Relief, Se- 
curity, and Democracy Promotion Act of 
2006, which was signed into law by President 
George W. Bush on December 22, 2006 (Public 
Law 109-456), stating that it is the policy of 
the United States to work for peace and se- 
curity throughout the Democratic Republic 
of Congo by supporting efforts to protect ci- 
vilians, to disarm illegal armed groups, and 
to hold accountable individuals, entities, and 
countries working to destabilize the country: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) condemns the continuing violence, forc- 
ible recruitment of children as soldiers, and 
abuses against civilians in eastern Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo; 

(2) calls on the national military in Congo, 
the National Congress for the Defense of the 
People, and all armed groups operating in 
eastern Congo to cease hostilities, end all 
human rights abuses, and respect an imme- 
diate ceasefire based on the principles of the 
Goma agreement; 

(8) calls on the Government of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo to meet its obliga- 
tions under the Lusaka Agreement of 1999, 
the Pretoria Agreement of 2002, and the 
Nairobi Communiqué of 2007 to take action 
to end the threat posed by the Democratic 
Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda; 

(4) calls on the Governments of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Congo and Rwanda— 

(A) to fully restore bilateral relations; 

(B) to work together to mitigate escalating 
tensions in the region; and 

(C) to break any ties that still exist be- 
tween them and illegal armed groups in east- 
ern Congo; 

(5) calls on all governments in the Great 
Lakes region of Africa and those of the 
Southern African Development Community 
to support a peaceful resolution to the crisis 
while ensuring that the volatile situation 
does not spark a wider regional war; 

(6) supports the efforts of the United Na- 
tions Secretary-General, his newly appointed 
United Nations Special Envoy, former Presi- 
dent of Nigeria Olusegun Obasanjo, and the 
international facilitation team to bring all 
parties to the negotiating table and establish 
a clear roadmap to implement the signed 
peace agreements; 

(7) encourages the international commu- 
nity to take immediate measures to enhance 
the effectiveness of the United Nations Mis- 
sion in Congo to protect civilians, specifi- 
cally through increased troops and addi- 
tional capabilities as requested by the Sec- 
retary-General; 

(8) urges the President to sustain high- 
level diplomatic engagement together with 
the African Union, the European Union, and 
the United Nations to avert a wider regional 
war and revive a comprehensive peace proc- 
ess in eastern Congo; 

(9) urges the United States and the inter- 
national community to develop and support 
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monitoring and verification mechanisms 
that can hold the parties in Congo account- 
able to the signed peace agreements, inves- 
tigate alleged ceasefire violations, and ulti- 
mately challenge the continued culture of 
impunity in Congo; and 

(10) urges the President and the inter- 
national community to adopt measures to 
help the regional governments to identify 
and ultimately address the factors under- 
lying the conflict in eastern Congo, espe- 
cially weak governance and the exploitation 
of the region’s lucrative minerals. 


HONORING THE FIREFIGHTERS 
AND EMERGENCY WORKERS IN 
CALIFORNIA IN 2008 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of S. Res. 714, which was sub- 
mitted earlier today by Senator BOXER. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 714) honoring the fire- 
fighters and emergency workers who coura- 
geously fought fires in California in 2008. 


There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, with no intervening ac- 
tion or debate, and that any state- 
ments related to the resolution be 
printed in the RECORD at the appro- 
priate place as if read. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. REs. 714 


Whereas, in 2008, there have been more 
than 10,000 wildfires in California started by 
natural causes and human activity; 

Whereas more than 1,440,000 acres of Fed- 
eral, State, and local land in California 
burned in 2008; 

Whereas, in June 2008, fires started by 
lightning strikes burned approximately 
1,200,000 acres of Federal, State, and local 
land in California, making the June fires the 
largest single wildfire event in California’s 
recorded history; 

Whereas 41 counties across California were 
impacted by wildfires in 2008; 

Whereas more than 1,400 homes were de- 
stroyed by fires in California in 2008; 

Whereas State and local firefighters have 
been called to duty for increasingly long fire 
seasons, working on the front lines of these 
fires for weeks; 

Whereas firefighters have risked their lives 
and endured great hardship to protect lives, 
property, and the environment in California; 

Whereas many firefighters were injured 
and 14 firefighters tragically lost their lives 
in California in 2008; 

Whereas 25,000 firefighters and emergency 
response personnel from California, 41 other 
States, and other nations worked side-by- 
side to fight the wildfires; 
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Whereas members of the National Guard 
from California and other States provided es- 
sential support to the firefighting effort; and 

Whereas the people of California and the 
United States recognize the steadfast dedica- 
tion of the firefighters throughout the ongo- 
ing fire suppression and subsequent repair 
and rebuilding efforts: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) commends the firefighters and emer- 
gency workers from California, 41 other 
States, and other nations for their coura- 
geous actions and sacrifices in fighting 
wildfires in California; 

(2) supports the continued work of fire- 
fighters to protect National Forest System 
land, other public lands, and private prop- 
erty from further damage; 

(3) praises the people of California for their 
great courage in the face of the fires; and 

(4) extends heartfelt sympathy to the peo- 
ple who have lost loved ones, homes, and 
businesses in the wildfires. 


SENATE NATIONAL SECURITY 
WORKING GROUP 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of S. Res. 715, submitted earlier 
today. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 


The legislative clerk read as follows: 


A resolution (S. Res. 715) extending the au- 
thority for the Senate National Security 
Working Group. 


There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table, and that any 
statements relating to the resolutione 
be printed in the RECORD, without fur- 
ther intervening action or debate. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to, as follows: 


S. RES. 715 


Resolved, 'That Senate Resolution 105 of the 
One Hundred First Congress, 1st session 
(agreed to on April 18, 1989), as amended by 
Senate Resolution 149 of the One Hundred 
Third Congress, 1st session (agreed to on Oc- 
tober 5, 1993), as further amended by Senate 
Resolution 75 of the One Hundred Sixth Con- 
gress, lst session (agreed to on March 25, 
1999), as further amended by Senate Resolu- 
tion 383 of the One Hundred Sixth Congress, 
2d session (agreed to on October 27, 2000), as 
further amended by Senate Resolution 355 of 
the One Hundred Seventh Congress, 2d ses- 
sion (agreed to on November 18, 2002), as fur- 
ther amended by Senate Resolution 480 of 
the One Hundred Eighth Congress, 2d session 
(agreed to November 20, 2004), and as further 
amended by Senate Resolution 625 of the One 
Hundred Ninth Congress, 2d Session (agreed 
to on December 6, 2006), is further amended 
in section 4 by striking ‘‘2008’’ and inserting 
*:2010". 
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REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF SE- 
CRECY—TREATY DOCUMENT NO. 
110-23 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, as in 
executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that the injunction of secrecy 
be removed from the following treaty 
transmitted to the Senate on Novem- 
ber 20, 2008, by the President of the 
United States: Investment Treaty with 
Rwanda, Treaty Document No. 110-23. I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the treaty be considered as having been 
read the first time; that it be referred, 
with accompanying papers, to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations and or- 
dered to be printed; and that the Presi- 
dent’s message be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The message of the President is as 
follows: 


To the Senate of the United States: 

I transmit herewith, with a view to 
receiving the advice and consent of the 
Senate to ratification, the Treaty be- 
tween the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government 
of the Republic of Rwanda Concerning 
the Encouragement and Reciprocal 
Protection of Investment, signed at 
Kigali on February 19, 2008. I transmit 
also, for the information of the Senate, 
the report prepared by the Department 
of State with respect to the Treaty. 

This is the first bilateral investment 
treaty (BIT) concluded between the 
United States and a sub-Saharan Afri- 
can country since 1998. The Treaty will 
help to promote cross-border invest- 
ment by providing legal protections for 
investors of each country for their in- 
vestments in the other country. The 
Treaty underscores the shared commit- 
ment of both countries to open invest- 
ment and trade policies. 

Rwanda has opened its economy, im- 
proved its business climate, and em- 
braced trade and investment as a 
means to boost economic development 
and help alleviate poverty. The U.S.- 
Rwanda BIT will reinforce these ef- 
forts. 

The Treaty is fully consistent with 
U.S. policy to secure protections for 
U.S. investment abroad and to welcome 
foreign investment in the United 
States. Under this Treaty, the Parties 
agree to accord national treatment and 
most-favored nation treatment to in- 
vestments. They also agree to cus- 
tomary international law standards for 
expropriation and for the minimum 
standard of treatment. The Treaty in- 
cludes detailed provisions regarding 
the payment of prompt, adequate, and 
effective compensation in the event of 
expropriation; free transfer of funds re- 
lated to investment; freedom of invest- 
ment from specified performance re- 
quirements; prohibitions on nation- 
ality based restrictions for the hiring 
of senior managers; and the oppor- 
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tunity for investors to resolve disputes 
with a host government through inter- 
national arbitration. The Treaty also 
includes extensive transparency obliga- 
tions with respect to national laws and 
regulations and commitments to trans- 
parency in dispute settlement. The 
Parties also recognize that it is inap- 
propriate to encourage investment by 
weakening or reducing the protections 
afforded in domestic environmental 
and labor laws. 

I recommend that the Senate give 
early and favorable consideration to 
the Treaty and give its advice and con- 
sent to ratification. 

GEORGE W. BUSH. 
THE WHITE HOUSE, November 20, 2008. 


EE 
APPOINTMENT 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the President pro 
tempore, pursuant to Public Law 106- 
398, as amended by Public Law 108-7, in 
accordance with the qualifications 
specified under section 1238(b)(3)(E) of 
Public Law 106-398, and upon the rec- 
ommendation of the Majority Leader, 
in consultation with the chairmen of 
the Senate Committee on Armed Serv- 
ices and the Senate Committee on Fi- 
nance, reappoints the following indi- 
vidual to the United States-China Eco- 
nomic Security Review Commission: 
Mr. Peter Videnieks of Virginia, for a 
term beginning January 1, 2009 and ex- 
piring December 31, 2010. 


EE 


TRIBUTES TO RETIRING 
SENATORS 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order from 
September 27 regarding tributes to re- 
tiring Senators be modified so that 
Senators be permitted to submit such 
tributes for inclusion in a Senate docu- 
ment until Friday, December 12, 2008. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


= 


APPOINTMENTS AUTHORITY 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith- 
standing the upcoming recess or ad- 
journment of the Senate, the President 
of the Senate, the President pro tem- 
pore, and the majority and minority 
leaders be authorized to make appoint- 
ments to commissions, committees, 
boards, conferences or interparliamen- 
tary conferences authorized by law, by 
concurrent action of the two Houses or 
by order of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


se 


ORDERS FOR MONDAY, NOVEMBER 
24, 2008, THROUGH MONDAY, DE- 
CEMBER 8, 2008 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen- 
ate completes its business today, it 
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Stand in recess until the following days 
and times for pro forma sessions only, 
with no business being conducted: Mon- 
day, November 24 at 9:30 a.m.; Wednes- 
day, November 26 at 10 a.m.; Saturday, 
November 29 at 2 p.m.; Tuesday, De- 
cember 2 at 10:30 a.m.; and Friday, De- 
cember 5 at 11 a.m.; and that when the 
Senate recesses on Friday, it stand in 
recess until 3 p.m., Monday, December 
8; that following the prayer and pledge, 
the Journal of proceedings be approved 
to date, the time for the two leaders be 
reserved for their use later in the day, 
and the Senate proceed to а period of 
morning business for up to 1 hour, with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


ЫЫ 
PROGRAM 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, over 
the next few weeks, Senators will be 
continuing to negotiate a bill to pro- 
vide assistance to the auto industry. If 
an agreement is reached—for the infor- 
mation of the Members—the Senate 
will turn to its consideration when the 
Senate returns on December 8. 

That is a message from the majority 
leader, Senator REID. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL MONDAY, 
NOVEMBER, 24, 2008, AT 9:30 A.M. 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, if there 
is no further business to come before 
the Senate, I ask unanimous consent 
that it stand in recess under the pre- 
vious order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:03 p.m., recessed until Monday, No- 
vember 24, 2008, at 9:30 a.m. 


— Pn _ 


NOMINATIONS 


Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 
FOREIGN SERVICE 


THE FOLLOWING-NAMED CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE INTERNATIONAL BROAD- 
CASTING BUREAU FOR PROMOTION INTO THE SENIOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE TO THE CLASSES INDICATED: 


CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, 
CLASS OF COUNSELOR, AND CONSULAR OFFICER AND 
SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA: 


DAVID J. STRAWMAN, OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE ARMY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be major general 
BRIG. GEN. JAMES E. ROGERS 


—— € — 


DISCHARGED NOMINATIONS 


The Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations was discharged from further 
consideration of the following nomina- 
tions and the nominations were con- 
firmed: 
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FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH 
ASIF J. CHAUDHRY AND ENDING WITH ALAN D. HRAPSKY, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NO- 
VEMBER 17, 2008. 


The Senate Committee on Сош- 
merce, Science, and Transportation 
was discharged from further consider- 
ation of the following nomination and 
the nomination was confirmed: 


COAST GUARD NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CAP- 
TAIN JOHN H. KORN AND ENDING WITH CAPTAIN MI- 
CHAEL N. PARKS, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED 
BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON SEPTEMBER 9, 2008. 


The Senate Committee on Сош- 
merce, Science, and Transportation 
was discharged from further consider- 
ation of the following nominations and 
the nominations were confirmed: 


NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRA- 
TION NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KYLE W. RYAN AND 
ENDING WITH RYAN A. WARTICK, WHICH NOMINATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON OCTOBER 1, 2008. 


NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRA- 
TION NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ANDREW R. 
COLEGROVE AND ENDING WITH FAITH C. OPATRNY, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON OC- 
TOBER 1, 2008. 


The Senate Committee on the Judici- 
ary was discharged from further con- 
sideration of the following nomination 
and the nomination was confirmed: 


RICARDO H. HINOJOSA, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2013. 


The Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations was discharged from further 
consideration of the following nomina- 
tion and the nomination was con- 
firmed: 


GENE ALLAN CRETZ, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER MEM- 
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN- 
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO LIBYA. 


The Senate Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nominations and the 
nominations were confirmed: 


DOUGLAS D. RANDALL, OF MISSOURI, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

RAY M. BOWEN, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUN- 
DATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

FRANCE A. CORDOVA, OF INDIANA, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

G. P. PETERSON, OF COLORADO, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

BARBARA ERNST PREY, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A MEM- 
BER OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE ARTS FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 3, 2014. 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING 
WITH MATTHEW T. MCKENNA AND ENDING WITH JOHN I. 
YOUNG, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE 
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON OCTOBER 1, 2008. 


PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING 
WITH PAUL J. ANDREASON AND ENDING WITH ELAINE C. 
WOLFF, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE 
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 


The Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nominations and the 
nominations were confirmed: 


ALFRED S. IRVING, JR., OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM- 
BIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM 
OF FIFTEEN YEARS. 
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KATHRYN A. OBERLY, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT OF CO- 
LUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN 
YEARS. 


SEE 


CONFIRMATIONS 


Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate, Thursday, November 20, 
2008: 


IN THE COAST GUARD 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES COAST GUARD TO THE GRADE IN- 
DICATED UNDER TITLE 14, U.S.C. SECTION 271: 


To be rear admiral (lower half) 


CAPTAIN JOHN H. KORN 
CAPTAIN WILLIAM D. LEE 
CAPTAIN CHARLES D. MICHEL 
CAPTAIN ROY A. NASH 
CAPTAIN MICHAEL N. PARKS 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


GENE ALLAN CRETZ, OF NEW YORK, A CAREER MEM- 
BER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUN- 
SELOR, TO BE AMBASSADOR EXTRAORDINARY AND 
PLENIPOTENTIARY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
TO LIBYA. 


NATIONAL FOUNDATION ON THE ARTS AND THE 
HUMANITIES 


BARBARA ERNST PREY, OF NEW YORK, TO BE A MEM- 
BER OF THE NATIONAL COUNCIL ON THE ARTS FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING SEPTEMBER 3, 2014. 


NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUNDATION 


DOUGLAS D. RANDALL, OF MISSOURI, TO BE A MEMBER 
OF THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

RAY M. BOWEN, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE FOUN- 
DATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

FRANCE A. CORDOVA, OF INDIANA, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 

G. P. PETERSON, OF COLORADO, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE NATIONAL SCIENCE BOARD, NATIONAL SCIENCE 
FOUNDATION, FOR A TERM EXPIRING MAY 10, 2014. 


THE JUDICIARY 


ALFRED S. IRVING, JR., OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM- 
BIA, TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE SUPERIOR 
COURT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA FOR THE TERM 
OF FIFTEEN YEARS. 

KATHRYN A. OBERLY, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 
TO BE AN ASSOCIATE JUDGE OF THE DISTRICT OF CO- 
LUMBIA COURT OF APPEALS FOR THE TERM OF FIFTEEN 
YEARS. 


UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION 


RICARDO H. HINOJOSA, OF TEXAS, TO BE A MEMBER OF 
THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMISSION FOR A 
TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2013. 

WILLIAM B. CARR, JR., OF PENNSYLVANIA, TO BE A 
MEMBER OF THE UNITED STATES SENTENCING COMMIS- 
SION FOR A TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 31, 2011. 


FOREIGN SERVICE 


FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH 
ASIF J. CHAUDHRY AND ENDING WITH AALAN D. 
HRAPSKY, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE 
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 


NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC 
ADMINISTRATION 


NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRA- 
TION NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KYLE W. RYAN AND 
ENDING WITH RYAN A. WARTICK, WHICH NOMINATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON OCTOBER 1, 2008. 

NATIONAL OCEANIC AND ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRA- 
TION NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ANDREW R. 
COLEGROVE AND ENDING WITH FAITH C. OPATRNY, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON OC- 
TOBER 1, 2008. 


PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE 


PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING 
WITH MATTHEW T. MCKENNA AND ENDING WITH JOHN I. 
YOUNG, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE 
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON OCTOBER 1, 2008. 

PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING 
WITH PAUL J. ANDREASON AND ENDING WITH ELAINE C. 
WOLFF, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE 
SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 


A TRIBUTE TO BISHOP EUGENE J. 
BLOUNT 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Bishop Eugene J. 
Blount. Bishop Blount has, from an early age, 
always placed a devotion to community better- 
ment and a passion for Christ and his church 
at the forefront of every endeavor he has un- 
dertaken. 

Bishop Eugene J. Blount, in 1990, joined 
the Elim International Fellowship, where he in- 
troduced a renewed enthusiasm for the scrip- 
tures and an appreciation for the supernatural, 
serving in the prophetic ministry as one of the 
"King's Seers" and as Chief of Staff in the full 
time ministry under the leadership of Arch- 
bishop Wilbert S. McKinley, where he molded 
and implemented the mission of the church. 

Bishop Eugene J. Blount, an outstanding 
and well-respected member of the Brooklyn 
clergy, will undoubtedly prove to be a tremen- 
dous asset to the Bedford-Stuyvesant commu- 
nity as he is consecrated as a Bishop of the 
Elim International Fellowship. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Bishop Eugene J. Blount for his extraordinary 
accomplishments and to congratulate him on 
his consecration at the Elim International Fel- 
lowship. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Bishop Eugene J. 
Blount. 


HONORING IWAN SHULJAK 
HON. MARCY KAPTUR 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. КАРТОН. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to recognize Iwan Shuljak of Cleveland, Ohio 
who passed away October 6, 2008. This 
record stands as first published in the Ukrain- 
ian Weekly, November 2, 2008, written by An- 
drew Fedynsky. In addition to this beautiful 
narrative of the life of Iwan Shuljak, | fondly 
remember his warm smile and welcoming 
heart. He will be missed by his family, friends 
and the entire Ukrainian-American community. 
May his generous and loving spirit be com- 
fortable at its final resting place. 

"This is a fairytale, only the story is true. 
And because it's true, it ends with death, but 
it's a fairytale and therefore has a happy end- 
ing. Its about an elderly man who devoted his 
life to Ukrainian Culture and how the global 
village cared for him. 

| first met Iwan Schuljak in the early 1960s 
at the Plast Scouting Home in Cleveland 


where he was the live-in caretaker. Twenty- 
five years later, he was still there when | re- 
turned to Cleveland to become director of the 
Ukrainian Museum-Archives (UMA), which had 
purchased the building from Plast. 

In 1987 the UMA was adrift. Having been in 
the Tremont neighborhood for a century, the 
Ukrainian community left for the suburbs after 
highway construction demolished half the 
houses and nearby factories were closing. 
UMA leaders had either passed away or re- 
tired. And so, a staggering collection of memo- 
rabilia, documents, books and artifacts was 
sitting neglected in an aging wooden building 
in a neighborhood where the major industry 
had become arson and insurance fraud. 

Mr. Schuljak lived in a spare room on the 
second floor. Invariably, he sat on the porch 
reading or prowled the streets of Tremont to 
let people know the UMA was viable and 
someone was caring for it. In the winter he 
shoveled the snow; in the summer, he mowed 
the grass; throughout the year, he cleaned 
and was there to welcome the occasional vis- 
itor. 

| was 39 years old and ready for a change 
after nearly a decade on Capitol Hill. My father 
had been UMA director and | felt an obligation 
to help preserve his legacy. And so, with old 
friends like Ihor Kowalysko and new ones like 
Моако Storozynsky, we started working on 
the collection and raising the profile of the in- 
stitution. 

At the age of 76, Mr. Schuljak welcomed the 
changes and made appropriate accommoda- 
tions. He announced that he was now restrict- 
ing his garlic to weekends only and told me 
that | was to avoid it altogether. People were 
noticing, he said, and we had to present a cer- 


tain image. 
Before long, the world around us changed 
dramatically: communism collapsed апа 


Tremont began gentrifying. The arsonists went 
to jail, and urban pioneers were restoring his- 
toric buildings, opening art galleries, coffee 
shops and restaurants. Developers built town- 
houses and condominiums. And the UMA was 
part of all that, with young volunteers and 
board members. Throughout, Mr. Schuljak 
was a mainstay: not only a caretaker, but also 
an advisor, a confidant and a beloved figure in 
the neighborhood. 

He had a thousand stories: you know the 
guy at the Friendly Bar with no fingers on his 
left hand? Back in the 1930s, the NKVD de- 
manded he turn his gold over to the state. He 
didn't have any, he said, so they chopped off 
a finger and kept on until they were finally per- 
suaded he was telling the truth ... The 
macabre punch line: the joke was on them! He 
had the gold all along, and it’s still there, bur- 
ied in the ground. The guy hated the Com- 
munists so much he wouldn’t give them the 
satisfaction. 

Well, Mr. Schuljak, the son of farmers, 
hated them too. When communism came and 
with it collectivization and famine, he became 


a “class enemy.” Arrested and brutally interro- 
gated, he carried scars the rest of his life 
where a Chekist cracked his skull with a re- 
volver, depriving him of hearing in his right 
ear. 

Once the Terror subsided, Mr. Schuljak was 
released to work on the railroad. When the 
Nazis invaded in 1941, he, along with 2 million 
other Ukrainians, was forced to work in the 
German economy. His blue and white OST 
patch identifying him as a slave is now part of 
the UMA collection. When the war ended, Mr. 
Schuljak wisely decided to immigrate to Amer- 
ica. There, he maintained contact with his 
family, exchanging letters and phone calls, 
sending them money. 

As he reached his mid-80s, Mr. Schuljak 
was slowing down and the village in Cleveland 
began to pay attention to his plight. Daria 
Sopka, who worked at the UMA, signed him 
up for the Cuyahoga County Passport Pro- 
gram for the elderly. Lida, a young immigrant 
from Lviv, assisted Mr. Schuljak with everyday 
needs, shopping, etc. At MetroHealth, nurses, 
doctors and Ukrainian interpreters knew him 
by name. 

Then in January 2007, he slipped and broke 
his leg. The leg healed, but at 95, he could no 
longer live unassisted and Myron Pakush— 
also with the UMA—arranged for him to be 
admitted to Avon Oaks, a nursing home 
owned and operated by the Reidys, Ukrainian 
Americans from Lorain County. 

Not having heard from him for some time, 
Mr. Schuljak’s family became concerned and 
called. When they learned what had hap- 
pened, they immediately offered to take care 
of him in Ukraine. Well, Avon Oaks is a gra- 
cious and caring community and he had reg- 
ular visitors, especially Father John 
Nakonachny from St. Vladimirs Cathedral, but 
it was still a nursing home and Mr. Schuljak 
was ecstatic at the prospect of “going home.” 

But there was a problem: he had never be- 
come an American citizen and since Ukraine 
did not exist when he was born, he wasn’t a 
citizen of that country either. So he couldn't 
get a passport. 

| explained the situation to Ukraine’s ambas- 
sador to the U.S., Dr. Oleh Shamshur, who di- 
rected his consular office to help. To establish 
that Mr. Schuljak had been born in what is 
today Ukraine, his relatives retrieved his birth 
certificate from 1911. He also needed an up- 
dated “green card.” Alerted to the urgency of 
his case, the Department of Homeland Secu- 
rity turned things around in less than a week. 
Ukraine’s honorary consul for Ohio, Andrew 
Futey, and Roman Andarak at the Embassy in 
D.C. did the rest and earlier this year, Mr. 
Schuljak became a Ukrainian citizen. In June, 
accompanied by Ihor Mychkovsky, he arrived 
in Kyiv to meet his relatives. His life had come 
full circle. 

Because he was nobody’s responsibility, Mr. 
Schuljak became everyone’s. People all over 
helped out, making amends, in a way, for how 
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brutally he'd been treated in the first half of his 
life and repaying him in part for his dedication 
and selflessness. He died on October 6, and 
is buried within walking distance of where he 
was born." 


Se 


HONORING ROBERT AYERS GOULD, 
SR. 


HON. JEB HENSARLING 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. HENSARLING. Madam Speaker, today | 
would like to honor Mr. Robert Ayers Gould, 
Sr. on the occasion of his retirement after 
twelve years of service on the City Council of 
Athens, Texas, where he has overseen many 
projects benefiting his community. 

After graduating from Athens High School in 
1957, Bob joined the United States Navy 
where he served aboard the USS Coral Sea. 
Following an Honorable Discharge, he re- 
turned to Athens where he opened the Gould 
Insurance Agency in 1962, which he has 
owned and operated for over forty years. 

Among his many civic activities, Bob has 
been the Director and Vice-President of the 
Athens Chamber of Commerce, Co-Founder 
of the Texas High School Basketball Hall of 
Fame, and the Charter Director for the Hen- 
derson County YMCA. He has also received 
many awards from his community including 
the Roadhand Award from the Texas Highway 
Commission and the Athens Citizen of the 
Year Award in 1984. 

In addition to faithfully serving his commu- 
nity, Bob is a husband to Mrs. Peggy Lorene 
Lubben Gould, and father of four children: 
Robert Jr., Joseph, Patricia, and Mary. 

| want to recognize Bob for his service and 
commitment to his community. Due to Bob’s 
leadership in the city and throughout the busi- 
ness community, Athens remains a strong, 
supportive, and vibrant community. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the 5th Dis- 
trict of Texas, it is my pleasure to congratulate 
Mr. Robert Ayers Gould, Sr. on his retirement 
from the City Council and thank him for a job 
well done. 


— 


HONORING PHILADELPHIA’ S 
PLEASE TOUCH MUSEUM 


HON. CHAKA FATTAH 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, an extraor- 
dinary win-win development has recently ex- 
panded and enriched the cultural scene in the 
City of Philadelphia. And it is thrilling for 
countless youngsters across our region. 

Philadelphia has always been remarkable 
for its museum experiences, from the Philadel- 
phia Museum of Art, the Franklin Institute, the 
Academy of Natural Sciences, to museums 
that interpret the history and origins of our na- 
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tion and liberty, museums that extol the expe- 
riences of African Americans, Jewish Ameri- 
cans, Polish Americans and many, many 
more. 

But there is nothing quite like the Please 
Touch Museum for hands-on, visceral (and 
subtly educational) appeal to our youngest 
and most curious citizens. Please Touch has 
been the must-stop for youngsters and young- 
at-heart adults since it opened in 1976 not far 
from Philadelphia’s museum-chocked Ben- 
jamin Franklin Parkway. Its name was Rule 
One. Everything was up-close and available. 
No longer did parents have to tell their kids, 
"Don't touch that!” Please Touch moved and 
expanded several times, but inevitably, its 
popularity outpaced every new location. 

Meanwhile stately Memorial Hall, grand icon 
and last vestige of the world-shattering 1876 
Centennial Exhibition, stood almost unused 
and slowly deteriorating in Fairmount Park, a 
few miles to the west. 

Under the leadership of President and CEO 
Nancy Kolb, the search for a new home for 
Please Touch began in earnest a decade ago. 
When a riverfront plan failed to materialize, 
the search turned to Memorial Hall. A land- 
mark agreement among the City of Philadel- 
phia, the Fairmount Park Commission and 
Please Touch resulted in an 80-year lease 
signed in 2005, and the project was underway. 

On October 18, 2008, the "new" Memorial 
Hall, fresh from an $88 million renovation, 
opened its doors as home for the dramatically 
expanded, 38,000 square foot Please Touch 
Museum. At the same time, Please Touch 
won coveted accreditation by the American 
Association of Museums, one of just 775 insti- 
tutions out of the nation's 17,500 museums to 
be currently accredited. 

Please Touch now joins the nearby Phila- 
delphia Zoo and other attractions—as well as 
Fairmount Park itself—in the exciting Centen- 
nial District of West Philadelphia. The October 
18 official opening drew a record attendance, 
and the crowds keep on coming—to ride the 
century-old restored carousel or the monorail, 
to "drive" a kid-size SEPTA bus, to "shop" in 
a scaled down ShopRite grocery store (com- 
plete with checkout counters), to float water 
duckies, to visit Fairytale Garden and Alice's 
wonderland adventures. . . 

And always, always to “Please Touch.” 


EE 
TRIBUTE TO SAN BERNARDINO 
VALLEY COLLEGE TRUSTEES 


CHUCK BEEMAN AND ALLEN 
GRESHAM 


HON. JERRY LEWIS 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, | 
would like today to pay special tribute to San 
Bernardino Community College District Trust- 
ees Chuck Beeman and Allen Gresham, who 
over the past several decades have overseen 
the rapid growth and maturing of the major 
community colleges in my district in California. 

A respected attorney in San Bernardino 
County, Allen Gresham was first elected as 
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college trustee in 1971 and is now the third- 
longest-serving in California. Chuck Beeman, 
a retired pharmacist and owner of Beeman’s 
Pharmacy, was appointed to the board in 
1983. The two men are leaving the board this 
year after a combined 62 years of public serv- 
ice. 

While they have been on the board, the dis- 
trict's two campuses have grown signifi- 
cantly—now serving more than 18,000 stu- 
dents with nearly 500 full- and part-time fac- 
ulty members. Since Allen Gresham joined the 
board, more than 150,000 students have re- 
ceived degrees and certificates. The two cam- 
puses—San Bernardino Valley College and 
Crafton Hills College—have two of the most 
diverse student bodies in California. 


As the student body has grown, Mr. Gresh- 
am and Mr. Beeman have led the board of 
trustees in meeting their needs through a con- 
tinuing building program that has expanded 
and significantly modernized both campuses. 
With the help of Federal Emergency Manage- 
ment Agency earthquake mitigation funding, 
Valley College has completely remade its cen- 
tral facilities, building a new library, Health and 
Human Sciences Building, administration 
building and a 37,000-square-foot Campus 
Center. A new art building with a modern gal- 
lery—named in honor of Clara and Allen 
Gresham for their devotion to art—opened last 
year. 


At Crafton Hills College, ground was re- 
cently broken for a new library and learning 
resource center, as well as a new swimming 
center. The district has also built a new central 
headquarters at the former Norton Air Force 
Base and upgraded facilities for its public-ac- 
cess television and radio station, KVCR— 
which provides the only broadcast local news 
for San Bernardino County. In addition, the 
college district has opened a nationally-recog- 
nized academy at the former air base to give 
firefighters hands-on training in dealing with jet 
fuel and aircraft fires. 


Madam Speaker, wary California taxpayers 
have turned back construction bond measures 
for many cities and school districts in recent 
years. But thanks in large part to the leader- 
ship of Allen Gresham and Chuck Beeman, 
San Bernardino County taxpayers gave solid 
approval to a $190 million bond in 2002 and 
a $500 million bond just this year to continue 
the expansion of these fine college campuses. 


In addition to academic excellence, the col- 
lege district has won intercollegiate athletics 
championships in many sports. These accom- 
plishments have especially delighted Chuck 
Beeman, who came within a fraction of a sec- 
ond of qualifying for the 1956 U.S. Olympic 
team and taught track at Valley College for 
many years. The college's track was named in 
Mr. Beeman's honor last year. 


Madam Speaker, Allen Gresham and Chuck 
Beeman can look back with pride as they 
come to the end of their time on the San 
Bernardino Community College District Board 
of Trustees. Please join me in saluting them 
for their decades of service to education and 
our community and wishing them well in their 
future endeavors. 


November 20, 2008 
EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. KENNY C. HULSHOF 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. HULSHOF. Madam Speaker, consistent 
with the Republican leadership's policy on ear- 
marks, | am requesting funding for Special 
Operations Forces Advanced Mission Planning 
Tools in fiscal year 2009, in H.R. 2638, De- 
partment of Homeland Security Appropriations 
Act, 2008, Continuing Resolution, from ac- 
count 31 0603003A Aviation Advanced Tech- 
nology. The entity to receive funding for this 
project is the Westar Aerospace & Defense 
Group, Inc., 4 Research Park Drive, St. 
Charles, MO 63304-5685. The funding would 
be used for the continued development of en- 
terprise-enabled, integrated aviation tools and 
provide this ability to all Army aviation sys- 
tems. | certify that neither | nor my spouse has 
any financial interest in this project. 

| hereby certify that to the best of my knowl- 
edge this request (1) is not directed to an enti- 
ty or program named or will be named after a 
sitting Member of Congress; (2) is not in- 
tended for a "front" or "pass through" entity; 
and (3) meets or exceeds all statutory require- 
ments for matching funds where applicable. | 
further certify that should this request be in- 
cluded in the bill, | will place a statement in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD describing how 
the funds will be spent and justifying the use 
of Federal taxpayer funds. 


———ÁH e Ó— 


TRIBUTE TO DR. RONALD M. 
DAVIS 


HON. MIKE ROGERS 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
| rise today to honor the life of Dr. Ronald M. 
Davis, who sadly passed away on November 
6 after a courageous battle against pancreatic 
cancer. A resident of Michigan's Eighth District 
in East Lansing, Dr. Davis will be sorely 
missed. Yet his legacy of service and compas- 
sion will never be forgotten. 

First and foremost, Dr. Davis was a com- 
mitted father and loving husband. He will also 
be remembered as a distinguished public 
health advocate throughout his entire career, 
most notably during his time as president of 
the American Medical Association. During his 
tenure at the American Medical Association, 
he worked tirelessly to promote public aware- 
ness of healthy lifestyles, encourage health in- 
surance reform, and push doctors to reduce 
medical errors and improve patient care. 

Even while suffering from a terminal illness, 
Dr. Davis fought to advance critical public 
health initiatives. A staunch opponent of smok- 
ing, Dr. Davis worked every day to save lives 
by promoting tobacco control. Over the years, 
Dr. Davis served the tobacco control commu- 
nity in numerous ways, including as Director of 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion's Office on Smoking and Health and as 
chief medical officer of the Michigan Depart- 
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ment of Public Health. He was an expert wit- 
ness in litigation against the tobacco industry 
and a National Cancer Institute-funded re- 
searcher. Dr. Davis was also the founding edi- 
tor of the world's very first scientific journal 
dedicated to the field of tobacco control. 


Through his cancer treatment, Dr. Davis 
continued to work diligently as a leader in the 
health care community. His remarks to the 
American Medical Association last year were 
particularly memorable and moving as he dis- 
cussed his terminal illness, even joking about 
the baldness caused by his chemotherapy. In 
spite of the odds against someone with a di- 
agnosis that included such a slim chance of 
long-term survival, Dr. Davis told his fellow 
physicians to "never take away someone's 
hope." They agreed and cheered his courage. 


As a cancer survivor myself, | understand 
the challenges Dr. Davis faced every day, and 
1 deeply admire his indomitable spirit through- 
out such a difficult battle. He will be remem- 
bered as a remarkable leader and a deter- 
mined public servant. My thoughts and pray- 
ers are with his wife Nadine, their sons and 
entire family during this difficult time. 


Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the life of Dr. Ronald M. Davis. 
He is truly deserving of our respect and admi- 
ration for his tremendous contributions to our 
Nation. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO REND LAKE WAR- 
RIORS MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY 
TEAM 


HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute to an outstanding group of 
young men attending Rend Lake College in 
Ina, Illinois. On November 8, 2008, Rend Lake 
Warriors Men’s Cross Country Team placed 
fourth in the National Junior College Men’s 
Cross Country Championship. After an impres- 
sive fourth place finish in 2007, the Warriors 
trained hard during the 2008 season to main- 
tain their spot in the top five cross country 
teams in the Nation. 


The Warriors had an outstanding freshman 
on their team this year. Kenyan native Ste- 
phen Sambu, also an All-American, was the 
National Champion, or “cross country king” 
and helped lead the team to fourth place. 


My congratulations go out to Coach Brent 
McLain on this great achievement. Most of all, 
| want to congratulate the members of the 
2008 Men’s Cross Country team: Dey Tuach, 
Bailey Bunyan, Scott Speare, James Noonan, 
James Gramtham, Stephen Sambu, and Clay 
Locke. 


| congratulate them on their achievement, 
and wish them all the best in their future en- 
deavors. 
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IN HONOR OF ENID SALES 


HON. SAM FARR 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor the life of Mrs. Enid Sales, a unique 
woman and a fierce fighter for historic preser- 
vation, who passed away at the age of 86. 
Born in Salt Lake City, Utah, on June 3, 1922, 
she moved to Carmel, California with her fam- 
ily when she was 10. She attended Reed Col- 
lege in Oregon and was married for awhile to 
jazz critic Grover Sales. 

Enid operated a vineyard in Calistoga for 10 
years. In 1962, she became the first woman in 
California to hold a state general contractor's 
license. In the mid-1970’s she served as the 
head of the rehabilitation department of the 
San Francisco Redevelopment Agency. One 
of her most memorable accomplishments was 
organizing and moving 12 Victorian homes in 
a single night. She shut down the transit sys- 
tem and traffic lights and completed the entire 
job in time for the next morning’s commute. 

Enid moved back to Carmel in 1986. She 
was the first chairwoman of the city’s Historic 
Resources Board and founded her own Car- 
mel Preservation Foundation. She was also on 
the board of the Alliance of Monterey Area 
Preservationists. Her “roll up her sleeves and 
take no prisoners’ approach is credited with 
saving Carmel’s Sunset Center and the 
George Marsh Building in Monterey, as well 
as many of the original cottages that define 
Carmel’s charm. 

Enid’s legacy is to be seen in the recent up- 
swing of interest in “heritage tourism.” It was 
her vision that preserving our historic buildings 
would make good economic sense, and not be 
done just for esthetic or sentimental reasons. 
Enid was a giant in the world of historic pres- 
ervation. Few people can maintain such fierce 
tenacity to fight through to the end against all 
odds. Enid Sales had that fighting spirit, and 
she will be greatly missed. 

Madam Speaker, | rise to honor Enid Sales 
for her dedication to preserving history. She is 
survived by her daughter Rachel Lopez, her 
grandchildren Esther and Valley, her sister-in- 
law Barbara Thompson, and her nephews 
Peter, Matthew, and John Thompson. We will 
all miss her dearly. 


IN MEMORY OF DOROTHY GREEN 


HON. JANE HARMAN 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. HARMAN. Madam Speaker, every so 
often we encounter an individual who, wittingly 
or not, becomes a transformative figure—one 
who leaves a profound and permanent impact 
on countless lives and their community. 

Dorothy Green, founder of Heal the Bay and 
one of the most influential environmental lead- 
ers in California in the last generation, was 
such a person. 

An unlikely activist, Dorothy was a house- 
wife and mother in the early 1970s when her 
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brother was splattered with untreated sewage 
from an open drain at Ballona Creek, which 
runs directly into the Santa Monica Bay. Out- 
raged, she convened a group of friends and 
activists in her living room to form what grew 
into the 15,000-member strong Heal the Bay. 
Under Dorothy's leadership, the organization 
has tackled everything from the health of ma- 
rine life to oil spills to ocean water quality. 

But Dorothy's vision was much broader than 
the view from her living room window. She 
also founded the Los Angeles and San Ga- 
briel Rivers Watershed Council and the Cali- 
fornia Water Impact Network to educate Cali- 
fornians on water policy and to redefine how 
we use and think of water as a precious and 
limited resource. 

| cannot remember when | first met Dorothy 
Green. But | do remember being told that if | 
wanted to run for Congress she was the lode 
star on water issues. And she was! No issue 
was too big or too small for her, as long as it 
has something to do with water. From storm 
drains to the Peripheral Canal, she knew 
about it all and inspired thousands to join and 
support her efforts to fix dysfunctional policies. 

On October 13, 2008, Dorothy lost her bat- 
tle with cancer. Yet her legacy will continue to 
motivate many. She fought for what she be- 
lieved until the end. Five days before her 
death, she penned an op-ed piece from her 
hospice bed calling for sensible plans to pre- 
serve and treat the natural resource she spent 
her adult life defending. 

| am proud to have known Dorothy Green 
as a friend and colleague. She always focused 
on getting things done and never accepted the 
status quo. A brilliant grassroots organizer, her 
friends—and adversaries—will all tell you of 
her relentless spirit, and modesty. She would 
probably tell me get to work rather than offer 
this tribute, but she deserves every bit of 
praise. The people of California and our price- 
less environment have lost a dear friend. | as- 
sure you, Dorothy, we will fight on. 


ee 


GEORGE А. BEACH, PHILADEL- 
PHIA’S PIONEERING CREATIVE 
COMMUNICATOR 


HON. CHAKA FATTAH 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. FATTAH. Madam Speaker, | invite my 
colleagues in the House of Representatives to 
join me in saluting George A. Beach, a pio- 
neering African-American businessman іп 
Philadelphia, who is being honored for a half- 
century of achievement in the fields of design, 
advertising, graphics and public relations. 

George Beach is founder and chairman of 
Beach Creative Communications, the nation’s 
first and oldest African-American owned ad- 
vertising agency—a firm whose name and 
motto summarize the Beach “brand” for cre- 
ativity and communication: “A full service 
agency providing creative solutions for today’s 
diverse marketplace.” 

George Beach has won numerous awards 
and commissions for his design and artistic 
flair, his business skills and his broad and 
generous reach into civic and charitable activi- 
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ties. Now he adds a new honor, as the Afri- 
can-American Chamber of Commerce in Phila- 
delphia presents “A Golden Tribute to George 
Beach,” celebrating his 50 years in business, 
on Friday, November 21, 2008. 

George Albert Beach was born in Harlem, 
New York City, on August 14, 1936. By the 
age of 10 he had moved with his family to 
Philadelphia, his adopted home town. His edu- 
cational background stretches from Gratz High 
School and the University of the Arts in Phila- 
delphia to Paris, where he studied at the 
L'Academie de la Grande Chaumiere and 
L'Alliance Francaise. 

Already an artist and designer, George 
Beach became a young man of business in 
1958 when, fresh from college, he founded the 
Creative Art and Design Studio as a ground- 
breaking minority enterprise. In another pio- 
neering step, he was the first African Amer- 
ican elected president of the Artist Guild of 
Delaware Valley, a position he held from 1964 
to 1967. In 1970, he and two colleagues 
launched the fully illustrated African American 
Historical Calendar, which is marking publica- 
tion of its 40th annual edition. 

The Studio evolved into Beach Advertising 
in 1974, assuming its present name in 2001. 
The Beach roster of clients and accounts has 
included Pfizer U.S. Pharmaceuticals, Wyeth 
Pharmaceuticals, the University of Pennsyl- 
vania, McDonald’s, plus health firms, govern- 
mental agencies and public utilities. 

George Beach’s personal artistic work was 
impacted by the onset of rheumatoid arthritis. 
Pain and joint destruction forced him to set 
aside painting for a quarter century. But as 
with everything else in his achieving life, this 
became a challenge and an opportunity. 
Today, painting once again, Mr. Beach brings 
his special expertise to the Advisory Council of 
the National Institute of Arthritis and Musculo- 
skeletal and Skin Diseases (NAIMS), where 
he serves under appointment by the U.S. Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services. 

And his career as an artist flourishes. He 
has completed a new series of oil on canvas 
paintings that include "Indivisible," a haunting 
skeleton of the World Trade Center Towers 
embracing an American flag under a full 
moon, which has been exhibited at the San 
Francisco Museum of Modern Art and the 
Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts. 

Now, as his varied, productive career con- 
tinues beyond the half-century mark, with wife 
Mary and sons Timothy and Matthew, George 
Albert Beach carries forward with his varied, 
productive career—always | communicating, 
ever creative. He has earned the gratitude and 
admiration of Philadelphians and many be- 
yond our city. Thank you, George. 


EARMARK DISCLOSURE 


HON. THOMAS G. TANCREDO 


OF COLORADO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. TANCREDO. Madam Speaker, pursuant 
to the Republican Leadership standards on 
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor- 
mation for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD regarding earmarks | received as part 
of H.R. 2638. 
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Defense Division of H.R. 2638—OM, 
ARNG—Non-foam, Special Polymer Twin 
Hemisphere Pad Sets for Personnel Armor 
System for Ground Troops Helmet Retrofit 
Kits—$1,280,000. 

Defense Division of H.R. 2638—OM, N— 
Personnel Armor System for Ground Troops 
Helmet Retrofit Kits to Sustain Navy IPE 
Pool—$1,120,000. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: SKYDEX 
Technologies, Inc. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 12503 E. Eu- 
clid Drive, Suite 60, Centennial, Colorado 
80111. 

Description of Request: Both earmarks will 
address an unfunded requirement of the Army 
National Guard and the Navy to improve 
shock-absorption padding to retrofit helmets. 
The replacement material is a durable and 
protective polymer. This funding would build 
on roughly $2 million that has been allocated 
for this purpose over the last two years. 


HONORING HARRY OVITT 


HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to honor Harry Ovitt, a 
resident and community leader from San 
Miguel, California, for his outstanding and ex- 
emplary service and leadership to the resi- 
dents of San Luis Obispo County during his 
tenure as County Supervisor from 1989 
through 2008. 

Harry has been a longtime leader in local 
government who has established and partici- 
pated in a extensive list of civic organizations, 
all in the pursuit of improving the community 
he represents. During his 19-year tenure on 
the Board of Supervisors, he served as Chair- 
man in 1993, 1999, and 2004, and Vice-Chair- 
man in 1992, 1998, and 2003. He also was 
active on various local boards, including the 
Children-At-Risk Task Force, the Mental 
Health Advisory Board, the Economic Vitality 
Committee, and the Resource Conservation 
District. 

During his time on the San Luis Obispo 
County Board of Supervisors, Harry devoted 
himself to many issues to improve the lives of 
the residents within the County. He worked to 
secure funds to help construct both the Herit- 
age Ranch Fire Station and the Meridian Fire 
Station. He established the North County Gov- 
ernment Center in Templeton, which has a 
Sheriffs Substation and a County Agricultural 
Office. He was also instrumental in bringing a 
new courthouse to Paso Robles. 

Harry understood the importance of having 
adequate transportation infrastructure, and 
worked tirelessly to ensure residents had suffi- 
cient and safe roads as the County continued 
to grow. To that end, he has been a pas- 
sionate advocate of making State Highway 46 
safer for drivers through a widening project of 
this 2-lane highway as well as developing the 
North County Shuttle. He also worked to ob- 
tain mobile healthcare units, which visit com- 
munities around the County to provide basic 
medical services to residents so they do not 
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have to incur the cost of traveling long dis- 
tances to obtain medical services. Harry also 
worked to improve water quality and accessi- 
bility in the County. He formed the North 
County Water Forum, which examines the im- 
pacts of residential and agricultural develop- 
ment on the Paso Robles Water Basin, 
chaired the Lake Nacimiento Commission that 
has worked on the Nacimiento Water Pipeline 
Project, and is chairman of the North County 
Water Task Force. 

Prior to serving on the County Board of Su- 
pervisors, Harry was a Paso Robles City 
Councilman, a member of the Paso Robles 
Airport Planning Commission, and a past 
chairman of the Paso Robles Planning Com- 
mission. In addition to the public offices he 
has held, Harry always remained active in the 
local community. He was the Elks Club Citizen 
of the Year in the late 1980s and an Out- 
standing Jaycee of the Year. He was also a 
member of the Paso Robles Historical Society, 
the Santa Lucia Boy Scouts Executive Coun- 
cil, the Paso Robles Trail Riders, and a past 
chairman of the United Way North County 
Campaign. He is also a founder of the Clark- 
Ovitt Foundation, a nonprofit organization that 
has served the County since 1992. 

A true mark of leadership is the generosity 
of time and talents that one gives on behalf of 
his neighbors and community. Harry Ovitt ex- 
emplifies this time-honored tradition. | com- 
mend Harry for his service and leadership in 
San Luis Obispo County, and wish him well. 


HONORING WILLIAM NEUFELD 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today, 
along with Congressmen RADANOVICH, to con- 
gratulate William Neufeld upon his induction 
into the Fresno Athletic Hall of Fame. Mr. 
Neufeld will be honored at the 50th anniver- 
sary enshrinement dinner of the Fresno Ath- 
letic Hall of Fame on Thursday, November 6, 
2008. 

Born third in a family of nine children in the 
Ukraine at the turn of the 20th century, William 
Neufeld moved to the United States and blos- 
somed into a world-class track and field per- 
former in the javelin and other throwing 
events. His father, a Mennonite minister, even- 
tually settled the family in Reedley, California, 
where the 6-foot-2, 201-pound teenager 
played football, basketball, baseball and track 
and field in high school while earning money 
working in the fields. He went to Bethel Col- 
lege in Kansas where he played basketball 
and starred in track and field. Mr. Neufeld then 
decided to follow his brother Henry to the Uni- 
versity of California, Berkley. It was a perfect 
match, as he dominated the throwing events 
and led the Bears to the national collegiate 
title in 1923. 

The following year, Mr. Neufeld won the dis- 
cus title at the collegiate nationals, but he was 
just getting started. He won the javelin com- 
petition at the U.S. Olympic Trials in Cam- 
bridge, Massachusetts, by more than five feet, 
throwing for 19112 feet. Following a week-long 
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voyage across the Atlantic Ocean, he placed 
fifth in the javelin in the 1924 Olympics in 
Paris. William Neufeld was a familiar face at 
many Olympics to follow. 

After coaching at Riverside College and 
Harvard, Mr. Neufeld entered the Navy during 
World War II and later returned to Harvard as 
the Director of Physical Education. When 
Neufeld's competitive career ended, he trav- 
eled the globe as a coach and athletics liaison 
for the U.S. State Department. He served as 
a liaison to the 1952 Japanese Olympic team 
and also coached sports in Iran, Taiwan and 
Africa. Mr. Neufeld passed away at the age of 
ninety-one in Riverside, California in 1992. 

Madam Speaker, we rise today to post- 
humously honor William Neufeld’s achieve- 
ments and for his induction into the Fresno 
Athletic Hall of Fame. | invite my colleagues to 
join me in offering my congratulations in mem- 
ory of Mr. Neufeld’s many accomplishments. 


TRIBUTE TO VIRGINIA KREBS 
HON. DENNIS MOORE 


OF KANSAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, | 
rise today to pay tribute to Virginia Krebs, my 
former colleague on the Johnson County 
Community College Board, JCCC, who re- 
cently stepped down from that position at the 
age of 89. 

My tenure on the JCCC overlapped with Vir- 
ginia Krebs for 6 years in the 1990s. She is 
truly a distinguished public servant whose con- 
cern for our community has benefited her 
friends in neighbors, both in tangible and in- 
tangible ways, since the 1960s. Today, Sun 
Publications of Johnson County posted an edi- 
torial reflecting on her distinguished service 
and an article detailing some of the ways in 
which she served Johnson County and the 
JCCC over the past several decades. These 
two pieces tell her story much better than 
could І. | include them in the RECORD for re- 
view by the House membership and wish my 
good friend, Virginia Krebs, many happy re- 
turns on her long-delayed retirement, although 
| am certain she will continue to find ways of 
being indispensable to the JCCC and Johnson 
County. 

[From Sun Publications, Nov. 19, 2008] 
A MODEL FOR PUBLIC SERVICE 

The departure of Virginia Krebs from the 
Johnson County Community College Board 
of Trustees is а reminder of her long and dis- 
tinguished service to the college. Her leader- 
ship, from JCCC's beginning, helped bring it 
recognition as one of the nation's most pres- 
tigious community colleges. 

Actually, her dedication predates the life 
of the college. Krebs served on the task 
force, appointed by the county commission 
in 1963, to examine the feasibility of a com- 
munity college here. That three-year chore 
led to establishment of the college district 
and, in 1967, voter approval of a tax to sup- 
port it. 

Rather than running for the board of trust- 
ees, aS she was urged to do, Krebs signed on 
as the first employee, a part-time job as the 
board secretary. Later she became special 
assistant to the governing body. In that role 
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she worked closely with the trustees in form- 
ing the mission and fundamental objectives 
of the college, along with the hiring of its 
first president. 

Her career at the college mirrored the 
widespread entry of women into the profes- 
sions and work force. She was in her late 40s 
and the mother of four sons, two of them ele- 
mentary school age and younger, in the 
early years of her time at the college. She 
knew from personal experience the needs of 
working women. 

As the college’s director of community 
services—its first—in the 1970s and ’80s, 
Krebs played a major part in creating one of 
the most highly respected continuing edu- 
cation programs in the Midwest. 

Her awareness of societal and economic 
changes led to creation of a program for 
women who, having raised their families, 
were interested in work outside the home. It 
helped prepare women for a new career. 

Krebs was on the leading edge of many ac- 
tivities that enriched our cultural and intel- 
lectual life. She helped organize the first 
county arts council, a JCCC “Evening With 
the Stars," an astronomy venture for the 
public, and à speakers bureau that arranged 
for faculty members to appear at meetings of 
civic, service and community groups. 

A year after she retired from the college in 
1984, Krebs found another way to serve. She 
ran for and was elected to the JCCC Board of 
Trustees. Voters returned her to the board 
six times, the most recent in 2005. She re- 
tired in mid-October. 

As a trustee, Krebs drew from her experi- 
ence on the faculty to bring the needs of con- 
tinuing education to the board. She was 
known as a good listener, well-read and with 
the ability to analyze issues with keen in- 
sight. She was not a frequent speaker at 
trustee meetings, but when she spoke, her 
comments were considered а valuable addi- 
tion to the discussion and decision at hand. 

Virginia Krebs has been an imaginative, 
innovative force in this community. She de- 
Serves our praise and gratitude. 

[From Sun Publications, Nov. 19, 2008] 
RETIRING JCCC ICON WILL BE MISSED 
(By Kristin Babcock) 


The history book about Johnson County 
Community College is dedicated to her. As 
Charles Bishop, professor emeritus at the 
college, researched and wrote the book, one 
influential name appeared more than any 
other: Virginia Krebs. 

“Dedicating it to her was a very easy deci- 
sion," Bishop said. ‘‘When I looked at the 
history, she was someone who was instru- 
mental from the beginning. There was no 
easier choice than Virginia Krebs." 

Krebs, who became the college's first em- 
ployee in 1967, recently resigned from her po- 
sition on the college's Board of Trustees. 
Krebs, who turned 89 this year, said she was 
ready to stop driving to meetings. She also 
hopes to become more involved in her retire- 
ment community, she said. 

"It was not any big thing, and I still hope 
to do some things with the college," Krebs 
said. 

Her desire to be involved started in child- 
hood, Krebs said. In grade school she started 
her own civics clubs. 

In adulthood she helped form and lead sev- 
eral parent-teacher associations. She served 
as program chair for Kansas State PTA. She 
served on state task forces to revise state 
school codes and to consolidate area school 
districts. 

“She just always had interest in orga- 
nizing,” Virginia’s son Fred Krebs said. 
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“There was always an emphasis of trying to 
group things that brought people together in 
the community. The community college 
came along and they were born to meet." 

In 1963, the board of county commissioners 
appointed Virginia to study the feasibility of 
building a community college in Johnson 
County. In 1967, county voters approved a 
taxing district to fund the college. Before 
the college had its own buildings, Virginia 
became the college’s first employee as assist- 
ant to the first board of trustees. 

“Community colleges were kind of the new 
kid on the block in the '60s and ’70s,’’ Bishop 
said. ‘‘She always had her ears to the com- 
munity and tuned into the higher-end world 
as well. She did a nice job of marrying higher 
education and community needs.” 

Those marriages were seen most promi- 
nently when Virginia became JCCC’s direc- 
tor of community services in 1969. Under her 
leadership, organizations formed to include 
senior citizens, art supporters and commu- 
nity civic groups. Through her efforts, stu- 
dents, children and adults found a place to be 
involved, educated and entertained at the 


college. 
“She is kind of a matriarch of Johnson 
County Community College," Charles 


Carlsen, former JCCC president, said. ‘‘She 
was well-networked and promoted relation- 
Ships between groups and the college." 

Some groups Virginia called ‘‘among the 
most interesting" were programs that helped 
women educate themselves to enter the 
working world in the 1960s and 1970s. 

“It helped ease the transition for literally 
hundreds of women in the county," Bishop 
said. 

Virginia also helped form a speakers bu- 
reau at the college. Professors spoke to civic 
organizations about a variety of topics. Al- 
though it involved extra work with no extra 
pay for professors, they would volunteer 
when she asked, Bishop said. 

“A lot of professors like to squirrel down 
in their office and read books, and she got 
them to get out there," Bishop said. “Нег 
arms were long and her grip was wide. She 
reached out to aspects of the community, in- 
volved people and got you in there. She has 
a fire in her belly when she needs to." 

Virginia retired from work at the college 
in 1984. She ran for a position on the board of 
trustees and was elected in 1985. 

"I was not surprised when she ran for the 
board," Fred said. ‘‘She felt she had impor- 
tant things to do. She felt she was making а 
contribution. It was very important to her." 

Fred predicted that even in retirement 
people will still use his mother as a resource. 

“She still has contributions to make," 
Fred said. Lots of people still think of her 
as a mentor. She has a legacy we all have to 
follow." 

Voters re-elected Virginia for six consecu- 
tive terms on the board of trustees. After her 
retirement, the board named her the first 
trustee emeritus. 

“She was a stalwart throughout," Fred 
Logan, former JCCC board chair, said. ‘‘She 
is one of the founders but not just a founder. 
She has been an important part for 40 years. 
That kind of service will always be remem- 
bered.” 

On Nov. 20, the JCCC Board of Trustees 
will interview eight finalists to fill Virginia 
Krebs’ term, which ends June 30. 

The candidates are: Laura S. Byrne-Harris, 
Leawood; William A. Dean, Overland Park; 
Ronnie Metsker, Overland Park; Michael M. 
Morales, Olathe; Melody L. Rayl, Olathe; 
Kurtis M. Ruf, Overland Park; Mary R. 
Tearney, Leawood; and Sandra K. Willsie, 
Overland Park. 
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The new trustee will begin Dec. 11. The 
seat is up for election in April 2009. 


ROBERT MASSEY 


HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, on No- 
vember 8, 2008, Robert Massey died in Fair 
Oaks, CA. Born on November 5, 1921, “Farm- 
er Bob” (as he is known) contributed to the 
community throughout his life. As a local histo- 
rian, Bob frequently shared his knowledge of 
the area and made a habit of correcting media 
reports and the Fair Oaks Historical Society 
whenever their reports conflicted with his own 
expertise. Bob was a member of the Sunrise 
Center Toastmasters, sharing with others his 
great oratory skills and motivational tactics. 
Many families enjoyed a visit to Farmer Bob’s 
pumpkin patch and truck farm. 

While Bob made many great contributions to 
our region, perhaps his most important work 
was his strong advocacy for the Auburn Dam. 
The Auburn Dam Council's website describes 
Bob as President of the council from 1921- 
2008. This is an appropriate title for someone 
who understood the need for greater flood 
protection and was willing to work for the safe- 
ty of so many others living nearby. Unfortu- 
nately, the dam has yet to be built, but when 
that day comes it will be in large part thanks 
to Bob's efforts. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Bob's 
loving wife of 65 years, Beryl, and the rest of 
his family and friends. Bob brightened the 
lives of so many people, and he will be truly 
missed by those of us who were fortunate 
enough to have known him. 


EE 
PRESIDENTIAL RANK AWARD OF 
MERITORIOUS EXECUTIVE TO 


DR. L. BRUCE SIMPSON 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, | 
rise to honor the selection of Dr. L. Bruce 
Simpson for Presidential Rank Award of Meri- 
torious Executive for 2008. Each year, the 
President recognizes and celebrates no more 
than 5 percent of career Senior Executives 
with this award. Recipients of this prestigious 
award are strong leaders, professionals, and 
scientists achieving results and consistently 
demonstrating strength, integrity, industry, and 
a relentless commitment to excellence in pub- 
lic service to America. 

Dr. Simpson is Director of the 308th Arma- 
ment Systems Wing, Eglin Air Force Base, 
Florida and is a 27-year veteran of the Federal 
civil service. He leads a wing of over 900 per- 
sonnel and executes a portfolio of programs 
valued at more than $46 billion. The wing’s 
programs include the Joint Direct Attack Muni- 
tion, Small Diameter Bomb, Advanced Medium 
Range Air-to-Air Missile, High-Speed Anti-Ra- 
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diation Missile Targeting System, Joint Air-to- 
Surface Standoff Missile, Joint Air-to-Surface 
Standoff Missile Extended Range, Miniature 
Air Launched Decoy, Aerial Target Systems, 
P5 Combat Training System, Sensor Fuzed 
Weapon, Wind-Corrected Munitions Dispenser 
and Joint Stand-Off Weapon System. These 
programs are all key elements in enabling our 
warfighters to engage high-value targets and 
are vital weapons in the Global War on Terror. 

Selected for Senior Executive Service in 
2003, Dr. Simpson has served as Deputy 
Manager of the Armament Product Group, Di- 
rector of the Air Armament Center Special 
Projects System Program Office, and Director 
of the Directed Energy Directorate at the Air 
Force Research Laboratory. Dr. Simpson has 
been honored as a Distinguished Fellow at 
Mississippi State University and received An- 
nual Technical Achievement Awards from the 
Air Force Research Laboratory and Air Force 
Systems Command. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, | would like to congratulate 
Dr. L. Bruce Simpson on this most prestigious 
Presidential Rank Award of Meritorious Execu- 
tive. America and the United States Air Force 
depend heavily on the selfless service and 
leadership he provides. | sincerely wish Dr. 
Simpson many more years of dedicated public 
service to this great country. 


HONORING FRANK MECHAM 


HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to honor Frank Mecham, 
a resident and community leader from Paso 
Robles, California, for his outstanding and ex- 
emplary leadership while serving as the mayor 
of Paso Robles from 2000 through 2008. 

Frank has been a longtime leader in local 
government, reflecting the same success, en- 
thusiasm, care, and commitment to his com- 
munity as nine generations of Mecham Califor- 
nians and five generations of San Luis Obispo 
County Mechams before him. His great-great 
grandfather, Don Joaquin Estrada, was a 
member of the first County Board of Super- 
visors in 1852, and his father was Fire Chief 
at Fort Hunter Liggett for over 20 years. Car- 
rying on this tradition of public service, Frank 
served our country in the United States Navy 
and later began his political career on the 
Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and the 
Planning Commission for the City of Paso 
Robles. He was elected to the City Council in 
1998 and served for two years. In 2000, Frank 
was the first mayor of Paso Robles to be di- 
rectly elected by the voters (in the past, the 
mayoral post had rotated between elected city 
councilmembers). 

In 2003, Paso Robles felt the devastating 
effects of the San Simeon Earthquake. Frank 
showed strong leadership and composure 
throughout this natural disaster and guided the 
City through the aftermath and recovery ef- 
forts. Through his tireless efforts, the City of 
Paso Robles was able to rebuild faster and 
move forward onto the road to recovery 
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quicker than anyone had expected. In addi- 
tion, as mayor, he also oversaw the comple- 
tion of the Barney Schwartz Park, the Public 
Safety Center, the Robert Rader Memorial 
13th Street Bridge, and the Niblick Bridge ex- 
pansion. 

In addition to his public service, Frank has 
also remained active in the Paso Robles com- 
munity. Frank is a member of the Twin Cities 
Community Hospital Board of Governors, the 
Nacimiento Water Commission, and the Paso 
Robles High School Technology Academy. He 
has also coached youth baseball and football 
for over two decades in the community, estab- 
lished a youth football league which continues 
to this day, and created the first Youth Com- 
mission for the City in 1999. In 2004, Frank 
was honored by the Paso Robles Chamber of 
Commerce as Roblan of the Year in recogni- 
tion of his outstanding service to the local 
community. 

In a City named for its strong oak trees, 
Frank has stood strong in times of challenge, 
and helped create prosperity through a com- 
mitment to fiscal responsibility and transparent 
and accountable government. | commend 
Frank for his service and leadership as mayor 
of Paso Robles, and wish him and his family 
well as he continues to serve our community 
as a supervisor on the San Luis Obispo Coun- 
ty Board of Supervisors. 


HONORING TRAVIS WEBB 
HON. TIMOTHY WALBERG 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. WALBERG. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor Corporal Travis Webb from 
Adrian, Michigan who was injured in an impro- 
vised explosive device (IED) blast in Mosul, 
Iraq on January 22, 2007. He lost both legs 
and his best friend Nicholas Brown died in his 
arms after the blast. The following poem is 
dedicated to a true American hero, Travis 
Webb. 


A SOLDIER’S STORY 


Throughout our Nation's history 

Such magnificent men of honor and glory, 
have so been seen 

Who so went, where angel's feared to tread 

Who went off to war 

All for us, the ones who so lived and died and 

so bled 

All so we could be here! 

As this is a soldier’s story! 

All about Heartbreak, Faith and Glory 

All about life and death 

As he put himself in harm’s way, as his best 

friend died in his arms that day 

When courage comes to crest! 

All about a young man from Michigan ... 
Travis, and his heroic stand 

As all of us, he would so bless 

Who came out of such hell and fury! 

A Hero from The 2-7 Сау... 11 Bravo, Cor- 
poral Webb, his soldier’s story 

A fighting force to be feared, who gave all he 
had so very clear 

A Soldier’s Story 


Who, into that valley of death . . . so walked 
All with his two fine legs, as was our free- 
dom bought! 


His charge, his thought’s 
The life of Travis Webb, so much to all has 
taught 
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All about courage and faith 

As this mighty Michigander makes his way 

As no other’s could so take his place 

As throughout his young life, his flow and 
ebb 

Through the good and bad! 

A work of art, to be said! 

As it all began 

With a young man with no direction 

Until, he found his life’s true passion. . 
reflection 

Reaching, his greatest introspection 

His fine reflection, in a Uniform 

As A Soldier’s Heart and soul, so proud and 
bold. . .so very warm 

All for his country ’tis a thee 

As a future Hero was born, as we would see 

While, on battlefields of honor and death and 
gore 

Charging bravely so, so ever... 

When, Looking down 

As there it was he so found, no more 

His two strong fine legs, which made up this 
most valiant force 

While, there in that moment of truth 

As in that moment we find the answer, the 
proof 

All about what courage, and a magnificent 
heart can do! 

To build where none lie left 

To climb the highest of all mountains, no 


. his 


ever forth! 


less 
To Teach Us all. . . to so bless 
To Reach Us. . . to so Beseech Us, all no less 


To But Be The Best 

When, Courage comes to Crest 

Day by Day 

Night after Night 

To win the battle, to win that fight! 

As he will not give up, will not rest! 

As is this soldier’s story, our hearts have 
blessed 

As we watch him grow 

For he has a life to live 

And to this our world, so much more to give! 

Could such faith and courage, we so know? 
Possess? 

And, if I ever have a son 

I, but hope and pray. . 
like this fine one! 

Shining, all in Faith’s True Son 

A Soldier’s Story, Travis Webb our hearts 
have won! 

All in our Lord’s Heart, that will be done 

Amen! 

—Albert Carey Caswell 


ee 


IN MEMORIAL OF SGT. TIMOTHY 
SIMPSON 


HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, on No- 
vember 17, 2008, Sgt. Timothy Simpson, a 
20-year veteran of the Philadelphia Police De- 
partment and a constituent of the 13th Con- 
gressional District was killed by a drunk driver 
while responding to a robbery. He is the fourth 
Philadelphia police officer killed this year in 
the line of duty. 

Sgt. Simpson, 46, left behind his wife, Cath- 
erine, and three children. His brother, Terry, is 
an officer on the Philadelphia Police Depart- 
ment SWAT team. 

He was a decorated officer, having recently 
earned superintendant of the month in the 
24th District. Other accolades included a her- 


. that he could so be 
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oism award, four merit awards, and a letter of 
commendation. 

Philadelphia Mayor Michael Nutter said 
Simpson was “a good officer trying to do his 
duty.” 

Police Commissioner Charles Ramsey said 
he was “an excellent sergeant, excellent po- 
lice officer,” adding “you can’t say enough 
good things about him.” 

Sgt. Simpson’s death is a major shock to 
Philadelphia opening wounds that have had lit- 
tle time to heal. He was the partner to Sgt. 
Stephen Liczbinski, a 12-year veteran and 
former constituent, who was shot and killed on 
May 3, 2008 while responding to a bank rob- 
bery. 

The sacrifices that the Simpson and 
Liczbinski families have made to protect the 
City of Philadelphia can never be repaid. All 
Philadelphia residents owe a debt of gratitude 
to these families and the families of the other 
fallen officers from Pennsylvania’s 13th Con- 
gressional District, including Gary Skerski, 
Charles Cassidy, Isabel Nazario, and Patrick 
McDonald all of whom died in the line of duty 
in the last two years. 

| ask that the House of Representatives ex- 
tend its condolences to Catherine Simpson, 
her family, and the Philadelphia Police Depart- 
ment for yet another significant loss. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. JIM SAXTON 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SAXTON. Madam Speaker, pursuant to 
the Republican Leadership standards on ear- 
marks, | am submitting the following informa- 
tion for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD regarding earmarks | received as part 
of FY 2009 Defense Appropriations Bill. 

Project: Monmouth University’s Rapid Re- 
sponse Institute. 

Funding Amount: $3,200,000. 

Account: Research, Development, and Test- 
ing, Defense Wide. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Lockheed 
Martin. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 400 Cedar 
Avenue, West Long Branch, NJ 07764. 

Description of Request: Project will evaluate 
the software’s ability to improve the effective- 
ness of military (including National Guard) pre- 
paredness and its support to the civilian first 
responders. 


EI 


RECOGNIZING WILLIAM D. 
HENDERSON, JR. 


HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
| rise today to honor Mr. William D. Hender- 
son, Jr. who has contributed over 24,000 vol- 
unteer service hours over the course of 45 
years to his local communities. Mr. Henderson 
was born in Wellesley, Massachusetts in 1927 
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and began volunteering with the Charlottesville 
Albemarle Rescue Squad in 1963 and later 
with the Northumberland County Rescue 
Squad in 1995. Through this time he has 
served as an Emergency Medical Technician 
(EMT), as an Advanced Life Support Provider 
and as a Training Officer. Mr. Henderson’s 
selfless dedication has been recognized 
throughout his tenure as a volunteer EMT. 

First, in 1973 he was awarded the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society’s Citation of Merit, 
and in 1986 was selected for the Charlottes- 
ville Albemarle Rescue Squad’s Captain’s 
Choice Award. As recognition of his commit- 
ment to the entire community, the Honorable 
Thomas J. Vandever, then Mayor of Char- 
lottesville, VA, proclaimed “William D. Hender- 
son Day” in 1993. Two years later Mr. Hen- 
derson would again be recognized by the 
Charlottesville Albemarle Rescue Squad with 
the Joel Cochran Award for Outstanding Serv- 
ice. 

Next, the Rappahannock General Hospital 
would recognize Mr. Henderson in 2000 as 
the EMT of the year. The subsequent year he 
would be honored by the Peninsula EMT 
council as the Outstanding Pre-Hospital Pro- 
vider. In 2002 the Charlottesville Albemarle 
Rescue Squad named its training room after 
Mr. Henderson. He would then be recognized 
by the Governor of Virginia in 2003 with the 
Governor's Award for outstanding Pre-Hospital 
Provider. 

2008 has been just as busy for Mr. Hender- 
son as he was awarded the President's Volun- 
teer Service Award by the Charlottesville Albe- 
marle Rescue Squad. In December, the North- 
umberland County Rescue Squad will award 
him а second lifetime Presidential Volunteer 
Service Award and the Point of Light Award. 
Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me in con- 
gratulating and thanking William D. Henderson 
on his steadfast service to the Commonwealth 
of Virginia and its citizens. 


—— 


IN APPRECIATION OF MY SENIOR 
AND AGING ISSUES ADVISORY 
COUNCIL MEMBERS’ SERVICE 


HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to pay tribute today to the men and 
women of Southeastern Arizona who for the 
past two years have served on my Senior and 
Aging Issues Advisory Council. 

These 35 active and engaged citizens have 
selflessly shared their time and expertise with 
me as important advisors. Each one brought 
considerable personal and professional exper- 
tise to the table to help me gain a greater un- 
derstanding of the challenges faced by seniors 
and their family members. Their advice and in- 
sights allowed me to better represent my con- 
stituents in Arizona’s 8th Congressional Dis- 
trict. 

The counsel they provided has been invalu- 
able to me in making legislative decisions and 
delivering constituent services. | am grateful to 
them for the recommendations and issues 
they brought to my attention during my first 
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term in Congress and | look forward to their 
continued assistance. 

The Senior and Aging Issues Advisory 
Council members are: Harry Anthros, David 
Braun, Marlene Bluestein, Fred Ebeling, Dr. 
Mindy Fain, Karen Fields, Sharon Gartner, 
Doris Goldstein, Mary Gomez, Craig Gordon, 
Clark Hay, Kathleen Heard, Felipe Jacome, 
Anna Jolivet, Al Kaszniak, Joe La Cava, Cress 
Lander, Dr. Allan Levenson, David Likness, 
Larry Linderman, Marian Lupu, Barbara 
Matteson, Dr. Fred Miller, Jim Murphy, Steve 
Nash, Elizabeth Packard, Gordon Packard, 
Anita Royal, L'Don Sawyer, Bill Santa Cruz, 
Mattie Stone, Jan Sturges, Helen Symes, 
Russ Symes, Dr. Tony Vuturo and Carol 
West. 

| commend each of them for their contribu- 
tions to our work on behalf of seniors and 
thank them for their service our community. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. CHARLES W. "CHIP" PICKERING 


OF MISSISSIPPI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. PICKERING. Madam Speaker, con- 
sistent with House Republican Earmark Stand- 
ards, | submit the following earmark disclosure 
and certification information for one project re- 
quest | made included within the text of H.R. 
2638, the "The Consolidated Security, Dis- 
aster Assistance, and Continuing Appropria- 
tions Act for Fiscal Year 2009." 

Requesting Member: Congressman CHIP 
PICKERING. 

Bill Number: FY 09 Defense Appropriations 
Bill. 

Project: Advanced, Long Endurance Unat- 
tended Ground Sensor Technologies. 

Project Amount: $3.6 million. 

Account: Defense-wide; RDT&E. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: U.S. Spe- 
cial Operations Command. 

Address of Requesting Entity: Tampa, Flor- 
ida. 

Description of Request: A significant chal- 
lenge in modern military operations is the abil- 
ity to achieve and maintain real-time battlefield 
situational awareness. Achieving battlefield sit- 
uation awareness requires the ability to 
robustly and persistently monitor the move- 
ments of the adversary in near real-time 
across a wide range of operational environ- 
ments including foliage, mountainous, and 
urban terrain. 

The funding will continue the research and 
development of small, low power UGS tech- 
nologies that support critical USSOCOM re- 
connaissance and surveillance missions by 
providing robust: (1) target detection, classi- 
fication and tracking; (2) high bandwidth, cov- 
ert communication of data, voice and video, 
and (3) data/information exfiltration via satellite 
communications (SATCOM) for displaying ad- 
vanced visualization technologies. The pro- 
posed UGS capability will provide USSOCOM 
with the ability to relay critical, actionable intel- 
ligence from remote areas of interest to ana- 
lysts and commanders worldwide in near real- 
time—ultimately allowing special operations 
forces (SOF) to think and react more quickly 
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than the adversary. The proposed research 
program will also have applications in other 
areas such as border patrol. 


HONORING PATRICK R. VECCHIO 
HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
| rise today to honor a public servant of rare 
devotion and accomplishment. My constituent, 
Patrick R. Vecchio is marking his 30 year an- 
niversary as supervisor of the town of 
Smithtown, a historic community on the shores 
of Long Island Sound. His tenure as super- 
visor is the longest in New York State's 231- 
year history, and has few rivals anywhere in 
the Nation. 

On October 23rd, | was proud to join the 
Smithtown Historical Society at its gala in St. 
James in the town of Smithtown, New York, at 
which it honored Supervisor Vecchio for his 
steadfast commitment and countless contribu- 
tions to the people of Smithtown. 

Mr. Speaker, Supervisor Vecchio is a life- 
long public servant, U.S. Army veteran and re- 
tired NYPD detective sergeant. During his ten- 
ure as supervisor, he has demonstrated a 
strong commitment to fiscal responsibility and 
low taxes while protecting vital government 
services. His legacy is clear: Today, 
Smithtown is on solid financial footing and has 
the lowest debt level of the 10 towns in Suffolk 
County. 

Pat Vecchio is more than an exemplary 
public servant, he is a friend and a role model. 
You can always trust that the words that come 
out of Supervisor Vecchio’s mouth will be the 
truth, to the chagrin of some. As someone 
who was new to public service when | was 
elected to Congress in 2002, | learned a lot 
simply by watching and talking to Pat. 

In 1655, an English settler, Richard Smith, 
struck a unique bargain with local Native 
Americans where he was entitled to settle all 
of the area he could ride around on his bull in 
a day’s time. Smith’s ride on his bull, Whisper, 
formed the boundaries of modern-day 
Smithtown. Richard Smith’s ride is the stuff of 
legends. 

| don’t know if Pat Vecchio ever rode a bull. 
But | know he has gotten into a boxing ring 
with a champion fighter; | know he has guard- 
ed the President of the United States; | know 
he has taken on organized crime and | know 
he has done it all without a hint of ego. In 
short, Mr. Speaker, Pat Vecchio's life is the 
stuff of legends. | am honored and humbled to 
help honor his lifetime of service to the town 
of Smithtown and our Nation. 


EE 


EASTERN NORTH CAROLINA 
DEVASTATED BY TORNADOES 


HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 


OF NORTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, fami- 
lies from my district in eastern North Carolina 
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are working to recover from tornadoes over 
the weekend that killed two people and dis- 
placed up to 125 people. 

Please join me in expressing our deepest 
sympathies to the families affected by this 
damaging storm. They should know that our 
thoughts and prayers are with them during this 
difficult time. 

Tragically, the tornado claimed the life of 
11-year-old Joshua Wiggins, a bright, outgoing 
sixth-grader at Toisnot Middle School in my 
hometown of Wilson, North Carolina. He 
played the drums, enjoyed soccer, and sang 
in the chorus. The tornado also took the life of 
Maryland Gomez, a 61-year-old mother from 
Kenly, North Carolina. 

The tornadoes, believed to be EF-2 to EF- 
3, moved northeast along the Interstate 95 
corridor at 45 to 55 miles per hour with winds 
of 130 to 135 miles per hour. 

| want to give thanks to the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation workers who 
have been clearing fallen trees from roadways 
and to the Progress Energy crews who are re- 
storing power along the storm's path. 

North Carolina Governor Michael Easley 
has requested a U.S. Small Business Adminis- 
tration disaster declaration for Wilson and 
Johnston County areas affected by deadly tor- 
nadoes. 

Madam Speaker, our hearts go out to the 
community and especially to the families di- 
rectly affected by this tragedy. Although this 
natural disaster may have destroyed many 
homes and upended the lives of many fami- 
lies, the people of North Carolina are gen- 
erous and caring. | have no doubt we will pull 
together to rebuild these communities to make 
them stronger than ever. | look forward to 
working with my colleagues to assist the fami- 
lies in need and to helping them to move for- 
ward from this tragedy. 


— MR 


CONGRATULATING THOMAS SANTI- 
AGO ON RECEIVING THE “GREEN 
LIVING AWARD" 


HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Thomas Santiago for re- 
ceiving the prestigious "Green Living Award" 
from the Alley Pond Environmental Center, 
APEC, on November 13, 2008. APEC, located 
їп Douglaston, Queens, is a superb edu- 
cational center committed to environmental 
understanding and awareness. Tom's commit- 
ment to using environmentally-friendly green 
building techniques апа protocols for 
Citigroup's new office tower in Long Island 
City is a truly groundbreaking example of 
"green living" in an urban environment and is 
truly worthy of public notice and praise. 

In his role as the Managing Director of real 
estate for Citigroup in the Northeast U.S., Tom 
was the driving force behind Two Court 
Square, Citigroup's second 1.5 million square 
foot tower in Long Island City. The building is 
Citi's first ever Leadership in Energy and Envi- 
ronmental Design, LEED, Gold certified green 
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building, the national benchmark for rating 
green buildings. Two Court Square serves as 
the "green" model for corporate America, not 
only for being environmentally responsible, but 
also for demonstrating the economic value of 
money-saving "green" building technologies 
and materials. 

Under Tom's leadership, Two Court Square 
is LEED Gold certified because it meets or ex- 
ceeds stringent criteria in five categories: Sus- 
tainable Sites, Energy and Atmosphere, Water 
Efficiency, Indoor Environmental Quality and 
Materials and Resources. Some of the amaz- 
ing environmentally-friendly innovations in- 
clude: Electricity requirements are met by the 
purchase of 100 percent wind-power energy; 
over half the wood used in construction did 
not originate from logging; low-emitting volatile 
organic compound materials are used for paint 
and adhesives; 90 percent of its structural 
Steel contains post-consumer content; 2 mil- 
lion gallons of water annually are saved by re- 
cycling rainwater for building cooling and 
through the use of low flow plumbing fixtures; 
and the carpet uses backing made from recy- 
cled soda bottles. This kind of top-to-bottom 
environmental sensitivity is where our Nation 


and our planet's future lies. 
| would also like to acknowledge APEC’s 


leadership in environmental education and 
awareness. Every year, over 35,000 school 
students from all over New York City and 
Long Island visit Alley Pond Park. At APEC- 
run programs, students of pre-school, elemen- 
tary school, middle and high school ages learn 
about the environment and conservation pol- 
icy. APEC also runs wonderful teacher work- 
shops to educate teachers in methods to en- 
rich and improve their natural sciences cur- 
riculum when they return to the classroom. 
APEC restored and reclaimed Alley Pond Park 
in the 1970s as a refuge where New Yorkers 
could experience nature, wetlands and wood- 
lands first hand. APEC features live animal ex- 
hibits and several miles of trails in both wet- 
land and woodland areas, bird walks, nature 
hikes, craft sessions and workshops on envi- 
ronmental topics. Through the "Green Living 
Award", APEC continues its environmental 
mission by recognizing the "green" achieve- 
ments of individuals throughout the New York 


area. 
Madam Speaker, | am delighted to recog- 


nize Tom Santiago for his exemplary work in 
green building construction and for receiving 
the "Green Living Award" from the Alley Pond 
Environmental Center. | know my colleagues 
in the House of Representatives will join me in 
congratulating Thomas Santiago and his col- 
leagues at Citigroup for this well-deserved 
honor. 
ee 


IN RECOGNITION OF KENNETH 
OWENS UPON HIS RETIREMENT 
AS PRINCIPAL OF CENTRAL 
HIGH SCHOOL IN MILTON, FLOR- 
IDA 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, | 
rise today to recognize Kenneth Owens, who 
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is retiring after almost 40 years of service as 
a teacher, coach, and administrator in the 
Northwest Florida school system. His passion 
and dedication proves that teachers can truly 
make a difference in the lives of their stu- 
dents, and | am proud to honor such an admi- 
rable leader of our community. 


Mr. Owens began his life as a public serv- 
ant almost forty years ago. He spent his entire 
career enriching the lives of young people as 
both a teacher and a coach. Seventeen years 
ago, he came to Central High School in Mil- 
ton, Florida as an assistant principal where he 
has remained ever since. As principal, Mr. 
Owens transformed Central High School from 
a "C" school to a "B" school under Florida's 
A+ Plan for Education. This tremendous 
achievement exemplifies Mr. Owens' commit- 
ment to Central's mission statement of pro- 
viding an environment that encourages stu- 
dents to achieve their fullest potential. He has 
touched thousands of lives, and his devotion 
will never be forgotten. Although he is retiring 
from his position as an educator, Kenny 
Owens will always be a Central High School 
Jaguar. 


Madam Speaker, on behalf of the U.S. Con- 
gress, | would like to thank Mr. Owens for his 
years of public service to the students and 
community of Northwest Florida. Vicki and ! 
wish him and his family best wishes for contin- 
ued success. 


EE 


IN HONOR OF THE SONS OF THE 
REVOLUTION 


HON. JERROLD NADLER 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. NADLER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to congratulate The Sons of the Revolution in 
the State of New York as they commemorate 
the 225th anniversary of Evacuation Day. 


The Sons of the Revolution in New York is 
an organization which keeps alive the memory 
of the men who achieved American independ- 
ence through military, naval, or civil service. 
They also promote and assist in celebrating 
the anniversaries of events which relate to the 
War of the Revolution. 


November 25th is the anniversary of Evacu- 
ation Day, which signaled the end of the Rev- 
olutionary War when the last British troops de- 
parted Manhattan. Though the importance of 
this day is sometimes forgotten, the Sons of 
the Revolution have kept its memory alive. 
This year they are hosting a parade on No- 
vember 22nd to commemorate the 225th anni- 
versary of the British evacuation of New York. 


Once again, | offer my heart-felt congratula- 
tions to the Sons of the Revolution at the time 
of this celebration. As representative of the 8th 
Congressional District of New York, | am hon- 
ored to have such distinguished citizens work- 
ing in my district to keep the history of Amer- 
ica alive. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
| submit the following: 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638, the Department of 
Homeland Security Appropriations Act, 2009. 

FEL Capabilities for Aerospace Microfab- 
rication. 

Account: U.S. Department of the Air Force, 
Research, Development, Test and Evaluation. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Jefferson 
Science Associates on behalf of the Thomas 
Jefferson National Accelerator Facility. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 12000 Jeffer- 
son Avenue, Newport News, VA 23606. 

Description of Request: Provide $1.4 million 
for the expansion of the Free-Electron Laser 
program at Jefferson Laboratory through the 
USAF RDT&E Account. The FEL has deliv- 
ered world-record levels of infrared light for 
development of defense, science and indus- 
trial applications. This joint project of the Aero- 
space Corporation and the Jefferson Lab in 
support of the Air Force Research Lab has 
demonstrated the use of kilowatt levels of ul- 
traviolet light useful as a microfabrication proc- 
essing tool to produce miniature satellite com- 
ponents. The completion of the ultraviolet 
processing capability will enable microfabrica- 
tion techniques for production of miniature sat- 
elites at substantially lower cost and proc- 
essing time than what is achievable with cur- 
rent technology. 

$11 million was appropriated for the UV FEL 
project in the FY 2001-ҒҮ 2004 period, as 
well as an additional $1.6 million appropriation 
in FY 2008, which has allowed the hardware 
to be 90 percent completed. The FY 2009 re- 
quest of $1.4 million is needed to complete 
and commission this project. There is no 
matching requirement. This request is con- 
sistent with the intended and authorized pur- 
pose of the U.S. Department of the Air Force, 
Research, Development, Test and Evaluation 
account. 


AE 


HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF THE HONORABLE MARILYN 
MASSENGILL 


HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today | 
rise to honor and acknowledge The Honorable 
Marilyn Massengill, Plymouth Township Clerk, 
upon her retirement from the government of 
Plymouth Township after thirty-nine years of 
dedicated service. 

Throughout her life, Marilyn has striven to 
better our community. Mrs. Massengill grad- 
uated from Plymouth High School in 1952 and 
went on to work in several township depart- 
ments. She began her dedicated career in 
June, 1969 when she was hired to work in the 
Building Department before advancing to the 
Planning Department and then the Clerk’s Of- 
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fice. Marilyn was first elected Plymouth Town- 
ship Clerk in 1992, re-elected in 1996 and 
again in 2000. She received official recognition 
as a Certified Municiple Clerk in 1995 by the 
International Institute of Municipal Clerks fol- 
lowing completion of specialized training. 

Marilyn has participated in multiple associa- 
tions during her committed service to Plym- 
outh Township, including; The First United 
Methodist Church, Plymouth Business and 
Professional Women's Club, BPW, Wayne 
County Clerk's Association, International Insti- 
tute of Municipal Clerks, Plymouth Study Club, 
and as a Charter Member of the Plymouth 
Canton Kiwanis Breakfast Club. Despite her 
numerous accomplishments and community 
activities, Marilyn remains most proud of her 
four children, all of whom attended and grad- 
uated from the Plymouth Canton Community 
School District, and her eight grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker, after over 30 tireless 
years, Clerk Massengill will be retiring from 
her position of Plymouth Township Clerk. As 
she enters the next phase of her life, she 
leaves behind a legacy of leadership, integrity, 
and devotion to the citizens of Michigan. 
Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in con- 
gratulating the Honorable Marilyn Massengill, 
upon her retirement and recognizing her years 
of loyal service to our community and our 
country. 


a 


HONORING THE SAFETY AND EX- 
CELLENCE OF KEITH BRUCE AND 
CHARLES RHYNEHART OF 
UNITED PARCEL SERVICE, U.P.S. 


HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 


OF LOUISIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to commend the outstanding efforts of 
Keith Bruce and Charles Rhynehart of the 
United Parcel Service. 

These two men who graciously serve Louisi- 
ana’s 5th District, have been inducted in to the 
elite "Circle of Honor" for their 25 years or 
more of accident-free driving. The men and 
women who have achieved membership in to 
the Circle of Honor are the best of the best. 
This is ап accomplishment | am proud to 
honor as these men have demonstrated a 
commitment to safety and high standards in 
the workplace. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring Keith Bruce and Charles 
Rhynehart of the United Parcel Service, for 
their dedication to the safety of their fellow 
drivers and those with whom they share the 
roads. 


—— e 


SWEETWATER HIGH SCHOOL 
MAKES HISTORY! 


HON. BOB FILNER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. FILNER. Madam Speaker, | am pleased 
to rise today to recognize Sweetwater High 


November 20, 2008 


School in National City, California, a school in 
California's 51st Congressional District, my 
district, with а statement prepared by the 
school which touts its remarkable success. 

In the United States of the 21st Century, no 
single institution has received more attention, 
been the center of more controversy or pas- 
sionately advanced as "the last best hope" of 
passing on the promise of national excellence 
than the public high school. The driving force 
behind the passage by Congress of "No Child 
Left Behind" was to create schools that reflect 
equity—where dynamic learning environments 
driven by high academic standards will pro- 
mote academic, social and ethical growth for 
ALL students. 

Schools are held accountable through a 
comprehensive assessment program that 
measures achievement and yearly progress 
for every student, their scores reported by 
gender, by ethnicity, by parent education, by 
economic circumstance. No child was left un- 
discovered, and in 2001, at Sweetwater High 
School, it was alarmingly clear that many had 
been left behind. 

Census reports from 2001 reported that Na- 
tional City ranked as the second poorest city 
in San Diego County and had the fifteenth 
poorest economy in the United States for a 
city of fewer than 59,000 residents. Located 
seven miles north of the Mexican border, 
Sweetwater High School, built in 1921, serves 
culturally and socially diverse low-income fam- 
ilies whose needs place unique demands on 
the school and staff who serve them. Eight of 
ten students speak a language other than 
English at home. More than 80 percent of the 
2500 students qualify for the free lunch pro- 
gram. 

In its first reporting year for "No Child Left 
Behind," Sweetwater scored a lowly 461 out 
of a possible 1000 on the Academic Perform- 
ance Index (API) and more telling, did not 
meet adequate yearly progress by its targeted 
populations. In the second year, while the API 
score improved significantly and some gains 
had been made, the school did not meet the 
goals established by the federal guidelines of 
"No Child Left Behind." Two consecutive 
years of unmet goals landed Sweetwater High 
on the Federal List of Failing Schools. 

What followed is Sweetwater High School at 
its best, Sweetwater High School calling on 87 
years of Spirit and Pride. 

Under the leadership of new principal Wes- 
ley Braddock, administrators, counselors, re- 
Source personnel, and teachers united to de- 
velop a school-wide assault on poor and fail- 
ing scores. District curriculum and instructional 
staff provided resources and support identified 
by Sweetwater teachers and administrators as 
key to moving ALL students to academic suc- 
cess, with proficiency on state exams and 
meeting and exceeding federal benchmarks 
for performance. Student data became the 
map staff followed in search of the keys that 
would unlock the treasure chest of achieve- 
ment. Students who had previously missed the 
proficiency cut were assigned an extra support 
class to assist them in developing critical 
thinking strategies and test taking skills. In- 
coming 10th grade students identified as 
below basic—those in the lowest quartile— 
were given additional support. This strategy 
provided in-depth remediation and academic 
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development prior to the California High 
School Exit Exam (CAHSEE) to the Sopho- 
more Class each February. Most striking was 
the challenge to those sophomores who were 
"not at risk," that they too should work hard in 
their core academic classes. 

Principal Braddock went personally to every 
10th grade English class and spoke from his 
heart about the importance of doing well, 
about the Sweetwater Tradition to rise far be- 
yond what others think we can do. While 350 
is the score required to pass the CAHSEE 
exam, this minimum state score was not suffi- 
cient to move Sweetwater out of the federal 
Program Improvement category. Principal 
Braddock then issued the “380 Challenge.” 
He challenged students to do what so many 
said Sweetwater High would never do. He told 
them that together, they would accomplish 
great things. To accomplish those great 
things, all of us, students, staff, administration, 
parents and community would not only act, but 
dream, and not just to dream, but to BELIEVE! 
Students did believe, and many smashed the 
380 goal, giving Sweetwater High the largest 
passing percentage in English-Language Arts 
in the district. 

The staff and students have learned over 
these past three years that great things are 
not done by impulse, but by knowing the goal, 
committing to the work, and hitting the target 
always saying, WE BELIEVE. 

Sweetwater High School has raised its Aca- 
demic Performance Index (API) from 461 to 
706. 

Sweetwater's API growth is the 5th highest 
in the entire state of California. 

Sweetwater High School's 97 percent At- 
tendance Rate is the highest in the 30,000 
student/23 school Sweetwater Union High 
School District. 

Sweetwater High School, in September of 
2008, made history by being one of only two 
schools to make it off the Federal Watch List. 
In fact, its achievement has surpassed the 
achievement of 851 of California's 855 high 
schools. 

Sweetwater High School, stands with firm 
resolve, both feet planted in this 21st century. 
The staff and students of Sweetwater High ex- 
emplify extraordinary courage as they continue 
to engage in attacking and mastering the rig- 
orous academic standards set forth by the 
state and the nation. Their resilience and re- 
solve rise up from their State of the Heart Leg- 
acy and will take each generation of students 
into a world where they not only believe in 
their ability but will achieve success. For those 
looking for that "Last Best Hope" described in 
A Nation at Risk, just Google . . . 2900 High- 
land Avenue, National City, CA: Sweetwater 
High School—"Home of the Red Devils!” 

As an educator, | applaud the achievements 
of the students, staff, teachers, administrators, 
parents and the community of Sweetwater 
High School! | was so moved by the efforts of 
these students that | was able to obtain 
$292,000 in federal funds for students at 
Sweetwater High School and neighboring high 
schools for their Compact for Success. This 
Compact is a program that guarantees a place 
at San Diego State University for every grad- 
uating high school student who maintains a 
"B" average and meets the goals of the Com- 
pact. Participation in the Compact is yet one 
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more way that the Sweetwater High School 
community is challenging and rewarding its 
students, the students who are a beacon of 
light and a remarkable example of what can 
be achieved when everyone focuses on the 
goal, the goal of a quality education for each 
and every student. 


жаадан 


IN HONOR OF THE 10TH ANNIVER- 
SARY OF THE DELAWARE STATE 
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE'S 
MARVIN б. GILMAN SUPERSTARS 
IN BUSINESS AWARDS 


HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 


OF DELAWARE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that | rise today to recognize 
the Delaware State Chamber of Commerce's 
Marvin S. Gilman Superstars in Business 
Awards. For ten years, the Delaware State 
Chamber of Commerce has taken pride in 
honoring small businesses and organizations 
for their outstanding services, quality of man- 
agement, and exemplary approach to busi- 
ness in our state. 

Each year, winners of the Marvin S. Gilman 
Superstars in Business Awards are companies 
that have met three criteria: the companies 
have been established at least three years, 
have 150 employees or less, and are mem- 
bers of the Delaware State Chamber of Com- 
merce. In addition, Awards of Excellence are 
given to commendable companies, and one 
award is given to one outstanding non-profit 
organization. Over the years, corporations 
within the development, arts, public utilities, 
communications, and healthcare industries, 
among others, have been recognized for play- 
ing a leading role їп Delaware's economic 
well-being. In November of 1998, the very first 
luncheon was held to present these distin- 
guished awards in the Gold Ballroom at the 
Hotel DuPont, the very same location where 
many of the 40 winning companies, state and 
local officials, Chamber members, and other 
notable members of the community will gather 
to celebrate this milestone. In fact, | was 
among the guests present at the first Super- 
stars in Business Awards luncheon, and a 
decade later | am pleased to join in saluting 
what has become a distinguished tradition. 

In recognizing this program, it is only fitting 
to also recognize the program's entrepre- 
neurial namesake, the late Marvin S. Gilman. 
Mr. Gilman served as president of Gilman De- 
velopment Co. in Wilmington for more than 
forty years, during which time he earned the 
reputation of a model small business owner 
and leader in the community. He used his po- 
sition in the housing industry to further the 
cause of desegregation, sponsoring the Sutton 
Place high-rise facility project in Baltimore— 
one of the first major real estate projects to 
welcome tenants of all races—and serving on 
the National Committee Against Discrimination 
in Housing. Recognized for their service to the 
community, Mr. Gilman and his wife, Muriel, 
were the first couple to receive the Delaware 
State Chamber of Commerce's Josiah Marvel 
Cup Award. 
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Once again, | recognize the Delaware State 
Chamber of Commerce's Marvin S. Gilman 
Superstars in Business Awards for ten years 
of honoring exceptional small businesses and 
organizations. It is this commitment to fos- 
tering economic and community excellence 
that keeps Delaware one of the best environ- 
ments to conduct business in the United 
States. 


— с 


IN HONOR OF RAFAEL *FEYNNER" 
ARIAS GODINEZ 


HON. SAM FARR 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. FARR. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
recognize the career of a special friend, 
Rafael "Feynner" Arias Godinez, on this occa- 
sion of his 20th anniversary as a steward of 
the UC Landels-Hill Big Creek Reserve in Big 
Sur, California. The Big Creek Reserve is op- 
erated by the University of California's Santa 
Cruz campus. The land was part of the Circle 
M Ranch until the ranch was broken up and 
Sold; private owners, including my father, the 
late Senator Fred Farr, later granted the land 
to the university's Natural Reserve System. 

Feynner Arias came to the United States 
from his native Costa Rica. He was born near 
the town of Parrita, Costa Rica. His family was 
very poor by American standards. Feynner's 
life in the jungles of Costa Rica is full of sto- 
ries that books and movies are made from; 
learning to hunt and fish from his grand- 
mother, his abuela, Elijia; battling school bul- 
lies who abandoned him in a well; overcoming 
deadly snake bites in the jungle; learning to 
survive with just a machete and his wits; and, 
as a sawmill child laborer having to remove 
saw dust from a fast moving sawmill blade. 
Through hard work and out of necessity, he 
developed a jungle reputation as a person 
who could track down anything; he could hunt 
and capture it for food or money to support his 
mother and seven siblings. 

Feynners vast knowledge of the land and 
animals drew wildlife scientists from around 
the world to hire him as a guide; his work 
helped to establish the Corcovado National 
Park in Costa Rica. Feynner often traded his 
guiding services for food. One of his clients 
was a woman PhD candidate at UC Berkeley. 
Together they lived in the rain forest studying 
ants. After she returned to California he re- 
ceived a letter asking him to come for a visit. 
He traded the gold that he had panned for in 
Panama for an airline ticket to the U.S., going 
from the rain forest of Cost Rica to the San 
Francisco Bay area. Soon married, he landed 
a job at the Big Creek Reserve. By a stroke 
of luck, the resident reserve manager at Big 
Creek had, many years prior, benefited from 
Feynners guide services in Costa Rica and 
was well familiar with Feynner's wilderness ex- 
perience and helped to guide Feynner through 
the bureaucracy of the university's hiring prac- 
tices. 

Today, the entire Big Sur coast and the UC 
Natural Reserve System have come to love 
and respect Feynners knowledge of natural 
flora and fauna and the coast range. His sto- 
ries of sleeping near the mountain lions, killing 
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a wild boar with a small knife, rescuing lost 
and injured hikers, and leading fire crews to 
the best areas to fight raging fires are well 
known on the coast. Whether working with 
world-renowned academics or nondegreed 
people like himself, he is sought after like a 
celebrity. He is known locally as the person 
who can fix anything, build anything, or find 
anything. He is able to grow Costa Rican 
bushes in his home, spot wildlife and whales 
that others can’t find, and to understand the 
natural world around him in ways that the 
more formally educated often can’t. His under- 
standing and appreciation of the world around 
him and us is unsurpassed. 

Feynner is now celebrating 20 years with 
the Big Creek Reserve. Those who know and 
love him celebrate this uncommon immigrant 
who has captured their hearts and minds. We 
congratulate and celebrate his service to the 
people of California and especially to his 
friends and neighbors in Big Sur. 

Madam Speaker, Speaker, | for one, will al- 
ways treasure the Farr family good fortune to 
have known, laughed and learned from Rafael 
Arias. Gracias Amigo por todo! 


ES 


THE CONCUSSION TREATMENT 
AND CARE TOOLS (ConTACT) ACT 


HON. BILL PASCRELL, JR. 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. PASCRELL. Madam Speaker, it is my 
pleasure today to introduce the Concussion 
Treatment and Care Tools (ConTACT) Act. 
This bipartisan legislation provides our schools 
and coaches with the tools needed to ensure 
that student athletes receive the proper care 
for sports-related concussions. | urge my col- 
leagues to pass this legislation as soon as 
possible. 

On October 16, 2008, Ryne Dougherty, a 
16-year-old from Montclair, New Jersey, trag- 
ically died from a brain hemorrhage after re- 
turning to play football without fully recovering 
from a concussion sustained earlier in the 
season. Unfortunately, this is not the first story 
of a young athlete losing his or her life early 
to a head injury. 

According to the Centers for Disease Con- 
trol and Prevention, CDC, as many as 3.8 mil- 
lion concussions related to sports and recre- 
ation are estimated to occur in the United 
States each year. After sustaining one concus- 
sion, an athlete becomes as much as four to 
six times more likely to sustain a second con- 
cussion, and if an athlete is allowed to return 
to play without fully recovering from a concus- 
sion, they may face tragic consequences. 

Repeat concussions can result in cumulative 
neurological damage and have been shown to 
significantly worsen long-term outcomes in- 
cluding depression and other psychological 
problems. In rare cases, a repeat concussion 
can trigger “second impact syndrome” which 
can be marked by the swelling of the brain, 
permanent brain damage, or even death. Be- 
cause damage to a maturing brain can be cat- 
astrophic, it is even more important to ensure 
that the proper care is provided to young ath- 
letes. 
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Fortunately, repeat concussions and “sec- 
ond impact syndrome” are highly preventable 
if sensible guidelines and procedures are 
adopted. Many college and professional ath- 
letic associations—including the National Col- 
legiate Athlete Association, NCAA, the Na- 
tional Football League, NFL, and the National 
Hockey League, (NHL)—and other national 
provider organizations—including the Amer- 
ican Academy of Neurology, the American 
Academy of Family Physicians, the National 
Athletic Trainers’ Association, and the Brain 
Injury Association of American—have all 
adopted guidelines for the management of 
concussions. Despite education efforts by 
CDC, however, much of this information has 
not made its way to our local middle schools 
and high schools. 

Furthermore, pre-season and post-concus- 
sion testing technologies are widely used in 
college and professional sports to provide a 
baseline against which coaches and providers 
can determine when athletes are ready to re- 
turn to play. These technologies are widely 
available and fairly affordable at as little as 
$500 a year. Unfortunately, these tests are not 
commonly used in middle and high school 
sports. 

By providing coaches, athletes, and parents 
with the tools and information needed to iden- 
tify and understand the signs, symptoms, and 
implications of concussions, we can help to 
prevent needless deaths and countless inju- 
ries. The ConTACT Act will convene experts 
and stakeholders to establish a consensus set 
of concussion management guidelines and 
provide states with the resources to adopt, 
disseminate, and ensure the implementation of 
concussion management guidelines for stu- 
dent athletes. 

Madam Speaker, Congress must act now to 
pass this vital piece of legislation, so that we 
may provide our young athletes with the safety 
and protections that they deserve. 


HONORING THE TOP DOG ALUMNI 
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate all of the 2008 Top Dog 
Award recipients from California State Univer- 
sity, Fresno. All award winners were honored 
on Friday October 10, 2008 at the Awards 
Gala at the Save Mart Center in Fresno, Cali- 
fornia. 

The Top Dog Award is a great tradition for 
CSU Fresno. It allows the University to honor 
alumni that continue to give back to the Uni- 
versity. There are three award categories: Dis- 
tinguished Alumnus Award, Outstanding Alum- 
ni Awards and the Arthur Safstrom Service 
Award. 

The Distinguished Alumnus Award is the 
highest honor given to an alumna of the Uni- 
versity. The award is based on scholarship, 
leadership and service to CSU Fresno, the 
San Joaquin Valley and the State of Cali- 
fornia. It has been established to provide spe- 
cial recognition to an individual who has distin- 
guished themselves through outstanding 
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achievement during their post-collegiate ca- 
reer. The University President and the Alumni 
Association present the award. 

For 2008 the Distinguished Alumnus Award 
is being given to Nat DiBuduo, class of 1972. 
Mr. DiBuduo has strong roots in the Central 
San Joaquin Valley as a vineyard and winery 
owner. He attended CSU Fresno where he 
earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Plant 
Science/Viticulture and a minor in Business. 
He is also a graduate of the California Ag 
Leadership Program, holds a Certified Pest 
Control Advisor's license and a Department of 
Real Estate sales license. He has worked as 
an independent consultant overseeing farm 
management of 24,000 acres of winegrapes, 
nuts and vegetables. Today, he is President of 
Allied Grape Growers; a local organization that 
works with over 500 grower members from 
throughout California to competitively market 
the crops. During his time at CSU Fresno, he 
was student body vice president, but his serv- 
ice to the commundy did not stop there. He 
generously gives to his alma mater, and 
serves on the boards of the Ag One Founda- 
tion and the Fresno State Alumni Association. 

The Outstanding Alumni Awards recognize 
CSU Fresno alumna for outstanding accom- 
plishments in their field and to present such 
alumni to current CSU Fresno students as ex- 
amples of exceptional achievement. The 
Alumni Association works in conjunction with 
the deans of CSU Fresno’s eight schools/col- 
leges, as well as the dean of student affairs 
and the athletic director to identify and select 
candidates for the awards. 

This year there are twelve Outstanding 
Alumni Awards from the various schools, col- 
leges and divisions. The honorees are: 

Dr. Robert C. Cannell (class of 1986) from 
the College of Agriculture Sciences and Tech- 
nology. Dr. Cannell is the supply chain director 
for McDonald’s USA and is responsible for the 
quality and safety of the restaurant chain’s 
beef and pork. 

Brad Lewis (class of 1980) from the College 
of Arts and Humanities. Mr. Lewis is a Pixar 
Animation Studios producer, whose movie 
“Ratatouille” received Oscar, Golden Globe 
and Clio awards. 

Kern Donis (class of 1991) from the Ath- 
letics Department. Ms Donis is a former Bull- 
dog softball star; she played for two national 
titles. She is now deputy chief for the Fresno 
Fire Department. 

Steve Heinrichs (class of 1968) from the 
Craig School of Business. Mr. Heinrichs is a 
managing partner of Bulldog Capital Partners, 
a venture fund that invests in new business 
ideas and companies with potential to con- 
tribute to the Central San Joaquin Valley 
economy. 

Darlene Spano (class of 1969) from the 
Kremen School of Education and Human De- 
velopment. Ms. Spano has been an elemen- 
tary school teacher in Fresno for 32 years. 
She had embraced computer technology early 
enough to educate and assist her students 
and colleagues. 

Dr. Vida Ilderem (class of 1982) from the 
College of Engineering. Dr. Ilderem is the vice 
president of physical and digital realization re- 
search at Motorola Laboratories, the applied 
research arm of Motorola. 

Mabelle Selland (class of 1950 and 1972) 
from the Division of Graduate Studies. Ms. 


November 20, 2008 


Selland's community service includes the 
preservation of the old Administration Building 
at Fresno City College, the Veterans Memorial 
Auditorium restoration and active participation 
in numerous organizations. 

Pamela Loewen (class of 1966) from the 
College of Health and Human Services. Ms. 
Loewen has followed a career in military and 
public health nursing with extensive service to 
the University's Department of Nursing as it 
celebrates its 5Oth anniversary. 

Kendall Manock (class of 1951) from the 
Henry Madden Library. Mr. Manock is a local 
attorney and has been instrumental in obtain- 
ing materials for the Library's Central Valley 
Political Archive. He has also worked on many 
other library initiatives. 

Dr. Roy James Shlemon (class of 1958) 
from the College of Science and Mathematics. 
Dr. Shlemon has a consulting geological prac- 
tice that focuses on sites for nuclear power 
plants, waste facilities, large dams and resi- 
dential developments throughout the world. 

Thomas Williams (class of 1970) from the 
College of Social Sciences. Mr. Williams is the 
chairman and CEO of Universal Parks and 
Resorts, part of the NBC Universal division of 
GE. 

Ambassador Phillip Sanchez (class of 1957 
and 1972) from the Division of Student Affairs. 
Ambassador Sanchez retired as a newspaper 
publisher after government services included 
two ambassadorships and directing the War 
on Poverty as the nation's highest-ranking 
Latino government official. 

The third award is the Arthur Safstrom Serv- 
ice Award; it is awarded to an alumna or 
friend of CSU Fresno who has given out- 
standing service to the Alumni Association 
and/or the University. This year the award is 
presented to Dr. Arnold and Dianne Gazarian. 
The Gazarians' generous donations to the uni- 
versity have included a gift to the Smittcamp 
Alumni House, the Friends of the Madden Li- 
brary, the Presidents Fund and the Craig 
School of Business to establish the Arnold and 
Dianne Gazarian Real Estate Center. The 
couple has also provided incentives to attract 
others' gifts for the Haig and Isabel Berberian 
Endowed Chair in Armenian Studies. Beyond 
the campus, the Gazarians are benefactors of 
the Berberian Community Hospice Patient 
Services Center as well as the Homeless and 
Transitional Living Center in Modesto, Cali- 
fornia. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate all of the Top Dog Award re- 
cipients for their individual contributions. | in- 
vite my colleagues to join me in wishing the 
honorees many years of continual success. 


o 


RECOGNIZING DR. JAMES NAVIN 
OF HONOLULU, HAWAII 


HON. NEIL ABERCROMBIE 


OF HAWAII 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ABERCROMBIE. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to recognize Dr. James Navin, MD, 
FCAP. Dr. Navin, a resident of Honolulu, has 
made many valuable contributions to the field 
of medicine not only in Hawaii, but throughout 
the United States. 
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Dr. Navin began his medical career with the 
United States Army and has also served in the 
United States Army Reserve as well as the 
Hawaii Army Reserve National Guard, serving 
both Tripler General Hospital and Fort 
DeRussey. Dr. Navin is a recipient of the 
Bronze Star, as well as the Army Commenda- 
tion Medal. 

He is the current president of the Hawaii 
Society of Pathologists, and a member of a 
variety of pathology related specialties, includ- 
ing the Hawaii Medical Association, the Hono- 
lulu County Medical Society, the College of 
American Pathologists and the American Soci- 
ety of Cytopathologists. 

| came to know Dr. Navin as a passionate 
healthcare advocate in the 1990s. | worked 
closely with him and the national pathology or- 
ganizations to increase the reimbursement for 
a common but vital medical test. With his 
commitment, tenacity, and capacity to bring 
people together we succeeded legislatively. 
More importantly, we ensured that life saving 
medical testing was conducted according to 
best practice. 

An accomplished author, Dr. Navin has 
been published in over 30 medical publica- 
tions, including the Hawaii Medical Journal. He 
has been recognized by the American Pathol- 
ogy Foundation as the American Pathologist 
of the Year, 2000, and has been recognized 
several times as one of the Best Doctors in 
Hawaii. 

Dr. Navin will be stepping down as a mem- 
ber of the College of American Pathologists' 
Political Action Committee, but we are con- 
fident he will continue to be a strong voice for 
pathology. | urge my colleagues to join me in 
recognizing this outstanding physician for his 
commitment to patient care. 


EE 


HONORING AND REMEMBERING 
THE LIFE OF JOSEPH R. BURNS 


HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor and remember the life of an exem- 
plary American citizen, a friend, a comrade in 
arms during our service together on the 
frontlines of the Korean war, and a true hero— 
Joseph R. Burns, who passed away on No- 
vember 9, 2008. 

Joseph R. Burns was born on August 21, 
1930, in Charity Hospital, New Orleans, LA. 
Joe dedicated his life to protecting the free- 
dom of this great country through his many 
years of public service. Joe served in the U.S. 
Army during the Korean war conflict and un- 
derwent extreme hardships as a prisoner of 
war for 33 months and 11 days. 

After his service in the U.S. Army, Joe con- 
tinued to build his career in public service by 
obtaining a position as El Paso’s Deputy Sher- 
iff and creating programs to help children. 
Joe’s faith in his religion and love for service 
manifested itself when he performed his duties 
and responsibilities of a deacon at the Unity 
Missionary Baptist Church, and when he 
served as a senior usher for the church. 

Although Joseph R. Burns has passed, his 
legacy in public service will not go unnoticed. 
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His calm demeanor and quiet spirit will never 
be forgotten. He was a great influence to his 
family, his community, and our country. Jo- 
seph R. Burns is a national hero who will be 
greatly missed. 

He is succeeded by his beloved son 
Tyronne J. Burns, his family, and friends. 


EE 


RECOGNIZING CHIEF VERNON A. 
LOSH II OF SONOMA COUNTY, 
CALIFORNIA 


HON. MIKE THOMPSON 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today along with my colleague, 
Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor 
Chief Vernon A. Losh 11, who is retiring this 
month as chief/department director of the 
Sonoma County Department of Emergency 
Services. He has held the position since June, 
1999, and also served concurrently for over 5 
years as fire chief of Rancho Adobe Fire Pro- 
tection District. 

Chief Losh has had a long and distin- 
guished career in fire and emergency serv- 
ices, starting in 1974 with the South Placer 
Fire Protection District where he eventually 
held every rank from volunteer firefighter to 
full-time battalion chief. He came to Sonoma 
County in 1995 as deputy chief/fire marshal 
for the Department of Emergency Services 
and became Chief a few years later with re- 
sponsibility for all aspects of the Department's 
work. He deftly managed 23 full time employ- 
ees, over 350 volunteers, and a budget of 
$7.5 million. 

With extensive education in emergency 
management, including being one of the first 
12 people certified in the State of California as 
a fire chief, Chief Losh has shared his exper- 
tise for years as a community college fire 
Service instructor and also as chair of the 
Santa Rosa Community College Fire Tech Ad- 
visory Committee. A long list of professional 
affiliations—from local to international—is a 
testament to both his spirit of community vol- 
unteerism and the high regard with which he 
is held by his peers. He has been president of 
the Sonoma County Fire Chiefs Association, 
Sonoma County Department Heads Associa- 
tion, and the Northern California Firefighters 
Association, to name a few. 

Shortly after the anthrax and 9—11 terrorist 
attacks on our country, we met with Vern Losh 
and other Sonoma County officials. We were 
particularly impressed by the level of emer- 
gency preparedness as well as by plans to 
continuously upgrade and improve equipment 
and procedures. These efforts, directed by a 
coordinated leadership effort, clearly paid off 
when much of the County was affected by se- 
vere flooding a few years ago. The response 
was swift and organized, mitigating what could 
have been a serious disaster. 

The Losh family is also a source of pride to 
Vern. His wife Teresa is an accountant at the 
Sonoma County Office of Education and mar- 
athon walker for several charitable causes; his 
son Allen is a Specialist in the Army serving 
as a combat medic ready to be deployed to 
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Iraq on Thanksgiving Day; his daughter Whit- 
ney is a student at San Francisco State in the 
Public Health field. Whitney just finished her 
first marathon for the Leukemia Lymphoma 
Society. 

Perhaps since, as his biography states, he 
"currently serves as the Grand Emperor of the 
Cosmic Order of Fire Gods, an honor he has 
held since birth," Vern Losh won’t fully retire. 
He plans to continue as Chair of the Sonoma- 
Mendocino Red Cross, Chair of the Volunteer 
Fire Fighter Committee of the California State 
Fire Fighters Association, and as the Cali- 
fornia representative to the National Volunteer 
Fire Council. He will also become a volunteer 
firefighter for the City of Healdsburg. And he 
will continue his teaching at the California 
Community College. 

Madam Speaker, Sonoma County will miss 
the skills of Chief Vernon Losh, but we thank 
him for helping to make our emergency serv- 
ices strong. We know he will appreciate hav- 
ing time for his family and his hobbies—pho- 
tography, football and all sports, attending Gi- 
ants and 49er games . . . and firefighting. 


-Á 


CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF NOEMI 
ANDERSON 


HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to celebrate Noemi Anderson of 
Petaluma, California, for an unusual accom- 
plishment. Noemi just turned 111 years old, 
making her the oldest person in Sonoma 
County, the 67th oldest person on earth, and 
even the oldest known member of the Amer- 
ican Association of University Women 
(AAUW). 

Noemi doesn't know the secret of her lon- 
gevity. She has always exercised, eaten her 
vegetables, and quit smoking over 50 years 
ago. But these activities alone cannot account 
for her years. That is probably why research- 
ers are studying her life and genetics to un- 
ravel the secret. 

Although her mind and body are in good 
shape, Noemi laments the loss of her eyesight 
a few years ago. Until then, she was a sharp 
bridge player, ardent about the game and with 
an astonishing memory for the cards. Today, 
her memory is still quick as she talks about 
her life and her past. 

Born on September 28, 1897, Noemi Ber- 
nard grew up on a ranch in Oregon and later 
attended UC Berkeley. She became a history 
teacher and worked in various schools, 
marrying fellow teach Henry "Andy" Anderson 
in 1928. Shortly after their daughter Janice 
was born, she left teaching to take care of her 
home, including designing a new house for the 
family. 

Andy and Noemi led a full life in Hanford 
and also traveled a great deal. When Andy 
passed away in 1988, Noemi moved to the 
Bay Area to be near Janice and her family. 
Today she lives in an assisted living facility in 
Petaluma. Janice passed away in 2001. 

Madam Speaker, although we know we 
can’t all live to be 111 years old, it is fitting to 
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honor Noemi Anderson whose life exemplifies 
for us the benefits of living with enthusiasm 
and grace. | hope she will have many more 
birthdays to celebrate. 


——: 
CONGRESS HOLDS AN EXHIBITION 
OF THE ARTWORK OF DR. 


YUHUA WANG 


HON. CORRINE BROWN 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, on November 13th at the Capitol in 
Washington DC, several Members of Con- 
gress and the Congressional Arts Caucus held 
an exhibition of the artwork of Professor 
Yuhua Wang and an official reception hon- 
oring her. The exhibition hall was crowded 
with people, including numerous officials and 
dignitaries. Many Members of Congress, coun- 
cil members of the District of Columbia, am- 
bassadors, and diplomats came to appreciate 
the exhibits on display. They praised the 
beauty of the artwork as being beyond imagi- 
nation and praised Dr. Wang for bringing the 
light of beautiful art into the Capitol. Even after 
the exhibition ended, there were still Members 
of Congress who came to the exhibition hop- 
ing to view Dr. Wang's works of art. 

Professor Wang personally attended the of- 
ficial reception in her honor. The hall was filled 
to capacity, making it a very grand occasion. 
Members of Congress and members of the 
Congressional Arts Caucus added their sup- 
port by signing and presenting certificates of 
commendation. During the official reception, 
Members of Congress gave speeches ex- 
pressing their respect for Professor Yuhua 
Wang. They praised Professor Wang for her 
outstanding contributions to world color paint- 
ing, sculpture, oriental arts, and the develop- 
ment of cultural exchange. A Congressional 
Commendation stated that Professor Wang is 
a selfless person whose moral character is 
noble. It also stated that through her practice 
of Buddhism, she benefits humanity and all liv- 
ing beings. Members of Congress who initi- 
ated the exhibition proudly presented that 
Congressional Commendation to Professor 
Wang as a symbol of appreciation and grati- 
tude for her service to America and humanity. 
The Mayor of Washington DC, Adrian M. 
Fenty, presented to Professor Wang a certifi- 
cate welcoming the exhibition of her artwork in 
the Nation's Capital and welcoming her to visit 
the entire area of Washington DC. Members 
of Congress who initiated and held this art ex- 
hibition included CoRRINE BROWN, DANNY 
Davis, ELIOT L. ENGEL, ADAM SCHIFF, NEIL 
ABERCROMBIE, CHAKA FATTAH, DAVID Wu, and 
others. 

The exhibition displayed four of Professor 
Wang's hand-sculpted faux coral painted in oil 
colors. Those works are entitled "Glamour in 
Pink," "Arching Branches," "Parched Antiq- 
uity,” and “Cinnabar Nectar." Another exhibit 
is called "Seventy-Seven Stones," which are 
exquisitely hand-sculpted and painted faux 
cobblestones. Additionally displayed were 10 
ink-wash paintings called "Spiritual Air," "The 
Appeal of Lotuses," "Two Chicks Under the 
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Wool Tree," "Ink Alone Excels Nature," "Aus- 
picious Atmosphere at the Lotus Pond,” 
"Light, Elegant Ink; Three Lovely Flowers," 
"Yuhua," "Lotus Fragrance Blown by the 
Wind," "Golden Lotuses,' and “A Bit of 
Charming Autumn Scenery." The three oil 
paintings on exhibition were "Flying Object in 
the Night," "Heavenly World," and "Exuberant 
Life." All of these exhibits were authentic, and 
most of them were chosen by International 
Arts Publishing to be included in the book 
World's Highest-Level Color Paintings and Ink- 
Wash Paintings—the Art of Professor Yuhua 
Wang. At the exhibition, news reporters asked 
Professor Yuhua Wang which one of the 
works of art that she created is her favorite. 
Her answer, which she gave without hesi- 
tation, has profound meaning. She said, 
“Whichever work of art is everyone's favorite 
is my favorite work of art!" 

Dr. Yuhua Wang was born in China and 
permanently resides in the U.S. She is cur- 
rently a research professor at the College of 
Liberal Arts at Auburn University in Georgia. 
She has been highly commended by the presi- 
dent and vice-president of Auburn University 
and by the dean of the college where she is 
a visiting professor for her achievements in 
the study of colors. 

Professor Wang's hand-sculpted faux coral 
on which she painted oil colors are even more 
genuine-looking and more beautiful in form 
and color than real coral found at the bottom 
of the sea or on islands. Such works of art are 
many times more beautiful than natural coral 
and have become rare artistic treasures. It is 
no wonder that her art is regarded as "treas- 
ures of the world." 

The cobblestones that Professor Yuhua 
Wang hand-sculpted from light-weight material 
and painted are exquisite and were made with 
meticulous attention to detail. These intrigu- 
ingly and unpredictably varied faux cobble- 
stones are not only genuine-looking, they are 
even more beautiful than real cobblestones. 
Their spots, streaks, watermarks, weathered 
appearance, reflecting light, and hues are all 
lifelike and exquisite. In all of their myriad vari- 
ations, these cobblestones capture the spirit 
and form of real cobblestones yet surpass the 
beauty of natural ones. None of her cobble- 
stones duplicates any other cobblestone in 
form, lines, color, or extent of weathered or 
aged appearance. Each cobblestone is in and 
of itself а meticulously and realistically painted 
work of art. Just like Leonardo da Vinci's 
Mona Lisa and Vincent van Gogh's Sunflower 
Paintings, Dr. Wang's oil painting on these 
cobblestones has been called wondrous color 
application and the most superb art in the 
world. 

The ink and wash paintings of Professor 
Wang are boldly arranged yet lack the slight- 
est trace of affectation. They have an air of 
ease and smoothness and convey a sense of 
complete naturalness. They express loftiness 
and broadmindedness and are imbued with 
deep charm and liveliness. Those works of art 
by Professor Wang can indeed be called ink 
and wash paintings of the highest order. 

The modern paintings of Dr. Wang have a 
unique style to them. Their lines flow smoothly 
and freely. Their diverse and unpredictable 
color combinations can express bold intensity, 
overflowing enthusiasm, traditional elegance, 
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inspiring vitality, rustic charm, or majestic 
splendor. Those paintings are truly a feast for 
the eyes. Deeply embedded within them are 
feelings and wondrous skills. Her modern 
paintings are very sophisticated and should be 
carefully viewed. Actually, a magnifying glass 
would reveal that each of the many different 
parts that make up one of her modern paint- 
ings is a work of art in and of itself with its 
own unending appeal. 


-a 


HONORING SPIKE O'DELL ON HIS 
RETIREMENT FROM WGN RADIO 


HON. DANIEL LIPINSKI 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. LIPINSKI. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor Spike O'Dell, retiring host of the 
Spike O'Dell program on WGN Radio in Chi- 
cago. Spike has brought his unique style of 
humor and knowledge to countless 
Chicagoans every morning for the past two 
decades. | have appeared on his morning 
show numerous times, and 1 can honestly say 
that it has been a pleasure working with Spike 
and his staff, especialy his producer Jim 
Wiser. Spike will be sorely missed on the 
radio by all in Chicagoland. 


A native of East Moline, Illinois, Spike grad- 
uated from York College in Nebraska before 
obtaining his certificate in broadcasting from a 
local vocational school. His first radio job was 
at МЕМО in his home town of East Moline, ll- 
linois, before moving on to KSTT in Dav- 
enport, lowa. Next, he moved to WBT in Char- 
lotte, North Carolina, then on to KIIK back in 
Davenport, lowa. Spike's big break came in 
1987 when he was offered the afternoon show 
on WGN Radio in Chicago. He flourished in 
this role at WGN, garnering a loyal following, 
and in 2000 he succeeded the late Bob Col- 
lins as the host of morning programming. 
Since his appointment, Spike's show is con- 
sistently rated the top morning show in Chi- 
cago. 


The Spike O'Dell show did not just report 
the news, it was where the news was made. 
From exclusive interviews with everyone from 
entertainers to politicians, on sight reporting 
from across the globe and insightful editorials 
from Spike and a wide cast of contributors, the 
Spike O'Dell show was always both inform- 
ative and entertaining. 


The self proclaimed "worst kept secret" in 
radio, Spike announced his retirement nearly 2 
years ago, telling listeners that on January 1, 
2009 there would be a new host for the morn- 
ing show. While a successor has yet to be 
named, it is going to be extremely difficult to 
find someone as hard working and who gen- 
erates as loyal a fan base as Spike. 


It is my great privilege to honor Spike O'Dell 
for his commitment to radio in Chicago. | wish 
the best to Spike and his wife Karen. May his 
retirement be as successful and rewarding as 
his show. 
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HONORING LINDA RAWLS 
HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today along with my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON, to honor and acknowledge 
Linda Rawls, who has been named the 2008 
Sonoma Treasure Artist of the Year, or simply 
the Sonoma Treasure, by the City of Sonoma. 
Each year the City's Cultural and Fine Arts 
Commission selects one of the hundreds of 
artists living and working in the Sonoma Valley 
to receive this honor. Ms. Rawls was singled 
out for her decade's long work in costume de- 
sign. 

By one account, she has fitted and cos- 
tumed the stars and extras of more than 132 
productions, including those of the Sonoma 
City Opera, the Sonoma Ballet Conservatory, 
schools plays at Sonoma Valley High and 
each of the grade schools, Vintage House 
Senior Center, churches and Hootchie Doo 
Productions, a community theatre group. Her 
talents have led her to create designs for pro- 
ductions in neighboring counties, including 
42nd Street Moon productions in San Fran- 
cisco. 

According to Ms. Rawls, "Costumes have to 
do everything. A show can have no scenery, 
but with a woman's dress or a man's hat, you 
can decipher the time and place in an instant." 
She calls costumes the "elemental scenery of 
a play, telling more about character and con- 
text than anything else on stage." 

Ms. Rawls stumbled into her artistic calling 
26 years ago when the costume designer for 
a school opera in which her 8-year-old son 
was performing unexpectedly quit. She volun- 
teered to step in and has been following her 
passion ever since. 

Her peers have acknowledged Ms. Rawls 
work by awarding her the Best First Day Cos- 
tume Award from the International Gilbert and 
Sullivan Festival in Buxton, England in 1996 
and the Dean Goodman Choice Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Theatre for Cos- 
tume Design in 2003. 

Madam Speaker, Linda Rawls is a true artist 
in every sense of the word and it is appro- 
priate that we honor her today as the 2008 
Sonoma Treasure Artist of the Year. 


EE 


IN RECOGNITION OF COACH JIM 
BOEHEIM 


HON. JAMES T. WALSH 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
| rise today to pay tribute to Coach Jim 
Boeheim for helping to bring home a Gold 
Medal in Men's Basketball at the 2008 Beijing 
Olympics, and for his decades of service to 
Syracuse University basketball and the Syra- 
cuse community. 

Jim Boeheim, an Upstate New York native 
from the Wayne County town of Lyons, began 
his career with Syracuse basketball as a walk- 
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on player in 1962. By the time he was a sen- 
ior he had worked his way to being a co-cap- 
tain and helped lead his team to the NCAA 
tournament for the second time in school his- 
tory. After graduating from Syracuse, Jim had 
a successful pro playing career until he turned 
to coaching when he joined the Syracuse 
Men's Basketball coaching staff in 1969. He 
worked his way up the ranks, starting as a 
graduate assistant coach to ultimately being 
named head coach in 1976. 

For 32 years Jim Boeheim has honorably 
served as head coach of the Syracuse Univer- 
sity Men's basketball team. During his tenure 
he has become one of the most successful 
and respected coaches in college basketball 
history. He has led all of his teams to a win- 
ning record, including 30 seasons with 20 or 
more wins. His 30—20 win or better seasons 
ties him with coaching legend Dean Smith for 
the most ever. Under Coach Boeheim's direc- 
tion, SU has made it to the post-season 31 
times, including 25 trips to the NCAA Tour- 
nament where they made appearances in 
three championship games. In 2003 Coach 
Boeheim led the Syracuse Orange to its first 
ever NCAA National Championship Title. 

With 771 career wins, Jim ranks 11th all 
time in wins among Division 1 head coaches, 
4th among active coaches. He is also the 
winningest coach in Big East Conference his- 
tory, with 342 conference wins, which include 
five conference championships. In September 
2005 he was inducted into the Naismith Bas- 
ketball Hall of Fame. 

In November 2005, Jim continued to add to 
his hall of fame resume when he was named 
as one of three assistant coaches for USA 
Basketball Men's National Team for a three 
year appointment. His coaching expertise 
helped lead Team USA to an undefeated 
record in the 2008 Olympics, culminating in a 
118—107 victory over Spain in the gold medal 
game. Team USA’s victory not only brought 
home a gold medal, but it also restored pride 
and respect in American basketball, and Jim's 
role in achieving both was instrumental. His 
role as part of the gold medal men's basket- 
ball team gives us all another reason to ap- 
plaud him. With his Olympic success, Jim 
brought a piece of Syracuse to Beijing and a 
piece of the gold back to Syracuse. 

Jim is someone that | have admired for his 
entire career, not only for being a great coach, 
but for also being a great human being. He 
has always handled himself with class, even in 
the face of adversity from critics, many of 
whom have never even played basketball. He 
has never looked for credit in his teams' suc- 
cesses; he just goes out and does his job and 
does it well. | also hold Jim in high regard for 
his selfless contributions to his community 
through numerous charitable initiatives, includ- 
ing Coaches vs. Cancer, for which he has 
been a top fundraiser, nationwide, for many 
years. 

On behalf of the people of the 25th District 
of New York, | thank Coach Boeheim for his 
contributions to basketball, both at Syracuse 
and at the Olympic games, and for being an 
outstanding community leader. | also wish to 
thank Jim's wife Juli and his children for shar- 
ing him with us for all these years. Thank you 
Jim for your service and congratulations on all 
of your success. Best of luck in the upcoming 
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season; | know you and your team will con- 
tinue to make us proud. 


DANIEL WILLIAM BYRNE 


HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, on Octo- 
ber 5, 2008, Daniel William Byrne passed 
away at his home in Tulelake, CA with his 
wife, Geri, and his family at his side. Dan was 
one of the finest stewards of our great natural 
resources that | have ever known, and his 
contributions to northern California's agricul- 
tural community will be sorely missed. 

Dan was born on Sept. 19, 1954, in Klam- 
ath Falls, Ore., to Robert A. Byrne and Eliza- 
beth (Betty Lou) Byrne (Dalton) Shirley. He at- 
tended Newell Elementary School and grad- 
uated from Bellarmine College Prep in San 
Jose in 1972, then earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree in farm management from 
California Polytechnic State University in San 
Luis Obispo in 1977. While at Cal Poly, he 
met his future wife and partner, Geri Bielar, 
whom he married in 1978. 

Dan returned home after graduation and op- 
erated the family ranch with his father and his 
brothers. He demonstrated remarkable intel- 
ligence and earned respect as a rancher who 
took great pride in running cattle while also 
working in partnerships to improve steward- 
ship of the land. He and his brother, Mike, 
were awarded the Society for Range Manage- 
ment California Section Award in Excellence in 
Range Management in 1968 as well as the 
conservation award from the Klamath Soil and 
Water Conservation District and the Tulelake- 
Butte Valley Fair Farmer and Rancher of the 
Year Award, both in 2007. Dan was also given 
the California Farm Bureau Federation Distin- 
guished Service Award in 2008. Dan was a 
good friend and a fine man. 

His loved ones were an integral part of his 
life and his work, and | wish to offer my con- 
dolences to the entire Byrne family. Dan is 
survived by his wife, Geri, of Tulelake; sister, 
Elizabeth Flynn, of Danville, Calif., and her 
sons, Michael and Thomas; a brother, Bob, 
and his wife, Cory, of Tulelake and their 
daughters, Melissa, Gwen and Katelyn; a 
brother, Mike, and his wife, Bev, of Tulelake, 
and their son, Matt, and their daughter, 
Brianna; a sister, Pat Byrne, of Lodi, Calif.; his 
stepfather, Bob Shirley, of Chico, Calif.; and 
his mother-in-law, Joan Bielar, of Rocklin, 
Calif. 


TRIBUTE TO PETER HART 


HON. BILL SHUSTER 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor Peter Hart for his diligent and 
outstanding leadership as chairman of the Al- 
leghenies Chapter of SCORE, a nationwide 
organization providing free counseling to small 
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businesses around the country. As chairman 
of Alleghenies SCORE from 2006-2008, Peter 
led a team of 45 volunteers in assisting and 
counseling 400 small businesses around the 
region. 

SCORE was most fortunate to have had 
Peter as its chairman for the past two years. 
His background in the railroad and steel indus- 
tries and as a college educator has served 
him well in the dual role of counselor and ad- 
ministrator. His accomplishments include pro- 
viding formal training for new counselors; es- 
tablishing a chapter Web site; renaming the 
chapter "Alleghenies" to better identify the 
wide region that is served; and establishing a 
system for providing clients with counselors 
who closely match their professional needs. 
Peter has zealously devoted many extra hours 
into publicizing SCORE's mission and service 
in the Allegheny region. He is an excellent re- 
cruiter for the chapter, and his son has fol- 
lowed in his fathers footsteps, becoming a 
counselor in the Pittsburgh Chapter. 

Peter has demonstrated extraordinary devo- 
tion toward providing counseling for start-ups 
and continuing businesses located in Bedford, 
Blair, Cambria, Fulton and Somerset Counties. 
Peter Hart's chairmanship of the Alleghenies 
SCORE Chapter has inspired and enthused 
the volunteer members of the chapter and 
many others who have benefited from his self- 
less and tireless dedication and leadership. 1 
and the volunteers of Alleghenies SCORE 
would like to thank Peter Hart for his devotion 
to assisting his community and for inspiring so 
many others to do the same. 


EE 


HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OF RAY STEELE, JR. 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
along with my colleagues from California Mr. 
CARDOZA, Mr. NUNES and Mr. RADANOVICH to 
pay tribute to the distinguished public service 
of Ray Steele, Jr. After 41 years, Ray Steele 
is retiring as publisher and president of the 
Fresno Bee in Fresno, California. 

Prior to embarking on his distinguished ca- 
reer with the Fresno Bee, Ray worked at the 
Fowler Ensign and for the Associated Press 
Bureau in Fresno. In 1967, he began what 
would result in 41 years of service to the 
McClatchy Company. Mr. Steele worked tire- 
lessly in various positions with the Fresno 
Bee, the Sacramento Bee and with corporate 
headquarters. 

Ray started as a reporter with the Fresno 
Bee while he was still in college. During his 
time there he held several positions in the 
news room before moving to Sacramento in 
1982 to take on the position of administrative 
director of the Sacramento Bee, and then later 
becoming publisher of community publications. 
In 1986, Mr. Steele returned to Fresno, Cali- 
fornia and became the General Manager of 
the Fresno Bee, with responsibility for all busi- 
ness operations. After only seven years Mr. 
Steele moved on to corporate headquarters 
where he held several different management 
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positions. In 2001, he became publisher and 
president of the Fresno Bee. 

Throughout his distinguished career, Ray 
has served on numerous boards and has 
given back to his community. He currently 
serves on the board of directors of the Fresno 
Business Council, the Economic Development 
Corporation of Fresno County and the Fresno 
Regional Foundation. He also serves on the 
board of governors of California State Univer- 
sity Fresno Foundation as well as the advisory 
council of the Criminology Department. Ray 
has also been a lifetime member of the Fres- 
no State Alumni Association and previously 
served on the board of the Metropolitan Mu- 
seum of Art & Science. 

His service and accomplishments were rec- 
ognized by California State University, Fresno 
in 2005 when he received the Top Dog Award 
as the outstanding alumnus of the College of 
Arts and Humanities. In 2007, he was award- 
ed with the Jim Tucker Media Service Award 
which is presented by the Mass Communica- 
tion and Journalism Department at California 
State University, Fresno. 

Throughout his career, Ray Steele has prov- 
en to be a highly effective leader who has al- 
ways been committed to excellence in jour- 
nalism. As he gets ready to spend more time 
with his wife Mary Lou, daughters and grand- 
children, along with endeavors of interest to 
him, we thank him for his service and we wish 
him continued success and best of luck for the 
future. 


————— 


HONORING RAYMOND HATTER 
HON. DALE E. KILDEE 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor Raymond Hatter, as he retired from 
his position as Executive Director of Salem 
Housing Community Development Corpora- 
tion. An open house was held in his honor on 
November 7, 2008 in my hometown of Flint, 
Michigan. 

For the past 14 years, Raymond Hatter has 
provided leadership to the Salem Housing or- 
ganization. He has reinforced the Salem 
Housing commitment to provide safe, afford- 
able housing for limited income families and to 
support families through education, property 
management, and economic development. 
During his tenure, Salem Housing has devel- 
oped relationships with economic development 
organizations, the Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation, the Genesee County Land Bank 
Authority, and community groups in an effort 
to bring re-investment into City of Flint neigh- 
borhoods. Mr. Hatter's vision became reality 
when the area of Wood Street, M.L. King Ave- 
nue and Garland Street was cleared, cared for 
and became the Metawanenee Hills neighbor- 
hood. At a cost of 4 million dollars the 24 new 
homes provide affordable, safe and energy ef- 
ficient housing to families. 

In addition to his work revitalizing neighbor- 
hoods, Mr. Hatter is a member of the Flint 
Board of Education, the Co-Chairperson of the 
University of Michigan-Flint University Out- 
reach Department, Advisory Council Member 
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of the Federal Home Loan Bank of Indianap- 
olis, Board Member of the Mass Transpor- 
tation Authority Board of Directors, Board 
Member of the City of Flint Zoning Board of 
Appeals, and a Reader Representative of the 
Flint Journal’s Editorial Board. His work as Co- 
Chairperson of the City of Flint "Fifty Year 
Master Plan" Planning Committee guided the 
drawing up of comprehensive community de- 
velopment plans for the City. 

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep- 
resentatives to rise with me and applaud the 
work of Raymond Hatter. His foresight with 
Salem Housing Community Development Cor- 
poration has laid the groundwork for thriving, 
vibrant neighborhoods to take root in the City 
of Flint and his leadership has transformed the 
lives of numerous families. 


TRIBUTE TO PUI CHU YEE 
HON. WM. LACY CLAY 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
pay tribute to Jinba Pui Chu Yee, the world's 
youngest world-class artist and English lan- 
guage calligrapher. When she was 12 years 
old, International Arts Publishing published 
and distributed around the world a collection 
of her works entitled Pui Chu Yee Sculptured 
Landscapes and Calligraphy—The World's 
Youngest World-Class Artist and Calligrapher. 

Although Jinba Pui Chu Yee is still in high 
school, her highly creative powers in the field 
of art are incredible. The main theme of her 
hand-molded landscapes is natural scenery. 
Her captivating craftsmanship, which comes 
from nature yet transcends nature, takes the 
viewer into a world of fantasy. 

The New York Academy of Art evaluated 
her in 2004; the Academy issued a certificate 
signed by its Executive Director, Mr. Stephen 
Farthing. That certificate contained the fol- 
lowing evaluation: "It has been a great pleas- 
ure for both me as Executive Director, and my 
Faculty at the New York Academy of Art, to 
get to know the artwork of such an internation- 
ally acclaimed artist as Ms. Pui Chu Yee. Her 
unique approach transports the viewer beyond 
taste and fantasy to a point where enchant- 
ment and contemporary art meet. Her work is 
a great achievement." 

Pui Chu Yee is also an English language 
calligrapher. Jinba Pui Chu Yee was invited to 
create signatures in calligraphic style at an as- 
sembly. Attendees of that assembly included 
experts and scholars from Taiwan, Tibet, Thai- 
land, North America, and South America. Also 
in attendance were outstanding alumni, doc- 
torate holders, and university professors, all of 
whom graduated from prestigious U.S. univer- 
sities. At the assembly, Jinba Pui Chu Yee 
wielded her pen to the astonishment of all. Ev- 
eryone expressed admiration. 

Through her talent and hard work, Jinba Pui 
Chu Yee has opened a new chapter in the ap- 
preciation of art in this world. Under the per- 
sonal guidance of Jinba Pui Chu Yee, a high- 
tech art studio is now producing three-dimen- 
sional artistic images never before seen in this 
world that are created from some of her sculp- 
tured landscapes. 
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Additionally, Jinba Pui Chu Yee has re- 
ceived numerous honors and commendations 
from various governmental bodies, community 
organizations, and entities representing all 
walks of life. 

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize 
Ms. Jinba Pui Chu Yee, a extremely talented 
and creative young lady who has excellent 
moral character, deeply loves the United 
States, cares about the public good, and takes 
pleasure in developing the talents of others. In 
her honor | ask my congressional colleagues 
to join me in honoring her accomplishments as 
a premier artist around the world. 


— E лы 


IN HONOR OF TURBOMECA 
MANUFACTURING 


HON. SUE WILKINS MYRICK 


OF NORTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mrs. MYRICK. Madam Speaker, the Safran 
Group Company, Turbomeca Manufacturing, 
celebrated its grand opening on September 
25, 2008. This company proudly manufactures 
the engines that power the U.S. Coast Guard 
HH-65 Search and Rescue Helicopter fleet 
and that of the U.S. Army Light Utility Heli- 
copter fleet. 

Turbomeca Manufacturing provides  re- 
Sources, jobs and business growth to the city 
of Monroe, North Carolina, and has shown tre- 
mendous commitment to the community. This 
100,000 square foot factory plans to reach a 
production capacity of 200,000 hours per year 
by 2010, and will encompass a team of ap- 
proximately 180 employees. 

Madam Speaker, it is with great pride that 1 
honor and recognize this company in my dis- 
trict for the economic opportunities that they 
create and the outstanding community pres- 
ence they provide. 


EE 


A TRIBUTE TO THE FLOWERS OF 
MEMORY 


HON. BARNEY FRANK 


OF MASSACHUSETTS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, | have for many years had the ben- 
efit of learning from Jack Authelet, a journalist 
and the town historian of the town of 
Foxborough—an important town in my district 
known for a number of things, including being 
the home of our New England Patriots. 

Recently, Mr. Authelet wrote to me about a 
group that he accurately describes as “very 
appreciative and dedicated French citizens 
who have . . . made a solemn vow” that the 
Americans who gave their lives in the defense 
of freedom in France will not be forgotten. The 
organization of French citizens who have dedi- 
cated themselves to this is Les Fleurs de la 
Memoire, or The Flowers of Memory. 

Madam Speaker, what they have done and 
are doing is an inspirational example of inter- 
national cooperation, and | ask that the very 
thoughtful and informative letter from Jack 
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Authelet describing the work that they do be 
printed here, along with the essay entitled “A 
Tribute,” written by Claude Lavielle, who is 
president of Les Fleurs de la Memoire. This 
essay was written for Memorial Day 2002. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Authelet asked that | 
do this on Veterans’ Day, but since we were 
not in session on that day, | have chosen the 
next day in which it is possible to insert this 
into the RECORD as an appropriate way of ac- 
knowledging their great work. 


FOXBOROUGH HISTORICAL COMMISSION, 
Foxborough, MA. 
Congressman BARNEY FRANK, 
Newton, MA. 

DEAR BARNEY, thank you for your dedica- 
tion and leadership role in resolving the fis- 
cal crisis that grips this nation. In the midst 
of all the uncertainty, I would like to call to 
your attention a living tribute to the fallen 
of World War II that I pray will move you to 
call for national recognition of this unique 
volunteer effort on Veterans Day. 

In the aftermath of World War II, some 
15,000 American military personnel who 
made the Supreme Sacrifice remain on 
French soil in the Normandy and Brittany 
Cemeteries where there families seldom—if 
ever—have an opportunity to visit their 
graves. 

We as a nation have honored the pledge we 
would never forget their sacrifice in part by 
properly maintaining the military ceme- 
teries there and around the world. 

There are some very appreciative and dedi- 
cated French citizens who have also made a 
solemn vow: these brave Americans will 
never be forgotten because they know that 
every day they live in freedom, they become 
even more indebted to those who lie buried 
in the countries they came to liberate. They 
belong to the organization Les Fleurs de la 
Memoire (The Flowers of Memory) and each 
volunteer is assigned the grave of an Amer- 
ican to decorate at every opportunity and es- 
pecially on the American Memorial Day. 
Many volunteers adopt more than one grave, 
and also make every attempt to locate fam- 
ily members of the deceased that they might 
know someone is there looking over the 
grave of their loved ones. 

I became aware of The Flowers of Memory 
when Vincent Robillard, the French volun- 
teer assigned to the grave of Airman Clinton 
Davison (Class of 1939, Foxborough High 
School) was finally able to contact Clinton's 
brother, 93-year-old Lewis Davison of Wal- 
pole, himself a World War II veteran. I have 
been handling the correspondence for Lewis, 
for whom contact with the French volun- 
teers has brought the comfort of knowing 
there are many who appreciate the family's 
loss. Through Vincent, the family now has 
had many of its questions answered about 
the death of Clinton, even to an eye witness 
account of what happened that fateful day at 
the height of the war when his plane failed 
to return following a bombing run over Ger- 
many. I have attached а story I published in 
The Foxboro Reporter about the French vol- 
unteers and what this has meant to the 
Davison family. 

The commitment by these French volun- 
teers to honor those brave Americans is both 
heartwarming and extraordinary. However, 
most Americans don't even know the group 
exists. 

І have provided background on The Flow- 
ers of Memory in hopes that you would use 
your considerable influence by taking the 
initiative to afford this group and its volun- 
teers some national exposure this Veterans' 
Day that the people of America would know 
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about this magnificent tribute being paid 
every day to those who gave their lives when 
their Nation called. 


The attached information provides back- 
ground on The Flowers of Memory and their 
mission and I think it would bring comfort 
to the American people to know that so 
many people in France living in freedom 
today attribute that gift to those whose 
graves they decorate as an outward symbol 
of an inner vow that they will never be for- 
gotten. 


Thank you for your consideration and 
again, my personal appreciation for your in- 
Spired leadership in a time of crisis. 

JACK AUTHELET, 
Town Historian. 


[From fleursdelamemoire.free.fr] 
A TRIBUTE 
(By Claude Lavielle) 


Worse than death, is to be forgotten... 
So that this never happens to those to whom 
we owe so much, the association ‘‘Les Fleurs 
de la Memoire" (Flowers of Remembrance), 
came to life. It happened on December 15, 
2000, in Saint Lo, a city which, after the 
June 6, 1944, bombing raids, was called the 
Capital of Ruins. 


Since that day, along with our members, 
we have paved the way along memory’s 
roads. These paths of memory lead to the 
American military cemeteries where those, 
swept along by the Star-Spangled banner, 
listening only to their courage, came to offer 
their life, so that we could reclaim our free- 
dom. 


At the core of Les Fleurs de la Memoire, 
the 720 members, put aside their differences, 
religious beliefs, and their origins, share the 
same gratitude towards the GI’s who repose 
at Colleville-sur-Mer or Saint James. 


Together, on Memorial Day or individually 
on any other day of the year, we come to 
meditate, in silence, or in prayer. Then, in 
an affectionate gesture, as would a god- 
parent for their godchild, allowing the heart 
to speak, we place flowers at the base of the 
headstone. 


It is not uncommon to see grandparents, at 
times moved to tears, accompanied by their 
children and grandchildren moving along the 
rows on the way to find “the” grave. 


Once at the gravesite, their heads filled 
with images... . All listen, all meditate. 


Is it the sound of the breeze? . . . Rather, 
isn't it the sound of the souls, the living 
memory of the dead speaking to our sub- 
conscious? . . . Then the terrible sounds of 
combat invade the mind . .. those unbear- 
able sounds of bombs which explode... the 
whining cry of diving planes . . . the agoniz- 
ing cries of the suffering. All the horrors of 
war assault our memories. 


Finding the spirit of those who died for 
that we may live in а better world, kneeling 
in front of the headstone, placing these flow- 
ers, is this not а profound appeal for peace? 


That is, I believe, what each person feels 
when coming to execute their pledge towards 
our association, Les Fleurs de la Memoire". 
А humble pledge always accomplished with 
the infallible faith and immense fraternity 
with those whom we honor. It is true we 
have so much to say to you who sleep forever 
in our Normandy soil. Yes, so many things, 
which however must be resumed in one word: 
“Merci.” Yes, “Thank You. Always!" 
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TRIBUTE TO MARY FRANCES 
HILLOW 


HON. WM. LACY CLAY 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
recognize and honor Mary Frances Hillow, a 
distinguished student at Visitation Academy lo- 
cated in Town and Country, Missouri. Mary 
Fran continues to excel in and outside of the 
classroom. 


Mary Fran is an outstanding student. She 
shows a passionate drive to achieve academic 
excellence. Mary Fran is also a member of 
National Jr. Honor Society. The national junior 
honor society is one of the Nation's premier 
organizations established to recognize out- 
standing high school and middle level stu- 
dents. More than just an honor roll, NJHS 
serve to honor those students who have dem- 
onstrated excellence in the areas of Scholar- 
ship, Leadership, Service, and Character (and 
Citizenship for NJHS). 


Aside from her academic endeavors, Mary 
Fran is also an established varsity golfer at 
Visitation Academy. She dedicates at least 10 
hours every weekend to improving her golfing 
techniques. Mary Fran began playing her first 
18 holes of golf in December 2007, just 10 
short months later, she finished 10th in the 
Missouri State Golf Tournament. Mary Fran 
again excelled on the golf course by winning 
her second tournament after beating the sec- 
ond place player by 11 shots. 


Mary Fran's athletic achievements as a golf- 
er have landed a varsity position for Visitation 
Academy, something unusual for a freshman 
to achieve. She is one of five players on the 
varsity team. Her team was undefeated for the 
2008 season and won the state district tour- 
nament by 56 shots. 


Again, Mary Fran excelled at the State Dis- 
trict golf tournament with a 17 hole lead and 
ended in a tie for first place at 3 over, 75. Her 
team's score was an impressive 309 at the 
State District tournament. This is the lowest 
Score ever recorded in Missouri history. 


Mary Fran played in the Missouri State Golf 
Tournament October 20—21, 2008. She was 
one of the few freshman players in the tour- 
nament. Her team won the tournament by 55 
shots and Mary Fran was the number 2 player 
on her team. Individually, Mary Fran finished 
the tournament in 10th place out of an aston- 
ishing 120 players. 

Madam Speaker, Ms. Mary Frances Hillow 
has my absolute highest recommendation to 
be honored today. | admire her demonstrated 
commitment to academic excellence and her 
accomplishments as a golfer and team player. 
| urge my colleagues to join me in honoring 
such a wonderful Missouri student athlete. 
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HONORING THE HOLY ROSARY 
CHURCH OF  ANSONIA, CON- 
NECTICUT AS THEY CELEBRATE 
THEIR 100TH ANNIVERSARY 


HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 


OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that | rise today to extend my 
heartfelt congratulations to the Holy Rosary 
Church, its staff, and congregation as they 
commemorate their 100th Anniversary. This is 
a remarkable milestone for this community 
treasure and certainly cause for great celebra- 
tion! 


In the late nineteenth century, Italians began 
to settle in the City of Ansonia and within a 
few short decades the Italian population had 
risen to the hundreds. Families began to seek 
their own religious center and so they ap- 
proached the Assumption Parish to request 
the use of the church and it was graciously 
granted. The first mass was celebrated on Oc- 
tober 4, 1908 and as this was the first Sunday 
of October, it was also Rosary Sunday—and 
so the title was found, the Holy Rosary 
Church. 


The Holy Rosary Church has not only been 
a center for religious worship, but a vehicle 
through which their members could give back 
to the community. The St. Ann's Society for 
women, the St. Joseph's Society for men, and 
the Children of Mary Sodality for young 
women were all quickly founded following the 
establishment of the church and they were 
later joined by the Catholic Men's Club, the 
Catholic Women's Club, the Rosary Guild, and 
the parish's Catholic Youth Organization. The 
Societies can be credited with bringing the an- 
nual feasts honoring patron saints to their 
neighbors as well as succeeding in raising the 
capitol funds needed not only to purchase the 
property on which the church resides, but also 
to completely renovate the church several 
times throughout its history. 


Our churches play a vital role in our com- 
munities— providing people with a place to 
turn to for comfort when they are most in 
need. The members of the Holy Rosary 
Church have also given much to the City of 
Ansonia. Throughout the years, as their mem- 
bership grew so did its commitment to the en- 
richment of this community. By strengthening 
our bonds of faith, the Holy Rosary Church 
gives its members a place to find their spiritual 
center and to solidify and support their values. 


In its 100 year history, the Holy Rosary 
Church has built a strong foundation and its 
success is due to the dedication and commit- 
ment of each and every member of its con- 
gregation. Through their ministry and outreach 
efforts, they have left an indelible mark on our 
community and continue to enrich the lives of 
others. That is why | am so pleased to stand 
today to offer my sincere congratulations as 
they mark this very special centennial anniver- 
sary. The families, parishioners, and staff have 
much to be proud of as they celebrate this 
100th anniversary year. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR MILITARY ADVISORY COUN- 
CIL MEMBERS 


HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to pay tribute to five retired United 
States Generals who, for the past two years, 
have served as members of my Military Advi- 
sory Council. 

These distinguished Americans have served 
the Nation as leaders of our Armed Forces. 
They continue their service in our community. 
| am fortunate to have the benefit of their ad- 
vice on military affairs. 

As a member of the House Armed Services 
Committee, | have often turned to my Military 
Advisory Council as we considered legislation 
and appropriations to meet the needs of our 
Armed Forces. | have benefited immeasurably 
from their knowledge and experience. 

| commend them for their commitment to 
our men and women in uniform and thank 
them for making their expertise available to 
me. They are: General John Wickham Jr., 
former Chief of Staff, United States Army, 
General Donald Shepperd, former Director, Air 
National Guard, General John Cronin, former 
Deputy Commander, Fleet Marine, General 
Bill Van Dyke, former Adjutant General, Ari- 
zona National Guard, and General Ronald 
Shoopman, former Commander Arizona 162nd 
Fighter Wing. 

They all have proven themselves to be true 
patriots. It has been my privilege to have them 
as advisors on military issues. On behalf of 
our Armed Forces | thank them for their con- 
tinued service. 


— HU Ó— 


HONORING THE WORK OF CHIEF 
VERNON A. LOSH II 


HON. LYNN C. WOOLSEY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. WOOLSEY. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today along with my colleague, Congressman 
MIKE THOMPSON, to honor Chief Vernon A. 
Losh 11, who is retiring this month as chief/de- 
partment director of the Sonoma County De- 
partment of Emergency Services. He has held 
the position since June 1999, and also served 
concurrently for over 5 years as fire chief of 
Rancho Adobe Fire Protection District. 

Chief Losh has had a long and distin- 
guished career in fire and emergency serv- 
ices, starting in 1974 with the South Placer 
Fire Protection District where he eventually 
held every rank from volunteer firefighter to 
full-time battalion chief. He came to Sonoma 
County in 1995 as deputy chief/fire marshal 
for the Department of Emergency Services 
and became chief a few years later with re- 
sponsibility for all aspects of the department's 
work. He deftly managed 23 full-time employ- 
ees, over 350 volunteers, and a budget of 
$7.5 million. 

With extensive education in emergency 
management, including being one of the first 
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twelve people certified in the State of Cali- 
fornia as a fire chief, Chief Losh has shared 
his expertise for years as a community college 
fire service instructor and also as chair of the 
Santa Rosa Community College Fire Tech Ad- 
visory Committee. A long list of professional 
affiliations—from local to international—are a 
testament to both his spirit of community vol- 
unteerism and the high regard with which he 
is held by his peers. He has been president of 
the Sonoma County Fire Chiefs Association, 
Sonoma County Department Heads Associa- 
tion, and the Northern California Firefighters 
Association, to name a few. 

Shortly after the anthrax and 911 terrorist 
attacks on our country, we met with Vern Losh 
and other Sonoma County officials. We were 
particularly impressed by the level of emer- 
gency preparedness as well as by plans to 
continuously upgrade and improve equipment 
and procedures. These efforts, directed by a 
coordinated leadership effort, clearly paid off 
when much of the county was affected by se- 
vere flooding a few years ago. The response 
was swift and organized, mitigating what could 
have been a serious disaster. 

The Losh family is also a source of pride to 
Vern. His wife Teresa is an accountant at the 
Sonoma County Office of Education and mar- 
athon walker for several charitable causes; his 
son Allen is a specialist in the Army serving as 
a combat medic ready to be deployed to Iraq 
on Thanksgiving Day; his daughter Whitney is 
a student at San Francisco State in the public 
health field. Whitney just finished her first mar- 
athon for Leukemia Lymphoma Society. 

Perhaps since, as his biography states, he 
"currently serves as the Grand Emperor of the 
Cosmic Order of Fire Gods, an honor he has 
held since birth," Vern Losh won't fully retire. 
He plans to continue as chair of the Sonoma- 
Mendocino Red Cross, chair of the Volunteer 
Fire Fighter Committee of the California State 
Fire Fighters Association, and as the Cali- 
fornia representative to the National Volunteer 
Fire Council. He will also become a volunteer 
firefighter for the City of Healdsburg. And he 
will continue his teaching at the California 
Community College. 

Madam Speaker, Sonoma County will miss 
the skills of Chief Vernon Losh, but we thank 
him for helping to make our emergency serv- 
ices strong. We know he will appreciate hav- 
ing time for his family and his hobbies—pho- 
tography, football and all sports, attending Gi- 
ants and 49er games, and firefighting. 


EE 


HONORING LINDA RAWLS OF 
SONOMA, CALIFORNIA 


HON. MIKE THOMPSON 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today along with my colleague, 
Congresswoman LYNN WOOLSEY, to honor and 
acknowledge Linda Rawls, who has been 
named the 2008 Sonoma Treasure Artist of 
the Year, or simply the Sonoma Treasure, by 
the city of Sonoma. Each year the city's Cul- 
tural and Fine Arts Commission selects one of 
the hundreds of artists living and working in 
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the Sonoma Valley to receive this honor. Ms. 
Rawls was singled out for her decade's long 
work in costume design. 

By one account, she has fitted and cos- 
tumed the stars and extras of more than 132 
productions, including those of the Sonoma 
City Opera, the Sonoma Ballet Conservatory, 
school plays at Sonoma Valley High and each 
of the grade schools, Vintage House Senior 
Center, churches and Hootchie Doo Produc- 
tions, a community theatre group. Her talents 
have led her to create designs for productions 
in neighboring counties, including 42nd Street 
Moon productions in San Francisco. 

According to Ms. Rawls, “Costumes have to 
do everything. A show can have no scenery, 
but with a woman's dress or a man's hat, you 
can decipher the time and place in an instant." 
She calls costumes the "elemental scenery of 
a play, telling more about character and con- 
text than anything else on stage." 

Ms. Rawls stumbled into her artistic calling 
26 years ago when the costume designer for 
a school opera in which her 8-year-old son 
was performing unexpectedly quit. She volun- 
teered to step in and has been following her 
passion ever since. 

Her peers have acknowledged Ms. Rawls 
work by awarding her the Best First Day Cos- 
tume Award from the International Gilbert and 
Sullivan Festival in Buxton, England, in 1996 
and the Dean Goodman Choice Award for 
Outstanding Achievement in Theatre for Cos- 
tume Design in 2003. 

Madam Speaker, Linda Rawls is a true artist 
in every sense of the word and it is appro- 
priate that we honor her today as the 2008 
Sonoma Treasure Artist of the Year. 


HONORING FRANK C. TROTTA 


HON. TIMOTHY H. BISHOP 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. BISHOP of New York. Madam Speaker, 
| rise today to honor one of Long Island's fin- 
est public servants, Frank C. Trotta, who re- 
cently left office after serving for a quarter 
century as mayor of the village of Bellport—a 
historic community, which, thanks in no small 
part to Mayor Trotta's leadership, has suc- 
cessfully preserved its character and identity. 

On October 30, | was proud to join the 
Bellport Chamber of Commerce in honoring 
Mayor Trotta for his steadfast commitment and 
countless contributions to the people of 
Bellport. This tribute was celebrated at the 
Bellport Country Club, which could not have 
been a more appropriate location considering 
that it was losing $35,000 a year when Mayor 
Trotta entered office. 

Today, the golf course generates more than 
$1 million a year in revenue for Long Island's 
economy which is one of the main reasons 
that village taxes are among the lowest on 
Long Island. 

During his tenure, Mayor Trotta dem- 
onstrated a strong commitment to fiscal re- 
sponsibility and low taxes while protecting vital 
government services. His legacy is clear: 
Today, Bellport is on solid financial footing and 
has been recognized by CNN and Money 
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Magazine as one of the best places to live on 
the east coast and is 1 of the 10 "hottest" Zip 
Codes in New York State. 

| have been privileged to know Frank Trotta 
for nearly 35 years, long before either of us 
entered public service. We attended graduate 
classes together in the summer of 1974 at 
Southampton College and | am proud to say 
that we have been friends ever since. | 
watched with great pride as Frank's career 
blossomed. As someone who was new to pub- 
lic service when | was elected to Congress in 
2002, | learned a lot simply by watching and 
talking to Frank. 

Although Frank and 1 do not belong to the 
same political party, we share a common phi- 
losophy, which is that you always put the 
needs of the community first. There must al- 
ways be a place in public service for a man 
like Frank Trotta who understands that political 
partisanship has no place in village govern- 
ment and we should all treat one another with 
courtesy and civility. 

For anyone who has ever walked with Frank 
during Bellport's Fourth of July parade, it is 
plain to see how much he loves his commu- 
nity and how much that community loves him. 
Mr. Speaker, | am honored to help honor my 
friend, Frank Trotta, for his years of service to 
the village of Bellport and our Nation. On be- 
half of New York's First Congressional District, 
| wish him continued success, happiness and 
good health in his future endeavors as a pri- 
vate citizen and one of Long Island's favorite 
sons. 


——— e 


CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR MEMBERS OF THE SOLAR 
ENERGY ADVISORY COUNCIL 


HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor the forward-thinking men and 
women of Southeastern Arizona who for the 
past two years have served as members of 
my Solar Energy Advisory Council. 

Arizona is known throughout the world as a 
place of abundant sunshine. Harnessing the 
power of the sun and putting it to use as a 
source of energy has been among my top pri- 
orities as a member of the United States 
House of Representatives. Great strides have 
been over the past two years in advancing this 
goal, the most significant of which has been 
the extension of the investment tax credit. 

Many individuals across our country played 
a role in this achievement. Among them are 
the twelve determined members of my Solar 
Energy Advisory Council. Each and every 
council member played a crucial role in help- 
ing expand the availability and use of solar en- 
ergy in our nation. 

The Members of my Solar Energy Advisory 
Council are: 


Tom Alston, Roger Angel, Kendall Burt, 
Dennis Dickerson, Prabhu Dayal, Richard 
Elias, Steve Farley, Tedra Fox, Michael 


Gering, Britt Hanson, William Harris, Scotty 
Johnson, Katharine Kent, Leslie Liberti, Mayor 
Paul Loomis, Jacquie McNulty, Tom Peterson, 
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Bruce Plenk, Luther Probst, Valerie Rauluk, 
Denise Richerson-Smith, David Rousseau, 
Joaquin Ruiz, Shirley Scott, Joe Simmons, 
Denise Smith, Mayor Bob Strain, Leslie 
Tolbert, Nina Trasoff, Karin Uhlich, Mayor 
Robert Walkup, John Waszczak, John Wesley 
Miller. 

| commend them for their hard work and 
dedication and look forward to their ongoing 
advice and counsel as we continue to make 
solar energy more available to the citizens of 
my District, the state and the nation. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO THE KANSAS CITY, 


KANSAS, CHAMBER OF COM- 
MERCE’S CONGRESSIONAL 
FORUM 
HON. DENNIS MOORE 
OF KANSAS 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MOORE of Kansas. Madam Speaker, | 
rise today to celebrate the 40th anniversary of 
the Congressional Forum luncheon group 
sponsored by the Kansas City, Kansas, Area 
Chamber of Commerce. Forty years ago in 
1968, this group was founded to be a link be- 
tween the elected congressional representa- 
tive and the business community served by 
the Third District of Kansas. It has continued 
to the present day, and shows no signs of 
slowing down any time soon. 

At that time, Congressman Larry Winn rep- 
resented the Third Congressional District of 
Kansas in the United States House of Rep- 
resentatives. Budgets for travel between 
Washington and Kansas were limited. Con- 
gressman Winn and his chief of staff, Dick 
Bond, wanted to find a way for Congressman 
Winn to return more often to his home district. 
The Congressional Forum luncheon group 
was founded to help cover those travel costs, 
and to give its members a monthly report from 
their Member of Congress. 

Even after Larry Winn retired, the group and 
its traditions have continued. For 40 years, the 
scheduled speaker at Congressional Forum 
has been the Member of Congress for the 
Third Congressional District, unless he or she 
was unable to attend. If that was the case, 
then the Member of Congress made arrange- 
ments for a substitute speaker. 

Although the representation of the Third Dis- 
trict has changed over the years, the Mem- 
bers commitment to this unique group has 
not. Every Member of Congress elected since 
1968 has agreed to attend and speak to this 
group on a regular basis. 

Those Members of Congress include: 

Congressman Larry Winn, who served in 
Congress from 1967 to 1985; 

Congresswoman Jan Meyers, from 1985 to 
1997; 

Congressman Vince Snowbarger, from 1997 
to 1999; 

And me, Congressman Dennis Moore, from 
1999 to the present. 

For some time, the group actually held their 
meetings across the state line at the Golden 
Ox Restaurant in Kansas City, Missouri, be- 
cause a portion of the parking lot of that ven- 
erable restaurant was actually in Kansas City, 
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Kansas. At the present time, the group meets 
once again in the heart of downtown Kansas 
City, Kansas, at the Reardon Convention Cen- 
ter. 

It is a testament to this group that an orga- 
nization founded by Republican business lead- 
ers has continued even when a Democratic 
congressman like me was elected. | have 
found that this group gives me a great sound- 
ing board on the thoughts of my home district. 
While not every member of Congressional 
Forum supports me at the ballot box, 1 know 
they will express their views to me with candor 
and courtesy. 

For most of its history my good friend, Dr. 
Fred Bosilevac presided over the Congres- 
sional Forum luncheons as its President. For 
most of us, Dr. Fred remains the heart and 
soul of the Congressional Forum luncheons. 
Now age 92, Dr. Fred is still an active and in- 
terested member of Congressional Forum, al- 
though Bill Eppenheimer has taken over the 
gavel (or rather the cowbell) as President 
since Dr. Fred's retirement in 2006. 

It is a distinct honor for me to express my 
affection and high regard for this unique 
group. A copy of my remarks will be presented 
at the Congressional Forum’s December 
meeting, which hopefully will include many 
former Members of Congress from the Third 
District, as well as Dr. Fred; Bill Eppenheimer; 
Cindy Cash, the current President of the Kan- 
sas City, Kansas, Area Chamber of Com- 
merce; and many other important leaders to 
this group and our community. 

Madam Speaker, | thank you for the oppor- 
tunity to share the story of the Congressional 
Forum with our colleagues. 


TRIBUTE TO THOMAS WOLFF 


HON. JOE COURTNEY 


OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, for near- 
ly 6 decades Thomas Wolff built a legacy in 
Connecticut that included a prolific business 
career, leadership in academic and political 
communities, authorship of countless books 
and articles, and extensive philanthropic en- 
deavors. His legacy has touched countless 
lives and will continue to inspire generations to 
come. While his passing brings great sadness 
to our community, reflecting on the memories 
of this extraordinary man brings solace to 
those in mourning. 

Thomas was born in New York City in 1928. 
In 1949. he moved to Vernon, Connecticut, 
and married his high school sweetheart, Bette. 
Following service in the Korean war, Thomas 
attended the University of Connecticut and 
graduated cum laude with a degree in eco- 
nomics. Shortly after, he would translate these 
studies and an uncanny business sense into a 
lifelong, successful business career. 

In the late 1950s, he launched Wolf-Zachin 
and Associates, a successful insurance firm 
that has remained a fixture in Connecticut's 
business community. The firm, now called the 
Wolff Group, is currently headed by his three 
children, Gary and Greg Wolff and Debi Davis, 
as well as his grandson, Keith Wolff. In 1969, 
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Thomas launched Vernon Publishing Services, 
Inc., a publishing company that created train- 
ing manuals and presentation binders for pro- 
fessionals in the insurance industry. 

His work in the insurance industry would de- 
fine him as one of the most respected and 
knowledgeable leaders in the field. Highlights 
of his career include president of the Con- 
necticut Association of Insurance and Finan- 
cial Advisors, president of the National Asso- 
ciation of Insurance and Financial Advsors, 
chairman of the board of Life Insurance Un- 
derwriters Training Council, and recipient of 
the International Insurance Society Gold 
Medal for Excellence. 

Additionally, Thomas served on the Vernon 
Board of Education, UConn’s University Foun- 
dation Board, and was a member of Vernon’s 
Town Council. He also brought the Big Broth- 
ers and the YMCA to Vernon, was the presi- 
dent of the Rockville Rotary Club, and en- 
dowed countless UConn programs and cam- 
pus amenities. 

Beyond these numerous accolades, con- 
tributions, and achievements, Thomas was a 
devoted family man and friend to many in our 
community. His wife, Bette, whom he married 
in 1949, was his closest confidant for nearly 6 
decades. The outpouring of love and support 
from his wife, children, grandchildren, and ex- 
tended family reflects the strong bond that 
they shared. 

Thomas lived an extraordinary life, filled with 
personal and professional vigor and he will be 
greatly missed. | ask my colleagues to join 
with me and my constituents in honoring his 
life and offering condolences to his family. 


n 


RECOGNIZING EAST MT. ZION 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH ON 
ITS 180TH ANNIVERSARY 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, on 
behalf of the United States Congress, it is an 
honor for me to rise today in recognition of 
East Mt. Zion United Methodist Church on its 
180th Anniversary. 

For the past 180 years, East Mt. Zion has 
continued to inspired people throughout the 
Northwest Florida area. The church has with- 
stood the societal, geographical, and archeo- 
logical changes that have occurred over its 
long history, thus authorizing its members 
constant faith and enduring dedication. 

Opening amidst humble beginnings, East 
Mt. Zion was initially a rudimentary structure 
built out of logs. After fire destroyed the build- 
ing, its members rebuilt the church with what- 
ever materials were available. Logs from a 
nearby forest were used for the walls and 
slabs from a local sawmill were made into the 
pews. In the early twentieth century a more 
modern church was constructed. Services 
were held in that location until 1956, when the 
present church began construction. Since 
then, the congregation has continued to grow 
exponentially as worshippers throughout the 
Northwest Florida area travel to East Mt. Zion. 

Over the years, East Mt. Zion has served as 
a great source of inspiration for its members, 
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who have always helped participate in the bet- 
terment of the church. Bake sales, quilt sales, 
and various other fundraisers were held by the 
members to raise costs for the various con- 
struction projects that the church has held 
over the years. Their enduring dedication 
serves as testimony to the excellence of East 
Mt. Zion and this milestone anniversary is evi- 
dence of the greatness the church has 
achieved. 

Madam Speaker, on behalf of the United 
States Congress, | am proud to recognize 
East Mt. Zion on this outstanding achieve- 
ment. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO MELVIN McCREE 


HON. DALE E. KILDEE 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor Melvin Phillip McCree. Melvin passed 
away on November 12th following a long ill- 
ness and a tribute will be held tomorrow in re- 
membrance of his life and work. 

After graduating from Flint Northern High 
School, where he was the Student Council 
President, Melvin went on to graduate from 
Mott Community College. He continued his 
studies at Western Michigan University and 
the University of Michigan-Flint. In 1981 he 
was elected to the Flint City Council for the 
Fifth Ward. During his service on the Council, 
he was elected to a record-setting 5 consecu- 
tive terms as Council President. 

Appointed to the position of Register of 
Deeds in 1990, Melvin was re-elected for 4 
more terms. During the 18 years he served as 
Register of Deeds, Melvin sought to bring the 
office into the 21st century. He was diligent in 
implementing new technologies to provide bet- 
ter service to the public. Melvin developed an 
office website, a system to scan and store all 
documents digitally, and the ability to provide 
documents to the public in a variety of media. 
Through his foresight, the Genesee County 
Register of Deeds office is a model for other 
county offices to image and store records. 

Melvin McCree was an enthusiastic, con- 
scientious public servant, an insightful inno- 
vator, and a thoughtful humanitarian. | knew 
Melvin since he was a child and | watched him 
grow and develop into a good man, and a kind 
friend. | valued his counsel, his sense of 
humor, and his community spirit. 

Madam Speaker, | ask the House of Rep- 
resentatives to rise with me and honor Melvin 
Phillip McCree. The people of Genesee Coun- 
ty have lost a dedicated public official and | 
mourn his passing. 


EE 


IN CELEBRATION OF DENIS 
O’SULLIVAN’S 75TH BIRTHDAY 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
celebrate the 75th birthday of Mr. Denis 
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O'Sullivan, a wonderful brother-in-law, hus- 
band, and father. He is married to Elizabeth 
O’Sullivan, and has made his home in Moun- 
tain Lakes, New Jersey for the past 35 years. 

Denis was born December 2, 1933 in New 
York City at Lennox Hill Hospital. He was edu- 
cated in New York State Schools and was 
founder-owner of O’Sullivan Menu Publishing. 
His company started small, with a staff of less 
than 10, and grew to employ over 200 people 
in the United States and England. 

O'Sullivan Menu Publishing had a ground- 
breaking impact on the airline industry by pro- 
viding the first comprehensive service for the 
creation and production of printed menus. 
These international menus were translated 
into 84 different languages. 

Since retirement in early 2008, Denis has 
been intently working for charitable and philan- 
thropic causes. He currently serves on three 
individual boards in various capacities, includ- 
ing President. For many years he supported 
the fundraising activities of St. Clare's hospital 
in Denville, New Jersey. He is currently Vice- 
Chairman of the Board of the Visiting Nurse 
Association of Northern New Jersey, and 
maintains special interest in their Alzheimer's 
disease support facility. 

Denis is a loving and generous father of 
three as well as a step-father of three. His 
unstinting support of education for all of these 
children has produced six college educations 
and three post-graduate degrees. Denis' six 
grandchildren are an enduring source of love, 
pride, and pleasure in his life. 

| thank Denis for the countless lives that he 
has touched through his many accomplish- 
ments. It is for these reasons that | join Denis 
O'Sullivan's family and friends in wishing him 
a blessed 75th birthday and continued health 
and happiness in the years to come. 


ROBERT CRIBBS 


HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, on Octo- 
ber 30, 2008, Robert Cribbs passed away in 
the presence of his loving family. Bob was a 
true innovator who successfully developed five 
high technology companies. He was also 
deeply committed to his personal interests, 
most notably in the area of Egyptian culture. 
Bob was recognized throughout his life for his 
great work, and his presence as an entre- 
preneur, professor, scientist, father, husband 
and friend will be sorely missed. 

Bob came to California after graduating from 
the Carnegie Institute of Technology with a 
degree in physics. He arrived with his wife, 
Donna, and two infant boys, Mark and Bob, to 
work at Aerojet General Corporation. Soon 
after, Bob and Donna's daughter, Sherry, was 
born. In 1967, Bob left Aerojet to form Electra- 
Physics Laboratories (EPL), located in Fol- 
som. After General Electric became interested 
in EPL and purchased the rights to work with 
part of the company, the remaining division 
was named Folsom Research Inc. (FRI) and 
moved to Rancho Cordova. FRI was bought 
by Barco, and soon after Bob formed 
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SoniPulse, Inc., in El Dorado Hills. Bob also 
co-founded a medical company, LipoSonix, 
Inc. 

Bob was an expert in ultrasound technology. 
He used this knowledge not only to further im- 
portant medical research, but also for dis- 
covery as he explored the pyramids in the Val- 
ley of the Kings in search of the burial cham- 
ber of pharaoh Seti using ultrasound and RF 
equipment to locate the tomb. Bob's keen in- 
terest in Egyptian music also led him to prove 
that Pythagoras actually stole the musical 
scale from the Egyptians. 

Bob's life was full of accomplishments, and 
those of us who were fortunate enough to 
know him will miss him dearly. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with his wife of 51 years, 
Donna; his children Bob, Mark and Sherry; his 
grandchildren Tensor Chen, Weijing Chen, 
Jason, Sommer, Royce, Anneleise апа 
Gretchen; and his great-grandchild Adam. 


— 


HONORING MANCINI’S CHAR 
HOUSE ON THE OCCASION OF ITS 
60TH ANNIVERSARY 


HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 


OF MINNESOTA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, it is my great pleasure to rise to pay 
tribute to the Mancini family and all employees 
of Mancini's Char House and Lounge in Saint 
Paul in honor of their 60th anniversary year. 
Mancini's restaurant has earned a legendary 
reputation for hospitality, serving a gathering 
place for generations of Saint Paul families, 
friends, as well as quite a few local and na- 
tional sports stars and celebrities. Anybody 
who comes to Mancini's looks forward to hav- 
ing a great meal and a special occasion. 

It all began with Nick Mancini, who opened 
his first small tavern on Saint Paul's West 7th 
Street in 1948, with strong support from his 
family—especially his mothers famous spa- 
ghetti. It was not long until Nick met his wife 
Maryann, who was with him every step of the 
way, until he passed away in 2007. 

Throughout his entire life, Nick's generous 
and friendly presence personified Saint Paul 
hospitality. Nick's greatest pleasure was greet- 
ing his customers and making them feel at 
home. Nick also delighted in serenading din- 
ers with his beautiful accordian music. Nick's 
sons Pat and John now own the restaurant, 
continuing the tradition of hospitality with the 
help of the whole family, including their moth- 
er, children and Nick's sister Bertha. Their 
many loyal employees feel like they are part of 
the family. 

Hospitality was the cornerstone of Nick's 
business success, growing through the years 
from a tiny bar to a 600-seat steakhouse. 
Mancini's has been a crossroads of who's who 
in sports, Hollywood and politics. Nick’s son 
John estimates that 300 photographs of nota- 
ble patrons line the walls of the lounge. 
Mancini’s 1986 major expansion even at- 
tracted the attention of singer Tony Bennett, 
who lent his voice and star power to the cele- 
bration. 

Despite Mancini's great success, the family 
restaurant has remained focused on its neigh- 
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borhood roots. Among their most loyal cus- 
tomers are the families who grew up with Nick 
and his family. Mancini's Sports Hall of Fame 
pays tribute to nearly 150 Saint Paul athletes 
who are leaders in teaching, coaching or sup- 
porting amateur or professional athletics in 
Saint Paul. 

Hospitality continues to be the biggest draw 
at Mancini's—but their fantastic steaks don't 
hurt either. In recent years, their famous 12- 
ounce Mancini's sirloins have been enjoyed 
worldwide. Through an ambitious effort called 
"Serving Our Troops,” Mancini’s has 
partnered with several other family-owned 
Saint Paul restaurants, other local businesses 
and hundreds of volunteers to stage several 
major picnics for Minnesota National Guard 
troops and their families. Since 2004, they 
have donated their time and thousands of 
steaks to bring Saint Paul hospitality to troops 
and their families in Mississippi, Oklahoma, 
Kosovo and Iraq. “Serving Our Troops" truly 
speaks to the community spirit and hospitality 
epitomized by the Mancini family. Many peo- 
ple talk about supporting our military families, 
but the Mancini family has gone above and 
beyond the call of duty in sharing Saint Paul 
hospitality. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
the Mancini family and all employees of 
Mancini’s Char House and Lounge on the first 
60 years of a remarkable Saint Paul institu- 
tion. We look forward to many more. 


n 


CONGRESSIONAL RECOGNITION 
FOR MEMBERS OF THE VET- 
ERANS ADVISORY COUNCIL 


HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to pay tribute today to the men and 
women of Southeastern Arizona who for the 
past two years have served as members of 
my Veterans Advisory Council. 

These former members of our Armed 
Forces live throughout my 8th Congressional 
District, they come from all walks of life and 
they represent every branch of military service 
and every military conflict from World War II to 
the present time. 

They are a very diverse and multi-talented 
group and yet they all have one important 
thing in common. They all willingly contributed 
their time, experience and knowledge as advi- 
Sors to me on issues concerning veterans. 

Their wise counsel and insights have been 
invaluable to me. By serving on my Veterans 
Advisory Council, they have continued to 
serve their country and the men in women 
who have put on the uniform. We owe them 
a tremendous debt of gratitude. 

The Members of my Veterans Advisory 
Council are: Stan Abrams, Sergio Arellano, 
Bob Berry, John Cronin, Jim Ellars, Johnny 
Fajardo, Mary Figura, Terrie Gent, Dale 
Halstead, Frank Hartline, Amy Hartline, Thom- 
as Heaney, Mike Klier, Mel Kloor, Col. Joey 
Strickland, Pepe Mendoza, Tommy Mendoza, 
Able Moreno, Pam Murphy, Norma Navarre, 
Chuck Larry Ohara, Bob Parson, Dan Ross, 
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DuWayne Smith, John Soltero Sr., Mary Pat 
Sullivan, Christian Vasquez, Bob Walton, Bar- 
bara Williams, Don Williams, and Bob Win- 
chester. 

| am grateful to them for their advice and 
their advocacy on behalf of our veterans and 
| look forward to their continued assistance in 
the next two years. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. JERRY LEWIS 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. LEWIS of California. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to Republican earmark guidance, | 
am submitting the following project that was 
included in H.R. 2638, the Consolidated Secu- 
rity, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Ap- 
propriations Act of 2009: 

Requesting Member: Congressman JERRY 
LEWIS. 

Department of Defense Appropriations Act 
for Fiscal Year 2009. 

Project Name: Lafayette Escadrille Memo- 
rial. 

Account: American Battle Monuments Com- 
mission (ABMC). 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: U.S. Air 
Force. 

Address of Requesting Entity: HQ USAF/ 
CC, 1670 Air Force Pentagon, Washington, 
DC 20330. 

Description of Request: Provide 
$500,000.00 to conduct an updated engineer- 
ing study of the Lafayette Escadrille Memorial 
to determine the long term recurring costs to 
preserve and maintain the memorial at ABMC 
standards. 


ee 


HONORING CESILIA LOMELI- 
PEREZ, FNP, MPH 


HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madan Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Cesilia “CeCe” Lomeli- 
Perez upon being awarded with the “Commu- 
nity Health Champions Award” at the 2008 
West Fresno Health Care Coalition’s 4th an- 
nual “This is Your Life of Service” dinner and 
award ceremony. This year the ceremony will 
be held at the Radisson Hotel Conference 
Center in Fresno, Calitbrnia on Friday, Octo- 
ber 24th. 

CeCe Lomeli-Perez grew up in Patterson, 
California. She attended Patterson High 
School and Modesto Junior College where she 
received her Associate’s of Science and Reg- 
istered Nurse degrees. She moved to Fresno, 
California to further her education and earned 
her Bachelors of Science degree in nursing 
(BSN) from California State University, Fresno. 
After completing her Bachelors degree she 
started working at Valley Children’s Hospital in 
the neo-natal intensive care unit. She worked 
there for five years and decided to continue 
her education. She returned to California State 
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University, Fresno to earn her Masters in nurs- 
ing with a specialty in family practice, a Mas- 
ters in public health and is currently working 
on her Ph.D. in public health. 

Mrs. Lomeli-Perez is a nurse practitioner for 
the Holy Cross Clinic in Fresno, a community 
outreach clinic of Saint Agnes Medical Center 
located within the Poverello House. The clinic 
provides free medical and dental services to 
the poor and homeless; the only eligibility re- 
quirement is that patients cannot have medical 
insurance. Throughout her career she has run 
health fairs, health screenings for schools, 
eyeglass programs and taught classes on dia- 
betes and prenatal care. She has also served 
as Chair of the Adult Task Force to help se- 
cure funding for mental health services for 
Fresno County. She is very involved in her 
church, the Poverello House, the Rescue Mis- 
sion, the Salvation Army and the Youth Or- 
chestra of Fresno. She has organized the 
"Mujeres de Valor," a group of women of color 
who walk annually in the Komen Foundation's 
Walk for the Cure. In 2005 she received a 
"Top 10 Business and Professional Women of 
the Year' award from the Marjaree Mason 
Center, and the University of California, San 
Francisco Fresno Latino Center Award for 
medical education and research. She has also 
received the annual Leadership Award in 
honor of Hispanic Heritage Month. In 2008 
she was a presenter at the annual Veritas 
Forum at California State University. Fresno. 
Mrs. Lomeli-Perez has been a champion in 
reaching out to those who are poor, homeless 
and uninsured. She has served the community 
for over fifteen years. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate Cesilia “CeCe” Lomeli-Perez 
upon being awarded with "Community Health 
Champions Award". | invite my colleagues to 
join me in wishing Mrs. Lomeli-Perez many 
years of continued success. 


MED 


HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
MICHAEL PAULK FOR 25 YEARS 
OF SERVICE IN THE U.S. MARINE 
CORPS 


HON. PHIL GINGREY 


OF GEORGIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. GINGREY. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor a fellow Georgian, LTC Michael 
Paulk. Lieutenant Colonel Paulk is retiring 
after more than 25 years of service in the 
United States Marine Corps. He was raised in 
Stone Mountain, Georgia, where he graduated 
from Tucker High School in 1982 before at- 
tending the University of West Georgia. 

Lieutenant Colonel Paulk has served in a 
variety of assignments throughout his distin- 
guished career beginning at Parris Island, 
South Carolina, where he attended basic train- 
ing in 1983. He then went to his military occu- 
pation school, MOS, at Marine Corps Air 
Ground Combat Center, Twentynine Palms, 
California, where he was one of the top can- 
didates at the school, earning the field radio 
operator MOS. 


EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


Private First Class Paulk was then assigned 
to the 4th Forward Area Air Defense Battery, 
Detachment Alpha, Marietta, Georgia as a 
field radio operator with 2nd Squad, 1St Pla- 
toon, Alpha Company. In 1986, Corporal Paulk 
was selected to participate in the Platoon 
Leaders Class and attended Officer Candidate 
School in Quantico, Virginia. He graduated 
from the University of West Georgia in 
Carrollton, Georgia in April 1987, with a bach- 
elor of arts degree in history, and then re- 
ceived a commission as a Marine Corps sec- 
ond lieutenant. 

From April through November 1987, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Paulk attended the Basic 
School, graduating in the top third of his class. 
Upon completion of The Basic School he at- 
tended Aviation Maintenance Officer's School 
in Pensacola, Florida. 

From May 1988 through June 1999, Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Paulk served with Marine All 
Weather Attack Squadron 533, in Cherry 
Point, North Carolina, deploying to Norway, 
Japan, Korea, the Philippine Islands, Guam, 
and Wake Island. He also served in Marine 
Aircraft Group 42, in Marietta, Georgia, de- 
ploying with Marine Observation Squadron 4 
and Marine Light Attack Helicopter Squadron 
773 to a multitude of counter-narcotic missions 
throughout the United States and the Carib- 
bean. Lastly, during this time he also served 
in the 4th Marine Aircraft Wing, serving as the 
rotary wing class desk officer and as the exec- 
utive officer for Headquarters Battalion, U.S. 
Marine Corps Forces Reserve in New Orle- 
ans, Louisiana. 

In June 2000, Lieutenant Colonel Paulk 
graduated from the U.S. Naval War College 
with a master of arts, National Security and 
Strategic Studies, degree and transferred to 
U.S. Marine Corps Forces Atlantic in Norfolk, 
Virginia. He served in the Operations and 
Plans Division overseeing the deployment of 
marines to Central and South America, as well 
as to the Caribbean. 

From April 2002 until May 2008, Lieutenant 
Colonel Paulk served on recruiting duty in 
Marietta, Georgia and Quantico, Virginia. Dur- 
ing this tour he deployed to Fallujah, Iraq, par- 
ticipating in Operation Al Fajr and supporting 
Iraq's first free elections. He earned the 
Bronze Star Medal for meritorious achieve- 
ment in connection with combat operations 
while serving as the plans officer and oper- 
ations officer for the 4th Civil Affairs Group. 

Lieutenant Colonel Paulk served as a con- 
gressional liaison officer with the Office of 
Legislative Affairs, | Headquarters Marine 
Corps, Washington, DC, during his last 8 
months of service. In his position, Lieutenant 
Colonel Paulk carried the Corps’ message to 
these hallowed halls, providing Members of 
this body the infonnation necessary to deter- 
mine how best to equip, maintain, and support 
the United States Marine Corps. 

Lieutenant Colonel Paulk has made a last- 
ing contribution to the capability of today’s Ma- 
rine Corps’ and the future shape of tomorrow’s 
Corps. His superior performance of duties 
highlights the culmination of more than 25 
years of honorable and dedicated Marine 
Corps service. My home State of Georgia and 
our country are proud of Lieutenant Colonel 
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Paulk’s exemplary professional competence, 
sound judgment, and total dedication to duty. 
He has reflected great credit upon himself and 
has always upheld the highest traditions of the 
United States Marine Corps. | wish Michael, 
his wife, April, and their daughters, Mallory 
and Maggie, all the best in their future en- 
deavors as they return to life together in Geor- 


gia. 


ROBERT C. FISHER 


HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, | would 
like to take a minute and pay tribute to an old 
friend and former staffer, Robert C. Faber. 
Bob is a man of strong ideals and integrity. 

| first met Bob when we were in our first 
year of law school at McGeorge Law School 
in California. Our friendship began then and 
has been strong ever since. After law school, 
Bob and | went our separate ways. Bob 
worked first at the State Lands Department 
and then had a private law practice. | went to 
work in the California State Senate in Sac- 
ramento. Ten years later | was elected to the 
U.S. House of Representatives, and when | 
became Chairman of the Resources Sub- 
committee on Water and Power, | encouraged 
Bob to become the staff director of the com- 
mittee. He graciously accepted the position, 
and he and his lovely wife, Joyce, moved to 
the Washington area. 

Bob was born in Kansas City, Missouri and 
grew up in Oregon, Michigan, Indiana and 
California. He attended high school in La Si- 
erra, California. While in high school, Bob 
showed his talent of teaching in his early 
years. He would often help tutor his fellow stu- 
dents at his home, and eventually the group 
got so large that the class asked their teacher 
if Bob could teach the class, since he was 
able to better relate to his peers. The teacher 
allowed Bob to teach the class for about 2 
weeks under his supervision. 

After high school, Bob attended Andrews 
University in Southwestern Michigan where he 
majored in journalism. He earned his under- 
graduate degree in 3 years after successfully 
testing out of 1 year of classes. While at An- 
drews, he met Joyce in the communications 
department, and the two have been married 
for 35 years now. They have one son, Robert 
Jr., who is 14 years old. 

Bob has the gift of being able to teach peo- 
ple in both personal and professional situa- 
tions. When he was living in California, Bob 
taught Sunday school at his local church and 
has been involved with it ever since. He cur- 
rently teaches the adult group at his local 
church in Leesburg, Virginia and has recently 
started writing about Jesus and the New Tes- 
tament. 

| am very grateful for Bob's friendship, and 
| look forward to the many years ahead we 
have as friends. | wish him and his Family 
much happiness and success. 
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HONORING ST. DOMINIC'S PARISH 
IN BREESE, ILLINOIS 


HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor St. Dominic's Parish in Breese, Illi- 
nois. For 150 years, St. Dominic's has rep- 
resented the spread of Catholicism in rural 
America and has also acted as one of its com- 
munity's cornerstones. The first church build- 
ing was used from 1858 to 1868 and meas- 
ured 40 feet by 60 feet. In 1858 Father August 
Reineke was called to act as the first pastor 
of St. Dominic's and served until 1909. A larg- 
er church was needed due to the growing 
number of settlers in the area. The parish- 
ioners donated the land as well as the stone 
and limestone for construction of the present 
church still in use today. 

The original parish began with 70 Catholic 
families and today has grown to 867 families. 
One of St. Dominic's largest accomplishments 
was the establishment of Mater Dei High 
School. The men and women of St. Dominic's 
help by reaching out to their community and 
world with the parish's volunteer efforts. St. 
Monica’s Altar Sodality and St. Joseph's 
Men's Sodality donate money to the parish's 
Vacation Bible School, food pantry and youth 
ministry. The ladies of the parish are currently 
sponsoring a child in Guatemala, while the 
men have donated over $20,000 to the new 
multi-purpose room. 

| join with my fellow Representatives to con- 
gratulate St. Dominic's on 150 years of faith 
and service. 


— E n 


CONGRATULATING THE  HONOR- 
ABLE HELEN MARSHALL ON RE- 
CEIVING THE “GREEN LEADER- 
SHIP AWARD" 


HON. GARY L. ACKERMAN 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. ACKERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Queens Borough Presi- 
dent Helen Marshall for receiving the pres- 
tigious "Green Leadership Award" from the 
Alley Pond Environmental Center (APEC) on 
November 13th, 2008. APEC, located in 
Douglaston, Queens, is a superb educational 
center committed to environmental under- 
standing and awareness. Helen's dedication 
and support of environmental education, public 
parks and responsible zoning and land-use in 
Queens is a great example of how we can 
promote "green living" around the nation 
through local political leadership. 

Thanks to Helen's aggressive efforts, over 
$60 million has been allocated to maintain, im- 
prove and expand the parks and playgrounds 
of Queens. Recently, Helen was instrumental 
in procuring resources to help begin construc- 
tion of APEC's new environmental educational 
facility. APEC had a staggering 40,000 New 
York City area school students visit Alley Pond 
last year. During APEC-run programs, stu- 
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dents of pre-school, elementary school, middle 
and high school ages learn about the environ- 
ment and conservation policy. APEC also runs 
wonderful Teacher Workshops to train teach- 
ers in methods to enrich and improve their 
natural sciences curriculum when they return 
to the classroom. Demand for APEC's edu- 
cational programs is so high that over 8,000 
students had to be placed on a waiting list to 
visit Alley Pond. 

Borough President Marshall, recognizing 
APEC's need for space, led the way for the 
New York City Department of Parks and 
Recreation to allocate resources for APEC's 
future environmental educational facility. Uti- 
lizing the $1 million in funds that Helen helped 
to get, APEC will soon start construction of a 
new green facility that will make student wait- 
ing lists for APEC's programs a thing of the 
past. For Helen, this kind of action is nothing 
new. From her time as a teacher, to her serv- 
ice as a member of the New York State As- 
sembly and the New York City Council, to 
being the Queens Borough President; she has 
been the most tireless advocate for children's 
educational and environmental resources. 
From libraries, to remedial programs, to play- 
grounds and parks, no one has done more to 
make certain that the children of Queens re- 
ceive the help they need for the best edu- 
cation possible. 

Madam Speaker, | highly commend Bor- 
ough President Marshall for her extraordinary 
dedication to environmental education and for 
receiving the "Green Leadership Award" from 
the Alley Pond Environmental Center. Helen 
embodies the spirit of the award, having de- 
voted herself to ensuring that children experi- 
ence the world's natural beauty in America's 
greatest city. | ask my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives to please join me in 
congratulating Helen Marshall as a recipient of 
this well-deserved honor. 


HERE 


TRIBUTE TO RECOGNIZE MR. 
NORRIS O. CHANDLER 


HON. Wm. LACY CLAY 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. CLAY. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor Mr. Norris O. Chandler, former WWI 
and WWII veteran who has demonstrated an 
unyielding commitment to the service of others 
through 60 years of civilian service. 

Chandler enlisted in United States Army at 
Jefferson Barracks and was soon assigned to 
a special amphibious engineering unit acti- 
vated for World War Il—the 149th Engineer 
Combat Battalion. As a Demolition Specialist 
for the 149th, he joined the invasion of France 
on Omaha Beach in 1944. 

The 149th was responsible for destroying 
enemy bridges, probing and destroying mines 
and other obstacles, both on land and under- 
water, and for building Bailey Bridges. 

Following World War Il, Mr. Chandler re- 
turned to Fort Polk, Louisiana to await dis- 
charge. His unit was deactivated in December 
of 1945 and he became part of the newly acti- 
vated Organized Reserve Corps (Individual 
Stand-By) until 1951. 
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In 1951, Mr. Chandler entered the Civilian 
Service with the Missouri Military District 
(MMD), 11th Army Corps, St. Louis, and Mis- 
souri as a warehouseman. During this time the 
MMD was renamed the U.S. Army Support 
Center. Mr. Chandler continued his services at 
the center, holding various positions including 
stock control clerk, general supply clerk, and 
Publications Supply officer among other things 
before the agency moved to Fort Sheridan, Ill. 

Mr. Chandler opposed relocating to Fort 
Sheridan and joined the staff at the U.S. Army 
Adjutant General Publications Center as a 
packer, for over 40 years, turning down Gen- 
eral Schedule (GS) opportunities in favor of 
his Wage Grade (WG) packer position. 

Chandlers WWII unit received four cam- 
paign ribbons: Normandy (with bronze arrow- 
head), Northern France, Rhineland, and Cen- 
tral Europe. Mr. Chandler's civilian awards in- 
clude the Achievement Medal for Civilian 
Service in September 1996. In addition, he 
currently has over 3300 hours of sick leave 
and usually forfeits almost all of his annual 
leave, except when he generously donates to 
other employees through the leave donation 
program. 

Madam Speaker, | am honored to pay trib- 
ute to Mr. Chandler, an American hero, for 60 
years as a civil servant and for his noble sac- 
rifice and courage to the United States Armed 
Services. | urge my colleagues to join me in 
honoring Mr. Norris O. Chandler for his serv- 
ice and commitment to put country first. 


———— ы 


IN RECOGNITION OF WARNER 
GLENN’S DEDICATION TO THE 
SOUTHWEST 


HON. GABRIELLE GIFFORDS 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Ms. GIFFORDS. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride that | rise today to acknowledge 
the extraordinary accomplishments of Mr. 
Warner Glenn, a dedicated steward of our 
fragile lands and a champion for endangered 
species of the Southwest. 

Mr. Glenn is a rancher who lives near Doug- 
las, Arizona, a small city on the United States- 
Mexico border that traces its roots back to the 
early 20th century. The desert lands sur- 
rounding Douglas are an environmental treas- 
ure. They are abundant in wildlife. These 
beautiful areas face serious threats and many 
citizens in my district have taken action to ad- 
dress these issues. Warner Glenn is a leader 
in this movement. 

Warner and his family are part of the Malpai 
Borderlands Group, ranchers and conserva- 
tionists who are dedicated to preserving the 
open spaces that are in danger of dis- 
appearing. 

He was recently named by the United 
States Fish and Wildlife Service as a “Re- 
gional Recovery Champion” for his tireless ef- 
forts in protecting the endangered jaguar. Mr. 
Glenn’s photographs of jaguars were the first 
taken of the animal in the United States. 

Mr. Glenn’s photographs were more than 
mere documentation of the jaguar. In honoring 
Mr. Glenn, Benjamin Tuggle, the director of 
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the Fish and Wildlife's Southwestern Region, 
noted that Mr. Glenn's "stunning photographs, 
along with his written and oral accounts, have 
ignited a passion for jaguars and borderlands 
conservation." 

He took his photographs in 1996 and 2006. 
Since then, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
has granted the jaguar protection under the 
Endangered Species Act. The agency also 
funds monitoring efforts in Arizona and has 
contributed to local and international programs 
to help conserve the jaguar and aid in the 
species’ recovery. 

Mr. Glenn embodies the true spirit of the 
Southwest. Born and raised in the fabled Chir- 
icahua Mountains, he makes his living from 
the land as a rancher, guide and outfitter for 
hunters. When he is in the wild, he typically 
carries a .357 Magnum on his belt. Yet as he 
has said that he "never felt danger" when he 
encountered the jaguars! His only thought as 
he first saw the jaguar that day was how can 
we protect this beautiful animal and maintain 
its ability to roam the deserts and mountains? 

Not all of us have Mr. Glenn's vision but all 
of us can learn valuable lessons from him with 
regard to the jaguar. As he put it, "When you 
see one of those in the wild, you can't help 
but admire and respect those cats, and they 
deserve it." 

| commend and thank Warner Glenn for all 
he has done to preserve the land and the 
wildlife that lives on it. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand- 
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol- 
lowing information regarding earmarks | re- 
ceived in the amendment of the House of 
Representatives to the amendment of the 
Senate to H.R. 2638. 

Name of the requesting Member: JEFF MIL- 
LER. 

Bill number: H.R. 2638. 

Project: Eglin Air Force Base Range Oper- 
ations Center (ROCO) Initiative. 

Account: RDT&E, Air Force. 

Earmark Received: $800,000. 

Justification for use of taxpayer funding: 
Considering the effects of BRAC, emerging 
Joint Test and Training missions, and in- 
creased operations tempo, this initiative will 
address the current Eglin AFB shortfalls in in- 
frastructure to provide safe, efficient, effective 
control of range resources. Eglin AFB initiated 
a phased approach (Super ROCC) to address 
these shortfalls, and this project will initiate the 
action by addressing movement and control of 
people and equipment and relevant security 
issues. This initiative will help the Air Force in- 
crease the operations tempo at the Eglin 
Range by addressing the movement and con- 
trol of people and equipment as well as rel- 
evant security issues. Through this initiative, 
the Air Force will greatly improve its ability to 
track all players on the Eglin Range thereby 
significantly increase its efficiency in an in- 
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creased ops tempo environment. Driven by 
BRAC and safety imperatives, this further pro- 
vides for more effective control which will bet- 
ter optimize range scheduling and increase 
flexibility in meeting test and training missions. 
Simply by knowing the locations of all entities 
on the range, more flexibility in reassigning 
missions to ground and air space previously 
underutilized will be achieved. 

Name of the requesting Member: JEFF MIL- 
LER. 

Bill number: H.R. 2638. 

Project: FPS-16 Radar Mobilization Up- 
grade. 

Account: RDT&E, Air Force. 

Earmark Received: $2,800,000. 

Justification for use of taxpayer funding: 
This enhanced, mobile radar tracking capa- 
bility will provide AAC the flexibility required to 
support testing of current and emerging weap- 
on systems and platforms. This new capability 
will attract test programs to the AAC test 
range that cannot presently be supported, pro- 
vide expanded instrumentation coverage for 
the range, reduce encroachment concerns, 
and provide more comprehensive coverage 
and support to all test programs. This added 
instrumentation asset will result in more cost 
effective and timely test support for the U.S. 
Air Force and ultimately in fielding systems for 
the war fighter in a more timely manner. 

Name of the requesting Member: JEFF MIL- 
LER. 

Bill number: H.R. 2638. 

Project: Moving Target Strike. 

Account: RDT&E, Air Force. 

Earmark Received: $2,000,000. 

Justification for use of taxpayer funding: The 
ability to extend the capability of GPS guided 
weapons to moving targets will significantly 
enhance the effectiveness of weapons plat- 
forms that use GPS guided systems. The 
enemy knows that currently if he keeps mov- 
ing he is safe from many of our current weap- 
on systems. The ability to strike movers from 
a variety of platforms with GPS guided weap- 
ons will greatly reduce the enemy's ability to 
avoid our weapons. 

Name of the requesting Member: JEFF MIL- 
LER. 

Bill number: H.R. 2638. 

Project: Gulf Range Mobile Instrumentation 
Capability. 

Account: RDT&E, Defense-Wide. 

Earmark Received: $800,000. 

Justification for use of taxpayer funding: By 
developing a GR-MIC we will be able to inte- 
grate the simultaneous employment of many 
advanced weapons/platforms into a single test 
or exercise/training events. This effort con- 
nects test and evaluation ranges that use 
many communication and data requirements 
to interact between geographically separated 
ranges, making valuable information available 
to everyone who requires it. The result is 
ranges becoming interconnected and con- 
sequently creating a greater training experi- 
ence. 

Name of the requesting Member: JEFF MIL- 
LER. 

Bill number: H.R. 2638. 

Project: Joint Gulf Range Complex Upgrade. 

Account: RDT&E, Defense-Wide. 

Earmark Received: $1,200,000. 

Justification for use of taxpayer funding: The 
upgrade will result in improved and more ac- 
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curate testing which will improve training effec- 
tiveness and mission readiness. 

Name of the requesting Member: JEFF MIL- 
LER. 

Bill number: H.R. 2638. 

Project: Large Aircraft Infrared Counter- 
measures (LAIRCM) for AFSOC AC/MC 130 
aircraft. 

Account: RDT&E, Air Force. 

Earmark Received: $4,400,000. 

Justification for use of taxpayer funding: The 
funding will be used to provide aircraft protec- 
tion from infrared and small arms threats. 


EE 


HONORING NAPA VALLEY HOSPICE 
AND ADULT DAY SERVICES OF 
NAPA COUNTY, CALIFORNIA 


HON. MIKE THOMPSON 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to honor Napa Valley 
Hospice and Adult Day Services on the occa- 
sion of the 10th anniversary of their Adult Day 
Services program. The Adult Day Services 
program has done visionary work serving the 
unique needs of the elderly, younger adults 
with mental and physical impairments, and 
those suffering from Alzheimer’s and other de- 
mentias. 

In 1979, Hospice of Napa Valley opened as 
a program of St. Helena Hospital. They be- 
came an independent non-profit in 1997, and 
opened their acclaimed Adult Day Services 
program in 1998. ADS is the only program of 
its kind in Napa County and is one of 54 offi- 
cial Alzheimer’s Day Care Resource Centers 
in California. 

Since its inception 10 years ago, the Adult 
Day Services program has served more than 
1,000 people. Last year alone, they served 80 
people with Alzheimer’s or other dementia, 
gave family training to 129 people, provided 
165 hours of support groups, 200 hours of 
counseling for 143 people, 30 hours of com- 
munity education for 327 people, and 166 con- 
sultations for 133 people. 

These incredible achievements would not be 
possible without their dedicated staff, led by 
Executive Director Catherine Poliak and ADS 
Program Coordinator Celine Regalia. Cath- 
erine and Celine lead a team that is second to 
none in their creativity and enthusiasm. 

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we thank everyone at Napa Valley 
Hospice and Adult Day Services for the re- 
markable work they have done for our com- 
munity. Through their hard work and generous 
contributions this program has thrived for the 
past 10 years, and | know that we will see 
much more progress in the years to come. 


—— 


HONORING ST. MARY’S PARISH IN 
TRENTON, ILLINOIS 


HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor St. Mary’s Parish in Trenton, Illinois. 
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St. Mary's has represented Catholicism for 
150 years in the community of Trenton. 


During the 1820s and '30s the local Catho- 
lics of Trenton gathered at the railroad station 
once a year to take the train to St. Louis to 
fulfill their Easter duty. In 1858 Fr. Peter 
Peters began holding mass with a small group 
of Catholic families in Trenton. The first church 
was built in 1864. Yet, it was not until 1868 
that St. Mary's Parish of Trenton had its first 
permanent pastor, Fr. Anthony Brefeld. Just 
two years after Fr. Brefeld took the position as 
pastor, St. Mary's built a small school where 
the Poor Handmaids of Jesus Christ came to 
teach. By 1950 it was evident that a larger 
church was needed. In 1953 the new church 
was completed and by 1955, about 1,500 pa- 
rishioners called St. Mary's home. 


To help celebrate the 150th anniversary, the 
St. Mary's family placed a "time capsule" into 
the ground at the parish. The capsule contains 
materials related to the parish celebration. The 
time capsule will be opened in 2058, 50 years 
from now. 


| join with my fellow Representatives to con- 
gratulate St. Mary's on 150 years of faith and 
Service. 


— M — M 


JIM MARTINO 


HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, Jim 
Martino was born in 1929 in eastern Pennsyl- 
vania. He graduated from Lafayette College 
and soon after married his lovely wife, Nancy, 
and joined the army. Jim served in Korea from 
1951 to 1953, which was an experience that 
had a profound effect on his life. In 2000, the 
50th anniversary of the Korean War, Jim 
searched for his comrades and organized re- 
unions to bring together the men he served 
with and to share their memories and experi- 
ences. Their wives also enjoyed the experi- 
ence, and the group developed into a close 
family. 

After returning from Korea, Jim began a 
successful career in direct mail marketing. Be- 
ginning in Valley Forge, PA, Jim's achieve- 
ments took him to Dayton, OH, southern Cali- 
fornia, and eventually Cameron Park, CA. Jim 
was an accomplished private pilot who flew for 
business and pleasure, making many trips 
with his wife across the country between their 
homes. Jim was also an avid participant in 
government and politics, supporting can- 
didates he believed in and authoring numer- 
ous "Letters to the Editor" to express his 
views. 


On August 7, 2008, Jim passed away. He is 
now buried in the Sacramento Valley Veterans 
National Cemetery, where he is recognized as 
a "Defender of Freedom." | was honored to 
have been one of Jim's many friends. My 
thoughts and prayers are with Jim's wife, 
Nancy, their three children and four grand- 
children. 
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AMERICA’S TABLE: A THANKS- 
GIVING READER CELEBRATING 
OUR DIVERSE ROOTS AND 
SHARED VALUES 


HON. JOHN LEWIS 


OF GEORGIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, as 
we celebrate Thanksgiving, a uniquely Amer- 
ican holiday, | rise today to remind this Con- 
gress that we are all one people, one family, 
one America. We all come from different back- 
grounds, but in millions of homes across the 
country, our celebrations look very much the 
same. We will gather around our dinner tables 
with family and friends giving thanks. This day 
is a reminder that we are all together in this 
American experiment, that we should cele- 
brate our diversity, but also recognize our 
shared values. 

| commend to every family the publication 
called America’s Table: A Thanksgiving Read- 
er. The pamphlet is short and simple, and it is 
meant to be read at the Thanksgiving meal or 
as people contemplate the meaning of 
Thanksgiving. This booklet tells the story of 
American people by sharing profiles of men 
and women of diverse backgrounds. | am hon- 
ored to be one of the people profiled in this 
year’s publication. 

The American Jewish Committee began 
publishing America’s Table annually on the 
Thanksgiving after the 9/11 disaster. They 
partner with ten human relations organiza- 
tions, including the NAACP, the National 
Urban League, and the National Council of La 
Raza to distribute this wonderful pamphlet. 

We all have our stories of how we came to 
this great land. We must use this opportunity 
to celebrate our differences and our oneness 
as Americans. | submit a copy of this year’s 
America’s Table for the RECORD, and | hope 
and pray that Americans will continue to use 
it as a way to help build the Beloved Commu- 
nity, a nation at peace with itself. 

AMERICA’S TABLE 
A Thanksgiving Reader 
CELEBRATING OUR DIVERSE ROOTS AND SHARED 
VALUES 

You are holding the eighth annual edition 
of America’s Table. 

As in past years, the brief narrative on the 
white pages is intended to be read aloud at 
the Thanksgiving meal. It helps us express 
gratitude for living in a nation where each of 
us, regardless of background, is entitled to a 
place at the table. 

The facing pages contain profiles of eight 
accomplished Americans. These profiles can 
be read at the Thanksgiving meal or when- 
ever you have time. Five of the profiled indi- 
viduals arrived in America recently. Another 
is descended from slaves. All are deeply en- 
gaged in helping America fully achieve the 
promise of opportunity and mutual respect. 

By reading America’s Table on Thanks- 
giving, we add new meaning to our most be- 
loved and universal holiday as a time to cel- 
ebrate our diverse roots and shared values. 
In some homes, a leader designates the parts 
to be read. At other gatherings, people sim- 
ply go around the table, switching readers at 
each sentence, paragraph, or page. Do what- 
ever feels right for you and your family and 
friends. 
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And enjoy a warm and peaceful holiday. 

November 2008 

Adams Costa Spencer Lind Tanaka Carney 
Schultz Pucinski Leibowitz McLaren 
Gonzales Szymankiewicz Giannini Hum- 
phreys Zimmer Poulos Tinley Kahn Trugglio 
Singh Sandbuig Jackson Kogovsek Smith Ri- 
vera Acosta Demetrios Nemec Schwartz 
Nwaguru Rosenbaum Kimura Peck Teters 
Foulks Koproski 

WE ARE EACH ON A JOURNEY 


These are the names of the generations 
that came to America. 

They reveal individual lives that represent 
the story of our nation. 

These are the names of the generations 
that built America. 

They recall our parents and grandparents 
and mirror ourselves. 

These are the names of the generations 
that will care for America. 

They remind us why we gather at this 
Thanksgiving table. 

Calderon Lew Durley Branovan Sharma 
Hassan Montalto Paterson Jordan Cheng 
Gioia Noriega Ellison Josephs Kassab Phil- 
lips Pun Letona Linares Brooks Gilchrist 
Mineta Levine Patel Tsosie Yuo Meghani 
Verdeja Aoun Parens Al-Suwaij Morris Ran- 
gel Hong Lafley Nganji Ahuja Totenberg 
Lewis Shamim Padron 

Chung-Wha Hong ‘‘We were watching the 
presidential debates with Jimmy Carter, and 
I remember my mother saying, ‘He’s going to 
be the president and he does the dishes’ ”’ 

Growing up in South Korea, Chung-Wha 
Hong gained her impressions of the United 
States from black-and-white TV. 

AMERICA IS HEAVEN FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN 


Hong was eleven when the family arrived 
in St. Louis, in 1977. Local people were wel- 
coming, she recalls, but the schools offered 
no programs for students like Hong who 
spoke no English. *I went to school and slept 
all дау.” 

Her immigrant experience and the influ- 
ence of her parents, both religious leaders 
and social reformers, shaped her career 
choice. After graduation from the University 
of Pennsylvania, Hong returned briefly to 
Korea, where young activists inspired her. 

Back in the United States, she worked in 
Washington, D.C., for Korean and Asian or- 
ganizations before moving to New York to 
engage at the grassroots level ‘‘on work that 
flows from my identity as a Korean-Amer- 
ican immigrant.”’ 

As head of the New York Immigration Coa- 
lition, Hong now helps immigrants of all 
backgrounds cope with what she describes as 
a convergence of issues facing new arrivals, 
including: poverty, lack of English language 
skills, and limited access to government 
services. These challenges, says Hong, are 
compounded by anti-immigrant sentiment. 

“Part of my job is to challenge people that 
this is not what this country is about, to tap 
into people’s better instincts of generosity 
and justice." 

The insightful questions of our children, 
innocently asked, compel us to reconnect 
with our past. 

When our families came to America. 

How they got here. 

What they found. 

Why they came. 

At every table the answers are different, 
but much the same. 

Many of us were immigrants and refugees 
from all regions of the world, fleeing the af- 
flictions of poverty and oppression. 

Drawn by the promise of а better life, we 
chose America and she took us into safe har- 
bor. 
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Not every journey was easy. 

The first arrivals sometimes shunned those 
who followed. 

Not every journey was voluntary. 

The first African slaves landed in James- 
town a year before the Pilgrims settled in 
Plymouth. 

Not every journey was righteous. 

Native Americans were devastated by a 
new nation's need to conquer, cultivate, and 
build. 

A.G. Lafley knows something about diver- 
sity. 

On his father's side, Lafley is descended 
from а French Canadian man who migrated 
to New England in the 1850s and married a 
Native American woman. A few decades 
later, his mother's family arrived in Boston 
from County Cork, Ireland. 

“Му mother was adamant about under- 
standing the world and people who are dif- 
ferent from you," says Lafley. “She was a 
card-carrying member of the League of 
Women Voters. I remember being dragged 
around in the '52, '56, and '60 presidential 
elections in neighborhoods we didn't live in.” 

Lafley enrolled as à Ph.D. student in his- 
tory before a hitch in the Navy overseeing 
retail supply shifted his career goals. After 
Harvard Business School, he joined Cin- 
cinnati-based Procter & Gamble in 1977, be- 
coming CEO in 2000 and chairman in 2002. 

For Lafley, diversity is а competitive ad- 
vantage at а company that employs 138,000 
people from 140 nationalities and ethnicities, 
and provides household and personal care 
products for more than three billion con- 
sumers. 

Lafley recalls a recent conversation with а 
young mother and her family in à modest 
home on a hillside above Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
*We sit around the kitchen table," he says. 

I LEARN THROUGH HER STORY 


“It may take a little longer to work across 
cultures and languages," says Lafley, ‘‘but 
we're going to come up with more ideas and 
create something that will make a dif- 
ference." Sometimes the difference is big. 

“We developed a unique and proprietary 
product that can render any source of water 
anyplace in the world potable." 

Jean Nganji “Аге you Hutu or Tutsi?” 

The question was raised by a teacher when 
Jean Nganji was а seven-year-old schoolboy 
in Rwanda. 

“бо home and ask your parents," 
teacher commanded. 

The next day, he recalls, “Т said, ‘I am 
Tutsi” Nganji's parents then pushed him 
hard to excel academically. 

"Why?" he asked. 

“Just listen," they said. “Don’t ask ques- 
tions." 

The answer soon emerged, as Nganji was 
forced to repeat grades, despite his com- 
petence, because he was Tutsi. When he real- 
ized that a Tutsi admissions quota made it 
difficult to attend college in Rwanda, he was 
accepted at a small school in Massachusetts 
with the help of his friend Andre, who had 
moved to America. 

The two young men became college room- 
mates soon after Nganji arrived in the 
United States, in October 1989. But Andre 
was Hutu, and a year later, with the out- 
break of war, the friendship ended. 

The genocide started on April 6, 1994. On 
April 15, Nganji learned that his parents and 
youngest brother were killed. The daughter 
of his eldest brother, who perished, was 
saved by her nanny, à Hutu woman who 
claimed the four-year-old was her little sis- 
ter. 

Today, Nganji lives near Boston. He tells 
his story at schools in America and travels 


the 


EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


regularly to Rwanda on a project that helps 
Tutsi and Hutu youth tell their stories 
through film. “Т have found therapy and 
peace talking to young people.” 
DO NOT FALL INTO THE TRAPS OF IGNORANCE, 
BIGOTRY, AND RACISM 


WE ARE EACH PART OF AMERICA’S JOURNEY 


We did not leave history behind, like un- 
wanted baggage at immigration's door. 

Our particular pasts and our shared 
present are wedded in hyphenated names: 

African-American, 

Irish-American, 

Italian-American, 

Korean-American, 

Polish-American. 

We are not always on a first-name basis 
with one another. 

But we quickly become acquainted in play- 
grounds and classrooms, in college dorms 
and military barracks, and in offices and fac- 
tories. 

We feel at home. 

In some parts of the world, our differences 
would be threatening. 

We feel enriched. 

In America, our differences resonate in our 
names, language, food, and music. They in- 
spire art and produce champions and leaders. 

We feel free to disagree. 

We are a family, and what is a family gath- 
ering without debate? 

Gurpreet Singh Ahuja was completing his 
residency in New Delhi, in 1984, when Indira 
Gandhi was assassinated. 

Reports that the prime minister was shot 
by Sikhs set off reprisals throughout India. 
“As a physician in the hospital, I saw the 
charred bodies of those young men and 
women." 

The violence contradicted his experience 
growing up. “As a Sikh, we're reminded to 
respect all faiths. They're all paths to the 
same central truth." 

He and his wife, Jasjit Singh, also a doctor, 
moved to New York, in 1986, where they con- 
tinued their medical training before moving 
to Washington, D.C., and then to Southern 
California. They visited family in India an- 
nually. 

"Every time I stepped foot back on Amer- 
ican soil it would give me a great sense of ex- 
hilaration and liberation." 

That feeling was tested in the aftermath of 
9/11 and the rash of hate crimes that began 
with the murder of а Sikh living in Arizona. 
The events evoked memories of 1984. Says 
Ahuja, 

I NEVER LOST FAITH IN THE SYSTEM IN AMERICA 


He helped establish the California Sikh 
Council to promote tolerance and educate 
people about the Sikh faith, and now serves 
as president of the council. Jasjit Singh is 
vice president of the Central Orange County 
Interfaith Council. 

“As a relatively recent immigrant, I am 
very appreciative of the opportunities that 
this country has given me,” says Ahuja. 
“Our value system must remain steadfast. 
That’s what distinguishes us from most any 
other country in the world." 

Nina Totenberg ‘‘Ninotchka, we're proud of 
you." 

Nina Totenberg still cherishes her father's 
words. She had just endured a period of in- 
tense scrutiny after her reporting led to tes- 
timony by law professor Anita Hill, during 
the confirmation hearing of Justice Clarence 
'Thomas. 

Her father, Roman Totenberg, à world-re- 
nowned violinist, performed across Europe 
by age eleven. A Polish Jew, he left Europe 
in 1985. ‘‘He saw the rise of Hitler," says his 


24409 


daughter, ‘‘but he came to America because 
it represented a kind of equality and 
meritocracy that did not exist in Europe." 

Nina Totenberg’s mother, Melanie, shared 
her interest in American politics. ‘‘I remem- 
ber my mother watching the Army-McCar- 
thy hearings on TV all day every day, ex- 
plaining to me what was going on," says 
Totenberg. *I knew who all those senators 
were and I was eight years old." 

At 16, reading The Making of the Presi- 
dent, the classic book about the 1960 elec- 
tion, Totenberg confirmed her childhood de- 
sire to be a witness to history. *I wanted to 
be а reporter from the time I realized that I 
couldn't be Nancy Drew." 

For the past three decades, Totenberg has 
reported for National Public Radio and is 
best known for her coverage of the Supreme 
Court. ‘‘There are a lot of injustices in the 
world and in this country," she says. ‘‘The 
ones that I can do something about—I will 
try to do something about." She credits her 
father, who still teaches at age 97. 

YOU CAN'T GET MY DAD TO DO SOMETHING HE 

THINKS IS NOT RIGHT 

We believe in fairness. 

In America, the loudest voice does not al- 
ways have the last word, and every voice has 
а, right to be heard. 

We act with hope. 

Not because life is perfect, but because we 
are free to face life, and all its imperfections, 
on our own terms. 

We rely on faith. 

In à sturdy and tested framework of law 
and government that works because of the 
confidence we place in it and in each other. 

WE ARE EACH RESPONSIBLE FOR KEEPING 
AMERICA ON COURSE 

“Are we there yet?" the children ask. 

We know the answer. 

We pursue justice. 

But still have à way to go. 

We celebrate freedom. 

But endlessly debate what it means to be 
free. 

Our table is brimming. 

But not everyone receives a fair portion. 

John Lewis Growing up in a large family 
on a small farm in rural Alabama, John 
Lewis cared for the chickens. 

When his parents wanted to sell or trade 
chickens, or have one for dinner, ‘‘I would 
protest," Lewis recalls. ‘“Тһеу were crea- 
tures of God, and we didn't have a right to 
abuse them." 

Lewis was fifteen in 1955, when Emmett 
Til, à black teenager, was brutally mur- 
dered in Mississippi, Rosa Parks refused to 
move to the back of the bus, and Martin Lu- 
ther King, Jr., organized the Montgomery 
bus boycott. Listening to King on the radio, 
“It was like he was saying, ‘John Lewis, you 
can do it, 


YOU, TOO, CAN MAKE A CONTRIBUTION 


Lewis went to Nashville, to study non- 
violence and become a minister. He partici- 
pated in sit-in demonstrations, Freedom 
Rides, and the creation of a campus group 
called the Student Nonviolent Coordinating 
Committee. 

“Even when I was being beaten, I saw these 
individuals almost like the chickens," he 
says. “They were innocent creatures and 
something happened to them.” 

As chairman of SNCC, at 28, Lewis stood 
with King and other civil rights leaders on 
the steps of the Lincoln Memorial during the 
March on Washington in August 1968, preach- 


ing, “Wake up, America." He has exerted 
leadership in Congress since 1986, rep- 
resenting the district around Atlanta. 
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“Weve made progress," says Lewis. ‘Тһе 
world is so different from the world I grew up 
in." 

Still pursuing his vision of a "beloved com- 
munity," Lewis asserts, ‘‘We need to turn to- 
ward each other to create a greater sense of 
community and belonging." 

Tasneem Shamim. In the late 1990s, at 
about age 40, Tasneem Shamim began to feel 
spiritually empty. 

She missed a sense of compassion and uni- 
versality, which she remembered from her 
childhood in India and could not find in the 
mosques in New Jersey, where Shamim, a 
doctor, lives with her husband and three 
children. 

“One of my early memories is going with 
my grandmother to the small villages. My 
grandmother started organizations to help 
women out of poverty and oppression." 

To help reconnect with her feelings, 
Shamim visited the holy sites in Mecca and 
Medina, and she decided to cover her hair. 
Her mother and sister were concerned about 
potential antagonism, and one friend asked, 
“Do you have to go to chemotherapy?" 

For Shamim, the head scarf is an oppor- 
tunity to prompt and answer questions about 
Islam. Most important, it makes her more 
conscious of her roles in life. 

“You become a doctor mostly to please 
God. God says, ‘You cannot help Me, but help 
the creatures that I have created.’ ” 

Shamim also began studying Sufism, a 
spiritual strand of Islam. At the urging of a 
Sufi leader that she express her religion in 
good works, Shamim established the Muslim 
Women’s Coalition, a national organization 
devoted to community service and mutual 
respect. 


PEOPLE ACCEPT THAT AMERICA IS A QUILT 


Progress can be slow as we propose and 
protest, argue and advocate. 

But we are grateful to be part of this vig- 
orous democracy. 

We enjoy its unparalleled privileges and 
accept its obligations: 

To pursue our dreams while helping others. 

To advance our convictions while respect- 
ing others. 

To prepare our children for the gift of the 
American journey. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. STEVE KING 


OF IOWA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, November 19, 2008 


Mr. KING of lowa. Madam Speaker, | wish 
to make the following disclosure in accordance 
with the new Republican Earmark Trans- 
parency Standards requiring Members to 
place a statement in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD for a bill that includes earmarks they 
have requested, describing how the funds will 
be spent and justifying the use of Federal tax- 
payer funds. 

Requesting Member: Congressman STEVE 
KING 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638, The Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009. 

Account: Research, Development, Test and 
Evaluation, Army. 

Project Name: Battlefield Plastic Biodiesel. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Renew- 
able Energy Group and General Atomics. 
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Address of Requesting Entity: West Central, 
406 First Street, Ralston, IA 51459. General 
Atomics, 3550 General Atomics Ct, San 
Diego, CA 92121. 

Description of Request: $1.6 million is pro- 
vided in the bill to continue a 3-year partner- 
ship with the U.S. Army to develop a tech- 
nology providing a cost effective way to recy- 
cle military plastic waste into a useable bio- 
diesel fuel with enhanced energy yield, for use 
in field power generation and other applica- 
tions. This technology has the potential to 
save taxpayers millions per month in military 
waste disposal costs, and enhance the viabil- 
ity of increased use of biodiesel by both the 
military and civilian sectors to achieve greater 
energy independence. The $1.6 million FYO9 
appropriation is needed to complete the devel- 
opment phase of this multi-year project and 
demonstrate the technology. 


— 


RECOGNIZING THE FUTURE 
FARMERS OF AMERICA 


HON. JACK KINGSTON 


OF GEORGIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. KINGSTON. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to recognize five students in my district 
that have received national honors from Fu- 
ture Farmers of America. These young peo- 
ple—Ryan Highsmith, Jordan Culpepper, Nich- 
olas Worley, Jacob Schindler, and Courtney 
Curlin—have surpassed many other students 
to earn top honors for their work in local Fu- 
ture Farmers of America. All of these students 
excelled though challenging assessments at 
State and National level against their peers 
before being awarded these top accolades. 

Ryan Highsmith of Lake Park, Georgia, won 
first place in the nation for Specialty Animal 
Production for his four year work with honey 
bee cultivation. 

Jordan Culpepper of Lake Park, Georgia, 
won second place in the nation for Diversified 
Agriculture Production. Jordon dutifully worked 
with both livestock and crop production in a 
wide range of operations for over 5 years. 

Nicholas Worley of Valdosta, Georgia, was 
named National Agriscience Student of the 
Year. Using clean wood chips and leftover bio- 
mass from Georgia forests, Nicholas found 
that a large amount of ethanol can be pro- 
duced from these two sources. 

Jacob Schindler of Valdosta, Georgia, won 
second place in the Junior Individual Botany 
Division. Jacob’s project involved research on 
the effects of inert gases on kudzu. Jacob re- 
searched the uses of gases on kudzu, which 
enabled him to eradicate several large infesta- 
tions of kudzu in the Valdosta area. 

Courtney Curlin of Valdosta, Georgia won 
third place in the senior individual Engineering 
Division. Courtney designed a filter using urea, 
which was able to filter out over fifty percent 
of particulate emissions from a tractor ex- 
haust. 

Agriculture plays an important role in the 
Georgia economy and it is wonderful to see 
our young people taking an interest in devel- 
oping our resources. Their projects not only 
show their innovative thinking, but also prove 
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that this generation recognizes the need to get 
involved. | am proud to recognize these five 
students today and wish them the best of luck 
in their future endeavors. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 
HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 


OF LOUISIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, | am 
submitting the following earmark declaration: 

Requesting Member: Mr. ALEXANDER. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 

Account: Air Force. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Barksdale 
Air Force Base. 

Address of Requesting Entity: P.O. Box 625, 
Shreveport, LA 71162. 

Description of Request: Construct a new 
Security Forces Squadron Complex at 
Barksdale Air Force Base. Security forces 
command and operations functions are cur- 
rently housed in a 1930's vintage hangar on 
the aircraft parking ramp. The Law Enforce- 
ment Desk and associated offices (including 
confinement) and storage of mobility equip- 
ment/personal bags are located across the 
street in one of our historic facilities. The ma- 
jority of security operations occur in the Weap- 
ons Storage Area (WSA) which is over four 
miles by road from the current facility. The 
hanger facility is inadequate in functional lay- 
out to accommodate existing requirements. 
The facility is incompatible with existing land 
uses as the facility should house a function 
supporting flight line operations. Delays in 
construction of this facility will prevent compli- 
ance with the base comprehensive plan estab- 
lished land use policies. Already strained base 
resources will continue to be spent on an in- 
adequate and inefficient facility. 

Requesting Member: Mr. ALEXANDER. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 

Account: FEMA State and Local Programs. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Louisiana 
State University. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 156 Thomas 
Boyd Hall, Baton Rouge, LA 70803. 

Description of Request: Louisiana State Uni- 
versity's (LSU) National Center for Biomedical 
Research and Training (NCBRT), Academy of 
Counter-Terrorist Education is a founding 
member of the Consortium which consists of 
LSU, New Mexico Tech, Texas A&M Univer- 
sity, U.S. Department of Energy's Nevada 
Test Site, University of Hawaii, Transportation 
Technology Center, Inc., and the U.S. Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security's Center for Do- 
mestic Preparedness. The National Domestic 
Preparedness Consortium shall identify, de- 
velop, test, and deliver training to State, local, 
and tribal emergency response providers, pro- 
vide on-site and mobile training at the per- 
formance and management and planning lev- 
els, and facilitate the delivery of training by the 
training partners of the U.S. Department of 
Homeland Security. The current mission of the 
Consortium is to enhance the preparedness of 
federal, state, local, and tribal emergency re- 
sponders/first receivers and teams, including 
non-governmental organizations and the pri- 
vate sector, to reduce the Nation's vulner- 
ability to incidents involving weapons of mass 
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destruction, terrorism and all-hazard high-con- 
sequence events by developing, delivering 
and assessing plans, training, technical assist- 
ance and exercises. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. ROB BISHOP 


OF UTAH 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. BISHOP of Utah. Madam Speaker, con- 
sistent with House Republican Earmark Stand- 
ards, | am submitting the following earmark 
disclosure and certification information for a 
Department of Homeland Security Appropria- 
tions Request that | made and which was in- 
cluded within the text and/or report to accom- 
pany H.R. 2638, the "Consolidated Security, 
Disaster Assistance, and Continuing Appro- 
priations Act of 2009." | certify that neither |, 
nor my spouse, have any financial interest in 
this request, and certify that, to the best of my 
knowledge, this request is (1) not directed to 
an entity or program named or that will be 
named after a sitting Member of Congress; (2) 
is not intended for a "front" or "pass-through" 
entity; and (3) meets or exceeds statutory re- 
quirements for matching funds (where applica- 
ble). Please note that while publication of this 
disclosure information prior to the floor vote 
was intended, such was not possible because 
House Democratic Leadership chose to cir- 
cumvent regular order under the House Rules 
last September when the bill was voted upon 
in the House by waiving the normal layover 
period between the time of filing of the report 
and a floor vote on the same in order to rush 
the bill through to a vote with minimal public 
scrutiny. 

Requesting Member: НОВ BISHOP (UT—01). 

Bill Number: H.R. 263—The Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act of 2009. 

1. Project: Distributed Environment for Crit- 
ical Infrastructure—Decision Making Exercises 
for Increasing Cyber Security. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638, the “Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act of 2009.” 

Project Amount: $3 million. 

Account: Science & Technology; Research, 
Development, Acquisition, and Operations. 

Requesting Entity: Utah State University 
Space Research Foundation. 

Receiving Entity: The Cyber Conflict Re- 
search Consortium (CCRC); an affiliation of 
academic and non-profit institutions, including 
Miami University, Norwich University Applied 
Research Institutes, Potomac Institute for Pol- 
icy Studies, University of Nevada at Reno, and 
Utah State University Space Research Foun- 
dation. 

Address: CCRC Team Leader, Norwich Uni- 
versity, Applied Research Institutes, 57 Old 
Freight Yard, P.O. Box 30, Northfield, VT 
05663-0030. 

Project Description and Justification: Fund- 
ing would continue work begun in FY’08 with 
the Department of Homeland Security on com- 
pleting full-scale development of the Web-dis- 
tributed Environment for Critical Infrastructure 
Decision-making Exercises (DECIDE). This 
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project is the only high-level governmental 
program designed to minimize threats and 
risks of cyber attacks against the U.S. Govern- 
ment and key economic sectors which rely on 
electronic data bases, such as financial mar- 
kets and banking institutions. Funding would 
continue development of core software com- 
ponents and demonstration to government en- 
tities and private-sector institutions concerned 
about following a coherent and coordinated 
plan to counter the serious and growing cyber- 
attack threat. 

Matching Funds: Not applicable. 

Detailed Spending Plan: Not applicable. 


EE 
COMMENDING THE SOUTHERN 
GUAM LITTLE LEAGUE FOR 


THEIR PARTICIPATION IN THE 
2008 LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL 
WORLD SERIES 


HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 


OF GUAM 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | join the 
people of Guam in commending the Southern 
Guam Little League, a team comprised of 
players from the villages of Agat, Inarajan, 
Merizo, Naval Station, Santa Rita, Talofofo, 
and Umatac who competed in the 62nd Little 
League Baseball World Series in Williamsport, 
Pennsylvania. The Southern Guam Little 
League represented the Asia-Pacific Region. 

After a seven to six comeback victory over 
the European champions from Italy, Team 
Guam played two hard-fought games against 
teams from Mexico and Curacao. A three run 
loss to Curacao on August 19, 2008, at Volun- 
teer Stadium allowed Curacao to advance to 
the elimination round. | congratulate the play- 
ers, parents, and coaches on their winning the 
Little League Asia-Pacific Region Champion- 
ship and their representation of Guam in the 
2008 Little League Baseball World Series in 
Williamsport, Pennsylvania. 

| would like to commend Dominick San 
Nicolas and his parents Paul Paulino and Jo- 
sephine San Nicolas; Austin Paulino and his 
parents Jesse Meno and Debbie Paulino; 
Brielle Meno and her parents Ben and Ma- 
Donna Meno; Fernando Rabago and his par- 
ents Thomas and Tammy Rabago; Mark Blas 
and his parents Mark and Lucy Blas; Brian 
Bunag and his parents Benjamin and Gina 
Bunag; Johnny Quenga and his parents John- 
ny and Lani Quenga; Parish Reyes and his 
parents Fred and Ester Reyes; Andrew 
Quintanilla and his parents Jesse and Marie 
Quintanilla; Austin Sablan and his parents 
Rocindo Alforque and Mary Sablan; Nicholas 
Cruz and his grandparents Felix and 
MaryJane Cruz; Nicholas Hernandez and par- 
ents Guillermo and Nancy Hernandez; South- 
ern Guam Little League Coaches Paul Paulino 
and Johnny DeJesus; Manager William 
Meeks; President William Sarmiento; Vice 
President Donna H. Santiago and Mr. Stephen 
J. Guerrero, the District Administrator, Guam 
Little League for their work and accomplish- 
ments in the 2008 Little League Baseball 
World Series. 

The players, parents, and coaches of the 
Southern Guam Little League represented 
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Guam with pride throughout the 2008 Little 
League Baseball World Series competition. | 
commend the parents and coaches for their 
hard work and dedication to the players in 
their road to Williamsport. Most of all, | join 
with all the people of Guam and baseball fans 
everywhere in commending the Southern 
Guam Little League players who inspired us 
with their skills and their sportsmanship. 

Congratulations and thanks for the memo- 
ries. 


EE 


RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU- 
TIONS OF SUPERVISOR JOHN F. 
SILVA IN THE COUNTY OF SO- 
LANO IN CALIFORNIA 


HON. ELLEN 0. TAUSCHER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mrs. TAUSCHER. Madam Speaker, | rise 
with the support of my colleague, the Hon. 
GEORGE MILLER, in the House of Representa- 
tives to recognize Supervisor John F. Silva, as 
he retires after 53 years of public service with 
the County of Solano. 

Supervisor Silva’s career with Solano Coun- 
ty began as a police officer in the Benicia in 
1956. In 1978, he was appointed Benicia city 
manager. Following his time as city manager, 
he was elected to two terms as a city 
councilmember. Supervisor Silva was elected 
to the Solano County Board of Supervisors in 
1997. 

Supervisor Silva’s outstanding service in So- 
lano County also includes several achieve- 
ments that significantly impacted the quality of 
life of the residents of Solano County. As su- 
pervisor, he was dedicated to representing his 
community and exemplified a strong work 
ethic. To address Solano County’s escalating 
crime levels, he pushed hard for the success- 
ful development of a county-wide Gang and 
Drug Task Force. In addition, he was involved 
in the construction of the juvenile hall, the pro- 
bation building, an award-winning new county 
administration center and parking facility. 

One of Supervisor Silva’s biggest achieve- 
ments was his involvement in the program, In- 
sure All Kids. Through the relentless fund- 
raising efforts of supporters, the county was 
recognized by the State of California for 
achieving an astounding level of 96 percentile 
of health insurance for Solano County chil- 
dren. 

The honors and awards Supervisor Silva 
has earned over the years are a testament to 
his hard work and dedication. This year, he 
has received the prestigious Circle for Service 
Award from the California State Association of 
Counties, as well as the Solano Transportation 
Authority's Outstanding Leadership in Trans- 
portation Award. 

As Supervisor John Silva retires from his 
seat on the Solano County Board of Super- 
visors, | would like to thank him for his leader- 
ship and dedication to improving the quality of 
life for the residents of Solano County. | wish 
him and his wife Jan the best of luck in their 
future endeavors. 
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THE 15TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
SOUTH TEXAS COLLEGE 


HON. HENRY CUELLAR 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. CUELLAR. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the 15th Anniversary of South Texas 
College to congratulate them for enrolling 
22,000 students, the highest amount enrolled 
in South Texas College's history. 

The South Texas College was created by 
the Texas legislature in 1993 and signed into 
law by former Governor Ann Richards. They 
are only one of three community colleges in 
Texas accredited to offer bachelors degrees 
and the only community college in the state to 
offer two Bachelor of Applied Technology De- 
grees. Their faculty and staff of over 1,500 
have been leaders in higher education by not 
only providing education to college students, 
but by providing unique workforce training pro- 
grams and the College Express dual enroll- 
ment high school program. Partnered with six- 
teen school districts in Hidalgo and Starr 
Counties, these programs help minority stu- 
dents find а pathway to higher-paying careers 
in math and science. 

In recent years, South Texas College re- 
ceived the MetLife Foundation's 2008 Commu- 
nity College Excellence Award for promoting 
educational and economic advancement, thir- 
ty-one Excellence Awards from the National 
Institute for Staff and Organizational Develop- 
ment in 2008, and the Government Finance 
Officers Association of the United States and 
Canada's Certificate of Achievement for Excel- 
lence in Financial Reporting for 2003 through 
2007. 

Madam Speaker, | am honored to recognize 
South Texas College for their record enroll- 
ment in 2008, and | thank you for this time. 


— I Ü— 


IN MEMORY OF MARILYN LACEY 
McMULLEN 


HON. IKE SKELTON 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with 
deep sadness that | inform the House of the 
death of Mrs. Marilyn McMullen of Mission 
Hills, Kansas, a lovely person and dear friend. 

Marilyn, whom | affectionately called “Lace,” 
was a proud graduate of Webster High 
School, Webster Groves, Missouri. She at- 
tended Milliken College and the University of 
Missouri, Columbia, where she graduated in 
1954 with a Bachelor of Science degree from 
the College of Education and where she was 
a member of the Pi Beta Phi Sorority. She es- 
tablished scholarships at the School of Edu- 
cation in honor of her mother. 

Marilyn taught second grade at LaDue Ele- 
mentary School in St. Louis. She was a mem- 
ber of the Grace Bibb Society in support of the 
MU School of Education and a member of the 
Friends of the MU Library and MU Kansas 
City Alumni Club. She was also a member 
and a past Director of the MU Jefferson Club. 
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At Grace & Holy Trinity Cathedral Marilyn 
had served in the choir and vestry. She was 
a long-time member for over 40 years and Di- 
rector of the Altar Guild at the Cathedral. 

Marilyn was a Cub Scout Den Mother and 
President of the Boy Scout Mother's Club. She 
also served on the Board of Bishop Spencer 
Place to whom she was very grateful for the 
wonderful care provided to her mother. 

Madam Speaker, | know the members of 
the House will join me in extending heartfelt 
condolences to her family: her husband, Larry 
McMullen; her two sons and daughters-in- 
laws, Michael, Andrew, Bonnie and Yvette; 
and her grandchildren, Matthew, Hannah, 
Sarah, Rachel, Abby and Sophie. 


— 


RECOGNIZING THE RETIREMENT 
OF MRS. PATRICIA M. BOYLE 
FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF THE 
NAVY 


HON. TOM DAVIS 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. DAVIS of Virginia. Madam Speaker, | 
rise today to honor Mrs. Patricia M. Boyle of 
the Department of the Navy, who is retiring 
after more than 36 years of faithful service to 
our Nation, culminating in her service as the 
Legislation Specialist in the Department of the 
Navy's Office of Legislative Affairs. 

Mrs. Boyle started her federal service in 
1972 with the Office of Legislative Affairs as a 
Legislation Assistant. She was responsible for 
researching, routing legislation for comment 
throughout the Department of the Navy, and 
for maintaining all working files on current or 
past legislation of interest to the Department 
of the Navy. She worked in this position until 
July 1974. 

She then worked in the Office of the Chief 
of Naval Operations, Legal and Legislative Of- 
fice, as a Legal Technician. She served in that 
position from July 1974 to December 1981. In 
that position, she helped coordinate comments 
on items of legislation and executive orders for 
the Chief of Naval Operations staff. 

In 1981, Mrs. Boyle returned to the work at 
the Navy's Office of Legislative Affairs in 
Washington, DC, where she has remained 
since December 1981. 

Mrs. Boyle has provided superb support as 
the Legislative Specialist to the Chief of Legis- 
lative Affairs within the Office of Legislative Af- 
fairs. This position marks the culmination of 36 
years of Federal service in which she has con- 
tinued to serve the Department of the Navy's 
legislative agenda. She has had a major im- 
pact on the identification of high-interest legis- 
lative items and the coordination of complete 
and thorough Navy positions to the Office of 
the Secretary of Defense, the White House 
Office of Management and Budget, and Con- 
gress. 

Responsible for acting as central coordi- 
nator for the Department of the Navy for more 
than 300 legislative proposals per year, she 
has consistently provided timely and thor- 
oughly vetted Navy positions, thereby ensuring 
the Navy's interests were furthered. She mon- 
itored the progress of legislation critical to the 
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Department of the Navy and communicated 
the status and any outstanding requirements 
to ensure that Navy leadership was fully in- 
formed of important legislative initiatives. Her 
diligent, thoughtful, and timely coordination en- 
sured that the Navy's message was effectively 
communicated to Congress. 

In addition, she managed the coordination 
of all legislative items, approximately 1,000 
per fiscal year, which included House and 
Senate Bills, executive agency proposals, tes- 
timony and executive orders. She provided 
consolidated Navy positions on these legisla- 
tive items to the Office of the Secretary of De- 
fense, the Office of Management and Budget, 
and Congress, while successfully meeting all 
deadlines and suspense dates. Her effective 
coordination and thorough review consistently 
ensured a concise and well thought out Navy 
message to Congress. 

It is through the commitment and sacrifice of 
Americans like Patricia Boyle that our Nation 
is able to continue upon the path of democ- 
racy and strive for the betterment of mankind. 
| am proud, Madam Speaker, as a fellow Vir- 
ginian, to thank her and her family for her hon- 
orable service to our Nation with the United 
States Navy. | wish her fair winds and fol- 
lowing seas as she concludes a distinguished 
career of public service. 


VETERANS DAY 
HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 


OF MINNESOTA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. MCCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, | rise in support of Veterans Day. 
This national holiday serves as reminder of 
the enormous sacrifices that brave men and 
women have made for the ideals and beliefs 
that all Americans value. Veterans Day is also 
an opportunity to give thanks to the hundreds 
of thousands of armed forces personnel serv- 
ing our country to protect our Nation and to 
secure the peace around the world. 

To mark this special holiday, | had the 
honor of attending both a ceremony for Mexi- 
can American Post 5, where | learned of the 
hardships faced by American soldiers of Mexi- 
can descent, and the Minnesota State Vet- 
erans Day program to pay tribute to the men 
and women serving our country in uniform. 
This year, | also had the privilege of visiting 
our troops in Afghanistan and Pakistan to wit- 
ness the tremendous sacrifice they and their 
families make each day. 

On the battlefield, the U.S. Armed Forces 
pledge to leave no soldier behind. As a nation, 
it must be our promise that when they return 
home, we leave no veteran behind. Fully pre- 
paring our troops, and providing the necessary 
healthcare, education, and disability benefits 
to meet the needs of our veterans, is our re- 
sponsibility and moral obligation. 

The 110th Congress has honored our com- 
mitment to veterans by making their needs a 
priority. This Congress passed the largest 
funding increase in the history of the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs, which ensures that 
our veterans returning from Iraq and Afghani- 
stan receive the quality health and mental 
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health care they deserve. This year, we have 
also provided tax relief for military families, in- 
creased pay for members of our armed serv- 
ices, established a suicide prevention pro- 
gram, improved housing assistances for 
homeless veterans, and helped military fami- 
lies avoid home foreclosure. Lastly, this 
Democratic led Congress passed a GI bill for 
the 21st century that fully restores four-year 
college scholarships for Iraq and Afghanistan 
veterans, on a par with the educational bene- 
fits after World War II. 

The men and women of the armed forces 
who have served this country with honor dur- 
ing times of war and peace deserve the best 
this country can afford. | look forward to work- 
ing with my colleagues in Congress and Presi- 
dent Obama to ensure veterans receive the 
highest level of care and compensation they 
have so bravely earned serving this country. 
This is a commitment to which | hold fast on 
Veterans Day and everyday. 

To all veterans, you have my thanks and 
that of a grateful nation. 


IN HONOR OF THE SERVICE OF 


NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR 
THE ARTS CHAIRMAN DANA 
GIOIA 


HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to recognize and laud Dana Gioia’s 
service as Chairman of the National Endow- 
ment for the Arts. Since 2003 when he began 
his service, Chairman Gioia has played a vital 
role in advancing America's cultural vitality 
and economic prosperity by promoting and ex- 
panding access to the arts. As a co-Chair of 
the Congressional Arts Caucus, | am grateful 
for Chairman Gioia's efforts and look forward 
to his future contributions to the arts in Amer- 
ica after he leaves the NEA in January 2009. 

Chairman Gioia has launched a handful of 
national initiatives that have spread the reach 
of the NEA across the country and expanded 
arts education in schools and communities. 
One favorite program of mine, The Big Read, 
provides citizens with the opportunity to read 
and discuss a single book within their commu- 
nities. The initiative includes innovative read- 
ing programs in selected cities and towns, 
comprehensive resources for discussing clas- 
sic literature, an ambitious national publicity 
campaign, and an extensive Web site pro- 
viding comprehensive information on authors 
and their works. The NEA inaugurated The 
Big Read as a pilot project in 2006 with ten 
communities featuring four books. The Big 
Read continues to expand to include more 
communities and additional books. By 2009, 
approximately 400 communities in the U.S. will 
have hosted a Big Read since the program's 
2007 national launch. 

Chairman Gioia has democratized the arts. 
Last year, the NEA awarded over twenty-two 
hundred grants totaling over $100 million in 
435 congressional districts. The National En- 
dowment for the Arts is the largest national 
source of arts funding in the United States and 
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supports local arts programs in every congres- 
sional district across the country. While the 
NEA's budget represents less than one per- 
cent of total arts philanthropy in the United 
States, Chairman Gioia has successfully lever- 
aged NEA grants to have a powerful multi- 
plying effect, with each grant dollar typically 
generating seven to eight times more money 
in matching grants. 

Chairman Gioia is a Renaissance Man. As 
an artist himself, he recognizes that the arts 
are more than just a cultural or emotional en- 
terprise. With his background in business, he 
knows that the arts have immense financial 
and social impact. Creativity, innovation, and 
imagination fuel today's global economy, and 
America's artists are a large source of that in- 
vestment. Chairman Gioia led the NEA with 
this always in mind. When Chairman Gioia vis- 
ited my congressional district, he brought not 
only great enthusiasm and energy to all of the 
arts organizations he toured, but imparted val- 
uable guidance and advice to these organiza- 
tions on how to increase their membership, 
spur local investment in the arts, and expand 
their presence in the community. 

As a blues singer myself, | can empathize 
with Chairman Gioia's decision to return to his 
artistic craft. But despite his departure from 
the NEA, Chairman Gioia will continue to en- 
rich the arts community. Art transcends bar- 
riers of language, time, and generation, trans- 
lating cultural differences, breathing life into 
history, and bridging experiences across cul- 
tures. Chairman Gioia’s exceptional writing 
and poetry no doubt enrich the lives of all 
Americans. Chairman Gioia will leave big 
shoes to fill, but | am confident that his leader- 
ship has trickled down in the NEA over the 
years. The NEA will continue to drive excel- 
lence in the arts with his spirit always in mind. 


EE 


THE BUSINESS CLIMATE IN RUS- 
SIA AND THE STATES OF THE 
FORMER SOVIET UNION 


HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. HASTINGS of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
after the summer recess, the Helsinki Com- 
mission, which | chair, was preparing to con- 
duct a hearing on United States and Western 
businesses at risk entering markets in Russia 
and the former Soviet Republics without the 
protections guaranteed by the rule of law and 
government adherence to market principles. 
The hearing had to be postponed due to the 
invasion of Georgia, but it is our intention to 
take up this issue in the next Congress. 

The Helsinki Commission, and the OSCE, is 
fully committed to the development of democ- 
racy, civil society, the rule of law and free 
markets in the Russia Federation and in other 
states of the former Soviet Union. We trust 
that Russian President Medvedev shares that 
commitment when he proclaims that "my most 
important task is to further develop civil and 
economic freedoms." 

Yet we see evidence that Russian authori- 
ties continue to selectively prosecute and har- 
ass human rights advocates, prominent busi- 
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ness leaders and journalists by employing ar- 
bitrary and extralegal means to achieve state 
and political ends. This is often accomplished 
through a manipulated court system, thus de- 
nying its citizens and foreign investors the im- 
partial application of the rule of law and equal 
justice. 

In June, 1992, the United States and Russia 
negotiated and signed the Bilateral Investment 
Treaty, which grants investors the protections 
and safeguards necessary to conduct busi- 
ness in a fair and transparent environment. 
Unfortunately, Russia has failed to ratify this 
important measure that would ultimately serve 
the economic interests of both our nations. 

Along the same lines, it is regrettable that 
Russia refuses to ratify the Energy Charter 
Treaty. This measure insures the rights and 
protections of private and public sector inter- 
ests against a government taking arbitrary ac- 
tion that would disrupt or threaten global en- 
ergy security. The thousands of United States 
investors who became shareholders in the 
Russian oil company, YUKOS, lost everything 
when the Russian government seized the 
company's assets. 

Finally, Russia has not honored its pledge 
to amend its federal laws to guarantee protec- 
tions of intellectual property rights and enforc- 
ing such laws consistent with international 
standards. | would note the frequent Western 
media reports on cases where Russian au- 
thorities have seized the assets of certain 
companies, many with foreign investors, uti- 
lizing executive decrees, court orders, and ex- 
tradition requests to assume ownership or 
control over Russian enterprises. Some for- 
eign investors have been compelled to sur- 
render their equity shares in Russian compa- 
nies without proper due process and com- 
pensation only to have Western courts, in a 
series of cases, issue rulings in favor of such 
companies. 

Madam Speaker, we appreciate that our 
economy is truly global and American and 
Western investments are essential in Russia 
and throughout Eurasia, given their abundant 
natural resources, and urge that all countries 
can mutually commit to an economic relation- 
ship that is based on mutual trust, the rule of 
law and market forces that are free of arbitrary 
or capricious government activity. 


RAISING CAIN 
HON. STEVE KAGEN 


OF WISCONSIN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. KAGEN. Madam Speaker, this poem 
was written by Albert Carey Caswell, a mem- 
ber of the Capitol Guide Service in honor of 
SSG Michael Cain of Berlin, WI. 

Staff Sergeant Cain is a disabled veteran 
currently undergoing treatment at Walter Reed 
Army Medical Center. | met Staff Sergeant 
Cain at Walter Reed on November 18, 2008, 
while visiting another wounded soldier. | am 
proud and happy to submit this poem, written 
in his honor. 


RAISING CAIN 


A young man lies face down... 
Right between life and death, as found... 
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Clinging to life, as now . . 
lost... 

When, we hear a sound ... 

For it’s his heart, as we watch what is lost, 
as now is found ... 

Which will not let him go, which will not let 
him down ... 

As all inside of his fine soul, is so is now . . . 

As he raises his head up high, Raising 
Cain... 

As he brings such tears to eyes... 
astounds! 

What will we raise in these our days? 

To what heights and mountains, will we so 
climb? 

Allin our lives and times... 

All in what we've so lost, and gained . . . 

All in that great heartache and pain, has 
made... 

To lie face down.. 
honor... 

As Michael you were bound .. . 

While, all in the midst of hell... 
dark evil lie all around .. . 

As your fine heart so chose, so chose to 
swell . . . swell somehow . . .. 

To cheat death, with what you have so 
left... 

All in uniform, so brilliant now... 

When right there, on that edge of death... 

As you so looked down .. . 

To see what you had so left . . . 

As your once strong leg was gone... 

As your life so hung in the balance now... 

As you were the one who so raised his 
head... 

Whose fine heart so began to pound! 

Raising Cain . . . 

His Daddy raised à Hero, his Momma did the 
same... 

All in their hearts of love, which now so re- 
mains! 

A Wisconsin Man... 

Who love’s his Packers .. . 

County music, and his Momma understand! 

There’s a lot of Brett in thisman... 

And there’s a lot more of Michael, in Brett 
which stands... 

Asawinner... 

And a simple man... 

Who wears his heart on his sleeve, time and 
again... 

With a heart of courage full ... 

This American Jewel... 

Beating proud, for that old red white and 
blue... 

And most of all, he’safamily man... 

As we watch, andsee... 

All that a heart canbe... 

As he fight’s the good fight... . 

As Michael’s Raising Cain... 

Building where not lies left... 

As our world he'll bless . . . 

To come back from the dead . .. 

Back from that dark abyss, abyss of 
death... 

То go off to war... 

As one fine fighting machine sure . . . 

As an Army man ... 

Who to courage ran ... 

All in what he gave up... 

Allin what he must endure ... 

And if I ever raise a son ... 

I but hope and pray ... 

That he could but be, like this fine опе... 

The kind who will teach us, who will reach 
us... 

Who to hearts will all so beseech us... 

All in how life is won... 

As Michael Cain, was raised this опе... 

In honor of Michael Cain on your 27th 
birthday . . . your friend Bert—Albert Carey 
Caswell © 2008 
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RECOGNIZING FIRE SERVICE SPE- 

CIALIST RODERICK R. MENO, 
GUAM'S 2008 FIREFIGHTER ОЕ 
THE YEAR 


HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 


OF GUAM 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to recognize, congratulate and com- 
mend Fire Service Specialist Roderick R. 
Meno on being named Guam’s Firefighter of 
the Year for 2008. 


Roderick, a native son of southern Guam, 
grew up in a family of outstanding firefighters: 
his father, retired Deputy Fire Chief Frank C. 
Meno; his brothers, Fire Specialist Frank R. 
Meno, Fire Captain Kurt R. Meno, Fire Fighter 
П Brian R. Meno; and nephew Fire Fighter | 
Joshua Н. Meno. This exposure, from his 
early youth, to a family of dedicated public 
servants imbued in Roderick an instinctive de- 
sire to serve the public, and protect life and 
property as his father and siblings did before 
him. 

Roderick's upbringing in the closely knit vil- 
lage of Inarajan also inculcated in him the 
spirit of community and volunteerism. From his 
father, a recognized Chamorro master builder, 
he learned skills as a general overall handy- 
man, a skill he unhesitatingly used to assist 
his fire precinct in the operations and mainte- 
nance of its fire station. He used these skills 
to perform renovations of the station control 
room, improving working conditions for his fel- 
low firefighters. His skills as a carpenter and 
do-it-yourselfer enabled him to perform modi- 
fications to the sleeping quarters of his fellow 
firefighters, rendering those quarters more 
comfortable and organized. When he saw a 
need and he knew he had the skills to accom- 
plish the work, he did not hesitate. 


And just as his spirit of volunteerism moti- 
vated him to apply his skills to work he could 
perform, Roderick did not hesitate to use his 
own resources to accomplish these tasks. 
Roderick would begin projects knowing that fi- 
nancial support from the government may not 
be available. He used his own tools and when 
he needed materials and parts, rather than 
waiting for the cumbersome government pro- 
curement process, he used his own finances 
to purchase parts and materials. 


And Roderick did all of this, ever mindful of, 
and never neglecting, his duties and respon- 
sibilities as a firefighter. As his father and 
brothers before him, Roderick Meno was al- 
ways ready to serve and protect. For these at- 
tributes that have characterized our Nation's 
outstanding firefighters, Roderick Meno joins 
his father and brothers, and America's fire- 
fighters whose dedication to purpose and spirit 
of community make them outstanding role 
models for all citizens in all roles of life. Fire 
Service Specialist Meno, thank you very 
much. 
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TRIBUTE TO MARTHA FRANCO 


HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, in my 
years of public service, | have benefitted from 
the efforts of many capable employees on my 
staff who have come and gone. Yet there has 
always remained one constant in my office, 
Martha Franco, and for that | am truly grateful. 

Martha was born in Mexico and grew up in 
Colusa, California. As a naturalized citizen, 
she is a model example of someone who 
made the efforts required to become a U.S. 
citizen and has gone on to contribute to our 
country through public service. 

Martha first came to work for me in 1984 
when | served in the California State Senate. 
When | was elected to Congress in 1990, Mar- 
tha became my Executive Assistant and Office 
Manager. She has worked for me in Wash- 
ington and in California, and this year | named 
her as my Deputy Chief of Staff. 

Martha's loyal presence has meant so much 
to my wife, Julie, to me, and to our entire or- 
ganization. The people who call upon our of- 
fice have appreciated seeing a familiar face 
through the years, and | have appreciated 
having someone who knows the many people 
who have been important to us throughout my 
career. Martha's unsurpassed character and 
dedication have allowed me to trust her with 
confidential and sensitive materials and to do 
so with great confidence. 

Martha's spirit is demonstrated by her com- 
mitment to family as well. She cares for her 
father at home and is a wonderful aunt to her 
many nieces and nephews. | know she is 
looking forward to spending even more time 
with her large family as she begins a new 
chapter in her life. 

While our work together will soon end, Mar- 
tha will always remain an important person in 
our lives. As she looks to new opportunities, | 
wish Martha all the best, and look forward to 
her continued friendship in the years to come. 


THE LOSS OF LES HIRSCH 


HON. KATHY CASTOR 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. CASTOR. Madam Speaker, 1 rise today 
to honor the death of Les Hirsch. Mr. Hirsch 
made an indelible mark on my community in 
Tampa Bay. 

Over the 50 year period that Mr. Hirsch 
lived in Tampa, he took on a few different 
roles. In 1960 he became a stockbroker. Many 
of the brokers still practicing in my community 
got their start when Mr. Hirsch hired them. 
Former employees describe him as "upbeat, 
with a very sharp mind" and "a mentor, inspi- 
ration and a role model." And through his love 
of politics, he inspired one of them to seek 
public office. Mr. Hirsch helped on his suc- 
cessful campaign for City Council in 1991. 

In the late 1970s, Mr. Hirsch was appointed 
to the Tampa Port Authority and then to the 
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Tampa Sports Authority. When Tampa hosted 
its first Super Bowl in 1984, Mr. Hirsch contrib- 
uted to the effort to secure our city as the lo- 
cation. As we ready our city to welcome Super 
Bowl fans again this season, | regret that we 
won't have his expertise this time around. 

Madam Speaker, Mr. Hirsch's death on Oc- 
tober 31st marked a great loss to his wife 
Gail, his sons, Rabbi David Hirsch and his 
wife, Margot, and Andrew Hirsch and his wife, 
Tricia, his daughter, Beth Hirsch, and his six 
grandchildren, as well as the entire Tampa 
Bay area. 


ee 


A TRIBUTE TO THE EXEMPLARY 
HISTORY OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
IN THE TOWN OF KILLINGLY, 
CONNECTICUT 


HON. JOE COURTNEY 


OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
honor the exemplary history of public edu- 
cation in the town of Killingly, Connecticut. 

This year, the town of Killingly celebrates 
the 300th anniversary since its incorporation in 
1708. Equally inspiring, it celebrates the 150th 
anniversary of its public education system. 
The development of public education in Kill- 
ingly has been a microcosm of the region, the 
state of Connecticut, and country as a 
whole—it is a model of progress. 

From a time when providing free education 
to the public was a visionary innovation to a 
time when teacher shortages plagued the 
country when teachers were drafted to serve 
in World War Il, Killingly’s education system 
persevered and thrived. 

The mission outlined by the town of Killingly 
for its school system includes as a high pri- 
ority fostering citizenship in our Nation’s next 
generation. Moreover, Killingly's contribution to 
citizenship is not confined to the classroom. 
was proud to see pictures of the high school 
marching band in a Veterans' Day parade. 
Killingly's commitment to community and 
progress is certain to continue to energize its 
education system for another 150 years. 

| am pleased to see Killingly's strong com- 
mitment to education, evolving over many 
generations. | know Connecticut will continue 
to benefit from Killingly's progress for genera- 
tions to come. 


-o 


RECOGNITION AND THANKS TO 
MICHAEL J. CRONIN 


HON. JOHN B. LARSON 


OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. LARSON. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
thank Michael Cronin for his three years of 
dedicated service to the House as Office Di- 
rector of the Office of the Historian. Michael 
first came to the House in 1986 as an intern 
and then upon graduation from college, joined 
the office of former Rep. Timothy J. Penny of 
Minnesota. He left Capitol Hill in 1990 but re- 
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turned in 2005 to serve as Office Director for 
the reestablished Office of the Historian, under 
the direction of Dr. Robert Remini and Dr. 
Fred Beuttler. This month, Michael will con- 
tinue his service to the People's House as the 
Administrative Director of the Office of the In- 
spector General. 

Madam Speaker, we, as Members, are in- 
deed fortunate to have the services of talented 
individuals like Michael Cronin. | know | join 
the Historian of the House, Dr. Robert V. 
Remini, and the staff of the Office of the Histo- 
rian in wishing him my best as he begins this 
new position. 


-a 


HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF KENNETH T. JONES, JR. 


HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 


OF GUAM 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to join the people of Guam in mourning 
the death of a great son of America and com- 
munity leader in the Pacific where, for the last 
sixty three years, he lived, worked and built a 
business empire. Born in the small town of 
Willow Springs, North Carolina, on November 
22, 1917, Kenneth T. Jones, Jr. will be re- 
membered for his contributions to our commu- 
nity. 

"Ken", as he was fondly known to his fam- 
ily, friends and associates, was the consum- 
mate business adventurer, always searching 
for new opportunities and always willing to 
venture into new endeavors where he sensed 
Success was certain. That business sense 
convinced him that prospects would arise on 
Guam, a small Pacific island he temporarily 
visited as a Navy Chief Petty Officer with the 
25th Seabees during World War ll. Hearing 
the slogan, "Guam, Crossroads of the Pa- 
cific", Ken instinctively saw great future poten- 
tials for those who were willing to work hard 
and had the spirit to succeed. 

Ken befriended Segundo "Sy" Leon Guer- 
rero, a young Guamanian he met during his 
short stay on the island. Ken and Sy had 
many discussions about the future and 
planned for Ken's return to Guam when they 
would become business partners. But even 
while he was waiting for the opportunity to re- 
turn to the island, Ken would purchase small 
items to send to Sy who sold them from his 
small Quonset hut in Sinajana, which would 
eventually become the first Town House De- 
partment Store under the partnership called 
Jones and Guerrero Company Incorporated, 
immediately coined "J & G" throughout the 
Pacific. 

Under the Chairmanship of Ken Jones, J & 
G rapidly expanded into several areas where 
Ken felt there was a need on island. After 
Town House and upon his return to Guam in 
1946, J & О Repair Shop opened, a natural fit 
for Jones who was an automotive mechanic in 
the Seabees. Other businesses quickly fol- 
lowed: from companies which supplied con- 
struction materials, built modular homes and a 
residential subdivision (Jonestown) to the bot- 
tling of soft drinks (Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.) 
and J & G Payless Supermarkets. To supply 
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his many companies, Ken established Pacific 
Navigation Company, agents for ocean going 
freight liners calling ports in Australia, Asia, 
the Philippines, China and other islands in Mi- 
cronesia. 

Ken's business acumen motivated him to 
build Cliff Properties Development, one of the 
island's first hotels; and the Guam Hilton 
Hotel, Guam's first major chain hotel. Ken 
Jones' business interests and ventures were 
not confined to Guam. Ken built and operated 
the Royal Taga Hotel, the first hotel in Saipan, 
CNMI, as well as the Bar K cattle ranch in 
Tinian, CNMI. He operated thoroughbred race 
horse ranches and stables in Australia and the 
bluegrass country of Kentucky. He also built 
and operated a considerable shopping mall in 
his home state of North Carolina. Ken Jones' 
Success as a businessman created within him 
a sense of philanthropy to which he devoted 
much personal time, effort, energy and consid- 
erable financial resources. These include lead- 
ership roles and membership in such organi- 
zations as the American Red Cross; the Amer- 
ican Cancer Society; the Guam Chapters of 
the American Boy and Girl Scouts; the Guam 


Vocational Rehabilitation Workshop; the 
Boards and Trustees of several private 
schools, including St. John’s Episcopal 


School, the Academy of Our Lady of Guam; 
the Guam Lytico-Bodig Association; the Make- 
a-Wish Foundation; and the American Heart 
and Lung Association. 

Ken’s efforts and successes as a premier 
businessman have always been recognized by 
the people of Guam and the entire business 
community of the Pacific Basin. This recogni- 
tion culminated in his induction into the Guam 
Business Hall of Fame on May 2, 1992. In 
1994 he was named Guam Business News’ 
Executive of the Year. 

Kenneth T. Jones, Jr, was a respected 
businessman on Guam, much loved by the 
people of Guam and our entire community. 
We recognize him for his many achievements 
and we commend him for his contributions to 
our community. Our community mourns his 
passing and we extend our condolences to his 
family and friends. Ken leaves behind his wife, 
Elaine Cruz Jones and five daughters, Vivian, 
Linda, Veronica, Donna and Ramona. 


EE 


IN MEMORIAL OF PENNSYLVANIA 
LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR CATH- 
ERINE BAKER KNOLL 


HON. ALLYSON Y. SCHWARTZ 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. SCHWARTZ. Madam Speaker, on No- 
vember 12, 2008, Pennsylvania Lieutenant 
Governor and former State Treasurer Cath- 
erine Baker Knoll, a dedicated mother, political 
pioneer and tenacious public servant, lost her 
battle with cancer while surrounded by loved 
ones. 

Knoll, 78, is survived by her four children, 
Albert, Charles, Mina and Kim Eric. Her late 
husband Charles was a U.S. Postmaster. 

Knoll was born one of nine children in 
McKees Rocks, Pennsylvania, near Pittsburgh. 
She was a schoolteacher, a businesswoman, 
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and an innovative State Treasurer from 1989 
to 1997. In that post, she created the Tuition 
Assistance Program, which opened doors for 
thousands of Pennsylvania's youth to attend 
college. 

The self-described "steel woman from the 
steel city," Knoll became the first woman Lieu- 
tenant Governor in Pennsylvania in 2003 and 
was well-known for her persistence, initiative, 
and unflinching commitment to the public 
good. Her affection for all the people of Penn- 
sylvania and unstoppable desire to knock 
down barriers for women and minorities were 
obvious to all who witnessed her energetic 
and caring demeanor. On the day she was 
sworn in as Lieutenant Governor, she com- 
pared Pennsylvania to a 10-speed bicycle, 
saying, "We have gears we haven't even tried 
yet." 

Pennsylvania Governor Ed Rendell called 
her one of the "strongest, most dedicated pub- 
lic servants in Pennsylvania's history," adding 
that "Her passing is a tremendous loss for the 
many people whose lives she touched." 

| ask that the House of Representatives ex- 
tend its condolences to Catherine's family and 
friends, and the Commonwealth of Pennsyl- 
vania, which feels the loss of a true public 
servant. 


ЫЫ 
HONORING “THE LEAF-CHRON- 
ICLE" FOR ITS 200 YEARS OF 


SERVICE TO MIDDLE TENNESSEE 


HON. JOHN S. TANNER 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. TANNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to recognize the long history of “The Leaf- 
Chronicle” newspaper in Clarksville, Ten- 
nessee, which is now in its 200th year of serv- 
ing Clarksville, Montgomery County and Mid- 
dle Tennessee. 

“The Leaf-Chronicle” was officially formed in 
1890 by a merger between two local journals, 
“The Tobacco Leaf’ and “The Chronicle,” 
which dated back to 1808. For two centuries, 
the people in our community have been well- 
served by a quality daily newspaper that fairly 
and thoroughly covers the stories so important 
to our families and businesses. Twenty-two 
men and women have had the honor of serv- 
ing as Publisher of the Clarksville newspaper, 
including the current publisher, Andrew 
Oppman, and his immediate predecessor, my 
friend Gene Washer, who served 17 years as 
Publisher until his retirement earlier this year. 

We are particularly proud of the news- 
papers coverage of Fort Campbell and the 
101st Airborne Division, which are an integral 
part of our community in Montgomery and 
Stewart counties and the surrounding area. 
The journalists of “The Leaf-Chronicle" show 
their support through extensive coverage of 
our military families and others in the commu- 
nity whose support of our men and women in 
uniform is unwavering. 

"The Leaf-Chronicle" has always been 
known for its strong opinions page, where it 
has boldly editorialized on local, state, national 
and international issues. In fact, because of 
the reputation of the newspapers powerful 
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editorial page, all operations were suspended 
between 1862 and 1865 when Union troops 
occupied Clarksville during the Civil War. 

Publication was also threatened in the early 
morning hours of January 22, 1999, when a 
tornado ripped through downtown Clarksville, 
leaving behind it a path of destruction, includ- 
ing severe damage to the offices of "The Leaf- 
Chronicle." The staff, however, determined to 
publish a newspaper to cover such an impor- 
tant story, gathered at Mr. Washers home. 
The next day, subscribers still received the 
paper on their doorsteps, this time with eight 
pages of in-depth coverage and photographs 
of the storm and its impact on Montgomery 
County. 

Following the storm and until completion of 
its current, state-of-the-art facilities, the news- 
paper staff was temporarily based in an empty 
supermarket that featured a sign reading 
“Foodland—Fresh,” which was poignantly 
changed to read "The Leaf-Chronicle—Fresh 
Daily." 

As we reflect on the long service of "The 
Leaf-Chronicle" to its readers, it is important to 
think of all the historic moments that have 
happened in the last two centuries in Ten- 
nessee, across this country and throughout 
the world. Middle Tennesseans have had "The 
Leaf-Chronicle" to report daily on those his- 
toric events, provide insightful analysis and 
help record history as it happens. 

Madam Speaker, | ask you and our col- 
leagues to join me in recognizing the long his- 
tory of "The Leaf-Chronicle," expressing grati- 
tude for its service to our community and 
wishing its staff all the best as the newspaper 
enters its third century of quality journalism. 


E 


IN HONOR OF COUNTY MANAGER 
JOHN MALTBIE 


HON. JACKIE SPEIER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, soon San 
Mateo County will lose its premier adminis- 
trator when County Manager John Maltbie re- 
tires after two decades at the helm. 

John has served the county ably since tak- 
ing office in 1989. He has shown, time and 
again, how thoughtful, steady leadership can 
make all the difference in the quality of service 
a county offers to its residents. John oversees 
a government operation employing more than 
4,800 people, who serve a growing and di- 
verse population nearing three quarters of a 
million residents. 

Under John's leadership, San Mateo County 
was the first County in the State to develop 
School-based children and family services, a 
MediCal-managed care system for medical 
and mental health patients and a work-first 
model for welfare reform. 

A strong proponent of collaborating with his 
peers in and outside of government, John con- 
tinued San Mateo County's long history of 
forming and continuing mutually beneficial 
partnerships with other local governments, 
businesses and organizations. Some of these 
partnerships are the City/County Association 
of Governments; Peninsula Partnership for 
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Children, Youth and Families; San Mateo 
County Telecommunications Authority and the 
Library Joint Powers Authority. John has also 
worked closely with local cities to develop a 
nationally recognized model for county-wide 
emergency medical services. 

Madam Speaker, during John Maltbie's ten- 
ure, the county has seen the completion of a 
state-of-the-art, 225-bed San Mateo County 
Health Center. He has also overseen the 
building of a new main jail, administrative of- 
fice building, parking garage, three medical 
clinics, three social services district offices and 
a new County Court facility. 

John's service in Public Administration 
began in 1972. Prior to San Mateo County, he 
served in multiple roles in Santa Clara County 
and was City Manager for both Milpitas, Cali- 
fornia and Glendale, Arizona. 

John holds a Masters of Arts Degree and a 
Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political Science, 
with an emphasis in Public Administration, 
from San Jose State University. He has taught 
at several colleges and universities, including 
Arizona State University, College of Notre 
Dame and San Jose State University. 

A true public servant, John passed his com- 
munity commitment on to his children, Jeff and 
Jayme, who have both worked in public serv- 
ice. They will no doubt enjoy more of their fa- 
ther's time, but Madam Speaker, the real ben- 
efactors of John's retirement will be his lucky 
grandchildren: Ella, Emma and Zoe. Please 
join me in wishing John Maltbie a long and 
joy-filled retirement. 


EE 


PAYING SPECIAL TRIBUTE TO AN 
HIV/AIDS ACTIVIST 


HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. RANGEL. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to acknowledge Debra Fraser-Howze, a con- 
stituent and HIV/AIDS activist, for her many 
years’ of dedication and hard work to find 
ways to test, educate, and treat those that 
have HIV/AIDS. 

The November 11, 2008, CARIB News arti- 
cle, “Debra Fraser-Howze: Making a Dif- 
ference,” points out her more than 20 years’ 
commitment to helping the fight against HIV/ 
AIDS in New York where she resides, across 
America, and around the world. Since the 
President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief, 
PEPFAR, passed, which will allocate $48 bil- 
lion in Federal money towards fighting this epi- 
demic in Africa, she is now pushing to have 
some of the money go towards battling HIV/ 
AIDS in the Caribbean. There are 14 Carib- 
bean nations that could get some of the 
money, including Jamaica where her mother is 
from. This is a great initiative that Debra Fra- 
ser-Howze has made. With her leadership, | 
am confident that she will be able to get funds 
from PEPFAR to go towards fighting this epi- 
demic in the Caribbean. 

Again, | commend Debra Fraser-Howze for 
her determination to find cures, provide fund- 
ing and to educate people about HIV/AIDS 
around the world. 
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[From CaribWoman, Nov. 11, 2008] 
DEBRA FRASER-HOWZE: MAKING A DIFFERENCE 
(By Causewell Vaughan) 

There's growing optimism for fighting 
AIDS in the Caribbean region as billions of 
dollars become available to fund programs 
aimed at preventing and containing the dis- 
ease. 

With $48 billion in federal money being set 
aside to battle the disease in Africa, the Car- 
ibbean is actively seeking to qualify for a 
Share. 

The funds will be allocated through a U.S. 
foreign aid program known as the Presi- 
dent’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAB). It is the largest commitment in 
history by any nation to fight a single dis- 
ease. 

"It's going to open doors to а new stream 
of funding where those doors were not open 
before," said Debra Fraser-Howze, a long- 
time HIV/AIDS advocate. 

“The Caribbean will have the same posi- 
tioning as some of those African nations 
with whom they share а similar AIDS situa- 
tion." 

Fraser-Howze has been helping to lead the 
fight against HIV/AIDS for more than two 
decades. She founded the National Black 
Leadership Commission on AIDS in 1987 and 
subsequently advised two presidents while 
she served on the Presidential Advisory 
Council on HIV/AIDS. 

In 2003 she was appointed to the New York 
City Commission on AIDS and last year to 
the New York State Governors Advisory 
Council. 

Fraser-Howze is now vice president of Ex- 
ternal and Government Affairs for OraSure 
Technologies, à medical diagnostics com- 
pany. While her responsibilities with the 
company focus on domestic matters, she re- 
mains an active advocate for anti-AIDS 
funding for the Caribbean. 

"It's à personal issue with me," Fraser- 
Howze said, because I know the numbers, 
and I see the rising rate of infection." 

That’s why she’s resolute about the fund- 
ing, especially since the Caribbean did not 
receive any of the initial PEPFAR money, 
which became available in 2003. ‘‘The Carib- 
bean islands to which Americans travel all 
the time need to get the same focus as Afri- 
ca," she said. 

There are 14 Caribbean nations that could 
get some of the new money. They are Anti- 
gua and Barbuda, the Bahamas, Barbados, 
Belize, Dominica, the Dominican Republic, 
Grenada, Jamaica, Montserrat, St. Kitts and 
Nevis, St. Vincent and the Grenadines, St. 
Lucia, Suriname and Trinidad and Tobago. 
Any PEPFAR money they receive will be for 
AIDS testing, prevention, treatment and 
care. 

Fraser-Howze is quick to credit U.S. Rep. 
Donna Christiansen of the U.S. Virgin Is- 
lands for taking the lead in getting those na- 
tions included in the PEPFAR funding. ‘‘I’ve 
known her for more than 25 years, and I’ve 
worked with her and her staff on this issue. 
We understand that it is imperative that the 
Caribbean have a robust testing initiative,” 
Fraser-Howze said. 

But, she added, even with funding the bat- 
tle against AIDS is truly difficult in the Car- 
ibbean because the region's culture is almost 
an ally of the disease. Fraser-Howze's moth- 
er is from Jamaica so she has knowledge of 
the cultural barriers to AIDS testing. 

“Sex and drugs are very taboo topics in the 
Caribbean, and there is à lot of homophobia 
because the disease is very much focused on 
gay men," she said. ‘‘That is why the key to 
testing in the Caribbean is to have those bar- 
riers broken down by the community itself. 
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“Гуе seen government send in different 
people and different groups who are not cul- 
turally competent. The best approach is for 
Caribbean nations to develop their own plan. 
We want them to craft their own proposals 
to PEPFAR." 

Fraser-Howze cited Barbados as already 
having “а major HIV/AIDS initiative." 

She said she's extremely optimistic" the 
Caribbean will get PEPFAR money and, she 
added, I'm humbled at playing some small 
role in opening up this opportunity." 


HONORING REP. JIM McCRERY 
HON. FORTNEY PETE STARK 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. STARK. Madam Speaker, | rise to honor 
the service of my colleague JIM MCCRERY of 
Louisiana who is retiring after over 20 years 
as Member of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives. JIM and | have also served together on 
the Committee on Ways and Means for 16 
years. 

Though we are from opposite sides of the 
aisle—and we frequently take opposite per- 
Spectives on issues—he is a colleague | ad- 
mire greatly and a friend | will miss. 

One of the many downsides to the in- 
creased partisanship in Congress is that many 
Members do not take the time to develop per- 
sonal relationships across the aisle. JIM has 
never adhered to that philosophy. Maybe 
that's because he started in Congress on the 
staff of a Democratic Member of Congress. 
But | believe it’s because JIM values the array 
of opinions to be had in Congress and is will- 
ing to look at the data and listen to others' 
thoughts before he makes up his mind—not 
necessarily always toeing a straight party line. 

As the Ranking Member on the Committee 
on Ways and Means during this session of 
Congress, JiM and our Chairman CHARLIE 
RANGEL restored civility and respect to the 
proceedings of our Committee—something 
that didn’t exist under the leadership of the 
previous Chairman. 

For JIM, the title “Honorable” is truly rep- 
resentative of him. He’s served his constitu- 
ents and this country well. His leadership and 
service will be missed. | wish JIM and his fam- 
ily all the best. 


APRES 


HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OF DOLORES HUERTA 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
pay tribute to the distinguished public service 
of community organizer Dolores Huerta. She 
has been selected as this year's honoree from 
the Center for Kern Political Education. For 
more than half a century, Dolores has devoted 
her life's work to ensuring economic justice for 
farm workers and their families as well as se- 
curing rights for women. 

Dolores was born on April 10, 1930, in the 
small mining town of Dawson situated in 
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northern New Mexico. She spent much of her 
childhood and young adult years in Stockton, 
graduating from Stockton High School. Dolo- 
res continued her studies at University of 
Pacific's Delta College where she received a 
provisional teaching credential. Soon after, 
she began a career in teaching where Dolores 
became acutely aware of the pressing need to 
address economic injustice. 

During her post in leadership with the Stock- 
ton Community Service Organization (CSO), 
Dolores became christened as an organizer. 
In 1955, she encountered CSO Executive Di- 
rector Cesar E. Chavez who shared in her vi- 
sion of organizing farm workers, distinctively 
separate from the CSO mission. Thereafter, in 
1962, Dolores and Cesar launched the Na- 
tional Farm Workers Association. In 1963, Do- 
lores' lobbying and negotiating skills prevailed 
in securing Aid to Families with Dependent 
Children (AFDC) and disability insurance for 
California farm workers. The Agricultural Labor 
Relations Act of 1975 was also enacted with 
her efforts. 

Dolores wielded her powerful voice as the 
United Farm Worker's spokesperson to gain 
political power for farm workers. She helped in 
the election of many candidates: Robert F. 
Kennedy, President Clinton, Congressman 
Ron Dellums, Governor Jerry Brown, Con- 
gresswoman Hilda Solis, and, most recently, 
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama. Currently, 
Dolores acts as President of the Dolores 
Huerta Foundation which principally serves to 
protect, organize and educate working poor 
immigrants. 

In her honor, 5 elementary schools and a 
high school are named in recognition of Dolo- 
res Huerta. Among the countless prestigious 
awards received include the Eleanor Roo- 
sevelt Human Rights Award from President 
Clinton їп 1998, Creative Citizenship Labor 
Leader Award from Puffin Foundation in 1984, 
Kern County's Woman of the Year by Cali- 
fornia State legislature, and the 100 Most Im- 
portant Women of the 20th Century by Ladies 
Home Journal. Nine honorary doctorates from 
universities throughout the U.S. have also 
been granted. 

Throughout her life, Dolores Huerta has 
proven to be a highly effective community 
leader whose commitment to justice and pub- 
lic service has proven beneficial for farm work- 
ers, working families and women throughout 
the nation. At the age of 78, Dolores' relent- 
less work continues. We thank her for her 
noble service and wish her continued success 
for the future. 


IN HONOR OF DR. CARL KOHRT 


HON. DEBORAH PRYCE 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. PRYCE. Madam Speaker, on behalf of 
the citizens of Ohio, | want to recognize the 
accomplishments of Dr. Carl Kohrt, as he re- 
tires as president and chief executive officer of 
Battelle Memorial Institute. 

Carl assumed the leadership of Battelle in 
2001 after a long career at Kodak. He imme- 
diately put his experience from the private 
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sector into practice at the world's largest non- 
profit independent research and development 
organization. Over the past eight years, 
Battelle has grown substantially in business 
volume and impact. Battelle has won competi- 
tions to manage and operate research and de- 
velopment laboratories for the Department of 
Energy, the Department of Homeland Security, 
and international organizations. 

Battelle has also been selected for many 
projects in support of various national and 
homeland security programs. In fact, within a 
few weeks of Carl’s arrival at Battelle in the 
summer of 2001, he was able to marshal 
Battelle's suite of capabilities to help the 
United States respond to the impact of the 
9/11 attacks. Battelle was later asked by the 
White House to provide staff to help with the 
creation of the Department of Homeland Secu- 
rity. 

Carl Kohrt has also enhanced Battelle’s cor- 
porate role in the City of Columbus and the 
State of Ohio. He developed a strategic part- 
nership with The Ohio State University. 
Battelle has supported many civic enterprises 
on behalf of the State of Ohio, the City of Co- 
lumbus, Franklin County, and other organiza- 
tions, such as COSI. 

The son of schoolteachers, Dr. Kohrt, has 
left a major imprint on Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math (STEM) education in 
Ohio through the Metro School, which is a 
partnership with The Ohio State University and 
the school districts of Franklin County. Battelle 
has also joined with the Bill and Melinda 
Gates Foundation, as well as other edu- 
cational entities in the State of Ohio, to de- 
velop additional schools with a focus on STEM 
education throughout Ohio. Carl’s indelible im- 
print on Ohio will be a signature effort on be- 
half of STEM education. 

The way to judge one’s impact on an orga- 
nization or community is to measure one’s 
personal and corporate accomplishments. 
Through this lens, it is easy to conclude that 
Carl has been an outstanding leader for 
Battelle as an organization and an outstanding 
leader in the Columbus metropolitan area. 
Carl has made a significant difference, and we 
extend to him and his family best wishes and 
good health in his retirement. 


EE 
IN RECOGNITION OF SHERYL 
YOUNG AND COMMUNITY 
GATEPATH 


HON. JACKIE SPEIER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, | would like 
our chamber to recognize a giant in the non- 
profit community, Sheryl Young, Chief Execu- 
tive Officer of Community Gatepath, which 
serves San Mateo, San Francisco and Santa 
Clara Counties. 

Sheryl oversees one of the largest and old- 
est local non-profit organizations in our nation. 
Each year, the organization serves more than 
8,000 children, adults, seniors and their fami- 
lies, as well as the countless professionals 
who support them. For close to 90 years, 
Community Gatepath, with a budget of $11 
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million, has provided programs, support serv- 
ices, education, and information to those most 
vulnerable in our society. Sheryl’s staff of 150 
employees are dedicated to making their 
motto more than just words. These good peo- 
ple have their hearts committed to Turning 
Disabilities into Possibilities. 

Sheryl Young has more than two decades 
of managerial experience and her keen busi- 
ness sense has lifted Community Gatepath to 
new levels. She has an almost unnatural abil- 
ity to build sustainable non-profit programs. 
Sheryl has drawn from the best of non-profit 
and for-profit management styles to craft the 
unique organizational model that works so well 
for Community Gatepath. Sheryl is a gifted ad- 
ministrator who leads by example and is al- 
ways poised to attempt new programs or ex- 
plore new tools to better service the develop- 
mentally disabled community. She is an inspi- 
ration to her staff, board of directors and the 
community leaders who work with her. 

As proof of Sheryl’s standing in our commu- 
nity, “The Sheryl Young Community Impact 
Award” has been established to pay tribute to 
persons, businesses and organizations who 
make an impact in their community by helping 
people with disabilities. 

Sheryl is a graduate of the Stanford Univer- 
sity Graduate School of Business Executive 
Program for Non-Profit Leaders. She also 
earned a Masters of Public Health from the 
University of California at Berkeley, a Masters 
Degree in Special Education from Ball State 
University and a Bachelors Degree in Political 
Science from Purdue University. 

Madam Speaker, | first met Sheryl while she 
worked for San Mateo County and | was a 
County Supervisor. A member of my staff had 
a sister who gave birth to a child with Down 
Syndrome, named Heidi. The new mother was 
grief-stricken because she had been told by 
doctors that she would be unable to raise 
Heidi by herself and should turn her daughter 
over to a residential treatment center. | 
reached out to Sheryl and she did not dis- 
appoint. She called numerous community 
agencies, eventually contacting Poplar Center, 
which was the predecessor to Community 
Gatepath, and asked if there was any other al- 
ternative to giving up the child. Not only was 
the organization able to help Heidi, but they 
nabbed a remarkable volunteer, too. Sheryl 
was so impressed with the program at Poplar 
Center that she stayed involved. Shortly there- 
after, Sheryl’s heart and her head convinced 
her to leave county government and accept an 
offer to lead the Poplar Center. 

By the way, Madam Speaker, | am pleased 
to note that this year, Heidi will graduate from 
high school after having lived with her family 
since she was born. 

Madam Speaker, | have known Sheryl 
Young in many capacities. She has been my 
constituent, my colleague, my boss and, more 
significantly, my dear friend. Sheryl has been 
a loving role model to her daughter, Megan 
Viera, who, with Sheryl’s support, has grad- 
uated from college and is ready to begin a life 
of her own. 

Sheryl is at once kind, fun-loving and in- 
tensely driven. When you work with Sheryl, 
you work hard, but you also enjoy every 
minute of it. 
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Madam Speaker, please join me in thanking 
Sheryl Young for being a tenacious, spirited, 
inspired leader who, no doubt, lifts us all. 


——— Rn 


IN MEMORY OF MARSHALL 
PARKER 


HON. JOE WILSON 


OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, on Saturday, November 15th, South 
Carolina lost a distinguished statesman with 
the death of former State Senator Marshall 
Parker of Oconee County. 

A thoughtful tribute to his courageous serv- 
ice was published November 18, 2008, in The 
State newspaper of Columbia, South Carolina, 
professionally authored by John O’Connor. 

[From The State, Nov. 18, 2008] 
ONE OF FIRST ELECTED DEMOCRATS WHO 
LATER RAN AS A REPUBLICAN DIES 
(By John O’Connor) 

Marshall Parker, who helped blaze a path 
for state Republicans in the 1960s, died at his 
Oconee County home Saturday. He was 86. 

Parker was among the first elected Demo- 
crats to run later as a Republican, twice los- 
ing U.S. Senate contests against Ernest 
“Fritz” Hollings in 1966 and 1968. 

Parker was born in Seaboard, N.C., but was 
first elected to the Seneca City Council and 
Oconee County Board of School Trustees be- 
fore winning a state Senate seat in 1955. 
Parker served a decade in the S.C. House. 

“He taught me about working hard," said 
grandson Burl Williams, who frequently 
mended fences at Parker’s farm. “Не had a 
presence...you could see people looked up to 
him." 

In 1966, Parker decided to become a Repub- 
lican and challenge friend and former col- 
league Hollings for the U.S. Senate seat left 
vacant by Olin Johnston's death. The race 
was decided by several thousand votes, with 
some of Parker's supporters believing he had 
won. 

“Tf that race had gone another few weeks, 
(Parker) might have won it," said Crawford 
Cook, who worked on both Parker's and Hol- 
lings’ campaigns. ‘There were none any 
tougher than that first one." 

Parker believed his role in creating the 
state technical college system was his most 
important accomplishment, friends said. 
Others also credited him as an example for 
those switching to the Republican Party. 

Williams believed that Parker, as a dairy 
farm owner, understood early that the Re- 
publican Party better matched his ideals. 

“There were people who stood up and were 
candidates even though they couldn't win," 
said Crawford Clarkson, a former Parker 
campaign chairman. “Не was a sterling indi- 
vidual; an absolutely incorruptible politi- 
cian." 


— PR — 


URGING THE NEW PRESIDENT TO 
SUPPORT THE BIPARTISAN SAFE 
COMMISSION ACT 


HON. FRANK R. WOLF 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | have never 
been more concerned about the short- and 
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long-term budget shortfalls we face as a Na- 
tion. These issues must be addressed simulta- 
neously in a bipartisan way. 

| share with our colleagues the letter | sent 
today to President-elect Barack Obama, urg- 
ing him to adopt the SAFE Commission proc- 
ess as a way to provide a path toward a safe 
and secure economy for generations—a ren- 
aissance for America. 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
WASHINGTON, DC, NOVEMBER 20, 2008. 
Hon. BARACK OBAMA, 
Office of the President-elect, 
Chicago, IL. 

DEAR PRESIDENT-ELECT OBAMA: As you pre- 
pare to take the oath of office as the 44th 
president of the United States, I want to 
congratulate you on your historic election, 
which has reminded the nation that America 
is indeed а land of boundless opportunity. 

I write today because you face enormous 
challenges of change in building an adminis- 
tration in а time of economic turmoil and fi- 
nancial crisis for the American people. As 
syndicated columnist Robert Samuelson re- 
cently wrote, ‘‘The great project of the next 
president is to improve the economy's sta- 
bility without subverting its vitality.” 

Recent congressional action aimed at shor- 
ing up the nation’s financial system and re- 
storing the flow of credit to help folks keep 
their homes or small businesses, get student 
loans or car loans, and protect the value in 
their retirement accounts I believe addresses 
only a symptom of a far greater financial 
crisis on the horizon. I voted for the finan- 
cial rescue plan because I believed that im- 
mediate action was critical to restore con- 
fidence and stability in the Nation’s finan- 
cial system. I remain deeply concerned, how- 
ever, not only by the debt burden nearing $11 
trillion, but also by the mounting deficit 
spending, predicted to reach $1 trillion this 
fiscal year alone. 

You are inheriting not only a short-term 
deficit and debt problem, but a looming long- 
term crisis former Comptroller General 
David Walker has characterized as ‘‘a finan- 
cial tsunami that could swamp our ship of 
state." Mr. Walker, of course, is referring to 
the current $53 trillion in unfunded obliga- 
tions promised through Medicare, Social Se- 
curity, and other entitlement programs 
which have skyrocketed from about one- 
third of the federal budget in 1965 to nearly 
two-thirds today. As if that amount were not 
difficult enough to comprehend, it is ex- 
pected that when the new total is released in 
mid-December, it is likely to be over $56 tril- 
lion. That means in just a year, spurred by 
soaring health care costs and retiring baby 
boomers, our Nation’s unfunded commit- 
ments have jumped another $3 trillion. It's 
noteworthy that the obligation of Medicare 
alone is 50 times the $700 billion rescue bill. 

I believe both short- and long-term budget 
shortfalls must be addressed simultaneously. 
Yet I fear this daunting task is only part of 
the immense challenges of change our nation 
faces. I also continue to be alarmed that 
America is losing its competitive edge in the 
world economy. Once bustling U.S. cities and 
towns that were home to industrial and man- 
ufacturing bases are shuttered and crum- 
bling. 

On a drive across the old cast iron bridge 
linking downtown Trenton, New Jersey, with 
Morrisville, Pennsylvania, you will read the 
outdated slogan etched in rusted letters, 
“Trenton Makes, the World Takes." There 
was a time when Trenton made the steel 
used for the world’s longest suspension 
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bridges, its cars, and farm tools. But Tren- 
ton, like so many other U.S. centers of do- 
mestic manufacturing, today is a shell of its 
past. The slogan today could be, ‘The World 
Makes and America Takes." 

And it's not only America's competitive 
edge that is dulling. The United States has 
always been the world's innovation leader, 
but we graduate half the number of physi- 
cists that we did in 1956—before Sputnik 
spurred America’s last ‘‘great awakening" in 
Science and engineering. I worry that the Na- 
tional Science Foundation reported that in 
2004 China and India graduated 950,000 engi- 
neers compared to à meager 70,000 in the 
United States, and one-third to a half of 
those we graduate with science and engineer- 
ing degrees are foreign students, and most 
will return to their home countries rather 
than applying their skills in the U.S. I worry 
that U.S. patents are down. I worry that our 
companies are spending more on tort litiga- 
tion than on research and development. 

How will we remain competitive, how will 
we rebuild our manufacturing base, how will 
our children compete in the global market- 
place with the tsunami of mandatory spend- 
ing obligations coming closer to our shores 
and the national debt racing past $10 tril- 
lion? As the rate of mandatory spending 
grows, discretionary spending used to meet 
the needs and challenges of future genera- 
tions shrinks. What will we tell our children 
when we can’t afford to pay for a first-class 
education? Where will we find the money to 
rebuild the nation’s infrastructure and 
transportation systems? What hope do we 
provide for American families touched by 
health care concerns and battling dev- 
astating diseases when we don’t have funds 
for medical research to find cures for cancer, 
Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s, and autism? Not 
only is this unacceptable, I believe it raises 
serious moral questions. Is it right for one 
generation to live very well knowing that its 
debts are being passed on to its children and 
grandchildren? 

Routinely increasing the amount of money 
the government can borrow without taking 
any action to stem the country’s growing 
debt has been standard operating procedure 
in Congress. But the storm warning signs 
have been posted. Standard and Poor’s In- 
vestment Service has projected that the U.S. 
could lose its triple-A bond rating as early as 
2012, while Moody’s delays its projection to 
2018. It’s hard to believe that the United 
States of America could be such a poor in- 
vestment risk that it is poised to lose its 
gold standard rating. 

As our nation’s financial outlook erodes, 
we also are mortgaging the economic oppor- 
tunity of future generations to countries 
like China and Saudi Arabia, two of the larg- 
est holders of U.S. debt. You may have seen 
The Washington Post report earlier this 
week that China now owns nearly $1 out of 
every $10 in U.S. public debt. Are we willing 
to allow China—a country that persecutes 
its own people because of their faith—or 
Saudi Arabia—which breeds the kind of rad- 
ical ideology that led to the terrorist at- 
tacks on our country—to own what genera- 
tions of Americans have worked so hard to 
build for their children and grandchildren? 
This is the same China linked to cybersecu- 
rity attacks on the computer systems in con- 
gressional offices and committees, in federal 
agencies and even at the White House. 

How do we respond to these challenges of 
change? Where do we start? I bring to your 
attention one plan already in place. It has 
attracted the support of 111 bipartisan mem- 
bers of the House of Representatives and 


24419 


newspapers and think tanks across the polit- 
ical spectrum. I believe it is an idea upon 
which you can build with bold, courageous 
and bipartisan leadership. 


Democrat Rep. Jim Cooper of Tennessee 
and I have teamed to offer legislation to cre- 
ate a national bipartisan commission to re- 
view the totality of our nation’s financial fu- 
ture—entitlement spending, other federal 
spending and tax policy. This proposal differs 
significantly from other blue ribbon-type 
panels, however, because it has teeth and 
mandates action, similar to the base closing 
commission. After spending several months 
holding town hall meetings across the coun- 
try, gathering comments and explaining the 
depths of America’s current unsustainable fi- 
nancial problems, the commission will re- 
port back to Congress. The legislation re- 
quires Congress to vote up or down on the 
commission’s recommended plan of action. 
The proposal is called the SAFE Commis- 
sion—Securing America’s Future Economy— 
and a companion effort has gained traction 
in the Senate. 


While we have been encouraged with the 
support generated by the SAFE proposal, I 
have been disappointed that Congress con- 
tinues to languish in the political divide 
while the financial tsunami edges closer. In 
1968 songwriter Paul Simon wrote ‘‘The 
Boxer." You may recall its refrain: “Мап 
hears what he wants to hear and disregards 
the rest." That could describe Congress's re- 
action, or lack thereof, to the financial crisis 
staring America square in the face. The 
American people deserve to know the truth, 
not just what we think they want to hear. 


Your former colleague Senate Budget 
Chairman Kent Conrad, sponsor of the SAFE 
Commission idea in the Senate, said that he 
supported your candidacy because you are 
“somebody that reaches out to bring people 
together to get results," noting that ‘‘no- 
body is more responsible for that than the 
president of the United States. It starts at 
the top." 


America is facing extraordinary challenges 
that call for extraordinary action. I worry 
about the future for my five children and 13 
grandchildren and your two young children 
if we do not act now to make certain that 
America continues to be a land of boundless 
opportunity. I believe the SAFE concept can 
provide the outline of à plan that you as 
president could embrace in the 111th Con- 
gress which convenes in January. Enactment 
of the legislation setting up the commission 
during the first session next year would en- 
Sure à vote on the commission's rec- 
ommendations during the second session in 
2010. Your active support of the SAFE Com- 
mission effort in Congress would signal the 
critical immediacy of attacking this problem 
head on in the only way I believe it will be 
solved—by working together in a bipartisan 
way. 


America is yearning for bipartisanship. 
With your leadership in reaching across the 
aisle of Congress to bring people together, I 
believe we can start down the path that will 
lead to a renaissance in America and ensure 
that the essential goodness of the United 
States endures. 


I would be pleased to speak with you about 
the SAFE Commission plan, and I wish you 
Godspeed as you begin your presidency. 

Sincerely, 
FRANK R. WOLF, 
Member of Congress. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. DAVID DAVIS 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican leader- 
ship standards on earmarks, | am submitting 
the following information for publication in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks 1 
received as part of H.R. 2638, the "Consoli- 
dated Security, Disaster Assistance, and Con- 
tinuing Appropriations Act of 2008." 

The following project | requested was in- 
cluded in the legislation considered on the 
floor of the House: 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 

Account: Research Development Defense 
Wide, Industrial Preparedness. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Seaman 
Corporation. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 1000 Venture 
Boulevard, Wooster, OH 44691. 

Description of Request: | received an ear- 
mark in the amount of $1,600,000 to continue 
a research and development project to de- 
velop a more reliable collapsible storage tank 
that will be utilized by our military for fuel and 
water distribution. Research and development 
will occur in Seaman facilities in Ohio and in 
Bristol, TN. 

In recent years, the tanks being used by our 
military have consistently underperformed, and 
the Defense Logistics Agency is working with 
Seaman to develop fabrication technologies 
that will improve the performance capabilities 
of the tanks being produced. The money ap- 
propriated for this project will be utilized by: 
(1) identifying the manufacturing processes to 
ensure long-term performance that meets and/ 
or exceeds current military application require- 
ments, (2) establishing quality assurance pro- 
cedures to ensure extended life performance 
dependability, and (3) providing field validation 
testing. 


E E 


IN RECOGNITION OF JEFFERSON 
UNION HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 
TRUSTEE JEAN BRINK 


HON. JACKIE SPEIER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, an era is 
coming to an end in the Jefferson Union High 
School District. Jean Brink, first elected in 
1988, is retiring as a Trustee after 20 years of 
productive and selfless service. 

Like so many in public service, Jean first got 
involved as an active and concerned parent. 
Her two children, Adam and Laura, attended 
the District's Oceana High School, where Jean 
quickly became as well-known as her son and 
daughter. 

In five straight elections, the voters of the 
Jefferson Union High School District returned 
Jean to office, relying on her level head, pas- 
sionate commitment to education and keen 
understanding of the School District's greater 
role in the community. 
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Madam Speaker, Jean is the kind of public 
servant that we could all take a lesson from. 
While overseeing the modernization of district 
schools and facilities and working for the pas- 
sage of two bond measures, Jean remained 
vigilant against waste and abuse and always 
kept a watchful eye on the taxpayers' hard- 
earned money. 

Jean Brink earned the title "Trustee" be- 
cause "trust" is what Jean is all about. As a 
board member, she guided the District through 
difficult economic times while always making 
sure that the needs of students were foremost 
on the minds of administrators. While com- 
mitted to the basics, she understood that high 
School is one of the last times that many stu- 
dents have a chance to participate in artistic 
endeavors. She has been a strong supporter 
of art, music and drama programs, not just by 
providing financial and administrative support, 
but by attending nearly every band concert, 
School play and art show produced in the dis- 
trict for the last 20 years. Madam Speaker, a 
generation of students benefitted from Jean 
Brink's service. We will miss her, but she has 
certainly earned her retirement. Jean can now 
spend more time on her other interests, in- 
cluding swimming and volunteering for such 
worthwhile projects as the Oceana Natato- 
rium's ceramic mural and the Pacifica School 
Volunteers. 

We all know how much time public office 
takes away from one's family. | want to thank 
Jean's supportive husband, John Brink for 
loaning his talented and remarkable wife to 
the community. Son and daughter-in-law John 
and Kristin Brink and daughter and son-in-law 
Laura and Doug Ritenour will, no doubt, love 
having more time with Jean, but | have a feel- 
ing the person who will benefit most from 
Jean's newfound free time is her precious and 
adorable granddaughter, Serena Ritenour. 


HONORING JUNE W. BUTTERFIELD 
HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 


OF WEST VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor June W. Butterfield, who is the recipi- 
ent of the 2008 Experience Works Prime Time 
Award for Outstanding Older Workers. 

Experience Works strives to improve the 
lives of older people through employment and 
community service. 2008 marks the eleventh 
year Experience Works is leading this na- 
tional, yearlong initiative that recognizes re- 
markable individuals 65 and older who con- 
tinue to make valuable contributions in the 
workplace. 

This year's recipient from the state of West 
Virginia is June W. Butterfield, an office man- 
ager for the West Virginia Board of Risk and 
Insurance Management in Charleston. Work- 
ing since she was 18, June started in the pri- 
vate sector but has been a government em- 
ployee in one form or another for the past 38 
years. The constant challenges and opportuni- 
ties to become more efficient are what keep 
June so motivated. Her co-workers recognize 
this effort and praise her positive attitude in 
the office. A former competitive runner, June 


November 20, 2008 


is a big advocate of staying healthy and en- 
courages her colleagues to stay fit. She en- 
courages all older people to keep working, 
saying "it keeps you young." 

It is an honor to represent this outstanding 
woman who serves as a strong leader and ex- 
cellent role model for older women in her com- 
munity. Congratulations to June W. Butterfield 
as the recipient of the 2008 Experience Works 
Prime Time Award for Outstanding Older 
Workers. 


EE 


HONORING THE LIFE OF DARWIN 
WIEKAMP OF MISHAWAKA, INDI- 
ANA 


HON. JOE DONNELLY 


OF INDIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. DONNELLY. Madam Speaker, today | 
rise to honor the life of Darwin Wiekamp, a 
hard-working businessman and lifelong com- 
munity philanthropist. Mr. Wiekamp died at his 
home in Mishawaka, Indiana on the morning 
of November 13, 2008 at the age of 94. 

In 1936, 22-year old Wiekamp married his 
wife of 72 years, Dorothy. His business career 
as an area banker began a few years later in 
1945, when he and a friend founded the Own- 
ers Discount Corporation in Elkhart, Indiana 
with a vision to serve customers who were ig- 
nored by other banks. Their corporation spe- 
cialized in small loans for cars and new busi- 
nesses. 

For the next several years, Wiekamp imple- 
mented aggressive lending programs to his 
less fortunate community members, and in 
1966 Owners Discount purchased West End 
State Bank of Mishawaka. Wiekamp’s bank 
continued to grow enormously, changing 
names several times, until it finally became 
National City Bank. By the time Wiekamp re- 
tired, his initial $64,000 capital had turned into 
a financial corporation that today is worth hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars. His ceaseless hard 
work, willingness to take risks, and dedication 
to serving his community are qualities that 
every businessman should strive to emulate. 

As a philanthropist in our community, 
Wiekamp led campaigns to raise money for 
public television, St. Joseph Hospital, and the 
South Bend Center for the Homeless. His fi- 
nancial generosity also helped support 
healthcare and the arts in the form of the 
Schwartz-Weikamp Clinic in Mishawaka and 
an auditorium at the Center for History. With 
the help of nine other community business- 
men, Wiekamp also organized and founded 
Mishawaka Futures Industrial Park, which 
today is home to twenty small businesses and 
hundreds of jobs. 

Friends and fellow businessmen remember 
Wiekamp as “enormously generous in the 
community,” “a great guy with a good sense 
of humor,” and a “tough competitor and good 
golfer.” But what Wiekamp will be most re- 
membered for is his commitment to edu- 
cational causes and community development. 
He and Dorothy helped fund Wiekamp Hall at 
Indiana University South Bend, the primary 
classroom building on campus, housing five 
computer labs, a language lab, sixteen class- 
rooms, faculty and administrative offices, and 
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a 150-seat lecture hall. They also helped fi- 
nance the IUSB art gallery and more than thir- 
ty scholarships for students at the school. 
Their most recent contribution totaled $1.3 mil- 
lion toward the Wiekamp Athletic Facility at 
Bethel College. 

Throughout his life, Wiekamp received many 
distinguished awards to recognize his accom- 
plishments. These included the Individual Phi- 
lanthropist Award from the Michiana Chapter 
of Associations of Fundraising and the Her- 
man B. Wells Visionary Award from Indiana 
University and the Indiana University Founda- 
tion, both of which honor people for their pro- 
fessional accomplishments and service to hu- 
manity. He and his wife also received Indiana 
University South Bend's Chancellor's Medal in 
2005. Wiekamp served on the boards of the 
Century Center Foundation, Center for the 
Homeless, Project Future, the Community 
Foundation of St. Joseph County, the 
Mishawaka Division of the Salvation Army, St. 
Mary's College, and the IUSB advisory. He 
also served as president of the South Bend- 
Mishawaka Area Chamber of Commerce. 

So, today | rise to pay tribute to Dar 
Wiekamp for his innumerable contributions to 
our communitys development. His апа 
Dorothy's generosity is admirable and they will 
serve as models of lives well-lived. 


——— Qa 


CONGRATULATING JEFF FUNI- 
CELLO FOR HIS PERFORMANCE 
ІЧ THE WORLD WRESTLING 
GAMES 


HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Mr. Jeff Funicello for his 
performance in the World Wrestling Games in 
Tirana, Albania. While representing his country 
and the State of Arizona, Jeff was able to se- 
cure a bronze medal in both grappling and 
beach wrestling in the 92KG division. The 
World Wrestling Games are highly revered 
throughout the competitive wrestling world and 
Jeff's victories signify an outstanding achieve- 
ment. 

| would also like to commend Jeff on the 
service he offers to the community by teaching 
mixed martial arts classes which promote dis- 
cipline and self confidence, but more impor- 
tantly teach students proper self defense tech- 
niques. Jeff founded American Pankration in 
1990, a mixed martial arts team which trains 
and competes at Arizona State University. Jeff 
shows great dedication to his students and is 
committed to offering them the highest level of 
attention and instruction on and off the mats. 

Jeff is a former Arizona State University Sun 
Devil and was on the varsity wrestling team 
from 1992 through 1994. Jeffs credentials 
also include being a three time Olympic alter- 
nate as well as having competed throughout 
the world with great success in a number of 
different disciplines of wrestling, submissions, 
and kickboxing. Jeffs skills as a training part- 
ner and coach have often been tapped to train 
with a who’s who list of Olympic, Ultimate 
Fighting Championship, and Pride FC Cham- 
pionship champions. 
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Mr. Funicello should be proud of his accom- 
plishments. Again, | say congratulations on 
your achievements in the World Wrestling 
Games and commend you for a job well done. 


HONORING JUSTIN ALAN GROTE 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Justin Alan Grote of Kan- 
sas City, Missouri. Justin is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1271, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Justin has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Justin has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Justin Alan Grote for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. SCOTT GARRETT 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Madam 
Speaker, pursuant to the Republican leader- 
ship standards on earmarks, | am submitting 
the following information for publication in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks | 
received as part of H.R. 2638, the 2009 De- 
fense Appropriation Bill: 

7. Project Name—Advanced Fluid Controls 
for Shipboard Applications. 

Requesting Member—ScorTtT GARRETT. 

Bill Number—Amendment to H.R. 2638 
(FY09 Defense Appropriations Bill). 

Account—Department of Defense Appro- 
priations, RDT&E, Navy, Line #35, Shipboard 
System Component Development Account, 
PE#0603513N. 

Requesting Entity—Marotta Controls, 78 
Boonton Ave, PO Box 427, Montville, NJ 
07045. 

Description of the Project—Funds will be 
used to complete the development of ship- 
board fluid controls using the latest in material 
technologies—including composites and ce- 
ramics—to reduce weight, life-cycle costs, and 
increase fuel efficiency. 

Description of the 
($2,500,000). 

Program Management: $50,000. 

Engineering Labor Mechanical: $100,000. 

Electrical: $100,000. 

Assembly Labor: $425,000. 

Machine Shop Labor: $550,000. 

Material: $700,000. 

Testing: $575,000. 


Spending Plan— 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. JAMES T. WALSH 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WALSH of New York. Madam Speaker, 
consistent with Republican transparency 
standards, the following is a disclosure for 
each of my requested projects in H.R. 2638, 
the FY 2009 Consolidated Security, Disaster 
Assistance and Continuing Appropriations Act 
Homeland Security. 

Requesting Member: Rep: JAMES T. WALSH. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 

Account: Homeland Security NPPD Infra- 
structure Protection and Information Security. 

Legal Name of Representing Entity: Man- 
hole Barrier Security Systems, Inc. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 400 Garden 
City Plaza, Suite 204, Garden City, NY 11530. 

Description of Request: (1) Include $3 mil- 
lion for critical underground infrastructure in 
major urban areas. This funding would be uti- 
lized to complete an inventory of critical under- 
ground infrastructure in urban areas; identify 
the access points to the identified critical un- 
derground infrastructure; and, demonstrate 
low-cost, self-contained technologies that can 
deter unauthorized access while allowing au- 
thorized access to critical underground infra- 
structure. 


TRIBUTE TO MRS. GLORIA COOPER 


HON. FRED UPTON 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to recognize Mrs. Gloria Cooper of Niles, 
Michigan for over two decades of broadcasting 
excellence. 

For nearly a quarter century, we in south- 
west Michigan welcomed Gloria into our 
homes as the hostess of the popular "Here's 
Gloria" and "Gloria's Place" radio programs 
on WNIL-AM 1290. Since she first hit the air- 
waves in 1966, Gloria's in-depth interviews 
and community focus through the years 
earned her the reputation as the "Voice of 
Niles." 

In 2006, Gloria took her show to the Web 
where she has continued to educate and en- 
tertain her faithful listeners. On November 24, 
Gloria will record her final interview, marking 
the end of an era. We will all miss Gloria's 
voice over the airwaves and Internet. She is a 
treasure of our community, and | will miss 
being "grilled" by my friend on the pressing 
issues of the day. 

Once again, | would like to congratulate and 
express my gratitude to Gloria Cooper for her 
many years of distinguished service to the 
residents of Berrien County. | wish Gloria and 
her husband Richard all the best. May God 
continue to bless the entire Cooper family. 
Gloria's gift of communication has enriched us 
all. 
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THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
NIELSEN BUILDERS 


HON. BOB GOODLATTE 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, it was 
100 years ago in 1908 that Joseph Nielsen 
and his successors began their work compli- 
menting Virginia's majestic landscape with 
quality buildings in which to worship, learn, 
complete commerce and live. 

The history of Nielsen Construction rep- 
resents the very fabric of America. Mr. Joseph 
Nielsen immigrated to the United States at the 
beginning of the twentieth century; a time of 
tremendous growth апа innovation. That 
young immigrant dedicated himself to hard 
work and perseverance. The qualities identi- 
fied as uniquely American in the golden age of 
industry and expansion and his vision brought 
him to the growing, but still largely rural, west- 
ern part of Virginia. 

The next phase of Nielsen's success came 
through the acquisition of the existing W.M. 
Bucher & Son, a prominent builder in the 
Shenandoah Valley. This intertwined the fu- 
tures of a young immigrant and his dream and 
the growth and development of the Shen- 
andoah Valley. 

Today, Nielsen Builders represents the best 
of American industry. It represents the highest 
quality in design and build construction. It pro- 
vides the structure and security to thousands 
of church goers, students, businesses and 
families through its homes, churches, schools 
and businesses. 

| wish Nielsen Builders success as it em- 
barks on opening its second century of busi- 
ness and continuing the legacy of commit- 
ment, excellence and tradition. 

| extend a hearty congratulations to the 
management and employees of Nielsen Build- 
ers of Harrisonburg, Virginia as they celebrate 
this tremendous milestone. 
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HONORING CAMERON AUSTIN 
LEEDS 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Cameron Austin Leeds of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Cameron is a very spe- 
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1155, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Cameron has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Cameron has been in- 
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Cameron Austin Leeds for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


HONORING HENRY CHANG, JR. 
HON. BARBARA LEE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. LEE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor the extraordinary life and contributions 
of Henry Chang, Jr. An energetic public serv- 
ant and advocate in the Greater Bay Area, 
Henry will retire this year from his elected po- 
sition on the Oakland City Council. 

Mr. Chang has tirelessly served the commu- 
nity of Oakland, California аз а 
councilmember-at-large for 14 years, serving 
as the city’s vice mayor for 4 terms. Mr. 
Chang is sincerely committed to his commu- 
nity, and has employed his diverse life experi- 
ences and studies to improving the quality of 
life for his constituents and to adding greatly 
to the collective efforts of policy-makers, stake 
holders, and public advocates in my district. 

Henry was born on December 17, 1934 in 
Shantou, Guangdong Province, China. During 
the Japanese invasion of Shantou City, Henry 
and his siblings were separated from their par- 
ents for 4 years. In 1950 he moved to Sydney, 
Australia to study at Knox College. At that 
time, Mr. Chang was one of only two foreign 
students at his college. In 1952, Henry again 
made a bold move to further his education 
and opportunities, traveling to the United 
States in the hopes of attending the pres- 
tigious University of California, Berkeley. 

In 1960, while attending UC Berkeley, Mr. 
Chang met and married Constance Poon. He 
graduated in 1961 from the School of Environ- 
mental Design at Berkeley. Mr. Chang worked 
for both the Novelli Engineering Company in 
Downtown Oakland and the Hugh M. O'Neil 
Company as an architect before founding his 
own architectural practice, Henry Chang, Jr. 
and Associates, Incorporated in 1971. Mr. 
Chang established his firm in the heart of 
Oakland's Chinatown District and immediately 
began using his skills to contribute to the vi- 
brant business community and innovative 
urban planning needs of that area. 

During this time, Mr. Chang began a long 
and impressive career of service. He has 
served in countless capacities on local and re- 
gional commissions and boards including 
founding member of the Oakland Chinatown 
Chamber of Commerce, several State and city 
anti-crime commissions, the Oakland Cultural 
Art Committee, the Lincoln Square Advisory 
Council, the Oakland Chinese Businessmen 
Association, serving as that board's president 
for 2 terms, the Oakland Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Oakland Port Commission, the S.F. 
Bay Conservation and Development Commis- 
sion, the Oakland Community Development 
Commission, and the Oakland City Planning 
Commission. He was also a founding member 
of the Friends of Parks and Recreation Board. 
So great were Mr. Chang's contributions to 
Oakland, the city named September 27, 1990 
"Henry Chang, Jr. Appreciation Day." In more 
recent years, Mr. Chang has served on the 
executive board of the Association of Bay 
Area Governments, the Alameda and Oakland 
Base Re-Use Commissions, the Alameda 
County Transportation Authority, and the A.C. 
Transit Major Investment Steering Committee. 
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On December 6, 1994 Mr. Chang was elect- 
ed to the councilmember-at-large seat he has 
been continuously reelected to until his retire- 
ment this year. As a councilmember-at-large, 
Mr. Chang has sponsored important city legis- 
lation and has always been proactive in bring- 
ing stakeholders, community leaders, and resi- 
dents of our area together to work on the 
complex issues facing the diverse and dy- 
namic city of Oakland and its neighboring cit- 
ies in Alameda County. 

Just one example of Mr. Chang's tireless 
advocacy and thorough approach to policy 
making is his comprehensive legislation ad- 
dressing the serious issue of gun control. 
Henry has authored bills to ban junk guns and 
ultra compact guns from being sold in Oakland 
as well as legislation requiring trigger locks on 
all guns sold. He also sponsored a tax on 
guns and ammunition sold in Oakland to offset 
the high cost of violence caused by guns. 
These laws became regional models for urban 
safety and firearms regulation. While on the 
city council Mr. Chang also initiated the City 
Management Academy which trains neighbor- 
hood activists so that they can better under- 
stand how the city works and established the 
Citizens’ Assistance Center to help residents 
get the assistance they need from their city of- 
ficials and agencies. 

Perhaps most memorable of Mr. Chang’s 
achievements as a councilmember-at-large is 
his work to bring giant pandas to the city of 
Oakland on loan from the China Zoological 
Garden of the Ministry of Construction and to 
build a state-of-the-art facility for their care 
while in the United States. | have had the 
privilege to travel with Henry to China and 
Cuba. He has a deep sense of respect for 
people throughout the world and uses his dip- 
lomatic skills to bring good will to our Nation. 
| am proud to call Henry my colleague and my 
friend. 

On behalf of California's 9th Congressional 
district, | would like to salute the honorable 
Henry Chang, Jr. on the occasion of his retire- 
ment from public office. It is clear that his 
dedication, innovation and involvement in the 
accomplishments of the city of Oakland will 
not end here. | wish him all the greatest happi- 
ness in his retirement years and thank him for 
a lifetime of service to our community. 


—— 


RECOGNIZING DUSTIN PEDROIA OF 
WOODLAND, CALIFORNIA 


HON. MIKE THOMPSON 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. THOMPSON of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to Dustin 
Pedroia, who is being honored as the Amer- 
ican League's Most Valuable Player for 2008, 
the first second baseman to receive this award 
since 1959. 

From a young age, Mr. Pedroia has shown 
a passion for baseball. Although, at 5'9", he 
has never been the largest player on the field, 
he has shown time and again that he more 
than makes up for it by playing with his whole 
heart. After graduating from Woodland High 
School in 2001 he was recruited by Arizona 
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State University to play for the Sun Devils. 
While at ASU he quickly made an impression 
on his teammates as well as his coaches and 
went on to be named a 3-time first-team all- 
Pac-10 selection, the 2003 Pac-10 co-player 
of the year and the 2003 National defensive 
player of the year. He never missed a game 
at ASU, all while batting an impressive .384. 

Mr. Pedroia debuted in the major leagues in 
August of 2006 with the Boston Red Sox, be- 
coming the first member of Boston's 2004 
draft class to reach the majors. In 2007 he re- 
corded one of the finest rookie seasons ever 
for a Red Sox player, breaking a 93-year-old 
major league record for the highest batting av- 
erage by a rookie second baseman and also 
winning the Jackie Robinson Award for Amer- 
ican League rookie of the year. He was also 
able to cap off this impressive start with a 
World Series ring by helping the Red Sox 
achieve a 4—0 sweep over the Colorado Rock- 
ies to win the championship. 

This year, Mr. Pedroia has surpassed his 
performance last season by leading the Amer- 
ican League in hits, runs, and doubles while 
also batting in 83 runs and hitting 17 home 
runs in his own right. He has now become the 
third player in the history of Major League 
Baseball to win the rookie of the year award 
and the most valuable player award in con- 
Secutive seasons, as well as winning the gold- 
en glove award for best fielding performance 
at second base. 

Madam Speaker, it is appropriate at this 
time that we honor this fine athlete. His record 
of accomplishments is a testament to his tal- 
ent, perseverance and character, as well as 
an indication of a promising career that is just 
beginning. | join the entire community in con- 
gratulating him for these achievements and 
wishing him and his family all the best in years 
to come. 


oe 


TRIBUTE TO SAMUEL E. LANZA 
AND ELVA M. POUNDERS 


HON. TIM RYAN 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in recognition of Mr. Samuel E. Lanza of 
Warren, Ohio and Ms. Elva M. Pounders of 
Akron, Ohio. In recognition of their honorable 
service to our nation and selfless dedication to 
their communities, Mr. Lanza and Ms. 
Pounders have been inducted into the Ohio 
Veterans Hall of Fame as members of the 
Class of 2008. 

The Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame was found- 
ed in 1992 in an effort to honor and to raise 
awareness of the outstanding military service 
and post-military accomplishments of Ohio 
veterans. Each year, an executive committee 
reviews scores of applications received from 
across the Nation and recommends 20 induct- 
ees to the Governor. These inductees rep- 
resent each branch of the military and have 
served in armed conflicts spanning from World 
War 1 to Operations Desert Storm and Desert 
Shield. Since its inception, the OVHOF has in- 
ducted nearly 900 veterans who, like Mr. 
Lanza and Ms. Pounders, have demonstrated 
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a lifelong devotion to country and to commu- 
nity. 

Mr. Samuel Lanza served in the United 
States Marine Corps in World War II and, after 
his discharge, continued his civil service by 
advocating and assisting his fellow veterans. 
He joined the Disabled American Veterans in 
1948 and eventually served in every elected 
position at the DAV including State Com- 
mander. Mr. Lanza is a Life Member of the 
Military Order of the Purple Heart, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, Marine Corps League, and the 
American Legion. Additionally, Mr. Lanza par- 
ticipates as a member of the National Associa- 
tion for Uniformed Services and the past 
President of the National Active and Retired 
Federal Employees Association. For more 
than 45 years, Mr. Lanza has taken an active 
role in Memorial Day parades and decorated 
the graves of deceased veterans. For more 
than 27 years, he has transported his fellow 
veterans to VA hospitals and other medical 
appointments. In 1997, Mr. Lanza was ap- 
pointed to the Trumbull County Veterans Serv- 
ice Commission. 

Ms. Elva Pounders served in the United 
States Marine Corps during the Vietnam Era. 
Upon her retirement from the Corps after 20 
years of active duty which she achieved Ma- 
rine first sergeant rank, Elva made a commit- 
ment to assisting the veterans of her commu- 
nity. Concerned with veterans’ healthcare, Ms. 
Pounders worked part-time at a pharmacy and 
delivered medicine and supplies to shut-in vet- 
erans. She volunteered in VA clinics and med- 
ical facilities in Akron and Brecksville, and in 
2006, the Brecksville VA Medical Center 
awarded Ms. Pounders the 500 Hour Award. 
Ms. Pounders is a Life Member of the Marine 
Corps League, American Legion, North Coast 
WAVES 21, and the Retired Enlisted Associa- 
tion and the Fleet Reserve Association. She is 
the vice chairwoman of the Governors Advi- 
sory Committee on Women Veterans and she 
has served as a committee member with Sum- 
mit County Stand Down for Homeless Vet- 
erans. 

Ms. Pounders serves as the Vice Chair- 
person for the Ohio Department of Veterans 
Services Advisory Committee on Women Vet- 
erans. In 2007, in acknowledgement of her ex- 
ceptional commitment to local veterans, the 
Summit County Veterans Service Commission 
recognized Ms. Pounders as “Summit County 
Veteran of the Year.” 

| would like to commend Mr. Lanza and Ms. 
Pounders for their extraordinary service and 
commitment, both in the military and in their 
communities. 


ES 


HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
JAMIE CATLIN PRAYTOR 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, the city of 
Mobile and the State of Alabama recently lost 
a dear friend, and | rise today to honor Jamie 
Catlin Praytor and pay tribute to her memory. 

A realtor for four decades, Jamie was 
known to many throughout southwest Ala- 
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bama as the founder and president of Praytor 
Realty; however, it was her longtime work with 
area charities and civic groups that gave her 
such a special place in so many of our hearts. 

Jamie served as chairwoman of the Home- 
less Coalition Task Force, and she was in- 
volved with the Salvation Army and in fund- 
raising for the American Diabetes Association. 
She also served on numerous boards includ- 
ing: Forward Mobile, Art Patrons League, Al- 
lied Arts Council, Mobile Area Chamber of 
Commerce, Mobile United, Alabama School of 
Math and Science, Junior Achievement, USA 
Small Business Development Center, Mobile 
2000, March of Dimes, American Cancer Soci- 
ety, Florence Crittendon Home, and Mobile 
Sunrise Rotary Club. Jamie was instrumental 
in helping to establish McKemie Place, a shel- 
ter for homeless women and children. 

Named Realtor of the Year in 1981, Jamie 
was an institution among Alabama realtors. In 
1974, she opened Praytor Realty with an all- 
female sales staff, which was unique at the 
time. Labeled "Praytors Pretties" by The Bir- 
mingham News, Jamie and her team quickly 
built a highly successful and respected com- 
pany. Jamie gave much of her time to the re- 
altor community as well. She was elected 
president of the local Board of Realtors and 
became president of the state association in 
1992. This year, the Mobile Association of Re- 
altors established the Jamie C. Praytor Hu- 
manitarian Award, honoring her service. In 
2001, Jamie was chosen First Lady of Mobile. 

A native and lifelong resident of Mobile, 
Jamie was a member of All Saint’s Episcopal 
Church. She had served as stewardship chair- 
woman, vestry member, Altar Guild group 
leader and president of the women of the 
church. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering a dedicated community 
leader and friend to many throughout south 
Alabama. Preceded in death by her beloved 
husband Tommy, Jamie Catlin Praytor will be 
dearly missed by her family—her daughter, 
Ellen Praytor Wingard; her sons, Hugh Thom- 
as Praytor 11 and Wilson Wrath Praytor; four 
grandchildren, Hayley Catlin Praytor, Hugh 
Thomas Praytor IV, Charles Lee Wingard Jr. 
and Blake Dixon Wingard; her sisters, Anita 
Catlin Miller and Martha Catlin Willcox; her 
brothers, Paul W. Catlin, James G. Catlin, and 
Charles P. Catlin—as well as the countless 
friends she leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
during this difficult time. 


EE 


HONORING BRANDON JAMES 
O’BRIEN 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Brandon James O’Brien of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Brandon is a very spe- 
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1261, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 
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Brandon has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Brandon has been in- 
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brandon James O’Brien 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


HONORING A TRUE SURVIVOR 


HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR. 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. CONYERS. Madam Speaker, many 
people, trapped in a cycle of despair, feel that 
there is no way out of homelessness, addic- 
tion, or prostitution. Exploitative pimps, cal- 
lously indifferent law enforcement, and a lack 
of social services combine to make it almost 
impossible for some to escape the streets. 
Norma Hotaling not only successfully left that 
life, but has devoted herself to leading the 
fight to help those who remain behind. 

Ms. Hotaling founded the organization Stand 
Against Global Exploitation (SAGE). SAGE is 
devoted to helping women and men who have 
suffered rape, sexual assault, molestation or 
violence in the difficult transition from victim to 
Survivor. As her organization has said, "Norma 
[is] determined to make it easier for other 
women, men and youth who wanted to leave 
the sex trade and addiction behind, and find 
their way from the harsh effects of sexual ex- 
ploitation to restored wellness, confidence, vo- 
cation, and overall wholeness." 

Through peer counselling—often by sur- 
vivors—SAGE not only provides psychological 
and social services to prostitutes and those 
exiting prostitution, but also empowers the 
women once they have left the streets. Ms. 
Hotaling's efforts show that therapy should not 
be thought of as a luxury for the wealthy: ev- 
eryone should be able to get psychological 
services. 

Norma Hotaling is a trailblazer. She encour- 
ages psychologists around the countries to 
work with their local law enforcement offices to 
help women and children exploited by prostitu- 
tion. She founded San Francisco's internation- 
ally recognized "john school’ in which ar- 
rested clients confront the reality of prostitu- 
tion. Her outreach programs in jails and on the 
street raise awareness among at-risk popu- 
lations about how commercial sexual exploi- 
tation can lead to addiction and post-traumatic 
stress disorder. 

Sadly, Ms. Hotaling is now in an even grav- 
er fight—the fight against cancer. We wish her 
comfort, and all the best. She is supported in 
her fight by thousands of people whose lives 
she has touched. Norma Hotaling's life is an 
inspiration, and her example will continue to 
inform our own fight against modern slavery 
and exploitation. 
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NICK LAMPSON DELIVERS HIS 
FAREWELL ADDRESS 


HON. NICK LAMPSON 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. LAMPSON. Madam Speaker, it has 
been an honor to serve with you these past 2 
years in the 110th Congress. It's been an 
honor to serve the 22d Congressional District 
of Texas. 

l'm grateful for the assistance | received 
from my friends in the leadership: Speaker 
PELOSI, Leader HOYER, Mr. CLYBURN, Chair- 
man VAN HOLLEN and the man who convinced 
me to run again in 2006, my friend, RAHM 
EMANUEL. 

I'm grateful for the work of my fellow Blue 
Dogs; those who helped me fight for NASA, 
rebuild after Hurricane Ike, protect our chil- 
dren, and restore civility and esteem to Con- 
gress. 

Hopefully before | leave today | will be able 
to thank each of you individually but while ! 
have the opportunity l'd like to express my 
gratitude for everything you all have done. 

To my family who | love very much, thank 
you for standing by me, thank you for sacri- 
ficing, and thank you for supporting me; you 
gave me strength to serve and helped carry 
me through the good times and the bad. My 
daughters Stephanie Lampson Gertz and Hil- 
lary Lampson Shanning, and their husbands 
Ryan and Mark. My beautiful grandchildren 
who bring me so much pride and joy: Nich- 
olas, Joseph, Olivia, Caroline, and Julianna, 
who will be born any day. 

And especially my wife of 37 years, Susan, 
who has loved me and sacrificed for her coun- 
try by allowing me to spend weeks and 
months away from home to serve. She is a 
talented teacher, a loving mother, a strong 
Wife, and a tender grandmother. | am blessed 
to have her love and support. 

Finally, Ра like to thank my staff who worked 
long days and long nights, weekdays and 
weekends, and literally did the impossible. 
Carl Beard, John Boerstler, Carrie Chess, Dan 
Easley, Erin Fyffe, Rick Guerrero, Kathy 
Guillory, Georgia Leigh Hearn, Jon Heins, Su- 
zanne Jordan, Trevor  Kincaid, Chris 
Matthiesen, Alastair Rami, Tony Samp, Abby 
Shannon, Mini Timmaraju, Brittani Williams, 
Nicholas Williams, and Adeel Zeb; your hard 
work, dedication, and talents never failed me 
and are the reason we succeeded beyond the 
most optimistic expectations. Thank you. 

Many of you were with me about this time 
2 years when we sent a message that par- 
tisan politics and corruption were a thing of 
the past. That was a great day. In a similar 
speech on this House floor not too long ago, 
another outgoing Member called for more par- 
tisanship and less compromise. | have been 
here to emphatically support the opposite 
message. | stand before you as proof that bi- 
partisanship and working together can and 
has worked and will work again, if you let it. 

Since then, we have made terrific progress 
to restore ethics, compromise, civility, and 
hope to Congress and government. There is a 
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tsunami of change and hope that has swept 
across this country and it all started when a 
modest, dedicated Texas Congressman 
brought down “The Hammer.” 

My journey will end today but the movement 
we started will continue. 

Our movement to change the culture in 
Washington has made great progress but the 
road is long and many challenges lie ahead. 

There are many Republicans and Demo- 
crats who have taken up the charge and will 
see it through to the end. It is a movement 
that will allow America to move beyond the 
corruption and political divide that has plagued 
us for too long. We are now in a time of chal- 
lenge, but a period of hope. 

The arc of change is slow, but it bends to- 
ward justice. 

That was the observation of Dr. Martin Lu- 
ther King many decades ago when this coun- 
try was being tried by a different type of divi- 
sion. Together, we overcame and today we 
are closer to changing the culture of this Con- 
gress than we were yesterday and | have full 
faith that tomorrow we will be closer than we 
are today. 

We remember the past. 

We live in the present. 

And we plan for the future. 

It has been an honor to serve these past 2 
years. However, it is time to start looking to to- 
morrow. 

Scripture tells us, “Joy cometh in the morn- 
ing.” 

Tomorrow will be a better day in America 
and the day after that and the day after that. 

America’s course has been charted on a 
timeline of achievement. We are a nation that 
when presented with obstacles says, “yes we 
can.” 

We are a country built on a foundation of 
equality, justice, and liberty. 

We are a nation that when in the darkest 
days of depression stood and went to work. 

We are a people that when confronted with 
sickness affecting millions, didn’t give up; we 
found the cure. 

We are a society that was presented with 
an impossible challenge, and less than a dec- 
ade later watched as an American flag was 
planted on the Moon. 

We will face more challenges, we will come 
to walls seemingly too high to scale, and peo- 
ple will say, “you can’t.” But, together we will 
say “yes we can” and we will. 

We will again walk on the Moon; only to go 
further. 

We will find the cures to the illnesses of our 
generation. 

We will roll up our sleeves and solve the en- 
ergy puzzle. 

We will fight poverty with compassion. 

And we will combat despair with hope. 

America’s best days are still to come. 

| thank you for the privilege to serve you 
and | thank you for everything you have done 
for my family and for me. 

God bless you and may God bless America. 
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IN HONOR OF COSMO INSALACO, 
FORMER FRESNO COUNTY AGRI- 
CULTURAL COMMISSIONER 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
pay special tribute to a past Agricultural Com- 
missioner of Fresno County, a valued voice for 
agriculture in Fresno County. On Monday, No- 
vember 10th, 2008, Cosmo Insalaco passed 
away from a sudden illness at the age of 72. 

Agriculture continues to be California's num- 
ber one industry with Fresno County ranking 
as the number one agricultural producing 
county in California. The fertile soils of Fresno 
County support over 300 different crops, val- 
ued at 5 billion annually to the economy of 
California. Much has contributed to these 
bountiful crops, but a significant factor in Fres- 
no County's agricultural success in the 1980s 
and 1990s was the presence of Cosmo 
Insalaco as its lead advocate. 

Mr. Insalaco was no stranger to agriculture. 
Raised on a family farm in Watterton, Massa- 
chusetts, Cosmo later attended the University 
of Massachusetts, where he earned a degree 
in Horticulture. He continued his studies in 
Public Administration in the California school 
system before entering the Air Force. 

Prior to becoming Fresno County's Agricul- 
tural Commissioner, Mr. Insalaco served as 
Deputy Agricultural Commissioner in Santa 
Clara County, and as an Assistant Agricultural 
Commissioner for San Mateo County. While in 
Fresno County, Cosmo served as vice-presi- 
dent of Agribusiness in the Fresno County and 
City Chamber of Commerce. He was on the 
board of Directors of the California Agricultural 
Commissioners’ and Sealers’ Association. Al- 
ways active in the community, Mr. Insalaco 
continued to return to Fresno each year to 
judge at the Big Fresno Fair in the agriculture 
building. 

Mr. Insalaco received much praise over the 
years for his leadership. The crop disasters of 
the 1990 and 1998 freezes were challenges 
he rose to meet. His tenure as commissioner 
saw major changes in technology and regula- 
tion unfold. While known for his strict over- 
sight, Cosmo was also noted by one grower to 
be ". . . the most cordial and professional 

." person they had ever met. Contem- 
poraries and employees alike commended Mr. 
Insalaco for his friendship and his mentorship. 
Probably most noteworthy was reference to 
Cosmo Insalaco's vision. Mr. Insalaco was an 
ardent promoter of education concerning agri- 
culture. Cosmo helped launch the Blossom 
Trail, a self-guided tour of the fruit and nut 
blossoms throughout Fresno County during 
bloom time. Over the years, this annual event 
has grown and now draws tourists from all 
over the region and state. This tradition will 
continue to bear witness to Cosmo Insalaco's 
influence in the Fresno region. 

It is most fitting now to honor this man for 
his life and his dedication to friends, col- 
leagues and especially agriculture. | urge my 
colleagues to join me now in celebrating this 
truly innovative man's life, accomplishments 
and to extend his family our thoughts. He will 
be, beyond a doubt, missed. 
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HONORING CHARLES HENRY 
RIDER 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Charles Henry Rider of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Charles is a very spe- 
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1261, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Charles has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Charles has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Charles Henry Rider for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


M MERE 


HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
CAREER OF DR. R. WALTER 
"WHIRLWIND" JOHNSON 


HON. JOHN LEWIS 


OF GEORGIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker | 
am honored to rise today to recognize the dis- 
tinguished career and achievements of Dr. R. 
Walter “Whirlwind” Johnson, one of many un- 
sung heroes of the Civil Rights Era. We also 
recognize him for his role in guiding the early 
careers of Althea Gibson and Arthur Ashe— 
the nation's first African American tennis 
champions. 

Dr. Johnson built a tennis court in the back- 
yard of his Lynchburg, Virginia home during a 
time of racial segregation and spent more than 
20 years (1950-71) training African American 
athletes who would go on to compete against 
top players at major junior events. Dr. John- 
son primarily used his own funds to house, 
clothe, feed, and develop these junior players, 
including Althea Gibson and Arthur Ashe, who 
said repeatedly throughout their lives that they 
never would have made it without Dr. John- 
Son's generosity and support. 

Dr. Johnson inspired, directly and indirectly, 
many of his students to pursue tennis-related 
careers, including Willis Thomas, president of 
the American Tennis Association (ATA) and 
tennis director with the Washington Tennis 
and Education Foundation (WTEF) in Wash- 
ington, DC; former pro Leslie Allen, ex-chair- 
woman of the U.S. Fed Cup Team; former pro 
Zina Garrison, former U.S. Fed Cup captain; 
former pro Rodney Harmon, former head of 
men's tennis for the United States Tennis As- 
sociation (USTA); teaching pros Arthur 
Carrington and Bob Davis; United States Fed- 
eral Judge Henry H. Kennedy, Jr.; and Doug 
Smith, who covered tennis for 3 of the nation’s 
largest newspapers—Newsday, the New York 


24425 


Post, and USA Today and is the author of Dr. 
Johnson’s biography, “Whirlwind, The God- 
father of Black Tennis.” 

Dr. Johnson most significantly helped tear 
down racial barriers in tennis years ago and 
helped Americans understand that tennis 
should be enjoyed by all who play and love 
the game. Dr. Johnson also served as head 
football coach at 2 Georgia universities—Mor- 
ris Brown University and Atlanta University—in 
the late 1920s. He later established a junior 
development tennis program to train and pre- 
pare African American players, including Ar- 
thur Ashe, to compete in the United States 
Lawn Tennis Association (USLTA) sanctioned 
tournaments. Whirlwind’s junior program was 
a prelude to the high-tech junior training acad- 
emies and camps now run by tennis gurus 
Nick Bollitteri, Rick Macci and former No. 1 
World Champion Chris Evert. Dr. Johnson op- 
erated the camp for more than 20 years and 
helped more than 100 African American jun- 
iors earn college tennis scholarships during 
that era. 

Madam Speaker, we should continue to 
honor American heroes like Dr. R. Walter 
“Whirlwind” Johnson who fought for a better 
America without race barriers on and off the 
court. America and the game of tennis have 
both benefited an enormous amount because 
of Dr. R. Walter “Whirlwind,” Johnson and we 
as a Nation owe him and other American he- 
roes a tremendous amount of gratitude. 


€ 


TRIBUTE TO MR. WILLIAM 
JOHNSON 


HON. FRED UPTON 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay special tribute to Mr. William Johnson 
of St. Joseph, Michigan. An accomplished 
businessman and community leader, Bill John- 
son is retiring from the board of directors of 
Lakeland Health Care after more than 33 
years of service. 

During that time he has led Lakeland 
through a period of phenomenal growth, with 
the construction of new facilities, the addition 
of state-of-the-art equipment, and many 
awards for quality health care. Beginning back 
in 1975, Bill Johnson has used his leadership 
and team building skills to implement hospital 
mergers, build model care programs, and de- 
velop world-class community health initiatives. 
Since 1993, Bill Johnson has served as the 
chairman of the Lakeland Health Care Board, 
and he leaves a legacy that will shape health 
care in southwest Michigan for years to come. 

Bill Johnson was born in Lincoln, Illinois, 
and graduated from the University of Illinois. 
He served his country as a first lieutenant and 
company commander in the United States 
Army. 

Following that service to his country, he be- 
came an innovative and respected business 
leader. He was president of Heath Company, 
vice president of strategic alliances for Zenith 
Data Systems, and even after his retirement, 
he came back as chief operating officer for 
Gast Manufacturing Corporation. 
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He brought his business experience and en- 
trepreneurial flair to Lakeland Health Care and 
to a number of other community organizations. 
And while Bill Johnson formally steps down as 
the chairman of the board, we all know he will 
continue to be involved in the community he 
loves. He and his wife Patt and family are true 
cornerstones of our corner of Michigan. 


KURDISTAN IS MODEL FOR IRAQ 


HON. JOE WILSON 


OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, | would like to submit the following 
op-ed published in The Wall Street Journal on 
November 12, 2008, by Masoud Barzani, 
President of the Kurdistan Region of Iraq. It 
conveys the strong and important relationship 
between the Iraqi Kurdish population and the 
United States as well as their efforts to help 
build a peaceful Iraq. | was fortunate this year 
to visit the Kurdistan Region, and | know first- 
hand of Kurdish appreciation of the American 
people. 

[From the Wall Street Journal, November 12, 
2008] 
KURDISTAN IS A MODEL FOR IRAQ—OUR PATH 

TO A SECULAR, FEDERAL DEMOCRACY IS IN- 

SPIRED BY THE U.S. 


(By Masoud Barzani) 


Iraq's Kurds have consistently been Amer- 
ica's closest allies in Iraq. Our Peshmerga 
forces fought alongside the U.S. military to 
liberate the country, suffering more casual- 
ties than any other U.S. ally. 

And while some Iraqi politicians have chal- 
lenged the U.S.-Iraq security agreement, 
Iraq's Kurdish leaders have endorsed the 
pact as essential for U.S. combat troops to 
continue fighting terrorists in Iraq. 

The Kurdistan Regional Government 
(KRG) is committed to a federal, democratic 
Iraq that is at peace with its neighbors. 

We have benefited enormously from the 
Service and sacrifices of America's armed 
forces and their families, and we are deeply 
grateful. We are also proud to have shared in 
such sacrifices; my brother was among those 
severely wounded during the liberation of 
Iraq. 

Last year, following а U.S. request, we de- 
ployed Kurdish troops to Baghdad. 'These 
troops played a decisive role in the success of 
the surge. Last month I once again visited 
Baghdad to meet with the leadership of the 
federal government. We stressed our com- 
mitment to developing an Iraqi state that 
abides by its constitution and that is based 
upon а federal model with clearly delineated 
powers for its regions. 

In spite of all this, some commentators 
now suggest that the Kurds are causing prob- 
lems by insisting on territorial demands and 
proceeding with the development of 
Kurdistan's oil resources. These allegations 
are troubling. We are proceeding entirely in 
accord with the Iraqi constitution, imple- 
menting provisions that were brokered by 
the U.S. 

In the constitutional negotiations that 
took place in the summer of 2005, two issues 
were critical to us: first, that the Kurdistan 
Region has the right to develop the oil on its 
territory, and second, that there be a fair 
process to determine the administrative bor- 
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ders of Iraq's Kurdistan Region—thus resolv- 
ing once and for all the issue of "disputed" 
territories. 

Unfortunately, ever since the discovery of 
oil in Iraq in the 1920s, successive Iraqi gov- 
ernments have sought to keep oil out of 
Kurdish hands, blocking exploration and de- 
velopment of fields in Kurdistan. Saddam 
Hussein’s government went even further, 
using Iraqi oil revenues to finance the mili- 
tary campaigns that destroyed more than 
4,500 Kurdish villages and to pay for the poi- 
son gas used to kill thousands of Kurdish ci- 
vilians. 

The Kurdish leadership agreed to a U.S.- 
Sponsored compromise in 2005 in which the 
central government would have the author- 
ity to manage existing oil fields, but new 
fields would fall under the exclusive jurisdic- 
tion of the regions. Since then, the KRG has 
taken the lead with Baghdad in negotiations 
on а hydrocarbon law that is faithful to 
Iraq's constitution and is conducive to mod- 
ernizing Iraq's oil infrastructure and sub- 
stantially increasing its oil production. 

We have awarded contracts for foreign oil 
companies (including some American ones) 
to explore our territory. In во doing, 
Kurdistan is not threatening the unity of 
Iraq. It is simply implementing the constitu- 
tion. 

The ‘‘disputed territories" have a tragic 
history. Since the 1950s, Iraqi regimes en- 
couraged Arabs to settle in Kirkuk and other 
predominantly Kurdish and Turkmen areas. 
Saddam Hussein accelerated this process by 
engaging in ethnic cleansing, expelling or 
killing Kurds and Turkmen, or by requiring 
nationality corrections (in which non-Arabs 
are forced to declare themselves to be Arabs) 
and by moving Arabs into Kurdish homes. 

The dispute between Baghdad and the 
Kurds over Kirkuk has lasted more than 80 
years and has often been violent. All sides 
have now agreed to a formula to resolve the 
problem, to bring justice to Kirkuk, and to 
correct the crimes against Kurds committed 
by Saddam Hussein's regime. Iraq's constitu- 
tion requires that а referendum be held in 
disputed territories to determine if their 
populations want to join the Kurdistan Re- 
gion. Conducting a plebiscite is not easy, but 
it is preferable to another 80 years of con- 
flict. 

If the pro-Kurdistan side should lose the 
referendum in Kirkuk, I promise that 
Kurdistan will respect that result. And if 
they win, I promise that we will do every- 
thing in our power to ensure outsized rep- 
resentation of Kirkuk's Turkmen, Arabs and 
Christians both on the local level and in the 
parliament and government of the Kurdistan 
Region. 

Regional stability cannot come from re- 
solving internal disputes alone. That is why 
expanding and deepening our ties with Tur- 
key is my top priority. 

My meeting last month in Baghdad with 
the Turkish special envoy to Iraq was a his- 
toric and positive development. There should 
be further direct contacts between the KRG 
and Turkey, as well as multilateral contacts 
that involve the U.S. We are eager to work 
with Turkey to seek increased peace and 
prosperity in the region. 

I am proud that the Kurdistan Region is 
both a model and gateway for the rest of 
Iraq. Our difficult path to а secular, federal 
democracy is very much inspired by the U.S. 
And so we look forward to working with the 
Obama-Biden administration to support and 
defend our hard-fought successes in Iraq, and 
to remain proud of what the Kurdistan re- 
gion is today: a thriving civil society in the 
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heart of the Middle East. When we insist on 
strict compliance with our country's con- 
stitution, we are only following America's 
great example. 


EE 


HONORING MATTHEW DONALD 
SHUMAN 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Matthew Donald Shuman 
of Kansas City, Missouri. Matthew is a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 1247, and earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Matthew has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Matthew has been in- 
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Matthew Donald Shuman 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


EE 


COMPTROLLLER OF THE CUR- 
RENCY DUGAN REFUTES UNFAIR 
ATTACKS ON THE COMMUNITY 
REINVESTMENT ACT 


HON. BARNEY FRANK 


OF MASSACHUSETTS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, during the recent campaign, moti- 
vated | believe by an effort to stave off much- 
needed legislation establishing appropriate 
regulation for currently unregulated aspects of 
the financial industry, a number of people 
launched a concerted effort to blame the Com- 
munity Reinvestment Act for our current finan- 
cial crisis. Their argument—wholly inac- 
curate—was that the Community Reinvest- 
ment Act was the reason that a large number 
of irresponsible subprime loans were made. 

| was very pleased—although not sur- 
prised—that Comptroller of the Currency John 
C. Dugan, an appointee of President Bush, 
took the time on November 19th to refute 
these accusations. Comptroller Dugan is as 
well qualified to discuss this as anyone in the 
country, because he has a prime responsibility 
for the regulation of the safety and soundness 
of banks and the banking system. Given that, 
| believe it is essential that all Members have 
the benefit of his analysis. 

Comptroller Dugan is characteristically forth- 
right in addressing the question of the role that 
CRA has played: 

"There are even some that suggest that 
CRA is responsible for the binge of irrespon- 
sible subprime lending that ignited the crisis 
we now face. Let me squarely respond to this 
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suggestion: | categorically disagree. While not 
perfect, CRA has made a positive contribution 
to community revitalization across the country 
and has generally encouraged sound commu- 
nity development lending, investment and 
service initiatives by regulated banking organi- 
zations. 

"CRA is not the culprit behind the subprime 
mortgage lending abuses, or the broader cred- 
it quality issues in the marketplace. Indeed, 
the lenders most prominently associated with 
subprime mortgage lending abuses and high 
rates of foreclosure are lenders not subject to 
CRA . . . (B)anks subject to CRA and their 
affiliates originated or purchased only six per- 
cent of the reported high cost loans made to 
lower-income borrowers within their CRA as- 
sessment areas." 

Madam Speaker, to make it clear that the 
forceful defense of CRA that | have just 
quoted is taken fully in context, | ask that 
those portions of Comptroller Dugan's speech 
that discuss the CRA be printed here in their 
entirety. This firm statement by President 
Bush's appointee with prime responsibility for 
the safety and soundness of the banking sys- 
tem should help us end the inaccurate, politi- 
cally-motivated misrepresentation of the role 
that CRA has played. 


REMARKS BY JOHN C. DUGAN—COMPTROLLER 
OF THE CURRENCY BEFORE THE ENTERPRISE 
ANNUAL NETWORK CONFERENCE—NOVEMBER 
19, 2008 
*. . . Indeed, all of these efforts are fully 

in keeping with the OCC's mission and the 
way that we approach our regulatory and su- 
pervisory responsibilities, including those 
under the Community Reinvestment Act. 
CRA supports banks doing what they do best 
and what they should want to do well—mak- 
ing viable lending and investment decisions, 
with acceptable rates of return, consistent 
with their business plans, I their own com- 
munities. 

Given recent public discussion, it is appro- 
priate to ask about the role that CRA plays 
in the credit challenges we face on so many 
fronts. In my view, it plays a very positive 
role. Unfortunately, however, current mar- 
ket disruptions have clouded the accomplish- 
ments that CRA has generated, many of 
which we recognized last year during its 30th 
anniversary. There are even some who sug- 
gest that CRA is responsible for the binge of 
irresponsible subprime lending that ignited 
the credit crisis we now face. 

Let me squarely respond to this sugges- 
tion: I categorically disagree. While not per- 
fect, CRA has made a positive contribution 
to community revitalization across the 
country and has generally encouraged sound 
community development lending, invest- 
ment, and service initiatives by regulated 
banking organizations. 

CRA is not the culprit behind the subprime 
mortgage lending abuses, or the broader 
credit quality issues in the marketplace. In- 
deed, the lenders most prominently associ- 
ated with subprime mortgage lending abuses 
and high rates of foreclosure are lenders not 
subject to CRA. A recent study of 2006 Home 
Mortgage Disclosure Act data showed that 
banks subject to CRA and their affiliates 
originated or purchased only six percent of 
the reported high cost loans made to lower- 
income borrowers within their CRA assess- 
ment areas. 

Over the last ten years, CRA has helped 
spur the doubling of lending by banking in- 
stitutions to small businesses and farms, to 
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more than $2.6 trillion. During this period, 
those lenders more than tripled community 
development lending to $371 billion. Over- 
whelmingly, this lending has been safe and 
sound. For example, single family CRA-re- 
lated mortgages offered in conjunction with 
NeighborWorks organizations have per- 
formed on a par with standard conventional 
mortgages. Foreclosure rates within the 
NeighborWorks network were just 0.21 per- 
cent in the second quarter of this year, com- 
pared to 4.26 percent of subprime loans and 
0.61 percent for conventional conforming 
mortgages. Similar conclusions were reached 
in a study by the University of North Caro- 
lina’s Center for Community Capital, which 
indicates that high-cost subprime mortgage 
borrowers default at much higher rates than 
those who take out loans made for CRA pur- 
poses. 

Of course, not all single-family CRA mort- 
gages performed this well, because these 
loans have experienced the same stresses as 
most other types of consumer credit. Never- 
theless, a number of studies have shown that 
when these loans are made in conjunction 
with a structured homebuyer counseling pro- 
gram, mortgage performance is substantially 
improved. Affordable CRA multi-family 
projects utilizing low-income housing tax 
credits have also performed well, with an av- 
erage foreclosure rate through 2006 of 0.08 
percent on the underlying mortgages. 

During the community tours I have taken 
over the past three years, I personally wit- 
nessed the positive impact that CRA part- 
nerships have had in transforming commu- 
nities, expanding homeownership, and pro- 
moting job creation and economic develop- 
ment. These partner ships between commu- 
nities and financial institutions have also 
helped house senior citizens and people with 
special needs, built community facilities, 
and assisted small businesses serving low-in- 
come areas. 

In the Anacostia community of D.C., an 
area of economic resurgence that I have 
toured on several occasions, Enterprise’s 
Wheeler Creek project was a critical link in 
stabilizing a neighborhood that had been 
plagued by a troubled public housing project. 
Wheeler Creek involved development of for- 
sale homes in conjunction with a bank com- 
munity development corporation, as well as 
a bank’s purchase of low-income housing tax 
credits for rental housing. 

CRA projects also act as catalysts for 
other investments, job creation, and housing 
development. Such infusion of capital into 
these markets leverages public subsidies, 
perhaps as much as 10 to 25 times, by at- 
tracting additional private capital. Many of 
these CRA equity investments can be made 
under national banks’ public welfare invest- 
ment authority. These bank investments 
have grown significantly over the years—to- 
taling more than $25 billion over the past 
decade. Indeed, the OCC recently held its 
Managers Conference at the Grand Masonic 
Lodge on North Charles Street here in Balti- 
more, a public welfare investment funded by 
a national bank. To meet the demand to in- 
vest in similar types of projects, OCC suc- 
cessfully sought legislation last year to raise 
the cap on public welfare investments from 
10 to 15 percent of a bank’s capital and as- 
sets. This rise will enable the amount of such 
investments to increase by as much as $30 
billion. 

Interpreting national bank public welfare 
investment authority, OCC recently issued 
an approval related to energy conservation 
that may be of interest to Enterprise. This 
approval clarifies that such authority ex- 
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tends to bank investments in renewable en- 
ergy tax credits primarily benefiting low-and 
moderate-income individuals and areas, gov- 
ernment revitalization areas, rural under- 
served and distressed middle-income areas, 
and designated disaster areas. The investing 
bank can claim the credits and, in some in- 
stances, receive positive CRA consideration 
under the investment or community develop- 
ment testes. 

Your Green Communities initiative, and 
others like it, may be able to take advantage 
of these tools to obtain additional resources 
under the public welfare investment author- 
ity, CRA, and other available incentives to 
build many more sustainable homes and 
communities across the country. The re- 
search and examples described on your Web 
site demonstrate that moving to a green 
economy can generate a significant number 
of jobs, stimulate economic growth, and cre- 
ate a healthy environment in communities 
that Enterprise serves. 

As the credit market stabilizes, CRA-driv- 
en initiatives can also help us tackle chal- 
lenges such as the preservation of homeown- 
ership opportunities and rental housing de- 
velopment. Opportunities also lie ahead for 
bank partnerships with Enterprise affiliates 
and other nonprofits to help mitigate the im- 
pact of foreclosures in communities across 
the country. .. 

Our nation has accomplished much since 
CRA’s passage. Perhaps even Jim Rouse 
could not imagine how much the flow of 
CRA-related capital and credit has contrib- 
uted to affordable homeownership, jobs and 
business development, and healthy neighbor- 
hoods. In today's challenging economy, the 
need for the positive results that CRA has 
generated are even greater, and the same is 
true for organizations like Enterprise. 

Thank you very much." 


HONORING JOHN M. MILAM 
HON. CHARLES A. GONZALEZ 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GONZALEZ. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor a constituent of mine. Mr. John 
M. Milam has just retired after 34 years with 
San Antonio's transit system, VIA, the last 16 
leading the company as general manager, 
president, and CEO, and | wish to thank him 
for his dedication and for his service to our 
community. 

Over the course of his tenure with VIA, Mr. 
Milam continually embraced change, and the 
system grew and improved in countless ways. 
He was among the first to install GPS tracking 
on VIA buses, ensuring that he knew where 
every bus and paratransit vehicle was at any 
moment, resulting in the best planned routes 
designed with the latest information. VIA ac- 
quired newer, more energy efficient vehicles, 
improving their finances as well as the envi- 
ronment. Mr. Milam’s insistence on making 
VIA one of the most cost-efficient transit sys- 
tems in the country saved the system in the 
mid-1990s and allowed him to expand and im- 
prove services, making our public transpor- 
tation system truly outstanding. 

It is all too easy to take a well-run transit 
system for granted. San Antonians simply ex- 
pect VIA to be there when we need it, to run 
smoothly, and to provide a restful ride. John 
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Milam ran VIA so well he made it look easy. 
But for hundreds of thousands of people, on 
millions of trips, over dozens of years, the ef- 
forts of John M. Milam made living in San An- 
tonio that much better. The programs he 
began will continue to improve the area for 
years to come. He leaves behind a great leg- 
acy and we can all say, "John, thanks for a 
great ride." 


a 


HONORING BRANDEN DEMAR 
THOELE 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Branden Demar Thoele of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Branden is a very spe- 
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1378, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Branden has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Branden has been in- 
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Branden Demar Thoele for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


ЫЫ 
EXPRESSING CONDOLENCES ТО 
THE FAMILIES OF CARLOS 


MARIN, ARTURO HERRERA, JAKE 
BRISBIN, JR., AND MATTHEW 
PETER JUNEAU 


HON. SOLOMON P. ORTIZ 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. ORTIZ. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
express my sadness on the untimely deaths of 
U.S. International Water and Boundary Com- 
missioner, IWBC, Carlos Marin, IWBC Mexi- 
can Commissioner Arturo Herrera, Executive 
Director of the Rio Grande Council of Govern- 
ments Jake Brisbin, Jr., and pilot Matthew 
Peter Juneau, who all lost their lives in a Sep- 
tember 16 plane crash outside of Presidio, TX. 

| was shocked to hear of the plane crash 
and am deeply saddened by the loss. My 
deepest condolences are with the families of 
those who perished. 

| had the privilege of working with Commis- 
sioners Marin and Herrera on numerous 
issues affecting South Texas. They were 
strong advocates of continued cooperation be- 
tween the United States and Mexico. Their 
service to the IWBC was matched by their 
dedication to improving the quality of life be- 
tween the two nations. 

| will keep their families in my thoughts and 
prayers. 
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SALUTE TO COLLIN COUNTY SHER- 
IFF’S OFFICE FOR AWARD WIN- 
NING NATIONAL NIGHT OUT FOR 
2008 


HON. SAM JOHNSON 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. SAM JOHNSON of Texas. Madam 
Speaker, | rise to congratulate the Collin 
County Sheriffs Office for placing as a “Na- 
tional Award Winner” for its outstanding par- 
ticipation in the 25th annual National Night Out 
Crime, Drug, and Violence Prevention pro- 
gram for a 5th consecutive year. They placed 
10th in the Nation for those with populations 
over 300,000. Over 10,000 communities par- 
ticipated in 2007. 

l've spent time with these folks and they run 
a top-notch event dedicated to improving the 
quality of life in North Texas. 

Thank you to every person in the Sheriff's 
Office who makes Collin County a great and 
safe place to live, work and play. 

National Night Out aims to bring neighbors 
together with block parties, cookouts, visits 
from local police and sheriff departments, pa- 
rades, exhibits, flashlight walks, contests and 
youth programs. 

National Night Out heightens crime and 
drug prevention awareness, generates support 
for local anti-crime initiatives, and fosters 
neighborhood spirit and  police-community 
partnerships. National Night Out sends a mes- 
sage to criminals to let them know that neigh- 
bors are united together to protect their com- 
munities and will fight back. 

It was an honor to participate in National 
Night Out this year. The Collin County Sheriffs 
Office received a well-deserved award. Con- 
gratulations to everyone on that team. 

God bless you and | salute you. 


TRIBUTE TO MAJOR GENERAL 
ARTHUR M. BARTELL 


HON. ROBIN HAYES 


OF NORTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. HAYES. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
recognize and pay tribute to Major General Ar- 
thur M. Bartell, United States Army, Deputy 
Commanding General of the XVIII Airborne 
Corps at Fort Bragg on the occasion of his 
promotion and new command assignment. 
Major General Bartell has served our great 
Nation for more than 31 years as a truly ex- 
ceptional officer, and | am proud to call him 
my friend. | would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate Art on his well-deserved pro- 
motion to Major General and his new assign- 
ment as Commanding General, United States 
Army Cadet Command. Since his assignment 
as Deputy Commanding General of the XVIII 
Airborne Corps in June 2007, | have had the 
honor of working closely with him on behalf of 
our warfighters here at Fort Bragg. With the 
deployment of Corps Headquarters in January, 
he has been an outstanding leader as Com- 
mander of Task Force Bragg. Major General 
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Bartell has also been a great ambassador in 
his outreach to the local community, and it is 
much appreciated. Most importantly, Art's con- 
cern for his troops is evident, and he leads by 
example. Soldier, leader, scholar, gentleman— 
Major General Art Bartell truly personifies what 
a warrior should be. 

His career accomplishments speak for 
themselves: Major General Arthur M. Bartell 
was commissioned as a Field Artillery officer 
in 1977 through ROTC at the University of 
Michigan. He began his career as a Forward 
Observer and Battery Fire Direction Officer 
with B Battery 2nd BN, 17th FA in the Repub- 
lic of Korea. Duty with the 101st Airborne Divi- 
sion (Air Assault) followed. There he served 
as a Battery Executive Officer, Battalion Fire 
Support Officer, Battalion Fire Direction Officer 
and Battery Commander in the 2nd Bn, 320th 
FA. He next served at Fort Wainwright with 
the 172nd Light Infantry Brigade (Sep) as both 
Battalion Fire Support Officer and Battery 
Commander in the 1st Bn, 37th FA. Following 
a tour at the U.S Army Military Personnel Cen- 
ter as the Field Artillery Personnel Systems 
Manager and attendance at the Army Com- 
mand and General Staff College, Major Gen- 
eral Bartell moved to Germany where he 
served as the Deputy G3 and G3 of VII Corps 
Artillery during Operations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm in the Persian Gulf. Returning to 
Germany, he served as the Battalion Execu- 
tive Officer for the 4th Bn, 27th FA (MLRS) 
and as the Brigade S3 for the 41st FA Bde. 
Major General Bartell then moved to the 10th 
Mountain Division (LI) for duty as the Division 
Artillery Executive Officer and as the Battalion 
Commander of the 1st Bn, 7th FA (which re- 
flagged to 3rd Bn, 6th FA during his tenure), 
both at Fort Drum and Port-au-Prince, Haiti 
during Operation Uphold Democracy. After 
completion of the U.S. Naval War College in 
Rhode Island, Art served as the Senior Fire 
Support Observer/Controller at the Joint Read- 
iness Training Center, Fort Polk. He then re- 
turned to Fort Drum as the Commander of the 
10th Mountain Division Artillery. After com- 
pleting his command tour, he assumed duties 
as the Chief, Joint Interoperability Training Di- 
vision, and then as Deputy J7/Deputy Com- 
mander, Joint Warfighting Center, U.S. Joint 
Forces Command in Virginia. Following that 
Joint assignment, he returned, once again, to 
the 10th Mountain Division (LI) to be the Chief 
of Staff and deployed to Afghanistan with the 
Division Command Group and Staff as part of 
Operation Enduring Freedom where he as- 
sumed duties as the Chief of Staff for Com- 
bined Joint Task Force 180. Upon re-deploy- 
ment from Afghanistan, Major General Bartell 
served as Deputy Commanding General, Sup- 
port, 10th Mountain Division (LI). Following 
that assignment he was sent to the Pentagon 
where he served on the Joint Staff as Vice Di- 
rector for Operational Plans and Joint Force 
Development. Major General Bartell's awards 
and decorations include: the Defense Superior 
Service Medal (w/OLC), Legion of Merit (w/ 
OLC), Bronze Star Medal (w/OLC), Meritorious 
Service Medal (w/7 OLC), Army Commenda- 
tion Medal, Army Achievement Medal (w/ 
OLC), Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, 
Southwest Asia Service Medal (w/3 BSS), Hu- 
manitarian Service Medal, Korean Defense 
Service Medal, Afghanistan Campaign Medal, 


November 20, 2008 


Global War on Terrorism Service Medal, Saudi 
Arabia Kuwait Liberation Medal, Kuwaiti Ku- 
wait Liberation Medal, Parachutist Badge, Air 
Assault Badge, Joint Meritorious Unit Award 
(w/OLC), Meritorious Unit Award, and Joint 
Staff Identification Badge. 

On behalf of Congress, the United States of 
America, and the greater Fort Bragg commu- 
nity, | express our appreciation for Art's tire- 
less service, expertise, patriotism, and dedica- 
tion to our soldiers. No doubt he will prove a 
great role model for the cadets under his new 
command, though it will be a great loss for 
Fort Bragg and the XVIII Airborne Corps. ! 
want to personally thank Major General 
Bartell, his wife Karen, and his sons for their 
commitment, sacrifice, and the contributions 
they have made throughout his honorable and 
distinguished military career. | congratulate Art 
on completing an exceptional tenure here at 
Fort Bragg and wish him many blessings and 
much success as he begins this new endeav- 
or. 


EE 


HONORING VETERANS OF THE 
BATTLE OF THE BULGE 


HON. CHARLES W. DENT 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. DENT. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor American veterans who fought in the 
most pivotal conflict of World War II; the Battle 
of the Ardennes, more commonly referred to 
as the Battle of the Bulge. Specifically, | rise 
to pay tribute to the service and sacrifice of 
the many courageous veterans, family mem- 
bers and supporters of the Lehigh Valley 
Chapter of Veterans of the Battle of the Bulge, 
based in my district. 

Next month marks the 64th anniversary of 
the start of the Battle of the Bulge. At 5:30 
a.m. on December 16, 1944, over 250,000 
German troops launched a massive offensive 
against Allied forces along an 85 mile stretch 
of Europe's Western Front in the Ardennes re- 
gion of Belgium, Luxembourg and France. Ini- 
tially, German forces were able to advance 
approximately 50 miles into terrain controlled 
by Allied armies, but by late January 1945, 
American units had reclaimed the lost territory 
and effectively crippled the German Army. 

While the Battle of the Bulge was the larg- 
est and most pivotal land battle of World War 
Il involving American soldiers, it also proved to 
be the bloodiest. When the conflict ended on 
January 25, 1945, roughly 75,000 American 
troops had lost their lives defending the vital 
Western Front and thousands more were left 
terribly injured. The sacrifices of these service- 
men and all those who fought in the Battle of 
the Bulge were not made in vain, as the U.S. 
Army's expulsion of German forces from 
Ardennes damaged the German Army to the 
extent that its full defeat became inevitable. 

Ten years ago, a group of motivated vet- 
erans in my district established the Lehigh 
Valley Chapter of Veterans of the Battle of the 
Bulge. Today, the membership of this group 
extends far beyond veterans of the Battle of 
the Bugle to include veterans of more recent 
conflicts like the Vietnam war, spouses, family 
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members, friends and even local residents 
who share the group's interest їп American 
military history. The Chapter meets the third 
Tuesday of every month at the Terrace Res- 
taurant in Walnutport, Pennsylvania, to social- 
ize, share memories and discuss upcoming 
community events. Typically, these meetings 
attract anywhere from 75 to 100 enthusiasts. 

One of the primary functions of the organi- 
zation is to educate local students and resi- 
dents. Members routinely visit schools 
throughout the Lehigh Valley to discuss the 
importance of the Battle of the Bulge and 
teach students about the great sacrifices 
made by thousands of American soldiers over 
time to preserve our freedom. The Chapter es- 
timates its education program has reached 
over 50,000 students since its inception. 

December 16, 2008, represents 64 years 
since the start of the famous Battle of the 
Bulge. On this date, members of the Lehigh 
Valley Chapter of Veterans of the Battle of the 
Bulge will gather at 5:30 a.m. in two locations 
in my district to recognize the anniversary of 
this historic event and remember the many 
Americans who lost their lives ensuring Allied 
victory in World War Il. 

Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues 
join me in honoring the veterans of the Battle 
of the Bulge and thanking all members of the 
Armed Forces for their brave service to our 
country. 


— 


HONORING NEAL ROBERT 
WINDHORST 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Neal Robert Windhorst of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Neal is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1395, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Neal has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Neal has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Neal Robert Windhorst for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


— 


HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
JOSEPH HENRY BAKER, JR. 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 20, 2008 

Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, the city of 
Mobile and the state of Alabama lost a dear 
friend this week, and 1 rise today to honor Jo- 
seph Henry Baker, Jr. and pay tribute to his 
memory. 
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Known affectionately as "Bobo," he was a 
native and lifelong resident of Mobile. Bobo 
graduated from Murphy High School and en- 
tered the U.S. Army at the height of World 
War Il at the age of 17. He would ultimately 
retire from the U.S. Army Reserves with the 
rank of colonel. 

As part of his military service, he attended 
both North Carolina State University and Or- 
egon State University and earned his bach- 
elors degree in electrical engineering. Fol- 
lowing the war, Bobo earned an accounting 
degree from the University of Alabama. He 
was also named to the University of Alabama 
School of Commerce and Business Adminis- 
tration’s All Time All Star Academic Team. 

After finishing at the University of Alabama, 
Bobo began his career in the Mobile banking 
industry. During this time, he attended the Na- 
tional Trust School at Northwestern University, 
the New York State Trust School and Rutgers 
Stonier Graduate School of Banking. 

In 1955, Bobo joined the auditing depart- 
ment of the First National Bank of Mobile, now 
AmSouth Bank. The following year he was 
promoted to assistant trust officer and then to 
trust officer in 1960. In 1965, Bobo was 
named assistant vice president. He was elect- 
ed vice president in 1967, senior trust officer 
in 1969, senior vice president in 1974 and 
head of the trust department in 1975. 

He was active in a number of professional 
banking organizations. He served as chairman 
of the Southern Trust Conference Planning 
Committee, president of the trust division of 
the Alabama Bankers Association, and mem- 
ber of the American Bankers Association. 

Bobo was also active in a number of civic 
and community organizations. He was a 
former secretary and director of the Lion’s 
Club of Mobile, former president of America’s 
Junior Miss, former president of the Mobile 
Preschool for the Deaf, a founding member of 
both the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick and the 
Family Counseling Center, and a member of 
the Senior Bowl Committee, the M.W. Smith 
Foundation, Quarterback Club, Mobile Touch- 
down Club, Coastal Conservation Association, 
Alabama Wildlife Federation, Ducks Unlimited 
and the Mobile County Wildlife Association. 

Bobo also gave much of his time to his be- 
loved parish, St. Ignatius Catholic Church. He 
was a member of the Equestrian Society of 
the Holy Sepulchre, Legatus, the Serra Club 
of Mobile as well as Catholic Social Services. 
He has also served as treasurer and member 
of the board of directors of the McGill-Toolen 
Foundation. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering a dedicated community 
leader and friend to many throughout south 
Alabama. Joseph Henry Baker, Jr. will be 
dearly missed by his family—his wife of 48 
years, Mary; his children, Laura Blakely Coo- 
per, Leigh Eleanor Givhan, Joseph Henry 
Baker Ш, and Mary Lucille Green; his 12 
grandchildren, James Lucien Hinton Ill, Laura 
Blakely Hinton, Russell Baker Hinton, Mary 
Virginia Givhan, William Bowman Givhan, Jr., 
Eleanor Frances Givhan, Mary Deas Baker, 
Elizabeth Frances Baker, Charles Lansing 
Green, Jr., Mary Eleanor Green, Julia Baker 
Green, and Henry Harmon Green; his sister, 
Frances Baker Lauten; and his brother, Wil- 
liam Costello Baker—as well as the countless 
friends he leaves behind. 
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Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
during this difficult time. 


A TRIBUTE TO MILDRED COUNCIL 
HON. G.K. BUTTERFIELD 


OF NORTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate and applaud The Honor- 
able Mildred Council, Mayor Pro Tempore of 
Greenville, North Carolina. Known across the 
state for her longtime community service, 
Mayor Pro Tempore Council has spent 20 
years steadfastly representing her constitu- 
ents. The National League of Cities recently 
honored Mrs. Council with its 2008 Women in 
Municipal Government Leadership Award on 
Friday, November 14, 2008. This award recog- 
nizes women for implementing civic programs 
in local government. Mrs. Council has devoted 
her life and career to social work and public 
service, including a focus on mitigating the ef- 
fects of sickle cell syndrome on her commu- 
nities. Her example and accomplishments 
should serve as a model for future women 
leaders. 

Mrs. Mildred Council is a native of Bethel, 
North Carolina. She graduated from Shaw 
University with a bachelors degree in soci- 
ology, and later earned a master's degree in 
social work from the University of Wisconsin. 
After first being elected to the Greenville City 
Council in 1987, she established Greenville's 
first Youth Council. She also cofounded the 
Women/Ladies of Distinction program, which 
mentors at-risk young female students in 
North Carolina schools. She has also served 
on 17 boards and commissions in her career 
including Sheppard Memorial Library Board 
and the Recreation and Parks Commission. 
She has been a 4-H leader, serving as a role 
model for many children in Pitt County. 

Mayor Pro Tempore Council has been rec- 
ognized throughout her career for her distin- 
guished service. In 2006, she was awarded 
the Order of the Long Leaf Pine by North 
Carolina Governor Mike Easley. She was 
awarded the National Association of Black So- 
cial Workers 33rd Annual Conference Certifi- 
cate of Appreciation for Significant Contribu- 
tion to the African-American Community in 
2007. She is also the recipient of the North 
Carolina Women in Municipal Government For 
Service As President Award. Further, she has 
received three awards from her religious com- 
munity, including the Christian Awareness Or- 
ganization Humanitarian Award. 

Mayor Pro Tempore Council's commitment 
to her community is based in her strong faith 
and it permeates into all aspects of her life. 
She continues to work tirelessly to serve and 
assist the people with the greatest needs. 
With her help and support, there is now a Pitt 
County Habitat for Humanity office, located in 
the heart of Greenville. Her dedication to the 
community she faithfuly serves truly makes 
her an exceptional leader and role model. She 
embodies the true spirit of a public servant by 
dedicating each day to improving the quality of 
life for every person living in her community. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to 
please join me in recognizing the efforts and 
accomplishments of Mildred Council. 
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RECOGNIZING NOVEMBER AS 
NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH 


HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam speaker, Na- 
tional Adoption Month is a time when Ameri- 
cans can come together to celebrate families 
grown by adoption. Individuals and families 
choose adoption for many reasons. Common 
to all adoptive families is that they offer loving, 
permanent homes to children without such a 
blessing. Multiple States, neighborhoods, and 
agencies across the United States hold events 
during this month to encourage families to 
give children the gift of family through adop- 
tion. 

There are many types of adoption. In 2007, 
approximately 51,000 children were adopted 
from the U.S. foster care system and 20,000 
children were adopted internationally. Tens of 
thousands of children also are adopted within 
the United States each year. | recognize the 
joy and love that each of these families offers 
its adoptive children. | know that Raschke 
family from Oak Park, IL, exemplifies the hap- 
piness and rewards of being an adoptive fam- 
ily. Joe and Cathleen Raschke welcomed 
Nicholas Dan Raschke to their family in Au- 
gust 2006. Nicholas was adopted from the 
Vinh Long Orphanage in Vinh Long, Vietnam. 
As a young Chicagoan, Nicholas loves the 
Cubs, cold weather, and good food. 

We have done great work here in Congress 
to promote adoption. We recently passed Pub- 
lic Law 110-351, the Fostering Connections to 
Success and Increasing Adoptions Act of 
2008. This new law is designed to help place 
children in permanent, caring families through 
reunification, adoption, and guardianship. In 
addition to reauthorizing the Adoption and 
Safe Families Act, the new law supports sub- 
sidized guardianship, a policy approach that 
provides Federal support to kinship caregivers 
who provide their young relatives permanent, 
loving homes. | am pleased that we are taking 
steps to improve the lives of America’s youth 
that are filled with desperate need. 

So, during the 2008 National Adoption 
Month, | tip my hat to those who have opened 
their families via adoption, providing the care 
and love needed to grow our youngest citizens 
into tomorrow’s leaders. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO TAUBMAN MUSEUM 
OF ART 


HON. BOB GOODLATTE 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GOODLATTE. Madam Speaker, the Art 
Museum of Western Virginia has been trans- 
formed. Formerly located in Center in the 
Square in Roanoke, Virginia, the museum has 
undergone a multimillion dollar makeover 
under the guidance of renowned architect 
Randall Stout and has been reborn as the 
Taubman Museum of Art. 

Created in 1951 as the Roanoke Fine Arts 
Center, and then fully accredited for the first 


November 20, 2008 


time in 1977, it became the Roanoke Museum 
of Fine Arts in 1980. Following its relocation 
from South Roanoke to the downtown multi- 
cultural structure called Center in the Square, 
it became the Art Museum of Western Virginia 
in 1992, testament to the regional nature of its 
mission. But change beckoned the museum 
as it sat on the cusp of the 21st century, due 
both to outgrowing its space and an expansion 
in its collection. 

A vision developed for the new Art Museum 
of Western Virginia. Museum officials and 
community supporters determined that instead 
of renovating an existing structure in down- 
town Roanoke for the new facility, a state-of- 
the-art structure was in order. That vision was 
developed not only to help bring attention to 
the museum itself but to help speak to the re- 
gion's steady movement toward becoming a 
player in our technology-driven economy. 

Thanks to the city of Roanoke, an undevel- 
oped site near one of the city's busiest inter- 
sections was donated to house the museum, 
and the city contributed $4 million for the 
project. Once Randall Stout was hired to de- 
velop an image of the museum at that site, it 
became clear that his growing stature in archi- 
tectural circles would result in the trans- 
formative structure that many had hoped for. 
The plan was to help put Roanoke on the map 
with a building that would attract visitors not 
only from around the Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia and the United States but from around 
the world. On September 10, | was honored to 
be a participant in breaking ground for the 
new museum. 

After just over 3 years of construction, Roa- 
noke's new art museum opened to the public 
on Saturday, November 8. And | was fortunate 
to again be present to help cut the ribbon on 
a building that is difficult to put into words. But 
once you see the Taubman Museum of Art, 
you learn to understand that Randall Stout 
captured the mountains, valleys, rivers, and 
Seasons in rock, steel, and glass. 

The new museum in Roanoke is named for 
Nick and Jenny Taubman, a family name well 
known to Roanokers. Nick is the former leader 
of Advance Auto Parts and presently serves 
as the United States Ambassador to Romania. 
His wife, Jenny, chaired the museum's capital 
campaign. And their pledge of $15.25 million 
was the largest donation received toward the 
museum. The facility also benefits greatly from 
the Horace G. Fralin Charitable Trust, which 
has contributed financially апа formatively. 
Under the leadership of Heywood Fralin, the 
Fralin Trust has contributed works by Amer- 
ican artists that now make the Taubman Mu- 
seum a home for some of the greatest our Na- 
tion has known—Winslow Homer, Norman 
Rockwell, and John Singer Sargent to name 
just a few. 

Under the able direction of Georgeanne 
Bingham, the Taubman Museum is not only a 
structure housing works of art, it is becoming 
a true destination. The museum also houses 
Art Venture, geared toward bringing men, 
women and children together in a gallery that 
will permit hands-on opportunities to create 
their own art. A special new media gallery is 
courtesy of the great leaders and minds at Vir- 
ginia Tech, a longtime supporter of the new 
museum and an integral part of the institu- 
tion's plans for educational outreach in the 
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arts. The museum even features Hokie Stone, 
once specific only to the buildings on Tech's 
campus in Blacksburg. 

While breaking ground for the Taubman Mu- 
seum, | said that it was a key to the new fron- 
tiers that must be crossed in the Roanoke Val- 
ley region of Virginia in order to keep it com- 
petitive in the 21st century. Now that the struc- 
ture is complete, | remain convinced that the 
facility is the latest successful effort that is 
opening eyes to the vast array of possibilities 
that are within our reach in western Virginia. 1 
agree with my friend Heywood Fralin that the 
museum is without a doubt, the most signifi- 
cant new structure in Virginia. 

| extend congratulations to Georgeanne 
Bingham, Nick and Jenny Taubman, Heywood 
Fralin, Randall Stout, and countless others 
who toiled for the past 3 years to help the 
Taubman Museum rise to the cusp of opening. 
The expectations were great, but | am sure 
that everyone who sets foot in the museum 
will be deeply impressed by what it has to 
offer to a broad range of art enthusiasts. 

The collections inside will speak well. Visi- 
tors will get to see old favorites, develop an 
appreciation for new acquisitions, and experi- 
ence art in a technologically advanced way. 
And the building itself—the structure as seen 
from the exterior and what envelops inside— 
carries with it special significance. It has auto- 
matically become a landmark—and in a set- 
ting in downtown Roanoke, it is good com- 
pany. When given the opportunity to move 
from ground level and into the museum’s inte- 
rior and then move around it's exterior, one 
understands that it is surrounded by the land- 
marks that speak both to the region's past and 
point the way to its future—from the ancient 
Blue Ridge and Alleghany Mountains and val- 
leys, to the star atop Mill Mountain, to the rail- 
road tracks that first brought commerce to the 
region, to the historic buildings that served in 
previous centuries and have now been reborn 
for modern times. The Taubman Museum will 
join so many other efforts leading the way for 
the region, its citizens, and visitors through the 
frontiers yet to come. 

| am delighted that the Taubman Museum 
has been erected in the Sixth District of Vir- 
ginia. | encourage our Nation to embrace the 
structure and its contents and to come to Roa- 
noke to enjoy this grand cultural attraction for 
many, many years to come. 


HONORING JACKSON ROSS HOBBS 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Jackson Ross Hobbs of 
Lee's Summit, Missouri. Jackson is a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 1042, and earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Jackson has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
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many years Jackson has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Jackson Ross Hobbs for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


TRIBUTE TO MR. GARY L. CRAMER 


HON. FRED UPTON 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. UPTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to recognize Mr. Gary L. Cramer of Kala- 
mazoo, Michigan for his years of outstanding 
service to Kalamazoo Charter Township and 
the State of Michigan. 

Gary began his work as a public official in 
1980, when he was elected to serve as Kala- 
mazoo Township trustee. Over the next 16 
years, Gary distinguished himself as a clear- 
thinking and approachable leader, earning him 
the trust and respect of government, business, 
and community leaders alike. In his capacity 
as trustee, Gary also assumed an active role 
as a township fire commissioner and as a 
member of the city planning commission. 

From the role of trustee, Gary was elected 
to the position of township supervisor, where 
he admirably served the residents of Kala- 
mazoo Township from 1996 to 2008. For 
those 12 years, Gary also worked as a mem- 
ber of the Kalamazoo Township Policy and 
Administration Committee, the Kalamazoo 
Area Transportation Study, the Coalition for 
Urban Redevelopment, the Kalamazoo Re- 
gional Water & Wastewater Commission, and 
the Community Action Board. In 1999, he was 
elected to the Michigan Township Association 
Board, where he retired as president in 2008. 

Gary has always risen above the fray of 
partisan politics to ensure that the interests of 
those he represents are met. As both an ad- 
ministrator and representative, he truly exem- 
plifies the best of the public servant. 

Once again, | would like to congratulate and 
express my gratitude to Gary Cramer for his 
many years of distinguished service to the 
residents of Kalamazoo Township. Southwest 
Michigan is truly stronger because of his con- 
tributions. 


IN MEMORY OF NANCY HAWK 


HON. JOE WILSON 


OF SOUTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, on Friday, October 17th, South 
Carolina lost a true Charleston Southern Lady 
with the death of Nancy Dinwiddie Hawk. A 
native of Virginia, Ms. Hawk spent most of her 
life in Charleston where she raised nine chil- 
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dren, practiced law as a Broad Street Lawyer, 
and become a tireless advocate and worker 
for the needs of her community. 

| had the honor of knowing Ms. Hawk as a 
fellow member of First (Scots) Presbyterian 
Church and growing up with her children. She 
was truly a pioneer for women's involvement 
in political and civic service in our society. 

A fitting editorial tribute to Nancy Hawk was 
published on October 19, 2008, in The Post 
and Courier newspaper of Charleston, South 
Carolina. 

NANCY D. HAWK 

[From the Post and Courier, Oct. 19, 2008] 

After Nancy Dinwiddie Hawk was named 
the United States Mother of the Year, a re- 
porter wrote that chronicling her remark- 
able life in politics, historic preservation and 
law was more appropriate for a biographer 
than for à journalist. That was in 1989. Her 
impressive story got more so after that. 

Mrs. Hawk, who died Friday in hospice 
care, was а woman of purpose and drive. 
After rearing nine successful children, she 
enrolled at the College of Charleston to fin- 
ish the undergraduate degree she had begun 
at the University of Virginia. Then, she com- 
muted between Charleston and law school in 
Columbia. And before it became routine to 
see female lawyers, her shingle was hanging 
on Broad Street. 

What Nancy Hawk touched, Nancy Hawk 
influenced. 

East Bay Street might have been in the 
shadow of a 10-story apartment building had 
she not succeeded in stopping the planned 
building by saving several old warehouses. 

She worked to save historic Snee Farm, to 
Shape plans for the Crosstown to mitigate 
damage to the peninsula, to restore the 
county courthouse, build the judicial center 
and organize the Charlestowne Neighborhood 
Association. 

She wasn't afraid to take on controversy. 
She opposed Charleston Place and supported 
Lodge Alley Inn. Both were built. 

When her two bids for elected office 
failed—a 1975 race against Joseph P. Riley 
Jr. for mayor and a 1976 race against T. 
Dewey Wise for state Senate—she became 
vice chairman of the State Republican 
Party. 

She later said she probably wasn't suited 
for politics because the ‘‘gamesmanship”’ 
that goes along with it didn’t fit with her 
straightforward manner. 

Mrs. Hawk was born in Charlottesville, 
Va., but she was thoroughly committed to 
Charleston where she moved in 1951 with her 
husband, Dr. John C. Hawk. 

First (Scots) Presbyterian Church. The 
Girl Scouts. Charleston Civic Ballet. 
Charleston Opera Company. The Christian 
Family Y. The American College of the 
Bulding Arts. The Council of Urban Quality. 
H.E.L.P. Piccolo Spoleto. Meals on Wheels. 
The Lowcountry Open Land Trust. The 
Charles Pinckney National Historic Site. 
Parents Anonymous. Mason Prep school. All 
were strengthened by her hard work and sup- 
port. In 1998, she received the Order of the 
Palmetto. 

She once told The Post and Courier, ‘‘It’s 
hard to live with the knowledge that some- 
thing happened because you didn’t act.” 
Surely she didn’t face sleepless nights on 
that account. 

Charleston is a better place because of 
Nancy Hawk. The city has lost a leader of 
strength and character. 
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A TRIBUTE ТО THE DISTIN- 
GUISHED CAREER OF MILTON M. 
YOUNGER 


HON. JIM COSTA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. COSTA. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
celebrate and honor the distinguished career 
of Milton M. Younger of Bakersfield, California. 
After more than 52 years as a senior partner 
for the law firm of Chain, Younger, Cohn, and 
Stiles, Milt is stepping down to begin a new 
law firm, Younger and Lemucchi, with his 
long-time friend attorney Tim Lemucchi. 


Milt was born in Bakersfield and has been 
a longtime resident of the city. He attended 
Bakersfield High School where he met his 
wife, Betty. Upon graduation, Milt attended 
Stanford University where he received his 
Bachelors and Masters Degrees. In 1956, he 
graduated from Stanford School of Law. After 
passing the California state bar, Milt became 
certified to practice law in 1957. Thereafter, he 
served as a JAG officer in the United States 
Army. 


Between 1956 and 2008, Milt served as a 
senior partner for the law firm of Chain, 
Younger, Cohn, and Stiles. He joined the law 
firm, originally owned and operated by Morris 
B. Chain, in 1956. When Mr. Chain died in 
1977, Milt became senior partner. During his 
tenure, Milt devoted his work to advocate for 
persons involved in accidents. Notable cases 
include representing burned Kern County oil- 
field electricians where he demanded safe ma- 
chinery and equipment. In 2001, Milt argued 
on behalf of a three-year-old quadriplegic child 
whose car seat broke free from its seatbelt. As 
a result, infant seats are now required to un- 
dergo crash testing. 


Milt has proudly supported organized labor 
for the past 45 years, representing firemen, 
policeman, correctional officers, California 
Highway Patrol officers, Naval Weapons Cen- 
ter employees, doctors, educators and senior 
citizens. A recipient of prestigious awards 
such as the Presidential Award of Merit by the 
Consumer Attorneys of California, Bench and 
Bar Award from the Kern County Bar Associa- 
tion, and honorary doctorate from California 
State University, Bakersfield attest to Milt's 
many accomplishments. 


Through his public works and relentless 
community service, fighting on behalf of all in- 
jured persons, regardless of socioeconomic 
background, Milt has accomplished his lifelong 
endeavor of making the world safer. Known as 
one of Kern County’s most trusted names in 
law, his significant contributions to the Valley 
will never be forgotten. Today, | take great 
pleasure in honoring, through these remarks, 
a good friend, valued advisor, and public serv- 
ant Milt Younger. 
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HONORING DAVID PHILIP ISEMAN, 
JR. 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize David Philip Iseman, Jr. of 
Lee’s Summit, Missouri. David is a very spe- 
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1391, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

David has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years David has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending David Philip Iseman, Jr. 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


— HR 


IN CELEBRATION OF NATIONAL 
AMERICAN INDIAN HERITAGE 
MONTH 


HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 


OF MINNESOTA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota. Madam 
Speaker, | rise in honor of National American 
Indian Heritage Month and to recognize the 
important contributions of American Indians to 
our history and culture. 

This year's theme is "Celebrating Tribal Na- 
tions: America's Great Partners." For me, this 
theme recognizes both the opportunities and 
the challenges facing Native American com- 
munities. The United States Constitution rec- 
ognizes tribal sovereignty and through treaties, 
the Federal Government has a responsibility 
to protect the right to self-determination of trib- 
al nations. Congress must do more to live up 
to the commitments that have been made. 
Clearly there is work to be done to improve 
education, increase access to health care, and 
support job opportunities. 

This month | had the opportunity to visit 
several pueblos in New Mexico to learn more 
about how the Federal Government can be a 
better partner in improving education and ac- 
cess to health care. First hand | saw inspiring 
examples of Pueblos coming together for the 
greater good of their children and elders, and 
| learned of areas of extreme need in their 
communities. 

During the Feast Day, | was invited by tribal 
members in the Pueblos of Tesuque and 
Jemez into their homes so І, and others from 
outside the community, could learn about tribal 
traditions and share some wonderful food. | 
saw Head Start centers built by the community 
to provide the youngest children with edu- 
cational opportunities. Tribal leaders, teachers 
and elders shared their plans to implement 
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new language immersion and preservation 
programs to ensure the continuation of the 
Pueblo's language, history and culture. Unfor- 
tunately, | also saw crumbling school buildings 
and understaffed health care clinics where it is 
clear the Federal Government must do more 
to honor the promises made by treaty. | look 
forward to working with the tribal communities 
and my colleagues to address these needs in 
the next Congress. 

In Minnesota our culture has been enriched 
by the contributions of the Chippewa, Ojibwe 
and Sioux nations. | have been honored to 
work with alongside Native Americans to in- 
crease funding for Indian Education, reduce 
health disparities, and strengthen tribal col- 
leges, but there is much more to be done. 

As we join our families for Thanksgiving, we 
must remember the critical role American Indi- 
ans played in the survival of the first European 
settlers in America and in influencing our 
shared American culture. We can also learn 
valuable lessons about the strength of com- 
munity and the importance of conservation 
and good stewardship of our land from our 
Native American brothers and sisters. This 
November, and every month throughout the 
year, | urge my colleagues, friends and con- 
stituents to learn more about the heritage, his- 
tory and art of the tribal nations in Minnesota 
and across the country. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. ROSCOE G. BARTLEIT 


OF MARYLAND 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. BARTLETT of Maryland. Madam Speak- 
er, pursuant to the Republican Leadership 
standards on earmarks, | am submitting the 
following information regarding earmarks | re- 
ceived as part of H.R. 2638, FY 09 Defense 
Appropriations as part of the Consolidated Se- 
curity, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009. 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 

Account RTD&E Army Electronic Warfare 
Advanced Technology. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Thales 
Communication. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 22616 Gate- 
way Center Drive, Clarksburg, MD 20871. 

Description of Request: Funded $2.4 million 
to provide Networked Dynamic Spectrum Ac- 
cess Investigation AN/PCR-148 Joint Tactical 
Radio System Enhanced Multiband Inter/Intra 
Team Radios (JEM). The provision will sup- 
port the investigation of the benefits of Net- 
working Dynamic Spectrum Access for the 
Army AN/PRC-148 JEM to include evaluation 
of CONOPS and ability to transition these ca- 
pabilities to the current force. 


EE 


HONORING JOSHUA JAMES 
BLANCH 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Joshua James Blanch of 
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Liberty, Missouri. Joshua is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1418, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Joshua has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Joshua has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Joshua James Blanch for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


HONORING SPC JAMIN Y. MOORE 


HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. MCCARTHY of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to honor those brave 
men and women who have been wounded 
while serving our country in the United States 
Army. SPC Jamin Y. Moore is one such indi- 
vidual who, while serving in Iraq, sustained se- 
rious injury after his platoon hit an improvised 
explosive device. SPC Moore is a graduate of 
Liberty High School in Bakersfield, California 
and | wish to honor him and his duty and sac- 
rifice to our country by inserting into the CON- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD а poem he wrote on Sat- 
urday, May 20, 2006, on why he joined the 
United States Army. 

Igobecause... 

I go for a multitude of reasons; many which 
make sense to me alone and cannot be 
expressed in words, for words can never 
describe the deepest truisms in life. 

I go to serve my country and to protect 
those I love. 

Igo to honor those who have served and fall- 
en before me, not only those of this 
country; but of all who paid with blood 
to make the world better. 

I go because I believe that I must be willing 
to fight and die for what I believe, or I 
am nothing. 

I go because І have been called upon to serve. 

I go because I will gain à deeper under- 
standing of who I am. 

I go because I realize that a constant battle 
is raging between good and evil, hope 
and despair, life and death. 

I have chosen my side and go to fight in the 
War of Life. 


EE 


RECOGNIZING DR. JOHN BARACY 
ON HIS RECENT RETIREMENT AS 
THE SUPERINTENDENT OF 
SCOTTSDALE UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 


HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to recognize Dr. John Baracy, an exem- 
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plary public servant and recently retired Su- 
perintendent of Scottsdale Unified School Dis- 
trict. 

After working in education for 38 years, Dr. 
Baracy is retiring from a post where he 
brought leadership, vision and stability. Dr. 
Baracy thrived and excelled even though he 
was diagnosed with cancer within three weeks 
of accepting the Superintendent position. 

In his four years, Dr. Baracy helped to sta- 
bilize the finances of the district. Under his 
leadership, 22 of 32 schools now bear the 
label “excelling,” Arizona’s top academic rank- 
ing. In addition to this, all five of the high 
schools in the district were renovated under 
budget and on time. 

Throughout this, Dr. Baracy worked on 
forming a model of partnership for others to 
follow. Responding to calls to improve commu- 
nication with parents and community mem- 
bers, Dr. Baracy moved towards more parent 
and community input into shaping the schools. 
By drawing upon his business background, Dr. 
Baracy shared his vision of finding common 
ground with parents and the community. The 
effects of his dedication will continue to shape 
Scottsdale schools for years to come. 

Therefore, | urge you Madam Speaker, in 
rising to congratulate Dr. Baracy on his ac- 
complishments and recent retirement. 


EE 


IN REMEMBRANCE OF HERB 
SCORE 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in remembrance of Herb Score, revered 
pitcher and announcer for the Cleveland Indi- 
ans, and in recognition of his contributions to 
the Cleveland Community. 

Herb Score was a legendary left-handed 
pitcher for the Cleveland Indians who was ad- 
mired for his pitching records as much as his 
humble character. During his rookie season 
with the Indians in 1955, he secured his place 
both in baseball history and in the hearts of 
Cleveland baseball fans when he was named 
American League Rookie of the Year. He won 
16 games and struck out a total of 245 bat- 
ters, a record he would surpass during his 
second year as pitcher for the Cleveland Indi- 
ans, when he struck out 263 batters. Herb 
would hold this record until 1984 and was the 
American League (AL) Rookie of the Year in 
1955. 

Following an eye injury he sustained during 
a game against the New York Yankees in 
1957, Herb went on to play for the White Sox 
and the Chicago Cubs before retiring at the 
age of 30 and returning to Cleveland as an 
announcer for the Indians. Just as he was 
cherished by fans for his astounding pitching 
abilities, so too was he loved for his unique 
announcing style. He remained a play-by-play 
announcer for the Indians for 34 years and 
was inducted into the Broadcaster Hall of 
Fame in 1998. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in celebrating the life of Herb Score. He 
will forever hold a place in the hearts of Cleve- 
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land Indians fans and in the Greater Cleveland 
Community. 


EE 


IN MEMORY OF WALTER WILLIAM 
HOFFMAN 


HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise in mem- 
ory of Walter William Hoffman, who died on 
Veterans Day after 86 years of a fulfilling life. 

Walter and his late wife, Sheila, were long- 
time personal friends to my wife, Janice, and 
me. 

Walter Hoffman was a native of Ventura 
County, California. His parents raised him on 
Rancho Casitas, where they bred 
thoroughbreds, including Crystal Pennant. He 
attended St. Catherine’s Academy, Thatcher 
School, Villanova, and USC. 

During World War 11, Walter served as com- 
munications, navigation and executive officer 
aboard the USS Buchanan and was Officer of 
the Deck on the day the Buchanan delivered 
General Douglas McArthur to the USS Mis- 
souri for Japan's surrender. 

Sheila and Walter married after the war and 
settled in Ventura County where he began his 
career in farming, animal husbandry, and pe- 
troleum operations. In 1947, he built and oper- 
ated the Ventura Airpark. In 1956, Walter and 
his late partners Oather Vance and William 
Worthington formed that land management 
firm, Hoffman, Vance and Worthington. 

A Renaissance man, Walter skippered and 
navigated boats in the Transpac Race, the 
Mazatlan Race and the Bermuda Race. He 
held a commercial pilot’s license, was a li- 
censed amateur radio operator and played the 
violin and the accordion. As a young man, he 
traveled around the world with his grand- 
mother. 

Walter also served on multiple boards, in- 
cluding the Bank of A. Levy, Santa Anita Con- 
solidated, American Automobile Association, 
Livingston Memorial Foundation, St. John's 
Seminary, and Fales Committee at the U.S. 
Naval Academy. 

He was a past chairman of the board of the 
Automobile Club of Southern California and 
was a past president of the Ventura Pacific 
Company, Crestview Water Company, and the 
Oceanographic Associates at USC. He was a 
past Commodore of the Transpacific Yacht 
Club and a founder of the Museum of Ventura 
County. 

Pope John XXIII knighted him with the 
Order of St. Gregory, Knight Commander. 

Walter Hoffman is survived by his two 
daughters, Katherine Russell and Carol 
Hambleton; seven grandchildren; and five 
great-grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, | know my colleagues will join 
Janice and me in offering our condolences to 
Walters family and all who knew him and 
called him a friend. 

Godspeed, Walter. 
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TRIBUTE TO DAVID TYSON AND 
HIS INDUCTION TO THE GREAT- 
ER HUNTINGTON WALL OF FAME 


HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO 


OF WEST VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor a friend and true West Virginian 
David Tyson. 

Mr. Tyson is a lawyer from Huntington, WV 
who continually puts his community and State 
first. On October 2, 2008, David Tyson was in- 
ducted into the Greater Huntington Wall of 
Fame by the City of Huntington Foundation. 
David has worked tirelessly for his community 
as well as the State of West Virginia. 

In April 2002, David was appointed by 
President Bush to the national advisory board 
for the Kennedy Center in Washington. He 
continually serves as an ambassador for the 
arts. Since becoming a member of that board, 
David has been interested in restoration; on a 
local level becoming involved with the Keith- 
Albee Performing Arts Center in Huntington. 
Mr. Tyson is best known for his involvement in 
this project, which culminated in the theater 
serving as the location for the premier of the 
Warner Brothers major motion picture release 
“We Are Marshall." Mr. Tyson was also recog- 
nized as the Citizen of the Year in 2007 by the 
Herald-Dispatch, the major news publication in 
Huntington, West Virginia. 

| applaud David Tyson's unending commit- 
ment to civic duty. 


ES 


IN HONOR OF MAYORS FOR PEACE 
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of Mayors for Peace and in 
recognition of their 2020 Vision Campaign as 
they continue their efforts to promote the inter- 
national abolition of nuclear weapons. 

Mayors for Peace is an international organi- 
zation comprised of over two-thousand cities 
around the world in over one hundred and thir- 
ty countries who are dedicated to raising 
awareness on the need to eliminate nuclear 
weapons, affirm international human rights, 
and promote environmental justice and peace. 
The organization supports the proposal of the 
former Mayor of Hiroshima, Japan—Takeshi 
Araki—who in 1982 proposed an international 
solidarity program that would focus on the 
abolition of nuclear weapons during the sec- 
ond United Nations Special Session on Disar- 
mament following the atomic bombings of Hir- 
oshima and Nagasaki during World War 11. 

The Mayors for Peace 2020 Vision Cam- 
paign is an Emergency Campaign to Ban Nu- 
clear Weapons by the year 2020—the 75th 
anniversary of the bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki. The campaign continues to affirm 
the need to abolish nuclear weapons and pro- 
motes good faith negotiations toward nuclear 
non-proliferation in all states and cities around 
the world. 
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Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Mayors for Peace, and in rec- 
ognition of their dedication to promoting true 
peace and international solidarity. May their 
efforts serve as an example and inspiration for 
all of us to follow. 


EE 


IN MEMORY OF STUDS TERKEL 


HON. DANNY K. DAVIS 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Madam Speaker, on 
October 31st America lost its unofficial histo- 
rian laureate: Louis “Studs” Terkel. 

Because he was so modest, Studs would 
deny it, but in fact he created a new genre of 
literature and history—the oral history. 

Studs and his tape recorder probed every 
corner of our collective consciousness with the 
delicacy and certainty of a brain surgeon. 

He interviewed the famous and the infa- 
mous, the rich and the poor, the celebrity and 
the common man and woman. 

Invariably he was able to extract something 
very special, a strand of the grand story which 
is America. He recorded those stories in 
books such as Division Street: America, Hard 
Times: An Oral History of the Great Depres- 
sion, Working: People Talk About What They 
Do All Day and How They Feel About What 
They Do, The Good War, Race: What Blacks 
and Whites Think and Feel About the Amer- 
ican Obsession, Talking to Myself: A Memoir 
of My Times, Will the Circle Be Unbroken: Re- 
flections on Death, Rebirth and Hunger for 
Faith, and Hope Dies Last: Keeping Faith in 
Difficult Times. 

Madam Speaker, we all have conversations 
of all types every day. But Studs was able to 
turn his conversations into oral history be- 
cause he was not just a passive observer of 
history, he was an active maker of history. 

Studs earned a JD degree from the Univer- 
sity of Chicago, but he never practiced law. In- 
stead he apprenticed for his future career with 
a job in a writers project in the Works 
Progress Administration writing plays and 
learning the craft of acting. 

He went on to become one of the founders 
of the Chicago school of TV by creating and 
hosting "Studs' Place" until he was blacklisted 
during the McCarthy period. 

He spoke out for progressive causes, refus- 
ing to compromise his principles. 

He finally found a home at WFMT, Chi- 
cago's classical radio station, where he cre- 
ated his own version of talk radio with great 
conversation and an eclectic selection of 
music, signing off each broadcast with Woody 
Guthrie's classic line, “Take it easy, but take 
it." 

Studs had an irrepressible sense of humor 
and delighted in composing his own epitaph: 
"Curiosity did not kill this cat." 

Studs was as much a part of Chicago as his 
friends Nelson Algren and Mike Royko but like 
Mark Twain he is claimed by all America. We 
will miss him. 
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IN HONOR OF ANGELO RUSSO 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to celebrate the wonderful life of Angelo 
Russo, upon the joyous occasion of his 100th 
birthday. 

Mr. Russo was born on November 11, 1908, 
in the beautiful village of Caserta, Italy, where 
he farmed his whole life. In 1933, at the age 
of 25, he married the love of his life, the late 
Michelina. Together they raised four children, 
one girl, Giovanna and three boys, Andrea, 
Gennaro and the late Mario. Angelo and 
Michelina were married for forty years until her 
passing in 1973. With an unwavering love and 
commitment to his family, and the realization 
of Italy's harsh economic climate, Mr. Russo 
gave his blessings to his sons as they left 
home to journey to America in search of op- 
portunities and possibilities. Mr. Russo re- 
mained in Italy until 1993, when he packed his 
belongings and said goodbye to all he held 
dear within the valleys and hills of his beloved 
Italian homeland, and at the age of 85, came 
to live with family in America. 

Although adjusting to life in America was dif- 
ficult at times, Mr. Russo has enjoyed the re- 
newed closeness with his sons and their fami- 
lies. His love for gardening is evident every 
year, as he assists and directs the planting, 
maintenance and harvesting of the family gar- 
den. Remarkably, even as he was nearing the 
age of ninety, Mr. Russo was still an avid cy- 
clist, riding his bicycle throughout Greater 
Cleveland's west side suburbs for ten to fif- 
teen miles at a time. He continues to enjoy 
gardening, red wine, espresso, homemade 
Italian cooking and most of all, he continues to 
covet the love of his family—his children, 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honoring Angelo Russo, as we join him 
in celebration of his 100th birthday. Mr. Russo 
is the foundation of his family in America and 
in Italy—and his wonderful life's journey con- 
tinues to shine through his frequent smile, wis- 
dom, and kind heart. His life continues to tran- 
scend time and distance—spanning an ocean, 
two continents and one hundred years. We 
wish Mr. Russo, and his family—in Cleveland 
and in Caserta, a beautiful birthday celebration 
e desiderare che lei ama, la pace, la salute e 
la felicità sempre. 


THE AUSTRIANS ARE RIGHT 
HON. RON PAUL 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. PAUL. Madam Speaker, many Ameri- 
cans are hoping the new administration will 
solve the economic problems we face. That's 
not likely to happen, because the economic 
advisors to the new President have no more 
understanding of how to get us out of this 
mess than previous administrations and Con- 
gresses understood how the crisis was 
brought about in the first place. 
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Except for a rare few, Members of Congress 
are unaware of Austrian Free Market econom- 
ics. For the last 80 years, the legislative, judi- 
ciary and executive branches of our govern- 
ment have been totally influenced by Keynes- 
ian economics. If they had had any under- 
standing of the Austrian economic explanation 
of the business cycle, they would have never 
permitted the dangerous bubbles that always 
lead to painful corrections. 

Today, a major economic crisis is unfolding. 
New government programs are started daily, 
and future plans are being made for even 
more. All are based on the belief that we're in 
this mess because free-market capitalism and 
sound money failed. The obsession is with 
more spending, bailouts of bad investments, 
more debt, and further dollar debasement. 
Many are saying we need an international an- 
swer to our problems with the establishment of 
a world central bank and a single fiat reserve 
currency. These suggestions are merely more 
of the same policies that created our mess 
and are doomed to fail. 

At least 90 percent of the cause for the fi- 
nancial crisis can be laid at the doorstep of 
the Federal Reserve. It is the manipulation of 
credit, the money supply, and interest rates 
that caused the various bubbles to form. Con- 
gress added fuel to the fire by various pro- 
grams and institutions like the Community Re- 
investment Act, Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, 
FDIC, and HUD mandates, which were all 
backed up by aggressive court rulings. 

The Fed has now doled out close to $2 tril- 
lion in subsidized loans to troubled banks and 
other financial institutions. The Federal Re- 
serve and Treasury constantly brag about the 
need for "transparency" and "oversight," but 
its all just talk—they want none of it. They 
want secrecy while the privileged are rescued 
at the expense of the middle class. 

It is unimaginable that Congress could be 
so derelict in its duty. It does nothing but con- 
done the arrogance of the Fed in its refusal to 
tell us where the $2 trillion has gone. All Mem- 
bers of Congress and all Americans should be 
outraged that conditions could deteriorate to 
this degree. Its no wonder that a large and 
growing number of Americans are now de- 
manding an end to the Fed. 

The Federal Reserve created our problem, 
yet it manages to gain even more power in the 
socialization of the entire financial system. The 
whole bailout process this past year was char- 
acterized by no oversight, no limits, no con- 
cerns, no understanding, and no common 
sense. 

Similar mistakes were made in the 1930s 
and ushered in the age of the New Deal, the 
Fair Deal, the Great Society and the supply- 
siders who convinced conservatives that defi- 
cits didn't really matter after all, since they 
were anxious to finance a very expensive def- 
icit-financed American empire. 

All the programs since the Depression were 
meant to prevent recessions and depressions. 
Yet all that was done was to plant the seeds 
of the greatest financial bubble in all history. 
Because of this lack of understanding, the 
stage is now set for massive nationalization of 
the financial system and quite likely the means 
of production. 

Although it is obvious that the Keynesians 
were all wrong and interventionism and central 
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economic planning don't work, whom are we 
listening to for advice on getting us out of this 
mess? Unfortunately, its the Keynesians, the 
socialists, and big-government proponents. 


Who's being ignored? The Austrian free- 
market economists—the very ones who pre- 
dicted not only the Great Depression, but the 
calamity we’re dealing with today. If the crisis 
was predictable and is explainable, why did no 
one listen? It's because too many politicians 
believed that a free lunch was possible and a 
new economic paradigm had arrived. But 
we've heard that one before—like the philoso- 
pher's stone that could turn lead into gold. 
Prosperity without work is a dream of the 
ages. 

Over and above this are those who under- 
stand that political power is controlled by 
those who control the money supply. Liberals 
and conservatives, Republicans and Demo- 
crats came to believe, as they were taught in 
our universities, that deficits don’t matter and 
that Federal Reserve accommodation by mon- 
etizing debt is legitimate and never harmful. 
The truth is otherwise. Central economic plan- 
ning is always harmful. Inflating the money 
supply and purposely devaluing the dollar is 
always painful and dangerous. 


The policies of big-government proponents 
are running out of steam. Their policies have 
failed and will continue to fail. Merely doing 
more of what caused the crisis can hardly pro- 
vide a solution. 


The good news is that Austrian economists 
are gaining more acceptance every day and 
have a greater chance of influencing our fu- 
ture than they’ve had for a long time. 


The basic problem is that proponents of big 
government require a central bank in order to 
surreptitiously pay bills without direct taxation. 
Printing needed money delays the payment. 
Raising taxes would reveal the true cost of big 
government, and the people would revolt. But 
the piper will be paid, and that’s what this cri- 
sis is all about. 


There are limits. A country cannot forever 
depend on a central bank to keep the econ- 
omy afloat and the currency functionable 
through constant acceleration of money supply 
growth. Eventually the laws of economics will 
overrule the politicians, the bureaucrats and 
the central bankers. The system will fail to re- 
spond unless the excess debt and mal-invest- 
ment is liquidated. If it goes too far and the 
wild extravagance is not arrested, runaway in- 
flation will result, and an entirely new currency 
will be required to restore growth and reason- 
able political stability. 


The choice we face is ominous: We either 
accept world-wide authoritarian government 
holding together a flawed system, OR we re- 
store the principles of the Constitution, limit 
government power, restore commodity money 
without a Federal Reserve system, reject 
world government, and promote the cause of 
peace by protecting liberty equally for all per- 
sons. Freedom is the answer. 
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IN HONOR OF WEST SIDE MARKET 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of Cleveland’s West Side Mar- 
ket on the occasion of its 96th anniversary, 
and in recognition of it being named one of 
the Top Ten Great Public Spaces for 2008 by 
the American Planning Association. 

The Cleveland West Side Market was built 
by the City of Cleveland from 1907 to 1912 
and has since been a cultural landmark 
through which all of Cleveland's diverse ethnic 
communities can share their culture and food. 
Throughout the year, over 100 vendors sell 
fresh, locally produced goods—including fresh 
seafood, meats and baked goods—at this 
unique fresh food market located on the cor- 
ner of West 25th Street and Lorain Avenue. 
Customers from all over the Greater Cleveland 
Area come to enjoy a variety of local produce 
and traditional European, South American and 
Middle Eastern food among local retail shops, 
restaurants and apartment buildings. The 
West Side Market has long been an anchor of 
community in Cleveland—with vendors boast- 
ing stands that have been in their families for 
generations. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of the West Side Market in Cleve- 
land, Ohio on the occasion of its 96th anniver- 
sary and in recognition of its inclusion in the 
American Planning Association's Top Ten 
Great Public Spaces for 2008. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. DAVE WELDON 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand- 
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol- 
lowing information for publication in the CON- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks | re- 
ceived as part of H.R. 2638, the Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009: 

Requesting Member: Rep. DAVE WELDON 
(FL-15). 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 

Account: DOD, Other Procurement, Navy. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Northrop 
Grumman Corp. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 1000 Wilson 
Blvd, Suite 2300, Arlington, VA 22209. 

Description of Request: ALMDS is a major 
technology innovation in Airborne Mine Coun- 
termeasures that will revolutionize the U.S. 
Navy's ability to rapidly detect and localize 
near-surface and moored mines in the littorals. 
ALMDS will provide Navy assured access to 
Pacific Rim and Middle East Littoral waters by 
providing wide-area, 3-D imagery capable of 
detecting and classifying types of mines. 
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IN HONOR OF PARLIAMENTARIANS 
FOR NUCLEAR NON-PROLIFERA- 
TION AND DISARMAMENT 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of Parliamentarians for Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation and Disarmament (PNND) 
and in recognition of their dedication to edu- 
cating and engaging parliamentarians around 
the world to promote nuclear non-proliferation. 

PNND is an international non-partisan net- 
work devoted to establishing channels of com- 
munication between parliamentarians around 
the world and to providing them with current 
nuclear weapons policies in order to raise 
awareness for the need to abolish the use of 
nuclear weapons. Currently, PNND's member- 
ship consists of over 500 parliamentarians 
from over 70 countries worldwide who are en- 
gaged in nuclear non-proliferation initiatives. 
This year, PNND marked the 40th anniversary 
of the International Non-Proliferation Treaty 
with the Nuclear Weapons Convention initia- 
tive—a declaration presented by the European 
Parliamentarian section of PNND. The Nuclear 
Weapons Convention is an initiative dedicated 
to promoting multilateral negotiations that 
would lead to the elimination of nuclear weap- 
ons. | join with the members of PNND in sup- 
porting this important initiative. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of Parliamentarians for Nuclear 
Non-Proliferation and Disarmament, and in 
recognition of their dedication to promoting 
disarmament and international human rights. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. DAVE WELDON 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand- 
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol- 
lowing information for publication in the CON- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks | re- 
ceived as part of H.R. 2638, the Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009: 

Requesting Member: Rep. DAVE WELDON 
(FL—15). 

Bill Number: 
RDTE. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Northrop 
Grumman Corp. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 1000 Wilson 
Blvd, Suite 2300, Arlington, VA 22209. 

Description of Request: The MP-RTIP radar 
is modular and scaleable in design enabling 
the USAF to share development efforts be- 
tween the smaller radar intended for the Glob- 
al Hawk and a larger radar for a larger aircraft 
like the Е—8. More importantly, the large radar 
can detect and track targets with a much 
smaller radar signature—such as cruise mis- 
sile or small targets on the ground. 


H.R. 2638 Account DOD, 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 
HON. DAVE WELDON 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand- 
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol- 
lowing information for publication in the CON- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks | re- 
ceived as part of H.R. 2638, the Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009: 

Requesting Member: Rep. DAVE WELDON 


(FL-15). 

Bill Number: H.R. 2638. 

Account DOD,  Procurement—Defense 
Wide. 

Legal Мате of  Requesting Entity: 


Soneticom Inc. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 1045 John 
Rodes Blvd., West Melbourne, FL 32904. 

Description of Request: FeC was built to au- 
tonomously identify, capture and accurately 
geo-locate RF Signals of Interest (SOI) used 
by our enemies. Initial test deployments have 
provided relevant field information that cannot 
be easily derived from any other source. This 
has generated an immediate tactical field need 
for FeC systems. 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Madam Speaker, pur- 
suant to Republican Leadership standards on 
earmarks, | am submitting the following infor- 
mation for publication in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD regarding earmarks | received as part 
of H.R. 2638, The Consolidated Security, Dis- 
aster Assistance, and Continuing Appropria- 
tions Act, 2009. 

Requesting Member: ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
(FL-18). 

Account: Defense, Research Test and Eval- 
uation (Army). 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: University 
of Miami. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 1252 Memo- 
rial Dr, Ashe Administrative Building Room 
230, Coral Gables, FL 33146. 

Description of Request: | received an ear- 
mark of $5,000,000 of funding for the Center 
for Ophthalmic Innovation at the Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute be used to help develop 
new modalities of treatment and ensure direct 
treatment of military personnel through the de- 
velopment of relevant ophthalmic telemedicine 
initiatives. The Center for Ophthalmic Innova- 
tion (ONOVA) is located within the Bascom 
Palmer Eye Institute, which has been rated as 
the #1 eye hospital in the nation. This funding 
will aid ONOVA in continuing research on ad- 
vanced ocular imaging technology enabling 
more accurate diagnosis of hereditary retinal 
disease, better monitoring of treatments for 
wet and dry macular degeneration, rapid and 
cost-effective screening for diabetic retinop- 
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athy, better evaluation of refractive surgical 
outcomes, and the ability to qualify dry eye 
disease. Additionally, the Center is developing 
new operational systems for ophthalmic tele- 
medicine to bring high quality eye disease 
screening to military personnel as well as 
every United States citizen. Eye health is vi- 
tally important to the Department of Defense 
as active military personnel must have perfect 
visual acuity to carry out their duties effec- 
tively. At least 16% of war casualties are due 
to eye trauma, and millions of retired military 
personnel suffer from age-related eye disease. 
A spending plan for the project will include 

Spending Plan: Center for Ophthalmic Inno- 
vation Budget. 

There are three separate programs and we 
have separated the salaries. 


$445,205 
454,797 
245,853 
120,945 


Imaging and Telemedicine 
Prevention and Restoration 
Retinal Degeneration Florida Eye Disease Project Prevention .. 
Minor equipment and supplies .................................................. 


Total Direct Costs .... 
Indirect Costs . 
TATRAC 20% 


1,266,799 
653,201 
480,000 


$2,400,000 


EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. DAVE WELDON 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand- 
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol- 
lowing information for publication in the CON- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks | re- 
ceived as part of H.R. 2638, the Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009: 

Requesting Member: Rep. DAVE WELDON 
(FL-15). 

Bill Number: H.R 2638 

Account: DOD, RDTE. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: Harris 
Corporation. 

Address of Requesting Entity: 
NASA Blvd, Melbourne, FL 32919. 

Description of Request: DTP will be a pow- 
erful multi-processor for hosting new capabili- 
ties such as Time Sensitive Targeting, Multiple 
Target Tracking, Automatic Target Cueing, 
and the ability to distribute this target informa- 
tion to other warfighters. 
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EARMARK DECLARATION 


HON. DAVE WELDON 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Thursday, November 20, 2008 


Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam Speaker, 
pursuant to the Republican Leadership stand- 
ards on earmarks, | am submitting the fol- 
lowing information for publication in the CON- 
GRESSIONAL RECORD regarding earmarks | re- 
ceived as part of H.R. 2638, the Consolidated 
Security, Disaster Assistance, and Continuing 
Appropriations Act, 2009: 
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Requesting Member: Rep. DAVE WELDON 
(FL-15). 

Bill Number: HR 2638. 

Account: Military Construction. 

Legal Name of Requesting Entity: EDC of 
Florida's Space Coast. 


Address of Requesting Entity: 597 Haverty 
Court, Suite 100, Rockledge, FL 32955. 

Description of Request: Construct a perma- 
nent Satellite Operations Support Facility 
(SOSF). The new facility will support existing 
and future satellite processing operations for 


GPS Il, GPS Ill, the Space Based Infrared 
System (SBIRS) and future generations of 
military satellites. The new facility will provide 
a consolidated location for approximately 140 
personnel. 
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SENATE—Monday, November 24, 2008 


(Legislative day of Thursday, November 20, 2008) 


The Senate met at 9:30 and 12 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able BYRON L. DORGAN, a Senator from 
the State of North Dakota. 


AERE 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 24, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BYRON L. DORGAN, a 
Senator from the State of North Dakota, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. DORGAN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL 10 A.M., 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 2008 


Mr. DORGAN. Under the previous 
order, the Senate stands in recess until 
Wednesday, November 26, 2008, at 10 
a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 9:30 and 41 
seconds a.m., recessed until Wednes- 
day, November 26, 2008, at 10 a.m. 
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SENATE—Wednesday, November 26, 2008 


(Legislative day of Thursday, November 20, 2008) 


The Senate met at 10 and 14 seconds 
a.m. on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able RICHARD J. DURBIN, à Senator 
from the State of Illinois. 


a 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 26, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable RICHARD L. DURBIN, a 
Senator from the State of Illinois, to per- 
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. DURBIN thereupon assumed the 
Chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL 2 P.M., SATURDAY, 
NOVEMBER 29, 2008 


Mr. DURBIN. Under the previous 
order, the Senate stands in recess until 
Saturday, November 29, 2008, at 2 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 10 and 40 
seconds a.m., recessed until Saturday, 
November 29, 2008, at 2 p.m. 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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November 29, 2008 


SENATE-—Saturday, November 29, 2008 


(Legislative day of Thursday, November 20, 2008) 


The Senate met at 2 and 3 seconds 
p.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able PATRICK J. LEAHY, à Senator from 
the State of Vermont. 


NR 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, November 29, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, section 3, of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable PATRICK J. LEAHY, à 
Senator from the State of Vermont, to per- 
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. LEAHY thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


i—mar 


RECESS UNTIL TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 2, 2008, 10:30 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Tuesday, 
December 2, 2008, at 10:30 a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 2 and 30 
seconds p.m., recessed until Tuesday, 
December 2, 2008, at 10:30 a.m. 
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SENATE—Tuesday, December 2, 2008 


(Legislative day of Thursday, November 20, 2008) 


The Senate met at 10:30 and 2 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able JON TESTER, à Senator from the 
State of Montana. 


ae 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 


Washington, DC, December 2, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen- 
ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 5, 2008, AT 11 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Friday, 
December 5, 2008, at 11 a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 10:30 and 27 
seconds a.m., recessed until Friday, De- 
cember 5, 2008, at 11 a.m. 
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December 5, 2008 


SENATE—Friday, December 5, 2008 


(Legislative day of Thursday, November 20, 2008) 


The Senate met at 11 a.m., on the ex- 
piration of the recess, and was called to 
order by the Honorable BENJAMIN L. 
CARDIN, a Senator from the State of 
Maryland. 


Se 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, December 5, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable BENJAMIN L. CARDIN, 
a Senator from the State of Maryland, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. CARDIN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL MONDAY, 
DECEMBER 8, 2008, AT 3 P.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until 3 p.m., on 
Monday, December 8, 2008. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11 and 28 
seconds a.m., recessed until Monday, 
December 8, 2008, at 3 p.m. 
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SENATE—Monday, December 8, 2008 


(Legislative day of Thursday, November 20, 2008) 


The Senate met at 3 p.m., on the ex- 
piration of the recess, and was called to 
order by the Honorable JIM WEBB, a 
Senator from the Commonwealth of 
Virginia. 


PRAYER 


The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of- 
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, Your joy in our heart 
promised us to praise You. Thank You 
for the opportunity to serve You and 
country. Thank You for unsung heroes 
and heroines on Capitol Hill, staffers 
and others who work diligently and 
skillfully to safeguard our freedom. Re- 
mind them that You see their faithful- 
ness and will reward their dedication. 
May their faithfulness produce a har- 
vest that will bring deliverance and se- 
curity to our Nation and the world. 

Lord, during this season of anticipa- 
tion and appreciation, transform our 
gratitude into unselfish service. May 
our service to humanity be a candle 
that will dispel darkness and illu- 
minate the road ahead. 

We pray in the Name of the Light of 
the World. Amen. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The Honorable JIM WEBB led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, December 8, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JIM WEBB, a Senator 
from the Commonwealth of Virginia, to per- 
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. WEBB thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The majority leader is recog- 
nized. 


SCHEDULE 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will pro- 
ceed to a period of morning business 
with Senators allowed to speak for up 
to 10 minutes each. We will be in a pe- 
riod of morning business for up to 1 
hour. 


Ee 


AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY LOAN 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I can say 
with certainty that not one of the 100 
Members of the Senate approaches the 
work ahead of us this week with a 
sense of glee. 

The past American century has been 
defined, in no small part, by the manu- 
facturing ingenuity, raw power, and 
limitless possibilities embodied by our 
automobile industry. 

Packard, Nash, Studebaker, Hudson, 
Plymouth, they are all gone. There are 
others. Ford, General Motors, and 
Chrysler are American icons. Yet we 
now see that all three teeter on the 
brink of collapse, due in no small part 
to their own ineptitude. 

Although the blame for this des- 
perate state falls squarely on the 
shoulders of those who run the Big 
Three, the consequences of their fail- 
ures could broadly impact our entire 
country. The jobs of millions of Amer- 
ican workers are at stake, along with 
the financial security of millions of 
families. So while we take no satisfac- 
tion in loaning taxpayer money to 
these companies, we know it must be 
done. 

Today, the stock market, which will 
be open for a few minutes more, a little 
over an hour, today was up by more 
than 300 points as I walked into the 
Chamber today. Why? Because Con- 
gress is trying to save Detroit. We 
must act, not to reward the executives 
of the Big Three for their failures but 
to invest in the millions of Americans 
who could face the consequences of 
their failures. 

I strongly disagree with the Bush ad- 
ministration’s refusal to use funds 
from the Troubled Asset Relief Pro- 
gram. They should have done it. TARP, 
that is what it is called. These monies, 
we believe, should be used to help the 
auto industry. 


Speaker PELOSI, Chairman DODD, 
Congressman FRANK, and I wrote the 
President last week, urging him to act 
because of the financial risks of the 
collapse of one or more of the Big 
Three. The President’s refusal to do so 
requires Congress to take action. 

I wish to especially thank Senator 
CHRIS DODD and Congressman BARNEY 
FRANK, who worked through the week- 
end to come up with legislation that 
will give the automakers a chance to 
clean house and return to a responsible 
path toward profitability. It was lit- 
erally of no personal benefit to Senator 
DODD and Congressman FRANK for 
doing what they did; it was simply the 
right thing to do. Their staffs have 
been heroic soldiers, in their legisla- 
tive efforts, working literally around 
the clock for the last 4 or 5 days. 

And because of their efforts; that is, 
the two chairs and their valiant staffs, 
we have legislation before us, or soon 
will have, that will provide funds to see 
the auto companies through to the end 
of the first quarter of next year. 

But this is no blank check or blind 
hope. If the companies fail to develop a 
plan that will lead to long-term com- 
petitiveness and profitability, if they 
fail to stick to that plan, the loan can 
be recalled. That is what the intended 
law says. We require strong oversight, 
executive pay standards, and taxpayer 
protection, such as warrants and a pro- 
hibition on dividends, to ensure that 
taxpayers stand to benefit if and when 
this plan succeeds. 

There is no perfect or good answer to 
this problem. No solution will satisfy 
everyone and no legislation would be 
cause for celebration. But if Senators 
are willing to work together the next 
few days, we can pass legislation that 
represents good legislation, though not 
perfect, that will enable America’s 
largest single manufacturing base to 
continue and, in the immediate future, 
bound forward once again to be the 
power of America’s manufacturing sec- 
tor. 


EE 


RECOGNITION OF THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Republican leader is recog- 
nized. 


——— oÓÜ 


AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY HELP 


Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 
Congress returns this week at a time of 
grave concern about the state of our 
Nation’s economy. Americans are wor- 
ried about the credit markets that 
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Serve as the lifeblood of our Main 
Street economy. They are worried 
about the broader financial industry. 
And now they are worried about the 
possibility of another major convulsion 
coming from the auto industry, an im- 
portant source of jobs throughout 
America, including my own State of 
Kentucky. 

As we consider new legislation this 
week, we must first ensure that we do 
no harm to taxpayers later in our ef- 
forts to help any one particular indus- 
try now. That is why Republicans in- 
sist that any proposal aimed at helping 
the auto industry include a firm com- 
mitment on its part to significant and 
fundamental reform. Troubled auto- 
makers cannot expect taxpayer help 
without a serious commitment to 
change their ways permanently. 

Any assistance from Congress would 
hold the auto industry accountable to 
essential reforms from day one. And it 
would include enforcement capabili- 
ties, including strict, immediate ac- 
countability апа oversight.  Auto- 
makers should not expect any new ap- 
propriations. Congress will not draw on 
funds that have already been des- 
ignated to stabilize the entire economy 
in order to help one sector of it. 

As Congress works to help stabilize 
the broader economy, we cannot expose 
the taxpayers to new burdens without 
the promise of avoiding in the future 
the same mistakes that created these 
problems in the first place. This is the 
principle that should guide all of us in 
this week's negotiations. I am con- 
fident it will guide Republicans. 


a 


RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 


Ee 


MORNING BUSINESS 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business, with Senators per- 
mitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Missouri is rec- 
ognized. 


———— л акы — 
CRISIS IN AUTO INDUSTRY 
Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise 


today to speak on the issues facing the 
crisis in the auto industry as well as 
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the Department of the Treasury’s 
Troubled Asset Relief Program ог 
TARP. 

As the economy continues its severe 
downturn, American families across 
the country face challenges on a level 
not experienced for decades. With hun- 
dreds of thousands of jobs being lost 
each month, small businesses and mil- 
lions of Americans struggling to meet 
everyday needs, the Federal Govern- 
ment is being challenged to come up 
with new solutions. We are clearly in à 
unique time as we are experiencing an 
economic downturn unparalleled since 
the Great Depression. 

Our Government has already taken а 
number of emergency actions to pre- 
vent an economic calamity but new 
crises continue to develop. The latest 
and, of course, we think right now the 
most noticeable crisis is the potential 
collapse of the domestic auto industry. 

Unlike many other industries, the 
auto industry touches millions of jobs 
and many manufacturing and service 
industries throughout the Nation. We 
are not talking only about auto- 
workers in assembly plants, we are also 
talking about auto suppliers, dealer- 
Ships, repair shops, steel, glass, and 
plastic industries. 

These auto-related jobs are not just 
in big cities such as Detroit and Cleve- 
land, St. Louis, or Kansas City, those 
jobs support families in small- and me- 
dium-sized communities across rural 
America in places in my home State 
such as Dexter, Fenton, Mexico, River- 
side, Maryville, Moberly, Versailles, 
and Joplin. I have been meeting with 
many of these people in the last few 
weeks. 

But despite the real need for tem- 
porary emergency assistance to save 
jobs in Missouri and across the coun- 
try, I do not support a taxpayer-funded 
blank check that will prop up failed 
business models without getting the 
changes that are vitally needed. 

It is a disservice to the American 
taxpayer to throw good money after 
bad, when these big businesses contrib- 
uted to their problems. I share and un- 
derstand the ‘‘bailout fatigue’’ of most 
taxpayers, a lot of folks in my State, 
and we are troubled by the Government 
intervention in the private market. 
But I think it is important to note the 
failures of the auto companies, like the 
financial markets, are more than just a 
failure of the markets and the indus- 
try. It also occurred due to Govern- 
ment actions, some of which were 
pushed by the Congress. 

Congress helped bring about $4-a-gal- 
lon gasoline that pushed car sales down 
before the credit crisis—in which we 
also had a hand—shut off car loans. 

Our country, however, is facing a 
unique economic emergency and now is 
not the time to point fingers of blame. 

It is a time to examine carefully all 
policy options, including the option of 
doing nothing. But doing nothing for 
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the auto industry would mean allowing 
them to go into bankruptcy. Unfortu- 
nately, bankruptcy takes several 
years, and many consumers would not 
purchase a car or a truck from a com- 
pany in bankruptcy. In fact, recent re- 
search studies suggest that 20 to 30 per- 
cent of shoppers avoided purchasing do- 
mestic autos in October due to the 
speculation of bankruptcy. In other 
words, bankruptcy would likely lead to 
the end of the auto industry. If they 
were to go into chapter 11, debtor in 
possession financing is required to get 
out of chapter 11, but with the credit 
markets frozen, where would they get 
that money? That is what we are talk- 
ing about today. 

The collapse of the auto industry 
would not be without cost to the tax- 
payers. The loss of hundreds of thou- 
sands—if not millions—of jobs would 
severely strain our social safety net, as 
taxpayer funds would have to be used 
for unemployment benefits, health 
care, and other necessary social serv- 
ices. 

For these reasons, I decided I would 
not turn my back on families, small 
businesses, and communities in Mis- 
souri and across the Nation, but I 
would also not turn my back on tax- 
payers and simply throw money after 
the problem. Facing an economic crisis 
that is only going to get worse, I be- 
lieve—I have believed, as I do now—ac- 
tion is necessary. This is why I worked 
to craft a bipartisan bill with my col- 
leagues: Senators LEVIN, VOINOVICH, 
STABENOW, BROWN, SPECTER, and 
CASEY. This bipartisan bill, called the 
Auto Industry Emergency Bridge Loan 
Act, would provide temporary emer- 
gency assistance to the auto industry 
but hold the companies accountable by 
requiring specific plans with real and 
significant cost-control measures and 
cuts. Specifically, the Levin-Bond bill 
includes three key principles. First, 
the bill must have strong taxpayer pro- 
tection. This means taxpayers will be 
repaid for the emergency assistance, 
and taxpayers would share in the turn- 
around profits of participating auto- 
makers. Second, the bill includes exec- 
utive accountability so that failed ex- 
ecutives will not be rewarded for poor 
management. Third, and most impor- 
tant, the bill includes significant fi- 
nancial reform so that recipients of 
taxpayer funds must demonstrate they 
have a plan to ensure long-term com- 
petitiveness, health, and profitability 
by bringing their costs under control. 

This bill would require all stake- 
holders—including management, labor, 
creditors, and shareholders—to make 
sacrifices. The companies must take 
real restructuring reform measures 
that address unproductive and duplica- 
tive lines and legacy costs that are 
burdensome. Our original bill said we 
must have the Secretary of Commerce 
make that decision because that is not 
a decision we in this body can sit down 
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and make with stacks of plans in front 
of us. We want experts in the Depart- 
ment of Commerce and those they 
bring in from the outside to determine 
whether these plans are workable, 
whether they meet the criteria. One of 
the ideas that has been floated is to 
have a car ezar to bring together inter- 
ested stakeholders, including manage- 
ment, unions, and creditors, to nego- 
tiate long-term financial viability 
plans for participating auto manufac- 
turers and component suppliers, or we 
need an oversight board to oversee the 
use of emergency loan funds and imple- 
mentation of any completed financial 
viability plans to make sure the funda- 
mental reforms are made. If there is à 
czar to be appointed, I strongly suggest 
and I am sure the current administra- 
tion would consult closely with the 
Obama transition team to make sure 
they had somebody who was mutually 
acceptable who would work in the 
Commerce Department with the re- 
Sources there to advise the Secretary, 
the President, and the President-elect 
that these plans are, in fact, viable. 

It is important to note that the plan 
we understand is being discussed—and 
our bill—does not provide any new tax- 
payer funds. Instead, it uses previously 
appropriated funds to provide the 
emergency bridge loans under the pro- 
gram. These funds are then to be repaid 
to that fund to be used for the original 
clean car retooling program. Similarly, 
using these new funds will not be al- 
lowed to change any of the clean car ef- 
ficiency requirements originally im- 
posed on automakers. 

It is encouraging for me and my col- 
leagues to hear in the media that many 
of the people working on it—the leader- 
Ship—have stated publicly their sup- 
port for the general approach and prin- 
ciples outlined in the Levin-Bond bill. 
While the news has been generally en- 
couraging, we have not seen any de- 
tails of the bill being developed by the 
Democratic leadership. I have been un- 
able to find out from the White House 
if they have seen the details or the 
wording. It is absolutely important, to 
Secure the votes to pass this bill in the 
Senate, that it contain these key prin- 
ciples: taxpayer protection, executive 
accountability, and a viable long-term 
plan specifically laid out so that we 
know where they are going. Without 
that, I do not believe the Senate can or 
Should pass that bill. There must be 
Strong powers to ensure that restruc- 
turing measures will be enforced. The 
czar should be appointed, if we get one, 
by the administration, in cooperation 
with the President-elect. Providing 
even a short-term bridge loan without 
a real enforceable plan is not a respon- 
sible approach. Funds must be condi- 
tioned on a strong restructuring strat- 
egy so that the taxpayers have con- 
fidence that it is a bridge loan to some- 
where that will lead to long-term fi- 
nancial viability, competitiveness, 
health, and profitability. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


TARP 


Mr. BOND. Before closing, I offer a 
few comments on the TARP program. 
Since enactment of the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act in early 
October, the Treasury Department has 
Spent almost all of its initial $350 bil- 
lion under TARP to recapitalize sev- 
eral banks and financial institutions. 
It has been reported that the Treasury 
Secretary may request the remaining 
$350 billion as early as this week. 
Under the law, the President must sub- 
mit à written request that details the 
Treasury Secretary's plan to use the 
additional funds, and Congress has 15 
days to enact a disapproval resolution. 
However, given the track record of the 
Treasury’s use of the initial $350 billion 
of TARP funds, it is difficult for many 
of us to feel confident that the Depart- 
ment will spend additional funds in an 
effective and efficient manner. The ad- 
ministration is going to have to dem- 
onstrate that it has addressed a num- 
ber of very serious implementation 
issues. As à Senator from the Show Me 
State, I expect to see them. 

Some of these issues are related to 
the management and oversight of the 
funds as reported last week by the U.S. 
Government Accountability Office, the 
GAO. In its report, the GAO uncovered 
a number of management and oversight 
deficiencies that raise serious ques- 
tions about the program's integrity, 
accountability, transparency, and ef- 
fectiveness. Frankly, the GAO's find- 
ings were very troubling. The GAO 
pointed to the Treasury Department's 
inadequate staffing, failure to establish 
a mechanism to track billions in tax- 
payer funds provided to the banks, and 
failure to establish a system on how it 
would monitor compliance with execu- 
tive compensation limitations required 
by the legislation. In other words, it 
appears the Treasury is unable to tell 
taxpayers how their funds are being 
Spent and whether the money is being 
Spent in а reasonable and effective 
manner. I don't think that is accept- 
able. 

The GAO also uncovered other trou- 
bling findings, such as Treasury’s lack 
of action to address the foreclosure cri- 
sis. As we all know, the housing fore- 
closure crisis is at the center of the fi- 
nancial credit crisis. In recognition of 
this, the EESA included specific lan- 
guage for the Secretary to address the 
housing crisis. Unfortunately, Treas- 
ury has not taken sufficient action as 
communities and families across the 
country continue to be devastated by 
foreclosures. Loan modification efforts 
are failing, as evidenced by the Treas- 
ury Office of Comptroller—the OCC— 
data released this morning. According 
to the OCC, about 36 percent of bor- 
rowers were more than 30 days past due 
on loan payments 3 months after their 
loan was modified and nearly 53 per- 
cent were more than 30 days late after 
6 months. What is going on here? 
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These findings raise significant ques- 
tions, if not doubts, about both private 
and Government loan modification ef- 
forts, including those through the De- 
partment’s so-called HOPE NOW Pro- 
gram. As I previously warned, the ad- 
ministration’s and Congress’s push to 
use the Federal Housing Administra- 
tion to prevent foreclosures by refi- 
nancing subprime and troubled loans 
may end up costing taxpayers a lot of 
money in the near future. Rescuing the 
FHA through taxpayer funds is not sur- 
prising to those who have watched the 
FHA closely and know they have long- 
standing management and oversight 
problems and lack of resources. Clear- 
ly, a more aggressive, comprehensive, 
and smarter approach to the fore- 
closure crisis must be taken if we are 
to recover from the recession. 

The housing crisis has now spread 
from subprime mortgages to prime 
mortgages as economic factors impact 
borrowers’ ability to pay their mort- 
gages. Due to expansion of the mort- 
gage crisis, it is critical that we find 
measures to protect and create jobs. 
The importance of jobs and its impact 
on the housing crisis further raises the 
importance of devising a responsible 
rescue package for the auto industry 
since millions of jobs are at risk—over 
3 million jobs in the Nation, 220,000 
jobs in Missouri. 

TARP has also disappointed me by 
the ad hoc implementation of the pro- 
gram. Prior to the creation of TARP, 
the Department seemed to be impro- 
vising on a daily basis its intervention 
with financial markets. One of our in- 
tents in creating TARP was to provide 
a structure and coherency to the Gov- 
ernment’s approach to the financial 
crisis. That we have not seen. Before 
this and the next administration sub- 
mit a request for the remaining TARP 
funds, we expect to have answers to the 
questions and issues raised by the GAO 
and others. The Government needs to 
provide more certainty on how it will 
address the financial and economic cri- 
sis and provide answers to taxpayers on 
how it has spent taxpayers funds al- 
ready provided. 

These are very serious times. I want 
to see action by this Congress. I want 
to see us move quickly. But I also want 
to see action by the auto industry to 
advise the czar or the Secretary of 
Commerce, and I want to see action by 
the Treasury to give us a better idea of 
how TARP funds are being used, how 
they will be accounted for, how they 
are going to be implemented, and how 
they are going to be used. If they don’t 
have an approach, I will come forward 
with a suggestion on how we restruc- 
ture those home loans that are in cri- 
sis. 

I ask unanimous consent that Sen- 
ator BROWNBACK be added as a cospon- 
sor to S. 3715, the Auto Industry Emer- 
gency Bridge Loan Act. 
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The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. BOND. I yield the floor and sug- 
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I ar- 
rived at the same time as the distin- 
guished Senator from North Dakota, 
and I ask unanimous consent that he 
be recognized following my brief pres- 
entation. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


——— € 


ECONOMIC AID TO AUTO 
INDUSTRY 


Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition to discuss the issue 
as to what Congress should do, if any- 
thing, with respect to economic aid to 
General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler. 
This is an issue which has been very 
much in the news, with the prospect 
that one or more of these companies 
might not survive—probably would not 
survive—in the absence of some aid 
from the U.S. Government. 

Last Tuesday, I convened à meeting 
in Philadelphia attended by key execu- 
tives from each of the Big Three, labor 
leaders, the head of the Pennsylvania 
AFL-CIO, the head of the Pennsylvania 
United Auto Workers Community Ac- 
tion Program, and the head of the 
Philadelphia Labor Council. Also in at- 
tendance were dealers, suppliers, and 
economists to review the situation, to 
get а background, to understand it bet- 
ter, to provide for the consideration 
this week of the issue which will be be- 
fore the Senate. 

At that meeting, the Big Three 
painted à very gloomy picture. Ford 
was in the best position of the three, 
having arranged credit some time ago, 
and they had a request pending for 
some $9 billion in standby aid. They 
were not asking for it, but only want it 
available in case their situation came 
to the point where they actively need- 
ed it in order to survive. The CEO of 
Ford said that if the $9 billion was re- 
quested and received, he would then 
serve for a dollar a year. 

The projections from General Motors 
and Chrysler were considerably gloom- 
ier than Ford, with the statements 
made that if they did not get aid by the 
end of the year, they might have to go 
into bankruptcy, or to Chapter 11 
bankruptcy proceedings. The suppliers 
were very concerned about the impact 
on their situation. The auto dealers 
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were similarly concerned. Labor is very 
worried about the loss of jobs. So it 
was a very gloomy meeting overall. 

On Thursday, I convened a meeting 
in the Lehigh Valley. We did not have 
representatives of the Big Three, but 
we did have labor locally, dealers, 
bankers, economists who evaluated 
that situation. I joined with Senators 
LEVIN, STABENOW, BOND, VOINOVICH, 
and BROWN on November 20 in endors- 
ing legislation to assist the Big Three, 
to say that it is something I would be 
willing to consider in light of the pro- 
jected difficulties and the ripple effect 
it could have on the economy. 

My statement in the news conference 
which we held and a statement on the 
Senate floor was that my view was lim- 
ited to consideration of such economic 
aid conditioned on the Big Three hav- 
ing plans to move forward which would 
present the realistic likelihood that 
they would be able to succeed. Consid- 
erable attention was given in the meet- 
ings which I held last week in Pennsyl- 
vania to the alternative of bankruptcy, 
and there have been many who have 
said bankruptcy would be the appro- 
priate course as bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings were held with the steel in- 
dustry and the airlines, and that was 
the way to resolve the issue if the Big 
Three could not survive. One point 
which all of the Big Three agreed upon 
was that if one failed, they were all 
going to fail. 

The considerations with respect to 
bankruptcy which were considered at 
the two meetings I held were the con- 
tention that bankruptcy would be un- 
acceptable to have the survival or hav- 
ing the Big Three come out of bank- 
ruptcy because of the difference be- 
tween the automobile manufacturer 
situation contrasted with the steel in- 
dustry or with the airlines. When buy- 
ers are looking for a car or looking for 
a warranty, they expect the companies 
to be in existence for protracted peri- 
ods of time, so that the argument was 
made that Chapter 11 proceedings or 
bankruptcy generally would not be ac- 
ceptable. 

I commented at these meetings, as I 
did on the Senate floor and in the news 
conference which the six Senators had 
on November 20, that the public senti- 
ment is very much opposed to bailouts. 
After the $700 billion legislation was 
passed on October 3, I traveled the 
State of Pennsylvania and had town 
meetings. I found the temperature of 
my constituents was at the boiling 
point, 212 Fahrenheit, and, in fact, the 
thermometers were broken. I com- 
mented to the town meeting attendees 
that the vote which was taken in the 
Senate was a strong vote—74 to 25— 
which was a very strong vote, because 
of the potentially catastrophic con- 
sequences of what would happen to the 
economy. We didn’t like the bailout of 
Bear Stearns or the bailout of AIG, and 
Lehman Brothers was not bailed out, 
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and there were major regulatory prob- 
lems which would be addressed by the 
Congress. Those who had made false 
representations on the balance sheets 
saying that the companies were worth 
falsified figures, knowing them to be 
false—that is fraud—and there were in- 
vestigations, criminal investigations 
underway, and that as in the Enron sit- 
uation, people could go to jail for mak- 
ing those false representations. But I 
make that comment because of the 
public view which is opposed to the so- 
called bailouts; that it ought not to be 
the Government which picks winners 
and losers, but it ought to be the mar- 
ket which picks winners and losers. I 
repeat what I have said in prior floor 
statements which is that the Big Three 
have a very steep burden of proof and 
that the Big Three will have to come 
up with a plan which is reasonably and 
realistically calculated to succeed. We 
are now talking about various over- 
sight provisions, talking about limited 
compensation, golden parachute plans 
which will make the Big Three com- 
petitive in a very difficult market, and 
taking a look at the drastic reduction 
of automobile sales. But one factor 
came through loudly and clearly, and 
that was the potential consequences if 
the automotive industry—the Big 
Three—collapse, that we would be 
without the major portion of the indus- 
trial base in the United States, which 
as we all know in time of national 
emergency, in time of war, is indispen- 
sable for the defense of our country. 

So my staff and I and my colleagues 
are all taking a very close look at the 
proposals which the Big Three have 
made. I had a request to meet with 
General Motors and we will be doing 
that tomorrow. We are talking to a lot 
of people who were totally opposed to 
economic aid from the Federal Govern- 
ment. So we have to weigh the con- 
sequences as to what happens if eco- 
nomic aid is not given. It is hard to 
calculate what the consequences will 
be on the economy, but some of the 
predictions are virtually catastrophic. 
We must weigh that against the likeli- 
hood of the success of the plans, and it 
all depends on the quality of those 
plans. 

I thank the Chair. I know Senator 
DORGAN is close at hand, but in the ab- 
sence of any other Senator seeking rec- 
ognition, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the role. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senator 
from New Mexico be recognized for 1 
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minute, I believe, and following which 
I would be recognized. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

The Senator from New Mexico is rec- 
ognized. 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. 
thank my colleague. 


ee 


REMEMBERING ALICE MARTIN 
KING 


Mr. BINGAMAN. Last night, Alice 
King, one of New Mexico’s most re- 
spected and best loved citizens, died as 
a result of a stroke. This is a tremen- 
dous loss to our State, and certainly to 
her husband, former Governor Bruce 
King, and her sons Bill and Gary and 
all of the family. 

Anyone who has lived in New Mexico 
for any amount of time in recent dec- 
ades has actually felt they were a part 
of the King family in a way. Repub- 
licans and Democrats alike, ranchers 
or lawyers or pipefitters or school- 
children, the Kings knew virtually ev- 
eryone in our State, and nearly every- 
one in the State felt they knew the 
Kings. Certainly our State has bene- 
fited from the decades of public service 
the many members of the family have 
given, led by Bruce and Alice. He was 
the Governor of our State three times 
in three different decades and by his 
side always was his partner Alice. He 
was at her side last night. 

She was always more than just the 
Governor’s wife. She was a leader in 
our State on children’s issues. She was 
the force behind the creation of a cabi- 
net level department, the Department 
of Children, Youth and Families. A vig- 
orous, tireless, undaunted advocate for 
children, she lifted them and their 
issues to the top of our State’s list of 
priorities, and she was their champion. 

New Mexico has lost an invaluable 
citizen, one whose accomplishments 
are part of our history and part of our 
future. She was a great person, a great 
friend to many people, including my 
wife Anne and me. We join the King 
family in grieving the loss of this won- 
derful woman and remembering her 
with appreciation and love. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 


m 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that morning busi- 
ness be extended for 1 hour, with Sen- 
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. DORGAN. I ask unanimous con- 
sent to be recognized as in morning 
business for 20 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


President, I 
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AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY LOAN 
BAILOUT 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, this 
week there will be a lot of discussion 
on the floor of the Senate about a 
bridge loan to the automobile industry 
in this country. I wish to speak about 
a bit of it here. It is quite clear that 
this country faces very serious finan- 
cial problems—perhaps the most seri- 
ous in my lifetime. We know that 
thoughtful leadership can help move 
this country past these problems and 
to address these problems, but they in- 
deed are very serious. 

Here is a description of the jobs that 
have been lost since the first of this 
year. Nearly 2 million private sector 
jobs have been lost this year. 

This is kind of sanitary and doesn’t 
mean so much in terms of numbers. 
But every one of those nearly 2 million 
people had to go home this year to tell 
a loved one or their family that they 
didn’t have a job any longer. A job is 
what makes much of the other things 
that are good in our life possible. Near- 
ly 2 million have lost jobs. 

Most Americans who have some sort 
of retirement savings, whether it is a 
401(k) ог an IRA, if they have looked— 
and some have not—they have discov- 
ered that 30 to 40 percent of that is now 
gone, washed away by a serious finan- 
cial crisis. Millions of people have lost 
their homes and millions more will un- 
less something is done. It is one thing 
to lose a home, it is another thing to 
lose a job; but to lose a job and a home 
is a devastating blow to the American 
family. This is more than some sort of 
normal contraction of the business 
cycle. 

I have said before that I taught eco- 
nomics in college. When you teach eco- 
nomics, you teach about the business 
cycle. There is а contraction phase and 
an expansion phase of the business 
cycle. 

This is not a recession that is a re- 
sult of a contraction phase of the busi- 
ness cycle. This is something very dif- 
ferent. This is à financial collapse, a fi- 
nancial crisis. This is manmade. This is 
not some force of nature that is visited 
upon а population. This is à result of 
reckless business practices by some of 
the largest financial firms in this coun- 
try. 

Unfortunately, instead of dealing 
with the cause, there is much effort 
now to throw money at the biggest 
firms in the country that helped steer 
our economy into the ditch. I am not 
suggesting there is not a requirement 
to make a very significant investment 
in portions of the economy to try to 
provide buoyancy and some lift to steer 
this country out of the recession. But 
there is an old country saying that the 
water won't clear up until you get the 
hogs out of the creek. What I see day 
after day is the movement of money to 
the very interests that steered this 
country into the ditch and caused the 
wreck in the first place. 
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This morning, I read in the Wall 
Street Journal about the CEO of Mer- 
rill Lynch, who is suggesting to the di- 
rectors that he get а 2008 bonus of as 
much as $10 million. Merrill Lynch is 
one of the companies that has been in 
some difficulty. In fact, Merrill Lynch 
has been purchased and, as you will 
note from this chart, the top five banks 
that received taxpayer funds—I have 
not only listed them, but I talked 
about the amount of derivatives hold- 
ings they have. A substantial part of 
this recklessness has been hedge fund 
and CDOs and credit default swaps. 
J.P. Morgan got $25 billion in bailout 
funds, with $91.3 trillion in notional 
value as their derivatives holdings. 
Citigroup got $45 billion in bailout 
funds, plus we have guaranteed $306 bil- 
lion of their toxic assets as well; and 
they have $37 trilion in derivatives 
holdings. The list goes on. 

Bank of America got $15 billion, and 
they have $39 trillion in notional value 
of derivatives. This is what I call dark 
money." Nobody knows where it is; no- 
body knows who is liable for it; nobody 
knows what kind of exposure this ran- 
cid, reckless dark money imposes on 
the balance sheets of America's finan- 
cial institutions. 

We are discovering that some of the 
largest financial institutions in the 
country failed, and the Treasury Sec- 
retary came to the Congress about а 
month and a half ago and said: I want 
$700 billion, and I want it in 3 days; 
otherwise, the economy will collapse. 
He got the $700 billion but not in 3 
days. 

He said: I want the $700 billion in 
order to buy toxic assets from the bal- 
ance sheets of some of the largest fi- 
nancial institutions. I said at that time 
that I would not vote for it unless pro- 
visions require rulemaking to regulate 
the kinds of institutions that have 
Steered this country into the ditch. 

They said that was not possible. Then 
I said that it is not possible for me to 
vote for $700 billion if we are not put- 
ting regulations into place to give us 
the protection the American taxpayer 
needs. So what we have seen now in re- 
cent days and weeks is the Treasury 
Secretary decide: Well, I am not going 
to do what I said I was going to do with 
the $700 billion. Instead of buying toxic 
assets from the balance sheets of the 
largest financial institutions, I am 
going to invest capital in some of 
America's largest banks, with the 
thought that they will expand lending. 
The credit markets are frozen, and we 
can get the economy moving again. 
The Treasury Secretary said: I am not 
going to do what I told the Congress I 
was going to do. Instead, I am going to 
increase the capital in banks. He got 
$125 billion and put it into nine banks, 
some of which didn't want it. He didn't 
Say that as a result of this you have to 
expand lending or as а result of this 
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you cannot provide bonuses or as a re- 
sult of this you cannot provide divi- 
dends. He gave them the money with 
no strings attached. It made no sense 
to me at all. 

Some of this money is moving around 
into the dark crevasses of the financial 
institutions that were engaged in some 
of the most reckless financial practices 
I have seen in my lifetime, and with no 
conditions at all. It is interesting to 
me—and I am not here to make the 
case for the auto loan. I think the 
bridge loan to the automobile industry 
is probably something you have to do 
to avoid putting 2, 8, or 4 million peo- 
ple on the unemployment rolls at à 
time when the economy is teetering on 
the edge of а cliff. But the fact is, when 
the automobile industry executives 
came to this town, I came to the floor 
and said it was ham-handed what they 
did and that they ought to agree to 
work for a dollar à year. They have 
been making $2 million à month. They 
have been doing right well. I thought it 
was a ham-handed approach the first 
time they showed up here. 

But the discussion about any bridge 
loan to the automobile industry is а 
different discussion than the one that 
happened with all of the financial in- 
dustries. When the Treasury Secretary 
anted up $45 billion in total to 
Citigroup—and they said, by the way, 
we will also guarantee $306 billion of 
bad assets that you have on your 
books—did he ask for any conditions 
on that? Were there any restrictions? 
Did anybody get fired or lose their job 
in this company? Were there any re- 
strictions on the use of that money? 
Were there any restrictions that they 
cannot pay bonuses? Did anybody say 
that they ought to park their private 
jets? No, not at all. 

The biggest financial institutions 
have been showered with massive quan- 
tities of money, with no significant 
conditions. So today one of the failed 
institutions—at least one of the insti- 
tutions that had to be purchased in 
order to be saved—the CEO says to the 
board of directors: I want a $10 million 
bonus for this year. This is à company 
that suffered $11.6 billion in losses this 
year, and the CEO says he wants a $10 
million bonus. You talk about bone- 
headed. Are they not learning any- 
thing? We are talking about American 
taxpayer dollars being spent around 
this Wall Street crowd by the Treasury 
Secretary in massive quantities, with- 
out any restrictions that I am aware 
of. There is no accountability. By the 
way, you cannot even find trans- 
parency. Here is what we think is hap- 
pening. By the way, this comes from 
pretty good reporting from Bloomberg 
and some others. So far, the federal fi- 
nancial bailout has put $8.5 trillion in 
taxpayer money at risk. The Federal 
Reserve programs, we are told at this 
point, guarantee about $5.5 trillion. 

As you know, they opened their win- 
dow for the first time in history for di- 
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rect lending to investment banks at 
the Federal Reserve Board. We don’t 
know what the taxpayers are on the 
hook for. Here is what some people 
have been forced to dig up, after we 
were promised there was going to be 
complete transparency, that the Amer- 
ican people are going to be part of it. 
Some reporters have done some work. 
The Federal Reserve Program has $5.5 
trillion pledged; FDIC pledges $1.5 tril- 
lion; Treasury Department, $1.1 tril- 
lion; Federal Housing Administration, 
$300 billion. So that is $8.5 trillion put 
at risk so far. 

The question is, where is the ac- 
countability? Where is the oversight? 
Where is the regulatory schematic that 
says we are not going to allow this to 
happen again? I come from ranching 
country, southwestern North Dakota. 
We raise cattle and horses. I under- 
stand the notion about closing the 
gate. You cannot forget to close the 
gate. Nobody is closing the gate—no- 
body. I want to remind some folks that 
part of the origin of this goes back al- 
most 10 years to the Financial Mod- 
ernization Act. We were hopelessly old- 
fashioned, we were told. Senator 
Gramm from Texas led the effort. It 
was the Gramm-Leach-Bliley financial 
modernization bill. There were restric- 
tions in place, such as Glass-Steagall 
and others, relative to investments in 
real estate and securities. They said 
let’s get rid of those restrictions. They 
are hopelessly old-fashioned. So Con- 
gress got rid of all those restrictions. 
President Clinton signed it. A good 
number in his administration sup- 
ported getting rid of those restrictions. 
I was one of eight Senators on the floor 
of the Senate who voted no. I said I 
think we will see massive taxpayer 
bailouts within a decade. When you put 
together real estate, securities and in- 
surance with banking, you are asking 
for trouble. By the way, add to that a 
new administration that came in and, 
for the last 8 years, said we are inter- 
ested in being willfully blind with re- 
spect to regulation. So the Financial 
Modernization Act was passed, and it 
was let them do what they want. They 
loaded up companies with massive 
amounts of risk. 

One other thing, and I have described 
this before. I want to remind people. 
This is Countrywide, the biggest mort- 
gage bank in the country. They told 
people this: Do you have less than per- 
fect credit? Do you have late mortgage 
payments? Have you been denied by 
other lenders? Call us. They said: Come 
here if you have bad credit. We will 
give you a loan. 

Milennia Mortgage said: 12 months, 
no mortgage payments. That’s right, 
we will give you the money to make 
the first 12 months’ payments. We will 
pay for it. 

Here is Zoom Credit: Credit approval 
is seconds away. At the speed of light 
we will preapprove you for a loan. Even 
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if your credit is in the tank, Zoom 
Credit is like money in the bank. We 
specialize in credit repair and debt con- 
solidation. Bankruptcy, slow credit, no 
credit, who cares. Come to us. 

They will all be making a fortune. 
Mr. Mozilo ran Countrywide, and he 
left with $200 million when the whole 
thing collapsed. They said: Get a loan 
from us. It is called a subprime loan. It 
is called a no-documentation-of-income 
loan, or a no-doc loan. If you want a 
no-doc loan, we have it. How about a 
loan where you don’t have to pay any 
principle at all? Or, even better, you 
don’t have to pay on the principle or 
even all of the interest. We will put it 
on the back side of the note. Isn’t that 
unbelievable? Why did they do that? 
They were making a massive amount 
of money. They put these loans out, 
and then they would securitize them 
and slice them and dice them like saw- 
dust in sausage and then sell them up 
the line. The mortgage banks sell them 
to a hedge fund, or an investment bank 
sells it to a hedge fund. They are all 
making big fees, grunting and shoving 
like hogs in a corn crib, massive 
amounts of money, big bonuses. 

They built a house of cards. Mean- 
while, regulators are dead from the 
neck up, content to be willfully blind. 
The house of cards began to collapse. 
When it began to collapse, it caused a 
significant problem with this entire 
economy. As I have described, millions 
of people lost their homes, millions are 
out of work, and there will be more in 
the future. Unfortunately, the question 
is, What do we do next? I am all for 
doing emergency things, and I believe 
it is very important to do as President- 
elect Obama has suggested. You need 
to invest to try to get the economy 
moving again. It makes a lot of sense 
to me to invest in the kinds of things 
that produce an asset for the future. 
We should build roads and bridges and 
repair infrastructure and schools and 
libraries and water projects—the kinds 
of things that invest in this country’s 
future—because all of that puts Amer- 
ican people back to work, on payrolls. 
And when people are working again, 
people are consumers again and they 
are going into the stores and creating 
an economy that is vibrant and ex- 
panding once again. That is what we 
have to do. 

There are more things I think that 
would make some sense, and one of the 
things I think, in addition to the stim- 
ulus program the President-elect is 
talking about, which I intend to be 
very supportive of, are some tax incen- 
tives we should also consider. These 
things, if you put an end date on them, 
if you make these investments before 
the end date, they can stimulate eco- 
nomic activity in the short term. For 
example, a temporary 15-percent in- 
vestment tax credit for manufacturers 
and producers in order to buy crucial 
equipment and machinery purchases; 
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extending for 18 additional months en- 
hanced 50-percent bonus depreciation; 
extending enhanced $250,000 business 
expensing—all of these things are in- 
centives to say, in this case to busi- 
nesses, if you make this investment 
now, there is a tax incentive for doing 
so. 
That is also what tends to kickstart 
this economy—a program that would 
provide an opportunity for a stimulus 
investment and a program of directed 
tax incentives that would get this 
country moving once again. 

Mr. Arthur Levitt had a piece in the 
Wall Street Journal a while back titled 
“How to Restore Confidence in Our 
Markets. A Unified Regulator Would 
Be a Start." Let me quote it for a 
minute. 

Our Nation's financial markets are in the 
midst of their darkest hour in 76 years. We 
are in this situation because of an adherence 
to a deregulatory approach ... Our regu- 
latory system failed to adapt to important, 
dynamic and potentially lethal new financial 
instruments as the storm clouds gathered. 
Trust in our institutions and faith in the 
system are . imperative to the func- 
tioning of our markets. Creating a regulator 
that stands on the side of investors and over- 
sees the broad market will help restore that 
trust. 

We don't have а choice. We cannot 
continue to allow that which has hap- 
pened in the past to happen in the fu- 
ture. Yet there is no urgent discussion 
here about what kind of regulation is 
necessary. He talks in this piece about 
the new financial instruments. What 
has happened in recent years is we 
have a lot of financial engineers on 
Wall Street who create these exotic 
products. It is all about making 
money. They create all these exotic 
products that turn out to be unregu- 
lated, many of which you cannot even 
understand. The question is, are we 
going to continue to allow that or will 
we do something that requires а reform 
of that system. 

I think we need a financial reform 
commission that would report back in 
6 months on how you reconstruct this 
System, because we can't continue to 
allow the system that existed to exist 
going forward. We have to make 
changes; otherwise we will be back 
here in another decade with the same 
kind of problems. 

Obviously, we have to pull this coun- 
try's economy out of the hole. There is 
no question. That is going to be а hard 
lift, but I am convinced this country 
will do that. And it won't be so much 
what happens in this Chamber as it 
will be out in the country. I have de- 
Scribed previously many times that 
this economy, in my judgment, is all 
about confidence. When the American 
people are confident in the future, they 
do the things that manifest that con- 
fidence. They buy a suit of clothes, 
they take a trip, they buy а car or buy 
a house. They do the things that rep- 
resent their confidence in their job, 
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their family, and their security. That 
is the expansion side of this economy. 
It is very hard for people to be con- 
fident right now in this economy and 
in the future. We have to do the things 
that will say to people: You can be con- 
fident. We will stop the hemorrhaging 
of job loss, we will put in place regula- 
tions to make sure this never happens 
again. 

We have to find a way to make these 
reforms and changes that are signifi- 
cant and will give people some con- 
fidence about the future. The things we 
have seen over a long period of time 
are pretty disgusting. I have described 
on the floor of the Senate one of the 
companies—I know one should perhaps 
not always use company names. I try 
not to, but from time to time it is wor- 
thy to do so. One of the companies that 
got in trouble here was a bank called 
Wachovia; a big bank, as a matter of 
fact. They loaded themselves up with 
lots of bad assets and had to be pur- 
chased. They got in a lot of trouble. 
Well, you know what, this wasn’t the 
first time. Wachovia, at the same time 
it was loading up with bad assets, was 
buying sewer systems in Germany. 

Now, why would an American bank 
want to buy a sewer system in a city in 
Germany? Why? Because they did a 
sale-leaseback. They bought a sewer 
system of underground sewer pipes in a 
German city and leased the pipes back 
to the city. So there was never any 
change in the way the sewer was used, 
but it allowed an American bank to de- 
preciate sewage pipes in a German city 
and save themselves hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars on their U.S. tax bill. 

You know, if you have that kind of 
mindset going in, it is not surprising to 
me you are going to buy a bunch of bad 
assets in pursuit of maximum profits. 
If your pursuit of profits as an Amer- 
ican company is to buy a sewage sys- 
tem in a German city, it is not sur- 
prising to me that they ran into the 
ditch with bad assets. It is the kind of 
thing that destroys any confidence peo- 
ple have about this system of ours. 

This economic system has been a 
miracle. This economic engine of ours 
has been the envy of the world. But we 
simply can’t continue in the direction 
we have seen in recent decades. It is 
not all one party’s fault, for sure, but 
those who have counseled self-regula- 
tion of some of the biggest financial in- 
stitutions in this country have done 
the American people no favor. Regula- 
tion is necessary with respect to the 
marketplace. That’s just a fact. I know 
of nothing more important to allocate 
goods and resources than the market- 
place. And I am a big advocate of the 
free market, but the free market needs 
a regulator. It needs someone who 
wears a striped shirt with a whistle and 
calls the fouls. What we have seen is 
some of the biggest financial institu- 
tions in this country engage in the 
most reckless, bizarre behavior I have 
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ever seen. Now the American taxpayer 
is stuck with the bill and the economy 
is in the ditch, and we are trying to fig- 
ure out how to pull it out. 

Let me conclude by talking for a mo- 
ment about the automobile industry. I 
want to show a chart. This chart shows 
what has happened to auto industry 
sales this month versus the same 
month a year ago. General Motors is 
down 41 percent, Ford down 31 percent, 
Nissan down 42 percent, Toyota down 
34 percent, and Honda down 32 percent. 
As I indicated earlier, I am not a big 
fan of the automobile industry. I don’t 
think they have been particularly in- 
novative or on the cutting edge in 
some areas. I think in some areas they 
have made some real progress. But I 
think it is very difficult, when you go 
into this kind of economic trouble with 
a pretty weak balance sheet, and then 
face the loss of 40 percent of your prod- 
uct sales, to then skate through that. 
So the question is this: Does this in- 
dustry matter to the country? I don’t 
think you long remain a world-class 
economic power unless you have a 
world-class manufacturing capability, 
and a significant part of that capa- 
bility in this country is in the auto- 
mobile industry. 

I am not someone who would support 
saying: Yes, let us provide money to 
the auto sector, such as the money 
that has been provided to the financial 
sector. This is a small fraction of what 
has been provided to the biggest banks 
in the country, with no strings. We 
have not seen one of those people in 
front of a committee being questioned 
about how they got here, what airplane 
they took to Washington, DC, who is 
going to lose their job, who is account- 
able, how much of a bonus did you get, 
and how much do you want for next 
year. None of those questions for the 
big financial industries. But the auto 
executives have been here and they 
have been told there is no bridge loan 
for you unless there are specific plans, 
a roadmap, of how you are going to get 
out of this. 

The only question I ask is this: In a 
country where we have lost nearly 2 
million jobs since January of this year, 
and are teetering on the edge of a cliff 
with our economy, if we see a bank- 
ruptcy, or a series of bankruptcies 
here, and we see 2 or 3 million more 
people on the unemployment rolls, 
what does it mean to this economy? 
How much deeper will this recession 
be? How much more difficult will it be 
to pull this country out of a steep de- 
cline? That is the question. 

When Secretary Paulson came to us 
saying he wanted $700 billion in 3 days, 
I was one of those who said no, and I 
am glad I did because I don’t think 
that money has been used appro- 
priately. I don’t think there is any ac- 
countability or transparency with re- 
spect to the use of that money. That 
has to change. We are going to decide 
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in the coming couple of days whether 
we are going to do something here with 
& bridge loan for the auto industry, 
with substantial conditions. And if 
those conditions are appropriate, I be- 
lieve there is à road to а better future 
for this industry. I want us to come 
down on the side of preserving millions 
of jobs. But that responsibility rests 
with this industry to give us the plans 
that provide us with some assurance 
and some confidence about the future. 

These are extraordinarily difficult 
times. When I started, I talked about à 
debate on Wall Street once again about 
$10 million bonuses for a failed firm ex- 
ecutives. Imagine, there is no culture 
change here when we have had the kind 
of financial wreckage that exists in 
this country, and à company that lost 
$11 billion last year has а CEO asking 
for а $10 million bonus. I ask: Have you 
lost all common sense? Are you totally 
disconnected from the world? It makes 
no sense to me. We have to have a deep 
reservoir of common sense in the way 
we deal with these issues if we are 
going to get through this, and I believe 
we will get through this. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of а quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I am 
worried about the process we have been 
undergoing here in the Senate in re- 
cent weeks, and I expressed that con- 
cern. I know Senator DORGAN indicated 
he voted against the $700 billion bail- 
out, and I did, too, for a lot of reasons, 
one of which was I thought it was un- 
thinkable that the Senate, the one 
body in this Government that is sup- 
posed to look at the long-term effect of 
a piece of legislation on America, was 
stampeded. I think my colleague from 
Alabama, Senator SHELBY, said we pan- 
icked and we threw $700 billion at one 
man, the Secretary of the Treasury, 
and basically allowed him to utilize it 
in any way he chose, although he told 
us explicitly that he desired to use it 
to purchase toxic assets—that is, bad 
mortgages—from banks so those banks 
would not have the economic threat of 
a bad mortgage on their books and 
could be able to lend money and this 
would fix the financial crisis. There 
was a superhighway and a big truck 
laying across it, and all we had to do 
was get this truck off and the financial 
markets would be open again. Within a 
week or 2 weeks, Secretary Paulson 
had changed his mind. Directly con- 
trary to what he told us he wanted to 
do, he bought stock in 10 banks at hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars, the likes of 
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which this country had never seen be- 
fore, and we never talked about that 
one bit in the Senate. 

Mr. President, $700 billion is an in- 
credibly large sum to commit this 
country to. I hope we will get most of 
it back. I do not believe we will get all 
of it back. I hope we at least get some 
of it back. But I would note to my col- 
leagues that 5 years of the Iraq war 
cost this country $500 billion. In a few 
days, we authorized $700 billion. But it 
really was not just $700 billion because 
they had added in there a lot of pork 
items. This followed appropriations for 
$25 billion in loans for the automobile 
companies that was included in the 
Continuing Resolution in September, 
which was hardly even discussed. It 
was put in the bill, to my knowledge, 
with virtually no real discussion in the 
Senate about how to help them transi- 
tion their plants to make more energy- 
efficient automobiles—just tacked it in 
there. 

But you remember the fear if we 
didn’t pass the bill the first day they 
brought it up. It had to be passed be- 
fore the Asian markets opened the next 
day. It didn’t happen. We went a week 
or 10 days later, and the world didn’t 
collapse. We finally passed the thing, 
and a lot of people have doubts whether 
it has helped much at all. 

Regardless, I just would say that this 
Senate has responsibilities to the tax- 
payers of America. When we are talk- 
ing about tens of billions of dollars or 
hundreds of billions of dollars—the 
largest expenditure of funds on any one 
project in the history of this Republic, 
$700 billion—we need to ask ourselves 
what this means. One of the things it 
means is that everybody else will want 
to get into the act. Before the ink was 
dry on that, here come the automobile 
companies. 

Let me say briefly, Americans are 
going to have to think about this. 
After 9/11, we had a little stimulus 
package—it was little compared to the 
one we have now—but we sent out 
checks then. The economy was in a 
state of nervous exhaustion and a 
spasm of economic disturbance. Our 
deficit hit about $412 billion in 2002. I 
think that was the highest deficit in 
dollar terms this Nation had ever had. 
In the ensuing years, through fiscal 
year 2007, the deficit fell to $161 billion. 
Then, earlier this year, it was decided 
it would be a good idea to have another 
stimulus package, and we sent out 
these hundreds of dollars in checks to 
all Americans. It was about $100 bil- 
lion, a little over $100 billion. We just 
sent out the checks, and that was sup- 
posed to help fix the economy. In that 
economic slowdown, this September 30, 
when the fiscal year for 2008 budget 
was ended, the fiscal year, the debt was 
$455 billion—the deficit, for one year. 

What is going to happen next year? 
Without counting the $700 billion as a 
loss to the Government, experts are 
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now telling us the deficit will exceed 
$455 billion. It will exceed $1,000 bil- 
lion—$1 trillion. But we have to pass 
another $34 billion or $15 billion, or 
whatever the number is, right now be- 
cause we have to act. We cannot ask 
too many questions, we cannot have 
too much debate because things might 
happen fast, and if we do not act you 
will be blamed for a company failing. I 
wish to say that somewhere along the 
line this Senate is the body that is sup- 
posed to ask the questions and slow 
this train down and actually go 
through the details and figure out what 
to do. 

But I know my good friend Senator 
REID, who has the toughest job in 
Washington—they have all been meet- 
ing with the Banking Committee and 
the automobile industry and the White 
House and special interests and labor 
unions—all through the weekend, they 
say. They didn’t invite me. They didn’t 
invite a lot of other Members of this 
Senate. So today they plopped down a 
bill that is supposed to move forward 
with a temporary fix of $15 billion, and 
we are supposed to say thanks for sav- 
ing us so much. One of our Members 
has said we have to do something in a 
hurry; we have 48 to 72 hours. Why 48 
to 72 hours? We have plenty of time, if 
we want to, to work at this thing. 

I know you have heard this state- 
ment, that bankruptcy is not a good 
way for the companies to go. Most peo- 
ple, when they think of bankruptcy, 
think of chapter 7 in bankruptcy, 
which is a liquidation of a company 
and its assets. All the people to whom 
that company owes money come in and 
line up, and the bankruptcy judge sells 
all the assets and parcels out what 
money is left—usually not very much— 
to those claimants. 

But there is another very common 
bankruptcy procedure called chapter 
11; it is called reorganization in chap- 
ter 11. You have heard the phrase 
“They sought protection in bank- 
ruptcy." If you file for bankruptcy 
under chapter 11, your company con- 
tinues to operate. Delta Airlines—I 
flew them yesterday—Delta Airlines in 
2005 was in bankruptcy for over a year. 
They came out of bankruptcy leaner, 
having confronted many of their dif- 
ficulties. They actually bought North- 
west Airlines. They are doing very well 
today. They didn’t disappear. They 
didn’t lay off all their workers. They 
didn’t shut the airline down, they con- 
tinued to operate. The automobile 
companies, if they seek reorganization 
and protection under chapter 11, will 
then be in a position to confront their 
excessive legacy costs to deal with con- 
tracts that are pulling them down. 

I think it was Mitt Romney whose fa- 
ther, in Michigan, was active in the 
automobile industry. He wrote an op- 
ed, and he calculated—others have used 
a similar figure, but I remember his— 
that an average American automobile 
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is carrying a $2,000 legacy cost, the 
cost that is а burden on them and 
keeps them from being competitive in 
the marketplace. How do you get out of 
that? They say we will meet and we 
will talk about it and we will appoint à 
czar and that czar will make these 
companies concede these contractual 
provisions. But contracts are not some- 
thing you have to concede. A contract 
is a binding document against the com- 
pany or against an individual. An indi- 
vidual doesn’t have to concede that 
contract, and many of them may not. 
Many of them will say: You guys can 
concede. You can cut your salaries, 
unions, but I am not cutting my health 
care benefits because I retired 10 years 
ago, and I still expect a health care 
benefit that exceeds 95 percent of the 
American workers’ health care benefits 
today; I want mine kept. Who is going 
to make them give that up? It cannot 
be done voluntarily. What about a deal- 
er and other groups, leaseholders who 
have claims against these companies? 
Why should they give up? 

But in bankruptcy, the whole pur- 
pose is to create an environment in 
which a judge can make some decisions 
about what it is going to take to save 
the company, to save the jobs. The 
judge has the power to amend these 
contracts and to say: The only way this 
company is going to survive is you 
health care guys are going to have to 
give some; you salaried people are 
going to have to give some; you execu- 
tives are going to have to give some; 
the dealers are going to have to give 
some. Otherwise, this company is going 
under. They have witnesses, they take 
testimony, and they all have the right 
to have their lawyer there and to 
present evidence. It is under oath, in 
detail, subject to cross-examination. 
Certified financial statements have to 
be produced. All of these things happen 
in bankruptcy. At the end, a bank- 
ruptcy judge, after hearing all of these 
arguments, will have as his or her goal 
the creation of a bankruptcy order that 
will allow the company to operate and 
to keep operating, keep making cars. 
They will not have to stop making cars 
during this whole process. They will 
continue. But if people cannot make 
claims against them, they can’t file 
lawsuits. All the lawsuits against the 
companies, if they can’t pay their 
debts, are stayed. It all stops. Nobody 
can levy against any of the property 
until the bankruptcy judge says so. I 
am amazed we are not going in that di- 
rection. For some reason, it seems that 
certain interests are objecting to the 
normal course of how a company 
should go about dealing with financial 
problems. 

I also believe a responsible Senate 
should be taken aback about the way 
this has all come about. First, $25 bil- 
lion was slipped in to help these com- 
panies move to more fuel-efficient 
automobiles—that program. But the 
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automobile executives came back a 
couple of weeks ago, about 2 weeks ago, 
and they asked for $25 billion on top of 
that—$25 billion more. They say: Just 
take it out of the $700 billion. We are 
not able to access this $25 billion you 
have already set aside for us. We have 
to do certain things on environmental 
issues, and we are not able to access 
that now. So if we want to do that— 
and we need $25 billion. They flew in in 
their big jets. They didn’t have any 
kind of coherent plan. Congress and the 
American people were aghast. They 
couldn’t imagine this $25 billion. 

My State of Alabama is about an av- 
erage size State—4 million people; we 
have 7 Congressmen. As I recall, our 
basic budget for the State is $6 billion 
or so a year, and that includes edu- 
cation and everything else a State 
needs. So I would say to you, $25 billion 
or $34 billion is a lot of money. 

These executives go home chastened, 
and their advisers whispered in their 
ears: You guys have to be humble. 
Don’t you understand? You were too 
arrogant. You have to go up there—you 
can’t fly. You have to drive up in your 
fuel-efficient automobile before you go 
back to Congress, and grovel a little 
bit, tell them you did something 
wrong. If you tell them you did some- 
thing wrong and grovel and act hum- 
ble, maybe you can get the money. 

So what did they do? They came back 
and they groveled and they say they 
made mistakes and they are so sorry. 
They want $34 billion. How humble is 
that? 

What the problem is—President-elect 
Obama said it: We want to make sure 
the money we are putting into this 
company is worth something. It is not 
supposed to be a gift, it is supposed to 
be a loan. 

Once you start putting money in a 
sinking company, as any banker will 
tell you—they refer to it as putting 
good money after bad—the more money 
you put into a corporation, the deeper 
they have you. You are the one who is 
hooked. You are the one who is stuck 
now because you are in $25, $34, $50, 
$100. What about if we just have an- 
other $50 after this $100, and maybe we 
will make it. If you don’t help us with 
another $50, you are going to lose the 
hundred—right? That is how these 
things go. That is the way bankers 
look at this situation, and they will 
not loan them the money. Bankers are 
not going to loan them the money be- 
cause they are too worried about it. 
The numbers don’t add up. Since the 
bankers will not loan them the money, 
they want to come to us and get us to 
loan them the money and take risks a 
reasonable banker would not take. 

Somebody says: Maybe it will not be 
a lot more than that; maybe this will 
be enough. It is pretty clear that no- 
body says the $15 billion would be 
enough, what we are apparently going 
to be asked to look at with the bill 
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that was just plopped down a little 
while ago. But at the Banking hearing 
last week, an independent analyst pre- 
dicted that it would be $75 billion to 
$125 billion to avoid them going into 
bankruptcy. 

So if they are going to go into bank- 
ruptcy, how much money do we need to 
help them avoid that? Well, this ana- 
lyst said it would be $75 to $125 billion. 
That is a lot of money. Maybe they 
should go into bankruptcy first, and 
then maybe we could see what the real 
facts are and have a judge and a hear- 
ing and evidence taken and decisions 
made. Maybe tough decisions could be 
made and maybe the Government can 
help a little bit and help them come 
out of there and keep these companies 
going at a reasonable price. 

So I would certainly like the com- 
petition. We certainly want these com- 
panies to be successful. But it has to be 
done consistent with the value and 
principles of America. 

There is no reason for us not to as- 
sume that we are going to be asked for 
more and more money to keep these 
companies alive under the cir- 
cumstances we are in today. 

I would ask a couple questions then. 
First, what certainty do we have that 
they will not be asking for many times 
the amount of money that is being 
asked for today? I think we are vir- 
tually certain. We know there is more. 
Within the bill, I would note, is a state- 
ment that we are authorizing—it is not 
putting up the money yet, it is a big 
step toward it—we are authorizing the 
full replenishment of the $25 billion 
fuel efficiency loan program. 

So the $15 billion that comes out, we 
are authorizing it, to put in more. The 
way the language is written, it is pret- 
ty clear that it goes further than that. 
What it does is it authorizes, on page 3, 
excuse me on page 11, the Secretary of 
Treasury—‘‘is authorized to be appro- 
priated to the Secretary of Treasury 
sums as being necessary for the pur- 
pose of replenishing the funds available 
to the President’s designee under this 
section.” 

So first of all it says: Yes, we take 
the $15 billion out of the existing loan 
program, but we are putting it back in 
immediately. The $700 billion is not re- 
duced, neither is the $25 billion we have 
already appropriated. Both of those 
have already been authorized and ap- 
propriated. We take this money out 
and we put every penny of it back in 
this same bill. A little slight of hand 
there; is it not? Sounds like it to me. 

Then it goes on to have other lan- 
guage that indicates, the way it is 
written, it authorizes up to another $25 
billion. So authorized in this bill, I 
think it is fair to say, based on our 
reading of it a few moments ago, since 
it just now appeared, that we are talk- 
ing about $49.5 billion being authorized 
for this problem. That is a lot of 
money. 
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It is somewhat different than the 
pitch that all we are doing is putting 
up $25 billion or $15 billion. And they 
are at least honest about this. They 
Say the $15 billion is just а bridge loan, 
and that at least by March they will be 
back asking for more. How much more, 
$75, $125 billion, without once having to 
submit themselves to the rigors of a re- 
organization process that current law 
provides for big corporations and little 
ones in America under chapter 11. 

Now, the legislation calls for the ap- 
pointment of а car czar. That is what 
they are calling it. It says this about 
the car czar. The guy is supposed to be 
able to meet with these executives, 
many of whom have spent their lives in 
the automobile industry, and it is 
going to tell them that: This is not a 
good idea. This is a good idea. Yes, you 
can do that. No, you cannot do that. 
We will not give you money unless you 
do such and so and tell them how to 
run their business. 

This is what it says on page 3, section 
3: 

The President will designate one or more 
officers of the Executive Branch, [a Federal 
Government bureaucrat] having appropriate 
expertise in such areas as economic sta- 
bilization, financial aid to commerce and in- 
dustry, financial restructuring, energy effi- 
ciency, and environmental protection, to 
carry out the purposes of this Act, including 
the facilitation of restructuring to achieve 
long-term financial viability of the domestic 
automobile manufacturing industry, and 
who shall serve at the pleasure of the Presi- 
dent. 

Which means the new President will 
remove the one President Bush puts in, 
I presume, and put another one, or cer- 
tainly have the authority to do so. 

This designee shall direct the disbursement 
of the bridge loans or enter into commit- 
ments for lines of credit for each automobile 
manufacturer that has submitted a request. 

Well, does it say anything about the 
person that is going to tell these com- 
panies, you know, we are going to tell 
them how to do this right? What would 
you tell them? Would you tell them: 
We are never going to make anymore 
big pickups, cancel all SUVs, put all 
your money into hybrid cars. We do 
not know how well they are going to 
sell and how people are going to con- 
tinue to buy them, but you can only 
use the money for these kinds of 
things. 

That is a dangerous action for a poli- 
tician to do. It is odd to me that the 
provisions of the act call for expertise 
in financial aid to commerce and in- 
dustry, environmental protection and 
energy efficiency and not one require- 
ment that the person knows anything 
about the automobile industry. I know 
I do not know much about it. I do know 
this. My father ran an International 
Harvester, a little town dealership, 
hardly made a living for us. I worked in 
his shop. I was a parts person in his of- 
fice. He only had four or five employ- 
ees. They squeezed him out because he 
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was too small, lucky to get out with 
his shirt. 

I was in high school. I remember that 
vividly. Well, certain things are not fi- 
nancially doable. He was not able to 
continue to operate an International 
Harvester truck and tractor dealership 
when he could only sell to so few cus- 
tomers, that he could not maintain the 
parts and the mechanics and the equip- 
ment necessary to maintain a viable 
business. 

Things change. He did not ask for a 
bailout. So the person who is supposed 
to be working on this is not required to 
have any knowledge whatsoever of the 
automobile business but is going to tell 
them how to run it, apparently. It 
looks like, does it not, that this would 
give another unelected official the 
"maximum flexibility" to appropriate 
taxpayers’ money as they see fit. 

Is this not the same mistake we 
made with the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury when we gave him $700 billion to 
parcel it out to his friends on Wall 
Street, however he felt like giving it. 

Now, the jobs bank, which is a very 
perverse problem the automobile in- 
dustry has. It was an agreement they 
made that would pay employees up to 
95 percent of their pay not to work. If 
they have been laid off, they get 95 per- 
cent of their pay. It defers health in- 
surance payments. Unions have said 
they would make concessions. That has 
been touted about. But they were only 
temporary concessions that the union 
has made on this. I am not sure what 
power a union has to tell a company 
that you no longer have to pay an em- 
ployee who agreed by contract to pay 
him 95 percent of his salary. How can 
they abrogate that contract? You can 
do it in bankruptcy. You cannot do it 
by voluntary agreement. 

So I have my doubts about how this 
can be fixed short of a bankruptcy. So 
I would ask: How can we reach an 
agreement that would bind the union 
or any other group that has contracts 
with the automobile industry to follow 
those agreements? 

I ask this question, even supporters 
of the deal admit that a bankruptcy 
may still be needed in the end. So does 
not this multibillion dollar bailout just 
delay actual productive restructuring? 
Is it not just a delay? I am afraid it is. 
It absolutely is unless we put more 
than $15 billion in, because with $15 bil- 
lion, everybody knows that is not 
going to be enough to keep them liquid 
throughout the next year. It is pretty 
well conceded. So are not we delaying 
the inevitable? 

I would also add, experts agree that 
to be successful, everyone makes con- 
cessions, must make concessions. So 
what concrete steps does this legisla- 
tion require of creditors, suppliers, 
unions or automobile dealers? It does 
not require any. I will answer that. 

Also, the legislation calls for the de- 
velopment of a long-term structuring 
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plan by the end of March. Doing so 
would require that various groups 
agree. Why do we think they will be 
able to accomplish this 3 months from 
now, when they have not been able to 
accomplish it in the last 3 months? 
How can these parties be forced to 
agree when they hold valid contracts 
for the automobile companies? 

Now, as I indicated earlier, we are 
taking a big risk without ensuring that 
reform is going to occur that would 
make these companies viable. Every- 
one knows major restructuring needs 
to be done, that they need to emerge 
from this process, as I say, as Delta did 
from bankruptcy, chapter 11 reorga- 
nization, leaner, more competitive, 
keeping their employees, giving them a 
future, providing for their retirement 
and health care as they committed to 
do but to be able to shed unnecessary 
costs that had the danger of sinking 
the entire ship. 

So we know that a banker today 
would not make a loan to these compa- 
nies under these conditions of vague 
promises of improvement in the future. 
You think they are not telling their 
bankers: Oh, we are going to make 
progress, if you just loan us money. 
Companies know more than that. They 
want some assurance. We represent the 
taxpayers of America. Should we not 
be more concerned about the assur- 
ances too? 

So we do have a regular order—I will 
conclude with this remark—a regular 
order in America. If a company gets to 
the point where they cannot meet their 
payroll, and they cannot pay all their 
debts, because they have a liquidity, a 
financial cash flow problem, the proce- 
dure is perfectly simply, you seek reor- 
ganization, you seek protection under 
chapter 11 in bankruptcy. 

The company continues to operate, 
the employees continue to be paid, and, 
in fact, one of the highest, I believe the 
highest, priority of a bankruptcy judge 
is to see that the employees are paid. 
That is the first thing that comes with 
the limited money in a company that 
is in financial problems, is to pay the 
workers for their work, and throughout 
that process the company can be reor- 
ganized. Witnesses are under oath, can 
testify to the real facts that we in Con- 
gress have no capability of 
ascertaining, and they will be able to 
present evidence that sheds light on 
some of these matters. The unions 
would have their lawyers, the dealers 
would have their lawyers, the suppliers 
would have their lawyers and argue a 
case and a judge is going to have to 
say: Mr. Supplier, you are going to 
have to take 75 percent of what they 
owe; they cannot pay you the whole 
amount. We have to keep this country 
going. Mr. Union, you are going to 
have to accept less. Mr. Dealer, you are 
going to have to accept less. Then we 
will try to pay this back once we pare 
this company down and get it leaner 
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and more efficient and more competi- 
tive and we are going to send it out 
there and we believe we can make this 
work. 

But if you liquidate the company 
today, you are not going to get half of 
what you are owed. You are not going 
to get à fraction of what you are owed. 
That is not the right thing. The whole 
motivation for a reorganization of pro- 
cedure under chapter 11 would be to 
save the company, to save the jobs and 
save the industry. This Senate has no 
business trying to act as some sort of 
super bankruptcy judge in a reorga- 
nization. Our action in sending out 
money enables the continuation of bad 
behavior. It pretty closely approxi- 
mates that psychological syndrome 
called enabler where the person who is 
drinking too heavily, instead of con- 
fronting the problem, the person's 
problem, you give them more money 
which allows them to continue to drink 
and they don't confront their problem 
and the problem continues to get 
worse. 

It is time to confront the problem. 
Let's save this industry, and let's do so 
within the legal procedures the Nation 
has. And at some point if we can help 
them financially, let's do so. But we 
need to be sure, on behalf of the tax- 
payers, that we know exactly what the 
circumstance is, that a full examina- 
tion of these companies has been un- 
dertaken. The idea of giving them bil- 
lions of dollars based on a very poor 
statement of need is not acceptable to 
the people of the United States. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CARDIN). Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I was 
in error earlier in saying that there 
was a $15 billion line item in this legis- 
lation that we saw. In looking at it 
with my staff, basically this legisla- 
tion, if it were to pass, would authorize 
the expenditure of $25 billion—really 
$24.5 billion—to the car companies. It 
also at the same time states that even 
though that money is coming out of 
the energy efficiency $25 billion, it also 
says that $25 billion will be available 
for expenditure in addition. So that is 
how I would say that as we read the 
legislation, it is an authorization of 
over $49 billion, in reality, to the auto- 
mobile companies. It would take an ad- 
ditional appropriation for $25 billion, 
but that would be a single step instead 
of the normal legislative process. It en- 
hances the ability for that to be ex- 
pended. I think that is a correct state- 
ment. There is no reference, as has 
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been discussed in the papers, about $15 
billion. But it authorizes the full 25. 

It says: There are authorized to be 
appropriated to the Secretary of En- 
ergy sums as may be necessary for the 
purpose of replenishing the funds made 
available to the President's designee 
under this section. It also says: No pro- 
vision shall be construed to prohibit or 
limit the Secretary of Energy from 
processing applications for loans under 
the section. That is the existing $25 bil- 
lion. So they still will get the loans 
under the $25 billion plus the other. I 
think in all fairness, the way we read 
this is a $49 billion authorization, not 
25, and certainly not 15. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Virginia is recognized for 10 
minutes. 


EEE 
TARP 


Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I rise to 
talk about our foreign policy. Before 
doing so, I wish to point out that I 
have spent the last 2 hours presiding 
and listening to a number of very 
strong statements with respect to the 
automobile bailout and also the pro- 
posal that there be some action to 
limit the next tranche of $300 billion to 
come on the TARP program. I asso- 
ciate myself with the remarks of the 
Senator from North Dakota on those 
issues. We had a pretty hard vote on 
October 1 with respect to the TARP 
program. I was among the over- 
whelming majority of people in the 
Senate who voted to go ahead with this 
program, after the assurances of this 
administration and the people who had 
been negotiating on our behalf about 
the danger that the world economy was 
in, the prospect of a cataclysmic effect 
if we did not do something. 

I am going to look very hard at this 
next tranche. We should all recall that 
the program that was voted to go for- 
ward was a program that was going to 
address the situation of toxic assets. 
The concern that I and many others 
had about giving one individual the au- 
thority in the executive branch to use 
these funds in a way that did not have 
a substantial oversight was borne out 
over what has happened. There is a 
very high bar that will go forward be- 
fore I personally would vote in favor of 
continuing to allow the Secretary of 
the Treasury in an outgoing adminis- 
tration to be dispensing these types of 
funds so close to the approach of a new 
administration. 


EE 
AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY BAILOUT 


Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, a lot of 
comments have been made about the 
automobile bailout. We are in a situa- 
tion, because of the extreme effect on 
our entire economy over the past sev- 
eral months, where there is a legiti- 
mate issue of cashflow rather than the 
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innovation or lack thereof that has 
gone into the automobile industry. I 
am favorably disposed to supporting 
this loan provision, which is what it is, 
if the right requirements are placed in 
the proposal. I should point out, for all 
of the information that has gone back 
and forth over the past 2 hours, the 
irony that Senator DORGAN mentioned, 
that the chief of Merrill Lynch is today 
arguing for a $10 million bonus for a 
company that had a loss of almost $12 
billion last year. That is a private com- 
pany. I won’t pass any commercial 
judgment on that. But it does stand in 
stark contrast to what the CEO of Ford 
has proposed, going to $1 a year, if we 
can inject some cashflow into their 
business to attempt to get them 
through this period and back into a sit- 
uation where they can properly man- 
age their future. 


Ee 


FOREIGN POLICY DEVELOPMENT 


Mr. WEBB. Mr. President, I wish to 
discuss another issue I have had a 
great deal of concern about for many 
years, particularly since the time I 
came to the Senate. That is the role of 
the legislative branch in the develop- 
ment of foreign policy and the abroga- 
tion of the legislative branch during 
this past administration when it comes 
to foreign policy. Over the past nearly 
8 years, the executive branch has been 
a runaway train. Unfortunately, this 
isn’t simply the Bush administration. 
It also is the policies that have come 
out of the Department of Defense and 
the Department of State. We have ob- 
served over the past year the negotia- 
tion of a future relationship with Iraq 
that has gotten almost no attention in 
the Congress. This is not simply a 
SOFA, status of forces agreement, as 
we have seen in dozens of other coun- 
tries around the world which are imple- 
mented pursuant to our legal authority 
to be in those countries. This also is a 
strategic framework agreement, a doc- 
ument which defines our future rela- 
tionship with Iraq, which in Iraq had to 
be approved by their Cabinet, by their 
Parliament, and now will be subject to 
a plebiscite and which, in the United 
States, simply has been approved by 
the signature of one individual out of 
the Department of State. 

I was among many who began ex- 
pressing my concern about this a little 
more than a year ago. I believe it is 
stark evidence of how the legislative 
branch, the Congress, has abrogated its 
constitutional responsibilities in the 
area of the evocation of foreign policy. 

I am going to put a map up in the 
Chamber. It is a very busy map, but I 
want to take time to explain some- 
thing else. I think it is very important 
for my fellow Senators and people over 
in the other House of the Congress to 
understand the implications of what 
has been going on in Afghanistan. 
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We have heard throughout the Presi- 
dential campaign that we should be fo- 
cusing our energy away from Iraq and 
into Afghanistan. We have been having 
these types of discussions without the 
articulation of а clear strategy. We are 
moving to the point where we are soon 
going to have at least 60,000 American 
troops in Afghanistan. 

When I was there as a journalist in 
2004, we had about 10,000 American 
troops in Afghanistan. It is going to be 
very important, as the new administra- 
tion comes in, to impress upon not 
only the administration but individ- 
uals in the State Department and the 
Department of Defense that they must 
come forward with a strategy that will 
enable us to know when the end comes. 
You do not have a strategy if you can- 
not articulate the end point. 

We have another very serious prob- 
lem with respect to our presence in Af- 
ghanistan, and that is all of the 
logistical lines into Afghanistan are in 
areas that could cause the United 
States great concern. 

This—I am going to draw a circle 
around it on this busy map—is Afghan- 
istan right here. Afghanistan is a land- 
locked country, as everyone in this 
Congress surely knows. 'The supply 
routes into Afghanistan are principally 
through Pakistan: from Karachi up 
into Peshawar, through the famed Khy- 
ber Pass, which caused the British such 
problems and difficulties more than 100 
years ago, in through the mountainous 
areas of the federally administered 
tribal regions and the Northwest Fron- 
tier Province very lawless areas where 
al-Qaida and the Taliban operate heav- 
ily. So 80 percent of the supplies that 
go into Afghanistan go via land 
through Pakistan. 

To the north, Uzbekistan has indi- 
cated it probably will not allow alter- 
nate supply routes if problems occur in 
Pakistan. Iran, obviously, is not going 
to allow supply routes to go in to sup- 
ply our troops in Afghanistan, which 
leaves Turkmenistan. Turkmenistan is 
very close to Russia, which we have 
been in very difficult relationships 
with, particularly since the incidents 
in Georgia last summer. 

So what does this mean? There is an 
old saying—Frederick the Great, sup- 
posedly, was the first to say it—and 
that is: Without supplies, no army is 
brave. 

If you look at this route in Pakistan, 
over the past 6 months this is what has 
happened: 

In March, there were attacks in the 
Khyber region that set fire to 40 to 50 
oil tankers. These are convoys that are 
not protected by the American mili- 
tary because the American military 
does not operate in combat areas in 
Pakistan. So in March: 40 to 50 oil 
tankers. 

In April, Taliban raiders stole mili- 
tary helicopter engines valued at $18 
million. 
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In November, 12 vehicles were hi- 
jacked near the Khyber Pass. Two 
humvees were included in the hijack- 
ings. 

Last week, 22 more vehicles were de- 
Stroyed at а truck stop between Pesha- 
war and the Khyber Pass. 

Yesterday, 145 vehicles, trailers, and 
containers were destroyed in а ware- 
house just outside of Peshawar. 

Today, there was à separate attack 
at a shipping terminal near Peshawar 
which destroyed 50 trucks carrying 
containers. 

This is millions and millions of dol- 
lars worth of equipment in an area 
where we in our present policy cannot 
provide military security. We have 
Pakistani security forces, we have 
Pakistani truck drivers, and we are in 
a very delicate relationship with Paki- 
Stan itself. 

I am hoping that in this type of situ- 
ation, where 80 percent of our cargo is 
coming in through Pakistan, and where 
our ability to resupply our military 
from other areas depends on our rela- 
tionship with Russia, that our new ad- 
ministration and the leadership in the 
State Department and the Department 
of Defense will take a very hard look at 
how many military people we want to 
have in Afghanistan, what it is we 
want them to do, how we are going to 
resupply them, how we are going to 
conduct our relationships inside Paki- 
stan, what our alternatives might be if 
those convoys continue to be inter- 
rupted, and, finally, how we will know 
when we have concluded our strategic 
purpose in this part of the world. 

With that, I yield the floor. 


EEE 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


TED STEVENS 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
rise once again to honor a distin- 
guished colleague and the longest serv- 
ing Republican in the history of this 
body, Senator TED STEVENS. 

I said it this morning. I will say it 
again: In the history of this Nation, no 
one man has done more for one State 
than TED STEVENS—no one. His com- 
mitment to the people of Alaska has 
been as constant as the Northern Star. 
And the list of things he has done on 
their behalf in à remarkable 40-year ca- 
reer is as vast as the State itself. 

Today we remember that legendary 
service, and the man who achieved it. 

Born in Indianapolis 85 years ago this 
week, TED STEVENS made his mark 
early. At 19, he was flying C-46 trans- 
port planes over the Himalayas in sup- 
port of the legendary Flying Tigers. 
His appetite for adventure took him to 
Oregzon and Montana for college, and 
then to even more exotic places as а 
pilot in the Army Air Corps. For his 
bravery, TED would receive a Distin- 
guished Flying Cross and an Air Medal. 
It was the first of many, many honors. 

А decorated war veteran by his early- 
twenties, TED returned to California to 
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resume his studies, and later enrolled 
at Harvard Law School. After law 
school, TED came to Washington, mar- 
ried a girl named Ann, and then set out 
on a new adventure in the vast expanse 
of the Alaska territory. 

He would go on to devote the rest of 
his life to helping the people of Alaska 
achieve the same rights and privileges 
that those in the lower 48 took for 
granted. And today, the name TED STE- 
VENS is synonymous with the State he 
loves. It always will be. 

Who else can say that they helped 
draw the borders of the State in which 
they live? Well, TED can. As Senator 
MURKOWSKI put it: ‘‘for forty years, 
TED STEVENS has been Alaska." He was 
there at the creation. And an entire 
generation of Alaskans have grown up 
not ever knowing the Senate without 
him. 

TED will tell you he works so hard 
because there is so much work to do. 
Alaskans don’t have the benefit of cen- 
turies of infrastructure and planning 
that much of the rest of the country 
does. Of the giant State’s more than 
200 villages, only a handful had running 
water when TED came to the Senate. 
Thanks largely to him, roughly half of 
them do now. 

No one has done more for the U.S. 
Armed Forces than TED STEVENS. He 
secured funds for the F-117, to replace 
Air Force One, for unmanned aerial ve- 
hicles like the Predator and Global 
Hawk, and for a replacement Coast 
Guard icebreaker and the F-16 pro- 
gram. TED was instrumental in ensur- 
ing funds for early military research on 
everything from breast cancer to AIDS. 

TED STEVENS once said: 

They sent me here to stand up for the state 
of Alaska. 

For 40 years, he fulfilled that charge 
with passion and purpose. And the Sen- 
ate will never forget TED STEVENS. 

GORDON SMITH 

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, I 
would like to honor my friend and col- 
league from Oregon, Senator GORDON 
SMITH. 

I have worked with GORDON since 
coming over to the Senate in 1998. It 
has been an honor and privilege to 
serve on both the Senate Finance Com- 
mittee and Energy and Natural Re- 
sources Committee with him. GORDON 
has a long list of accomplishments to 
show for the people of Oregon and the 
Nation. He has served the people of Or- 
egon well, and I know they are proud 
to call him one of their own. His lead- 
ership in the Senate will be missed, and 
it has truly been an honor serving with 
him. 

I thank GORDON for all of his con- 
tributions to the U.S. Senate, and I 
wish him and his family the best of 
luck in their future endeavors. 

ELIZABETH DOLE 

Mr. President, today I pay tribute to 

my distinguished colleague from North 
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Carolina, Senator ELIZABETH  DOLE, 
who will be retiring from the Senate at 
the conclusion of the 110th Congress. 

I have worked with Senator DOLE 
since she was elected to serve the peo- 
ple of North Carolina in 2002. I have 
also had the privilege of serving on the 
Senate Banking Committee with Sen- 
ator DOLE. She has dedicated her adult 
life to serve her country proudly. Sen- 
ator DOLE has had the distinct honor to 
Serve in several capacities such as Dep- 
uty Assistant to the Nixon administra- 
tion for Consumer Affairs, as a member 
of the Federal Trade Commission, Sec- 
retary of Transportation under Presi- 
dent Reagan, and Secretary of Labor 
under President George H.W. Bush. Her 
heart and character can also be 
summed up by her work as the Presi- 
dent of the American Red Cross and 
the impact she has had, on not only the 
lives of Americans, but also those 
abroad. A person of that caliber will be 
missed in the Senate. 

I am honored to know her and to 
have worked with her. I would like to 
thank Senator DOLE for her contribu- 
tions to the Senate and to the country 
we both love. I wish her and her family 
the best in all of their future endeav- 
ors. 

JOHN E. SUNUNU 


Mr. President, I wish to join my fel- 
low Senators to honor а colleague and 
а friend, Senator JOHN E. SUNUNU, who 
is departing the Senate at the close of 
this Congress. I have enjoyed working 
with Senator SUNUNU over the years— 
first in the House of Representatives 
and later in the Senate. 

While in the Senate, I have had the 
great fortune of serving with JOHN on 
the Senate Finance Committee. He is à 
revered advocate of fiscal discipline, 
personal responsibility, and free mar- 
kets. The two of us have stood together 
on numerous issues—most notably 
tax—and I have always believed that 
we could accomplish any goal because I 
had his voice of conviction and intel- 
lect by my side. 

Representing New Hampshire, Sen- 
ator SUNUNU has proven to all Granite 
Staters that he will fight for the sim- 
ple motto that reads on their State li- 
cense plate: Live Free or Die. Whether 
the item of the day was social security, 
trade, or any other topical issue, in- 
cluding the original intent of the Con- 
stitution, Senator SUNUNU has proven 
that he is up for any debate. 

The U.S. Senate will not be the same 
without Senator JOHN SUNUNU. In a 
time when many politicians try to in- 
crease the role of government in Amer- 
ican life, Senator JOHN SUNUNU has al- 
ways bet on the American people rath- 
er than government. I will miss JOHN 
SUNUNU. 

Mr. ALEXANDER. Mr. President, 
four of our most valuable Senators will 
not return next year and we will miss 
them. 
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ELIZABETH DOLE 


ELIZABETH DOLE began her career in 
public service at about the same time I 
did. We were both in the Nixon White 
House in 1969, and since then I have en- 
joyed following and watching and occa- 
sionally bumping into her remarkable 
career. She began that career at a time 
when women, even if they graduated 
from Harvard Law School as she did, 
had very few options. ELIZABETH made 
her options—in the Cabinet, heading 
the American Red Cross and pioneering 
in a Presidential race in 1999. I have 
thoroughly enjoyed working with her, 
as well as knowing even better Bob 
Dole during these last 6 years. She 
truly is one of America’s most admired 
women. 


GORDON SMITH 


GORDON SMITH is the most eloquent 
among us Senators. Every Republican 
Senator would say that, and any Demo- 
crat who had heard him would agree. 
He has a quiet way, an intelligence and 
a way of speaking that commands at- 
tention and respect. He has his feet 
firmly planted on the ground in Pen- 
dleton, OR. He understands the private 
sector. He has been courageous in his 
willingness to support and chide and 
criticize his party when needed. He will 
be sorely missed. 


JOHN SUNUNU 


I met JOHN SUNUNU when he was a 
college student and his father and I 
were Governors of our respective 
States. He arrives and leaves as the 
youngest member of the Senate. But, 
in our caucus, his voice is one of the 
voices most carefully listened to. His 
intelligence, his philosophical integ- 
rity and his persistence have made him 
a most valuable player in our Repub- 
lican Conference. He has a bright ca- 
reer ahead of him. 


TED STEVENS 


I have often thought that I should 
write a book called ‘‘some things you 
don’t know about the people I work 
with." Someday I will. And I will start 
with TED STEVENS, who flew the first 
cargo plane into Peking, as it was then 
called, at the end of World War II. This 
was a dangerous, bold mission. It helps 
to explain the life of this remarkable 
man who helped Alaska become a State 
and then has defended and supported it 
in the Senate for 40 years. With the de- 
partures of TED STEVENS and two other 
Senators of whom I have already spo- 
ken—PETE DOMENICI and JOHN WAR- 
NER—the Senate loses more than 100 
years of service. More than that, this 
country loses three men whose view of 
America was rooted in the last years of 
World War II and the remarkable as- 
cendancy of our country since then. 
Looking around the Senate, it will be 
difficult to find many among those of 
us who remain with the breadth of vi- 
sion and old-fashioned patriotism that 
these men have contributed. 
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HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 


CAPTAIN ROBERT YLLESCAS 

Mr. HAGEL. Mr. Presdient, I wish to 
express my sympathy over the loss of 
U.S. Army captain Robert Yllescas. 
Captain Yllescas, a native Guatemalan 
and graduate of the University of Ne- 
braska-Lincoln, died on December 1 
from injuries he sustained from an im- 
provised explosive device in the moun- 
tains of Afghanistan on October 28. He 
was 31 years old. 

After spending the first 18 years of 
his life in Guatemala, Captain Yllescas 
moved to Nebraska, where he enrolled 
in the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
and joined the ROTC. He married his 
wife Dena in her hometown of Osceola, 
NE. A graduate of Army Ranger school, 
Captain Yllescas’ service included two 
tours of duty in Iraq and one in Af- 
ghanistan, where he proved to be an ex- 
emplary leader. As the commander of B 
Troop, 6-4 Cavalry of the 3rd Brigade, 
1st Infantry Division, he led 90 U.S. and 
200 Afghan soldiers in Nuristan prov- 
ince. He was awarded the Purple Heart 
by President Bush on November 10. 

All of Nebraska is proud of Captain 
Yllescas’ service to our country, as 
well as the thousands of brave men and 
women serving in the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

Captain Yllescas is remembered as a 
devoted husband, father, and son. In 
addition to his wife Dena, he is sur- 
vived by his daughters, Julia, 7, and 
Eva, 10 months; and parents Otto and 
Barb. 

I ask my colleagues to join me and 
all Americans in honoring U.S. Army 
CPT Robert Yllescas. 


EE 


67TH ANNIVERSARY OF PEARL 
HARBOR 


Mr. AKAKA. Mr. President, yester- 
day, December 7, 2008, was the 67th an- 
niversary of the attack on Pearl Har- 
bor in which more than 2,400 coura- 
geous sailors, soldiers, and marines 
died. To those in Hawaii who, like me, 
witnessed the attack, the events of 67 
years ago have a deep personal signifi- 
cance. I will never forget the courage 
and commitment of the soldiers, sail- 
ors, and ordinary men and women who 
did not hesitate to defend our Nation 
despite the enormous personal risk. 
For all Americans, young and old, it is 
important to remember that out of this 
dark hour arose the courage and 
strength of а unified Nation. I honor 
the memories of all the survivors of the 
attack as well as the fallen heroes who 
fought to defend our Nation's prin- 
ciples of democracy and freedom that 
day. 

This year, with so many of our troops 
serving overseas, I would also like rec- 
ognize our armed services families by 
honoring the sacrifices of those who 
lost loved ones during the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. Our Nation owes these 
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family members a debt of gratitude for 
their strength and perseverance during 
such a grievous time. I want to thank 
all the members of our armed forces— 
those that served in World War II, all 
those that have served since, and those 
who still serve today. Your daily sac- 
rifices protect and strengthen our 
country and allow us to enjoy the free- 
doms symbolic of the United States. 
Your courageous and dedicated efforts 
humble me, and may God bless you and 
your families as together we remember 
Pearl Harbor. 


— SÉ 


TRIBUTE TO LINDA LE 


Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to recognize the outstanding 
service Linda Le provided to the Sen- 
ate Committee on Small Business and 
Entrepreneurship over the past 4 years. 
Linda is à dedicated individual whose 
penchant for critical insights and cre- 
ative solutions will be sorely missed. 

Linda first joined the Senate Small 
Business Committee staff in 2004 as а 
Staff assistant. She had previously 
gained invaluable experience on finan- 
cial matters during her career at Fidel- 
ity Investments. Through hard work 
and determination here in the Senate, 
Linda rose through the ranks, first as à 
research analyst and finally as а pro- 
fessional staff member. Over the years, 
I have come to rely on her knowledge 
and expertise in the areas of small 
business lending, banking, and wom- 
en's business issues. She is à thought- 
ful member of the Committee's staff 
who could be relied upon for her ideas 
on how to strengthen legislation to 
benefit our Nation's small business 
owners. Just this year, Linda played a 
pivotal role in helping me develop leg- 
islation to alleviate the small business 
credit crunch and provide oversight 
over small business lenders. When Con- 
gress reconvenes next year, I will push 
to see that the Small Business Lending 
Oversight and Program Performance 
Improvement Act and the 10 Steps for 
a Main Street Economic Recovery Act 
are enacted into law. 

The consummate professional, Linda 
was always well prepared for com- 
mittee hearings, markups and 
roundtables. She consistently provided 
me with detailed materials that clearly 
explained complex situations and of- 
fered proactive and comprehensive so- 
lutions to problems regarding small 
business lending, access to credit, and 
women's business concerns. Linda's 
ability to build and maintain relation- 
Ships with constituents, issue experts, 
and staff from other Members’ offices 
has served me and the committee well. 
In all her years on the Small Business 
Committee, Linda has been a pas- 
sionate advocate for small businesses 
and their owners. Her eagerness to 
make a difference in people's lives is 
nothing short of commendable. 

After her tenure here in Washington, 
Linda is leaving the Senate to pursue à 
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cause dear to her heart. Soon, she will 
be heading to Iraq to work as a busi- 
ness development specialist with one of 
the State Department's provincial re- 
construction teams, or PR'Ts. РЕТ» are 
vital to our mission in Iraq, as they are 
made up of experts who advise the U.S. 
military and local Iraqi government on 
a wide array of issues, including eco- 
nomic and business development. 
Linda's work with the PRT will con- 
tinue her pursuit of serving others, and 
will help win the hearts and minds of 
Iraqis in need of this vital aid. 

Linda Le is à person of remarkable 
strength and selflessness. And to make 
her story all the more compelling, her 
husband Hung, a communications offi- 
cer in the U.S. Army National Guard, 
recently deployed to Afghanistan to 
Serve our country in the war on terror. 
Clearly, the word ‘‘service’’ has a pro- 
found meaning in Linda's household. I 
Speak for my entire staff when I say we 
will keep Linda and her husband in our 
thoughts and prayers during their time 
overseas, and we wish Linda safe trav- 
els and much success in her new and in- 
credible endeavor. 

While I am sad to see Linda leave, I 
am excited for her bright future. She 
has used her talents to the fullest ex- 
tent here in the Senate, and I am con- 
fident that she will continue to excel in 
everything she does. Thank you, Linda, 
for your dedicated service to your 
country, and best wishes as you begin 
an extraordinary new chapter in your 
life. 


Ee 


IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 


Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect- 
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and 
touching. While energy prices have 
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns 
expressed remain very relevant. To re- 
spect the efforts of those who took the 
opportunity to share their thoughts, I 
am submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through an address set up specifically 
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This is not an issue that will 
be easily resolved, but it is one that de- 
serves immediate and serious atten- 
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard. 
Their stories not only detail their 
struggles to meet everyday expenses, 
but also have suggestions and rec- 
ommendations as to what Congress can 
do now to tackle this problem and find 
solutions that last beyond today. I ask 
unanimous consent to have today’s let- 
ters printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Thank you for listening to us. Please in- 
crease domestic oil production now. If it 
takes 10 years before we see the oil, then do 
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it for the children. Also, please expand nu- 
clear energy research and production. 
VIRGINIA, Rexburg. 

The price of gasoline has impacted our 
family budget. How much? I do not know, 
the price of gasoline continues to rise so 
quickly it is hard to see the whole impact. A 
few of the things we need to do are the fol- 
lowing: More R&D dollars spent by the gov- 
ernment for alternate energy sources; More 
nuclear plants are need across the nation; 
More plants to process the oil into gasoline 
are needed; More taxes on the oil companies, 
too. 

KEVIN, Rupert. 

Yes, we would like to see us drilling for 
fuel in our own country, exploring all op- 
tions of new sources and conservation. It is 
hypocritical to not drill for our own fuel be- 
cause of the environment and then buy from 
other (not so friendly!!) countries. We are a 
small business. We are working on a lower 
profit margin due to the high prices. We are 
trying to keep from raising our prices for as 
long as we can. We are taking steps to mini- 
mize our driving. That only goes so far. We 
support your idea Senator Crapo. Thank you 
for not signing on to that energy/environ- 
ment bill. 

SANDRA. 

What a bunch of nonsense this is when 
America supports the Middle East so they 
can build indoor ski areas, palm tree islands 
out of sand for the mega-wealthy in the 
ocean and cut off the heads of Christians and 
Americans on television while we have 
enough gas and oil for all of America and 
more right under our noses. 

What are you, our representatives, think- 
ing? You are all out of control—you speak 
but you do not act, you type great things, 
ask for money to support your habit of power 
seeking at the top, being in the limelight, 
etc. and you continue to let American go fur- 
ther down in the eyes of the world—not to 
mention being abhorred by American citi- 
zens. 

There is no respect for the office of the 
President, whom the press refer to as ‘‘Mr. 
Bush or just Bush” not President Bush. 

You want our story—we are older Amer- 
ican citizens, 63 and 65 years of age. We were 
born in World War II. We lived through 
Korea. We hid under our desks and against 
walls in elementary school in fear of the 
bomb which now our grandchildren have to 
fear. We lost our husbands, brothers and 
friends for nothing in Vietnam for a corrupt 
President’s wife to continue to have her 
trucking companies pay huge dividends into 
their Texas ranch and still cannot say for 
sure just who killed President Kennedy. 
Desert Storm was a joke—what did we ac- 
complish there—in and out and did not finish 
the job. 911 wasn’t funny but we still cannot 
decide how to handle the ‘‘bad boys" that 
blew up our world that horrible day. We are 
being told that it is just another day in the 
life of people elsewhere—are we supposed to 
accept that and just move on? 

And now ‘Тһе Changling” wants to disarm 
Americans and create a global government— 
look out for your job—it may be gone sooner 
than you think. The Program People are 
winning. We are now disrespected around the 
world. 

Now we refuse to win in America for real 
tax-paying Americans, with citizenship, that 
have earned the American dream and are 
courting the illegal people in the country 
while spitting in my face. My husband just 
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turned 66 and 10 months. Whoopee! He may 
now have a “reduced” amount of Social Se- 
curity because he needs it now—not 6 years 
from now when it may not even be available. 
Here's the breakdown: 

The Social Security he paid into for 48 
years will give him approximately $1650 dol- 
lars à month (Rent/Utilities/Insurance/Gas/ 
Food/Medical—probably not enough); 

The Medicare system which he also paid 
into for years charges him $93.10 à month to 
continue to be a part of that system he 
should have earned by now and is broken at 
best; 

А Medicare Supplement, which you have to 
have to get decent medical care, costs $125+ 
a month added to the $93.10. 

A Prescription Supplement runs another 
$25+ dollars added to the $93.10 and the $125 
and we still use $4.00 WalMart for generics 
when possible; 

And, we still have no dental, no vision, no 
disability, no long term care and no respect 
as doctors continue to refuse new patients on 
Medicare only. 

And don't tell us that Socialized Medicine 
is any better—have a brain tumor in Canada 
or France or Denmark and wait 6-9 months 
for the MRI that has to be done in the coffin 
because you, my friend, died of brain cancer 
that was operable 6-9 months ago. 

We have no debt other than our house and 
one small car payment. We now have to plan 
one day а week for errands. We calculate the 
difference between buying groceries at the 
closer grocery store with the cost of gas 
versus the savings we might get at the super 
WalMart. We chose a new doctor closer to 
the house. We do not go to the dentist twice 
a year for cleaning and preventative any 
more. We have not seen the eye doctor in 
over a year and a half—the old glasses will 
have to do for a while more. 

And we still have a business in home and 
work 40+ hours a week so the government 
can take back some of the Medicare money 
they spent on doctor visits and tax 85 per- 
cent of the Social Security we earned. 

What a bunch of nonsense, Mr. Crapo! You 
people need to get a grip and start acting 
like you care as much about Americans as 
you do a bunch of thieving, illegal criminals 
that are robbing us blind and bringing down 
America. Go get our gas, throw out the 
illegals, bring down our taxes, put the pris- 
oners that deserve it to work and use the 
death penalty for the rest of them that cost 
this country billions of dollar feeding, cloth- 
ing, housing, educating and medicating when 
you let small children go without all of the 
above and live on the streets. 

You, our government are killing our coun- 
try—America is coming to an end as we 
know it—will it be a better place with the 
“changlings’’ taking over—I seriously doubt 
it—I even seriously doubt that you will read 
this far because the truth of the situation in 
America is something our government, elect- 
ed representatives of the people—do not 
want to hear. 

Want to talk—I'm all for it. 

MARLEE. 

This note is to urge you to vote to resolve 
the issue of high fuel costs and the impact it 
is having on the economy. Please consider 
off shore drilling, increasing the fuel refining 
capacities as well as research on viable en- 
ergy resources. Perhaps legislators should 
study the impact of legislation before imple- 
mentation, such as the effects on the econ- 
omy regarding use of corn for alternative en- 
ergy. Corn is used in almost all food items as 
well as in animal feed . . . There goes food 
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costs through the trickle-down theory. Ques- 
tion: do legislators have ‘‘think tanks" they 
can use before passing legislation that ef- 
fects us all in such a massive way? And, why 
are we not using them? 

We are semi-retired and live about twenty 
miles from Coeur d’Alene, Idaho. Being on a 
mostly fixed income, high energy costs have 
certainly caused us to decrease our shopping 
trips, and to buy only those necessities. 
Monies we have saved for retirement, we now 
have to spend. 

Why is it that 14 percent of the population 
can prevent off shore drilling? It appears 
that if the U.S. is not going to use this en- 
ergy, other countries will. I guess it is a case 
of ‘‘the squeeky wheel gets the grease;" the 
rest of us are too busy trying to make a liv- 
ing to lobby. 

I understand that there has been an auto 
carbuerator available for years that would 
increase mileage tremendously. What has 
happened to this? 

Incentives for conservation are great... 
And effective as it has a favorable con- 
sequence for the pocketbook. 

We are all for expanding nuclear energy 

. But only if there is à way to rid the 
world of its byproduct. 
Regards, 
Douc and STEVANNA, Athol. 

I appreciate the fact that you are asking 
for personal stories which helps connect vot- 
ers to legislation that affects them. 

My husband and I are your typical Amer- 
ican family. We are both young, happy, own 
our home, have two dogs and two cats. We 
are blessed to have this life. We live in Boise, 
Idaho, where I work and my husband com- 
mutes to Mountain Home Air Force Base 
every day. He spends two hours а day com- 
muting, 40 hours а month driving back and 
forth between Boise and Mountain Home. 
This, combined with an 8-12 hour workday, 
means he is home very little. 

We have been together for three years and 
every year he has deployed to Iraq. We have 
not complained about his frequent visits or 
the minimal compensation that we receive 
for his leave, because we both understand 
that it is necessary and important for him to 
go. But what hurts our family the most is 
that we are having difficulty affording the 
gasoline for him to go to work when he’s 
home. We have a fuel efficient vehicle that 
we are paying the loan on monthly and the 
gas for commuting is the equivalent of a sec- 
ond car payment a month. 

I am ashamed that our country is so reac- 
tive, that we were not prepared to accommo- 
date new forms of energy that could have 
spared families and businesses from strain- 
ing their financial means because of gaso- 
line. I am requesting as a citizen, faithful 
voter and consumer that Congress take the 
steps necessary to implement a cleaner, 
more efficient and renewable form of energy 
to sustain our economy. 

KRISTIN. 

I was very excited to receive your email 
and learn of the chance to tell our story of 
struggle with the outrageous gasoline prices. 
My husband and I live near the Hunt Reloca- 
tion Monument in Jerome County. I know 
you have visited that site, so you are aware 
how far we are from the nearest towns (about 
20 miles). 

My husband is a school teacher. We have 
five children at home. I have gone back to 
school to get my teaching certificate so I can 
contribute to our income, because we cannot 
make ends meet on a school teacher’s salary. 
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With the rising costs of gasoline, we are 
spending $700 to $800 a month just on gaso- 
line, which is a quarter of our take home in- 
come every month! We still have a house 
payment, bills and the rising cost of gro- 
ceries to deal with on top of that. If things 
keep going like this, we will lose our home. 
We are rapidly going through our savings 
just to have the bare necessities. 

I urge and implore you and our govern- 
ment leaders to please explore the option of 
opening up our own oil fields, building refin- 
eries, whatever it takes to end our depend- 
ence on foreign oil. 

JIM and JANEIL, Jerome. 

We are surviving just fine and will con- 
tinue to do so. We have cut back on driving 
to places we would go this time of year and 
do think about short trips. Is this trip nec- 
essary? 

I am upset with Congress and their lack of 
foresight in producing energy in this coun- 
try. You have made it impossible for oil 
companies to drill in areas that could 
produce energy now and in the future. And 
you continually want to blame “ріс oil" for 
high prices. I do not. And you spend money 
that we do not have. How did you vote on the 
recent farm bill? 

Abolish the code and go to a flat tax, ten 
percent, with no deductions of any sort. And 
quit spending! 

NEIL. 

Thank you for fighting for us, we are get- 
ting pinched hard with the increased price 
for gas. 

Our family story is not as dramatic as 
some I am sure you will receive, but it is à 
picture of Middle America. I work for the 
Federal Government and have an excellent 
job for the Orofino area. My wife sells real 
estate, (need I say more about her recent 
lack of income). We have two daughters both 
in high school looking toward possible med- 
ical careers. We have been saving for their 
college education, but with this recent dou- 
ble whammy of housing market crash and 
high gas prices it looks like we might have 
to discontinue our savings plan contribu- 
tions to buy gas to get to work. 

(I feel like à whiner when compared to the 
financial crisis some ‘‘on the edge" families 
must be facing). 

A web site http://www.american 
solutions.com/ has a petition going around to 
drill here in the U.S. I have read a lot of the 
site and signed the petition as have many 
others I know. I read some of the rec- 
ommended solutions and debunked myths in 
the solutions forum; I suggest you or staff 
have a look for some possible answers. 

Thank you again. 

PAUL and KATHY, Orofino. 

My family and I live in S.E. Idaho. We have 
been extremely affected by the high gas 
prices that have occurred. I will not let my 
wife drive anywhere unless it is absolutely 
necessary. She does the grocery shopping 
and I have got her to only go once every 1 or 
2 weeks. The problem with that is that she 
needs to get out for a 'break', and I won't 
even let her do that. 

I feel we in the USA should do everything 
we can to increase domestic oil production, 
expand nuclear energy research, find other, 
cheaper fuels, and conserve as much as pos- 
sible. 

Bos. 

Our family has made efficiency a priority 
on our automobile travel. There are rarely 
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“one-stop” trips being made. Our daughter's, 
age 12 and 9, are stuck making less plans 
that require а car trip and when we arrange 
play dates or outings we try to coordinate 
carpooling with other parents, to share the 
load. We have decided to keep our vacation 
local and will camp in McCall this summer, 
instead of the previously plan RV trip to the 
East Coast. I have been a full-time housewife 
for 9 years. Recently, my husband and I have 
discussed me going back to work to help sup- 
plement the cost of food, goods and fuel. 
When and if I do consider re-entering the 
work force, I will look for work close to 
home. We are also considering the purchase 
of а more fuel efficient vehicle. 


All of the little things add up and where 
expenses are concerned I am sure we are like 
most families who are doing their best to 
economize while the cost of goods and fuel 
are rising. 


Please do to whatever you can to aide in 
the softening of this economic down turn 
that we are feeling in Southwestern Idaho. 
Please help to educate the general public on 
the issues surrounding fuel use and alter- 
natives. Perhaps, by informing and edu- 
cating the citizens, we will be able to make 
better choices on the vehicles we purchase. I 
think the public deserves honest expla- 
nations for what the root cause is on the in- 
crease of the cost of fuel. Is it the war in 
Iraq? Is it our relations with the Middle 
East? Does the housing down-turn have an 
effect on the dollar value, which in turn 
changes the *value" of oil? I would love to 
have the knowledge to explain this to my 
children, however, the media doesn't inform 
us with facts. . . and I think that is what we 
need. 


Good luck with your endeavor. Thank you 
for inviting the Idaho citizens to be included 
in your collective effort to change and im- 
prove our fuel crisis. 

LISA, Eagle. 


I will write about the impacts being felt by 
my wife and I and send it to you later. For 
now, I am forwarding this “Joe American" 
site I hope you and your staff will take time 
to watch. This man is making more sense 
than anyone I have heard from Federal, 
State, or local leadership. http:// 
www.youtube..com/watch?v=ZPch2k63uj4. 


Thank you for the work you are doing. I do 
hope you will find some ideas in the above 
listed site that will help you to work more 
effectively. 

Sincerely, 
ORVILLE, Idaho Falls. 


Start drilling in our own country, espe- 
cially Alaska. Forget about the polar bears— 
relief has got to come the consumers way. 
This is all political and the oil companies 
are gouging this country—make them ac- 
countable and they should be fined and mon- 
ies returned to the citizens of this country. 

LINDA. 


I travel about 140 miles two to three times 
a week and need to fill up on the third trip 
each time. Each fill up costs close to $40.00. 
I think the U.S. should spend more on nu- 
clear power as well as wind and solar power. 
We should also start looking for oil on our 
own soil including all of Alaska and off 
Shore. Thank you Senator Crapo for all you 
are doing for us here in Idaho. 

DOYLE, Arco. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 


TRIBUTE TO LAVENIA McCOY 


e Mr. ALLARD. Mr. President, when 
Lavenia McCoy arrived in Bayfield in 
1939 as new teacher, she also went to 
the library to volunteer. She has 
served that library continuously: from 
the small space behind the post office, 
to the town hall on the east side of the 
post office, to the entire 1100-square- 
foot building at the corner of Mill and 
Pearl Streets, to the new 8200-square- 
foot library on the north side of town. 

Lavenia McCoy was the first person 
in Bayfield to catalog books by the 
Dewey Decimal System, а change for 
the alphabetical order by author's last 
name of the 500 or so books. She began 
serving on the Library Board in 1948, at 
the behest of Betty Stock, as sec- 
retary. About 35 years later, Lavenia 
McCoy became treasurer, including 
keeping the library's financial records; 
she did that until 2006. By then the 
budget had increased from pennies for 
overdue fees to several million dollars, 
the staff from all volunteer to six paid 
librarians, the circulation from a few 
Shelves of books to 20,000 volumes, and 
the financial records from ledger to 
computer. Always she encouraged folks 
to use their library. 

Lavenia McCoy is a lifelong library 
user, and she is one who is willing to do 
the work in order to enjoy the privi- 
lege. In 2005, the Library Board named 
its new library ‘‘Lavenia McCoy Public 
Library" in recognition of her con- 
tribution. I wanted to take a moment 
to congratulate her and her service.e 


1 
TRIBUTE TO BRAD SCOTT 


e Mr. BOND. Mr President, today I rec- 
ognize and pay tribute to a good friend 
and longtime colleague in public serv- 
ice: Brad Scott. 

I have known Brad for more than 20 
years, first as a dedicated and effective 
employee, and later as a visionary Gov- 
ernment administrator. 

On January 9, 2009, he will step down 
from his post as a regional adminis- 
trator of the General Service Adminis- 
tration after 8 years of innovative and 
dedicated service. 

We sometimes joke that the term 
“Government efficiency” is an 
oxymoron, but not when Brad is in 
charge. He can make things happen. At 
a time when political concerns seem to 
dominate much of the landscape, Brad 
has worked across the aisle to get 
things done by focusing on the common 
good and doing what is best for Mis- 
souri and the Heartland Region. 

We all know that in the Federal bu- 
reaucracy, it is much harder to com- 
plete a project than to derail it or to do 
nothing at all. Red tape is an all-too- 
real phenomenon. But since Brad came 
to the GSA in 2001, he has not stopped 
building. 
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In 2001, he brought а set of successful 
business policies to a GSA region that 
was suffering from underutilized space 
and low return on investment. He also 
worked hard to build consensus be- 
tween local commmunities, the private 
sector and Government on large-scale 
projects. He was able to revitalize 
blighted areas in many of our largest 
cities by constructing or renovating 
iconic buildings that now enhance local 
economic development. He also perma- 
nently strengthened these local com- 
munities by creating and maintaining 
jobs. 

Brad's accomplishments are too nu- 
merous to name. Several of his major 
contributions include: the construction 
of First IRS Center in Kansas City, 
new Federal courthouses in Cape 
Girardeau and Jefferson City, and the 
conversion of the Old St. Louis Post 
Office into a heavily utilized State 
building. 

Brad's long list of accomplishments 
Speaks to his vision, dedication, and 
uncanny ability to guide key develop- 
ment projects through the bureau- 
cratic maze. 

Losing Brad Scott as Regional GSA 
Administrator will be à real blow to 
Missouri but the State has been fortu- 
nate to have him in that role for so 
many years. I know that he will con- 
tinue to be an active participant in 
issues facing Missouri and the region 
just as he has always been. 

Brad, thank you for your service and 
I look forward to many more good 
things to come.e 


ES 


IDAHO BARLEY COMMISSION 20TH 
ANNIVERSARY 


ө Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, it is an 
honor for me to recognize the 20th an- 
niversary of the Idaho Barley Commis- 
sion, IBC, this year. Barley is grown in 
almost every county in Idaho, and 
Idaho ranks second in the Nation in 
barley production. The IBC has been 
working for growers for two decades, 
providing current trends, information 
and educational opportunities to those 
in the barley industry and representing 
the concerns and needs of barley grow- 
ers to policymakers in Idaho and here 
in Washington. 

The IBC plays an integral role in fos- 
tering markets at home and abroad in 
Taiwan and Japan and is currently de- 
veloping malting barley markets in 
Mexico, Peru, and Colombia and 
through the U.S. Grain Council. It 
helps ensure that growers’ voices are 
heard in issues like Federal farm pol- 
icy, Federal malt barley crop insur- 
ance, pesticide regulations and irriga- 
tion. The IBC is working with the Uni- 
versity of Idaho to establish farm busi- 
ness management schools and provides 
services to growers that include help- 
ing farmers optimize herbicide usage, 
boost yields, and cut irrigation costs. 
The IBC supports research on barley 
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breeding, pest management, and exten- 
sion nurseries. 

The IBC has a successful history of 
working in conjunction with the Na- 
tional Barley Growers Association, the 
National Barley Foods Council, the 
U.S. Grains Council, and the Idaho 
Grain Growers Association. This im- 
portant collaboration helps keep elect- 
ed officials informed about their mem- 
bers’ needs, policies that work, and 
those in need of improvement. This 
partnership has been invaluable to me 
as I continue to work with IBC to ad- 
dress the needs of an important part of 
Idaho’s agriculture economy. 

Congratulations to the IBC on 20 
years of support for one of Idaho’s most 
widespread commodities. A healthy 
barley industry keeps Idaho thriving 
and contributes to our Nation's econ- 
omy and food security.e 


-Á 


MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mrs. Neiman, one of his 
secretaries. 


Ee 


EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 


As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro- 
ceedings.) 


i—i 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 
RECEIVED DURING RECESS 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 


Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 4, 2008, the Sec- 
retary of the Senate, on November 21, 
2008, during the recess of the Senate, 
received a message from the House of 
Representatives announcing that the 
Speaker had signed the following en- 
rolled bill: 

H.R. 2040. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo- 
ration of the semicentennial of the enact- 
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

Under the authority of the order of 
the Senate of January 4, 2008, the en- 
rolled bill was signed on November 24, 
2008, by the President pro tempore (Mr. 
BYRD). 


—m 


MEASURES READ THE FIRST TIME 


The following bills were read the first 
time: 

H.R. 7005. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide alternative 
minimum tax relief for individuals for 2008. 

H.R. 7006. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide disaster as- 
sistance relief. 
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H.R. 7060. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incentives 
for energy production and conservation, to 
extend certain expiring provisions, to pro- 
vide individual income tax relief, and for 
other purposes. 


EE 


ENROLLED BILLS PRESENTED 


The Secretary of the Senate reported 
that on November 21, 2008, she had pre- 
sented to the President of the United 
States the following enrolled bills: 


S. 602. An act to develop the next genera- 
tion of parental control technology. 

S. 1193. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to take into trust 2 parcels of 
Federal land for the benefit of certain Indian 
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico, and for 
other purposes. 


— a — 


EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 


The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc- 
uments, and were referred as indicated: 


EC-8902. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Avocados Grown in South Florida; 
Revisions to Grade and Container Require- 
ments" ((Docket No. AMS-FV-08-0022)(F'V08- 
915-1 FR)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on December 3, 2008; to 
the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

EC-8903. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator, Agricultural Marketing 
Service, Department of Agriculture, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled *Almonds Grown in California; Re- 
laxation of Incoming Quality Control Re- 
quirements"  ((Docket No. AMS-FV-08- 
0044)(FV08-981-1 FIR)) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
3, 2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu- 
trition, and Forestry. 

EC-8904. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, а six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to the 
stabilization of Iraq that was declared in Ex- 
ecutive Order 13303 of May 22, 2003; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-8905. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to 
Burma that was declared in Executive Order 
18047 of May 20, 1997; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8906. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Investment Management/Of- 
fice of Regulatory Policy, Securities and Ex- 
change Commission, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Tem- 
porary Exemption for Liquidation of Certain 
Money Market Funds" (RIN8235-AK24) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8907. A communication from the Senior 
Counsel for Regulatory Affairs, Office of In- 
vestment Security, Department of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Regulations Per- 
taining to Mergers, Acquisitions, and Take- 
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overs by Foreign Persons" (RIN1505-AB88) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8908. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Financial Crimes Enforcement Network, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Financial Crimes Enforcement Network; 
Amendment to the Bank Secrecy Act Regu- 
lations—Exemptions from the Requirement 
to Report Transactions in Currency" 
(RIN1506-AA90) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 3, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-8909. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Digital 
Television Distributed Transmission System 
Technologies" (MB Docket No. 05-312) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8910. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
Bryan, Texas" (MB Docket No. 08-175) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8911. A communication from the Chief 
of Staff, Media Bureau, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Amend- 
ment of Section 73.622(1), Final DTV Table of 
Allotments, Television Broadcast Stations; 
Madison, Wisconsin" (MB Docket No. 08-127) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-8912. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘Kansas Regulatory 
Program" ((SATS No. KS-024-FOR)(Docket 
No. OSM-2008-0001)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 8, 
2008; to the Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources. 

EC-8913. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of а rule entitled ‘‘Pennsylvania Regu- 
latory Program” ((SATS No. PA-148- 
FOR)(Docket No. OSM-2008-0014)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 3, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8914. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Connecticut; En- 
hanced Vehicle Inspection and Maintenance 
Program" ((HPA-R01-OAR-2008-0194)(FRL- 
8717-9)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on December 3, 2008; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-8915. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
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pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘Approval and Promulgation of Implementa- 
tion Plans; Texas; Control of Emissions of 
Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) From Stationary 
Sources" (CEPA-R06-OAR-2007-0532)( FRL- 
8747-6)) received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on December 3, 2008; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-8916. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Repeal of Obsolete Regulations under the 
Marine Protection, Research, and Sanc- 
tuaries Act Regarding Interim Ocean Dump- 
ing Sites, Interim Ocean Dumping Permits, 
and Interim Ocean Dumping Criteria” 
(RIN2040-AFO01) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 3, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-8917. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Revisions to the California State Imple- 
mentation Plan, South Coast Air Quality 
Management District” ((EPA-R09-OAR-2008- 
0788)(FRL-8745-4)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 8, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8918. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Revisions to the California State Imple- 
mentation Plan, Great Basin Unified Air 
Pollution Control District and Kern County 
Air Pollution Control District" ((EPA-RO09- 
OAR-2007-0290)(FRL-8745-6)) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 3, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-8919. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Standards of Performance for Fossil-Fuel- 
Fired Steam Generators for Which Construc- 
tion is Commenced After August 17, 1971; 
Standards of Performance for Electric Util- 
ity Steam Generating Units for Which Con- 
struction is Commenced After September 18, 
1978; Standards of Performance for Indus- 
trial-Commercial-Institutional Steam Gen- 
erating Units; and Standards of Performance 
for Small Industrial-Commercial-Institu- 
tional Steam Generating Units" (RIN2060- 
AO61) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 3, 2008; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-8920. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager of the Office of Strategic Op- 
erations and Regulatory Affairs, Centers for 
Medicare and Medicaid Services, Department 
of Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
*Medicaid Program; State Allotments for 
Payment of Medicare Part B Premiums for 
Qualifying Individuals: Federal Fiscal Year 
2008 and Federal Fiscal Year 2009" (RINO0938- 
AP38) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 24, 2008; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

EC-8921. A communication from the Pro- 
eram Manager of the Center for Medicaid 
and State Operations, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Medicaid Program; Premiums and Cost 
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Sharing" (RIN0938-AO47) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 24, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8922. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Applicable Federal 
Rates—December 2008" (Rev. Rul. 2008-53) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-8923. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled “2008 Section 832 
Salvage Discount Factors" (Rev. Proc. 2008- 
71) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-8924. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Coordinated Issue 
Paper; All Industries; Exclusion of Income— 
Non-Corporate Entities and Contributions to 
Capital" (UIL 118.01-02) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
24, 2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8925. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘Payments from the 
Presidential Primary Matching Payment Ac- 
count" (RIN1545-BH36) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
24, 2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8926. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘‘2009 Section 1274A 
CPI Adjustments" (Rev. Rul. 2008-52) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 3, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-8927. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘2009 Standards 
Mileage Rate Revenue Procedure" (Rev. 
Proc. 2008-72) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 3, 2008; 
to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8928. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled *'Classification of 
Certain Foreign Entities" (RIN1545-BH23) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 3, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-8929. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Determination of 
Housing Cost Amounts Eligible for Exclusion 
or Deduction for 2008" (Notice 2008-107) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 3, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-8930. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Publication of the 
Tier 2 Tax Rates" (4830-01-P) received in the 
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Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 8, 2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8931. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘‘2008 Cumulative 
List of Changes in Plan Qualification Re- 
quirements” (Notice 2008-108) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 8, 2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8932. A communication from the Pro- 
geram Manager of the Center for Medicaid 
and State Operations, Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services, Department of 
Health and Human Services, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Medicaid Program; State Flexibility for 
Medicaid Benefit" (RIN0938-A048) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 3, 2008; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

EC-8933. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, certifications relative to the 
inclusion of the Republic of Albania in the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

ЕС-8934. A communication from the Presi- 
dent of the United States, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, certifications relative to the 
inclusion of the Republic of Croatia in the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8935. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi- 
cation of a proposed manufacturing license 
agreement for the manufacture of significant 
military equipment abroad in the amount of 
$100,000,000 or more with the United King- 
dom; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

ЕС-8936. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to providing infor- 
mation on U.S. military personnel and U.S. 
civilian contractors involved in the anti-nar- 
cotics campaign in Colombia; to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8937. A communication from the Pro- 
gram Manager for the Agency for Healthcare 
Research and Quality, Office for Civil Rights, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled “Patient Safety and Quality 
Improvement” (RIN0919-AA01) received іп 
the Office of the President on the Senate on 
November 24, 2008; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-8938. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting a legislative proposal entitled, 
“Federal Executive Board Authorization Act 
of 2008"; to the Committee on Homeland Se- 
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8939. A communication from the Chair, 
U.S. Election Assistance Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the Commission's 
Performance and Accountability Report for 
fiscal year 2008; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

ЕС-8940. A communication from the Broad- 
casting Board of Governors, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Boards's Performance 
and Accountability Report for fiscal year 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8941. A communication from the Chair- 
man of the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Office of Inspector General's Semi- 
annual Report to Congress for the six-month 
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period ending September 30, 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8942. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, а report of availability of 
the Department's Performance and Account- 
ability Report for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8943. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Veterans Affairs, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Office of Inspector Gen- 
eral's Semiannual Report for the period of 
April 1, 2008, through September 30, 2008; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

ЕС-8944. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Postal Regulatory Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the Office of In- 
Spector General's Semiannual Report to Con- 
gress for the period of April 1, 2008, through 
September 30, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8945. A communication from the Chief 
Financial Officer, Farm Credit System In- 
surance Corporation, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, а report relative to the requirements 
of the Federal Managers' Financial Integrity 
Act and the Inspector General Act of 1978; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

ЕС-8946. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the Office of In- 
Spector General's Semiannual Report for the 
period ending September 30, 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-8947. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Board of Governors, U.S. Postal Serv- 
ice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the Semi- 
annual Report on the Audit, Investigative, 
and Security Activities of the U.S. Postal 
Service for the period of April 1, 2008, 
through September 30, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8948. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Agriculture, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the Office of Inspector General's 
Semiannual Report to Congress for the pe- 
riod ending September 30, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-8949. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Labor, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Office of Inspector General’s Semi- 
annual Report to Congress for the period of 
April 1, 2008, through September 30, 2008; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8950. A communication from the Senior 
Procurement Executive, Office of the Chief 
Acquisition Officer, General Services Admin- 
istration, Department of Defense, and Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition 
Regulation; Federal Acquisition Circular 
2005-28’ (FAC 2005-28) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
24, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland Se- 
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8951. A communication from the Senior 
Procurement Executive, Office of the Chief 
Acquisition Officer, General Services Admin- 
istration, Department of Defense, and Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Federal Acquisition 
Regulation; Federal Acquisition Circular 
2005-29" (FAC 2005-29) received in the Office 
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of the President of the Senate on November 
24, 2008; to the Committee on Homeland Se- 
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-8952. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of- 
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, an 
annual report relative to the activities and 
operations of the Public Integrity Section, 
Criminal Division, and the nationwide fed- 
eral law enforcement effort against public 
corruption for 2007; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

EC-8953. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of- 
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
quarterly report of the Department of Jus- 
tice’s Office of Privacy and Civil Liberties; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8954. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Homeland Security, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the certification that the 
Department of Homeland Security has in 
place an air exit system that can verify the 
departure of not less than 97 percent of for- 
eign nationals who exit through airports of 
the United States and an electronic travel 
authorization system that is fully oper- 
ational; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8955. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator of the Office of 
Diversion Control, Drug Enforcement Ad- 
ministration, Department of Justice, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled ‘‘Import and Production Quotas for 
Certain List I Chemicals" (RIN1117-AB08) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 3, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8956. A communication from the Dep- 
uty White House Liaison, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of à vacancy in the position of United 
States Attorney for the Southern District of 
Texas, received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 24, 2008; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-8957. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Federal Election Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Extension of Administrative Fines 
Program” (Notice 2008-12) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem- 
ber 3, 2008; to the Committee on Rules and 
Administration. 

EC-8958. A communication from the Dep- 
uty General Counsel, Office of Disaster As- 
sistance, Small Business Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled Military Reservist Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans" (RIN8245-AF78) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Small Business and Entrepreneur- 
Ship. 

EC-8959. A communication from the Chair- 
man, National Labor Relations Board, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the revised report 
of two violations of the Antideficiency Act; 
to the Committee on Appropriations. 

EC-8960. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Acquisition, Tech- 
nology and Logistics), transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, five Selected Acquisition Reports 
(SARs) for the quarter ending September 30, 
2008; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

EC-8961. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Secretary of Defense, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the second quarter report for 
fiscal year 2008 of the Joint Improvised Ex- 
plosive Device Defeat Organization; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC-8962. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Navy (Installations and 
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Environment), transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to the result of a pub- 
lic-private competition for the Commander, 
Navy Installations Command, Non-Guard Se- 
curity Support Service functions; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

EC-8963. A communication from the Acting 
Inspector General, Department of Defense, 
transmitting, pursuant to Public Law 106-65, 
an annual review conducted as а cooperative 
effort by nine Offices of Inspector General 
relative to export control policies and proce- 
dures; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

ЕС-8964. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Defense Procurement, Acquisition Pol- 
icy, and Strategic Sourcing, Department of 
Defense, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal 
Acquisition Regulation Supplement; Car- 
riage Vessel Overhaul, Repair, and Mainte- 
nance” (RIN0750-AF75) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on November 
24, 2008; to the Committee on Armed Serv- 
ices. 

ЕС-8965. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Defense Procurement, Acquisition Pol- 
icy, and Strategic Sourcing, Department of 
Defense, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal 
Acquisition Regulation Supplement; Least 
Developed Countries that are Designated 
Countries" (RIN0750-AGO08) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 24, 2008; to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

ЕС-8966. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Defense Procurement, Acquisition Pol- 
icy, and Strategic Sourcing, Department of 
Defense, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal 
Acquisition Regulation Supplement; Limita- 
tions on DoD Non-Commercial Time-and-Ma- 
terials Contracts" (RIN0750-AF90) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 24, 2008; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

EC-8967. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Defense Procurement, Acquisition Pol- 
icy, and Strategic Sourcing, Department of 
Defense, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled ‘‘Defense Federal 
Acquisition Regulation Supplement; Reports 
of Government Property" (RIN0750-AF24) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

ЕС-8968. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility" ((44 CFR Part 64)(73 FR 67414)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8969. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Flood Elevation 
Determinations’ ((44 CFR Part 65)(73 FR 
67416)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 24, 2008; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-8970. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled ‘‘Suspension of Community 
Eligibility" ((44 CFR Part 64)(73 FR 65775)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 
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EC-8971. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Flood Elevation 
Determinations" ((44 CFR Part 65)(78 FR 
65777)) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on November 24, 2008; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-8972. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled ‘‘Final Flood Elevation Deter- 
minations" ((44 CFR Part 67)(73 FR 65778)) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8973. A communication from the Acting 
General Counsel, Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of the designation of act- 
ing officer for the position of General Coun- 
sel, received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-8974. A communication from the Acting 
General Counsel, Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of а vacancy for the posi- 
tion of General Counsel, received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 24, 2008; to the Committee on Bank- 
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-8975. A communication from the Regu- 
latory Ombudsman, Federal Motor Carrier 
Safety Administration, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Medical 
Certification Requirements as Part of the 
CDL" (RIN2126-AA10) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
3, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-8976. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled Rule Concerning Disclosures 
Regarding Energy Consumption and Water 
Use of Certain Home Appliances and Other 
Products Required Under the Energy Policy 
and Conservation Act" (RIN3084-AA74) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-8977. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, Office of Enforcement, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled ‘‘Standards of Conduct for Trans- 
mission Providers" ((Docket No. RM07-1- 
000)(Order No. 717)) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on November 24, 
2008; to the Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources. 

EC-8978. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Secretary, Office of Fossil Energy, 
Department of Energy, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, a report entitled Energy Policy 
Act, Section 1812, Backup Fuel Capability 
Study"; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC-8979. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Congressional Affairs, Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
* List of Approved Spent Fuel Storage Casks: 
MAGNASTOR Addition" (RIN3150-AI51) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 
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EC-8980. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Approval and Promulgation of Air Quality 
Implementation Plans; Rhode Island Update 
to Materials Incorporated by Reference" 
(FRL-8733-6) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 24, 
2008; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

EC-8981. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Modification of Pesticide Tolerance Rev- 
ocation for Diazinon’’ (FRL-8390-7) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 24, 2008; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8982. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Oil Pollution Prevention; Spill Prevention, 
Control, and Countermeasure Rule; Revi- 
sions to the Regulatory Definition of ‘‘Navi- 
gable Waters" (RIN2050-AG48) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 24, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
vironment and Public Works. 

EC-8983. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Oil Pollution Prevention; Spill Prevention, 
Control, and Countermeasure Rule Require- 
ments—Amendments"  (RIN2050-AG16) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8984. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Regulation of Fuels and Fuel Additives; 
Modifications to Renewable Fuel Standard 
Program Requirements" (RIN2060-AO80) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 24, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

EC-8985. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Standards Applicable to Generators of Haz- 
ardous Waste; Subpart K—Alternative Re- 
quirements for Hazardous Waste Determina- 
tion and Accumulation of Unwanted Mate- 
rial at Laboratories Owned by Colleges and 
Universities and Other Eligible Academic 
Entities Formally Affiliated with Colleges 
and Universities" (RIN2050-AG18) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
November 24, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
vironment and Public Works. 

EC-8986. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Economic Development Adminis- 
tration, Department of Commerce, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled Revisions to the EDA Regulations” 
(RIN0610-AA64) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

ЕС-8987. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Glyphosate; Pesticide Tolerances’ (FRL- 
8385-7) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 3, 2008; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 
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ЕС-8988. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Diflubenzuron; Pesticide Tolerances for 
Emergency Exemptions” (FRL-8388-9) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 3, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 

ЕС-8989. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Chlorothalonil; Pesticide Tolerances”’ 
(FRL-8387-9) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 8, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-8990. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Amendments to National Emission Stand- 
ards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for Area 
Sources: Electric Arc Furnace Steelmaking 
Facilities’? (RIN2060-AM71) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 3, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-8991. A communication from the Com- 
missioner, Social Security Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report rel- 
ative to the Administration’s processing of 
continuing disability reviews for fiscal year 
2007; to the Committee on Finance. 

ЕС-8992. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
quality improvement and savings under the 
Medicare Hospital Gainsharing Demonstra- 
tion; to the Committee on Finance. 

EC-8993. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
“Report to Congress on the Evaluation of 
the Cancer Prevention and Treatment Dem- 
onstration for Racial and Ethnic Minori- 
ties"; to the Committee on Finance. 

ЕС-8994. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi- 
cation of a proposed technical agreement for 
the export of defense articles, including 
technical data, and defense services in the 
amount of $100,000,000 or more to the United 
Kingdom; to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. 

ЕС-8995. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart- 
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state- 
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2008—203—2008-216); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

ЕС-8996. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, an annual report relative to the Ben- 
jamin A. Gilman International Scholarship 
Program for 2008; to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

ЕС-8997. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to the Arms Export Control Act, the certifi- 
cation of a proposed transfer of major de- 
fense equipment from the Government of 
Jordan to the Government of Lebanon; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-8998. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Communications and Legislative Af- 
fairs, Equal Employment Opportunity Com- 
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, an 
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annual report relative to the federal work 
force for fiscal year 2007; to the Committee 
on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

ЕС-8999. A communication from the Chief 
Human Capital Officer, Corporation for Na- 
tional and Community Service, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a va- 
cancy and designation of acting officer for 
the position of Chief Executive Officer, re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

EC-9000. A communication from Director 
of the Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De- 
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled "Maximum Civil Money Pen- 
alty Amounts and Compliance With the Fed- 
eral Civil Penalties Inflation Adjustment 
Act" (Docket No. FDA-2008-N-0561) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 2, 2008; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-9001. A communication from Director 
of the Regulations Policy and Management 
Staff, Food and Drug Administration, De- 
partment of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Prior Notice of Imported 
Food Under the Public Health Security and 
Bioterrorism Preparedness and Response Act 
of 2002" (RIN0910-ACA1) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
2, 2008; to the Committee on Health, Edu- 
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-9002. A communication from the Spe- 
cial Assistant to the President and Director, 
Office of Administration, Executive Office of 
the President, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report relative to personnel employed 
in the White House Office, the Executive 
Residence at the White House, the Office of 
the Vice President, the Office of Policy De- 
velopment (Domestic Policy Staff), and the 
Office of Administration; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

ЕС-9003. A communication from the Sec- 
retary, Federal Maritime Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, а report relative to 
the Commission's EEO complaints activity; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9004. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report enti- 
tled *Agency Financial Report, Fiscal Year 
2008"; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9005. A communication from the Acting 
Chairman, Consumer Product Safety Com- 
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Office of Inspector General's Semiannual Re- 
port for the period of April 1, 2008, through 
September 30, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-9006. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report entitled ‘‘Fiscal Year 2008 
Performance and Accountability Report"; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9007. A communication from the Presi- 
dent, Federal Financing Bank, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Bank's final strategic 
plan for the fiscal years 2008-2013; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-9008. A communication from the Presi- 
dent, Federal Financing Bank, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Bank's performance 
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plan for fiscal years 2008-2009; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-9009. A communication from the Board 
Members, Railroad Retirement Board, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
"Railroad Retirement Board's Performance 
and Accountability Report for Fiscal Year 
2008"; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9010. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Securities and Exchange Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Office of 
Inspector General's Semiannual Report for 
the period of April 1, 2008, through Sep- 
tember 30, 2008; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9011. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Education, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the Office of Inspector General's 
Semiannual Report for the period of April 1, 
2008, through September 30, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-9012. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Energy, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Office of Inspector General's Semi- 
annual Report for the period of April 1, 2008, 
through September 30, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-9013. A communication from the Chair, 
Equal Employment Opportunity Commis- 
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the Of- 
fice of Inspector General's Semiannual Re- 
port and the Semiannual Management's Re- 
port for the period of April 1, 2008, through 
September 30, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-9014. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Administration, National Labor Rela- 
tions Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, а 
report entitled ‘‘Performance and Account- 
ability Report, Fiscal Year 2008"; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-9015. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Merit System Protection Board, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, а report entitled 
“The Power of Federal Employee Engage- 
ment’’; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9016. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Merit System Protection Board, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, a report entitled 
“Performance and Accountability Report for 
FY 2008"; to the Committee on Homeland Se- 
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9017. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Federal Communications Commission, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report enti- 
tled «Performance and Accountability Re- 
port, Fiscal Year 2008"; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-9018. A communication from the Acting 
Chief Executive Officer, Corporation for Na- 
tional and Community Service, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, a report entitled ‘‘An- 
nual Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2008”; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9019. A communication from the Presi- 
dent, Federal Financing Bank, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the Bank's Annual Report 
for fiscal year 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-9020. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, National Science Foundation, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, а report of notifica- 
tion of availability of the Annual Financial 
Report for fiscal year 2008; to the Committee 


24463 


on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-9021. A communication from the Chair- 
man, National Credit Union Administration, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Office of 
Inspector General's Semiannual Report for 
the period of April 1, 2008, through Sep- 
tember 30, 2008; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9022. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, two semiannual reports by the 
Treasury Department's Office of Inspector 
General and Treasury Inspector General for 
Tax Administration for the period ending 
September 30, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

ЕС-9023. A communication from the Officer 
for Civil Rights and Civil Liberties, Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, а report relative to the im- 
plementation of the recommendations of the 
9/11 Commission for the period from April 1, 
2008, to June 30, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

ЕС-9024. A communication from the Chair- 
man and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Cred- 
it Administration, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Administration's Performance and 
Accountability Report for fiscal year 2008; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9025. A communication from the In- 
Spector General, Nuclear Regulatory Com- 
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission's Performance Report for fiscal 
year 2008; to the Committee on Homeland Se- 
curity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9026. A communication from the Acting 
Chairman, Consumer Product Safety Com- 
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission's Performance and  Account- 
ability Report for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-9027. A communication from the Chief 
of the Border Security Regulations Branch, 
Customs and Border Protection, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Im- 
porter Security Filing and Additional Car- 
rier Requirements" (RIN1651-AA70) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 3, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-9028. A communication from the Fed- 
eral Register Liaison Officer, Alcohol and 
Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau, Department 
of the Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Establish- 
ment of the Leona Valley Viticultural Area" 
(RIN1513-AB49) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on November 24, 
2008; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-9029. A communication from the Dep- 
uty White House Liaison, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а vacancy and designation of acting 
officer in the position of Assistant Attorney 
General, Antitrust Division, received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 2, 2008; to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

ЕС-9030. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Benefits Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Servicemem- 
bers' Group Life Insurance Traumatic Injury 
Protection Program" (RIN2900-AN00) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
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Senate on December 2, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans' Affairs. 

ЕС-9031. A communication from the Under 
Secretary, Food, Nutrition, and Consumer 
Services, Department of Agriculture, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of à rule 
entitled “МІС Farmers’ Market Nutrition 
Program (FMNP): Nondiscretionary Provi- 
sions of Public Law 108-265, the Child Nutri- 
tion and WIC Reauthorization Act of 2004" 
(RIN0584-AD74) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, 
and Forestry. 

ЕС-9032. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Personnel and Readi- 
ness), transmitting a report on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Michael 
W. Peterson, United States Air Force, and 
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant 
general on the retired list; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

ЕС-9033. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a six-month periodic report on the 
national emergency that was declared in Ex- 
ecutive Order 12938 with respect to the pro- 
liferation of weapons of mass destruction; to 
the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

ЕС-9034. A communication from the Regu- 
latory Specialist, Office of the Comptroller 
of the Currency, Department of the Treas- 
ury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Rules of Practice and 
Procedure; Civil Money Penalty Inflation 
Adjustments” (RINI1557-AD11) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on No- 
vember 24, 2008; to the Committee on Bank- 
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-9035. A communication from the Asso- 
ciate Director, Office of Foreign Assets Con- 
trol, Department of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled *Iranian Transactions Regulations” 
(31 CFR Part 560) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-9036. A communication from the Chief 
Counsel, Federal Emergency Management 
Agency, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Changes in Flood Elevation 
Determinations" (Docket No. FEMA-B-1019) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Af- 
fairs. 

EC-9037. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Surface Transportation Board, Depart- 
ment of Transportation, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Waybill Sample" (STB Ex Parte No. 385) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-9038. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, Office of Protected Resources, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of two rules entitled 
“Endangered and Threatened Species; Final 
Rule to Remove the Caribbean Monk Seal 
From the Federal List of Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife" and “Endangered and 
Threatened Species; Conservation of Threat- 
ened Elkhorn апа  Staghorn Corals” 
((RIN0648-XG60)(RIN0648-AU92)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 2, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 
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EC-9039. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Fisheries Off West Coast States; Coastal 
Pelagic Species Fisheries; Annual Specifica- 
tions" (RIN0648-XJ42) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
2, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-9040. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“General Provisions of the Magnuson-Ste- 
vens Fishery Conservation and Management 
Act; Minor Amendments to Regulations” 
(RIN0648-AX26) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9041. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Fishery of the 
Gulf of Mexico; Referendum Procedures for a 
Potential Gulf of Mexico Grouper and 
Tilefish Individual Fishing Quota Program" 
(RIN0648-AWS95) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9042. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of Mexico, 
and South Atlantic; Shrimp Fishery of the 
Gulf of Mexico; Revisions to Allowable By- 
catch Reduction Devices" (RIN0648-AV14) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-9043. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“General Provisions for Domestic Fisheries; 
Specifications for Boarding Ladders" 
(RIN0648-AV78) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9044. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel by Vessels in the 
Amendment 80 Limited Access Fishery in 
the Eastern Aleutian District and Bering Sea 
Subarea of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is- 
lands Management Area" (Docket No. 
071106673-8011-02) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9045. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*"Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act Provisions; Fisheries 
of the Northeastern United States; North- 
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east Multispecies Fishery; Modification of 
the Yellowtail Flounder Landing Limit for 
the U.S./Canada Management Area" 
(RIN0648-XL40) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9046. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Herring Fishery; Total Al- 
lowable Cateh Harvested for Management 
Area 1А” (RIN0648-XL69) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem- 
ber 2, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-9047. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Trawl Gear in the Gulf of Alaska; 
Temporary Rule; Modification of а Closure" 
(RIN0648-XL83) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9048. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Trawl Gear in the Gulf of Alaska; 
Temporary Rule; Closure" (RIN0648—-XL65) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-9049. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch by Vessels 
in the Amendment 80 Limited Access Fish- 
ery in the Eastern Aleutian District of the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage- 
ment Area" (RIN0648-XL45) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 2, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-9050. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Catcher Proc- 
essors Using Hook-and-Line Gear in the Ber- 
ing Sea and Aleutian Islands Management 
Area" (RIN0648-XL68) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
2, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

EC-9051. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Safety Zone Regulations (including 6 regu- 
lations beginning with  USCG-2008-0755)" 
(RIN1625-AA00) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

ЕС-9052. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
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“Safety Zone Regulations (including 5 regu- 
lations beginning with  USCG-2007-0075)" 
(RIN1625-AA00) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9053. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Safety Zone; Christmas Holiday Boat Pa- 
rade Fireworks Event, Appomattox River, 
Hopewell, VA" (RIN1625-AA00) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 2, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-9054. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Safety Zone; Fireworks Display, Potomac 
River, National Harbor, MD” (RIN1625-AA00) 
received in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

EC-9055. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Se- 
curity Zone; Escorted Vessels, Savannah, 
Georgia, Captain of the Port Zone" (RIN1625- 
AA87) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 2, 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

ЕС-9056. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Spe- 
cial Local Regulations (including 2 regula- 
tions beginning with | USCG-2008-0738)" 
(RIN1625-AA08) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9057. А communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Se- 
curity Zones; Escorted Vessels, Mobile, AL, 
Captain of the Port Zone" (RIN1625-A A87) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 2, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor- 
tation. 

ЕС-9058. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled “Огу 
Cargo Residue Discharges in the Great 
Lakes” (RIN1625-AA89) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
2, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-9059. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Drawbridge Operation Regulations (includ- 
ing 7 regulations beginning with USCG-2008- 
0825)" (RIN1625-AA09) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
2, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-9060. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Drawbridge Operation Regulations (includ- 
ing 2 regulations beginning with USCG—2008- 
0256)" (RIN1625-AA09) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
2, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 
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EC-9061. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Drawbridge Operation Regulation; Okee- 
chobee Waterway, Mile 126.3, Olga, FL" 
(RIN1625-AA09) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 2, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9062. A communication from the Attor- 
ney Advisor, U.S. Coast Guard, Department 
of Homeland Security, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Re- 
view and Update of Standards for Marine 
Equipment” (RIN1625-AA83) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 2, 2008; to the Committee on Com- 
merce, Science, and Transportation. 

EC-9068. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, Saint Lawrence Seaway Devel- 
opment Corporation, Department of Trans- 
portation, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Corporation's annual financial audit and 
management report for fiscal year 2008; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-9064. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, à report relative to 
enhanced aquaculture and seafood inspec- 
tion; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu- 
trition, and Forestry. 

EC-9065. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, Federal Housing Finance Agen- 
су, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled ‘‘Affordable Housing Pro- 
geram Amendments: Federal Home Loan 
Bank Mortgage Refinancing Authority" 
(RIN2590-AA04) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 4, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-9066. A communication from the Gen- 
eral Counsel, Federal Housing Finance Agen- 
су, transmitting, pursuant to law, the report 
of a rule entitled Federal Home Loan Bank 
Boards of Directors: Eligibility and Elec- 
tions" (RIN2590-AA03) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
4, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, Hous- 
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-9067. A communication from the Asso- 
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled “HUD Programs: Violence 
Against Women Act Conforming Amend- 
ments" (RIN2577-AC65) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
4, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, Hous- 
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-9068. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Export Administration, 
Bureau of Industry and Security, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Addi- 
tion of Certain Persons to the Entity List: 
Persons Acting Contrary to the National Se- 
curity or Foreign Policy Interests of the 
United States" (RIN0694-AE48) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 4, 2008; to the Committee on Bank- 
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-9069. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
"Large-Bank Deposit Insurance Determina- 
tion Modernization” (RIN3064-AD26) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 4, 2008; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 
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EC-9070. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Processing of Deposit Accounts in the 
Event of an Insured Depository Institution 
Failure" (RIN3064-AD26) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem- 
ber 4, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-9071. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Temporary Liquidity Guarantee Program" 
(RIN3064-AD37) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 4, 2008; 
to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

EC-9072. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
“Temporary Liquidity Guarantee Program; 
Amendment to Interim Rule" (RIN38064— 
AD87) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 4, 2008; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

EC-9073. A communication from the Acting 
Chairman, National Transportation Safety 
Board, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port relative to the actions taken to ensure 
that audits are conducted of its programs 
and operations for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

EC-9074. A communication from the Dep- 
uty Assistant Administrator for Regulatory 
Programs, National Marine Fisheries Serv- 
ice, Department of Commerce, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Fisheries in the Western Pacific; Crusta- 
cean Fisheries; Deepwater Shrimp" 
(RIN0648-AV29) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 4, 2008; 
to the Committee on Commerce, Science, 
and Transportation. 

EC-9075. A communication from the Acting 
Director of the Office of Sustainable Fish- 
eries, National Marine Fisheries Service, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the report of à rule entitled 
*Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Northern Rockfish in the Gulf of 
Alaska" (RIN0648-XL92) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem- 
ber 4, 2008; to the Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation. 

ЕС-9076. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks, National Park Service, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of a rule entitled ‘‘Special Regula- 
tions; Areas of the National Park System" 
(RIN1024-AD74) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 4, 2008; 
to the Committee on Energy and Natural Re- 
Sources. 

EC-9077. А communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Bureau of Land Management, 
Department of the Interior, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Mining Claims Under the General Mining 
Laws" (RIN1004-AE00) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
4, 2008; to the Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources. 

EC-9078. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Land and Minerals Manage- 
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled “Land Withdrawals; Amendment of 
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Regulations Regarding Emergency With- 
drawals'" (RIN1004-AE05) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem- 
ber 4, 2008; to the Committee on Energy and 
Natural Resources. 

EC-9079. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Nuclear Regulatory Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, а semiannual re- 
port relative to the status of the Commis- 
sion's licensing and regulatory duties; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-9080. A communication from the Chief 
of the Recovery and Delisting Branch, Fish 
and Wildlife Service, Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘“‘Endangered and 
Threatened Wildlife and Plants: Establish- 
ment of a Nonessential Experimental Popu- 
lation of Rio Grande Silvery Minnow in the 
Big Bend Reach of the Rio Grande in Texas’’ 
(RIN1018-AU68) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 4, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-9081. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks, Department of the Interior, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled ‘‘Importation, Exportation, and Trans- 
portation of Wildlife; Inspection Fees, Im- 
port/Export Licenses, and Import/Export Li- 
cense Exemptions” (RIN1018-AV31) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 4, 2008; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC-9082. A communication from the Chief, 
Branch of Listing, Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Department of the Interior, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Endangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Designation of Critical Habitat for 12 
Species of Picture-wing Flies from the Ha- 
waiian Islands" (RIN1018-AU93) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 4, 2008; to the Committee on Envi- 
ronment and Public Works. 

EC-9083. A communication from the Presi- 
dent and Chief Executive Officer, Overseas 
Private Investment Corporation, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the Corporation’s 
Management Report for fiscal year 2008; to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations. 

ЕС-9084. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report relative to the United 
States-People’s Republic of China Science 
and Technology Agreement of 1979; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

ЕС-9085. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Regulations Policy and Manage- 
ment Staff, Food and Drug Administration, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Obstetrical and Gyneco- 
logical Devices; Designation of Special Con- 
trols for Male Condoms Made of Natural 
Rubber Latex” (RIN0910-AF21) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 4, 2008; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

ЕС-9086. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Regulations Policy and Manage- 
ment Staff, Food and Drug Administration, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Food Labeling: Health 
Claims; Calcium and Osteoporosis, and Cal- 
cium, Vitamin D, and Osteoporosis" (Docket 
No. FDA-2004-P-0205) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
4, 2008; to the Committee on Health, Edu- 
cation, Labor, and Pensions. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


ЕС-9087. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Regulations Policy and Manage- 
ment Staff, Food and Drug Administration, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Use of Ozone-Depleting Sub- 
stances; Removal of Essential-Use Designa- 
tion (Epinephrine)" (RIN0910-AF92) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 4, 2008; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-9088. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Legislative and Regulatory Department, 
Pension Benefit Guaranty Corporation, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a rule entitled ‘‘Benefits Payable in Termi- 
nated Single-Employer Plans; Allocation of 
Assets in Single-Employer Plans; Interest 
Assumptions for Valuing and Paying Bene- 
fits" (29 CFR Parts 4022 and 4044) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 4, 2008; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-9089. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Education, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a vacancy for the position of Director, Insti- 
tute of Education Sciences, received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 4, 2008; to the Committee on Health, 
Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-9090. A communication from the White 
House Liaison, Department of Education, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
a vacancy for the position of Under Sec- 
retary, received in the Office of the Presi- 
dent of the Senate on December 4, 2008; to 
the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions. 

EC-9091. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Administration and Man- 
agement, Department of Labor, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a des- 
ignation of acting officer for the position of 
Acting Assistant Secretary, Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration, received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 4, 2008; to the Committee on 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. 

EC-9092. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Railroad Retirement Board, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the Office of Inspector 
General’s Semiannual Report for the period 
of April 1, 2008, through September 30, 2008; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9093. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Occupational Safety and Health Review 
Commission, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Commission’s Performance and Account- 
ability Report for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-9094. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator, General Services Administra- 
tion, transmitting, pursuant to law, a man- 
agement report on audit final action and the 
Office of Inspector General’s Semiannual Re- 
port for the period of April 1, 2008, through 
September 30, 2008; to the Committee on 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-9095. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Congressional Affairs, Federal 
Election Commission, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the Office of Inspector General’s 
Semiannual Report for the period of April 1, 
2008, through September 30, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-9096. A communication from the Sec- 
retary, Federal Maritime Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the Office of In- 
Spector General's Semiannual Report for the 
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period of April 1, 2008, through September 30, 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

ЕС-9097. A communication from the Attor- 
ney General, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the semiannual reports of the Attorney Gen- 
eral and the Inspector General for the period 
of April 1, 2008, through September 30, 2008; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

ЕС-9098. A communication from the Chair- 
man and Chief Executive Officer, Farm Cred- 
it Administration, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a management report on the status of 
audits and the Office of Inspector General's 
Semiannual Report for the period of April 1, 
2008, through September 30, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

ЕС-9099. A communication from the Chair- 
man, Federal Trade Commission, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the Commission's Per- 
formance and Accountability Report for fis- 
cal year 2008; to the Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9100. A communication from the Prin- 
cipal Deputy Assistant Attorney General, Of- 
fice of Legislative Affairs, Department of 
Justice, transmitting, pursuant to law, a re- 
port relative to the Bureau of Prisons' com- 
pliance with the privatization requirements 
of the Revitalization Act; to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

EC-9101. A communication from the Chief 
of the Regulatory Management Division, 
Citizenship and Immigration Services, De- 
partment of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of а rule en- 
titled ‘‘Special Immigrant and Non- 
immigrant Religious Workers" (RIN1615— 
А А16) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 4, 2008; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

EC-9102. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Regulations Management, Veterans 
Health Administration, Department of Vet- 
erans Affairs, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the report of а rule entitled ‘‘Assistance to 
States in Hiring and Retaining Nurses at 
State Veterans Homes” (RIN2900-AM26) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 4, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans' Affairs. 


EEE 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


The following bills and joint resolu- 
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Ms. SNOWE: 

S. 3718. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to suspend the taxation of 
unemployment compensation for 2 years; to 
the Committee on Finance. 

By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and Mr. 
HATCH): 

S. 3719. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to suspend the minimum 
required pension distribution rules for 2008, 
2009, and 2010; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. SPECTER: 

S. 3720. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to suspend the minimum 
required pension distribution rules for 2008 
and 2009; to the Committee on Finance. 

By Mr. BROWNBACK: 

S. 3721. A bill to prohibit the use of funds 
to transfer individuals detained by the 
United States at Naval Station, Guantanamo 
Bay, Cuba, to the United States Disciplinary 
Barracks, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas; to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 
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By Mrs. FEINSTEIN (for herself and 
Mr. BENNETT): 

S. 3722. A bill to amend the Help America 
Vote Act of 2002 to provide for auditable, 
independent verification of ballots, to ensure 
the security of voting systems, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Rules and Ad- 
ministration. 

By Ms. CANTWELL: 

S. 3723. A bill to establish a framework for 
coordination and cooperation on energy and 
environmental issues among the United 
States, the People’s Republic of China, and 
India, and for other purposes; to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations. 

By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. EN- 
SIGN): 

S. 3724. A bill to direct the Secretary to 
take land into trust for the Te-moak Tribe of 
Western Shoshone Indians of Nevada; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re- 
sources. 


———— — 


SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 


The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and 
Mr. ROBERTS): 

S. Res. 721. A resolution recognizing and 
honoring the Smith Center High School foot- 
ball team; to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

By Mr. SPECTER: 

S. Res. 722. A resolution recognizing Janu- 
ary 2, 2009 as ‘National Advertising Spe- 
cialty рау”; to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

By Mr. McCONNELL (for himself and 
Mr. REID): 

S. Res. 723. A resolution to permit the col- 
lection of clothing, toys, food, and 
housewares during the holiday season for 
charitable purposes in Senate buildings; con- 
sidered and agreed to. 


rE 


ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 


S. 893 
At the request of Mr. DEMINT, the 
name of the Senator from Louisiana 
(Mr. VITTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 893, a bill to allow a State to com- 
bine certain funds and enter into a per- 
formance agreement with the Sec- 
retary of Education to improve the 
academic achievement of students. 
S. 1287 
At the request of Mr. SMrTH, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mrs. LINCOLN) was added as à cospon- 
sor of S. 1287, a bill to amend the Inter- 
nal Revenue Code of 1986 to allow an 
Offset against income tax refunds to 
pay for State judicial debts that are 
past-due. 
S. 2521 
At the request of Mr. LIEBERMAN, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co- 
Sponsor of S. 2521, a bill to provide ben- 
efits to domestic partners of Federal 
employees. 
S. 2928 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Wisconsin 
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(Mr. FEINGOLD) was added as a cospon- 
sor of S. 2928, a bill to ban bisphenol A 
in children's products. 
S. 3150 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3150, à bill to prohibit the Sec- 
retary of Transportation or the Admin- 
istrator of Federal Aviation Adminis- 
tration from conducting auctions, im- 
plementing congestion pricing, lim- 
iting airport operations, or charging 
certain use fees at airports. 
S. 3533 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. KENNEDY) was added as a co- 
sponsor of S. 3533, a bill to establish 


the Daniel Webster Congressional 
Clerkship Program. 
S. 3672 


At the request of Mr. Baucus, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3672, a bill to amend title 23, 
United States Code, to improve eco- 
nomic opportunity and development in 
rural States through highway invest- 
ment, and for other purposes. 

S. 3673 

At the request of Mr. Baucus, the 
name of the Senator from Montana 
(Mr. TESTER) was added as à cosponsor 
of S. 3673, a bill to amend title 23, 
United States Code, to improve high- 
way transportation in the Untied 
States, including rural and metropoli- 
tan areas. 

S. 3684 

At the request of Ms. MIKULSKI, the 
names of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. INHOFE) the Senator from 
Vermont (Mr. SANDERS) and the Sen- 
ator from Ohio (Mr. VOINOVICH) were 
added as cosponsors of S. 3684, a bill to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 to allow an above-the-line deduc- 
tion against individual income tax for 
interest in indebtedness and for State 
sales and excise taxes with respect to 
the purchase of certain motor vehicles. 

S. 3697 

At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Oklahoma 
(Mr. COBURN) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3697, a bill to amend the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act to 
require approval by the Congress for 
certain expenditures for the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program. 

S. 3698 

At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
names of the Senator from Alaska (Ms. 
MURKOWSKI) and the Senator from 
Washington (Mrs. MURRAY) were added 
as cosponsors of S. 3698, a bill to pro- 
hibit any recipient of emergency Fed- 
eral economic assistance from using 
such funds for lobbying expenditures or 
political contributions, to improve 
transparency, enhance accountability, 
encourage responsible corporate gov- 
ernance, and for other purposes. 
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STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


By Ms. SNOWE: 

S. 3718. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to suspend the 
taxation of unemployment compensa- 
tion for 2 years; to the Committee on 
Finance. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce a bill that will pro- 
vide much-needed relief to struggling 
families across America. The Unem- 
ployment Benefit Tax Suspension Act 
of 2008 is à critical piece of legislation 
that would suspend the collection of 
federal income tax on unemployment 
benefits for 2008 and 2009. 

In light of the calamitous labor mar- 
ket, Congress must act to ensure that 
workers who lose their jobs do not also 
lose their livelihoods. On Friday, the 
Labor Department released sobering 
Statistics that demonstrated the grav- 
ity of the situation we face. In Novem- 
ber, the economy shed 533,000 jobs, the 
largest monthly job loss since Decem- 
ber 1974. Our unemployment rate now 
Stands at а perilous 6.7 percent, a 15- 
year high. We have lost 1.9 million jobs 
since the beginning of our present re- 
cession in December 2007—including 25 
of those jobs in the last 3 months 
alone—and the number of unemployed 
stands at a whopping 10.3 million. 

Suspending the federal income tax on 
unemployment benefits is a simple way 
to assist our nation’s unemployed 
workers and families. In fact, the CBO 
has estimated that in 2005, of the 8.1 
million recipients of UC benefits, 7.5 
million had incomes of under $100,000. 
As such, most of the benefits of sus- 
pending this tax are likely to go to 
lower- and middle-income families, 
those struggling harder than ever just 
to makes ends meet. 

During these challenging times, 
taxes on unemployment compensation 
represents a burden that unemployed 
members of our society simply cannot 
afford. Working families are already 
suffering, with the high cost of gro- 
ceries, an unstable energy market, and 
the outrageous price tag for health 
care. My bill offers a means to help 
stimulate the economy by making un- 
employed workers’ benefits stretch far- 
ther. While it is certainly not a solu- 
tion to the problem, it is a step in the 
right direction. 

President-elect Obama has voiced his 
support for this general idea, calling it 
“a way of giving more relief to fami- 
lies," and I believe that is the ultimate 
goal we must pursue in these trying 
times. I look forward to seeing this bill 
is passed in à timely manner, so that 
the impact can be immediate. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, аз follows: 
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S. 3718 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Unemploy- 
ment Benefit Tax Suspension Act of 2008". 
SEC. 2. SUSPENSION OF TAX ON UNEMPLOYMENT 

COMPENSATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 85 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to unemploy- 
ment compensation) is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subsection: 

(с) TEMPORARY SUSPENSION.—Subsection 
(a) shall not apply to taxable years begin- 
ning after December 31, 2007, and before Jan- 
uary 1, 2010.". 


By Ms. SNOWE (for herself and 
Mr. HATCH): 

S. 3719. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to suspend the 
minimum required pension distribution 
rules for 2008, 2009, and 2010; to the 
Committee on Finance. 

Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
rise to introduce legislation to offer re- 
lief to retirees who are being forced to 
take so-called required minimum dis- 
tributions from their retirement ac- 
counts in a year in which the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average has fallen a 
staggering 35 percent. Because retirees 
are forced to make withdrawals from 
their retirement accounts, they cannot 
wait for equities markets to recover 
and must, in many cases, unnecessarily 
absorb devastating losses. The Retire- 
ment Account Distribution Improve- 
ment Act of 2008 would suspend re- 
quired minimum distribution rules 
until 2011 to allow retirees the ability 
to recoup some of their losses. 

Under current law, individuals who 
have reached age 70.5 generally must 
begin to withdraw funds from their 
IRAs or defined contribution retire- 
ment plans, including 401(k), 403(b), 457, 
and TSP plans. The withdrawals must 
begin by April 1 of the year in which an 
individual attains age 70.5. Failure to 
take a required minimum distribution 
may result in a 50 percent excise tax on 
the difference between what must be 
withdrawn and the amount actually 
distributed. 

In times that equities markets are 
rising and retirement account balances 
are growing, required minimum dis- 
tribution rules are sensible. Indeed, 
they ensure the government gains rev- 
enue after years of tax-deferred 
growth. Unfortunately, we are now wit- 
nessing unprecedented losses in equi- 
ties markets that have caused many 
individuals to suffer steep losses in 
their retirement account balances. In- 
deed, the American Association of Re- 
tired Persons has said that retirement 
accounts have lost as much as $2.3 tril- 
lion between September 30, 2007, and 
October 16 of this year. Forcing indi- 
viduals to liquidate accounts and pay 
income taxes on the proceeds, as is re- 
quired under current law, instead of al- 
lowing them to wait until the market 
recovers and continue to defer tax, 
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simply adds insult to injury. Moreover, 
mandating withdrawals may cause 
stock prices to fall, hurting other in- 
vestors. 

It is for these reasons that I am 
today introducing legislation to waive 
minimum required distributions for the 
2008 to 2010 period. Under my legisla- 
tion, retirement plan custodians would 
be prohibited from making required 
distributions unless an individual spe- 
cifically asked that funds be with- 
drawn. Plan custodians would have to 
send individuals a notification to alert 
them that they must make an affirma- 
tive election to receive funds from 
their accounts. Finally, to benefit indi- 
viduals who have already taken a re- 
quired minimum distribution for 2008, 
the bill would allow a re-contribution 
of those amounts into a retirement ac- 
count by July 1, 2009. 

Iam aware that others have proposed 
variations on the provisions I am intro- 
ducing today. For example, Treasury 
Secretary Henry Paulson may be con- 
sidering very short-term administra- 
tive relief. While well intentioned, this 
approach does not guarantee meaning- 
ful long-term action. Meanwhile, oth- 
ers have drafted legislation to suspend 
minimum distribution rules. Notably, 
Senators BAUCUS, GRASSLEY, KENNEDY, 
and ENZI, offered legislation, The 
Worker, Retiree and Employer Recov- 
ery Act of 2008, before the Thanks- 
giving Recess, a measure that I have 
cosponsored because it includes many 
worthy provisions such as a one-year 
waiver of required minimum distribu- 
tion rules. While I greatly appreciate 
their efforts and hope that we can clear 
that bill as early as today, we must do 
more. A 1-year waiver of minimum dis- 
tribution rules is simply a good start, 
but with many predicting a multi-year 
recession, I believe the waiver should 
be at least 3 years. 

Congress must adopt a longer-term 
approach to helping individuals protect 
their retirement assets and weather 
the current economic storm. Individ- 
uals may require several years to re- 
coup losses they have sustained, and by 
enabling them to keep assets in their 
retirement accounts until 2011, this bill 
offers them that opportunity. After 2 
years, Congress can reevaluate whether 
the waiver of current-law rules should 
be further extended. I urge all Senators 
to consider the benefits this legislation 
will provide to millions of retirees all 
across the United States, and I look 
forward to working with my colleagues 
to enact it in a timely manner. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3719 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 


December 8, 2008 


SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Retirement 
Account Distribution Improvement Act of 
2008". 

SEC. 2. TEMPORARY WAIVER OF REQUIRED MIN- 
IMUM DISTRIBUTION RULES FOR 
CERTAIN RETIREMENT PLANS AND 
ACCOUNTS. 

(а) IN GENERAL.—Section 401(a)(9) of the In- 
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to re- 
quired distributions) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new subparagraph: 

‘(H) TEMPORARY WAIVER OF MINIMUM RE- 
QUIRED DISTRIBUTION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— The requirements of this 
paragraph shall not apply in calendar year 
2008, 2009, or 2010 to— 

"(D a defined contribution plan which is 
described in this subsection or in section 
403(a) or 403(b), 

*"(II) a defined contribution plan which is 
an eligible deferred compensation plan de- 
Scribed in section 457(b) but only if such plan 
is maintained by an employer described in 
section 457(e)(1)(A), or 

“(ПІ an individual retirement plan. 

011) PLANS ONLY TO MAKE ELECTIVE DIS- 
TRIBUTIONS.—A trust forming part of a plan 
shall not constitute a qualified trust under 
this subsection unless the plan provides that 
it will not make a payment or distribution 
during calendar year 2009 or 2010 which would 
otherwise be made to meet the requirements 
of this paragraph unless the employee or 
beneficiary elects to have such payment or 
distribution made. This clause shall not 
apply to an employee or beneficiary who is 
receiving, after the annuity starting date, 
distributions under the plan through an an- 
nuity contract issued by a company licensed 
to do business as an insurance company 
under the laws of any State. 

*(iii) ELECTION.—An election under clause 
(i) shall be made at such time and in such 
manner as the Secretary may prescribe. The 
Secretary may permit an employer to offer 
only 1 election that applies to 2009 and 2010 
or may require employers to offer separate 
elections for each calendar year. 

**(1iv) INDIVIDUAL RETIREMENT PLANS EXEMPT 
FROM ELECTIVE DISTRIBUTION REQUIREMENT.— 
In the case of an individual retirement ac- 
count or annuity described in section 408, 
this subparagraph shall be applied without 
regard to clauses (ii) and (iii). 

(у) SPECIAL RULES REGARDING WAIVER PE- 
RIOD.—For purposes of this paragraph— 

"(D the required beginning date with re- 
spect to any individual shall be determined 
without regard to this subparagraph for pur- 
poses of applying this paragraph to calendar 
years after 2010, and 

*(II) if clause (ii) of subparagraph (B) ap- 
plies to such individual, the 5-year period de- 
scribed in such clause shall be determined 
without regard to calendar years 2008, 2009, 
or 2010.". 

(b) ELIGIBLE ROLLOVER DISTRIBUTIONS.— 

Section 402(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 (defining eligible rollover dis- 
tribution) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new flush sentence: 
“Tf all or any portion of a distribution during 
2008, 2009, or 2010 is treated as an eligible 
rollover distribution but would not be so 
treated if the minimum distribution require- 
ments under section 401(a)(9) had applied 
during such calendar year, such distribution 
shall not be treated as an eligible rollover 
distribution for purposes of section 401(a)(31) 
or 3405(c) or subsection (f) of this section’’. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 
this section shall apply to taxable years be- 
ginning after December 31, 2007. 


December 8, 2008 


(2 RECONTRIBUTIONS OF DISTRIBUTIONS IN 
2008 OR EARLY 2009.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—If à person receives 1 or 
more eligible distributions, the person may, 
on or before July 1, 2009, make one or more 
contributions (in an aggregate amount not 
exceeding all eligible distributions) to an eli- 
gible retirement plan and to which a rollover 
contribution of such distribution could be 
made under section 402(c), 403(a)(4), 403(b)(8), 
408(d)(3), ог 457(e)(16) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986, as the case may be. For pur- 
poses of the preceding sentence, rules similar 
to the rules of clauses (ii) and (iii) of section 
402(c)(11)(A) of such Code shall apply in the 
case of a beneficiary who is not the surviving 
spouse of the employee or of the owner of the 
individual retirement plan. 

(B) ELIGIBLE DISTRIBUTION.—For purposes 
of this paragraph— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
clause (ii), the term ''eligible distribution" 
means an applicable distribution to a person 
from an individual account or annuity— 

(I) under a plan which is described in 
clause (iv), and 

(ID from which a distribution would, but 
for the application of section 401(a)(9)(H) of 
such Code, have been required to have been 
made to the individual for 2008 or 2009, 
whichever is applicable, in order to satisfy 
the requirements of sections  401(a)(9), 
404(a)(2), 403(b)10), 408(а)(6), 408(b)(3), and 
457(d)(2) of such Code. 

(ii) ELIGIBLE DISTRIBUTIONS LIMITED TO RE- 
QUIRED DISTRIBUTIONS.—The aggregate 
amount of applicable distributions which 
may be treated as eligible distributions for 
purposes of this paragraph shall not exceed— 

(I) for purposes of applying subparagraph 
(A) to distributions made in 2008, the amount 
which would, but for the application of sec- 
tion 401(a)(9)(H) of such Code, have been re- 
quired to have been made to the individual 
in order to satisfy the requirements of sec- 
tions 401(a)(9), 404(a)(2), 403(b)(10), 408(a)(6), 
408(b)(3), and 457(d)(2) of such Code for 2008, 
and 

(II) for purposes of applying subparagraph 
(A) to distributions made in 2009, the sum of 
the amount which would, but for the applica- 
tion of such section 401(a)(9)(H), have been 
required to have been made to the individual 
in order to satisfy such requirements for 
2009, plus the excess (if any) of the amount 
described in subclause (I) which may be dis- 
tributed in 2009 to meet such requirements 
for 2008 over the portion of such amount 
taken into account under subclause (I) for 
distributions made in 2008. 

(iii) APPLICABLE DISTRIBUTION.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘applicable dis- 
tribution" means a payment or distribution 
which is made during the period beginning 
on January 1, 2008, and ending on June 30, 
2009. 

(ID EXCEPTION FOR MINIMUM REQUIRED DIS- 
TRIBUTIONS FOR OTHER YEARS.—Such term 
shall not include a payment or distribution 
which is required to be made in order to sat- 
isfy the requirements of section 401(a)(9), 
404(а)(2), 403(b)10) 408(a)(6), 408(0)(3), or 
457(1)(2) of such Code for a calendar year 
other than 2008 or 2009. 

(III) EXCEPTION FOR PAYMENTS IN A SE- 
RIES.—In the case of any plan described in 
clause (iv)(I), such term shall not include 
any payment or distribution made in 2009 
which is a payment or distribution described 
in section 402(c)(4)(A). 

(iv) PLANS DESCRIBED.—A plan is described 
in this clause if the plan is— 

(I) a defined contribution plan (within the 
meaning of section 414(i) of such Code) which 
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is described in section 401, 403(a), or 403(b) of 
such Code or which is an eligible deferred 
compensation plan described in section 457(b) 
of such Code maintained by an eligible em- 
ployer described in section 457(e)(1)(A)) of 
such Code, or 

(II) an individual retirement plan (as de- 
fined in section 7701(a)(37) of such Code). 

(C) TREATMENT OF REPAYMENTS OF DIS- 
TRIBUTIONS FROM ELIGIBLE RETIREMENT PLANS 
OTHER THAN IRAS.—For purposes of the Inter- 
nal Revenue Code of 1986, if a contribution is 
made pursuant to subparagraph (A) with re- 
spect to a payment or distribution from a 
plan other than an individual retirement 
plan, then the taxpayer shall, to the extent 
of the amount of the contribution, be treated 
as having received the payment or distribu- 
tion in an eligible rollover distribution (as 
defined in section 402(c)(4) of such Code) and 
as having transferred the amount to the plan 
in a direct trustee to trustee transfer. 

(D) TREATMENT OF REPAYMENTS FOR DIS- 
TRIBUTIONS FROM IRAS.—For purposes of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, if a contribu- 
tion is made pursuant to subparagraph (A) 
with respect to a payment or distribution 
from an individual retirement plan (as de- 
fined by section 17701(a)(37) of such Code), 
then, to the extent of the amount of the con- 
tribution, such payments or distributions 
shall be treated as a distribution that satis- 
fies subparagraphs (A) and (B) of section 
408(d)(3) of such Code and as having been 
transferred to the individual retirement plan 
in a direct trustee to trustee transfer. 

(3) PROVISIONS RELATING TO PLAN OR CON- 
TRACT AMENDMENTS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—If this paragraph applies 
to any pension plan or contract amendment, 
such pension plan or contract shall be treat- 
ed as being operated in accordance with the 
terms of the plan during the period described 
in subparagraph (B)(ii)(1). 

(B) AMENDMENTS TO WHICH PARAGRAPH AP- 
PLIES.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.— This paragraph shall apply 
to any amendment to any pension plan or 
annuity contract which— 

(I) is made by pursuant to the amendments 
made by this section, and 

(ID is made on or before the last day of the 
first plan year beginning on or after January 
1, 2011. 

In the case of à governmental plan, sub- 
clause (II) shall be applied by substituting 
“2012” for “2011”. 

(ii) CONDITIONS.— This paragraph shall not 
apply to any amendment unless— 

(I) during the period beginning on January 
1, 2009, and ending on December 31, 2010 (or, 
if earlier, the date the plan or contract 
amendment is adopted), the plan or contract 
is operated as if such plan or contract 
amendment were in effect; and 

(ID such plan or contract amendment ap- 
plies retroactively for such period. 


By Mr. SPECTER: 

S. 8720. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to suspend the 
minimum required pension distribution 
rules for 2008 and 2009; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition to introduce legis- 
lation to temporarily suspend the re- 
quirement that persons aged 70% and 
over take minimum distributions from 
their pensions or Individual Retire- 
ment Accounts, IRAs. 

I offer this legislation because of the 
economic situation our country is in at 
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this moment. At a time when our fi- 
nancial markets are so greatly unsta- 
ble, the government should not be re- 
quiring people—especially retired citi- 
zens likely living on fixed incomes—to 
take money out of the markets. If sen- 
iors need this money, and want to take 
this money out of their pension plans, 
they should certainly be allowed to do 
so. But right now, while the markets 
are so unpredictable, I think it is wise 
for Congress to suspend the require- 
ment that persons aged 70:2 and above 


take mandatory distributions from 
their pensions, 401(k)s, and IRAs. 
The legislation I am introducing 


today will suspend this requirement for 
1 year. Recently, forecasters at the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Philadelphia 
estimated that the United States will 
enter into a recession lasting approxi- 
mately 14 months. While I certainly 
hope that they are wrong, and our 
economy begins to improve as Congress 
looks at various ways to stimulate the 
financial markets, I think we must be 
prudent in preparing for the worst. A 1 
year suspension of the required pension 
distribution rule would allow time for 
the markets to stabilize. If, à year 
from now, our financial situation has 
not vastly improved, I believe it may 
be prudent to visit this issue again. 

This legislation is a simple fix that 
will have a significant impact on both 
the financial markets and the port- 
folios of our senior citizens. Requiring 
Seniors to take disbursements from 
their pensions or IRAs now will also 
likely mean that, with the markets at 
such a low point, seniors will be losing 
a significant amount of money. Cur- 
rent tax law not only is hurting the fi- 
nancial markets with this rule, it is 
also hurting the wallets of seniors who 
will see smaller distributions and dwin- 
dling pensions. If seniors don't need 
these distributions right now, let them 
keep their money in their retirement 
plans until the markets can rebuild 
and boost the amount those retirement 
plans are worth. 

Another provision in this legislation 
would allow retirees who have already 
taken distributions in 2008 to reinvest 
those distributions back into their pen- 
sion plan without penalty. This again 
would put money back into the mar- 
kets if the recipients don't yet need the 
money at this time. 

I hope that we will be able to weather 
the current financial storm we are in 
quickly. Through small measures like 
this one, in conjunction with the larger 
measures that Congress has already 
done, we can begin to bring stability to 
the markets. I look forward to working 
with my colleagues on this and other 
legislation to help the families in this 
country who are hurting because of the 
economic downturn. 


By Mr. BROWNBACK: 
S. 3721. A bill to prohibit the use of 
funds to transfer individuals detained 
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by the United States at Naval Station, 
Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to the United 
States Disciplinary Barracks, Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

Mr. BROWNBACK. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the text of 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3721 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FUNDS TO 
TRANSFER INDIVIDUALS DETAINED 
AT GUANTANAMO BAY, CUBA, TO 
THE UNITED STATES DISCIPLINARY 
BARRACKS, FORT LEAVENWORTH, 
KANSAS. 

None of the funds appropriated or other- 
wise made available to any Federal depart- 
ment or agency may be used to transfer any 
individual detained by the United States at 
Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, to 
the United States Disciplinary Barracks, 
Fort Leavenworth, Kansas. 


By Mr. REID (for himself and Mr. 
ENSIGN): 

S. 3724. A bill to direct the Secretary 
to take land into trust for the Te-moak 
Tribe of Western Shoshone Indians of 
Nevada; to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I rise today 
with my good friend Senator ENSIGN to 
introduce the Elko Indian Colony Ex- 
pansion Act of 2008. 

The Te-Moak Tribe of Western Sho- 
shone Indians of Nevada includes four 
constituent bands, each having a sepa- 
rate reservation or colony in north- 
eastern Nevada. One of the Te-moak 
Tribe’s bands—the Elko Band—has a 
strong need for additional land. While 
their population has steadily grown, 
their land base has remained the same 
for over 75 years. This legislation 
would direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to make a reasonable expansion of 
the Te-moak Tribe’s Elko Colony by 
taking 375 acres of land into trust. 

The histories of the city of Elko and 
the Elko Indian Colony have long been 
intertwined. Elko was established as a 
railroad town in 1868 with the construc- 
tion of the Central Pacific, part of the 
first transcontinental railroad. Sho- 
shone families that had long lived in 
the area camped nearby to work on the 
railroad and in the area’s mines and 
ranches. 

Government officials tried to relo- 
cate Elko’s Indian families and all 
Western Shoshones to the Duck Valley 
Indian Reservation, 100 miles to the 
north of Elko, when it was created in 
1877. The families refused to leave, 
however, and managed to stay in the 
Elko area. When the government’s for- 
mal relocation policy failed, separate 
"colonies" for remaining Shoshone 
families were established. In 1918, 
President Woodrow Wilson reserved 160 
acres for the Shoshone Indians near 
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Elko by executive order. Another 33 
acres were later purchased by the Bu- 
reau of Indian Affairs, BIA, and were 
made part of the colony by Congress in 
1931. 

Today the Elko Colony is a thriving 
community. More than half of the Te- 
Moak’s Tribe’s enrolled members live 
and work in Elko, yet the Elko Colony 
has one of the smallest land bases of 
the four constituent bands. Over 350 
tribal members are forced to live off of 
the colony because of a lack of reserva- 
tion housing. Our legislation would ad- 
dress this need for more land by direct- 
ing the Secretary of the Interior to 
take approximately 375 acres of land 
into trust for the tribe. These lands are 
currently managed by the Bureau of 
Land Management, BLM, and are adja- 
cent to the existing Elko Colony. The 
land would be available for residential 
or commercial development, or for tra- 
ditional uses, like ceremonial gath- 
erings, hunting, and plant collecting. 

We have received strong letters of 
support for this proposal from both the 
City of Elko and Elko County. It is al- 
ways encouraging when communities 
come together to work on a project 
like this, and we are grateful for their 
collective work on this effort. I also 
want to highlight that the city has a 
number of rights-of-way that cross the 
land in question, and our legislation is 
designed to protect those interests. 

This bill will do so much to improve 
the lives of the Elko Band of the Te- 
Moak Tribe. We are pleased to bring 
this legislation to the committee and 
we look forward to working with Chair- 
man  BINGAMAN, Ranking Member 
DOMENICI and the other distinguished 
members to move this bill through the 
process. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be placed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3724 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Elko Indian 
Colony Expansion Act of 2008”. 

SEC. 2. DEFINITIONS. 

In this Act: 

(1) MAP.—The term ‘‘map’’ means the map 
entitled ‘‘Te-moak Tribal Land Expansion", 
dated September 30, 2008, and on file and 
available for public inspection in the appro- 
priate offices of the Bureau of Land Manage- 
ment. 

(2) SEORETARY.— The term “Secretary” 
means the Secretary of the Interior, acting 
through the Director of the Bureau of Land 
Management. 

(3) TRIBE.—The term ‘‘Tribe’’ means the 
Te-moak Tribe of Western Shoshone Indians 
of Nevada, which is a federally recognized In- 
dian tribe. 

SEC. 3. LAND TO BE HELD IN TRUST FOR THE TE- 


MOAK TRIBE OF WESTERN SHO- 
SHONE INDIANS OF NEVADA. 


(а) IN GENERAL.—Subject to valid existing 
rights, all right, title, and interest of the 
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United States in and to the land described in 
subsection (b)— 

(1) shall be held in trust by the United 
States for the benefit and use of the Tribe; 
and 

(2) shall be part of the reservation of the 
Tribe. 

(b) DESCRIPTION OF LAND.—The land re- 
ferred to in subsection (a) consists of ap- 
proximately 373 acres of land administered 
by the Bureau of Land Management and 
identified on the map as ‘‘Lands to be Held 
in Trust’’. 

(c) SURVEY.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of enactment of this Act, the Sec- 
retary shall complete a survey of the bound- 
ary lines to establish the boundaries of the 
land taken into trust under subsection (a). 

(d) CONDITIONS.— 

(1) GAMING.—Land taken into trust under 
subsection (a) shall not be eligible, or consid- 
ered to have been taken into trust, for class 
II gaming or class III gaming (as those terms 
are defined in section 4 of the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act (25 U.S.C. 2703)). 

(2) USE OF TRUST LAND.—With respect to 
the use of the land taken into trust under 
subsection (a), the Tribe shall limit the use 
of the land to— 

(A) traditional and customary uses; 

(B) stewardship conservation for the ben- 
efit of the Tribe; and 

(С)(1) residential or recreational develop- 
ment; or 

(ii) commercial use. 

(3) THINNING; LANDSCAPE RESTORATION.— 
With respect to the land taken into trust 
under subsection (a), the Secretary, in con- 
sultation and coordination with the Tribe, 
may carry out any fuels reduction and other 
landscape restoration activities on the land 
that is beneficial to the Tribe and the Bu- 
reau of Land Management. 

SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated 
such sums as are necessary to carry out this 
Act. 


ee em 


SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 


SENATE RESOLUTION 721—RECOG- 
NIZING AND HONORING THE 
SMITH CENTER HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL TEAM 


Mr. BROWNBACK (for himself and 
Mr. ROBERTS) submitted the following 
resolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. REs. 721 


Whereas the citizens of Kansas are truly 
proud of the Smith Center High School foot- 
ball team for capturing the team’s fifth 
State football championship title after fin- 
ishing an undefeated season; 

Whereas Smith Center has won 67 consecu- 
tive games, which is the third-longest win- 
ning streak among high school football 
teams in the nation, and which breaks the 
State record; 

Whereas Smith Center set a national 
record by scoring 72 first-quarter points in a 
playoff game in 2007; 

Whereas, in the 2007 season, Smith Center 
outscored its opponents 844-20; 

Whereas head football coach Roger Barta 
has provided consistent leadership for the 
team, has led Smith Center to win 7 State ti- 
tles, and was named national high school 
football coach of the year by the U.S. Army 
All-American Bowl Selection Committee; 
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Whereas Smith Center players provide an 
excellent example to our nation's youth by 
signing a pledge to stay away from drugs, al- 
cohol, and tobacco, and by demonstrating 
outstanding determination and teamwork; 
and 

Whereas the members of the Smith Center 
High School football team include: Ethan 
Eastes, Clay Pickel, Colt Rogers, Aaron 
McNary, Joe Osburn, Truitt Kuhlmann, Alex 
Hobelmann, Trevor Rempe, Travis Rempe, 
Kris Lehmann, Brock Baxter, Shawn 
Stansbury, Garrett Kuhlmann, Matt Atwood, 
Taylor Rippe, Tracy Hudson, Trey Molzahn, 
Aaron Sellars, Marshall McCall, Cole 
McDowell, Dereck McNary, Chase McDonald, 
William  Overmiller, Jon Osburn, Nate 
Fiester, Monroe Schmidt, Joel Osburn, 
Kaden Roush, Brit Nixon, Van Tucker, 
Logan Tuxhorn, Dillon Corbett, Grady 
Brooks, Cole Conaway, Nathan Cox, Louis 
Frazier, Jesse Roush, Spencer VanderGiesen, 
Zachary  Herdt, Trenton Terrill, Bryce 
Standley, Cody Tucker, Josh McDowell, Kale 
Terrill, Kelly Wiig, Jake Fischer, Curtis 
Favinger, Collin Duntz, Johny Troy, Billie 
Stokesbury, Josh Nixon, Justin Nixon, 
Anden Hughes, Spencer Kirchhoff, Jace 
Winder, and Kalen Mace: Now, therefore, be 
it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) congratulates the Smith Center High 
School football team, including the players, 
head coach Roger Barta, and the coaching 
staff, on a victorious season; and 

(2) thanks the team for the great honor it 
has brought to Smith Center and to the 
State of Kansas. 


Se 


SENATE RESOLUTION 722—RECOG- 
NIZING JANUARY 2, 2009 AS ‘‘NA- 
TIONAL ADVERTISING SPE- 
CIALTY DAY" 


Mr. SPECTER submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 722 


Whereas an advertising specialty is any 
item imprinted with a logo or slogan and 
given out to promote à company, organiza- 
tion, product, service, special achievement, 
or event; 

Whereas the presidential campaign of 
George Washington first used advertising 
Specialties in the United States in 1789, in 
the form of collectible buttons; 

Whereas there are more than 750,000 vari- 
eties of specialty advertising; 

Whereas the advertising specialty industry 
employs more than 844,000 professionals 
across the United States, and 85 percent of 
these professionals are employed by small- 
or medium-sized businesses, some of which 
gross up to $1,000,000 per year; 

Whereas the advertising specialty industry 
has grown an average of 4 percent each year 
since 2003 and reached $19,600,000,000 in 2007; 

Whereas advertising specialties accounted 
for 14 percent of all tracked advertising 
Spending in the United States in 2007; and 

Whereas the advertising specialty industry 
accounts for more than 9,000 jobs in Pennsyl- 
vania: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) recognizes January 2, 2009 as ‘‘National 
Advertising Specialty Day”; and 

(2) acknowledges the contributions the spe- 
cialty advertising industry makes to the 
economy of the United States. 


Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I have 
sought recognition to introduce a reso- 
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lution recognizing January 2 as Na- 
tional Advertising Specialty Day. 

An advertising specialty is any item 
imprinted with a logo or slogan and 
given out to promote a company, orga- 
nization, product, service, special 
achievement or event. The use of ad- 
vertising specialties has historical rel- 
evance as the industry dates back to 
George Washington’s use of collectible 
buttons in his presidential campaign in 
1789. Today, there are over 750,000 vari- 
eties of advertising specialties. 

The advertising specialty industry is 
now a major contributor to the United 
States economy. The industry employs 
over 344,000 professionals, including 
9,000 in Pennsylvania. Eighty-five per- 
cent of these professionals are em- 
ployed in small or medium-size busi- 
nesses, some of which gross up to one 
million dollars per year. 

The advertising specialty industry 
has experienced substantial growth. It 
has grown annually at an average rate 
of 4 percent since 2003 making it a 19.6 
billion dollar industry in 2007. Adver- 
tising specialties now account for over 
14 percent of all tracked advertising 
spending in the United States. 

It is important to recognize the posi- 
tive contributions the advertising spe- 
cialty industry has had on the econ- 
omy by creating jobs and small busi- 
nesses. I urge my colleagues to support 
this industry by designating January 2 
as National Advertising Specialty Day. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 728—TO PER- 
MIT THE COLLECTION OF CLOTH- 
ING, TOYS, FOOD, AND 
HOUSEWARES DURING THE HOLI- 
DAY SEASON FOR CHARITABLE 
PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD- 
INGS 


Mr. McCONNELL (for himself and 
Mr. REID) submitted the following reso- 


lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 723 
Resolved, 


SECTION 1. COLLECTION OF CLOTHING, TOYS, 
FOOD, AND HOUSEWARES DURING 
THE HOLIDAY SEASON FOR CHARI- 
TABLE PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD- 
INGS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding апу 
other provision of the rules or regulations of 
the Senate— 

(1) а Senator, officer, or employee of the 
Senate may collect from another Senator, 
officer, or employee of the Senate within 
Senate buildings nonmonetary donations of 
clothing, toys, food, and housewares for 
charitable purposes related to serving those 
in need or members of the Armed Services 
and their families during the holiday season, 
if such purposes do not otherwise violate any 
rule or regulation of the Senate or of Federal 
law; and 

(2) а Senator, officer, or employee of the 
Senate may work with a nonprofit organiza- 
tion with respect to the delivery of dona- 
tions described in paragraph (1). 

(b) EXPIRATION.— The authority provided 
by this resolution shall expire at the end of 
the 110th Congress. 
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NOTICE OF HEARING 
COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 

Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I 
would like to announce for the infor- 
mation of the Senate and the public 
that a hearing has been scheduled be- 
fore the Senate Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources. The hearing 
will be held on Wednesday, December 
10, 2008, at 9:30 a.m., in room SD-366 of 
the Dirksen Senate Office Building. 

The purpose of the hearing is to re- 
ceive testimony regarding investments 
in clean energy and natural resources 
projects and programs to create green 
jobs and to stimulate the economy. 

Because of the limited time available 
for the hearing, witnesses may testify 
by invitation only. However, those 
wishing to submit written testimony 
for the hearing record may do so by 
sending it to the Committee on Energy 
and Natural Resources, United States 
Senate, Washington, D.C. 20510-6150, or 
by e-mail to Rosemarie 
Calabro@energy.senate.gov 

For further information, please con- 
tact Deborah Estes at (202) 224-5360, 
Scott Miller at (202) 224-5488, or Rose- 
marie Calabro at (202) 224-5039. 


-u 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 


EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 


Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to executive session to con- 
sider the following nominations: Cal- 
endar Nos. 813 to and including 827, ex- 
cept 815; and all nominations on the 
Secretary's desk in the Air Force, 
Army, Marine Corps, and Navy; that 
the nominations be confirmed en bloc 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table; that no further motions 
be in order; that any statements relat- 
ing to the nominations be printed in 
the RECORD; and that the President be 
immediately notified of the Senate's 
action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Мг. 
SANDERS). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

The nominations considered and con- 
firmed en bloc are as follows: 

IN THE AIR FORCE 

The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
624: 

To be major general 
Brig. Gen. David J. Scott 

The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the Reserve of the Air Force to the 
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
12203: 

To be brigadier general 
James N. Stewart 

The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated while assigned to a position 
of importance and responsibility under title 
10, U.S.C., section 601: 
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To be lieutenant general 
Maj. Gen. John C. Koziol 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
624: 
To be major general 
Brig. Gen. Stephen L. Hoog 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated while assigned to a position 
of importance and responsibility under title 
10, U.S.C., section 601: 
To be lieutenant general 
Maj. Gen. Loren M. Reno 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
624: 
To be brigadier general 
Col. James К. McLaughlin 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Air Force to the 
grade indicated while assigned to a position 
of importance and responsibility under title 
10, U.S.C., section 601: 
To be lieutenant general 
Maj. Gen. Mark A. Welsh, III 
IN THE NAVY 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Navy to the grade 
indicated while assigned to a position of im- 
portance and responsibility under title 10, 
U.S.C., section 601: 
To be vice admiral 
Rear Adm. John M. Mateczun 
IN THE ARMY 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Army to the grade 
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624: 
To be major general 
Brigadier General Gina S. Farrisee 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment to the grade indicated under title 10, 
U.S.C., section 3087: 
To be lieutenant general 
Maj. Gen. Scott C. Black 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Army to the grade 
indicated while assigned to a position of im- 
portance and responsibility under title 10, 
U.S.C., section 601: 
To be lieutenant general 
Maj. Gen. James H. Pillsbury 
The following Army National Guard of the 
United States officer for appointment in the 
Reserve of the Army to the grade indicated 
under title 10, U.S.C., sections 12203 and 
12211: 
To be brigadier general 
Col. David N. Blackorby 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the United States Army to the grade 
indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 624: 
To be major general 
Brig. Gen. James E. Rogers 
The following named officer for appoint- 
ment in the Reserve of the Army to the 
grade indicated under title 10, U.S.C., section 
12208: 
To be brigadier general 
Col. Margaret W. Boor 
NOMINATIONS PLACED ON THE SECRETARY'S 
DESK 
IN THE AIR FORCE 
PN2091 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin- 
ning DARRYL D. BYBEE, and ending 
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MARCO V. GALVEZ, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of September 26, 
2008. 

PN2105 AIR FORCE nominations (8) begin- 
ning RICHARD BRINKER, and ending 
NADIA C. SHOCKLEY, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of September 26, 
2008. 

PN2137 AIR FORCE nomination of Kath- 
leen V. Reder, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2138 AIR FORCE nominations (2) begin- 
ning SAMANTHA S. BOUSIGUES, and end- 
ing JOHN J. LINNETT, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of November 17, 
2008. 

РМ№2139 AIR FORCE nominations (3) begin- 
ning JOHN M. BEENE II, and ending MARK 
E. SANBORN, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2181 AIR FORCE nomination of Richard 
W. Jost, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 19, 2008. 

PN2182 AIR FORCE nomination of Clevis 
T. Parker, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 19, 2008. 

IN THE ARMY 

PN2092 ARMY nomination of Britt B. Hill, 
which was received by the Senate and ap- 
peared in the Congressional Record of Sep- 
tember 26, 2008. 

PN2093 ARMY nomination of Kenneth 
Carlson, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
September 26, 2008. 

PN2094 ARMY nominations (4) beginning 
RAYMOND L. CAPPS, and ending SHANE 
RUSSELLJENKINS, which nominations 
were received by the Senate and appeared in 
the Congressional Record of September 26, 
2008. 

PN2095 ARMY nominations (2) beginning 
ANTHONY H. SAVAGE, and ending KARL F. 
WOODMANSEY, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of September 26, 2008. 

PN2096 ARMY nominations (2) beginning 
GRACE LACARA, and ending CHESLEY D. 
OVERBY, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of September 26, 2008. 

PN2106 ARMY nomination of John F. 
Kasel, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of Sep- 
tember 26, 2008. 

PN2107 ARMY nominations (2) beginning 
MAX L. DIVINE, and ending NORMA 
TORRES, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of September 26, 2008. 

PN2108 ARMY nominations (2) beginning 
MICHAEL L. NIPPERT, and ending ROBERT 
C. TURNER, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of September 26, 2008. 

PN2109 ARMY nominations (3) beginning 
LAURENCE W. GEBLER, and ending 
VISETH NGAUY, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of September 26, 2008. 

PN2140 ARMY nomination of Gregg A. 
Bliss, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

PN2141 ARMY nomination of Stuart A. 
Mellon, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 17, 2008. 
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PN2142 ARMY nomination of Robert S. 
Gatewood, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 17, 2008. 

PN2143 ARMY nomination of Steven P. 
Jahner, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 17, 2008. 

PN2144 ARMY nomination of William H. 
Smithson, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 17, 2008. 

PN2145 ARMY nomination of James O. 
MoLinnaham, which was received by the 
Senate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2146 ARMY nomination of Gregory R. 
Ebner, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

PN2147 ARMY nomination of Paul E. Webb, 
which was received by the Senate and ap- 
peared in the Congressional Record of No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

PN2148 ARMY nominations (2) beginning 
RANDY В. COTE, and ending MICHAEL Р. 
STEELY, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2149 ARMY nominations (5) beginning 
EROL AGI, and ending PATRICK C. SEAN, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2150 ARMY nominations (3) beginning 
RICHARD 5. GLASS, and ending VICTOR F 
WALLACE, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2151 ARMY nominations (5) beginning 
JERZEY J. CHACHAJ, and ending JOHN E. 
WILLIAMS, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2152 ARMY nominations (5) beginning 
MALISSA A. HILL, and ending SOMA Б. 
WEBB, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2153 ARMY nominations (6) beginning 
DWIGHT Y. SHEN, and ending JEFFREY R. 
LONG, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2154 ARMY nominations (2) beginning 
MICHAEL C. AHN, and ending RICHARD P. 
MARTIN, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2155 ARMY nominations (5) beginning 
CHARLES K. ARIS, and ending JOHN R. 
WORSTER, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2156 ARMY nominations (4) beginning 
ERIC C. BUSH, and ending JON A. JENSEN, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of November 1", 2008. 

PN2157 ARMY nominations (7) beginning 
EDWARD J. BRIAND, and ending JOHN C. 
SMITH, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2158 ARMY nominations (3) beginning 
MELANIE J. CRAIG, and ending PAUL D. 
STONEMAN, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of November 1", 2008. 

PN2159 ARMY nominations (27) beginning 
CYNTHIA J. ABBADINI, and ending JUSTIN 
A. WOODHOUSE, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of November 17, 2008. 
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PN2160 ARMY nominations (46) beginning 
DERRICK F. ARINCORAYAN, and ending 
D060674, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2161 ARMY nominations (154) beginning 
WILLIAM J. ADAMS, and ending D060291, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2162 ARMY nominations (185) beginning 
RICHARD K. ADDO, and ending D060598, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN21638 ARMY nominations (256) beginning 
KENNETH P. ADGIE, and ending D070487, 
which nominations were received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2188 ARMY nomination of Lynn F. 
Abrams, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 19, 2008. 

PN2184 ARMY nomination of Catherine A. 
Oliver, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of No- 
vember 19, 2008. 

PN2185 ARMY nomination of Timothy S. 
Allisonaipa, which was received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of November 19, 2008. 

PN2186 ARMY nomination of Daniel A. 
Strode, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 19, 2008. 

PN2187 ARMY nomination of Joseph 8. 
Selken, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 19, 2008. 

PN2188 ARMY nominations (3) beginning 
THOMAS A. BRYANT, and ending JAMES P. 
McGINNIS, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 19, 2008. 

PN2189 ARMY nominations (3) beginning 
JAMES A. GRIGGS, and ending PAUL R. 
HUNT, which nominations were received by 
the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 19, 2008. 

PN2190 ARMY nominations (8) beginning 
PETER H. GUEVARA, and ending WALTER 
W. SHRATZ, which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of November 19, 2008. 

IN THE MARINE CORPS 


PN2164 MARINE CORPS nominations (8) 
beginning CHRISTOPHER M. BRANNEN, 
and ending ERICH H. WAGNER, which nomi- 
nations were received by the Senate and ap- 
peared in the Congressional Record of No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

IN THE NAVY 


PN2097 NAVY nomination of John E. Mur- 
rain, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of Sep- 
tember 26, 2008. 

PN2098 NAVY nomination of Dana 
Stombaugh, which was received by the Sen- 
ate and appeared in the Congressional 
Record of September 26, 2008. 

PN2099 NAVY nomination of Paul J. Fos- 
ter, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of Sep- 
tember 26, 2008. 

PN2100 NAVY nomination of Deborah A. 
Hinkley, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
September 26, 2008. 

PN2165 NAVY nomination of Mark C. 
Holley, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 17, 2008. 
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PN2166 NAVY nomination of Michael C. 
Collins, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 17, 2008. 

PN2167 NAVY nomination of Channing J. 
Thomas, which was received by the Senate 
and appeared in the Congressional Record of 
November 17, 2008. 

PN2168 NAVY nomination of Evan B. Wil- 
liams, which was received by the Senate and 
appeared in the Congressional Record of No- 
vember 17, 2008. 

PN2169 NAVY nominations (2) beginning 
GERALD C. LOWE, and ending VICTOR D. 
OLIVER, which nominations were received 
by the Senate and appeared in the Congres- 
sional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2170 NAVY nominations (3) beginning 
EDWARD J. ARRISON, and ending CLEVIS 
T. PARKER SR., which nominations were re- 
ceived by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of November 17, 2008. 

PN2171 NAVY nominations (36) beginning 
GREGORY R. ADAMS, and ending DONO- 
VAN B. WORTHAM, which nominations were 
received by the Senate and appeared in the 
Congressional Record of November 17, 2008. 


AGERE 


NOMINATIONS DISCHARGED 


Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Foreign 
Relations Committee be discharged of 
PN2191, the nomination of David J. 
Strawman to be а career member of the 
Foreign Service, Class of Counselor, 
and Consular Officer and Secretary in 
the Diplomatic Service; and that the 
Senate then proceed to the nomina- 
tion; that the nomination be con- 
firmed, and the motion to reconsider be 
laid upon the table; that any state- 
ments relating thereto be printed in 
the RECORD; that no further motions be 
in order; and that the President be im- 
mediately notified of the Senate's ac- 
tion. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Banking 
Committee be discharged of PN2120, 
the nomination of Neil M. Barofsky, 
and that the nomination then be re- 
ferred to the committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs; 
that it then immediately be discharged 
and the Senate then proceed to the 
consideration of the nomination; that 
the nomination be confirmed, the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table; that any statements relating 
thereto be printed in the RECORD; that 
no further motions be in order; that 
the President be immediately notified 
of the Senate's action; and the Senate 
return to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nominations considered and con- 
firmed are as follows: 

FOREIGN SERVICE 

Career Member of the Senior Foreign Serv- 
ice, Class of Counselor, and Consular Officer 
and Secretary in the Diplomatic Service of 
the United States of America: 

David J. Strawman, of Illinois 
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DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY 
Neil M. Barofsky, of New York, to be Spe- 
cial Inspector General for the Troubled Asset 
Relief Program. 


EE 
LEGISLATIVE SESSION 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re- 
turn to legislative session. 


EE 


MEASURES READ THE FIRST 
TIME—H.R. 7005, H.R. 7006, H.R. 7060 


Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I under- 
stand that there are three bills at the 
desk. I ask for their first reading en 
bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the bills by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 7005) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide alternative 
minimum tax relief for individuals for 2008. 

А bill ( H.R. 7006) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide disaster as- 
Sistance relief. 

А bill ( H.R. 7060) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incentives 
for energy production and conservation, to 
extend certain expiring provisions, to pro- 
vide individual income tax relief, and for 
other purposes. 

Mr. CARDIN. I now ask for the sec- 
ond reading en bloc and object to my 
own request en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec- 
tion is heard. The bills will be read for 
the second time on the next legislative 
day. 


EE 
APPOINTMENT 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader, 
pursuant to Public Law 101-549, ap- 
points the following individuals to the 
Board of Directors of the Mickey Le- 
land National Urban Air Toxics Re- 
search Center: Jane Delgado, of the 
District of Columbia and John Hiatt, of 
Nevada. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


— EE 


PERMITTING THE COLLECTION OF 
CLOTHING, TOYS, FOOD, AND 
HOUSEWARES 


Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to the consideration of S. 
Res. 728, which was submitted earlier 
today by Senators MCCONNELL and 
REID. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 723) to permit the col- 
lection of clothing, toys, food, and 
housewares during the holiday season for 
charitable purposes in Senate buildings. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to and the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to, as follows: 

S. RES. 723 


723) was 


Resolved, 


SECTION 1. COLLECTION OF CLOTHING, TOYS, 
FOOD, AND HOUSEWARES DURING 
THE HOLIDAY SEASON FOR CHARI- 
TABLE PURPOSES IN SENATE BUILD- 
INGS. 


(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of the rules or regulations of 
the Senate— 

(1) a Senator, officer, or employee of the 
Senate may collect from another Senator, 
officer, or employee of the Senate within 
Senate buildings nonmonetary donations of 
clothing, toys, food, and housewares for 
charitable purposes related to serving those 
in need or members of the Armed Services 
and their families during the holiday season, 
if such purposes do not otherwise violate any 
rule or regulation of the Senate or of Federal 
law; and 

(2) a Senator, officer, or employee of the 
Senate may work with a nonprofit organiza- 
tion with respect to the delivery of dona- 
tions described in paragraph (1). 

(b) EXPIRATION.—The authority provided 
by this resolution shall expire at the end of 
the 110th Congress. 


— 


ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 9, 2008 


Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen- 
ate completes its business today, it 
stand adjourned until 10:30 a.m. tomor- 
row, Tuesday, December 9; that fol- 
lowing the prayer and pledge, the Jour- 
nal of proceedings be approved to date, 
that the morning hour be deemed ex- 
pired, that the time for the two leaders 
be reserved for their use later in the 
day, and that the Senate proceed to a 
period of morning business until 12 
noon, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each, and 
that following morning business the 
Senate resume the motion to proceed 
to S. 3297. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


-o 


ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 


Mr. CARDIN. If there is no further 
business to come before the Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen- 
ate stand adjourned under the previous 
order. 
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There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:14 p.m., adjourned until Tuesday, 
December 9, 2008, at 10:30 a.m. 


———ŘŘ —2_ 


NOMINATIONS 


Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 


CORPORATION FOR NATIONAL AND COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 


BRAD COLE, OF ILLINOIS, TO BE A MEMBER OF THE 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE CORPORATION FOR NA- 
TIONAL AND COMMUNITY SERVICE FOR THE REMAINDER 
OF THE TERM EXPIRING OCTOBER 6, 2012, VICE TOM 
OSBORNE, RESIGNED. 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


CHERYL FELDMAN HALPERN, OF NEW JERSEY, TO BE 
AN ALTERNATE REPRESENTATIVE OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE SIXTY-THIRD SESSION OF 
THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE UNITED NATIONS. 


OVERSEAS PRIVATE INVESTMENT CORPORATION 


ROSZELL DULANY HUNTER, OF VIRGINIA, TO BE EXEC- 
UTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE OVERSEAS PRIVATE IN- 
VESTMENT CORPORATION, VICE JOHN A. SIMON, RE- 
SIGNED. 


IN THE ARMY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be colonel 


DEBRA H. BURTON 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL'S CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 624 AND 3064: 


To be colonel 


VANESSA A. BERRY 
KEVIN M. BOYLE 
TIMOTHY J. CODY 
JOSEPH C. FETTERMAN 
BRIAN J. GODARD 
PATRICIA A. HAM 

JOHN S. IRGENS 

MARK L. JOHNSON 
PAUL E. KANTWILL 
JONATHAN A. KENT 
CLAES H. LEWENHAUPT 
JAMES M. PATTERSON 
JEFFERY D. PEDERSEN 
DAVID H. ROBERTSON 
MARTIN L. SIMS 
MICHAEL L. SMIDT 
STEPHANIE L. STEPHENS 
MARK TELLITOCCI 
WALTER S. WEEDMAN 
PAUL S. WILSON 
GREGORY G. WOODS 
SCOTT F. YOUNG 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY 
JUDGE ADVOCATE GENERAL’S CORPS UNDER TITLE 10, 
U.S.C., SECTIONS 624 AND 3064: 


To be lieutenant colonel 


ROBERT A. BORCHERDING 
ROBERT A. BROADBENT 
ERIC R. CARPENTER 
CHRISTOPHER D. CARRIER 
DANA J. CHASE 

JOHN H. COOK 

MICHAEL 8. DEVINE 
RICHARD P. DIMEGLIO 
TIERNAN P. DOLAN 
MARK E. EICHELMAN 
DEIDRA J. FLEMING 
JOHN 8. FROST, JR. 
PATRICK L. GARY 
LANCE S. HAMILTON 
DONNA C. HANSEN 
STEPHEN L. HARMS 
PETER R. HAYDEN 
BRIAN A. HUGHES 
RUSSELL K. JACKSON 
JOHN P. JURDEN 
ELIZABETH KUBALA 
KATHERINE A. LEHMANN 
JULIE A. LONG 

DION LYONS 

ELIZABETH G. MAROTTA 
ALISON C. MARTIN 
JEFFREY A. MILLER 
JOSEPH B. MORSE 

JOHN T. RAWCLIFFE 
TRAVIS L. ROGERS 
CARLOS O. SANTIAGO 
DANIEL P. SAUMUR 
JOSHUA S. SHUEY 
DANIEL A. TANABE 
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JAMES J. TEIXEIRA, JR. 
PETER H. TRAN 

JAMES 8. TRIPP 

MARK A. VISGER 
DOUGLAS K. WATKINS 
WARREN L. WELLS 
DEAN L. WHITFORD 
DARYL B. WITHERSPOON 
MICHAEL C. WONG 


Ee 


DISCHARGED NOMINATIONS 


The Senate Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs was dis- 
charged from further consideration of 
the following nomination and the nom- 
ination was referred sequentially to 
the Committee on Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs pursuant to 
an order of 01/09/2007: 


NEIL M. BAROFSKY, OF NEW YORK, TO BE SPECIAL IN- 
SPECTOR GENERAL FOR THE TROUBLED ASSET RELIEF 
PROGRAM. 

The Senate Committee on Homeland 
Security and Governmental Affairs was 
discharged from further consideration 
of the following nomination and the 
nomination was confirmed: 


NEIL M. BAROFSKY, OF NEW YORK, TO BE SPECIAL IN- 
SPECTOR GENERAL FOR THE TROUBLED ASSET RELIEF 
PROGRAM. 

The Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations was discharged from further 
consideration of the following nomina- 
tion and the nomination was con- 
firmed: 

FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATION OF DAVID J. 
STRAWMAN, TO BE CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUNSELOR, AND CON- 


SULAR OFFICER AND SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC 
SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


— — 


CONFIRMATIONS 


Executive nominations confirmed by 
the Senate Monday, December 8, 2008: 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY 


NEIL M. BAROFSKY, OF NEW YORK, TO BE SPECIAL IN- 
SPECTOR GENERAL FOR THE TROUBLED ASSET RELIEF 
PROGRAM. 


IN THE AIR FORCE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be major general 


BRIG. GEN. DAVID J. SCOTT 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 


To be brigadier general 


COL. JAMES N. STEWART 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 


To be lieutenant general 


MAJ. GEN. JOHN C. KOZIOL 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be major general 


BRIG. GEN. STEPHEN L. HOOG 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 


To be lieutenant general 


MAJ. GEN. LOREN M. RENO 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be brigadier general 
COL. JAMES K. MCLAUGHLIN 
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THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE 
AND RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
601: 


To be lieutenant general 
MAJ. GEN. MARK A. WELSH III 
IN THE NAVY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 


To be vice admiral 
REAR ADM. JOHN M. MATECZUN 
IN THE ARMY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be major general 


BRIG. GENERAL GINA 8. FARRISEE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SEC- 
TION 3037: 


To be lieutenant general 


MAJ. GEN. SCOTT C. BLACK 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
WHILE ASSIGNED TO A POSITION OF IMPORTANCE AND 
RESPONSIBILITY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 601: 


To be lieutenant general 


MAJ. GEN. JAMES H. PILLSBURY 


THE FOLLOWING ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF THE 
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT IN THE RE- 
SERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED UNDER 
TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be brigadier general 


COL. DAVID N. BLACKORBY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE UNITED STATES ARMY TO THE GRADE INDICATED 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be major general 


BRIG. GEN. JAMES E. ROGERS 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY TO THE GRADE INDI- 
CATED UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 12203: 


To be brigadier general 
COL. MARGARET W. BOOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE 


FOREIGN SERVICE NOMINATION OF DAVID J. 
STRAWMAN, TO BE CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR 
FOREIGN SERVICE, CLASS OF COUNSELOR, AND CON- 
SULAR OFFICER AND SECRETARY IN THE DIPLOMATIC 
SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


IN THE AIR FORCE 


AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DARRYL D. 
BYBEE AND ENDING WITH MARCO V. GALVEZ, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON SEP- 
TEMBER 26, 2008. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RICHARD 
BRINKER AND ENDING WITH NADIA C. SHOCKLEY, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON SEP- 
TEMBER 26, 2008. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF KATHLEEN V. REDER, TO 
ВЕ MAJOR. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH SAMANTHA 
S. BOUSIGUES AND ENDING WITH JOHN J. LINNETT, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NO- 
VEMBER 17, 2008. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JOHN M. 
BEENE II AND ENDING WITH MARK E. SANBORN, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
17, 2008. 

AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF RICHARD W. JOST, TO BE 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 
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AIR FORCE NOMINATION OF CLEVIS T. PARKER, TO BE 
MAJOR. 


IN THE ARMY 


ARMY NOMINATION OF BRITT B. HILL, TO BE MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF KENNETH CARLSON, TO BE 
MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RAYMOND L. 
CAPPS AND ENDING WITH SHANE RUSSELLJENKINS, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ANTHONY H. 
SAVAGE AND ENDING WITH KARL F. WOODMANSEY, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON 
SEPTEMBER 26, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH GRACE LACARA 
AND ENDING WITH CHESLEY D. OVERBY, WHICH NOMINA- 
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED 
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON SEPTEMBER 26, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF JOHN F. KASEL, TO BE MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MAX L. DIVINE 
AND ENDING WITH NORMA TORRES, WHICH NOMINA- 
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED 
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON SEPTEMBER 26, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MICHAEL L. 
NIPPERT AND ENDING WITH ROBERT C. TURNER, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON SEP- 
TEMBER 26, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH LAURENCE W. 
GEBLER AND ENDING WITH VISETH NGAUY, WHICH NOMI- 
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON SEP- 
TEMBER 26, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF GREGG A. BLISS, TO BE COLO- 
NEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF STUART A. MELLON, TO BE 
COLONEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF ROBERT 8. GATEWOOD, TO BE 
COLONEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION 
COLONEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF WILLIAM H. SMITHSON, TO BE 
MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF JAMES O. MCLINNAHAM, TO BE 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF GREGORY R. EBNER, TO BE 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF PAUL E. WEBB, TO BE MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RANDY R. COTE 
AND ENDING WITH MICHAEL P. STEELY, WHICH NOMINA- 
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED 
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH EROL AGI AND 
ENDING WITH PATRICK C. SEAN, WHICH NOMINATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RICHARD 8. 
GLASS AND ENDING WITH VICTOR F. WALLACE, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JERZEY J. 
CHACHAJ AND ENDING WITH JOHN E. WILLIAMS, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MALISSA A. 
HILL AND ENDING WITH SOMA R. WEBB, WHICH NOMINA- 
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED 
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DWIGHT Y. SHEN 
AND ENDING WITH JEFFREY R. LONG, WHICH NOMINA- 
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED 
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MICHAEL C. AHN 
AND ENDING WITH RICHARD P. MARTIN, WHICH NOMINA- 
TIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED 
IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CHARLES K. 
ARIS AND ENDING WITH JOHN R. WORSTER, WHICH NOMI- 
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH ERIC C. BUSH 
AND ENDING WITH JON A. JENSEN, WHICH NOMINATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH EDWARD J. 
BRIAND AND ENDING WITH JOHN C. SMITH, WHICH NOMI- 
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
17, 2008. 


OF STEVEN P. JAHNER, TO BE 
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ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH MELANIE J. 
CRAIG AND ENDING WITH PAUL D. STONEMAN, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CYNTHIA J. 
ABBADINI AND ENDING WITH JUSTIN A. WOODHOUSE, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NO- 
VEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH DERRICK F. 
ARINCORAYAN AND ENDING WITH D060674, WHICH NOMI- 
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH WILLIAM J. 
ADAMS AND ENDING WITH D060291, WHICH NOMINATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH RICHARD K. 
ADDO AND ENDING WITH D060598, WHICH NOMINATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH KENNETH P. 
ADGIE AND ENDING WITH D070487, WHICH NOMINATIONS 
WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND APPEARED IN THE 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF LYNN F. ABRAMS, TO BE COLO- 
NEL. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF CATHERINE A. OLIVER, TO BE 
MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF TIMOTHY 8. ALLISONAIPA, TO 
BE MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATION OF DANIEL A. STRODE, TO BE 
MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATION 
MAJOR. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH THOMAS A. BRY- 
ANT AND ENDING WITH JAMES P. MCGINNIS, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
19, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH JAMES A. 
GRIGGS AND ENDING WITH PAUL R. HUNT, WHICH NOMI- 
NATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
19, 2008. 

ARMY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH PETER H. 
GUEVARA AND ENDING WITH WALTER W. SHRATZ, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
19, 2008. 


OF JOSEPH S. SELKEN, TO BE 


IN THE MARINE CORPS 


MARINE CORPS NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH CHRIS- 
TOPHER M. BRANNEN AND ENDING WITH ERICH H. WAG- 
NER, WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SEN- 
ATE AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
ON NOVEMBER 17, 2008. 


IN THE NAVY 


NAVY NOMINATION OF JOHN E. MURRAIN, TO BE LIEU- 
TENANT COMMANDER. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF DANA STOMBAUGH, TO BE CAP- 
TAIN. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF PAUL J. FOSTER, TO BE CAP- 
TAIN. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF DEBORAH A. HINKLEY, TO BE 
CAPTAIN. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF MARK C. HOLLEY, TO BE COM- 
MANDER. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF MICHAEL C. COLLINS, TO BE 
COMMANDER. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF CHANNING J. THOMAS, TO BE 
LIEUTENANT COMMANDER. 

NAVY NOMINATION OF EVAN B. WILLIAMS, TO BE LIEU- 
TENANT. 

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH GERALD C. 
LOWE AND ENDING WITH VICTOR D. OLIVER, WHICH 
NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE AND AP- 
PEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NOVEMBER 
17, 2008. 

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH EDWARD J. 
ARRISON AND ENDING WITH CLEVIS T. PARKER, SR., 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NO- 
VEMBER 17, 2008. 

NAVY NOMINATIONS BEGINNING WITH GREGORY R. 
ADAMS AND ENDING WITH DONOVAN B. WORTHAM, 
WHICH NOMINATIONS WERE RECEIVED BY THE SENATE 
AND APPEARED IN THE CONGRESSIONAL RECORD ON NO- 
VEMBER 17, 2008. 
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December 8, 2008 


EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 


SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys- 
tem for à computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com- 
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit- 
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com- 
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor- 


mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 


Meetings scheduled for Tuesday, De- 
cember 9, 2008 may be found in the 
Daily Digest of today's RECORD. 


MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
DECEMBER 10 
10 a.m. 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions 
To hold hearings to examine prevention 
and public health. 
SD-192 


9:30 a.m. 
Energy and Natural Resources 
To hold hearings to examine investment 
in clean energy and natural resources 
projects and programs to create jobs 
and stimulate the economy. 


SD-366 
DECEMBER 11 
10 a.m. 
Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs 


To hold hearings to examine a report 
from the Commission on the Preven- 
tion of Weapons of Mass Destruction, 
Proliferation, and Terrorism. 

SH-216 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 


Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor. 
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SENATE—Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable JON 
TESTER, a Senator from the State of 
Montana. 


PRAYER 


The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of- 
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Lord of all, Your blessings to our Na- 
tion astound us. You have given us this 
rich land to produce an oasis of free- 
dom in a barren world. 

Bless our lawmakers as they seek to 
fulfill Your purposes. Give them great 
wisdom to choose what is best. As they 
grapple with complex issues, infuse 
them with confidence that Your provi- 
dence will prevail. Renew their 
strength as they trust Your guidance, 
so that they will run and not be weary. 
In due season, bring them a bountiful 
harvest. We pray in Your sovereign 
Name. Amen. 


—  — 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The Honorable JON TESTER led the 
Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


ES 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, December 9, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JON TESTER, a Sen- 
ator from the State of Montana, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. TESTER thereupon assumed the 

chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


ee 


RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 


pore. The majority leader is recog- 
nized. 

————r p mM 
MEASURES PLACED ON THE CAL- 


ENDAR—H.R. 7005, H.R. 

7060 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, there are 
three bills at the desk due for a second 
reading; is that correct? 


7006, H.R. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator is correct. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
for their second reading. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. The clerk will report the bills by 
title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 7005) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide alternative 
minimum tax relief for individuals for 2008. 

A bill (H.R. 7006) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide disaster as- 
sistance relief. 

A bill (H.R. 7060) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incentives 
for energy production and conservation, to 
extend certain expiring provisions, to pro- 
vide individual income tax relief, and for 
other purposes. 


EE 
SCHEDULE 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
the remarks of the two leaders, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business until noon today, 
with Senators allowed to speak for up 
to 10 minutes each. 

Those three bills that were reported 
are three tax bills. I have been in touch 
with the distinguished Republican 
leader. Those are placeholders for pur- 
poses of our having the opportunity to 
get to the Detroit bailout, recovery 
plan, whatever we wish to call it. 

I talked to my staff; they were up 
virtually most of the night working 
with the Banking Committee from the 
House and the Senate, and there are 
two remaining issues that have been 
discussed with the White House. I am 
confident those matters can be re- 
solved within the next hour or so. They 
are both important issues, but I think 
they can be resolved. That having been 
done, we will confer, Senator McCon- 
NELL and I, and decide how we are 
going to proceed. I think it would be to 
everyone’s advantage that we move 
first, but we will have to wait and see 
how. The House can do that if they 
choose to. 

We would hope they can complete 
work on this Detroit situation tonight 
or tomorrow. Then we have to wait for 
the White House to determine what, if 
anything, they are going to do with re- 
questing the other money from the 
TARP money; that is, the bank bail- 
out. That decision has not been made 
yet. 

Members, I have received calls, as I 
am sure my distinguished counterpart 
has, that people have obligations at 
home, there are a number of important 
foreign meetings people wish to be in- 


volved in that they have set on their 
calendars for longstanding periods of 
time. These are not pleasure trips, they 
are business trips representing the Sen- 
ate. We hope to be able to complete 
work here as soon as possible. The 
problem is we have to wait and see how 
we move through this. The Senate, 
being the unique legislative body it is, 
and it has been, one or two people can 
slow things down quite a bit. We hope 
that is not the case. We know what we 
have to try to do. We need to do it as 
quickly as possible. 

So I hope that, in fact, can be done; 
that is, the legislation can be put be- 
fore us and a vote taken. 

On the reading of bills, the second 
reading, I would object to any further 
proceedings with respect to these bills. 
I do it en bloc. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. The measures will be placed on 
the calendar under rule XIV. 


EE 


RECOGNITION OF THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Republican leader is recog- 
nized. 


— EE 


AUTO INDUSTRY REVIVAL 


Mr. MCCONNELL. The auto industry 
is vitally important to our Nation's 
economy, and it is vitally important to 
my home State. This is not in dispute. 
The question before us is how to re- 
verse the decline of some of those auto- 
mobile manufacturers after decades of 
complicity between management and 
labor. 

I understand congressional Demo- 
crats sent a revised proposal to which 
the majority leader referred, to the 
White House late last night. We will re- 
serve our judgment until we see the 
latest text. But the proposal we saw 
yesterday afternoon fails to achieve 
our goal of securing long-term viabil- 
ity of ailing auto companies. 

I wish to support a bill that revives 
this industry. But I will not support a 
bill that revives the patient with tax- 
payer dollars, yet does not secure a 
commitment that the patient will 
change its ways so future help is not 
needed. To do so would be a betrayal of 
the millions of hardworking taxpayers 
who are not at fault for the troubles in 
the auto industry. It would be unfair to 
the millions of Americans who depend 
on these companies. 

On the management side, the draft 
plan released yesterday fails to require 
the kind of serious reform that will en- 
sure long-term viability for struggling 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 


24478 


automobile companies. By giving the 
Government the option of cancelling 
Government assistance in the event 
that reforms are not achieved, rather 
than requiring it, we open the door to 
unlimited Federal subsidies in the fu- 
ture. 

Instead, we should demand manage- 
ment make the tough choices that are 
required for long-term viability. This 
is the only fair approach from the 
standpoint of the taxpayer who is foot- 
ing the bill. On the labor side, this bill 
proposal fails to require any serious re- 
form of legacy costs. Indeed, it states 
explicitly that one of its purposes is to 
preserve the same retirement and 
health care benefits that have made 
these companies so uncompetitive. 

It is delusional to expect a company 
that spends $71 per labor hour to com- 
pete with a company in a neighboring 
State that spends $49 per labor hour. In 
short, this proposal is deeply flawed be- 
cause it fails to assure taxpayers, who 
rightly expect us to be good stewards 
of their hard-earned money, that they 
will not be asked to shell out billions 
more in a few years or even a few 
months from now. 

Now, there are times when help is 
needed. But one thing most people ex- 
pect when they are asked for help is 
that the one asking makes a commit- 
ment to change. This proposal does not 
go nearly far enough. It holds neither 
management nor labor truly account- 
able. 

In areas where one side is held ac- 
countable, the other side is not. One 
example is a provision that requires 
automakers to drop all legal challenges 
to State fuel economy standards that 
are inconsistent with the Federal 
standard. Where is the offer from our 
friends on the other side to call on en- 
vironmental groups to drop their law- 
suits? 

Democrats say they want to solve 
this problem as much as we do. Yet 
they seem all too eager to tip the 
scales to the detriment of the manufac- 
turers. Look, there is plenty of blame 
to go around for the problems that ail 
the auto industry, but fixing half of a 
problem is not a real solution. 

Any successful proposal would force 
companies to reform, either inside of 
bankruptcy or outside of bankruptcy. 
Without that mandate, there can be no 
real expectation of reform. A good pro- 
posal would force automakers to get 
control of their benefit costs. A good 
proposal would make wages of strug- 
gling companies competitive with 
other automakers, not tomorrow but 
today. A good proposal would end the 
practice of paying workers who do not 
work. A good proposal would ration- 
alize dealer networks. 

Just as struggling airlines adjust 
their capacity to respond to market 
conditions, automakers must respond 
to market demands as well. I regret 
that the proposal Republicans saw yes- 
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terday afternoon does not do enough to 
fix the whole problem. It subsidizes it. 
A real solution must protect the tax- 
payers by forcing the changes needed 
to put these companies on the path to 
long-term success. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The majority leader. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, the lifeline 
we throw to Detroit has to be one that 
gets them to shore, not part way to 
shore. That is why I indicated in my 
opening statement that during the 
night there has been a lot of give-and- 
take between the White House and the 
two banking committees. 

As I reported earlier, I think there 
are only two major issues that are still 
outstanding, and I am confident and 
hopeful they can be resolved in the 
next few hours. 

The issue before us is, what can we 
do to stabilize an industry that has di- 
rect impact upon 2.5 million jobs in 
this country. The mere fact that we 
were trying to work something out 
yesterday caused the stock market to 
go up almost 300 points. The American 
people want us to try to resolve this 
issue. 

But my friend is right. As strongly 
connected as I am to organized labor, it 
cannot be a one-sided proposal that is 
brought before the Senate. I am con- 
fident it will not be. I have talked to 
the Big Three operators. Some are held 
in low repute. But that withstanding, I 
think we are in a situation now where 
we all have to kind of join hands, rec- 
ognize that this is going to be a com- 
promise, we are going to try to work 
something out. That is what legisla- 
tion is all about, the art of compromise 
and consensus building. That is where 
we are now. As I indicated, I think we 
are very close to having something 
that I think we can bring before the 
body sometime today. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 


MORNING BUSINESS 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, there 
will now be a period for the transaction 
of morning business until 12 noon, with 
Senators permitted to speak therein 
for up to 10 minutes each. 


December 9, 2008 


The Senator from Pennsylvania is 
recognized. 


HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 


FALLEN PENNSYLVANIANS 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, as we 
bring the 110th Congress to a close, our 
Nation confronts a daunting set of 
challenges. While we face the gravest 
crisis, perhaps, since the Great Depres- 
sion, we must also remember that we 
are a nation at war. From Iraq to Af- 
ghanistan, from the Pacific to Europe 
and countless places in between, Amer- 
ican service men and women are proud- 
ly carrying out their duties to protect 
our country and our way of life. Under 
stressful conditions and the constant 
threat of danger, members of our 
Armed Forces do what it takes to get 
the job done every day. 

During this holiday season, I wish to 
take a moment to express my gratitude 
to our servicemembers. Their personal 
courage and honor should not be taken 
for granted but genuinely appreciated. 
I know that is the sentiment of the 
Senate on both sides of the aisle. 

Today, on behalf of my family, the 
people of Pennsylvania, and people 
throughout the country, I thank the 
members of our armed services and 
their families, especially those who 
gave, as Lincoln said, ‘‘the last full 
measure of devotion to their country." 
То the families of those who have died 
or for those family members who are 
remembering those who are far away 
Serving our country, in either instance, 
either by way of the loss of а loved one 
or because of distance, there is obvi- 
ously a void in their lives. The words of 
the great recording artist Bruce 
Springsteen come to mind when I think 
of what these families are living 
through today. I remember the words 
from a song he wrote right after the 9/ 
11 tragedy as he came out with à num- 
ber of songs. One of them was ‘‘Miss- 
ing." Some of the lines from that song 
go as follows: 

When I shut out the lights, you're missing. 
When I close my eyes, you're missing. 
When I see the sunrise, you're missing. 

I believe so many families feel that 
today. They know that someone who 
was in their lives, а member of their 
family, а son or daughter, a husband or 
wife who was among them and living 
and then went off to serve and lost 
their life, they feel that sense of miss- 
ing а family member or а loved one. 
But even if they are just away for 6 
months or а couple of months or even 
а year, they are missing, especially at 
this holiday season. So we are thinking 
of them today, those families who are 
living with that loss or living with that 
void. 

So far, 190 sons and daughters of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania have 
Sacrificed their lives during Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. Since the last time I 
paid tribute to those who have fallen, 
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21 Pennsylvania families have lost 

their loved ones. Today I would like to 

honor each of them by reading their 

names into the RECORD: 

Aviation Boatswain Mate 3rd Class Daniel 
Verbeke of Exton, PA; 

PFC Joshua Waltenbaugh of Ford City, PA; 

LCpl Travis Stottlemyer of Hatfield, PA; 

PFC James Yohn of Highspire, PA; 

SFC Shawn Suzch of Hilltown, PA; 

LTC Ralph Marino of Houston, PA; 

SPC Jason Kazarick of Oakmont, PA; 

SSG Ryan Maseth of Pittsburgh, PA; 

SGT Timothy Van Orman of Port Matilda, 
PA; 

CPT Nathan Raudenbush of Royersford, PA; 

SPC Luke Runyan of Spring Grove, PA; 

Chief Petty Officer Michael Koch of State 
College, PA; 

SSG Brian Hause of Stoytown, PA; 

SPC Michael Hook of Altoona, PA; 

SPC Zachary Clouser of Dover, PA; 

SFC Michael Tully of Falls Creek, PA; 

SSG David Wieger of North Huntingdon, PA; 

SPC Camy Florexil of Philadelphia, PA; 

PFC Adam Chitjian of Philadelphia, PA; 

SFC David Cooper Jr. of State College, PA; 
and finally 

CPT Erick Foster of Wexford, PA. 


То each of their families, please 
know our thoughts are with you today. 
I extend my sincere gratitude to each 
of these men and women for accepting 
the call to service. These men were 
courageous warriors who belonged to 
the finest military in the world and 
contributed to something larger than 
themselves. Later this week I will 
honor those who lost their lives during 
Operation Enduring Freedom. 


I also personally thank the men and 
women of the Pennsylvania National 
Guard. The Pennsylvania  Guard's 
motto is ‘‘civilian in peace, soldier in 
war." They have certainly lived up to 
that motto. With two units deploying 
this winter and spring, the Pennsyl- 
vania National Guard is in the midst of 
its largest deployment since the Ko- 
rean war. The 20,000 members of the 
Pennsylvania National Guard who give 
up the comforts of their civilian lives 
at a moment's notice, who protect 
Americans in the mountains of Afghan- 
istan, the sands of Iraq, and worldwide, 
and who rescue Americans from dev- 
astating floods and natural disasters 
deserve our highest praise. Therefore, 
at this holiday season, I want the men 
and women in service to our country to 
know we are thinking of them, we are 
praying for their safety and well-being 
and for that of their families. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
Sence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 


pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 
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TRIBUTE TO GREG MADDUX 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, as a little 
boy in Searchlight, as I was growing 
up, I used to listen every day to the 
“Game of the Day’’ baseball on the 
radio, and because there was no enter- 
tainment in Searchlight, I loved those 
games. I listened to them. Dizzy Dean 
was one of the announcers, and a guy 
named Al Helfer was one of the an- 
nouncers. I thought they were very 
good, very entertaining. In the seventh 
inning stretch, Dizzy would always 
sing ‘‘The Wabash Cannonball.” 

Now, in my youthful mind, one thing 
I wanted to do more than anything else 
was to be a baseball player. In Search- 
light, we tried to play baseball. We had 
a little field there. We did not have 
enough boys for the team, so we had 
one girl who made up the nine players. 
Her name was Mary Ann Meyers. She 
still lives in Searchlight. She was real- 
ly quite good—frankly, better than a 
lot of the boys. She rode a horse bare- 
back as well as anyone could ride with 
a saddle. 

I spent a lot of my daydreaming play- 
ing baseball. I had a little paddle of 
some kind, and I would throw rocks in 
the air and hit them with that. That 
was part of my entertainment. I did 
that for a long time. 

As they had no high school in 
Searchlight, I went to Basic High 
School in Henderson, NV, which was 45 
miles away. I stayed with people dur- 
ing the week and would come home on 
a lot of weekends if I could. They did 
not have a freshman baseball team. 
They had no baseball team. I guess 
maybe if there had been a freshman 
good enough—I do not really think 
that was the case; I do not think they 
let freshmen be on the baseball team. 
My sophomore year, I went out for 
baseball. I was one of two sophomores 
to make that team. It was so exciting 
for me. That team was so good, we 
were so good, we won the Nevada State 
Championship. The first year they had 
a championship we won. We beat 
Fallon. We had a pitcher by the name 
of Rey Martinez who later became my 
chief of staff and was a left-handed 
pitcher who was very good. We were so 
good that we beat all of the Nevada 
schools and all of the California 
schools. Even though we were from 
that little industrial town in southern 
Nevada, we were the California Inter- 
scholastic Federation champions. We 
beat them all. 

Now, I would like to stand before ev- 
erybody here and say that one reason 
that was the case is I was instrumental 
in getting hits at the right time and 
making stellar plays, stealing bases as 
I dreamed I would do as a kid. But I sat 
on the bench most of the time. I caught 
batting practice. I was a catcher. But I 
felt that I was part of that team and 
will never forget my experiences there 
playing baseball. 

My friend Don Wilson, who was the 
other sophomore, was a State batting 
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champion. He was terrific, a great ath- 
lete. He went on the play at Arizona 
State. But we had tremendous athletes. 
We had Norman Craft, who was our 
center fielder, who was a Big 10 foot- 
ball player playing at Indiana. 

I went to college on a football-base- 
ball scholarship. I was a lot bigger then 
than I am now. I weighed almost 190 
pounds. But I got hurt early in my col- 
lege athletic career—meaning foot- 
ball—and I came to the realization that 
I was not the athlete of my dreams. I 
was not big enough, fast enough, or 
good enough. So my athletic career, as 
а freshman in college, ended. I fought 
after that, but not as the baseball-foot- 
ball player I dreamed of being. 

The reason I mention all of this 
today is to tell everyone within the 
sound of my voice how much I love 
baseball. I love athletics. I think it is 
So good and it is so wonderful that 
women can now participate just like 
men—boys and girls can participate. 
When I was in high school, the only 
thing my wife could do—she was far 
more athletic than I am or I was—is be 
a cheerleader. That was all she could 
do. There was not à single program for 
girls. So now we have programs equally 
for girls and boys, and that is exiting 
and wonderful, and I am happy that is 
the case. 

The reason I mention all of this 
today is that yesterday in Las Vegas 
was a very big day for people who love 
baseball. It was an important day, but 
in some ways it was kind of a senti- 
mental day because the great Greg 
Maddux announced his retirement. 

Gregg Maddux, one of the greatest 
baseball players of all time, announced 
his retirement yesterday after 23 sea- 
sons in the big leagues. Greg Maddux 
announced his retirement. He is such a 
fine person, unassuming. We see all of 
the negative things about athletes 
today, their taking steroids and fight- 
ing at bars and carrying guns into bars 
and shooting themselves in the leg and 
having dogs fight each other, not set- 
ting good examples for kids as to how 
they treat women. Greg Maddux stood 
for everything that they didn’t—a won- 
derful family man, beautiful children, 
who prizes his family. 

This is not a speech about some guy 
who played baseball in Las Vegas. This 
is a statement about one of the great- 
est baseball players of all time. You 
take the thousands of people who have 
pitched in the big leagues, Greg 
Maddux, this small man, relatively 
small man, who never lifted a weight in 
his life, is eighth on the all-time list of 
pitchers, Cy Young, go down the list, 
Warren Spahn, Greg Maddux; he is 10 
games away from being in the top four 
or five—10 wins. 

Another reason it is so important is 
that Greg Maddux is from Las Vegas. 
He never left. He went away for 23 
years, spent half the year playing base- 
ball, sometimes more than that, but he 
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always came home. Las Vegas is home. 
That is where his kids go to school. 

So this is а statement about a won- 
derful man who is a role model for any- 
one who participates in athletics but 
also someone Nevada is very proud of. 
He went to Valley High School, à high 
School that is still there. There are 
wonderful stories about this boy who 
went to that high school. A columnist 
from а prominent newspaper—I think 
that is where it was—a few years ago 
wrote a story, a column about Greg 
Maddux. He was а senior in high 
School. They had this skinny little 
Sophomore who was going to pitch 
against him and his team. And he 
looked forward to batting against this 
skinny little sophomore who was pitch- 
ing for Valley High School. And he de- 
Scribes in the column he wrote, he 
struck out every time he got up 
against this guy and they were, of 
course, beaten. Stories like that are all 
over Nevada about what he did in his 
youth. 

Greg will soon be 43 years old. Yes- 
terday he held а press conference. In ef- 
fect what he said is: Thank you to ev- 
erybody in baseball. He said: I still 
think I could play this game but not as 
well as I would like to, so it is time to 
вау goodbye. And that is what he did. 

His accomplishments are legendary; 
355 games he won. He won more games 
than Roger Clemens, and he did it 
without taking any supplements of any 
kind. I repeat what he told me. He said: 
You know, I have never lifted à weight. 
He said: When I was in high school, а 
physical therapist said: Don't mess 
with your body. And Gregg may have 
pushed a few weights with his legs, but 
no way did he touch his arm, not be- 
cause his arm had such great power, 
because he didn't throw as hard as a lot 
of pitchers, but his accuracy was near- 
ly perfect. 

Of the seven men in front of him on 
the victory list, only Warren Spahn 
pitched in the second half of the last 
century. He is the only 300 game win- 
ner to have more than 3,000 strikeouts 
and less than 1,000 walks. He averaged 
less than 30 walks per year. That is à 
remarkable accomplishment; the first 
player in the history of baseball to win 
at least 15 games in 17 straight years; 
the only player in the history of base- 
ball to win 18 games over 20 years. 

He won four straight Cy Young 
awards. He won a World Series with the 
Atlanta Braves. He won 18 Gold Gloves. 
What is a Gold Glove? That means you 
are the best fielder in baseball at that 
position. He won 18 of them. No one 
will ever match that. That is for his 
fielding excellence. That is the most of 
any player ever, 18 Gold Gloves. 

How did he do this, à man who didn't 
throw that hard, wasn't a monster on 
the mound being 6 foot 9? He was about 
my size, a little heavier than I am. He 
was able to do that because of his con- 
Sistency, his control, and his mental 
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acuity. He studied those batters. He 
knew their weaknesses and their 
Strengths, and everyone marveled at 
how he could throw that baseball. 

The stories will go on and on about 
Greg Maddux, but one story is not leg- 
end. It is true. For а sportswriter's en- 
tertainment, he said: Have the catcher 
hold up his glove and then we will 
make sure the catcher can't see so he 
can't move his hand. Let's see if you 
can hit that glove. 

Think about that. The catcher is, in 
effect, blindfolded. He didn’t do it once. 
He did it three times. Think about 
that. For those of us who have ever 
thrown a baseball, to hit that target is 
pretty significant. He is a man of hu- 
mility. I just am so proud of Greg 
Maddux. I don’t know what team I am 
going to root for now, because when he 
was with the Cubs, I was a Cub fan. 
When he was with the Atlanta Braves, 
I was a Braves fan. As difficult as it 
was playing for those losers, the Pa- 
dres; they wouldn’t get him any runs, I 
followed them because I knew Greg 
Maddux was on that team. And then he 
went with the Dodgers, and I became a 
Dodger fan. I don’t know who I am 
going to cheer for. I really don’t know. 

His brother is a wonderful man. He 
was a long-time pitching coach for the 
Milwaukee Brewers. He has now, I un- 
derstand, gone with the Texas Rangers. 
Whenever he came to town, I tried to 
visit with him. He was also a major 
league pitcher, 5 or 6 years older than 
his little brother Greg, but always 
looked out for him and was always so 
proud of him. 

I want the record to reflect that 
America lost from baseball a great 
human being yesterday. But for us in 
Nevada, the place of his home, we still 
have Greg Maddux. His ties to Las 
Vegas make us all so very proud. Local 
historians will say—and rightfully so— 
that Greg Maddux is the greatest ath- 
lete in the history of our State. 


EE 


RECESS 


Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate stand in recess until 
2:30 today. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 12:54 p.m., recessed until 2:30 p.m. 
and reassembled when called to order 
by the Presiding Officer (Mr. CARPER). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 
seeks recognition? 

The majority leader is recognized. 


AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 
LEGISLATION 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I just fin- 
ished a meeting with my staff rep- 
resentative who has been working with 
the two Banking Committees and the 
White House on the Detroit situation 
that we are trying to work out. I think 
there has been a whole lot of progress 
made. I hope the White House will be 
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meeting with Senator MCCONNELL in 
the near future and we can start mov- 
ing forward. 

We very much want to complete this 
as soon as possible. I have had calls 
from lots of different Senators, all hav- 
ing very important things to do and 
places to go dealing with their service 
as a Senator. I think it is going to be 
very difficult to get a vote today. The 
legislation is not drafted yet. Most of 
it is, but there are a couple provisions 
they are working on. So I think it is 
very unlikely there will be votes 
today—not impossible but unlikely. It 
is more likely there will be something 
tomorrow. 

But everyone should understand, if 
we have a number of Senators who are 
objecting, who want to slow this 
down—they have a right to do that; I 
understand that—we are going to com- 
plete the process. That being the case— 
everyone knows the rules around here; 
and I do—it may be necessary, if we get 
some push back from some of our Sen- 
ators, where we have to go through the 
process of moving to proceed and filing 
cloture and all that kind of stuff—if 
that is the case, everyone should un- 
derstand we are going to work until we 
complete this. 

The American people want us to 
make a decision. I am fairly confident 
that all the work that has gone into 
this is going to bear fruit, that we will 
be able to pass legislation that will be 
good legislation. It will help the work- 
ers. When I say ‘‘the workers," not 
only those people who are directly em- 
ployed by the automobile manufactur- 
ers, but the suppliers, the bondholders, 
and on and on down the road. A lot of 
people are dependent on our doing 
something that is appropriate, and I 
think that can be done. 

We are going to have a vote on this 
sometime. We can either have it sooner 
or we can have it later. But everyone 
should understand there will be no 
stalling us from doing this. We are 
going to complete this legislation. 
That may mean—and people have 
heard me talk about this before, but 
everyone knows I am serious about 
this—that may mean we have to work 
this weekend. I hope that is not the 
case. Today is Tuesday. But the rules 
are as they are and we may have to 
work through this. We cannot let a few 
people stop us from doing the people’s 
business. 

I think Senator MCCONNELL and I 
have the same view; we discussed it 
this morning, that we want to move 
forward making sure all parties feel 
they have been part of the process. 
There is nothing we could do that 
would be perfect. So we can only do the 
best we can; that is, to work through 
this legislation with the art of com- 
promise. We have had to do that on 
this piece of legislation. 

So we will have to wait until the 
White House completes their meetings 
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with the leadership on the Republican 
Side. Hopefully, today, we can have а 
better direction as to when we can 
complete this. 

I think the seriousness of what we 
are engaged in with Detroit and the fi- 
nancial bailout of the banking institu- 
tions and the financial apparatus of 
this country has been very hard and 
difficult, and we need to keep moving 
forward. As everyone knows, thousands 
of jobs have been lost, and we need to 
get our country back in a position 
where we are talking about and feel 
good about the jobs that are being 
gained, not the jobs being lost. 

So having said that, Mr. President, I 
will be happy to answer any questions 
anyone has. They know how to get 
ahold of me. 

Isuggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
MORNING BUSINESS 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to a period of morning busi- 
ness, with Senators allowed to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each, and 
that the morning hour expire at 4:30 


p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SANDERS). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, I want 
to take the next several minutes, as we 
are getting together back in the Cap- 
itol, to discuss the possible future as- 
sistance the Federal Government 
might provide to our auto industry. 

Coming down on the train, several 
people said to me—some for and some 
against the proposal—that they were 
not comfortable with the idea of giving 
money to the auto industry, and I said 
neither am I. I am not interested in 
giving money to the auto industry any 
more than I wanted to give money to 
the financial services industry. 

I invite the people who are following 
this issue to go back in time to 1979, 
1980, when Chrysler was going through 
a difficult time, and Lee Iacocca was 
the CEO of the company then. He 
called for Federal assistance. I think at 
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the time they were interested in a Fed- 
eral loan to Chrysler. We weren’t inter- 
ested in doing that then, but we agreed 
to provide loan guarantees so that if 
Chrysler could find financing else- 
where, the Federal Government would 
provide a backstop in the form of a 
guarantee of the loans; otherwise, 
Chrysler would not have been able to 
obtain the needed financing. We called 
on Chrysler to make some difficult de- 
cisions to reduce costs and make sure 
that in the long haul they would be 
successful and viable as a company. 

At the time, Lee Iacocca told us: If 
we could make that Chrysler K Car, 
that is our ticket to salvation and re- 
demption and profitability. He said we 
don’t have the financial wherewithal to 
get there. The Federal Government 
agreed to provide a lifeline in the form 
of a loan guarantee. A number of 
States, including my State of Dela- 
ware, agreed to provide loans—direct 
loans in this case—to Chrysler. We ne- 
gotiated a collateralized loan to Chrys- 
ler in 1980. In return for the Federal 
taxpayers taking on the risk in 1980 of 
the loan guarantees, we asked for an 
ability to participate in an upside. We 
wanted to make sure not just the 
shareholders and employees would ben- 
efit but that the taxpayers would ben- 
efit. We agreed to make loan guaran- 
tees in return for getting warrants— 
not warrants for anybody’s arrest but a 
warrant that is a financial instrument 
that can be used to turn into stock and 
provide the potential, at least, for the 
Federal taxpayer to make some posi- 
tive return on this investment. 

As it turned out, when the deal was 
closed and Jimmy Carter signed the 
legislation in the early part of 1980, the 
stock for Chrysler was about $5 a share. 
Under the terms of the agreement, the 
Federal Government was able to pur- 
chase Chrysler stock for $13 a share. It 
didn’t sound like a very good deal at 
the time. Nonetheless, we had that op- 
tion to buy Chrysler stock at a future 
date at $13 a share. Later, Chrysler 
built the K Car and returned to profit- 
ability. They made money and the 
value of the shares appreciated. The 
time came when the Federal Govern- 
ment decided to go to Chrysler and say 
we would like to use our warrants and 
buy the stock at $13 а share. Then we 
turned around and sold them for $30 a 
Share after that. The difference be- 
tween the $13 and the $30 we sold them 
for led to an appreciation or accumula- 
tion of about $310 million for tax- 
payers. The loan the State of Delaware 
made to Chrysler—the collateralized 
loan I negotiated as State treasurer— 
was paid in full. Not only did we get 
the principal back, but we made inter- 
est for the taxpayers of my State. The 
same thing occurred to the taxpayers 
of other States. Meanwhile, Chrysler 
agreed to make a number of conces- 
sions that there be a sharing of sac- 
rifices made by labor and management 
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and others to help make that company 
viable for the longer haul. Lee Iacocca 
worked for $1 à year. 

The long and short of it is that it 
worked. That was in 1980. It worked for 
over а quarter century. Chrysler has 
gotten themselves into trouble because 
they began relying more and more on 
large inefficient vehicles—SUVs, 
trucks, and relatively few fuel-efficient 
cars or fuel-efficient light trucks or 
SUVs. In the end, by this time last 
year, roughly 70 percent of what Chrys- 
ler was building was energy-inefficient 
cars. During the CAFE increases last 
year, among the companies that 
pushed back initially was Chrysler. 
They have had to begin pivoting, if you 
will, to move from a product line where 
up to 70 percent of the vehicles were 
light trucks and SUVs, relatively few 
cars, and not many very fuel efficient, 
to one where not just the light trucks 
and vans and SUVs were energy effi- 
cient but also the cars. You cannot do 
that. Chrysler cannot do it, and Ford 
and GM cannot move within à year, or 
even 2 years, from a product line that 
is woefully inefficient in terms of fuel 
economy to one that is highly efficient. 
It has taken a period of time. 

Iam encouraged by the progress they 
are making at Chrysler. They are à 
couple of years out from being where 
they need to be, given the marketplace 
and what consumers are asking for. 

Meanwhile, over at Ford, about 2 
years ago, they largely redefined the 
company, including the logo, to begin à 
major transformation. Under the lead- 
ership of Bill Ford and Alan Mullaley, 
former head of Boeing, who was 
brought in to run Ford a couple years 
ago, they began a transformation not 
12 months ago but more like 2 years 
ago to move to vehicles such as the 
Focus and Fusion. They are in a better 
position now as people are buying 
fewer vehicles and are looking for en- 
ergy-efficient vehicles. There is some 
neat, nifty technology and items for 
the vehicles as well, with the partner- 
ship they have worked out with Micro- 
soft. 

Over at GM, meanwhile, GM is hope- 
fully about to introduce, in a year or 
year and a half, what I call the most 
advertised car that has never been 
built, the Chevrolet Volt. I saw it un- 
veiled at the Detroit Auto Show about 
a year and a half ago—a plug-in hybrid, 
flex fuel vehicle with the potential of 
getting not just 40 miles out from the 
garage in the homes in the morning, 
but a potential for getting 80 to even 90 
miles per gallon by using an alter- 
native onboard fuel system, a propul- 
sion system, not to propel the car but 
to recharge the battery. Unfortunately, 
we have not built the battery yet. No- 
body has built a battery yet that can 
do that or designed one that will work 
at minus 10 degrees Fahrenheit or 110 
degrees Fahrenheit. They have worked 
for 10 years under all kinds of condi- 
tions. Efforts are underway in many 
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countries to win а race to build that 
battery. The Federal Government has 
provided a fair amount of financial 
support, investing in technology to 
make sure we get to the finish line 
ahead of our foreign competitors. It is 
an important race. GM, I think, stands 
to benefit from this, and so do the folks 
who work there and those who have 
Shares with GM. So do the rest of us, 
frankly. 

Let me come back to what I said ear- 
lier, about the conversation I had with 
Several people on the train coming 
from Wilmington today. They said to 
me: We didn't like the fact that you 
gave all that money to the banks, and 
we don't like the idea of giving all that 
money to the auto industry. If you 
look at what we have done with the fi- 
nancial institutions, we have, under 
the legislation, created а so-called 
TARP. Under that legislation we au- 
thorize the Treasury to invest in the 
banks, to take an equity position. With 
the moneys we have infused or invested 
into most of these banks, we bought 
preferred stock. That preferred stock 
pays initially 5 percent per year, and 
later 9 percent if it is not bought back 
by the banks. In addition, we get op- 
tions, much as we did with Chrysler in 
1980, that could be converted into 
Shares of stock that we can benefit 
from—not just we but the taxpayers 
can benefit from. 

The idea there was to make the in- 
vestment with the possibility that if 
there is an upside or rebound by the fi- 
nancial institutions that asked for this 
investment, the taxpayers have the op- 
portunity to participate in the profits, 
as we did with respect to Chrysler all 
those years ago. The money that we 
are now talking about, or will be debat- 
ing, whether to make available for 
working capital for the auto compa- 
nies—let me add that only Chrysler 
and GM have indicated an interest in 
drawing down this money. Ford said: 
We think we are OK. Maybe later we 
will need a line of credit. For now, we 
think we are all right. 

That is good news. So what we are 
working on is an approach where we, 
just as we invested in the financial in- 
stitutions in order to get back pre- 
ferred stock that pays 5 to 9 percent 
and also carries the possibility of war- 
rants that we can turn into profit-mak- 
ing stock shares later, we want to do 
the same thing with our auto industry. 

The Presiding Officer will recall а 
year or so ago when we passed CAFE 
legislation. In it we passed section 136, 
which said we want to provide as much 
as $25 billion so that the auto compa- 
nies can modernize their plants for the 
principal purpose of building more en- 
ergy-efficient vehicles. We feel that is 
what is needed—high quality and good 
productivity. But that is one of the 
major things needed to be competitive 
in the world today: energy-efficient 
cars, trucks, vans, and so forth. 
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That $25 billion is not going to be 
available, apparently, right away to go 
into plant modernization. 

The idea is to take as much as $15 

billion of that $25 billion to make 
available to Chrysler and General Mo- 
tors. The idea is not to give them this 
money; the idea is to invest this money 
in ways they can use it for working 
capital to get them through the next 
several months and, in the meantime, 
to require, under the guidance of what 
has been called a czar or an oversight 
board whose job would be to act almost 
as a bankruptcy judge, to make sure 
that further savings are realized by 
both Chrysler and GM but to ensure 
there is some further givebacks not 
just from labor, not just from manage- 
ment, not just from bondholders, not 
just from dealers, and not just from 
lenders but all the above. It is a con- 
cept that makes sense. The idea of here 
is $15 billion, and we hope you can get 
better and repay the money down the 
line, is not what we are interested in 
doing. 
We want to improve the likelihood 
that we will get back every dime we 
lend of this $15 billion and more, if 
needed, later on. But we want to make 
sure the companies, particularly 
Chrysler, Ford, and GM, make the ad- 
ditional changes they need to increase 
the likelihood that they will be viable 
for a long period of time. 

I close by saying we are seeing a real 
transformation in our economy. We 
used to be a big manufacturing coun- 
try. We are less so today. Some people 
say that is fine, we will be a service 
economy, we will provide financial 
services and legal services, we will 
have insurance companies, maybe we 
will grow some food to feed ourselves 
and some of the rest of the world. But 
at the end of the day, we still need to 
make things. We still need to make 
things that people here and around the 
world want to buy. 

One of the things I believe we need to 
make are cars, trucks, and vans. It has 
been that way for a long time. It needs 
to continue to be that way going for- 
ward. 

I have had the privilege of rep- 
resenting and working for the people of 
Delaware, gosh, since 1976, when they 
elected me their State treasurer. We 
have had two auto assembly plants in 
my State for 50, 60 years—a Chrysler 
plant and a GM plant. The Chrysler 
plant is going to close at the end of 
this month. It is painful to me, and I 
know all the people who work there, 
the retirees, all who bought their vehi- 
cles and supported the plants in ways 
large and small over the years. But the 
writing is on the wall. My fear is that 
is going to happen. 

As this happens and we see plants 
such as our plant in Newark, DE, the 
Chrysler plant, close, it is important 
we also remember the people who are 
losing their jobs there, the folks who 
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have not enough experience, enough 
time to retire and be eligible for bene- 
fits. As they prepare to close the doors 
at the Chrysler plant in Newark, DE, I 
wish to make sure the folks who are 
losing their livelihood have the oppor- 
tunity to be trained for other jobs in 
my State or other States that will en- 
able them to be gainfully employed, to 
make a decent income for themselves 
and to support their families. 

One of the things we can do, in addi- 
tion to providing, if you will, a loan 
guarantee or direct loan with strong 
conditions to these auto companies, is 
remember our responsibilities to those 
who are left behind and those left be- 
hind without the prospect of ever 
working again in the auto industry. 

There are some countries around the 
world—Finland comes to mind, Den- 
mark, and a couple others—that do a 
good job. As industries grow up, ma- 
ture, the nature of the job market, the 
industries in those countries change. 
Some countries around the world do a 
very good job of helping people whose 
skills for building, whether it is cars or 
buggies or buggy whips, are no longer 
appropriate—retraining people, sup- 
porting them for a period of time, giv- 
ing them the social support net they 
need but then training them for jobs 
that need to be done, in this case, in 
the 21st century. 

There you have it, some thoughts. 
My hope is we will come back and have 
a robust debate for the remainder of 
this week, and before this week is over 
we will vote not to give away $15 bil- 
lion to Chrysler or to GM but that we 
will vote to be willing, as we did in 
1980, to make an investment that has a 
potential upside, not just for the people 
who work in the companies, not just 
for the people who own shares of those 
companies but also for the American 
taxpayers. If we do take on this risk, 
there needs to be a reward for the tax- 
payers whose money is at risk. 

Mr. President, thank you for this op- 
portunity. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
MCCASKILL). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 


EEE 
TRIBUTE TO EINAR DYHRKOPP 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, this 
past Saturday, 1 day before the 75th an- 
niversary of the attack on Pearl Har- 
bor, a survivor of a different World War 
II kamikaze bombing died quietly at 
his home in Shawneetown, IL, at the 
age of 82. 

Einar Dyhrkopp, business leader, 
public servant, and patriot, was a 19- 
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year-old Navy firefighter assigned to 
the bowels of the USS Aaron Ward 
when the destroyer-minelayer was at- 
tacked by 25 kamikaze bombers in the 
battle for Okinawa. 

In the years after World War II, Gen. 
George C. Marshall was asked if Amer- 
ica had any secret weapons to win that 
conflict. General Marshall replied, yes, 
we do, “the best darn kids in the 
world." Einar was just the kind of kid 
General Marshall was talking about. 
About 365 men were assigned to the 
USS Aaron Ward; 42 of them burned to 
death or were lost overboard in the 52- 
minute battle on May 3, 1945. Einar was 
one of the lucky ones: he survived the 
attack, although his hair was burned 
to his scalp as he fought to douse the 
Ship's flames. 

When the war ended, Einar came 
home like so many World War II vets, 
found new ways to serve his country. 
He married Frances, and they had a 
Son. He was а banker, а business lead- 
er, à livestock and grain farmer in 
Southern Illinois, and a great politi- 
cian. He was elected mayor of 
Shawneetown, IL, where he was born 
and lived his entire life. He was a self- 
described ‘‘dyed in the wool" Demo- 
crat. He was respected and admired by 
people from both political parties. 

He was also a dedicated public serv- 
ant. In 1998, Einar Dyhrkopp was ap- 
pointed by President Bill Clinton to 
the U.S. Postal Service Board of Gov- 
ernors and served two terms as the 
Chairman. During his tenure, the Post- 
al Service experienced an unprece- 
dented 5 straight years of positive net 
income. It also enhanced service and 
increased its ontime delivery rate for 
next-day delivery to 94 percent. He 
cared about the Postal Service's bot- 
tom line and its customers. He talked 
to me so many times about issues re- 
lated to the Postal Service. He cared 
about the workers there too. He once 
invited picketing postal workers in for 
coffee and cinnamon rolls and, after 
talking with them, answered all of 
their questions. He visited countless 
postal facilities, asking employees 
what we can do to make their job bet- 
ter and make our services better in the 
Postal Service. In 2008, the post office 
in his beloved Shawneetown was re- 
dedicated and renamed in his honor. 
Einar had tears in his eyes as the trib- 
utes were read. 

Mr. Dyhrkopp also served on several 
Illinois State commissions and was a 
member of the Regional Advisory 
Board of Southern Illinois University 
Public Policy Institute. 

There was the one curious political 
chapter in his life. In 1986, Einar 
Dyhrkopp ran what he called à non- 
campaign for the U.S. Senate. He ran 
on the Illinois Solidarity Party slate, а 
roster of statewide candidates put to- 
gether by Adlai Stevenson III. Mr. Ste- 
venson, son of the two-time Demo- 
cratic Presidential candidate, had won 
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the Democratic nomination for Gov- 
ernor, but that primary had been raid- 
ed by the LaRouche party. He aban- 
doned the Democratic Party ticket 
after two disciples of the extremist 
Lyndon LaRouche won slots on the 
Democratic slate in a disastrous pri- 
mary election. Mr. Stevenson said he 
could not in good conscience share а 
ticket with people whose views he 
found so objectionable. State law re- 
quired that the new Illinois Solidarity 
Party field à whole slate of statewide 
candidates, not just the gubernatorial 
candidate. So Einar stepped up and 
agreed to be the new party's nominee 
for U.S. Senate. 

What a crazy campaign. Mr. 
Dyhrkopp did not accept a single penny 
in campaign contributions. He did not 
spend a dollar or make one speech. He 
did not even vote for himself, announc- 
ing he was going to cast his ballot for 
his friend, the incumbent, Senator 
Alan Dixon. As one political writer put 
it, his strategy was ‘‘not to leave the 
house until the election was over so he 
wouldn’t draw attention or votes away 
from Senator .. . Dixon." Despite his 
best efforts to avoid the voters, Einar 
ended up with 15,000 votes. That is the 
kind of man he was—hard not to like. 
As my friend Paul Simon said some 
years ago, ‘‘Hinar Dyhrkopp represents 
responsible citizenship at its best. He 
has aided his community and provided 
leadership on the State and national 
scene. He has gone out of his way to 
help those who need assistance." 

For years after the bombing of the 
USS Aaron Ward, Einar did not talk 
about the attack. He told a reporter, 
“When you go through something like 
we went through together, almost ev- 
eryone wants to get it out of their 
minds the first few years." Later in 
life, he changed his mind. He became 
active in à group of survivors of the 
Aaron Ward attack. He was interviewed 
by Southern Illinois University's pub- 
lic broadcasting stations in conjunc- 
tion with the broadcast of '"The War," 
by Ken Burns, а documentary on World 
War II. He told а reporter that his 
change of heart was simply because 
*[w]e do not want the experience lost. 
If you lose history, you're destined to 
repeat it." 

America's history might have taken 
а far different and darker course had 
Einar Dyhrkopp and millions of others 
of ‘‘the best darned kids in the world" 
not sacrificed and served in that con- 
flict and had they not come back home 
to serve their Nation in other ways for 
decades more. 

He was a good man who gave much to 
his community, much to my State of 
Illinois, and much to America. Last 
Friday, at the urging of some friends 
who told me he was seriously ill, I 
called his home. Frances answered the 
phone, and I told her who I was. I said 
I thought I would say a word or two to 
Hinar if he can take the call. Well, she 
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said, I am not sure he can talk to you. 
I did not know how sick he was. And 
She leaned over, and I could overhear 
her saying: Einar, it is Senator DURBIN. 
The next think I knew, Einar was on 
the phone. We only chatted for a 
minute or two. We talked about the 
great times we had together, about 
that wonderful man, Paul Simon, who 
inspired us all to get involved in public 
life. 

He said: I think this is the end for 
me. 

Isaid: You have had a good run at it, 
Einar. You have been with some great 
people, and you have been a great 
friend. 

Those were our last words. He died 
the following day. 

I offer my sympathy to Mr. 
Dyhrkopp’s wife Frances, their family, 
including their three grandchildren, 
and so many friends in southern Illi- 
nois. Einar Dyhrkopp will be missed. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab- 
Sence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the order for the quorum call be 
rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SALAZAR). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 


— EE 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


JOHN WARNER 
Mr. BYRD. Mr. President, Today is a 
day I have dreaded. Today I say fare- 
well to my good friend and esteemed 
colleague, Senator JOHN WARNER. 

A few years ago, in an article for a 
Capitol Hill publication, Senator WAR- 
NER called attention to the courage of 
America's war veterans. He explained 
that the men and women who serve in 
our military are ‘‘heroes [who] share 
the timeless virtues of patriotism and 
selfless devotion to duty in defending 
our country." 

Mr. President, Senator WARNER is 
one of my ' heroes." He is à man who 
has always displayed ‘Пе timeless vir- 
tues of patriotism and selfless devotion 
to duty in defending our country." 

Indeed, Senator WARNER has spent 
his life in service to our country. He 
enlisted in the Navy at the tender age 
of 17 in order to serve in World War II. 
A few years later, he joined the Ma- 
rines in order to serve in the Korean 
conflict. From 1969 to 1972, he served as 
the Assistant Secretary of the Navy, 
and from 1972 to 1974, as Secretary of 
the Navy. 

In 1978, he was elected to the U.S. 
Senate, and is now the second longest- 
serving Senator in the history of his 
beloved Commonwealth of Virginia. 

His entire Senate career has been 
marked by his dignity, style, grace, 
and integrity. He is one of those men 
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with whom one can disagree without 
rancor. I cannot recall ever hearing 
anyone speak ill of JOHN WARNER. 

А few years ago, on another occasion 
in which I paid tribute to my good 
friend, I referred to him as “the 
classiest of class acts’’—and he is. We 
will miss his comity, his courtesy, and 
his refreshing bipartisan spirit always 
Seeking consensus solutions for the 
good of the country. Whether in com- 
mittee or on the Senate floor, he never 
succumbs to the bitter, destructive 
partisanship which has all too often 
characterized this chamber in recent 
years. 

Senator WARNER has spoken out 
against his own party when he felt that 
the wrong course was being pursued. 
When the horrors of Abu Ghraib came 
to light, JOHN WARNER did not hesitate 
to help write the legislation to restrict 
the use of torture. 

Senator WARNER embodies the guid- 
ing principles set down by another of 
our country's brave warriors, GEN 
Douglas MacArthur, who proclaimed 
his leading lights to be, ‘‘Duty, honor, 
country." 

Mr. President, without qualification, 
I can say that it has been an absolute 
pleasure to have served with this dis- 
tinguished and esteemed Virginia gen- 
tleman, and I will miss him. 

CHUCK HAGEL 

Mr. President, I came to know Sen- 
ator HAGEL in 1997 when we worked to- 
gether on the Byrd-Hagel Resolution 
related to the Kyoto Protocol. We 
made a good team because our effort 
was approved unanimously, by a vote 
of 95-0. 

In our work together, I made a new 
friend because I found Senator HAGEL 
to be а likeable and cooperative person 
as well as a knowledgeable and hard- 
working Senator. 

My respect for this dynamic Senator 
increased as I watched him become one 
of the Senate's most outspoken critics 
of Mr. Bush's war in Iraq. Several of us 
were already pointing to the disastrous 
results of the Bush administration's 
flawed and failed Iraqi war policies. 
But Senator HAGEL's opposition to the 
war carried very special impact. He is à 
conservative, a member of the Presi- 
dent's own political party, and a mili- 
tary veteran. In fact, he still carries 
shrapnel in his chest and remnants of 
burns to his face from his service as an 
infantryman in Vietnam. Senator 
HAGEL now calls Mr. Bush’s war in Iraq 
“an absolute replay of Vietnam." 

I will miss my friend and colleague. 
The Senate needs strong, independent 
voices like Senator HAGEL—lawmakers 
who are willing to put the best inter- 
ests of our country and American peo- 
ple over partisan politics. 

PETE DOMENICI 

Mr. President, when the Senate con- 
venes next January, it is difficult to 
accept that Senator DOMENICI will not 
be here. 
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This son of an Italian immigrant gro- 
cer was elected to the Senate in 1972, 
making him the first Republican in 
nearly 40 years to be elected to the 
Senate from the great State of New 
Mexico. He is now the longest serving 
Senator in the history of New Mexico. 

In the Senate, he established himself 
as an expert on fiscal policies and the 
intricacies of the Federal budget. Hav- 
ing served with Senator DOMENICI on 
the Appropriations and Budget Com- 
mittees, I have come to know and re- 
spect him not only as a dear friend and 
colleague, but also as a formidable op- 
ponent. Senator DOMENICI and I have 
clashed swords many times on the Sen- 
ate floor, and, believe me, when you 
clashed with him, you would have the 
fight of your life. He has one of the 
sharpest minds on Capitol Hill. He is 
one of the most knowledgeable people 
on the budget on Capitol Hill. And he is 
always prepared. 

Oh, how I regret that he will be leav- 
ing us all too soon. But I would like to 
use this opportunity to thank the sen- 
ior Senator from New Mexico for his 
wonderful service and to congratulate 
him on an outstanding career in the 
Senate. 

Thank you, Senator DOMENICI, for all 
your work for your State, and our 
country. And, thank you, PETE, for 
being a friend. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO MAJOR BENJAMIN 
VENNING 


Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor Major Benjamin 
Venning, U.S. Marine Corps, for his 3 
years of service to the U.S. Senate and 
for his continued service to our Nation 
and its Corps. 

From December 2005 to December 
2006, Major Venning served in my office 
as a military fellow. He came to my of- 
fice soon after a tour in Fallujah, 
where his actions in service to the 
United States earned him a Bronze 
Star. Major Venning had experienced 
first-hand the rising violence in Iraq. 
His on-the-ground experience in Iraq 
gave him tremendous insight on issues 
affecting servicemembers and veterans. 

Many who served in Iraq and Afghan- 
istan have returned with serious phys- 
ical injuries or have even paid the ulti- 
mate price. Others have returned with 
more invisible wounds, injuries that 
are not immediately apparent but that 
bring pain and suffering to a returning 
veteran and his or her family. Today, 
traumatic brain injury and post-trau- 
matic stress syndrome are recognized 
as signature injuries of the conflicts in 
Iraq and Afghanistan. While Major 
Venning served on my staff he helped 
draw attention to these invisible 
wounds. With his relationships at Be- 
thesda Naval, he helped me understand 
the impact of traumatic brain injuries 
on returning soldiers and marines. 
With Major Venning on my team, I was 
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able to ask hard questions about how 
our government was responding to the 
growing number of veterans needing 
help for these serious injuries. 

In April 2006, I sent a letter that 
Major Venning worked on, which was 
one of the first to ask the Department 
of Veterans Affairs to closely review 
its ability to provide proper mental 
health care to returning veterans. An- 
other Senator from the State of Illinois 
signed that letter: Barack Obama. 
Today, as the world awaits his inau- 
guration, the President-elect has prom- 
ised he will continue to improve men- 
tal health treatment for troops and 
veterans suffering from combat-related 
psychological injuries. 

After his service as a military fellow, 
Major Venning was named the Deputy 
Director of the Marine Corps Senate 
Liaison Office. It is no surprise that he 
was as loved in that office as he was in 
mine. It was my pleasure to host his 
promotion to major, with his friends 
and family in attendance, in my office 
in the Capitol. His commanding phys- 
ical presence is matched only by his 
compassion and understanding of the 
issues facing our returning service- 
members, which was never on better 
display than when he helped shepherd 
wounded veterans as my guests at the 
State of the Union. 

Major Ben Venning is a marine in the 
best tradition of the Corps. His efforts 
have informed the Congress and have 
represented the Corps’ values and capa- 
bilities. His performance here will 
leave a lasting mark on my office, the 
U.S. Senate and the Marine Corps long 
after he has departed. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, it is my 
pleasure today to congratulate and 
thank Major Benjamin Venning of the 
U.S. Marine Corps. This week, Major 
Venning finishes up a highly successful 
assignment as Deputy Director of the 
Marine Corps Liaison Office to the U.S. 
Senate, which is responsible for pro- 
viding information about the Corps to 
this institution. He has served the Sen- 
ate and the Marine Corps superbly, and 
he is a credit to the entire Corps. 

Major Venning learned about the 
Senate during a fellowship in 2006 with 
Senator DURBIN of Illinois. He worked 
on timely reserve pay and budget 
issues, getting to know the ins-and- 
outs of the often arcane appropriations 
process. Senator DURBIN, as I am, is a 
member of the Senate’s Defense Appro- 
priations Subcommittee, which han- 
dles the Senate’s work in writing the 
annual budget bill for the Department 
of Defense. That was an ideal perch for 
Major Venning to grasp the com- 
plicated but essential financing of our 
extensive national security operations. 

In his next assignment, joining the 
Corps’ liaison office, he brought the 
same sense of intelligence and integ- 
rity that he showed in that year with 
the senior Senator from Illinois. Major 
Venning was always prompt in answer- 
ing questions about the Marine Corps, 
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whether about plans for growth of the 
force or the minutia of a particular 
program. He and the entire team in the 
liaison office provided excellent sup- 
port for Senate delegations traveling 
to foreign nations to meet with inter- 
national leaders and to review foreign 
assistance programs. He ensured that 
extensive itineraries unfolded smooth- 
ly and productively. 

Major Venning is a marine through 
and through, displaying great dedica- 
tion to and knowledge about the force. 
Staffing a recent mission overseas, for 
example, hewing to longstanding tradi- 
tion, he made sure that the Corps' 
birthday was observed in а rousing ren- 
dition of the ‘‘Marines’ Hymn." 

It should be little surprise to anyone 
who has known Major Venning over the 
years—in his years growing up in 
South Carolina and Virginia or at col- 
lege at the Virginia Military Insti- 
tute—that he would become such an 
asset to the Corps. I have no doubt that 
he will bring the same sterling quali- 
ties in his next assignment with Com- 
pany A, 4th Amphibious Assault Vehi- 
cle Battalion at Norfolk, VA. 

Major Venning will go far in his fu- 
ture endeavors with the Corps and be- 
yond. I know that all Senators join in 
wishing him all the best and in express- 
ing our heartfelt thanks for а job well 
done. 


— M Ó— 


REMEMBERING RICHARD AND 
JEAN DEWINE 


Mr. MCCAIN. Mr. President, today I 
pay tribute to the parents of our good 
friend and former colleague from Ohio, 
Mike DeWine. Richard and Jean 
DeWine died just a few weeks ago, 4 
days apart from each other. Dick was 
85, and Jean was 83. They were together 
almost their entire lives, sharing a 
beautiful love story and 65 wonderful 
years of marriage. 

I had the honor of meeting Mike’s 
parents in February when I was vis- 
iting Young’s Jersey Dairy in their 
hometown of Yellow Springs, OH. It 
was a privilege to talk to them. They 
were so gracious and kind. I could see 
how proud they were of their son and 
how proud they were of our Nation. 

Mike spoke about his parents’ lives 
and especially their love of family at 
their joint funeral service held on No- 
vember 5, 2008. In tribute to Dick and 
Jean, I ask unanimous consent that 
the entirety of his remarks be printed 
in the RECORD at the conclusion of 
mine. 

There were no two finer Americans 
than Dick and Jean DeWine. May God 
bless them and their family. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

Thank you all so much for coming today 
and for your friendship and love. Thank you 
to JoFrannye, Patty, Jocelyn, and the choir 
for the music, and to our grandson Albert for 
playing the piano before Mass. 
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Thank you Father Geraci and Father 
Hagan for being the celebrants today, but I 
have to say to Father Tom that right now, 
Dad must be thinking: ‘‘This Mass is much, 
much too long!" 

I once asked Dad why he kept going to 
Fairborn to Mass. He told me he found a 
great priest there, whose homilies were ex- 
actly 3 minutes long! 

Fran and I thank all of you who helped 
care for my parents, enabling them to stay 
in their home the last few years, especially 
Patrick, Jamie, Megan, and Barbara—thank 
you. All of my parents’ care givers have been 
just great. 

And, thanks to all of you who stopped by 
to visit my parents. Cousin Jerome, we 
thank you for always being there to brighten 
my parents’ day. 

When I was growing up, I always thought 
that I had the greatest parents in the world. 

I never changed my mind. 

My parents both grew up in Yellow Springs 
and both lived on Xenia Avenue. Dad was 
born at home in a house, which is the present 
day Wind’s Cafe Wine Cellar. They lived next 
door to the family feed store. Growing up 
practically in the feed store, itself, and right 
in the heart of Yellow Springs, Dad was sur- 
rounded by a colorful cast of characters who 
would make a novelist proud! He could re- 
member watching out his bedroom window 
on Saturday nights, as fights would erupt be- 
tween patrons of the local bars. 

One time, when Dad was a young boy, my 
grandfather asked him if he wanted to ride 
with his employee, Jimmy, when he took a 
feed delivery to Springfield. He told Dad he 
could drag the bags from the back of the 
truck up to the front, so that Jimmy 
wouldn’t have to get on and off the truck to 
get them. 

Before leaving town, Jimmy and Dad each 
had a dime and bought a 5-cent Bluebird pie. 
Since they both had a nickel left over, 
Jimmy asked my young Dad if he wanted to 
play the numbers. And, he did! 

Later that day, when they got back to the 
feed store, my grandfather, shouted, ‘‘Dick, 
the Sheriff's been looking for you! Were you 
playing the numbers? Dad ran out of the 
Store, screaming, ‘Тһе Sheriff will never 
find те!” 

He went out and hid among the stacks of 
feed sacks. When my grandfather finally 
found him, all he said was, ‘‘Here’s your $25— 
you won!" 

At the same time, my mother was growing 
up not far up the street. Mother’s father was 
a professor of literature at Antioch College. 
He was an expert in Shakespeare, Chaucer, 
and Milton. He and my grandmother greatly 
influenced my mother, particularly instill- 
ing in her a great love and appreciation for 
words. 

My grandfather had grown up on a farm in 
upstate New York, and every summer, he 
would take his family back there so he could 
help with the farm work. Some of Mother’s 
fondest memories were of those idyllic sum- 
mers—playing with her sisters, Judy and 
Dorothy, in the ice house on hot summer 
days, riding hay wagons, walking to get gro- 
ceries at the local general store, and watch- 
ing her grandmother milk cows on a one- 
legged stool! 

As a young girl, Mother loved to ride 
horses. In fact, her parents kept a horse at 
their house on Xenia Avenue! They called 
the horse Cheyenne. Once when Mother was 
about 11 years old, she rode Cheyenne all 
alone from Yellow Springs to Wilberforce, 
some 7 miles away, using only the directions 
and map that my grandfather drew for her. 
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In the summer of 1940, one of my father’s 
best friends was Herbert Berger. That year, 
Herbert went away for the summer. He had 
asked Dad to ‘‘look out for" his girlfriend, 
who happened to be 15-year-old Jean Liddle. 
Well, Dad did. And, my parents were insepa- 
rable from then on. 

Dick DeWine and Jean Liddle married 3 
years later on September 2, 1943. Dad was 20, 
and Mother was 18. 

World War II, of course, was raging at this 
time. Dad went in as a replacement. He was 
a Private with K Company and saw combat 
in France, Germany, and Austria. Captain 
Bell was their leader. About five years ago, 
Dad sent an email about first seeing Captain 
Bell when he and his buddy, Ernie Dessecker, 
had arrived in Europe and were awaiting 
their company assignment. This is what my 
dad wrote: 

“We were told that the next morning, we 
would be assigned to some infantry com- 
pany. That night, we went into a bar and 
were bought some beer by some GI's who 
knew we were—for want of a better word— 
very uptight. All they talked about was Cap- 
tain Bell and his K Company. They told us 
that if we wanted to do a lot of fighting that 
would be the company to be assigned to. 
That was not really what [Ernie] and I had in 
mind! 

The next day, we were loaded on a truck 
and at each town, it would stop and some 
names were called to get off. When Dess and 
I were told to get off, the first thing we 
asked was, ‘What company is this?’ When 
told it was Company K, we both wished we 
could climb back on that truck and head for 
the rear echelon! Of course, in a very short 
time, we were so very proud to be part of 
Captain Bell’s Company K... .”’ 

Dad never forgot the men with whom he 
served, maintaining friendships for over six 
decades. He also never forgot the horrific 
things he saw when K Company was sent to 
the Dachau concentration camp shortly after 
it was liberated in April 1945. From the time 
I was just a kid, Dad told me stories about 
Dachau and how people in the nearby town 
would tell the soldiers that they hadn’t real- 
ly known what the Nazis were doing. Dad 
could never quite comprehend that. 

On the day before the German surrender in 
Europe, Dad spent the night in a fox hole 
near Innsbruck, Austria. He heard rumors 
that the War was nearing an end. But still, 
Dad stayed awake all night in that fox hole, 
fearing that the enemy would attack. He re- 
membered thinking that he saw German 
troops coming at him. When he compared 
notes with all his buddies later, they, too, 
had experienced the same thing. 

When the War did end that next day, they 
rode into Innsbruck, where people greeted 
him and the other soldiers with a shower of 
flowers. Meanwhile, Mother and Aunt Judy 
celebrated the German surrender by riding 
on a fire truck in an impromptu parade down 
the streets of Yellow Springs. Dad’s two 
younger siblings, my Aunt Mickey and Uncle 
Jerry, watched the parade with pride. 

Last week, I started reading my parents’ 
letters to each other when Dad was fighting 
in Europe. They are letters of great passion 
and love, written by two young kids, who 
were only married a year when the War sepa- 
rated them. They write of their plans and 
dreams and of the child they hoped to con- 
ceive as soon as Dad got home. Dad’s letter 
refers to that child as ‘‘Mike,’’ while Moth- 
er’s letter references Michael—a distinction 
they would each make throughout my life. 

Dad came home in April, in time for Reds 
Opening Day, and I was born on January 5th, 
that year. 
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Dad taught me to fish, to hunt, and to love 
OSU football and Dayton Flyer basketball. 
But, his real passion was the Cincinnati 
Reds! 

When Dad was 16, he and one of his buddies 
camped out in line for 36 hours to get tickets 
for the 1989 World Series, when the Reds 
were playing the Yankees. They ended up in 
two different ticket lines, but had made a 
deal that whoever got up to the ticket 
counter before the tickets ran out would buy 
two. Dad was able to get two tickets, but 
then he couldn't find his friend. It got close 
to game time, and Dad had to go inside the 
ballpark. 

When he was inside, though, he went up to 
the top deck at Crosley Field and searched 
again for his friend. He looked down below, 
outside the ballpark, and there was his 
buddy, walking away in tears, empty-hand- 
ed. 

Dad reached into his pocket and pulled out 
the silver dollar that his father had given 
him and wrapped the other baseball ticket 
around it. Then, he threw it over the railing, 
hoping and praying that it would fall at the 
feet of his friend. 

Amazingly, it did—and they both watched 
that game together. 

Mother taught me about different kinds of 
things. She passed on to me her love of books 
and taught me about the power of language 
and the written word. She also taught me 
how to debate and argue. 

You see, Mother loved words—and knew 
how to use them. When I was growing up, the 
conversations at our dinner table covered а 
whole range of topics—books and music and 
Sports and movies and, of course, current af- 
fairs and politics. Both Mother and Dad were 
always interested in politics, but Mother 
took her positions to the public. 

In the early 1960s, after seeing several of 
her Letters to the Editor in the Yellow 
Springs News, then-editor Keith Howard per- 
suaded Mother to write a weekly column ar- 
ticulating a conservative viewpoint—a posi- 
tion that was certainly not then—and cer- 
tainly not now—especially popular here in 
Yellow Springs. She titled her column, ‘‘A 
View from the Right." 

In an October 21, 1964, column, she articu- 
lated her strong support for Barry Goldwater 
and conservative philosophy. She opened the 
column with this line, ‘‘If I were to give one, 
and only one, reason for voting for Barry 
Goldwater, it would be because of his firm 
stand against the frightening growth of the 
federal government, its power-grabbing pro- 
grams, and its insidious intrusion into vir- 
tually every phase of our lives." And that 
was back in 1964. 

Mother was such a bright, articulate, well- 
read, knowledgeable woman, with the most 
sophisticated and clever wry wit. Her amaz- 
ing, light-hearted rhyming poems always 
made you smile. Take this one, for instance, 
that ran in her column at Christmastime in 
the early 1960s. She titled it, Love One and 
All—Right, Center and Left!”’: 


"Twas the week before Christmas, and all 
through the town, ev'ry creature was 
stirring—both uptown and down. 

The stores were all fancied with tinsel and 
things, and somewhere a highly-fi'd 
caroler sings. 

While I at my battered old typewriter sit, 
my brain in a quandary, my brow 
tightly knit. 

I can't seem to think now on Cuba or Adlai, 
or the state of the world—either goodly 
or badly. 

I cudgel my brain for the newsworthy fellas, 
the Stevensons, Goldwaters, Khans, 
and Ben Bellas. 
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Not а thought do they bring to my brain sore 
and lame, tho' I whistled like crazy and 
called them by name: 

“Now Hoffa, now Bobby, 
Barry, 

On Jack and McMillan and 
Hairy." 

То the top of my head to the top of the page 

The gears in my brain simply will not en- 
gage. 

It's Christmas and I am opinion-bereft, and I 
love one and all—Right and Center and 
Left. 

So Ill leave you with this thought (at least 
for tonight), Merry Christmas—that’s 
all—from ‘‘A View from the Right." 

My mother was unique and extraordinary. 
She had many sides to her and many inter- 
ests. In her youth, she was a vibrant, strik- 
ingly beautiful woman. She and Aunt Judy 
were varsity cheerleaders at Bryan High 
School. She rode horses, and early in their 
marriage, Dad and Mother fished and 
camped, often taking Uncle Jerry and Aunt 
Mickey with them, and also camped with 
Aunt Judy and Uncle Leo. Later, Dad and 
Mother would stay out on their old house- 
boat on the Ohio River. 

Mother loved music. I can remember her 
playing the accordion when I was a kid. 
Mother always had an LP record playing— 
Nat King Cole, Frank Sinatra, Jo Stafford, 
the Kingston Trio. 

Mother could have been a professional 
writer. All of our kids got their ability to 
write from their grandmother (it skipped a 
generation). The kids didn’t inherit her 
abilities so much as they learned to write 
through Mother’s presence in their lives and 
by listening to her and how she chose her 
words in their conversations. She read pro- 
lifically herself, and loved to read books to 
our kids. 

My dad could talk to anyone, and that is 
because he had a genuine interest in people. 
He was naturally curious about them. It 
didn’t matter whom he was talking to, he 
wanted to know all about the person. How 
did you make a living? Where did you grow 
up? What about your family? Many times, I 
marveled that Dad knew more about my own 
friends than I did. That is because he asked 
them questions and talked to them and lis- 
tened. 

As our son, John, wrote to his grand- 
parents, 

You taught me how to treat people. Em- 
ployees, the guy at the paint shop, whoever— 
regardless of their social status, you treat 
everyone the same. And it is a good way to 
treat people. 

And that is part of what made Dad such a 
brilliant negotiator, trader, and investor. 
Like his parents before him, he built DeWine 
Seeds and the Ohio Twine Company on close 
personal relationships—whether they were 
with local farmers, seed dealers, elevator op- 
erators, or international businessmen. Dad 
took the business his parents were so suc- 
cessful at and took it to a new level. These 
relationships, which he maintained until his 
death, allowed him to keenly understand the 
markets and to gather information to make 
trades and deals across the country and 
around the world in places as different as 
Uruguay, Poland, and Ireland. 

Dad was a real dealmaker. Our oldest son, 
Patrick, put it best, “It didn't matter if he 
was buying a new lawnmower or selling seed 
in Europe, no one was better than Dick." 

Dad was always an optimist. He told me 
that he just couldn't wait to get up every 
morning. He loved life immensely. When my 
mother a few months ago expressed the hope 
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that they would leave this Earth together, 
he looked at her and allowed as how he was 
not about to leave anytime soon. 

At the end of each day, he looked forward 
to the next and to working on the list of 
things on his legal pad that he wanted to ac- 
complish. Dad never stopped working and 
never stopped looking ahead. In fact, in the 
last month of his life, after battling cancer 
for over 3 years, he still had his list. He went 
through his files and sent out old photos and 
newspaper clippings to friends. 

And, in those last days, Dad even bought а 
farm. 

Mother and Dad loved their home on their 
24 acres on Fairfield Pike. After they sold 
the seed business, my dad and mother would 
be found each day out in their office in the 
barn working. You would go out there, and 
there they would be—one at one desk and 
one at the other. 

They had purchased that property—which 
was part of Whitehall Farm—from Martha 
Rankin. Along with my grandfather, they re- 
built the dam that had been blown in 1912, 
and created a pond, which attracted count- 
less ducks and Canada Geese. They spent 
years converting a pasture field into a mo- 
saic of grape vines; berry thickets; vegetable 
and flower gardens; and fruit, nut, and state- 
ly trees, including sugar maples, spruce, red 
oak, hemlock and bald cypress. Dad grew 
many of the plants himself in the greenhouse 
he built with bricks from the old St. Brigid 
Church, which he, Mother, and some of the 
grandchildren gathered after the 1974 Xenia 
tornado. 

My parents were extraordinary grand- 
parents. They gave our children the best gift 
of all—and that was the gift of their time. 

Mama and Dick, as all my kids called 
them, were always involved in their lives. 
They put each of their eight grandchildren 
to work as they were growing up, teaching 
them how to weed; paint fences; prune trees; 
pick apples, cherries, and raspberries; and 
mow grass. My parents were both phe- 
nomenal teachers who taught their grand- 
children how to enjoy hard work and appre- 
ciate a job well done. 

All of our children have such fond memo- 
ries of Mama and Dick, whether the kids 
were working in the greenhouse; fishing in 
the pond; or picking fruit and berries on hot 
summer days. They can still smell the fire 
burning outside when they would help Mama 
and Dick make bean soup and maple syrup 
from their own trees. 

Dick would tell the kids fantastic stories 
about the Giant Mouse, who would fly him 
around the pond, and the leprechauns living 
under the trees. And Dick and Mama both 
played countless games of checkers with the 
kids. 

And then, there were the muddy feet that 
Mother tried so hard to keep off her floor. As 
She wrote in a limerick for her grand- 
children: 


To all grandkids great and small 
Muddy feet don't walk in the hall 

Take off your shoes and make it snappy 
If Mama's mad, nobody's happy 

Our daughter, Alice, remembers ‘‘picking 
berries and selling them at the Farmers Mar- 
ket" and *Mammas Crustless Sandwiches" 
(cut into fourths) and ‘‘Mama’s Fettuccini.’’ 
Our daughter, Anna, remembers painting 
Mama and Dick’s fence with her brother 
Mark and nephew Albert and ‘‘being covered 
head to toe in paint!" 

The kids also remember *'all of the fires 
Dick made in the fireplace—so comforting 
and always done just right." As our daugh- 
ter, Jill, recalled, ‘‘We could sit for hours al- 
ternating between warming our backs and 
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backing away for a few moments long 
enough to cool off enough, and then going 
back for more." 

There were also all the conversations that 
took place in the back of their car when 
Mama and Dick would take the kids to and 
from lunch on their work breaks. As our son 
Mark described, 


“The stories that I have heard there have 
always stuck close to me. They can be about 
my seven unique siblings, the way things 
used to be, or maybe even a lesson learned in 
grammar. The tales I hear, some are the 
same, and some are new. The old ones never 
lose their luster; because every time I hear 
them, they take on a new meaning. No radio 
could ever replace the great anecdotes I have 
listened to [in the back of that car]." 


One of our son Brian's favorite memories 
was when we were visiting Mama and Dick in 
Florida once and, as Brian says, 


“Му sister, Jill, threw me in the pool with 
all my clothes on (she still denies it!) For 
some reason, I think Dick thought I deserved 
it. Then Mama had to take me shopping to 
get new shoes so we could go out and to eat.” 


Our daughter, Becky, was also very close 
to Mama and Dick. They visited her when 
she was studying in Britain. They met Becky 
and her friend, Kim, in Cornwall. That trip 
always had special meaning for my parents. 

When I woke up this morning, I realized 
that I won't be able to go tell my mother and 
father about how our son Patrick was just 
elected Judge yesterday and how our daugh- 
ter Alice passed the Bar Ехат. . . . 

When I look back at my parents' lives, 
they have left a very tangible legacy. It is 
visible in the land—the trees and the flowers 
and the plants that they grew on their 24 
acres and the improvements they made to 
their farmland. 

But their more important legacy is their 
grandchildren. That is the lesson of my par- 
ents’ lives: There is no substitute for the 
time spent with family and with people. 

They were an integral part of our chil- 
dren's lives. They worked with our kids, 
talked with our kids, listened to our kids. It 
was а wonderful relationship and à wonderful 
gift that dramatically influenced each of 
them—in ways obvious and not so obvious— 
and will, in turn, influence each of their chil- 
dren. 

The last thing my father did before he died 
was have our son, John, order several bushels 
of flower bulbs. Up until the very end, Dad 
was planning for the future. He wanted the 
bulbs to be planted in his yard and in Aunt 
Judy’s yard and in our yard. His great-grand- 
children helped plant those bulbs just a week 
before his death. 

And when those flowers bloom next spring, 
we will think of Mama and Dick. 

For over 65 years, my parents loved each 
other and took care of each other. They had 
fun and loved their life together. They were 
quite a team. Mother always considered her- 
self ‘‘Dick’s straight man." And she was. 
They made us laugh. They made us smile. 

I would like to conclude by reading from 
one of Mother’s letters to Dad, as she waited 
for his return to Yellow Springs from World 
War II. This one was numbered 407. She 
wrote: 

I can have patience, though, in this matter 
[of your return], specially since, if the news 
is good, and I think it will be, I know what 
the outcome of it all will be—it'll be exactly 
what I’ve been, and of course, my darling, 
you, too, [have been] waiting for, for so 
damned long—the perfect set-up of Jeanie 
and Dick, together for ever and ever. 
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Remember that, ‘‘As long as you both shall 
live?" 

That's right, honey, that’s us 100%—and if 
nothing else, I'm sure of that. 


EEE 


NOMINATION OF NEIL BAROFSKY 


Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I am 
pleased to have supported the nomina- 
tion of Neil M. Barofsky to be the Spe- 
cial Inspector General for the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program, or TARP, at the 
Treasury Department. 

I have a great interest in the Special 
IG for the TARP. I raised the idea in 
the first place, the first weekend that 
we were examining the Treasury finan- 
cial bailout proposal. 

As many will remember, the Treas- 
ury’s original proposal for the TARP 
was three pages long. It gave the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury unlimited power 
over $700 billion. And it provided no 
oversight by anyone. 

The House and Senate spent 2 weeks 
hammering out a better bill. That bet- 
ter bill included strong oversight, and 
it included the office of a Special IG for 
the financial rescue program, as I pro- 
posed that first weekend. 

The size and complexity of this effort 
is unprecedented in recent memory. It 
is essential to have a team that focuses 
exclusively on the TARP program as 
managed by the Treasury Department, 
and it is essential for that team to re- 
port to Congress on the status of this 
new program. 

My proposal for a Special IG was 
based on the Iraqi Reconstruction Spe- 
cial Inspector General. That was an- 
other massive oversight challenge. As 
the Congress debated what to include 
in the rescue package, 33 Senators 
signed a letter to the congressional 
leadership endorsing the idea of a Spe- 
cial IG to oversee the troubled asset 
program. 

During the negotiations, the Treas- 
ury Department resisted. But then the 
administration and Congress agreed 
that the Special IG should be part of 
the final legislation. Congress passed 
it, and the President signed it into law. 

The law gives the Special IG a $50 
million budget. He will have the duties 
and responsibilities of inspectors gen- 
eral under the Inspector General Act of 
1978. He will have the power to super- 
vise and coordinate audits and inves- 
tigations of TARP activities. He will 
have the power to appoint staff to 
carry out the activities of the office. 
And he may enter into contracts for 
audits and studies. We expect a report 
to the Finance Committee every 120 
days on the activities of the TARP, and 
the law also directs the Special IG to 
report to Congress if information he re- 
quests is refused. 

I support the nomination of Mr. Neil 
Barofsky. I congratulate him for his 
willingness to serve his country. It is 
going to be a demanding job. For some 
time, he is going to be playing catchup. 
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I believe Mr. Barofsky’s experience as a 
prosecutor with the U.S. Attorney’s Of- 
fice in the Southern District of New 
York will serve him well in his new 
role as the Special IG. 

The financial rescue program is 
huge—$700 billion. The number and va- 
riety of financial institutions receiving 
money from Treasury is extensive. 
Tracking the path of the bailout dol- 
lars through these institutions is going 
to be a difficult task. 

The harsh reality is that almost half 
the $700 billion is already out the door 
of the TARP. The new Special IG will 
be looking back at Treasury’s use of 
about $290 billion dollars in 45 days. 

Anyone who has seen a number of the 
congressional hearings this week, in- 
cluding our Senate Finance Committee 
on November 17, knows there are a lot 
of questions about how the TARP is op- 
erating. 

We know that the Treasury Depart- 
ment has named Neel Kashkari, Assist- 
ant Secretary for International Eco- 
nomics, to head the financial rescue 
program. 

Treasury has decided to send $125 bil- 
lon to nine major banks, including 
Citigroup and JPMorgan Chase. An- 
other $125 billion will be allocated for 
thousands of small and midsized banks. 
The American International Group, or 
AIG, will receive around $40 billion of 
TARP funds in return for issuing pre- 
ferred shares to the Treasury Depart- 
ment. 

Secretary Paulson has also an- 
nounced a policy regarding preferred 
Shares and warrants for common stock. 
Standards for restrictions on executive 
compensation are being developed. 
Those include a clawback provision and 
a ban on golden parachutes during the 
period that Treasury holds equity 
issued through this program. 

Several senior posts have been filled. 
And the law firm Simpson Thacher & 
Bartlett has been selected as a legal 
adviser. 

Treasury has announced that the 
Bank of New York Mellon will serve as 
its custodian for the implementation of 
the Troubled Asset Relief Program, 
and PricewaterhouseCoopers and Ernst 
& Young have been hired to help with 
accounting and internal controls serv- 
ices. 

These decisions made by the Treas- 
ury Department are critically impor- 
tant to the financial rescue program. 
Yet the Treasury has made them all 
without any oversight by a Special IG. 

As for the use of the funds, the bot- 
tom line, frankly, is that the Secretary 
of Treasury told Congress and the 
American people that the Bush admin- 
istration needed $700 billion to pur- 
chase troubled assets. Yet last month, 
the Treasury Secretary announced 
that, in fact, there were no plans to 
purchase troubled assets. To say that 
this was a surprise is an understate- 
ment. Congress needs to find out why 
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the first plan was rejected and а new 
plan was developed. What is the theory 
behind the new plan for providing eq- 
uity to these financial establishments? 
What exactly are the agreements with 
the financial institutions who have re- 
ceived TARP funds? And what conflict 
of interest standards were followed? 
Once the Special IG is in place, we can 
start to answer some of these ques- 
tions. 

Half the money is gone. And it is way 
past the time when we should have had 
a Special Inspector General on the job 
overseeing the program. 

Iam pleased that the Senate has con- 
firmed Mr. Barofsky, and I look for- 
ward to helping him conduct aggressive 
oversight of the TARP program. 


PR 


IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 


Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, in mid- 
June, I asked Idahoans to share with 
me how high energy prices are affect- 
ing their lives, and they responded by 
the hundreds. The stories, numbering 
well over 1,200, are heartbreaking and 
touching. While energy prices have 
dropped in recent weeks, the concerns 
expressed remain very relevant. To re- 
Spect the efforts of those who took the 
opportunity to share their thoughts, I 
am submitting every e-mail sent to me 
through an address set up specifically 
for this purpose to the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. This is not an issue that will 
be easily resolved, but it is one that de- 
Serves immediate and serious atten- 
tion, and Idahoans deserve to be heard. 
Their stories not only detail their 
struggles to meet everyday expenses, 
but also have suggestions and rec- 
ommendations as to what Congress can 
do now to tackle this problem and find 
solutions that last beyond today. I ask 
unanimous consent to have today's let- 
ters printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

I am one of the owners of Doug Andrus Dis- 
tributing in Idaho Falls. We operate nearly 
270 trucks, hauling freight all over the 
United States. As you are probably aware, 
energy prices are taking quite a toll on 
trucking companies across the country. I 
have recently been made aware that nearly 
1,000 trucking companies have gone out of 
business in the 1st quarter of this year. The 
combination of high fuel prices and a slow 
economy has made the trucking business 
very difficult. Because of the slow economy 
there is too much supply in trucking making 
it difficult to pass on the increased costs pri- 
marily driven by fuel. 

In September of 2005, our company's fuel 
costs reached $1 million. Today they exceed 
$2 million on nearly the same amount of 
business. We are looking for every way we 
can find to get better fuel economy. Most re- 
cently we have slowed our truck speeds to 62 
MPH. While this should result in great fuel 
savings for our company, it potentially will 
reduce the total income of our drivers as 
they will struggle to drive the same number 
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of miles in the driving hours they are re- 
Stricted to. Drivers are paid per mile. There- 
fore the paychecks for 270 Idaho drivers will 
likely decrease while at the same time their 
cost of living is increasing due to increasing 
costs for fuel and food. 

We have got to realize in this country the 
Serious consequences of our energy policy. 
The highest priority must be to increase pro- 
duction of petroleum within our own bor- 
ders. We must open more areas to drilling 
and we must build more refineries. We must 
also renew efforts to develop nuclear energy 
to take some of the demand away from oil. 

I appreciate your concern for this issue. I 
watch closely the way you handle these 
issues and am very supportive of the posi- 
tions you have taken. I hope the high prices 
will encourage Americans to let their voices 
be heard so that Congress will make policy 
that will encourage activities to alleviate 
the pressures on energy prices. 

Respectfully, 
JASON, Idaho Falls. 

Keep up the great work, Senator, and let 
us decorate our beaches before the foreigners 
do. Besides, windmills and derricks are beau- 
tiful! 

MERLE. 

I am a single mother of two with one full- 
time job and one part-time job. Between the 
two jobs, I work approximately 56 hours a 
week. Because of the high gas prices, I will 
work my part time job longer than I had 
originally planned. We have cut back on gro- 
cery shopping, going out to eat, entertain- 
ment. We have a large video library and use 
that for entertainment. It is just too expen- 
sive to drive anywhere. I am scared what will 
happen once the gas prices reach an amount 
that will not allow me to drive anywhere. I 
cannot afford the prices right now and keep 
cutting back on spending on other important 
things like food and utilities. I feel poor and 
I am not. I wish the government would do 
what is right and protect American con- 
sumers at the pumps. 

NIKCOLE. 

First of all, allow me to thank you for not 
only listening to your constituents when we 
have contacted you in the past, but also for 
soliciting our opinions now when energy cri- 
ses face us. 

I have taught at a small school 38 miles 
south of where I live for the past seven 
years. I love where I teach and I love my stu- 
dents. However, this last month I have ap- 
plied for a job in my home town due to the 
doubling of gas prices. I have tried to con- 
vince my district to go to a four-day school 
week, like some surrounding districts have 
done, but they are not interested. Thus, as a 
commuter, I have made the tough decision of 
leaving the job I love simply because I can- 
not afford the gas bill. 

Five Priorities for Congress: 

1. Free America from foreign oil depend- 
ency. 

2. Stop tying America’s hands: loosen EPA 
regulations and government restrictions for 
drilling, building refineries, and bringing ex- 
isting refineries up to code. 

3. Allow responsible drilling for oil in 
ANWR and off the coast. Take advantage of 
the shale in the Rockies. 

4. Seek alternatives that do not harm 
Americans (i.e. corn for ethanol when we are 
facing food shortages across the globe). 

5. Explore nuclear and clean coal options. 

I personally believe the current energy cri- 
sis has been crafted and perpetrated by the 
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far left Eco-jihadists. They will promote 
their ‘‘green earth’’ agenda to the detriment 
of American interests and our entire econ- 
omy. When gas prices are high, people drive 
less, and thus Environmentalists are ec- 
static. The clearly Marxist overtones in all 
of this carbon footprint mumbo jumbo (cap & 
trade = the redistribution of wealth) is 
frightening only because Congress has begun 
to listen to these anti-capitalists and spon- 
sor/pass legislation reflecting their alliances. 
APRIL, Lewiston. 


In the past couple of months the gas prices 
have really affected me and everyone around 
me. My brothers took over my dad’s cabinet 
shop about a year ago and the economy has 
taken such a dive that they do not have any 
work and had to lay off my boyfriend. My 
boyfriend found another cabinet shop that 
was still busy, but within 2 months he was 
laid off again due to lack of work. We went 
another two months with only my part-time 
income before he was able to find work 
again. We cannot afford gas to get to work so 
we are riding our bikes to work. We have 
shut off our phones and are still struggling 
to pay for groceries, and are paying all of our 
bills late. We are racking up credit cards for 
groceries or gas when we have to. We used to 
be a very active couple that would go camp- 
ing, back-packing or mountain biking all 
over the western region, and now we only 
ride our bikes to work and are too tired to go 
on the trails after work. We only walk the 
dogs through the neighborhood instead of 
going up to the hills and letting them run 
and play and we are not able to go on any 
trips this summer. I know that there are lots 
of other people suffering more than we are, 
but not being able to live our normal lives is 
extremely hard and frustrating when we 
watch the gas companies getting richer as 
we are all suffering. 

Gas companies are reporting their highest 
profits while the economy is nearing a dan- 
gerous low; someone needs to step in and 
stop the gas companies. If they were smart, 
they would lower gas prices again so that 
more gas would be bought. People are not 
going on vacations or buying anything that 
is not necessary. If gas was affordable, we 
would be traveling every weekend, buying 
more groceries, and splurging on date nights 
or clothes that I do not have to get but just 
want. The more the money is returned into 
the economy, the more jobs are provided 
which, in turn, is more people with money 
who are able to spend more. The gas compa- 
nies may be too blinded by greed to realize 
that this all comes full circle to them be- 
cause the more products that are bought the 
more products are needed to be shipped 
across the country which takes gas to get to 
us either in a truck or a plane. At the rate 
that we are going, the lower and middle 
classes will end up in depression status, un- 
able to survive, and the rich will become the 
middle class and eventually end up with the 
rest of us because the economy depends on 
the lower and middle class to survive. The 
wealthy get their money from the spending 
habits of the lower classes and if there is no 
money, there is no spending and the econ- 
omy crashes. 

BRANDI. 


I have a different angle than most who will 
likely write to you with concerns about ris- 
ing gas prices. 

I work out of an office in my home, pro- 
viding customized training to clients around 
the world. Since I do not commute to/from 
work, you might think that I am not con- 
cerned about higher prices. However, even 
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though I do not drive my car much for work, 
the dramatic cost increase is affecting me 
and everybody else because virtually all of 
our day-to-day cost of living expenses are di- 
rectly tied to the cost of petroleum—many of 
them in multiple ways causing the increases 
to be multiplied. 

Because of the work that I do, primarily 
coaching technology commercialization pro- 
fessional, I am aware of so many energy-re- 
lated technologies that are being developed 
in the research laboratories across the U.S. 
and around the world. And many other coun- 
tries are taking а much more proactive 
stand to assist in bringing these exciting 
new innovations a state where they can be 
highly beneficial to all of us, save us a lot of 
money, and be helpful to the environment, 
etc. 

Each and every U.S. citizen—democrat, re- 
publican, white, black, Jew, Christian, Mus- 
lim, male, female, young, old—stands to ben- 
efit greatly by our government taking appro- 
priate measures to get the U.S. on a faster 
track to more effective energy production, 
distribution, and use. 

JOHN, Idaho Falls. 


I do not know that a single story can con- 
vey the frustration, anger, hardship and dis- 
appointment that I (and others) I talk to are 
experiencing as a result of the current state 
of the ‘‘energy economy”. It affects my fam- 
ily, my business, my customers, my employ- 
ees, my neighbors. Without being over melo- 
dramatic the effects are deadly. The most 
frustrating part is that many of us believe it 
is not only a self-inflicted wound, but that 
we continue to reload the weapon and offer- 
ing handing it over to others to shoot us as 
well. 

Cap and trade, gas tax holidays and wind- 
fall profit taxes are some of the most asinine 
ideas to come around the pike since James 
Earl Carter introduced us to malaise. There 
has to be someone who understands that a 
centralized economy does not work to allevi- 
ate market problems, but only makes them 
worse in the long haul. 

Please do your part to pass some sensible 
rules to protect the natural environment, es- 
tablish an economic environment that gives 
some certainty to the people and companies 
that will invest in identifying and producing 
market driven energy, and please, please do 
your part to get the Congress out of the way 
so Americans can do what Americans do 
best—solve the problem. 

Sending our capital to the Middle East to 
pay for energy that we have in abundance on 
the land and on the shelf does not speak well 
for our collective intelligence. 

Unleash the sleeping tiger of free-enter- 
prise. 

RON. 


Drilling for oil now is our only hope. It is 
out there; it is what we need; go get it! Iam 
encouraged this morning that John McCain 
wants to drill off shore again. All of the con- 
serving, all of the money being invested in 
testing new technologies is not going to cut 
it and it is no substitution for what we really 
need: OIL! Wind and electricity are not going 
to power my car or the many other things 
that need it. Depending on oil from the Mid- 
dle East is shameful. Please tell Congress to 
allow production in full force offshore Cali- 
fornia and in the Gulf, Alaska and in the 
mid-west now and start repairing the old re- 
fineries and building new ones. It needs to be 
on the fast track; in other words do not take 
years writing an environmental impact 
statement. It can be done safely and with 
minimum impact to the environment. 
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It is very sad that I am no longer able to 
travel to visit my 78-year-old Mom in north- 
ern Arizona, a trip I/we used to make twice 
a year. This is distancing families more than 
ever. I may never see my other family mem- 
bers in California or Minnesota again unless 
gas prices drop. I am a 56-year-old widow 
struggling to make ends meet. I have had to 
give up driving any long distances. I only 
drive for local errands. It is a struggle now 
to pay heat, electric and food bills and it will 
only get worse. But heck, my family and 
friends are in the same boat; they cannot af- 
ford to visit me either. 

I am sadly watching the elderly and dis- 
abled attempting to walk or ride bicycles to 
the grocery store that should not. I am see- 
ing empty shelves at the grocery stores and 
other merchants because the trucks have not 
come in or are not coming as often. This is 
nuts. 

My husband admired you; if he were here 
now, he would be the one who had a lot to 
say about the current situation America is 
in. You met him on a boat in Lake Coeur 
d'Alene quite awhile ago. He had much 
knowledge of our current situation as far 
back as the 1970s and predicted as did many 
others our current situation. He died of a 
brain tumor in 1999. His resume included 
work in Libya, Alaska, the Gulf, offshore 
Santa Barbara working for Baroid, and over 
30 years of government service with the U.S. 
Geological Survey and Bureau of Land Man- 
agement. 

CAROL, Moscow. 

In response to your energy prices email— 
the increase for gasoline has been tremen- 
dous for my husband and me. We both are 
senior citizens, but still have jobs and go to 
work every day. Bob is a realtor and spends 
$100 minimum per week. My cost is $50 plus, 
even though I do not use my vehicle for 
work. We live about 14 miles from our of- 
fices, and we do not have economy vehicles. 
We probably could not even sell our cars 
right now. I work on commission and my 
paycheck for last month was $256; that bare- 
ly covers the $200 plus for gasoline. Both of 
these businesses are down right now. 

We totally agree with your thinking on 
this—keep up the good work. Why cannot 
others get it?? 

CHERYL, Coeur d'Alene. 

Feeling the pinch is an understatement. I 
am very eco-friendly as much that can be af- 
forded; however, when you weigh in the costs 
for the current prices, it makes it close to 
impossible to save to afford to be more eco- 
friendly. Thus creating a further pinch on 
my way of life. We are setting back those in 
our economy and simply making it more dif- 
ficult to do business. From my aspect, I 
oversee four hotels in the area and not only 
is airline travel being down causing an issue 
to our hotels but the overall cost of oper- 
ations has risen. These operational costs 
have been from the increase in food cost 
many sur-charge related to fuel, to a higher 
rate of pay to incentive employees to drive 
that car to work every day, the list can go 
on. 

Personally, I am a single mother and all 
the costs of my child are that for me to pro- 
vide. The smallest incremental raise in cost 
creates stress in our way of life. We have to 
wage out some other wise ‘‘affordable’’ fun 
things to do if driving is (and as I love to see 
Idaho) involved. My gas costs have nearly 
doubled, food is costing more, and there are 
limited options other than facing these and 
dealing with them at face value. I would love 
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to see there be more alternate fuel options so 
that we are using only what is necessary 
when it comes to oil. 


Isupport anything you are doing that will 
make the world à more friendly environment 
and reusable environment; my greatest hope 
would be for this evolution to also allow 
more of my money to stay in my home. 

Shawna. 


Thank you for the opp. Our small business 
is fairly new, started in 2005, when we 
changed venue from a motel. It has never 
been à million dollar enterprise, but we did 
not expect that and did not need that; just 
hoped it was something we could hand to our 
kids when we retire. Every time the gas 
prices went up, business went down. Then 
the foreclosures started. Now many of our 
customers are gone. Some are even going 
back to California! We are now contem- 
plating bankruptcy. The energy costs are а 
large part of the reason why. We have a 
small second hand store where we also sell 
hand crafted furniture and our pottery. 
When someone comes into our store with а 
LIST! we know things are going down the 
tube. This is the kind of store people nor- 
mally spend time browsing in. Very few cus- 
tomers can afford to just shop anymore. 
They are struggling to buy gas to even go to 
town, and to buy groceries. I suggest an in- 
vestigation into hydrogen power. It was 
going well in 1978, then no more was heard 
about it. We are promoting it to anyone who 
will listen, and I am going to spend time in- 
vestigating; not just the feasibility of it, but 
the how. It is now a definite option. 


Thank you for listening, 
NANCY, Priest River. 


Ijust want to say that as a Disabled Amer- 
ican, I feel the pain!! My wife of many years 
works for the City of Boise while I am dis- 
abled and we are no longer moving forward. 
She works hard at the Water Treatment 
plant everyday and I battle my conditions 
equally hard and yet as I fight, the more it 
costs, electricity for my oxygen machine, co- 
payments to doctors offices, procedures, 
medications . . . etc. Now with this INFLA- 
TION hitting, we are feeling the effects of 
$4.00 gas, higher utilities cost across the 
board, food prices and on and on. 


See the thing is, we have been preparing 
for this for awhile now. Back in 2004 we trad- 
ed in our 1994 Ford Taurus SHO @ 16 MPG 
Premium Fuel for a 2004 Honda Civic Hybrid 
that has gotten us to а real 40 MPG regular 
fuel. About the same time we moved closer 
to Sandra's work to save on daily driving. 
We even went to riding trikes to the Phar- 
macy and the grocery store, and my wife ad- 
ditionally rides hers to work now a couple of 
times a week ог во... and yet we are using 
savings and have even cut back on putting 
funds that is matched by the City of Boise. 
We will be in trouble in а few years unless 
something changes. I do not know what our 
government is going to do, but I believe that 
if they gave some sort of incentive to buyers 
to get into hybrids as well as the new clean 
burning diesel ala Europe. We could improve 
the oil situation, we have cut our usage by 
more than you would believe. Drilling up 
north is happening next door in Canada, 
what is up with us? We need to be making 
changes that the rest of the plant sees. We 
could help the USD to bounce back some and 
that would help reduce the cost of gas. 

PETE. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 


125TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
FREDERICK NEWS-POST 


e Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor and congratulate the 
Frederick News-Post on its 125th anni- 
versary. On October 15, 1883, à printing 
company in Frederick, MD, published 
the first edition of The News, an 
evening newspaper that reported about 
local happenings. In 1916, this printing 
company purchased another local 
paper, the Frederick Post, which it 
continued to offer in the mornings. 
After almost a century of circulating 
these two editions, the company chose 
to merge the two papers in 2002 and 
offer just a morning paper that in- 
cluded not only great local news sto- 
ries but also important national cov- 
erage. 

The Frederick News-Post circulates 
over 11 million papers à year and em- 
ploys over 200 people. The company 
also includes FNP Printing & Pub- 
lishing, à commercial printing venture 
as well as an Internet division called 
FNP Interactive. The Frederick News- 
Post is à vital part of the Frederick 
community, and I am so proud that 
this Maryland newspaper has been suc- 
cessful for the past 125 years. I hope 
that it continues to bring the news to 
families around the State for 125 
more.e 


a 


MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 


Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
secretaries. 


a 


EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 


As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
from the President of the United 
States submitting sundry nominations 
which were referred to the appropriate 
committees. 

(The nominations received today are 
printed at the end of the Senate pro- 
ceedings.) 


Ee 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 


At 11:14 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an- 
nounced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 6859. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1501 South Slappey Boulevard in Albany, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Dr. Walter Carl Gordon, Jr. 
Post Office Building". 
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MEASURES PLACED ON THE 
CALENDAR 


'The following bills were read the sec- 
ond time, and placed on the calendar: 

H.R. 7005. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide alternative 
minimum tax relief for individuals for 2008. 

H.R. 7006. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide disaster as- 
sistance relief. 

H.R. 7060. An act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide incentives 
for energy production and conservation, to 
extend certain expiring provisions, to pro- 
vide individual income tax relief, and for 
other purposes. 


ee 


SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 


The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. VOINO- 
VICH, and Mr. CONRAD): 

S. Res. 724. A resolution expressing the 
sense of the Senate on the horrific terrorist 
attacks and siege in Mumbai, India, begin- 
ning on November 26, 2008, and concluding on 
November 29, 2008; considered and agreed to. 

By Mr. VITTER: 

S. Res. 725. A resolution acknowledging the 
accomplishments and goals of the Youth Im- 
pact Program; considered and agreed to. 

By Ms. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
SNOWE): 

S. Res. 726. A resolution designating De- 
cember 13, 2008, as ‘‘Wreaths Across America 
Day’’; considered and agreed to. 

By Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. 
MENENDEZ): 

S. Res. 727. A resolution honoring the vic- 
tims of the bombing of Pan Am flight 103 on 
the twentieth anniversary of the tragedy; 
considered and agreed to. 


— ÁN 


ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 


S. 3683 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as à cospon- 
Sor of S. 3683, à bill to amend the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act to 
require approval by the Congress for 
certain expenditures for the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program. 
S. 3697 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Wyoming 
(Mr. BARRASSO) was added as à cospon- 
sor of S. 3697, a bill to amend the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act to 
require approval by the Congress for 
certain expenditures for the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program. 
S. 3698 
At the request of Mrs. FEINSTEIN, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co- 
sponsor of S. 3698, a bill to prohibit any 
recipient of emergency Federal eco- 
nomic assistance from using such funds 
for lobbying expenditures or political 
contributions, to improve  trans- 
parency, enhance accountability, en- 
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courage responsible corporate govern- 
ance, and for other purposes. 


SUBMITED RESOLUTIONS 


SENATE RESOLUTION 124—EX- 
PRESSING THE SENSE OF THE 
SENATE ON THE HORRIFIC TER- 
RORIST ATTACKS AND SIEGE IN 
MUMBAI, INDIA, BEGINNING ON 
NOVEMBER 26, 2008, AND CON- 
CLUDING ON NOVEMBER 29, 2008 


Mr. CASEY (for himself, Mr. VOINO- 
VICH, and Mr. CONRAD) submitted the 
following resolution; which was consid- 
ered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 724 


Whereas, on the evening of November 26, 
2008, evidence strongly suggests that 10 ter- 
rorists came ashore into the city of Mumbai, 
India, from a hijacked fishing trawler in the 
Arabian Sea, and conducted coordinated at- 
tacks on major hotels, restaurants, hos- 
pitals, and transportation hubs, and a reli- 
gious center; 

Whereas the attackers entered into а 
standoff with security forces of the Govern- 
ment of India over the next 60 hours at а 
number of sites, deliberately holding many 
hostages while trapping other innocent vic- 
tims with no means of escape; 

Whereas authorities of the Government of 
India brought the horrific three-day siege of 
Mumbai to à close on the morning of Novem- 
ber 29, 2008; 

Whereas the final death toll from the siege 
exceeded 170 victims, with hundreds more in- 
jured; 

Whereas those murdered include citizens of 
India as well as 22 foreigners from 11 dif- 
ferent countries, including the following six 
United States citizens:  Aryeh  Leibish 
Teitelbaum, Rabbi Gavriel Noah Holtzberg, 
Ben Zion Chroman, Sandeep Jeswani, Alan 
Michael Scherr, and Naomi Leia Scherr. 

Whereas the terrorists who attacked 
Mumbai attacked a symbol of religious plu- 
ralism and outreach, a Jewish outreach cen- 
ter at the Nariman House, murdering six 
residents of the Nariman House, including 
Rabbi Holtzberg and his five-month pregnant 
wife, Rivka, orphaning their two-year old 
son, Moshe, who was heroically rescued by 
his Indian nanny, Sandra Samuel; 

Whereas nine of the attackers were found 
dead at various sites where they were en- 
gaged in a standoff with authorities of the 
Government of India, with only one sur- 
viving attacker taken into custody; 

Whereas evidence collected to date sug- 
gests the involvement of an Islamic militant 
group, Lashkar-e-Taiba, that has ties to al 
Qaeda and operates out of Pakistan; 

Whereas India has endured a series of dev- 
astating terrorist attacks in recent years, 
suffering 3,674 deaths from terrorist attacks 
in a recent three-year period; and 

Whereas India, the world’s largest democ- 
racy, is a strategic partner of the United 
States, and this bilateral relationship is 
built on common values and unity against 
extremism: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) affirms that the people of the United 
States stand in unison with the people of 
India in the aftermath of these horrific ter- 
rorist attacks; 

(2) condemns strongly the atrocities per- 
petrated against the people of Mumbai, con- 
veys its deepest condolences to the families 
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and loved ones of those killed, and expresses 
its wishes for the speedy recovery of the hun- 
dreds of people injured in these senseless at- 
tacks; 

(3) notes that these attacks did not only 
target citizens of India, but represented a 
collective assault against the international 
community, with 22 foreigners, including six 
Americans, among those murdered; 

(4) noting that President Bush has offered 
United States Government assistance, en- 
courages the Government of India to conduct 
a comprehensive investigation into the at- 
tacks and applauds the tone of moderation 
and restraint exhibited by the Government 
of India to date in reaction to these horrific 
attacks; 

(5) urges the Government of Pakistan to 
investigate aggressively the possible connec- 
tion of groups based in Pakistan, including 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba, to the Mumbai attacks 
and take definitive action to apprehend and 
detain suspects, and is thus encouraged by 
the raid on an apparent militant camp on 
December 7, 2008, and the arrest of key sus- 
pects; 

(6) calls upon the Government of Pakistan 
to take all necessary steps to root out all ex- 
tremist groups operating on its territory, 
halt attacks aimed at Pakistan and any 
other countries, and ensure that no elements 
of the Government support such groups; 

(7) strongly encourages President-elect 
Obama to consider ways in which the United 
States Government can bolster counter-ter- 
rorism cooperation with the Government of 
India to ensure that authorities in that 
country possess all the requisite equipment 
and training needed to prevent and respond 
to future terrorist attacks; and 

(8) urges bolstered United States efforts to 
develop and implement policies and projects 
to combat all forms of religious extremism, 
including anti-Semitism, in order to deter 
the type of targeted attacks like that waged 
against the Chabad Lubavitch center in 
Mumbai. 


Ыы 
SENATE RESOLUTION 725—AC- 
KNOWLEDGING THE ACCOM- 


PLISHMENTS AND GOALS OF 
THE YOUTH IMPACT PROGRAM 


Mr. VITTER submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. REs. 725 


Whereas many at-risk young men in the 
inner cities of the United States face a chal- 
lenging and uncertain future; 

Whereas the future success of at-risk 
young men can be greatly enhanced through 
sustained mentorship; 

Whereas effective working partnerships be- 
tween and within the public and private sec- 
tors can have a lasting and positive impact 
on the future of at-risk young men; 

Whereas participation in organized sports 
has provided a creative and disciplined out- 
let and a path to a better life for many at- 
risk young men; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program com- 
bines the disciplines of football, mentoring, 
and academics in partnerships between local 
National Football League franchises and uni- 
versities to promote discipline, learning, and 
positive values; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program is а 
community-based program that has proven 
its value over the past 2 years in raising the 
outlook and aspirations of at-risk young 
men and has provided at-risk young men 
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greater exposure to academics, core values, 
and life skills; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program pro- 
vides year-round mentoring to its partici- 
pants, a proven formula for building success; 

Whereas the National Football League, the 
National Football League Players Associa- 
tion, the University of Southern California, 
and Tulane University have provided critical 
support to the Youth Impact Program; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program will be 
expanded to 3 additional cities in partnership 
with local National Football League fran- 
chises and universities; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program seeks 
to establish a presence in each city with a 
local National Football League franchise; 
and 

Whereas under the vision and leadership of 
Mr. Riki Ellison, the founder of the Youth 
Impact Program, a 10-year veteran of the Na- 
tional Football League, a 3-time Super Bowl 
champion, and a University of Southern 
California alumnus, the Youth Impact Pro- 
gram has expanded from a regional program 
to a program with a growing national pres- 
ence: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) recognizes the ongoing and significant 
contributions of those organizations that 
support the Youth Impact Program; and 

(2) encourages the expansion of the Youth 
Impact Program to inner cities across the 
United States. 


e 


SENATE RESOLUTION 726—DESIG- 
NATING DECEMBER 13, 2008, AS 
"WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA 
DAY" 


MS. COLLINS (for herself and Ms. 
SNOWE) submitted the following resolu- 
tion; which was considered and agreed 
to: 


S. RES. 726 


Whereas, more than 15 years ago, the 
Wreaths Across America project began the 
tradition of donating, transporting, and plac- 
ing Maine balsam fir holiday wreaths on the 
graves of the fallen heroes at Arlington Na- 
tional Cemetery each December; 

Whereas, since that tradition began, 
through the hard work and generosity of the 
people involved in the Wreaths Across Amer- 
ica project, hundreds of thousands of wreaths 
have been sent to more than 200 national 
cemeteries and veterans' memorials in all 50 
states; 

Whereas, in December 2008, the Patriot 
Guard Riders, а motorcycle and motor vehi- 
cle group dedicated to patriotic events, with 
more than 65,000 members nationally, will 
continue their tradition of escorting a trac- 
tor-trailer full of donated wreaths from Har- 
rington, Maine to Arlington National Ceme- 
tery; 

Whereas hundreds of volunteers participate 
in the escort each December; and 

Whereas Wreaths Across America will con- 
tinue this proud legacy on December 18, 2008: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates December 13, 
“Wreaths Across America рау”; 

(2) honors the Wreaths Across America 
project, the Patriot Guard Riders, and all 
other volunteers and donators involved in 
this worthy tradition; and 

(3) recognizes the sacrifices our veterans 
and service members and their families have 
made, and continue to make, for our great 
Nation. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION  727—HON- 
ORING THE VICTIMS OF THE 
BOMBING OF PAN AM FLIGHT 103 
ON THE TWENTIETH ANNIVER- 
SARY OF THE TRAGEDY 


Mrs. CLINTON (for herself, Mr. LAU- 
TENBERG. Mr. SCHUMER, and Mr. 
MENENDEZ) submitted the following 
resolution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 727 

Whereas, on December 21, 1988, 259 pas- 
sengers and crew members on board Pan 
American Airways flight 103, and 11 people 
on the ground in Lockerbie, Scotland, were 
killed by a terrorist’s bomb; 

Whereas 189 people of the United States 
and nationals from 20 other countries were 
victims of this heinous attack; 

Whereas the families and friends of the vic- 
tims of this tragedy have suffered immeas- 
urable losses; 

Whereas people around the world actively 
have worked to diminish the possibility of 
future terrorist attacks; 

Whereas, in 2003, Libya accepted responsi- 
bility for Libyan officials’ involvement in 
the bombing of Pan Am flight 103, denounced 
terrorism, and vowed to abandon its weapons 
program; 

Whereas, on October 31, 2008, almost 20 
years after the terrorist attack, Libya com- 
pleted delivery of long-awaited compensa- 
tion to the families of the victims of the 
bombing of Pan Am flight 103; and 

Whereas nothing can replace the loved 
ones lost in the attack, and the United 
States must never forget the victims of this 
crime: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates December 21, 2008, as *"T'wen- 
tieth Anniversary of Remembrance for the 
Victims of the Bombing of Pan Am Flight 
103 Day"; and 

(2) conveys the most sincere condolences to 
the families, friends, and communities of the 
victims of the attack on Flight 103. 


ee — 


DRIVE SAFER SUNDAY 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the Judiciary Com- 
mittee be discharged from further con- 
sideration of S. Res. 718 and the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider- 
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

А resolution (S. Res. 718) designating No- 
vember 30, 2008, as ‘‘Drive Safer Sunday." 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and the motion 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. RES. 718 

Whereas motor vehicle travel is the pri- 
mary means of transportation in the United 
States; 
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Whereas everyone driving on the roads and 
highways needs to do so more safely to re- 
duce deaths and injuries resulting from 
motor vehicle accidents; 

Whereas, according to the National High- 
way Traffic Safety Administration, wearing 
a seat belt saved 15,434 lives in 2004, 15,632 
lives in 2005, and 15,383 lives in 2006; 

Whereas Secretary of Transportation Mary 
Peters has urged all people of the United 
States to understand the life-saving impor- 
tance of wearing a seat belt and has encour- 
aged motorists to drive safely, not just dur- 
ing the holiday season, but each time they 
get behind the wheel; and 

Whereas the Sunday after Thanksgiving is 
the busiest highway traffic day of the year: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) encourages— 

(A) high schools, colleges, universities, ad- 
ministrators, teachers, primary schools, and 
secondary schools to launch campus-wide 
educational campaigns to urge students to 
drive safely; 

(B) national trucking firms to alert truck 
drivers to focus on driving safely on the Sun- 
day after Thanksgiving, and to publicize the 
importance of the day using Citizen's Band 
(“СВ”) radios and truck stops across the 
United States; 

(С) clergy to remind members to travel 
safely en route to religious services and 
gatherings; 

(D) law enforcement personnel to remind 
drivers and passengers to drive safely on the 
Sunday after Thanksgiving; and 

(E) all people of the United States to use 
the Sunday after Thanksgiving as an oppor- 
tunity to educate themselves about highway 
safety; and 

(2) designates November 30, 2008, as ‘‘Drive 
Safer Sunday". 


——— e — 


PANCREATIC CANCER AWARENESS 
MONTH 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the HELP Com- 
mittee be discharged from further con- 
Sideration of S. Res. 720 and the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider- 
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 720) supporting the 
goals and ideals of Pancreatic Cancer Aware- 
ness Month. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, and the motions 
to reconsider be laid upon the table. 

The resolution (S. Res. 720) was 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. RES. 720 

Whereas approximately 37,680 people will 
be diagnosed with pancreatic cancer this 
year in the United States; 

Whereas pancreatic cancer is the 4th most 
common cause of cancer death in the United 
States; 

Whereas Randolph (‘‘Randy’’) Frederick 
Pausch, who was diagnosed with pancreatic 
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cancer in 2006, delivered his ‘‘Last Lecture" 
on September 18, 2007, which gave a voice to 
victims of pancreatic cancer, and inspired 
people to live life to the fullest; 

Whereas the lecture by and advocacy of 
Randy Pausch have brought, and will con- 
tinue to bring, renewed advocacy and com- 
mitment to the field of pancreatic cancer re- 
search and treatment; 

Whereas the lecture by and advocacy of 
Randy Pausch have touched countless people 
throughout the United States and the world 
and encouraged them to change their lives 
for the better; 

Whereas 75 percent of pancreatic cancer 
patients die within the first year of their di- 
agnosis and only 5 percent survive more than 
5 years, making pancreatic cancer the dead- 
liest of any cancer; 

Whereas there has been no significant im- 
provement in survival rates in the last 30 
years and pancreatic cancer research is still 
in the earliest scientific stages; 

Whereas there are no early detection meth- 
ods and minimal treatment options for pan- 
creatic cancer; 

Whereas when symptoms of pancreatic 
cancer present themselves, it is generally 
too late for an optimistic prognosis, and the 
average survival rate of those diagnosed with 
metastasis of the disease is only 8 to 6 
months; 

Whereas the incidence rate of pancreatic 
cancer is 40 to 50 percent higher in African- 
Americans than in other ethnic groups; and 

Whereas it would be appropriate to observe 
November as Pancreatic Cancer Awareness 
Month to educate communities across the 
Nation about pancreatic cancer and the need 
for research funding, early detection meth- 
ods, effective treatments, and treatment pro- 
grams: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate supports the 
goals and ideals of Pancreatic Cancer Aware- 
ness Month. 


EE 
NATIONAL AMERICAN INDIAN AND 
ALASKA NATIVE HERITAGE 
MONTH 


Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the Indian Affairs Committee be 
discharged from further consideration 
of S. Res. 719 and the Senate proceed to 
its consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 719) recognizing Na- 
tional American Indian and Alaska Native 
Heritage Month and celebrating the heritage 
and culture of American Indians and Alaska 
Natives and the contributions of American 
Indians and Alaska Natives to the United 
States. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, there 
be no intervening action or debate, and 
any statements related to the resolu- 
tion be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 
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The preamble was agreed to. 
The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 
S. REs. 719 


Whereas from November 1, 2008, through 
November 30, 2008, the United States cele- 
brates National American Indian and Alaska 
Native Heritage Month; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives are descendants of the original, indige- 
nous inhabitants of what is now the United 
States; 

Whereas, in 2000, the United States Census 
Bureau reported that there were more than 
4,000,000 people in the United States of Amer- 
ican Indian and Alaska Native descent; 

Whereas, on December 2, 1989, the Com- 
mittee on Indian Affairs of the Senate held a 
hearing exploring the contributions of the Ir- 
oquois Confederacy, and its influence on the 
Founding Fathers in the drafting of the Con- 
stitution of the United States with the con- 
cepts of freedom of speech, the separation of 
governmental powers, and checks and bal- 
ances among the branches of government; 

Whereas the Senate has reaffirmed that a 
major national goal of the United States is 
to provide the resources, processes, and 
structure that will enable Indian Tribes and 
tribal members to obtain the quantity and 
quality of health care services and opportu- 
nities that will eliminate the health dispari- 
ties between American Indians and the gen- 
eral population of the United States; 

Whereas Congress recently reaffirmed its 
trust responsibility to improve the housing 
conditions and socioeconomic status of 
American Indians and Alaska Natives by 
providing affordable homes in a safe and 
healthy environment; 

Whereas, throughout its course of dealing 
with Indian Tribes, the United States Gov- 
ernment has engaged in a government-to- 
government relationship with Tribes; 

Whereas the United States Government 
owes a trust obligation to Tribes, acknowl- 
edged in treaties, statutes, and decisions of 
the Supreme Court, to protect the interests 
and welfare of tribal governments and their 
members; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives have consistently served with honor 
and distinction in the Armed Forces of the 
United States, some as early as the Revolu- 
tionary War, and continue to serve in the 
Armed Forces in greater numbers per capita 
than any other group in the United States; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives speak and preserve indigenous lan- 
guages and have contributed hundreds of 
words to the English language, including the 
names of people and locations in the United 
States; 

Whereas Congress has recognized Native 
American code talkers who served with 
honor and distinction in World War I and 
World War II, using indigenous languages as 
an unbreakable military code, saving count- 
less American lives; 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives are deeply rooted in tradition and cul- 
ture, which drives their strength of commu- 
nity; and 

Whereas American Indians and Alaska Na- 
tives of all ages celebrate the great achieve- 
ments of their ancestors and heroes and con- 
tinue to share their stories with future gen- 
erations: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) recognizes the celebration of National 
American Indian and Alaska Native Heritage 
Month during the month of November 2008; 

(2) honors the heritage and culture of 
American Indians and Alaska Natives and 
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the contributions of American Indians and 
Alaska Natives to the United States; and 

(3) urges the people of the United States to 
observe National American Indian and Alas- 
ka Native Heritage Month with appropriate 
programs and activities. 


EEE 
REGARDING HORRIFIC TERRORIST 
ATTACKS AND SIEGE IN 


MUMBAI, INDIA 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to S. Res. 724 submitted earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 724) expressing the 
sense of the Senate on the horrific terrorist 
attacks and siege in Mumbai, India, begin- 
ning on November 26, 2008, and concluding on 
November 29, 2008. 


There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that the resolution be agreed to, the 
preamble be agreed to, the motions to 
reconsider be laid on the table, that 
there be no intervening action or de- 
bate, and any statements related to 
this matter be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. REs. 724 


Whereas, on the evening of November 26, 
2008, evidence strongly suggests that 10 ter- 
rorists came ashore into the city of Mumbai, 
India, from a hijacked fishing trawler in the 
Arabian Sea, and conducted coordinated at- 
tacks on major hotels, restaurants, hos- 
pitals, and transportation hubs, and a reli- 
gious center; 

Whereas the attackers entered into a 
standoff with security forces of the Govern- 
ment of India over the next 60 hours at a 
number of sites, deliberately holding many 
hostages while trapping other innocent vic- 
tims with no means of escape; 

Whereas authorities of the Government of 
India brought the horrific three-day siege of 
Mumbai to a close on the morning of Novem- 
ber 29, 2008; 

Whereas the final death toll from the siege 
exceeded 170 victims, with hundreds more in- 
jured; 

Whereas those murdered include citizens of 
India as well as 22 foreigners from 11 dif- 
ferent countries, including the following six 
United States citizens: Aryeh Leibish 
Teitelbaum, Rabbi Gavriel Noah Holtzberg, 
Ben Zion Chroman, Sandeep Jeswani, Alan 
Michael Scherr, and Naomi Leia Scherr. 

Whereas the terrorists who attacked 
Mumbai attacked a symbol of religious plu- 
ralism and outreach, a Jewish outreach cen- 
ter at the Nariman House, murdering six 
residents of the Nariman House, including 
Rabbi Holtzberg and his five-month pregnant 
wife, Rivka, orphaning their two-year old 
son, Moshe, who was heroically rescued by 
his Indian nanny, Sandra Samuel; 

Whereas nine of the attackers were found 
dead at various sites where they were en- 
gaged in a standoff with authorities of the 
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Government of India, with only one sur- 
viving attacker taken into custody; 

Whereas evidence collected to date sug- 
gests the involvement of an Islamic militant 
group, Lashkar-e-Taiba, that has ties to al 
Qaeda and operates out of Pakistan; 

Whereas India has endured a series of dev- 
astating terrorist attacks in recent years, 
suffering 3,674 deaths from terrorist attacks 
in a recent three-year period; and 

Whereas India, the world’s largest democ- 
racy, is a strategic partner of the United 
States, and this bilateral relationship is 
built on common values and unity against 
extremism: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) affirms that the people of the United 
States stand in unison with the people of 
India in the aftermath of these horrific ter- 
rorist attacks; 

(2) condemns strongly the atrocities per- 
petrated against the people of Mumbai, con- 
veys its deepest condolences to the families 
and loved ones of those killed, and expresses 
its wishes for the speedy recovery of the hun- 
dreds of people injured in these senseless at- 
tacks; 

(3) notes that these attacks did not only 
target citizens of India, but represented a 
collective assault against the international 
community, with 22 foreigners, including six 
Americans, among those murdered; 

(4) noting that President Bush has offered 
United States Government assistance, en- 
courages the Government of India to conduct 
a comprehensive investigation into the at- 
tacks and applauds the tone of moderation 
and restraint exhibited by the Government 
of India to date in reaction to these horrific 
attacks; 

(5) urges the Government of Pakistan to 
investigate aggressively the possible connec- 
tion of groups based in Pakistan, including 
the Lashkar-e-Taiba, to the Mumbai attacks 
and take definitive action to apprehend and 
detain suspects, and is thus encouraged by 
the raid on an apparent militant camp on 
December 7, 2008, and the arrest of key sus- 
pects; 

(6) calls upon the Government of Pakistan 
to take all necessary steps to root out all ex- 
tremist groups operating on its territory, 
halt attacks aimed at Pakistan and any 
other countries, and ensure that no elements 
of the Government support such groups; 

(7) strongly encourages President-elect 
Obama to consider ways in which the United 
States Government can bolster counter-ter- 
rorism cooperation with the Government of 
India to ensure that authorities in that 
country possess all the requisite equipment 
and training needed to prevent and respond 
to future terrorist attacks; and 

(8) urges bolstered United States efforts to 
develop and implement policies and projects 
to combat all forms of religious extremism, 
including anti-Semitism, in order to deter 
the type of targeted attacks like that waged 
against the Chabad Lubavitch center in 
Mumbai. 


EEE 


ACKNOWLEDGING THE ACCOM- 
PLISHMENTS AND GOALS OF 
THE YOUTH IMPACT PROGRAM 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
725. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
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A resolution (S. Res. 725) acknowledging 
the accomplishments and goals of the Youth 
Impact Program. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. RES. 725 


Whereas many at-risk young men in the 
inner cities of the United States face a chal- 
lenging and uncertain future; 

Whereas the future success of at-risk 
young men can be greatly enhanced through 
sustained mentorship; 

Whereas effective working partnerships be- 
tween and within the public and private sec- 
tors can have a lasting and positive impact 
on the future of at-risk young men; 

Whereas participation in organized sports 
has provided a creative and disciplined out- 
let and a path to a better life for many at- 
risk young men; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program com- 
bines the disciplines of football, mentoring, 
and academics in partnerships between local 
National Football League franchises and uni- 
versities to promote discipline, learning, and 
positive values; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program is a 
community-based program that has proven 
its value over the past 2 years in raising the 
outlook and aspirations of at-risk young 
men and has provided at-risk young men 
greater exposure to academics, core values, 
and life skills; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program pro- 
vides year-round mentoring to its partici- 
pants, a proven formula for building success; 

Whereas the National Football League, the 
National Football League Players Associa- 
tion, the University of Southern California, 
and Tulane University have provided critical 
support to the Youth Impact Program; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program will be 
expanded to 3 additional cities in partnership 
with local National Football League fran- 
chises and universities; 

Whereas the Youth Impact Program seeks 
to establish a presence in each city with a 
local National Football League franchise; 
and 

Whereas under the vision and leadership of 
Mr. Riki Ellison, the founder of the Youth 
Impact Program, a 10-year veteran of the Na- 
tional Football League, a 3-time Super Bowl 
champion, and a University of Southern 
California alumnus, the Youth Impact Pro- 
gram has expanded from a regional program 
to a program with a growing national pres- 
ence: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) recognizes the ongoing and significant 
contributions of those organizations that 
support the Youth Impact Program; and 

(2) encourages the expansion of the Youth 
Impact Program to inner cities across the 
United States. 
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WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA DAY 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the Senate now 
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proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
726. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 


A resolution (S. Res. 726) designating De- 
cember 13, 2008, as ‘‘Wreaths Across America 
Day." 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 


S. RES. 726 


Whereas, more than 15 years ago, the 
Wreaths Across America project began the 
tradition of donating, transporting, and plac- 
ing Maine balsam fir holiday wreaths on the 
graves of the fallen heroes at Arlington Na- 
tional Cemetery each December; 

Whereas, since that tradition began, 
through the hard work and generosity of the 
people involved in the Wreaths Across Amer- 
ica project, hundreds of thousands of wreaths 
have been sent to more than 200 national 
cemeteries and veterans’ memorials in all 50 
states; 

Whereas, in December 2008, the Patriot 
Guard Riders, a motorcycle and motor vehi- 
cle group dedicated to patriotic events, with 
more than 65,000 members nationally, will 
continue their tradition of escorting a trac- 
tor-trailer full of donated wreaths from Har- 
rington, Maine to Arlington National Ceme- 
tery; 

Whereas hundreds of volunteers participate 
in the escort each December; and 

Whereas Wreaths Across America will con- 
tinue this proud legacy on December 13, 2008: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates December 13, 
“Wreaths Across America рау”; 

(2) honors the Wreaths Across America 
project, the Patriot Guard Riders, and all 
other volunteers and donators involved in 
this worthy tradition; and 

(8) recognizes the sacrifices our veterans 
and service members and their families have 
made, and continue to make, for our great 
Nation. 
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HONORING THE VICTIMS OF THE 
BOMBING OF PAN AM FLIGHT 103 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the Senate now 
proceed to the consideration of S. Res. 
727. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 727) honoring the vic- 
tims of the bombing of Pan Am flight 103 on 
the twentieth anniversary of the tragedy. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 
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Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the resolution be 
agreed to, the preamble be agreed to, 
and the motions to reconsider be laid 
upon the table, that there be no inter- 
vening action or debate, and any state- 
ments relating to the resolution be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 

S. REs. 727 


Whereas, on December 21, 1988, 259 pas- 
sengers and crew members on board Pan 
American Airways flight 103, and 11 people 
on the ground in Lockerbie, Scotland, were 
killed by a terrorist’s bomb; 

Whereas 189 people of the United States 
and nationals from 20 other countries were 
victims of this heinous attack; 

Whereas the families and friends of the vic- 
tims of this tragedy have suffered immeas- 
urable losses; 

Whereas people around the world actively 
have worked to diminish the possibility of 
future terrorist attacks; 

Whereas, in 2003, Libya accepted responsi- 
bility for Libyan officials’ involvement in 
the bombing of Pan Am flight 103, denounced 
terrorism, and vowed to abandon its weapons 
program; 

Whereas, on October 31, 2008, almost 20 
years after the terrorist attack, Libya com- 
pleted delivery of long-awaited compensa- 
tion to the families of the victims of the 
bombing of Pan Am flight 103; and 

Whereas nothing can replace the loved 
ones lost in the attack, and the United 
States must never forget the victims of this 
crime: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates December 21, 2008, as ‘‘T'wen- 
tieth Anniversary of Remembrance for the 
Victims of the Bombing of Pan Am Flight 
103 Day"; and 

(2) conveys the most sincere condolences to 
the families, friends, and communities of the 
victims of the attack on Flight 108. 


E 


EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the Senate proceed 
to executive session to consider Cal- 
endar No. 815; that the nomination be 
confirmed and the motion to reconsider 
be laid upon the table; that no further 
motions be in order; and any state- 
ments relating to the nomination be 
printed in the RECORD; that the Presi- 
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate's action; and the Senate then 
return to legislative session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The nomination considered and con- 
firmed is as follows: 

IN THE AIR FORCE 
The following named Air National Guard of 
the United States officer for appointment as 
the Director, Air National Guard and for ap- 
pointment to the grade indicated in the Re- 
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serve of the Air Force under title 10, U.S.C., 
Sections 601 and 10506: 

To be lieutenant general 
Maj. Gen. Harry M. Wyatt, III 


— сс — 


LEGISLATIVE SESSION 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ate will now return to legislative ses- 
sion. 


EE 


ORDERS FOR WEDNESDAY, 
DECEMBER 10, 2008 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that when the Senate 
completes its business today, it stand 
adjourned until 10:30 a.m., on Wednes- 
day, December 10; that following the 
prayer and pledge, the Journal of pro- 
ceedings be approved to date, the 
morning hour be deemed expired, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and that 
there then be a period for the trans- 
action of morning business for up to 1 
hour, with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each, and that the 
Senate then resume consideration of 
the motion to proceed to S. 3297. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 


ADJOURNMENT UNTIL 10:30 A.M. 
TOMORROW 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, if there is 
no further business to come before the 
Senate, I ask unanimous consent that 
it stand adjourned until 10:30 a.m. to- 
morrow under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:30 p.m., adjourned until Wednes- 
day, December 10, 2008, at 10:30 a.m. 


—— ————_ 


NOMINATIONS 


Executive nominations received by 
the Senate: 


FOREIGN SERVICE 


THE FOLLOWING-NAMED PERSONS OF THE AGENCIES 
INDICATED FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OF- 
FICERS OF THE CLASSES STATED. 

FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER OF 
CLASS TWO, CONSULAR OFFICER AND SECRETARY IN 
THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA: 


AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


LASZLO F. SAGI, OF VIRGINIA 
DAVID A. THOMANEK, OF VIRGINIA 


FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER OF 
CLASS THREE, CONSULAR OFFICER AND SECRETARY IN 
THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA: 


AGENCY FOR INTERNATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


STEVEN BRADLEY BENNETT, JR., OF VIRGINIA 
ANDY D. NGUYEN, OF VIRGINIA 
FATMA A. ROSE, OF ARIZONA 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


JOHN F. CORONADO, OF CALIFORNIA 

JAMES S. CRAMER, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
ROBERT W. DUNN, OF VIRGINIA 

BRENT E. OMDAHL, OF TEXAS 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


ALFREDO DAVID BARELA, OF TEXAS 
JEHAN SADIA JONES, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
CATHERINE HENDERSON SCHWEITZER, OF VIRGINIA 


FOR APPOINTMENT AS FOREIGN SERVICE OFFICER OF 
CLASS FOUR, CONSULAR OFFICER AND SECRETARY IN 
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THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA: 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


GREGORY HARRIS, OF WASHINGTON 

AARON M. HELD, OF CALIFORNIA 

FRANKLIN D. JOSEPH, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
DAO M. LE, OF CALIFORNIA 

DINAH M. MCDOUGALL, OF TEXAS 

MARK C. O'GRADY, OF MARYLAND 

JANEE PIERRE-LOUIS, OF FLORIDA 

ELIZABETH M. SHIEH, OF NEW YORK 

WILLIAM P. THORN, JR., OF PENNSYLVANIA 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


AMY MARIE MOSER, OF MISSOURI 
SADIE MARIE OKOKO, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


THE FOLLOWING-NAMED MEMBERS OF THE FOREIGN 
SERVICE TO BE CONSULAR OFFICERS AND SECRETARIES 
IN THE DIPLOMATIC SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA: 


DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 


BRIAN W. CARR, OF VIRGINIA 
LAWRENCE D. CORNMAN, OF MARYLAND 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


KATHRINE L. ALDERMAN, OF VIRGINIA 

BOOYEON LEE ALLEN, OF CALIFORNIA 

CLAY C. ALLEN, OF MASSACHUSETTS 

SHANE MICHAEL ANDERSEN, OF VIRGINIA 

BEATA ANGELICA, OF VIRGINIA 

LA JUNE L. BARNES, OF NEW YORK 

NICHOLAS G. BARNETT, OF NEW YORK 

CHRISTINA I.M. BISHOP, OF VIRGINIA 

JOSEPH E. BURZYNSKI 

DANIEL J. CARL, OF COLORADO 

ALBERT RAY CEA HENRIQUEZ, OF TEXAS 

FREDERICK CHARLES, OF VIRGINIA 

JOHN PAUL CHARLES, OF WASHINGTON 

DONALD K. CODDING, OF OKLAHOMA 

SYDNEY A. CODDING, OF OKLAHOMA 

ROBERT PATRICK CONTRERAS, OF MISSOURI 

CRAIGORY D. CRANK, OF MARYLAND 

ERIC T. CUYLER, OF NEBRASKA 

PHILLIP NELSON DE ASSIS, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM- 
BIA 

BROOKE HEILNER DEAN, OF MARYLAND 

ANTHONY J. DIAZ, OF KENTUCKY 

RYAN T. DRISCOLL, OF VIRGINIA 

EDMUND FLEETWOOD DUNSTAN III, OF MARYLAND 

KARYN MALIA CHOQUETTE ELIOT, OF VIRGINIA 

ANDREW L. ELLIS, OF VIRGINIA 

TIMOTHY F. FARRELL, OF VIRGINIA 

MARISA FERGUSON, OF VIRGINIA 

JOSE M. GARZA, JR., OF VIRGINIA 

NOAH J. GEESAMAN, OF VIRGINIA 

JENNIFER H. GIBBS, OF VIRGINIA 

KIMBERLY K. GIUSTI, OF OREGON 

PALOMA H. GONZALEZ, OF CALIFORNIA 

JACOB DANIEL GRANNELL, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUM- 
BIA 

KERRY J. GROOME, OF MARYLAND 

RYAN N. GUIRLINGER, OF VIRGINIA 

PRISCILLA GUZMAN, OF TEXAS 

CHANSONETTE HALL, OF PENNSYLVANIA 

GARTH HALL, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

LAURA J. HAMMOND, OF MINNESOTA 

SEAN M. HANIFEN, OF VIRGINIA 

NICHOLAS HARRIS, OF VIRGINIA 

VIRGINIA HARRIS, OF NEW YORK 

APRIL M. HAYNE, OF OHIO 

CHERYL A. HIPP, OF CALIFORNIA 

RYNA HOK, OF VIRGINIA 

KERRY F.A. HYRE, OF NEW YORK 

TIFFANY L. JACKSON, OF FLORIDA 

CHRISTOPHER C. JENSEN, OF VIRGINIA 

VISHAL JINDAL, OF VIRGINIA 

KENNETH J. KANN, OF MARYLAND 

SONIA JUNG KIM, OF GEORGIA 

RICHARD CHARLES KOLKER, OF VIRGINIA 

STEPHAN G. LANGLEY, OF WASHINGTON 

JOHN B. LAVIN, OF MARYLAND 

MICHAEL E. LEE, OF VIRGINIA 

THOMAS J. LEIBY, OF PENNSYLVANIA 

WENDY ANN LIGON, OF VIRGINIA 
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BRIDGET MARY LINES, OF TEXAS 
LOREN C. LOCKE, OF GEORGIA 
RYAN J. LONG, OF WASHINGTON 
JAMES MICHAEL LOWELL, OF TENNESSEE 
MUNIR DAWAN MADYUN, OF GEORGIA 
SARA V. MARTI, OF FLORIDA 
ANNA ARAMBULO MARTZ, OF TEXAS 
JOEL SUNIL MATHEN, OF VIRGINIA 
WESLEY S. MATHEWS, OF TEXAS 
TRISHITA MAULA, OF NEW YORK 
JAMES PATRICK MCCORMICK, OF OREGON 
CHRISTOPHER H. MCHONE, OF TEXAS 
ROLAND DAVID MCKAY, OF MICHIGAN 
MARY KATHLEEN MCKNIGHT, OF TENNESSEE 
DOERING S. MEYER, OF MINNESOTA 
MORGAN DANIEL MILES, OF WASHINGTON 
AARON TYRELL MITCHELL, OF MARYLAND 
DOUG MORROW, OF ILLINOIS 
KATHRINE M. MORTENSEN, OF NEW YORK 
STEVEN MARK MOUTON, OF VIRGINIA 
NATALYA A. NIKIFOROVA-SMITH, OF FLORIDA 
CAROLINE CASEY NOHR, OF CALIFORNIA 
FREDERICK NICHOLAS NOYES, OF TEXAS 
ILENA C. PATTI, OF VIRGINIA 
KARLEE MARIE PAYNE, OF VIRGINIA 
CHRIS F. PIERSON, OF CONNECTICUT 
SUSAN QUINTANA, OF TEXAS 
ERIN ALEXIS RATTAZZI, OF CALIFORNIA 
SUNIL KUMAR RAVI, OF ARIZONA 
STEPHANIE LAUREN REED, OF VIRGINIA 
MARK V. REEDY, OF GEORGIA 
NICHOLAS B. REID, OF FLORIDA 
REGINE RENE, OF LOUISIANA 
ANGELICA RODAS-HUGHES, OF VIRGINIA 
THOMAS 8. ROOKER, OF VIRGINIA 
ALISON E. ROWLES, OF MARYLAND 
CHUNNONG SAEGER, OF MARYLAND 
MARYUM FATIMA SAIFEE, OF TEXAS 
FELIX J. SALAZAR, OF MARYLAND 
JANICE T. SCHILL, OF CALIFORNIA 
PHILIP SCOT SCHWADA, OF VIRGINIA 
BEHRANG FARIAN SERAJ, OF CALIFORNIA 
ANDREW MICHAEL SHERNUK, OF VIRGINIA 
ARATI SHROFF, OF ILLINOIS 
ALEXANDREA R. SHYBUT, OF VIRGINIA 
CLAIRE ELIZABETH SMOLIK, OF CALIFORNIA 
LAURENCE J. SOCHA, OF ILLINOIS 
NITZA SOLA-ROTGER, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
CORY RAJA STELLING, OF VIRGINIA 
MASAMI TANAKA, OF ILLINOIS 
MEGAN J. TETRICK, OF INDIANA 
SYGA THOMAS, OF CALIFORNIA 
ROBBIE J. THOMPSON, OF MARYLAND 
WOLFGANG TOLLE, OF VIRGINIA 
DIANE K. TOMION, OF VIRGINIA 
KEISHA N. TOMS, OF NEW YORK 
WILLIAM RANDALL TORRANCE, OF TEXAS 
CATHERINE TRUONG, OF ILLINOIS 
JUSTIN W. TULL, OF CALIFORNIA 
PENNY L. VASQUEZ, OF VIRGINIA 
YAYOI VICKOVIC, OF VIRGINIA 
BENJAMIN WALLACE, OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
BRIANNE A. WATTS, OF VIRGINIA 
OTTO HAAVERSEN WESTHASSEL, OF NEVADA 
ERIC S. WEXLER, OF VIRGINIA 
C. LOGAN WHEELER, OF TENNESSEE 
AMANDA FAITH WHITESELL, OF VIRGINIA 
HEATHER A. WIGGINS, OF VIRGINIA 
DAVID WISNER, OF NEW YORK 
HEATHER NICOLE WRIGHT, OF MARYLAND 
CHRISTIAN S. YUN, OF CALIFORNIA 
THE FOLLOWING-NAMED CAREER MEMBER OF THE 
SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF 
COMMERCE FOR PROMOTION WITHIN AND INTO THE SEN- 
IOR FOREIGN SERVICE TO THE CLASS INDICATED: 
CAREER MEMBER OF THE SENIOR FOREIGN SERVICE 
OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, CLASS OF MIN- 
ISTER COUNSELOR: 


DANIEL E. HARRIS, OF MARYLAND 
IN THE AIR FORCE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED INDIVIDUALS FOR APPOINT- 
MENT IN THE GRADES INDICATED IN THE REGULAR AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 531(A): 


To be lieutenant colonel 
GEORGE B. GOSTING 
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To be major 
JOSEPH 8. PARK 
IN THE ARMY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED ARMY NATIONAL GUARD OF 
THE UNITED STATES OFFICERS FOR APPOINTMENT TO 
THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE ARMY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 12203 AND 12211: 


To be colonel 


GARY D. GILMORE 
CHRISTINE GLOVER 
HAROLD B. JONES, JR. 
LEE D. SCHNELL 


IN THE NAVY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be captain 
MIGUEL GONZALEZ 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE UNITED STATES NAVY 
UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 624: 


To be commander 
DAVID M. DROMSKY 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED OFFICERS FOR TEMPORARY 
APPOINTMENT TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE 
UNITED STATES NAVY UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTION 
5721: 


To be lieutenant commander 


CHARLES C. ADKISON 
ROBERT J. BARRETT 
ALICIA L. BELCHER 
SHAN A. BOGART 
KENNETH A. BOURASSA 
MARK C. BURKE 

KEVIN R. CASAGRANDE 
THOMAS J. COOPER 
JANET H. DAYS 
DANIELLE C. DEFANT 
ERIC E. ERHARD 
ANDREW D. FLEISHER 
JENNIFER M. FREE 
RAYMOND J. GAMICCHIA 
CHRISTOPHER D. HEINZ 
JEREMIAH D. JACKSON 
ANTHONY G. JARED 
ALEXANDER B. KORN 
JASON LABOTT 

JIWAN A. MACK 

ROBERT L. NOWLIN 
DOUGLAS V. NYE 
RICHARD A. ROBBINS, JR. 
DAVID H. RYAN 
CHRISTOPHER J. SEVERS 
ERIC W. SISCO 

TRICIA L. TEAS 


CONFIRMATION 


Executive nomination confirmed by 
the Senate, Tuesday, December 9, 2008: 
IN THE AIR FORCE 


THE FOLLOWING NAMED AIR NATIONAL GUARD OF THE 
UNITED STATES OFFICER FOR APPOINTMENT AS THE DI- 
RECTOR, AIR NATIONAL GUARD AND FOR APPOINTMENT 
TO THE GRADE INDICATED IN THE RESERVE OF THE AIR 
FORCE UNDER TITLE 10, U.S.C., SECTIONS 601 AND 10506: 


To be lieutenant general 
MAJ. GEN. HARRY M. WYATT III 
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December 9, 2008 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Pursuant to section 2 of House Con- 
current Resolution 440, 110th Congress, 
the House met at 11 a.m. 


© 
NOTICE ОЕ REASSEMBLY 


The SPEAKER. The Chair lays before 
the House the text of the formal notice 
of reassembly that was sent to Mem- 
bers on Friday, December 5, 2008. 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
Washington, DC, December 5, 2008. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR REPRESENTATIVE: Pursuant to sec- 
tion 2 of House Concurrent Resolution 440, 
after consultation with the Minority Leader 
of the House and the Minority Leader of the 
Senate, we determine that the public inter- 
est requires that the House reassemble at 11 
a.m. on Tuesday, December 9, 2008, the Sen- 
ate already being in session. 

The Sergeant-at-Arms is directed to notify 
all Members of the reassembly of the House 
of Representatives for additional legislative 
business during the second session of the One 
Hundred Tenth Congress. 

Thank you for your attention to this ur- 
gent matter. 

Best Regards, 
NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House. 
HARRY REID, 
Majority Leader of the Senate. 


EE 
PRAYER 


The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord, You are powerful and strong, 
yet You bend to Your people and show 
them mercy and sustaining grace. Help 
the leaders of our Nation make wise de- 
cisions in our day. Set us on a path 
that will lead to peace and security. We 
look to You for guidance every step of 
the way until we stand in Your light 
forever and ever. 

Amen. 


EE 
THE JOURNAL 


The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam- 
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro- 
ceedings and announces to the House 
her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour- 
nal stands approved. 


EEE 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The SPEAKER. Will the gentle- 
woman from Minnesota (Ms. McCor- 
LUM) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. McCOLLUM of Minnesota led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 


lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


—— 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 


The SPEAKER laid before the House 
the following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, November 20, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives, the Clerk received the following mes- 
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No- 
vember 20, 2008, at 3:57 p.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend- 
ment H.R. 6867. 

Appointments: 

United States-China Economic Security 
Review Commission. 

With best wishes, I am 

Sincerely, 
LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 


— Na 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
MCCOLLUM of Minnesota) laid before 
the House the following communica- 
tion from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, November 24, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II 
of the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives, the Clerk received the following mes- 
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on No- 
vember 24, 2008, at 10:05 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend- 
ment H.R. 6859. 

That the Senate passed S. 3663. 

That the Senate passed S. 3681. 

That the Senate passed S. 3711. 

That the Senate passed S. 3712. 

That the Senate agreed to without amend- 
ment H. Con. Res. 435. 

With best wishes, Iam 

Sincerely, 
LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 


p 


RESIGNATION FROM THE HOUSE 
OF REPRESENTATIVES 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following resigna- 
tion from the House of Representa- 
tives: 


'This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, November 20, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: I have sent the en- 
closed letter to Governor Timothy M. Kaine 
of Virginia resigning my office of United 
States Representative for the 11th Congres- 
sional District of Virginia, effective Novem- 
ber 24, 2008. 

It has been a privilege and an honor to 
serve the people of Virginia. 

Sincerely, 
THOMAS M. DAVIS III, 
Member of Congress. 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, November 20, 2006. 
Hon. TIMOTHY M. KAINE, 
Governor of Virginia, Office of the Governor, 
Richmond, Virginia. 

DEAR GOVERNOR KAINE: I hereby resign 
from the office of United States Representa- 
tive for the 11th Congressional District of 
Virginia, effective November 24, 2008. 

It has been а privilege and an honor to 
serve the people of Virginia. 

Sincerely, 
'THOMAS M. DAVIS III, 
Member of Congress. 


EEE 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
clause 5(d) of rule XX, the Chair an- 
nounces to the House that, in light of 
the resignation of the gentleman from 
Virginia (Mr. DAVIS), the whole number 
of the House is 434. 


ee 


APPOINTMENTS TO CONGRES- 
SIONAL OVERSIGHT PANEL 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to section 125 (c)(1) of the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008 (P.L. 110-343), and the order of the 
House of January 4, 2007, the Chair an- 
nounces the November 14, 2008, joint 
appointment by the Speaker and the 
majority leader of the Senate and ap- 
pointment by the Speaker on the part 
of the House to the Congressional Over- 
sight Panel: joint appointment: 

Mr. Damon Silvers, Maryland; Speak- 
er’s appointment: 

Mr. Richard H. Neiman, New York. 


EE 


RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 8 min- 
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 


1407 is 2:07 p.m. 


Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor. 
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2000 


AFTER RECESS 


The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. ARCURI) at 8 p.m. 


a 


REPORT ON RESOLUTION WAIVING 
REQUIREMENT OF CLAUSE 6(a) 
OF RULE XIII WITH RESPECT TO 
CONSIDERATION OF CERTAIN 
RESOLUTIONS 


Ms. SUTTON, from the Committee on 
Rules, submitted a privileged report 
(Rept. No. 110-918) on the resolution (H. 
Res. 1533) waiving a requirement of 
clause 6(a) of rule XIII with respect to 
consideration of certain resolutions re- 
ported from the Committee on Rules, 
which was referred to the House Cal- 
endar and ordered to be printed. 


ee 


RECESS 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 8 o’clock and 1 
minute p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 


EE 
2100 


AFTER RECESS 


The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. CLAY) at 9 p.m. 


-Á 


SENATE BILLS REFERRED 


Bills of the Senate of the following 
titles were taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 3663. An act to provide for the short- 
term partial extension of analog broad- 
casting; to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

S. 3681. An act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
5070 Vegas Valley Drive in Las Vegas, Ne- 
vada, as the ‘“Јоѕерһ A. Ryan Post Office 
Building"; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

S. 8711. An act to authorize a cost of living 
adjustment for the Federal judiciary; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

S. 8712. An act to make a technical correc- 
tion in the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domen- 
ici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Eq- 
uity Act of 2008; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce; in addition to the Committee 
on Education and Labor for à period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi- 
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned; in addition to the 
Committee on Ways and Means for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak- 
er, in each case for consideration of such pro- 
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 


ee 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 


Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en- 
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rolled a bill of the House of the fol- 
lowing title, which was thereupon 
signed by the Speaker: 

H.R. 6859. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1501 South Slappey Boulevard in Albany, 
Georgia, as the ‘Dr. Walter Carl Gordon, Jr. 
Post Office Building". 


— са ——— 


BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 


Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on November 20, 
2008 she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bills. 

H.R. 5714. To require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in recognition and 
celebration of the establishment of the 
United States Army in 1775, to honor the 
American Soldier of both today and yester- 
day, in wartime and in peace, and to com- 
memorate the traditions, history, and herit- 
age of the United States Army and its role in 
American Society, from the Colonial period 
to today. 

H.R. 6867. To provide for additional emer- 
gency unemployment compensation. 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House reports that on November 25, 
2008 she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bill. 

H.R. 2050. To require the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint coins in commemoration of 
the semicentennial of the enactment of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964. 


SS 


ADJOURNMENT 


Mr. CLEAVER. Mr. Speaker, I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord- 
ingly (at 9 o’clock and 1 minute p.m.), 
the House adjourned until tomorrow, 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008, at 10 
a.m. 
Te 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 


Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 


9602. A letter from the Chief, Regulatory 
Analysis & Development, Department of Ag- 
riculture, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Agricultural Bioterrorism Pro- 
tection Act of 2002; Biennial Review and Re- 
publication of the Select Agent and Toxin 
List [Dockect No.: APHIS-2007-0033] (RIN: 
0579-AC53) received October 21, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

9603. A letter from the Assistant Director, 
Directives and Regualations Branch, Office 
of Regulatory and Management Services, 
USDA Forest Service, Department of trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — Spe- 
cial Areas; Roadless Area Conservation; Ap- 
plicability to the National Forest (RIN: 
Number: 0596-AC62) received October 21, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

9604. A letter from the Acting Adminis- 
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Avocados 
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Grown in South Flordia; Revisions to Grade 
and Container Requirements [Docket No.: 
AMS-FV-08-0022; F'V08-915-1 FR] received No- 
vember 25, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9605. A letter from the Acting Adminis- 
trator, Department of Agriculture, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Almonds 
Grown in California; Relaxation of Incoming 
Quality Control Requirements [Docket No.: 
AMS-FV-08-0044; F'V08-981-1 FIR] received 
November 25, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9606. A letter from the Director, Policy 
Issuances Division, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Mandatory Country of Orgin Labeling 
of Muscle Cuts of Beef (Including Veal), 
Lamb, Chicken, Goat, and Pork; Ground 
Beef, Ground Lamb, Ground Chicken, Ground 
Goat, and Ground Pork [Docket No.: FSIS- 
2008-0027] (RIN: 0583-AD38) received December 
1, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Agriculture. 

9607. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De- 
fense, transmitting a letter on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Michael 
W. Peterson, United States Air Force, and 
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant 
general on the retired list; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

9608. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De- 
fense, transmitting a letter on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Stephen G. 
Wood, United States Air Force, and his ad- 
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the retired list; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

9609. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Defense, transmitting a letter on the 
approved retirement of Major General Mi- 
chael A. Hamel, United States Air Force, and 
his advancement to the grade of lieutenant 
general on the retired list; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

9610. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the 40th report pursuant to 
Section 3204(f) of the FY 2000 Emergency 
Supplemental Act, as amended; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

9611. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy for Installations and Environ- 
ment, Department of the Navy, transmitting 
notification of the Department’s decision to 
cancel to Office of Management and Budget 
Circular A-76 public-private competition for 
the Commander, Navy Installations Com- 
mand (CNIC) Emergency Management Dis- 
patch (EMD) Support Services; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

9612. A letter from the Assistant to the 
Board, Board of Governors of the Federal Re- 
serve System, transmitting the Board’s final 
rule — Home Mortgage Disclosure [Regula- 
tion C; Docket No.: R-1321] received October 
27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

9613. A letter from the Cheif Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Suspension of Community Eligibility [Dock- 
et No: FEMA-8047] received November 18, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

9614. A letter from the Cheif Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Changes in Flood Elevation Determinations 
[Docket No.: FEMA-B-1011] received Novem- 
ber 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 
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9615. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, transmitting the Department's 
* Major" final rule — Real Estate Settlement 
Procedures Act (RESPA): Rule To Simplify 
and Improve the Process of Obtaining Mort- 
gages and Reduce Consumer Settlement 
Costs [Docket No. FR-5180-F-03] (RIN: 2502- 
AI61) received November 18, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services. 

9616. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Pet Ownership for the Ederly and 
Persons With Disabilities [Docket No.: FR- 
5127-F-02] (RIN: 2501-AD31) received Novem- 
ber 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

9617. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting the  Depart- 
ment’s final rule — Design and Construction 
Requirements; Compliance With ANSI A117.1 
Standards [Dockect No.: FR-5006-F-02] (RIN: 
2529-A A92) received November 13, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

9618. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting a 
draft bill the proposes several reforms to the 
International Monetary Fund; to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9619. A letter from the Senior Counsel, De- 
partment of the Treasury, transmitting the 
Department's final rule — Trap Capital Pur- 
chase Program received November 19, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9620. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, transmitting the Corporation's 
final rule — Deposit Insurance Regulations; 
Temporary Increase in Standard Coverage 
Amount; Mortgage Servicing Accounts (RIN: 
3064-A D36) received November 13, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

9621. A letter from the Director, Federal 
Housing Finance Agency, transmitting noti- 
fication that the Agency plans to follow the 
advisory guidelines issued by the Office of 
Personnel Management in the Disciplinary 
Best Practices and Advisory Guidelines 
under the No FEAR Act report; to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9622. A letter from the Senior Counsel, 
Federal Reserve System, transmitting the 
System's Major" final rule — Prohibition 
on Funding of Unlawful Internet Gambling 
[Regulation GG; Docket No. R-1298] received 
November 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9623. A letter from the Special Assistant to 
the Board, Federal Reserve System, trans- 
mitting the System's ‘“Мајог’ final rule — 
PROHIBITION ON FUNDING OF UNLAW- 
FUL INTERNET GAMBLING [Regulation 
GG; Docket No. R-1298] received November 
14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

9624. A letter from the Acting Secretary, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission’s final rule — Tem- 
porary Exemption for Liquidation of Certain 
Money Market Funds [Release No.: IC-28487; 
File No. $7-32-08] (RIN: 3235-AK24) received 
November 25, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9625. A letter from the Asst. General Coun- 
sel for Regulatory Services, Office of the 
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Gene ral Counsel, Department of Education, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Title III of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 (ESEA), as Amended 
by the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 
(NCLB) received November 18, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

9626. A letter from the Secretary of Edu- 
cation, Department of Education, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Assist- 
ance to States for the Education of Children 
with Disabilities and Preschool Grants for 
Children with Disabilities [DOCKET ID: ED- 
2008-OSERS-0005] (RIN: 1820-AB60) received 
December 1, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

9627. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
(Acting) Office of Fossil Energy, Department 
of Energy, transmitting the Department’s 
study on backup fuel capability, pursuant to 
Section 1812 of the Energy Policy Act of 2005; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9628. A letter from the Attorney, Office of 
Assistant General Counsel for Legislation 
and Regulatory Law, Department of Energy, 
transmitting the Department's ‘‘Major”’ 
final rule — Advanced Technology Vehicles 
Manufacturing Incentive Program (RIN: 
1901-AB25) received, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9629. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's ‘‘Major”’ 
final rule — Patient Safety and Quality Im- 
provement (RIN: 0919-AA01) received Novem- 
ber 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9630. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's ‘‘Major”’ 
final rule — Medicaid Program; Premiums 
and Cost Sharing [CMS-2244-F] (RIN: 0938- 
A047) received November 20, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9631. A letter from the Director, Regula- 
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule — Toll- 
Free Number for Reporting Adverse Events 
on Labeling for Human Drug Products 
[Docket No. FDA-2008-N-0813 (formerly Dock- 
et No.: 2003N-0342)] (RIN: 0910-AC35) received 
November 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9632. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's report on En- 
hanced Aquaculture and Seafood Inspection, 
pursuant to Public Law 110-85, section 1006; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9633. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's fifth annual report 
for FY 2007 entitled, ^MDUFMA Financial 
Report," pursuant to The Medical Device 
User Fee and Modernization Act of 2002; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9634. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator, Deputy Cheif of Operations, 
Office of Diversion Control, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department's final 
rule — Import and Production Quotas for 
Certain List I Chemicals [Docket No.: DEA- 
293F] (RIN: 1117-AB08) received December 2, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9635. A letter from the General Counsel, 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission, 
transmitting the Commission's final rule — 
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Standards of Conduct for Transmission Pro- 
viders [Docket No.: RM07-1-000; Order No. 
717] received November 25, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9636. A letter from the Secretary of the 
Commission, Federal Trade Commission, 
transmitting the Commission’s final rule — 
Rule Concerning Disclosures Regarding En- 
ergy Consumption and Water Use of Certain 
Home Appliances and Other Products Re- 
quired Under the Energy Policy and Con- 
servation Act (‘‘Appliance Labeling Rule’’) 
(RIN: 3084-А А74) received November 21, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9687. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Congressional Affairs, U.S. Nuclear Regu- 
latory Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission's final rule — List of Approved 
Spent Fuel Storage Casks: MAGNASTOR Ad- 
dition (RIN: 3150-AI51) received November 25, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9638. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a six-month periodic report on 
the national emergency with respect to the 
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction 
that was declared in Executive Order 12938 of 
November 14, 1994, and continued by the 
President each year, most recently on No- 
vember 8, 2007, pursuant to 50 U.S.C. 1641(c); 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9639. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting certification of a proposed 
Manufacturing License Agreement with the 
United Kingdom (Transmittal No. DDTC 125- 
08), pursuant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(d); to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

9640. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting certification of a proposed 
technical assistance agreement for the ex- 
port of technical data, defense services, and 
defense articles to the United Kingdom 
(Transmittal No. DDTC 137-08), pursuant to 
22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

9641. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad- 
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Copies of international 
agreements, other than treaties, entered into 
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9642. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad- 
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Copies of international 
agreements, other than treaties, entered into 
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9643. A letter from the Vice Admiral, USN 
Director, Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, transmitting Transmittal No. 09-04, 
pursuant to the reporting requirements of 
Section 36(b)(1) of the Arms Export Control 
Act, aS amended; to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

9644. A letter from the Vice Admiral, USN 
Director, Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, transmitting a report in accordance 
with Section 36(a) of the Arms Export Con- 
trol Act; to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

9645. A letter from the Vice Admiral, USN 
Director, Defense Security Cooperation 
Agency, transmitting various reports in ac- 
cordance with Sections 36(a) and 26(b) of the 
Arms Export Control Act; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

9646. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
For Export Administration, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
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final rule — Clarification of Export Control 
Jurisdiction for Civil Aircraft Equipment 
under the Export Administration Regula- 
tions [Docket No.: 080305374-81467-01] (RIN: 
0694-AE31) received December 2, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

9647. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the Department's report on the 
status of family reunions between U.S. citi- 
zens and their relatives in the Democratic 
People's Republic of Korea, pursuant to Pub- 
lic Law 110-181, section 1265; to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

9648. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting pursuant to section 3(d) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, certification re- 
garding the proposed transfer of major de- 
fense equipment from the Government of 
Jordan (Transmittal No. RSAT 01-09); to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9649. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the 2008 annual report on the 
Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholar- 
ship Program, pursuant to Public Law 106- 
309, section 304; to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs. 

9650. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting certification of а proposed li- 
cense for the export of defense articles to Ec- 
uador (Transmittal No. DD'TC 132-08), pursu- 
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

9651. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Treasury, transmitting as required 
by section 204(c) of the International Emer- 
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(с), and pursuant to Executive Order 
13318 of July 31, 2003, à six-month periodic re- 
port on the national emergency with respect 
to the stabilization of Iraq that was declared 
in Executive Order 13303 of May 22, 2008; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9652. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re- 
quired by section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 
1703(с), and pursuant to Executive Order 
13318 of July 31, 2003, a six-month periodic re- 
port on the national emergency with respect 
to Burma that was declared in Executive 
Order 13047 of May 20, 1997; to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

9653. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re- 
quired by section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act , 50 U.S.C. 
1703(с), and pursuant to Executive Order 
13338 of May 11, 2004, a six-month periodic re- 
port on the national emergency with respect 
to Syria; to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

9654. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De- 
partment's Semiannual Report of the Office 
of Inspector General for the 6-month period 
of April 1, 2008, through September 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act), 
section 5(b); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9655. A letter from the Chairman, Council 
of the District of Columbia, transmitting a 
copy of D.C. ACT 17-278, ‘‘Contingency Cash 
Reserve Transparency Amendment Act of 
2007," pursuant to D.C. Code section 1- 
233(с)(1); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9656. A letter from the Auditor, District of 
Columbia, transmitting a report entitled, 
“OCFO’S Policy Regarding Background 
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Checks on Specific OCFO Employees Who 
Handle Cash and/or Cash Equivalents," pur- 
suant to D.C. Code section 47-117(d); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9657. A letter from the Administrator, 
Agency for International Development, 
transmitting the semiannual report on the 
activities of the Inspector General for the pe- 
riod ending September 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9658. A letter from the Administrator, 
Agency for International Development, 
transmitting notification that the Agency is 
in full compliance with the ‘‘Disciplinary 
Best Practices and Advisory Guidelines" 
under the No FEAR Act; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9659. A letter from the Acting Chairman, 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
transmitting the Commission's FY 2008 Per- 
formance Accountability Report; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9660. A letter from the Executive Director, 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
transmitting notification that the Commis- 
sion did not complete any competitions in 
FY 2008, pursuant to Public Law 108-199, sec- 
tion 647(b); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9661. A letter from the Senior Procurement 
Executive, GSA, Department of Defense, 
transmitting the Department's ‘‘Major”’ 
final rule — Federal Acquisition Regulation; 
Federal Acquisition Circular 2005-29; Intro- 
duction [Docket FAR 2008-0003, Sequence 4] 
received November 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9662. A letter from the Deputy Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the De- 
partment's Fiscal Year 2008 Agency Finan- 
cial Report; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9663. A letter from the Senior Procurement 
Executive, GSA, Department of Defense, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Federal Acquisition Regulation; Federal Ac- 
quisition Circular 2005-28; Introduction 
[Docket FAR 2008-0003, Sequence 3] received 
November 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9664. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s Fiscal Year 2008 Performance and Ac- 
countability Report; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9665. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s Semiannual Report of the Office of 
Inspector General for the period from April 1 
through September 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act), section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9666. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Education, transmitting notifica- 
tion that the Department has adopted and 
will fully implement Disciplinary Best Prac- 
tices and Advisory Guidelines under the No 
FEAR Act; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9667. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Energy, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's semiannual report from the Office of 
the Inspector General, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
app. (Insp. Gen. Act), section 5(b); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9668. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Civil Rights, Department of Energy, trans- 
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mitting notification that the Department is 
in full compliance with the ‘‘No FEAR Dis- 
ciplinary Best Practices and Advisory Guide- 
lines"; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9669. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's Semiannual Re- 
port for the period ending September 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act), 
section 5(b); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9670. A letter from the Acting Assoc. Gen. 
Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting a report 
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9671. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting 
the Department's twelfth semiannual report 
for the period of April 1, 2008, through Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act), section 5(b); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9612. A letter from the Assistant Attorney 
General for Administration, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department's FY 
2008 Performance and Accountability Report; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9673. A letter from the Deputy White House 
Liaison, Department of Justice, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to the Federal Vacan- 
cies Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9674. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's КҮ 2008 Annual Report on Perform- 
ance and Accountability; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9615. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Administration and Management, De- 
partment of Labor, transmitting notification 
that the Department is in full compliance 
with the ‘‘Disciplinary Best Practices and 
Advisory Guidelines" of the No FEAR Act; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9676. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Labor, transmitting the Semiannual 
Report of the Inspector General for the pe- 
riod April 1, 2008, through September 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act), 
section 5(b); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9677. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the De- 
partment's Performance and Accountability 
Report for FY 2008, as required by the Re- 
ports Consolidation Act of 2000; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9678. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Management and Chief Financial Officer, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting 
the Department’s semiannual reports from 
the Office of the Treasury Inspector General 
and the Treasury Inspector General for Tax 
Administration, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act), section 5(b); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9679. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Management and Chief Financial Officer, 
Department of the Treasury, transmitting 
notification that the Department will adopt 
the advisory guidelines detailed in the Office 
Personnel Management’s (OPM) report enti- 
tled, ‘‘Disciplinary Best Practices and Advi- 
sory Guidelines Under the No FEAR Act”; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 
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9680. A letter from the Special Assistant to 
the President and Director, Office of Admin- 
istration, Executive Office of the President, 
transmitting accounting expenditures from 
the Unanticipated Needs Account for fiscal 
year 2008, pursuant to 3 U.S.C. 108; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9681. A letter from the Special Assistant to 
the President and Director, Office of Admin- 
istration, Executive Office of the President, 
transmitting the personnel report for per- 
sonnel employed in the White House Office, 
the Executive Residence at the White House, 
the Office of the Vice President, the Office of 
Policy Development, and the Office of Ad- 
ministration, pursuant to 3 U.S.C. 118; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9682. A letter from the Chief of Staff and 
General Counsel, Executive Office of the 
President, transmitting notification that the 
Office will follow the guidlines of the Notifi- 
cations and Federal Employee Antidiscrimi- 
nation and Retaliation Act of 2002; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9683. A letter from the Director, Executive 
Office of the President, transmitting notifi- 
cation that the Office will comply with the 
guidelines of the Notification and Federal 
Employee Antidiscrimination and Retalia- 
tion Act of 2002; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

9684. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission, transmit- 
ting the Commission's fiscal year 2008 Per- 
formance and Accountability Report; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9685. A letter from the President, Federal 
Financing Bank, transmitting the Bank's 
final strategic plan for the fiscal years 2008 
through 2013; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9686. A letter from the President, Federal 
Financing Bank, transmitting the Annual 
Report of the Federal Financing Bank for 
Fiscal Year 2008, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 9106; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9687. A letter from the President, Federal 
Financing Bank, transmitting the Bank's 
performance plan for fiscal years 2008-2009 
and program performance report for fiscal 
year 2007, pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 9106; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9688. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Mine Safety and Health Review Commission, 
transmitting notification that the Commis- 
sion has adopted and will adhere in full to 
the No FEAR Advisory Guidelines and Dis- 
ciplinary Best Practices in accordance with 
Title II of the Notification and Federal Anti- 
discrimination and Retaliation Act of 2002; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9689. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Reserve System, transmitting the System's 
Semiannual Report from the Office of the In- 
Spector General for the six-month period 
ending September 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act), section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9690. A letter from the Federal Retirement 
Thrift Investment Board, transmitting the 
Board's Report of FY 2008 Audits and Signifi- 
cant Findings, pursuant to the Inspector 
General Act of 1978; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9691. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting notifica- 
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tion that the Commission has taken and will 
complete steps to follow the No FEAR 
Guidelines, pursuant to 5 C.F.R. 724.404; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9692. A letter from the Director Institute of 
Museum and Library Services, Institute of 
Museum and Library Services, transmitting 
notification that the Institute is in full com- 
pliance with the ‘Disciplinary Best Prac- 
tices and Advisory Guidelines" under the No 
FEAR Act; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9693. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Endowment for the Humanities, transmit- 
ting the Performance and Accountability Re- 
port for fiscal year 2008, as required by OMB 
Circular Number A-11; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9694. A letter from the Acting Chairman, 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, transmit- 
ting the Commission's Fiscal Year 2008 Per- 
formance and Accountability Report; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9695. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Government Ethics, transmitting the Of- 
fice's Performance Accountability Report for 
Fiscal Year 2008; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

9696. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Government Ethics, transmitting notifica- 
tion that the Office will follow the Advisory 
Guidelines in accordance with the Notifica- 
tion and Federal Employee Antidiscrimina- 
tion and Retaliation Act of 2002; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9697. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the semiannual report on the activities of 
the Inspector General and the Management 
Response for the period of April 1, 2007 to 
September 31, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b) to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9698. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Personnel Management, transmitting a leg- 
islative proposal entitled, ‘‘Federal Execu- 
tive Board Authorization Act of 2008"; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9699. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
notification that the Office will comply with 
the guidelines of the Notification and Fed- 
eral Employee Antidiscrimination and Re- 
taliation Act of 2002; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9700. A letter from the President & CEO, 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation, 
transmitting а report pursuant to the Fed- 
eral Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9701. A letter from the Chief Administra- 
tive Officer, Patent and Trademark Office, 
transmitting notification that the Office will 
fully comply with the guidelines of the No 
FEAR Act; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

9702. A letter from the Board Members, 
Railroad Retirement Board, transmitting 
the Board's Performance and Accountability 
Report for Fiscal Year 2008, including the Of- 
fice of Inspector General's Auditor's Report, 
Report on Internal Control, and Report on 
Compliance with Laws and Regulations; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9708. A letter from the Board Members, 
Railroad Retirement Board, transmitting 
the Board's statement concerning discipli- 
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nary actions for conduct that is inconsistent 
with Federal Antidiscrimination Laws and 
Whistleblower Protection Laws; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9704. A letter from the Board Members, 
Railroad Retirement Board, transmitting 
the Board's Office of Inspector General (OIG) 
Semiannual Report for the period April 1, 
2008 through September 30, 2008, pursuant to 
Public Law 95-452, section 5; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9705. A letter from the Chairman, Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting 
notification that the Commission's fiscal 
year 2008 Performance and Accountability 
Report is now available at  http:;/ 
www.sec.gov/about/secpar2008.html; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9706. A letter from the Chairman, Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission, transmitting 
the Commission's semiannual report from 
the office of the Inspector General for the pe- 
riod April 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9707. A letter from the Commissioner, So- 
cial Security Administration, transmitting 
the Administration's Performance and Ac- 
countability Report for Fiscal Year 2008; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9708. A letter from the Chairman, U.S. 
International Trade Commission, transmit- 
ting the Commission's Performance and Ac- 
countability Report for FY 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9709. A letter from the Chairman, U.S. 
Merit Systems Protection Board, transmit- 
ting notification that the Board will fully 
comply with the guidelines of the No FEAR 
Act; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9710. A letter from the Director, U.S. Trade 
and Development Agency, transmitting the 
Agency's Performance and Accountability 
Report including audited financial state- 
ments for fiscal year 2008; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9711. A letter from the Executive Vice 
President and Chief Human Resources Offi- 
cer, United States Postal Service, transmit- 
ting notification that the Service will com- 
ply with the guidelines in the No FEAR Act; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

9712. A letter from the Vice Chair, Election 
Assistance Commission, transmitting the 
Commission's various studies regarding the 
administration of elections; to the Com- 
mittee on House Administration. 

9713. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Election Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission's final rule — Extension of Adminis- 
trative Fines Program [Notice 2008-12] re- 
ceived November 25, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
House Administration. 

9714. A letter from the Librarian of Con- 
gress, Library of Congress, transmitting the 
Annual Report of the Library of Congress, 
for the fiscal year 2007, pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 
139; to the Committee on House Administra- 
tion. 

9715. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs Na- 
tional M arine Fisheries Service, Depart- 
ment of Commerce, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's final rule — Fisheries of the Exclu- 
sive Economic Zone Off Alaska; Record- 
keeping and Reporting [Docket No.: 


December 9, 2008 


080225265-81165-02] (RIN: 0648-AW28) received 
December 3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9716. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Pennsylvania Regulatory Program [PA-148- 
FOR; OSM-2008-0014] received November 25, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

9717. A letter from the Regulatory and Pol- 
icy Specialist, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Indian Trust Management Reform (RIN: 1076- 
AE59) received November 18, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9718. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
— Land and Minerals Management, Depart- 
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule — Royalty Relief- 
Ultra-Deep Gas Wells and Deep Gas Wells on 
Leases in the Gulf of Mexico; Extension of 
Royalty Relief Provisions to Leases Offshore 
of Alaska [Docket ID: MMS-OMM-2007-0071] 
(RIN: 1010-AD33) received November 18, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

9719. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Kansas Regulatory Program [SATS No.: KS- 
024-FOR; Docket No.: OSM-2008-0001]Receive 
November 24, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9720. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration's Major" final rule — Pacific Hal- 
ibut Fisheries; Guided Sport Charter Vessel 
Fishery for Halibut [Docket No. 0808211134- 
81140-01] (RIN: 0648-AX21) received December 
3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9721. A letter from the Assistant Adminis- 
trator, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration's review of the management plans for 
Cordell Bank, Gulf of the Farallones, and 
Monterey Bay national marine sanctuaries; 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9722. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Operations, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration's final rule — 
Taking of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Commercial Fishing Operations; Atlantic 
Whale Take Reduction Plan [Docket No.: 
080123076-8078-01] (RIN: 0648-XF27) received 
November 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9723. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NNMS, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration's final rule — 
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 630 in 
the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 071106671- 
8010-02] (RIN: 0648-XK72) received December 
3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9724. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Pacific Halibut Fish- 
eries; Subsistence Fishing [Docket No.: 
080310411-8949-02] (RIN: 0648-AU14) received 
December 3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 
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9725. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Non-Amer- 
ican Fisheres Act Crab Vessels Catching Pa- 
cific Cod for Processing by the Inshore Com- 
ponent in the Central Regulatory Area of the 
Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 071106671-8010-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XK7) received December 3, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

9726. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Non-Amer- 
ican Fisheries Act Crab Vessels Catching Pa- 
cific Cod for Processing by the Inshore Com- 
ponent in the Western Regulatory Area of 
the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 071106671- 
8010-02] (RIN: 0648-XK97) received December 
3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9727. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration's final rule — 
Fisheries of the Exclusive Eeconomic Zone 
Off Alaska; Pollock in Statistical Area 620 in 
the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No.: 071106671- 
8010-02] (RIN: 0648-XK32) received December 
3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9728. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Deep-Water Species Fishery 
by Vessels Using Trawl Gear in the Gulf of 
Alaska [Docket No.: 071106671-8010-02] (RIN: 
0648-XK53) received December 3, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

9729. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva- 
tion and Management Act Provisions; Fish- 
eries of the Northeastern United States; At- 
lantic Sea Scallop Fishery; Closure of the 
Limited Access General Category Scallop 
Fishery to Individual Fishing Quota Scallop 
Vessels [Docket No.: 070817467-8554-02] (RIN: 
0648-XK82) received December 3, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

9730. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Northern Rockfish in the 
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas- 
ka [Docket No.: 071106671-8010-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XL00) received December 3, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9731. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Administrator For Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; 
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Pacific 
Coast Groundfish Fishery; Biennial Speci- 
fications and Management Measures; 
Inseason Adjustment; Correction [Docket 
No.: 0809231252-81272-01] (RIN: 0648-AX28) re- 
ceived December 3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 


24501 


9732. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Northern Rockfish in the 
Western Regulatory Area of the Gulf of Alas- 
ka [Docket No.: 071106671-8010-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XL00) received December 3, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

9733. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Atka Mackerel in the Ber- 
ing Sea and Aleutian Island Management 
Area [Docket No.: 071106673-8011-02] (RIN: 
0648-XL42) received November 18, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

9734. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce- 
anic and atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration's final rule — 
Fisheries of the Northeastern United States; 
Atlantic  Bluefish  Fishery; Commercial 
Quota Harvested for Massachusetts [Docket 
No.: 071212833-8179-02] (RIN: 0648-XK04) re- 
ceived December 3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9735. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Fish and Wildlife and Parks, National 
Park Service, transmitting the Service’s 
final rule — National Park System Units in 
Alaska (RIN: 1024-AD69) received November 
12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

9736. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the 2007 annual report 
on the activities and operations of the Public 
Integrity Section, Criminal Division, pursu- 
ant to 28 U.S.C. 529; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

9737. A letter from the Federal Liaison Of- 
ficer, Department of Commerce, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Miscella- 
neous Changes to Trademark Rules of Prac- 
tice [Docket No.: P'TO-T-2005-0018] (RIN: 0651- 
AB89) received November 19, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

9738. A letter from the Federal Liaison Of- 
ficer, Department of Commerce, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Changes 
to Representation of Others before the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
[Docket No.: P'TO-C-2005-0013] (RIN: 0651- 
AB55) received November 19, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

9739. A letter from the Federal Liaison Of- 
ficer, Department of Commerce, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Fiscal 
Year 2009 Changes to Patent Cooperation 
Treaty Transmittal and Search Fees [Docket 
No.: P'TO-P-2008-0023] (RIN: 0651-AC28) re- 
ceived November 13, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

9740. A letter from the Regulatory Spe- 
cialist, Department of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule — Rules 
of Practice and Procedure; Civil Money Pen- 
alty Inflation Adjustments [Docket ID: OCC- 
2008-0020] (RIN: 1557-AD11) received Novem- 
ber 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

9741. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
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Directives; Rolls-Royce plc RB211-585E4-37, 
RB211-535E4-B-37, and КВ211-535Е4-В-75 Se- 
ries Turbofan Engines [Docket No.: FAA- 
2007-29343; Directorate Identifier 2000-NE-13- 
AD; Amendment 39-15721; AD 2008-22-24] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received November 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9742. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's Major" final rule — Con- 
gestion Management Rule for LaGuardia 
Airport [Docket No. FAA-2006-25709] (RIN: 
2120-A170) received November 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9743. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's Major" final rule — Con- 
gestion Management Rule for John F. Ken- 
nedy International Airport and Newark Lib- 
erty International Airport; Correction 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0517; Amdt. No. 93-88] 
(RIN: 2120-AJ28) received November 14, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9744. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Con- 
gestion Management Rule for LaGuardia 
Airport; Correction [Docket No. FAA-2006- 
25709; Amendment No. 93-87] (RIN: 2120-AI70) 
received November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9745. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Con- 
gestion Management Rule for LaGuardia 
Airport; Correction [Docket No. FAA-2006- 
25709; Amendment No. 93-87] (RIN: 2120-AI70) 
received November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9746. A letter from the Trial Attorney, De- 
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Elec- 
tronically Controlled Pneumatic Brake Sys- 
tems [Docket No. FRA-2006-26175, Notice No. 
4] (RIN: 2130-AB84) received November 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9747. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Eurocopter France Model А9332 
C, L, L1 and L2 Helicopters [Docket No.: 
FAA-2008-0430; Directorate Identifier 2007- 
SW-42-AD; Amendment 39-15694; AD 2008-21- 
10] (RIN:2120-AA64) received November 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9748. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-2C10 
(Regional Jet Series 700, 701, & 702), CL-600- 
2D15 (Regional Jet Series 705), and CL-600- 
2D24 (Regional Jet Series 900) Airplanes 
[Docket No.: FAA-2008-0623; Directorate 
Identifier 2008-NM-089-AD; Amendment 39- 
15699; AD 2008-22-04] (RIN:2120-A A64) received 
November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9749. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Saab AB, Saab Aerosystems 
Model SAAB 2000 Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2008-0848; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
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NM-082-AD; Amendment 39-15702; AD 2008-22- 
07] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9750. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Dassault Model Mystere-Falcon 
900, Falcon 900EX, and Falcon 2000 Airplanes 
[Docket No.: FAA-2008-0729; Directorate 
Identifi er 2008-NM-052-AD; Amendment 39- 
15700; AD 2008-22-05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received 
November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9751. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Rolls-Royce plc RB211 Trent 553- 
61, 553A2-61, 556-61, 556A2-61, 556B2-61, 560-61, 
and 560A2-61, 560-61, and 560A2-61 Turbofan 
Engines [Docket No.: FAA-2008-1063; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-NE-32-AD ; Amendment 
39-15725; AD 2008-23-04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re- 
ceived November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9752. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus Model A818, A319, A820, 
and A321 Series Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA- 
2008-0342; Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-305- 
AD; Amendment 39-15706; AD 2008-22-10] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received November 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9753. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Empresa Brasileira de 
Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) Model EMB- 
135 Airplanes, and Model EMB-145, — 145ER, 
— 145MR, -145LR, -145XR, -145MP, and -145EP 
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0483; Direc- 
torate Ide ntifier 2008-NM-006-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15716; AD 2008-22-19] (RIN: 2120- 
AA64)received November 14, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9754. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus Model A818, A319, A820, 
and A321 Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2007- 
27011; Directorate Identifier 2006-NM-175-AD; 
Amendment 39-15722; AD 2008-22-01] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received November 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9755. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Allied Ag Cat Productions, Inc. 
Model G-164 Series Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2008-0854; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
CE-050-AD; Amendment 39-15718; AD 2008-22- 
21] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9756. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Dassault Model Falcon 2000EX 
Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0830; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2007-NM-285-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15711 AD 2008-22-15] (RIN: 2120- 
AA64) received November 14, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9757. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
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the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Stemme GmbH & Co. KG Models 
$10 and S10-V Gliders[Docket No.: FAA-2008- 
1161; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-067-AD; 
Amendment 39-15726; AD 2008-23-05] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received November 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9758. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; DG Flugzeugbau GmbH Models 
DG-1000S and DG-1000T Gliders [Docket No.: 
FAA-2008-0989; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
CE-029-AD; Amendment 39-15727; AD 2008-23- 
06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9759. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Pilatus Aircraft Ltd. Model PC-6 
Series Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0990 
Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-060-AD; 
Amendment 39-15724; AD 2008-22-03] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received November 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9760. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Cessna Aircraft Company 150 Air- 
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0790; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-CE-042-AD; Amendment 
39-15715; AD 2008-22-18] (RIN: 2120-А А64) re- 
ceived November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9761. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-2C10 
(Regional Jet Series 700 & 701) Series Air- 
planes and Model CL-600-2D24 (Regional Jet 
Series 900) Series Airplanes [Docket No.: 
FAA-2008-0555; Directorate Identifier 2008 
-NM-074-AD; Amendment 39-15705; AD 2005-13- 
02 R1] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 
14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9762. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; General Electric Company (GE) 
C'T58 Series Turboshaft Engines [Docket No.: 
FAA-2008-0808; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
NE-18-AD; Amendment 39-15712; AD 2008-22- 
16] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9763. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-2B19 
(Regional Jet Series 100 & 440) Airplanes 
[Docket No.: ЕАА-2008-0643; Directorate 
Identifier 2008-NM-094-AD; Amendment 39- 
15698; AD 2008-22-03] (RIN: 2120-А A64) received 
November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9764. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Hawker Beechcraft Corporation 
Model 390 Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2008- 
1127; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-061-AD; 
Amendment 39-15707; AD 2008-22-11] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received November 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 
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9765. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Maryland Air Industries, Inc., 
Model Fairchild F-27 and FH-227 Series Air- 
planes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0734; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-NM-004-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15697; AD 2008-22-02] (RIN: 2120- 
AA64)received November 14, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9766. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; General Electric Company CF6- 
80C2 Seris and CF6-80E1 Series Turbofan En- 
gines [Docket No.: FAA-2007-28367; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2007-NE-19-AD; Amendment 
39-15695; AD 2008-21-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re- 
ceived November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9767. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 737 Airplanes 
[Docket No.: FAA-2008-1166; Directorate 
Identifier 2008-NM-179-AD; Amendment 39- 
15728; AD 2008-23-07] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received 
November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9768. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 757-200 and 757-300 
Series Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2007- 
29343; Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-006-AD; 
Amendment 39-15703; AD 2008-22-28] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received November 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9769. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Army, transmitting copies of the 
report of the Secretary of the Army on Civil 
Works Activities for October 1, 2006 through 
September 30, 2007; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9770. A letter from the Assistant Adminis- 
trator for Legislative and Intergovernmental 
Affairs, National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration, transmitting the Administra- 
tion’s report entitled, ‘‘Office of Education 
Assessment Plan,’’ pursuant to Public Law 
110-69, section 2001(f); to the Committee on 
Science and Technology. 

9771. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Servicemembers’ Group Life Insur- 
ance Traumatic Injury Protection Program 
(RIN: 2900-AN00) received November 25, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

9772. A letter from the Director of Regula- 
tions Management, Department of Veterans 
Affairs, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Assistance to States in Hiring and 
Retaining Nurses at State Veterans Homes 
(RIN: 2900-AM26) received December 2, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

9773. A letter from the Chief, Border Secu- 
rity Regulations Branch, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De- 
partment's ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Importer 
Security Filing and Additional Carrier Re- 
quirements [Docket Number USCBP-2007- 
0077] CRIN: 1651-AA70) received November 25, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

9774. A letter from the Federal Register Li- 
aison Officer, Department of the Treasury, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
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Establishment of the Leona Valley 
Viticultural Area (2007R-281P) [Docket No. 
TTB-2007-0066; T.D. TTB-71; Re: Notice No. 
76] (RIN: 1518-AB49) received November 21, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

9775. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — 26 
CFR 601.601: Rules and regulations. (Also: 
Part 1, 857) (Rev. Proc. 2008-69) received No- 
vember 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9776. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Update for Weighted Average Interest 
Rates, Yield Curves, and Segment Rates [No- 
tice 2008-105] received November 18, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

9777. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Infor- 
mation Reporting for Discharges of Indebted- 
ness [TD 9430] (RIN: 1545-BH99) received No- 
vember 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9778. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — 26 
CFR 601.105: Examination of returns and 
claims for refund, credit, or abatement; de- 
termination of correct tax liability. (Also 
Part 1, 62, 162, 170, 213, 217, 274, 1016; 1.62-2, 
1.162-17, 1.170A-1, 1.213-1, 1.217-2, 1.274-5, 1.1016- 
3.) (Rev. Proc. 2008-72) received December 1, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

9779. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— 2008 Cumulative List of Changes in Plan 
Qualification Requirements [Notice 2008-108] 
received December 1, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9780. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Determination of Housing Cost Amounts 
Eligible for Exclusion or Deduction for 2008 
[Notice 2008-107] received December 1, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

9781. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Clas- 
sification of Certain Foreign Entities [TD 
9483] (RIN: 1545-BH23) received December 1, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

9782. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Pub- 
lication of the Tier 2 Tax Rates — received 
December 1, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9783. A letter from the Commissioner, So- 
cial Security Administration, transmitting a 
consolidated report of the Administration’s 
processing of continuing disability reviews 
for FY 2007; to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

9784. A letter from the Deputy Director, Of- 
fice of Regulations, Office of the Commis- 
sioner, Social Security Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Technical Revisions to Overpayment 
Rules [Docket No. SSA-2007-0093] (RIN: 0960- 
AG02) received November 19, 2008, pursuant 
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to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

9785. A letter from the Deputy Chief Coun- 
sel, Regulations, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department's 
final rule — Rail Transportation Security 
[Docket No. TSA-2006-26514; Amendment Nos. 
1520-5, 1580-(New)] (RIN: 1652-AA51) received 
November 13, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Homeland 
Security. 

9786. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Electricity Delivery and Energy Reliability, 
Department of Energy, transmitting the 
Final Programmatic Environmental Impact 
Statement (PEIS) for the Designation of En- 
ergy Corridors on Federal Land in the 11 
Western States, pursuant to Section 368 of 
the Energy Policy Act of 2005; jointly to the 
Committees on Energy and Commerce and 
Natural Resources. 

9787. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's report entitled, 
“Report to Congress on the Evaluation of 
the Cancer Prevention and Treatment Dem- 
onstration for Racial and Ethnic Minori- 
ties," pursuant to Public Law 106-554; jointly 
to the Committees on Energy and Commerce 
and Ways and Means. 

9788. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's report on the 
Demonstration of Coverage of Chiropractic 
Services, pursuant to Public Law 108-173, sec- 
tion 651; jointly to the Committees on En- 
ergy and Commerce and Ways and Means. 

9789. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's Major" 
final rule — Medicaid Program; State Allot- 
ments for Payment of Medicare Part B Pre- 
miums for Qualifying Individuals: Federal 
Fiscal Year 2008 and Federal Fiscal Year 2009 
[CMS-2290-IFC] (RIN: 0938-AP38) received No- 
vember 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); jointly to the Committees on 
Ways and Means and Energy and Commerce. 

9790. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's report entitled, 
*Evaluation of Medicare Advantage Special 
Needs Plans," pursuant to Public Law 108- 
173; jointly to the Committees on Ways and 
Means and Energy and Commerce. 

9791. A letter from the Senior Counsel, De- 
partment of the Treasury, transmitting the 
Department's final rule — Regulations Per- 
taining to Mergers, Acquisitions, and Take- 
overs by Foreign Persons (RIN: 1505-AB88) 
received November 25, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees 
on Financial Services, Energy and Com- 
merce, and Foreign Affairs. 

9792. A letter from the Senior Regulatory 
Officer, Wage and Hour Div., Department of 
Labor, transmitting the Department’s 
*Major" final rule — The Family and Med- 
ical Leave Act of 1993 (RIN: 1215-AB35) re- 
ceived November 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees 
on Education and Labor, House Administra- 
tion, and Oversight and Government Reform. 


—— 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 

Mr. FRANK: Committee on Financial Serv- 
ices. H.R. 6871. A bill to amend the Expedited 
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Funds Availability Act to provide а 1-те 
adjustment in certain dollar amounts to ac- 
count for inflation over the 21 years since 
the enactment of such Act, to provide for fu- 
ture adjustments of such amounts on a reg- 
ular basis, and for other purposes (Rept. 110- 
917). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 1533. Resolution waiving а 
requirement of clause 6(a) of Rule XIII with 
respect to consideration of certain resolu- 
tions reported from the Committee on Rules 
(Rept. 110-918). Referred to the House Cal- 
endar. 


— M € 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions were introduced 
and severally referred, as follows: 


By Mrs. BLACKBURN (for herself, Mr. 
PAUL, Mr. GOHMERT, and Mr. BURTON 
of Indiana): 

Н.В. 7308. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to ensure that all tax- 
payers have the ability to deduct State and 
local general sales taxes; to the Committee 
on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. GOHMERT (for himself, Mr. 
SHADEGG, Mrs. BLACKBURN, Mr. CAR- 
TER, Mr. FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. 
PENCE, Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. SES- 
SIONS, Mr. MCCOTTER, Mrs. MYRICK, 
Mr. Saul, Mr. AKIN, Mr. MCHENRY, 
Mrs. DRAKE, Mrs. MCMORRIS ROD- 
GERS, Mrs. BACHMANN, Mr. GARRETT 
of New Jersey, Mr. PRICE of Georgia, 
Mr. PAUL, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, 
and Mr. MACK): 

Н.В. 7309. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to suspend employment 
and income taxes for the first two months of 
2009, and for other purposes; to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition 
to the Committee on Financial Services, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic- 
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Ms. DEGETTE (for herself, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, Mrs. CAPPS, Ms. BALD- 
WIN, Mr. NADLER, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, 
and Mr. WAXMAN): 

H.R. 7310. A bill to prohibit the implemen- 
tation or enforcement of certain regulations; 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

By Mr. BERMAN (for himself, Mr. 
SMITH of New Jersey, Mr. CONYERS, 
Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN, Mr. SCOTT of Vir- 
ginia, Mr. FORTENBERRY, and Ms. ZOE 
LOFGREN of California): 

H.R. 7311. A bill to authorize appropria- 
tions for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 for the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, 
to enhance measures to combat trafficking 
in persons, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addi- 
tion to the Committees on Energy and Com- 
merce, and the Judiciary, for а period to be 
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in 
each case for consideration of such provi- 
sions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mr. CLEAVER: 

H.R. 7812. A bill to prohibit the selling and 
counterfeiting of tickets for a Presidential 
inaugural ceremony; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

By Mr. McHUGH (for himself and Mr. 
DAVIS of Illinois): 
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H.R. 7313. A bill to amend chapter 89 of 
title 5, United States Code, to allow the 
United States Postal Service to pay its share 
of contributions for annuitants' health bene- 
fits out of the Postal Service Retiree Health 
Benefits Fund; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

By Mr. MICHAUD: 

H.R. 7314. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to provide tax relief to the 
unemployed, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. REHBERG: 

H.R. 7315. A bill to suspend for 2008 and 2009 
the required minimum distribution rules for 
certain defined contribution plans; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself, 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. WILSON of 
South Carolina, and Mr. BOOZMAN): 

H.R. 7316. A bill to restrict nuclear co- 
operation with the United Arab Emirates, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Com- 
mittee on Rules, for a period to be subse- 
quently determined by the Speaker, in each 
case for consideration of such provisions as 
fall within the jurisdiction of the committee 
concerned. 

By Mr. WILSON of South Carolina: 

H.R. 7317. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to conduct a study on the 
acquisition of à parcel of land adjacent to 
Beaufort National Cemetery, Beaufort, 
South Carolina; to the Committee on Vet- 
erans' Affairs. 

By Mr. WILSON of South Carolina: 

H.R. 7318. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to acquire а parcel of land 
adjacent to Beaufort National Cemetery, 
Beaufort, South Carolina; to the Committee 
on Veterans' Affairs, and in addition to the 
Committee on Ways and Means, for a period 
to be subsequently determined by the Speak- 
er, in each case for consideration of such pro- 
visions as fall within the jurisdiction of the 
committee concerned. 

By Mrs. McCARTHY of New York (for 
herself, Mr. BERMAN, Ms. Ros- 
LEHTINEN, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Mr. 
ROYCE, Mr. WILSON of South Caro- 
lina, Mr. ACKERMAN, Mr. CROWLEY, 
Mr. COHEN, Mr. PASCRELL, Mr. WEI- 
NER, Mr. Dicks, Mr. SCHIFF, Mr. HIG- 
GINS, Mr. HINOJOSA, Mr. MATHESON, 
Ms. McCoLLuM of Minnesota, Mr. 
CARDOZA, Ms. LEE, Ms. HIRONO, Mr. 
Towns, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. 
MORAN of Virginia, Mr. KIRK, Mr. WU, 
Mr. KENNEDY, Ms. HARMAN, Mr. 
ETHERIDGE, Mrs. MYRICK, Mr. DAVIS 
of Illinois, Mr. VISCLOSKY, Mr. CUM- 
MINGS, Mr. HASTINGS of Florida, Mr. 
NADLER, Mr. MOORE of Kansas, Mr. 
HOLT, Mr. CARNEY, Mrs. MILLER of 
Michigan, Mr. MURPHY of Con- 
necticut, Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
of Texas, Mr. HODES, Mr. LANGEVIN, 
Ms. SUTTON, Mr. MCGOVERN, Mr. 
GUTIERREZ, Mrs. CAPPS, Mr. SHIMKUS, 
Mr. ROTHMAN, Mr. LINDER, Mrs. 
MALONEY of New York, Mr. PALLONE, 
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. MCNERNEY, and Mr. 
PASTOR): 

H. Res. 1532. A resolution condemning the 
November 26, 2008, terrorist attacks in 
Mumbai, India, and expressing sympathy to 
the innocent victims from India and around 
the world; to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 
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PRIVATE BILLS AND 
RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 3 of rule XII, private 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re- 
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. GUTIERREZ: 


H.R. 7319. A bill for the relief of Simeon 
Simeonov, Stela Simeonova, Stoyan 
Simeonov, and Vania Simeonova; to the 


Committee on the Judiciary. 
By Mr. GUTIERREZ: 
H.R. 7320. A bill for the relief of Rebeca 
Rojas de Guzman; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 


ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 


Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to publie bills and resolu- 
tions as follows: 


. 661: Ms. HARMAN. 

. 2266: Mr. WEINER. 

: Mr. ABERCROMBIE. 

: Mr. WEINER. 

: Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 
: Mr. HARE. 

5 : Mr. PETRI. 

H.R. 5734: Mr. PASTOR, Mr. NEAL of Massa- 
chusetts, and Mr. WEINER. 

H.R. 5927: Mr. BISHOP of Georgia, Mr. CAPU- 
ANO, Mr. CLAY, Mr. ELLISON, Mr. ETHERIDGE, 
Ms. GIFFORDS, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. GRI- 
JALVA, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. JACKSON of Illinois, 
Ms. MOCOLLUM of Minnesota, Mr. 
MCDERMOTT, Mrs. MALONEY of New York, 
Mr. MARKEY, Mr. MICHAUD, Mr. MOORE of 
Kansas, Mr. PRICE of North Carolina, Mr. 
RANGEL, Mr. ScHIFF, Mr. SHERMAN, Mr. 
SIRES, Mr. SNYDER, Mr. STARK, and Mr. 
TOWNS. 

H.R. 5935: Mr. TIM MURPHY of Pennsyl- 


. 6184: Mr. BILBRAY. 

. 6157: Mr. HINCHEY. 

. 6201: Mr. HARE. 

. 6597: Mrs. MALONEY of New York. 
: Ms. HARMAN. 

: Mr. WALSH of New York. 

. MOORE of Kansas. 

. HONDA. 

. WHITFIELD of Kentucky. 


LUNGREN of California, Mr. GOODE, Mr. GAR- 
RETT of New Jersey, Mr. WILSON of South 
Carolina, Mr. ROSKAM, Mrs. BONO-MACK, Mr. 
ELLSWORTH, Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia, Mr. 
HOEKSTRA, Mr. MCHUGH, Mr. COBLE, Mr. 
WOLF, Mr. SENSENBRENNER, Mr. PETRI, Mr. 
SESSIONS, and Mr. KIRK. 

H.R. 7281: Mr. FILNER. 

H.R. 7296: Mr. STARK, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. 
ScoTT of Virginia, Mr. MCDERMOTT, Ms. LEE, 
and Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. 

H.J. Res. 101: Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER, and Ms. KAPTUR. 

H. Res. 1037: Mr. BAIRD. 

H. Res. 1064: Mr. COURTNEY. 

H. Res. 1120: Mr. MCCAUL of Texas. 

H. Res. 1397: Mr. ACKERMAN. 

H. Res. 1475: Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. 

H. Res. 1531: Ms. LEE, Mr. STARK, Mr. 
FRANK of Massachusetts, Mrs. MALONEY of 
New York, Mr. PASTOR, and Mr. LEWIS of 
Georgia. 


December 9, 2008 
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 


CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 
ORRICK HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL 
TEAM 


HON. IKE SKELTON 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, let me 
take this opportunity to congratulate the Orrick 
High School Football Team on winning the 
Missouri Class 1 Football Championship. The 
team, led by Coach Pat Richard, won the 
game in double overtime against Thayer High. 
The Orrick Bearcats headed into the title 
game as a perfect 14-0 team ready to play. 
From a team that had its struggles in the early 
2000s, this group has come a long way and 
has achieved the ultimate State prize. The 
thrilling win exemplifies the drive and ambition 
of these young men. | would like to share their 
success with you, Madam Speaker, and | am 
confident that my colleagues will echo my 
praise. 


CUT NUCLEAR WEAPONS BUDGET 
HON. BARNEY FRANK 


OF MASSACHUSETTS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, in a thoughtful and well documented 
article in the Boston Globe for December 3, 
Joseph Cirincione makes a very persuasive 
case for putting significant reductions in our 
nuclear weapons budget at the head of the list 
of budget savings President-elect Obama in- 
tends to make. Mr. Cirincione is the president 
of Ploughshares, and some of us remember 
the good work he did as a staff member work- 
ing on trying to fashion a sensible nuclear 
weapons policy years ago in the House. He 
speaks with a great deal of knowledge and | 
am very pleased that someone as responsible 
and well informed as Mr. Cirincione has come 
forward to make this case. As he says in his 
article, the President “can cut obsolete pro- 
grams and transfer tens of billions of dollars 
per year to pressing conventional military and 
domestic programs.” 

Madam Speaker, no rational solution to the 
problem of an ever-increasing budget deficit 
can be imagined that does not include signifi- 
cant reductions in the rate of military spend- 
ing. Joseph Cirincione demonstrates how this 
can be done in a way that does no damage 
whatsoever to our national security and | ask 
that the article be printed here. 

[From the Boston Globe, Dec. 3, 2008] 
NEED CASH? CUT NUCLEAR WEAPONS BUDGET 
(By Joseph Cirincione) 

President-Elect Barack Obama needs 
money, ‘‘To make the investments we need," 


he said last week, ‘‘we’ll have to scour our 
federal budget, line by line, and make mean- 
ingful cuts and sacrifices, as well." 

There is no better place to start than the 
nuclear weapons budget. He can cut obsolete 
programs and transfer tens of billions of dol- 
lars per year to pressing conventional mili- 
tary and domestic programs. 

Transfers to domestic programs will help 
jumpstart the economy. Military spending 
provides some economic stimulus but not as 
much as targeted domestic spending. This is 
one reason Representative Barney Frank has 
called for a 25 percent reduction in military 
budgets that have exploded from. 305 billion 
in fiscal year 2001 to $716 billion in fiscal 
year 2009, including the $12 billion spent 
every month for wars in Iraq and Afghani- 
stan. 

We must, of course, spend what we need to 
defend the country. But a good part of the 
military budget is still devoted to programs 
designed for the Cold War, which ended al- 
most 20 years ago. This is particularly true 
of the $31 billion spent each year to maintain 
and secure a nuclear arsenal of almost 5,400 
nuclear weapons, with 1,500 still deployed on 
missiles ready to launch within 15 minutes. 

We can safely reduce to 1,000 total weap- 
ons, as recommended by Senator JOHN 
KERRY and other nuclear experts. That re- 
duction would save over $20 billion a year, 
according to the Center for Strategic and 
Budgetary Assessments. 

The reductions could be done without any 
sacrifice to US national security, particu- 
larly if the Russians did the same (as they 
indicated they’d be willing to do) either by a 
negotiated treaty or the kind of unilateral 
reductions executed by former presidents 
George H.W. Bush and Mikhail Gorbachev in 
1991. 

The arsenal of 1,000 warheads could be de- 
ployed on 10 safe and secure Trident sub- 
marines, each with enough weapons to dev- 
astate any nation. In total, the smaller, 
cheaper arsenal would still be sufficient to 
destroy the world several times over. Fur- 
ther reductions would generate further sav- 
ings over time. 

Additional savings are available in the re- 
lated anti-missile programs created during 
the Bush administration. Total spending is 
now $13 billion à year—up from $4 billion in 
2000. Bush and former secretary of defense 
Donald Rumsfeld exempted the agency from 
the normal checks of Pentagon tests and 
procurement rules in an effort to institu- 
tionalize the program, locking in the next 
president, Obama will inherit half-built fa- 
cilities in Alaska and California, along with 
plans to build new sites in Poland and the 
Czech Republic, but no assurance that the 
interceptors actually work—and a huge bill 
to pay. If Obama were to continue the pro- 
gram as is, he would spend an estimated $62 
billion through 2012. 

In а congressional review of these pro- 
grams, Representative John Tierney of Mas- 
sachusetts concluded, ‘‘Since the 1980s, tax- 
payers have already spent $120 to $150 bil- 
lion—more time and more money than we 
Spent on the Manhattan project or the Apol- 
lo program, with no end in sight." Tierney 
recommends refocusing the program to con- 


centrate on defenses against the short-range 
weapons Iran and other nations currently 
field, and restoring realistic testing and real- 
istic budgeting. Doing so could save $6 bil- 
lion or more a year. 

Further savings can be found by stopping а 
planned expansion of nuclear weapons pro- 
duction facilities pushed by contractors and 
some government nuclear laboratories. The 
facilities would cost tens of billions of dol- 
lars and produce hundreds of new nuclear 
warheads. Secretary of Defense Robert Gates 
strongly backs the expansion. In a direct 
challenge to Obama's plans to reduce nuclear 
weapons and ratify the Comprehensive Test 
Ban Treaty, Gates said in October, ‘‘there is 
absolutely no way we can maintain a cred- 
ible deterrent and reduce the number of 
weapons in our stockpile without either re- 
sorting to testing our stockpile or pursuing 
a modernization program." Obama will have 
to back him down or pony up billions to pay 
Gate's nuclear tab. 

What will the new president do? He comes 
to office with a comprehensive nuclear pol- 
icy that could save billions. Obama will now 
have to show that this new security team 
will implement the change he promised, not 
their own parochial agendas. 


— E Ree 


HONORING ASSISTANT DEAN EVE 

KLOTHEN, RECIPIENT OF THE 
2000 FATHER ROBERT DRINAN 
AWARD 


HON. ROBERT E. ANDREWS 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. ANDREWS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor Assistant Dean Eve Klothen for 
receiving the 2009 Father Robert Drinan 
Award. This prestigious award is given by the 
American Association of Law Schools in rec- 
ognition of outstanding contributions to pro 
bono activities and public service. 

Assistant Dean Klothen's distinguished ca- 
reer has included service as a legal services 
lawyer in Georgia, director of the Philadelphia 
Volunteers for the Indigent Program, and di- 
rector of the Philadelphia Bar Foundation. Dur- 
ing Assistant Dean Klothen's service in these 
positions, she has successfully created pro- 
grams to help the less fortunate while also 
mentoring students and young professionals. 
Assistant Dean Klothen has worked tirelessly 
over the course of her career to instill the val- 
ues of public service and expand opportunities 
for students to participate in pro bono activi- 
ties. During Assistant Dean Klothen's tenure at 
Rutgers Law School, she has been central to 
efforts to create a number of programs, includ- 
ing the Pro Bono Research Project, new pro 
bono projects in areas such as tax assistance 
and immigration, and leadership training for 
students at nearby law schools. 

Assistant Dean Klothen's record of serving 
low income clients in south Jersey and Phila- 
delphia is exceptional. This reputation, along 
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with her remarkable leadership in advising the 
next generation of outstanding legal minds, 
clearly demonstrates why Assistant Dean 
Klothen is very deserving of the 2009 Father 
Robert Drinan award. 

Madam Speaker, | congratulate Assistant 
Dean Klothen on this achievement and wish 
her the best of luck in future endeavors. 


EE 


ASIAN AMERICAN MEDICAL 
ASSOCIATION 32ND ANNUAL GALA- 


HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 


OF INDIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
sincere admiration that | recognize the Asian 
American Medical Association, which will be 
hosting its 32nd Annual Gala on Saturday, No- 
vember 8, 2008, at the Avalon Manor in 
Merrillville, Indiana. Each year, the Asian 
American Medical Association pays tribute to 
prominent, outstanding citizens and organiza- 
tions for their contributions to the community. 
In recognition of their efforts, these honorees 
are awarded the prestigious Crystal Globe 
Award each year at this annual banquet. 

The Asian American Medical Association 
has always been a great asset to Northwest 
Indiana. Its members have selflessly dedicated 
themselves to providing quality medical serv- 
ice to the residents of Indiana’s First Congres- 
sional District, and they have always dem- 
onstrated exemplary service through their 
many cultural, scholastic, and charitable en- 
deavors. 

At this year’s charity ball, the Asian Amer- 
ican Medical Association will present the Crys- 
tal Globe Award to one of Northwest Indiana’s 
finest citizens, Mr. James Gagan. Born in Chi- 
cago, Illinois оп May 6, 1930, James Law- 
rence Gagan learned the importance of serv- 
ing his community from a young age. This 
would become evident in his two separate 
stints in the United States Army between 1948 
and 1954. Following his military service, Jim, 
as he is known by those closest to him, relo- 
cated to Northwest Indiana in 1956 and 
worked as a finance company manager until 
1958. At that time, he founded a collection 
and prorating business now owned and oper- 
ated by his brother, Larry. An astute business- 
man, Mr. Gagan later moved on to the oil in- 
dustry when, in 1963, he founded United Penn 
Oil and Gas Company. Focusing on the leas- 
ing, drilling, and production of oil and gas 
wells, the company expanded to serve an 
area covering nine states. Remarkably, Jim’s 
entrepreneurial success did not end there. In 
1971, he conceived a new company that in- 
corporated with United Consumers Club, Inc. 
Now known as Direct Buy, this company is 
now the most successful private buying club in 
the world, with more than one million mem- 
bers and 163 locations throughout the United 
States and Canada. Beginning with the vision 
of Jim Gagan, Direct Buy has become the 
gold standard in the merchandising industry. 
Mr. Gagan’s impressive contributions to his in- 
dustry are truly a source of pride for the First 
Congressional District. In addition, Jim has 
also been a partner in the development of one 
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of California’s premier golf clubs, Big Horn 
Country Club in Palm Desert, California, which 
has gained national recognition, and he has 
been an active participant in the restoration of 
Innsbrook Country Club, one of Indiana’s old- 
est golf courses. 

While his résumé is already impressive in 
and of itself, it is his service to those in need 
throughout the Nation that is most astonishing. 
Entirely funded by profits from Direct Buy, Jim 
formed the Friendship Foundation in May of 
1985. This outstanding foundation, like Jim, is 
solely focused on improving the quality of life 
for those who are in need. Since its inception, 
the Friendship Foundation has contributed, 
both locally and nationally, to many people 
through organizations such as: Habitat for Hu- 
manity, the Salvation Army, Christian Haven 
Homes, Shults-Lewis Homes, Ronald McDon- 
ald House, The Caring Place, Baptist Chil- 
dren's Homes, Visiting Nurses Association, 
Meals on Wheels, Hebrew Association for the 
Deaf, Greater Hammond Community Center, 
Special Olympics, Opportunity Enterprises, 
Wycliffe Bible Translators, Respite Care Serv- 
ices, Boys and Girls Clubs of America, Boy 
Scouts of America, Lake County Child Abuse 
Center, Hospice Home Care, Children's Me- 
morial Hospitals of Indianapolis and Chicago, 
as well as many local food pantries, churches, 
and civic charities. Also, through Direct Buy, 
local nursing homes have annually received 
more than 1,500 Christmas gifts, consisting of 
much needed goods, and more than 1,000 
children have had a brighter Christmas thanks 
to their efforts through the local Angel Tree 
project. For his efforts on behalf of his com- 
munity, Jim has received many honors, includ- 
ing the prestigious Sagamore of the Wabash, 
presented by the governor of the State of Indi- 
ana, in 1981. 

Madam Speaker, | ask that you and my 
other distinguished colleagues join me in com- 
mending the Asian American Medical Associa- 
tion, as well as this years Crystal Globe 
Award recipient, Mr. James Gagan, for their 
outstanding contributions to their communities 
and beyond. Their unwavering commitment to 
improving the quality of life for the people of 
Northwest Indiana and throughout the United 
States is truly inspirational. For these reasons, 
the Asian American Medical Association, its 
members, and Mr. Gagan are to be recog- 
nized, and | am proud to serve as their rep- 
resentative in Washington, DC. 


ES 


IN RECOGNITION OF E. & J. GALLO 
WINERY’S 75TH ANNIVERSARY 


HON. DENNIS A. CARDOZA 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. CARDOZA. Madam Speaker, | along 
with Congressman COSTA rise today to com- 
memorate the 75th anniversary of E. & J. 
Gallo Winery, a historic company that em- 
bodies California's agricultural prestige. Over 
the last 75 years, E. & J. Gallo Winery has 
transformed the winemaking industry in the 
United States and has made significant con- 
tributions to the economic strength and vitality 
of California. 
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Following the Prohibition era in 1933, two 
brothers, Ernest and Julio Gallo, decided to 
start their own winery. After discovering an old 
University of California pamphlet оп 
winemaking in the basement of the Modesto 
Library, they began their business with only 
$5,900 on hand, a keen business sense, and 
an entrepreneurial spirit. Over time, they grew 
their small, family-owned business into one of 
the largest wineries in the world. 

The Gallo brothers recognized the fertile soil 
of the San Joaquin Valley as an ideal location 
for starting a winery. Competing against hun- 
dreds of startup wineries across California fol- 
lowing Prohibition, they quickly rose to the top 
by making wine affordable to everyday people 
instead of marketing solely to the upper eche- 
lons of society. Their business model caught 
on and E. & J. Gallo Winery quickly became 
one of the most respected in the business. 

Decades later, E. & J. Gallo Winery has be- 
come one of the most influential wineries 
worldwide, with over 60 unique wines from a 
wide variety of locales. They have made a 
commitment to environmentally sustainable 
farming and have become a model for the rest 
of the industry. The Gallo Winery employs 
4,600 people in the state of California, pro- 
viding critical highly skilled employment oppor- 
tunities in the San Joaquin Valley. 

E. & J. Gallo Winery has been honored with 
countless awards for achievement in 
winemaking, including the American Society of 
Enologists Merit Award—the wine industry's 
highest honor—in 1964 for outstanding leader- 
ship in the wine industry, the Gold Vine Award 
from the Brotherhood of the Knights of the 
Vine wine fraternity, the 1983 Distinguished 
Service Award from The Wine Spectator, and 
the Winery of the Year Award in both 1996 
and 1998 by the San Francisco International 
Wine Competition. 

Few companies rival the generous spirit of 
E. & J. Gallo Winery. Throughout the state of 
California, they invested in local communities, 
including an endowment for the Gallo Center 
for the Arts in Modesto, and the establishment 
of the Ernest Gallo Clinic and Research Cen- 
ter at the University of California at San Fran- 
cisco for research into genetic, biochemical 
and neurobiological aspects of alcohol abuse. 

Madam Speaker, it is our great honor and 
privilege to recognize E. & J. Gallo Winery on 
the advent of their 75th anniversary. Their 
contributions to the wine industry, to agri- 
culture, and to the San Joaquin Valley are an 
inspiration to us all and we continue to wish 
them great success for many years to come. 


se 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
RETIREMENT OF DIANA HART 


HON. RALPH REGULA 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. REGULA. Madam Speaker, as you 
know, | will be retiring from this House at the 
conclusion of this Congress, but today | rise to 
pay tribute to a member of my staff, Diana 
Hart, who will also be retiring from service in 
this House. 

A native of New Orleans, Diana lived in 
Germany for many years but decided to make 
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the Washington area her home in the 1980s. 
Diana holds an associates degree in paralegal 
studies and joined my staff in 1986. As our of- 
fice manager, Diana is also usually the first 
person a visitor to my office meets or a caller 
speaks with. Over these nearly 22 years of 
serving constituents and assisting guests, 
Diana has provided a warm welcome and a 
helpful demeanor with a continued focus on 
our office motto of "Constituents First." 

Over the years, we have come to know 
Diana as a cat lover who is extremely devoted 
to her two cats. However, recently a new pas- 
sion has inched its way into Diana's heart. 
That passion is her new grandson and her 
Soon-to-arrive granddaughter. In her retire- 
ment, Diana is looking forward to being able to 
spend more time with both her grandchildren 
and her cats, and we all wish her well as she 
will have more time to pursue these passions. 
We are grateful to Diana for her service. 


ee 


IN HONOR OF JACK AND GENE- 
VIEVE CHAPMAN, THE REAL 
SPIRIT OF THE SEASON 


HON. MICHELE BACHMANN 


OF MINNESOTA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mrs. BACHMANN. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
share a story of two true public servants, Jack 
and Genevieve Chapman of Minnesota. As we 
enter a season when people’s hearts and 
minds are turned to the spirit of giving, these 
two people have lived a life of selflessness 
and charity. 

Jack Chapman of St. Paul was recognized 
by the Army as a Shot Expert Rifleman as an 
ROTC high school student. When Pearl Har- 
bor was attacked, he was an electrical engi- 
neering student at the University of Minnesota. 
One year later, he enlisted in the U.S. Marine 
Corps and was sent to the prestigious Belle- 
vue Radio Materiel School at the U.S. Naval 
Research Lab. His lifelong love of Ham radio 
made him a perfect candidate for the new 
science of radar. He was assigned to the Ma- 
rine Night Fighters in the South Pacific, the 
very first to use radar at night. He earned two 
Bronze Service Stars on the Asiatic-Pacific 
campaign ribbon. Jack also earned the Amer- 
ican Theater Campaign Bar before being hon- 
orably discharged to return home and com- 
plete his college education. 

Genevieve Christgau of Minneapolis pur- 
sued a nursing degree and became a reg- 
istered nurse working in the operating room at 
Asbury Hospital. Her status as essential per- 
sonnel kept her from joining the Army Nurse 
Corps. But, as soon as her status changed, 
she enlisted and was assigned to the 77th 
Field Hospital in December 1944. Her tour 
took her to France where she worked with sol- 
diers preparing to return home. Many had 
come from POW camps and were suffering 
severe malnutrition. Before her honorable dis- 
charge and return to the States, Genevieve 
was stationed in Nuremburg, Germany. When 
she returned home, she resumed nursing; this 
time in the Veterans Hospital in Minneapolis. 
During the Cuban Refugee Crisis, she worked 
at Fort McCoy, WI, and she earned certifi- 
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cation as a Public Health Nurse, helping pro- 
vide early childhood screenings and school 
nursing services. 

Genevieve and Jack married on February 
18, 1949 and continued to live a life of serv- 
ice. Both are active volunteers at Pax Christi 
Catholic Church. They also have been mem- 
bers of "Friday Friends," a group that visits 
Presbyterian Homes, formerly the Eagle Nurs- 
ing Home, and of Bridging, an organization 
that provides household furniture and goods to 
those who need them most. Always putting 
their family at the center of their generous 
Spirits, they have raised seven children, giving 
them 16 grandchildren and three great-grand- 
children. 

These two fine people have lived a life of 
service to their country, their community, and 
their family. They are two of the many unsung 
heroes that make America work, and today I 
rise to sing their praises and to thank them for 
their selflessness. 


ERES 


HONORING GEORGE BARANOWSKI 
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 


OF INDIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great honor and pleasure that | stand before 
you today to recognize one of Northwest Indi- 
ana's finest citizens, Mr. George Baranowski, 
of Schererville, Indiana. George has always 
been a dedicated, distinguished, and honor- 
able citizen, and | can say without hesitation 
that he is one of the most involved individuals 
| have ever known. As a businessman, entre- 
preneur, public official, and an avid volunteer, 
George has served the community in North- 
west Indiana for many years. Through his 
Service, he has brought honor to Americans of 
Polish heritage, and for his efforts, he will be 
honored with the Polish American Congress 
Meritorious Service Award at a banquet taking 
place at The Patio Restaurant in Merrillville, 
Indiana on Sunday, November 2, 2008. 

George Baranowski was born on August 30, 
1957 at Saint Catherine Hospital in East Chi- 
cago, Indiana. He was the third child born to 
immigrant parents, Mieczyslaw (Matt) and 
Janina Baranowski. A lifelong resident of 
Northwest Indiana, George attended Saint 
Casmir Elementary School in Hammond be- 
fore moving on to George Rogers Clark High 
School. Following his graduation from high 
school in 1975, George went on to study Elec- 
trical Engineering Technology at Purdue Uni- 
versity, where he earned both his associate 
and bachelor degrees. 

After receiving his associate degree, George 
began working at the Northern Indiana Public 
Service Company (NIPSCO), where he re- 
mained until the completion of his bachelor 
degree. At that time, he accepted a position in 
management with Acme Steel in Riverdale, Illi- 
nois. Following seven successful years at 
Acme, George moved on in 1995, when he 
accepted a management position at BP 
Amoco in Chicago, Illinois. Recognized for his 
professionalism апа leadership abilities, in 
1999, George was awarded a position as Vice 
President at Prometheus Network Solution, 
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Inc., thus allowing him to obtain one of his life- 
long goals. 

Having accomplished a goal he set forth for 
himself in business, George decided to move 
on, and after working for IBM for a period of 
time, he and his wife went into business for 
themselves. On October 1, 2004, George and 
his wife, Debra, opened their first Allstate In- 
surance Agency in Dyer, Indiana. Since then 
they have achieved great success, having 
been awarded Allstate's prestigious Honor 
Ring, Regional Champion, and Chairman's 
Club Member distinctions. In 2007, they were 
among the elite at Allstate as part of the top 
five percent. It is no surprise the couple 
opened their second branch in 2008. 

Undoubtedly, George Baranowski has been 
extremely successful as a businessman and 
entrepreneur throughout his career. However, 
his efforts on behalf of his community have 
truly set him apart from his peers. As a public 
official, George is currently the Commissioner 
of the Dyer Redevelopment Commission and 
a Trustee for the Lake Central School Board. 
He has also served as Chairman of the Saint 
John Township Board as well as a Legislative 
Committee Member for the Indiana School 
Board Association, serving all of Jasper, Lake, 
Newton, and Porter Counties. He has also 
served as a member of the Chambers of 
Commerce for the communities of Schererville 
and Dyer, for which he is currently the Direc- 
tor. In addition to his many civic responsibil- 
ities, George has also been extremely active 
in various charitable and community-based or- 
ganizations, including: Christmas in April, the 
Lions Club, Masonic Lodge, Scottish Rite, and 
the Polish American Congress. 

A devout family man, George spends much 
of his spare time with not only his business 
partner, but his loving wife of 28 years, Debra. 
George and Debra have two sons, Brett and 
Bryan, and one daughter, Kristy. 

Madam Speaker, George Baranowski has 
given his time and efforts selflessly to the peo- 
ple of his community, and he has served as a 
source of pride for the Polish American com- 
munity. His efforts have touched the hearts of 
many people throughout the years, and at this 
time, | ask that you and all of my distinguished 
colleagues join me in commending him for his 
lifetime of service and dedication. 


Ee 


HONORING THE REVEREND 
GEORGE M. DOCHERTY 


HON. BILL SHUSTER 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. SHUSTER. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor the life and work of the Rev- 
erend George M. Docherty, whose influential 
sermon in 1954 led to the insertion of the 
phrase “under God” in the Pledge of Alle- 
giance. Reverend Docherty passed away on 
Thanksgiving Day in his home in Alexandria, 
PA at the age of 97. 

Reverend Docherty came to the United 
States from Glasgow, Scotland to become the 
pastor of the New York Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, which was attended by President Lin- 
coln in the 1860s and later became known as 
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"Lincoln's church." It is tradition for the Presi- 
dent to attend a special service at the church 
on the Sunday closest to Lincoln's birthday. It 
was during this special service on February 7, 
1954, that Reverend Docherty gave a sermon 
before President Dwight D. Eisenhower calling 
for the Pledge of Allegiance to be amended to 
acknowledge God. Reverend Docherty took 
the phrase "under God" from the Gettysburg 
Address, in which Lincoln said, "this Nation, 
under God, shall have a new birth of free- 
dom." 

Reverend Docherty first heard the Pledge of 
Allegiance from his then 7-year-old son, Garth, 
and was surprised that it made no reference 
to God. He argued in his sermon to the Presi- 
dent that "To omit the words 'under God' in 
the Pledge of Allegiance is to omit the defini- 
tive factor in the American way of life." With- 
out any acknowledgement of God, Reverend 
Docherty said the pledge could apply to nearly 
any nation, including the communist Soviet 
Union. The sermon had an immediate effect 
on President Eisenhower, and several bills 
were introduced in Congress that week to 
amend the Pledge. The bill to add "under 
God" to the Pledge of Allegiance was signed 
into law by President Eisenhower just 4 
months later on Flag Day 1954. 

The Pledge of Allegiance is a national sym- 
bol of unity and a reflection of our shared 
ideals upon which this country was founded, 
and it is with great honor and respect that we 
honor the life and service of Reverend George 
Docherty. Our great thanks go to this remark- 
able individual, and our thoughts and prayers 
are with his family. 
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RECOGNIZING BILL DOUGLASS 
CONVENIENCE STORE HALL OF 
FAME INDUCTEE 


HON. RALPH M. HALL 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. HALL of Texas. Madam Speaker, it is 
my pleasure to rise today to honor an out- 
standing citizen in the Fourth District of Texas 
and my longtime friend, Bill Douglass of Sher- 
man, as a 2008 Convenience Store Hall of 
Fame Inductee. 

This years Convenience Store News Hall of 
Fame induction ceremony in October honored 
Bill as much for his strong character, integrity 
and community service as for his business 
achievements. Bill was honored for his tireless 
efforts on behalf of the convenience and pe- 
troleum retailing industry and for the level of 
integrity that he has upheld over the years. 
The W. Douglass Distributing Company, which 
Bill founded in 1981 and which he serves as 
CEO, is a full-line distributorship and operator 
of the 15-unit Lone Star Food Stores chain 
servicing the region of north Texas and south- 
ern Oklahoma. The company, which began 
with just six employees, has grown to more 
than 280 employees. 

Throughout his career, Bill has been a tire- 
less and effective advocate for the conven- 
ience and petroleum retailing industry. He has 
served as chairman of the General Committee 
of State Relations for the American Petroleum 
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Institute, chairman of the National Association 
of Convenience Stores and director of the 
Texas Petroleum and Convenience Store As- 
Sociation, and he has testified on several oc- 
casions before Congress about issues impor- 
tant to his industry. 

Bill is also a widely recognized and re- 
spected member of the north Texas commu- 
nity, providing financial support and volunteer 
efforts to various local organizations each 
year. In 2002 he and his wife, Joan, were 
named as the Outstanding Employer of Older 
Workers for their strong belief in the value of 
older workers by maintaining an age-balanced 
group of employees. Their winning combina- 
tion of younger workers and their older coun- 
terparts has created a work environment 
where age and experience can assist in train- 
ing, advice and counseling. The company has 
no mandatory retirement age and provides 
flexibility in scheduling of employees' hours. 

Madam Speaker, Bill Douglass is the kind of 
employer who leads by example. These are 
some of the words that his employees used to 
describe him and his family in a full-page 
newspaper ad: "wonderful, inspirational, bril- 
liant, graceful, generous, charitable, tireless, 
encouraging, selfless, devoted, integrity." Bill 
Douglass embodies all of those qualities—and 
| ask my colleagues to join me today in recog- 
nizing this wonderful man and outstanding 
American, Bill Douglass. 
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HONORING LANCE CORPORAL 
EMILIO ALBERT DE LA GARZA, JR. 


HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 


OF INDIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is my 
distinct honor to take this time to recognize Ivy 
Tech Community College as it dedicates its 
East Chicago, Indiana campus and to join the 
institute in paying tribute to its namesake, 
Vietnam War hero Lance Corporal Emilio Al- 
bert De La Garza, Jr. After completing the first 
phase of a new modernization project, Ivy 
Tech will be holding a dedication ceremony on 
Sunday, December 7, 2008 at the campus in 
East Chicago, Indiana. The event will serve 
not only as an opportunity to showcase the 
improvements to the campus and to reaffirm 
its commitment to excellence in higher learn- 
ing, but it will also serve as a chance to reflect 
on the bravery and heroism of one of East 
Chicago’s own. 

Ivy Tech Community College's East Chicago 
campus has served students from Northwest 
Indiana and beyond since 1994. Always com- 
mitted to improving the learning environment 
for its students, the De La Garza campus, 
which began with 376 students and now 
Serves an impressive enrollment of 1,122 stu- 
dents, recently completed the first phase of a 
modernization project. This project, which 
began in July 2006, features improvements to 
general maintenance and enhanced safety 
measures, as well as new and improved con- 
ference rooms and student common areas. 
Phase II of this project, set to begin in January 
2008, will focus on improvements to the class- 
rooms and computer labs. 
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These renovations are the result of the con- 
tinuous outpouring of support from the com- 
munity, offered as a living memory of one of 
Northwest Indiana's finest citizens and great- 
est heroes, Lance Corporal Emilio A. De La 
Garza, Jr. Lance Corporal De La Garza was 
born in East Chicago, Indiana on June 23, 
1949. Following his graduation from East Chi- 
cago Washington High School in 1968, the pa- 
triotic and devoted De La Garza decided to 
serve his country and enlisted in the United 
States Marine Corps. While serving as a ma- 
chine gunner with Company E, Second Bat- 
talion, First Marines, First Marine Division in 
the Republic of Vietnam on April 11, 1970, 
Lance Corporal De La Garza paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. Demonstrating the most selfless act 
imaginable, Lance Corporal De La Garza 
placed himself between two of his fellow Ma- 
rines and a live grenade. While Lance Cor- 
poral De La Garza's life was lost, his coura- 
geous act spared the lives of the other Ma- 
rines. 

Lance Corporal Emilio De La Garza, Jr. per- 
formed the ultimate act of heroism, setting 
aside personal safety for the safety of others. 
For his bravery, Lance Corporal De La Garza 
was posthumously honored by President Rich- 
ard Nixon with the nation's highest honor, the 
Medal of Honor. 

Madam Speaker, | ask you and my other 
distinguished colleagues to join me in com- 
mending Ivy Tech Community College's ad- 
ministrators, faculty, staff, students and mem- 
bers of the community who, over the years, 
have contributed to its success in achieving its 
standard of excellence, as well as in honoring 
the school's namesake, Lance Corporal Emilio 
Albert De La Garza, Jr. The efforts of those in- 
volved have made the De La Garza campus 
a tremendous source of pride of Indiana's First 
Congressional District, and they have made 
the campus a constant reminder of one of 
Northwest Indiana's finest citizens. 


— к 


HONORING AL AUSTIN ON THE 
OCCASION OF HIS 80TH BIRTHDAY 


HON. GINNY BROWN-WAITE 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, | rise today to celebrate the 
life of one of Tampa Bay's finest citizens, AI 
Austin, on the occasion of his upcoming 80th 
birthday. 

A lifelong Floridian, Al grew up on his fam- 
ily’s egg farm in St. Petersburg. After his high 
school graduation and college at the Univer- 
sity of Tampa, Al joined the Coast Guard, 
where he performed admirably in service to 
our Nation. 

Following his military service, А! partnered 
with his family to start a real estate develop- 
ment busienss in the Tampa Bay region. 
Since then his family-owned company has 
contined to grow and helped build the greater 
Tampa community. Without his influence the 
Tampa St. Pete region would not be the eco- 
nomic growth engine for the State that it is 
today. 

In addition to his success in real estate, AI 
and his wife Beverly share a passion for edu- 
cation. After founding the Tampa Preparatory 
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School in the 1970s, they went on to lead 
fundraising campaigns for the refurbishment 
and growth of the University of Tampa cam- 
pus. Their commitment to local charitable or- 
ganizations has truly benefitted thousands of 
people throughout the region. 

In his spare time, Al loves to collect and 
drive classic sports cars. He has also earned 
a reputation as one of the leading Republicans 
in Florida, having worked with State and na- 
tional leaders for the past 40 years to help 
grow and expand the party. Al has also served 
various Florida Governors throughout his ca- 
reer as the head of the Florida Racing Com- 
mission, a member of the Hillsborough Avia- 
tion Authority as well as serving on the Military 
Base Closure Advisory Committee. 

Madam Speaker, | know that Al's upcoming 
birthday celebration will commemorate a life- 
time of hard work and service to others. He 
has a proven track record of giving back and 
helping to make Florida and our Nation better 
and more prosperous places. | know that the 
House will join me in wishing А! a happy 80th 
birthday, with many more to come in the fu- 
ture. 


HONORING M. PAUL REDD 
HON. NITA M. LOWEY 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to recognize M. Paul Redd and the 80th anni- 
versary of the Westchester County Press and 
its contributions to the community. The West- 
chester County Press has published news 
about politics, religion, and social events in 
our district. 

While the Westchester County Press tar- 
geted a broad audience when it was founded 
in 1928, it eventually focused more exclusively 
on religious and social news in the African- 
American community. In 1950, Dr. Alger L. 
Adams bought the newspaper and trans- 
formed it into a publication for black audiences 
to give voice to their contributions to the fabric 
of our society. Decades later, the Press is still 
thriving. 

In 1961, Paul Redd was hired as a col- 
umnist for the Westchester County Press. In 
1986, Mr. Redd purchased the paper, for 
which he now serves as president and pub- 
lisher. For 47 years, Redd has written a col- 
umn, "M. Paul Tells All," which informs his 
readers about politics and opportunities to get 
involved in the political process. 

As a life-long advocate, Paul Redd's inter- 
ests have included employment training for the 
disenfranchised, voter registration, education, 
and civic participation. Redd served as presi- 
dent and chief operating officer of the West- 
chester-Putnam Affirmative Action Program, 
Inc., for over 25 years. The agency's employ- 
ment and training activities have resulted in 
over 5,000 job placements for local residents. 

Madam Speaker, | am proud to recognize 
my good friend M. Paul Redd for his unparal- 
leled contributions to the community through 
the Westchester County Press and other orga- 
nizations, and | urge my colleagues to join me 
in honoring his tremendous accomplishments 
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on the 80th anniversary of the Westchester 
County Press. 


TRIBUTE TO ROBBIE FLOYD- 
HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 


OF INDIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
deep sadness and great respect that | take 
this time to remember one of Northwest Indi- 
ana's finest citizens, Ms. Robbie Floyd of 
Gary, Indiana. Ms. Floyd's many contributions 
to the Northwest Indiana community, as a 
businesswoman, as a civil servant, and as a 
leader within her church, are worthy of our 
deepest admiration. Robbie passed away on 
Sunday, September 28, 2008, but the impact 
and influence she has had on her community 
will surely live on for generations to come. 

Robbie Lorraine Floyd was born in Gunni- 
son, Mississippi to Joseph and Julia Floyd. At 
the age of 8, Robbie relocated to Gary, Indi- 
ana. She attended Froebel High School, one 
of only two schools in the City of Gary with in- 
tegrated classes, where African-American stu- 
dents could attend with other children and re- 
ceive the same education. The type of person 
who always sought to deepen her under- 
standing of different areas, Robbie later en- 
rolled in real estate school and became a li- 
censed realtor. 

Known for her focus and determination, 
Robbie Floyd took on the many challenges life 
brought her, and in spite of the shortage of 
advantages for African-Americans, sought to 
improve the quality of her life and the lives of 
her other family members. In the 1940s, she 
and her father became owner-operators of a 
grocery store, as well as apartment rental 
units in Gary. 

Ms. Floyd, a true activist in the Northwest 
Indiana area, also recognized that having a 
voice at City Hall was essential to social 
progress. Recognizing the respect Robbie had 
in her community, and seeing just how dedi- 
cated an individual she was, then Mayor Peter 
Mandich encouraged her to enter politics. 
Thus she became a Precinct Committee- 
woman twice, first in District 4 and later in Dis- 
trict 3. These positions enabled Robbie to 
serve her constituents by giving them a voice 
and allowing them to acquire the services they 
needed. Later, continuing her service in the 
public sector, Robbie worked as the Adminis- 
trative Assistant/Secretary to two city control- 
lers, George Chacharis and my father, John 
Visclosky, both of whom later became mayors 
of the City of Gary. It is in the City Controller's 
office that | first met Ms. Floyd as a child. 
Robbie kept an eye on me there, and until the 
day of her passing, to make sure | stayed on 
the straight and narrow. 

A true renaissance woman, Robbie Floyd 
was also the first African-American woman to 
serve as a police officer for the Lake County 
Sheriff. As her peers would recall, in breaking 
this glass ceiling, she did so with distinction, 
dignity, honor, and dedication. For her efforts, 
she was honored with the highest accolade 
bestowed upon an individual by the governor 
of the State of Indiana, the Sagamore of the 
Wabash. 
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While she was fully committed to the people 
of Gary and Northwest Indiana, Robbie's com- 
mitment to her faith was equally impressive. 
After confessing Jesus Christ as her Lord and 
Savior with First Baptist Church in Gary, she 
later became a charter member of Christ Bap- 
tist Church. Prior to her passing, Ms. Floyd 
was a key member of her church. For 16 
years, Robbie served as its Financial Sec- 
retary. As her congregation would attest, she 
loved serving others and never failed to aid 
"the stranger," "the friend," or "the child" in 
any way that she could. Robbie was known for 
her ability to help those who needed it most, 
leading to her participation in various church 
ministries, including: the Willing Workers, 
Church School, the Church School Fellowship 
Committee, for which she served as its chair, 
Male Chorus Boosters, and the Pearce Prayer 
and Study Group. 

While Robbie Floyd was always active in 
her community and her church, she cherished 
her time with her family the most. She leaves 
to cherish her memory two daughters, Dr. 
Doris Keys Ward and Debra Floyd; grand- 
nieces, LaTanya Obgiofor, Desnee Flakes, 
and Donna Floyd; grandnephews, Cordell 
(Millicent) Olive and Joseph Floyd, and numer- 
ous great-grandnieces and nephews. She will 
also be greatly missed by her many friends, 
her Pastor, Reverend Dr. Maurice White, Jr., 
and all of the members of Christ Baptist 
Church. 

Madam Speaker, | respectfully ask that you 
and my other distinguished colleagues join me 
in honoring Robbie Lorraine Floyd for her out- 
standing devotion to her community in North- 
west Indiana. Her unselfish and lifelong dedi- 
cation to those in need is worthy of the high- 
est commendation. Robbie’s selflessness was 
an inspiration to us all, and | am proud to 
have represented her in Congress. 


TRIBUTE TO PAUL H. SNIDER 
HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, | would 
like to pay tribute to Paul H. Snider. Paul is a 
loyal American and a fine man. 

Paul grew up in Denair, CA and graduated 
from Turlock High School. After high school he 
entered the U.S. Maritime Service as a radio 
operator. Following his Maritime service, he 
enrolled in Modesto Junior College. While at- 
tending Modesto Junior College, Paul and his 
father started Snider Honey, a business in 
which they marketed and distributed honey to 
retailers. One of those retailers was Tom 
Raley, who at that time had only one store in 
Placerville, but went on to establish the well- 
known chain of Raley’s grocery stores. 

After graduating from Modesto Junior Col- 
lege, Paul joined the National Guard. He was 
sent to Okinawa for 6 months and was honor- 
ably discharged in January 1953. Upon return- 
ing to California, Paul began working for his 
uncle, Stewart Snider, selling Buicks. As was 
the custom in the early 1950s, Paul went 
door-to-door after dinner contacting people 
who had visited the dealership in order to sell 
them a car. 
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In 1956, Paul bought his own Chevy dealer- 
ship in Patterson, CA. In 1966, he bought a 
Volkswagen dealership in Sacramento. Paul's 
Success continued, and at one time he owned 
about one dozen dealerships, including Ford, 
Toyota, Nissan, Volkswagen, Chevy, Pontiac, 
Isuzu, Hyundai, and Infiniti. Paul has managed 
to succeed in business without compromising 
his character; he has remained humble and 
has cared about his many employees. In fact, 
Paul hated it when he was forced to fire 
someone and agonized over the decision each 
time it needed to be made. 

Paul has three children: Shelby, Marcus, 
and Blake. He is an avid hunter and has been 
a member of the Safari Club International, 
Ducks Unlimited, the Lions Club, and the Ro- 
tary Club. He has contributed generously and 
repeatedly to the Red Cross, the Shriners, the 
River Oak Center for Children Foundation (for 
children with developmental disabilities), and 
to Ducks Unlimited and the Safari Club Inter- 
national. Paul is a man who puts his energy 
behind his beliefs, and he has been a faithful 
supporter of many conservative causes. | am 
grateful for his support and friendship and 
wish him well in the years to come. 


OSCAR ELIAS BISCET 
HON. LINCOLN DIAZBALART 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida. 
Madam Speaker, this last December 6 was 
the 9th anniversary of the imprisonment—the 
cruel and unjust imprisonment in a cold and 
damp cell in the most inhuman of conditions— 
of the great Cuban leader in the fight for de- 
mocracy and human rights in that imprisoned 
island, Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet. Dr. Biscet is 
prohibited even from walking in the prison's 
yard, and he is incarcerated along with com- 
mon criminals. 

Dr. Biscet was released from prison early in 
2008, for a few weeks only, before being re- 
arrested and subsequently sentenced to 25 
years in the Communist gulag due to his 
peaceful pro-democracy activities. 

A few days ago, | was honored to receive 
a congratulatory letter from Ms. Elsa Morejon, 
Dr. Biscet's courageous and admirable wife. 

Oscar Elias Biscet personifies the opposition 
to the brutal totalitarian regime of Fidel Castro 
and his brother, who the dictator has given 
some additional titles to because of the ailing 
tyrant's failing health. Dr. Biscet is an admirer 
of Mahatma Gandhi and Martin Luther King, 
Jr. 

A physician by training, he began his oppo- 
sition to the totalitarian regime by speaking out 
against the regime's "forced abortion when 
there is any indication whatsoever that the 
pregnancy may have an abnormality" policy. 
Biscet described that policy as inhuman. He 
was immediately fired from his job at the hos- 
pital, prohibited from practicing his profession 
as a physician, and his wife was also fired 
from her job as a practicing nurse. Within 
hours, the couple and their son were sum- 
marily evicted from their apartment and their 
physical possessions thrown into the street. 
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Fortunately, an elderly patient of Elsa's al- 
lowed the family to move into her house. Dr. 
Biscet continued peacefully denouncing the to- 
talitarian regime's absolute denial of human 
rights to the Cuban people—and because of 
that he has been unjustly and cruelly impris- 
oned for 9 years, and counting. 

Hundreds of other brave human rights activ- 
ists are also suffering in the political prisons of 
the Cuban totalitarian dictatorship for the 
“crime” of supporting democracy and liberty 
and opposing tyranny, including 23 known 
journalists, thrown into dungeons because of 
articles they wrote that bothered the dictator. 
No regime in the world has more journalists in 
prison, with the possible exception of another 
totalitarian dictatorship in an obviously much 
larger nation, communist China. 

Just last week the respected international 
organization, “Reporters Without Borders” 
gave one of the Cuban journalists in the 
gulag, Ricardo Gonzalez Alfonso, sentenced 
by the Cuban tyrant to 20 years in prison in 
the year 2003 and currently in very poor 
health, the “Reporters Without Borders” Jour- 
nalist of the Year Award. “Reporters Without 
Borders” is to be commended. 

Three other Cuban prisoners of conscience, 
Adolfo Fernandez Sainz, Pedro Arguelles 
Moran, and Antonio Diaz Sanchez, are known 
to have begun a hunger strike due to the bru- 
tal conditions they are subjected to. 

Where is the outrage? Where is the soli- 
darity in the international community? 

The reality is that for too many in the world 
today, Cubans are supposed to be content 
with their lot, to be quiet, to . . . "move on", 
in the words of one of our pro-Cuban dictator- 
ship colleagues here in the U.S. Congress. 
The regime that enslaves a nation and impris- 
ons hundreds of heroes simply for their beliefs 
deserves unilateral rewards and concessions, 
many maintain. 

But Dr. Oscar Elias Biscet, and the many 
other heroes imprisoned in the Castro broth- 
ers' gulag will not be able to be ignored for- 
ever. They must be freed. And political parties 
be legalized, as well as independent press 
agencies, and labor unions. And free and fair 
elections must take place in Cuba. 

Many of those imprisoned today will be 
democratically elected leaders tomorrow. That 
is what is going to occur in Cuba tomorrow. 
Today, as they suffer the most unjust of cruel 
imprisonments, we here remember and honor 
them—and once again demand their imme- 
diate release. 


ES 


HONORING JOHN EVANS 


HON. PETER J. VISCLOSKY 


OF INDIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. VISCLOSKY. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great respect and sincerity that | take this time 
to honor one of Northwest Indiana’s most ac- 
complished citizens, Mr. John Evans of Miller 
Beach. On Sunday, November 2, 2008, John 
was honored by the Indiana Division of the 
Polish American Congress for his many years 
of service as a dedicated member of his com- 
munity, as well as a proud representative of 


December 9, 2008 


the Polish American heritage in Northwest In- 
diana. This extraordinary event took place at 
The Patio restaurant in Merrillville, Indiana. 

John Evans, a lifelong resident of Northwest 
Indiana and the son of Russell Glenn and El- 
eanor Evans of New Chicago, Indiana, has 
been recognized by the Polish American Con- 
gress, Indiana Division, as the recipient of the 
2008 Distinguished Service Award. From his 
career in the insurance industry to his service 
with several of Northwest Indiana’s churches 
to his commitment to preserving the Polish 
heritage, John is truly deserving of this pres- 
tigious accolade. Always one to try to improve 
the lives of his fellow citizens in any way pos- 
sible, John has spent the last twenty-four 
years working with Blue Cross Blue Shield of 
Illinois. After spending many years building re- 
lationships between hospitals and providers as 
a Provider Network Consultant, John moved 
into a management position in 2000 and was 
recently promoted to Director of Provider Net- 
work Relations. In his current position, John is 
responsible for overseeing relations with all 
hospitals, physicians, and ancillary providers 
for the State of Illinois. As a member of the 
Blue Cross Blue Shield team, John has been 
active with the company's Diversity Workforce 
Committee, serving as Master of Ceremonies 
for their 2007 Polish Heritage Day. 

Mr. Evans, widely known as a truly gifted 
musician, has been a fixture in the Northwest 
Indiana for, in all sincerity, most of his life. As 
a child of only ten years of age, John began 
formally studying the organ with Mrs. Joanne 
Sparks of Gary, Indiana. Only a few short 
years later, John began playing dinner music 
at Wilson's Restaurant and Lounge in Miller 
Beach, entertaining diners every Friday and 
Saturday night. During this time, he also 
began playing at wedding receptions and 
other banquets, as well as serving as the or- 
ganist at Sunday masses at Assumption 
B.V.M. Church in New Chicago. From there, at 
a mere fifteen years of age, John took over as 
the director of the church's choir in 1973. Dur- 
ing the twenty-three years he spent at As- 
sumption, John's leadership meant not only an 
increase in choir membership, but in popularity 
as well. During this time, the choir was asked 
to perform at many dances, ordinations, anni- 
versaries, and other special occasions. In fact, 
they even recorded an album entitled “Christ- 
mas in New Chicago" which featured Polish 
and English Christmas carols. 

Fully committed to his faith and his heritage, 
John also has organized and choreographed 
dance selections for Polish Women's Alliance 
Saint Anne's Group 778, directed the choir at 
events for the Polish Women's Alliance Group 
132, and directed the choir for the Polish 
mass at Saint Stanislaus in Michigan City, In- 
diana. In 1996, Mr. Evans took over as the or- 
ganist and choir director for the Saint Cecilia 
Choir at Saint Stanislaus Parish in East Chi- 
cago, Indiana. Since taking over at Saint 
Stan's, the membership of the choir has nearly 
doubled, and John has been successful in 
bringing young people into the choir. Not to be 
outdone, the choir at Saint Stanislaus has also 
produced a professional CD of Polish and 
English hymns and religious selections entitled 
"Spirit," which has sold over 500 copies, prof- 
its from it contributing to various church ren- 
ovations. 
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Madam Speaker, at this time, | ask that you 
and my other distinguished colleagues join me 
in commending Mr. John Evans as he is hon- 
ored for his lifetime of service and dedication 
to the Northwest Indiana community. His years 
of service have touched and improved the 
lives of all whom he has served. His unselfish 
and lifelong dedication is worthy of the highest 
commendation, and | am proud to represent 
him in Congress. 


Ee 


IN HONOR OF COLONEL RAYMOND 
ANTHONY CELESTE, JR. 


HON. KAY GRANGER 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Ms. GRANGER. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor Colonel Raymond Anthony Ce- 
leste, Jr., who is retiring from the United 
States Marine Corps after more than 26 years 
of faithful service. 

Colonel Celeste attended Officers Candidate 
School in October 1982 and was commis- 
sioned a Second Lieutenant in December 
1982. In 1983, he graduated first from The 
Basic School and later from the Field Artillery 
Officer Basic School. His first fleet assignment 
was at Marine Corps Base, 29 Palms, Cali- 
fornia in January 1984, where he served first 
with 4th Battalion 11th Marines and then with 
5th Battalion 11th Marines as a platoon com- 
mander in 8 inch self-propelled Howitzer Bat- 
teries. During his time as a platoon com- 
mander, he participated in numerous Com- 
bined Arms Exercises, learning the great ca- 
pabilities of the Marine Air Ground Task 
Force. 

In May of 1985, then-First Lieutenant Ce- 
leste transferred to Camp Pendleton, Cali- 
fornia, where he served in the Tactical Exer- 
cise Control Group and assisted in organizing 
field and staff exercises worldwide. In Sep- 
tember of 1986, First Lieutenant Celeste re- 
ported as the first Operations Officer of the 1st 
Remotely Piloted Vehicle Company, where he 
became one of the first members of the newly 
established unit. In this assignment, he as- 
sisted in integrating Unmanned Aerial Vehicles 
into the Marine Air Ground Task Force and re- 
ceived an award for his meritorious service. 
Because of his expertise in this area, an arti- 
cle he wrote on the subject was published in 
the Marine Corps Gazette. 

In September of 1988, then-Captain Celeste 
transferred to the Marine Corps Reserves. In 
January of the following year, he joined 3rd Air 
Naval Gunfire Liaison Company where he de- 
ployed and participated in numerous bi-lateral 
exercises in Korea and Japan. During the first 
Gulf War, Captain Celeste was a commander 
in charge of training more than 200 Marines 
for deployment to the Middle East and re- 
ceived an award for his meritorious service. In 
January of 1992, Captain Celeste transferred 
to Hotel Battery (155 mm Howitzers), 3rd Bat- 
talion, 14th Marines where he acted as Pla- 
toon Commander and Forward Observer. In 
June of that same year, he was selected to be 
the Executive Officer of Delta Company, 4th 
Light Armored Infantry Company. In 1993, he 
became the Commanding Officer of Delta 
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Company and served in that capacity for over 
two years. Concurrent to his assignment as 
Delta Company's Commanding officer, Cap- 
tain Celeste served as the Headquarters Ma- 
rine Corps counterdrug officer where he mon- 
itored Marine Corps counterdrug operations. 

In 1995, then-Major Celeste was assigned 
as the Officer-in-Charge of the Department of 
the Navy Gulf War Declassification Project 
where he was responsible for the declassifica- 
tion of tens of thousands of pages of Gulf War 
| operational records. He subsequently re- 
ceived an award for meeting the mandated 
declassification deadline as established by the 
Deputy Secretary of Defense. Due to his ex- 
pertise in the area, in May of 1997, Major Ce- 
leste was assigned as an investigator to the 
Office of the Special Assistant for Gulf War IIl- 
nesses. At this assignment, he assisted in the 
investigation of the causal factors for Gulf War 
Illnesses using the documents that he and his 
team helped to previously declassify. In order 
to widely disseminate the findings of the inves- 
tigation, they were published on the World 
Wide Web which, at the time, was a novel me- 
dium for this purpose. 

In August of 1999, then-Lieutenant Colonel 
Celeste was assigned to Headquarters Marine 
Corps (Office of Legislative Affairs) where he 
served as a Congressional Affairs Officer. In 
this capacity, he assisted in the answering of 
high level congressional inquires, led the Ma- 
rine Corps Congressional Fellowship Program, 
and assisted in the organizing of congres- 
sional outreach programs to include the fol- 
lowing: The Congressional Marines Group, 
The Capitol Hill Running Club, Congressional 
Marine Day, and programs for Veterans Serv- 
ice Organizations and Defense Industry rep- 
resentatives. 

Colonel Celeste served in lraq from Feb- 
ruary to August of 2007 as the Marine liaison 
between the Commanding General, Multi-Na- 
tional Forces West and the Commanding Gen- 
eral Civilian Police Assistance Training Team. 
During this period, Colonel Celeste was a 
member of the Green Zone Council, which 
supports the Boys and Girls Scouting pro- 
grams in Iraq. He was also involved in sup- 
porting a local orphanage in Baghdad by co- 
ordinating and soliciting donations from family 
and friends. 

For more than 26 years, Colonel Celeste's 
great sense of duty and exceptional work ethic 
have benefitted his fellow Marines and his na- 
tion. We thank him for his steadfast dedication 
and wish him fair winds and following seas as 
he starts the next chapter of his life. 


HERE 


TRIBUTE TO THE DECLARATION 
OF PRINCIPLES FOR A PRESI- 
DENTIAL ORDER ON PRISONER 
TREATMENT, TORTURE, AND 
CRUELTY 


HON. ANNA G. ESHOO 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Ms. ESHOO. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
in support of the Declaration of Principles for 
a Presidential Executive Order on Prisoner 
Treatment, Torture and Cruelty which is sup- 
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ported by a number of organizations and indi- 
viduals, including the Council of Churches of 
Santa Clara County, California, in my Con- 
gressional District. | believe these principles 
will protect our country and the U.S. service- 
men abroad by banning the use of cruel and 
inhumane interrogation methods. 

| fully support the core goals of this Declara- 
tion of Principles which include implementing a 
national standard for all U.S. personnel and 
agencies for the interrogation and treatment of 
prisoners and banning the use of any methods 
of interrogation that we would not find accept- 
able if used against Americans. Many of these 
issues were addressed in a bill | introduced 
this year to ban waterboarding as an interro- 
gation technique. 

Waterboarding is torture and is recognized 
as such by the Geneva Convention. Its contin- 
ued use by representatives of our nation con- 
tradicts what so many of our soldiers are fight- 
ing for overseas. The United States of Amer- 
ica has long accepted that water torture is be- 
neath the standards of a civil nation. In 1947, 
the United States prosecuted a Japanese mili- 
tary officer for carrying out a form of water tor- 
ture on a U.S. civilian during the Second 
World War, securing a conviction and a sen- 
tence of 15 years of hard labor. The military 
has frequently prosecuted American military 
personnel for subjecting prisoners to water tor- 
ture, including sentencing a U.S. Army major 
to 10 years of hard labor for subjecting an in- 
surgent to water torture in the Philippines dur- 
ing the Spanish-American War. 

Our nation was able to win two world wars 
and defeat a rising tide of communism with 
this prohibition in place. I’m confident we can 
defeat our current enemies without under- 
mining our moral dignity. 

As we move forward with a new Congress 
and a new Administration, we have the oppor- 
tunity to change course and restore the rule of 
law. The Bush Administration has relied heav- 
ily on illegal and inhumane interrogation tech- 
niques, and by doing so has damaged our 
country's reputation in the process. We can 
restore the moral standards that guided us 
successfully for so many generations and the 
Declaration of Principles provides a framework 
for the United States to do just that. Congress 
and the Obama Administration must work to 
ensure that torture has no place in the battle 
against terrorism. 


HONORING GRANT GATES 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize the outstanding achieve- 
ment of Grant Gates of Kansas City, Missouri. 
Grant has earned a perfect 36 ACT composite 
score. Grant is one of only three students from 
the state of Missouri and one of only fifty-two 
in the country to earn the perfect score. 

Madam Speaker, Grant has dedicated him- 
self to his studies and extracurricular activities. 
As а junior at North Kansas City High School, 
Grant has participated in the Missouri Schol- 
ars Academy at the University of Missouri, the 
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Superintendent's Student Advisory Committee, 
member of the high school swim team, mem- 
ber of the choir and Harmonaires show choir, 
and is a part of the school's state champion- 
ship Scholar Bowl. Grant is currently working 
toward an International Baccalaureate di- 
ploma, Gold Medallion Honors diploma, and 
А+ Schools eligibility. Grant is also active in 
Boy Scout Troop 9 in North Kansas City. 


Madam Speaker, | ask that you join me, 
Gary and Elinor Gates, the North Kansas City 
Schools, and North Kansas City High School 
їп applauding Grant Gates’ outstanding 
achievement. We wish Grant many more 
years of success. 


a 


IN RECOGNITION OF EUGENE 
PERRIN ELEBASH, JR. 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, | 
rise today to recognize Eugene Elebash, Jr., a 
veritable northwest Florida community leader 
who passed away on November 24, 2008. Mr. 
Elebash spent his entire life serving others, 
and | am proud to honor his life of dedication 
and service. 


Mr. Elebash was born in Pensacola, FL, in 
May of 1920 and made his home there. He 
graduated from Pensacola High School in 
1938 and from the University of Florida in 
1942. Upon graduating college, Mr. Elebash 
immediately joined the United States Army Air 
Forces where he served honorably until the 
end of World War ll, achieving the rank of 
major. He then returned to Pensacola to take 
over the family business and remained ever 
since. Mr. Elebash married his high school 
sweetheart, Jane, his wife of 66 years. 


After returning to Pensacola, Mr. Elebash 
began a life of dedicated service to the com- 
munity. Over the years. he was active in innu- 
merable organizations including the Saint 
Christophers Episcopal Church, the City Civil 
Service Board, the YMCA, and the West Flor- 
ida Children's Home Society. He was a mem- 
ber of the Downtown Rotary Board for 61 
years. Mr. Elebash was elected to three terms 
as a Pensacola city councilman and served as 
the mayor of Pensacola from 1971 and 1973. 
His family continues to play an active role in 
the community. 


Madam Speaker, on behalf of the U.S. Con- 
gress, | am privileged to honor Mr. Eugene 
Elebash, Jr. for his life of public service to his 
country and to northwest Florida. Mr. Elebash 
will be remembered by all as a loving husband 
and father, as well as a genuine community 
leader and a true friend. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF HAL SHELTON 
AND THE WASHINGTON METRO- 
POLITAN AREA SCORE FOR WIN- 
NING ТНЕ 2008 SMALL BUSINESS 
ADMINISTRATION DISTRICT DI- 
RECTOR’S AWARD 


HON. CHRIS VAN HOLLEN 


OF MARYLAND 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Speaker, con- 
gratulations to Hal Shelton and the Board of 
the Washington Metropolitan Area SCORE for 
receiving the 2008 Small Business Administra- 
tion District Director's Award for their contribu- 
tion to the training, counseling and mentoring 
of small businesses. 

Hal Shelton and the more than 50 Wash- 
ington Metro Area SCORE volunteers were 
recognized for substantially assisting the SBA 
DC district office in providing business coun- 
seling to military service members at Walter 
Reed Hospital; organizing workshops for local 
8(a) businesses; and for exceeding all goals 
for the number of DC-area clients who re- 
ceived business mentoring and advice. 

Since 1964, SCORE "Counselors to Amer- 
ica's Businesses," have helped 8 million aspir- 
ing entrepreneurs and small business owners 
through counseling and business workshops. 
More than 10,500 volunteer business coun- 
selors in 389 chapters serve their communities 
through entrepreneur education dedicated to 
the formation, growth and success of small 
businesses. 

For their commitment to preserving the rep- 
utation of American small businesses as 
among the most productive in the world and 
for their years of dedicated public service, | 
commend Hal Shelton and the members of 
Washington Metropolitan Area SCORE for re- 
ceiving this important honor. 


rE 


HONORING CONNOR WAYNE 
CHOICE 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Connor Wayne Choice of 
Liberty, Missouri. Connor is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1376, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Connor has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Connor has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Connor Wayne Choice for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


December 9, 2008 
SUNSET MEMORIAL 


HON. TRENT FRANKS 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, | 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another Sunset Memorial. 

It is December 9, 2008, in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave, and before 
the sun set today in America, almost 4,000 
more defenseless unborn children were killed 
by abortion on demand. That’s just today 
Madam Speaker. That’s more than the num- 
ber of innocent lives lost on September 11 in 
this country, only it happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 13,105 days since 
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Madam Speaker, cried and screamed 
as they died, but because it was amniotic fluid 
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we 
couldn’t hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com- 
mon. First, they were each just little babies 
who had done nothing wrong to anyone, and 
each one of them died a nameless and lonely 
death. And each one of their mothers, whether 
she realizes it or not, will never be quite the 
same. And all the gifts that these children 
might have brought to humanity are now lost 
forever. Yet even in the glare of such tragedy, 
this generation still clings to a blind, invincible 
ignorance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims, those yet unborn. 

Madam Speaker, perhaps it’s time for those 
of us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of 
why we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson 
said, “The care of human life and its happi- 
ness and not its destruction is the chief and 
only object of good government.” The phrase 
in the 14th amendment capsulizes our entire 
Constitution. It says, “No State shall deprive 
any person of life, liberty or property without 
due process of law.” Madam Speaker, pro- 
tecting the lives of our innocent citizens and 
their constitutional rights is why we are all 
here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happi- 
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. 

It has made us the beacon of hope for the 
entire world. Madam Speaker, it is who we 
are. 

And yet today another day has passed, and 
we in this body have failed again to honor that 
foundational commitment. We have failed our 
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno- 
cent American babies who died today without 
the protection we should have given them. 

So Madam Speaker, let me conclude this 
Sunset Memorial in the hope that perhaps 
someone new who heard it tonight will finally 
embrace the truth that abortion really does kill 
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little babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express; and that 13,105 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that it is time that 
we stood up together again, and remembered 
that we are the same America that rejected 
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar- 
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou- 
rageous and compassionate enough to find a 
better way for mothers and their unborn ba- 
bies than abortion on demand. 


Madam Speaker, as we consider the plight 
of unborn America tonight, may we each re- 
mind ourselves that our own days in this sun- 
shine of life are also numbered and that all too 
soon each one of us will walk from these 
Chambers for the very last time. 


And if it should be that this Congress is al- 
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be 
the day when we find the humanity, the cour- 
age, and the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to protect 
these, the least of our tiny, little American 
brothers and sisters from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on 
demand. 


It is December 9, 2008, 13,105 days since 
Roe versus Wade first stained the foundation 
of this Nation with the blood of its own chil- 
dren; this in the land of the free and the home 
of the brave. 


Ee 


REMARKS ON INAUGURAL BILL 


HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. CLEAVER. Madame Speaker, on Janu- 
ary 20, this Nation will lay witness to a Presi- 
dential Inauguration like no other in our coun- 
try’s history. As my fellow Americans travel to 
the District of Columbia, in some cases with- 
out a place to stay, just to be part of this his- 
toric occasion, we must bear in mind that this 
event stands as a symbol of democracy, and 
that tickets should not be bought and sold to 
the highest bidder. It is egregious that tickets 
that are given out freely would then be sold for 
thousands of dollars. Even worse, are false 
promises of tickets that are made to individ- 
uals and families, who are then left with empty 
pockets and tales of disillusion. 


For these reasons, | have introduced a bill 
that will make it a crime to knowingly sell tick- 
ets to the Presidential Inaugural ceremony. 
This bill will also make it a criminal act to 
produce counterfeit tickets for the Inaugural 
ceremony. | am hopeful that this bill will work 
to stop the unscrupulous, yet devastating ac- 
tions of the few, and preserve the dignity of 
this historic and celebratory occasion for the 
many. 
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HONORING RYAN RUSSELL 
DONALDSON 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Ryan Russell Donaldson 
of Liberty, Missouri. Ryan is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1376, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ryan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Ryan has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Ryan Russell Donaldson 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


TRIBUTE TO ROBERT F. NOLAN 


HON. JOSÉ E. SERRANO 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. SERRANO. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor Robert F. Nolan, a man who 
has made service to our community his pride 
and his life's work. In his capacity as an advi- 
Sor to three Bronx Borough presidents during 
some of the most turbulent times our city has 
ever witnessed, time and again Bob was con- 
fronted with singular challenges that would 
have reduced a lesser figure to despair and 
resignation. Instead Bob rose to the occasion, 
time and time again. He took part in some of 
the most momentous decisions that could con- 
front a public official, and he did so with poise, 
clarity of purpose, and unusual dedication. 
Bob has been one of the truest and finest ex- 
amples of a public servant who never gave up 
on the Bronx, but instead continued to serve 
through the hardest of times. He committed 
himself at a young age to improving his be- 
loved community, and has had the endurance 
and strength of character to spend a lifetime 
in pursuit of this goal. While many have come 
and gone, Bob has never left the Bronx—and 
the Bronx cannot possibly forget that fact. 

Born in Westchester Square Hospital, Bob 
Nolan was educated at Our Lady of Solace 
School in Morris Park and then Fordham Uni- 
versity. А community and political activist 
since the early 1970s, he began his career as 
an instructor at Borough of Manhattan Com- 
munity College. Later, he moved on to the 
mayors office of economic development, 
where he was in charge of the business action 
center. In January 1979, Bob joined the office 
of the Bronx Borough president as director of 
economic development. He quickly set in mo- 
tion the plan which led to the creation of the 
Bronx Overall Economic Development Cor- 
poration in 1980. 
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The 1980s were a critical period for the 
Bronx. The previous two decades saw the 
quality of life in the Bronx dramatically dimin- 
ish. A widespread deterioration was underway, 
as the city suffered the aftermath of a painful 
fiscal collapse. Some neighborhoods felt the 
hurt more than others, but few felt it worse 
than the South Bronx. This was the climate in 
which Bob began his journey to restore our 
borough’s greatness. 

This was no easy task. At the time, private 
and public disinvestment had taken a huge toll 
on many Bronx neighborhoods. But these cir- 
cumstances neither deterred nor discouraged 
Bob. Perhaps his work is best judged by the 
vitality we have witnessed in our borough in 
recent years. Across the board, the Bronx has 
undergone a remarkable transformation—and 
credit should rightly be given to the sound fis- 
cal and public investment policies first cham- 
pioned by Bob and his colleagues at the very 
dawn of our borough’s resurgence. His 
thoughtful planning and careful stewardship 
helped pave the way for innumerable capital 
projects and a wholesale restoration of con- 
fidence in the borough on the part of the city’s 
business community. Bob helped demonstrate 
that the Bronx was once again a fertile place 
for investment. 

In the 1990s, Bob was appointed budget di- 
rector for the borough, a position he held until 
the day he retired—November 14, 2008. His 
role as budget director required Bob to rec- 
ommend capital projects to the borough presi- 
dent and help shape budgets and establish 
spending priorities that furthered past efforts 
and blazed new paths toward economic re- 
vival. We will undoubtedly continue to see the 
fruits of Bob’s labor for many years to come. 

Looking back at this extraordinary life of 
service, what is unique about Bob Nolan’s 
story is the completeness of it. Three decades 
ago, Bob set out to make the Bronx a better 
place, working tirelessly from within the halls 
of government. These many years later, he re- 
tires with that goal now very much in his 
sights. He has had many different responsibil- 
ities over the years, but the same motivating 
factor: a love for his borough and its people. 
Madam Speaker, it is with great pride that | 
ask my colleagues to join me in paying tribute 
to Mr. Robert F. Nolan, a man who loves his 
hometown fiercely and whose whole life is a 
unique testament to civic duty. 


EE 


HONORING THE MILITARY 
SERVICE OF FRED STERN 


HON. STEPHANIE HERSETH SANDLIN 


OF SOUTH DAKOTA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Ms. HERSETH SANDLIN. Madam Speaker, 
| would like to recognize the heroic and distin- 
guished actions of Fred Stern of Aberdeen, 
South Dakota, who will be honored with sev- 
eral long-overdue medals, including the 
Bronze Star Medal, for his service during 
World War Il. 

Fred was born near Webster, South Dakota, 
on October 21, 1908. He was inducted into 
the U.S. Army at Ft. Snelling, Minnesota, on 
June 10, 1942, and received his basic training 
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at Camp Rucker, Alabama. Fred served in 
World War Ils Pacific Theater from 1942 to 
1945. He was a member of the 322nd Regi- 
ment Combat Team of the 81st Infantry, Wild- 
cats, Division in the battle for the Palau Is- 
lands. 


The 322nd participated in the famed assault 
on the small island of Anguar—a hard-fought 
battle against the island's Japanese occu- 
pants. For his dedicated service, Fred re- 
ceived the Good Conduct Medal, Philippine 
Liberation Ribbon with one Bronze Service 
Star, and the Combat Infantry Badge. After the 
war, he returned to South Dakota where he 
farmed, worked for the Brown County Imple- 
ment, and as a painter before retiring. 


Madam Speaker, | join with all South Dako- 
tans in expressing my gratitude to Mr. Fred 
Stern and congratulate his receipt of the 
Bronze Star Medal, Asiatic-Pacific Campaign 
Medal with two Bronze Service Stars and one 
Bronze Arrowhead, and the Army of Occupa- 
tion Medal with Japan Clasp. 


We are all proud and thankful for all that he 
has done in the service of the United States 
of America. The lives of countless people 
have been enormously enhanced by his com- 
passion and service. Fred represents the best 
of the United States, South Dakota, and the 
Army. He continues to inspire all those who 
know him and hear his story of sacrifice. Our 
Nation and the State of South Dakota are far 
better places because of his service, and the 
best way to honor him is to emulate his devo- 
tion to our country. 


| join with all South Dakotans in expressing 
my appreciation to Fred. His commitment to 
and sacrifice for our Nation will never be for- 
gotten. 


— 


HONORING SPENCER JOSEPH FISH 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Spencer Joseph Fish of 
Liberty, Missouri. Spencer is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1376, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 


Spencer has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Spencer has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 


Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Spencer Joseph Fish for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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TRIBUTE TO RICK STAATS 
HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, | would 
like to pay tribute to Rick Staats, a man whose 
passion and energy for conservative principles 
in northern California have made a great con- 
tribution to the region. 

Rick was born on August 1, 1943, in Berke- 
ley, CA, where he grew up. After graduating 
from Berkeley High School, Rick left California 
to attend the University of Oregon. 

After college, Rick returned to California and 
became active in politics. While living in the 
Bay Area, Rick served as the Alameda County 
chairman for the U.S. Senate campaign of 
then-State Senator H.L. Richardson. Rick was 
also an alternate delegate for the 1976 Re- 
publican National Convention in Kansas City. 
Rick’s political activism eventually led him to 
Sacramento in 1978. At that time, Rick and I 
served together on the staff of Senator Rich- 
ardson, and 2 years later Rick was an integral 
part of my successful campaign for the Cali- 
fornia State Senate. 

Rick worked for me in many capacities 
throughout my tenure in the state Senate, in- 
cluding as my district director. When | was 
elected to U.S. Congress in 1990. Rick chose 
to remain active in California politics. He 
served as chief of staff to Assemblyman David 
Knowles and as a consultant for the Repub- 
lican caucus in the assembly. 

While working in the California State Legis- 
lature, Rick remained active in volunteer orga- 
nizations in California. He served as the state- 
wide president of the California Republican 
Assembly, chairman of the Placer County Re- 
publican Party, credentials chairman for the 
California Republican Party, and in other im- 
portant roles for groups that were advocating 
the conservative principles to which Rick has 
always been committed. 

In 2004, Rick left California to retire in 
Idaho. Though he is retired, Rick remains ac- 
tive in politics and in public service. He cur- 
rently sits on the board of directors for the 
Cabinet Mountains Water District and is still 
an important figure in California politics. | am 
pleased to have known Rick for many years 
as a colleague, a member of my staff, and a 
friend. | would like to express my gratitude to 
him for his work over the years for me and for 
the many causes he has championed, and | 
wish him all the very best in the future. 


EE 


“KEVIN STOKESBURY—FRIEND OF 
THE FISHERMEN” 


HON. BARNEY FRANK 


OF MASSACHUSETTS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, on the last weekend of September of 
this year, | was supposed to be at the Fisher- 
men’s Festival in New Bedford, an event | al- 
ways enjoy and which | look forward to attend- 
ing. Instead, as you know, | was here in 
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Washington, D.C. as we were working to try 
and put the $700 billion credit system rescue 
plan into final form. 

Among the events | missed at that festival 
was the awarding of the 2008 Friend of the 
Fishermen Award to Kevin Stokesbury. Dr. 
Stokesbury chairs the Department of Fisheries 
Oceanography at SMAST—the extremely im- 
portant and valuable part of the University of 
Massachusetts, Dartmouth, which studies the 
fishing industry. 

He received this award from the people in 
the fishing industry of New Bedford because 
of the high quality of the work he has done to 
provide the kind of first-rate scientific informa- 
tion that is so essential to the continued sur- 
vival of the fishing industry. One of the great 
successes—probably the greatest success— 
we have seen in regulation of the fishing in- 
dustry in New England is with the scallop fish- 
ery, and no one is more responsible for this 
success than Kevin Stokesbury. 

Madam Speaker, because Kevin 
Stokesbury’s work shows that it is possible to 
support a thriving fishery in an environmentally 
responsible way, it is particularly noteworthy 
that he received this award from the fishing in- 
dustry of New Bedford—the most important 
fishing port in America. | ask that the expla- 
nation by the fishing industry of this award to 
Kevin Stokesbury be printed here. 

INTRODUCTION OF 2008’S ‘‘FRIEND OF THE 
FISHERMEN” 

This year’s recipient of ‘The Friend of the 
Fishing Industry Award" needs no introduc- 
tion to most of the NB fishing industry, par- 
ticularly the scallop fishermen. It took him 
a while to find his way here to us as he seems 
to have taken a long way around, but he now 
lives in Westport with his wife Shawna, & 
four children; Kasey, Tyrez, Taysia, & Henry. 

Starting with his B.Sc. & M.Sc. both of 
which he earned at Arcadia University in 
Nova Sootia, he then received his PhD in Ma- 
rine Ecology from Universite Laval, Quebec 
City, Quebec in 1994. 

He worked as a Research Assistant 1994- 
1996 at the Center for Marine Science Re- 
search at the U. of NC at Wilmington before 
moving to the U of Alaska Fairbanks, as а 
Research Assistant from September 1996- 
1998. 

Теп years ago in September 1998 he finally 
found his way here when he joined SMAST at 
U MASS, Darmouth as an Associate Fellow. 
In September 2000 he became an Associate 
Professor. In September 2005 he became the 
Chair of the Department of Fisheries Ocean- 
ography. Do you sense a trend here? 

In 1999 Kevin conceived a plan to videotape 
& map the seafloor; the resulting survey 
would actually count scallops with the in- 
tention of determining the size of the bio- 
mass. He got together with а few scallop ves- 
sel owners & others from the industry, & as 
they say, ‘‘the rest is history”. 

Kevin & his associates from his lab at 
SMAST have probably logged more sea-time 
than a lot of fishermen over these past 9 or 
10 years. They have completed more than 100 
video cruises surveying Georges Bank & the 
Mid-Atlantic fishing grounds; this is more 
than 600 DAS. Their video library consisting 
of footage from more than 200,000 video sam- 
ples has been used in every scallop fisheries 
management plan since 1999. 

Today this work has become much more 
detailed & expansive & it now must be ac- 
claimed as some of the leading environ- 
mental work regarding sea floor habitat, & 
the marine benthic community. 


December 9, 2008 


Not surprisingly, Kevin's work has not re- 
ceived the same acclaim from many of his 
peers that it has from the fishing industry & 
his associates. This unique cooperative re- 
search that has existed between the fishing 
industry, Kevin & SMAST since its incep- 
tion, has turned much of the ‘‘Old Science" 
on its ear, & some did not take kindly to 
that. Without this ‘New Science", it's pos- 
sible that we still would not be scalloping in 
the Closed Areas! 

As Chair of the Department of Fisheries & 
Oceanography, Kevin's oversight now in- 
cludes along with scallops; groundfish, lob- 
ster & marine environments. Perhaps even 
more importantly, he is now fostering a new 
generation of marine scientists & research- 
ers who, if the fishing industry is lucky, will 
follow the path that Kevin has so brightly 
blazed! 

It gives me great pleasure to present ‘Тһе 
Friend of the Fishermen’s Award’’ to some- 
one I’m proud to call my friend; Dr. Kevin 
D.E. Stokesbury. 


HONORING DRU RYAN JORDAN 
HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Dru Ryan Jordan of Platte 
City, Missouri. Dru is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac- 
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1351, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Dru has been very active with his troop, par- 
ticipating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Dru has been involved with Scout- 
ing, he has not only earned numerous merit 
badges, but also the respect of his family, 
peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Dru Ryan Jordan for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


a 


THE 60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS 


HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Madam Speaker, | rise to commemorate the 
anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Sixty years since its inception, 
the Declaration of Human Rights continues to 
be a foundation for the protection of rights and 
a statement to the world that human rights 
abuse is an abomination of the human race. 

On December 10, 1948, the General As- 
sembly of the United Nations adopted and 
proclaimed the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. The declaration was estab- 
lished from the horrific religious and racial big- 
otry of World War Il. The declaration rep- 
resented the first global expression of rights to 
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which all human beings are inherently entitled. 
This declaration expresses to the world that 
human rights are not just a principle for the 
few, the wealthy, or for those who live in eco- 
nomically developed nations—human rights 
are universal and for all humankind. 

Today, we still live in a world where people 
murder their neighbors over religion, the color 
of their skin, and national ideologies. This is 
unacceptable. It is my hope that we as a world 
of nations can settle our differences through 
dialogue and treat our fellow man with dignity 
and respect. 


Ee 


HONORING BRIGADIER GENERAL 
DELILAH R. WORKS 


HON. MARSHA BLACKBURN 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mrs. BLACKBURN. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today on the occasion of her promotion to the 
rank of Brigadier General to honor and con- 
gratulate Delilah R. Works for her many years 
of dedicated service to the State of Ten- 
nessee, the Tennessee Air National Guard, 
and to our Nation. 

General Works earned her commission 
through Officer Training School at Lackland 
Air Force Base, Texas, in April 1980. In the 
years that followed, she distinguished herself 
in assignments in the Air Force and the Air 
National Guard that took her from Alaska to 
California and finally back to Memphis, Ten- 
nessee. At the 164th Airlift Wing in Memphis, 
General Works served as Maintenance 
Squadron Commander and Wing Chief of Staff 
among other assignments. Most recently, 
General Works was appointed the Director of 
Staff for the Tennessee Air National Guard in 
Nashville. 

General Works has been a leader not just in 
our Armed Forces, but in our community as 
well. She is a member of Leadership Mem- 
phis, Women in Aviation, Big Brothers/Big Sis- 
ters, and strongly supports the Adopt-A-School 
program. 

Again, | ask my colleagues to join me in of- 
fering sincere congratulations to BG Rita 
Works, her husband Lavon, and their family. 
We can all take pride in her example of lead- 
ership, service, and selflessness. 


ES ашы ——— 


HONORING TIMOTHY WILLIAM 
LEININGER 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Timothy William Leininger 
of Riverside, Missouri. Timothy is a very spe- 
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1495, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Timothy has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
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many years Timothy has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Timothy William Leininger 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


EE 


CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
BROMMA PEMBERTON-LINVILLE 


HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to celebrate 99 extraor- 
dinary years in the life of Bromma Pemberton- 
Linville. Born to a large family in the coal-min- 
ing community of Oliver Springs, Tennessee, 
Bromma from an early age set an example for 
all who believe in the values of family, church 
and a strong community. Bromma cared for 
her six younger siblings through elementary 
and high school, and made certain to attend 
Sunday church services in addition to Sunday 
night youth fellowship, a Wednesday night 
prayer meeting, church play rehearsals and 
choir practice. 

After graduating from Oliver Springs High 
School, Bromma went on to Knoxville Busi- 
ness College and set out to build a career. 
Following a period of odd jobs to make ends 
meet, Bromma finally put her business skills to 
work as a secretary and bookkeeper at the 
First National Bank in Oneida, Tennessee. 
Throughout what would become a lifetime of 
service to the bank, Bromma worked nearly 
every possible position before becoming the 
first female officer and director, as well as the 
first senior vice president. 

But Bromma's success at the First National 
Bank in Oneida never interfered with her com- 
mitment to family. When her father became ill 
and unable to work, Bromma proudly accepted 
her role as a breadwinner and caretaker for 
the family. After she had seen to the success 
of her six younger siblings, who married and 
moved out of their home, Bromma continued 
to live with her parents whom she cared for 
until they passed away years later. Only then 
did she marry her twenty year suitor, Roy 
Johnson. 

Bromma's commitment to her community 
continued throughout her life and in to today. 
From her presidency over the Oneida Busi- 
ness and Professional Women's Club to rep- 
resenting Scott County at the Conference on 
Consumer Affairs, Bromma was actively in- 
volved in making the world around her better 
for future generations. With the help of her 
husband, Bromma even went on to establish 
the Grover Pemberton Agricultural Endowment 
Fund for the University of Tennessee Agricul- 
tural Institute. 

Our great country cannot do enough to 
thank the men and women who devote their 
lives to the betterment of their communities. In 
these difficult times of international and eco- 
nomic turmoil, it is the efforts of extraordinary 
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women like Bromma Pemberton-Linville that 
will always help us to move this great country 
forward. 


HONORING ROBERT C. FABER 
HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, | would 
like to take a minute and pay tribute to an old 
friend and former staffer, Robert C. Faber. 
Bob is a man of strong ideals and integrity. 

| first met Bob when we were in our first 
year of law school at McGeorge Law School 
in California. Our friendship began then and 
has been strong ever since. After law school, 
Bob and | went our separate ways. Bob 
worked first at the State Lands Commission 
and then had a private law practice. | went to 
work in the California State Senate in Sac- 
ramento. Ten years later | was elected to the 
U.S. House of Representatives, and when | 
became Chairman of the Resources Sub- 
committee on Water and Power, | encouraged 
Bob to become the staff director of the com- 
mittee. He graciously accepted the position, 
and he and his lovely wife, Joyce, moved to 
the Washington area. In the six years he 
served as staff director he assisted in moving 
a number of difficult pieces of legislation and 
helped the subcommittee conduct many crit- 
ical oversight hearings and more than a dozen 
General Accounting Office investigations. 

Bob was born in Kansas City, Missouri and 
grew up in Oregon, Michigan, Indiana and 
California. He attended high school in La Si- 
erra, California. Bob has the gift of being able 
to teach people in both personal and profes- 
sional situations. As early as high school, Bob 
showed his talent for teaching. He would often 
help tutor his fellow students at his home, and 
eventually the group got so large that one of 
the students asked the teacher if Bob could 
teach the class, since he was able to better 
relate to his peers. The teacher allowed Bob 
to teach the class for about 2 weeks under his 
supervision. 

After high school, Bob attended Andrews 
University in Southwestern Michigan where he 
majored in journalism. He earned his under- 
graduate degree in three years after success- 
fully testing out of one year of classes. While 
at Andrews, he met Joyce in the communica- 
tions department, and the two have been mar- 
ried for 35 years now. They have one son, 
Robert Jr., who is 14 years old. 

After law school, Bob frequently volunteered 
in support of community activities in the Sac- 
ramento area. He volunteered as an inter- 
national moot court justice at the McGeorge 
law school. He taught bible classes at his local 
church. He co-founded the local neighborhood 
association where he lived. And he helped or- 
ganize a group of fellow bank customers to re- 
cover their savings after the financial institu- 
tion where they had deposits failed. 

Although he remains active professionally 
as an attorney, Bob still enjoys teaching as 
the opportunities present themselves. He has 
recently started writing a series of articles 
combining history, religion, and science. 


EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


| am very grateful for Bob's friendship, and 
| look forward to the many years ahead we 
have as friends. | wish him and his family 
much happiness and success. 


EEE 


HONORING BRYCE MATTHEW 
McDONALD 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Bryce Matthew McDonald 
of Liberty, Missouri. Bryce is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1376, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Bryce has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Bryce has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Bryce Matthew McDonald 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


Ee 


ON THE OCCASION OF THE 
RETIREMENT OF SYLVIA SNYDER 


HON. RALPH REGULA 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. REGULA. Madam Speaker, as you 
know, | will be retiring from this House at the 
conclusion of this Congress, but today | rise to 
pay tribute to a member of my staff, Sylvia 
Snyder, who will also be retiring from service 
in this House. 

Sylvia was born in Grenada, Mississippi but 
moved to Canton, Ohio, when she was 10. 
She attended school in Canton and graduated 
from Timken High School. After raising her 
family Sylvia went back to school and ob- 
tained an associate degree in applied busi- 
ness with an executive secretarial major from 
Stark State College of Technology, one of our 
outstanding institutions in Stark County. 

It was on completion of her degree at Stark 
State that | interviewed Sylvia for the sched- 
uler position in my office. | had contacted the 
school to let them know | was interested in 
interviewing their students for this position and 
told them | wanted the best they had. Sylvia 
became my scheduler in June 1980, and over 
these more than 28 years, she has indeed 
proven to be one of the best. | know that my 
colleagues will agree that one of the most 
challenging and stressful positions on Capitol 
Hill is that of scheduler, and with her terrific 
organizational skills and professional de- 
meanor, Sylvia excelled at this position. Dur- 
ing my tenure as chairman of two different Ap- 
propriations Subcommittees, the number of re- 
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quests that Sylvia received for meetings with 
me would have nearly overwhelmed most peo- 
ple, but Sylvia methodically and efficiently or- 
ganized and scheduled them in order for us to 
carry out our mission of constituent service 
every day. 

On behalf of our entire staff, | would like to 
thank Sylvia for her service to Ohio’s 16th 
Congressional District and to this House and 
wish her much health and happiness in her re- 
tirement. | know that she is very much looking 
forward to traveling and also taking in the 
wonderful cultural resources in our Nation’s 
Capital. We wish her all the best. 


EE 


REMEMBERING THOSE LOST AND 
HURT IN THE TERRORIST AT- 
TACKS IN MUMBAI 


HON. BARNEY FRANK 


OF MASSACHUSETTS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Madam 
Speaker, in response to the unspeakably ter- 
rible acts of murder perpetrated on innocent 
people by a handful of vicious, hate-filled fa- 
natics in Mumbai. the Asian American Com- 
mission of the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts convened a candlelight vigil on Decem- 
ber 4 at 6 p.m. in Boston and provided an op- 
portunity for people of good will to express 
their horror at these terrible events and their 
determination to work together to prevent 
them from happening again. 

The Commission composed a moving, elo- 
quent statement in response to these terrible 
acts and because its message is so necessary 
at this time, | ask that it be printed here. 


A CANDLELIGHT VIGIL—REMEMBERING 
FRIENDS, FAMILY AND ALL THOSE LOST AND 
HURT IN THE TERRORIST ATTACKS IN 
MUMBAI, INDIA NOVEMBER 26-29, 2008 


The Asian American Commission of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts invites 
Americans of all faiths to join in a Candle- 
light Vigil on December 4, 6 p.m. at City Hall 
Plaza, Boston, Massachusetts. 

We are saddened by the loss of so many in 
Mumbai, India this past week because of the 
actions of a few terrorists. We offer our deep- 
est condolences to their families and pray for 
the speedy recovery of those who were hurt. 
We applaud the heroic actions of the police, 
firefighters, armed forces and the staff of the 
hotels, restaurants, train stations and hos- 
pitals and all concerned citizens who helped 
to stop the terrorists and rescue and guide 
people to safety. 

In this global village, like the United 
States, India is a democracy with rights for 
every man, woman and child, regardless of 
religious or ethnic origin; a secular country 
with tolerance for many faiths; and a strong 
tradition of cooperation among its many 
ethnic, religious, and linguistic commu- 
nities. India also serves as a positive influ- 
ence for many people here and in countries 
around the world through its strong tradi- 
tions, contributions to culture, political 
leadership, trade and world economic devel- 
opment. 

As the world’s largest democracy, India’s 
represents a religious cross-section of Hin- 
dus, Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, Jews, Bud- 
dhists and people of every faith that have 
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traditionally lived in harmony. Unfortu- 
nately, there are а few who seek to sow divi- 
sions and cause harm to its people, its econ- 
omy, to all those who visit or wish to do 
business with India. We believe that ter- 
rorism affects us all and we must all unite 
and act to defeat this common enemy. 

As Asians and Americans we are all part of 
а, global village and strongly condemn these 
heinous acts. No matter where terror raises 
its ugly head, it impacts all the citizens of 
the world. We believe that by coming to- 
gether as а community to show support to 
the bereaved and by fostering greater bonds 
between all peoples and faiths here at home 
and across the globe that we will be able to 
Stop such hate. 


HONORING BRIAN LLOYD OTTE 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Brian Lloyd Otte of Liberty, 
Missouri. Brian is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi- 
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1376, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Brian has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Brian has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Brian Lloyd Otte for his ac- 
complishments with the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


IN MEMORY OF DR. CHARLES LEA 


HON. IKE SKELTON 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with 
grief that | inform the House of the death of 
Dr. Charles Lea, Lt. Col., United States Army 
(ret.) of Lexington, Missouri. 

Dr. Lea was born and raised in Brunswick, 
Missouri, and graduated from Brookfield High 
School in 1952. Dr. Lea then spent a year at 
Rolla School of Mines before he entered West 
Point where he graduated in 1957. Upon grad- 
uation he spent 31⁄2 years in Germany before 
taking paratrooper training at Fort Benning. 
Choosing to attend University of Missouri 
Medical School over Ivy League offers, he 
graduated in 1965 to intern at Fitzsimmons in 
Denver, Colorado. 

Following his education path, Dr. Lea went 
directly to Vietnam. Serving in the 1st Brigade 
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of the 101st Airborne, Dr. Lea was awarded 
several medals апа citations, including: 
Bronze Star, Legion of Merit, Soldier's Medal, 
four Air Medals, Army Commendation Medal, 
Viet Cross of Gallantry, Combat Medical 
Badge, and Parachute Badge. 

After his service in Vietnam, Dr. Lea choose 
to become a general practice family physician 
in Oklahoma and Lafayette County, Missouri. 
Dr. Lea served as the chief of staff at Still- 
water Regional Health Center, Stillwater, Okla- 
homa; Lafayette Regional Medical Center, 
Lexington, Missouri; and 1-70 Medical Center, 
Sweet Springs, Missouri. 

Madam Speaker, Dr. Lea was a respected 
father, physician, and soldier. | know the 
Members of the House will join me in extend- 
ing heartfelt condolences to his family: his 
wife, Kay Lea; his children, DeJean, George, 
Elisabeth, Darren, Nikki, and Scott; and his 
grandchildren, Jacqueline, William, Emily, 
Chelsea, Hunter, Gabriel, Elizabeth, Dylan, 
Maxwell, Regan, and Hayden. 


HONORING CODY WILLIAM CASH 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Cody William Cash of Lib- 
erty, Missouri. Cody is a very special young 
man who has exemplified the finest qualities 
of citizenship and leadership by taking an ac- 
tive part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1376, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Cody has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Cody has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Cody William Cash for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


ERR 


HONORING THE CAREER OF MR. 
WALTER HOWARD MAYO, III 


HON. WILLIAM D. DELAHUNT 


OF MASSACHUSETTS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. DELAHUNT. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today so that my colleagues in the House of 
Representatives can join me in honoring an 
esteemed member of the legal profession, 
dedicated community activist, and a con- 
stituent of mine, Mr. Walter Howard Mayo, Ill. 

For nearly 30 years, Howard has led a dis- 
tinguished career as Managing Partner of 
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Casner & Edwards, LLP, bringing his invalu- 
able expertise in civil litigation, estate plan- 
ning, and telecommunications law to the great- 
er Boston area. Prior to joining the firm, How- 
ard served as an appellate attorney with the 
Federal Maritime Commission here in Wash- 
ington, followed by a position as Chief of the 
Administrative Division within the Massachu- 
setts Attorney General's office. No matter the 
challenge, Howard has risen to the occasion. 
His astute knowledge, wisdom, and high work 
ethic have earned him the respect and praise 
of colleagues and clients alike. 

As a resident of Orleans, Howard has do- 
nated admirable time and effort to enriching 
the civic and cultural fabric of our Common- 
wealth. Most notably, he has served as both 
Secretary and Vice President of the Board of 
Governors of the Handel & Haydn Society, a 
nationally acclaimed orchestral and choral per- 
forming arts organization based out of Boston. 
Howard has also been active in numerous his- 
torical societies, genealogical associations, 
and charitable organizations—a testament of 
his strong commitment to improving his com- 
munity. 

On behalf of all those whose lives Howard 
has touched over the years, | want to take this 
opportunity to congratulate and thank him for 
his hard work and service. As he closes out 
this chapter of his career, | have every con- 
fidence that he will meet success in all his fu- 
ture endeavors. 


HONORING DYLAN RENO 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Tuesday, December 9, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Dylan Reno, a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 87, and by earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Dylan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Dylan 
has shown an extraordinary commitment to 
Scouting as evidenced by earning 41 merit 
badges and holding several leadership posi- 
tions in the troop. In July of 2005, Dylan 
earned the World Conservation Award. 

Dylan's Eagle Scout service project con- 
sisted of constructing several bird feeders and 
landscaping around the "sitting room" of the 
Missouri Veterans Home in Cameron, Mis- 
souri. This project continued the tradition of 
community service established by the Boy 
Scouts of America. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Dylan Reno for his accom- 
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


December 10, 2008 


SENATE—Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


The Senate met at 10:30 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Honorable E. 
BENJAMIN NELSON, a Senator from the 
State of Nebraska. 


PRAYER 


The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of- 
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 

God of glory, center of unbroken 
praise, Your wonderful deeds of old 
shine forth even to our day. For the 
beauty of the Earth and the glory of 
the sky, we thank You. For the oppor- 
tunity our lawmakers have each day to 
labor for liberty, we praise You. 

Guide the work of our Senators. Em- 
power them to do Your will on Earth as 
it is done in heaven. May their lives 
provide models of exemplary excellence 
that will inspire thousands. Let Your 
compassion protect them and Your 
grace sustain them. Give them a new 
sense of power and purpose as they do 
what is right no matter the cost. We 
pray in Your great Name. Amen. 


—— ч с 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The Honorable E. BENJAMIN NELSON 
led the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


——— À 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, December 10, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable E. BENJAMIN NELSON, 
a Senator from the State of Nebraska, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska thereupon 
assumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 


ES 


RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 
The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The majority leader is recog- 
nized. 


SCHEDULE 


ORDER OF PROCEDURE 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
the leaders’ remarks, I ask unanimous 
consent that we stand in a period of 
morning business until 12:30 today; and 
that from 12:30 to 2:15 the Senate stand 
in recess. 

The Republicans are going to hold a 
caucus at that time. I ask unanimous 
consent that be approved. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, this is 
Wednesday, and each day we come here 
and say the document that is going to 
be the bill that we are going to report 
on is done. Now I understand it is done. 
But the piece of paper is not before the 
Senate. There are two provisions I have 
instructed Senator DopD—and he has 
agreed—to take out of the document 
we are moving forward on, and that 
should be done momentarily. 

I understand, in fairness, that all 
parties, Democrats and Republicans, 
deserve the opportunity to study this 
bill. It is about 25 pages long, as I un- 
derstand it. But even though we have 
some speed readers in the Senate, they 
still need time to study it. In speaking 
with various Senators today, it appears 
pretty clear that the minority, the Re- 
publicans, are not going to move for- 
ward on this unless there is a lot of op- 
portunity to study this legislation. 

Therefore, it appears unlikely we will 
be able to have a vote on this today. 
That being the case, let me say I will 
file the work done by the Banking 
Committee, the Senate Banking Com- 
mittee, because they are not totally in 
agreement with what is done by the 
House. 

That way I will have it here, we will 
file the necessary motions on that, 
which would mean we would have a clo- 
ture vote on Friday on a motion to pro- 
ceed to it. Now, we can always move 
that forward with unanimous consent. 
But everyone should understand, if this 
is something that everyone is going to 
make us dot every I and cross every T, 
then we would have that cloture vote 
early Friday morning, maybe as early 
as 9 o’clock. 

If we did that, then the second vote 
would not take place until Saturday 
afternoon at about 3 o’clock, give or 
take a little bit of time. Then everyone 
can do the math as well as I can. The 
next vote would probably take place 
about 9 o’clock on Sunday. So the 
point is, if everybody is not coopera- 
tive and wants to create problems, we 
would not be able to complete this 
until Saturday or Sunday, but we are 


going to complete it. And when I say 
“complete it," that means we are going 
to have our final vote on it, it will ei- 
ther pass or fail, but we are going to 
give Senators an opportunity to vote. 

As indicated in the press today, Sen- 
ator BIDEN said he would be willing to 
come back and vote if his vote were 
necessary. I apologize to everyone but 
not too sincerely, because I have done 
the best I can to move this forward. It 
is difficult. 

We have the House, the Senate, the 
White House, and once in à while we 
hear from the new administration. So 
it has made it real difficult to come up 
with a final piece of paper, which I 
hope will be forthcoming in the next 
few minutes. But I think I have done 
the best I can to alert everyone. I know 
there are lots of people, Democrats and 
Republicans have a lot of important 
work to do. But this is also important 
business we are dealing with, dealing 
with the Detroit automobile manufac- 
turers. 


жанынан 


RECOGNITION OF THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Republican leader. 


EE 
AUTOMOBILE PACKAGE 


Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, let 
me pick up on the issue the majority 
leader was discussing. Of course, we are 
not going to agree to expedite a proce- 
dure to a bill we have not read. The 
fundamental problem here—I know this 
is not the majority leader’s fault—is 
we have not been able to get a copy of 
the bill that we believe represents an 
agreement that has been reached be- 
tween congressional Democrats and the 
White House on the automobile pack- 
age. 

Until we get the actual bill and can 
read it, it is unrealistic to expect that 
I can ask my Members to advance con- 
sideration of the bill until we know 
what is in it. So as soon as we can have 
a look at it—we will be having a con- 
ference today on my side. Hopefully, 
we will have the bill by then. But as of 
this morning, we still have not seen a 
final version of the bill. Once we do, we 
will review it and see if it meets our 
standard for support, which will be the 
taxpayers’ standard for support. 

But as I indicated—and the majority 
leader has already picked up on that— 
there cannot be a vote on the legisla- 
tion today because we do not know 
what it looks like. 

On a bill this critical, with so much 
taxpayer money at stake, we cannot 
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rush this through without adequate re- 
view. We are happy to begin the review 
process as soon as we get а product. My 
Members will be discussing the merits 
of the latest version of the plan, as I 
indicated, at our weekly policy lunch, 
which will occur today around noon. So 
this afternoon I expect to have some 
more substantive thoughts on this lat- 
est proposal's chances for support with- 
in the Republican conference. We will 
address this issue before the end of the 
week. I agree with the majority leader 
on that. 

For those who need a refresher, let 
me remind everyone of the Republican 
criteria for this legislation: First and 
foremost, we will not let taxpayers 
spend their hard-earned money on ail- 
ing car makers unless these companies 
are forced to reform their bad habits, 
either inside or outside bankruptcy. 

This means workers will not be paid 
not to work, it means a final bill would 
not interfere with pending environ- 
mental lawsuits in a one-sided manner, 
and it means struggling car companies 
will have to rationalize their cost 
structures because a company that 
does not respond to market conditions 
is a company that is doomed to failure 
anyway. Republicans will not allow 
taxpayers to subsidize failure. 

As I have said repeatedly, my Repub- 
lican colleagues and I wish to put 
struggling car makers on a path to 
long-term success, but, obviously, 
there will not be widespread support 
for a plan that does not do that. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The majority leader. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I say in re- 
sponse to my friend, the distinguished 
Republican leader, we have had co- 
operation in moving forward on this 
legislation. I have not been a big fan of 
the White House, as everyone knows, 
for the last 8 years. But they have, in 
good faith, worked with us trying to 
get a piece of legislation we can bring 
before this body. 

That is one reason it has taken so 
long. But President Bush is still Presi- 
dent of the United States. He has tre- 
mendous power and rightfully so. Sen- 
ator Obama is not, in any way, wanting 
to step on that. So this is something 
that is important. I totally understand 
what the Republican leader is saying. 
If I were in his place, I would do the 
same thing. It is not fair to ask that we 
move forward on this legislation with- 
out people having the opportunity to 
read it and study it and talk to others 
about what is in it. 

I would hope, through, after we get 
the legislation, we can work something 
out to expedite the procedural matters. 
No one is under the illusion that we 
can do it on a simple majority; we are 
going to have to get 60 votes. I hope 
there is support from both sides of the 
aisle. I am fairly confident there will 
be. We will, later tonight, revisit what 
we might be able to do tomorrow and/ 
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or Friday to complete this legislation. 
We will do our very utmost to get this 
legislation completed so the Repub- 
lican leader can take to his caucus the 
document so people can start, hope- 
fully even before that, poring through 
it. 

I have said so many times this thing 
is done, it is on its way, and have been 
disappointed when my staff says: Well, 
there are a few more issues that have 
come up. I think that has ended. I cer- 
tainly hope so. I hope that at 12:30, 
when we recess, both the Republicans 
and the Democrats have a piece of leg- 
islation they can look at. 


EE 
RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 


EEE 
MORNING BUSINESS 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business until 12:30 p.m., with 
Senators permitted to speak for up to 
10 minutes each. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from North Carolina 
is recognized. 


EE 
FAREWELL 


Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, I rise to 
speak on the floor of this Chamber for 
the final time in my service as a Sen- 
ator from the State of North Carolina. 
As I do, I cannot help but think back 
some 12 and a half years ago, when I 
sat up in the Senate Gallery to watch 
another Senator Dole, my husband 
Bob, deliver his farewell speech in this 
Chamber after nearly three decades of 
service. 

Bob began his remarks by reflecting 
on words spoken by Abraham Lincoln 
in 1860, when a delegation arrived in 
Springfield, IL, to officially inform 
him he had been nominated by his 
party for the Presidency. Lincoln 
spoke just two sentences, and then he 
said to the large crowd of friends and 
neighbors gathered on his lawn: 

Now I will no longer defer the pleasure of 
taking each of you by the hand. 

I rise with a heart full of gratitude, 
and, like President Lincoln and like 
Bob Dole, what I wish I could do is to 
take the hand of all those who have 
helped me on my life’s journey and to 
express my heartfelt thanks. I would 
begin with friends from my home 
State. I have been blessed to serve the 
public in numerous capacities during 
my career. Without question, the high- 
est honor has been representing North 
Carolina in the Senate. I thank my fel- 
low Tar Heels for granting me the 
privilege of serving them. 

Then there are a number of North 
Carolinians now gone whom I wish I 
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could take by the hand again to thank 
them for the examples they set, the 
values they instilled in me and the 
love, guidance, and support they pro- 
vided. 

There is my grandmother, Mom 
Cathey. I can still vividly recall the 
Sunday afternoons spent with other 
neighborhood children at her home. We 
would enjoy lemonade and homemade 
cookies while Mom Cathey read from 
her Bible, which is now one of my most 
cherished possessions. My grandmother 
practiced what she preached, and she 
truly lived her life for others. 

My beloved father John Hanford al- 
ways supported my interests and 
taught me that anything worth doing 
deserved my best effort. When I wanted 
to run for president of my high school, 
which was not something girls did in 
those days, he stood right behind me 
cheering me on. He was protective but 
not overbearing. 

My precious mother Mary, who 
passed away just shy of 103 years old, 
was also front and center in my life. 
She taught me at a very young age 
that the real joy in life is giving back 
to your community and helping those 
around you, and she was always there 
to urge me to go the extra mile: You 
finished your homework early. Have 
you thought about entering that essay 
contest? Unbeknownst to her, mother’s 
example of hard work and dedication 
drew me toward public service as my 
mission field, my passion. She was a 
constant source of inspiration. 

My dear brother John, 13 years my 
senior, who passed away earlier this 
year, was а role model I put on a ped- 
estal. He encouraged me at every turn, 
providing me with invaluable counsel 
and infinite support. And there is no 
finer example of а beautiful, caring 
heart, а person who lives her faith, 
than John's wife Bunny. 

Speaking of faith, I am so proud of 
my two nephews, John Hanford III, cur- 
rently traveling the world as our U.S. 
Ambassador at Large for religious free- 
dom, and Jody Hanford, his brother, 17 
years with Campus Crusade for Christ 
and 15 visits to work in Russia and 
Ukraine. 

I also wish I could thank teachers 
such as Agnes Weant, whose dedication 
to young people led her outside the 
classroom on more than one evening to 
discuss colleges and future opportuni- 
ties with my parents, and Duke Univer- 
sity’s dean, Florence Brinkley, who en- 
couraged me to spend a summer in 
England studying at Oxford. 

Because of the support and encour- 
agement I received from family, 
friends, and teachers, I ventured to 
Washington, seeking to be part of 
something greater than myself. As a 
young adult, I was incredibly fortunate 
to encounter several great mentors 
who offered me direction, opportunity, 
and encouragement, mentors such as 
Bill Cochrane, who was thought of by 
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many as North Carolina's third Sen- 
ator. Bill served in the office of North 
Carolina Democratic Senator B. Ever- 
ett Jordan, and he was like à one-man 
personnel office, assisting eager young 
people in finding jobs in Washington. 
During the summer of 1960, I worked in 
Senator Jordan's office. Knowing that 
firsthand historical experiences are 
much treasured by young people, Bill 
helped me get a front-row ticket to my 
first national campaign on board Vice 
Presidential nominee Lyndon B. John- 
son’s whistle stop tour of the South. 
Although my staunchly Republican fa- 
ther was concerned about my riding 
through the South, especially through 
Salisbury, my hometown, on LBJ’s 
train, I knew Bill Cochrane was giving 
me an unmatchable learning experi- 
ence, and I was right. 

And how I wish I could hold out a 
hand of thanks to a remarkable woman 
who served in this Chamber for many 
years, Margaret Chase Smith of Maine. 
While working for Senator Jordan, I 
had the gall to request a meeting with 
Senator Smith. She didn’t know me 
from Adam, but not only did she agree 
to see me, she devoted an entire hour 
to sharing her thoughts and encour- 
aging me to get a law degree so I could 
bring some additional skills to a public 
policy job. I took her advice and en- 
tered Harvard Law School 2 years 
later. Senator Smith’s example taught 
me the importance of having an open 
door for younger people who also seek 
public service as a noble endeavor and 
might need a little advice and men- 
toring along the way. 

I was privileged to have the best 
mentor imaginable in Virginia Knauer, 
special assistant to President Nixon for 
consumer affairs. Virginia, a truly un- 
selfish boss, wanted me as her deputy 
to have every experience that she had— 
my first testimony before Congress, my 
first press conference, speeches across 
America. After working with her for 5 
years, Virginia wanted to support my 
nomination to the Federal Trade Com- 
mission. ‘‘Oh, no, Virginia," I remem- 
ber telling her. I said, “Т love being 
your deputy’’ when she broached the 
subject. Virginia replied: 

Elizabeth, you have grown and learned as 
much as you can in this job. It is time for 
you to spread your wings. 

In other words, she nudged me out of 
the nest. To this day, Virginia, at age 
93, remains one of my most cherished 
friends, and I am grateful to President 
Nixon for my many years on the Fed- 
eral Trade Commission. 

I am indebted to former President 
Ronald Reagan for asking me to serve 
as his Secretary of Transportation and 
to President George Herbert Walker 
Bush for the privilege of serving as 
Secretary of Labor. And I thank the 
Board of Governors of the American 
Red Cross and their army of millions of 
volunteers for allowing me to serve 8 
years as their president. At each of 
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these positions, I have been fortunate, 
indeed, to be part of a team of extraor- 
dinary, hard-working men and women. 
I thank all those who have shared the 
mission fields with me over the years. 

My special thanks to my very tal- 
ented and capable Senate staff. These 
incredible men and women understand 
what it means to be true servants of 
the public, to have a passion for what 
they do. Yes, we have shared a mission 
field. We have worked hard. We have 
had some fun along the way, too, and 
we made a positive difference for North 
Carolina and America. 

I thank all Members of the U.S. Sen- 
ate. I knew many of you as friends long 
before becoming your colleague, and 
you will remain my friends after I de- 
part the Senate. You will surely be in 
my thoughts and prayers as you steer 
our country through the challenging 
times ahead. 

Most especially, I thank my incred- 
ibly supportive husband Bob, who is a 
constant example—and probably for 
some of you as well—that a leader 
should have not only a strong back- 
bone but also a funny bone. From 
armed service to public service, elected 
six times by his Republican colleagues 
to be their leader, Bob’s more than half 
a century of service to our country is a 
constant inspiration. Because of his 
leadership, we now have the beautiful 
memorial to the men and women of 
World War II. Bob’s compassion and 
caring for his fellow man, exhibited 
through his actions in both public and 
private life, are to me unparalleled. He 
remains the light of my life. For all 
that you have done for me and for 
countless others and for our country, I 
thank you, Bob, from the bottom of my 
heart. 

I could never have dreamed of the 
people I have been privileged to meet, 
the jobs I have been privileged to hold, 
or the issues I have been privileged to 
influence. Perhaps Theodore Roosevelt 
said it best with these words: 

Far and away, the best prize life has to 
offer is the chance to work hard at work 
worth doing. 

I am so very fortunate to have found 
that best prize as a servant of the pub- 
lic. While I don’t know what awaits me 
in life’s journey, what will come next, 
I pray that I will find a way to con- 
tinue to work hard at work worth 
doing. 

May God bless America, and may God 
bless the United States Senate. 

I yield the floor. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Louisiana. 


EE 
BAILOUT DECISION 


Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I rise to 
discuss the very important issue before 
the Congress this week: the proposed 
bailout of the three major U.S. auto 
manufacturers. Of course, I have 
looked at this issue and the proposals 
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that have been put forward very care- 
fully because this is such a serious 
issue. I have studied the draft language 
that was released on Monday that cer- 
tainly constitutes the proposal as we 
have known it for the last few days. I 
have followed all of the discussions and 
ongoing negotiations and ongoing 
changes to that language proposed 
Monday. In fact, I have offered con- 
crete—hopefully helpful—suggestions 
of movements that could possibly gar- 
ner my support. Based on all of that, 
after very careful thought and consid- 
eration, I have reached two inescapable 
conclusions for me. First, I cannot sup- 
port this proposed bailout of the three 
U.S. auto manufacturers. Second, be- 
cause I believe this proposal actually 
dooms those companies to failure, 
doesn’t save them from it, I will use 
every procedural tool available to de- 
mand an amendment process on the 
floor of the Senate and to delay and 
block the measure as it presently 
stands. 

I don’t come to this conclusion light- 
ly. I certainly realize that the failure 
of these companies, should they go 
under, would be devastating, first for 
millions of individuals and fine Amer- 
ican families and secondly for our 
economy as a whole. In reaching this 
decision, I don’t trivialize or minimize 
in any way the impact of that sort of 
failure. Certainly that has been 
brought home to bear in my State, par- 
ticularly in northwest Louisiana. We 
have a significant GM plant in Shreve- 
port. I am very aware of the positive 
impact of that plant. I am very aware 
of the workers there, the families, the 
suppliers who are affected. And, of 
course, all across our State, I am very 
aware of auto dealers and other folks 
who are tied so closely to this indus- 
try. I oppose this bailout plan, not in 
spite of the suffering to all those folks 
and our economy that failure of these 
companies would bring, I oppose this 
bailout plan because of that level of 
suffering, because of that significance 
to individual workers and families and 
the economy as a whole. 

That may seem a bit of an odd state- 
ment to some folks. Why do I say that? 
Well, for two reasons. No. 1, this pro- 
posal, at its core, is about giving these 
companies $15 billion of loans, $15 bil- 
lion on the promise of a detailed re- 
structuring plan yet to come. So we 
give them significant amounts of 
money—$15 billion—so that they go 
through that process, so that they 
start that discussion, so that they 
come back to us months later with a 
detailed restructuring plan. 

Well, my reaction to that is pretty 
simple. I think the average American 
would say: What? Isn’t that putting the 
cart before the horse? $15 billion, and 
then later, after that is out the door, 
we will see a detailed restructuring 
plan? Secondly, even more important 
than that, it means that the impetus, 
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the pressure to make that restruc- 
turing truly fundamental, truly to the 
core, which is absolutely necessary for 
these companies to survive, that pres- 
sure is not nearly as great as if we held 
the money until that detailed restruc- 
turing plan was presented. 

The second reason I will vote against 
this bailout plan, the second reason I 
believe it actually would doom these 
companies to failure is that I believe it 
politicizes the management of these 
companies right at a time where they 
need to move in the opposite direction 
So that business and engineering con- 
Siderations alone guide their com- 
pany's futures. 

Let me say bluntly, I have no con- 
fidence—absolutely no confidence—in 
the present management of these three 
companies. But let me also say, if there 
is а way for that to go from bad to 
worse, it is by injecting into the proc- 
ess politics and a political appointee 
such as this so-called car czar. That 
would make a very bad situation very 
much worse. It would politicize further 
the management of these companies, 
again, when they need to move to a sit- 
uation where business and engineering 
considerations alone guide their deci- 
sions. 

Another good, specific example of 
this politicization is language which 
has been in the proposal so far to actu- 
ally prohibit these companies from le- 
gally challenging various moves for in- 
dividual States to impose onerous, 
complicated, different environmental 
standards on them. Again, we are 
bringing political mandates, political 
pressure, political decisions to bear 
right at a time when these companies 
need to move in the opposite direction, 
get away from all of that, which has 
been a part of the reason they are 
where they are today, and base their 
future decisions on business and engi- 
neering considerations alone. 

For these companies to survive, no 
matter what taxpayer dollars are in- 
volved, they need truly core funda- 
mental restructuring. They need to re- 
vamp and revisit all their obligations, 
all their business models, all their 
labor contracts, all their dealership as- 
sociations—everything that con- 
stitutes them as they presently are. 
They need to do that; if not in a bank- 
ruptcy process, they need to do that 
through a process which is the equiva- 
lent of bankruptcy, just by another 
name. 

This plan which is being worked on 
and will be presented before us is not 
that. What is worse, it is not only not 
that, I believe it will prevent that from 
ever happening and will, therefore, 
doom these companies to failure, no 
matter what taxpayer dollars are 
thrown at them. 

Again, for this reason, I have reached 
what is for me a clear and inescapable 
conclusion. No. 1, I cannot support this 
general bailout plan. No. 2, because I 
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believe this plan will actually doom 
the companies to failure, I will use 
every procedural tool available to de- 
mand a fair and open amendment proc- 
ess on the floor of the Senate and to 
delay and block the measure as it pres- 
ently stands. 

Mr. President, with that, I yield back 
the floor. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. CASEY. Thank you, Mr. Presi- 
dent. 


e 


HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 


FALLEN PENNSYLVANIANS 
Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, yester- 
day, I came before the Senate to pay 
tribute to Pennsylvanians who gave, as 
Abraham Lincoln said, ‘‘the last full 
measure of devotion" to their country 
serving in Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

'Therefore, today, I would like to take 
this opportunity to honor the men and 
women of Pennsylvania who have 
served in Operation Enduring Freedom 
in Afghanistan. This struggle began in 
the weeks following the gravest attack 
on American soil; it was a direct re- 
Sponse to eliminate the sanctuary of 
those who plotted the horrific events of 
9/11. 

The men and women who have served 
in Afghanistan have faced extreme dan- 
ger but have persevered with a can-do 
Spirit. Our men and women of the U.S. 
Armed Forces are indeed in а class of 
their own—all their own, I should say. 
And, like their brothers and sisters 
serving in Iraq, they mourn the sac- 
rifices of their own. 

So today in the Senate, I would also 
like to enter into the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD the names of those 25 Penn- 
sylvanian heroes who may have fallen 
in the battles of Afghanistan but who 
have only risen in our appreciation for 
their service and sacrifice. I list them 
now: 

CWO Michael Slebodnik of Gibsonia, PA; 

PFC Michael Dinterman of Littlestown, PA; 

LTC Richard Berrettini of Wilcox, PA; 

SPC Jonathan L. Luscher of Scranton, PA; 

SPC Derek Holland of Wind Gap, PA; 

PV2 Matthew Brown of Zelienople, PA; 

1LT Jeffrey Deprimo of Pittston, PA; 

2LT Michael Girdano of Apollo, PA; 

SGT Douglas Bull of Wilkes-Barre, PA; 

SSG Troy Ezernack of Lancaster, PA; 

Po3 John Fralish of New Kingstown, PA; 

CPT Bryan Willard of Hummelstown, PA; 

SGT Jonathan McColley of Gettysburg, PA; 

SGT James Fordyce of Newtown Square, PA; 

SGT Brett Hershey of State College, PA; 

PFC James Dillon, Jr., of Grove City, PA; 

SSG Paul Sweeney of Lakeville, PA; 

SGT Christopher Geiger of Allentown, PA; 

SFC Scott Ball of Mount Holly Springs, PA; 

SGT Jan Argonish of Peckville, PA; 

SSG Patrick Kutschbach of McKees Rocks, 
PA; 

CPT David Boris of Pottsville, PA; 

MSG Arthur Lilley of Smithfield, PA; 

1SG Christopher Rafferty of Brownsville, PA; 

MSG Thomas Maholic of Bradford, PA. 

To the families of these brave Ameri- 
cans, please know your son’s or daugh- 
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ter’s service will always be remem- 
bered and appreciated. Every time a 
child is able to go to school in America 
without fear, that service is appre- 
ciated. Every time a graduate looks 
positively toward their future, to live 
in a land of freedom and liberty, those 
who have served are appreciated and 
their sacrifice is appreciated. 

The response of these men and 
women—whether it was in Afghanistan 
or anywhere in the world that they 
served—their response to the ultimate 
call to service ensures that each of us 
may live in freedom. 

As Benjamin Disraeli once said: 

The legacy of heroes is the memory of a 
great name and the inheritance of a great ex- 
ample. 

During this holiday season, when 
thoughts of our families and loved ones 
are on our minds, I wish to express my 
condolences and gratitude to those 
families who have loved and lost some- 
one dear to them and also to express 
gratitude to those whose loved ones are 
now serving in a war theater far from 
home. Please know you are in our 
prayers. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CASEY). Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


EE 
PERSEVERANCE IN TOUGH TIMES 


Mr. TESTER. Mr. President, I rise 
during this Christmas season to share 
with the Senate and the Nation an in- 
spirational story from my home State 
of Montana. As a former public school 
teacher myself, I have known for a long 
time how amazing Montana’s young 
people can be. This story is a story of 
triumph over tragedy that serves as 
the latest reminder. 

Early on the morning of September 
18, Montanans in and around Yellow- 
stone County woke up to learn the 
tragic news that the Huntley Project 
school in Worden, MT, was on fire—an 
act of arson. Despite the valiant efforts 
by crews from the Worden, Shepherd, 
Lockwood, and Billings fire depart- 
ments, the school burned to the 
ground. 

Although sad and angry about the 
fire, teachers, parents, students, and 
the whole community rallied to sup- 
port the student body. As the Billings 
Gazette reported at the time: 

Huntley Project High was still burning 
when people in the tight-knit community 
vowed that the loss wouldn’t affect their 
spirits. 

Montana’s Superintendent of 
Schools, Linda McCulloch, put out a 
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request statewide for schools and busi- 
nesses to donate school supplies and 
books and backpacks and computers. 
Montana's business community and 
citizens opened their hearts and their 
wallets, even in this tough economic 
time, to help these students. 

Bilings School Superintendent Jack 
Copps arranged for classes to continue 
in the Billings school district at 
Skyview High School and at other fa- 
cilities to help them get through the 
first days after the fire. Later, tem- 
porary trailers were brought to the 
Huntley campus to help during the re- 
building process. The 230 Huntley High 
School students soldiered on in the 
Spirit of their homecoming theme— 
that being warriors. They simply re- 
fused to give up. I met with Super- 
intendent Dave Mahon last month and 
toured the burned campus. 

The Huntley Project Red Devils have 
long been a power in Class B football. 
After the fire, the whole community 
rallied to cheer the team that symbol- 
ized Huntley's toughness in the face of 
an unbelievable challenge. The prin- 
cipal said it well: ‘‘We’re red and black 
and we're back," as Huntley beat the 
Townsend Bulldogs in their first game 
after the fire. There would be many 
more victories as the team finished а 
perfect season with a record of 12-0. 
Last month, Huntley beat the powerful 
team from Fairfield 41 to 28 to win the 
Class B State championship in football 
as players from both teams played 
their guts out and left it all out on the 
field. It was the first State champion- 
Ship for the project since 1998. 

I wish to congratulate head coach 
Jay Santy, as well as assistant coaches 
Rick Dees, Mark Wandle, and Lenny 
Brown, all of the players and their par- 


ents, their teachers and friends and 
supporters throughout the Huntley 
community. 


America faces some tough challenges 
today. Last month, more than a half а 
million American workers lost their 
jobs. Many parts of the country are 
suffering from the foreclosure crisis in 
the housing market and the domestic 
automobile industry teeters on the 
brink of collapse. As we work here to 
tackle those tough challenges, I sug- 
gest we follow the example of persever- 
ance of these tough young Montanans. 
I suggest we lace up our cleats, strap 
on our helmets, and go out and get the 
job done. 

As we approach the Christmas sea- 
son, I urge the Senate to look at Hunt- 
ley Project school and the greater com- 
munity and look to the future with 
hope and grit. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, today I 
rise in tribute to the spirit of recovery 
for the Huntley Project High School 
which was destroyed in an early morn- 
ing fire on Thursday, September 18. 
The bottomless community spirit and 
immediate outpouring of support from 
around Montana has enabled this 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


school, its faculty and staff, 230 stu- 
dents, their parents and supporters to 
put their energies and efforts into 
opening its doors. Through the extraor- 
dinary leadership of school super- 
intendent Dave Mahon and principal 
Туше Mader, students gathered in the 
junior high auditorium at 8:15 a.m. on 
Monday, September 22, to receive 
School supplies and restart the school 
year in the wake of the fire. Classes are 
being held in trailers located on the 
practice field west of the burned high 
School. 

The weekend following the fire, fami- 
lies and members of the community 
came together to clean up temporary 
classrooms for use, donate funds to re- 
plenish music and sports equipment, 
books and computers lost in the fire. 
Donations have come in from commu- 
nities across Montana the Malta 
School District sent $500 to help, hav- 
ing experienced a devastating fire in 
1995. The school has received band- 
stands from Absarokee schools, cleats 
from a major sports corporation, 
backpacks from Billings elementary 
schools, donations from the local banks 
and area businesses and offers from as 
far away as North Carolina. 

The students have taken it upon 
themselves to shoulder part of the bur- 
den. They have applied to the tele- 
vision show ' (Extreme Makeover" to 
get their school rebuilt. They have 
been an integral part of sorting, car- 
rying and cleaning school equipment. 
And their academic and  extra- 
curricular activities are getting an 
extra dose of school spirit these days. 

The school and community rallied 
around the athletic teams at Huntley 
Project following the devastating fire. 
This burst of school spirit helped pro- 
pel the Huntley Project Red Devils to 
the Montana Class B State champion- 
ship in football on November 22. Hunt- 
ley Project defeated Fairfield High 41- 
28. The victory in the State title game 
on the Red Devils home field capped off 
a perfect season for coach Jay Santy 
and his players. A sign on the fence en- 
circling the field said ‘‘Devils risen up 
with the flames." Indeed this state- 
ment is true of all in the Huntley 
Project community. The Red Devils 
girls volleyball team also rose to the 
occasion to excel this season. After 
being displaced from their gym due to 
the fire, the team was forced to prac- 
tice and play all their games away 
from home. Despite this added chal- 
lenge the squad led by coach Iona 
Stookey placed third at the State class 
B volleyball tournament. I would like 
to congratulate these fine student ath- 
letes, their coaches and teachers, and 
allin the Huntley Project community 
not only for their achievements on the 
playing field but also for coming to- 
gether to support each other and work- 
ing to rebuild the school. 

Much has been done. More will need 
to be done. But we are Montanans, and 
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we have that frontier spirit and grit 
that pulls a community together with- 
out question and without hesitation in 
times of need. In the meantime, we are 
all pulling for the Huntley Project Red 
Devils until their school is rebuilt. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak in morn- 
ing business and to use as much time 
as I may consume. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


——— 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE 
INDUSTRY 


Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, obvi- 
ously we have been in negotiations 
with a tremendous amount of work 
going on around the question of the 
American auto industry and the posi- 
tion they find themselves in as a result 
of, first of all and foremost, a global 
credit crisis. So I stand here today on 
behalf of hundreds of thousands of in- 
credibly smart, productive, working 
men and women in Michigan and the 
millions of others around the country 
who design, build, service, finance, and 
sell American-made automobiles and 
have done so now for over a genera- 
tion—the people who not only build the 
parts that are given to the auto indus- 
try but to the vehicles that our brave 
men and women drive right now in Iraq 
and around the globe, those who have 
built America and the American mid- 
dle class, those who advertise and mar- 
ket and are engaged in so many dif- 
ferent ways in the foundation of Amer- 
ican manufacturing, which is the 
American auto industry. 

I also wish to speak on behalf of 
Americans today who have benefited 
from a great American middle class, 
built on the notion that we don’t just 
move paper around on Wall Street, we 
actually make things and we grow 
things. I know the distinguished occu- 
pant of the chair, from Pennsylvania, 
understands that, coming from a great 
State that makes things, grows things, 
adds value to it, people who work hard 
every day. The shower they may take 
is after work rather than before work, 
but they are just as valuable—and, I 
argue, maybe more valuable—in terms 
of creating economic vitality and 
strength of an American middle class. 
That is why every other country in the 
world looks to us and is rushing to sup- 
port their auto industry and manufac- 
turing, to create what we have had in 
America as a result of hard-working 
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men and women in the auto industry 
and other parts of manufacturing. So 
that is really why we are here. 

I thank our leader for his incredible 
diligence and patience. Senator REID 
understands the importance of this 
issue. He understands what is at stake 
in terms of 3 million Americans and 
their jobs and the broader impact on 
the economy. I thank him for his in- 
credible leadership. 

Ithank the Speaker of the House for 
coming forward and being willing to 
negotiate and be а part of the solution 
and for the great leadership she is now 
providing and will be providing in the 
House. 

I also thank our chairman, CHRIS 
DODD, who has had, as chairman of the 
Banking Committee, so many things he 
has had to confront, from the housing 
crisis, where he was way ahead in call- 
ing for action that we now know should 
have been done back when he called for 
it to be done, as well as his willingness 
to work with us now on the other piece 
for Americans. Most Americans invest 
in à home, and they hope they will 
have equity that will help them in re- 
tiring or taking care of their children's 
college education or will be there in an 
emergency. The next thing they buy is 
their automobile to get them to work, 
to get the kids to school, to go on vaca- 
tion, to be able to enjoy the American 
dream. I thank Chairman DODD because 
he has had crises in both of these in- 
credibly important industries to our 
economy and to American families 
placed at his doorstep. He and his staff 
have done an amazing job. 

I also say that for Chairman BARNEY 
FRANK, for the same efforts and will- 
ingness to focus on people on Main 
Street—the majority of Americans— 
not just on Wall Street. That is what 
this is really all about. 

I thank the Republican colleagues 
who have been and will continue to be 
involved. Senator MCCONNELL has been 
working and raising legitimate issues 
relating to accountability,  trans- 
parency, things that are resolved, I be- 
lieve, in this work that will be coming 
before us. I thank the White House for 
working with us in good faith, and Sen- 
ator VOINOVICH and Senator KIT BOND— 
all of those who care deeply and have 
come together in what is a bipartisan 
bill that is in front of us. 

Mr. President, how did we get here? 
There are a lot of scenarios. I under- 
Stand people who are mad at the indus- 
try for making the Hummer and are 
mad at decisions made 10, 15, 20 years 
ago, and some think workers get paid 
too much. I don't agree with them. АП 
kinds of perspectives have come to- 
gether to make this a difficult issue to 
deal with. 

What is lost, unfortunately, in all 
this is the real story of today's auto in- 
dustry. This is not your father's fac- 
tory. These are people producing the 
marquee vehicles in quality, com- 
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peting, winning awards, and are highly 
productive. They are the envy of the 
world in productivity. These are com- 
panies that have turned the corner and 
are rushing to the fuel efficiency vehi- 
cles. We could argue that it is not fast 
enough. I argue it is not fast enough. 
The early decisions should have been 
different, but they now find themselves 
in a situation where they are doing ex- 
actly what we want them to do. We 
have passed a 40-percent increase in 
fuel efficiency standards. We put in 
place in the fall funding for a provi- 
sion, which I was proud to champion, 
in the Energy bill to help keep the jobs 
here in America, poised to take major 
costs off of the industry by the United 
Auto Workers stepping up and being 
willing to take the risk on retiree 
health care, to move it off of the em- 
ployer, and a major focus on a year 
from now when the new vehicles will be 
coming out and retooling is happening. 
Everything is moving just as we would 
want it to be. 

And then a global credit crisis. We 
know about that because of the major 
debate and what we were asked to do 
by this administration, to step up in an 
unprecedented way to be able to ad- 
dress this crisis. Unfortunately, money 
that was given to the banks has not 
been lent. I have suppliers that I have 
met who are not able to get the financ- 
ing they need. We know dollars given 
to Wall Street have not made their way 
to the financing arms of the auto in- 
dustry, to people needing the loans, to 
auto dealers, and so on. We also know 
in a global credit crisis that this is not 
just in America. All around the world 
now, we are in a situation where there 
is the perfect storm that is occurring. 
So we look at a result of the tight cred- 
it crisis and low consumer confidence 
right now and the concern, frankly, we 
start seeing that someone may go 
bankrupt and people hold back on buy- 
ing a car. So the whole debate we are 
having is actually making it worse, un- 
fortunately, even though we have to 
have a debate. 

In November, auto sales dropped 
more than 30 percent—can you imagine 
any business that sees a 30-percent 
drop from a year ago—the worst month 
in 25 years for the second straight 
month. This is not just the domestic 
automakers. Yes, GM sales dropped 41 
percent; Chrysler, 47; Ford, 31. Toyota 
dropped 34 percent, the folks they are 
always compared to, as somehow they 
are magically more efficient, which is 
not true. Toyota dropped 44 percent; 
Honda, 32 percent. The reality is, this 
is a global credit crisis. 

We have a severe global credit crisis, 
consumers unwilling or unable because 
they have lost their job—they are cut- 
ting back—to purchase a vehicle, and it 
has hit capital-intensive companies the 
hardest. We can talk to those who 
make washing machines or refrig- 
erators or furniture and so on. These 
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are capital-intensive companies. Here 
we go, we can say, we shouldn’t make 
anything anymore. Instead of worrying 
about foreign oil, let’s worry about for- 
eign tanks. See how many folks want 
to give us a tank in the war. Let’s 
worry about foreign furniture, refrig- 
erators, batteries. We are America, the 
greatest country in the world. We don’t 
need to make anything. We can trade 
credit swaps. Obviously, that makes no 
sense. This is about where we go as a 
country in terms of our basic indus- 
tries. 

Automakers in Great Britain, China, 
Japan, Brazil, and the European Union 
have all asked for help and are getting 
it, by the way. They are receiving it. 
French President Sarkozy has intro- 
duced a $25 billion strategic investment 
fund because they understand they 
want an automobile industry in France 
and how important it is to their econ- 
omy, and they want to compete with 
us. The European Investment Bank is 
considering $51 billion in loans. China 
has done the same kind of thing for 
Chery Automobile. Brazil has stepped 
up. Australia has stepped up. You can 
go right around the globe. It seems 
that everybody, but some here under- 
stand this is more than just penalizing 
a company you are mad at. This is 
about the underpinnings of our econ- 
omy and fundamentally whether we are 
going to compete with every other 
country and make things in an ad- 
vanced manufacturing economy that 
we are in right now. 

Everyone understands we are in a 
race. Everybody else is racing, giving 
hundreds of millions of dollars to their 
companies, government funding for in- 
novation. We don’t do that. We put it 
on the backs of the companies. Every 
other country funds health care dif- 
ferently. Their companies don’t have to 
have health care costs. Our companies 
pay for it. 

We can go right across the board 
when we talk about parity, how we 
need to get parity. I am all for parity, 
if we look at the full picture. Parity in- 
cludes saying to South Korea that sold 
over 700,000 vehicles to us last year: 
You have to let more than 6,300 Amer- 
ican cars into your country. We did 
have a big discussion about parity. I 
welcome it. I have stood on this floor 
more times than I can count to talk 
about parity. But that is not what this 
is about. This is about a global credit 
crisis. 

The question is: Does it matter if we 
have an American auto industry? Is it 
important to make cars in America, 
trucks in America, tanks, the Stryker? 
Is it important to make airplanes? Or 
as long as we can buy them it doesn't 
matter? I hope the answer is, yes, we 
need in America а manufacturing base, 
an auto industry. 

One out of 10 jobs in this country is 
auto related—1 out of 10. In the middle 
of the biggest recession since the Great 
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Depression, can we afford to say: 1 out 
of 10, it doesn't matter. I certainly 
hope not. 

Our country lost 533,000 jobs just in 
November, bringing our unemployment 
rate nationally to 6.7 percent, which, 
by the way, we in Michigan would take 
that 6.7 percent and I bet you would 
too. We are in the heart of where this 
global economic crisis has hit. 

The domestic auto companies provide 
health care and pensions to over a mil- 
lion retirees and their families which, 
by the way, if anybody goes bankrupt, 
open your checkbook because the Fed- 
eral Government is going to take over 
those payments. 

When we talk about what happens if 
only one of these companies goes bank- 
rupt and the cost to the taxpayers, it 
will make the numbers we are asking 
for in à loan look like pennies, look 
like nothing. That is the reality of 
where we are. 

Motor vehicle parts suppliers provide 
over 780,000 direct employment jobs, 
contributing 4.5 million private indus- 
try jobs and 5.5 percent of all manufac- 
turing jobs. When we stop and think 
about it, there is more computer power 
in our automobiles than anything else 
we own. When we talk about Silicon 
Valley, their customers are automa- 
tion alley—Michigan. Think about 
what is in your automobile—the com- 
puter power, the radios, the leather, 
and the cloth for the seats, the tires, 
the glass. I can go on and on. It is all 
connected. 

In fact, the U.S. military relies, for 
instance, on Chrysler Cummins B se- 
ries engine, which is commonly known 
as the Dodge Ram, for uses as both pro- 
pulsion and electric generator power. 
This is one example of a production 
line that has to be kept open for our 
national security. Let me give other 
examples for the military. 

Even for my colleagues who don't 
care about the domestic auto industry 
but care very much about defense and 
national security and what is hap- 
pening to our brave men and women 
around the world, ArvinMeritor, а 
major supplier to all three automakers, 
has been а major supplier of axles to 
the Army for its 2% and 5-ton vehicles 
for over 50 years. Axles—it makes 
Sense—tank  axles, truck  axles. It 
makes sense. Do you think their major 
auto customer can go bankrupt and not 
pay them and have them continue to 
do business in this economy. Highly 
unlikely. 

Goodyear Tire, GM's second largest 
tire supplier, has supplied tires for the 
U.S. military for over 100 years. 

Navis, à key supplier of engine tech- 
nology to Ford, produces a variety of 
widely deployed military trucks and 
light vehicles, including the MRAP. 
Where have we heard about the MRAP? 
A key supplier of Ford supplies the 
MRAP, the Mine Resistant Ambush 
Protected Vehicle, the deployment of 
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which was, by all accounts, pivotal in 
the Iraq campaign. Ford supplied tech- 
nology—the joint light tactical vehicle 
and the future tactical truck system. 

Dana Corporation is a leading sup- 
plier of highly specialized axles to both 
the American auto industry and the 
military. 

I could go on and on. 

The point is, you don’t shut down one 
piece of this and not have it affect ev- 
erything else. This is a case of dominos 
going right across the country to every 
single person’s State. 

The failure of our industry would 
have debilitating ramifications for our 
entire industrial base and undermine 
our ability to respond to current and 
future military challenges. 

As I indicated, other countries under- 
stand and have been investing huge 
amounts of money to get ahead of us in 
a number of areas, including the bat- 
tery technology we all want in Amer- 
ica for that next generation of hybrid 
vehicle, that electric vehicle about 
which we are all talking. 

Germany has announced the Great 
Battery Alliance which will invest $160 
million in advanced lithium-ion bat- 
teries, 

South Korea will spend $700 million; 
China also. India has developed an 
automotive mission plan. We don’t 
even have a manufacturing strategy 
today for America. Our strategy is: 
Hey, they can’t make it on their own, 
we will go buy it somewhere else. That 
is just batteries. That is not all the 
other pieces. 

We could go into health care and 
what is happening in trade and what 
has happened. 

I have heard colleagues—and I am 
sure we are going to hear it again—say: 
Just let them go into bankruptcy. 
They will reorganize, restructure, come 
out a stronger company, and go for- 
ward. Unfortunately, in the automobile 
industry, it is not the same as a bank- 
rupt airline. I flew on an airline in 
bankruptcy. You buy a ticket, you 
take one flight. That is it. That is dif- 
ferent. This is the second most impor- 
tant purchase a family makes. You 
want to look at whether parts will be 
available, will they be able to meet 
their warranties. It is a whole different 
situation in automobiles. 

The Center for Automotive Research, 
in looking at this very closely, found 
that if one or more of the top three 
automotive companies files for bank- 
ruptcy, we can expect about 2.5 million 
lost jobs, direct job losses, as well as a 
number of other industries about which 
I talked. 

How tragic and, I say, outrageous, at 
a time when we have a wonderful vi- 
sionary new President coming in, car- 
rying all the hopes and dreams of all of 
us, talking about creating 2.5 million 
jobs next year, to have all that wiped 
out by our inability to come together 
and address this situation this week. I 
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am optimistic we will come together 
and do that. It would certainly be a 
blow to the hopes and dreams of the 
American public of creating new jobs 
for next year and beyond. 

I talked about the fact that suppliers 
would be affected. I have had very spe- 
cific conversations with those who in- 
dicated very specifically the compa- 
nies—and I will not name them, but if 
we saw a company go into bankruptcy 
now, the suppliers that would imme- 
diately begin to follow suit, suppliers 
that supply the Department of Defense, 
aerospace, other parts of the economy. 

We are seeing that suppliers, particu- 
larly with all the talk of bankruptcy 
now, find themselves in a situation 
where matters are even worse, of banks 
not being willing to give loans. The 
questions in the hearings I would like 
to have of the folks who have already 
gotten taxpayer money is where are 
they in trying to be a part of the solu- 
tion right now, people who have not 
had to go through what this industry 
has had to go through. 

I certainly welcome accountability 
and transparency. It would be nice if it 
was on everybody getting Federal 
money. But the reality is we have sup- 
pliers that cannot get their upfront 
funding. They are now having to turn 
to the automakers to ask for prepay- 
ment, where in the past they waited 
until the product was shipped and then 
they would have 120 days or longer to 
make the payment. From a cash-flow 
standpoint, suppliers are saying: We 
need the money upfront, which makes 
the situation even worse. 

This is a complicated situation which 
is, in fact, only going to be made worse 
if we cannot provide a short-term 
bridge loan. 

Let me also say, as I wrap up, I men- 
tioned before about taxpayer funding, 
the billions of dollars in liability we 
will assume in pensions, health care, 
unemployment costs, Medicare and 
Medicaid, and the lost taxpayer dol- 
lars. Bankruptcy would result in the 
reduction of personal income of $276 
billion—much more than $15 billion in 
& bridge loan we are talking about— 
which would lead to a total Govern- 
ment loss of $108 billion over 3 years, 
not to mention States borrowing. 

The reality is this bill, I believe, is a 
fair and reasonable compromise that 
reflects the global credit crisis that al- 
lows а short-term bridge loan until the 
end of the first quarter but then sets up 
rigorous oversight and transparency 
with requirements to come to the table 
to make the changes that are being 
talked about by colleagues, legitimate 
issues that have been raised about the 
need to restructure, deal with lower ca- 
pacity, and continue to deal with costs 
on all sides. That structure is being put 
in place to do just that. The overseer, 
or the person now being dubbed the 
“car czar,” can actually recommend 
that the dollars not continue during 
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that time period if they are not mak- 
ing progress on all of the areas that 
have been put together in terms of cri- 
teria. And no additional dollars would 
be given unless people were satisfied by 
March 31 that in fact there was long- 
term viability, that restructuring had 
been done. This gives us an oppor- 
tunity to have the restructuring that is 
needed to create or to sustain an Amer- 
ican automotive industry and Amer- 
ican manufacturing in this country. It 
makes sense. 

A lot of tough negotiations have gone 
on. This is à tough bill on account- 
ability, it is tough on oversight. It is 
much tougher than anything that any- 
one on Wall Street has been asked to 
do, that is for sure. At the same time, 
it recognizes that we are in a global 
credit crisis and that the ability for 
them to borrow—to get a loan for а 
Short period of time—is essential if we 
are going to have American manufac- 
turing. 

Mr. President, I hope we are going to 
come together. I know the House in- 
tends to vote, and we will be coming 
together to vote on this issue. I hope 
we will see à resoundingly bipartisan 
“yes” for a commitment to the middle 
class of this country to advance manu- 
facturing for the future and that we 
will make sure people's feet are kept to 
the fire, that the right things are done, 
but that we will not give up on the 
middle class of this country. We are 
not going to give up on 275 to З million 
people who are watching everything we 
are doing now to determine whether 
they have а future for their families 
that will give them a living wage and 
allow them to continue to be à part of 
this great American dream. I hope we 
are going to come together. I am opti- 
mistic that we will come together in 
the next couple of days and say yes and 
allow a whole lot of people to have а 
holiday season, a Christmas, that will 
allow them to know they have a future. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 20 min- 
utes in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
THE ECONOMY 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, all of us 
in this country are nervous and very 
worried about the American economy. 
This is an economic engine that has 
been the wonder of the world. It has 
provided so much good for so many 
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people, expanding opportunities for 
jobs and careers, and for people to own 
homes. This is an extraordinary place, 
this place called the United States. We 
have been through tough times and 
good times, and this turns out to be 
one of those pretty difficult times for 
our economy. This ship of state has 
sort of stopped in the water, the engine 
isn’t working very well, and we have a 
lot of trouble. 

Since the first of this year, nearly 2 
million people have lost their jobs. 
That sounds like just a statistic, but in 
a home where one spouse had to tell 
the other that they had lost their job, 
that is a disaster. So almost 2 million 
people have lost their jobs, and the 
question is, How many more will lose 
their jobs before we find a way to pro- 
vide a foundation for building this 
economy back to an economy of 
strength and opportunity once again? 

We are discussing here in the Senate 
and in the Congress a proposed $15 bil- 
lion bridge loan for the automobile in- 
dustry. My colleagues have been speak- 
ing about that, and there are a lot of 
jobs at stake, so there is a lot of pas- 
sion on both sides of this issue. It ap- 
pears to me that there are somewhere 
around 3 to 4 million jobs at stake with 
the automobile industry. I think the 
question is, at this precarious moment, 
teetering on the edge of a cliff with 
this economy, what would it mean if 
somehow we decide whatever happens 
will happen and we will let it happen, 
watch it happen, but we won’t take ac- 
tion? What would it mean if a couple of 
million American people lost their jobs 
on top of what we have just seen? So I 
don’t think the prospect is for us to sit 
around and be observers. We have to be 
active. We have to be involved, and we 
have to try to find ways to provide con- 
fidence that there will be an economic 
recovery. 

Now, I am concerned about this re- 
cession, which is very deep. It is dev- 
astating to American families who 
have lost a substantial part of their as- 
sets and their 401(k)s and their retire- 
ment accounts. It is devastating to 
those who have lost their jobs. But I 
am concerned about something else as 
well: I am concerned about a govern- 
ment and a constitution that somehow 
seems to have invented a completely 
separate approach to governing. And 
let me describe what I mean. I am per- 
fectly understanding of those that need 
to take and want to take emergency 
action to try to provide opportunities 
for the recovery of this economy. I un- 
derstand that. I have studied econom- 
ics. I taught economics briefly. I under- 
stand, having studied what happened in 
the Great Depression, the need to take 
aggressive action. But no one, in my 
judgment, has ever suggested that the 
need to take aggressive action should 
somehow obliterate the requirement 
for oversight and for accountability. 
But that is exactly what I think is hap- 
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pening today with an extraordinary 
kind of government outside of the reg- 
ular process that we understand gov- 
ernment to adopt based on our Con- 
stitution. 

Let me describe what I mean and my 
concern about it. As I look at what has 
happened with bailout funds, rescue 
funds, all kinds of emergency actions, 
there is about $8.5 trillion in taxpayer 
funds that has now been put at risk. I 
am not talking billions, I am not talk- 
ing about millions or thousands, I am 
talking about $8.5 trillion of taxpayer 
funds that appears to me to have been 
placed at risk. In almost all cases, this 
was done without the consent of the 
Congress, outside of any vote that oc- 
curred here in the Congress. 

Now, I am not suggesting that the 
emergency powers, for example, at the 
Federal Reserve Board that Chairman 
Bernanke is using—should not have 
been a significant part of this effort to 
try to create emergency measures to 
address the economic trouble we face. I 
am not suggesting that at all. What I 
am saying is this: We have people 
huddled in rooms around here for days 
and days and days talking about what 
kinds of conditions should you put on 
the proposal of $15 billion that would 
be a bridge loan for the automobile in- 
dustry, what kinds of tough conditions 
should they be, spell them out, make 
sure they are there. Well, guess what. 
With almost all of the Wall Street bail- 
out money, there are no conditions, no 
real accountability that I am aware of. 

Nobody was sitting in a room saying: 
You know what, let’s establish tough 
conditions when we open the Fed’s win- 
dow for the first time in history for the 
investment banks to come and get di- 
rect lending from the Federal Reserve 
Board. I didn’t see any conditions at- 
tached to that. You go down the list of 
things, and the Federal Reserve pro- 
grams are $5.55 trillion. 

Now, I am not suggesting the tax- 
payers are going to lose that money. 
They will perhaps lose some of it for 
sure, but some of it represents mort- 
gages that likely will be good in the 
long term. The guarantee of certain 
kinds of mortgage securities, the fund- 
ing for certain investment bank oper- 
ations—you know I am not suggesting 
all of this is going to be lost, but clear- 
ly some will be lost. The taxpayers are 
at risk. Did anyone talk about what 
kinds of conditions should exist for 
that? 

As I said, for a week now there have 
been people huddling about what are 
the strict and strong conditions you 
can attach to this $15 billion. I am in 
favor of strict and strong conditions to 
the things we do to move money into 
these circumstances. I am in favor of 
that. But why is it just here? Why not 
the $5.5 trillion? The FDIC program, 
$1.5 trillion, the Treasury Department, 
$1.1 trillion, $700 billion of which is 
called the Troubled Asset Relief Pro- 
gram—that, by the way, is a misnomer. 
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That is what the Secretary of the 
Treasury asked for. He asked for $700 
billion to buy troubled assets from fi- 
nancial firms. The Congress gave him 
the $700 billion. I did not vote for that, 
but the Congress gave him $700 billion, 
and very quickly he said: Well, that is 
not what I meant. I have changed my 
mind. We are not going to buy troubled 
assets, we are going to invest in capital 
in banks. So he promptly put $125 bil- 
lion into nine banks—some of which 
apparently didn't want it—in order to, 
as the Treasury Secretary said, expand 
lending because the credit markets 
were frozen. 

Well, guess what. That $125 billion 
called troubled asset relief money was 
put into banks instead as capital in- 
vestments with no requirement at all 
that they expand lending. The purpose 
of the investment was to expand lend- 
ing, but there was no requirement that 
they expand lending. Pretty inex- 
plicable to me. But the point is, $700 
billion of this $1.1 trillion is the trou- 
bled asset relief fund, and then Federal 
housing has about $300 billion. 

By the way, this has not been easy 
information to get. Some enterprising 
work by a number of reporters— 
Bloomberg, for example—was first to 
try to figure out what is out here in 
terms of liability. What are the risks? 
What are the American taxpayers 
being asked to assume with respect to 
a burden? The fact is, it was hard to 
find. And despite the promises and 
pledges of transparency and account- 
ability, it doesn’t exist. We are told: 
Well, this is not transparent because it 
is difficult to do that, to tell folks at 
so-and-so that this company got a loan 
and this company didn’t. I don’t under- 
stand that. The promise of trans- 
parency was not some sort of tepid 
promise; it was a promise that what 
was going to be done would be avail- 
able to be observed by the American 
people. That regrettably has not been 
the case. 

So the Troubled Asset Relief Pro- 
gram was a program that actually was 
the only portion of this $700 billion 
that was considered by the Congress. 
Despite the fact that the Secretary of 
the Treasury wanted $700 billion with a 
three-page piece of legislation, those 
who worked on that did put some con- 
ditions, accountability and oversight 
requirements in the legislation. These 
requirements that have existed for the 
TARP program don’t exist for any 
other program. 

What I suggest we do is this: I am 
going to introduce legislation that 
would the apply the conditions and 
other safeguards that exist for the 
TARP program—the Troubled Asset 
Relief Program—to all of the other fed- 
eral lending activities so that we have 
tough conditions attached to all of 
these activities and some account- 
ability and transparency and oversight. 

It is almost unbelievable to me that 
we have this massive amount of money 
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being moved around with no one—ex- 
cept for the $700 billion—in an elective 
position responsive to the American 
people. The American people, after all, 
are the ones who assume the risk of all 
of this—with no one in an elective posi- 
tion making these judgments. 

This is kind of an extraordinary form 
of government we are seeing. It is one 
I do not think you read in the Con- 
stitution. Again, my criticism is not to 
those who are interested in being ac- 
tive to address an economic crisis. I be- 
lieve you have to be active to address a 
crisis. But I think those who are work- 
ing now on the auto issue, who are in- 
sisting on strict conditions, are com- 
pletely at odds with virtually every- 
thing else that has been done without 
conditions or oversight at all. That 
makes no sense to me at all. 

The TARP program has conditions of 
oversight, accountability, and trans- 
parency. None of them are applicable 
to the other portions—which is about 
$7.8 trillion. Is anybody asking why? Is 
anybody asking why should they not be 
applicable? I am going to introduce 
legislation that would make these 
same conditions applicable to all these 
areas. It doesn’t matter whether it is 
an open Fed window or some other 
guarantee—we have $7.8 trillion of 
other guarantees that put the tax- 
payers at risk. In one way or another 
the American people deserve to be able 
to see what is happening to them. 

I am going to introduce a number of 
pieces of legislation. One of them will 
be to impose the same conditions and 
oversight in the troubled asset pro- 
gram to all the other programs that 
exist here. Second, I am going to pro- 
pose а piece of legislation called the 
Financial Reform Commission, cre- 
ating a high-level commission that 
would report back to the Congress in 
about 6 months about how we would re- 
form our system of finance in this 
country. 

We can’t continue this. The fact is, 
what happened threw this country’s 
economy into the ditch. It caused an 
enormous wreck. And we are going to 
keep doing it? I don’t think so. It has 
to change. It has to be reformed. Some 
of the largest financial enterprises in 
this country have gotten massive 
amounts of money, hundreds of billions 
of dollars, but no one has shut the gate, 
as I described yesterday. 

I come from a rural background 
where we had cattle and horses. I un- 
derstand about closing the gate. No one 
has closed the gate here. I described 
yesterday what caused all this—unbe- 
lievable reckless behavior, unbeliev- 
able greed. Lots of interests were mak- 
ing lots of money. 

The story the other day was about 
someone who was in charge of risk 
management for one of the big invest- 
ment banks. One guy is in charge of 
risk management, the other guy is in 
charge of trading CDOs—collateralized 
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debt obligations. The guy in charge of 
trading CDOs didn’t have a very dif- 
ficult time getting his activities 
through the risk manager and they 
loaded up. Both of them were making 
over $20 million a year. Let me say 
that again—both of them make over 
$20 million a year. This company loads 
up with massive quantities of toxic as- 
sets. 

Now we are all stuck with the propo- 
sition of the Federal Reserve Board, 
the Treasury Department, and others, 
including the FDIC, trying to come to 
the rescue but coming to the rescue 
without any notion of how you close 
the gate on that kind of behavior, first 
of all; and, second, what kind of condi- 
tions attach to that rescue. 

Again, I say about all this effort 
today and in the last week about im- 
posing conditions on the automobile 
industry—sign me up. I am for that. I 
am not for using taxpayers’ money 
without substantial limitations and 
conditions. But then why are we stand- 
ing here with $7.8 trillion having been 
put at risk for the American taxpayer 
with few or no conditions, with little 
or no transparency, with almost no ac- 
countability, when Treasury comes up 
and says we will stick $45 billion into a 
big financing agency, one of the biggest 
in the country, and, by the way, you 
don’t have to get rid of anybody. No- 
body loses his job. We don’t impose a 
requirement that you cannot pay big 
bonuses. We will just give you the 
money. 

The question is, What caused the re- 
quirement to give them the money? 
The answer is unbelievable reckless- 
ness by people who were greedy, mak- 
ing lots and lots of money. Why would 
you provide money to an enterprise of 
that type without very substantial re- 
strictions and conditions attached to 
that money? That is a question I think 
the Treasury Secretary should answer, 
the Chairman of the Federal Reserve 
Board should answer. The American 
people deserve that answer. We need a 
financial reform commission that de- 
cides how do we reform this going for- 
ward. 

Let me tell you about the reform 
that happened 9 years ago. The reform 
9 years ago, by the “smartest guys in 
the room," was: We are hopelessly old- 
fashioned in our finance, hopelessly out 
of date. 

Leading up to the Great Depression— 
the 1920s, leading up to the 1930s—we 
saw banks that were engaged in very 
risky enterprises: Real estate, securi- 
ties, a whole series of things that were 
risky. The country plunged into a big 
old depression, banks closed all over 
the country, and emergency legislation 
was put together—Glass-Steagall 
among them—that said: You know 
what. It is nuts to have banks engaged 
in risky enterprises. We are going to 
separate them, and we are going to 
make sure you can never do it again. 
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That is why legislation such as Glass- 
Steagall was passed. It protected that 
banking system whose not only reality 
of safety and soundness is important, 
but the perception of safety and sound- 
ness is critical, because without that 
perception, a run on the bank can bring 
а bank down. 

We went on after the Great Depres- 
sion, having separated those kind of 
risk activities from banking. Then, in 
1999, Senator Phil Gramm from Texas 
led the effort in the Senate, and the ef- 
fort was in the House as well, to say: 
This is hopelessly old-fashioned. Are 
you kidding me? We can’t create big fi- 
nancial institutions, holding compa- 
nies that allow us to merge investment 
banks with real banks and get involved 
in the issues of real estate and securi- 
ties and so on? Let’s pass a piece of leg- 
islation called the Financial Mod- 
ernization Act and get rid of all this 
obstruction that has been put in place 
after the Great Depression. 

I wish to put up what I said during 
the debate in 1999 on the floor of the 
Senate. When the Financial Moderniza- 
tion Act left the Senate, the conference 
report, eight of us voted no. I was one 
of the eight who voted no. Here is what 
I said in a speech on the floor of the 
Senate: ‘‘This bill will also in my judg- 
ment raise the likelihood of future 
massive taxpayer bailouts.”’ 

Iam not prescient. I am not someone 
who can see the future. But I believed 
what we were doing in 1999 was unbe- 
lievably ignorant of the lessons we 
should have learned from the Great De- 
pression. 

“The bill will also in my judgment 
raise the likelihood of future massive 
taxpayer bailouts," I said in May of 
1999. I wish I was wrong. Nine years 
later, here we are on the floor of the 
Senate, and we are seeing bailouts in 
every direction from the Federal Re- 
serve Board, the Treasury, and others. 
I also said during that same debate: “Т 
say to the people who own banks, if 
you want to gamble, go to Las Vegas." 

But that wasn't enough. We had a lot 
of folks who decided, you know what, 
we need to get banking, once again, in- 
volved in some of the more profitable 
enterprises such as real estate and se- 
curities. We ought to be able, they 
said, to pass a financial modernization 
act that allows the creation of big fi- 
nancial holding companies with a ho- 
mogenization of all kinds of different 
enterprises under one roof. They said 
we will put up firewalls, apparently 
firewalls made of balsa wood or paper, 
but we will put up firewalls, and things 
will be great, and so it passed. Only 
eight of us voted no in the Senate when 
that conference report left. 

Yesterday, I described what happened 
as a result. It was similar to hogs in à 
corncrib, grunting and shoving and 
snorting. You heard it for a decade, es- 
pecially in recent years. The most 
egregious part of it started with the 
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subprime loans, but it was also with 
derivatives and credit default swaps. I 
said this back in 1999: 

If you want to trade in derivatives, God 
bless you. Do it with your own money. Do 
not do it through the deposits that are guar- 
anteed by the American people. 

There were four pieces of legislation 
I introduced during the interim going 
back to 1995 to try to prohibit banks 
from trading in derivatives. Let me put 
up a chart that shows what has hap- 
pened with derivatives. The top five 
bailed-out banks: JPMorgan Chase got 
$25 billion in bailout funds from the 
U.S. Government. They have a notional 
value of derivatives of $91.3 trillion. 
The Bank of America got $15 billion in 
bailout funds. They have a $39.7 trillion 
notional value of derivatives. The list 
goes on. Citigroup, $45 billion in bail- 
out funds, $37 trillion in notional value 
of derivatives. 

This sort of mixes the terms. There is 
something called credit default swaps 
out there, something over $50 trillion 
of credit default swaps. If someone 
wants to know what they are, look at 
the AIG story. You will understand 
what brought them down. It was run by 
a little operation over in London with 
several hundred people. All this rep- 
resented an unbelievable amount of 
reckless speculation that should never 
have been allowed to happen. That bill 
passed the Congress. President Clinton 
signed it. We have people—some of 
whom will come into this new adminis- 
tration—who were supportive of it. I 
think it was a horrible mistake. If we 
do not recognize it now, even as we are 
trying to dig out of this hole, we are 
going to head right back to the next 
hole. We need to have the Financial 
Reform Commission that develops the 
recommendations similar to what hap- 
pened post-depression that will allow 
us to put together the kind of protec- 
tions, once again, to make sure this 
will never again happen. 

Let me also say I am going to intro- 
duce legislation calling for a National 
Financial Crimes Task Force. There 
needs to be accountability. I am not 
suggesting all of it is criminal or even 
a major part of it is criminal, but some 
of it undoubtedly represents criminal 
behavior. Yet there is virtually no in- 
vestigation going on, on these issues. It 
is so unbelievable. I chaired the hear- 
ings in the Senate on the Enron Cor- 
poration. You remember Enron. That 
was a criminal enterprise that bilked 
particularly the west coast taxpayers 
and ratepayers for electricity out of 
billions of dollars. I chaired the hear- 
ing when Ken Lay, the chairman of 
Enron, came and lifted his hand to tell 
the truth and then took the fifth 
amendment. 

Think of this, Enron was a big deal, 
a big scam and, in part, a criminal en- 
terprise. In retrospect, the amount of 
money involved there is minuscule 
compared to the trillions of dollars we 
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are talking about here that resulted 
from reckless business management 
and reckless practices. 

I talked about derivatives and credit 
default swaps. ГІІ just mention, once 
again, the issue of subprime loans, 
when companies were advertising to 
the American people they should come 
to their company to get a loan, because 
if you were bankrupt, if you had slow 
pay, if you had bad credit, they wanted 
you to get a loan with them. In fact, 
they would encourage you to get a loan 
with them, and you wouldn’t have to 
document it. That is called a no doc 
loan. You don’t have to document your 
loan. Come to us, Zoom Credit said, 
come to us and get a loan. Slow pay? 
Bankruptcy? Troubles? It doesn’t mat- 
ter—come to us. That is just an exam- 
ple. 

In fact, yesterday I showed that the 
largest mortgage banker in the coun- 
try was engaged in the same sort of 
thing and that has already collapsed as 
well and the guy who ran it got off 
with a couple hundred million dollars, 
at least as I understand it. 

My time is about up. My interest is 
in protecting the economy and pro- 
tecting this country and protecting 
American taxpayers. We need to try to 
give some protection to American jobs 
and to protect taxpayers and that 
means strong conditions, strong over- 
sight, transparency, and account- 
ability. I am for taking emergency ac- 
tion. I am for doing what we can to 
pull this country out of this hole. But 
we ought not decide we are going to 
impose very strict conditions on this 
tiny little piece and on all the rest of 
trillions of dollars, it is Katy bar the 
door; whatever happens, happens; and 
don't complain. 

That is not what the role of the Con- 
gress should be. This Congress should 
insist on every dollar that is com- 
mitted on behalf of the American tax- 
payers that we have accountability, re- 
Sponsibility and transparency and 
strong conditions. That has not been 
the case to this point and I intend to 
introduce legislation that requires it. 

I yield the floor. 


EE 
RECESS 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 2:15 p.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:30 p.m., 
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem- 
bled when called to order by the Pre- 
siding Officer (Mr. LIEBERMAN). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my 
capacity as a Senator from the State of 
Connecticut, I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


_ HEU 
EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 
Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, I ask 


unanimous consent that morning busi- 
ness be extended until 3:30. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? Hearing none, so ordered. 


EE 
AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 


Mr. BROWN. Mr. President, almost a 
quarter million Ohioans are employed, 
directly or indirectly, by the auto- 
mobile industry. The compromise bill 
we have negotiated—which I hope will 
pass tonight—means much more than 
just bridge loans for auto companies. 
This legislation means hundreds of 
thousands of middle-class workers in 
Ohio, in Missouri, in Indiana, in Penn- 
sylvania, in Michigan, and all over this 
country; hundreds of thousands of mid- 
dle-class workers in my State will be 
able to keep their jobs—jobs for car 
dealerships in all 50 States, jobs for 
suppliers in all 50 States. It means jobs 
at auto assembly plants and it means 
jobs at auto-stamping plants and en- 
gine plants in all those States I men- 
tioned. It means communities would 
not suffer yet another blow from mas- 
sive job loss. It means Ohio’s economy 
and our Nation’s economy will have a 
fighting chance to get back on track. 

Inaction means a present of pink 
slips for millions of American workers 
this Christmas. Bah humbug. There are 
some in this Chamber who would rath- 
er see our largest manufacturing indus- 
try go bankrupt rather than provide a 
bridge loan to success. 

Let’s be clear about what this legis- 
lation will do. The legislation provides 
a bridge loan to auto companies, a loan 
that comes with strict oversight and 
with strict conditions—something, 
frankly, the Treasury Department did 
not do with the financial services in- 
dustry. If the auto companies don't ne- 
gotiate а real plan for restructuring 
their businesses, all the interested par- 
ties—that means the auto dealers, the 
suppliers, the bondholders, the work- 
ers, management—if they don't nego- 
tiate a real plan for restructuring their 
businesses with all the interested par- 
ties, then the loan gets called in March 
or in April. This is not handing a 
checkbook over to the industry to 
make out whatever they think is fair. 
This legislation means accountability. 
It means transparency. It means no 
more corporate jets. It means no more 
golden parachutes when they hit turbu- 
lence. More importantly, passing this 
legislation means saving millions of 
jobs nationally, hundreds of thousands 
of jobs in Ohio and Michigan, and tens 
of thousands of jobs in Pennsylvania— 
as I said, millions of jobs all over this 
country. This legislation means the po- 
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tential, as the industry gets better and 
better—and it has shown improvement 
in the last couple years—it means the 
potential for new job creation. 

This bipartisan compromise legisla- 
tion will help ensure the long-term via- 
bility of the most important compo- 
nent in U.S. manufacturing—the auto 
industry. It will help ensure global 
competitiveness. It will help ensure 
and promote energy efficiency by de- 
veloping advanced technology vehicles. 

Let me say it again. This legislation 
will save jobs. This bill is about jobs. It 
is about creating а middle class and 
Strengthening the middle class. It is 
about jobs. 

Back in November, the auto compa- 
nies were given the task of developing 
detailed plans of how they would use 
taxpayer support and whether we, as 
Members of Congress and as the public, 
could have some assurance they would 
be able to survive and ultimately 
thrive. They submitted their plans on 
December 2, and they gave detailed 
proposals of how they will return to 
profitability. There are no absolute 
guarantees their plans will succeed, 
nor can there be guarantees. But based 
on reasonable assumptions—again, а 
much higher standard than the finan- 
cial institutions to which the Treasury 
Department has handed hundreds of 
billions of dollars—based on reasonable 
assumptions, these auto companies will 
return to financial health, and they 
will repay the Federal loans they are 
seeking within a few years’ time. 

Thirty years ago, Chrysler borrowed 
more than $1 billion. They paid it back. 
The Government made money. They 
paid it back, in fact, more quickly than 
the Government asked them to ini- 
tially. In the last month, the auto com- 
panies, dealing with us in this Con- 
gress, have done their part, and now it 
is our turn. We have two choices. We 
can either provide bridge loans to the 
auto industry or we can drive the econ- 
omy off a bridge. 

Seldom are the consequences of inac- 
tion so clear. If we do nothing, there 
will be a cascade of bankruptcies, not 
just in Detroit but across the country, 
including in the Presiding Officer’s 
State of Missouri, in my State of Ohio, 
and across the country. 

Last week a steelmaker in Cleveland 
announced that 450 men and women 
need not come to work on Monday. An- 
other week before that, in Lordstown, 
OH, GM announced a layoff of some 
number of autoworkers at Ше 
Lordstown GM assembly plant and, 
within days, major suppliers also an- 
nounced layoffs. Some 40 percent of 
production goes to the auto industry 
from the steel plant I was talking 
about. It is already competing in an in- 
dustry where foreign governments sub- 
sidize hand over foot. 

What happens to that steel mill if 
one or all of the big three go bankrupt? 

These layoffs are not just numbers. A 
young woman from Youngstown, near 
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Lordstown, wrote me about how her 
family moved off welfare when her fa- 
ther found a job when GM was hiring. 
She said the interview and testing 
process was extensive and the stakes 
for her family immense. When her fa- 
ther got the job, he was so happy he 
cried tears of joy. As somebody re- 
cently hired, she fears for her father 
and her family. The tears may soon be 
those of sorrow. 

Next week, Lordstown workers will 
conduct their annual food drive, feed- 
ing hundreds of families through the 
holidays. They contribute a third of 
the United Way budget. This plant con- 
tributes a third—these workers—to the 
United Way budget. They keep the 
hardware stores open. They keep the 
restaurants open. They fund the public 
schools with tax dollars. They keep 
firefighters on the street, police offi- 
cers on the street. 

My colleagues may not appreciate 
the dramatic changes that have taken 
place in this industry. Employment, as 
a whole, has been cut in half. Produc- 
tivity has started to match or exceed 
the foreign transplant factories. The 
UAW has agreed to extraordinary re- 
ductions in the pay and benefits of 
autoworkers in 2005, again last year, in 
2007, and again now. The UAW has been 
a partner in these negotiations, as out- 
lined by UAW President Gettelfinger to 
the Banking Committee only last 
week, and in putting the industry on 
the path to match the costs of the com- 
petition. 

If we fail to act, the consequences 
will be felt throughout the economy— 
in the credit markets, the supplier in- 
dustries, even the local newspaper. 

A little over 2 months ago it was the 
banking industry that faced a crisis 
with an urgent need for Federal help. 
As I said earlier, the differences in how 
we responded to the two crises are 
striking. The banking industry, ini- 
tially, through the Secretary of the 
Treasury, gave us a three-page plan, a 
three-page bill for spending $700 bil- 
lion. We obviously threw the three 
pages out because we wanted much 
more than that, but the revisions that 
came a week and a half later passed 
this Senate by a vote of 74 to 25. 

The financial companies themselves, 
five of which have received more than 
$25 billion each, not only did not ap- 
pear before Congress, they never pro- 
duced a plan on how they would spend 
the money, nor had they been asked for 
one by Congress or the Bush adminis- 
tration. Contrast that with what we 
have talked about for the auto indus- 
try. They didn’t have to testify about 
why they built or marketed structured 
investment vehicles, but we have heard 
plenty of debate about the building and 
marketing of sport utility vehicles. 

The idea Secretary Paulson and 
Chairman Bernanke made before the 
Senate Banking Committee on behalf 
of the banking industry is it needed 
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what it called patient capital that only 
the Federal Government could provide. 
The banking industry—Secretary 
Paulson and Chairman Bernanke told 
us—was in peril, but given Federal sup- 
port, in a few years’ time, it would be 
back on its feet. I don’t quarrel with 
the need to help the banking industry, 
though I have plenty of concerns for 
the way we are proceeding. The need 
here is exactly the same in the auto in- 
dustry, even though the standards for 
transparency we are setting are almost 
literally contrasted like night and day. 
The auto industry has been hit by the 
same collapse in the credit market 
that brought Secretary Paulson and 
Chairman Bernanke to Capitol Hill on 
behalf of bankers. It has the same need 
for patient capital, a bridge loan to 
take it to the other side of the reces- 
sion. 

We know this can work; we have seen 
it work in the past, but we have no 
basis to believe people will buy cars 
from a company in bankruptcy. That is 
why we can’t let it go to chapter 11 
bankruptcy. A structured, prepackaged 
bankruptcy—whatever term the law- 
yers in this body wish to use—if it goes 
into bankruptcy, people would not buy 
cars in sufficient numbers to get this 
industry back on its feet. 

AS we saw with the collapse of Leh- 
man Brothers, standing by while a 
company goes bankrupt would send 
shock waves to unexpected places 
throughout the economy. It was a ter- 
rible mistake that Secretary Paulson 
let Lehman Brothers collapse. It would 
be a terrible mistake if the Treasury 
Department doesn’t step up—which ap- 
parently they will not—but it would be 
a terrible mistake if now the House and 
Senate do not step up. 

If we fail to act, years from now some 
future Professor Bernanke, now Chair- 
man of the Fed, will study our actions 
and will absolutely marvel at the 
missed opportunity—trillions of dollars 
committed to the financial sector, tens 
of billions denied the manufacturing 
sector, with millions of people losing 
their jobs on top of the more than 1 
million who have already been laid off 
this year. If we fail to act, we will com- 
mit one of the biggest economic sins of 
omission in our history. 

Majority Leader REID is absolutely 
right to insist that we stay here as 
long as we need to get this job done. 
Let’s make it a truly merry Christmas 
in millions of living rooms іп 
Lordstown, in Walton Hills, in Toledo, 
in Dayton, in Sharonville, in Mans- 
field, in towns all across the State. 

I yield the floor. 


RED 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent to extend morning 
business until 4 p.m. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
MCCASKILL). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. BROWN. Madam President, I sug- 
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


жаманнан 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the period for morning business be ex- 
tended beyond 4 o'clock, and that I be 
permitted to speak in morning business 
for up to 15 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


| 
U.S. POLICY TOWARDS ISRAEL 


Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, I 
have sought recognition for a few pur- 
poses. First, I ask unanimous consent 
that my statement regarding U.S. pol- 
icy toward Israel be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, аз follows: 

U.S. PoLicy REGARDING ISRAEL 


I have sought recognition to address the 
subject of United States policy regarding 
Israel and the Mideast peace process as we 
look forward to a new Administration and a 
new Congress next year. It is my expectation 
that the United States will maintain the 
close, strong relationship with Israel based 
on U.S. national interests, especially secu- 
rity interests, and our close cultural and his- 
toric ties with Israel. 

While efforts are being made to bring 
democratic institutions to Iraq and Afghani- 
stan, Israel is the only democracy in the re- 
gion with our shared values. The record 
shows the U.S. vigorously supports a close 
relationship with Israel for good reason. 
Since the accords between Israel and Egypt 
in 1978, the United States has given substan- 
tial foreign aid to those two countries to im- 
prove their security and to promote the Mid- 
east peace process. Since my election in 1980, 
I have voted for aid to Israel in the amount 
of $81.6 billion, consisting of $28.8 billion in 
economic aid—including $1.3 billion to reset- 
tle Jewish refugees—and $52.8 billion in mili- 
tary aid. In the case of Egypt, I have sup- 
ported $35.2 billion in military aid and $23.9 
billion in economic aid. 

The importance of Israel as a strategic 
U.S. ally has motivated the U.S. to place 
special emphasis on Israel's security, part of 
which is promoting the Middle East Peace 
Process. During my 28 years in the Senate, I 
have traveled to many foreign countries in 
connection with my membership on the In- 
telligence Committee, which I chaired in the 
104th Congress, and my membership on the 
Appropriations Subcommittee on Foreign 
Operations, where I am now the longest serv- 
ing Republican on the Subcommittee. 
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As part of these travels, I have visited 
Israel 25 times and Syria 17 times with a 
view to assisting on а peace treaty between 
those two countries. As I see it, the key to 
such an accord is the Golan Heights captured 
by Israel in the 1967 War. Syria has long 
sought a return of the Golan. Only Israel can 
decide for itself whether its interests war- 
rant returning the Golan to Syria for signifi- 
cant reciprocal concessions. Obviously, the 
strategic considerations are vastly different 
now than they were in 1967 since rockets can 
easily fly over the Golan. If Israel could rely 
on Syrian commitments to allow Lebanon to 
function as a sovereign nation, stop assisting 
Hezbollah and withdraw support for Hamas, 
Israel might conclude it was in its interest 
to return the Golan to Syria. 

Israel and Syria were reportedly very close 
to а pact in 1995 when Yitzhak Rabin was 
Prime Minister and in 2000 when Ehud Barak 
was Prime Minister. Diplomacy has produced 
some results many thought impossible. Ne- 
gotiations with North Korea have reduced 
that nation's nuclear threat although that 
Situation remains volatile and uncertain. Ne- 
gotiations have moved Libya’s Muammar 
Qaddafi from horrendous acts of terrorism, 
including the blowing up of Pan Am 103 and 
bombing of a Berlin discotheque, resulting in 
the murder of US military personnel, to a 
willingness to negotiate and reform. Libya 
made reparations in excess of $1,000,000,000 
and abandoned plans to design nuclear weap- 
ons in order to be admitted to the family of 
nations. 

My studies and travel in the region lead 
me to believe that next year may be the 
right time to secure an Israeli-Syrian Peace 
Treaty if the new Administration aggres- 
sively pursues that objective. 

As I prepare to travel to Israel and Syria 
in the next several weeks, I have reviewed 
my Senate activities on this subject. I think 
it would be useful to list some of the steps I 
have taken so that my colleagues and others 
will understand my reasons for optimism and 
so that the incoming Obama Administration 
will have my thinking in setting its course 
on foreign relations in the Mideast. 

I first became deeply involved in an Israeli 
security issue shortly after being elected in 
1981 regarding the proposed sale of E-3A air- 
borne warning and control system (AWACS) 
aircraft by the U.S. to Saudi Arabia. Presi- 
dent Reagan notified the Congress that he 
intended to sell Saudi Arabia $8.5 billion in 
arms—which at the time would have been 
the largest weapons transfer in U.S. his- 
tory—including 5 AWACS aircraft and 101 
sets of conformal fuel tanks for F-15 aircraft. 
I opposed the sale on the grounds that it un- 
dercut the Camp David accords. I wrote to 
President Reagan in August 1981 to urge him 
not to proceed with the proposed sale, and on 
October 28, 1981 I said on the Senate floor: 

“Until the Saudis are prepared to embrace 
the principles of the Camp David accords and 
support the United States on this corner- 
stone of United States-Mideast foreign pol- 
icy, it is my judgment that they should not 
be rewarded with the AWACS and the F-15 
enhancement... . By focusing on the special 
United States-Saudi relationship. . . the ad- 
ministration has already moved a step away 
from the best hope for a Middle East peace— 
the Camp David accords and the now-rein- 
stated autonomy talks between Egypt and 
Israel." 

I was one of 12 Republican senators to vote 
for а resolution disapproving the proposed 
arms sale. The resolution was rejected 48—52. 

The same policy that led me to oppose the 

sale of AWACS to Saudi Arabia has guided 
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my actions throughout my Senate career on 
Israeli security issues. Before being elected 
to the Senate in 1980, I visited Israel in 1964, 
1969 and 1980. My first visit as а United 
States Senator came in September 1982. Dur- 
ing my 1982 visit I met with Prime Minister 
Menachem Begin, Labor Party leader 
Shimon Peres, and other Israeli leaders. I 
urged Prime Minister Begin to discuss with 
President Reagan the issue of a Mideast 
peace. I understood the two differed on what 
approach to take, but as I said on the Senate 
floor following my trip: 

“As I [saw] it, there [were] major mis- 

understandings which could be resolved, or 
at least clarified, by personal diplomacy be- 
tween these two men of good will." 
Prime Minister Begin and I also spoke about 
my meeting with Lebanese President-elect 
Bashir Gemayel who was assassinated short- 
ly after I visited him in his Beirut office in 
September 1982. I said that I saw some hope 
of Lebanese unification, and Prime Minister 
Begin stressed that a peace treaty with Leb- 
anon was very important to Israel. 

I returned to Israel in May 1983 and met 
with Prime Minister Begin, Defense Minister 
Moshe Arens, and Labor leader Shimon 
Peres. Prime Minister Begin stressed his de- 
sire to secure the delivery of F-16's to Israel 
before the scheduled date of 1985, saying that 
the planes were crucial for Israel's security. 

Following my meetings in Israel, I traveled 
to Egypt, where I met with Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. As I stated in my trip 
report: 

“I began [the meeting] by conveying Prime 

Minister Begin's respects as Prime Minister 
Begin asked me to do, and President Muba- 
rak responded about his esteem for Prime 
Minister Begin, saying that the Prime Min- 
ister was а man of his word and also... 
tough.’ ” 
I pursued a discussion with President Muba- 
rak on the question of further negotiations 
between Israel and Egypt in pursuance of the 
principles of the Camp David accords. 

In October 1983, I was an original cosponsor 
of legislation introduced by Senator Daniel 
Patrick Moynihan that would have required 
that the U.S. Embassy in Israel and the resi- 
dence of the American Ambassador to Israel 
be located in Jerusalem. Hearings were held, 
but the legislation was not passed by the 
Senate. 

I made my first trip to Syria in 1984 and 
met Foreign Minister Farouk al-Shara. Fol- 
lowing the lead of Congressman Stephen So- 
larz on an important issue, I urged the For- 
eign Minister to permit Syrian Jewish 
women to emigrate because the limited num- 
ber of Jewish men in Syria presented them 
with limited opportunities of marriage. Mr. 
Shara demurred. I raised the issue with 
President Hafez al-Asad four years later. 

I returned to the Mideast in January 1987 
to examine Persian Gulf security concerns as 
affected by the Iran-Iraq war, and again a 
year later, in January 1988. In Israel in Janu- 
ary 1988, I met with Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir and Minister of Industry and Com- 
merce Ariel Sharon. I urged Prime Minister 
Shamir to enter into negotiations that 
would provide guarantees for peace. From 
Israel I traveled to Egypt, where I voiced my 
objections to President Mubarak’s statement 
that the Camp David accords ‘уеге a thing 
of the past.” 

It was during my second trip to Syria, in 
January 1988, that I first encountered Presi- 
dent Hafez al-Asad in a meeting that lasted 
4 hours 38 minutes. We covered a wide range 
of issues: the Iran-Iraq war, which had just 
concluded; Syrian-Israeli relations; and U.S.- 
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U.S.S.R. relations. I found President al-Asad 
at that time to be a very engaging interloc- 
utor. I suggested, on a number of occasions, 
that I had taken a sufficient amount of his 
time, offering to leave, but he generously ex- 
tended the time until we had discussed a 
very wide range of issues. 

I also urged Asad to permit Syrian Jewish 
women to move abroad. Asad resisted, saying 
that Syria was ‘‘at war" with Israel, and 
that such emigration could only strengthen 
Syria's enemy. I continued to press the issue 
in subsequent meetings with Asad, and as I 
reported in a January 1994 editorial in The 
New York Post: 

“Asad responded with a romantic offer 

that he would allow any Jewish woman to 
leave when a suitor came to Syria and took 
her to the United States to marry." 
Irelayed that offer to the active Syrian Jew- 
ish community in Brooklyn and elsewhere. 
Ultimately, Damascus altered its policy and 
allowed Jews to emigrate. 

At the time of my first meeting with Presi- 
dent Hafez al-Asad, Syria was totally unin- 
terested in peace negotiations with Israel. 
Upon returning to the Senate, I voiced my 
desire to see the Secretary of State appoint 
an Ambassador Plenipotentiary, like former 
Secretary of State Kissinger, to concentrate 
on the Middle East peace process, as I under- 
Stood that the President could not focus all 
his attention on the region. 

I again traveled to the region in January 
1989. In Bethlehem that January, I met with 
the Bethlehem's beleaguered mayor, Elias 
Friej, who had been personally threatened by 
Palestinian Leader Yasir Arafat after the 
mayor had proposed a truce with the Pales- 
tinian Liberation Organization (PLO) in 
which the Israeli Army would cease using 
force in return for a cessation of violence by 
the Intifada. In my report to the Senate fol- 
lowing my travels, I urged the prospective 
new secretary of state, James Baker III: 

“Чо reexamine the merits of our dealing 
with the PLO. At an absolute minimum, we 
Should require that the substantial showing 
by the PLO of deeds instead of rhetoric." 

I traveled with Senator Richard Shelby to 
the region in January 1990. In a visit to Da- 
mascus, I again met with President Hafez al- 
Asad. As I outlined in my December 2006 ar- 
ticle in The Washington Quarterly, Asad ini- 
tially rebuffed offers to open talks with 
Israel, stating that Syria would only partici- 
pate in talks sponsored by all five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council. Israel 
opposed this format, believing that the odds 
would be stacked four to one against it, with 
only the United States supporting it in nego- 
tiations. When I pressed Asad on this issue 
again in 1990, he indicated that he had 
changed his position on the proposal and 
that Syria would be willing to participate in 
meetings organized only by the United 
States and the Soviet Union. As I reported in 
a March 6, 1990 floor statement, this change 
was significant because it appeared to be 
part of à broader Syrian initiative: 

“Та our January 1989 meeting, I asked on 
three separate occasions, separated by re- 
Spectable periods of time, what it would take 
for Syria and Israel to become friends. Presi- 
dent Asad answered, after a third query, that 
it was not a question of friendship, but that 
‘normalizing’ a relationship between Syria 
and Israel might be possible under certain 
circumstances." 

When I arrived in Tel Aviv from Damascus 
in January 1990, I was greeted with the news 
that Senator Bob Dole proposed to cut aid to 
Israel, Egypt and three other countries by 
five percent in order to increase aid to East- 
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ern Europe. In response to U.S. and Israeli 
news media inquiries, I publicly stated my 
opposition to Senator Dole's proposal, oppo- 
sition which I later restated in a February 7, 
1990 speech to the Senate: 

“This is not the time, in the midst of deli- 
cate regional negotiations being encouraged 
by Secretary of State Baker, to withdraw 
support from our allies. It is the wrong sig- 
nal to send, especially to Israel, which faces 
enormous additional costs as a result of a 
continuing emigration from the Soviet 
Union.”’ 

During a January 1990 meeting with Israeli 
Prime Minister Yitzhak Shamir, I relayed 
the news that Asad was willing to attend a 
conference sponsored only by the U.S. and 
U.S.S.R. On January 23, 1990, I said on the 
Senate floor: 

“When I was talking to President Asad of 
Syria, I noted a significant change in his po- 
sition. For example, on the convening of an 
international conference where it has been 
Syria’s position that a conference had to be 
convened by all five permanent members of 
the United Nations, he now is willing to have 
the international conference convened by 
only the United States and Soviet Union. 

“When I brought that information to 

Prime Minister Shamir, he expressed inter- 
est because there had been a concern that 
there would be undue pressure on Israel, and 
that is another point where President Asad, 
of Syria, was willing to make a very flat 
statement that there should not be undue 
pressure and that the parties should sit down 
and have the discussions." 
One year later, in October 1991, Syria partici- 
pated in the Madrid peace conference cospon- 
sored by Washington and Moscow. Although 
the three days of talks did not yield a peace 
agreement, the summit marked the first 
talks between Israel and Syria. 

In February 1993 I again traveled to the re- 
gion. In Israel, I met with Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin, Foreign Minister Shimon 
Peres, former Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, and Defense Minister Moshe Arens. I 
was encouraged on this trip when Syrian 
Foreign Minister Farouk al-Shara told me 
that the presence of United Nations forces on 
the Golan Heights would be accommodated 
by Damascus without objection. My hope for 
Israeli-Syrian agreement was further bol- 
stered by Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak’s reaffirmation of the importance 
of continuing the bilateral dialogue between 
Israel and Syria for broader regional peace. 

It was not until my sixth visit to Syria, in 
December 1993, that Asad said his country 
was ready for a comprehensive peace treaty 
with Israel. My interest in promoting a com- 
prehensive peace treaty between Israel and 
Syria was the motivation for each of my 
trips to Syria. 

In 1994, I joined Senator Richard Shelby in 
introducing an amendment to the Foreign 
Operations Appropriations bill to condition 
aid to the PLO on Chairman Arafat’s taking 
concrete steps to curtail terrorism and 
amending the PLO charter to eliminate the 
provisions which called for the destruction of 
Israel. The amendment was adopted by the 
Congress. 

During my August 1995 visit to Israel, Sen- 
ator Hank Brown and I met with Prime Min- 
ister Yitzhak Rabin, former Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir, Likud leader Benjamin 
Netanyahu, and President Ezer Weitzman. 
Prime Minister Rabin said that Israel stood 
ready to negotiate with Syria, but that the 
Syrians wanted the U.S. to remain involved 
as a third party mediator. During this visit 
I also met with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat. As I noted in my trip report: 
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“Senator Brown and I challenged Chair- 
man Arafat on why he made speeches con- 
demning terrorism in English and not in Ar- 
abic. He said his English was not good and 
made the contention that he had, in fact, 
made the speeches in Arabic. He continued 
to make speeches which poison the atmos- 
phere in which both parties seek а peaceful 
resolution to the conflict. . . . But it seems 
to me, Mr. President, that Chairman Arafat 
could do а great deal more than he is doing 
at the present time to restrain terrorism. I 
believe that the U.S. Congress, certainly the 
executive branch but also the Congress, must 
be alert on this very, very important issue." 

I returned to the region in January 1996 
and met with Prime Minister Shimon Peres, 
Likud leader Netanyahu, and PLO Chairman 
Arafat. I pressed Chairman Arafat on chang- 
ing the PLO's Charter, and he promised to do 
So within two months of reelection later that 
year. When I again met with Chairman 
Arafat in August 1996, he had yet to make 
good on his word. 

When Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
took office following the 1996 elections, he 
made a public announcement that he would 
hold Syria responsible for the Hezbollah's at- 
tacks in northern Israel. Syria followed by 
realigning its troops as if to prepare for con- 
flict, drastically raising the threat of direct 
conflict between Syria's four-million-man 
army and Israel's smaller but more sophisti- 
cated combat force. I was in Jerusalem at 
the time, and on August 27, 1996 met with 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
asked me to carry a message to President 
Hafiz al-Asad stating that he was eager to 
get to the negotiation table with President 
Asad. The following day, I traveled to Da- 
mascus and met with Asad for three and a 
half hours. As I reported in my floor state- 
ment following the trip: 

“I conveyed Israeli Prime Minister 

Netanyahu’s message that Israel had only 
peaceful intentions toward Syria, that both 
sides should move immediately to reduce 
military tensions, and that Mr. Netanyahu 
wanted to reopen direct negotiations be- 
tween Israel and Syria." 
Upon returning to the United States, I met 
Walid al-Mouallem—then Syrian Ambas- 
sador to the United States and now Syria’s 
Foreign Minister—who said that his govern- 
ment viewed my August round of talks be- 
tween Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and President Asad as having been helpful in 
deescalating the dangerous situation. As I 
reported in a floor statement: 

* Ambassador al-Mouallem told me that his 
government viewed my August round of 
talks between Prime Minister Netanyahu 
and President Asad as having been helpful in 
deescalating the dangerous tensions. . .and 
the Ambassador encouraged me to return to 
the region for another round of meetings 
aimed at helping the parties find a basis to 
reopen their negotiations." 

At the encouragement of Ambassador 
Walid al-Mouallem and Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu, I returned to the region 
three months later, in November 1996. Dur- 
ing my November 20 meeting with Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, he told me 
that: 

*[T]ensions with Syria [have] been reduced 
since the August/September time period and 
that he wants to continue to deescalate the 
saber rattling. He asked me to convey this 
and specifically that Israel has no aggressive 
intent against Syria." 

As I further noted in my trip report, 
Netanyahu also asked me to tell Asad: 

“аб [Netanyahu] wishes to [reopen 

peace talks] as soon as possible and that he 
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is ready, willing, and able to be personally 
involved in such talks." 

I flew to Damascus following my meeting 
with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu to 
convey the message to Asad. As I later said 
on the Senate floor: 

“President Asad did generally seem to 
share Prime Minister Netanyahu’s desire to 
continue to ease and avoid military tensions 
which could lead to unintended hostilities. 
Asad received this portion of Prime Minister 
Netanyahu’s message positively and reiter- 
ated his own return message to the same ef- 
fect." 

As I further noted in my Senate speech: 

““Т came away from this round of meetings 
convinced that the logjam might be broken, 
but only with direct action by the President 
of the United States." 

I returned to the region in December 1997, 
and as I said before the Senate, I came away 
from meetings with Prime Minister Ben- 
jamin Netanyahu and President Asad with 
the conviction that:‘ 

“Activist intervention by the President 
could well bring the Israeli-Syrian tract to a 
conclusion. As to the Palestinian-Israeli 
tract, it is much more complicated. But, 
here again I have urged the President to 
bring Mr. Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat into the 
same room, at the same time, to hear their 
complaints and to try to bring a resolution 
to these very serious problems.” 

In December 1998, I traveled with President 
Clinton to the Middle East to encourage the 
advancement of the Israeli-Palestinian peace 
process in the wake of the accords reached in 
October of 1998 at Wye Plantation. As I noted 
following the trip: 

* Although somewhat overshadowed by the 
pending impeachment process, the Presi- 
dent’s trip was useful, I believe, in applying 
pressure to the sides to abide by their com- 
mitments toward future progress." 

During my August 1999 trip to Israel, I met 
with Foreign Minister David Levy and Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak. Prime Minister Barak 
explained to me that if Israel did not make 
peace at that time, he was certain that there 
would be another war in the Middle East. I 
understood that it was for this reason that 
he wanted to move forward rapidly with the 
Wye Accords, despite the political risk. 

In January 2000, I traveled to Israel and 
met with Prime Minister Barak and Mr. Dan 
Meridor, à member of the Knesset and Chair- 
man of the Knesset Foreign Affairs and De- 
fense Committee. Prime Minister Barak and 
I discussed the recent Syrian-Israeli peace 
talks. I also joined Major General Uzi Dayan, 
the Israeli Defense Force Deputy Chief of 
Staff and cousin of the late Moshe Dayan, in 
reviewing the Arrow Anti-Missile System, a 
weapon with a theater ballistic missile de- 
fense capability. I understood then that 
rockets launched by Hezbollah and Hamas 
pose à major threat to Israel's security. To 
counter this threat, I have long supported 
full funding for the Arrow Anti-Missile Sys- 
tem, the ‘‘David’s Sling" Weapon System, 
and the Counter Terrorism Technical Sup- 
port Working Group. I have helped secure 
over $1.4 billion for the Arrow Anti-Missile 
System over the past 19 years. 

Syrian President Hafez al-Asad died in 
June 2000. I was the only member of Congress 
to attend his funeral. It was a 33-hour trip— 
15 hours over, 3 hours on the ground, and 15 
hours back. I made the trip to pay my re- 
Spects and to meet the new President, 
Bashar al-Asad. I found my 9 meetings with 
President Hafez al-Asad between 1988 and his 
death in 2000 to be fascinating, very inform- 
ative and educational for me, and, I think, 
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helpful in promoting better relations be- 
tween Israel and Syria. 

In December 2000, I introduced a bill to 
prohibit assistance to the Palestinian Au- 
thority unless and until the President cer- 
tified to Congress that the Palestinian Au- 
thority had removed the anti-Semitic, anti- 
Israel content included in textbooks, used in 
schools, and on radio and television broad- 
casts made by publicly funded facilities in 
the Palestinian Authority-controlled areas 
of the West Bank and Gaza. 

In January 2001, I traveled to Israel and 
met with Prime Minister Barak and Likud 
leader Ariel Sharon and discussed negotia- 
tions with Chairman Arafat. As I recounted 
on the floor of the Senate: 

‘Prime Minister Barak stated that the 
only reason he had not already ended his ne- 
gotiations with Arafat was to give President 
Clinton, who had personally invested so 
much in the negotiations, one last chance to 
broker peace in the region." 

I returned three months later, in April, 
and met with Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, 
Foreign Minister Shimon Peres, former 
Prime Minister Ehud Barak, and Minister of 
Defense Binyamin Eliezer. I described the 
mood and content of my meeting with Prime 
Minister Ariel Sharon in my subsequent re- 
port to the Senate: 

“Our meeting was conducted with a back- 
drop of an escalating conflict. During the 
previous evening, Israeli planes had bombed 
a Syrian radar installation in Lebanon in re- 
taliation for the actions of Hezbollah in 
south Lebanon. I started my conversation 
with the Prime Minister by noting that the 
Egyptian Foreign Minister had asked me to 
talk to Chairman Arafat. Prime Minister 
Ariel Sharon wasted no time in delivering 
his message. The policy of the Israeli govern- 
ment would be to draw a distinction between 
the civilian population and terrorists. ... 
He stated that he plans to ease the condi- 
tions in the territories. . . . Although Shar- 
on did express some willingness to negotia- 
tion, it was clear that in his eyes the plan 
pushed by President Clinton in his waning 
days in office, is dead." 

At the time of my March 2002 trip to Israel, 
the United States was still reeling from the 
attacks of September 11, 2001. During my 
visit I met with Prime Minister Ariel Sharon 
and PLO Chairman Arafat. As recorded in 
my trip report: 

“When I saw Chairman Arafat, I conveyed 

[former US Central Command Commander, 
General Anthony Zinni's] message that 
Chairman Arafat ought to make an em- 
phatic, unequivocal statement in Arabic to 
stop the suicide bombings. Chairman Arafat 
refused to do that." 
I pursued this issue further, and on October 
30, 2003, I held à Labor, Health, Human Serv- 
ices and Education Subcommittee hearing 
titled ‘‘Palestinian Education: Teaching 
Peace or War?" in which the subcommittee 
examined the Palestinian Authority’s role in 
encouraging Palestinian youth to commit 
suicide bombings. 

During my March 2002 trip I also traveled 
to Damascus and met with President Bashar 
al-Asad. As I told the Senate: 

“I commented about President Asad’s 
[2001] speech where he equated Naziism with 
Zionism. I told him that that not only was 
unacceptable and problematic for the inter- 
national Jewish community, but for the 
international community generally. ... I 
said equating Zionism and Naziism is very 
repugnant, that the principal reason for the 
Jewish action in Israel was the Holocaust 
and the incarceration of six million Jews, 
and that kind of equation is unacceptable." 
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During my January 2008 trip to the region, 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon castigated 
Syria for harboring terrorist organizations 
and aiding Hezbollah in Lebanon. I asked 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon if he would be 
willing to enter into peace negotiations with 
Damascus, brokered by the United States, 
similar to those which Prime Minister Rabin 
had participated in in the 1990s. Prime Min- 
ister Ariel Sharon acquiesced with the assur- 
ances that there would be no preconditions 
to the talks. Three days later, I passed this 
message along to President Bashar al-Asad, 
who responded favorably, saying he was will- 
ing to participate in peace talks with Israel. 
As I noted in The Washington Quarterly: 

“Не said that he did not think it appro- 
priate to conclude a treaty before Israel and 
the Palestinian Authority had reached a 
final settlement but that Syrian-Israeli 
talks could proceed on a separate track." 
During this trip I also met with former 
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak, former 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres, Foreign Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu, Israeli Attorney 
General Elyakim Rubenstein, and chief Pal- 
estinian Authority negotiator Saeb Erekat, 
to whom I expressed my opinion of the need 
for the Chairman to step aside, as I thought 
it unrealistic to rely on Chairman Arafat in 
the peace process because of the evidence im- 
plicating him in terror. 

On November 8, 2005, as Chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, I held а hearing titled 
“Saudi Arabia: Friend or Foe in the War on 
Terror," to examine the role of the Saudis in 
allowing illicit financing of terrorist groups, 
including Palestinian terrorist organiza- 
tions, from within the kingdom and in dis- 
seminating hateful anti-American and anti- 
Israeli propaganda throughout Islamic 
schools and mosques in the U.S. In June 2005, 
and again in November 2007, I introduced leg- 
islation calling for full Saudi cooperation in 
the investigation of terrorist incidents and 
an end to Saudi support for institutions that 
fund, train, incite, encourage or aid and abet 
terrorism. 

In December 2005, I traveled to Israel and 
met with former Prime Minister Ehud Barak 
and former Prime Minister Shimon Peres. 
Peres and I discussed the Palestinian Au- 
thority and he said that if Hamas were to 
win the upcoming elections, it would be a 
wasted victory because Hamas is a religious 
based group and has no room for com- 
promise. In an August 2006 visit to Israel I 
met with Prime Minister Ehud Olmert and 
Defense minister Amir Peretz. Prime Min- 
ister Olmert and I discussed Iran, and he em- 
phasized that the international community 
must realize the threat Iran poses and act to 
confront it accordingly. As I noted to the 
Senate following my trip: 

“On the question of Hamas, [Prime Min- 
ister Olmert] expressed hope that Abu Mazen 
would exert his authority and garner more 
control over the territories." 

Defense Minister Peretz and I discussed the 
conflict with Hezbollah. I said in my trip re- 
port: 

“Peretz expressed his view that the Inter- 
national Community must examine the rules 
of war for the UN mission in southern Leb- 
anon as Hezbollah is not a conventional 
force." 

I concurred, believing that, if there were 
not a sufficient peacekeeping force on the 
ground, Hezbollah would have the oppor- 
tunity to rearm. 

In December 2006, I traveled to Israel and 
met with Prime Minister Olmert, Foreign 
Minister Tzipi Livni, and former Prime Min- 
ister Benjamin Netanyahu. A major issue of 
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discussion was President Asad's interest in 
resuming peace negotiations. 

During this trip, I traveled to Damascus 
against explicit objections of Secretary of 
State Condoleezza Rice. I considered her ob- 
jections, but felt that traveling to Syria was 
necessary in order to keep dialogue open be- 
tween our nations. I believed that Senators 
have а role such as the one I was under- 
taking and the constitutional doctrine of 
Separation of powers gave me ample standing 
to pursue the course of conduct I thought ap- 
propriate. On this occasion, I met exten- 
sively for more than an hour with Foreign 
Minister Walid al-Mouallem and the next 
day for а little over an hour with President 
Bashar al-Asad. President Asad said that he 
was interested in undertaking peace negotia- 
tions with Israel. He said he was obviously 
looking for а return of the Golan, in return 
for which he would provide assistance on the 
fragile truce which Israel then had with 
Hezbollah. 

I pressed President Bashar al-Asad on the 
obligations Syria had to abide by U.N. Reso- 
lution 1701 not to support Hezbollah, and he 
said Syria would honor that obligation. I, 
also, pressed him on allowing the U.S. inves- 
tigation into the assassination of Lebanese 
Prime Minister Hariri, and again I received 
his assurances on that subject. It is always 
difficult to know the validity of such assur- 
ances, but I think the dialogue and the con- 
versation and pressing the point is very 
worthwhile. 

Following my meeting, I wrote to Presi- 
dent al-Asad to reiterate previous requests 
for assistance in determining the fate of Guy 
Hever, the Israeli soldier who disappeared 
from the Golan Heights on August 17, 1997. 
My efforts proved to no avail. 

When I later told Prime Minister Olmert 
about Asad's desire to negotiate, he said 
Israel would need a "credible sign" that 
Asad is sincere before giving him legitimacy. 

In March, 2007, I joined 78 of my Senate 
colleagues in writing to Secretary Rice to 
express our support for the principles put 
forward by the Quartet regarding restric- 
tions on aid to the Palestinian Authority. As 
proposed by the Quartet, for the Palestinian 
Authority to receive direct aid, it would 
have to: recognize Israel's right to exist; re- 
nounce violence and terror; and accept pre- 
vious Israeli/Palestinian agreements. In the 
letter we expressed disappointment that the 
Mecca agreement between Hamas and Fatah 
failed to meet these principles. 

In September 2007, I wrote a letter to Sec- 
retary Rice stating: 

“The essence is that a strong U.S. effort to 
resolve the differences between Israel and 
Syria could have a profound effect on chang- 
ing Syria's provocative/antagonistic activi- 
ties with Iran, Lebanon, Hezbollah and 
Hamas." 

In October 2007, I wrote a letter to President 
Bush urging him to personally participate in 
the Mideast peace process: 

“As you know, І have done considerable 
work on these issues over the past two dec- 
ades. . . . I believe that a major U.S. effort 
to push Israeli-Syrian negotiations could be 
very productive over the next several 
months. .. . Minister Barak said that your 
personal participation in such negotiations 
at this time could be the causative factor in 
producing peace in the Mideast.”’ 

My most recent visit to the region came in 
December 2007. In Israel, I met with Prime 
Minster Olmert, Foreign Minister Livni, De- 
fense Minister Barak, President Peres, and 
Likud leader Benjamin Netanyahu. Issues 
discussed included the November 2007 Annap- 
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olis Conference, Iran's influence in the re- 
gion, and what could be gained by engaging 
Syria to end its support for Hezbollah and 
Hamas. Regarding the last topic, I said on 
the Senate floor following my trip: 

“But as Prime Minister Olmert com- 
mented ... there are very material advan- 
tages which could come if Syria would stop 
supporting Hamas. It would promote the pos- 
sibilities of a treaty between Palestinian 
President Abbas and Israel. If Syria would 
stop supporting Hezbollah and destabilizing 
Lebanon, there could be а great advantage. 
Such a treaty would have the potential of 
driving à wedge between Syria and Iran 
which would be of value." 

During this trip, I also met with Syrian 
President Bashar al-Asad and Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas. I again asked 
President Asad about the fates of Ron Arad 
and Guy Hever, and was told, as I had been 
in the past, that they have no knowledge as 
to what happened to them. I also asked 
about captured soldiers Ehud Goldwasser and 
Eldad Regev, who had been taken by 
Hezbollah, and Gilad Shalit, who was being 
held by Hamas. I later met with Gilad 
Shalit's father in Washington, to whom I re- 
iterated my pledge to do whatever I could to 
help secure the return of captured Israeli sol- 
diers or, where they had perished, to obtain 
their remains. 

A major issue of discussion with President 
Asad and President Abbas was what could 
now be done to pursue the conclusions of the 
Annapolis Conference, at which the Joint 
Israeli-Palestinian Declaration was issued: 

“We express our determination to bring an 
end to bloodshed, suffering and decades of 
conflict between our peoples; to usher in а 
new era of peace, based on freedom, security, 
justice, dignity, respect and mutual recogni- 
tion; to propagate a culture of peace and 
nonviolence; to confront terrorism and in- 
citement, whether committed by Palestin- 
ians or Israelis." 

In April 2008, I introduced a resolution urg- 
ing Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas to officially abrogate the 
ten articles in the Fatah Constitution that 
call for Israel's destruction and terrorism 
against Israel, that oppose any political so- 
lution, and that label Zionism as racism. By 
striking that language from its constitution, 
Fatah would be setting an example for the 
Arab world. It would demonstrate that the 
Palestinian leadership understands the im- 
portance of words and perceptions in the 
peace process. 

The problem of the institutionalization of 
inflammatory language in the Middle East 
extends beyond the Fatah Constitution. The 
Center for Religious Freedom, formerly af- 
filiated with Freedom House, in a 2006 report 
entitled ‘‘Saudi Arabia's Curriculum of In- 
tolerance," stated that despite statements in 
2005 by the Saudi Foreign Minister that their 
educational curricula have been reformed, 
this is simply not the case." On the con- 
trary, religious textbooks continue to advo- 
cate the destruction of any non-Wahhabi 
Muslim. Saudi Arabia has established 
Wahhabism, an extreme form of Islam, as the 
official state doctrine, and about five million 
children are instructed each year in Islamic 
studies using Saudi Ministry of Education 
textbooks. 

My intent in bringing the Fatah Constitu- 
tion into focus now is not to undermine the 
Presidency of Mahmoud Abbas. Rather, my 
intent is to ensure that these problems of 
perception are addressed now so that all par- 
ties can take further steps towards peace. 

As Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
stated on October 15, 2007 in Ramallah: 
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“If you're going to have a two-state solution, 
you have to accept the right of the other 
party to exist. If you're going to have a two- 
state solution that is born of negotiation, 
you're going to have to renounce violence." 
The purpose of the Fatah Constitution reso- 
lution is to urge President Abbas to take ac- 
tion, not only in words, but with deeds, just 
as I encouraged Chairman Arafat to do over 
а, decade ago. 

In addition to securing direct aid for 
Israel, I have used my position on the Appro- 
priations Committee to urge my colleagues 
to maintain important Middle East provi- 
sions in the appropriations measures, includ- 
ing, but not limited to: the multitude of pol- 
icy provisions, restrictions, and auditing re- 
quirements linked to bilateral assistance to 
the Palestinians designed to ensure that no 
portion of the aid is diverted or misused, pro- 
visions designed to compel the Palestinian 
Authority to commit to negotiations with 
Israel and to fight terror, and provisions to 
ensure that steps are taken to promote the 
detection and destruction of smuggling net- 
works and tunnels that lead from Egypt to 
Gaza. 

It is also worth recognizing that the rela- 
tionship between the United States and 
Israel is built on more than our shared for- 
eign policy objectives and common defensive 
goals. Our nations have long benefited from 
strong business and economic alliances in 
numerous industries. For example, American 
public and private institutions engaged in 
the field of renewable energy research and 
development are increasingly collaborating 
with their Israeli counterparts, and I have 
worked to promote such partnerships. 

Congress has demonstrated its recognition 
of and support for cooperation between the 
renewable energy industry sectors within the 
United States and Israel. A Senate resolu- 
tion passed by the Senate in April 2008 recog- 
nizing the 60th anniversary of the independ- 
ence of the state of Israel cites Israel as 
being at the forefront of research and devel- 
opment in the field of renewable energy 
Sources. The Energy Independence and Secu- 
rity Act of 2007 included a provision author- 
izing funding for grants to Americans and 
Israelis to encourage collaboration on re- 
search, development, and commercialization 
of renewable energy and energy efficiency 
technologies. This program was originally 
proposed in legislation introduced by Sen- 
ator Gordon Smith, the United States-Israel 
Energy Cooperation Act of 2007, which I sup- 
ported as а cosponsor. 

During full Senate Appropriations Com- 
mittee consideration of the fiscal year 2009 
Energy and Water Appropriations measure, I 
worked to secure funding for the newly au- 
thorized U.S.-Israel Energy Cooperation pro- 
geram. Given the energy crisis in which we 
find ourselves and the prospect of leveraging 
Israeli expertise to pursue our renewable en- 
ergy goals, I introduced an amendment to 
provide $5 million to fund the U.S.-Israel En- 
ergy Cooperation Act. Subcommittee Chair- 
man Dorgan and Ranking Member Domenici 
agreed to include my amendment in the bill, 
as reported by the committee. I look forward 
to working with my colleagues on this im- 
portant matter as we proceed through the 
appropriations process. 

This statement summarizes some of my ef- 
forts to maintain a strong U.S.-Israel rela- 
tionship, to strengthen Israel as à key stra- 
tegic partner, and to promote an Israel-Syria 
peace treaty. Active participation by the 
Clinton Administration enabled the parties 
to come very close to an accord in 1995 and 
2000. Israel potentially has much to gain if 
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Lebanon is a strong, independent nation 
without undue Syrian influence or Hezbollah 
domination. If Syria stopped supporting 
Hamas, that entity committed to the de- 
struction of Israel, might be sufficiently 
weakened to enable the Palestinian Author- 
ity to negotiate a Peace Treaty with Israel. 
А corollary benefit could be to drive а wedge 
between Syria and Iran. 

For reasons amplified in my Senate floor 
statement on June 16, 2006 and my article in 
The Washington Quarterly's Winter 2006-2007 
issue entitled “Dialogue with Adversaries," I 
am firmly convinced that aggressive diplo- 
macy holds the key to resolving inter- 
national disputes, including the Mideast 
peace process, and should be employed by the 
new Administration. 


eS 


ATTORNEY GENERAL DESIGNATE 
ERIC HOLDER 


Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, I 
further sought recognition to comment 
briefly about the scheduling of the 
hearing for Attorney General designate 
Eric Holder. 

In looking toward the hearing proc- 
ess, I am looking for a very construc- 
tive engagement to determine the 
qualifications of Mr. Holder. There is 
no intent on my part or on the part of 
any of my colleagues on the Repub- 
lican side of the aisle to engage in par- 
tisan sniping. As I say, we intend to be 
constructive and not destructive. We 
are looking to strengthen the Depart- 
ment of Justice. 

The position of Attorney General is 
an extraordinarily important position. 
We have seen that during the adminis- 
tration of Attorney General Alberto 
Gonzales, stated candidly, the Depart- 
ment was not well handled. That is a 
candid statement and also a very mild 
statement. 

During the course of Attorney Gen- 
eral Gonzales’ tenure, there were so 
many situations where the Attorney 
General molded his views to accommo- 
date his appointer, the President of the 
United States. A great deal that went 
on in the Department of Justice was 
partisan and not in the interests of the 
work of the Department or in the in- 
terests of the American people. 

We have seen, since 9/11/2001, a vast 
extension of Executive authority. We 
found the terrorist surveillance pro- 
gram was initiated by the President 
without consultation under the tradi- 
tion of notifying the chairman, which I 
was during the 109th Congress, or the 
ranking member. We found there was 
an engagement with the telephone 
companies to engage in electronic sur- 
veillance, again without notifying the 
chairman or ranking member of the 
Judiciary Committee and without noti- 
fying the intelligence committees of 
both Houses, as mandated by law. Fur- 
ther was the expansion of signing 
statements all during the tenure of the 
Attorney General. 

Without going into the issues of 
politicization, they were rampant dur- 
ing the tenure of Attorney General 
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Gonzales. I refer to an article, coau- 
thored by the current chairman of the 
committee and myself, which appeared 
not too long ago in Politico, on Octo- 
ber 28, 2008, where we said in part: 

The Attorney General must be someone 
who deeply appreciates and respects the 
work and commitment of the thousands of 
men and women who work in the branches 
and divisions of the Justice Department, day 
in and day out, without regard to politics or 
ideology, doing their best to enforce the law 
and promote justice. 

With respect to Attorney General 
designate Holder, there is no doubt he 
comes to this nomination with an out- 
standing record, for the most part. Not 
without question but for the most part. 
He has an excellent educational back- 
ground from Columbia: undergrad and 
law degree, a trial attorney in the De- 
partment of Justice, an associate judge 
of the Superior Court of the District of 
Columbia, U.S. attorney, Deputy At- 
torney General, Acting Attorney Gen- 
eral—a very distinguished résumé, 
which I have recited. 

But there are questions which have 
to be inquired into fairly, as already 
noted in the commentaries of the 
media on the editorial pages. There has 
been considerable publicity about the 
pardon of Marc Rich. There was a case 
involving Mr. Rich, who was a fugitive, 
who had given very substantial sums of 
money to entities connected to the 
President. The regular procedures for a 
pardon were bypassed. The Department 
of Justice was not consulted. The at- 
torneys in the Southern District of 
New York, which was handling the 
Rich case, were opposed to the pardon. 

From my own days as district attor- 
ney of Philadelphia, where I dealt with 
celebrated cases involving people who 
were fugitives, who had fled, that is 
about as serious a matter as you could 
find and hardly one where there would 
be an expectation of leniency or pardon 
to wipe out the charge, eliminate the 
matter, while the defendant was in 
absentia. 

There was an extensive report filed 
on this issue by the House of Rep- 
resentatives Committee on Govern- 
ment Reform, the 107th Congress, sec- 
ond session. It is available for anyone 
to read. There are quite a number of 
very serious questions involving what 
happened with Mr. Holder and the peo- 
ple involved there. 

The concern that arises is why Mr. 
Holder lent the recommendation, 
which has been characterized as neu- 
tral leaning in favor, in this context. I 
come to no conclusions on the matter. 
I approach this matter, as I try to ap- 
proach all matters, with an open mind. 
But in an extensive interview with Mr. 
Holder he has presented his views. I 
don’t think it is useful to get into the 
specifics as to the precise concerns 
which I raised and his precise answers. 
Let that await a day where we have a 
hearing and where Mr. Holder is in a 
position to speak for himself. But by 
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analogy to the Gonzales tenure, I think 
it is imperative we be sure the Attor- 
ney General of the United States does 
not bend his views to accommodate his 
appointer; that the Attorney General 
does not bend his views in any way 
which is partisan or political, to serve 
any interest other than the interests of 
justice. 

As noted in the article cited in Polit- 
ico, where you have the professionals 
in the Department of Justice, they 
wouldn't even meet with attorneys for 
Mr. Rich, they thought it was such an 
open-and-shut case, and were opposed— 
at least according to information pro- 
vided. This is all to be brought out at 
а hearing. But to run counter to the 
views of the professionals is а major 
red flag which has to be inquired into 
and inquired into with some depth. 

'Then we have the situation where At- 
torney General Reno recused herself on 
the issue of appointing an independent 
counsel to investigate alleged—and I 
emphasize alleged—illegal fundraising 
by Vice President Albert Gore out of 
the White House. There was the rel- 
atively notorious incident where the 
Vice President was at à meeting and 
drank а lot of ice tea and absented 
himself from certain parts of the meet- 
ing where he was not able to—or had à 
rationale for not knowing certain 
things. 

I questioned Attorney General Reno 
in detail about that during Judiciary 
Committee hearings and she said: Well, 
there just wasn't sufficient evidence. 

She had disregarded a document, a 
note taken by someone present, be- 
cause, aS she said, it did not refresh 
that witness’s recollection. 

I asked her about the doctrine of 
prior recollection recorded, which is a 
well-known exception to the hearsay 
rule. She denied knowing about it. 

I note a frown on the face of the Pre- 
siding Officer, who is a distinguished 
district attorney herself. Doubtless we 
could speak at length about prior 
recollection recorded. I mention that 
because of the curious circumstances of 
what happened there. There we had an 
assistant U.S. attorney named LaBella, 
who was asked to take on the job of 
making a recommendation. According 
to the information provided to me, he 
made a recommendation for an inde- 
pendent counsel and the professionals 
in the Department asked for an inde- 
pendent counsel, and it was overruled. 

Iam not going to comment about Mr. 
Holder’s role. Let him respond to that 
and let us take that up in due course. 
But here again is a potential situation 
where the interests of justice and ob- 
jectivity were not followed in the high- 
est levels of the Department of Justice 
when Mr. Holder was in charge, with 
the Attorney General, Attorney Gen- 
eral Reno, having recused herself. 

There are many other matters which 
warrant inquiry, and I will not take 
the time to go into them now. They are 
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referenced in a letter which eight Re- 
publican members of the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee sent to Attorney Gen- 
eral Mukasey, requesting information 
from the Department of Justice files. 

I ask unanimous consent that a copy 
of this letter be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


U.S. SENATE, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, December 10, 2008. 

Hon. MICHAEL B. MUKASEY, 

Attorney General, U.S. Department of Justice, 
950 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW., Wash- 
ington, DC. 

DEAR ATTORNEY GENERAL MUKASEY: As 
part of our preparation for the Judiciary 
Committee’s hearings on the nomination of 
Eric H. Holder to the office of Attorney Gen- 
eral, we write to request that the Depart- 
ment of Justice provide certain materials in 
its possession relating to his service in the 
Department of Justice. 

Specifically, we write to request, in ac- 
cordance with the attached guidelines, all 
memoranda, correspondence, and other docu- 
ments on which Mr. Holder is designated as 
a recipient, or documents prepared by Mr. 
Holder in his position as U.S. Attorney, Dep- 
uty Attorney General, or Acting Attorney 
General or by his staff, for his approval, or 
on which his name or initials appear, related 
to the following matters: 

1. The Department of Justice’s investiga- 
tion into fundraising activities by Vice- 
President Al Gore during the 1996 election 
campaign cycle; 

2. The investigation of President Clinton 
by the Office of the Independent Counsel and 
related impeachment proceedings against 
President Clinton, including consideration of 
appointing independent counsels and/or spe- 
cial prosecutors in related and unrelated 
matters during the period 1993-2001, includ- 
ing consideration of appointing independent 
counsels and special prosecutors; 

3. The investigation by the Department of 
Justice into illegal contributions by the Cas- 
tro family of Venezuela to the Democratic 
Party in 1992; 

4. The investigation by the Department of 
Justice into the Clinton Administration’s de- 
cision to allow Loral Space to export a com- 
munications satellite to China for launch on 
a Chinese-built rocket, and the subsequent 
report to Chinese government outlining 
methods for improving its missile guidance 
prepared by Loral scientists; 

5. The issue of attorney-client privilege 
and work product protection for corpora- 
tions under criminal investigation; 

6. Clemency for the following members of 
the organization FALN (an acronym that 
translates to the Armed Forces of Puerto 
Rican Nationalists) by President Clinton on 
August 11, 1999, including but not limited to 
the July 8, 1999 memorandum from Deputy 
Attorney General Holder to the President: 
Elizam Escobar, Ricardo Jimenez, Adolfo 
Matos, Dylcia Noemi Pagan, Alicia Rodri- 
guez, Ida Luz Rodriguez, Luis Rosa, Carmen 
Valentin, Alberto Rodriguez, Alejandrina 
Torres, Edwin Cortes, Oscar Lopez-Rivera, 
Juan Enrique Segarra-Palmer, Antonio 
Camacho-Negron, Roberto Maldonado-Ri- 
vera, and Norman Ramirez-Talavera; 

7. FALN members who had petitions for 
clemency filed in their name but were not 
granted clemency, including but not limited 
to Carlos Alberto Torres; 

8. The April 22, 2000, raid in Miami, Florida 
by Border Patrol agents to take Elian 
Gonzales into custody; 
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9. The Department of Justice’s investiga- 
tion into the 1993 confrontation at the Mt. 
Carmel Complex in Waco, Texas; 

10. Any clemency or non-clemency related 
matter regarding Marc Rich, Pincus Green, 
Carlos Vignali, Harvey Weinig, Susan L. 
Rosenberg, or Linda Sue Evans, including 
but not limited to all communications to 
and from the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Southern District of New York prior to and 
following the issuance of the Rich and Green 
pardons; 

11. Any matters related to or involving 
John M. Quinn; 

12. The U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Southern District of New York’s criminal in- 
vestigation of the 177 presidential pardons 
and commutations issued on January 20. 
2001: 

18. Death penalty approvals, rejections, or 
disputes; 

14. The Youth Gun Crime Enforcement Act 
of 1999, the extension of the Brady bill, and 
other matters affecting gun rights; 

15. The Department of Justice’s decision 
not to defend the power of Congress to enact 
18 U.S.C. §3501 in the Supreme Court litiga- 
tion in Dickerson v. United States, including 
Department responses to Judiciary Com- 
mittee inquiries on the subject and views of 
U.S. Attorneys and Department advisory 
panels on the matter; 

16. The Equal Employment Opportunity 
complaint filed against the Department on 
March 1, 1996 by class agent Lawrence D. 
Durnford; and 

17. Any denial of a Congressional request 
for documents or information from the Exec- 
utive Branch. 

This request is consistent with requests for 
similar documents the Department of Jus- 
tice has provided in the consideration of past 
nominees. 

We would appreciate your prompt atten- 
tion to this request so that we may have ade- 
quate time to review the requested docu- 
ments in preparation for Mr. Holder’s hear- 
ing. Thank you for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 

ARLEN SPECTER, ORRIN HATCH, CHUCK 
GRASSLEY, SAM BROWNBACK, JON KYL, 
LINDSEY GRAHAM, JOHN CORNYN, TOM A. 
COBURN. 


GUIDELINES 


(1) This request is continuing in character. 
and if additional responsive documents come 
to your attention following the date of pro- 
duction, please provide such documents to 
the Committee promptly. 

(2) As used herein, document" means the 
original (or an additional copy when an 
original is not available) and each distribu- 
tion copy of writings or other graphic mate- 
rial, whether inscribed by hand or by me- 
chanical, electronic, photographic or other 
means, including without limitation cor- 
respondence, memoranda, publications, arti- 
cles, transcripts, diaries, telephone logs, 
message sheets, records, voice recordings, 
tapes, film, dictabelts and other data com- 
pilations from which information can be ob- 
tained. This request seeks production of all 
documents described, including all drafts 
and distribution copies, and contemplates 
production of responsive documents in their 
entirety, without abbreviation or expur- 
gation. 

(3) In the event that any requested docu- 
ment has been destroyed or discarded or oth- 
erwise disposed of, please identify the docu- 
ment as completely as possible, including 
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without limitation the date, author(s), ad- 
dressee(s), recipient(s), title, and subject 
matter, and the reason for disposal of the 
document and the identity of all persons who 
authorized disposal of the document. 

(4) If a claim is made that any requested 
document will not be produced by reason of 
a privilege of any kind, describe each such 
document by date, author(s), addressee(s), 
recipient(s), title, and subject matter, and 
set forth the nature of the claimed privilege 
with respect to each document. 

Mr. SPECTER. When hearings were 
held for Attorney General Ashcroft, 
they were held from January 16 to Jan- 
uary 19 of 2001. At that time, there 
were 2 days of testimony from Attor- 
ney General Ashcroft, and the com- 
mittee heard from 23 outside witnesses. 
May I remind everyone that John 
Ashcroft was a well-known person to 
the committee. He had been in the Sen- 
ate. He had served on the Judiciary 
Committee. We knew him very well. 
But that didn’t stop a very full, de- 
tailed inquiry. It was not done in a 
rush. 

With respect to Mr. Holder’s situa- 
tion, we have in the committee some 86 
boxes of archived committee docu- 
ments relating to Mr. Holder’s tenure 
in the Department of Justice. We ex- 
pect those materials to increase very 
substantially when we receive mate- 
rials from the Department of Justice 
and the Clinton Library. 

Similar document requests were 
made to the Department of Justice in 
the Reagan Library during the con- 
firmation of Chief Justice John Rob- 
erts, and they yielded some 65,000 addi- 
tional pages of documents. 

As of the present time, we have not 
yet received Mr. Holder’s question- 
naire, his nomination materials, or the 
FBI background investigation. 

I have taken the time to come to the 
floor to outline, very briefly, some of 
the issues. They are set out in more de- 
tail in the letter which is now made a 
part of the record to Attorney General 
Mukasey, asking for specific matters 
regarding Mr. Holder. There are other 
matters which are in the media which 
I think are better left for further inves- 
tigation, even before the hearing, be- 
fore there is any public comment about 
it. But we are looking at a very major 
matter. 

The Department of Justice has enor- 
mous responsibilities in the battle 
against terrorism and in the protection 
of civil rights. That is a balance which 
has to be maintained. There are real 
questions as to whether it has been 
maintained since 9/11. Those are mat- 
ters for inquiry. 

There are very substantial matters 
to be inquired into on the Justice De- 
partment position on waiver of attor- 
ney-client privilege, which started with 
the Holder memorandum when he was 
Deputy Attorney General and then 
went forward to the Thompson memo- 
randum and the McNulty memorandum 
and so forth. Also, there are major 
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matters of legislation now pending on 
the subject of reporters’ shield, where 
the Department of Justice has taken a 
view which I believe has to be modified 
by legislation if we cannot get some ac- 
commodation with the Department. 

That is a very brief statement as to 
the issues which we are looking for. As 
I look at this matter, it seems to me 
not realistic or fair to begin hearings 
before January 26. 

The week of January 19 is going to be 
occupied with the inauguration. And to 
have adequate time to prepare, it 
seems to me, that needs to be done. 
When we had hearings involving Chief 
Justice Roberts and Associate Justice 
Alito, consideration was made of the 
minority point of view, and extensive 
discussions were had, and there was an 
accommodation and agreement reached 
as to when the hearing was to be held. 

So we are looking at a serious matter 
and we have to do it right. It is going 
to take some time. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
PRYOR). Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


— EE 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the period 
for the transaction of morning business 
be extended until 6 p.m., with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that I be per- 
mitted to present my remarks. I should 
not go over 10 minutes, but I ask unan- 
imous consent that I be permitted to 
do so. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
ECONOMIC CRISIS 


Mr. LAUTENBERG. Mr. President, if 
anyone sees the quietude that is envel- 
oping our Chamber, they can reason- 
ably ask a question about whether we 
are doing anything, is any work being 
done, what is taking place. I must tell 
you that I have to ask the same ques- 
tion. 

The American people are at a point 
of great stress. They expect us to be 
hard at work solving a major problem 
facing us. I don’t see the kind of visible 
stirring that ought to accompany our 
decisions over whether to get this job 
done. I hope that as we proceed further, 


24535 


we can get some kind of an agreement 
to at least let the American people 
know whether we support this idea 
that we provide some support for ailing 
companies that provide a lot of jobs in 
our society and how we can present 
economic opportunity that is so impor- 
tant for us. 

As we work to provide a better future 
for our country, it is obvious that we 
face a particularly difficult choice at 
this moment. An essential segment of 
the American industrial base, the U.S. 
auto industry, is at a critical juncture. 
These companies have been mis- 
managed, they have lacked foresight, 
and they have been out of touch with 
what consumers wanted. They failed to 
understand the demand for fuel-effi- 
cient automobiles with higher gas 
mileage and lower costs. They failed to 
provide innovative designs to encour- 
age consumers around the world to buy 
American. Instead, they stood by like 
spectators at a sporting event while 
the first-place trophy was snatched 
away from the American people. 

I came to the Senate from the busi- 
ness community. I was chairman of a 
major company in this country, a com- 
pany that now employs over 40,000 peo- 
ple. One thing I learned is that you 
must constantly update your product 
line if you want to succeed because 
otherwise someone else will and you 
will lose the opportunity, you will lose 
the sales, and you will lose your credi- 
bility. I find it shocking that the lead- 
ers of these giant companies failed to 
understand this basic rule of business. 
Instead of modernizing, they chose an- 
other path. They chose to spend mil- 
lions of dollars on high-priced lobbyists 
to visit with us in our offices, asking 
Congress not to push them on fuel effi- 
ciency, not to urge that they move 
ahead with more efficient cars. Now 
they are here begging for our help. 

Unfortunately, the disaster facing 
the big three is not an isolated prob- 
lem. It has implications for every 
American. If the big three go under, 
millions of jobs could go with them. In 
my State alone, New Jersey, the auto 
industry employs more than 43,000 peo- 
ple. Thousands of manufacturers, sup- 
pliers, dealers, insurance companies, 
and small businesses would likely be 
imperiled if the automakers fall. Our 
economy could go into further shock 
absorbing that kind of collapse, espe- 
cially now with the unemployment 
rate the highest it has been in 15 years. 

So now we are being asked to decide 
whether we help General Motors, 
Chrysler, and Ford. If we agree to help 
them, this legislation has to have guar- 
antees to protect the American tax- 
payers and for us to get this money 
back if we put it up at this time. For 
one thing, this cannot be free money. 
So it is essential that we only provide 
the big three with loans and lines of 
credit, not gifts, and that they have a 
clear plan to pay the money back. This 
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relief package must also put strict caps 
on executive compensation and include 
an outright ban on big bonuses and 
golden parachutes for the highest paid 
managers. What is more, companies 
that receive funding must suspend pay- 
ing any dividends to the shareholders. 
That is where these companies are. If 
we don't do something, their equity 
wil be worthless. We have to make 
sure no dividends are paid until the 
taxpayers are paid back the money we 
are going to put in. In addition, they 
have to make a promise to finally work 
toward greater fuel efficiency. 

То make sure automakers live up to 
these obligations—because we found 
out we cannot rely on their promises— 
the President should go ahead and ap- 
point a car czar, someone who is devot- 
ing full time and attention to the reso- 
lution of this great problem. This ad- 
ministrator must work to get the Gov- 
ernment repaid while monitoring the 
companies’ efforts to make sure they 
stay on a path to long-term success. 
That means the big three must be re- 
Structured to assure competitiveness, 
higher quality, profitability, improved 
fuel efficiency, and renewed market 
leadership. 

Doing nothing to help the big three 
could have catastrophic consequences 
for the job market and for American 
business leadership. However, a relief 
package for the big three automakers 
is no substitute for other stimulus pro- 
visions that our country desperately 
needs. We are in а severe recession, and 
for every month that this recession 
continues, more families fall behind, 
more small businesses fail, more life 
savings are lost, and more houses go 
into foreclosure. We have to find ways 
to change direction. We need bold 
Strokes to get us out of this crisis. We 
need to stimulate our economy with in- 
frastructure investments that will cre- 
ate jobs, increase energy independence, 
and get people to work quickly and ef- 
ficiently. Transportation investments 
can give huge returns for the dollar. If 
we repair our schools and rebuild our 
crumbling infrastructure, we can cre- 
ate 2.5 million new jobs while reversing 
the declines we are witnessing. I men- 
tion these things because by doing 
them, we employ more people and we 
can be more optimistic as a country 
about our future. 

It is my hope that we can work to- 
gether, all of us, Republicans and 
Democrats, energetically to meet these 
grave challenges. I put out a plea to 
ask our colleagues across the aisle to 
join with us to show the American peo- 
ple that we are hard at work, that we 
do care about what is happening, that 
we are worried about families being 
dispossessed from their homes, that we 
are worried about children who cannot 
afford an education, that we are wor- 
ried about investments that will im- 
prove the quality of life in our society. 
I hope they will come around. 
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I saw several of our colleagues on C- 
SPAN today at a press conference talk- 
ing about why they didn’t see this as 
something of value. Something of 
value is evident when work is being 
done, when the public is hearing a de- 
bate about this crisis, when the other 
side of the aisle isn’t just being stub- 
born because they don’t want to give 
the Democrats or whomever an advan- 
tage. We need to debate whether we 
can pull these companies out of the 
holes they are in, save jobs, and restore 
America’s leadership in industry. 

Many in our country have lost faith 
as they worry about their ability to 
support themselves and their families. 
They look to us here in Washington to 
put aside partisanship and lead the way 
toward recovery. I hope we can get on 
with that. I hope we can get here to the 
floor, work as long and as hard as we 
have to, and with urgency, to show 
once again that we are supporting the 
interests of the American people. 

It happens that these companies are 
in an obvious place where something 
terrible can happen. But what matters 
is that we work to do something that 
brings value to our country, value to 
our people. We have to at least con- 
sider it. I am not saying we have to 
pass any particular bill. We want to 
make sure the things we are concerned 
about are in there. But we have to have 
activity instead of stubbornness and an 
unwillingness to actively consider so- 
lutions to the problems facing us. 

We are a great country, America, 
with its abundant resources and strong 
people, willing and eager to do their 
share. And as their representatives, we 
can do no less. So I hope we will see 
some activity fairly soon that tells the 
world out there that the Senate and 
the Congress are at work trying to help 
solve the problems instead of searching 
for ways to obstruct solutions. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Nebraska. 


a 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 
CHUCK HAGEL 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Mr. Presi- 
dent, I rise tonight to recognize and 
pay tribute to my colleague from Ne- 
braska, Senator CHUCK HAGEL, who is 
retiring from the Senate. When I en- 
tered this body nearly 8 years ago, Sen- 
ator HAGEL welcomed me, and since 
then we have worked together on a 
number of important issues for the 
good of our great State and our coun- 
try. We teamed up to seek Federal as- 
sistance to help Nebraskans recover 
from natural disasters, such as floods, 
ice storms, and drought; to win con- 
gressional approval for naming the new 
FBI building in Omaha after our es- 
teemed late colleague, Senator J. 
James Exon, and on numerous other 
Nebraska projects. 

Like me, CHUCK HAGEL grew up in 
small communities in Nebraska. It is a 
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special experience to be raised among 
Nebraskans under the wide open skies 
of the Great Plains. Helping hands are 
always nearby and opportunities seem 
limitless. From our families, friends, 
and neighbors, we both learned the bed- 
rock values of love, of community, of 
faith, responsibility to others, and de- 
votion to country. These values have 
been evident during Senator HAGEL's 
tenure in this body. 

Also evident has been an important 
perspective he shared, one only a few 
Senators know firsthand, about the re- 
ality of war, gained as a decorated U.S. 
Army sergeant on violent battlefields 
in the Vietnam war and later as Dep- 
uty Secretary of the U.S. Veterans’ Ad- 
ministration during the Reagan admin- 
istration. 

Here in the Senate, he represented 
the people of Nebraska and the United 
States well as a member of the Foreign 
Relations Committee, the Banking 
Committee, the Housing and Urban Af- 
fairs Committee, the Intelligence Com- 
mittee, and the Rules Committee. He 
will long be remembered as one of our 
most outspoken and candid Members, 
as a patriot, and as one who took seri- 
ously his duties. Particularly through 
expressing his views on foreign policy, 
he fiercely advocated the constitu- 
tional principle that the legislative, 
executive, and judicial branches of gov- 
ernment are equal partners. 

I take this opportunity to commend 
him for his honorable service to our 
State and Nation over these many 
years. And whatever path CHUCK HAGEL 
embarks on next, I wish him and his 
wife Lilibet, daughter Allyn, and son 
Ziller only the best in their lives. It 
has been an honor to serve with him. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor, and I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. 
CANTWELL). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mr. REID. Are we in a period of 
morning business or has it been closed? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Yes, The 
Senate is in morning business. 


rE 


CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 
Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
that morning business be closed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 


Ee 


ADVANCING AMERICA’S PRIOR- 
ITIES ACT—MOTION TO PROCEED 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate will re- 
sume consideration of the motion to 
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proceed to S. 3297, which the clerk will 
report. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

Motion to proceed to S. 3297, a bill to ad- 
vance America's priorities. 

Mr. REID. I now ask that motion be 
withdrawn. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator has that right. The motion is 
withdrawn. 


— HR 


ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX RE- 
LIEF ACT OF 2008—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 


CLOTURE MOTION 

Mr. REID. I now move to proceed to 
Calendar No. 1128, H.R. 7005. I send à 
cloture motion to the desk. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The clo- 
ture motion having been presented 
under rule XXII, the Chair directs the 
clerk to read the cloture motion. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to a close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 1128, H.R. 7005, the 
Alternative Minimum Tax Relief Act. 

Harry Reid, Debbie Stabenow, Byron L. 
Dorgan, Robert P. Casey, Jr., E. Ben- 
jamin Nelson, Joseph I. Lieberman, 
Sherrod Brown, Claire McCaskill, Carl 
Levin, Daniel K. Akaka, Barbara A. 
Mikulski, Charles E. Schumer, Chris- 
topher J. Dodd, Patty Murray, John D. 
Rockefeller, IV, Richard Durbin, Frank 
R. Lautenberg. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
the live quorum, mandatory under rule 
XXII, be waived. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
MORNING BUSINESS 


Mr. REID. Madam President, I now 
ask the Senate proceed to a period of 
morning business, with Senators per- 
mitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. REID. I suggest the absence of a 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. HARKIN. I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
AUTOMOBILE CRISIS 


Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I 
come to the floor to talk a little about 
the so-called auto bailout bill that is 
someplace out there wandering around. 
We don’t know where. 

I was in Iowa last week and traveling 
around and talking with people. A cou- 
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ple things kept coming up from time to 
time. One was the money we put into 
the so-called TARP program, the 
money we gave to Secretary Paulson 
before we adjourned in October and 
went home for the campaign, the $700 
billion. As we know, they got $350 bil- 
lion of that, and now there is some talk 
that they will come back for the other 
$350 billion sometime, probably not 
this year but early next year. 

As we look at what happened to that 
$350 billion, à lot of people are quite 
disturbed, and count me among them. 
Rather than using the money to put 
out to banks to help extend credit, 
some of the banks were using it to buy 
other banks and get bigger. Some 
banks are using this money to invest in 
private equity firms, buy up busi- 
nesses. One came to my attention last 
week when I was in Iowa—a company I 
don't need to name—a company that 
had gone into bankruptcy. The owner 
of the company had wanted to buy it 
out of bankruptcy for а certain 
amount. His bank was Bank of Amer- 
ica. They wouldn't extend him the 
credit. So а private equity firm came 
in and bought the company, and their 
bank is Bank of America. So here is à 
small businessman who couldn't get his 
own company out of bankruptcy, but à 
private equity firm could. And they 
both had the same bank, Bank of 
America. 

If this is what is happening with that 
TARP money, count me out. No more. 
I voted for that so-called bailout. The 
more I look at it, the more I wonder if 
I did the right thing. I wonder where 
that money is going. Is it going to help 
anyone? Quite frankly, at the time I 
had suggested that an important thing 
we ought to do is extend the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation ceilings 
on independent banks from $100,000 to 1 
million or to 2 million. Then the com- 
promise came in. They extended it 
from $100,000 to $250,000, which was not 
much of anything except keeping up 
with inflation from the time the 
$100,000 was set. 

My thought was always that these 
independent banks, quite frankly, do à 
much better job of investing your 
money and my money than those big 
city banks in New York. They do a bet- 
ter job. They are investing in small 
business growth, modernization of 
companies. To the extent they are in 
mortgages, they are good, solid mort- 
gages, not tightening anything out 
there. So I wanted to make sure that 
more money would flow to independent 
banks around America that could get 
credit out to someone who wants to 
buy a car or perhaps refinance a house, 
expand a small business, invest in new 
technology. These are the independent 
banks. This is what they do. But, no, 
we kept that at $250,000 and put all 
that money into the big banks. 

Well, I hope we get to address this 
issue again early next year, because I 
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wish to see more of this directed to the 
small, independent banks. It doesn’t 
quite seem as though the money we 
gave to the big banks is trickling down 
much. It is sort of staying in New York 
City, places such as that. That is where 
it is staying. It is right there. And pri- 
vate equity firms are using that money 
to buy up companies at 10 cents on the 
dollar, companies that they know, 
when we are through this recession and 
things start getting better again, are 
going to be good companies, have good 
products. But right now, because of the 
recession, they are in dire straits. So 
they are being bought up. Of course, 3 
or 4 or 5 years from now, they are going 
to be great companies, and people 
bought them at 10 cents on the dollar. 
Quite frankly, from all appearances, it 
seems that some of this TARP money 
is going into that. We need more inves- 
tigation to find out how much. 

That is a prelude to what I wanted to 
talk about. I wanted to talk about the 
auto deal, this auto bill that is going 
around. I got to thinking about our ap- 
proach earlier on the big bank bailout. 
We gave money to the big banks and 
nothing to the little banks. Not much 
is going out to help the consumer. 
Then I looked at this automobile bail- 
out. It started at $25 billion. Then it 
went to $34 billion. Now I hear it is $15 
billion and some billions later. The 
more I read about it, they are going to 
be back next spring for more, and it 
might take as much as $100 billion to 
get them through this period of time. 

So what do we do? The first inclina- 
tion is to take a big bunch of taxpayer 
money and put it in at the top, as we 
did last fall with the big banks. So now 
we are going to give the manufacturers 
all this money. I am not certain giving 
these manufacturers all this money is 
going to help them for long. We can 
give them all the money we want, but 
if no one is buying their cars, what 
good does it do? Quite frankly, people 
aren’t buying cars, which is one of the 
major reasons we are in a recession. If 
we look at this chart, this is total U.S. 
light vehicle sales annual rate. You 
don’t need to read all the numbers. 
What you can see is from November of 
last year until now, it is a steady de- 
cline, especially in the last couple of 
months, a tremendous drop in the ad- 
justed annual rate of sales of cars. It 
has been coming down, down, until now 
it is just about dropping off the chart. 

Or we can look at the monthly rate, 
the big three 2008 sales per month. You 
see kind of the same thing. My figures 
say that sales of the big three auto 
companies—GM, Ford, and Chrysler— 
fell from 895,000 in January to 363,000 in 
November. People aren’t buying cars. 
So is the answer to give more money to 
the manufacturers? I got to thinking 
about that and thinking about what we 
had done last fall. I got to thinking, 
why don’t we take some of this money 
we are talking about and put it in at 


24538 


the bottom rather than putting it in at 
the top—$34 billion, $25 billion, pick 
your number. 

What if we said, rather than giving it 
to the auto manufacturers, let’s say we 
are going to make a deal. We are going 
to provide to low-income and modest 
income Americans something almost 
like a voucher where they can go buy a 
new car. Why don’t we give a lot of 
people in America $10,000 and say: 
Here, go buy a car, put it in at the bot- 
tom rather than the top? So I am 
working on legislation which I will be 
introducing shortly which will do that. 
Basically it says, if you have an ad- 
justed gross income of $40,000 for a 
household, $25,000 for an individual, 
and if you have a car that is over 10 
years old which you have had reg- 
istered in your name, titled in your 
name before now, then you can go to 
an automobile dealer anywhere in the 
country, buy a new car, and you will 
get $10,000 from the Government to- 
wards buying that car. So if you 
bought a car for $15,000, a new car, 
$10,000 of it is paid for by the taxpayers 
of this country. Now think about this. 

Also in my bill I am stipulating that 
to do this, you have to have a car that 
is older than 10 years, the new car you 
buy has to get at least 5 miles per gal- 
lon more than your old car, and the 
new car has to get at least 25 miles per 
gallon adjusted; that is your average 
fuel mileage. Look at this: 2008 vehi- 
cles sold by the big three that get 25 
miles per gallon. Seventeen percent get 
more than 25 miles per gallon; 83 per- 
cent get less than 25 miles per gallon. 
I am interested in these cars in here: 
those getting more than 25 miles per 
gallon. I am interested in the low-in- 
come and modest income Americans 
who can’t even afford to buy a new car. 
I am interested in helping the auto- 
mobile companies. 

You tell me: Is it better to take all of 
our taxpayer money and put it in at 
the top, or how about getting rid of 
that inventory out there of all these 
new cars that no one is buying? We 
need to build the market for cars, put- 
ting more people to work at the big 
three and all of the parts manufactur- 
ers and all of the others that get jobs 
when cars are sold. Think about the 
benefits of this. Let’s say you are a 
low-income person and you are going 
to work and you have an old jalopy you 
are driving and it breaks down all the 
time. This happens every day in Amer- 
ica. 

You cannot afford a new car, so can 
you keep repairing your old one, fixing 
it up, patching it up? It is putting out 
all kinds of bad emissions. It is getting 
low mileage. You want to get it off the 
road, but you cannot afford to buy a 
new car. You cannot afford it. But we 
would like to get those old cars off the 
road. We would like to have people 
have a new car that is more fuel effi- 
cient. 
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How do we do it? Well, this is one 
way of doing it. And look at it this 
way: In terms of what we might see 
here, for example, as shown on this 
chart, right now a six-cylinder Chevy 
Malibu gets 20 miles per gallon, but the 
four-cylinder gets 26 miles per gallon. 
So it is 30 percent more—30 percent 
more. So people could buy à Chevy 
Malibu under this proposal. Those that 
can use the program will select the 
more efficient motor and will have 
lower fuel bills year after year. And, we 
will have lower pollution and we will 
need to import less oil. 

Now, there is one other piece of this 
proposal: that if you do partake of this 
program, you need three things. You 
need to show your 1040 about what your 
adjusted gross income is and you need 
an old car that is at least 10 years old 
and you need to buy а car that gets at 
least 5 miles more per gallon than your 
old car and gets a minimum of 25 miles 
per gallon. It needs to be from one of 
the big three and made in America. If 
you do that, you get $10,000 towards 
that new car. 

There is one other stipulation. That 
old car you have? You have to turn it 
in to the dealer. The Government takes 
possession and the Government de- 
stroys it, smashes it up, destroys it, 
chops it up, sells it for scrap, so we get 
millions of these old cars off the road. 
They will not be put back into the used 
car market. 

Low-income Americans can get a new 
car, and it helps the auto industry. 
Isn't that what we want, a demand 
pull? We have а demand pull, and they 
start selling all these cars they have in 
inventory they cannot sell right now. 

My bill would stipulate this program 
could run from enactment through all 
of next year and end on December 81 of 
next year. So if we are going to be 
throwing $100 billion at the automobile 
companies, or $55 billion—no one 
knows—why don’t we take those bil- 
lions of dollars and give it to con- 
sumers, low-income consumers, to buy 
a new car that is more fuel efficient, 
has better emissions controls? 

It seems to me that is what I call 
percolate up economics—percolate up— 
not trickle down economics. But no 
one is talking about this. Why 
shouldn’t we be talking about it? 
Think about all the elderly people in 
this country who are retired who are 
driving old cars, but they cannot afford 
a new one. So they are stuck driving an 
old car they have put а lot of money 
into, to repair this and repair that, 
paying more for gasoline. 

Well, here is à chance for an elderly 
person, а couple on a fixed income, to 
get a new car. Think about it. You can 
buy à new car. I do not know what а 
Chevy Malibu car costs. But you can 
buy а new car for about $15,000, $16,000, 
and $10,000 of it will be paid for by the 
Government. That is not а bad deal. 

Quite frankly, more credit would be 
available for that purpose. Well, you 
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can understand that. If I am going to 
buy a car for $15,000, and $10,000 of it is 
going to be paid for by the Govern- 
ment, and I only have to finance $5,000, 
you can get all kinds of credit for that 
because the car's asset is going to be 
worth more than that. It is going to be 
worth a lot more as you go down in 
years. So credit will be available easily 
for something such as that. 

So, again, this bailout plan the Bush 
administration and congressional lead- 
ers—I have not been involved in that— 
this plan they are drafting fails to an- 
swer these two very big questions. In 
the midst of a severe recession, how do 
we boost demand for new cars? And, 
secondly, how do we give consumers 
compelling incentives to purchase fuel- 
efficient cars, especially at a time 
right now when gas prices are plum- 
meting? We know they are going to 
come back, but right now they are 
plummeting. 

So, again, I will be introducing the 
Selling Fuel-Efficient Cars Act of 
2008—it might be 2009, by the time we 
get back in January. That is my pro- 
posal. Do not put it in at the top. No, 
do not give it to the big boys. Let’s let 
the consumers—low-income and mod- 
est income Americans—buy millions— 
millions—of new cars made in America, 
made here. Get rid of all that inven- 
tory. I tell you what, I think you would 
see that the automobile companies 
could probably get lines of credit if 
something such as that happened. Then 
they could get back into the market 
without relying upon the taxpayers 
anymore. 

So I guess I would sum it up by say- 
ing this: Go to your average taxpayer 
out there and say: Look, we are prob- 
ably going to do something to save the 
automobile industry. Now, the tax- 
payer may say: I don't want to do any- 
thing to save them. Well, OK, fine. 
That is a legitimate point. But let's 
say that is not your choice. Your 
choice is: We are going to put money 
into the automobile industry. How 
would you like it done? Would you like 
it done by taking your tax money and 
putting it in at the top—there will be 
some restrictions on it; they have to do 
certain things such as that— putting it 
in at the top, or would you rather have 
your money go out so the little guy, 
the little woman, the little poor peo- 
ple, the retired people can buy а new 
car, have a little more of an asset, get 
the old clunkers off the road, have 
more fuel-efficient cars, with less bad 
emissions, and we will destroy all those 
old cars they turn in? We will destroy 
them, chop them up. 

You take that to any average tax- 
payer out there, and I will bet you my 
bottom dollar, if given that choice, if 
those are their two choices—put it in 
at the top or put it in at the bottom for 
consumers—they will pick the second 
choice. They will want to put it in for 
consumers, not just give it to the big 
boys. 
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So I do not know why no one is talk- 
ing about this. We should talk about it. 
We should talk about it more. I do not 
know. The bill they bring up may not 
be amendable. That is what I hear. But 
we ought to offer this. We ought to 
have the chance of saying: We can have 
а different approach to bailing out the 
automobile companies than just put- 
ting it in at the top. 

I believe the plan I am proposing will 
work. It will be better for America. It 
wil help à lot of low-income people 
and elderly people in our country to 
have a new car and we will get millions 
of old clunkers off the road and we will 
destroy them and we will have а better 
System for our consumers. 

So for those who say we have to help 
the automobile companies, I say, OK, 
but is there only one way or is there 
another way? Well, I think there is an- 
other way, and I think the proposal I 
have laid out is the way we ought to 


go. 
With that, Madam President, I yield 
the floor. 


ERR 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 
GORDON H. SMITH 

Mr. KOHL. Madam President, I rise 
today to pay tribute to my colleague, 
Senator GORDON H. SMITH of Oregon. 
We have served together on the Special 
Committee on Aging for since he came 
to the Senate in 1996. And for the past 
4 years, I have had the distinct pleas- 
ure of leading the committee alongside 
him. 

Our committee has а proud history of 
bipartisanship. Both the chair and the 
ranking member have the power to 
hold hearings, lead investigations, and 
conduct oversight for the good of older 
Americans. In every effort, the major- 
ity and minority staff involve each 
other, offering insights and inviting 
witnesses. The work we have done as 
leaders of the committee very much re- 
flects the partnership we forged. And I 
am pleased to have had the oppor- 
tunity to share many successes with 
Senator SMITH, the most recent of 
which—a 2-year extension of Supple- 
mental Security Income, SSI, benefits 
for refugees and other humanitarian 
immigrants—was signed into law by 
President Bush this fall. 

As the end of our ега comes to a 
close, I wish to applaud Senator SMITH 
for his commendable leadership of the 
committee, and thank him for the com- 
ity he ensured as we worked together 
to support older workers, improve 
rural health care and Medicare ac- 
countability, and strengthen elder jus- 
tice. I will be honored to push forth on 
these issues, which represent just a few 
of the many priorities we shared, 
though I will certainly regret the ab- 
sence of my collaborator, Senator 
SMITH. 

I wish Senator SMITH nothing but 
success and happiness as he leaves this 
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institution. I, along with millions of 
older Americans, owe him a debt of 
gratitude for the work he has done 
here. 


EE 


HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 


CAPTAIN ROB YLLESCAS 

Mr. NELSON of Nebraska. Madam 
President, I rise today to honor Army 
CPT Rob Yllescas who was wounded in 
Afghanistan on October 28, 2008, and 
tragically succumbed to his injuries on 
December 1. 

Captain Yllescas, who was a native of 
Guatemala, attended the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln, where he met his 
wife, Dena, a native of Osceola, NE. He 
came to call our State home, and today 
I know that every one of my fellow Ne- 
braskans is proud to claim Captain 
Yllescas as one of our own. 

Captain Yllescas commanded B- 
Troop, 6-4 Cavalry of the 3rd Brigade, 
1st Infantry Division, The Big Red One, 
where 90 American troops and more 
than 200 Afghan fighters were under his 
command. A graduate of Army Ranger 
School, Captain Yllescas had deployed 
twice before during his 10-year military 
career, both times to Iraq. His fellow 
Soldiers recognized and respected Cap- 
tain Yllescas’s commitment to the 
missions һе performed. Although 
trained as a  warfighter, Captain 
Yllescas knew the importance of con- 
necting with the local populations and 
was known to sit down with local lead- 
ers for tea and discussions of democ- 
гасу. 

After he was severely injured by an 
improvised explosive device, Captain 
Yllescas was strong enough to survive 
а lengthy medical evacuation which 
eventually brought him to the Na- 
tional Naval Medical Center in Be- 
thesda, MD. With Dena and other fam- 
ily members at his side, Captain 
Yllescas underwent almost daily sur- 
geries in the hope of recovery. Dena 
Yllescas chronicled his hospitalization 
on an Internet blog which drew tens of 
thousands of readers. Friends, relatives 
and total strangers all followed Cap- 
tain Yllescas’s progress and prayed for 
his recovery. President George W. Bush 
made a special trip to the medical cen- 
ter and awarded Captain Yllescas the 
Purple Heart in a brief ceremony on 
November 10. 

Captain Yllescas knew the dangers he 
faced and the risks he took. He also 
knew the importance of the work he 
did in the Army on behalf of his fellow 
Americans. He risked and ultimately 
sacrificed his own life so that people a 
world away could have the chance to 
enjoy the freedoms he had found in 
America. 

Captain Yllescas is survived by his 
wife, Dena, and daughters Julia, age 7, 
and Eva, 10 months; parents, Barbara 
Yllescas of Lincoln and Otto Yllescas 
of Guatemala; a brother, Christopher of 
Columbia, MO; and two sisters, Jen- 
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nifer Winterbauer of Lincoln and Nat- 
alie Yllescas of Guatemala. 

The life and service of Captain 
Yllescas represents an example we can 
all look up to and seek to emulate. He 
served his country honorably and made 
the ultimate sacrifice in furtherance of 
a much larger goal. Captain Yllescas 
made the most of his short life, and the 
greatest tragedy is that now it is im- 
possible to know what more this prom- 
ising young man might have accom- 
plished. I join all Nebraskans іп 
mourning the loss of Captain Yllescas 
and in offering my deepest condolences 
to his family. 


EE 


GULF WAR ILLNESS RESEARCH 
FUNDING 


Mr. ROCKEFELLER. Madam Presi- 
dent, I rise today to urge my col- 
leagues to review the findings of the 
congressionally mandated Research 
Advisory Committee on Gulf War Vet- 
erans’ Illnesses. This report, which was 
released a few weeks ago, confirms 
what many veterans of the Gulf War, 
lawmakers, physicians, and researchers 
have long suspected that the mys- 
terious illnesses suffered by one in four 
gulf war veterans are real, and are a re- 
sult of their exposure to neurotoxic 
chemicals. 

It was not long after the successful 
conclusion of the gulf war that many of 
our soldiers returned home with mul- 
tiple persistent symptoms including 
headaches, memory 1085, gastro- 
intestinal problems, and widespread 
pain. The symptoms were real, yet the 
cause and effective treatment have re- 
mained frustratingly elusive. As a lead- 
ing member of the Senate Committee 
on Veterans’ Affairs, I pushed hard for 
oversight hearings and continued re- 
search efforts. 

Finally, 17 years after the end of that 
conflict, this report confirms that vet- 
erans’ neurotoxin and pesticide expo- 
sure during the gulf war has been con- 
sistently found to be causally associ- 
ated with gulf war illness. Unfortu- 
nately, this report also concludes that 
few veterans have recovered from their 
exposure, and treatments remain inef- 
fective. While it is important that the 
cause of this illness has been estab- 
lished, it is unacceptable for our vet- 
erans to continue to suffer from these 
wounds of war. 

In light of the findings of the Re- 
search Advisory Committee on Gulf 
War Veterans’ Illnesses, there must be 
a continued investment in gulf war ill- 
ness research. It is estimated that 
175,000 to 210,000 gulf war veterans are 
suffering from the effects of neurotoxin 
exposure directly related to their time 
Spent in the Gulf. Once again, hundreds 
of thousands of soldiers find them- 
Selves back in the area as part of Oper- 
ation Iraqi Freedom. Therefore, it is 
vital that we do all that we can to ade- 
quately fund gulf war research. 
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We also need to learn the lesson of 
the value of candor and research. DOD 
and VA must be more open with Con- 
gress about the concerns facing our 
troops, from neurotoxin and pesticide 
exposures in the gulf war to the trou- 
bling issue of suicide, mental health 
issues, and traumatic brain injury, 
TBI, in the current conflict. We must 
address all the wounds of war, both 
visible and invisible, for our veterans 
who have served so bravely. 


EE 


GENERIC MEDICINES 


Ms. STABENOW. Madam President, I 
rise today to bring to my colleagues’ 
attention a recent article in the re- 
spected Journal of American Medicine 
on generic medicines. The article 
comes at a critical time as we begin to 
tackle the important issue of health 
care reform. 

There is no doubt that health care re- 
form must include offering solutions 
that reduce skyrocketing health care 
costs. One solution to reducing costs is 
to increase access to generic medi- 
cines, which offer savings of up to 80 
percent over brand drug costs. 

The new JAMA article provides spe- 
cific evidence on the benefits of generic 
medicines. The analysis, which in- 
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cluded U.S. scientists reviewing more 
than 20 years of research on generic 
versus brand name drugs, found that 
there is no clinical evidence showing 
that brand name cardiovascular drugs 
were superior to their generic versions. 
Moreover, the lead author of the report 
noted that generics can lead to better 
outcomes because they cost less, which 
means patients can afford to take them 
and stay on them. 

As our economy continues to strug- 
gle, Americans across the country are 
looking for ways to make ends meet. 
We hear too often about older Ameri- 
cans rationing their medicines and 
even mothers watering down infant for- 
mula to make it last longer, not know- 
ing of the dangerous health impact this 
can have. A recent survey conducted by 
BearingPoint, Inc., and Zogby found 
that an alarming number of consumers 
admitted that they would consider de- 
nying themselves or their children 
health care to save money during this 
difficult economic time. 

As we consider the critical and inter- 
related issues regarding the economic 
crisis and reform of national health 
care, the new JAMA study supports 
every effort we can make now to in- 
crease the use of generic medicines. We 
should remove the numerous barriers 
to getting generic medicines to con- 
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sumers sooner rather than later, and 
we must prevent the creation of new 
barriers that will impede greater use of 
generics. We also should consider how 
to create a workable pathway for 
biogenerics, a pathway that actually 
gets these safe and affordable life- 
saving medicines to patients in a time- 
ly manner. 


Generic medicines save consumers 
and State and Federal governments bil- 
lions of dollars annually. At the same 
time, generic medicines are FDA ap- 
proved, guaranteeing their safety and 
effectiveness. 


When the new Congress tackles the 
important health care initiatives that 
lie ahead, the safety and effectiveness 
of prescription drugs must remain a 
top priority. As the medical evidence 
concludes, Congress can have con- 
fidence in the fact that increasing ac- 
cess to generic medicines will provide 
high-quality care at significant cost 
savings for consumers and the govern- 
ment. 


I ask unanimous consent to have the 
article to which I referred printed in 
the RECORD. 


There being no objection, the mate- 


rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 
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and Brand-Name Drugs Used 
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HE PROBLEM OF RISING PRESCRIP- 

tion drug costs has emerged as 

a critical policy issue, strain- 

ing the budgets of patients and 
public/private insurers! and directly 
contributing to adverse health out- 
comes by reducing adherence to im- 
portant medications.?? The primary 
drivers of elevated drug costs are brand- 
name drugs, which are sold at high 
prices during a period of patent pro- 
tection and market exclusivity after ap- 
proval by the Food and Drug Admin- 
istration (FDA)." To control spending, 
many payers and providers have en- 
couraged substitution of inexpensive 
bioequivalent generic versions of these 
drugs, which can legally be marketed 
by multiple manufacturers after the 
brand-name manufacturer's market ex- 
clusivity period ends? 

Generic drugs are chemically equiva- 
lent to their brand-name counterparts 
in terms of active ingredients but may 
differ in peripheral features, such as pill 
color or shape, inert binders and fill- 
ers, and the specific manufacturing pro- 
cess.° The 1984 Hatch-Waxman Act 
first authorized the FDA to approve ge- 
neric drugs demonstrated to be “bio- 
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Context Use of generic drugs, which are bioequivalent to brand-name drugs, can 
help contain prescription drug spending. However, there is concern among patients 
and physicians that brand-name drugs may be clinically superior to generic drugs. 


Objectives To summarize clinical evidence comparing generic and brand-name drugs 
used in cardiovascular disease and to assess the perspectives of editorialists on this 
issue. 


Data Sources Systematic searches of peer-reviewed publications in MEDLINE, 
EMBASE, and International Pharmaceutical Abstracts from January 1984 to August 
2008. 


Study Selection Studies compared generic and brand-name cardiovascular drugs 
using clinical efficacy and safety end points. We separately identified editorials ad- 
dressing generic substitution. 


Data Extraction We extracted variables related to the study design, setting, par- 
ticipants, clinical end points, and funding. Methodological quality of the trials was as- 
sessed by Jadad and Newcastle-Ottawa scores, and a meta-analysis was performed 
to determine an aggregate effect size. For editorials, we categorized authors' posi- 
tions on generic substitution as negative, positive, or neutral. 


Results We identified 47 articles covering 9 subclasses of cardiovascular medica- 
tions, of which 38 (81%) were randomized controlled trials (RCTs). Clinical equiva- 
lence was noted in 7 of 7 RCTs (100%) of В-Ыоскегѕ, 10 of 11 RCTs (91%) of di- 
uretics, 5 of 7 RCTs (71%) of calcium channel blockers, 3 of 3 RCTs (100%) of antiplatelet 
agents, 2 of 2 RCTs (100%) of statins, 1 of 1 RCT (100%) of angiotensin-converting 
enzyme inhibitors, and 1 of 1 RCT (100%) of w-blockers. Among narrow therapeutic 
index drugs, clinical equivalence was reported in 1 of 1 RCT (100%) of class 1 anti- 
arrhythmic agents and 5 of 5 RCTs (100%) of warfarin. Aggregate effect size (n= 837) 
was —0.03 (95% confidence interval, -0.15 to 0.08), indicating no evidence of supe- 
riority of brand-name to generic drugs. Among 43 editorials, 23 (63%) expressed a 
negative view of generic drug substitution. 


Conclusions Whereas evidence does not support the notion that brand-name drugs 
used in cardiovascular disease are superior to generic drugs, a substantial number of 
editorials counsel against the interchangeability of generic drugs. 


ЈАМА. 2008;300(21):2514-2526 www.jama.com 


equivalent,” which is defined as ab- 
sence of a significant difference in the 
availability of the active ingredient at 
the site of drug action.’ Bioequiva- 
lency can be established on the basis of 
the maximum serum concentration of 
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the drug, the time until maximum con- 
centration is reached, or the area un- 
der the curve based on serum concen- 
tration as a function of time. 

Some physicians and patients have 
expressed concern that bioequivalent 
generic and brand-name drugs may not 
be equivalent in their effects on vari- 
ous clinical parameters, including 
physiological measures such as heart 
rate or blood pressure, important labo- 
ratory measurements, and outcomes 
such as health system utilization or 
mortality.*'* Of particular concern are 
narrow therapeutic index (NTI) drugs, 
which are drugs whose effective doses 
and toxic doses are separated by a small 
difference in plasma concentration. 
Brand-name manufacturers have sug- 
gested that generic drugs may be less 
effective and safe than their brand- 
name counterparts. Anecdotes have 
appeared in the lay press raising doubts 
about the efficacy and safety of certain 
generic drugs.^? 

Little empirical evidence has been 
assembled to assess clinical differ- 
ences resulting from the use of 
generic medications, so we sought to 
systematically evaluate comparisons 
of generic and brand-name drugs on 
these outcomes. We focused on drugs 
used primarily to treat cardiovascular 
disease, which as a group make up 
the largest portion of outpatient 
prescription drug spending.'* We 
reviewed studies published from 1984 
to 2008 comparing clinical character- 
istics of generic and brand-name 
drugs in this field and pooled avail- 
able results. To determine the concur- 
rent expert opinion on the subject of 
generic substitution, we also system- 
atically reviewed the content of edito- 
rials published during this time. 


METHODS 

Data Sources 

We performed a systematic search of ar- 
ticles published in peer-reviewed health 
care-related journals between Janu- 
ary 1984 and August 2008 using 
MEDLINE, EMBASE, and Interna- 
tional Pharmaceutical Abstracts (IPA) 
with the help of a professional librarian. 


©2008 American Medical Association. All rights reserved. 


GENERIC DRUGS IN CARDIOVASCULAR MEDICINE 


We used 3 main subject heading do- 
mains: terms relating to the type of 
study (for example, clinical study, cross- 
over, equivalen$, effect$, and out- 
come$), terms relating to the products 
of interest (for example, brand-name, 
nonproprietary, generic$, innovator$, 
patent$, and pharmaceutical drug), and 
terms relating to cardiovascular medi- 
cine. Cardiovascular disease was de- 
fined as any condition affecting the 
heart or blood vessels, including myo- 
cardial infarction, hypertension, cat- 
diac arrhythmias, peripheral vascular 
disease, and heart failure. Under the car- 
diovascular category, we used search 
terms addressing general terms (eg, car- 
diovascular, heart, hematologic), cardio- 
vascular disease (eg, atherosclerosis, hy- 
perlipid, ischemia), and classes of 
pertinent drugs (eg, B-agonist, antico- 
agulant). Articles containing at least 1 
search term in each of the 3 main cat- 
egories met criteria for the title/ 
abstract review. 

Search terms and parameters were 
adjusted for each database while main- 
taining a common overall architec- 
ture. Search results from MEDLINE and 
EMBASE were combined and screened 
for duplicate entries. Search results from 
IPA were handled separately because of 
differences in output organization. 


Study Selection 

Studies were included if they reported 
ona comparative evaluation of 1 brand- 
name drug and at least 1 generic ver- 
sion produced by a distinct manufac- 
turer (biologic products, which are 
regulated differently, were excluded). 
The comparative evaluation had to in- 
clude measurement of at least 1 clini- 
cal efficacy or safety end point, includ- 
ing a vital sign (eg, heart rate, blood 
pressure, urine output), a clinical labo- 
ratory study (eg, international normal- 
ized ratio [INR], low-density lipopro- 
tein, urine electrolytes), patient 
morbidity or mortality, or health sys- 
tem utilization. "Clinical laboratory 
studies" did not include specialized as- 
says of concentrations of the drug or its 
metabolites used in pharmacokinetic 
evaluation. 


We included both randomized con- 
trolled trials (RCTs) and observa- 
tional studies. We excluded case stud- 
ies as well as qualitative analyses of 
effectiveness, pharmacoeconomic 
evaluations, or surveys. For this part of 
the study, we also excluded commen- 
taries, essays, legal analyses, consen- 
sus statements, and letters to the edi- 
tor. Studies were excluded if they were 
written in a language other than En- 
glish or they were conducted in vitro 
orinanimals. Although the study could 
take place in any location, the brand- 
name drug used (or an identical for- 
mulation of it) must have been ap- 
proved by the FDA. Manual reference 
mining of articles, letters, and com- 
mentaries supplemented the search re- 
sults. 


Data Extraction and Synthesis 

Data were extracted (A.S.K.) and 
checked (W.H.5.), with disagree- 
ments resolved by consensus. We as- 
sessed a number of variables related to 
the organization and outcome of the 
studies: the study design, listed source 
of funding, the setting (US vs non- 
US), the characteristics of the popula- 
tion studied, the number of partici- 
pants, the mean age (or age range) of 
the participants, the clinical end points, 
and the self-identified source of fund- 
ing (where listed). The methodologi- 
cal quality of the randomized clinical 
trials (RCTs) was assessed using the 
5-point scale developed by Jadad et al." 
The methodological quality of nonran- 
domized trials was assessed using the 
9-star Newcastle-Ottawa scale.!5 This 
was done independently by 2 of us 
(A.S.K. and W.H.S.), with differences 
resolved by consensus. 

Drugs were further subdivided based 
on whether they had a wide therapeu- 
tic index (WTD or NTI. The federal 
definition of an NTI drug follows: “(a) 
There is less than a 2-fold difference in 
median lethal dose (10;,) and median 
effective dose (ЕБ) values, or (b) 
There is less than a 2-fold difference in 
the minimum toxic concentrations and 
minimum effective concentrations in 
the blood, and (c) Safe and effective use 
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Figure 1. Study Selection 
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inclusion E 2 Articles added after evaluation of citations 


from articles thal were considered 


[o 


26 Exciuded 


г е 
47 Studies included in meta-analysis 
38 Randomized controled triais 
9 Retrospective studies 
ЗА trials used WTI drugs 
13 Trials used NTI drugs 


8 Did not compare brand-name with 
generic drugs 

5 Did not report clinical outcomes 

MIO 6 Used surveys or other qualitative 

outcomes 

8 Were not in English language journats 

+ Was a brief report of a irial 
included in the final analysis 


| ETARE AEN 


NTI indicates narrow therapeutic index; WTI, wide therapeutic index. 


of the drug products require careful ti- 
tration and patient monitoring,"!7"* The 
FDA does not formally designate the 
therapeutic index of drugs, but accord- 
ing to this definition (confirmed with 
review of the cardiovascular litera- 
ture), relevant drugs with an NTI in- 
clude the anticoagulant warfarin (Cou- 
madin; DuPont Pharmaceuticals, 
Wilmington, Delaware) and antiar- 
rhythmic drugs affecting the sodium 
and potassium channels (class 1 and 
class NI). 

To conduct a meta-analysis of in- 
cluded studies, we identified those RCTs 
where means and standard deviations for 
clinical outcomes were presented or 
could be derived from the published re- 
sults. H the correlation was not re- 
ported for a crossover design, we as- 
sumeda coefficient of 0.5. We calculated 
a Cohen D effect size for each study with 
a 95% confidence interval (CI) accord- 
ing to established methods from infor- 
mation provided in the article. ^?" The 
effect sizes compare the difference in 
effect between the study groups di- 
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vided by the standard deviation of this 
difference. We considered an effect size 
ofless than 0.2 to be very small, an effect 
size of 0.2 to 0.5 to be small, an effect 
size of 0.5 to 0.8 to be medium, and an 
effect size of greater than 0.8 to be large. 
Since this measure is independent of the 
measurement used, sample size, and 
standard deviation of the outcome mea- 
sure, we aggregated different end points 
across studies to obtain effect sizes with 
9596 Cls for each cardiovascular drug 
class as well as an aggregate effect size 
for all studies included in the meta- 
analysis,” 


Review of Editorials 

We assessed the perspectives presented 
in editorials about the appropriateness 
of using generic drugs in treating car- 
diovascular disease during the same time 
period covered by our systematic re- 
view of the data. We repeated the 
MEDLINE and EMBASE searches using 
the same criteria. Two of us (A.S.K. and 
A.S.M.) then reviewed each title and ab- 
stract. Editorials were defined as ar- 


ticles expressing perspectives or view- 
points that did not include direct 
pharmacokinetic or clinical compari- 
sons of generic and brand-name drugs. 
We also excluded systematic literature 
reviews, reports of surveys, case reports 
without substantial additional discus- 
sion, and letters to the editor. 

Using content analysis,?* 2 of us 
(A.S.K. and W.H.S.) then coded themes 
in the commentaries. We focused on the 
examples used (if any), sources cited (if 
any), and ultimate conclusions reached 
to categorize the editorial's viewpoint 
within 1 of 3 main categories: (1) those 
presenting a generally negative opinion 
discouraging generic drug substitution, 
(2) those presenting a generally posi- 
tive opinion encouraging generic drug 
substitution, and (3) those presenting a 
neutral analysis or that otherwise made 
no recommendations on the issue. We 
determined whether the editorial ad- 
dressed generic and/or cardiovascular 
drugs broadly or focused on a subset of 
drugs, such as NTI drugs or drugs ina 
particular class. Investigators recon- 
ciled differences in coding by consensus. 


RESULTS 


The search done ín September 2008 
identified 8556 records, 3932 records 
from EMBASE, 2848 records from 
MEDLINE, and 1776 records from 
IPA. After removing overlapping cita- 
tions and applying our exclusion cri- 
teria, 71 articles were prioritized from 
those 3 sources. We added 2 studies 
from evaluation of citations from pri- 
oritized articles. A total of 26 citations 
were excluded after full review. In 
total, our review identified 47 articles 
for detailed analysis (FiGURE 1), cov- 
ering 9 different subclasses of cardio- 
vascular drugs. 

Nearly half of included studies (23/47, 
49%) were primarily bioequivalency stud- 
ies, in which pharmacokinetic compari- 
sons occurred along with clinical end 
points, and more thana third (18/47, 38%) 
involved only healthy, young subjects. 
Less than half of the articles (21/47, 45%) 
were published since 2000 and only 17 
(3696) were conducted in the United 
States. TABLE 1, TABLE 2, TABLE 3, and 
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TABLE 4 include all categories of WTI 
cardiovascular drugs while TABLE 5 high- 
lights the 2 NTI categories, warfarin 
(Coumadin) and class | antiarrhythmic 
drugs. 
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WTI Drugs 

Nearly all trials (31/34, 9196) com- 
paring generic and brand-name car- 
diovascular drugs with a WTI were 
RCTs with a crossover design. These 


articles encompassed 7 different drug 
classes, although more than three- 
fourths (27/34, 7996) involved 
B-blockers, diuretics, or calcium 
channel blockers. 


Table 1. Studies involving B-Blockers 


December 10, 2008 


No. of Patients Jadad or 
(Age Mean Newcastle- 
Drugs or Range, y)/ Population Ottawa Listed Source 
Source Studied Duration Study Design (Setting) Score? Results of Funding 
Ahrens et ai,5 ToproiXLvs8 49673 (56/4у Retrospective Patients 8 No excess risk of Generic 
2007 versions of cohort affiliated hospitalization for manufacturers 
long-acting Study with 3 cardiovascular events 
metoprolol German after adjustment for 
health confounding (OR, 
insurers 1.04-1.06; 95% Cl, 
{non-US} 0.89-1.21) 
Portoles et а,® Coreg vs 24 (22.81 dose RCT with Healthy 2 No significant differences Not listed 
2005 carvedilol of each with crossover subjects in HR, BP, PR length, 
washout {non-US} tolerability 
Mirfazaelian Tenormin vs 12 (NAV dose Bioequivalency Healthy 2 No significant differences Not listed 
et al? atenolol of each with Study: subjects in reductions of HR, 
2003 washout double- {non-US} BP 
blind RCT 
with 
crossover 
Bongers and Toprol XL vs 52 (62/4 wk Double-blind Outpatients 3 Both significantly reduced Вгапа-пате 
Sabin,” long-acting for each RCT with with stable ischemic events; no manufacturer 
1999 metoprolol product Crossover angina and significant difference in 
6 proven reductions of HR or 
ST- BP, signs of ischemia 
segment on telemetry (P = 21), 
depres- anginal attacks 
sions on {Р = .34), nitrate use 
ambulatory {Р = 13), or adverse 
ECG events (P = 08); 
(non-US) median HR slightly less 
for brand-name 
(Р = 09) 
Chiang et аі, 29 Tenormin vs 23 (59/4 wk Double-blind Outpatients. 3 No significant differences Not listed 
1995 atenolol of each with RCT with with hyper- in reductions of HR, 
washout crossover tension BP 
(non-US) 
Sarkar et а, Tenormin vs 31 (NAY1 dose Bioequivalency — Healthy 2 No significant differences Generic 
1995 atenolol of each with study: RCT subjects in reductions of HR, manufacturer 
washout with (US) BP 
crossover 
Carter et al,” inderal vs 15 (46)/4 wkof — Single-blind Outpatients 3 No significant differences Nationa! Institutes 
1989 Inderal LA each with RCT with with in reductions of HR, of Health 
fong-acting} washout crossover hyperten- reductions of BP, 
vs sion (US) tolerability 
propranolol 
el-Sayed and Inderal vs 12 (NAV1 dose Double-blind Healthy 2 No significant differences Мої listed 
Davies, propranolol of each with RCT with subjects in change in resting 
1989 vs placebo washout crossover (non-US) HR, SBP, postexercise 
values 
Sanderson and Inderal vs 1700 (68)/Half Retrospective Outpatients 3 Increased incidence of Not listed 
Lewis, propranolot switched to cohort with self-reported adverse 
1986 Inderal LA Study multiple effects among group 
for 4 wk; indications taking generic at 
then ай for B- initiation of study 
switched for blocker (P < ,001) (difference 
4wk {non-US} extinguished after alt 


switched to Inderal LA, 
P= 15) 


Abbreviations: BP, blood pressure; Cl, confidence interval: ECG, electrocardiogram; HR, heart rate; NA, not available; OR, odds ratio; RCT, randomized controlled triak SBP, systolic 


blood pressure. 
‘Toprol XL and Tenormin are manufactured by Astrazeneca, Wilmington, Delaware; Coreg, GlaxoSmithKline, London, England; and Inderal, Ayerst Laboratories, Radnor, Pennsyivania, 
‘The Jadad score range is 1-5 for RCTs; the Newcastie-Ottawa score range, 1-9 stars for observational studies. 


a 
b 
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e a а RE I TT а I Emm M c MED SEE M MEUSE I сасы SOME TNE TO 
Table 2. Studies Involving Diuretics 


No. of Patients Jadad or 
(Age Mean or Newcastle- 
Drugs Range, у) Population Ottawa Source of 
Source Studied? Duration Study Design {Setting} Score? Results Funding 
Murray et al,“ Lasix vs 3 17 (651 wk of — Bicequivalency Outpatients 3 Statistically nonsignificant — Brand-name 
1997 versions of each study: with CHF differences in urine manufacturer 
furosemide product open-label US electrolytes 
vs RCT with {P = .37-.45) but wide 
intravenous Crossover intraindividual variability 
Lasix 
Awad et al, Lasix vs 20 (21-32y1 Bicequivalency Healthy 0 Statistically nonsignificant Not listed 
1992 furasemide dose of study: RCT subjects differences in urine 
each with with inon-US) electrolytes, urine 
washout Crossover volume (P > .05} 
Kaojarem et a, Lasix vs 3 8 (25-39y1 Bicequivalency — Healthy 1 Statistically nonsignificant Medical center, 
1980 versions of dose of study: RCT subjects differences in 6-h urine brand-name 
furosemide each with wih (non-US) output, urine manufacturer 
washout crossover electrolytes (P > .05) 
Sharoky et al,” Dyazide vs 30(55y3 wk of ^ Bioequivalency Outpatients 4 Statistically nonsignificant Generic 
1989 triamterene- brand and 3 Study: with differences in manufacturer 
hydrochloro- wk of RCT with hyperten- electrolytes, CBC, ВР, 
thiazide generic crossover sion taking tolerability (Р > 05) 
brand- 
name 
Dyazide 
US} 
Singh et al,** intravenous 5(20-51y1 Bioequivalency — Inpatients with 2 Statistically nonsignificant Not listed 
1987 Lasix vs dose of Study: edema of differences in urine 
intravenous each with double- renal origin electrolytes, standing 
furosemide washout blind RCT {non-US) and recumbent BP, 
urine output, 
tolerability 
{P > 05 _ 
Meyer et al? Lasix vs 3 12 {NAV dose Bioequivalency Healthy 2 Statistically significant Not listed 
1985 versions of of each with study: subjects differences in -h urine 
furosemide washout double- (non-US) output (P « .05) 
blind ROT 
with 
Crossover 
Grahnen et al,“ Lasix vs 8 (26)/2 doses Bioequivalency — Healthy 2 Statistically nonsignificant Not listed 
1984 furosemide of each with study: subjects differences in urine. 
vs washout double- {non-US} output (P > .05) 
intravenous blind RCT 
furosemide with 
crossover 
Garg et al,” Lasix vs 16 (ЧА! dose Bicequivalency Healthy 2 Statistically nonsignificant Not listed 
1984 furosemide of each with study: subjects differences in serum 
washout double- (non-US) and urine electrolytes, 
blind RCT HR, BP, urine output 
with (9.05 
crossover 
Pan et al? Lasix vs 5 (NAY2 d of Bioequivalency Outpatients 1 Statistically nonsignificant Мот listed 
1984 furosemide: each study: with CHF differences in 
double- (non-US) electrolytes, urine 
blind RCT output, weight, urine 
with electrolytes (P > .2) 
: crossover 
Maitai et al,“ Lasix vs G 6(NAV1 dose of  Bicequivalency Healthy о "Acceptable level of Government 
1984 versions of each with study: RCT subjects diuresis” in 
furosemide washout with (non-US) self-reported urine 
crossover output (no statistical 
tests done) 
Martin et а,“ Lasix vs 12 (18-4271 Bioequivalency Healthy 0 Statistically nonsignificant Medical center 
1984 furosemide dose of study: subjects trend of lower urine 
each with RCT with {non-US) output (P = .07-.08), 
washout crossaver Statistically 
nonsignificant 
differences in urine 
electrolytes. 


Abbreviations: BP, blood pressure; CBC, complete biood count; CHF, congestive heart failure; HR, heart rate; NA, not available; RCT, randomized controlled trial. 
aL asix is manufactured by Sanofi-Aventis, Paris, France; Dyazide is manufactured by GlaxoSmithKline, London, England. 
©The Jadad score range is 1-5 for АСТ; the Newcastle-Ottawa score range, 1-9 stars for observational studies. 
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We identified 9 articles that com- 
pared clinical outcomes in generic and 
brand-name B-blockers.?*? These stud- 
ies involved 4 different B-blockers: 
long-acting metoprolol (Toprol XL; As- 
traZeneca, Wilmington, Delaware), 
atenolol (Tenormin; AstraZeneca), 
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carvedilol (Coreg; GlaxoSmithKline, 
London, England), and propranolol (In- 
deral; Ayerst Laboratories, Radnor, 
Pennsylvania). Long-acting metopro- 
lol was evaluated in 1 double-blind ЕСТ 
in outpatients with stable angina and 
1 retrospective cohort study involving 


nearly 50000 German patients over 4 
years.” The cohort study identified us- 
ers of B-blockers from provincial ad- 
ministrative data in Germany and found 
no differences in clinical outcomes af- 
ter controlling for patient sociodemo- 
graphic characteristics and their co- 


December 10, 2008 


Table 3. Studies Involving Calcium Channel Blockers 


No. of Patients Jadad or 
(Age Mean or Newcastle- 
Drugs Range, y)/ Population Ottawa Source of 
Source Studied? Duration Study Design (Setting) Score? Results Funding 

Kim et ai, 2007 Norvasc vs 189 (63/8 wk Multicenter Outpatients 3 Significant BP improvement Generic 
amiodipine with dose double- with in both groups; statistically manufacturer, 
camsylate increase blind uncompli- nonsignificant differences government 

after 4 wk if parallel cated in tolerability (P > .05) 
BP stil group RCT essential 
elevated hyper- 
tension 
(non-US) 
Mignini et а, Norvasc vs 24(34.8V1 dose Single-blind Healthy 2 Decrease in SBP, increase Not listed 
2007 amlodipine of each with RCT with subjects in HR, decrease in PR 
maleate washout crossover {non-US} and QRS intervals, 
with statistically 
nonsignificant differences 
between the 2 groups 

Park et ai”? 2004 Norvascvsam- 18(22/1dese Bioequivalency Healthy sub- 4 Significant improvements Not listed 
lodipine of each with study: jects (non- in BP in both groups; 
camsylate washout open-label 05) statistically nonsignificant 

RCT with differences in 

Crossover electrolytes, CBC, UA, 
HR, ECG changes 
{Р > 05 

Saseen et al,** Calan vs verap- 8 (70y2 wk of Bioequivalency Elderly outpa- 3 Generics associated with Not listed 
1997 amil each with Study: tients with а marginally greater 
washout double- hyper- BP reduction than 

blind RCT tension brand; statistically 

with cross- (US nonsignificant differences 

Over in HR, ECG changes 
(Р > .05) 

Ushaetal 1997 Cardizem vs 12(Q7y1dose  Bioequivalency Healthy sub- 3 Statistically nonsignificant Generic 
long-acting of each with study: jects tnon- differences in BP, HR, manufacturer 
diltiazem washout double- US ECG changes 

blind RCT (p.05 
with cross- 
over 
Waldman and Calan SR or 24 (МАЈ dose  Bioequivalency Healthy sub- 1 in fasting patients, Brand-name 
Morganroth, 5o Isoptin SR of each with study (both jects (US) statistically nonsignificant manufacturer; 
1995 vs washout fasting and difference in BP, HR, brand-name, 
sustained- aftera or ECG changes; in industry- 
release ver- meal): fed patients, increased affiliated foun- 
apamit open-label PR interval on ECG dation 
RCT with generic (P < .05) 
Carter et al," isoptinvs 1012 — Youth cohort: Double-blind ^ Healthy sub- 2 Statistically nonsignificant American College 
1993 versions of 8(97y1 wk random- jects and differences in HR, BP, ot Clinical 
verapamil of each with ized 3-way elderly out- or PR intervals for Pharmacy, 
washout; RCT with patients youth cohort; medical center 
elderly co- Crossover with hyper- statistically insignificant 
hort: tension differences in elderly 
8 (73/8 wk (US) cohort also, except 1 
of each with generic associated 
no washout with increased PR 
interval and 
(paradoxically) higher 
supine BP 
Abbreviations: ВР, blood pressure; CBC, complete blood count; ECG, electrocardiogran; HR, heart rate; NA, not available; RCT, randomized controlled trial; SBP, systolic blood pres- 
Sure; UA, urinalysis. 


^ Norvasc is manufactured by Pfizer, New York, New York: Calan, Searle Pharmaceuticals, Chicago, Ilinois; Cardizem, Marion Merrit Dow inc, Kansas City, Missouri; and isoptin, Knoll 
Pharmaceuticals, Whippany, New Jersey. 
Оте Jadad score range is 1-5 for RCTs; the Newcastle-Ottawa score range, 1-9 stars for observational studies. 
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morbidities. In 1 RCT in outpatients 
with hypertension and 2 bioequiva- 
lency studies in healthy volunteers, 
Tenormin was not found to be supe- 
rior to the generic version in lowering 
heart rate and blood pressure.” 38 In 


a retrospective cohort study of pa- 
tients switching from short- to long- 
acting B-blocker preparations, self- 
reported adverse effects occurred more 
frequently at baseline in patients tak- 
ing generic propranolol than in those 


taking Inderal (34.6% vs 24.8%, 
P<.OO1L), and the difference was noted 
to be extinguished after all were 
switched to Inderal LA (Long-Acting) 
(20.5% vs 17.6%, P«.15).? These pa- 
tients were not randomly assigned to 


Table 4. Studies Involving Other Non-NTI Cardiovascular Drugs Grouped by Drug Class 


No. of Patients Jadad or 
(Age Mean or Newcastle- 
Drugs Range, yV Population Ottawa Source of 
Source Studied? Duration Study Design (Setting) Score? Results Funding 
Antiplatelet Agents 
Ashraf et al, Piavix vs 30 (491 dose Double-blind Patients with 3 Statistically nonsignificant Generic 
2005 clopidogrel of each with RCT with suspected differences in manufacturer, 
washout crossover ischemic reduction in platelet govemment 
heart disease aggregation blood 
(non-US) tests (57.8% vs 
60.795, P = 72) 
Rao et al, Plavix vs 20(27)/10d Bioeguivalency Healthy subjects 2 Statistically nonsignificant Not listed 
2003 clopidogrel study: (non-US) differences in bieeding 
open-label time, tolerability 
parallel {P > 05) 
group RCT 
Merali et al,“ Enteric-coated 12 (18-45)/1 Bioequivalency Healthy subjects 2 Statistically nonsignificant — Intema! funding 
1996 aspirin vs 3 dose of study: RCT fnon-US) differences in platelet 
versions of each with with function assay 
enteric- washout Crossover {Р > .05) 
Coated 
acetyisali- 
Cylic acid 
Angiotensin-Converting Enzyme Inhibitors 
Portoles et al,** Vasotec vs 24(23y/1dose Bioequivalency — Heaithy subjects 3 Statistically nonsignificant Not listed 
2004 enalaprit of each with Study: {non-US) differences in BP 
washout open-label reductions, changes in 
RCT with HR, effect on CBC, UA 
crossover (P > 05) 
Statins 
Assawawitoontip Zocor vs 48 (37/8 wk Double-blind Outpatients with 4 Reductions in LDL in both — Generic 
and simvastatin of each with RCT with hypercholes- groups; statistically manufacturer 
Wiwanitkit, 5° washout crossover terolernia not nonsignificant 
2002 previously differences in 
treated cholesterol 
(non-US) measurements, LFTs, 
creatine kinase levels 
{unpaired t test, 
fx А 
Wiwanikitetal" Zocor vs 43 (49)/16 wk Double-blind Outpatients with 4 Reductions in LDL in both — Generic 
2002 simvastatin of each with RCT with hypercholes- groups; statistically manufacturer 
washout crossover terolemia not nonsignificant 
previously differences in 
treated cholesterol 
(non-US) measurements, LFTs, 
adverse effects 
(P 05) 
«-Blockers 
Tsai et al, Hytrin vs 43 (63y8 wk Open-label Outpatients with 3 improvements in urine flow Generic 
2007 terazosin of each with АСТ with BPH and quality of life manufacturer 
washout crossover (non-US) indices in both; 
(dose statistically 
change nonsignificant 
allowed differences in effects 
at week 2) on BP, HR, CBC, 
symptom scales 
(P > 05 


Abbreviations: BP, blood pressure; BPH, benign prostatic hypertrophy; CBC, complete blood count; HR, heart rate; LOL, low-density lipoprotein; LFTs, liver function test results; NTI, 
narrow therapeutic index; RCT, randomized controlled trial; UA, urinalysis. 
Plavix is manufactured by Bristol-Myers Squibb, New York, New York; Vasotec and Zocor by Merck, Whitehouse Station, New Jersey; and Hytrin by Abbott Laboratories. Abbott Park, 


йоз. 


The Jadad score range is 1-5 for RCTs; the Newcastle-Ottawa score range, 1-9 stars for observational studies, 
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Table 5. Studies Involving Narrow Therapeutic Index Cardiovascular Drugs 


December 10, 2008 


No. of Patients Jadad or 
(Age Mean or Newcastle- 
Drugs Range, Population Ottawa Source of 
Source Studied® у)/Очгайоп — Study Design (Setting) Score? Results Funding 
Antiarrhythmic Agents 
Amit et al, 9? Rythmex vs 119(65y18 mo Retrospective — Patients with atrial 4 Generic use associated Generic 
2004 propafenone cohort fibrillation with slight reduction in manufacturer 
study stable while total ED discharges 
(pre/post receiving brand and ED visits for chest 
design for z18 mo pain (P < .01); no 
without Switched to Significant differences 
concurrent generic in clinic visits, 
controls) (non-US) admissions, 
cardioversions, and 
rate of uss of other 
cardiovascular 
medications (P > .05) 
Kasmer et al,” Pronestyl vs 10 (626 doses  Bioequivalence Patients with 1 No significant change in Generic 
1987 procain- of each study: ventricular type or frequency of manufacturer, 
amide separated Singie-blind Gysrhythmias VPBs on telemetry National 
by 1 wk of RCT with (us) (P > 05) institutes of 
prior therapy Crossover Health 
Warfarin Anticoagulant 
Handler et al, Coumadin vs 57 (7174 wk of Double-blind Outpatients with 5 No significant differences _ Generic 
1998 warfarin Coumadin RCT with amhythmia (US) in INR (P = .40), dose manufacturer 
and then 8 crossover adjustments, adverse 
wk of events {P > .05) 
warfarin vs 4 
wk of 
warfarin and 
then 8 wk of 
Coumadin 
Pereira et al,®? Coumadin vs 7 (63)/Five 3-wk  Double-blnd Outpatients with 4 No significant differences Мої listed 
2005 warfarin periods of RCT with indications for in INR measurements 
each crossover асып or variation (Р = .98) 
US) 
Paterson et al, — Coumadinvs 1 36724 (66/40 Population- Elderly outpatients 5 No significant differences  Govemment 
2006 of 2 versions mo before, based, with numerous in INR testing (P = .93) 
of warfarin 1 mo of cross- indications for or hospitalization for 
transition, sectional anticoagulation hemorrhage (Р = ,89) 
and 9 mo time-series taking or thromboembolism 
following analysis Coumadin (P = 97} 
switch (non-US) 
Lee et al, Coumadin vs 35 (52374 wk of — Single-blind Patients with 3 Dose changes were rare; — Unknown 
2005 wartarin Coumadin RCT with mechanical no significant 
and then 8 crossover heart valves differences in pooled 
wk of who received INRs or frequency of 
wartarin vs 4 Coumadin for adverse effects 
wk of 22 mo {P > 05) 
warfarin and (non-US) 
then 8 wk of 
Coumadin 
Halkin et al, Coumadin vs 975 (706 mo Retrospective Outpatients with 5 After the switch, INR Not listed 
2003 warfarin before and observa- numerous values wére lower and 
6 mo after tional study indications for warfarin doses 
switch (pre/post anticoaguiation prescribed were 
design} taking higher, especially in 
Coumadin those who were 
{non-US} subtherapeutic when 
receiving Coumadin 
(P < .01) 
Witt et al,® Coumadin vs 2299(89V3 mo Retrospective Outpatients with 4 More INR values below Not listed 
2003 warfarin before and 3 cohort numerous therapeutic range 
mo after Study indications for with generic 
Switch anticoaguiation {Р < 001}; overall 
taking average INR 
Coumadin (US) decreased by 0.13 
after switch; no 
significant differences 
in hospitalizations, ED 
use, outcomes 
(bleeding or 
thromboembolism) 
(continued) 
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Ed 
Table 5. Studies Involving Narrow Therapeutic Index Cardiovascular Drugs (continued) 


No. of Patients Jadad or 
(Age Mean or Newcastle- 
Drugs Range, y)/ Population Ottawa Source of 
Source Studied? Duration Study Design (Setting) Score? Results Funding 
Warfarin Anticoagulant 
Milligan et al," Coumadin vs 182(75y8 mo Retrospective Outpatients with 5 No significant differences — insurance 
2002 warfarin before and cohort numerous in INR (P = .3), dose company 
10 mo after study indications for adjustments (P = .41), 
switch anticoagulation adverse events 
taking 
Coumadin (US) 
Weibert et al, Coumadin vs 113 (70/4 wk Multicenter Outpatients with 4 No significant differences Generic 
2000 wartarin before and double- atrial fibrillation in daily dose («0.5 manufacturer 
10 wk after blind RCT who received mg/d), average INR 
switch with Coumadin for difference (P < .08), 
crossover imo US) adverse events 
{P = 24 for 
hemorrhagic) 
Swenson and Coumadin vs 210 (78/8 wk Prospective Outpatients with 6 No significant differences Мої listed 
Fundak 9 warfarin observa- indications for in INR between groups 
2000 tional anticoagulation (Р = 15); changes in 
cohort receiving INR of 71.0 were rare; 
study Coumadin for no adverse effects or 
23 mo adverse events 
switched to 
warfarin (US) 
Neutel and Coumadin vs 39 (70/3 wk of — Single-blind Outpatients with 2 Changes in INR after Not fisted 
Smith,” warfarin Coumadin RCT with arrhythmia switching were small 
1998 and then 6 crossover Stably treated and not significant 
wk of with Coumadin (P > 05); no 
warfarin vs 3 for 6 wk (US) differences in adverse 
wk of effect profiles between 
warfarin and drugs 
then 6 wk of 
Coumadin 
Richton-Hewett Coumadin vs 55 (67/3 moof Retrospective Outpatients with 5 Higher rate of INR out of Not listed 
etal,” warfarin warfarin and cohort indications for range (P < .001), dose 
1988* then 4 mo of study anticoagulation changes (P < .05), 
Coumadin switched to clinic utilization 
warfarin in a (Р < ,03) with generic 
single hospital group; no significant 
(US) differences in 
morbidity/mortality 


Abbreviations: ED, emergency department; INR, international normalized ratio, RCT, randomized controlled trial; VPBs, ventricular premature beats. 
@Rythmex is manufactured by Knoll Pharmaceuticals, Delkenhaim, Germany; Pronestyl, E. R. Squibb & Sons, New Brunswick, New Jersey; and Coumadin, DuPont Pharmaceuticals, 


Wilmington, Delaware. 


DThe Jadad score range is 1-5 for RCTs; the Newcastie-Ottawa score range, 1-9 stars for observational studies. 
© Although conducted in the United States, this study did not involve a bioeguivalent generic. 


different preparations, and recipients of 
the generic formulation may have been 
different from recipients of the brand. 
An RCT later conducted in hyperten- 
sive patients found no clinical differ- 
ences, including rates of observed ad- 
verse effects, among these 3 versions of 
propranolol.” 

Eleven articles compared outcomes 
among patients using diuretics: 10 with 
the loop diuretic furosemide (Lasix; Sa- 
nofi-Aventis, Paris, France)/*9939** and 
1 with the combination diuretic triam- 
terene-hydrochlorothiazide (Dyazide; 
GlaxoSmithKline). The furosemide 
studies were of lower quality, and 7 
were bioequivalency studies per- 
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formed ina total of 82 generally young, 
healthy subjects who received only 1 
dose of each brand-name or generic for- 
mulation. 639.4 The clinical end 
points for these studies were primar- 
ily urine output and urine electro- 
lytes. However, only 1 study, con- 
ducted in South Africa in 1985, found 
significant differences.” 

Three studies of furosemide involved 
patients with volume overload. In these 
studies, generic and brand-name formu- 
lations of furosemide showed no signifi- 
cant clinical differences? A 1997 
open-label RCT with crossover in 17 out- 
patients with congestive heart failure who 
received Lasix, 3 versions of generic fu- 


rosemide, and intravenous furosemide for 
a week's time noted wide intraindividual 
variability in patients’ urine electrolytes 
that theauthors hypothesized might over- 
whelm any minor differences in bio- 
availability." The study of triamterene- 
hydrochlorothiazide was a prospective 
RCT in 30 patients with hypertension.” 
Itdemonstrated nostatistically significant 
differences on blood pressure and serum 
electrolytes in patients using the medica- 
tion for 3-week blocks. 

Seven articles evaluated generic and 
brand-name versions of calcium chan- 
nel blockers,**>! The largest, a multi- 
center, double-blind, parallel-group RCT 
in 189 patients with hypertension, found 
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improvements in blood pressure and no 
significant differences between brand- 
name and generic versions of amlo- 
dipine (Norvasc; Pfizer, New York, New 
York) over 8 weeks. Two studies re- 
ported slight, but statistically signifi- 
cant, differences in 1 measured clinical 
outcome (the PR interval on electro- 
cardiogram), although there were no as- 
sociated changes in heart rate or other 
clinical outcomes in either of those 
studies, 20°! 

The remaining 7 studies evaluated an- 
tiplatelet agents (clopidogrel; [Plavix; 
Bristol-Myers Squibb, New York, New 
York] and enteric-coated aspirin [ace- 
tylsalicylic acid]),?^* the angiotensin- 
converting enzyme (ACE) inhibitor 
enalapril (Vasotec; Merck, Whitehouse 
Station, New Jersey), the statin simva- 
statin (Zocor; Merck),??' and the a- 
blocker terazosin (Hytrin; Abbott Labo- 
ratories, Abbott Park, Шіпоіѕ) 2% None of 
these studies reported significant clini- 
cal differences between the generic and 
brand-name versions. Two longer-term 
RCTs of simvastatin were conducted in 
Thailand. Both of these studies, of high 
methodological quality, showed no sta- 
tistically significant differences in low- 
ering low-density lipoprotein levels.” 
However, there were a number of im- 
portant limitations in the studies. The 2 
studies of clopidogrel used clinical out- 
comes related to platelet aggregation and 
bleeding time, not incidence of cardio- 
vascular disease such as myocardial in- 
farction.?? The study involving enala- 
pril was well designed but measured 
bioequivalency in 24 healthy subjects 
who received only 1 dose of the generic 
and brand-name forms.” The terazosin 
study, which was conducted in outpa- 
tients with benign prostatic hypertro- 
phy, found no significant differences in 
heart rate and blood pressure and was of 
relatively high quality.” 


NTI Drugs 


Thirteen articles analyzed generic and 
brand-name versions of cardiovascular 
drugs with an NTI. Two addressed clini- 
cal end points in treatment with class 1 
antiarrhythmic drugs (propafenone 
[Rythmex; Knoll Pharmaceuticals, 
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Figure 2. Drug Class and Aggregate Meta-analyses of Trials Comparing Generic and 
Brand-Name Drugs Used in Cardiovascular Disease 


No. 
"sd Effect Size Favors | Favors 

Drug Class Studies Subjects (8596 Ch Brand Name | Generic 

B-Blockers 6 135, 0.00 (-0.24 to 0.25) beat 

Diuretics 10 135 -0.03 (-0.28 to 0.22} pee 4 

Calcium channel blockers 4 242 0.00 (-0.53 to 0.53) Е 

Antiplalelet agents 2 50 0.21 (-0.19 to 0.61) me 

ACE inhibitors 1 23 -0.09 (-0.68 to 0.50) -———_ — —À 

Statins. 2 71 -0.25 (0.62 10 0.12) ft 

a-Biockers 1 43 0.06 (-0.37 to 0.50) e 

Wartarin 4 338 -0,09 (-0.33 to 0.15} bof 
Overall 30 837 -0.03 (-0.15 to 0.08) Fed 

r т OES PU à 
-1.0 -0.5 0 0.5 10 


Effect Size (95% CI) 


ACE indicates angiotensin-converting enzyme; CI, confidence interval. 


Delkenheim, Germany] and procain- 
amide [Pronestyl; E. R. Squibb & Sons, 
New Brunswick, New Jersey]).°° The 
study of propafenone used a pre/post de- 
sign of 114 patients with atrial fibrilla- 
tion receiving stable doses of brand- 
name propafenone for at least 18 months 
who were required by their insurer to 
switch to a generic version of the drug. 
This study, which included no concur- 
rent controls, found no differences in 
rates of health system utilization such as 
clinic visits, coprescription with other 
medications, or rates of cardioversion in 
the 18 months after switching to a ge- 
neric drug and a slight reduction in emer- 
gency department visits with the ge- 
neric version (P < .01).? Procainamide 
was studied in a bioequivalency study of 
patients with ventricular dysrhythmias; 
no differences in telemetry output were 
found between the generic and brand- 
name versions.” 

The remaining 11 articles studied 
warfarin (Coumadin).5"" In 6 RCTs or 
prospective studies, generic and brand- 
name warfarin performed similarly with 
respect to clinical end points such as 
INR, frequency of adverse events, and 
number of required dose adjust- 
ments.5.525568? Five retrospective ob- 
servational studies evaluated patient 
INRs and clinical outcomes in pa- 
tients who were required to switch from 
Coumadin to warfarin because of 
changes in coverage in diverse set- 
tings: nationwide in Israel, a Cana- 
dian province, a staff model health 


maintenance organization (HMO), a 
commercial HMO, and a municipal hos- 
pital in the United States. All of these 
studies used pre/post designs and found 
results similar to the RCTs; no signifi- 
cant differences were seen in clinical 
outcomes, including hemorrhagic ad- 
verse events or thromboembolic dis- 
ease." One of the cohort studies 
found a small but significant decrease 
in INR in patients using the generic 
drug, although it did not translate into 
differences in morbidity or mortal- 
ity. A fourth retrospective cohort study 
found increased health care system uti- 
lization in patients not taking Couma- 
din (although no differences in mor- 
bidity/mortality), but the drug used as 
a comparator in that study was not rated 
as bioequivalent by the FDA.” 


Aggregate Effect Sizes 

Data from 30 studies contributed to the 
effect sizes of the outcomes. As seen in 
FIGURE 2, when data were pooled by 
drug class, in each case, the 9596 CI 
crossed zero, and the effect size was 
“very small" (except for statins and an- 
tiplatelet agents, where the effect size 
was "small"). The aggregate effect size 
(п=837) was -0.03 (95% СІ, -0.15 
to 0.08), which indicates nearly com- 
plete overlap of the generic and brand- 
name distributions. These data sug- 
gest no evidence of superiority of 
brand-name to generic drugs in mea- 
sured clinical outcomes among these 
studies. 
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Editorials Addressing 
Generic Substitution 
Forty-three editorials and commentar- 
ies met our criteria during the study pe- 
riod. The greatest number (19, 4496) 
were published from 1993 to 19999723? 
while 14 (33%) were published from 
2000 to 2008.919 Twenty-five (5896) 
discussed cardiovascular and generic 
drugs broadly* while 18 (42%) focused 
only on cardiovascular NTI drugs.t 

Of these editorials, 23 (53%) ex- 
pressed a negative view of the inter- 
changeability of generic drugs com- 
pared with 12 (28%) that encouraged 
substitution of generic drugs (the re- 
maining 8 did not reach a conclusion 
on interchangeability). Among edito- 
rials addressing NTI drugs specifi- 
cally, 12 (67%) expressed a negative 
view while only 4 (22%) supported ge- 
neric drug substitution. 


COMMENT 


To our knowledge, our analysis is the 
first comprehensive review of the em- 
pirical evidence comparing clinical 
characteristics of generic and brand- 
name drugs used in cardiovascular dis- 
ease. The 47 studies in our sample 
covered 8 different subclasses of car- 
diovascular drugs, including 2 types of 
NTI drugs. Measured clinical out- 
comes included vital signs; clinical labo- 
ratory values such as INR and urine 
electrolytes; adverse effects or other 
morbidity; and health care system uti- 
lization, including clinic and emer- 
gency department visits. 

The studies in our sample con- 
cluded that generic and brand-name 
cardiovascular drugs are similar in 
nearly all clinical outcomes. Among 
WTI drugs, the best evidence for clini- 
cal equivalence emerged from high- 
quality prospective RCTs in patients 
with cardiovascular disease involving 
B-blockers, calcium channel blockers, 
and statins. Fewer trials compared ge- 
neric and brand-name diuretics, anti- 
platelet agents, ACE inhibitors, and a- 


*References 72, 76, 77, 80-84, 86, 87, 90, 93-95, 97, 
101-110. 

tReferences Э, 73-75, 78, 79, 85, 88, 89, 91, 92, 96, 
98-100, 111-113. 
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blockers, limiting our ability to reach 
similar conclusions in these drug 
classes. 

Among NTI drugs, warfarin was the 
subject of the most studies addressing 
therapeutic equivalence. The 6 studies 
with a prospective design (461 patients) 
demonstrated similar clinical outcomes 
with brand-name and generic versions of 
the drug for multiple different outcomes, 
including INR, required dose adjustments, 
andadverseevents. Among the retrospec- 
tive reviews, 2 revealed transient differ- 
ences in INR after changes from brand- 
name to generic warfarin without any 
differences in clinical outcomes. The only 
study showing specific differences in use 
of health care resources compared Cou- 
madin with a version of warfarin that was 
not rated as bioequivalent by the FDA. 
Taken asa whole, these results suggest that 
switching from brand-name to generic 
warfarin products rated as bioequivalent 
by the FDA issafe, although it may be use- 
ful to monitor the INR of higher-risk pa- 
tients more closely during aswitch period. 

Even though there is little evidence of 
important clinical differences between ge- 
neric and brand-name drugs in cardiovas- 
cular disease, many editorials expressed 
a negative view of generic drug inter- 
changeability and urged heightened con- 
cernon the part of physicians and patients. 
This opinion hasnot changed substantially 
over time; among the most recent edito- 
rials (published 2000-2008), 6 of 14 (43%) 
expressed a negative view of substitution. 
One explanation for this discordance be- 
tween the data and editorial opinion is that 
commentaries may be more likely to high- 
light physicians’ concerns based on an- 
ecdotal experience or other nonclinical 
trial settings. Another possible explana- 
tionis that the conclusions may beskewed 
by financial relationships of editorialists 
with brand-name pharmaceutical com- 
panies, which аге not always disclosed.!* 
Approximately half of the trials in our 
sample (23/47 ,49%), and nearly all ofthe 
editorials and commentaries, did not iden- 
tify sources of funding. 

Our study has several limitations that 
reflect the underlying literature. The ma- 
jority of the studies we identified were 
bioequivalence studies, which included 


small populations and were powered to 
assess differences in pharmacokinetic 
parameters rather than clinical out- 
comes. For the smaller studies, only large 
differences in clinical outcomes would 
have been statistically significant, al- 
though our meta-analysis addresses the 
limitation of small sample size by pool- 
ing results across studies. Most clinical 
outcomes were evaluated by testing a su- 
periority hypothesis rather than nonin- 
feriority hypothesis. Statistical insignifi- 
cance in the context of a superiority study 
does not allow one to conclude that 
agents are equivalent, only that there is 
insufficient evidence available to con- 
clude that the agents are different. In ad- 
dition, many of the bioequivalence stud- 
ies included disproportionately young 
and healthy subjects, and there were lim- 
ited data comparing generic and brand- 
name medications in patients with mul- 
tiple morbidities and taking numerous 
medications. Such patients may be at 
greater risk of adverse events if modest 
clinical differences in medication for- 
mulations exist. 

Most of the studies were conducted in 
4 medication classes: B-blockers, cal- 
cium channel blockers, diuretics, and 
warfarin. The small numbers of studies 
in other classes limited our ability to draw 
class-specific conclusions about com- 
parative safety or efficacy. Finally, most 
studies were short-term evaluations and 
did not collect the data necessary to com- 
pare long-term outcomes associated with 
generic drug use such as rates of myo- 
cardial infarction or death. The lack of 
studies evaluating clinical outcomes in 
generic drug use is not altogether sur- 
prising, as neither generic drug makers 
nor brand-name manufacturers are likely 
to make large financial investments over 
many years to pursue a research initia- 
tive that could adversely affect their busi- 
ness model if their hypotheses are not 
confirmed. 

Despite these limitations, we identi- 
fied numerous studies that evaluated dif- 
‘ferences in clinical outcomes with ge- 
neric and brand-name medications. Our 
results suggest that it is reasonable for 
physicians and patients to rely on FDA 
bioequivalence rating as a proxy for clini- 
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cal equivalence among a number of im- 
portant cardiovascular drugs, even in 
higher-risk contexts such as the NTI drug 
warlarin. These findings also support the 
use of formulary designs aimed at stimu- 
lating appropriate generic drug use. To 
imit unfounded distrust of generic medi- 
cations, popular media and scientific 
journals could choose to be more selec- 
tive about publishing perspective pieces 
based on anecdotal evidence of dimin- 
ished clinical efficacy or greater risk of 
adverse effects with generic medica- 
tions. Such publications may enhance 
barriers to appropriate generic drug use 
that increase unnecessary spending with- 
out improving clinical outcomes. 
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TRIBUTE TO ILYSE SCHUMAN 


Mr. ENZI. Madam President, it is one 
of the great traditions of the Senate, 
when we pass legislation that will 
change the direction of the Nation and 
our economy, that we pause for a mo- 
ment after final passage to acknowl- 
edge the efforts of those members of 
our staffs who worked so hard behind 
the scenes to help us bring the matter 
to the floor for а vote. 

We all have great staffs, people who 
are committed to the future of our 
country and to making a difference 
that will last for generations to come. 
Although that is true, I have always 
said that my team ranks with the best. 
In fact, if there were an Olympic event 
for staffs, I have no doubt my team 
would win the gold medal. 

Because of the role they play in our 
work, they have а tendency to get no- 
ticed by the groups and organizations 
that are involved in the issues that 
come before the House and the Senate. 
The working relationship they develop 
with our staffs often leads to increased 
opportunities and sends some of our 
best workers off the Hill and into the 
private sector. 

When that happens, I like to believe 
we are not losing а staffer; we are just 
expanding our field of influence. Still, 
when you lose someone who has played 
such a key role in the day to day work 
of our offices and the Senate, it is à 
great loss to the team as a whole. 

I thought about that when I learned 
of Ilyse Schuman's plans to leave the 
committee and take a leadership posi- 
tion with the Medical Imaging and 
Technology Alliance. Although I was 
Sorry to hear the news, I was pleased to 
know that she would be working for 
such a well respected and effective or- 
ganization. It will be another great op- 
portunity for her and I know she will 
make the most of it. 

I can say that with certainty because 
that is the kind of person Ilyse 
Schuman is—thoughtful, reflective and 
committed to the future of our country 
and our health care system. Her inter- 
est in the problems we face as a nation 
and her ability to work with staffs on 
both sides of the aisle to find solutions 
that work and make sense was one of 
the principal reasons why we hired her 
several years ago. 

I remember standing on the Senate 
floor earlier this year, when we passed 
the Genetic Information Non- 
discrimination Act. This groundbreak- 
ing legislation will unlock a door that 
will allow people to get the kind of ge- 
netic testing they need to give them an 
advance warning about something that 
might happen to their health down the 
road if they don’t take the steps today 
to prevent or at least weaken its ef- 
fects. The legislation we passed that 
day will ensure the results of our tests 
will be used for our benefit, and will 
not be allowed to be used against us in 
our employment or our insurance cov- 
erage. 
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That bill had been a key part of the 
committee’s legislative agenda for 6 
years. That was just about the time 
when we hired Ilyse Schuman. In my 
remarks on the bill’s final passage, I 
said that I had often heard it said that 
it usually takes 6 years to get an im- 
portant idea through the Senate. I said 
I wasn’t sure I believed it, until I real- 
ized that she had been working on the 
bill for 6 years and that fact seemed to 
prove the idea has some merit. 

I should have known that if it were 
possible to get the job done, Ilyse 
would have been a part of it because 
she has a history of excellence and 
making the impossible possible. She 
graduated cum laude from Tufts Uni- 
versity and then earned her J.D. from 
the Georgetown University Law Cen- 
ter—with honors. More recently, she 
was named a John Stennis Congres- 
sional Staff Fellow for the 109th Con- 
gress. 

She had been working as the senior 
counsel at a firm in Chicago when 
someone we interviewed suggested we 
talk to her about a position on the 
committee. She hadn’t given much 
thought to government service, but the 
time must have been right because we 
were very pleased when she decided to 
pack her bags and come to Washington 
to begin this chapter in her life. 

Now, as it comes to a close, Ilyse has 
a lot to look back on with a great deal 
of pride and personal satisfaction. 
Among the legislation she helped to 
shepherd through the legislative proc- 
ess, in addition to the Genetic Informa- 
tion Nondiscrimination Act, was the 
Food and Drug Amendments Act, 
Health Information Technology legis- 
lation, FDA Drug Safety Reform, the 
Pension Protection Act, Head Start, 
Patient Safety, the Workforce Invest- 
ment Act, and many more. In addition, 
she has played a vital leadership role 
on the Committee and served as more 
than its staff director, she has been 
more of a coach who helped the whole 
team to work together and function as 
a more efficient unit. She is going to be 
very difficult to replace. In fact, she is 
one of those people who can't be re- 
placed. We will find someone with spe- 
cial talents and abilities to take over 
the responsibilities of our new staff 
leader, but she will be missed and re- 
membered with great appreciation for 
her outstanding efforts and her win- 
ning personality and attitude. 

Ilyse was once asked about her posi- 
tion on the committee and how much 
it meant to her to have а chance to do 
something that would last, something 
that would make life better for us all. 
She said it meant a lot to her to be à 
part of the work on ‘һе issues that 
are most personal to everyone's lives." 
She saw it as “ап opportunity to have 
a huge impact on the quality of life 
across the country." 

Ilyse knew that to have the impact 
She hoped to achieve, she would need to 
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forge good working relationships with 
Staffs on both sides of the aisle. Fortu- 
nately, it was one of her strong suits. 
Ilyse knows how to disagree without 
being disagreeable. That was important 
because, at the end of the day, when 
She went home after a long day's work, 
She left with the respect of her col- 
leagues in every office she worked 
with, а respect that was mutual and 
will prove to be lasting. 

Now Ilyse is leaving to take on an- 
other exciting adventure in her life. 
Diana and I will miss seeing her every 
day because she has become part of our 
extended family. We wish her the best 
of luck in this and in all of her future 
endeavors. In the months to come, I 
know we can continue to look to her 
for her leadership, direction and guid- 
ance on our efforts to make our Na- 
tion's health care system better, more 
effective, more efficient and more re- 
Sponsive for all Americans. It is а 
heartfelt goal Ilyse is determined to 
achieve and I know she will continue to 
be à part of that effort in the years to 
come. Knowing Ilyse and the operation 
of the Senate, I would say that we will 
be seeing the results of her efforts in 
just about 6 years. 

I won't say goodbye, Ilyse. I know I 
wil be hearing more from you and 
about you in the months and years to 
come. So I will just say keep in touch 
and we'll all look forward to seeing you 
around this special campus on the Hill, 
I hope, for а long, long time. 


ERE 


IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 


Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, in 
mid-June, I asked Idahoans to share 
with me how high energy prices are af- 
fecting their lives, and they responded 
by the hundreds. The stories, num- 
bering well over 1,200, are heart- 
breaking and touching. While energy 
prices have dropped in recent weeks, 
the concerns expressed remain very rel- 
evant. To respect the efforts of those 
who took the opportunity to share 
their thoughts, I am submitting every 
e-mail sent to me through an address 
Set up specifically for this purpose to 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. 'This is not 
an issue that will be easily resolved, 
but it is one that deserves immediate 
and serious attention, and Idahoans de- 
Serve to be heard. Their stories not 
only detail their struggles to meet ev- 
eryday expenses, but also have sugges- 
tions and recommendations as to what 
Congress can do now to tackle this 
problem and find solutions that last be- 
yond today. I ask unanimous consent 
to have today's letters printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

This in response to your request for stories 
from Idaho citizens about the impact of ris- 
ing gas prices on our lives. We are fortunate 
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in that, though the increased prices are а 
drain, they do not put us in financial jeop- 
ardy. However, we are taking steps to de- 
crease our use of gasoline. We both have bi- 
cycles and have started using them to run 
some of our errands, visit friends and, on oc- 
casion, travel to and from work. We consoli- 
date errands to avoid multiple trips. When 
driving I avoid quick stops and starts and 
get off the gas when on à down slope. If I use 
а drive up and will have to wait, I turn off 
the engine. We never let our vehicles idle in 
cold weather to warm up. This is à waste 
that is endemic in Idaho. 

As regards for suggestions for ways the 
government can help, I agree with sup- 
porting alternative energy sources; however, 
I do not see how nuclear energy will offset 
gasoline use. My understanding is that part 
of our problem is lack of sufficient numbers 
or modern refineries. With the oil companies 
enjoying record profits, they should be deal- 
ing with this issue. It does not make sense to 
me for the taxpayer to foot the bill for this. 
More can be done to support development of 
non-food sources of ethanol, e.g. switch grass 
and other non-food plants; and waste prod- 
ucts from wood products industries and crop 
waste such as corn and other grain stalks. 
Support is needed for development of better 
public transportation such as buses and light 
rail. Use of roundabouts instead of signals or 
Stop signs at intersections will also consume 
less fuel and produce less pollution. I am not 
sure how you provide incentives to people for 
conserving energy in their driving practices 
but anything that can educate people about 
how to conserve would probably be useful. 
One positive about the high cost of gasoline 
is that people are finally thinking about how 
they can conserve. Gas has been so cheap 
that we have been very careless in our usage 
and neither the populace nor the government 
has had much incentive to conserve through 
driving practices, design of vehicles or devel- 
opment and use of public transportation. I 
love the convenience of my car but I think 
all of us are going to have to look at some 
lifestyle changes if we want to decrease our 
dependence on foreign oil. 

Thank you for soliciting input from your 
constituents. 

FAYE, Boise. 

Energy costs have taken it is toll in our 
household. Both my husband and I have got- 
ten second jobs part time just to make ends 
meet. If it were just the hike in energy costs 
we would have to say to ourselves grin and 
bear it. But everything across the board has 
increased. 

Soaring food prices: What was an average 
of $70 per week has now increased to $140-$150 
per week. And it is increasing each week. 
Standard monthly bills have increased by at 
least $3 per month. It might not seem much 
of an increase but there again, across-the- 
board monthly increases add up over the 
months. 

We have definitely changed our life styles. 
No dining out. We drive only when we have 
to. And when we do have to go out, we make 
sure we do everything we have to do in one 
trip. We make sure lights are turned off 
when not in use, and we refrain from using 
the air conditioner. Laundry day is now only 
twice a week. We try to BBQ as much as pos- 
sible so we can save by not using our gas 
range. 

We have never seen things as bad as they 
are today. We do not except any hands-outs 
from our government, but there are millions 
of people who are suffering right now and 
were afraid millions more to follow. 
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Where is the government in all of this? 
Why cannot government solve these prob- 
lems? We Americans pay taxes, but it would 
seem our tax money is being mismanaged. It 
is plain to see this government does not have 
its peoples’ best interest at heart. Congress 
does not have their priorities straight. En- 
ergy and the economy should come first! 
Without middle-class Americans, where will 
the government be? Sad as it is, middle-class 
America is fading! 

Government (Congress) needs to stop dis- 
cussing the problems and start taking action 
now. Wind power, nuclear power, with all the 
hi-tech advantage this nation holds, they 
cannot find a way? Stop playing the blame 
games and work together to solve these and 
many other problems. 

THE MARSHALLS, Meridian. 

We are a small family living what we con- 
sider to be a decent life in a rural Idaho com- 
munity. The increasing gas prices have af- 
fected the costs of other things, such as gro- 
ceries, to increase in price as well. In an ef- 
fort to keep the added costs from impacting 
our standard of living too much we have 
taken a few steps, such as: 

Attending church closer to home. 

Limiting shopping trips to a bare min- 
imum. 

Watering lawns less, so that it will grow 
less, requiring less mowing. 

Driving a 40 mpg car, when we’d rather run 
something more comfortable and safer. 

Passing on taking trips to see family; our 
nearest family members are 350 miles away. 

Buying things locally, as opposed to shop- 
ping at places like Costco since the cost of a 
trip to Costco down by Boise is very costly. 

Buying a whole beef, as opposed to super- 
market cuts, saving a couple of dollars per 
pound, depending upon the cut. 

Buying items in bulk, including flour, de- 
tergents, etc. 

Baking our own brownies, cookies, rolls, 
and breads. The cost of grain products has 
gone very high, and bakery products have in- 
creased substantially. 

Making sourdough waffles and pancakes to 
save on the cost of pancake flour. 

Making our own ice cream. 

Making our own fruit rollups. 

Foregoing physicians visits as much as ab- 
solutely possible, passing on new eyeglasses. 

Taking Benadryl as opposed to prescrip- 
tion allergy meds, even though the Benadryl 
makes us drowsy and does not work as well— 
the cost is much lower. 

Making our own pastas. 

Making homemade salads as opposed to 
buying deli salads. 

Doing our own haircuts, hair coloring, and 
perms at home, using home products, instead 
of going to the salon or barber shop. 

Quit dining out, all meals can come from 
home—this includes packing lunches. 

Mowing our lawn ourselves, instead of hir- 
ing a neighborhood boy to do it for us. 

Giving up ‘‘date night", and movies, both 
in theater and rental movies. 

Staying home more. 

Changing our son to a less expensive day 
care. 

If things get worse we will have to look at 
other things, such as: 

Growing a garden, and canning/freezing 
fruits and veggies. 

Putting in several fruit trees. 

Buying a whole pork, instead of retail cuts. 

Fishing to put in freezer for future meals. 

Raising chickens, both for eggs and meat. 

Sewing some of our own clothing items. 

Walking to work—a round trip including 
daycare is about 4.5 mile. 
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These higher costs have us very concerned; 
something must be done to bring things back 
into balance. 

If many other people adopt habits like we 
have, and are considering, there will be a rip- 
ple through effect of job loss. We are spend- 
ing less in the grocery store, less from the 
butcher, less with diners, delis, movie rental 
places, theaters, the bakery, barber shop and 
beauty shop, just to mention a few. We are 
also buying fewer ready to eat or cook with 
products, and are making our foods from 
scratch. 

If we start actually growing and raising 
our own foods the effects will ripple through 
the economy as well—especially if lots of 
other people feel the need to do the same. 

We are not living in ‘‘pioneer’’ times, but 
we may have to live like we are if prices con- 
tinue to spiral out of control. Going into 
debt just to cover daily living expenses is 
simply not an option. 

Please encourage your fellow members of 
Congress to require the development of do- 
mestic oil. 

Furthermore, please press a mandate on 
the production of hydrogen fueled vehicles, 
with the availability of fueling sources man- 
dated as well. We need to be getting our- 
selves weaned off of the fossil fuels—since 
they cannot possibly last forever. 

SHARENE, Weiser. 

Four of us are employed at Grounds Main- 
tenance Equipment, Inc. in Boise, by the 
fairgrounds. We all live in Emmett. Three 
commute together. Last week we all shifted 
to a 10-hour, four-day week, because the 
commuting costs (gasoline) left us no choice. 

There is no quick solution. It seems that 
the Left cannot do more than one thing at a 
time. They cannot promote conservation—a 
worthy enterprise—and consider drilling, in 
the same year. It is my opinion that there is 
a long-term agenda being promoted by the 
Dems to turn America into a socialist dicta- 
torship. I cannot envision any other reason 
they do what they do. 

MEL and ROSIE, Emmett. 

Thanks for the email. You are completely 
correct—high gas prices are making things 
difficult. Although, gas is only one of the 
many things that are getting more and more 
expensive. Food costs are going through the 
roof. The only thing that is not rising fast is, 
unfortunately, our wages. I would like to see 
our leadership make a real effort to raise 
wages to a livable level. A livable wage in 
Idaho is like $10 something per hour, higher 
in counties like Ada and Blaine. 

Unfortunately, I believe your policy solu- 
tions are sadly misguided. Domestic drilling 
will not significantly reduce prices for the 
consumer. Nuclear energy is among the most 
expensive ways to produce energy. It relies 
on taxpayer dollars to make it economically 
viable. And both are terrible for the environ- 
ment. I hope you take the time to reassess 
these policies. 

Doug. 

My husband and I live very frugally. Due 
to his brain injury, we have to wait incred- 
ible lumps of time for Social Security Dis- 
ability appeal. He and I are in agreement 
that the ‘‘energy crisis” is a social agenda of 
the green movement that has been in place 
for decades. 

With that said, we are in favor of nuclear 
energy that is a proven benefit and drilling 
for our domestic oil. Often the legislators 
and others opposed to such drilling say it 
would be too long to build refineries to find 
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relief. I believe that the American people 
would be patient with the time it takes to 
build them and be willing to suffer the gas 
prices knowing we had hope to sustain our 
own oil provisions and not be dependent on 
foreign oil. 

YVONNE and MARK, Meridian. 

Thank you for inviting our comments on 
this problem. My wife and I retired in 2003 
with a financial plan that made a lot of 
sense: we sold our home and bought а motor 
home, which we used for two years to see 
some of these great United States. Then we 
lived in it in Emmett while building our re- 
tirement home here. We cleaned up the 
motor home to sell it, which was an integral 
part of our plan because the payments on it 
were $1200 per month. 

You probably guessed the rest of the story. 
We have а large mortgage on our new house 
and our investments have performed less 
well than we might have hoped. But the big- 
gest problem we have is that in a year and a 
half we have not had a single offer on our 
motor home. Friends tell us we will not be 
able to sell it. We took it to Bretz RV in Mis- 
soula, MT, one of the leading sellers of RVs 
including consignment sales. That was last 
August. We have dropped the price below 
what we owe on it and still cannot get any 
offers. The price of diesel is what is causing 
the market for motor homes to dry up. In 
short, our retirement cash flow is in trouble 
due to fuel prices, not to mention our costs 
have skyrocketed. 

We are thoroughly disillusioned by our 
government's refusal to tell the environ- 
mentalists to go pound sand and let our oil 
companies develop the enormous oil and nat- 
ural gas reserves we have, while competitor 
nations drill for our right off our shores. The 
"pristine parkland" in ANWR is а hoax—we 
have seen pictures of the small area where 
drilling rights were sought. We need nuclear 
power plants to be built as quickly as pos- 
Sible, oil refineries as quickly as possible, 
and the development of those resources. 

Yes, alternative energy sources are a good 
thing, and we need eventually to phase out 
the gasoline auto, but this takes time. The 
government is responsible for our predica- 
ment, in our opinion, and needs to start put- 
ting the needs of America ahead of politics. 

TIM and PEGGY, Emmett. 

Thank you for giving us an opportunity to 
share our story with you. We are most defi- 
nitely feeling the effects of the ever-increas- 
ing costs of fuel. We are a family of six. We 
own three cars and have four drivers. Our 
college-age daughter chose a summer job 
that was close to home just so she can save 
on gas money. We have been discussing how 
we will make ends meet with the rising fuel 
costs. We have decided to pull our youngest 
children (ages 11 and 13) out of piano lessons. 
They were in their 3rd and 5th year respec- 
tively. Our daughter, Katie, may have to 
give up flute lessons. Katie has been volun- 
teering at St. Luke’s Hospital for the past 
two years. She was hoping to volunteer there 
through her senior year of high school, but it 
may soon cost too much to get her there and 
back. Our son is volunteering at the Garden 
City Library. He is enjoying it, but we are 
uncertain how long he will be able to partici- 
pate once again because the amount it costs 
us to get him there. We are a family that be- 
lieves in volunteering and giving of our time 
and resources—but there is only so much we 
can do. We have recently switched to a doc- 
tor in Eagle just so we would not have to 
travel into downtown Boise. We evaluate 
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every time we plan to go somewhere—can we 
really afford the gas? We have even denied 
our kids the opportunity to go to mid-week 
youth group at church because it is in 
Southeast Boise—too far to drive. We feel 
badly for the other families/organizations 
our decisions will affect—two moms who give 
piano/flute lessons from their homes, the vol- 
unteer office at St. Luke’s, the library, etc. 
We do not have the luxury of buying newer 
more fuel-efficient cars; we must do with 
what we have. 

We are extremely frustrated with Congress 
over its inability to do anything construc- 
tive to solve the problem, which for the most 
part they are responsible for causing. We 
support drilling for our own oil both offshore 
and in ANWR. We support building more re- 
fineries. We also fully support the expansion 
of our nuclear energy facilities, mining of 
coal and oil shale in addition to renewable 
forms of energy such as wind and solar. More 
hearings and investigations on ‘‘Big Oil" and 
Speculators is à waste of time along with 
taxing ‘‘windfall profits". Pleases urge your 
peers to do something constructive to solve 
the problem. 

Thanks again for this opportunity. 

KELLY and KRISTI, Eagle. 

I work at the INL but commute 45 minutes 
both ways to work; my husband also works 
in Idaho Falls. However, we work at different 
times—my work begins at 7:00 and off at 4:30. 
He starts at 10 and off at 6—so we both drive. 
At the present time, we are considering sell- 
ing our home of 35 years and moving closer 
to Idaho Falls. We are spending over $110 a 
week with the two cars making the trip to 
Idaho Falls five times a week. I have started 
a car pool with a few employees that will 
help some, but the fact is—it hurts. For the 
first time in many years, we are finding our- 
selves in financial distress. 

We do not want to sell the house, we have 
raised our kids there—we love it. And, we do 
not want to sell it at this time when the 
market is such that we will not get from it 
what it is worth. 

There has to be a better way. I hope you 
can find it. Good luck. 

UNSIGNED. 

We should not lean on foreign oil providers 
to lower their prices when we have enough 
oil under American soil to last for hundreds 
of years. The so-called environmentalists 
have caused this massive problem which has 
the possibility to sink America. 

I like the scene of oil rigs on the horizon, 
it is a beautiful landscape. I do not believe 
the so-called environmentalists care one 
whit about our environment, they are out to 
see America die, and they are well on their 
way to accomplishing their goal. 

A word to the wise. 

CuRT, Wilder. 

As a country, we had plenty of time to 
both prepare for and possibly prevent the sit- 
uation we are in. However, we cannot change 
the past and now we are going to march into 
а new and different world. I wonder whether 
we will be smarter this time. 

Frankly, I see the silver lining in the in- 
creased cost of energy. We are going to have 
to incentivize the discovery and use of new, 
sustainable forms of energy. Maybe we’ll 
think long term instead of searching for the 
short term fixes. 

We will get a chance to pay more attention 
to our local communities rather than driving 
away for fun or shipping produce (and 
water!) from the other side of the planet. We 
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will get a glimpse of how a large part of the 
rest of the world lives. We’ll start appre- 
ciating and caring for what we have rather 
than strive for ever increasing heights of 
consumption. We'll ride bikes, fix sidewalks, 
meet neighbors and save our energy use for 
when using energy is really necessary. 
Maybe we’ll even revisit one of the most 
taboo of subjects—whether we should curb 
population growth. (Just think—Yooth the 
population means 100 times the resources.) 

So, there you have it. The energy ‘‘crisis’’ 
is of our own making. We had our chances, 
but maybe now we'll pay attention. The 
question is whether the transition to a world 
of scarcity will be peaceful or turbulent. In 
times of stress, those with the most re- 
sources are often the least affected, yet they 
often control positions of leadership. By the 
way .. . if you thought an energy shortage 
was a big thing, wait till the water crisis 
hits. It is going to be а lot worse. 

GEORGE, Idaho Falls. 


== анаарар ——— _ 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol- 
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 

TRIBUTE TO ALBERT CORCOS 


e Mr. KENNEDY. Madam President, it 
is à privilege to bring to the attention 


of my colleagues the remarkable 
record of humanitarian work and nu- 
merous accomplishments of Albert 


Corcos, one of the truly great humani- 
tarian leaders of our time 

He is now 98 and lives in Concarneau, 
France, with his loving wife Camille. 
He recently completed his memoir 
spanning his incredible career, during 
which he was awarded the Legion of 
Honor in France and a distinguished 
Royal Award from Thailand. 

I first became acquainted with Mr. 
Corcos’s humanitarian activities when 
I was serving as chairman of the Sen- 
ate Judiciary Subcommittee on Immi- 
gration and Refugees in the 1970s. In 
fact, Mr. Corcos had begun his extraor- 
dinary career a generation earlier, by 
coordinating the international effort in 
1945 to resettle millions of displaced 
persons and refugees uprooted by World 
War II. He was a young man of im- 
mense energy and compassion and had 
been persuaded to use those talents to 
work with the new United Nations Re- 
lief and Rehabilitation Administration 
to help refugees and displaced persons 
in Europe. He had actually had an even 
earlier role, performing the hazardous 
duty of а young courier for the French 
resistance during the war. 

The good work that best exemplifies 
Mr. Corcos's compassionate concern for 
the disadvantaged was his indispensible 
role in coming to the aid of the Indo- 
chinese refugees. After an already very 
full career with the International Orga- 
nization for Migration and its prede- 
cessors working to resettle the dis- 
placed, he blazed а unique trail in de- 
veloping and implementing the initial 
response to one of the great humani- 
tarian crises of the time—the inter- 
national response to the exodus of 1.5 
million Indochinese refugees in the 
1970s. 
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As Indochinese refugees flowed into 
neighboring countries in Southeast 
Asia, in 1975, it was a monumental 
challenge to find opportunities for 
their resettlement in the United States 
and other Western nations and to pro- 
vide the logistical support to make it 
possible. It was vital to move the refu- 
gees out of the region rapidly, in order 
to keep the doors open in the first asy- 
lum countries of the region. The goal 
was to prevent the land borders from 
being closed, which would have forced 
refugees to take to the sea in despera- 
tion and cost thousands of lives. 

Mr. Corcos postponed his retirement 
and put together and oversaw the sys- 
tem for processing and transporting 
refugees to the United States and other 
countries for resettlement. The chal- 
lenges were extraordinary. The refu- 
кеев were strewn across dozens of 
camps from northern Thailand to Indo- 
nesia, Hong Kong, Malaysia, and the 
Philippines. Each refugee had to be 
documented, fingerprinted, photo- 
graphed, given medical examinations 
and issued transit papers. The refugees 
then had to be booked on flights to re- 
settlement countries, even as air com- 
merce shrank in Southeast Asia after 
1975. The creativity, courage, and per- 
severance of Mr. Corcos and his team 
in making this process run smoothly 
was amazing and won him well de- 
Served international praise. 

Mr. Corcos came out of retirement 
again in 1979 to deal with а second 
surge of Indochinese refugees. This 
time, the numbers were even more 
enormous, but he was skillfully able to 
replicate the process of earlier years on 
a much larger regional basis. 

Mr. Corcos is à true humanitarian 
and made a vast difference in the lives 
of countless refugees fleeing from Viet- 
nam, Cambodia, and Laos in the 1970s. 
He is à legend among those who cre- 
ated and benefitted from the Indo- 
chinese Refugee Program, and his leg- 
acy will forever be remembered.e 


a 


ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 


TRIBUTE TO COLONEL LISA LEON- 
ARD AND LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
RANDY JOHNSON 


e Mr. BOND. Madam President, we 
all know it would be impossible to do 
our jobs without the assistance of 
many dedicated professionals staffing 
the legislative liaison offices for all 
branches of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

Today, I pay tribute to COL Lisa 
Leonard and LTC Randy Johnson who 
joined the National Guard Bureau’s Of- 
fice of Legislative Liaison as the Army 
and Air Liaison Officers and together 
collectively served 12 years and are 
now, unfortunately for us, retiring at 
the same time. 

Colonel Leonard and Lieutenant 
Colonel Johnson have served com- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


petently and well at a pivotal time in 
the history of the National Guard. 
Now, more than ever, America relies on 
the National Guard both at home and 
abroad. Since 9/11 more than 200,000 
Guard troops have left their homes, 
their jobs, and their families to partici- 
pate in the global war on terror. The 
National Guard has provided as much 
as half of the combat force and 40 per- 
cent of the total force in Iraq. Guard 
troops are also called upon to respond 
to natural disasters at home like Hur- 
ricanes Gustav and Ike. Understanding 
these dual missions is a job in itself. 

During Lisa and Randy’s tenure, the 
National Guard has also had to weather 
a controversial base realignment and 
closure, BRAC, round and several other 
major legislative battles concerning 
relative troop strength, equipment lev- 
els and the ability of the Guard to par- 
ticipate in major Pentagon decisions. 

Lisa’s and Randy’s contributions to 
the Senate began with their natural 
ability to establish personal relation- 
ships with staff while telling the story 
of the National Guard. They earned the 
respect of Members and staff on both 
sides of the aisle with their expertise, 
strong work ethic, and dedication to 
the job. 

These are truly the unsung heroes of 
the legislative process, faithfully pro- 
viding information, expertise, and 
analysis on behalf of the National 
Guard on myriad national security and 
homeland security issues. 

We wish them both well in their well- 
earned retirement from Active Duty 
and from this assignment. They will be 
missed.e 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO THOMAS W. 
RICHARDSON 


e Mr. COCHRAN. Madam President, 
Mr. Thomas W. Richardson of the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers will soon re- 
tire with over 37 years of exceptional 
service to the U.S. Army Corps of Engi- 
neers. He is member of the Senior Ex- 
ecutive Service and is the Director of 
Corps’ Engineer Research and Develop- 
ment Center Coastal Hydraulic Labora- 
tory. His accomplishments and dedica- 
tion to the Corps of Engineers’ labora- 
tory community and the Army are ex- 
ceptional and will have a significant 
and long lasting positive impact on 
this Nation. 

Following 3 years of service as a lieu- 
tenant in the U.S. Army Corps of Engi- 
neers, Mr. Richardson began his Army 
civilian career in 1974 as a research hy- 
draulic engineer at the U.S. Army En- 
gineer Waterways Experiment Station, 
in Vicksburg, MS. Through the 1970s 
and early 1980s he was a principal in- 
vestigator for research studies on 
dredging systems for beach nourish- 
ment for offshore sources and an assist- 
ant investigator on a research study to 
develop new systems for bypassing 
sand past tidal inlets. During this time 
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he designed and constructed the 
world’s first portable, land-based hy- 
draulic sand bypassing system, which 
was delivered to the Corps of Engineers 
North Central Division as an oper- 
ational plant. A systematic approach 
became available to address а major 
national concern with both economic 
and strategic aspects; that of bypassing 
sand to preserve beaches and to main- 
tain harbor channels. 


In 1983, Mr. Richardson became chief 
of the coastal structures and evalua- 
tion branch, Coastal Engineering Re- 
search Center where he supervised 16 
researchers specializing in functional 
design and performance of coastal 
structures, dredging and sand bypass- 
ing systems, geomorphic evaluation, 
and empirical design methods for 
coastal projects. From branch chief he 
quickly moved up to division chief in 
1985 and served in that capacity for 14 
years, first as chief of the Engineering 
Development Division and then as the 
Chief of the Coastal Sediments and En- 
gineering Division. He directed numer- 
ous comprehensive research and devel- 
opment investigations, and studies of 
coastal processes, sediment transport, 
shoreline change modeling, beach fill 
design methods, prototype systems de- 
sign and development, and functional 
design of coastal projects. Notably, he 
developed general technical approaches 
and R&D programs that produced the 
extraordinarily successful and patented 
CORE-LOC concrete armor unit and 
the Scanning Hydrographic Oper- 
ational Airborne LIDAR Survey— 
SHOALS—system. 


Mr. Richardson assumed the duties of 
acting assistant lab director in Janu- 
ary 2000. In June of that same year, he 
was elevated to acting director, CHL. 
Mr. Richardson joined the Senior Exec- 
utive Service in March 2002 upon be- 
coming director of the CHL. 


Under the leadership of Mr. Richard- 
son, the Coastal and Hydraulics Lab- 
oratory directly supported the Army 
transformation, civil works strategic 
plan, global war on terrorism oper- 
ations, and high priority civil works 
operations. In addition, CHL addressed 
critical levee issues for the Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security by devel- 
oping a unique system to rapidly repair 
breaches in levees caused by natural 
phenomena or terrorist attack. 


Throughout his career, Tom Richard- 
son has demonstrated a profound com- 
mitment to the Army, the Corps of En- 
gineers, and the Nation. He is a con- 
summate professional whose perform- 
ance in over 37 years of service has per- 
sonified those traits of competency and 
integrity that our Nation has come to 
expect of its senior civilian leaders. I 
congratulate Mr. Richardson on his 
distinguished service to the U.S. Army 
and the Nation.e 
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REMEMBERING RYNE DOUGHERTY 


e Mr. LAUTENBERG. Madam Presi- 
dent, I wish to pay tribute to Ryne 
Dougherty, a young man from 
Montclair, NJ, whose young life was 
tragically cut short on October 15. He 
suffered a fatal brain hemorrhage while 
playing football, the sport about which 
he was so passionate. Although he was 
only 16 years old, Ryne made a tremen- 
dous impact on his teammates, friends, 
and community. He was a caring and 
loving young man who displayed a spe- 
cial kindness and a deep commitment 
to his friends and family. An honor stu- 
dent and linebacker on the Montclair 
High School Junior Varsity football 
team, Ryne also found time to fix com- 
puters to benefit underprivileged fami- 
lies. Ryne was admired by all who 
knew him—over 1,000 mourners gath- 
ered together to remember him and 
comfort each other. 

Ryne worked toward his goals with 
steadfast determination, eager to suc- 
ceed. His football coach said that Ryne 
never sought glory or praise; he came 
to the field every day prepared to work 
his hardest out of respect for his team- 
mates and love for the game. Family 
and friends said that Ryne always 
wanted to talk about football. He was 
always ready with the latest NFL sta- 
tistics and greatly enjoyed playing 
football video games with his friends in 
his spare time. To honor Ryne, the New 
York Giants held a moment of silence 
during their game on October 19, a fit- 
ting tribute for a young fan. 

Ryne was a mentor and an inspira- 
tion to his teammates. Many friends 
sought to follow his example: suc- 
ceeding in school and working dili- 
gently on the field all while keeping a 
smile on his face. During Ryne’s fu- 
neral, Rev. Gerald Whitaker asked the 
mourners to imagine that Ryne had 
made a game-saving tackle to end a big 
game against their rival high school. 
The crowd responded with a thun- 
derous ovation, a fitting way to honor 
Ryne. 

Finally, I would like express my sym- 
pathy to Ryne’s family. I hope that 
they will be comforted by their many 
positive memories and by the out- 
pouring of support from the Montclair 
community. His family decided to do- 
nate Ryne’s organs, yet another way 
that Ryne has touched the lives of oth- 
ers. Iam proud to honor him today.e 


— аннынан 


HONORING NEWLAND NURSERY 
AND LANDSCAPING 


e Ms. SNOWE. Madam President, as we 
approach the holiday season, I wish to 
recognize a small business from my 
home State of Maine that has made its 
mark by its commitment to giving 
back to the local community. NewLand 
Nursery and Landscaping of Ellsworth 
has been providing Hancock County 
with quality landscaping services and 
floral arrangements for almost two 
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decades, while simultaneously main- 
taining its status as an involved mem- 
ber of the greater Ellsworth area. 

Beginning its landscape design oper- 
ations in 1985 with a mere $600, a pick- 
up truck, and some tools, NewLand has 
continually expanded its services to be- 
come a well-known name for its gor- 
geous flowers, versatile garden prod- 
ucts, and impressive landscaping busi- 
ness. A reputable source for gardening 
knowledge, customers in Downeast 
Maine have relied on NewLand for cre- 
ative ways to enrich their home gar- 
dens or fashion a welcoming landscape 
at their business. 

NewLand has designed some of 
Maine's most recognizable landscapes, 
from Bangor to Calais. Many locals and 
tourists alike will recognize NewLand's 
exquisite work at the Jordan Pond 
House in Acadia National Park, where 
the firm designed the tea garden, 
plantings, and other aspects. Addition- 
ally, NewLand has developed land- 
Scapes at the Mansfield baseball field 
in Bangor, the University of Maine's 
Hutchison Center in Belfast, and St. 
John's Church in Bangor. 

NewLand has received several awards 
over the course of its history for the 
inventiveness and attractiveness of its 
work. It won the People’s Choice 
Award five times at the Bangor Garden 
Show, from 1991 to 1994 and again in 
1999. And in 2006, NewLand was recog- 
nized by Governor Baldacci, the Maine 
Commission for Community Service, 
and the Maine Volunteer Connection 
with the Small Business Volunteerism 
Award, commending the company for 
its culture of encouraging volunteering 
among its employees and its generosity 
in assisting others throughout Han- 
cock County. NewLand Nursery and 
Landscaping is a member of numerous 
community and statewide organiza- 
tions, including the Ellsworth Area 
Chamber of Commerce and the Maine 
State Florists’ and Growers’ Associa- 
tion. 

Steve Elliot, the owner of NewLand, 
has certainly led by example when it 
comes to community service. Mr. El- 
liot most recently served as president 
of the Rotary Club of Ellsworth and 
was actively involved in organizing en- 
gaging Rotary meetings and service 
events. In fact, this coming Saturday, 
Mr. Elliot will join his fellow Rotarians 
for the third annual Gifting Experi- 
ence. Members of the local club will 
take 23 8- and 9-year-olds shopping in 
downtown Ellsworth to buy gifts for 
their family members. They will then 
£o to Maine Coast Memorial Hospital, 
where the children will wrap presents. 
At the conclusion of the day, Mr. Elliot 
dressed as Santa Claus will give each 
participant a gift. 

No stranger to community involve- 
ment, Mr. Elliot also hosts а free an- 
nual fall children's festival at 
NewLand, where kids can enjoy hay- 
rides and participate in bowling with 
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pumpkins, as well as an Easter Egg 
Hunt each spring. He has additionally 
donated his time as a coach for the 
Blue Hill Athletic Department. Several 
years ago, NewLand also hosted the un- 
veiling of the ‘‘Fishing for Friends" ef- 
fort, a fundraiser for Faith in Action 
Community Connection, а volunteer 
group that assists the disabled and el- 
derly in Hancock County. 

The holiday season is a time to ap- 
preciate what we have and discover 
ways we can give to others. Steve El- 
lot and the employees at NewLand 
have truly taken this spirit to heart. I 
applaud Mr. Elliot and everyone at 
NewLand Nursery and Landscaping for 
their generous and dedicated work, and 
I wish them well in all of their future 
endeavors.e 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO URSULA VILLERE 


e Mr. VITTER. Madam President, 
today I wish to recognize Mrs. Ursula 
Villere on her 90th birthday which oc- 
curred November 30, 2008. 

Mrs. Villere has been a Louisianan 
all her life, born in New Orleans and re- 
siding in Metairie since 1955. She grad- 
uated from Dominican High School and 
then Dominican College, where she was 
a member of the KKI Sorority. Taking 
a further interest in education, she 
proceeded to teach school both in New 
Orleans and Jefferson Parish until re- 
tiring in 1980. She is a loyal parishioner 
of St. Angela Merci Church and a lov- 
ing mother and grandmother. She has 7 
wonderful children who have given her 
14 fantastic grandchildren and 6 great- 
grandchildren. 

I am proud to call Mrs. Villere a fel- 
low Louisianan and would like to ex- 
tend my best wishes to her and her 
family on the occasion of her 90th 
birthday.e 


— € 


MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 


At 10:33 a.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Zapata, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that pursuant to section 
333(a)(2) of the Consolidated Natural 
Resources Act of 2008 (Public Law 110- 
229), and the order of the House of Jan- 
uary 4, 2007, the Speaker appoints the 
following voting members to the Com- 
mission to Study the Potential Cre- 
ation of a National Museum of the 
American Latino: Mrs. Rosa J. Correa 
of Bridgeport, Connecticut; and Dr. 
Aida Levitan of Key Biscayne, Florida. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 125(c)(1) of the 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act 
of 2008 (Public Law 110-843), and the 
order of the House of January 4, 2007, 
the Speaker announces the November 
14, 2008, joint appointment by the 
Speaker and the Majority leader of the 
Senate and appointment by the Speak- 
er on the part of the House of Rep- 
resentatives to the Congressional Over- 
sight Panel: 


December 10, 2008 


Joint appointment: Mr. Damon Sil- 
vers of Maryland; and, Speaker's ap- 
pointment: Mr. Richard H. Neiman of 
New York. 


a 


ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 


The President pro tempore (Mr. 
BYRD) announced that he had signed 
the following enrolled bill, previously 
signed by the Speaker of the House: 

H.R. 6859. An act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1501 South Slappey Boulevard in Albany, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Dr. Walter Carl Gordon, Jr. 
Post Office Building". 


At 6:06 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an- 
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 7311. An act to authorize appropria- 
tions for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 for the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, 
to enhance measures to combat trafficking 
in persons, and for other purposes. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 1238(0)(3) of the 
Floyd D. Spence National Defense Au- 
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2001 (22 
U.S.C. 7002), amended by Division P of 
the Consolidated Appropriations Reso- 
lution, 2003 (22 U.S.C. 6901), the Minor- 
ity Leader reappoints the following 
member to the United States-China 
Economic and Security Review Com- 
mission, effective January 1, 2009: Mr. 
Larry Wortzel of Williamsburg, Vir- 
ginia. 

Í Á 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. KOHL, from the Special Committee 
on Aging: 

Special Report entitled ‘‘Recognition of 
Excellence in Aging Research Committee Re- 
port” (Rept. No. 110-527), pursuant to S. Res. 
89, Sec. 17(d), February 28, 2007, Resolution 
Authorizing а Study on the Problems of the 
Aged and Aging. 


-u 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


The following bills and joint resolu- 
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred as indicated: 


By Ms. STABENOW (for herself and 
Mr. BROWN): 

S. 3725. A bill to promote economic recov- 
ery through green jobs and infrastructure, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Energy and Natural Resources. 

By Mr. LEAHY: 

S. 3726. A bill to reauthorize the Crime- 
Free Rural States Grants program; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. BROWN (for himself and Mr. 
VOINOVICH): 

S. 3727. A bill to require the designation of 
the Federal building located at McKinley 
Avenue and Third Street, S.W., Canton, 
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Ohio, as the "Ralph Regula Federal Build- 
ing"; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Mr. SANDERS: 

S. 3728. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to waive non-Federal share 
requirements for certain transportation pro- 
grams and activities through September 30, 
2009; to the Committee on Environment and 
Public Works. 

By Mr. DORGAN: 

S. 3729. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act 
to prohibit the imposition of a fee or tax for 
direct gaseous emissions by livestock; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

By Mr. KOHL: 

S. 8780. A bill to expand, train, and support 
all sectors of the health care workforce to 
care for the growing population of older indi- 
viduals in the United States; to the Com- 
mittee on Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions. 

By Mrs. McCASKILL (for herself, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LIEBER- 
MAN, Ms. SNOWE, Mr. DODD, Mr. BUN- 


NING, Mr. COLEMAN, Mr. SCHUMER, 
Mr. LEVIN, Mr. CARPER, and Ms. 
CANTWELL): 


S. 8781. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division 
A of Public Law 110-343) to provide the Spe- 
cial Inspector General with additional au- 
thorities and responsibilities, and for other 
purposes; considered and passed. 

By Mr. REID: 

S.J. Res. 46. A joint resolution ensuring 
that the compensation and other emolu- 
ments attached to the office of Secretary of 
State are those which were in effect on Janu- 
ary 1, 2007; considered and passed. 


—— BR 


SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 


The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 


By Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. SPECTER, 
Mrs. LINCOLN, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LIE- 
BERMAN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. 
LAUTENBERG, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. 
BAYH, Mrs. CLINTON, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. 
LEVIN, Mr. SANDERS, Mr. ENSIGN, and 
Mr. PRYOR): 

S. Res. 728. A resolution designating Janu- 
ary 2009 as ‘‘National Mentoring Month’’; to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
WARNER, Mr. BINGAMAN, Ms. SNOWE, 
Mr. SALAZAR, Mrs. DOLE, and Mr. 
TESTER): 

S. Res. 729. A resolution expressing the op- 
position of the Senate to a proposed regula- 
tion by the Environmental Protection Agen- 
cy, now under review in the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget, that would undercut 
air quality protections established by Con- 
gress in the Clean Air Act Amendments of 
1977 for national parks, national wilderness 
areas, national monuments, and national 
seashores; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 


ee 


ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 


S. 20 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 
name of the Senator from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. KERRY) was added as a co- 
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sponsor of S. 20, a bill to prohibit the 
implementation or enforcement of cer- 
tain regulations. 
S. 2063 
At the request of Mr. CONRAD, the 
name of the Senator from Indiana (Mr. 
BAYH) was added as а cosponsor of S. 
2063, а bill to establish а Bipartisan 
Task Force for Responsible Fiscal Ac- 
tion, to assure the economic security 
of the United States, and to expand fu- 
ture prosperity and growth for all 
Americans. 
S. 2510 
At the request of Mr. THUNE, his 
name was added as а cosponsor of S. 
2510, à bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide revised stand- 
ards for quality assurance in screening 
and evaluation of gynecologic cytology 
preparations, and for other purposes. 
S. 3484 
At the request of Mr. SPECTER, the 
name of the Senator from Connecticut 
(Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as a co- 
sponsor of S. 3484, a bill to provide for 
а delay in the phase out of the hospice 
budget neutrality adjustment factor 
under title XVIII of the Social Security 
Act. 
S. 3656 
At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the 
name of the Senator from Pennsyl- 
vania (Mr. CASEY) was added as a co- 
Sponsor of S. 3656, а bill to preserve ac- 
cess to healthcare under the Medicare 
and Medicaid programs. 
S. RES. 725 
At the request of Mr. VITTER, the 
name of the Senator from California 
(Mrs. FEINSTEIN) was added as a co- 
Sponsor of S. Res. 725, à resolution ac- 
knowledging the accomplishments and 
goals of the Youth Impact Program. 


Ee 


STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


By Mr. LEAHY: 

S. 3726. A bill to reauthorize the 
Crime-Free Rural States Grants pro- 
gram; to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am 
pleased today to introduce the Crime- 
Free Rural States Reauthorization 
Act, a bill designed to help rural com- 
munities deal with a growing drug and 
crime problems made worse by the dev- 
astating recession we now face. 

This week the Senate is focused on 
passing a bill to authorize billions of 
dollars to bail out the automobile in- 
dustry. Congress has already passed 
legislation providing for hundreds of 
billions of dollars to rescue the finan- 
cial industry. These are difficult pieces 
of legislation, but we are trying to pro- 
tect countless jobs and the economy as 
a whole. These efforts have done little, 
though, to help the millions of people 
in rural America, who have been hit as 
hard as anyone by the devastating ef- 
fects of this recession, but will see few 
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benefits from financial and corporate 
bailouts. 

We must help rural communities, and 
they especially need our help as they 
try to pull together to combat the 
worsening drug and crime problems 
that threaten the safety and well-being 
of too many in our small cities and 
towns and, most particularly, our 
young people. The Crime-Free Rural 
States Reauthorization Act will pro- 
vide just this kind of help. 

I pushed for the original Crime-Free 
Rural States grant program. It was 
first authorized in 2002 and funded in 
2008. Like too many valuable programs 
to help local law enforcement and 
crime prevention, it was allowed to 
lapse under the Bush administration. 
The program provides grants for rural 
States to come up with а plan to help 
communities confront drug and crime 
problems and to offer training and as- 
sistance for local prevention programs 
and law enforcement. This program can 
help cash-strapped communities with 
assistance they desperately need. 

Last week, the Senate Judiciary 
Committee traveled to St. Albans, V'T, 
to hear from the people of that resil- 
ient community about the persistent 
problem of drug-related crime in rural 
America, and about the innovative 
Steps they are taking to combat that 
problem. The introduction of this bill 
is à small first step to apply the les- 
sons learned in that hearing and in pre- 
vious hearings in Vermont and else- 
where. 

Drug-related crime is not just a big- 
city issue. As we heard in St. Albans 
last week and at a hearing in Rutland 
earlier this year, drugs and related 
crime are à growing problem in rural 
communities in Vermont and across 
the country. Fortunately, resourceful 
communities like St. Albans and Rut- 
land are coming together to find inno- 
vative, community-based solutions to 
these complex problems. 

Of course, law enforcement continues 
to be an important component in our 
efforts to combat the scourge of drugs. 
There continues to be an urgent need 
for the Federal Government to support 
State and local law enforcement. What 
more and more cities and towns are 
finding is that the best solutions in- 
volve all segments of the community 
coming together with law enforcement 
to find meaningful, community-based 
approaches. Solving these problems as 
they arise is essential, but preventing 
them is even better, and less expensive. 

Unfortunately, for the last eight 
years, throughout the country, state 
and local law enforcement agencies 
have been stretched thin as they shoul- 
der both traditional crime-fighting du- 
ties and new homeland security de- 
mands. They have faced continuous 
cuts in federal funding during the Bush 
years, and time and time again, our 
State and local law enforcement offi- 
cers have been unable to fill vacancies 
and get the equipment they need. 
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This trend is unacceptable. I intend 
to work with the new administration 
to reverse it. Eric Holder, whom Presi- 
dent-Elect Obama has designated to be 
our next Attorney General, focused on 
the importance of state and local law 
enforcement when he was introduced to 
the nation last Monday. He was a local 
U.S. Attorney and understands the 
critical role of state and local law en- 
forcement, our first responders. We 
need to restore the COPS and Byrne 
grant programs to help support local 
law enforcement, and I hope we will do 
a better job when it comes to rural 
communities and rural states. That is 
why I am introducing this bill today to 
bring back the Crime-Free Rural 
States grant program. 

As a former prosecutor, I have al- 
ways advocated vigorous enforcement 
and punishment of those who commit 
serious crimes. But I also know that 
punishment alone will not solve the 
problems of drugs and violence in our 
communities. Police chiefs from 
Vermont and across the country have 
told me that we cannot arrest our way 
out of this problem. 

Combating drug use and crime re- 
quires attention to enforcement, pre- 
vention and treatment. The best way 
to prevent crime is often to provide 
young people with opportunities and 
constructive things to do, so they stay 
away from drugs and crime altogether. 
And if young people do get involved 
with drugs, treatment in many cases 
can work to help them to turn their 
lives around. Good prevention and 
treatment programs have been shown 
again and again to reduce crime, but 
regrettably, the Bush administration 
has consistently sought to reduce fund- 
ing for these important programs. It is 
time to move in a new direction. 

I will work in the next Congress to 
advance legislation that will give state 
and local law enforcement the support 
it needs, that will help our cities and 
towns to implement the kinds of inno- 
vative and proven community-based so- 
lutions needed to reduce crime. The 
legislation I introduce today is a mod- 
est beginning, addressing the urgent 
and unmet need to support our rural 
communities as they struggle to com- 
bat drugs and crime. 

By funding planning, training, and 
technical assistance, Crime-Free Rural 
States grants provide an anchor for our 
rural communities as they work to ad- 
dress the devastating problems of 
crime and drugs. It is a first step for us 
to help our small cities and towns 
weather the worsening conditions of 
these difficult times and begin to move 
in a better direction. 

I hope Senators on both sides of the 
aisle will join me in supporting this 
important legislation. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 


December 10, 2008 


There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3726 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Crime-Free 
Rural States Reauthorization Act’’. 

SEC. 2. REAUTHORIZATION OF CRIME-FREE 
RURAL STATES GRANTS. 

Section 2989 of Part GG of Title I of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act 
of 1968 (42 U.S.C. 3797y-4) is amended by 
striking ‘‘2003, 2004 and 2005" and inserting 
‘$2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012". 


By Mr. SANDERS: 

S. 3728. A bill to direct the Secretary 
of Transportation to waive non-Federal 
share requirements for certain trans- 
portation programs and activities 
through September 30, 2009; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I rise 
today with my colleague from 
Vermont, Senator SANDERS, to intro- 
duce a bill that will help States strug- 
gling with meeting non-Federal match 
requirements for federal transportation 
funding under the Safe, Accountable, 
Flexible and Efficient Transportation 
Equity Act, SAFETEA. Representative 
PETER WELCH from Vermont intro- 
duced identical legislation in the 
House today as well. 

Our States are struggling with enor- 
mous budget deficits due to the current 
economic crisis. As a result, nearly 
every one of our States has been forced 
to make drastic cuts to their transpor- 
tation budgets. On top of that, state 
and local governments around the 
country report they do not have the 
necessary funding in their budgets to 
match any new Federal transportation 
money possibly forthcoming in an eco- 
nomic stimulus package. The inability 
of our states to improve roads and 
bridges, support public transit agencies 
facing record demand, and upgrade rail 
lines puts a strain on our already sag- 
ging economy. 

Waiving the non-Federal match re- 
quirements for all highway, transit, 
and rail projects contained in 
SAFETEA would allow cash-strapped 
states to implement high priority 
transportation projects immediately— 
at no additional cost to the Federal 
Government. Since State and local 
transportation officials have ready-to- 
£o projects that simply cannot move 
forward without untying the strings of 
the required match, our legislation 
would waive the non-Federal matching 
requirements of SAFETEA through 
September 30, 2009. 

I hope my colleagues will take a good 
look at our bill and support this impor- 
tant legislation that will stimulate 
needed transportation infrastructure 
investments all across the country. 


By Mr. KOHL: 


December 10, 2008 


S. 3730. A bill to expand, train, and 
support all sectors of the health care 
workforce to care for the growing pop- 
ulation of older individuals in the 
United States; to the Committee on 


Health, Education, Labor, and Pen- 
sions. 
Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, I rise 


today to introduce the Retooling the 
Health Care Workforce for an Aging 
America Act, à bill that will address 
the impending and severe shortage of 
health care workers who are ade- 
quately trained and prepared to care 
for older Americans. The unfortunate 
fact of the matter is that while our 
country is aging rapidly, the number of 
health care workers devoted to caring 
for older Americans is experiencing a 
shortage—one that will only grow more 
desperate as the need for these care- 
givers skyrockets. 

We face many challenges. We know 
that few nursing programs require 
coursework in geriatrics and that in 
medical schools, comprehensive geri- 
atric training is a rarity. Currently, 
only 1 percent of all physicians are cer- 
tified geriatricians, even as the popu- 
lation of older people is on track to 
double by 2030, and less than 1 percent 
of all nurses are certified geronto- 
logical nurses. Absent any change, by 
2020, the supply of nurses in the United 
States will fall 29 percent below pro- 
jected requirements, resulting in a se- 
vere shortage of nursing expertise rel- 
ative to the demand for care of frail 
older adults. 

Ensuring that health care workers 
are properly trained in the provision of 
care to our seniors is vital. For the di- 
rect care workforce, which includes 
home health aides and personal care 
attendants, we know that Federal and 
State training requirements vary enor- 
mously, despite the fact that studies 
show that more training is correlated 
with better staff recruitment and re- 
tention. We also know that family 
caregivers want enhanced education 
and training to develop the necessary 
skills to provide the best possible care 
for an ailing family member. There are 
more than 44 million people providing 
care for a family member or friend na- 
tionwide. These caregivers frequently 
do the same work as a professional 
caregiver, but they do so voluntarily 
and with little or no training. To their 
loved one, they are the doctor, the 
nurse, the assistant, the therapist, and 
oftentimes the sole source of emotional 
and financial support. 

Fortunately, knowing what we need 
to change is half the battle. The bill I 
introduce today will expand, train, and 
support the workforce that is dedicated 
to providing care for the older mem- 
bers of our population, incorporating 
the major recommendations for im- 
proving the skills and preparedness of 
the health care workforce put forth in 
the Institute of Medicine report, ‘‘Re- 
tooling for an Aging America: Building 
the Healthcare Workforce." 
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By the year 2020, it is estimated that 
the number of older adults in need of 
care will increase by one-third. The 
United States will not be able to meet 
the approaching demand for health 
care and long-term care without a 
workforce that is prepared for the job. 
Bolstering the health care workforce 
will be an integral part of national 
health care reform, and I look forward 
to working with Finance and HELP 
Committee leaders on incorporating 
this legislation into their policy pro- 
posals. 


By Mr. REID: 

S.J. Res. 46. A joint resolution ensur- 
ing that the compensation and other 
emoluments attached to the office of 
Secretary of State are those which 
were in effect on January 1, 2007; con- 
sidered and passed. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the text of the 
joint resolution be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the joint resolution was ordered to be 
placed in the RECORD, as follows: 

S.J. RES. 46 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. COMPENSATION AND OTHER EMOLU- 
MENTS ATTACHED TO THE OFFICE 
OF SECRETARY OF STATE. 

(а) IN GENERAL.—The compensation and 
other emoluments attached to the office of 
Secretary of State shall be those in effect 
January 1, 2007, notwithstanding any in- 
crease in such compensation or emoluments 
after that date under any provision of law, or 
provision which has the force and effect of 
law, that is enacted or becomes effective 
during the period beginning at noon of Janu- 
ary 8, 2007, and ending at noon of January 3, 
2013. 

(b) CIVIL ACTION AND APPEAL.— 

(1) JURISDICTION.—Any person aggrieved by 
an action of the Secretary of State may 
bring a civil action in the United States Dis- 
trict Court for the District of Columbia to 
contest the constitutionality of the appoint- 
ment and continuance in office of the Sec- 
retary of State on the ground that such ap- 
pointment and continuance in office is in 
violation of article I, section 6, clause 2, of 
the Constitution. The United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction over such a civil ac- 
tion, without regard to the sum or value of 
the matter in controversy. 

(2) THREE JUDGE PANEL.—Any claim chal- 
lenging the constitutionality of the appoint- 
ment and continuance in office of the Sec- 
retary of State on the ground that such ap- 
pointment and continuance in office is in 
violation of article I, section 6, clause 2, of 
the Constitution, in an action brought under 
paragraph (1) shall be heard and determined 
by а panel of three judges in accordance with 
section 2284 of title 28, United States Code. It 
Shall be the duty of the district court to ad- 
vance on the docket and to expedite the dis- 
position of any matter brought under this 
subsection. 

(3) APPEAL.— 

(A) DIRECT APPEAL TO SUPREME COURT.—An 
appeal may be taken directly to the Supreme 
Court of the United States from any inter- 
locutory or final judgment, decree, or order 
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upon the validity of the appointment and 
continuance in office of the Secretary of 
State under article I, section 6, clause 2, of 
the Constitution, entered in any action 
brought under this subsection. Any such ap- 
peal shall be taken by a notice of appeal filed 
within 20 days after such judgment, decree, 
or order is entered. 

(B) JURISDICTION.—The Supreme Court 
shall, if it has not previously ruled on the 
question presented by an appeal taken under 
subparagraph (A), accept jurisdiction over 
the appeal, advance the appeal on the dock- 
et, and expedite the appeal. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This joint resolution 
Shall take effect at 12:00 p.m. on January 20, 
2009. 


EE 


SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 


SENATE RESOLUTION 728—DESIG- 
NATING JANUARY 2009 AS “NA- 
TIONAL MENTORING MONTH” 


Mr. KENNEDY (for himself, Mr. 
MCCAIN, Mr. AKAKA, Mr. SPECTER, Mrs. 
LINCOLN, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. LIEBER- 
MAN, Mr. KERRY, Mr. LEAHY, Mr. LAU- 
TENBERG, Mr. FEINGOLD, Mr. BAYH, Mrs. 
CLINTON, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. LEVIN, Mr. 
SANDERS, Mr. ENSIGN, and Mr. PRYOR) 
submitted the following resolution; 
which was referred to the Committee 
on the Judiciary: 

S. RES. 728 


Whereas mentoring is а longstanding tradi- 
tion in which а dependable, caring adult pro- 
vides guidance, support, and encouragement 
to facilitate а young person's social, emo- 
tional, and cognitive development; 

Whereas continued research on mentoring 
Shows that formal, high-quality mentoring 
focused on developing the competence and 
character of the mentee promotes positive 
outcomes, such as improved academic 
achievement, self-esteem, social skills, and 
career development; 

Whereas further research on mentoring 
provides strong evidence that mentoring suc- 
cessfully reduces substance use and abuse, 
academic failure, and delinquency; 

Whereas mentoring, in addition to pre- 
paring young people for school, work, and 
life, is extremely rewarding for those serving 
as mentors; 

Whereas more than 4,200 mentoring pro- 
grams in communities of all sizes across the 
United States focus on building strong, effec- 
tive relationships between mentors and 
mentees; 

Whereas approximately 3,000,000 young 
people in the United States are in solid men- 
toring relationships due to the remarkable 
vigor, creativity, and resourcefulness of the 
thousands of mentoring programs in commu- 
nities throughout the Nation; 

Whereas, in spite of the progress made to 
increase mentoring, the Nation has a serious 
“mentoring gap", with nearly 15,000,000 
young people in need of mentors; 

Whereas mentoring partnerships between 
the public and private sectors bring State 
and local leaders together to support men- 
toring programs by preventing duplication of 
efforts, offering training in industry best 
practices, and making the most of limited 
resources to benefit young people in the 
United States; 

Whereas the designation of January 2009 as 
National Mentoring Month will help call at- 
tention to the critical role mentors play in 
helping young people realize their potential; 
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Whereas a month-long celebration of men- 
toring will encourage more individuals and 
organizations, including schools, businesses, 
nonprofit organizations, faith institutions, 
and foundations, to become engaged in men- 
toring across the United States; and 

Whereas National Mentoring Month will, 
most significantly, build awareness of men- 
toring and encourage more people to become 
mentors and help close the mentoring gap in 
the United States: Now, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates the month of January 2009 as 
“National Mentoring Month’’; 

(2) recognizes with gratitude the contribu- 
tions of the millions of caring adults and 
students who are already volunteering as 
mentors and encourages more adults and 
students to volunteer as mentors; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe National Mentoring Month 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities 
that promote awareness of, and volunteer in- 
volvement with, youth mentoring. 


Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am hon- 
ored to join Senator KENNEDY and oth- 
ers to submit S. Res. 728, which des- 
ignates January 2009 as National Men- 
toring Month. Mentoring a child is a 
uniquely rewarding experience for both 
the mentor and the child. Research 
continues to support that building 
these positive relationships helps keep 
children off of drugs, in school and off 
the streets, and out of trouble. 


This month, I brought the Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee to St. Albans, VT, 
for a field hearing about ‘‘Community- 
Based Solutions to Drug-Related Crime 
in Rural America." Community leaders 
and law enforcement officials testified 
about their efforts to address crime. 
They are on the front lines fighting 
crime each and every day. I have al- 
ways said that solving these problems 
as they arise is essential, but pre- 
venting them is even better. One solu- 
tion that Vermont's businesses, 
Schools, college students, and retired 
people have continued to recognize is 
that mentoring connects our commu- 
nity to our children. 


Vermont's mentoring programs 
stretch the length of our great State, 
from the Northeast Kingdom to 
Bennington. Whether it is the Boys and 
Girls Clubs offering healthy alter- 
natives for young people, or organiza- 
tions such as DREAM, which connects 
college students and children living in 
subsidized housing developments, or 
any of the several mentoring programs 
in the State, these organizations and 
the dedicated people who operate and 
participate in them deserve our special 
thanks. I applaud all the work men- 
toring programs are doing to help our 
Nation’s children become productive, 
law-abiding teenagers and contributing 
adults. Recognizing those efforts dur- 
ing National Mentoring Month is just 
one way we give our thanks. 
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SENATE RESOLUTION 729—ЕХ- 
PRESSING THE OPPOSITION OF 
THE SENATE TO A PROPOSED 
REGULATION BY THE ENVIRON- 
MENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, 
NOW UNDER REVIEW IN THE OF- 
FICE OF MANAGEMENT AND 
BUDGET, THAT WOULD UNDER- 
CUT AIR QUALITY PROTECTIONS 
ESTABLISHED BY CONGRESS IN 
THE CLEAN AIR ACT AMEND- 
MENTS OF 1977 FOR NATIONAL 
PARKS, NATIONAL WILDERNESS 
AREAS, NATIONAL MONUMENTS, 
AND NATIONAL SEASHORES 


Mr. ALEXANDER (for himself, Mrs. 
BOXER, Ms. COLLINS, Mr. CARPER, Mr. 
WARNER, Mr. BINGAMAN, Ms. SNOWRE, 
Mr. SALAZAR, Mrs. DOLE, and Mr. 
TESTER) submitted the following reso- 
lution; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public 
Works: 

S. RES. 729 


Whereas, in 1977, under part C of title I of 
the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7470 et seq.), the 
prevention of significant deterioration (PSD) 
program was established ‘‘to preserve, pro- 
tect, and enhance the air quality in national 
parks, national wilderness areas, national 
monuments, national seashores, and other 
areas of special national or regional natural, 
recreational, scenic, or historic value", 
which areas are known as class I areas; 

Whereas Congress sought to protect air 
quality in class I areas through, among other 
things, the establishment of strict limits on 
additional amounts of air pollution, known 
as increments, allowed in class I areas over 
baseline conditions; 

Whereas Congress required protection of 
air quality not just from long-term pollution 
increases, but also from short-term fluctua- 
tions and spikes, and Congress therefore cre- 
ated and required both annual and short- 
term increments; 

Whereas, on June 6, 2007, the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA) proposed а 
rule under the PSD program that would re- 
place the congressionally-established short- 
term pollution increments with less protec- 
tive annual average emission rates; 

Whereas, according to the National Park 
Service Comments on EPA's Proposed Rule 
Regarding PSD Increment Modeling Proce- 
dures Clarification/Modification (ER  No.: 
DEC-06/0006), ‘‘the protection of short term 
PSD increments cannot be assured using an- 
nual average emission rates", and the pro- 
posed rule *ignores. . . reality”; 

Whereas EPA's proposed rule would make 
multiple additional changes to the PSD pro- 
gram that conflict with Congress's statutory 
Scheme, set forth in section 160 of the Clean 
Air Act (42 U.S.C. 7470), “to preserve, pro- 
tect, and enhance the air quality in national 
parks, national wilderness areas, national 
monuments, national seashores, and other 
areas of special national or regional natural, 
recreational, scenic, or historic value’’; 

Whereas during EPA’s initial review of the 
PSD proposal in 2007, each of EPA's 10 re- 
gional offices expressed grave concerns that 
the changes to the PSD program proposed by 
EPA would undermine protection of air qual- 
ity in class I areas; 

Whereas EPA submitted а proposed PSD 
rule to the Office of Management and Budget 
in October 2008 that did not incorporate the 
concerns expressed by the National Park 
Service and EPA regional offices; 
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Whereas half of EPA's 10 regional adminis- 
trators formally dissented from the draft 
final rule now under review in the Office of 
Management and Budget, and 4 other EPA 
regional administrators criticized the draft 
final rule in writing; and 

Whereas the National Park Service and all 
10 EPA regional offices have uniformly con- 
cluded that EPA's proposed changes to the 
PSD program would make it easier for large 
pollution sources to locate closer to national 
parks, national wilderness areas, national 
monuments, and national seashores, leading 
to more harmful air pollution in these areas: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) recognizes that air pollution levels in 
class I areas can vary significantly over the 
course of a year, a month, or even a day, and 
that short-term pollution spikes are capable 
of endangering visitors, wildlife, and scenic 
values in national parks, national wilderness 
areas, national monuments, national sea- 
shores, and other class I areas; 

(2) affirms that the PSD program is in- 
tended to preserve, protect, and enhance air 
quality in class I areas not just over the long 
term, but also over the shorter time periods 
delineated in the Clean Air Act (42 U.S.C. 
7401 et seq.); 

(3) finds that EPA has proposed multiple 
changes to the PSD program that would con- 
flict with Congress's statutory scheme to 
preserve, protect, and enhance the air qual- 
ity in national parks, national wilderness 
areas, national monuments, national sea- 
Shores, and other areas of special natural, 
recreational, scenic, or historic value; and 

(4) expresses its opposition to EPA's pro- 
posed rule entitled ‘‘Prevention of Signifi- 
cant Deterioration New Source Review: Re- 
finement of Increment Modeling Procedures” 
(72 Fed. Reg. 31372 (June 6, 2007)), and urges 
the rule be withdrawn. 


AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 


COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Re- 
Sources be authorized to meet during 
the session of the Senate to conduct à 
hearing on December 10, 2008, at 9:30 
a.m., in room SD366 of the Dirksen 
Senate Office Building. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, PENSION, 
AND LABOR 


Mr. DORGAN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Health, Education Labor, 
and Pensions be authorized to meet, 
during the session of the Senate, to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘Prevention 
and Public Health: The Key to Trans- 
forming our Sickcare System" on 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008. The 
hearing will commence at 10 a.m. in 
room 192 of the Dirksen Senate Office 
Building. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL 
FOR THE TROUBLED ASSET RE- 
LIEF PROGRAM ACT OF 2008 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of S. 3781, introduced earlier 
today by Senator MCCASKILL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (S. 3731) to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division 
A of Public Law 110-343) to provide the Spe- 
cial Inspector General with additional au- 
thorities and responsibilities, and for other 
purposes. 


There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read three times and passed, the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de- 
bate, and any statements related to the 
bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (S. 3731) was ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading, was read 
the third time, and passed, as follows: 

S. 3731 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Special In- 
Spector General for the Troubled Asset Relief 
Program Act of 2008”. 

SEC. 2. AUDIT AND INVESTIGATION AUTHORI- 
TIES. 

Section 121 of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of Public 
Law 110-843) is amended— 

(1) in subsection (c), by adding at the end 
the following: 

**(4)(A) Except as provided under subpara- 
graph (B) and in addition to the duties speci- 
fied in paragraphs (1), (2), and (3), the Special 
Inspector General shall have the authority 
to conduct, supervise, and coordinate an 
audit or investigation of any action taken 
under this title as the Special Inspector Gen- 
eral determines appropriate. 

(В) Subparagraph (A) shall not apply to 
any action taken under section 115, 116, 117, 
or 125."; and 

(2) in subsection (d)(2), by striking ‘‘sub- 
Section (c)1)" and inserting "subsection 
(с)(1) and (4). 

SEC. 3. PERSONNEL AUTHORITIES. 

Section 121(е)(1) of the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-343) is amended— 

(1) by inserting “(A)” after ‘‘(1)’’; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 

*"(B)ü) Subject to clause (ii), the Special 
Inspector General may exercise the authori- 
ties of subsections (b) through (i) of section 
3161 of title 5, United States Code (without 
regard to subsection (a) of that section). 

“(ii) In exercising the employment au- 
thorities under subsection (b) of section 3161 
of title 5, United States Code, as provided 
under clause (i) of this subparagraph— 

*(D the Special Inspector General may not 
make any appointment on and after the date 
occurring 6 months after the date of enact- 
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ment of the Special Inspector General for the 
Troubled Asset Relief Program Act of 2008; 

“(П) paragraph (2) of that subsection (re- 
lating to periods of appointments) shall not 
apply; and 

“(IIT) no period of appointment may exceed 
the date on which the Office of the Special 
Inspector General terminates under sub- 
section (j).’’. 

SEC. 4. RESPONSE TO AUDITS AND COOPERATION 
AND COORDINATION WITH OTHER 
ENTITIES. 

Section 121 of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of Public 
Law 110-343) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (f), (g), and 
(h) as subsections (h), (i) and (j), respec- 
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the fol- 
lowing: 

**(f) CORRECTIVE RESPONSES TO AUDIT PROB- 
LEMS.—The Secretary shall— 

“(1) take action to address deficiencies 
identified by à report or investigation of the 
Special Inspector General or other auditor 
engaged by the TARP; or 

*(2) certify to appropriate committees of 
Congress that no action is necessary or ap- 
propriate. 

*(g) COOPERATION AND COORDINATION WITH 
OTHER ENTITIES.—In carrying out the duties, 
responsibilities, and authorities of the Spe- 
cial Inspector General under this section, the 
Special Inspector General shall work with 
each of the following entities, with à view 
toward avoiding duplication of effort and en- 
suring comprehensive oversight of the Trou- 
bled Asset Relief Program through effective 
cooperation and coordination: 

*(1) The Inspector General of the Depart- 
ment of Treasury. 

**(2) The Inspector General of the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corporation. 

*(83) The Inspector General of the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission. 

**(4) The Inspector General of the Federal 
Reserve Board. 

**(5) The Inspector General of the Federal 
Housing Finance Board. 

**(6) The Inspector General of any other en- 
tity as appropriate.". 

SEC. 5. REPORTING REQUIREMENTS. 

Section 121(h) of the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of Public 
Law 110-343), as redesignated by this Act, is 
amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) 
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively; 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol- 
lowing: 

**(2) Not later than July 1, 2009, the Special 
Inspector General shall submit а report to 
Congress analyzing the use of any funds re- 
ceived by a financial institution under the 
TARP and make the report available to the 
public, including posting the report on the 
home page of the website of the the Special 
Inspector General within 24 hours after the 
submission of the report.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

“(5) Except as provided under paragraph 
(3, all reports submitted under this sub- 
section shall be available to the public.’’. 
SEC. 6. FUNDING OF THE OFFICE OF THE SPE- 

CIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL. 

Section 121(1)(1) of the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division A of 
Public Law 110-348), as redesignated by this 
Act, is amended by inserting before the pe- 
riod at the end the following: ‘‘, not later 
than "7 days after the date on which the nom- 
ination of the Special Inspector General is 
first confirmed by the Senate". 
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AMERICA'S BEAUTIFUL NATIONAL 
PARKS QUARTER DOLLAR COIN 
ACT OF 2008 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs be discharged from further con- 
sideration of H.R. 6184 and the Senate 
proceed to its immediate consider- 
ation. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 6184) to provide for a program 
for circulating quarter dollar coins that are 
emblematic of a national park or other na- 
tional site in each State, the District of Co- 
lumbia, and each territory of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent the bill be read a 
third time and passed, the motions to 
reconsider be laid upon the table, and 
any statements be printed in the 
RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 6184) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 


EE 


COMMENDING IDAHO ON WINNING 


TO HOST THE 2009 SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS WORLD WINTER 
GAMES 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Commerce 
Committee be discharged from further 
consideration and the Senate now pro- 
ceed to S. Res. 196. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 196) commending 
Idaho on winning the bid to host the 2009 
Special Olympics World Winter Games. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, is 
as follows: 


196) was 


S. REs. 196 


Whereas Special Olympics is an inter- 
national nonprofit organization that pro- 
motes personal development through sports 
training and competition; 

Whereas Special Olympics advances the 
understanding of intellectual disabilities in 
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the community and the Nation through par- 
ticipation and fellowship; 

Whereas Special Olympics serves more 
than 2,500,000 individuals with intellectual 
disabilities; 

Whereas Special Olympics offers more than 
200 programs in over 160 countries; 

Whereas Special Olympics offers 30 Olym- 
pic-type summer and winter sports to both 
children and adults with intellectual disabil- 
ities; 

Whereas Boise, Idaho won the inter- 
national bid to host the 2009 Special Olym- 
pies World Winter Games to be held Feb- 
ruary 6 through 13, 2009; 

Whereas thousands of athletes are expected 
to compete in the 2009 Special Olympics 
World Winter Games; and 

Whereas the 2009 Special Olympics World 
Winter Games will be the largest multi-sport 
event ever held in the State of Idaho: Now, 
therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) applauds the goals and principles of 
Special Olympics; 

(2) salutes the athletes, coaches, family 
members, friends, and volunteers that make 
Special Olympics possible; and 

(3) congratulates the State of Idaho on its 
Selection as the host for the 2009 Special 
Olympics World Winter Games. 


— € ER — 


ENSURING COMPENSATION AND 
OTHER EMOLUMENTS ATTACHED 
TO THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY 
OF STATE 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S.J. 
Res. 46 introduced earlier today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the joint resolution 
by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A joint resolution (S.J. Res. 46) ensuring 
that the compensation and other emolu- 
ments attached to the Office of Secretary of 
State are those which were in effect on Janu- 
ary 1, 2007. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the joint resolu- 
tion. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the joint reso- 
lution be read three times and passed, 
the motions to reconsider be laid upon 
the table; and that any statements re- 
lated thereto be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The joint resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading, was 
read the third time, and passed, as fol- 
lows: 

S.J. RES. 46 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. COMPENSATION AND OTHER EMOLU- 
MENTS ATTACHED TO THE OFFICE 
OF SECRETARY OF STATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The compensation and 
other emoluments attached to the office of 
Secretary of State shall be those in effect 
January 1, 2007, notwithstanding any in- 
crease in such compensation or emoluments 
after that date under any provision of law, or 
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provision which has the force and effect of 
law, that is enacted or becomes effective 
during the period beginning at noon of Janu- 
ary 3, 2007, and ending at noon of January 3, 
2013. 

(b) CIVIL ACTION AND APPEAL.— 

(1) JURISDICTION.—Any person aggrieved by 
an action of the Secretary of State may 
bring a civil action in the United States Dis- 
trict Court for the District of Columbia to 
contest the constitutionality of the appoint- 
ment and continuance in office of the Sec- 
retary of State on the ground that such ap- 
pointment and continuance in office is in 
violation of article I, section 6, clause 2, of 
the Constitution. The United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction over such a civil ac- 
tion, without regard to the sum or value of 
the matter in controversy. 

(2) THREE JUDGE PANEL.—Any claim chal- 
lenging the constitutionality of the appoint- 
ment and continuance in office of the Sec- 
retary of State on the ground that such ap- 
pointment and continuance in office is in 
violation of article I, section 6, clause 2, of 
the Constitution, in an action brought under 
paragraph (1) shall be heard and determined 
by a panel of three judges in accordance with 
section 2284 of title 28, United States Code. It 
shall be the duty of the district court to ad- 
vance on the docket and to expedite the dis- 
position of any matter brought under this 
subsection. 

(3) APPEAL.— 

(A) DIRECT APPEAL TO SUPREME COURT.—An 
appeal may be taken directly to the Supreme 
Court of the United States from any inter- 
locutory or final judgment, decree, or order 
upon the validity of the appointment and 
continuance in office of the Secretary of 
State under article I, section 6, clause 2, of 
the Constitution, entered in any action 
brought under this subsection. Any such ap- 
peal shall be taken by a notice of appeal filed 
within 20 days after such judgment, decree, 
or order is entered. 

(B) JURISDICTION.—The Supreme Court 
shall, if it has not previously ruled on the 
question presented by an appeal taken under 
subparagraph (A), accept jurisdiction over 
the appeal, advance the appeal on the dock- 
et, and expedite the appeal. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This joint resolution 
shall take effect at 12:00 p.m. on January 20, 
2009. 


ee 


WILLIAM WILBERFORCE TRAF- 
FICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the immediate consider- 
ation of H.R. 7811, which was received 
from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will state the bill by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 7311) to authorize appropria- 
tions for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 for the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza- 
tion Act of 2000, to enhance measures to 
combat trafficking in persons, and for other 
purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I am 
glad the Senate today passed the Wil- 
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lam Wilberforce Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act, a bill that will 
strengthen our efforts to stop the ab- 
horrent practice of human trafficking 
in the United States and around the 
world. I congratulate Senators BIDEN 
and BROWNBACK, Congressman BERMAN, 
and the many others who worked hard 
on this important legislation. I com- 
mend Senate and House leaders on this 
bill for putting aside significant dif- 
ferences to reach consensus on this im- 
portant issue. I was pleased to support 
this bill as it moved through the Judi- 
ciary Committee this summer, and I 
am heartened that it will soon become 
law. 

This bill enhances protections to the 
victims of these terrible crimes and 
provides new laws against the immoral 
practice of recruiting children to be 
soldiers. Human trafficking is a mod- 
ern-day form of slavery, involving vic- 
tims who are forced, defrauded or co- 
erced into sexual or labor exploitation. 
These practices continue to victimize 
hundreds of thousands around the 
world, mostly women and children, and 
we must continue to make the laws 
banning human trafficking more effec- 
tive and meaningful. 

The coerced and often violent sub- 
jugation and exploitation of women, 
girls, and children continues to plague 
many regions of the world. As news re- 
ports continue to reveal, women and 
girls from many nations are sold as 
slaves and forced to engage in the sex 
industry. Children are recruited, and 
sometimes even drugged, to become 
soldiers in war-torn regions of the 
world, and poor destitute immigrant 
workers are often duped or coerced to 
work in intolerable conditions that 
amount to forced labor. Even in the 
United States, we are not immune to 
the scourge of human trafficking, as 
evidenced by recent reports of Haitian 
children being brought to the United 
States as servants, who are then beat- 
en and abused into servitude. Progress 
has been made to address these horrific 
problems, but we must continue to do 
more. This bill does. 

I want to thank Senator BIDEN for in- 
troducing this bill in the Senate. I 
commend him for working with all the 
Federal agencies and constituent inter- 
ests to address new issues that con- 
tinue to come up in the fight against 
human trafficking. This bill will pro- 
vide more protection to victims, par- 
ticularly child victims of human traf- 
ficking, and will give prosecutors new 
tools to gain cooperation from wit- 
nesses and informants who can provide 
vital testimony in human trafficking 
prosecutions. This bill also contains 
tools to combat the equally abhorrent 
practice of recruiting or using child 
soldiers. I particularly appreciate Sen- 
ator BIDEN’s work to remove language 
that would have resulted in unintended 
mandatory minimum penalties in the 
bill. 
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We must rededicate our efforts to the 
prevention of human trafficking, the 
protection of its victims, and prosecu- 
tion of those who would commit these 
heinous offenses. Nowhere on earth 
Should it be acceptable to deceive, 
abuse, and force а person into a life of 
enslavement. To deny a person their 
right to freedom is an affront to the 
ideals of this Nation. Passage of this 
legislation is a first step toward cor- 
recting this terrible problem. 

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Madam President, 
I thank my colleagues for supporting 
the William Wilberforce Trafficking 
Victims Protection Reauthorization 
Act of 2008. 

This trafficking bill includes a provi- 
sion I authored over 8 years ago—the 
Unaccompanied Alien Minor Act—to 
ensure that unaccompanied children 
receive humane and appropriate treat- 
ment while in the custody of the U.S. 
Government. 

Today Congress took an important 
step to protecting unaccompanied alien 
children, the most vulnerable immi- 
grants. 

I believe we have a special obligation 
to ensure that these children are treat- 
ed humanely and fairly. Unfortunately, 
without this legislation, there would be 
no procedure to make sure that hap- 


pens. 
Currently, when a child is appre- 
hended by immigration authorities, 


that child usually knows nothing about 
U.S. courts or immigration policies and 
frequently does not speak English. As a 
result, many are sent to detention fa- 
cilities—often with adults or hardened 
criminals with no idea that they might 
be eligible for foster care or immigra- 
tion relief. 

This bill is necessary because every 
year, more than 7,000 undocumented 
and unaccompanied children are appre- 
hended in the United States or at our 
borders. This bill deals with how these 
thousands of children will be treated 
while awaiting a final decision on their 
immigration status in this country. 

Today Congress took the first step to 
ensure that unaccompanied minors in 
temporary Federal custody are treated 
as children and not as criminals. 

I first became involved in this issue 
when I saw the treatment of a 15-year- 
old Chinese girl, who fled persecution 
in her country and had spent 9 months 
in a juvenile jail. She came to her asy- 
lum hearing shackled and in prison 
clothing. As she told her story to an 
immigration judge, she could not wipe 
away her tears because her hands were 
chained to her waist. 

This bill seeks to protect children 
like this girl, who have escaped trau- 
matic situations such as armed con- 
flict, sweatshop labor, human traf- 
ficking, forced prostitution, and other 
life-threatening circumstances. 

These children have seen their family 
members threatened, tortured and even 
murdered. Many have been targets of 
attacks themselves. 
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Indeed, it is through their resilience 
and indomitable spirit that they have 
found themselves in our country. And 
they need our help. 

Yet, our Nation’s response over the 
several years has been unacceptable. 
According to a report issued by Am- 
nesty International in June of 2004, un- 
accompanied children have too often 
languished in an unregulated immigra- 
tion system. 

According to Amnesty International, 
investigators identified situations 
where children were strip-searched or 
kept in solitary confinement. Others 
were victims of extreme brutality or 
refugees from war zones and rather 
than being placed in appropriate facili- 
ties, they were thrown in juvenile jails. 

Most children reported that they had 
not received weekly visits from offi- 
cials specializing in juvenile care. 

In addition, 83 percent of these facili- 
ties reported that they routinely re- 
strained the children with handcuffs or 
leg irons when they are transported. 

One attorney told the story of a T- 
year-old boy who had been forced to ap- 
pear before a judge in handcuffs. 

The majority of these children have 
been forced to struggle through an im- 
migration system designed for adults. 

Today, Congress will pass the Unac- 
companied Alien Child Protection Act 
to remedy this by requiring that chil- 
dren who pose no danger to themselves 
or others be placed in the least restric- 
tive setting possible; requiring the Of- 
fice of Refugee Resettlement to do a 
suitability assessment before placing 
the child with any agency or person; 
and prohibiting placing children, who 
have committed no crimes, in a prison 
with hardened criminals. 

This legislation also requires, when- 
ever possible, family reunification or 
other appropriate placement in the 
best interest of the unaccompanied 
alien children. For example, the Office 
of Refugee Resettlement must do a 
home study before placing a child into 
a home or foster care. 

The bill also provides for pro bono 
legal representation for  unaccom- 
panied alien children in their immigra- 
tion matters, where possible, at no ex- 
pense to the Government. And finally, 
the bill requires training for Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security personnel 
and others who come into contact with 
unaccompanied children. 

I would also like to be clear about 
what this bill would not do. 

This legislation does not expand the 
current immigration rights of any 
child. Instead, it presumes that chil- 
dren will be placed in removal pro- 
ceedings—unless they qualify for immi- 
gration benefits under current law. 

It does not remove the jurisdiction 
and responsibility for adjudicating im- 
migration status from the Department 
of Homeland Security or the Executive 
Office for Immigration Review, where 
such jurisdiction and responsibilities 
currently reside. 
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It does not interfere with the custo- 
dial rights of à parent or guardian in 
situations where а parent or guardian 
Seeks to establish custody. 

Like the Trafficking bill, these provi- 
sions have received broad bipartisan 
support. Among the endorsers of this 
legislation are organizations  rep- 
resenting mental health and child wel- 
fare professionals, as well as legal, 
human rights, immigration and reli- 
gious organizations. It is a moderate, 
reasonable bill that by and large ad- 
dresses issues of a child's care and cus- 
tody, and not issues of substantive im- 
migration relief. 

I thank my House and Senate col- 
leagues for passing this important bill. 
I also specifically thank Senators 
BIDEN, BROWNBACK, KENNEDY, and 
LEAHY, as well as Representatives BER- 
MAN, LOFGREN, and CONYERS for their 
hard work and leadership in securing 
the passage of this bill. 

I urge the President to sign this im- 
portant legislation. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the bill be 
read the third time and passed, the mo- 
tion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table, with no intervening action or de- 
bate, and that any statements relating 
to the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 7311) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 


ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 11, 2008 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen- 
ate completes its business today, it 
stand in recess until 10 a.m. tomorrow, 
Thursday, December 11; that following 
the prayer and pledge, the Journal of 
proceedings be approved to date, the 
time for the two leaders be reserved for 
their use later in the day, and the Sen- 
ate proceed to a period of morning 
business for up to 1 hour, with Senators 
permitted to speak therein for up to 10 
minutes each; that following morning 
business, the Senate resume consider- 
ation of the motion to proceed to H.R. 
7005. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 


RECESS UNTIL 10 A.M. TOMORROW 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be- 
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the Senate stand in recess 
under the previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 6:45 p.m., recessed until Thursday, 
December 11, 2008, at 10 a.m. 
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December 10, 2008 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


The House met at 10 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem- 
pore (Mrs. TAUSCHER). 


Ee 


DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
December 10, 2008. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable ELLEN O. 
TAUSCHER to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


EE 
PRAYER 


The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

Lord of the ages, ever-faithful to 
Your promises, be with Your people, 
now and forever. 

The sun grows dim and the daylight 
is measured. In the darkness, phantoms 
loom. The eye cannot discern as the 
distance fades. Be for us light. 

Help Your people make clear judg- 
ments that will propel us into the fu- 
ture. Remove any shadowy cloud so we 
follow the patterns of silent stars. 

O Lord of the ages, ever-faithful to 
Your promises, be with Your people 
now and forever. 

Amen. 


EE 
THE JOURNAL 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House her approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour- 
nal stands approved. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, pursuant to clause 1, rule I, I 
demand a vote on agreeing to the 
Speaker’s approval of the Journal. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the Speaker’s approval 
of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, I object to the vote on the 
ground that a quorum is not present 
and make the point of order that a 
quorum is not present. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 8, rule XX, further pro- 
ceedings on this question will be post- 
poned. 

The point of no quorum is considered 
withdrawn. 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
Foxx) come forward and lead the House 
in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. FOXX led the Pledge of Alle- 
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


EE 


DISPENSING WITH CALENDAR 
WEDNESDAY BUSINESS TODAY 


Mr. LARSEN of Washington. Madam 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the business in order under the Cal- 
endar Wednesday rule be dispensed 
with today. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Washington? 

There was no objection. 


EEE 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will entertain up to 15 requests 
for 1-minute speeches on each side. 


EE 
MOVE THAT BUS 


(Mr. COURTNEY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. COURTNEY. Madam Speaker, 
Carol Girard of Voluntown, Con- 
necticut, is an inspiration to all of us. 
Last year a devastating fire forced 
Carol, her husband, Thomas, and fam- 
ily from their home and into a camper 
in the shadow of the home’s charred re- 
mains. After that loss, Carol suffered 
the ultimate tragedy when her hus- 
band, Thomas, and their son, Marc, 
drowned in Connecticut’s Green Falls 
Pond. 

This week the television show Ex- 
treme Makeover: Home Edition an- 
swered Voluntown’s call for help. 
Today, where her house once stood, a 
new home, a new life and restored hope 
have arisen for Carol and her surviving 
children, Lucas, Hannah, Jacqueline 
and Adam. 

Hundreds upon hundreds of volun- 
teers have poured on to the site this 
week making the construction of a new 
beautiful home possible. In particular, 
Home Designs by Bruno of Colchester, 
Connecticut, deserves America’s 
thanks for coordinating this effort. 

In honor of the great work of Ex- 
treme Makeover: Home Edition and the 
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Girard family, 
Connecticut in saying 
Bus!" 


I join all of Eastern 
“Move That 


— ERE 


ZIMMER ORTHOPAEDICS OF 
STATESVILLE, NORTH CAROLINA 


(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per- 
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re- 
marks.) 

Ms. FOXX. Madam Speaker, earlier 
this fall I had the privilege to visit 
Zimmer Manufacturing in Statesville, 
North Carolina. During my visit to 
Zimmer's Statesville facility, I wit- 
nessed а thriving company committed 
to producing high quality surgical 
products. But as impressed as I was 
with Zimmer's Statesville plant, I was 
more impressed with the company's 
dedication to its employees and their 
safety. 

This summer the Zimmer plant 
logged more than 1 million safe hours 
with no injuries or illnesses that re- 
sulted in lost work days. That is nearly 
four straight years of providing a flaw- 
less safety record. So I was not sur- 
prised when I found out later that Doug 
Pond, the supervisor at Zimmer, won 
first place in the annual North Caro- 
lina Statewide Safety Talk Contest 
hosted by the North Carolina Indus- 
trial Commission in Greensboro, North 
Carolina. 

I congratulate Zimmer of Statesville 
for its impressive safety record and for 
its commitment to providing an acci- 
dent-free workplace. During these un- 
certain economic times, it's good to 
talk about à company that is doing 
something right. 


—— 


SECOND NATIONAL HEALTH 
DISPARITY CONFERENCE 


(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speak- 
er, I rise today to recognize the out- 
standing Second National Health Dis- 
parity Conference sponsored by the 
University of the Virgin Islands Carib- 
bean Research Center and the Director, 
Dr. Gloria Callwood, the Medical Uni- 
versity of South Carolina, and the Con- 
gressional Black Caucus Foundation 
last week in St. Croix, U.S. Virgin Is- 
lands. We will meet in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia, next year. 

The conference brought together 
Members of Congress, leading research- 
ers from the Federal Government, aca- 
demie institutions and the private sec- 
tor, educators, advocates and health 
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consumers. We looked at issues ranging 
from factors determining academic 
Success in African American males to 
the impact of climate change on 
health, but primarily focused on the 
health and health care challenges of 
Americans of color and poor and rural 
Americans. The presentations, ques- 
tions, comments and recommendations 
wil inform the health care reform 
agenda of the Congressional Black Cau- 
cus in the 111th Congress. 

Madam Speaker, I extend thanks to 
the capitol and local security, spon- 
Sors, speakers, attendees, staff and all 
who made the conference a success, but 
especially Shelley Thomas of my staff 
and MUSC Assistant Professor David 
Rivers for his leadership and vision. 


eS — 


UNCLE *SANTA" SAM AND THE 
BIG THREE AUTO BOYS 


(Mr. POE asked and was given per- 
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, it's 
Christmas time in the city, so the Fed- 
eral Government is about to give away 
more taxpayer dollars to those with 
their corporate hands out. 

Now the Big Three Automakers say 
they need Uncle “Santa” Sam to save 
them from themselves even though 
they have been bad all year. And they 
expect “Јое Sixpack” from Dime Box, 
Texas, to pay for their naughty deeds. 

We can’t call it à bailout because 
that might be too honest a statement 
to our citizens; so we call it a ‘bridge 
loan." Actually it’s a bridge loan to no- 
where. 

And Congress wants to create a Car 
Czar to oversee the control of how the 
Big Three make new cars. They tell us 
it's not the nationalization of the car 
business, but it sounds close enough for 
government work to me. 

Anyway, does anybody really think 
the Federal Government knows any- 
thing about the car business? 

If you like the way the Federal Gov- 
ernment fouled up the mortgage indus- 
try by over-regulating Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac that has cost the tax- 
payers billions, or you like the way the 
Federal Government controls  pas- 
senger rail service with Amtrak that 
loses billions of dollars every year, 
you'll love the way the Federal bureau- 
crats make new cars. 

The new federalized auto industry 
will have the competence of FEMA, the 
pleasantries of the Post Office, and the 
compassion of the IRS. 

And that's just the way it is. 


i—i 


CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR 
TEACHERS 


(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad- 
dress the House for 1 minute and to re- 
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. 
Madam Speaker, the National Board 
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for Professional Teaching Standards 
recently announced their latest list of 
newly National Board Certified teach- 
ers. I am grateful to report that the 176 
teachers this round from the Second 
Congressional District of South Caro- 
lina represent the highest number of 
any district in America. 

I know the citizens of the Second 
District are extremely proud and grate- 
ful to have such well-qualified profes- 
sional teachers working to educate 
their children. Families understand 
that a strong education is the founda- 
tion for future success. We must con- 
tinue to bring parents, teachers and 
school administrators together in a 
common pursuit of high quality, acces- 
sible and affordable education. This 
should be done with the utmost respect 
for the unique needs and challenges of 
our local schools. Our schools should be 
run by dynamic elected local school 
boards. 

I want to thank our Nation’s profes- 
sional educators for their dedication to 
teaching our children and building a 
brighter future. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th. 


— ER 


RECESS 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 10 o'clock and 11 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re- 
cess subject to the call of the Chair. 


EEE 


1430 
AFTER RECESS 


The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. TAUSCHER) at 2 o’clock 
and 30 minutes p.m. 


EE 
REPORT ON H.R. 7322, COMMERCE, 
JUSTICE, SCIENCE, AND RE- 


LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA- 
TIONS ACT, 2009 


Mr. MOLLOHAN, from the Com- 
mittee on Appropriations, submitted a 
privileged report (Rept. No. 110-919) on 
the bill (H.R. 7322) making appropria- 
tions for the Departments of Commerce 
and Justice, and Science, and Related 
Agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the Union Cal- 
endar and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of 
order are reserved on the bill. 


EE 


REPORT ON H.R. 7328, FINANCIAL 
SERVICES AND GENERAL GOV- 
ERNMENT APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2009 
Mr. SERRANO, from the Committee 

on Appropriations, submitted a privi- 
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leged report (Rept. No. 110-920) on the 
bill (H.R. 7323) making appropriations 
for financial services and general gov- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes, 
which was referred to the Union Cal- 
endar and ordered to be printed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of 
order are reserved on the bill. 


EE 


REPORT ON H.R. 7324, ENERGY AND 
WATER DEVELOPMENT AND RE- 
LATED AGENCIES APPROPRIA- 
TIONS ACT, 2009 


Mr. SERRANO, from the Committee 
on Appropriations, submitted a privi- 
leged report (Rept. No. 110-921) on the 
bill (H.R. 7324) making appropriations 
for energy and water development and 
related agencies for the fiscal year end- 
ing September 30, 2009, and for other 
purposes, which was referred to the 
Union Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 1, rule XXI, all points of 
order are reserved on the bill. 


— E 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
REPUBLICAN LEADER 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Honorable JOHN A. 
BOEHNER, Republican Leader: 


CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
December 10, 2008. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker, 
U.S. Capitol, Washington, DC. 

DEAR SPEAKER PELOSI: Pursuant to section 
1238(0)(3) of the Floyd D. Spence National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2001, (22 U.S.C. 7002) amended by Division P 
of the Consolidated Appropriations Resolu- 
tion, 2003 (22 U.S.C. 6901), I am pleased to re- 
appoint Mr. Larry Wortzel of Williamsburg, 
Virginia, to the United States-China Eco- 
nomic and Security Review Commission, ef- 
fective January 1, 2009. 

Mr. Wortzel has expressed interest in serv- 
ing in this capacity and I am pleased to ful- 
fill his request. 


Sincerely, 
JOHN A. BOEHNER, 
Republican Leader. 
a 
WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF 


CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH 
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS 


Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 1533 
and ask for its immediate consider- 
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol- 
lows: 

H. RES. 1533 

Resolved, That the requirement of clause 
6(a) of rule XIII for a two-thirds vote to con- 
sider a report from the Committee on Rules 
on the same day it is presented to the House 
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is waived with respect to any resolution re- 
ported through the legislative day of Decem- 
ber 18, 2008, providing for consideration or 
disposition of à measure relating to financial 
assistance to eligible automobile manufac- 
turers, and for other purposes. 

SEC. 2. House Resolutions 1516 and 1526 are 
laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tlewoman from New York is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
for the purpose of debate only, I yield 
the customary 30 minutes to the gen- 
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER). 
АП time yielded during consideration 
of the rule is for debate only. 

I yield myself such time as I may 
consume and ask unanimous consent 
that all Members be given 5 legislative 
days in which to revise and extend 
their remarks on House Resolution 
1533. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle- 
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
H. Res. 1533 waives clause 6(a) of rule 
XIII, which would require a two-thirds 
vote to consider а rule on the same day 
it is reported from the Rules Com- 
mittee. The waiver would apply to any 
rule reported through the legislative 
day of December 13, 2008, that provides 
for consideration or disposition of а 
measure to authorize financial assist- 
ance to eligible automobile manufac- 
turers. 

This is not an unusual procedure, 
particularly at the end of a legislative 
session. I want to point out that my 
friends on the other side of the aisle in 
the 109th Congress reported at least 21 
rules that allowed for same-day consid- 
eration. In fact, five of those rules 
waived this requirement against any 
rule reported from the committee. This 
rule is for à true emergency. It is for 
one purpose, and that is to help facili- 
tate the prompt consideration of bipar- 
tisan legislation that will prevent the 
collapse of our domestic auto industry. 

I hope Members on both sides of the 
aisle will support this rule so we can 
move quickly to address this economic 
crisis before the end of the year and 
the end of this Congress. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal- 
ance of my time. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Madam Speaker, I was just talking to 
my very good friend, my fellow Califor- 
nian, Mr. LUNGREN, and he reminded 
me that what I should be doing is ex- 
pressing my appreciation to the very 
distinguished Chair of the Committee 
on Rules for complimenting me on the 
fine work product of the past Congress 
when it comes to reporting out meas- 
ures such as this. 

But I will say, Madam Speaker, that 
I rise in strong opposition to this rule. 
Irise in opposition to this rule because 
it is a martial law rule which provides 
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the opportunity for this measure to 
come to the floor at any time during 
the next 4 days. And it is unprece- 
dented. And I know that the gentle- 
woman has pointed to the fact that at 
the end of the Congress, it is very often 
that measures like this are utilized. 
But there is not а strong bipartisan 
consensus for us to proceed with the 
measure that is being considered now. 

This is, in fact, a $15 billion bailout 
bill that is not impacting just an entire 
industry, it’s impacting three par- 
ticular entities within that industry, 
and to do it under a completely closed 
process. The distinguished Chair of the 
Committee on Financial Services, Mr. 
FRANK, acknowledged upstairs, aS was 
stated by the ranking Republican, Mr. 
BACHUS, this was a completely closed 
process, and we find this to be very, 
very unfortunate that we’re here try- 
ing to do this in such a manner. 

Now, when we were upstairs in the 
Rules Committee, one of the things 
that has come forward is the fact that 
the American people are hurting. We 
all know that. We very much need to 
take steps to ensure that we can get 
this economy growing, and there is a 
bipartisan consensus on the need to 
grow our economy. We’ve lost hundreds 
of thousands of jobs, as we all know, 
and in light of that, it is imperative 
that we take immediate action to try 
to create jobs for American workers. 
And that’s the reason that my col- 
league Mr. DIAZ-BALART, the gen- 
tleman from Miami, and I joined in the 
Rules Committee last night to do 
something that most people thought 
we were going to do last spring and we 
should have done last spring. And there 
was acknowledgment, bipartisan ac- 
knowledgment, by Members, including 
Members of the leadership in the ma- 
jority, that we would, in fact, quite 
possibly consider this measure in a 
lame duck session. And I’m referring, 
of course, to the very important U.S.- 
Columbia Free Trade Agreement. 

Last April 10, Madam Speaker, there 
was a rigorous debate here, and we for 
the first time ever saw the Speaker of 
the House take action which subverted 
the 1974 Trade Act. Basically sent a 
message that said the following: We as 
Americans want to embark on negotia- 
tions with the country, and under the 
traditional, what has existed since 1974, 
so-called fast-track authority, or what 
we refer to now as trade promotion au- 
thority existed, so that that measure 
would come back to the Congress and 
there would be an up-or-down vote. 
And for the first time ever in basically 
decades and decades, since 1974, we saw 
that plan completely thrown out the 
window. That promise that had been 
made was thrown out the window. But 
there was one hope left, and that hope 
was that after the election, in a post- 
election session, which is where we are 
right now, we would have an oppor- 
tunity for a debate and a vote as to 
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whether or not we would pry open the 
market in Colombia, 40 million con- 
sumers strong, and create an oppor- 
tunity for U.S. workers in Indiana, in 
Ohio, in Illinois, all across this country 
to have a chance to sell their products 
into Colombia. That’s really what this 
agreement is all about. It’s all about 
opening up access to their markets so 
that we can create good jobs. 

Now, the distinguished Chair of the 
Committee on Rules last night was 
talking about the economic challenges 
that are faced, the economic difficulty, 
the devastation that exists in Roch- 
ester, Buffalo, and other parts of up- 
state New York. We recognize that 
very well. Kodak is one of her largest 
employers, Madam Speaker, and I be- 
lieve that by virtue of passing this 
U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement, 
we will be able to create more good 
jobs in upstate New York so that their 
products can be exported into Colom- 
bia. 

Now, there are other States that 
have been particularly hard hit with 
this economic downturn that we’re fac- 
ing today. States like Ohio. We regu- 
larly hear from our colleagues in Ohio 
about the devastation that has existed 
there. One of the great companies in 
Ohio happens to be Whirlpool, and we 
know that right now the hardworking 
men and women in Ohio at the Whirl- 
pool Company want to have an oppor- 
tunity to sell washing machines, dry- 
ers, refrigerators, and other products 
that Whirlpool manufactures. And 
guess what. Under the present struc- 
ture, Madam Speaker, it’s very unfor- 
tunate there is a tariff, a tax, on the 
work product from those American 
workers in Ohio who are seeking to get 
their product into Colombia. And what 
is it that we have had over the last 7 or 
8 months? An indication from the April 
10 decision that was made here to not 
proceed with the U.S.-Colombia Free 
Trade Agreement. There was a sense 
that in this lame duck session we 
would, in fact, consider that. 

Madam Speaker, I would argue that 
as important as it was for us to pass 
that U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agree- 
ment on April 10, it is much, much 
more important today. Why? Because 
we have seen hundreds of thousands of 
our fellow Americans lose their jobs 
and we are here at this moment, at this 
moment, Madam Speaker, talking 
about the imperative of creating jobs 
right here in the United States of 
America so that they don’t flee over- 
seas. 

And I will say that I mentioned Ohio. 
It’s also important. We’re talking 
about the automobile industry. There 
is a company called Caterpillar, which 
is headquartered in Peoria, Illinois. 
And Caterpillar workers are some of 
the most dedicated, hardworking, pro- 
ductive workers of any company in this 
country. And, Madam Speaker, because 
of the existence of that tariff, the 
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workers who manufacture Caterpillar 
tractors are unable to sell those trac- 
tors into that very important 40 mil- 
lion-strong economy of Colombia be- 
cause of the fact that we have been re- 
calcitrant and not moved ahead with 
even a debate or a vote on the U.S.-Co- 
lombia Free Trade Agreement. 

So, Madam Speaker, I have to say 
that we have a great opportunity with 
this rule. Mr. DIAZ-BALART and I, as I 
Said, offered this amendment upstairs 
which would have allowed us to do 
what last April 10—we would have 
never thought last April 10, by the way, 
that we would be here dealing with the 
automobile industry as we are. But last 
April 10 there was an indication by 
many, including the distinguished 
Chair of the Committee on Rules, who 
said that at that point she was voting 
to delay consideration of the U.S.-Co- 
lombia Free Trade Agreement. 

Well Madam Speaker, today is the 
day. We all know and we hope and pray 
that this is the end of the work of the 
110th Congress. The 111th Congress will 
be convening on January 6 and we will 
begin anew. But guess what. If we don't 
pass the U.S.-Colombia Free "Trade 
Agreement right now, we have thrown 
years of negotiations out the door. We 
will see our governments have to start 
from scratch on this very, very impor- 
tant agreement. 

And the one thing that I haven't 
mentioned that I know my friend Mr. 
DIAZ-BALART will discuss is the very 
important strategic interest that we 
have in strengthening our strongest 
ally on the South American continent. 
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We all recognize that the modern his- 
tory of Colombia has been horrendous, 
but I argue that the last 5 years have 
brought us the greatest transformation 
of any country in a 5-year period of 
time in modern history. The reason I 
say that is that if you look at the 
human rights violations, if you look at 
the actions of the FARC, the 
paramilitaries, and a wide range of 
other entities there, if you look at the 
murder that has taken place in the 
past of union leaders, and you compare 
that to the changes of today, it is im- 
portant for us to realize that we have 
Seen an amazing transformation. 

Now, I acknowledge that in the past 
Several weeks, some very unfortunate 
reports have come to the forefront, but 
I believe that the tragic murders that 
have taken place, and the resignation 
of military leaders and the firing of 
military leaders because of that, under- 
Scores how important it is for us to 
proceed with this agreement, which 
will strengthen the economic ties and, 
I believe, bring about а greater oppor- 
tunity for the recognition of human 
rights in Colombia. 

So we are here at this moment focus- 
ing our attention on how it is that we 
can deal with the automobile industry 
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and create good American jobs. I be- 
lieve that right now we have an oppor- 
tunity to do this very, very important 
thing, and that is open up that market 
So that U.S. workers can sell their 
products into Colombia. I hope very 
much that we are able to see that ac- 
tion taken today. 

With that, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, at 
this time I am very happy to yield 3 
minutes to my very good friend, my 
Rules Committee colleague from 
Miami, who joined me in coauthoring 
the amendment about which I was just 
speaking. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. I thank my friend, Mr. DREIER, 
and echo his words. 

Madam Speaker, I was hoping that 
we would not see this legislation 
brought forth under à martial law rule 
that is going to change, is going to 
waive, is going to waive the rules of 
the House so that legislation that was 
filed just a little while ago does not 
have 24 hours for the American people 
and the membership of this House to 
review and study. I think that it was 
not necessary to do this. I think it's 
unfortunate for the martial law rule to 
have been brought forth to close down 
this process absolutely. 

The legislation that the House would 
be considering, obviously, with regard 
to the automobile industry, deals with 
a very important industry. I also be- 
lieve that, as Mr. DREIER has stated, 
the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agree- 
ment is one step that this Congress 
could and should take that would cre- 
ate jobs for the American people, and it 
would create jobs throughout the en- 
tire Nation. I was hoping, Madam 
Speaker, that after the election, and 
the decibels of the electoral debate 
have been turned down, that we could 
have had consideration and а vote on 
that important, implementing legisla- 
tion, legislation to implement the 
U.S.-Colombia Free Trade Agreement. 

It is most unfortunate that the ma- 
jority leadership has decided, in effect, 
to continue its policy, really, that of- 
fends our relationship with our best, 
best ally in South America. It hurts 
that relationship at this critical time, 
in addition to preventing in this deli- 
cate economic time, the creation of 
many, many jobs in the United States. 

So its most unfortunate that the 
majority leadership has decided to act 
in this irresponsible manner, not only 
closing down, unnecessarily, the proc- 
ess with regard to the legislation 
brought forth today, unnecessarily, but 
failing to consider that most important 
implementary legislation with regard 
to the U.S.-Colombia Free Trade 
Agreement. I am disappointed, Madam 
Speaker, and would have hoped that we 
would have seen another attitude after 
the election. 
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I 
reserve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, at 
this time I am very happy to yield 5 
minutes to the newly elected chairman 
of the Republican Conference, my good 
friend from Columbus, Indiana (Mr. 
Pence). 

Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, we 
come to this floor in the midst of an 
extraordinary time in the life of this 
economy and in the life of our cher- 
ished domestic automotive industry. 

The American automotive industry is 
facing a financial crisis. Millions of 
jobs are on the line. Let me say from 
my heart, Madam Speaker, inaction by 
this Congress is not an option, but I 
rise in opposition to the rule, and I rise 
in opposition to the legislation that 
will be brought to the floor under this 
rule, because I believe the American 
people know we cannot borrow and 
spend and bail our way back to a grow- 
ing economy. 

We cannot borrow and spend and bail 
our way back to a vibrant automotive 
sector here in the United States. The 
legislation that will come before the 
Congress today will take $15 billion in 
taxpayer money and make it available 
to the automotive industry, appoint 
something in the form of a car czar for 
the purpose of organizing and encour- 
aging the kinds of changes in the in- 
dustry that Washington, D.C. believes 
are appropriate. 

But I would say the bailout proposed 
by the White House and congressional 
Democrats is fundamentally flawed. It 
exposes the American taxpayer to more 
debt, fails to reorganize our domestic 
auto manufacturers, and does not fix 
the immediate credit crisis that those 
good companies are facing. 

Instead, the Democrat bill will actu- 
ally prevent the necessary changes and 
force us back into the same situation 
where taxpayers will undoubtedly be 
asked to bail this industry out again 
and again and again. The Democrat 
bailout also seeks to create, as I men- 
tioned, something known as a car czar 
with the responsibilities of making car 
companies more profitable, more fis- 
cally responsible. Well, trusting a 
Washington bureaucrat, who has prob- 
ably never even tightened a lug nut, 
with fixing what ails the American 
automotive industry is not the answer. 

Today, House Republicans propose 
the American Automotive Reorganiza- 
tion and Recovery Plan. It is an effort 
to lock in the restructuring promised 
over the last few weeks with firm 
benchmarks and a tight timeline. Also, 
in the place of a taxpayer-funded gov- 
ernment bailout, House Republicans 
would encourage private investment to 
finance a Detroit recovery in this year 
and the next. It is a solution that will 
protect our domestic auto industry and 
the American taxpayer, and that must 
be paramount in our interest. 

Under the Republican plan, the Big 
Three, having presented their plans for 
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restructuring, would be required to 
lock in а tight timeline with a high de- 
gree of specificity about the kinds of 
changes that will make our domestic 
auto industry truly competitive and on 
parity with those cherished companies 
that have made foreign investments 
and are manufacturing cars here in the 
United States. 

Secondly, we would establish a proc- 
ess for reaching an expedited agree- 
ment. Instead of nationalizing Amer- 
ica’s auto companies by having the 
Federal Government take а stake in- 
terest in those companies, an equity 
and stock position, we would rather 
Say that because of the many legal and 
contractual hurdles to restructuring, 
the companies would be urged to ac- 
complish a restructuring through the 
use of а prepackaged bankruptcy or 
other legal mechanism to bring all 
stakeholders to the table for an agreed- 
upon determination about their future. 

With regard to interim financing, 
again, Madam Speaker, we would not 
look to the Federal Treasury to finance 
а recovery in Detroit, but, rather, we 
would look to the private sector. We 
would create a hand up, not a hand out, 
by creating an FDIC-style insurance 
program where auto companies could 
be required to purchase insurance as а 
backstop to private lending that's 
made into their industry. Now, many 
of us believe that this would loosen up 
an extraordinary amount of financing, 
the so-called debtor-in-possession fi- 
nancing, which is so scarce in our econ- 
omy today—so a serious reorganization 
and recovery plan, with hard timelines 
and urgency. 

Secondly, a process using the exist- 
ing judicial institutions of this country 
to enforce that restructuring; and, 
thirdly, a priming of the pump with a 
new federally backed insurance pro- 
gram to encourage investment in De- 
troit is the antidote to what ails us. 
Simply handing $15 billion out to De- 
troit today, however popular it may be 
with some Americans, I believe, in my 
heart, it would ultimately be a dis- 
Service to the American taxpayer, to 
our children, and our grandchildren. 

So I urge consideration of the Repub- 
lican plan, the American Automotive 
Reorganization and Recovery Plan. I 
urge my Democrat colleagues to allow 
such a proposal to come to the floor, 
and I oppose this rule. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. May I inquire of 
my colleague if he has more speakers. 

Mr. DREIER. If the gentlewoman 
would yield? 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Yes. 

Mr. DREIER. I would say, absolutely, 
we have a lot of people who want to 
Speak in opposition to this martial law 
rule. I would inquire of my friend if she 
has any speakers. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I am the last 
Speaker on my side. 

Madam Speaker, I reserve the bal- 
ance of my time. 
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Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, at 
this juncture, I would like to yield 2 
minutes to our colleague from Gold 
River, California (Mr. LUNGREN). 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali- 
fornia. Madam Speaker, I rise in oppo- 
sition to this rule because it does not 
recognize that occasionally Congress 
does something right. I remember 
being on this floor some 20 years ago 
and debating with then the distin- 
guished chairman of the House Judici- 
ary Committee, Peter Rodino, about 
reform of the Bankruptcy Code and 
Specifically chapter 11. 

'The question at that time was wheth- 
er or not we are going to adapt the 
Bankruptcy Code so that chapter 11 
would allow companies large and small 
to restructure themselves so that they 
could go on as enterprising entities, 
but now we are told that somehow 
there is something special about the 
Big Three auto manufacturers in De- 
troit that will not allow them to go 
through the process that we had Delta 
Airlines go through, that we have had 
very, very many companies go through. 
Somehow, it has been asserted that 
chapter 11 means death and destruc- 
tion. Chapter 11 doesn't mean death 
and destruction, it means restruc- 
turing and rebirth. 

What happens is, when you go into 
bankruptcy court, everything is on the 
table. What we have heard discussed 
around here, and what's being pre- 
sented to us is bankruptcy-lite. It's 
like bankruptcy, but we are not going 
to require it to be bankruptcy. Why? 
Because, somehow, that doesn't work. 

Well, ladies and gentlemen, it does 
work. And it doesn't put the American 
people, the taxpayers, behind promises 
that can't be kept. Because in а bank- 
ruptcy court, the judge requires every- 
body to put their cards on the table, 
and then a decision is made as to what 
is the best interest of the entity so 
that they may continue to operate. 

So you have to ask yourself, why do 
people not want to go through bank- 
ruptcy? Perhaps it’s so that they don’t 
have to do those things that would be 
required to make them enterprising en- 
tities. Now we have a circumstance 
where we are going to create a car czar, 
or czarina, to tell the manufacturers 
how they ought to operate their busi- 
nesses, the ultimate irony, Congress 
telling somebody else how they ought 
to operate their businesses in an eco- 
nomic fashion. 
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Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, may I 
inquire of the Chair how much time is 
remaining on each side. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman has 9% minutes remaining; the 
gentlewoman from New York has 29 
minutes remaining. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, at 
this time I am very happy to yield 1 
minute to the chairman of the Repub- 
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lican Policy Committee, my good 
friend from Livonia, Michigan (Mr. 
MCCOTTER). 

Mr. McCOTTER. I thank the chair- 
man. I rise in support of the same-day 
rule. 

It has been an anxious holiday season 
in Michigan and the Midwest in the 
auto industry and the manufacturing 
sector. They have seen Congress per- 
form its rightful oversight over their 
request for a bridge loan from the tax- 
payers of the United States. And today, 
after due deliberation, I think it is ap- 
propriate that we have а vote on this 
legislation, because behind all the sta- 
tistics and all the talk of bankruptcies 
are hard-working people who deserve to 
know an answer to a fundamental ques- 
tion: Does the Congress of the United 
States care about them? 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, at 
this time I am very happy to yield 2 
minutes to my friend from Humble, 
Texas, Judge Poe. 

Mr. POE. Madam Speaker, well, here 
we go again, rushing into another bail- 
out without appropriate congressional 
hearings. And what have the Big Three 
auto boys done to restructure their 
businesses after they first flew up here 
on their big private jets? Absolutely 
nothing. They just showed up here 
again demanding American money. 

They say they are too big to fail. 
Madam Speaker, they have already 
failed, but they want the American cit- 
izen to pay for their mess. 

So with the option before us today, 
we are going to let the Federal Govern- 
ment take over the auto industry and 
even decide what kind of car we should 
build. Not only that, we are going to 
appoint a ‘‘Car Czar" to manage how it 
is done. 

The underlying bill gives the “Саг 
Czar" complete control over the auto 
industry. Can you imagine what a Fed- 
eral Government-made car will look 
like? Most likely it will have a sail, 
solar panels, or even a windmill on top. 
It will be the typical Federal project. It 
will be too expensive, won't work, and 
we will never get rid of it. 

With this bill, we are subsidizing fail- 
ing companies. It is not the American 
way to subsidize failure. This is just 
like what we continue to do with Am- 
trak. Taxpayers pay millions of dollars 
every year to subsidize the failing pas- 
senger rail industry. So if we like Am- 
trak, we are going to love the new Fed- 
eral car industry. 

As President-elect Obama said on 
“Meet the Press" Sunday: “We don't 
want government to run companies. 


Generally, government historically 
hasn't done that very well." I agree 
completely. 


What the Big Three need to do is re- 
organize under the bankruptcy laws to 
prevent failure and job loss, just like 
the airlines did. The Big Three saying 
bankruptcy will cause 100 percent job 
loss is nonsense. It is just the politics 
of fear. 
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People say this isn't а bailout, but 
that is exactly what it is. It is not à 
bridge loan. And if it is à bridge loan, 
then it is à bridge loan to nowhere. 

Folks, this is nothing more than a 
down payment on a future bigger tax- 
payer-funded corporate welfare bailout. 

And that's just the way it is. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I 
would like to inquire of the distin- 
guished Chair of the Committee on 
Rules if she might consider yielding, 
She has 29 minutes remaining, maybe 5 
or 10 minutes of her time to us. We 
have а number of speakers on our side. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Would the gen- 
tleman tell me how many speakers he 
has and what time is he talking about. 

Mr. DREIER. Maybe 10 minutes of 
time. We have а number of speakers 
who have come, and you know how it 
goes on the management of debate 
here. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. We would really 
like to see this move forward, Mr. 
DREIER. 

Mr. DREIER. I understand you want 
to move this forward as expeditiously 
as possible. We have а lot of Members 
who are hoping very much to have the 
chance to speak on this. We can see 
Members coming in. 

I just, as a courtesy, would like to in- 
quire of the Chair if she would yield us 
maybe 10 minutes of her time. If she 
had speakers, I would completely un- 
derstand why that wouldn't be the 
case, but I just don't see any speakers 
on the other side, and if that would be 
possible, I would very much appreciate 
it. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I 
yield 5 additional minutes. 

Mr. DREIER. Thank you very much. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman has 5 additional minutes, for à 
total now of 12 minutes. 

Mr. DREIER. Let me begin by ex- 
pressing my appreciation to the gentle- 
woman from Rochester for yielding me 
this time. 

At this juncture, I would like to, 
Madam Speaker, yield 2 minutes to our 
hardworking colleague from Harrison 
Township, Michigan (Mrs. MILLER). 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Madam Speaker, I rise in very strong 
support of this rule, because we do need 
to act to support our domestic auto in- 
dustry, and failure to act by Congress 
on bridge loans to our domestic auto 
industry will have catastrophic effects 
on our workers, on our economy, as 
well as our national security. Inaction 
is simply not an option. 

In recent years, the domestic auto in- 
dustry has been undergoing significant 
restructuring in an effort to become 
more competitive with foreign auto- 
makers. More needs to be done cer- 
tainly, but to suggest that nothing has 
been done is inaccurate and does not 
recognize the significant sacrifices 
made by workers and the tough deci- 
sions made by the Big Three. 
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They are also changing their product 
mix to better reflect the current mar- 
ketplace demand for more fuel efficient 
vehicles. It is not Toyota that offers 
the most models that get over 30 miles 
per gallon. It is General Motors. It is 
not Honda that makes the highest 
mileage SUV in the world. It is Ford 
with the Ford Escape. 

We cannot forget the domestic auto 
industry and what they have meant to 
America. In fact, during World War II, 
southeast Michigan was known as the 
“arsenal of democracy" because we lit- 
erally had the manufacturing capa- 
bility that led the world to peace by 
building those armaments, and we ex- 
panded freedom across the globe. 

Then on September 11, 2001, that hor- 
rific day when the terrorists murdered 
nearly 3,000 of our fellow Americans, 
they had an additional goal, and that 
was to destroy our economy. At that 
time, while the Federal Government 
was properly providing bailout support 
to the devastated airlines, it was the 
domestic auto industry, led by General 
Motors and their Keep America Rolling 
Program, which kept customers in the 
showrooms, workers on the factory 
floors, and did indeed keep America 
rolling. 

The cost to our economy of failure of 
one or more of these companies will be 
stark. Experts have indicated that this 
would cause a cascade of bankruptcies 
across the economy and lead to the loss 
of as many as 3 million jobs. The cost 
of this calamity to the taxpayers would 
be multiple times greater than the cost 
of these bridge loans. 

Madam Speaker, I ask my colleagues 
to look beyond the super-heated rhet- 
oric here and support me in joining 
this rule and this vital industry. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, at 
this time I am very happy to yield 3 
minutes to our hardworking former 
Rules Committee colleague, the gen- 
tleman from Marietta, Georgia (Mr. 
GINGREY). 

Mr. GINGREY. I thank my former 
chairman of the Rules Committee, the 
ranking member from California, and 
also I want to thank the current chair- 
woman of the Rules Committee for her 
courtesy in granting our side an addi- 
tional 5 minutes. 

I rise, Madam Speaker, in opposition 
to the same-day rule, but primarily in 
opposition to the underlying legisla- 
tion, H.R. 7321, the Auto Industry Fi- 
nancing and Restructuring Act. 

This bill gives a bailout. I don’t know 
any other way to put it. You can 
euphemistically say it is a “rescue 
package" or whatever, but it's а bail- 
out. It is à bailout for one particular 
industry, albeit а very important in- 
dustry, lots of jobs. 

But in my district, the 11th of Geor- 
gia, we have a lot of textile manufac- 
turing, and they desperately need help. 
There was language in the Colombian 
Free Trade Agreement that helped the 
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textile industry in northwest Georgia. 
But the Democratic majority, this ma- 
jority, will not allow that bill, that 
trade agreement, bilateral trade agree- 
ment to pass. And you know why, 
Madam Speaker? Because Big Labor 
opposes it. 

In this situation that we are dealing 
with now, Big Labor is the entity that 
gains the most from this, and yet they 
are the ones that, in my opinion, 
Madam Speaker, are wrecking the 
automobile industry in the United 
States. When their average cost per 
hour is $77 when the foreign manufac- 
turers that employ the United States 
productive workers can do it for $45 an 
hour, there is something wrong with 
that. 

The solution to this problem is a 
Structured bankruptcy just like Delta 
went through in my State of Georgia. 
It was painful, yes, but they are flying 
and are regaining profitability. I would 
trust a bankruptcy judge, a Federal 
bankruptcy judge under chapter 11, 
more than I would trust a czarina or 
czar doing it by the Federal Govern- 
ment. 

I think clearly that is what they 
ought to do, restructure under Federal 
bankruptcy chapter 11, lower those 
costs, renegotiate those contracts and 
deal with the creditors to take less 
than 100 percent of the debt. Then, if it 
doesn’t work, the automobile manufac- 
turers can come back to Congress and 
ask for some additional help. That 
would make sense. But right now, the 
thing for them to do is to restructure 
under chapter 11. 

By the way, Madam Speaker, when 
they do that, management as well as 
labor needs to take a haircut, a signifi- 
cant haircut, in fact maybe even a flat- 
top or a buzz. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, at 
this time I am happy to yield 1 minute 
to our very good friend from Grand- 
father Community, North Carolina 
(Ms. FOXX). 

Ms. FOXX. I thank my colleague for 
giving credit to that great area where 
I live. 

I drive GM cars. Everybody in my 
family drives GM cars. My daughter 
has Ford cars. So we are very sympa- 
thetic. I have a lot of great friends who 
are automobile dealers, and I love 
them. They have been very kind to me 
over the years. We are good friends. 

But, folks, this is the wrong direction 
to go. We do not need to be bailing out 
the domestic auto manufacturers. And 
I am opposed to this same-day rule. 
There is an old saying: ‘‘Act in haste 
and repent at leisure," and that is what 
we are going to do. 

We had another bailout here a couple 
of months ago. It was misunderstood, I 
think, as the only option that we had, 
and people said you got to vote, you 
got to vote, you got to do it. That bail- 
out has turned out to be a disaster be- 
cause we were pushed into it. Things 
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didn’t go through regular order. 
didn’t have time to debate. 

We have alternatives here. AS my 
friend from Georgia said, let the com- 
panies go bankrupt. Let them reorga- 
nize. This is not a bailout of the domes- 
tic automobile manufacturers so much 
as it is a bailout of the unions. 

And they are not the only manufac- 
turers. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman from North 
Carolina has expired. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, I am 
happy to yield my friend an additional 
30 seconds. 

Ms. FOXX. My colleague from Michi- 
gan so eloquently stated that we won 
World War II because of the strong 
manufacturing base we had in this 
country. But these domestic car manu- 
facturers are not the only base that we 
have. We have a great manufacturing 
base. 

And I am opposed to the Federal Gov- 
ernment creating the czar position too. 
When in the world has the Federal Gov- 
ernment ever done anything better 
than the private sector? Never, that I 
know of. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, may I 
inquire of my very good friend from 
Rochester one more time if she might 
consider yielding maybe an additional 
5 minutes. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I am sorry, Mr. 
DREIER, but I cannot. 

Mr. DREIER. Okay, thank you. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. May I ask if the 
gentleman is prepared to close. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, let me 
just ask my friend, there are no speak- 
ers at all on the other side of the aisle 
other than the words of wisdom that 
we are going to be getting from our dis- 
tinguished committee Chair. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. There are no fur- 
ther speakers on our side. 

Mr. DREIER. I anxiously look for- 
ward to those words of wisdom, and, 
pending that, I am going to yield my- 
self the balance of the time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman from California is recognized 
for 6 minutes. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, we are 
dealing with what is arguably one of 
the most difficult and challenging eco- 
nomic times in modern American his- 
tory. We have seen the loss of hundreds 
of thousands of jobs over the past sev- 
eral months. President-elect Obama 
has predicted that we are going to see 
more difficult days ahead than we have 
already faced, and the American people 
want us to act and they want us to do 
the right thing. 

We all know that the automobile in- 
dustry is a very, very important sector 
of the U.S. economy. It is one of the 
most important. We know that the 
housing industry is a very important 
sector of the U.S. economy. Just today, 
I have introduced legislation which is 
designed to encourage people to pur- 
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chase homes by developing an incen- 
tive for them to have equity in those 
homes, because we have a huge backlog 
of homes that need to be sold all across 
this country. The measure calls for a 
tax credit, in fact a refundable credit, 
for people who make a 10 to 15 percent 
down payment on their home. 

Now, why is that the case that we are 
offering this legislation? It is the fact 
that, unfortunately, because of bad 
government policy, and I underscore 
that again, bad government policy, we 
have encouraged people through 
subprime mortgages, the CRA, through 
abuse of Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac 
as we saw in yesterday’s hearing, we 
have encouraged people who could not 
afford it to get into homes way, way 
beyond their means, by putting noth- 
ing down, and at the same time paying 
subprime interest rates which were 
clearly going to be going up at a day in 
the future. So bad government policy 
created that, in large part because peo- 
ple didn’t have equity in their homes. 

That is why, to deal with this very 
important housing challenge, I have 
today introduced this legislation that 
provides a credit for people who will 
put a down payment and have a vested 
interest in their home and keep that 
home for at least 3 years. 
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Im talking about that, Madam 
Speaker, because we need to use cre- 
ative measures to deal with the chal- 
lenges that we face today. I also be- 
lieve that, as we look at this challenge 
of the automobile industry, we need to 
do the exact same thing. 

This morning I met with a man 
named John Symes, who, in the next 
couple of weeks, will see his auto- 
mobile dealership mark its 60th anni- 
versary. They're located in Pasadena, 
California. Mr. Symes and I talked 
about the need for us to, again, look at 
creative ways in which we can encour- 
age, through tax incentives, possibly а 
credit similar to the one that I just in- 
troduced today in the housing industry 
to deal with the backlog of auto- 
mobiles that need to be purchased; so, 
rather than focusing on bailing out the 
industry, the idea of incentivizing our 
fellow Americans to get into the show- 
rooms to have an opportunity to have 
some kind of credit, whether it's, once 
again, providing an interest deduction 
on the deduction for the interest on 
auto loans or the sales tax deduction, 
those kind of incentives, or some kind 
of credit. We're in the process of fash- 
ioning legislation that I will be intro- 
ducing soon to deal with that. I know 
that there are other measures that 
have been proposed. 

We need, Madam Speaker, to have а 
creative way to empower our fellow 
Americans, rather than all of а sudden 
taxing our fellow Americans and going 
through and expanding what is already 
existing today, and that is what I will 
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describe as ‘‘bailout fatigue" among 
our fellow Americans. And it's very, 
very understandable. And the notion of 
having the Federal Government con- 
tinue to expand more and more and 
more is just plain wrong. 

I believe that we dealt with this 
issue, in part, with the measure that 
we passed in October. It was designed 
to thaw the frozen credit markets. And 
SO à big part of that was for us to do 
everything that we could to unleash 
that. And I believe that if we had not 
passed that measure that we would be 
in more dire straits than we face today. 

So we've already taken a step in try- 
ing to ensure that people can get into 
those showrooms. I do believe that 
more needs to be done, but I don't be- 
lieve this is it. 

And as I said in my remarks earlier, 
Madam Speaker, I also think that the 
indication that we had on April 10 of 
this year that we were going to have an 
opportunity, in à lame duck session, 
which is where we are today, to pry 
open the very, very important market 
of our strongest, closest ally on the 
South American continent, that being 
Colombia, 40 million consumers there, 
So that we can sell Caterpillar tractors 
manufactured by U.S. workers, hard- 
working Americans, in the State of Il- 
linois and in other States, or Whirlpool 
refrigerators and washing machines 
and dryers that could be sold into Co- 
lombia creating jobs in Ohio; and we 
regularly hear our colleagues from 
Ohio and other parts of the country 
talk about the fact that so many of our 
fellow Americans have lost jobs. This 
agreement would do just that. 

Colombian goods can be sold tariff- 
free in the United States today, Madam 
Speaker, coffee, cut flowers, other 
things that come in from Colombia tar- 
iff-free, so they've already got access 
to the American consumer. All we're 
saying is that when last spring we, for 
the first time ever, subverted the 1974 
Trade Act, we have a chance to rectify 
that today. 

I urge my colleagues to vote “по” on 
this martial-law rule and, when we get 
to it ultimately, since I suspect it will 
pass, I urge a “по” vote on the next 
rule and the underlying legislation. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal- 
ance of my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, I 
urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the previous ques- 
tion and on the rule. 

I yield back the balance of my time, 
and move the previous question on the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 


on 


December 10, 2008 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro- 
ceedings on this question will be post- 
poned. 


——— Qu — 


REPORT ON RESOLUTION PRO- 
VIDING FOR CONSIDERATION OF 
H.R. 7321, AUTO INDUSTRY FI- 
NANCING AND RESTRUCTURING 
ACT 


Ms. SLAUGHTER, from the Com- 
mittee on Rules, submitted a privi- 
leged report (Rept. No. 110-922) on the 
resolution (H. Res. 1534) providing for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 7321) to 
authorize financial assistance to eligi- 
ble automobile manufacturers, and for 
other purposes, which was referred to 
the House Calendar and ordered to be 
printed. 


E E 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: ordering the previous question 
on House Resolution 1533, by the yeas 
and nays; adoption of House Resolution 
1538, if ordered; approval of the Jour- 
nal, de novo. 

This first electronic vote will be con- 
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining 
electronic votes will be conducted as 5- 
minute votes. 


ee 


WAIVING REQUIREMENT OF 
CLAUSE 6(a) OF RULE XIII WITH 
RESPECT TO CONSIDERATION OF 
CERTAIN RESOLUTIONS 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un- 
finished business is the vote on order- 
ing the previous question on House 
Resolution 1533, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The vote was taken by electronic de- 
vice, and there were—yeas 224, nays 
174, not voting 35, as follows: 

[Roll No. 684] 


YEAS—224 
Abercrombie Blumenauer Chandler 
Ackerman Boren Childers 
Allen Boswell Clarke 
Altmire Boyd (FL) Clay 
Andrews Boyda (KS) Cleaver 
Arcuri Brady (PA) Clyburn 
Baca Braley (IA) Cohen 
Baird Brown, Corrine Conyers 
Baldwin Butterfield Cooper 
Barrow Camp (MI) Costello 
Bean Capps Courtney 
Becerra Capuano Cramer 
Berkley Cardoza Crowley 
Berman Carnahan Cuellar 
Berry Carson Cummings 
Bishop (GA) Castor Davis (AL) 
Bishop (NY) Cazayoux Davis (CA) 


Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ellsworth 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Foster 
Frank (MA) 
Fudge 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 
(TX) 
Johnson (GA) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 


Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 
Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Campbell (CA) 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carney 
Carter 


Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 

Levin 

Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 

Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Michaud 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 

Olver 

Ortiz 

Pascrell 
Pastor 

Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 

Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 


NAYS—174 


Castle 

Chabot 

Coble 

Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Drake 

Dreier 

Duncan 

Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Fallin 

Feeney 
Ferguson 
Flake 

Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
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Ruppersberger 

Rush 

Ryan (OH) 

Salazar 

Sanchez, Linda 

T: 

Sanchez, Loretta 

Sarbanes 

Schakowsky 

Schiff 

Schwartz 

Scott (GA) 

Scott (VA) 

Serrano 

Sestak 

Shea-Porter 

Sherman 

Shuler 

Sires 

Skelton 

Slaughter 

Smith (WA) 

Solis 

Souder 

Space 

Speier 

Spratt 

Stark 

Stupak 

Sutton 

Tanner 

Tauscher 

Taylor 

Thompson (CA) 

Thompson (MS) 

Tierney 

Towns 

Tsongas 

Udall (CO) 

Udall (NM) 

Upton 

Van Hollen 

Velazquez 

Visclosky 

Walz (MN) 

Wasserman 
Schultz 

Waters 

Watt 

Waxman 

Weiner 

Welch (VT) 

Wexler 

Wilson (OH) 

Woolsey 

Wu 

Yarmuth 

Young (AK) 


Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 

Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
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Lungren, Daniel Pence Sessions 

E. Petri Shadegg 
Mack Pitts Shimkus 
Manzullo Platts Shuster 
Marchant Poe Simpson 
McCarthy (CA) Porter Smith (NE) 
McCaul (TX) Price (GA) Smith (NJ) 
McCrery Putnam Smith (TX) 
McHenry Radanovich Stearns 
McHugh Ramstad Sullivan 
McKeon Regula Terry 
McMorris Rehberg Thornberry 

Rodgers Reichert Tiahrt 
Melancon Reynolds Tiberi 
Mica Rogers (AL) Turner 
Miller (FL) Rogers (KY) Walden (OR) 
Mitchell Rogers (MI) Walsh (NY) 
Moran (KS) Ros-Lehtinen Wamp 
Murphy, Tim Roskam Weller 
Musgrave Royce Westmoreland 
Myrick Ryan (WI) Whitfield (KY) 
Neugebauer Sali Wilson (SC) 
Nunes Saxton Wittman (VA) 
Paul Scalise Wolf 
Pearce Schmidt Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—35 

Boucher Hastings (FL) Pryce (OH) 
Cannon Hooley Renzi 
Costa Jefferson Rohrabacher 
Cubin Johnson, E. B. Sensenbrenner 
Delahunt Jones (NC) Shays 
Doolittle Keller Snyder 
EER е nie TA Tancredo 

manue.: ч 
Everett Miller, Gary rr 

atson 
Fossella Pallone Weldon (FL) 
Gilchrest Peterson (PA) B 
Gutierrez Pickering Wilson (NM) 
1547 
Messrs. PLATTS, HELLER of Ne- 


vada, SULLIVAN and SMITH of Ne- 
braska changed their vote from “уеа” 
to “пау.” 

Mr. CAMP of Michigan changed his 
vote from “пау” to “yea.” 

So the previous question was ordered. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
question is on the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 
5-minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de- 
vice, and there were—yeas 226, nays 
169, not voting 38, as follows: 

[Roll No. 685] 


The 


on 


YEAS—226 
Abercrombie Brady (PA) Courtney 
Ackerman Braley (IA) Cramer 
Allen Brown, Corrine Crowley 
Altmire Butterfield Cuellar 
Andrews Camp (MI) Cummings 
Arcuri Capps Davis (AL) 
Baca Capuano Davis (CA) 
Baird Cardoza Davis (IL) 
Baldwin Carnahan Davis, Lincoln 
Barrow Carson DeFazio 
Bean Castor DeGette 
Becerra Cazayoux DeLauro 
Berkley Chandler Dicks 
Berman Childers Dingell 
Berry Clarke Doggett 
Bishop (GA) Clay Donnelly 
Bishop (NY) Cleaver Doyle 
Blumenauer Clyburn Edwards (TX) 
Boren Cohen Ellsworth 
Boswell Conyers Engel 
Boyd (FL) Cooper Eshoo 
Boyda (KS) Costello Etheridge 
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Farr 

Fattah 

Filner 

Foster 

Frank (MA) 
Fudge 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 

Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 

Hall (NY) 

Hare 

Harman 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 

Hil 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 


Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 
(TX) 
Johnson (GA) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 

Klein (FL) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
LaHood 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 

Levin 

Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 


Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 
Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Campbell (CA) 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 


Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 

Olver 

Ortiz 

Pascrell 
Pastor 

Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 

Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Ross 

Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 

Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 


NAYS—169 


Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Drake 

Dreier 

Duncan 

Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Fallin 

Feeney 
Ferguson 
Flake 

Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gingrey 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 

Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 

Heller 
Hensarling 
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Sanchez, Linda 
T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velazquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 
Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 


Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kline (MN) 
Lamborn 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 
E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
MeMorris 
Rodgers 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 


Mitchell Reichert Smith (NJ) 
Moran (KS) Reynolds Smith (TX) 
Murphy, Tim Rogers (AL) Stearns 
Musgrave Rogers (KY) Sullivan 
Myrick Rogers (MI) Terry 
Neugebauer Ros-Lehtinen Thornberry 
Nunes Roskam Tiahrt 
Paul Royce : А 
Реагсе Ryan (WI) Ше 
Pence Sali Walden (OR) 
Petri Saxton 
Pitts Scalise Walsh (NY) 
Platts Schmidt Wamp 
Poe Sessions Weller 
Porter Shadegg Westmoreland 
Price (GA) Shimkus Whitfield (KY) 
Putnam Shuler Wilson (SC) 
Radanovich Shuster Wittman (VA) 
Regula Simpson Wolf 
Rehberg Smith (NE) 

NOT VOTING—38 
Boucher Gutierrez Pickering 
Cannon Hastings (FL) Pryce (OH) 
Costa Herger Renzi 
Cubin Hooley Rohrabacher 
Delahunt Jefferson Sensenbrenner 
Doolittle Johnson, E. B. Shays 
Edwards (MD) Jones (NC) Snyder 
Ellison Keller Tancredo 
Emanuel Kirk Walberg 
Everett Kuhl (NY) Watson 
Fossella Miller, Gary 
Gilchrest Pallone Weldon (FL) 
Gohmert Peterson (PA) Wilson (NM) 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are less than 2 min- 
utes remaining on this vote. 
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So the resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 


EE 


CONGRATULATING THE HONOR- 
ABLE VIC SNYDER ON THE 
BIRTH OF HIS CHILDREN 


(Mr. ROSS asked and was given per- 
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. ROSS. Madam Speaker, I rise to 
make a good-news announcement. 

I’m joined today by the Arkansas 
congressional delegation, minus one, 
and the one that’s not with us today is 
Congressman VIC SNYDER from Little 
Rock. And the reason he is not is we 
are pleased to announce that yesterday 
morning, Vic and his wife, Betsy, and 
their son, Penn, were pleased to wel- 
come into this world newborn triplets. 
The three-member Snyder family has 
now grown by three, and they welcome 
Aubrey at 3 pounds, 15 ounces; Wyatt 
at 4 pounds, 10 ounces; and Sullivan at 
4 pounds, 15 ounces. They are all doing 
well, and they expect to remain in the 
hospital for about 3 weeks. 

Please keep VIC, Betsy and Penn in 
your hearts and prayers. 


ee 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, 5-minute voting will con- 
tinue. 

There was no objection. 
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THE JOURNAL 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the unfin- 
ished business is the question on agree- 
ing to the Speaker’s approval of the 
Journal, which the Chair will put de 
novo. 

The question is on the Speaker’s ap- 
proval of the Journal. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Madam Speaker, I 
demand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. This is a 
56-minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de- 
vice, and there were—ayes 215, noes 170, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 47, as 


follows: 


[Roll No. 686] 


AYES—215 
Abercrombie Feeney McCollum (MN) 
Ackerman Filner McDermott 
Allen Foster McGovern 
Altmire Frank (MA) McIntyre 
Andrews Fudge McNerney 
Baca Gerlach McNulty 
Baird Giffords Meek (FL) 
Baldwin Gillibrand Meeks (NY) 
Barrow Gonzalez Melancon 
Bean Goodlatte Michaud 
Becerra Gordon Miller (NC) 
Berkley Green, Al Miller, George 
Berman Green, Gene Mollohan 
Berry Grijalva Moore (KS) 
Bishop (GA) Hall (NY) Moore (WI) 
Bishop (NY) Hare Moran (VA) 
Blumenauer Harman Murphy (CT) 
Boren Herseth Sandlin Murphy, Patrick 
Boswell Higgins Murtha 
Boyd (FL) Hinchey Nadler 
Boyda (KS) Hinojosa Napolitano 
Brady (PA) Hirono Neal (MA) 
Braley (IA) Hodes Oberstar 
Brown, Corrine Holden Obey 
Capps Holt Olver 
Capuano Honda Ortiz 
Carnahan Hoyer Pascrell 
Carson Inslee Pastor 
Castor Israel Payne 
Cazayoux Jackson (IL) Perlmutter 
Chandler Jackson-Lee Pomeroy 
Childers (TX) Price (NC) 
Clarke Johnson (GA) Rahall 
Clay Johnson (IL) Rangel 
Cleaver Kagen Reyes 
Clyburn Kanjorski Richardson 
Cohen Kaptur Rodriguez 
Conyers Kennedy Ross 
Cooper Kildee Rothman 
Courtney Kilpatrick Roybal-Allard 
Cramer Kind Ruppersberger 
Crowley Klein (FL) Rush 
Cuellar Kucinich Ryan (OH) 
Cummings Lampson Salazar 
Davis (AL) Langevin Sánchez, Linda 
Davis (CA) Larsen (WA) T. 
Davis, Lincoln Larson (CT) Sanchez, Loretta 
DeFazio Lee Sarbanes 
DeGette Levin Saxton 
DeLauro Lewis (CA) Schakowsky 
Dent Lewis (GA) Schiff 
Dicks Lipinski Scott (GA) 
Dingell Loebsack Scott (VA) 
Doggett Lofgren, Zoe Sestak 
Donnelly Lowey Shea-Porter 
Doyle Lynch Sherman 
Edwards (MD) Mahoney (FL) Shuler 
Edwards (TX) Maloney (NY) Sires 
Engel Markey Skelton 
Eshoo Marshall Slaughter 
Etheridge Matheson Smith (WA) 
Farr Matsui Solis 
Fattah McCarthy (NY) Space 
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Speier 

Stark 

Sutton 

Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 

Towns 


Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Arcuri 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 
Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Deal (GA) 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Fallin 
Ferguson 
Flake 


Tsongas 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velazquez 
Visclosky 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 
Schultz 


NOES—170 


Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gingrey 
Goode 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hill 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Latta 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lungren, Daniel 
E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
MeMorris 
Rodgers 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Mitchell 
Moran (KS) 
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Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Wu 
Yarmuth 


Murphy, Tim 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 

Paul 

Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Petri 

Pitts 

Platts 

Poe 

Porter 
Price (GA) 
Putnam 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 

Sali 

Scalise 
Schmidt 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walden (OR) 
Wamp 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 

Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 


ANSWERED “‘PRESENT’’—1 


Boucher 
Butterfield 
Cannon 
Cardoza 
Costa 
Costello 
Cubin 
Davis (IL) 
Delahunt 
Doolittle 
Ellison 
Emanuel 
Everett 
Fossella 
Gilchrest 
Gutierrez 


Gohmert 


Hastings (FL) 
Hooley 
Jefferson 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (NC) 
Keller 

Kirk 

Kuhl (NY) 
Lucas 

Miller, Gary 
Pallone 
Peterson (PA) 
Pickering 
Pryce (OH) 
Radanovich 
Renzi 
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NOT VOTING—47 


Rohrabacher 
Ryan (WI) 
Schwartz 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 

Shays 

Snyder 

Spratt 
Tancredo 
Walberg 
Watson 
Weldon (FL) 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Woolsey 


So the Journal was approved. 


The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 


PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 7321, AUTO INDUSTRY FI- 
NANCING AND RESTRUCTURING 
ACT 


Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
by direction of the Committee on 
Rules, I call up House Resolution 1534 
and ask for its immediate consider- 
ation. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol- 
lows: 

H. RES. 1534 

Resolved, That upon the adoption of this 
resolution it shall be in order to consider in 
the House the bill (H.R. 7321) to authorize fi- 
nancial assistance to eligible automobile 
manufacturers, and for other purposes. All 
points of order against the bill and against 
its consideration are waived. The bill shall 
be considered as read. The previous question 
shall be considered as ordered on the bill and 
any amendment thereto to final passage 
without intervening motion except: (1) One 
hour of debate equally divided and controlled 
by the chairman and ranking minority mem- 
ber of the Committee on Financial Services; 
(2) the amendment printed in the report of 
the Committee on Rules accompanying this 
resolution, if offered by Representative 
LaTourette of Ohio or his designee, which 
shall be in order without intervention of any 
point of order, shall be considered as read, 
shall be separately debatable for 10 minutes 
equally divided and controlled by the pro- 
ponent and an opponent, and shall not be 
subject to a demand for a division of the 
question; and (3) one motion to recommit 
with or without instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 7321 
pursuant to this resolution, notwithstanding 
the operation of the previous question, the 
Chair may postpone further consideration of 
the bill to such time as may be designated by 
the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tlewoman from New York is recognized 
for 1 hour. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
for the purpose of debate only, I yield 
the customary 30 minutes to the gen- 
tleman from California (Mr. DREIER). 
All time yielded during consideration 
of the rule is for debate only. 

Madam Speaker, I yield myself such 
time as I may consume and ask unani- 
mous consent that all Members may be 
given 5 legislative days in which to re- 
vise and extend their remarks on House 
Resolution 1534. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle- 
woman from New York? 

'There was no objection. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, 
H. Res. 1354 provides for consideration 
of H.R. 7321, the Auto Industry Financ- 
ing and Restructuring Act. 

Madam Speaker, once again we find 
ourselves meeting under dire cir- 
cumstances: a shaky stock market, the 
highest unemployment rate in decades, 
the greatest financial crisis we have 
Seen in generations. 

Of all the industries that contribute 
to our economy, the automobile indus- 
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try has been hit particularly hard. The 
steep decline in auto sales emerged 
this past summer when gas prices rose 
to record-breaking levels and the deep- 
ening economic recession further re- 
duced consumer demand for auto- 
mobiles. Now sales have fallen to the 
lowest rate in 25 years. 

The global economic crisis has the 
American auto industry facing an un- 
precedented liquidity shortfall that 
threatens their viability. Should this 
industry continue its stark descent, or 
in the worst case scenario fail, it would 
have a devastating effect on our Na- 
tion’s workforce as well as our overall 
prospects for economic recovery. 

Madam Speaker, the U.S. automobile 
industry is one of the largest sectors of 
our economy. Auto companies directly 
or indirectly support over 4 million 
American jobs and provide nearly 1 
million retirees with pension and 
health care benefits. In western New 
York alone, the auto industry supports 
over 12,000 workers and 13,000 retirees, 
and the failure of major auto compa- 
nies could cause generations of auto 
workers to lose their hard-earned pen- 
sions and health care while causing the 
current livelihood of workers to lose 
their jobs. It would also threaten the 
auto suppliers, the dealers, and other 
related businesses, a domino effect that 
would certainly cripple our economy. 
Furthermore, if the auto industry col- 
lapses, experts estimate the U.S. trade 
deficit would grow by over $109 billion 
or 15.6 percent. 

Mr. Speaker, quite simply, America 
cannot afford to let Detroit fail. The 
auto industry is the backbone of Amer- 
ican manufacturing, and should it un- 
ravel, all the government’s work to- 
wards stabilizing the financial markets 
would be in vain. It is in our country’s 
best interest, as we work to pull our- 
selves out of this recession, to ensure 
that our auto industry remains viable 
and competitive. 

For this reason Democrats have met 
this administration at the table to 
work toward a solution to stabilize this 
industry. The bill before us today is an 
important bipartisan step in helping to 
address the crisis that is afflicting not 
only the auto industry but American 
families from coast to coast. 

Our goal with this loan package is to 
strengthen and to restructure the auto 
industry and to ensure viability before 
the crisis further impacts Main Street. 
Since talks began, Democrats have 
fought for key measures to protect the 
American taxpayers. When the auto- 
makers first requested funding, Demo- 
crats told them to come back with a 
plan to show us how they would re- 
structure the industry in order to 
achieve the viability necessary to 
repay the loan. The package before us 
today now includes several key over- 
sight provisions. By making $14 billion 
available in already appropriated 
loans, the bill will provide a needed 
boost to the overall economy. 
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Mr. Speaker, what happens to the 
U.S. auto industry affects us all. The 
three car companies, for example, pur- 
chased $156 billion in parts, materials, 
and services last year. Supporting jobs 
in all 50 States, the bill preserves the 
jobs of 355,000 workers in the United 
States directly employed by auto in- 
dustry and an additional 4.5 million 
Americans working in related indus- 
tries. 

The bill contains stringent taxpayer 
protections, including authorizing our 
government to take equity stakes in 
the company through stock warrants 
so that taxpayers can benefit if the 
firms profit and if the value of their 
shares increases in the future. It con- 
tains strong, independent oversight 
provisions with oversight by both the 
Government Accountability Office and 
the Inspector General overseeing the 
TARP financial rescue funds. It pro- 
hibits carmakers receiving loans from 
owning or leasing corporate jets, and it 
prohibits senior executives from re- 
ceiving bonuses or ‘‘golden parachute" 
severance packages. 

The bill requires the companies to re- 
structure or repay the loans. To ensure 
the companies restructure to achieve 
viability, increase fuel efficiency, and 
reduce emissions, the car czar can re- 
quire immediate repayment of the loan 
if the company has not made adequate 
progress by February 15 in developing a 
long-term restructuring plan. Compa- 
nies will not get Federal assistance if 
they fail to submit an acceptable re- 
structuring plan by March 31. 

Importantly, the bill requires shared 
sacrifice. Auto executives, employees, 
labor unions, dealers, suppliers, credi- 
tors, and shareholders should and will 
all participate in the restructuring ef- 
forts. 

The end result will be a vibrant and 
competitive U.S. auto industry that 
pursues the aggressive production of 
energy-efficient advanced technology 
vehicles and thrives in the 21st century 
global marketplace. 

By insisting on transparency and ac- 
countability, Congress is ensuring that 
the auto industry is held accountable 
for this loan and that American tax- 
payers will get their money back. 

We are grateful also for the work of 
Congresswoman SUTTON of Ohio and 
Congressman LATOURETTE from Ohio, 
who has presented а good amendment 
pertaining to transparency to go along 
with this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, we have an obligation 
to take action today, not to simply 
save the automobile industry but to 
protect the millions of hardworking 
men and women across America whose 
jobs depend on it. We have a responsi- 
bility to take action for the line work- 
er іп Detroit who works hard every day 
just to put food on the table for his 
family or her family. We have a respon- 
Sibility to the retiree who depends on 
the pension she earned or he earned 
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through decades of hard work and now 
relies on it to survive. We have a re- 
sponsibility to countless American 
families across this great Nation whose 
livelihoods depend on the auto industry 
whether they realize it or not. And un- 
less we act, the well-being of millions 
will be on the line. From plants to 
parks, dealerships to driveways, and 
gas stations to grocery stores, what 
happens in the automotive industry 
impacts us all. 

Mr. Speaker, we face some daunting 
challenges on our path to economic re- 
covery, but this is a necessary step to 
build a brighter tomorrow. We know all 
too well the consequences of failure, 
which is why it’s critical that we pass 
this package to help get U.S. auto 
manufacturers back on their feet so 
they can be competitive and viable in 
the years ahead. Revitalizing American 
automakers is not only essential to our 
economic and national security, it is 
vital to our fragile economy. And that 
is why the Democrat-led Congress is 
doing everything possible to ensure 
America keeps working and that gov- 
ernment keeps working for America. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, let me 
begin by expressing my appreciation to 
my good friend from Rochester, the 
very distinguished and able Chair of 
the Committee on Rules, Ms. SLAUGH- 
TER, for yielding me the customary 30 
minutes, and with that I yield myself 
such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I am in strong opposi- 
tion to this rule and the underlying 
legislation. We have a very, very seri- 
ous economic crisis in this country, as 
we all know. The crisis is demanding 
decisive action on the part of this Con- 
gress. The American people are expect- 
ing us to take action to try to mitigate 
the suffering that is there today. But 
we also have to be very smart about 
what it is that we do. Hundreds of 
thousands of workers have already lost 
their jobs or on the brink of losing 
their jobs. Hundreds of thousands of 
families have already lost their homes 
or are on the brink of losing their 
homes. We have a profound responsi- 
bility to make prudent decisions that 
will help to spur new economic growth, 
create new good jobs for American 
workers, and to strengthen the vitality 
of our economy. We need to restore 
that strengthened vitality that has 
been there and we know is going to 
come back, and it will come back 
quickly if we do the right thing. 

But rushing into an ill-conceived 
bailout of an industry that has not yet 
proven it has а viable plan to remain 
solvent and competitive with the help 
of the taxpayer dollars of hardworking 
Americans who are suffering today 
won't save a single job. It won't save à 
single job. And you can look across the 
spectrum of Democrats and Repub- 
licans alike who have made it very 
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clear that they don’t believe that there 
is a viable plan that has been put for- 
ward. 

I have to say, Mr. Speaker, that the 
proposed bailout that is before us has 
led many Americans to rightly ques- 
tion where will this end? How many 
bailouts are there going to be? 


1630 


We know that the American people 
are today suffering from what can only 
be described as bailout fatigue. How 
many billions of our taxpayer dollars 
will be spent? What guarantees do we 
have that the money will be spent 
wisely? 

Congress first took action to reverse 
the economic downturn in October. We 
considered a bill that was intended to 
thaw the frozen credit markets and to 
allow the wheels of our economy to 
begin turning again. I was deeply skep- 
tical of that bill, Mr. Speaker, but I did 
support it reluctantly when key provi- 
sions that we fought for were added, 
provisions that banned golden para- 
chutes and ensured scrutiny and ac- 
countability for the program. 

The reason for taking this action, as 
we all know, is very simple. Our econ- 
omy cannot function if the credit mar- 
kets don’t function. This was not a 
matter of picking winners and losers. 
This was not a matter of caring more 
about workers in the financial services 
industry than workers in other indus- 
tries. 

The fact of the matter was that our 
credit markets had frozen up, and this 
was paralyzing our economy across the 
board. Failing to deal with the finan- 
cial industry would have left our entire 
economy crippled, including the very 
auto companies that are now asking 
for a bailout. A failed credit system 
means no one can get a car loan. The 
financial rescue that we did in October 
was, in fact, an auto industry rescue. 

What has been the impact of that 
bill? Mr. Speaker, we simply do not 
know yet. A $13 trillion economy 
doesn’t exactly turn on a dime. And, as 
we all know, half of the money has 
been utilized so far. 

We also know, based on very impor- 
tant questions raised by the chairman 
of the Financial Services Committee, 
who is here, Mr. FRANK, and Mr. BACH- 
us and others, transparency in this 
whole process has been lacking. 

I am joined with several of my col- 
leagues in the Republican leadership in 
demanding that the Treasury Depart- 
ment provide clear answers on how tax- 
payer dollars have been spent. We are 
fighting to ensure that there is ac- 
countability every step of the way. 
This will be an ongoing process well 
into next year, and we may not know 
the full impact of this bill for many 
months to come. 

It’s quite possible that further re- 
sponsible action to provide assistance 
will be necessary, but the bill before us 
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today asks us to rush into a bailout for 
a single industry with billions more in 
taxpayer dollars on the line. It asks us 
to start picking and choosing winners 
in this very difficult economic time. 

Mr. Speaker, we all have car dealer- 
Ships in our districts. We all have thou- 
sands of constituents whose jobs are di- 
rectly or indirectly tied to the auto in- 
dustry. We know the figure of one in 10 
jobs is tied to the auto industry. 

But before we rush into a costly bail- 
out, we have to consider а few things. 
First, we have to consider whether U.S. 
auto companies are prepared to trans- 
form themselves into an innovative 
and competitive industry. They made 
an attempt to answer this question in 
congressional testimony just last 
week, but they have a very long way to 
£0. A nearly century-old industry 
doesn't transform itself overnight. We 
need a far more convincing plan from 
them on how they will do so in à mat- 
ter of months. 

Second, we need to consider our econ- 
omy at large. Playing favorites with 
one industry over another is а dan- 
gerous game that won't necessarily put 
us back on sound economic footing. 
None of us wants to see autoworkers 
losing their jobs, but neither do we 
want to see workers in other industries 
lose their jobs. Our first and only eco- 
nomic priority should be pursuing а 
pro-growth strategy that provides new 
opportunity throughout our entire 
economy. 

Finally, we have to consider the di- 
verse and complicated landscape of the 
auto industry. The question of what is 
an American car used to be а very sim- 
ple one. That's no longer the case. 

Mr. Speaker, which is more Amer- 
ican? The Ford built in Mexico or the 
BMW built in South Carolina? What 
about the Chevy built with Japanese 
parts and assembled in Canada? How do 
we pick and choose winners in a diverse 
industry that involves foreign invest- 
ment, American workers and a global 
supply chain? 

Is the Toyota plant worker in Ken- 
tucky less valuable to the U.S. econ- 
omy than the Ford worker in Detroit? 
What about the auto parts supplier in 
Illinois that ships to Mitsubishi, Honda 
or Mazda, all of which create jobs right 
here in the United States of America? 

This is a very complicated matter, 
and we must very carefully consider 
the consequences of our picking and 
choosing the winners and the losers. 
We certainly can't resolve the issue ef- 
fectively by simply throwing money at 
our problems. Instead, we should be 
considering better alternatives, like 
creating tax incentives for car pur- 
chases, by enabling Americans to give 
the auto industry a boost so we can re- 
lieve the tax burden on families and 
help all workers in the industry. 

Unfortunately, this rule, like so 
many of the rules that we have seen 
come forward in this Congress, com- 
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pletely shuts out the kind of real de- 
bate that we need. It's their way or the 
highway. 

Unfortunately, their way offers noth- 
ing but wasted billions and false prom- 
ises. 

The American people want to know 
that we are working to restore our 
economy, but they demand that we act 
wisely, spend their tax dollars pru- 
dently and ensure accountability for 
every penny. This bill fails on all three 
of those counts. 

I urge my colleagues to reject this 
rule and the underlying legislation. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 5 minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts, the chair- 
man of the Financial Services Com- 
mittee, who has worked extremely 
hard on this bill, Mr. FRANK. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, we are about to see the great 
majority of Republicans deliver both 
orally and then, by their votes, à stun- 
ning vote of no confidence—but not in 
the automobile industry—in the Bush 
administration. 

This is a bill that was brought for- 
ward in consultation with President 
Bush and his chief aides. The funding 
mechanism here is one that was in- 
sisted upon by the President. The 
amount of money and the source of the 
money complied entirely with the 
wishes of the Bush administration. 

Now, one set of questions raised 
about this bill has to do with the ad- 
ministration of the TARP Program, 
once again, by the Bush administra- 
tion. I believe that is too harsh. I be- 
lieve we would have been worse off had 
we not passed that. Yes, I have some 
criticisms of it, but let's be very clear. 
This bill takes the Bush administra- 
tion's proposal about how to fund this, 
and in turn gives to the Bush adminis- 
tration now, if it becomes law, signifi- 
cant power to begin the process of re- 
structuring the automobile industry. 

As I said, much of what we heard is a 
lack of confidence in this administra- 
tion. Now, we were told that it's going 
to put à lot of taxpayer money at risk. 
My friend from California said don't 
pick winners and losers. 

Well, may I ask then, Mr. Speaker, 
how we would characterize the decision 
to give well over $100 billion to AIG? 
Were they not а winner in this? If they 
were a loser, I should be such a loser at 
$100 billion. Six plus times as much 
money as being authorized here to be 
lent to the auto industries was lent to 
AIG. 

Is there à certainty that the auto in- 
dustry is going to pay it back? No, no 
more than there is with AIG. In fact, I 
think a little bit more. But AIG, that's 
not an industry, that's а company. 
That one company received over $100 
billion. 

I also disagree with those who would 
вау, as apparently a Republican sub- 
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group says, well, the way to deal with 
that is to take the wages that were 
bargained collectively over time by the 
unions in these three companies and 
drop them to some other level. I don’t 
remember anybody saying, now, we 
have all agreed that CEO compensation 
and money for the top people should be 
restrained. 

But the average worker at AIG 
makes more money than an auto work- 
er. The average worker at Citigroup, 
the recipient, again, of a large amount 
of money, makes more than an auto 
worker. Does anybody remember 
Citigroup being told that as a condi- 
tion of this money they have to get no 
more than a community banker would 
get? That may be a fair standard, but 
why is it only applied to blue-collar 
workers? Why is it that this insistence 
on leveling down the wages of people 
whose companies receive loan funds 
only applies to people who do this 
physical work? 

I agree with the gentleman from 
California. There was a great reason to 
do the financial services bailout, be- 
cause financial services are important, 
and I agree with him as well. That 
helps the auto industry. 

People buy cars on credit. An occa- 
sional buyer will come into an auto 
sales room to buy a car with cash. He 
generally wants bulletproof windows 
and special getaway mechanisms. Most 
people are buying it on credit, and 
that’s because, aS we have said, not 
that they are too big to fail, but too 
interconnected. But so is the auto in- 
dustry. The gentleman himself talked 
about the suppliers elsewhere. This is 
an industry that has an enormous na- 
tionwide impact. 

But, finally, what are we doing here? 
We are lending them $15 billion. We are 
lending them $15 billion that is to be 
repaid, if by March 31 they haven’t 
been able to persuade the new adminis- 
tration’s appointee that they are mak- 
ing very fundamental changes. The bill 
says look for changes from the work- 
ers, but also from the bondholders and 
also from the suppliers and also from 
the dealers. 

Let’s not single out those who work 
with their hands as the only ones who 
might be accused of unjust enrichment, 
because they ain’t rich. So that’s the 
proposal, $15 billion if they can show 
that they are making these reductions. 

By the way, we regret the fact that 
the President insists on taking money 
that we had set aside to help them be- 
come more innovative. We will replen- 
ish that. I think the Speaker deserves 
a great deal of credit for yielding in 
that way, but in a way that would pro- 
tect this point. 

But the $15 billion comes with super 
seniority or very serious collateral. On 
March 31, either this Congress will 
have to vote more money, there is no 
more automatic money, this Congress 
will vote more money, and we will have 
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a chance to make changes in the bill if 
we think it’s necessary, or we will have 
to repay the $15 billion with a great 
deal of seniority in debt preferable to 
any other debtor and with high collat- 
eral. Yes, we are acting quickly. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SERRANO). The time of the gentleman 
has expired. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I yield the gen- 
tleman 175 additional minutes. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. We are 
in a crisis. They were having problems. 
Like a lot of other entities in America, 
including the job market in general 
and banks, the deterioration has been 
more rapid than anyone had antici- 
pated. And, yes, they now face the po- 
tential of financial collapse more 
quickly than anticipated. 

If we had known in September what 
we knew today, we could have begun 
acting back then. What we are doing is 
an interim measure. Fifteen billion 
dollars is à short-term fix, $15 billion 
that will be repaid. It's not the hun- 
dreds of billions that we talk about 
with Citigroup or the over $100 billion 
that we talk about with AIG, it's a lot 
of money, but it's money that will be 
repaid. It gives us а chance, particu- 
larly the new administration and this 
Congress to figure out what can be 
done. If by March 31 it is clear that 
pessimism has prevailed and nothing 
can be done, we will get the $15 billion 
back. 

But, finally, as to the rule, my under- 
standing when I went up to testify be- 
fore the Rules Committee, I was told 
there was one amendment that had 
been offered by the minority, and it 
has been made in order, and I plan to 
vote for it. 

Mr. DREIER. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I yield 
to the gentleman from California. 

Mr. DREIER. I thank my friend for 
yielding. I thank him for his very 
thoughtful statement. 

I would say that the distinguished 
Chair of the Committee on Rules just 
described that amendment as а Demo- 
cratic amendment. She described it as 
the Sutton-LaTourette amendment, 
and so I suspect that—— 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Well, I 
wil now say, Mr. Speaker, that I am 
Sorry I yielded for that bit of trivia. It 
was offered to me as the LaTourette 
amendment. I thought it was а Repub- 
lican amendment. 

You know, at а time when we are all 
trying to get out of here, why we would 
waste time on that kind of trivia I 
don't understand. 

So let me say I believe that given 
that this is à short-term emergency, 
we will have time to reconsider. The 
consequences of defeating this bill 
would be disaster for an economy that 
is already in terribly indecent shape. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my friend from Massachusetts for leav- 
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ing all the trivia to those of us on the 
Rules Committee. 

With that, I am happy to yield a 
minute to my good friend from 
Livonia, Michigan, the Chair of the Re- 
publican Policy Committee, Mr. 
MCCOTTER. 

Mr. McCOTTER. Mr. Speaker, just 
two quick points, one is the funding 
was already brought up by the ranking 
member of Financial Services. We will 
hear a lot from my side of the aisle 
about how much money we are saving 
the taxpayers. 

I would remind those who voted to 
appropriate this into the low-interest 
energy loans to help cover the un- 
funded CAFE mandate that that appro- 
priation is gone. It is either going to go 
to help the auto industry survive a li- 
quidity crisis, or it will be expended 
elsewhere. There is no savings there. 

Secondly, I would like to remind ev- 
eryone in the room that your love for 
the taxpayers should also extend to the 
hardworking men and women, be they 
white collar or blue collar that work in 
the auto industry in the United States, 
that work in the manufacturing sector 
in the United States, and whose social 
costs, through a cavalier and calloused 
approach to bankruptcy, will be borne 
by the very taxpayers of the United 
States, except there will be one dif- 
ference, they will be out of work and 
will no longer be taxpayers. 
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Ms. SLAUGHTER. Let me take 30 
seconds, please, Mr. Speaker, to ex- 
plain this is Mr. LATOURETTE’s amend- 
ment. Mr. LATOURETTE brought it up. I 
mentioned Ms. SUTTON’s name. She is 
Mr. LATOURETTE’s neighbor and his 
friend, and she talked to the Demo- 
crats about it to make Mr. LATOU- 
RETTE in order. 

Iam pleased to yield 4 minutes to the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN). 

Mr. LEVIN. The test isn’t in our 
rhetoric, but what action we propose, 
and for the gentleman from California, 
his action plan is bankruptcy. Bank- 
ruptcy. The suggestion is go into chap- 
ter 11. 

Mr. DREIER. Would the gentleman 
yield for just a moment? I never advo- 
cated bankruptcy. 

Mr. LEVIN. Essentially that is being 
proposed by the minority. 

Mr. DREIER. Well, you concluded 
that, but I never actually said that. 

Mr. LEVIN. By some in the minority. 
They are saying do chapter 11. Mr. 
DREIER, that is bankruptcy. 

Mr. DREIER. I understand that chap- 
ter 11 is bankruptcy, but I am just say- 
ing that I have not advocated that. 

Mr. LEVIN. Many on your side are. 
Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. LEVIN. Yes. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Bank- 
ruptcy has been the primary argument 
I have heard as the preferred alter- 
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native from the Republican Members of 
the committee I chair. 

Mr. LEVIN. And not from all. We 
hope for a bipartisan effort. We worked 
with the White House. It is interesting 
that now we face opposition, though 
the White House has said action is nec- 
essary; the President-elect has said ac- 
tion is necessary; the Speaker has said 
action is necessary; the majority lead- 
er in the Senate has said action is nec- 
essary. And now what many are saying 
on the other side in this House is bank- 
ruptcy, chapter 11. Chapter 11 will lead 
to chapter 7. 

I just want to quote from a few docu- 
ments that say that. A recent study by 
the Anderson Economic Group says, 
“It would be four times more expensive 
for à bankruptcy proceeding than а 
Federal bridge loan.” 

Also J.P. Morgan, I want to read this, 
their analysis: ‘“‘Without government 
support, we believe auto suppliers will 
tighten terms, causing Big Three bank- 
ruptoy filings. Due to а potential sales 
decline апа  fixed-cost absorption 
issues, we expect à chapter 1l reorga- 
nization would rapidly move to liquida- 
tion." 

Look, this is complex. But what isn't 
complex is the essential continuation 
of a domestic auto industry. 

Mr. DREIER says don't play favorites. 
Winners and losers. Doing nothing to 
help the domestic industry is playing 
favorites. 

So I suggest we look at what is in- 
volved here. This bill proposes strong 
oversight. All parties will come to the 
table, all parties, without chapter 11, 
without chapter 7; all parties will be 
brought to the table and taxpayers will 
be protected. 

Let me just say what is at stake 
here. We are talking about millions of 
people. We are talking about people 
who work in the factories and people 
who manage them. We are talking 
about suppliers. If one of the Big Three 
goes down, the supplier network will be 
devastated, and all those who sell auto- 
mobiles and all those who are involved 
indirectly in the economy. 

So I just urge, the time for rhetoric 
is gone. Why is this going so fast, Mr. 
DREIER? It is because there is an inter- 
national economic and national credit 
crisis. Every country that has an auto- 
mobile industry is now helping them. 
Rushing? It doesn't matter whether 
they are conservative or liberal or so- 
cialist; all of the other countries are 
moving to help. 

Mr. DREIER. Will the gentleman be 
willing to yield? I will be happy to 
yield an additional 30 seconds. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. DREIER. I would like to yield 
the gentleman 30 seconds, Mr. Speaker, 
if I might, and I ask him to yield to 
me. 

Mr. LEVIN. Yes. 

Mr. DREIER. I thank my friend for 
yielding. 
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Mr. Speaker, let me just say that I 
believe this notion that you inferred I 
said do nothing is in fact discrimi- 
nating against the domestic auto in- 
dustry. It seems that people did, I am 
happy to say, listen to my statement. 

I advocate taking action that would 
provide à tax credit to get people to 
the showroom so they can in fact pur- 
chase automobiles. 

Mr. LEVIN. Let me take my time 
back, because the main proposal, as 
Mr. FRANK has said, from some on the 
minority side is bankruptcy. Let me 
just finish and I will ask for an addi- 
tional 30 seconds, if I might. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I will be happy to 
yield the gentleman an additional 
minute. 

Mr. LEVIN. Every country with an 
auto industry is helping. You can call 
it rushing. The German Government. 
Mr. DREIER. I believe we are doing 
that in fact by providing incentives to 
get people in the showroom. 

Mr. LEVIN. I didn't yield. Look: 
There is nothing that you proposed 
that would help like а bridge loan so 
the companies would survive, so that 
there could be continued restructuring 
that they have started. 

Germany, the European Commission 
is being requested for $50 billion. This 
bill is $15 billion. Brazil, $3 billion. Ar- 
gentina. Even China, because of this 
credit crunch, is now saying they are 
going to help their industry. 

Essentially what is being proposed by 
those who oppose this is paralysis. We 
need action to help bridge. They have 
Started on restructuring. They have а 
long ways to go. It is up to us to pro- 
vide this bridge to the future. These 
domestic companies are moving on 
electric cars, on hybrids. Don't shut 
them down when they want to move 
ahead. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself 30 seconds to respond to my 
very good friend from Detroit on this 
issue. 

I will say, Mr. Speaker—— 

Mr. LEVIN. I am not from Detroit. I 
am from Michigan. 

Mr. DREIER. Excuse me? 

Mr. LEVIN. I am not from Detroit. I 
am from Michigan. And this is a na- 
tional issue, not a Michigan or Detroit 
issue. 

Mr. DREIER. Okay. I don't know how 
much of my 30 seconds has expired, Mr. 
Speaker, but let me just say in re- 
Sponse that we all recognize the grav- 
ity of this situation. We know how 
very important it is for us to deal with 
this, and I believe we would in fact be 
taking governmental action if we were 
to incentivize our fellow Americans to 
get into showrooms today so they 
would have the kind of incentive that 
is necessary to purchase automobiles. 
So we are advocating taking action. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to yield 2 minutes to my very good 
friend from Harrison Township, Michi- 
gan (Mrs. MILLER). 
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Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, first I would like to as- 
sociate myself with the remarks of my 
colleague from Michigan (Mr. LEVIN) 
and Macomb County. We share a coun- 
ty together. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in very strong 
support of this rule and in very, very 
strong support of the underlying legis- 
lation. Today this House is beginning 
to take action to provide our domestic 
auto industry with a bridge loan to 
help them through these very difficult 
times. 

Some of my colleagues engaged in 
this debate have described this as a 
bridge loan to nowhere. Well, it is my 
opinion that those Members have a 
very bad map, a very, very bad map. In 
fact, these are bridge loans to better 
times, to a stronger auto industry that 
will build the high-tech vehicles of the 
future and will protect millions of good 
jobs in America. 

What Members should know is that 
the road of inaction is a road to eco- 
nomic abyss; the road to the loss of as 
many as 3 million jobs; the road to the 
destruction of the domestic manufac- 
turing base which has formed the arse- 
nal of democracy; a road to a deeper 
and more protracted recession that will 
negatively impact every community 
across this Nation. As was said, this is 
not just a Detroit problem, a Michigan 
problem; this is an American problem. 
And a detour from the bridge loan of 
assistance to the domestic auto indus- 
try to the road of inaction, that is a 
dead end. 

I will choose the bridge to more jobs, 
the bridge to advanced technology, the 
bridge to a vital industry base and to а 
brighter future, and I urge my col- 
leagues to join me on that trip. I urge 
them to support this rule, to support 
the underlying bill, and to demonstrate 
that this Congress does care about 
Main Street, not just Wall Street. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will note that the gentlewoman 
from New York has 10 minutes left and 
the gentleman from California has 1714 
minutes left. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I yield 2 minutes of that time 
to the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. KUCI- 
NICH). 

Mr. KUCINICH. I thank the 
gentlelady. I rise in support of the rule 
and the underlying bill. 

The underlying proposition is this: 
Should the United States have an auto 
manufacturing industry? That is really 
what we are deciding here. Because if 
this rule and/or bill goes down, we are 
faced with an untenable condition 
which will lead to the collapse of our 
automotive making capacity, and, ac- 
cording to some economie policy ana- 
lysts, the elimination of over 3.3 mil- 
lion jobs across the economy, jobs that 
are affected directly and indirectly by 
the automotive industry. 
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Ithink it is important for us to step 
back and look at the context of this. 
Are we intending to stay a great na- 
tion, а world power, or are suddenly we 
retreating from the world stage? Be- 
cause an America without an auto- 
mobile industry is also going to be an 
America without a steel industry. We 
are already seeing our aerospace and 
our shipping industry affected. 

It is time for us to have a national 
economic policy which says that the 
maintenance of automotive, steel, 
aerospace and shipping is vital to our 
national security; not just to our econ- 
omy, but our security. 

Sixty-seven years ago, when the 
United States was attacked, it was 
those industries which enabled us to be 
able to defend ourselves. Now, I am а 
person who stands for peace, but I also 
believe in preparedness. To me, it is 
unthinkable that a United States 
which was able to mobilize its produc- 
tive capacity would suddenly throw it 
away. 

We have to remember that our abil- 
ity to make things is vital to being a 
great nation, and we have to remember 
that this is a moment that we should 
be able to rise to this occasion. It is a 
tragedy just that we have to debate 
something that is a proposition about 
whether or not we remain a strong Na- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I am pleased to 
give the gentleman another minute. 

Mr. KUCINICH. I appreciate that. 

You are actually talking about only 2 
percent of the amount of money given 
for the Wall Street bailout, which I 
spoke against and voted against. This 
is an altogether different proposition. 
We cannot totally reject industrial 
capitalism and remain a great nation. 

There are a lot of questions about fi- 
nance capitalism which the $700 billion 
bailout has brought out. But we have 
to have the ability to make things. 
And we cannot ask auto workers to 
work for nothing. We have to have the 
ability to make things, and we also 
have to have the ability to see auto- 
motive in the scheme of a broader in- 
dustrial policy. 

Let’s remember who we are as a na- 
tion. With all of our troubles, trials 
and tribulations, this is still the great- 
est nation in the world. What keeps us 
there? Our ability to make things; to 
make cars, to make steel, to make 
planes, to create ships. That is what 
helps to make America great. Let’s not 
give that up. Let’s not let this moment 
pass and decide, well, this is just a triv- 
ial matter of $14 billion or $15 billion. 
This is a question of who we are as a 
nation. Let's be strong. Let's vote for 
this bill. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I am very happy to yield 4 min- 
utes, which I hope he will fill, to the 
gentleman from Indianapolis, my good 
friend, Mr. BURTON. 
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Mr. BURTON of Indiana. I thank the 
gentleman for yielding, and I just want 
to say to Mr. KUCINICH and all the pre- 
vious speakers, I agree with most of 
what I have heard today, except the 
way we get there. I don't think any- 
body in the House or the Senate wants 
the auto industry and related indus- 
tries to collapse. Nobody wants that. 
The question is, how do we get to a so- 
lution that is workable, that will work 
over the long term? 

Just a few weeks ago we passed the 
TARP bill, and we were told in just a 
day or two that we had to pass this or 
the entire financial system in this 
country and the world was going to 
collapse. We threw $700-plus billion at 
it, and today there are an awful lot of 
Members in both bodies that think, 
hey, it isn't working the way we 
thought it would. Things have gone 
south in a lot of areas, and we should 
have thought about this а little more 
carefully. 

Now, I had the mayor of Marion, In- 
diana, and a lot of GM executives come 
in to see me last week and they told 
me in Marion, Indiana, they would lose 
$5 million in tax revenue if these com- 
panies go under. 
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And they would have to lay off fire- 
men and policemen and other civil em- 
ployees. Nobody wants that to happen. 
But how do we solve the problem long 
term? 

And my concern is we're throwing $15 
billion at this right now without a so- 
lution. We're going to have these peo- 
ple come to the conference table after 
we give them $15 billion, just like we 
gave the $700 billion à few weeks ago in 
the TARP plan, and we're going to say, 
now go solve the problem and come up 
with an answer. We need to have these 
answers first, and then give them the 
money. 

I don't mind staying here through 
Christmas and New Years to find a so- 
lution to save the automobile industry 
and the related industries. But this 
isn't the way, in my opinion, to do 
that. 

Now, you know, Senator CORKER, in 
the other body, said, here's the way 
that we ought to solve the problem; 
and Id like to read this to my col- 
leagues. He said, Number 1, the manu- 
facturers should give existing bond- 
holders 30 cents on the dollar to help 
reduce their overall debt. Right now 
they'd only get 18 cents on the dollar, 
So 30 cents on the dollar would make 
them happy, and they would agree to 
that. And Senator CORKER said this 
ought to be one of the things that's in 
the plan. 

Second, he said, wages should imme- 
diately come in-line with the trans- 
plant companies. And I think every- 
body that thinks about this realizes 
that if your cost of doing business is 
not competitive with your opposition, 
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you’re not going to survive. So that’s 
an essential thing, in my opinion. 

Third, the UAW should take half of 
GM’s payment in the Voluntary Em- 
ployees Beneficiary Association in GM 
stock; and I think they should do that 
because they’re in this thing with ev- 
erybody else, and taking half of their 
benefits in stock would be a great 
thing. And I think they would enjoy 
doing that if they knew the company 
was going to survive. And they want it 
to survive. 

And finally, the Jobs Bank program 
should be eliminated. He said, if you 
had these four things as a starting 
point, we could get on with the busi- 
ness of solving this problem. 

Now, at the hearing in the Senate 
Banking Committee the other day, 
Mark Zandi, who is the Chief Econo- 
mist and Co-Founder of Moody’s Eco- 
nomic Guide said, testified, ‘‘under the 
most likely outlook for the economy 
and the auto industry, the restruc- 
turing plans in which the Big Three 
have requested $35 billion in loans,”’ at 
that time it was $34 billion, ‘‘will not 
be sufficient for them to avoid bank- 
ruptcy at the same point in the next 2 
years. They would ultimately need an- 
other 75 to $125 billion to avoid bank- 
ruptcy.”’ 

Now, we need to solve this problem. I 
want to help those employees. I want 
to help the executives. I want to help 
the communities that will suffer if 
they lose the tax revenues from these 
people who would lose their jobs and if 
the industry went south. I want to 
solve it. But rushing to judgement 
today, just like that, and throwing $15 
billion at it, without a solution, in my 
opinion, is the wrong way to go. 

So Га just like to say to my col- 
leagues, if you really want to solve this 
problem long term, let's don't rush to 
judgment today. Lets stick around 
here а few more days and work this out 
So we can really solve the problem long 
term so the industry can survive. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I reserve my time, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, for his 
first floor speech since being elected 
our new Republican whip, I am happy 
to yield 2 minutes to my very good 
friend from Richmond, Mr. CANTOR. 

Mr. CANTOR. Mr. Speaker, I too rise 
with а lot of concern over what is 
about to happen on the floor of this 
House. Clearly, there are many in this 
country who are reeling because of job 
layoffs, insecurity in terms of their 
economie outlook, insecurity as far as 
their health care is concerned. We have 
got а set of problems, I think, unprece- 
dented in this country, at least in our 
generation. We've got to remain fo- 
cused on trying to solve problems. 

And frankly, I think that the bill 
coming to the floor, otherwise known 
as the auto bailout, is just not the 
right way for us to go. I can't think of 
anything more nonsensical than re- 
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placing those in Detroit who have not 
been able to make a success out of the 
auto companies and replace them with, 
frankly, bureaucrats who are subject to 
the whim of the politicians here in 
Washington. It just doesn’t make 
sense. 

If private investors are not convinced 
of the Big Three restructuring plans, if 
they don’t think they’re realistic 
enough, then why in the world would 
we ask the taxpayers to step in to pro- 
vide that kind of assistance? 

The Big Three restructuring plan and 
the majority’s proposal downright lack 
accountability. How do we know, what 
is the guarantee that the taxpayer 
money, that the restructuring prom- 
ises will occur? 

Once the taxpayers enter the game 
there will be a big incentive for the 
taxpayers to continue to prop up what 
could very well be a continuing failed 
enterprise. That’s why we have to lock 
in the restructuring now. The restruc- 
turing shouldn’t happen in a matter of 
months; it should happen in a matter 
of days or weeks. 

And as the gentleman from Indiana 
spoke, there is certainly an ability for 
us to see this restructuring take place, 
concessions on the side of manage- 
ment, on labor, on the bondholders. 
And frankly, we’ve got a role here in 
Washington that, if the Big Three are 
serious in their restructuring efforts, 
we can provide an alternative, a back- 
stop, a guarantee for debtor-in-posses- 
sion financing if they were to enter 
some type of pre-packaged bankruptcy. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, may 
I inquire from my colleague how many 
other speakers he has? 

Mr. DREIER. I have absolutely no 
idea how many speakers we have left, 
but at this juncture, four, five, some- 
thing like that, I would guess. How 
many speakers does my friend have 
left? 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Two, I believe. 
And I will yield 2 minutes to the gen- 
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN). 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I’d like 
to take this opportunity to clarify two 
provisions in the bill through a col- 
loquy with its author, the distin- 
guished chairman of the Financial 
Services Committee. 

First is section 11(e)(2)(B), which pro- 
vides certain powers to the so-called 
Car Czar. And I’d like to clarify that 
that would include the power to pro- 
hibit a plant closure. Is that correct, 
Mr. Chairman? 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Yes. I 
would have to demur from being the 
author. I do want to give equal billing 
to my coauthor, George W. Bush. But 
having said that, I do believe that we 
agree that the provision has exactly 
the meaning the gentleman says, to 
prevent a closure or anything else of 
that sort. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I know, as a matter 
of legislative history, it’s Congress 
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that writes bills, and I hope that any 
signing statement—— 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. No, we 
vote on bills. They write them. 

Mr. SHERMAN. The second provision 
Td like to clarify is section 12(b)(3). It’s 
my understanding that this prohibits 
the granting of stock options and pro- 
hibits à bonus, even if that bonus is re- 
ferred to as a retention payment. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Yes, а 
bonus would be in addition to com- 
pensation, and it could be in Crown 
Victorias, or it could be in stock, or it 
could be anything else. And of course 
we do empower the administrator to be 
appointed by the President. 

I did want to comment briefly. The 
gentleman from Virginia, apparently, 
once again, no confidence in the Presi- 
dent. The President is given the power, 
under this bill, to appoint someone 
with great power, and he says things 
need to be done in à few days and ap- 
parently doesn't trust George Bush to 
do it. 

But the answer is that the bill does 
empower those restrictions to be any 
kind of compensation. 

Mr. SHERMAN. I thank the distin- 
guished chairman. 

We have seen the Fed and the Treas- 
ury provide $7 trillion in expenditures 
and in risk assumption as part of the 
economie bailout. In contrast, we can 
keep the automobile industry alive 
until the next administration through 
an expenditure of somewhat over $14 
billion, а risk of only $14 billion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I yield the gen- 
tleman 175 minutes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. So a $14 billion 
bridge loan seems rather small in light 
that all this administration, the Fed 
and the Treasury have done. Keep in 
mind that Germany, Japan, Korea, 
China, France, every nation with an 
automobile industry is doing far more 
to protect their automobile industry 
than we are by providing 14 to $15 bil- 
lion of bridge financing. That is why I 
will vote for the rule and for the bill. 
But this is far from a perfect bill. 

Due to the efforts of the administra- 
tion, we are now limited to receiving 
warrants worth only 20 percent of what 
we are investing. The original text of 
the bill mandated that Treasury could 
Seek more than 20 percent. Given the 
risks that we are taking in lending 
money to General Motors and Chrysler, 
we should be getting far more than 20 
percent warrants, and certainly the bill 
Should not limit us to that. But the ad- 
ministration, in its generosity to the 
automakers, limits this to 20 percent 
warrants. 

Second, this bill should prevent the 
auto companies from suing against the 
California tougher standards for air 
emissions and for global warming and 
higher standards for fuel economy. 
These companies should be trying to 
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meet those higher standards, not suing 
to prevent them. 

Finally, the bill does prevent the 
companies from owning luxury planes, 
but allows them to charter luxury jet 
aircraft. So I know the auto companies 
will be back, and I hope they fly com- 
mercial. We'll fine-tune this bill in the 
spring. Let’s vote for it now. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I am happy to yield 2 minutes to 
my good friend from Wantage, New 
Jersey (Mr. GARRETT). 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Speaker, I come to the floor having al- 
ways had an open mind with regard to 
this whole auto situation, and how we 
make sure the United States stays 
strong as a manufacturing country. 

The chairman of the Financial Serv- 
ice Committee talks about having to 
move this along very quickly. But 
oddly enough, it was just last week, I 
believe, when he was asked by report- 
ers on this and he said, you know, 
these deadlines that are being imposed 
are really artificial deadlines. And re- 
ferring back to the TARP situation, he 
said, in that situation, even though the 
deadlines may pass, the sun still did 
come up the next day. And yet these 
are deadlines we're facing. And I think 
what we would ask to look at is how is 
Congress operating. 

Let me give you a couple of exam- 
ples. In July of this year, I think it 
was, we passed several hundred billion 
dollars for a housing bailout, and then, 
after that, we had some hearings on it 
on how we're going to spend the 
money. 

This fall we passed a $700 billion 
TARP program to bail out the finan- 
cial industry. That started out as two 
or three pages. It grew to several hun- 
dred pages. It was only today that we 
finally had а hearing on the oversight, 
again, on seeing how that money was 
about to be spent, lambasting the ad- 
ministration for not doing enough. 

It was just yesterday, for the first 
time, that we basically had hearings on 
the GSEs, Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac. Again, the government bailed 
them out to the tune of several hun- 
dred billion dollars. Months later we 
had hearings on it. 

What is the trend here? The way the 
Federal Government seems to operate 
is we appropriate, we spend hundreds of 
bilions of dollars, then after the fact 
we come back and say, gee, what ex- 
actly did we do? 

Ithink our side of the aisle is saying, 
let's take it down a little bit, work а 
little bit slower, and make sure what 
we do is appropriate. 

You know, Steve Moore from the 
Wall Street Journal did an unscientific 
little survey. He walked around the 
Hill and the parking lots in the Hill, 
and he looked at the cars that the 
Members of Congress operate. You 
know what he found out? Two-thirds of 
those cars are foreign cars, not Amer- 
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ican cars. So it's interesting that we 
come to the floor here today and we 
ask to spend taxpayers' dollars on 
these cars when the members of their 
own party—— 


Mr. DREIER. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Sure, I 
will yield. 

Mr. DREIER. I would argue that 


those are, in fact, American cars, based 
on the description that we have here 
because no one knows exactly what an 
American car is. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. DREIER. I am happy to yield my 
friend an additional 30 seconds. And if 
the gentleman will yield. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. I yield. 

Mr. DREIER. As I've said, what is an 
American-made car? Is it, in fact, а 
Chevy that is built in Canada made 
with Mexican parts, or is it à BMW 
built in South Carolina? 

And I thank my friend for yielding. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. And 
the gentleman makes an excellent 
point, and Steve did as well, just say- 
ing when it comes down to what we're 
doing here on the floor of course very 
clearly we know whose money we're 
Spending. Some people say does the 
money come from TARP; does the 
money come from the energy bill? It 
doesn't matter which line you take it 
out of the Federal budget, at the end of 
the day it all comes out of the tax- 
payers’ pockets. And I encourage us to 
take a moment to make sure that we 
do it in an effective way that actually 
gets the job done, gets the restruc- 
turing of the industry and does not put 
the American taxpayer on the hook. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I re- 
serve. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time I am happy to yield 3 minutes to 
the former Presidential candidate from 
Surfside, Texas (Mr. PAUL). 

Mr. PAUL. I rise in opposition to the 
rule and the underlying legislation. It 
doesn’t take a whole lot to convince 
me that we are on the wrong track 
with this type of legislation. And at 
great risk of being marginalized, I 
want to bring up a couple of issues. One 
is that if one were to look for guidance 
in the Constitution, there’s no evidence 
that we have the authority to take 
funds from one group of Americans and 
transfer it to another group who hap- 
pen to need something. 

And the moral argument is it’s not 
right to do so. Why should successful 
Americans be obligated to take care of 
those who have made mistakes? 

But those two arguments in this 
Chamber are rather weak arguments, 
so I will try to talk a little bit about 
economics. I think what we’re doing 
here today and what we’ve done here 
for the last week has been, essentially, 
a distraction. We're talking about 
transferring funds around, $15 billion 


The 


24582 


that's been authorized. It's been des- 
ignated to do some other interventions 
that were unnecessary in the car indus- 
try. And in а way, this legislation 
probably could have been done by 
unanimous consent, but there's been a 
lot of talk and a lot of publicity and à 
lot of arguments going back and forth 
about the bailout for the car compa- 
nies; and it is, of course, very impor- 
tant. 

But in the scheme of things, you 
know, what's $15 billion mean any- 
more, especially since it's been author- 
ized? 

The big thing is the big bailout, the 
$8 trillion, the unlimited amount the 
Federal Reserve has invested and what 
we've been doing for the past 6 months. 
We are on the road to nationalization. 
In many ways, we're in the midst of na- 
tionalization without a whimper. 
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There is no real talk about it. I 
mean, we've essentially nationalized 
the insurance companies, the mortgage 
companies, the banks, and medical 
care is moving in that direction, and 
now the car companies are going to be 
run by а car czar from this Congress. I 
mean, it is such an embarrassment. It 
is such an insult to us who believe in 
freedom, who believe in sound money 
and who believe in limited government. 
It is such an insult to the whole idea of 
what made America great, and this is 
what it has come to—bailout after bail- 
out after bailout—and nobody even 
calls it what it really is. It is the na- 
tionalization of our industries. 

You know, іп many ways, Harry Tru- 
man was a much more honest person. 
He said we should nationalize the steel 
industry, and he did. Fortunately, we 
still had a little bit of common sense in 
our courts, and they said ‘‘Hey, you're 
going too far." That's what we're doing 
here. We're nationalizing. It happens 
always for good purposes, and we are 
always going to do good for this group, 
or that, but you never ask the question 
*How much harm have you done to the 
other group?" and that’s what we 
ought to be talking about. We ought to 
really find out what this is costing. 

As much as I strongly believe in the 
free society—and I can defend it from 
the economic viewpoints—I also know 
where we are and where we ought to go. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. DREIER. I yield my friend an ad- 
ditional 30 seconds. 

Mr. PAUL. I do believe in the transi- 
tion. That is, if we need а bailout for 
the car companies, even though I don't 
like the idea, if you could pay for it, 
take it out of these hundreds of billions 
of dollars running the American empire 
around the world. Cut it; bring it home 
and spend it here, but running up of 
these deficits is going to do us in, and 
we are working on the collapse of the 
dollar. That is what you'd better pay 
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attention to. So pay attention. This is 
a lot more important than this little 
$15 billion. To me, it has been a gross 
distraction of the great harm we've 
done in the past 6 months. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will note that the gentleman 
from California has 6 minutes remain- 
ing and that the gentlewoman from 
New York has 5% minutes remaining. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, with that, 
I’m happy to yield 2 minutes to our 


hardworking colleague from 
Brooksville, Florida (Ms.  BROWN- 
WAITE). 


Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor- 
ida. Mr. Speaker, there is an old saying 
that the road to hell is paved with good 
intentions, and I think, today, we real- 
ize that the well-intentioned road may 
lead to bankruptcy, not just for the 
automakers but, perhaps, for the U.S. 
Treasury. 

Today, we have heard from well- 
meaning Members of this House that, 
unless we send $15 billion to the Big 3, 
the American economy will fail. I don’t 
doubt their sincerity, but I do disagree 
with their conclusions. 

Some of my constituents support the 
bailout, but most of them don’t. As you 
can see from the picture next to me, 
the American citizens are hurting right 
now. The car in this picture is a Dodge 
Dynasty. By the way, this car has not 
been produced since 1993, so you can 
understand the angst of the car owner 
who realizes that his hard-earned tax 
dollars and those of his children and 
grandchildren are going for these bail- 
outs. His message is very clear: Where 
is my bailout? 

The bill before us today does nothing 
to address the real pain being felt by 
American citizens. Nothing helps to 
lower health care costs or to protect 
the mortgages on their homes. 

I would also like to say that we had, 
again, а rush to judgment, а rush to 
bringing the bill to the floor, and we 
need to be concerned about that proc- 
ess. Please remember that Chrysler is à 
privately owned entity by а massive 
hedge fund firm in New York City. This 
hedge fund firm is not willing to invest 
one cent more in Chrysler, and yet we 
are asking our cash-strapped taxpayers 
back home to do it for them. 

Like we saw with the last bailout 
boondoggle, there are not enough safe- 
guards here. We have to remember, too, 
that the loan and the conditions that 
are attached to it do not correct the 
structural weaknesses at these compa- 
nies. They merely postpone the con- 
Sequences for a short while. They will 
be back for more and more and more. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
time of the gentlewoman has expired. 

Mr. DREIER. I will yield my friend 
an additional 30 seconds. 

Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor- 
ida. This loan policy also continues the 
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tragically flawed policy of picking win- 
ners and losers in this economy. Who is 
to say that the Big 3 are more worthy 
of financial assistance than are the 
small businesses that, like the owner of 
this car, are struggling every single 
day to survive and to make their pay- 
roll. 

Mr. Speaker, there is an old saying that “the 
road to hell is paved with good intentions." 

Today that well intentioned road leads to 
bankruptcy, not just for the automakers, but 
for the U.S. Treasury. 

Today we have heard from well meaning 
Members of this House that unless we send 
$15 bilion to the Big Three, the American 
economy will fail. 

While | do not doubt their sincerity, | must 
disagree with their conclusions. 

Serving on the Financial Services Com- 
mittee | have listened to hours of testimony 
from the automakers, their unions, and aca- 
demic experts. 

More importantly though, over the past few 
weeks | have heard from hundreds of my con- 
stituents about how best to deal with the 
American automakers. 

While some of my constituents do support a 
bailout, the vast majority do not. 

As you can see from the picture next to me, 
the American citizens are hurting right now. 
The car in this photo is a Dodge Dynasty. It 
hasn’t been in production since 1993. 

But his message to Congress is pretty clear, 
“where is my bailout?” 

the bill before us today does nothing to ad- 
dress the real pain being felt by American citi- 
zens. 

Nothing in this bill helps my constituents 
create jobs, lower health care costs or protect 
the mortgage on their home. In fact this bill 
takes their hard earned tax dollars to fund yet 
another bailout. 

| would also like to say that | resent the ac- 
tions of the Democrat leadership and the 
White House for trying to ram this down our 
throats at the last minute before the holiday 
season, with the hope that the American peo- 
ple aren't paying attention. 

Well, 1 have been paying attention, and here 
are some of my biggest concerns. 

(1) Chrysler is privately owned by a massive 
hedge fund in New York City named Cer- 
berus. If this hedge fund is not willing to invest 
in Chrysler, why should cash-strapped tax- 
payers do it for them? 

(2) Like we saw with the last bailout boon- 
doggle, this $15 billion today is likely only a 
down payment. If Congress is honest with the 
American people they will tell us that a vote 
for the bailout today is a vote for much, much 
more in the future. 

(3) This loan, and the conditions that are at- 
tached to it, do not correct the structural weak- 
nesses at these companies, it merely 
postpones the consequences for a short while. 

(4) This loan continues the tragically flawed 
policy of picking winners and losers in the 
economy. Who is to say that saving the Big 3 
is more important than propping up the 
160,000 small businesses in towns like 
Clermont or Brooksville that could go under 
during this recession? 

(5) The automakers lose money even when 
the economy is doing well and creating jobs. 
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GM alone lost $39 billion in 2007. That fol- 
lowed a $10.6 billion loss in 2005 and "only" 
$2 billion in 2006. 

(6) This is the best possible time to file for 
Chapter 11. Sales are at their lowest levels in 
decades, shareholder equity is already wiped 
out, and consumer confidence in the Big 
Three is already shaken. If bankruptcy means 
that consumers stop buying your brand, why 
not go through this now while sales are histori- 
cally low and the explicit backing of the gov- 
ernment is on the table? 

Put simply, the American taxpayers were 
sold a bill of goods in the financial sector bail- 
out, and have learned that we cannot trust the 
current leadership in Congress and the White 
House to do what is in their best financial in- 
terests in the future. 

| ask that Members heed the wishes of their 
constituents and vote down the bill. Let’s con- 
tinue work through December and in the next 
Congress to put together a bill that protects 
taxpayers and provides stability in the Amer- 
ican automobile markets. 

Mr. Speaker, | urge a no vote on the rule 
and the bill. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, am I cor- 
rect to infer that my colleague is the 
last speaker on her side? 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Like you, Mr. 
DREIER, I don’t know. People come and 
go. 
Mr. DREIER. Okay. Then I'll reserve 
the balance of my time. 


Ms. SLAUGHTER. One moment, 
please, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I am 


happy to proceed. I just wanted to 
know if the gentlewoman was the clos- 
ing speaker. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Yes, I am. I will 
close, but not yet. 

Mr. DREIER. Oh, I think you’ll have 
the right to close under the rule. There 
is no doubt about that. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Yes. 

Mr. DREIER. At this point, I am very 
happy to yield 2 minutes to my friend 
from St. Joseph, Michigan, a hard- 
working member from the Energy and 
Commerce Committee, Mr. UPTON. 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, 4 months 
ago, this Nation was not talking about 
& bailout. They weren't talking, say, 
about a bad economy, although it was 
certainly weak in Michigan, to say the 
least. We weren't talking about the 
loss of 525,000 jobs the month before. 
No, we were talking about energy and 
the need for an all-American energy 
plan. Part of that debate was to wean 
us off foreign oil and to develop the 
cars that, in fact, will do just that. 

As I sat down with Ford and with 
Chrysler and with GM and saw their 
Volt and the other vehicles, we were 
excited. We were going to make a lot of 
progress to wean us off foreign energy, 
but we could only do it if we got the 
money to retool. 

Four months ago, in August, we, in 
fact, got the tip that the lenders 
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weren’t lending. No. They were coming 
in at 20 percent interest rates. That’s 
what they were going to charge. We 
went to the administration. We went to 
the leadership on both sides of this 
Congress, and we said, if that happens, 
theyll never get the money; we'll 
never build these cars, and these com- 
panies will go bankrupt before the end 
of the year. 

Sadly, we are here today on Decem- 
ber 10, and that may exactly happen if 
we do not get a bill to the President's 
desk. It looks like our prediction from 
last August may be right on track, but 
if you thought 525,000 jobs lost last 
month was a problem, you wait until 
we get to 2 million to 3 million jobs 
when we lose those in а month or two 
if we don't get this bill done. 

This isn't new money that we're ask- 
ing for. It has already been directed. It 
has already been appropriated. What 
we ask is just redirection to help a do- 
mestic industry so that we can make 
these vehicles in  America—that's 
right—made in America, not someplace 
else. 

China, as my colleague SANDY LEVIN 
has indicated, has already approved $55 
billion for the domestic auto manufac- 
turing in China. Europe is doing the 
same thing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. DREIER. I am happy to yield to 
my friend an additional 15 seconds. 

Mr. UPTON. Mr. Speaker, we are ina 
recession now. We've been in one in 
Michigan for а long time. You can only 
imagine where we're going to go—into 
а deep recession for who knows how 
long if we don't get this money ap- 
proved for the Big 3 so that we can 
build the cars that consumers want 
that will wean us off foreign oil. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I re- 
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I am happy to yield 30 seconds to 
our hardworking colleague from Tyler, 
Texas, JUDGE GOHMERT. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, this re- 
minds me that this begging for money 
for a bailout is a fix. I saw it a lot in 
drug dealers and in drug addicts who 
would come before my court for sen- 
tencing. It was the same story. They 
would come in. They would have that 
first little rush from that first fix, and 
then they would have to have more and 
more and more. If you really love them 
and you care about them deeply and 
want them to reach their God-given po- 
tential, you cut them off and say, “1 
love you too much to start you down 
this road." 

In this case, bankruptcy is the place 
to go. That's why it's designed by Con- 
gress. Let's get this fixed so that it will 
be good for all Americans. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman from California has 30 seconds 
remaining. The gentlewoman from New 
York has 3% minutes remaining. 
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Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I had à 
very thoughtful, eloquent, lengthy 
closing statement, and I now have 30 
Seconds. Okay. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. DREIER, I do 
have one more speaker. I don't know if 
you want to take the closing back. 

Mr. DREIER. Oh, then I will reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 2 minutes to the gen- 
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON- 
LEE). 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I see no drug addicts in here. 
I only see hardworking Americans— 
people who make things with their 
hands and who support their families 
and who make cars that have been 
noted as outstanding cars, not only in 
America but also around the world. So 
I support the bail in of all of these tax- 
payers, and I am gratified that this 
particular legislation does answer the 
question. 

I would like to yield to the gen- 
tleman, the chairman of the com- 
mittee, to ask him about this auto czar 
and whether or not they have the au- 
thority to prevent the relocation of 
these plants overseas to take jobs away 
from Americans. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. The 
provision of the bill that gives the au- 
thority or the ability to veto any $100 
million grade of investment or any $100 
million impact decision includes the 
right to say “по” to a closure or to 
move the plant somewhere else, and it 
is primarily designed by us to ensure 
against the possibility that the tax- 
payer dollars being lent to them would 
be used to facilitate movement to 
other parts of the world where even the 
gentleman from California would agree 
that they would not be American. 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. Well, 
let me just say that this bill focuses on 
restoring the ability of Americans to 
make things. It protects the taxpayers 
with the “саг czar.’’ It protects retir- 
ees. It protects the pensioners. It pro- 
tects the families. It stops, if you will, 
this massive bonus program. It’s inter- 
esting that my friends now say do the 
bankruptcy process, but when the poor 
mortgage holder was asking for a bank- 
ruptcy, the process of my friends on 
the other side of the aisle would not 
allow them to do so. 

Bankrupt companies selling cars do 
not work. Let us stand for the hard- 
working Americans who make things 
with their hands, who design things 
with their intuitiveness and who bring 
to America the pride that built the 
middle class. 

I am proud of this bill, and I believe 
we should stand strong to support 
them. It is good to give tools to the 
next administration who can make this 
right. For my friends who want to help 
the small businesses, join me in sup- 
porting the economic stimulus package 
for which we’re going to vote to help 
Americans to restore their lives. 
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Mr. Speaker | rise today in support of H.R. 
7297. | would like to thank the Chairman of Fi- 
nancial Service BARNEY FRANK for bringing 
this important piece of legislation to the floor. 
| rise today with the confidence that our sys- 
tem of government is strong and the constitu- 
tional protections of our government will pro- 
tect America while we reform America's auto- 
mobile industry. 

Leadership has worked without tiring to en- 
sure that this bill contains language that will 
ensure the betterment of the American people. 
Our leadership should be thanked for working 
on this bill during long hours into the night, 
weekends, and busy days. We toiled long into 
the night to incorporate Democratic principles 
in this bill. 

| have worked with leadership to offer lan- 
guage from the bill that | introduced on No- 
vember 20, 2008. The bill is H.R. 7297, 
"Emergency Automobile Industry American 
Jobs Protection Act of 2008." 

The ideas included in H.R. 7297 are impor- 
tant because they will continue to keep Amer- 
ica's economy strong, ensure that jobs remain 
in America and that the automobile companies 
develop a definite plan for growth. My legisla- 
tion is aimed at stabilizing the American auto- 
mobile industry through jobs, dealerships, in- 
cluding women and minority-owned dealer- 
ships, and American automobile industry sup- 
pliers. H.R. 7297 requires that any loan funds 
distributed to the "Big Three" automobile com- 
panies should be conditioned upon these com- 
panies filing a certification with the Congress. 

The bill provides that before receiving loan 
funds, the "Big Three" must certify the fol- 
lowing: 

(1) United States automobile jobs will not be 
decreased by relocation to foreign companies; 

(2) automobile dealerships will benefit from 
the receipt of these loan funds, and that the 
"Big Three" shall further provide for the sta- 
bility of such dealerships, including women 
and minority-owned dealerships; and 

(3) United States automobile suppliers will 
also be supported by and stabilized by such 
loan funding. 

The bill also provides that no loan funds 
should be used by the "Big Three" to allow 
them to relocate overseas if it will result in the 
loss of United States automobile industry jobs, 
dealerships, or suppliers. Lastly, the bill pro- 
vides that the loan funds should be distributed 
to the "Big Three" to ensure their stability and 
to establish a long-term plan of growth for 
United States automobile dealerships, includ- 
ing women and minority-owned dealerships, 
and United States automotive industry sup- 
pliers. 

In fact, it is because | am concerned and 
desire that the maximum number of Ameri- 
cans get relief from this bill, that | offered 
amendments yesterday. To ensure that this 
bill provides relief for Americans, | offered the 
following amendments: 

(1) Set aside $125 million (in fact the 
amount could been more) as a firm allotment 
to address the question of individual American 
homeowners facing foreclosure in light of the 
absence of a bankruptcy provision; 

(2) Add Sense of the Congress language 
that the Bankruptcy Code should be reviewed 
and amended in the future to permit bank- 
ruptcy judges to address the question of indi- 
vidual home mortgage restructuring; 
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(3) Allow the courts to exercise rigorous ju- 
dicial review and provide those courts with the 
discretion to grant injunctive and/or equitable 
relief if the courts determine that such relief 
would not destabilize financial markets; 

(4) Create a new independent commission 
to exercise oversight over the current financial 
situation with enforcement powers; 

(5) Allow criminal liability for persons or cor- 
porate entities that have engaged in criminal 
malfeasance; 

(6) Bar persons/corporate entities found to 
have engaged in criminal malfeasance with 
malicious intent in financial markets from 
doing business with the federal government in 
the future. 

THE BILL IN CONTEXT 

Segments of the economy have the ability 
to be strong. America needs to employ its full, 
faith, and credit to back its commitments. | feel 
strongly that this bill should have set aside 
$125 million to help homeowners who are fac- 
ing mortgage foreclosure. This is important be- 
cause it is money that would have been used 
to help the aggrieved: Main Street. 

It is important to note that all five big invest- 
ments—Bear Sterns, Merrill Lynch, Lehman 
Brothers, Goldman Sachs, and Morgan Stan- 
ley have altogether disappeared or morphed 
into regular banks. Given this phenomenon, 
the question arises and no one has or can 
seem to explain: Is this bailout still necessary? 

Dr. James K. Gailbraith, of the University of 
Texas, wrote in the Washington Post, on Sep- 
tember 25, 2008, that the bailout is not nec- 
essary because the point of the bailout has 
been articulated as buying assets that are il- 
liquid “but not worthless. But regular banks 
hold assets like that all the time. They are 
called ‘loans.’ 

With banks, runs occur only when deposi- 
tors panic, because they fear the loan book is 
bad. Deposit insurance takes care of that.” 

Deposit insurance presently is capped at 
$100,000. We should have considered raising 
the FDIC insurance cap, increased the amount 
of capitalization in the FDIC corporation, in- 
creased the amount of reserves in the Treas- 
ury Department. 

Dr. Galbraith wrote, “In Texas, recovery 
from the 1980s oil bust took seven years and 
the pull of strong national economic growth. 
The present slump is national, and it can’t be 
cured by legislation alone. But it could be re- 
solved in three years, by a new Home Owners 
Loan Corp., which would rewrite mortgages, 
manage rental conversions, and decide when 
vacant, degraded properties should be demol- 
ished.” 

As | consider this piece of legislation, three 
of the themes that are consistent throughout it 
are (1) where is the enforcement; (2) who re- 
ceives the first dollar; and (3) what is the dis- 
astrous and catastrophic event that will occur 
if this bill is not passed today? Because of the 
complexity of the nature and extent of the 
problems within the financial markets, | would 
rather that Congress carefully review and con- 
sider the right solution. 

Congress should order the SEC, FDIC, the 
Federal Revenue Service to use their current 
powers and prevent the consequences with 
some extraordinary powers such as cited 
above regulating lifting the caps at the FDIC 
and allowing the SEC to suspend certain ac- 
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counting practices, all this can be done with- 
out the massive bailout all at once. 

This legislation was considered at 10:00 
p.m. in a closed rule last night; debate on the 
rule immediately transpired with less than 10 
members participating at approximately mid- 
night. In less than ten hours, members are ex- 
pected to have read, understand, and speak 
intelligently upon this complex piece of legisla- 
tion. 

When we consider the magnitude and ex- 
tent of the financial problem, we must consider 
how America has gotten here in the first place. 
During the past Administration, America un- 
derwent a housing boom. Depressed housing 
markets around the country experienced un- 
paralleled increases in price. Middle-class, 
working Americans sought to achieve the 
American dream by purchasing a home. 

At the same time, banks and financial insti- 
tutions were selling unsophisticated con- 
sumers unconventional and creative mortgage 
financing alternatives. Financial institutions 
were apt to qualify borrowers for more house 
than they could afford. Financial institutions 
were lending subprime mortgages and en- 
gaged in predatory lending. Adjustable rate 
mortgages, which had an interest rate that 
would adjust within 1, 3, or more years, be- 
came more common within the last 7 years. 
Interest-only names became common names 
within the first home purchaser’s market. Bor- 
rowers who were considered a credit risk were 
allowed to purchase homes. The banks and fi- 
nancial institutions were not paying attention 
to a borrowers credit rating, their ability to 
pay, or a borrower's potential to default. 

PRESENT FINANCIAL SITUATION 

According to Bloomberg, this morning 
stocks around the world tumbled, the euro and 
the pound plunged and bonds rose as govern- 
ments raced to prop up banks. Hong Kong’s 
Hang Seng Index plunged 4.31 percent to 
17,876.41, and Tokyo’s benchmark Nikkei lost 
1.3 percent to close at 11,743.61. 

Europe’s Dow Jones Stoxx 100 Index de- 
clined 3.2 percent. MSCI Asia Pacific Index 
lost 2.7 percent after Dexia SA sank the most 
since it began trading 12 years ago and ICICI 
Bank Ltd. retreated to a two-year low. Futures 
on the S&P’s 500 Index fell 1.7 percent as 
Wachovia Corp. tumbled 91 percent. Citigroup 
Inc. agreed to buy the company’s banking op- 
erations in a transaction the Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corp. helped arrange. 

The British pound dropped the most against 
the dollar in 15 years and the euro weakened 
after European governments stepped in to res- 
cue Bradford & Bingley Plc, Fortis, and Hypo 
Real Estate Holding AG. 

So far, the $700 billion package to shore up 
banks hammered out by Treasury Secretary 
Henry Paulson and congressional leaders over 
the weekend failed to convince investors it will 
shore up banks saddled with growing mort- 
gages losses. The crisis that began with bad 
home loans to subprime borrowers in the U.S. 
is threatening to push the global economy into 
a recession as consumers lose confidence as 
banks cut back on lending. 

It is difficult to have a $700 billion rescue bill 
when the President failed to sign $60 billion to 
provide economic stimulus to working-class 
Americans. 

In September, Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac, Lehman Brothers all filed for bankruptcy. 
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Merrill Lynch agreed to sell itself to Bank of 
America, AIG was taken over by the Treasury, 
and Washington Mutual was seized by regu- 
lators in the biggest U.S. bank failure in his- 
tory. Financial institutions worldwide have re- 
ported more than $550 billion of credit losses 
and asset writedowns since the beginning of 
2007, according to data compiled by 
Bloomberg. 

Even after the announcement of the rescue 
package, the worldwide markets are still de- 
clining. | fail to see the specific catastrophic 
events/consequences that the U.S. public will 
experience if this bailout does not occur. 

| am cautious because | believe that we as 
members of Congress need to take the time to 
craft a real recovery plan for our economy, a 
plan that puts people first and addresses our 
multiple economic crises, including good jobs, 
affordable housing, health care, retirement se- 


curity, infrastructure, and disaster relief 
(Katrina, Ike, etc.). 
Last week, New York Mayor Michael 


Bloomberg announced $1.5 billion in public 
spending cuts. | do not believe that this was 
prudent. Schools, fire departments, police sta- 
tions, parks, libraries, and water projects are 
getting cut. The persons who are feeling the 
effects of this economic decision are the more 
vulnerable populations, the elderly, the chil- 
dren, and the working-class. Mayor 
Bloomberg’s reaction is not the solution either. 

It is clear that something must be done, but 
this bill does not provide the answer that 
America seeks. 

Recently, Congress sent an economic stim- 
ulus package to the President that would have 
provided $60 billion in relief to middle-class 
working Americans. The President vetoed this 
bill. However, the Administration sends to us 
today this bill requesting $700 billion to bail 
out Wall Street. 

| would offer that we need to restructure our 
present financial system. However, the kinds 
of reform that | believe are necessary are not 
included in this bill. For example, the Federal 
Reserve itself needs to be reformed. As mem- 
bers of Congress we should be looking at es- 
tablishing greater oversight, preventing preda- 
tory practices and establishing public alter- 
natives to the reckless privatized system that 
brought us the crisis in the first place. We 
need to prevent the victims of predatory lend- 
ing from losing their homes and restrict lob- 
bying by the financial sector. 

| have heard from my constituents that they 
are not supportive of this bill. Many them- 
selves were community bankers. One commu- 
nity banker, for example, wrote: 

"| am a community banker who is deeply 
concerned about the recent developments on 
Wall Street and the bailouts that our govern- 
ment has undertaken. The great, great major- 
ity of banks in this country never made one 
subprime loan, and ninety-eight percent are 
well-captialized . . . we don't ask for or need 
a bailout." 

LITTLE RELIEF FOR THE NATION'S HOMEOWNERS 

Because of the way that the bill is written, 
few if any homeowners will get mortgage re- 
lief, which is why | offered an amendment that 
would give $125 million directly to the home- 
owners facing mortgage foreclosure. The bill 
does not contain any provision allowing the 
terms of a mortgage to be changed without 
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the consent of all the investors who own the 
mortgage. Few homeowners will benefit. For 
example, the bill would not provide relief to the 
majority of homeowners. The bill does not 
contain any provision allowing the terms of a 
mortgage to be changed without the consent 
of all the investors who own the mortgage. 
The bill is little more than a Wall Street ear- 
mark and is not really a bill for homeowners. 
Although the bill does not provide for para- 
chutes for executives, the executives’ com- 
pensation remains the same. 

This is because the Treasury will chiefly 
purchase mortgage-backed securities which 
will make the federal government one of sev- 
eral co-owners of millions of mortgages. 
Whether or not any mortgages are modified 
will be determined by the loan servicer acting 
on behalf of all the various investors who own 
a piece of the mortgage. That is why Section 
108(d) states in part, “The Secretary shall re- 
quest loan services servicing the mortgage 
loans to avoid preventable foreclosures.” Con- 
gress has already requested all loan servicers 
nationwide to avoid preventable foreclosures, 
so an additional request from the Treasury is 
unlikely to change current behavior. 

REPUBLICAN COMMENTARY 

Republican critics of the bill argue that the 
bill rescues persons that lack financial respon- 
sibility because they were living beyond their 
means or that the bill helps minorities who did 
not exercise fiscal responsibility. There is sim- 
ply no credibility to these arguments. As | 
have attempted to stress today, the mortgage 
foreclosure crisis affects all Americans. Finan- 
cial institutions engaged in speculation on Wall 
Street that we now see has had a deleterious 
effect on Main Street. 

Speculation, in a financial context, is the as- 
sumption of the risk of loss, in return for the 
uncertain possibility of a reward. Speculation 
is one of the main causes of various economic 
crises around the world. In fact, speculators 
have played a major role in the present crisis. 
The speculators were greedy. 

Nonprofits such as ACORN, NACA, and 
Homefree USA, among many others, have 
long been waging consumer campaigns to 
educate borrowers about the various financial 
instruments. And, | am resoundingly grateful to 
them for their hard work. We cannot make 
them the scapegoats. These organizations 
have allowed persons who might not other- 
wise have the knowledge or the opportunity to 
purchase a home, the opportunity to do so in 
the right way. These nonprofits should be ap- 
plauded. 

Everyone deserves the economic dream of 
owning their own home. But the financial insti- 
tutions were dilatory in their responsibility to 
assess the borrower's ability to pay for loans 
and purchase a home. It was the squandering 
of this responsibility and preoccupation with 
greed and avarice that has led us to where we 
are today. 

There are substantial improvements in the 
present version of the bill compared to the 
Bush administration proposal. However, the 
bill as it is presently written does not provide 
the necessary relief to middle-class America. 
Frankly, the bill provides no panacea to our 
present economic woes. Our markets will have 
the full faith and credit of the United States. 
This bill has not sent a sufficiently clear mes- 
sage because it lacks enforcement. 
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There are provisions now that address ac- 
countability measures by requiring a plan to 
ensure the taxpayer is repaid in full, and re- 
quiring Congressional review after the first 
$350 billion for future payments. 

Principally, there are three phases of a fi- 
nancial rescue with strong taxpayer protec- 
tions: reinvest, reimburse, and reform. One of 
the phases is to re-invest in the troubled finan- 
cial markets to stabilize the markets. Another, 
reimburses the taxpayer and requires a plan 
to guarantee that they will be repaid in full. 
The last is to reform how business is done on 
Wall Street. The current legislation provides 
for fewer golden parachutes and, to its credit, 
provides sweeping Congressional oversight. 

There are critical improvements to the res- 
cue plan that yield greater protection to the 
American taxpayers and even to Main Street. 
The protection for taxpayers include the fol- 
lowing: 

(1) gives taxpayers a share of the profits of 
participating companies, or puts taxpayers first 
in line to recover assets if a company fails; 
and 

(2) allows the government to also purchase 
troubled assets from pension plans, local gov- 
ernments, and small banks that serve low- 
and middle-income families. 

For companies publicly auctioning over 
$300 million: 

(1) there will be no multi-million dollar gold- 
en parachutes for top five executives after 
auction, although nothing prevents these ex- 
ecutives from still reaping enormous salaries. 

(2) there will be no tax deduction for execu- 
tive compensation over $500,000. 

However, with a “pause” we can help the fi- 
nancial markets and make America secured. 

MY AMENDMENT LANGUAGE 

While the bill has some improvements, what 
is missing from the bill are serious enforce- 
ment mechanisms. The language of the bill 
was good and was marked improvement over 
what the Administration has sent to us last 
week, but more work needs to be done on the 
bill. There are still elements that added to the 
bill. 

The bill provides for the creation of a Finan- 
cial Stability Oversight Board in Section 104. 
The bill also establishes a special inspector 
general for the troubled asset relief program in 
Section 121. Lastly, section 125 establishes 
the Congressional Oversight Panel. Impor- 
tantly, these sections lack any real enforce- 
ment. These sections require reports and in- 
vestigation; however, there is no criminal 
sanction for any malfeasance perpetrated by 
employers. 

One of my amendments would have estab- 
lished ап Oversight Board that would have 
had the authority to issue criminal penalties 
and civil sanctions. My amendment would 
have provided a strong enforcement mecha- 
nism and would have been effective in ensur- 
ing that this crisis does not occur again. It 
would send a clear message to Wall Street. 

Another one of my amendments would have 
added serious judicial review to section 119. 
Section 119 presently provides that no injunc- 
tion or other form of equitable relief shall be 
issued against the Secretary other than to 
remedy a violation of the Constitution. My 
amendment would have allowed meaningful 
judicial review because it would have allowed 
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injunctive and other forms of equitable relief 
insofar as the grant of such relief did not dis- 
rupt financial markets. These are remedies 
available at law and in equity. | see no com- 
pelling reason why such relief should not be 
granted in the financial context. 

The bill has no bankruptcy provisions. The 
bill does not permit homeowners who are 
presently in mortgage foreclosure from declar- 
ing Chapter 11 and 13 bankruptcy. Impor- 
tantly, my amendment would allow home- 
owners in default of their mortgages to re- 
structure their loan, thus providing immediate 
relief to the homeowner. 

Because the bill is devoid bankruptcy relief, 
| offered another amendment to set aside 
$125 million as a firm allotment to address the 
question of individual American homeowners 
facing foreclosure. | believe that this would 
have provided relief in the absence of any ex- 
tension of the bankruptcy code to address cur- 
rent homeowners in mortgage foreclosure. 

| believe that Wall Street is an important 
and vital part of the nation's economy. | be- 
lieve that the people who work there are good. 
It is а well known fact that financial markets 
do not always serve small businesses and mi- 
norities. | have personally had experiences 
where good hardworking people and small 
business owners were denied access to finan- 
cial markets. 

| believe in America and | believe in its Con- 
stitution. | believe that we can create a bill that 
would allow constant monitoring and vigilance 
and would help the American people. 

| am reminded of the Preamble to our Con- 
stitution, which reads: 

"We the People of the United States, in 
Order to form a more perfect Union, establish 
Justice, insure domestic Tranquility, provide 
for the common defence, promote the general 
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America." 

| would like to end with a quote from Alex- 
ander Hamilton: "the sacred rights of mankind 
are not to be rummaged for, among old parch- 
ments, or musty records. They are written, as 
with a sun beam in the whole volume of 
human nature, by the hand of the divinity itself 
and can never be erased or obscured by mor- 
tal power." 

Let us work to provide the American people 
with the sun beam. Let us work to provide leg- 
islation that works and that serves the Amer- 
ican people. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman from California is recognized 
for 30 seconds. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I urge à 
“no” vote on the rule, and I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to urge everybody to vote “yes.” 
I yield back the balance of my time, 
and I move the previous question on 
the resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 
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The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro- 
ceedings on this question will be post- 
poned. 


Ea 


WILLIAM WILBERFORCE TRAF- 
FICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2008 


Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Commit- 
tees on Foreign Affairs, Energy and 
Commerce and the Judiciary be dis- 
charged from further consideration of 
the bill (H.R. 7311) to authorize appro- 
priations for fiscal years 2008 through 
2011 for the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Act of 2000, to enhance meas- 
ures to combat trafficking in persons, 
and for other purposes, and ask for its 
immediate consideration in the House. 

'The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

'The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7311 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 


the ‘William Wilberforce Trafficking Vic- 
tims Protection Reauthorization Act of 
2008". 


(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con- 
tents for this Act is as follows: 


Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 


TITLE I—COMBATING INTERNATIONAL 
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 


Sec. 101. Interagency Task Force to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking. 

Office to Monitor and Combat Traf- 
ficking. 

Prevention and prosecution of traf- 
ficking in foreign countries. 
Assistance for victims of traf- 

ficking in other countries. 

Increasing effectiveness of anti- 
trafficking programs. 

Minimum standards for the elimi- 
nation of trafficking. 

Actions against governments fail- 
ing to meet minimum stand- 
ards. 

Research on domestic and inter- 
national trafficking in persons. 

Presidential Award for Extraor- 
dinary Efforts to Combat Traf- 
ficking in Persons. 

Report on activities of the Depart- 
ment of Labor to monitor and 
combat forced labor and child 
labor. 

Sense of Congress regarding multi- 
lateral framework between 
labor exporting and labor im- 
porting countries. 

TITLE II—COMBATING TRAFFICKING IN 
PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES 
Subtitle A—Ensuring Availability of 

Possible Witnesses and Informants 

Sec. 201. Protecting trafficking 

against retaliation. 

Sec. 202. Protections for domestic workers 

and other nonimmigrants. 


Sec. 102. 


Sec. 103. 


Sec. 104. 


Sec. 105. 
Sec. 106. 


Sec. 107. 


Sec. 108. 


Sec. 109. 


Sec. 110. 


Sec. 111. 


victims 


December 10, 2008 


Sec. 203. Protections, remedies, and limita- 
tions on issuance for A-3 and G- 
5 visas. 

Sec. 204. Relief for certain victims pending 
actions on petitions and appli- 
cations for relief. 

Sec. 205. Expansion of authority to permit 
continued presence in the 
United States. 

Subtitle B—Assistance for Trafficking 
Victims 

Sec. 211. Assistance for certain non- 
immigrant status applicants. 

Sec. 212. Interim assistance for children. 

Sec. 218. Ensuring assistance for all victims 
of trafficking in persons. 

Subtitle C—Penalties Against Traffickers 
and Other Crimes 

Sec. 221. Restitution of forfeited assets; en- 
hancement of civil action. 

Enhancing penalties for trafficking 
offenses. 

Jurisdiction in certain trafficking 
offenses. 

Bail conditions, subpoenas, and re- 
peat offender penalties for sex 
trafficking. 

Promoting effective State enforce- 
ment. 

Subtitle D—Activities of the United States 

Government 


Annual report by the Attorney 
General. 

Investigation by the 
General. 

Senior Policy Operating Group. 

Preventing United States travel by 
traffickers. 

Enhancing efforts to combat the 
trafficking of children. 

Restriction of passports for sex 
tourism. 

Additional reporting on crime. 

Processing of certain visas. 

Temporary increase in fee for cer- 
tain consular services. 

TITLE III—AUTHORIZATIONS OF 

APPROPRIATIONS 


Trafficking Victims Protection Act 
of 2000. 

Trafficking Victims Protection Re- 
authorization Act of 2005. 

. 908. Rule of construction. 

. 904. Technical amendments. 
TITLE IV—CHILD SOLDIERS 

PREVENTION 

Short title. 

Definitions. 

Sense of Congress. 

Prohibition. 

Reports. 

Training for foreign service offi- 
cers. 

. 407. Effective date; applicability. 


TITLE I—COMBATING INTERNATIONAL 
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS 
SEC. 101. INTERAGENCY TASK FORCE TO MON- 
ITOR AND COMBAT TRAFFICKING. 

Section 105(b) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7103(b)) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘the Secretary of Edu- 
cation," after ‘һе Secretary of Homeland 
Security,’’. 

SEC. 102. OFFICE TO MONITOR AND COMBAT 
TRAFFICKING. 

Section 105(e) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7103(e)) is 
amended— 

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking 
"SUPPORT FOR THE TASK FORCE” and insert- 
ing “OFFICE To MONITOR AND COMBAT TRAF- 
FICKING’’; 


. 222. 
. 228. 


. 224. 


. 225. 


. 291. 
. 232. Inspectors 


. 283. 
. 234. 


. 235. 
. 236. 
. 287. 


. 238. 
. 239. 


. 901. 


. 902. 


. 401. 
. 402. 
. 408. 
. 404. 
. 405. 
. 406. 


December 10, 2008 


(2) by striking ‘‘The Secretary of State is 
authorized to" and inserting the following: 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
shall"; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

**(2) COORDINATION OF CERTAIN ACTIVITIES.— 

*"(A) PARTNERSHIPS.— The Director, in co- 
ordination and cooperation with other offi- 
cials at the Department of State involved in 
corporate responsibility, the Deputy Under 
Secretary for International Affairs of the De- 
partment of Labor, and other relevant offi- 
cials of the United States Government, shall 
promote, build, and sustain partnerships be- 
tween the United States Government and 
private entities (including foundations, uni- 
versities, corporations, community-based or- 
ganizations, and other nongovernmental or- 
ganizations) to ensure that— 

*(i) United States citizens do not use any 
item, product, or material produced or ex- 
tracted with the use of labor from victims of 
severe forms of trafficking; and 

“(ii) such entities do not contribute to 
trafficking in persons involving sexual ex- 
ploitation. 

*(B) UNITED STATES ASSISTANCE.— The Di- 
rector shall be responsible for— 

“(i) all policy, funding, and programming 
decisions regarding funds made available for 
trafficking in persons programs that are cen- 
trally controlled by the Office to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking; and 

(11) coordinating any trafficking in per- 
sons programs of the Department of State or 
the United States Agency for International 
Development that are not centrally con- 
trolled by the Director.’’. 

SEC. 103. PREVENTION AND PROSECUTION OF 
TRAFFICKING IN FOREIGN COUN- 
TRIES. 

(a) PREVENTION.— Section 106 of the Traf- 
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S. C. 7104) is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 

(1) ADDITIONAL MEASURES TO PREVENT 
AND DETER TRAFFICKING.—The President 
shall establish and carry out programs to 
prevent and deter trafficking in persons, in- 
cluding— 

**(1) technical assistance and other support 
to improve the capacity of foreign govern- 
ments to investigate, identify, and carry out 
inspections of private entities, including 
labor recruitment centers, at which traf- 
ficking victims may be exploited, particu- 
larly exploitation involving forced and child 
labor; 

**(2) technical assistance and other support 
for foreign governments and nongovern- 
mental organizations to provide immigrant 
populations with information, in the native 
languages of the major immigrant groups of 
such populations, regarding the rights of 
such populations in the foreign country and 
local in-country nongovernmental organiza- 
tion-operated hotlines; 

*(8) technical assistance to provide legal 
frameworks and other programs to foreign 
governments and nongovernmental organiza- 
tions to ensure that— 

(А) foreign migrant workers are provided 
the same protection as nationals of the for- 
eign country; 

**(B) labor recruitment firms are regulated; 
and 

(С) workers providing domestic services 
in households are provided protection under 
labor rights laws; and 

*(4) assistance to foreign governments to 
register vulnerable populations as citizens or 
nationals of the country to reduce the abil- 
ity of traffickers to exploit such popu- 
lations.". 
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(b) PROSECUTION.—Section 134(a)(2) of the 
Foreign Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 
2152d(a)(2)) is amended by adding at the end 
before the semicolon the following: ‘‘, includ- 
ing investigation of individuals and entities 
that may be involved in trafficking in per- 
sons involving sexual exploitation”. 

SEC. 104. ASSISTANCE FOR VICTIMS OF TRAF- 
FICKING IN OTHER COUNTRIES. 

Section 107(a) of Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7105(a)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 

(A) in the second sentence, by inserting be- 
fore the period at the end the following: “, 
and shall be carried out in à manner which 
takes into account the cross-border, re- 
gional, and transnational aspects of traf- 
ficking in persons"; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 

“(Е) In cooperation and coordination with 
relevant organizations, such as the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, 
the International Organization for Migra- 
tion, and private nongovernmental organiza- 
tions that contract with, or receive grants 
from, the United States Government to as- 
sist refugees and internally displaced per- 
sons, support for— 

*(1) increased protections for refugees and 
internally displaced persons, including out- 
reach and education efforts to prevent such 
refugees and internally displaced persons 
from being exploited by traffickers; and 

“(i) performance of best interest deter- 
minations for unaccompanied and separated 
children who come to the attention of the 
United Nations High Commissioner for Refu- 
кеев, its partner organizations, or any orga- 
nization that contracts with the Department 
of State in order to identify child trafficking 
victims and to assist their safe integration, 
reintegration, and resettlement.’’; and 

(2) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end 
the following: ‘‘In carrying out this para- 
graph, the Secretary and the Administrator 
shall take all appropriate steps to ensure 
that cooperative efforts among foreign coun- 
tries are undertaken on a regional basis.". 
SEC. 105. INCREASING EFFECTIVENESS OF ANTI- 

TRAFFICKING PROGRAMS. 

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.) is amended by in- 
serting after section 107 the following: 

*SEC. 107A. INCREASING EFFECTIVENESS OF 
ANTI-TRAFFICKING PROGRAMS. 

(а) AWARDING OF GRANTS, COOPERATIVE 
AGREEMENTS, AND CONTRACTS.—In admin- 
istering funds made available to carry out 
this Act within and outside the United 
States— 

“(1) solicitations of grants, cooperative 
agreements, and contracts for such programs 
shall be made publicly available; 

*(2) grants, cooperative agreements, and 
contracts shall be subject to full and open 
competition, in accordance with applicable 
laws; and 

*(3) the internal department or agency re- 
view process for such grants, cooperative 
agreements, and contracts shall not be sub- 
ject to ad hoc or intermittent review or in- 
fluence by individuals or organizations out- 
side the United States Government except as 
provided under paragraphs (1) and (2). 

**(b) ELIGIBILITY.— 

*(1) IN GENERAL.—An applicant desiring а 
grant, contract, or cooperative agreement 
under this Act shall certify that, to the ex- 
tent practicable, persons or entities pro- 
viding legal services, social services, health 
services, or other assistance have completed, 
or will complete, training in connection with 
trafficking in persons. 
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‘(2) DISCLOSURE.—If appropriate, appli- 
cants should indicate collaboration with 
nongovernmental organizations, including 
organizations with expertise in trafficking in 
persons. 

(с) EVALUATION OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING PRO- 
GRAMS.— 

*(1) IN GENERAL.—The President shall es- 
tablish a system to evaluate the effective- 
ness and efficiency of the assistance provided 
under anti-trafficking programs established 
under this Act on a program-by-program 
basis in order to maximize the long-term 
sustainable development impact of such as- 
sistance. 

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—In carrying out para- 
graph (1), the President shall— 

(А) establish performance goals for the 
assistance described in paragraph (1) ex- 
pressed in an objective and quantifiable 
form, to the extent practicable; 

(В) ensure that performance indicators 
are used for programs authorized under this 
Act to measure and assess the achievement 
of the performance goals described in sub- 
paragraph (A); 

*(C) provide a basis for recommendations 
for adjustments to the assistance described 
in paragraph (1) to enhance the impact of 
such assistance; and 

**(D) ensure that evaluations are conducted 
by subject matter experts in and outside the 
United States Government, to the extent 
practicable. 

‘(d) TARGETED USE OF ANTI-TRAFFICKING 
PROGRAMS.—In providing assistance under 
this division, the President should take into 
account the priorities and country assess- 
ments contained in the most recent report 
submitted by the Secretary of State to Con- 
gress pursuant to section 110(b). 

(е) CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER PROGRAMS.— 
The President shall ensure that the design, 
monitoring, and evaluation of United States 
assistance programs for emergency relief, de- 
velopment, and poverty alleviation under 
part I and chapter 4 of part II of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151 et seq. 
and 2346 et seq.) and other similar United 
States assistance programs are consistent 
with United States policies and other United 
States programs relating to combating traf- 
ficking in persons. 

‘(f) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
For each of the fiscal years 2008 through 2011, 
not more than 5 percent of the amounts 
made available to carry out this division 
may be used to carry out this section, in- 
cluding— 

“(1) evaluations of promising anti-traf- 
ficking programs and projects funded by the 
disbursing agency pursuant to this Act; and 

*(2) evaluations of emerging problems or 
global trends.". 

SEC. 106. MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE ELIMI- 
NATION OF TRAFFICKING. 

Section 108 of the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7106) is amend- 
ed— 

(1) in subsection (a), by striking “а signifi- 
cant number of"; and 

(2) in subsection (b)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking the period 
at the end of the first sentence and inserting 
the following: *, including, as appropriate, 
requiring incarceration of individuals con- 
victed of such acts. For purposes of the pre- 
ceding sentence, suspended or significantly- 
reduced sentences for convictions of prin- 
cipal actors in cases of severe forms of traf- 
ficking in persons shall be considered, on а 
case-by-case basis, whether to be considered 
an indicator of serious and sustained efforts 
to eliminate severe forms of trafficking in 
persons.”’; 
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(B) in paragraph (2), by inserting before the 
period at the end the following: ‘‘, including 
by providing training to law enforcement 
and immigration officials regarding the iden- 
tification and treatment of trafficking vic- 
tims using approaches that focus on the 
needs of the victims"; 

(С) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘measures 
to reduce the demand for commercial sex 
acts and for participation in international 
sex tourism by nationals of the country" and 
inserting measures to establish the identity 
of local populations, including birth reg- 
istration, citizenship, and nationality"; and 

(D) by adding at the end the following: 

**(11) Whether the government of the coun- 
try has made serious and sustained efforts to 
reduce the demand for— 

**(A) commercial sex acts; and 

‘(B) participation in international sex 
tourism by nationals of the country.". 

SEC. 107. ACTIONS AGAINST GOVERNMENTS FAIL- 
ING TO MEET MINIMUM STANDARDS. 

(a) COUNTRIES ON SPECIAL WATCH LIST RE- 
LATING TO TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS FOR 2 
CONSECUTIVE YEARS.—Section 110(b)(3) of the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7107(b)(3)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

*(D) COUNTRIES ON SPECIAL WATCH LIST FOR 
2 CONSECUTIVE YEARS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided under 
clause (ii), а country that is included on the 
Special watch list described in subparagraph 
(A) for 2 consecutive years after the date of 
the enactment of this subparagraph, shall be 
included on the list of countries described in 
paragraph (1)(C). 

*(ii) EXERCISE OF WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The 
President may waive the application of 
clause (i) for up to 2 years if the President 
determines, and reports credible evidence to 
the Committee on Foreign Relations of the 
Senate and the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs of the House of Representatives, that 
such a waiver is justified because— 

"(D the country has a written plan to 
begin making significant efforts to bring 
itself into compliance with the minimum 
standards for the elimination of trafficking; 

*(II) the plan, if implemented, would con- 
stitute making such significant efforts; and 

*(TID the country is devoting sufficient re- 
Sources to implement the plan.’’. 

(b) CLARIFICATION OF MEASURES AGAINST 
CERTAIN FOREIGN COUNTRIES.—Section 
110(4)(1)(А )(11) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(d)(1)(A)) 
is amended by inserting ‘‘such assistance to 
the government of the country for the subse- 
quent fiscal year and will not provide" after 
“will not provide”. 

(c) TRANSLATION OF TRAFFICKING IN PER- 
SONS REPORT.—The Secretary of State 
shall— 

(1) timely translate the annual report sub- 
mitted under section 110(b) of the Traf- 
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 7107(b)) into the principal languages of 
as many countries as possible, with par- 
ticular emphasis on the languages of the 
countries on the lists described in subpara- 
graphs (B) and (C) of section 110(b)(1) of such 
Act; and 

(2) ensure that the translations described 
in paragraph (1) are made available to the 
public through postings on the Internet 
website of the Department of State and 
other appropriate websites. 

SEC. 108. RESEARCH ON DOMESTIC AND INTER- 
NATIONAL TRAFFICKING IN PER- 
SONS. 

(a) INTEGRATED DATABASE.—Section 112A of 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7109a) is amended— 
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(1) in subsection (a), by amending para- 
graph (5) to read as follows: 

“(5) An effective mechanism for quanti- 
fying the number of victims of trafficking on 
a national, regional, and international basis, 
which shall include, not later than 2 years 
after the date of the enactment of the Wil- 
liam Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Reauthorization Act of 2008, the es- 
tablishment and maintenance of an inte- 
grated database within the Human Smug- 
gling and Trafficking Center.’’; and 

(2) by amending subsection (b) to read as 
follows: 

**(b) ROLE OF HUMAN SMUGGLING AND TRAF- 
FICKING CENTER.— 

*(1) IN GENERAL.— The research initiatives 
described in paragraphs (4) and (5) of sub- 
section (a) shall be carried out by the Human 
Smuggling and Trafficking Center, estab- 
lished under section 7202 of the 9/11 Commis- 
sion Implementation Act of 2004 (8 U.S.C. 
1777). 

**(2) DATABASE.—The database described in 
subsection (a)(5) shall be established by com- 
bining all applicable data collected by each 
Federal department and agency represented 
on the Interagency Task Force to Monitor 
and Combat Trafficking, consistent with the 
protection of sources and methods, and, to 
the maximum extent practicable, applicable 
data from relevant international organiza- 
tions, to— 

“(А) improve the coordination of the col- 
lection of data related to trafficking in per- 
sons by each agency of the United States 
Government that collects such data; 

*(B) promote uniformity of such data col- 
lection and standards and systems related to 
such collection; 

“(C) undertake a meta-analysis of patterns 
of trafficking in persons, slavery, and slave- 
like conditions to develop and analyze global 
trends in human trafficking; 

*"(D) identify emerging issues in human 
trafficking апа establishing integrated 
methods to combat them; and 

* (E) identify research priorities to respond 
to global patterns and emerging issues. 

*(8) CONSULTATION.— The database estab- 
lished in accordance with paragraph (2) shall 
be maintained in consultation with the Di- 
rector of the Office to Monitor and Combat 
Trafficking in Persons of the Department of 
State. 

*(4) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated 
$2,000,000 to the Human Smuggling and Traf- 
ficking Center for each of the fiscal years 
2008 through 2011 to carry out the activities 
described in this subsection.". 

(b) REPORT.—Section 110(b)(1) of the Traf- 
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 
U.S.C. 7107(b)(1) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (C), by striking “апа” 
at the end; 

(2) in subparagraph (D), by striking the pe- 
riod at the end and inserting a semicolon; 
and 

(8) by adding at the end the following: 

*"(E) reporting and analysis on the emer- 
gence or shifting of global patterns in human 
trafficking, including data on the number of 
victims trafficked to, through, or from major 
Source and destination countries, 
disaggregated by nationality, gender, and 
age, to the extent possible; and 

“(F) emerging issues in human traf- 
ficking.’’. 

SEC. 109. PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR EXTRAOR- 
DINARY EFFORTS TO COMBAT TRAF- 
FICKING IN PERSONS. 

The Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7101 et seq.) is amended by in- 
serting after section 112A the following: 
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112B. PRESIDENTIAL AWARD FOR EX- 
TRAORDINARY EFFORTS TO COMBAT 
TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS. 

(а) ESTABLISHMENT OF AWARD.—The Presi- 
dent is authorized to establish an award, to 
be known as the ‘Presidential Award for Ex- 
traordinary Efforts To Combat Trafficking 
in Persons’, for extraordinary efforts to com- 
bat trafficking in persons. To the maximum 
extent practicable, the Secretary of State 
shall present the award annually to not more 
than 5 individuals or organizations, includ- 
ing— 

**(1) individuals who are United States citi- 
zens or foreign nationals; and 

*(2) United States or foreign nongovern- 
mental organizations. 

*(b) SELECTION.—The President shall es- 
tablish procedures for selecting recipients of 
the award authorized under subsection (a). 

“(с) CEREMONY.—The Secretary of State 
Shall host an annual ceremony for recipients 
of the award authorized under subsection (a) 
as soon as practicable after the date on 
which the Secretary submits to Congress the 
report required under section 110(b)(1) The 
Secretary of State may pay the travel costs 
of each recipient and a guest of each recipi- 
ent who attends the ceremony. 

(а) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There are authorized to be appropriated, for 
each of the fiscal years 2008 through 2011, 
such sums as may be necessary to carry out 
this section.". 

SEC. 110. REPORT ON ACTIVITIES OF THE DE- 
PARTMENT OF LABOR TO MONITOR 
AND COMBAT FORCED LABOR AND 
CHILD LABOR. 

(a) FINAL REPORT; PUBLIC AVAILABILITY OF 
LisT.—Not later than January 15, 2010, the 
Secretary of Labor shall— 

(1) submit to the appropriate congressional 
committees a final report that— 

(A) describes the implementation of sec- 
tion 105(b) of the Trafficking Victims Protec- 
tion Reauthorization Act of 2005 (22 U.S.C. 
7103(b)); and 

(B) includes an initial list of goods de- 
scribed in paragraph (2)(C) of such section; 
and 

(2) make the list of goods described in 
paragraph (1)(B) available to the public. 

(b) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT- 
TEES DEFINED.—In this section, the term 
“appropriate congressional committees" has 
the meaning given the term in section 103 of 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102). 

SEC. 111. SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARDING MUL- 
TILATERAL FRAMEWORK BETWEEN 
LABOR EXPORTING AND LABOR IM- 
PORTING COUNTRIES. 

It is the sense of Congress that the Sec- 
retary of State, in conjunction with the 
International Labour Organization, the 
United Nations Office of Drug and Crime 
Prevention, and other relevant international 
and nongovernmental organizations, should 
seek to establish a multilateral framework 
between labor exporting and labor importing 
countries to ensure that workers migrating 
between such countries are protected from 
trafficking in persons. 

TITLE II—COMBATING TRAFFICKING IN 
PERSONS IN THE UNITED STATES 
Subtitle A—Ensuring Availability of Possible 
Witnesses and Informants 
SEC. 201. PROTECTING TRAFFICKING VICTIMS 
AGAINST RETALIATION. 

(a) T ViISAS.—Section 101(a)(15)(T) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(15)(T)) is amended— 

(1) in clause (i)— 
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(A) in the matter preceding subclause (I), 
by striking ‘‘Security and the Attorney Gen- 
eral jointly;" and inserting ‘‘Security, in 
consultation with the Attorney General,’’; 

(B) in subclause (1), by striking the comma 
at the end and inserting а semicolon; 

(C) in subclause (ID, by adding at the end 
the following: "including physical presence 
on account of the alien having been allowed 
entry into the United States for participa- 
tion in investigative or judicial processes as- 
sociated with an act or a perpetrator of traf- 
ficking;”’; 

(D) in subclause (III)— 

(i) in item (aa), by striking “ог” at the 
end; 

(ii) by redesignating item (bb) as item (cc); 

(iii) by inserting after item (aa) the fol- 
lowing: 

“ (0р) in consultation with the Attorney 
General, as appropriate, is unable to cooper- 
ate with a request described in item (aa) due 
to physical or psychological trauma; or”; 
and 

(iv) in item (сс), as redesignated, by strik- 
ing ‘‘, and" at the end and inserting ‘‘; апа”; 
and 

(E) in subelause (IV), by adding “апа” at 
the end; 

(2) in clause (ii)— 

(A) in subclause (I), by striking ‘ог’ at the 
end; 

(B) in subclause (II), by striking “апа” at 
the end and inserting ‘‘or’’; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 

“(Ш) any parent or unmarried sibling 
under 18 years of age of an alien described in 
subclause (I) or (ID who the Secretary of 
Homeland Security, in consultation with the 
law enforcement officer investigating a se- 
vere form of trafficking, determines faces a 
present danger of retaliation as a result of 
the alien's escape from the severe form of 
trafficking or cooperation with law enforce- 
ment.’’; and 

(3) by striking clause (iii). 

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR T VISA ISSUANCE.— 
Section 214(0)(7) of the Immigration and Na- 
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(0)(7)) is amend- 
ed— 

(1) in subparagraph (B)— 

(A) by striking “subparagraph (A) if a Fed- 
eral" and inserting the following: ‘‘subpara- 
graph (A) if— 

**(1) a Federal; 

(B) by striking the period at the end and 
inserting а semicolon; and 

(C) by adding at the end the following: 

*(ii) the alien is eligible for relief under 
section 245(1) and is unable to obtain such re- 
lief because regulations have not been issued 
to implement such section; or 

“(111) the Secretary of Homeland Security 
determines that an extension of the period of 
such nonimmigrant status is warranted due 
to exceptional circumstances." ; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 

“(С) Nonimmigrant status under section 
101(a)(15)(T) shall be extended during the 
pendency of an application for adjustment of 
status under section 245(1).’’. 

(c) CONDITIONS ON NONIMMIGRANT STATUS 
FOR CERTAIN CRIME VICTIMS.—Section 
214(p)(6) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1184(p)(6)) is amended by adding 
at the end the following: ‘‘The Secretary of 
Homeland Security may extend, beyond the 
4-year period authorized under this section, 
the authorized period of status of an alien as 
a nonimmigrant under section 101(a)(15)(U) if 
the Secretary determines that an extension 
of such period is warranted due to excep- 
tional circumstances. Such alien’s non- 
immigrant status shall be extended beyond 
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the 4-year period authorized under this sec- 
tion if the alien is eligible for relief under 
section 245(m) and is unable to obtain such 
relief because regulations have not been 
issued to implement such section and shall 
be extended during the pendency of an appli- 
cation for adjustment of status under section 
245(m). The Secretary may grant work au- 
thorization to any alien who has a pending, 
bona fide application for nonimmigrant sta- 
tus under section 101(a)(15)(U).”’. 

(d) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR TRAF- 
FICKING VICTIMS.—Section 245(1) of the Immi- 
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1255(1)) 
is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), by striking ‘‘the Attorney General," 
and inserting ^in the opinion of the Sec- 
retary of Homeland Security, in consultation 
with the Attorney General, as appropriate”; 

(B) in subparagraph (B)— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘subject to paragraph (6)," 
after ‘‘(B)’’; and 

(11) by striking “, 
and"; and 

(C) in subparagraph (C)— 

(i) in clause (i), by striking ‘‘, or" and in- 
serting a semicolon; 

(ii) in clause (ii) by striking ‘‘, or in the 
case of subparagraph (C)(i), the Attorney 
General, as appropriate"; and 

(iii) by striking the period at the end and 
inserting the following: ‘‘; or 

*(iii) was younger than 18 years of age at 
the time of the victimization qualifying the 
alien for relief under section 101(a)(15)(T).”’; 

(2) in paragraph (3), by striking the period 
at the end and inserting the following: ‘‘, un- 
less— 

“(А) the absence was necessary to assist in 
the investigation or prosecution described in 
paragraph (1)(A); or 

“(В) an official involved in the investiga- 
tion or prosecution certifies that the absence 
was otherwise justified." ; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

*(6) For purposes of paragraph (1)(B), the 
Secretary of Homeland Security may waive 
consideration of a disqualification from good 
moral character with respect to an alien if 
the disqualification was caused by, or inci- 
dent to, the trafficking described in section 
101(a)(15)0D))0D. 

“(7) The Secretary of Homeland Security 
shall permit aliens to apply for a waiver of 
any fees associated with filing an application 
for relief through final adjudication of the 
adjustment of status for a VAWA self-peti- 
tioner and for relief under sections 
101(a)(15)(T), 101(a)(15)(U), 106, 240A (b)(2), and 
244(a)(3) (as in effect on March 81, 1997).’’. 

(e) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS FOR CRIME VIC- 
TIMS.—Section 245(m) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1255(m)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1) in the matter pre- 
ceding subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘unless 
the Attorney General" and inserting ‘‘unless 
the Secretary"; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 

“(5)(А) The Secretary of Homeland Secu- 
rity shall consult with the Attorney General, 
as appropriate, in making a determination 
under paragraph (1) whether affirmative evi- 
dence demonstrates that the alien unreason- 
ably refused to provide assistance to a Fed- 
eral law enforcement official, Federal pros- 
ecutor, Federal judge, or other Federal au- 
thority investigating or prosecuting crimi- 
nal activity described in section 
101(a)(15)(U) ii). 

“(В) Nothing in paragraph (1)(B) may be 
construed to prevent the Secretary from con- 
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sulting with the Attorney General in making 
a determination whether affirmative evi- 
dence demonstrates that the alien unreason- 
ably refused to provide assistance to a State 
or local law enforcement official, State or 
local prosecutor, State or local judge, or 
other State or local authority investigating 
or prosecuting criminal activity described in 
section 101(a)(15)(U)(iii).". 

(f) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall— 

(1) take effect on the date of enactment of 
the Act; and 

(2) apply to applications for immigration 
benefits filed on or after such date. 

SEC. 202. PROTECTIONS FOR DOMESTIC WORK- 
ERS AND OTHER NONIMMIGRANTS. 

(а) INFORMATION PAMPHLET.— 

(1) DEVELOPMENT AND DISTRIBUTION.— The 
Secretary of State, in consultation with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Attor- 
ney General, and the Secretary of Labor, 
Shall develop an information pamphlet on 
legal rights and resources for aliens applying 
for employment- or education-based non- 
immigrant visas. 

(2) CONSULTATION.—In developing the infor- 
mation pamphlet under paragraph (1), the 
Secretary of State shall consult with non- 
governmental organizations with expertise 
on the legal rights of workers and victims of 
severe forms of trafficking in persons. 

(b) CONTENTS.—The information pamphlet 
developed under subsection (a) shall include 
information concerning items such as— 

(1) the nonimmigrant visa application 
processes, including information about the 
portability of employment; 

(2) the legal rights of employment or edu- 
cation-based nonimmigrant visa holders 
under Federal immigration, labor, and em- 
ployment law; 

(3) the illegality of slavery, peonage, traf- 
ficking in persons, sexual assault, extortion, 
blackmail, and worker exploitation in the 
United States; 

(4) the legal rights of immigrant victims of 
trafficking in persons and worker exploi- 
tation, including— 

(A) the right of access to immigrant and 
labor rights groups; 

(B) the right to seek redress in United 
States courts; 

(C) the right to report abuse without retal- 
jation; 

(D) the right of the nonimmigrant to relin- 
quish possession of his or her passport to his 
or her employer; 

(E) the requirement of an employment con- 
tract between the employer and the non- 
immigrant; and 

(F) an explanation of the rights and protec- 
tions included in the contract described in 
subparagraph (E); and 

(5) information about nongovernmental or- 
ganizations that provide services for victims 
of trafficking in persons and worker exploi- 
tation, including— 

(A) anti-trafficking in persons telephone 
hotlines operated by the Federal Govern- 
ment; 

(B) the Operation Rescue and Restore hot- 
line; and 

(С) а general description of the types of 
victims services available for individuals 
subject to trafficking in persons or worker 
exploitation. 

(c) TRANSLATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—To best serve the lan- 
guage groups having the greatest concentra- 
tion of employment-based nonimmigrant 
visas, the Secretary of State shall translate 
the information pamphlet developed under 
subsection (a) into all relevant foreign lan- 
guages, to be determined by the Secretary 
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based on the languages spoken by the great- 
est concentrations of employment- or edu- 
cation-based nonimmigrant visa applicants. 

(2) REVISION.—Every 2 years, the Secretary 
of State, in consultation with the Attorney 
General and the Secretary of Homeland Se- 
curity, shall determine the specific lan- 
guages into which the information pamphlet 
will be translated based on the languages 
Spoken by the greatest concentrations of 
employment- ог education-based non- 
immigrant visa applicants. 

(d) AVAILABILITY AND DISTRIBUTION.— 

(1) POSTING ON FEDERAL WEBSITES.—The in- 
formation pamphlet developed under sub- 
section (a) shall be posted on the websites of 
the Department of State, the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of Jus- 
tice, the Department of Labor, and all 
United States consular posts processing ap- 
plications for employment- or education- 
based nonimmigrant visas. 

(2) OTHER DISTRIBUTION.— The information 
pamphlet developed under subsection (a) 
shall be made available to any— 

(A) government agency; 

(B) nongovernmental advocacy organiza- 
tion; or 

(C) foreign labor broker doing business in 
the United States. 

(3 DEADLINE FOR PAMPHLET DEVELOPMENT 
AND DISTRIBUTION.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Secretary of State shall distribute and 
make available the information pamphlet 
developed under subsection (a) in all the lan- 
guages referred to in subsection (c). 

(e) RESPONSIBILITIES OF CONSULAR OFFI- 
CERS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF STATE.— 

(1) INTERVIEWS.—A consular officer con- 
ducting an interview of an alien for an em- 
ployment-based nonimmigrant visa shall— 

(А)(1) confirm that the alien has received, 
read, and understood the contents of the 
pamphlet described in subsections (a) and 
(b); and 

(ii) if the alien has not received, read, or 
understood the contents of the pamphlet de- 
Scribed in subsections (a) and (b), distribute 
and orally disclose to the alien the informa- 
tion described in paragraphs (2) and (3) in а 
language that the alien understands; and 

(B) offer to answer any questions the alien 
may have regarding the contents of the pam- 
phlet described in subsections (a) and (b). 

(2 LEGAL RIGHTS.—The consular officer 
shall disclose to the alien— 

(A) the legal rights of employment-based 
nonimmigrants under Federal immigration, 
labor, and employment laws; 

(B) the illegality of slavery, peonage, traf- 
ficking in persons, sexual assault, extortion, 
blackmail, and worker exploitation in the 
United States; and 

(C) the legal rights of immigrant victims 
of trafficking in persons, worker exploi- 
tation, and other related crimes, including— 

(i) the right of access to immigrant and 
labor rights groups; 

(ii) the right to seek redress in United 
States courts; and 

(iii) the right to report abuse without re- 
taliation. 

(3) VICTIM SERVICES.—In carrying out the 
disclosure requirement under this sub- 
section, the consular officer shall disclose to 
the alien the availability of services for vic- 
tims of human trafficking and worker ex- 
ploitation in the United States, including 
victim services complaint hotlines. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) EMPLOYMENT- OR EDUCATION-BASED NON- 
IMMIGRANT VISA.—The term ‘‘employment- or 
education-based nonimmigrant visa" 
means— 
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(A) a nonimmigrant visa issued under sub- 
paragraph (A)(iii), (G)(v), (H), or (J) of sec- 
tion 101(a)(15) of the Immigration and Na- 
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)); and 

(B) any nonimmigrant visa issued to a per- 
sonal or domestic servant who is accom- 
panying or following to join an employer. 

(2) SEVERE FORMS OF TRAFFICKING IN PER- 
SONS.—The term ‘“‘severe forms of trafficking 
in persons" has the meaning given the term 
in section 103 of the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7102). 

(3) SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” 
means the Secretary of State. 

(4) ABUSING AND EXPLOITING.—The term 
“abusing and exploiting" means any conduct 
which would constitute a violation of section 
1466A, 1589, 1591, 1592, 2251, or 2251A of title 
18, United States Code. 

SEC. 203. PROTECTIONS, REMEDIES, AND LIMITA- 
TIONS ON ISSUANCE FOR A-3 AND G- 
5 VISAS. 

(a) LIMITATIONS ON ISSUANCE OF A-3 AND G- 
5 VISAS.— 

(1) CONTRACT REQUIREMENT.—Notwith- 
standing any other provision of law, the Sec- 
retary of State may not issue— 

(A) an A-8 visa unless the applicant is em- 
ployed, or has signed a contract to be em- 
ployed containing the requirements set forth 
in subsection (d)(2), by an officer of a diplo- 
matic mission or consular post; or 

(B) a 6—5 visa unless the applicant is em- 
ployed, or has signed a contract to be em- 
ployed by an employee in an international 
organization. 

(2) SUSPENSION REQUIREMENT.—Notwith- 
standing any other provision of law, the Sec- 
retary shall suspend, for such period as the 
Secretary determines necessary, the 
issuance of A-3 visas ог 0—5 visas to appli- 
cants seeking to work for officials of a diplo- 
matic mission or an international organiza- 
tion, if the Secretary determines that there 
is credible evidence that 1 or more employ- 
ees of such mission or international organi- 
zation have abused or exploited 1 or more 
nonimmigrants holding an A-3 visa or a G-5 
visa, and that the diplomatic mission or 
international organization tolerated such ac- 
tions. 

(3) ACTION BY DIPLOMATIC MISSIONS OR 
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS.—The Sec- 
retary may suspend the application of the 
limitation under paragraph (2) if the Sec- 
retary determines and reports to the appro- 
priate congressional committees that a 
mechanism is in place to ensure that such 
abuse or exploitation does not reoccur with 
respect to any alien employed by an em- 
ployee of such mission or institution. 

(b) PROTECTIONS AND REMEDIES FOR A-3 AND 
G-5 NONIMMIGRANTS EMPLOYED BY DIPLOMATS 
AND STAFF OF INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZA- 
TIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may not 
issue or renew an A-3 visa or a G-5 visa un- 
less— 

(A) the visa applicant has executed a con- 
tract with the employer or prospective em- 
ployer containing provisions described in 
paragraph (2); and 

(B) a consular officer has conducted a per- 
sonal interview with the applicant outside 
the presence of the employer or any recruit- 
ment agent in which the officer reviewed the 
terms of the contract and the provisions of 
the pamphlet required under section 202. 

(2) MANDATORY CONTRACT.—The contract 
between the employer and domestic worker 
required under paragraph (1) shall include— 

(A) an agreement by the employer to abide 
by all Federal, State, and local laws in the 
United States; 
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(B) information on the frequency and form 
of payment, work duties, weekly work hours, 
holidays, sick days, and vacation days; and 

(C) an agreement by the employer not to 
withhold the passport, employment contract, 
or other personal property of the employee. 

(3) TRAINING OF CONSULAR OFFICERS.—The 
Secretary shall provide appropriate training 
to consular officers on the fair labor stand- 
ards described in the pamphlet required 
under section 202, trafficking in persons, and 
the provisions of this section. 

(4) RECORD KEEPING.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall 
maintain records on the presence of non- 
immigrants holding an A-3 visa or a G-5 visa 
in the United States, including— 

(i) information about when the non- 
immigrant entered and permanently exited 
the country of residence; 

(ii) the official title, contact information, 
and immunity level of the employer; and 

(iii) information regarding any allegations 
of employer abuse received by the Depart- 
ment of State. 

(c) PROTECTION FROM REMOVAL DURING 
LEGAL ACTIONS AGAINST FORMER EMPLOY- 
ERS.— 

(1) REMAINING IN THE UNITED STATES TO 
SEEK LEGAL REDRESS.— 

(A) EFFECT OF COMPLAINT FILING.—Except 
as provided in subparagraph (B), if a non- 
immigrant holding an A-8 visa or a G-5 visa 
working in the United States files a civil ac- 
tion under section 1595 of title 18, United 
States Code, or a civil action regarding a 
violation of any of the terms contained in 
the contract or violation of any other Fed- 
eral, State, or local law in the United States 
governing the terms and conditions of em- 
ployment of the nonimmigrant that are asso- 
ciated with acts covered by such section, the 
Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security shall permit the non- 
immigrant to remain legally in the United 
States for time sufficient to fully and effec- 
tively participate in all legal proceedings re- 
lated to such action. 

(B) EXCEPTION.—An alien described in sub- 
paragraph (A) may be deported before the 
conclusion of the legal proceedings related 
to a civil action described in such subpara- 
graph if such alien is— 

(i) inadmissible under paragraph 
DAAD, (2)(B), (2)(C), (2)0E), (2)(Н), D0, 
BAG), (3)CA)Gii), (3)(B), (3)(C), or (3)(F) of 
section 212(a) of the Immigration and Na- 
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)); or 

(ii) deportable under paragraph (2)(A)(ii), 
(2)(А )(111), (4)(А)(1), (4)CA) ii), (4)(B), or (4)(C) 
of section 237(a) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1227(a)). 

(C) FAILURE TO EXERCISE DUE DILIGENCE.—If 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, after 
consultation with the Attorney General, de- 
termines that the nonimmigrant holding an 
A-3 visa ог a G-5 visa has failed to exercise 
due diligence in pursuing an action described 
in subparagraph (A), the Secretary may ter- 
minate the status of the A-3 or G-5 non- 
immigrant. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION TO WORK.—The Attorney 
General and the Secretary of Homeland Se- 
curity shall authorize any nonimmigrant de- 
scribed in paragraph (1) to engage in employ- 
ment in the United States during the period 
the nonimmigrant is in the United States 
pursuant to paragraph (1). 

(d) STUDY AND REPORT.— 

(1) INVESTIGATION REPORT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
and every 2 years thereafter for the following 
10 years, the Secretary shall submit a report 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
on the implementation of this section. 
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(B) CONTENTS.—The report submitted 
under subparagraph (A) shall include— 

(i) an assessment of the actions taken by 
the Department of State and the Department 
of Justice to investigate allegations of traf- 
ficking or abuse of nonimmigrants holding 
an А-З visa or a G—5 visa; and 

(ii) the results of such investigations. 

(2) FEASIBILITY OF OVERSIGHT OF EMPLOYEES 
OF DIPLOMATS AND REPRESENTATIVES OF 
OTHER INSTITUTIONS REPORT.—Not later than 
180 days after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, the Secretary shall submit a report 
to the appropriate congressional committees 
on the feasibility of— 

(A) establishing a system to monitor the 
treatment of nonimmigrants holding an A-3 
visa or а G-5 visa who have been admitted to 
the United States; 

(B) a range of compensation approaches, 
such as a bond program, compensation fund, 
or insurance scheme, to ensure that such 
nonimmigrants receive appropriate com- 
pensation if their employers violate the 
terms of their employment contracts; and 

(C) with respect to each proposed com- 
pensation approach described in subpara- 
graph (B), an evaluation and proposal de- 
scribing the proposed processes for— 

(i) adjudicating claims of rights violations; 

(ii) determining the level of compensation; 
and 

(iii) administering the program, fund, or 
scheme. 

(e) ASSISTANCE TO LAW ENFORCEMENT IN- 
VESTIGATIONS.—The Secretary shall cooper- 
ate, to the fullest extent possible consistent 
with the United States obligations under the 
Vienna Convention on Diplomatic Relations, 
done at Vienna, April 18, 1961, (23 U.S.T. 
3229) with any investigation by United 
States law enforcement authorities of crimes 
related to abuse or exploitation of a non- 
immigrant holding an A-3 visa or a G-5 visa. 

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section: 

(1) А-З VISA.— The term ‘‘A-3 visa" means a 
nonimmigrant visa issued pursuant to sec- 
tion 101(a)(15)(A)(iii) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(A)(iii)). 

(2) G-5 VISA.—The term ‘‘G—5 visa" means a 
nonimmigrant visa issued pursuant to sec- 
tion 101(a)(15)(G)(v) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(G)(v)). 

(3 SECRETARY.—The term “Secretary” 
means the Secretary of State. 

(4) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT- 
TEES.—The term ‘“‘appropriate congressional 
committees" means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives; and 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations 
and the Committee on the Judiciary of the 
Senate. 

SEC. 204. RELIEF FOR CERTAIN VICTIMS PEND- 
ING ACTIONS ON PETITIONS AND AP- 
PLICATIONS FOR RELIEF. 

Section 237 of the Immigration and Nation- 
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1227) is amended by add- 
ing at the end the following: 

**(d)(1) If the Secretary of Homeland Secu- 
rity determines that an application for non- 
immigrant status under subparagraph (T) or 
(U) of section 101(a)(15) filed for an alien in 
the United States sets forth a prima facie 
case for approval, the Secretary may grant 
the alien an administrative stay of a final 
order of removal under section 241(c)(2) 
until— 

(А) the application for nonimmigrant sta- 
tus under such subparagraph (T) or (U) is ap- 
proved; or 

“(В) there is a final administrative denial 
of the application for such nonimmigrant 
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Status after the exhaustion of administrative 
appeals. 

**(2) The denial of а request for an adminis- 
trative stay of removal under this subsection 
Shall not preclude the alien from applying 
for a stay of removal, deferred action, or à 
continuance or abeyance of removal pro- 
ceedings under any other provision of the 
immigration laws of the United States. 

*(8) During any period in which the admin- 
istrative stay of removal is in effect, the 
alien shall not be removed. 

**(4) Nothing in this subsection may be con- 
strued to limit the authority of the Sec- 
retary of Homeland Security or the Attorney 
General to grant а stay of removal or depor- 
tation in any case not described in this sub- 
Section.". 

SEC. 205. EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY TO PERMIT 
CONTINUED PRESENCE IN THE 
UNITED STATES. 

(а) EXPANSION OF AUTHORITY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 107(c)(3) of the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7105(с)(3)) is amended to read as 
follows: 

*(8) AUTHORITY TO PERMIT CONTINUED PRES- 
ENCE IN THE UNITED STATES.— 

(А) TRAFFICKING VICTIMS.— 

**(1) IN GENERAL.—If a Federal law enforce- 
ment official files an application stating 
that an alien is à victim of а severe form of 
trafficking and may be а potential witness to 
such trafficking, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security may permit the alien to remain in 
the United States to facilitate the investiga- 
tion and prosecution of those responsible for 
such crime. 

“(11) SAFETY.—While investigating and 
prosecuting suspected traffickers, Federal 
law enforcement officials described in clause 
(i) shall endeavor to make reasonable efforts 
to protect the safety of trafficking victims, 
including taking measures to protect traf- 
ficked persons and their family members 
from intimidation, threats of reprisals, and 
reprisals from traffickers and their associ- 
ates. 

“ii) CONTINUATION OF  PRESENCE.— The 
Secretary shall permit an alien described in 
clause (i) who has filed a civil action under 
section 1595 of title 18, United States Code, 
to remain in the United States until such ac- 
tion is concluded. If the Secretary, in con- 
sultation with the Attorney General, deter- 
mines that the alien has failed to exercise 
due diligence in pursuing such action, the 
Secretary may revoke the order permitting 
the alien to remain in the United States. 

“(iv) EXCEPTION.—Notwithstanding clause 
(111), an alien described in such clause may 
be deported before the conclusion of the ad- 
ministrative and legal proceedings related to 
а, complaint described in such clause if such 
alien is inadmissible under paragraph 
DAAI, (2)(B), (2)(C), (2)(Е), (2)(Н), (2)(D, 
(8)(A)(i), (3)(А )(111), (3)(B), or (3)(С) of section 
212(a) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)). 

*(B) PAROLE FOR RELATIVES.—Law enforce- 
ment officials may submit written requests 
to the Secretary of Homeland Security, in 
accordance with section 240A(b)(6) of the Im- 
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1229b(b)(6), to permit the parole into the 
United States of certain relatives of an alien 
described in subparagraph (A)(i). 

“(C) STATE AND LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT.— 
The Secretary of Homeland Security, in con- 
sultation with the Attorney General, shall— 

“(1) develop materials to assist State and 
local law enforcement officials in working 
with Federal law enforcement to obtain con- 
tinued presence for victims of a severe form 
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of trafficking in cases investigated or pros- 
ecuted at the State or local level; and 

“(ii) distribute the materials developed 
under clause (i) to State and local law en- 
forcement officials.". 

(2 EFFECTIVE DATE.—The 
made by paragraph (1)— 

(A) shall take effect on the date of the en- 
actment of this Act; 

(B) shall apply to pending requests for con- 
tinued presence filed pursuant to section 
107(c)(3) of the Trafficking Victims Protec- 
tion Act (22 U.S.C. 7105(c)(3)) and requests 
filed on or after such date; and 

(C) may not be applied to an alien who is 
not present in the United States. 

(b) PAROLE FOR DERIVATIVES OF TRAF- 
FICKING VICTIMS.—Section 240A(b) of the Im- 
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1229b(b)) is amended by adding at the end the 
following: 

**(6) RELATIVES OF TRAFFICKING VICTIMS.— 

(А) IN GENERAL.—Upon written request by 
a law enforcement official, the Secretary of 
Homeland Security may parole under section 
212(d)(5) any alien who is a relative of an 
alien granted continued presence under sec- 
tion 107(c)(8)(A) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act (22 U.S.C. 7105(c)(8)(A)), if the 
relative— 

“(i) was, on the date on which law enforce- 
ment applied for such continued presence— 

**(T) in the case of an alien granted contin- 
ued presence who is under 21 years of age, 
the spouse, child, parent, or unmarried sib- 
ling under 18 years of age, of the alien; or 

“(ID in the case of an alien granted contin- 
ued presence who is 21 years of age or older, 
the spouse or child of the alien; or 

(11) is a parent or sibling of the alien who 
the requesting law enforcement official, in 
consultation with the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, as appropriate, determines to be in 
present danger of retaliation as a result of 
the alien's escape from the severe form of 
trafficking or cooperation with law enforce- 
ment, irrespective of age. 

**(B) DURATION OF PAROLE.— 

“(i) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary may ex- 
tend the parole granted under subparagraph 
(A) until the final adjudication of the appli- 
cation filed by the principal alien under sec- 
tion 101(a)(15)CT) Gi). 

(11) OTHER LIMITS ON DURATION.—If an ap- 
plication described in clause (i) is not filed, 
the parole granted under subparagraph (A) 
may extend until the later of— 

*(D the date on which the principal alien's 
authority to remain in the United States 
under section 107(c)(3)(A) of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act (22 U.S.C. 
7105(c)(3)(A)) is terminated; or 

*(II) the date on which a civil action filed 
by the principal alien under section 1595 of 
title 18, United States Code, is concluded. 

*(iii) DUE DILIGENCE.—Failure by the prin- 
cipal alien to exercise due diligence in filing 
& visa petition on behalf of an alien de- 
Scribed in clause (i) or (ii) of subparagraph 
(A), or in pursuing the civil action described 
in clause (ii)(II) (as determined by the Sec- 
retary of Homeland Security in consultation 
with the Attorney General) may result in 
revocation of parole. 

*(C) OTHER LIMITATIONS.—A relative may 
not be granted parole under this paragraph 
if— 

“(i) the Secretary of Homeland Security or 
the Attorney General has reason to believe 
that the relative was knowingly complicit in 
the trafficking of an alien permitted to re- 
main in the United States under section 
107(с)(3)(А) of the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Act (22 U.S.C. 7105(с)(3)(А)); or 
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*(ii) the relative is an alien described in 
paragraph (2) or (3) of section 212(a) or para- 
graph (2) or (4) of section 237(a).’’. 

Subtitle B—Assistance for Trafficking 
Victims 
ASSISTANCE FOR CERTAIN NON- 
IMMIGRANT STATUS APPLICANTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 481(c) of the Per- 
sonal Responsibility and Work Opportunity 
Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 1641(c)) is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (2)(B), by striking “ог” at 
the end; 

(2) in paragraph (3)(B), by striking the pe- 
riod at the end and inserting ‘‘; or"; and 

(3) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol- 
lowing: 

*(4) an alien who has been granted non- 
immigrant status under section 101(a)(15)(T) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act (8 
U.S.C. 1101(a)(15)(T)) or who has a pending 
application that sets forth a prima facie case 
for eligibility for such nonimmigrant sta- 
tus.". 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to appli- 
cations for public benefits and public bene- 
fits provided on or after the date of the en- 
actment of this Act without regard to 
whether regulations have been implemented 
to carry out such amendments. 

SEC. 212. INTERIM ASSISTANCE FOR CHILDREN. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 107(b)(1) of the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7105(b)(1)) is amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (Е)(1)(1), by inserting 
“or is unable to cooperate with such a re- 
quest due to physical or psychological trau- 
ma” before the semicolon; and 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 

‘(F) ELIGIBILITY FOR INTERIM ASSISTANCE 
OF CHILDREN.— 

(1) DETERMINATION.—Upon receiving cred- 
ible information that a child described in 
subparagraph (С)(11)(1) who is seeking assist- 
ance under this paragraph may have been 
subjected to a severe form of trafficking in 
persons, the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services shall promptly determine if the 
child is eligible for interim assistance under 
this paragraph. The Secretary shall have ex- 
clusive authority to make interim eligibility 
determinations under this clause. A deter- 
mination of interim eligibility under this 
clause shall not affect the independent deter- 
mination whether a child is a victim of a se- 
vere form of trafficking. 

“(ii) NOTIFICATION.—The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall notify the 
Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Homeland Security not later than 24 hours 
after all interim eligibility determinations 
have been made under clause (i). 

“(iii) DURATION.—Assistance under this 
paragraph may be provided to individuals de- 
termined to be eligible under clause (i) for a 
period of up to 90 days and may be extended 
for an additional 30 days. 

*(iv) LONG-TERM ASSISTANCE FOR CHIL- 
DREN.— 

"(D ELIGIBILITY DETERMINATION.—Before 
the expiration of the period for interim as- 
sistance under clause (iii), the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall determine 
if the child referred to in clause (i) is eligible 
for assistance under this paragraph. 

“(П) CONSULTATION.—In making a deter- 
mination under subclause (D, the Secretary 
shall consult with the Attorney General, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, and non- 
governmental organizations with expertise 
on victims of severe form of trafficking. 

"(IID LETTER OF ELIGIBILITY.—If the Sec- 
retary, after receiving information the Sec- 
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retary believes, taken as а whole, indicates 
that the child is eligible for assistance under 
this paragraph, the Secretary shall issue а 
letter of eligibility. The Secretary may not 
require that the child cooperate with law en- 
forcement as a condition for receiving such 
letter of eligibility. 

**(G) NOTIFICATION OF CHILDREN FOR INTERIM 
ASSISTANCE.—Not later than 24 hours after а 
Federal, State, or local official discovers 
that a person who is under 18 years of age 
may be a victim of a severe form of traf- 
ficking in persons, the official shall notify 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
to facilitate the provision of interim assist- 
ance under subparagraph (F).". 

(b) TRAINING OF GOVERNMENT PERSONNEL.— 
Section 107(c)(4) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7105(c)(4)) is 
amended— 

(1) by inserting *, the Department of 
Homeland Security, the Department of 
Health and Human Services," after ‘‘the De- 
partment of State’’; and 

(2) by inserting ‘‘, including juvenile vic- 
tims. The Attorney General and the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services shall 
provide training to State and local officials 
to improve the identification and protection 
of such victims” before the period at the end. 
SEC. 213. ENSURING ASSISTANCE FOR ALL VIC- 

TIMS OF TRAFFICKING IN PERSONS. 

(а) AMENDMENTS TO TRAFFICKING VICTIMS 
PROTECTION ACT OF 2000.— 

(1) ASSISTANCE FOR UNITED STATES CITIZENS 
AND LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENTS.—Section 
107 of the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7105) is amended by in- 
serting after subsection (e) the following: 

“(f) ASSISTANCE FOR UNITED STATES CITI- 
ZENS AND LAWFUL PERMANENT RESIDENTS.— 

*(1) IN GENERAL.— The Secretary of Health 
and Human Services and the Attorney Gen- 
eral, in consultation with the Secretary of 
Labor, shall establish a program to assist 
United States citizens and aliens lawfully 
admitted for permanent residence (as defined 
in section 101(a)(20) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(20))) who 
are victims of severe forms of trafficking. In 
determining the assistance that would be 
most beneficial for such victims, the Sec- 
retary and the Attorney General shall con- 
sult with nongovernmental organizations 
that provide services to victims of severe 
forms of trafficking in the United States. 

*(2) USE OF EXISTING PROGRAMS.—In addi- 
tion to specialized services required for vic- 
tims described in paragraph (1), the program 
established pursuant to paragraph (1) shall— 

*(A) facilitate communication and coordi- 
nation between the providers of assistance to 
such victims; 

“(В) provide a means to identify such pro- 
viders; and 

*(C) provide a means to make referrals to 
programs for which such victims are already 
eligible, including programs administered by 
the Department of Justice and the Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services. 

** (8) GRANTS.— 

*(A) IN GENERAL.— The Secretary of Health 
and Human Services and the Attorney Gen- 
eral may award grants to States, Indian 
tribes, units of local government, and non- 
profit, nongovernmental victim service orga- 
nizations to develop, expand, and strengthen 
victim service programs authorized under 
this subsection. 

*(B) MAXIMUM FEDERAL SHARE.—The Fed- 
eral share of à grant awarded under this 
paragraph may not exceed 75 percent of the 
total costs of the projects described in the 
application submitted by the grantee.’’. 
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(2) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
Section 113 of the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7110) is amend- 
ed— 

(A) in subsection (b)— 

(i) by striking ‘То carry out” and insert- 
ing the following: 

(1) ELIGIBILITY FOR BENEFITS AND ASSIST- 
ANCE.—To carry out”; and 

(ii) by adding at the end the following: 

(2) ADDITIONAL BENEFITS FOR TRAFFICKING 
VICTIMS.—To carry out the purposes of sec- 
tion 107(f), there are authorized to be appro- 
priated to the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services— 

**(A) $2,500,000 for fiscal year 2008; 

**(B) $5,000,0000 for fiscal year 2009; 

**(C) $7,000,000 for fiscal year 2010; and 

**(D) $7,000,000 for fiscal year 2011." ; and 

(B) in subsection (d)— 

(1) by striking “То carry out the purposes 
of section 107(b)" and inserting the fol- 
lowing: 

(А) ELIGIBILITY FOR BENEFITS AND ASSIST- 
ANCE.—To carry out the purposes of section 
107(b)”’; 

(ii) by striking ‘‘To carry out the purposes 
of section 134" and inserting the following: 

“(В) ASSISTANCE TO FOREIGN COUNTRIES.— 
To carry out the purposes of section 134”; 
and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following: 

(С) ADDITIONAL BENEFITS FOR TRAFFICKING 
VICTIMS.—To carry out the purposes of sec- 
tion 107(f), there are authorized to be appro- 
priated to the Attorney General— 

**(1) $2,500,000 for fiscal year 2008; 

011) $5,000,0000 for fiscal year 2009; 

**(iii) $7,000,000 for fiscal year 2010; and 

**(iv) $7,000,000 for fiscal year 2011.’’. 

(3) 'TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE.—Section 
107(b)(2)(B)(ii) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7105(b)(2)(B)(ii)) is amended to read as fol- 
lows: 

*(ii) 5 percent for training and technical 
assistance, including increasing capacity and 
expertise on security for and protection of 
service providers from intimidation or retal- 
iation for their activities.". 

(b) STUDY.— 

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 1 year 
after the date of the enactment of this Act, 
the Attorney General and the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall submit а 
report to the appropriate congressional com- 
mittees that identifies the existence and ex- 
tent of any service gap between victims de- 
scribed in section 107(b)(1) of the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 
7105) and individuals described in section 
107(f) of such Act, as amended by section 
213(a) of this Act. 

(2) ELEMENTS.—In carrying out the study 
under subparagraph (1), the Attorney Gen- 
eral and the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services shall— 

(A) investigate factors relating to the legal 
ability of the victims described in paragraph 
(1) to access government-funded social serv- 
ices in general, including the application of 
the Personal Responsibility and Work Oppor- 
tunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 (8 U.S.C. 
1641(c)(5)) and the Illegal Immigration and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (divi- 
sion C of Public Law 104-208; 110 Stat. 3009 et 
seq.); 

(B) investigate any other impediments to 
the access of the victims described in para- 
graph (1) to government-funded social serv- 
ices; 

(C) investigate any impediments to the ac- 
cess of the victims described in paragraph (1) 
to government-funded services targeted to 
victims of severe forms of trafficking; 
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(D) investigate the effect of trafficking 
service-provider infrastructure development, 
continuity of care, and availability of case- 
workers on the eventual restoration and re- 
habilitation of the victims described in para- 
graph (1); and 

(E) include findings, best practices, and 
recommendations, if any, based on the study 
of the elements described in subparagraphs 
(A) through (D) and any other related infor- 
mation. 


Subtitle C—Penalties Against Traffickers and 
Other Crimes 
SEC. 221. RESTITUTION OF FORFEITED ASSETS; 
ENHANCEMENT OF CIVIL ACTION. 

Chapter 77 of title 18, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) in section 1593(b), by adding at the end 
the following: 

**(4) The forfeiture of property under this 
subsection shall be governed by the provi- 
sions of section 413 (other than subsection (d) 
of such section) of the Controlled Substances 
Act (21 U.S.C. 853)."; and 

(2) in section 1595— 

(A) in subsection (a)— 

(i) by striking ‘‘of section 1589, 1590, or 
1591"; and 

(11) by inserting ‘(or whoever knowingly 
benefits, financially or by receiving any- 
thing of value from participation in a ven- 
ture which that person knew or should have 
known has engaged in an act in violation of 
this chapter)" after ‘‘perpetrator’’; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 

“(с) No action may be maintained under 
this section unless it is commenced not later 
than 10 years after the cause of action 
arose.". 

SEC. 222. ENHANCING PENALTIES 
FICKING OFFENSES. 

(a) DETENTION.— Section 3142(e) of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (1), (2), and 
(3) as subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C), respec- 
tively; 

(2) by inserting ‘‘(1)’’ 
hearing"; 

(3) by inserting ‘‘(2)’’ before ‘Іп а case"; 

(4) by inserting ‘‘(3)’’ before *'Subject to re- 
buttal’’; 

(5) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1) of this sub- 
section" each place it appears and inserting 
“subparagraph (A)’’; 

(6) in paragraph (3), as redesignated— 

(A) by striking ‘‘committed an offense" 
and inserting the following: ‘‘committed— 

**(A) an offense”; 

(B) by striking ‘‘46, an offense" and insert- 
ing the following: ‘‘46; 

“(В) an offense"; 

(С) by striking ‘‘title, or an offense" and 
inserting the following: ‘‘title; 

“(С) an offense"; and 

(D) by striking ‘‘prescribed or an offense" 
and inserting the following: ‘‘prescribed; 

*"(D) an offense under chapter 77 of this 
title for which a maximum term of imprison- 
ment of 20 years or more is prescribed; or 

** (E) an offense". 

(b) PREVENTING OBSTRUCTION.— 

(1) ENTICEMENT INTO SLAVERY.—Section 
1583 of title 18, United States Code, is amend- 
ed to read as follows: 


FOR TRAF- 


before “ПГ, after a 


*$ 1583. Enticement into slavery 


“(a) Whoever— 

**(1) kidnaps or carries away any other per- 
son, with the intent that such other person 
be sold into involuntary servitude, or held as 
a slave; 

*(2) entices, persuades, or induces any 
other person to go on board any vessel or to 
any other place with the intent that he or 
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she may be made or held as a Slave, or sent 
out of the country to be so made or held; or 

(3) obstructs, or attempts to obstruct, or 
in any way interferes with or prevents the 
enforcement of this section, 
shall be fined under this title, imprisoned 
not more than 20 years, or both. 

*(b) Whoever violates this section shall be 
fined under this title, imprisoned for any 
term of years or for life, or both if— 

*(1) the violation results in the death of 
the victim; or 

*(2) the violation includes kidnaping, an 
attempt to kidnap, aggravated sexual abuse, 
an attempt to commit aggravated sexual 
abuse, or an attempt to kill.’’. 

(2 SALE INTO INVOLUNTARY SERVITUDE.— 
Section 1584 of such title is amended— 

(A) by striking '^Whoever" and inserting 
the following: 

*(a) Whoever”; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 

*(b) Whoever obstructs, attempts to ob- 
struct, or in any way interferes with or pre- 
vents the enforcement of this section, shall 
be subject to the penalties described in sub- 
section (a).’’. 

(3) PUNISHING FINANCIAL GAIN FROM TRAF- 
FICKED LABOR.—Section 1589 of such title is 
amended to read as follows: 

“SEC. 1589. FORCED LABOR. 

“(а) Whoever knowingly provides or ob- 
tains the labor or services of a person by any 
one of, or by any combination of, the fol- 
lowing means— 

“(1) by means of force, threats of force, 
physical restraint, or threats of physical re- 
straint to that person or another person; 

**(2) by means of serious harm or threats of 
serious harm to that person or another per- 
Son; 

“(8) by means of the abuse or threatened 
abuse of law or legal process; or 

**(4) by means of any scheme, plan, or pat- 
tern intended to cause the person to believe 
that, if that person did not perform such 
labor or services, that person or another per- 
son would suffer serious harm or physical re- 
straint, 
shall be punished as provided under sub- 
section (d). 

*(b) Whoever knowingly benefits, finan- 

cially or by receiving anything of value, 
from participation in a venture which has 
engaged in the providing or obtaining of 
labor or services by any of the means de- 
Scribed in subsection (a), knowing or in reck- 
less disregard of the fact that the venture 
has engaged in the providing or obtaining of 
labor or services by any of such means, shall 
be punished as provided in subsection (d). 
**(c) In this section: 
**(1) The term ‘abuse or threatened abuse of 
law or legal process’ means the use or 
threatened use of а law or legal process, 
whether administrative, civil, or criminal, in 
any manner or for any purpose for which the 
law was not designed, in order to exert pres- 
sure on another person to cause that person 
to take some action or refrain from taking 
some action. 

*(2) The term ‘serious harm’ means any 
harm, whether physical or nonphysical, in- 


cluding psychological, financial, or 
reputational harm, that is sufficiently seri- 
ous, under all the surrounding  cir- 


cumstances, to compel а reasonable person 
of the same background and in the same cir- 
cumstances to perform or to continue per- 
forming labor or services in order to avoid 
incurring that harm. 

*(d) Whoever violates this section shall be 
fined under this title, imprisoned not more 
than 20 years, or both. If death results from 
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a violation of this section, or if the violation 
includes kidnaping, an attempt to kidnap, 
aggravated sexual abuse, or an attempt to 
kill, the defendant shall be fined under this 
title, imprisoned for any term of years or 
life, or both.’’. 

(4) TRAFFICKING.—Section 1590 of such title 
is amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘Whoever’’ and inserting 
the following: 

“(a) Whoever”; and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 

*(b) Whoever obstructs, attempts to ob- 
struct, or in any way interferes with or pre- 
vents the enforcement of this section, shall 
be subject to the penalties under subsection 
(a).". 

(5) SEX TRAFFICKING OF CHILDREN.—Section 
1591 of such title is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)— 

(i) in paragraph (1) by striking “ог ob- 
tains? and inserting ‘‘obtains, or main- 
tains’’; and 

(ii) in the matter following paragraph (2), 
by striking ‘‘that force, fraud, or coercion 
described in subsection (c)(2)" and inserting 
“, or in reckless disregard of the fact, that 
means of force, threats of force, fraud, coer- 
cion described in subsection (e)(2), or any 
combination of such means"; 

(B) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub- 
section (e); 

(C) in subsection (b)(1), by striking ‘‘force, 
fraud, or coercion” and inserting ‘‘means of 
force, threats of force, fraud, or coercion de- 
Scribed in subsection (e)(2), or by any com- 
bination of such means,” ; 

(D) by inserting after subsection (b) the 
following: 


(с) In a prosecution under subsection 
(а)(1) in which the defendant had a reason- 
able opportunity to observe the person so re- 
cruited, enticed, harbored, transported, pro- 
vided, obtained or maintained, the Govern- 
ment need not prove that the defendant 
knew that the person had not attained the 
age of 18 years. 


(а) Whoever obstructs, attempts to ob- 
struct, or in any way interferes with or pre- 
vents the enforcement of this section, shall 
be fined under this title, imprisoned for а 
term not to exceed 20 years, or both."'; 

(E) in subsection (е), as redesignated— 

(i) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para- 
graph (5); 

(ii) by redesignating paragraph (1) as para- 
graph (3); 

(iii) by inserting before paragraph (2) the 
following: 

**(1) The term ‘abuse or threatened abuse of 
law or legal process’ means the use or 
threatened use of à law or legal process, 
whether administrative, civil, or criminal, in 
any manner or for any purpose for which the 
law was not designed, in order to exert pres- 
sure on another person to cause that person 
to take some action or refrain from taking 
some action."; and 

(iv) by inserting after paragraph (3), as re- 
designated, the following: 

*(4) The term ‘serious harm’ means any 
harm, whether physical or nonphysical, in- 


cluding psychological, financial, or 
reputational harm, that is sufficiently seri- 
ous, under all the surrounding cir- 


cumstances, to compel а reasonable person 
of the same background and in the same cir- 
cumstances to perform or to continue per- 
forming commercial sexual activity in order 
to avoid incurring that harm.". 

(6) UNLAWFUL CONDUCT.—Section 1592 of 
such title is amended by adding at the end 
the following: 
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(с) Whoever obstructs, attempts to ob- 
Struct, or in any way interferes with or pre- 
vents the enforcement of this section, shall 
be subject to the penalties described in sub- 
section (a).’’. 

(c) HOLDING CONSPIRATORS ACCOUNTABLE.— 
Section 1594 of title 18, United States Code, 
is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (b), (с), 
and (d) as subsections (d), (e), and (f), respec- 
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol- 
lowing: 

(р) Whoever conspires with another to 
violate section 1581, 1583, 1589, 1590, or 1592 
Shall be punished in the same manner as а 
completed violation of such section. 

(с) Whoever conspires with another to 
violate section 1591 shall be fined under this 
title, imprisoned for any term of years or for 
life, or both.’’. 

(d) BENEFITTING FINANCIALLY FROM PEON- 
AGE, SLAVERY, AND 'TRAFFICKING IN PER- 
SONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 77 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by inserting 
after section 1598 the following: 

*$1593A. Benefitting financially from peon- 
age, slavery, and trafficking in persons 
“Whoever knowingly benefits, financially 

or by receiving anything of value, from par- 
ticipation in a venture which has engaged in 
any act in violation of section 1581(a), 1592, 
or 1595(a), Knowing or in reckless disregard 
of the fact that the venture has engaged in 
such violation, shall be fined under this title 
or imprisoned in the same manner as a com- 
pleted violation of such section.’’. 

(2) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The table of 
sections at the beginning of such chapter is 
amended by inserting after the item relating 
to section 1593 the following: 

“Sec. 1593A. Benefitting financially from pe- 
onage, slavery, and trafficking 
in persons.’’. 

(e) RETALIATION IN FOREIGN LABOR CON- 
TRACTING.—Chapter 63 of title 18, United 
States Code, is amended— 

(1) in the chapter heading, by adding at the 
end the following: “AND OTHER FRAUD OF- 
FENSES’”’; 

(2) by adding at the end the following: 

*$ 1351. Fraud in foreign labor contracting 
“Whoever knowingly and with intent to 

defraud recruits, solicits or hires a person 
outside the United States for purposes of em- 
ployment in the United States by means of 
materially false or fraudulent pretenses, rep- 
resentations or promises regarding that em- 
ployment shall be fined under this title or 
imprisoned for not more than 5 years, or 
both."; and 

(3) in the table of sections, by inserting 
after the item relating to section 1350 the 
following: 

‘1351. Fraud in foreign labor contracting.". 
(f) TIGHTENING IMMIGRATION PROHIBI- 

TIONS.— 

(1) GROUND OF INADMISSIBILITY FOR TRAF- 
FICKING.—Section 212(a)(2)(H)(i) of the Immi- 
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1182(a)(2)(H)(i)) is amended by striking ‘‘who 
is listed in a report submitted pursuant to 
section 111(b) of the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Act of 2000" and inserting ‘‘who com- 
mits or conspires to commit human traf- 
ficking offenses in the United States or out- 
side the United States’’. 

(2) GROUND OF REMOVABILITY.—Section 
237(a)(2) of such Act (8 U.S.C. 1227(a)(2)) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

“(F) TRAFFICKING.—Any alien described in 
section 212(a)(2)(H) is deportable.’’. 
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(g) AMENDMENT TO SENTENCING GUIDE- 
LINES.—Pursuant to its authority under sec- 
tion 994 of title 28, United States Code, the 
United States Sentencing Commission shall 
review and, if appropriate, amend the sen- 
tencing guidelines and policy statements ap- 
plicable to persons convicted of alien har- 
boring to ensure conformity with the sen- 
tencing guidelines applicable to persons con- 
victed of promoting a commercial sex act 
if— 

(1) the harboring was committed in fur- 
therance of prostitution; and 

(2) the defendant to be sentenced is an or- 
ganizer, leader, manager, or supervisor of the 
criminal activity. 

SEC. 223. JURISDICTION IN CERTAIN TRAF- 
FICKING OFFENSES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 77 of title 18, 
United States Code, is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

“$1596. Additional jurisdiction 
trafficking offenses 

*(a) IN GENERAL.—In addition to any do- 
mestic or extra-territorial jurisdiction oth- 
erwise provided by law, the courts of the 
United States have extra-territorial jurisdic- 
tion over any offense (or any attempt or con- 
Spiracy to commit an offense) under section 
1581, 1583, 1584, 1589, 1590, or 1591 if— 

**(1) an alleged offender is a national of the 
United States or an alien lawfully admitted 
for permanent residence (as those terms are 
defined in section 101 of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101)); or 

*(2) an alleged offender is present in the 
United States, irrespective of the nationality 
of the alleged offender. 

*(b) LIMITATION ON PROSECUTIONS OF OF- 
FENSES PROSECUTED IN OTHER COUNTRIES.— 
No prosecution may be commenced against а 
person under this section if а foreign govern- 
ment, in accordance with jurisdiction recog- 
nized by the United States, has prosecuted or 
is prosecuting such person for the conduct 
constituting such offense, except upon the 
approval of the Attorney General or the Dep- 
uty Attorney General (or a person acting in 
either such capacity), which function of ap- 
proval may not be delegated.’’. 

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.— The table of 
sections at the beginning of chapter 77 of 
title 18, United States Code, is amended by 
adding at the end the following: 

“1596. Additional jurisdiction in certain traf- 
ficking offenses.’’. 
SEC. 224. BAIL CONDITIONS, SUBPOENAS, AND 
REPEAT OFFENDER PENALTIES FOR 
SEX TRAFFICKING. 

(a) RELEASE AND DETENTION.—Subsections 
(f)1)(A) and (g)(1) of section 3142 of title 18, 
United States Code, are amended by striking 
“violence,” each place such term appears 
and inserting ‘‘violence, a violation of sec- 
tion 1591,". 

(b) SUBPOENAS.—Section 3486(a)(1)(D) of 
title 18, United States Code, is amended by 
inserting ':1591," after ‘‘1201,”’. 

(с) REPEAT OFFENDERS.—Section 
2426(b)(1)(A) of title 18, United States Code, 
is amended, by striking ‘‘or chapter 110" and 
inserting ‘‘chapter 110, or section 1591”. 

SEC. 225. PROMOTING EFFECTIVE STATE EN- 
FORCEMENT. 

(a) RELATIONSHIP AMONG FEDERAL AND 
STATE LAW.—Nothing in this Act, the Traf- 
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthoriza- 
tion Act of 2003, the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Reauthorization Act of 2005, chapters 
77 and 117 of title 18, United States Code, or 
any model law issued by the Department of 
Justice to carry out the purposes of any of 
the aforementioned statutes— 


in certain 
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(1) may be construed to treat prostitution 
as a valid form of employment under Federal 
law; or 

(2) shall preempt, supplant, or limit the ef- 
fect of any State or Federal criminal law. 


(b) MODEL STATE CRIMINAL PROVISIONS.—In 
addition to any model State antitrafficking 
statutes in effect on the date of the enact- 
ment of this Act, the Attorney General shall 
facilitate the promulgation of a model State 
statute that— 

(1) furthers a comprehensive approach to 
investigation and prosecution through mod- 
ernization of State and local prostitution 
and pandering statutes; and 

(2) is based in part on the provisions of the 
Act of August 15, 1985 (49 Stat. 651; D.C. Code 
22-2701 et seq.) (relating to prostitution and 
pandering). 


(c) DISTRIBUTION.—The model statute de- 
Scribed in subsection (b) and the text of 
chapter 27 of the Criminal Code of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia (D.C. Code 22-2701 et seq.) 
Shall be— 

(1) posted on the website of the Depart- 
ment of Justice; and 

(2) distributed to the Attorney General of 
each State. 


Subtitle D—Activities of the United States 
Government 


SEC. 231. ANNUAL REPORT BY THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL. 


Section 105(d)(7) of the Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7103(d)(7)) is 
amended— 

(1) in subparagraph (A)— 

(A) by striking ‘‘section 107(b)" and insert- 
ing ‘‘subsections (b) and (f) of section 107”; 
and 

(В) by inserting *the Attorney General," 
after ‘‘the Secretary of Labor,"; 

(2) in subparagraph (©), by striking “апа” 
at the end; 

(3) by redesignating subparagraph (H) as 
subparagraph (J); and 

(4) by inserting after subparagraph (G) the 
following: 

"(H) activities by the Department of De- 
fense to combat trafficking in persons, in- 
cluding— 

“(i) educational efforts for, and discipli- 
nary actions taken against, members of the 
United States Armed Forces; 

“(11) the development of materials used to 
train the armed forces of foreign countries; 
and 

*(iii) efforts to ensure that United States 
Government contractors and their employees 
or United States Government subcontractors 
and their employees do not engage in traf- 
ficking in persons; 

“(П activities or actions by Federal depart- 
ments and agencies to enforce— 

**(1) section 106(g) and any similar law, reg- 
ulation, or policy relating to United States 
Government contractors and their employees 
or United States Government subcontractors 
and their employees that engage in severe 
forms of trafficking in persons, the procure- 
ment of commercial sex acts, or the use of 
forced labor, including debt bondage; 

**(ii) section 307 of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 
U.S.C. 1307; relating to prohibition on impor- 
tation of convict-made goods), including any 
determinations by the Secretary of Home- 
land Security to waive the restrictions of 
such section; and 

0111) prohibitions on the procurement by 
the United States Government of items or 
services produced by slave labor, consistent 
with Executive Order 18107 (December 10, 
1998); and’’. 
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SEC. 232. INVESTIGATION BY THE INSPECTORS 
GENERAL. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—For each of the fiscal 
years 2010 through 2012, the Inspectors Gen- 
eral of the Department of Defense, the De- 
partment of State, and the United States 
Agency for International Development shall 
investigate a sample of the contracts de- 
Scribed in subsection (b). 

(b) CONTRACTS DESCRIBED.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The contracts described in 
subsection (a) are contracts, or subcontracts 
at any tier, under which there is a height- 
ened risk that à contractor may engage, 
knowingly or unknowingly, in acts related 
to trafficking in persons, such as— 

(A) confiscation of an employee's passport; 

(B) restriction on an employee's mobility; 

(С) abrupt or evasive repatriation of an 
employee; 

(D) deception of an employee regarding the 
work destination; or 

(E) acts otherwise described in section 
106(g) of the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7104). 

(2) CONSULTATION AND INFORMATION RE- 
CEIVED.—In determining the type of contact 
that should be investigated pursuant to sub- 
section (a), the Inspectors General shall— 

(A) consult with the Director of the Office 
to Combat Trafficking in Persons of the De- 
partment of State; and 

(B) take into account any credible infor- 
mation received regarding report of traf- 
ficking in persons. 

(c) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than January 15, 
2009, and annually thereafter through Janu- 
ary 15, 2011, each Inspector General shall sub- 
mit a report to the congressional commit- 
tees listed in paragraph (3)— 

(A) summarizing the findings of the inves- 
tigations conducted in the previous year, in- 
cluding any findings regarding trafficking in 
persons or any improvements needed to pre- 
vent trafficking in persons; and 

(B) in the case of any contractor or subcon- 
tractor with regard to which the Inspector 
General has found substantial evidence of 
trafficking in persons, report as to— 

(i) whether or not the case has been re- 
ferred for prosecution; and 

(ii) whether or not the case has been treat- 
ed in accordance with section 106(g) of the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7104) (relating to termination of 
certain grants, contracts and cooperative 
agreements). 

(2) JOINT REPORT.—The Inspectors General 
described in subsection (a) may submit their 
reports jointly. 

(3) CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEES.—The com- 
mittees list in this paragraph are— 

(A) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Armed Services of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(D) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives. 

SEC. 233. SENIOR POLICY OPERATING GROUP. 

Section 206 of the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Reauthorization Act of 2005 (42 
U.S.C. 14044d) is amended by striking ‘‘, as 
the department or agency determines appro- 
priate,". 

SEC. 234. PREVENTING UNITED STATES TRAVEL 
BY TRAFFICKERS. 

Section 212(a)(2)(H)(i) of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1182(a)(2)(H)(i)) 
is amended by striking ‘‘consular officer" 
and inserting ‘‘consular officer, the Sec- 
retary of Homeland Security, the Secretary 
of State,’’. 
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SEC. 235. ENHANCING EFFORTS TO COMBAT THE 
TRAFFICKING OF CHILDREN. 

(а) COMBATING CHILD TRAFFICKING AT THE 
BORDER AND PORTS OF ENTRY OF THE UNITED 
STATES.— 

(1) POLICIES AND PROCEDURES.—In order to 
enhance the efforts of the United States to 
prevent trafficking in persons, the Secretary 
of Homeland Security, in conjunction with 
the Secretary of State, the Attorney Gen- 
eral, and the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, shall develop policies and proce- 
dures to ensure that unaccompanied alien 
children in the United States are safely repa- 
triated to their country of nationality or of 
last habitual residence. 

(2) SPECIAL RULES FOR CHILDREN FROM CON- 
TIGUOUS COUNTRIES.— 

(A) DETERMINATIONS.—Any unaccompanied 
alien child who is a national or habitual resi- 
dent of a country that is contiguous with the 
United States shall be treated in accordance 
with subparagraph (B), if the Secretary of 
Homeland Security determines, on a case-by- 
case basis, that— 

(i) such child has not been a victim of a se- 
vere form of trafficking in persons, and there 
is no credible evidence that such child is at 
risk of being trafficked upon return to the 
child's country of nationality or of last ha- 
bitual residence; 

(ii) such child does not have a fear of re- 
turning to the child's country of nationality 
or of last habitual residence owing to a cred- 
ible fear of persecution; and 

(iii) the child is able to make an inde- 
pendent decision to withdraw the child's ap- 
plication for admission to the United States. 

(B) RETURN.—An immigration officer who 
finds an unaccompanied alien child described 
in subparagraph (A) at а land border or port 
of entry of the United States and determines 
that such child is inadmissible under the Im- 
migration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101 
et seq.) may— 

(i) permit such child to withdraw the 
child's application for admission pursuant to 
section 235(a)(4) of the Immigration and Na- 
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1225(a)(4)); and 

(ii) return such child to the child's country 
of nationality or country of last habitual 
residence. 

(С) CONTIGUOUS COUNTRY AGREEMENTS.— 
The Secretary of State shall negotiate agree- 
ments between the United States and coun- 
tries contiguous to the United States with 
respect to the repatriation of children. Such 
agreements shall be designed to protect chil- 
dren from severe forms of trafficking in per- 
sons, and shall, at а minimum, provide 
that— 

(i) no child shall be returned to the child's 
country of nationality or of last habitual 
residence unless returned to appropriate em- 
ployees or officials, including child welfare 
officials where available, of the accepting 
country's government; 

(ii) no child shall be returned to the child's 
country of nationality or of last habitual 
residence outside of reasonable business 
hours; and 

(iii) border personnel of the countries that 
are parties to such agreements are trained in 
the terms of such agreements. 

(3) RULE FOR OTHER CHILDREN.— The cus- 
tody of unaccompanied alien children not de- 
Scribed in paragraph (2)(A) who are appre- 
hended at the border of the United States or 
at a United States port of entry shall be 
treated in accordance with subsection (b). 

(4) SCREENING.— Within 48 hours of the ap- 
prehension of а child who is believed to be 
described in paragraph (2)(A), but in any 
event prior to returning such child to the 
child's country of nationality or of last ha- 
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bitual residence, the child shall be screened 
to determine whether the child meets the 
criteria listed in paragraph (2)(A). If the 
child does not meet such criteria, or if no de- 
termination can be made within 48 hours of 
apprehension, the child shall immediately be 
transferred to the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services and treated in accordance 
with subsection (b). Nothing in this para- 
graph may be construed to preclude an ear- 
lier transfer of the child. 

(5) ENSURING THE SAFE REPATRIATION OF 
CHILDREN.— 

(A) REPATRIATION PILOT PROGRAM.—To pro- 
tect children from trafficking and exploi- 
tation, the Secretary of State shall create a 
pilot program, in conjunction with the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services and the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, nongovern- 
mental organizations, and other national 
and international agencies and experts, to 
develop and implement best practices to en- 
sure the safe and sustainable repatriation 
and reintegration of unaccompanied alien 
children into their country of nationality or 
of last habitual residence, including place- 
ment with their families, legal guardians, or 
other sponsoring agencies. 

(B) ASSESSMENT OF COUNTRY CONDITIONS.— 
The Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
consult the Department of State’s Country 
Reports on Human Rights Practices and the 
Trafficking in Persons Report in assessing 
whether to repatriate an unaccompanied 
alien child to a particular country. 

(C) REPORT ON REPATRIATION OF UNACCOM- 
PANIED ALIEN CHILDREN.—Not later than 18 
months after the date of the enactment of 
this Act, and annually thereafter, the Sec- 
retary of State and the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services, with assistance from 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, shall 
submit a report to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary of the Senate and the Committee on 
the Judiciary of the House of Representa- 
tives on efforts to improve repatriation pro- 
grams for unaccompanied alien children. 
Such report shall include— 

(i) the number of unaccompanied alien 
children ordered removed and the number of 
such children actually removed from the 
United States; 

(ii) a statement of the nationalities, ages, 
and gender of such children; 

(iii) a description of the policies and proce- 
dures used to effect the removal of such chil- 
dren from the United States and the steps 
taken to ensure that such children were safe- 
ly and humanely repatriated to their coun- 
try of nationality or of last habitual resi- 
dence, including a description of the repatri- 
ation pilot program created pursuant to sub- 
paragraph (A); 

(iv) a description of the type of immigra- 
tion relief sought and denied to such chil- 
dren; 

(v) any information gathered in assess- 
ments of country and local conditions pursu- 
ant to paragraph (2); and 

(vi) statistical information and other data 
on unaccompanied alien children as provided 
for in section 462(0)(1)(Ј) of the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279(b)(1)(J)). 

(D) PLACEMENT IN REMOVAL PROCEEDINGS.— 
Any unaccompanied alien child sought to be 
removed by the Department of Homeland Se- 
curity, except for an unaccompanied alien 
child from a contiguous country subject to 
exceptions under subsection (a)(2), shall be— 

(i) placed in removal proceedings under 
section 240 of the Immigration and Nation- 
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1229a); 

(ii) eligible for relief under section 240B of 
such Act (8 U.S.C. 1229c) at no cost to the 
child; and 
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(iii) provided access to counsel in accord- 
ance with subsection (c)(5). 

(b) COMBATING CHILD TRAFFICKING AND EX- 
PLOITATION IN THE UNITED STATES.— 

(1) CARE AND CUSTODY OF UNACCOMPANIED 
ALIEN CHILDREN.—Consistent with section 462 
of the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 
U.S.C. 279), and except as otherwise provided 
under subsection (a), the care and custody of 
all unaccompanied alien children, including 
responsibility for their detention, where ap- 
propriate, shall be the responsibility of the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services. 

(2) NOTIFICATION.—Each department ог 
agency of the Federal Government shall no- 
tify the Department of Health and Human 
services within 48 hours upon— 

(A) the apprehension or discovery of an un- 
accompanied alien child; or 

(B) any claim or suspicion that an alien in 
the custody of such department or agency is 
under 18 years of age. 

(3) TRANSFERS OF UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN 
CHILDREN.—Except in the case of exceptional 
circumstances, any department or agency of 
the Federal Government that has an unac- 
companied alien child in custody shall trans- 
fer the custody of such child to the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services not 
later than 72 hours after determining that 
such child is an unaccompanied alien child. 

(4) AGE DETERMINATIONS.—The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services, in consultation 
with the Secretary of Homeland Security, 
Shall develop procedures to make а prompt 
determination of the age of an alien, which 
shall be used by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security and the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services for children in their respec- 
tive custody. At à minimum, these proce- 
dures shall take into account multiple forms 
of evidence, including the non-exclusive use 
of radiographs, to determine the age of the 
unaccompanied alien. 

(c) PROVIDING SAFE AND SECURE PLACE- 
MENTS FOR CHILDREN.— 

(1) POLICIES AND PROGRAMS.— The Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, Secretary of 
Homeland Security, Attorney General, and 
Secretary of State shall establish policies 
and programs to ensure that unaccompanied 
alien children in the United States are pro- 
tected from traffickers and other persons 
seeking to victimize or otherwise engage 
such children in criminal, harmful, or ex- 
ploitative activity, including policies and 
programs reflecting best practices in witness 
Security programs. 

(2) SAFE AND SECURE PLACEMENTS.—Subject 
to section 462(b)(2) of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279(b)(2)), an unaccom- 
panied alien child in the custody of the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services shall 
be promptly placed in the least restrictive 
setting that is in the best interest of the 
child. In making such placements, the Sec- 
retary may consider danger to self, danger to 
the community, and risk of flight. Place- 
ment of child trafficking victims may in- 
clude placement in an Unaccompanied Ref- 
ugee Minor program, pursuant to section 
412(d) of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1522(d), if a suitable family 
member is not available to provide care. A 
child shall not be placed in a secure facility 
absent а determination that the child poses 
a danger to self or others or has been 
charged with having committed a criminal 
offense. The placement of а child in à secure 
facility shall be reviewed, at a minimum, on 
a monthly basis, in accordance with proce- 
dures prescribed by the Secretary, to deter- 
mine if such placement remains warranted. 

(3) SAFETY AND SUITABILITY ASSESSMENTS.— 
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(A) IN GENERAL.—Subject to the require- 
ments of subparagraph (B), an unaccom- 
panied alien child may not be placed with а 
person or entity unless the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services makes a deter- 
mination that the proposed custodian is ca- 
pable of providing for the child's physical 
and mental well-being. Such determination 
shall, at а minimum, include verification of 
the custodian's identity and relationship to 
the child, if any, as well as an independent 
finding that the individual has not engaged 
in any activity that would indicate a poten- 
tialrisk to the child. 

(B) HOME STUDIES.—Before placing the 
child with an individual, the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall determine 
whether a home study is first necessary. A 
home study shall be conducted for a child 
who is à victim of a severe form of traf- 
ficking in persons, a special needs child with 
a disability (as defined in section 3 of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 (42 
U.S.C. 12102(2))), a child who has been a vic- 
tim of physical or sexual abuse under cir- 
cumstances that indicate that the child’s 
health or welfare has been significantly 
harmed or threatened, or a child whose pro- 
posed sponsor clearly presents a risk of 
abuse, maltreatment, exploitation, or traf- 
ficking to the child based on all available ob- 
jective evidence. The Secretary of Health 
and Human Services shall conduct follow-up 
services, during the pendency of removal 
proceedings, on children for whom a home 
study was conducted and is authorized to 
conduct follow-up services in cases involving 
children with mental health or other needs 
who could benefit from ongoing assistance 
from a social welfare agency. 

(C) ACCESS TO INFORMATION.—Not later 
than 2 weeks after receiving a request from 
the Secretary of Health and Human Services, 
the Secretary of Homeland Security shall 
provide information necessary to conduct 
suitability assessments from appropriate 
Federal, State, and local law enforcement 
and immigration databases. 

(4) LEGAL ORIENTATION PRESENTATIONS.— 
The Secretary of Health and Human Services 
shall cooperate with the Executive Office for 
Immigration Review to ensure that 
custodians receive legal orientation presen- 
tations provided through the Legal Orienta- 
tion Program administered by the Executive 
Office for Immigration Review. At а min- 
imum, such presentations shall address the 
custodian's responsibility to attempt to en- 
sure the child's appearance at all immigra- 
tion proceedings and to protect the child 
from mistreatment, exploitation, and traf- 
ficking. 

(5) ACCESS TO COUNSEL.—The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services shall ensure, to 
the greatest extent practicable and con- 
sistent with section 292 of the Immigration 
and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1362), that all 
unaccompanied alien children who are or 
have been in the custody of the Secretary or 
the Secretary of Homeland Security, and 
who are not described in subsection (a)(2)(A), 
have counsel to represent them in legal pro- 
ceedings or matters and protect them from 
mistreatment, exploitation, and trafficking. 
To the greatest extent practicable, the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services shall 
make every effort to utilize the services of 
pro bono counsel who agree to provide rep- 
resentation to such children without charge. 

(6 CHILD ADVOCATES.— The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services is authorized to 
appoint independent child advocates for 
child trafficking victims and other vulner- 
able unaccompanied alien children. A child 
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advocate shall be provided access to mate- 
rials necessary to effectively advocate for 
the best interest of the child. The child advo- 
cate shall not be compelled to testify or pro- 
vide evidence in any proceeding concerning 
any information or opinion received from 
the child in the course of serving as a child 
advocate. The child advocate shall be pre- 
sumed to be acting in good faith and be im- 
mune from civil and criminal liability for 
lawful conduct of duties as described in this 
provision. 

(d) PERMANENT PROTECTION FOR CERTAIN 
AT-RISK CHILDREN.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Section 101(a)(27)(J) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(27)(J)) is amended— 

(A) in clause (i) by striking ‘‘State and 
who has been deemed eligible by that court 
for long-term foster care due to abuse, ne- 
glect, or abandonment;' and inserting 
“State, or an individual or entity appointed 
by а State or juvenile court located in the 
United States, and whose reunification with 
one or both of the immigrant's parents is not 
viable due to abuse, neglect, abandonment, 
or a similar basis found under State law;"; 
and 

(B) in clause (iii)— 

(i) in the matter preceding subclause (I), by 
striking ‘‘the Attorney General expressly 
consents to the dependency order serving as 
a precondition to the grant of special immi- 
grant juvenile status;" and inserting ‘“‘the 
Secretary of Homeland Security consents to 
the grant of special immigrant juvenile sta- 
tus,"; and 

(ii) in subclause (1), by striking ‘‘in the ac- 
tual or constructive custody of the Attorney 
General unless the Attorney General specifi- 
cally consents to such jurisdiction;" and in- 
serting ‘‘in the custody of the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services unless the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services specifi- 
cally consents to such jurisdiction;". 

(2) EXPEDITIOUS ADJUDICATION.—All appli- 
cations for special immigrant status under 
section 101(a)(27)(J) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(J)) shall 
be adjudicated by the Secretary of Homeland 
Security not later than 180 days after the 
date on which the application is filed. 

(3) ADJUSTMENT OF STATUS.—Section 
245(h)(2)(A) of the Immigration and Nation- 
ality Act (8 U.S.C. 1255(h)(2)(A)) is amended 
to read as follows: 

"(A) paragraphs (4), (5)(A), (6)(A), (6)(C), 
(6)(D), (7)(A), and (9)(B) of section 212(a) shall 
not apply; and”. 

(4) ELIGIBILITY FOR ASSISTANCE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—A child who has been 
granted special immigrant status under sec- 
tion 101(a)(27)(J) of the Immigration and Na- 
tionality Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(27)(J)) and who 
was either in the custody of the Secretary of 
Health and Human Services at the time a de- 
pendency order was granted for such child or 
who was receiving services pursuant to sec- 
tion 501(а) of the Refugee Education Assist- 
ance Act of 1980 (8 U.S.C. 1522 note) at the 
time such dependency order was granted, 
Shall be eligible for placement and services 
under section 412(d) of the Immigration and 
Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 1522(d)) until the 
earlier of— 

(i) the date on which the child reaches the 
age designated in section 412(d)(2)(B) of the 
Immigration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1522(d)(2)(B)); or 

(ii) the date on which the child is placed in 
a permanent adoptive home. 

(B) STATE REIMBURSEMENT.—Subject to the 
availability of appropriations, if State foster 
care funds are expended on behalf of а child 
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who is not described in subparagraph (A) and 
has been granted special immigrant status 
under section 101(a)(27)(J) of the Immigra- 
tion and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(27)(J)), the Federal Government shall 
reimburse the State in which the child re- 
sides for such expenditures by the State. 

(5) STATE COURTS ACTING IN LOCO 
PARENTIS.—A department or agency of a 
State, or an individual or entity appointed 
by a State court or juvenile court located in 
the United States, acting in loco parentis, 
shall not be considered a legal guardian for 
purposes of this section or section 462 of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 279). 

(6 TRANSITION  RULE.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, an alien de- 
scribed in section 101(a)(27)(J) of the Immi- 
gration and Nationality Act (8 U.S.C. 
1101(a)(27)(J)), as amended by paragraph (1), 
may not be denied special immigrant status 
under such section after the date of the en- 
actment of this Act based on age if the alien 
was a child on the date on which the alien 
applied for such status. 

(7) ACCESS TO ASYLUM PROTECTIONS.—Sec- 
tion 208 of the Immigration and Nationality 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1158) is amended— 

(A) in subsection (a)(2), by adding at the 
end the following: 

(Е) APPLICABILITY.—Subparagraphs (A) 
and (B) shall not apply to an unaccompanied 
alien child (as defined in section 462(g) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
279(g)))."; and 

(B) in subsection (b)3), by adding at the 
end the following: 

**(C) INITIAL JURISDICTION.—An asylum offi- 
cer (as defined in section 235(b)(1)(E)) shall 
have initial jurisdiction over any asylum ap- 
plication filed by an unaccompanied alien 
child (as defined in section 462(g) of the 
Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
279(g))), regardless of whether filed in accord- 
ance with this section or section 235(b).’’. 

(8) SPECIALIZED NEEDS OF UNACCOMPANIED 
ALIEN CHILDREN.—Applications for asylum 
and other forms of relief from removal in 
which an unaccompanied alien child is the 
principal applicant shall be governed by reg- 
ulations which take into account the special- 
ized needs of unaccompanied alien children 
and which address both procedural and sub- 
stantive aspects of handling unaccompanied 
alien children’s cases. 


(e) TRAINING.—The Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the Sec- 
retary of Health and Human Services, and 
the Attorney General shall provide special- 
ized training to all Federal personnel, and 
upon request, state and local personnel, who 
have substantive contact with unaccom- 
panied alien children. Such personnel shall 
be trained to work with unaccompanied alien 
children, including identifying children who 
are victims of severe forms of trafficking in 
persons, and children for whom asylum or 
special immigrant relief may be appropriate, 
including children described in subsection 
(а)(2). 


(f) AMENDMENTS TO THE HOMELAND SECU- 
RITY ACT OF 2002.— 

(1) ADDITIONAL RESPONSIBILITIES.— Section 
462(b)(1)(L) of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 279(b)(1)(L)) is amended by 
striking the period at the end and inserting 
*, including regular follow-up visits to such 
facilities, placements, and other entities, to 
assess the continued suitability of such 
placements.". 

(2) TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS.—Section 462(b) 
of such Act (6 U.S.C. 279(b)) is further amend- 
ed— 
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(A) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘para- 
graph (1)(G)," and inserting ‘“‘paragraph (1),”’; 
and 

(B) by adding at the end the following: 

“(4) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in 
paragraph (2)(B) may be construed to require 
that a bond be posted for an unaccompanied 
alien child who is released to a qualified 
sponsor.’’. 

(g) DEFINITION OF UNACCOMPANIED ALIEN 
CHILD.—For purposes of this section, the 
term ‘‘unaccompanied alien child" has the 
meaning given such term in section 462(g) of 
the Homeland Security Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 
279(g)). 

(h) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section— 

(1) shall take effect on the date that is 90 
days after the date of the enactment of this 
Act; and 

(2) shall also apply to all aliens in the 
United States in pending proceedings before 
the Department of Homeland Security or the 
Executive Office for Immigration Review, or 
related administrative or Federal appeals, on 
the date of the enactment of this Act. 

(i) GRANTS AND CONTRACTS.—The Secretary 
of Health and Human Services may award 
grants to, and enter into contracts with, vol- 
untary agencies to carry out this section and 
section 462 of the Homeland Security Act of 
2002 (6 U.S.C. 279). 

SEC. 236. RESTRICTION OF PASSPORTS FOR SEX 
TOURISM. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Following any conviction 
of an individual for a violation of section 
2423 of title 18, United States Code, the At- 
torney General shall notify in a timely man- 
ner— 

(1) the Secretary of State for appropriate 
action under subsection (b); and 

(2) the Secretary of Homeland Security for 
appropriate action under the Immigration 
and Nationality Act. 

(b) AUTHORITY TO RESTRICT PASSPORT.— 

(1) INELIGIBILITY FOR PASSPORT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of State 
shall not issue a passport or passport card to 
an individual who is convicted of a violation 
of section 2423 of title 18, United States Code, 
during the covered period if the individual 
used a passport or passport card or otherwise 
crossed an international border in commit- 
ting the offense. 

(B) PASSPORT REVOCATION.—The Secretary 
of State shall revoke a passport or passport 
card previously issued to an individual de- 
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

(2) EXCEPTIONS.— 

(A) EMERGENCY AND HUMANITARIAN SITUA- 
TIONS.—Notwithstanding paragraph (1) the 
Secretary of State may issue a passport or 
passport card, in emergency circumstances 
or for humanitarian reasons, to an individual 
described in paragraph (1)(A). 

(B) LIMITATION FOR RETURN TO UNITED 
STATES.—Notwithstanding paragraph (1), the 
Secretary of State may, prior to revocation, 
limit à previously issued passport or pass- 
port card only for return travel to the United 
States, or may issue а limited passport or 
passport card that only permits return trav- 
el to the United States. 

(3) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection— 

(A) the term ‘‘covered period" means the 
period beginning on the date on which an in- 
dividual is convicted of a violation of section 
2423 of title 18, United States Code, and end- 
ing on the later of— 

(i) the date on which the individual is re- 
leased from а sentence of imprisonment re- 
lating to the offense; and 

(ii) the end of а period of parole or other 
supervised release of the covered individual 
relating to the offense; and 
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(B) the term *imprisonment'" means being 
confined in or otherwise restricted to a jail, 
prison, half-way house, treatment facility, or 
another institution, on a full or part-time 
basis, pursuant to the sentence imposed as 
the result of a criminal conviction. 


SEC. 237. ADDITIONAL REPORTING ON CRIME. 


(a) TRAFFICKING OFFENSE CLASSIFICATION.— 
The Director of the Federal Bureau of Inves- 
tigation shall— 

(1) classify the offense of human traf- 
ficking as à part I crime in the Uniform 
Crime Reports; 

(2) to the extent feasible, establish subcat- 
egories for State sex crimes that involve— 

(A) à person who is younger than 18 years 
of age; 

(B) the use of force, fraud or coercion; or 

(C) neither of the elements described in 
subparagraphs (A) and (B); and 

(3) classify the offense of human traf- 
ficking as a Group A offense for purpose of 
the National Incident-Based Reporting Sys- 
tem. 

(b) ADDITIONAL INFORMATION.— The Direc- 
tor of the Federal Bureau of Investigation 
shall revise the Uniform Crime Reporting 
System and the National Incident-Based Re- 
porting System to distinguish between re- 
ports of— 

(1) incidents of assisting or promoting 
prostitution, which shall include crimes 
committed by persons who— 

(A) do not directly engage in commercial 
sex acts; and 

(B) direct, manage, or profit from such 
acts, such as State pimping and pandering 
crimes; 

(2) incidents of purchasing prostitution, 
which shall include crimes committed by 
persons who purchase or attempt to purchase 
or trade anything of value for commercial 
sex acts; and 

(8) incidents of prostitution, which shall 
include crimes committed by persons pro- 
viding or attempting to provide commercial 
Sex acts. 

(c) REPORTS AND STUDIES.— 

(1) REPORTS.—Not later than February 1, 
2010, the Attorney General shall submit to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs and the 
Committee on the Judiciary of the House of 
Representatives and the Committee on For- 
eign Relations and the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary of the Senate reports on the fol- 
lowing: 

(A) Activities or actions, in fiscal years 
2001 through 2009, by Federal departments 
and agencies to enforce the offenses set forth 
in chapter 117 of title 18, United States Code, 
including information regarding the number 
of prosecutions, the number of convictions, 
an identification of multiple-defendant cases 
and the results thereof, and, for fiscal years 
2008 and 2009, the number of prosecutions, 
the number of convictions, and an identifica- 
tion of multiple-defendant case and the re- 
sults thereof, the use of expanded statutes of 
limitation and other tools to prosecute 
crimes against children who reached the age 
of eighteen years since the time the crime 
was committed. 

(B) The interaction, in Federal human traf- 
ficking prosecutions in fiscal years 2001 
through 2010, of Federal restitution provi- 
sions with those provisions of law allowing 
restoration and remission of criminally and 
civilly forfeited property, including the dis- 
tribution of proceeds among multiple vic- 
tims. 

(C) Activities or actions, in fiscal years 
2001 through 2010, to enforce the offenses set 
forth in chapters 95 and 96 of title 18, United 
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States Code, in cases involving human traf- 
ficking, sex trafficking, or prostitution of- 
fenses. 

(D) Activities or actions, in fiscal years 
2008 and 2009, by Federal departments and 
agencies to enforce the offenses set forth in 
the Act of August 15, 1935 (49 Stat. 651; D.C. 
Code 22-2701 et seq.) (relating to prostitution 
and pandering), including information re- 
garding the number of prosecutions, the 
number of convictions, and an identification 
of multiple-defendant cases and the results 
thereof. 

(2) STUDIES.—Subject to availability of ap- 
propriations, the head of the National Insti- 
tute of Justice shall conduct— 

(A) а comprehensive study to examine the 
use of Internet-based businesses and services 
by criminal actors in the sex industry, and 
to disseminate best practices for investiga- 
tion and prosecution of trafficking and pros- 
titution offenses involving the Internet; and 

(B) à comprehensive study to examine the 
application of State human trafficking stat- 
utes, including such statutes based on the 
model law developed by the Department of 
Justice, cases prosecuted thereunder, and 
the impact, if any, on enforcement of other 
State criminal statutes. 

(3) STUDIES PREVIOUSLY REQUIRED BY LAW.— 
Not later than 90 days after the date of the 
enactment of this Act, the Attorney General 
Shall report to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs and the Committee on the Judiciary of 
the House of Representatives and the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Relations and the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary of the Senate on the 
status of the studies required by paragraph 
(В)(1) and (ii) of section 201(a)(1) of the Traf- 
ficking Victims Protection Reauthorization 
Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 14044(a)(1)) and indicate 
the projected date when such studies will be 
completed. 

SEC. 238. PROCESSING OF CERTAIN VISAS. 

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after 
the date of the enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall sub- 
mit to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and 
the Committee on the Judiciary of the House 
of Representatives and the Committee on 
Foreign Relations and the Committee on the 
Judiciary of the Senate a report on the oper- 
ations of the _ specially-trained Violence 
Against Women Act Unit at the Citizenship 
and Immigration Service’s Vermont Service 
Center. 

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required by sub- 
section (a) shall include the following ele- 
ments: 

(1) Detailed information about the funds 
expended to support the work of the Violence 
Against Women Act Unit at the Vermont 
Service Center. 

(2) A description of training for adjudica- 
tors, victim witness liaison officers, man- 
agers, and others working in the Violence 
Against Women Act Unit, including general 
training and training on confidentiality 
issues. 

(3) Measures taken to ensure the retention 
of specially-trained staff within the Violence 
Against Women Act Unit. 

(4) Measures taken to ensure the creation 
and retention of à core of supervisory staff 
within the Violence Against Women Act 
Unit and the Vermont Service Center with 
responsibility over resource allocation, pol- 
icy, program development, training and 
other substantive or operational issues af- 
fecting the Unit, who have historical knowl- 
edge and experience with the Trafficking 
Victims Protection Act of 2000, the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994, Violence Against 
Women Act of 1994 confidentiality, and the 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


Specialized policies and procedures of the De- 
partment of Homeland Security and its pred- 
ecessor agencies in such cases. 

(5) Measures taken to ensure routine con- 
sultation between the Violence Against 
Women Act Unit, U.S. Citizenship and Immi- 
gration Services Headquarters, and the Of- 
fice of Policy and Strategy during the devel- 
opment of any Department of Homeland Se- 
curity regulations or policies that impact 
Violence Against Women Act of 1994 con- 
fidentiality-protected victims and their de- 
rivative family members. 

(6) Information on any circumstances in 
which victim-based immigration applica- 
tions have been adjudicated by entities other 
than the Violence Against Women Act Unit 
at the Vermont Service Center, including 
reasons for such action and what steps, if 
any, were taken to ensure that such applica- 
tions were handled by trained personnel and 
what steps were taken to comply with the 
confidentiality provisions of the Violence 
Against Women Act of 1994. 

(7) Information on the time in which it 
takes to adjudicate victim-based immigra- 
tion applications, including the issuance of 
visas, work authorization and deferred ac- 
tion in a timely manner consistent with the 
safe and competent processing of such appli- 
cations, and steps taken to improve in this 
area. 

SEC. 239. TEMPORARY INCREASE IN FEE FOR 
CERTAIN CONSULAR SERVICES. 

(a) INCREASE IN FEE.—Notwithstanding any 
other provision of law, not later than Octo- 
ber 1, 2009, the Secretary of State shall in- 
crease by $1 the fee or surcharge assessed 
under section 140(a) of the Foreign Relations 
Authorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(Public Law 108-236; 8 U.S.C. 1851 note) for 
processing machine-readable nonimmigrant 
visas and machine-readable combined border 
crossing identification cards and non- 
immigrant visas. 

(b) DEPOSIT OF AMOUNTS.—Notwithstanding 
section 140(a)(2) of the Foreign Relations Au- 
thorization Act, Fiscal Years 1994 and 1995 
(Public Law 103-236; 8 U.S.C. 1351 note), the 
additional amount collected pursuant the fee 
increase under subsection (a) shall be depos- 
ited in the Treasury. 

(c) DURATION OF INCREASE.—The fee in- 
crease authorized under subsection (a) shall 
terminate on the date that is 3 years after 
the first date on which such increased fee is 
collected. 

TITLE III—AUTHORIZATIONS OF 
APPROPRIATIONS 
SEC. 301. TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2000. 

Section 118 of the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Act of 2000, as amended by section 
218(a)(2), is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a)— 

(A) in the first sentence— 

(i) by striking *'section 104, and”; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘$1,500,000’’ and all that fol- 
lows through ::$5,500,000 for each of the fiscal 
years 2006 and 2007" and inserting ‘‘$5,500,000 
for each of the fiscal years 2008 through 
2011"; and 

(B) in the second sentence— 

(i) by striking ‘‘for official reception and 
representation expenses $3,000" and inserting 
**$1,500,000 for additional personnel for each 
of the fiscal years 2008 through 2011, and 
$3,000 for official reception and representa- 
tion expenses”; and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘2006 and 2007" and insert- 
ing ‘‘2008 through 2011”; 

(2) in subsection (b)(1), by striking 
**$5,000,000" and all that follows and inserting 
“$12,500,000 for each of the fiscal years 2008 
through 2011"; 
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(3) in subsection (c)— 

(A) in paragraph (1)— 

(i) by striking ‘‘2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007" 
each place it appears and inserting ‘‘2008 
through 2011"; and 

(ii) in subparagraph (B), by adding at the 
end the following: ‘‘To carry out the pur- 
poses of section 107(a)(1)(F), there are au- 
thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary 
of State $1,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 
2008 through 2011.”’; 

(B) by striking paragraph (2); 

(C) by redesignating paragraph (3) as para- 
graph (2); and 

(D) in paragraph (2), as redesignated— 

(i) by striking ‘‘section 104" and inserting 
“sections 116(f) and 502B(h) of the Foreign 
Assistance Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151n(f) and 
2304(h))’’; and 

(11) by striking *', including the prepara- 
tion" and all that follows and inserting a pe- 
riod; 

(4) in subsection (d)— 

(A) in the first sentence, by striking 
*:$5,000,000" and all that follows through 
*:2007" and inserting ‘‘$10,000,000 for each of 
the fiscal years 2008 through 2011"; and 

(B) in the second sentence, by striking 
“+2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007” and inserting ‘‘2008 
through 2011"; 

(5) in subsection (e)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking 
*:$5,000,000" and all that follows and inserting 
*:$15,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2008 
through 2011.”’; 

(B) in paragraph (2)— 

(1) by striking ‘‘section 109" and inserting 
“section 134 of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 (22 U.S.C. 21524)”; and 

(ii) by striking ::$5,000,000" and all that fol- 
lows and inserting ‘‘$15,000,000 for each of the 
fiscal years 2008 through 2011." ; and 

(С) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘‘$300,000’’ 
and all that follows and inserting ‘‘$2,000,000 
for each of the fiscal years 2008 through 
2011.”’; 

(6 in subsection (®, by striking 
**$5,000,000" and all that follows and inserting 
*:$10,000,000 for each of the fiscal years 2008 
through 2011.”’; 

(7) in subsection (h), by striking ‘‘fiscal 
year 2006" and inserting ‘‘each of the fiscal 
years 2008 through 2011"; and 

(8) in subsection (i), by striking ‘‘2006 and 
2007" and inserting ‘‘2008 through 2011”. 

SEC. 302. TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT OF 2005. 

The Trafficking Victims Protection Reau- 
thorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 109-164) is 
amended— 

(1) in section 102(b)(7), by striking ‘‘2006 
and 2007" and inserting ‘‘2008 through 2011”; 

(2) in section 201(c)— 

(A) in paragraph (1), by striking ‘‘$2,500,000 
for each of the fiscal years 2006 and 2007" 
each place it appears апа inserting 
*:$1,500,000 for each of the fiscal years 2008 
through 2011"; and 

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘2006 and 
2007" and inserting ‘‘2008 through 2011”; 

(3) in section 202(d), by striking ‘‘$10,000,000 
for each of the fiscal years 2006 and 2007" and 
inserting ‘‘$8,000,000 for each of the fiscal 
years 2008 through 2011”; 

(4) in section 203(g), by striking ‘‘2006 and 
2007" and inserting ‘‘2008 through 2011"; and 

(5) in section 204(d), by striking ‘‘$25,000,000 
for each of the fiscal years 2006 and 2007" and 
inserting ‘$20,000,000 for each of the fiscal 
years 2008 through 2011". 

SEC. 303. RULE OF CONSTRUCTION. 

The amendments made by sections 301 and 
302 may not be construed to affect the avail- 
ability of funds appropriated pursuant to the 
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authorizations of appropriations under the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(division A of Public Law 106-386; 22 U.S.C. 
7101 et seq.) and the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public 
Law 109-164) before the date of the enact- 
ment of this Act. 

SEC. 304. TECHNICAL AMENDMENTS. 

(a) TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION ACT 
or 2000.—Sections 103(1) and 105(d)(7) of the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(22 U.S.C. 7102(1) and 7103(d)(7)) are each 
amended by striking ‘‘Committee on Inter- 
national Relations" each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs". 

(b) TRAFFICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION REAU- 
THORIZATION ACT OF 2005.—Section 102(b)(6) 
and subsections (c)(2)(B)(i) and (e)(2) of sec- 
tion 104 of the Trafficking Victims Protec- 
tion Reauthorization Act of 2005 (Public Law 
109-164) are amended by striking ‘‘Committee 
on International Relations” each place it ap- 
pears and inserting ‘‘Committee on Foreign 
Affairs’’. 

TITLE IV—CHILD SOLDIERS PREVENTION 
SEC. 401. SHORT TITLE. 

This title may be cited as the ‘‘Child Sol- 
diers Prevention Act of 2008’’. 

SEC. 402. DEFINITIONS. 

In this title: 

(1) APPROPRIATE CONGRESSIONAL COMMIT- 
TEES.—The term “‘appropriate congressional 
committees" means— 

(A) the Committee on Foreign Relations of 
the Senate; 

(B) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the Senate; 

(C) the Committee on Foreign Affairs of 
the House of Representatives; and 

(D) the Committee on Appropriations of 
the House of Representatives. 

(2) CHILD SOLDIER.—Consistent with the 
provisions of the Optional Protocol to the 
Convention of the Rights of the Child, the 
term ‘‘child soldier"— 

(A) means— 

(i) any person under 18 years of age who 
takes a direct part in hostilities as a member 
of governmental armed forces; 

(ii) any person under 18 years of age who 
has been compulsorily recruited into govern- 
mental armed forces; 

(iii) any person under 15 years of age who 
has been voluntarily recruited into govern- 
mental armed forces; or 

(iv) any person under 18 years of age who 
has been recruited or used in hostilities by 
armed forces distinct from the armed forces 
of a state; and 

(B) includes any person described in 
clauses (ii), (iii), or (iv) of subparagraph (A) 
who is serving in any capacity, including in 
a support role such as a cook, porter, mes- 
senger, medic, guard, or sex slave. 

SEC. 403. SENSE OF CONGRESS. 

It is the sense of Congress that— 

(1) the United States Government should 
condemn the conscription, forced recruit- 
ment, or use of children by governments, 
paramilitaries, or other organizations; 

(2) the United States Government should 
support and, to the extent practicable, lead 
efforts to establish and uphold international 
standards designed to end the abuse of 
human rights described in paragraph (1); 

(3) the United States Government should 
expand ongoing services to rehabilitate re- 
covered child soldiers and to reintegrate 
such children back into their respective 
communities by— 

(A) offering ongoing psychological services 
to help such children— 
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(i) to recover from the trauma suffered 
during their forced military involvement; 

(ii) to relearn how to interact with others 
in nonviolent ways so that such children are 
no longer a danger to their respective com- 
munities; and 

(iii) by taking into consideration the needs 
of girl soldiers, who may be at risk of exclu- 
sion from disarmament, demobilization, and 
reintegration programs; 

(B) facilitating reconciliation with such 
communities through negotiations with tra- 
ditional leaders and elders to enable recov- 
ered abductees to resume normal lives in 
such communities; and 

(C) providing educational and vocational 
assistance; 

(4) the United States should work with the 
international community, including, as ap- 
propriate, third country governments, non- 
governmental organizations, faith-based or- 
ganizations, United Nations agencies, local 
governments, labor unions, and private en- 
terprises— 

(A) to bring to justice rebel and para- 
military forces that kidnap children for use 
as child soldiers; 

(B) to recover those children who have 
been abducted; and 

(C) to assist such children to be rehabili- 
tated and reintegrated into their respective 
communities; 

(5) the Secretary of State, the Secretary of 
Labor, and the Secretary of Defense should 
coordinate programs to achieve the goals de- 
scribed in paragraph (3); 

(6) United States diplomatic missions in 
countries in which the use of child soldiers is 
an issue, whether or not such use is sup- 
ported or sanctioned by the governments of 
such countries, should include in their mis- 
sion program plans a strategy to achieve the 
goals described in paragraph (3); 

(7) United States diplomatic missions in 
countries in which governments use or tol- 
erate child soldiers should develop strate- 
gies, as part of annual program planning— 

(A) to promote efforts to end such abuse of 
human rights; and 

(B) to identify and integrate global best 
practices, as available, into such strategies 
to avoid duplication of effort; and 

(8) in allocating or recommending the allo- 
cation of funds or recommending candidates 
for programs and grants funded by the 
United States Government, United States 
diplomatic missions should give serious con- 
sideration to those programs and candidates 
that are expected to promote the end to the 
abuse of human rights described in this sec- 
tion. 

SEC. 404. PROHIBITION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections 
(b), (с), and (d), the authorities contained in 
section 516 or 541 of the Foreign Assistance 
Act of 1961 (22 U.S.C. 2321j or 2347) or section 
23 of the Arms Export Control Act (22 U.S.C. 
2763) may not be used to provide assistance 
to, and no licenses for direct commercial 
sales of military equipment may be issued 
to, the government of a country that is 
clearly identified, pursuant to subsection (b), 
for the most recent year preceding the fiscal 
year in which the authorities or license 
would have been used or issued in the ab- 
sence of a violation of this title, as having 
governmental armed forces or government- 
supported armed groups, including 
paramilitaries, militias, or civil defense 
forces, that recruit and use child soldiers. 

(b) IDENTIFICATION AND NOTIFICATION TO 
COUNTRIES IN VIOLATION OF STANDARDS.— 

(1) PUBLICATION OF LIST OF FOREIGN GOV- 
ERNMENTS.—The Secretary of State shall in- 
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clude a list of the foreign governments that 
have violated the standards under this title 
and are subject to the prohibition in sub- 
section (a) in the report required under sec- 
tion 110(b) of the Trafficking Victims Protec- 
tion Act of 2000 (22 U.S.C. 7107(b)). 

(2) NOTIFICATION OF FOREIGN COUNTRIES.— 
The Secretary of State shall formally notify 
any government identified pursuant to sub- 
section (a). 

(c) NATIONAL INTEREST WAIVER.— 

(1) WAIVER.—The President may waive the 
application to a country of the prohibition in 
subsection (a) if the President determines 
that such waiver is in the national interest 
of the United States. 

(2 PUBLICATION AND NOTIFICATION.—Not 
later than 45 days after each waiver is grant- 
ed under paragraph (1), the President shall 
notify the appropriate congressional com- 
mittees of the waiver and the justification 
for granting such waiver. 

(d) REINSTATEMENT OF ASSISTANCE.—The 
President may provide to a country assist- 
ance otherwise prohibited under subsection 
(a) upon certifying to the appropriate con- 
gressional committees that the government 
of such country— 

(1) has implemented measures that include 
an action plan and actual steps to come into 
compliance with the standards outlined in 
section 404(b); and 

(2) has implemented policies and mecha- 
nisms to prohibit and prevent future govern- 
ment or government-supported use of child 
soldiers and to ensure that no children are 
recruited, conscripted, or otherwise com- 
pelled to serve as child soldiers. 

(e) EXCEPTION FOR PROGRAMS DIRECTLY RE- 
LATED TO ADDRESSING THE PROBLEM OF CHILD 
SOLDIERS OR PROFESSIONALIZATION OF THE 
MILITARY.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President may pro- 
vide assistance to a country for inter- 
national military education, training, and 
nonlethal supplies (as defined in section 
2557(d)(1)(B) of title 10, United States Code) 
otherwise prohibited under subsection (a) 
upon certifying to the appropriate congres- 
sional committees that— 

(A) the government of such country is tak- 
ing reasonable steps to implement effective 
measures to demobilize child soldiers in its 
forces or in government-supported 
paramilitaries and is taking reasonable steps 
within the context of its national resources 
to provide demobilization, rehabilitation, 
and reintegration assistance to those former 
child soldiers; and 

(B) the assistance provided by the United 
States Government to the government of 
such country will go to programs that will 
directly support professionalization of the 
military. 

(2) LIMITATION.—The exception under para- 
graph (1) may not remain in effect for a 
country for more than 5 years. 

SEC. 405. REPORTS. 

(a) INVESTIGATION OF ALLEGATIONS REGARD- 
ING CHILD SOLDIERS.—United States missions 
abroad shall thoroughly investigate reports 
of the use of child soldiers. 

(b) INFORMATION FOR ANNUAL HUMAN 
RIGHTS REPORTS.—In preparing those por- 
tions of the annual Human Rights Report 
that relate to child soldiers under sections 
116 and 502B of the Foreign Assistance Act of 
1961 (22 U.S.C. 2151n(f) and 2304(h)), the Sec- 
retary of State shall ensure that such re- 
ports include a description of the use of child 
soldiers in each foreign country, including— 

(1) trends toward improvement in such 
country of the status of child soldiers or the 
continued or increased tolerance of such 
practices; and 
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(2) the role of the government of such 
country in engaging in or tolerating the use 
of child soldiers. 

(c) ANNUAL REPORT TO CONGRESS.—If, dur- 
ing any of the 5 years following the date of 
the enactment of this Act, a country is noti- 
fied pursuant to section 404(b)(2), or a wavier 
is granted pursuant to section 404(c)(1), the 
President shall submit a report to the appro- 
priate congressional committees not later 
than June 15 of the following year. The re- 
port shall include— 

(1) а list of the countries receiving notifi- 
cation that they are in violation of the 
standards under this title; 

(2) a list of any waivers or exceptions exer- 
cised under this title; 

(3) justification for any such waivers and 
exceptions; and 

(4) а description of any assistance provided 
under this title pursuant to the issuance of 
such waiver. 


SEC. 406. TRAINING FOR FOREIGN SERVICE OFFI- 
CERS. 


Section 708 of the Foreign Service Act of 
1980 (22 U.S.C. 4028) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: 

*(c) The Secretary of State, with the as- 
sistance of other relevant officials, shall es- 
tablish as part of the standard training pro- 
vided for chiefs of mission, deputy chiefs of 
mission, and other officers of the Service 
who are or will be involved in the assessment 
of child soldier use or the drafting of the an- 
nual Human Rights Report instruction on 
matters related to child soldiers, and the 
Substance of the Child Soldiers Prevention 
Act of 2008.’’. 

SEC. 407. EFFECTIVE DATE; APPLICABILITY. 

This title, and the amendments made by 
this title, shall take effect 180 days after the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker, the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, 
Public Law 106—386, has made, | believe, an 
enormous positive difference in our efforts to 
end modern-day slavery, a nefarious enter- 
prise that nets the exploiters billions of dollars 
each year. 

The 7-year-old landmark law and its numer- 
ous reinforcing provisions to prevent traf- 
ficking, to protect victims and to prosecute to 
the max those who traffic, has been a model 
statute worldwide. Indeed, many of its provi- 
sions have been adopted into law in whole or 
in part by governments around the world. 

Mr. Speaker, the TVPA of 2000 does not 
pull any punches. By naming the names of 
countries out of compliance with what we call 
minimum standards and by imposing smart 
sanctions that are prescribed in the act, the 
withholding of nonhumanitarian aid, for exam- 
ple, we have signaled to the world that ending 
this egregious practice is among the highest 
priorities of the United States. 

By protecting the victims and not sending 
them back to their home country where they 
are often exploited in a vicious cycle of exploi- 
tation, we say to the victims we will make 
every effort to make you safe and secure. By 
prosecuting the traffickers and imposing seri- 
ous jail time, we are telling these exploiters we 
are coming after you, we will hunt you down, 
and you are going to pay for your crimes. 

Since the enactment of the TVPA, the traf- 
fickers here and abroad are increasingly likely 
to face prosecution and conviction. In the 7- 
year period before its enactment, DOJ pros- 
ecuted 91 suspected traffickers. In the last 7 
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years, the Justice Department has prosecuted 
449, representing a 339 percent increase. The 
Department has secured 342 convictions and 
guilty pleas, compared with 74 in the same 
period prior to the act. And it has opened 822 
new investigations, an almost five-fold in- 
crease over the 135 opened prior to imple- 
mentation of the law. Worldwide, nearly 5,700 
traffickers were prosecuted last year alone, 
and more than 3,400 were convicted. 

Notwithstanding these successes, it is clear 
that more has to be done to destroy this mob- 
infested, criminal enterprise known as human 
trafficking. According to research sponsored 
by the U.S. Government and completed in 
2006, approximately 800,000 people are traf- 
ficked internationally and millions more are 
trafficked within their country. According to the 
same research, the vast majority of 
transnational victims, almost 80 percent, are 
women and girls, and almost half of those 
800,000 victims are minors. These figures are 
low compared to those posited by the Inter- 
national Labor Organization, which estimates 
12.3 million people are subjected to forced 
labor, bonded labor, forced child labor, and 
sexual servitude. 

The continued imperative to fight modern- 
day slavery was again brought home to me 
while | was in Russia last week. At the same 
time as | was participating in meetings with 
Russian officials about how to improve our re- 
spective countries’ efforts to fight human traf- 
ficking, the news media was reporting that a 
man who was living in my home state of New 
Jersey—just outside my district—had been ac- 
cused of engaging in sex trafficking. This indi- 
vidual with dual U.S-Russian citizenship alleg- 
edly was traveling to St. Petersburg and hiring 
out 13- and 14-year old girls from an orphan- 
age as prostitutes after he himself had sexu- 
ally abused them. This case highlights the fact 
that we all potentially have traffickers living in 
our neighborhoods, and we must do more to 
protect our children and children everywhere 
in the world. 

The bill before us today, Mr. Speaker, is a 
very good piece of bipartisan legislation, and 
it aims to do just that by updating, expanding, 
and improving the TPVA. 

There have been lessons learned since the 
first law was enacted 8 years ago and subse- 
quently reauthorized in 2003 and 2005. They 
are incorporated into this legislation as we try 
to do an even better job in mitigating the suf- 
fering of the victims while simultaneously 
going after those who traffic and the countries 
that harbor traffickers who are also part of the 
problem themselves. 

The bill is appropriately named after William 
Wilberforce, who was 21 years old when he 
was elected to the House of Commons in 
1780. John Newton, the former slave captain 
turned convert to Christ, encouraged Wilber- 
force as well as others to fight the battle 
against slavery. Wilberforce agreed and then 
poured his heart into that battle. 

Wilberforce once said: “Never, never will we 
desist until we extinguish every trace of this 
bloody traffic to which our posterity, looking 
back to the history of those enlightened times, 
will scarce believe that it has been suffered to 
exist so long to disgrace and dishonor this 
country.” 

He also said: “So enormous, so dreadful, so 
remediable did the trade’s wickedness quickly 
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appear that my own mind was completely 
made up for its abolition." We need to fight 
with Wilberforce-like tenacity against this mod- 
ern-day slave trade. 

One of the most prominent provisions of the 
original TVPA was the establishment of the 
tier-ranking system that indicates how well or 
poorly a country is conforming to the minimum 
standards. We found when we created the 
watch list that some of the countries began to 
realize they could be "parked" there with no 
serious consequence for their failure. Tier 2 
watch list countries found there was no pen- 
alty even though they made no improvements. 
That has to change: Two years and then you 
are off the watch list, up or down. If significant 
improvements fail to materialize, or the coun- 
try fails to come up with a written plan to elimi- 
nate trafficking and devote sufficient resources 
to implement that plan, the country is put on 
tier three, subject to penalties. 

Mr. Speaker, the William Wilberforce Act 
would also clarify a provision in the original 
TVPA—that should never have required clari- 
fication—that the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services must make initial determina- 
tions of benefit eligibility for minors who are 
potential trafficking victims, without the in- 
volvement of either the Attorney General or 
Secretary of Homeland Security. This should 
rectify an erroneous interpretation and applica- 
tion of the law by these agencies, and facili- 
tate the immediate assistance desperately 
needed by children rescued from exploitative 
and traumatic situations. 

Among the many other important provisions 
of this bill, calls for investigations by the In- 
spector Generals of the Department of De- 
fense, State Department and the United 
States Agency for International Development, 
respectively, into ascertain contracts awarded 
by those agencies. The IGs' attention would 
be directed to contracts that carry a risk of en- 
couraging human trafficking, including in- 
stances where a contractor or subcontractor 
may be engaging in the procurement of a 
commercial sex act. The reports to be sub- 
mitted to Congress subsequent to these inves- 
tigations will be valuable in ascertaining the 
commitment of our own government in com- 
bating human trafficking, and provide an ex- 
ample to be emulated by other governments 
as well. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, 1 would emphasize that 
effective cooperation, and especially the bipar- 
tisan cooperation we see here today, and part- 
nership with other countries, is essential if we 
are to win this winnable war. Without it, we 
are doomed to either meager results or out- 
right failure. With so many lives hanging in the 
balance, failure simply is not an option. None 
of us alone can stop human trafficking. Too 
much evil is involved here, and the prospect of 
making billions has enticed some of the most 
unsavory and cruel individuals on Earth, in- 
cluding organized crime. Too much demand, 
enabled by crass indifference, unbridled hedo- 
nism and misogynistic attitudes has turned 
people, especially women, into objects, only 
valued for their utility in the brothel or in the 
sweatshop. And the relative lack of visibility 
makes the task of combating trafficking all the 
more difficult. 

Trafficking, like germs, infection and dis- 
ease, thrives in shadowy and murky places. 
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But the contagion slows and it even dies when 
exposed to the light. This legislation brings 
more light, bright light, to this problem; and it 
will act as a powerful disinfectant. 

So the challenge to us today is to bring this 
new light, the bright light of sustained scrutiny 
and enacting good laws, like this one, and 
then implementing them aggressively. We 
need to employ best practices and well-honed 
strategies in order to win the freedom of the 
slaves and to spare others unspeakable 
agony. 

Together, we can make the pimps and the 
exploiters pay by doing serious jail time as 
well as the forfeiture of their assets, their 
boats, their villas, and their fat bank accounts. 

We can end this barbaric, cruel modern-day 
slavery. Make no mistake about it, this is a 
winnable war but we need to fight in a way so 
as to win. This legislation further propels us in 
that fight, and we will win this and the slaves 
will be free. 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. Mr. 
Speaker, | rise in support of H.R. 7311, the 
William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protec- 
tion Reauthorization Act of 2008 and applaud 
its passage in the House. 

This Act will allow for appropriations through 
2011 to assist in combating human trafficking 
and to further provide protection for victims of 
human sex trafficking in the United States. 

As the Chairwoman of the Committee on 
Homeland Security Subcommittee on Border, 
Maritime and Counterterrorism, | held a series 
of hearings entitled "Crossing the Border: Im- 
migrants in Detention and Victims of Traf- 
ficking.” These hearings identified and dis- 
cussed many urgent issues related to the pre- 
vention of human trafficking and assistance for 
victims of human trafficking. 

These issues impact countries around the 
world, whether they are a source of or des- 
tination for trafficked persons. Official esti- 
mates show that between 2 to 4 million per- 
sons are trafficked each year, including ap- 
proximately 17,500 individuals who are traf- 
ficked into the United States. 

The United States must also work to im- 
prove its efforts to combat trafficking within our 
own borders. This bill will assist with enhanc- 
ing the rights of victims, who are trafficked into 
the United States, and will provide special pro- 
tections to child victims. 

At the same time, we must continue to work 
on this issue in our local communities. In my 
district, a number of agencies, including law 
enforcement, service providers, and commu- 
nity organizations have joined together to form 
the Orange County Human Trafficking, Task 
Force (OCHTTF). 1 am very proud of the Task 
Force's work to reduce human trafficking in 
southern California, and | urge my colleagues 
to support these types of task forces as com- 
munities around the country work to stop 
human trafficking 

H.R. 7311 also provides critical assistance 
to victims seeking relief and access to special 
U.S. visas to protect them from their traf- 
fickers. 

| am proud to support this legislation which 
is an important step in the worldwide fight 
against human trafficking. 

Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, |, in concert 
with Mr. CONYERS, the Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary, make the following ex- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


planatory statement regarding H.R. 7311, the 
William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Protec- 
tion Reauthorization Act of 2008. 


H.R. 7311, the William Wilberforce Traf- 
ficking Victims Protection Reauthorization 
Act of 2008, reauthorizes existing U.S. pro- 
grams to combat human trafficking and es- 
tablishes new requirements and programs re- 
garding trafficking into both sexual exploi- 
tation and forced labor. Among a wide range 
of initiatives, the bill establishes new pro- 
grams to prevent trafficking from occurring 
in foreign countries where trafficking be- 
gins, widens U.S. assistance programs to 
U.S. citizens, and provides additional protec- 
tions for trafficking survivors who are 
threatened by trafficking perpetrators, and 
for children who are at risk of being repatri- 
ated into the hands of traffickers or abusers. 

The Wilberforce Act also improves upon 
existing criminal prohibitions against 
human traffickers, including streamlining in 
the Slavery/Trafficking chapter of the fed- 
eral criminal code, and creating new crimi- 
nal tools to reach unscrupulous labor re- 
cruiters. Unlike previous reauthorizations, 
this reauthorization is for four years, from 
fiscal years 2008 to 2011, recognizing that 
U.S. anti-trafficking programs have become 
more established. The bill reflects an effort 
to develop a consensus between H.R. 3887, 
passed by the House on December 4, 2007, and 
S. 3061, ordered reported by the Senate Judi- 
ciary Committee on September 8, 2008. The 
legislation draws from the common ap- 
proaches in both bills and develops alter- 
native proposals where the two bills diverge. 
This explanatory statement draws attention 
to changes in several provisions of the bill 
from the approach in H.R. 3887. Many of the 
provisions of the bill and the intent behind 
them that are closely aligned with the origi- 
nal provisions of H.R. 3887 are described in 
the House Report 110-430, part I, the report 
accompanying H.R. 3887. 


TITLE I 


Title I of the bill draws from substantially 
similar positions in both the House and the 
Senate bills. 

SECTION 102. OFFICE TO MONITOR AND COMBAT 

TRAFFICKING 


Section 102 provides more targeted amend- 
ments to section 105 of the Trafficking Vic- 
tims Protection Act of 2000 with essentially 
the same objectives of requiring the estab- 
lishment of the Office, promoting public-pri- 
vate partnerships to end trafficking and 
clarifying the role of the Director of the Of- 
fice with regard to funding programs. Al- 
though the bill does not include several pro- 
visions from H.R. 3887, this should not be 
seen as failing to recognize the importance 
of the Office or the Director. The Office has 
been very effective in raising the awareness 
of the trafficking issue and should be consid- 
ered for space in the new consolidated plan 
for relocating offices of the Department of 
State closer to the Harry S. Truman Build- 
ing. When the head of the Office was changed 
to an Ambassadorial position, the pay rate 
for the position was actually reduced. That 
decision should be reassessed. 

SECTION 105. INCREASING EFFECTIVENESS OF 

ANTI-TRAFFICKING PROGRAMS 

'This section draws from similar versions of 
both H.R. 3887 and S. 3061. In the new section 
107A of the Trafficking Victims Protection 
Act of 2000, subsection (b) requires a self-cer- 
tification that persons or entities providing 
services directly to trafficking victims have 
completed or will complete training. This 
self-certification, which is not expected to be 
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monitored in every case by the U.S. Govern- 
ment, is intended to apply primarily to per- 
sons actually in direct contact with and pro- 
viding services to the trafficking victims, 
not interns, other volunteers or administra- 
tive or supervisory staff of organizations in- 
volved in the assistance. 
SECTION 106. MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR THE 
ELIMINATION OF TRAFFICKING 


This section, similar in both bills, makes а 
number of changes to section 108 of the Traf- 
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000. With 
respect to the deletion of “а significant num- 
ber of", the provision is intended to ensure 
that the broadest range of countries is re- 
viewed by the Department. This section also 
separates out the provision regarding reduc- 
ing the demand for commerocial sex acts and 
participation in international sex tourism as 
a criteria for whether a country is making 
Serious and sustained efforts to combat traf- 
ficking in persons, highlighting the impor- 
tance of making progress in this area as the 
Office to Monitor and Combat Trafficking in 
Persons makes its decisions on tier ratings. 


'TITLE II 


Title II reflects à number of changes to 
U.S. law, including amendments to the Im- 
migration & Nationality Act (INA), and Title 
18 of the United States Code (related to fed- 
eral crimes). Many of the provisions, particu- 
larly those relating to amendments to the 
INA, were similar in H.R. 3887 and S. 3061. 
SECTION 201. PROTECTING TRAFFICKING VICTIMS 

AGAINST RETALIATION 


Section 201 provides a number of modifica- 
tions to provisions relating to the T and U 
visa category, drawing from both H.R. 3887 
and S. 3061. Among other matters, this sec- 
tion provides that a holder of а non-immi- 
grant visa under Sections 101(A)(15)((T) or 
(U) of the Immigration and Nationality Act 
can adjust to permanent residency even if 
their T or U visas may have lapsed in the 
time period in which the adjustment regula- 
tions had not been promulgated. While ad- 
justment regulations were released on De- 
cember 8, 2008, and will control in the future, 
this provision is included as а stop-gap meas- 
ure for those petitioners whose adjustment 
petitions were not processed because of the 
government's failure to issue regulations 
until that time. 


SECTION 203. PROTECTIONS, REMEDIES AND LIMI- 
TATIONS ON ISSUANCE FOR A-3 AND 0—5 VISAS. 


This section addresses the issues of em- 
ployees of diplomats and officers and em- 
ployees of international organizations who 
perform domestic services in the homes of 
such individuals, drawing from provisions in 
Section 110 of H.R. 3887 as well as section 203 
of S. 3061. This provision is sensitive because 
of its effects on reciprocity to U.S. diplomats 
abroad. However, the failure of the Depart- 
ment of State to take seriously cases involv- 
ing abuse has been troubling, and this provi- 
sion establishes a new framework for dealing 
with these cases. In particular, subsection 
(а)(2) provides that the Secretary of State 
Shall suspend the issuance of certain visa 
classes to applicants seeking to work for of- 
ficials of diplomatic missions or inter- 
national organization ‘‘if the Secretary de- 
termines that there is credible evidence that 
1 or more employees of such mission or 
international organization have abused or 
exploited 1 or more A-3 or G-5 non-immi- 
grants and that the diplomatic mission or 
international organization tolerated such ac- 
tions." It is expected that if the Department 
of Justice or another part of the U.S. Gov- 
ernment provides information that such an 
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act has occurred, or a non-governmental or- 
ganization provides such information, and 
the information is credible, the Department 
should take steps to make the mission or or- 
ganization aware of such information, and if 
the mission or organization does not take 
steps to rectify the situation, the denials of 
the visas provided under this section should 
start. 
SECTION 222. CRIMES 

This section contains a number of modi- 
fications to the federal criminal code. Sec- 
tion 222 conforms the various crimes set 
forth in Title 18, United States Code, Chap- 
ter 77 ((Peonage, Slavery, and Trafficking in 
Persons) by extending the obstruction provi- 
sions of the Peonage statute (Section 1581) to 
the other substantive servitude offenses, by 
creating conspiracy liability within the 
Chapter, and by improving the treatment of 
restitution and asset forfeiture. None of 
those provisions are intended to foreclose 
the use of corresponding sections of the 
criminal code, where appropriate. 

Section 222 also clarifies the definition of 
coercion in the core offenses created by the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act, which 
responded to the Supreme Court’s narrowing 
of the federal Involuntary Servitude statutes 
in United States v. Kozminski, 487 U.S. 981 
(1988). Section 1589 covers offenses involving 
forms of forced labor, while Section 1591 is in 
the context of commercial sexual activity 
and can also be violated when a person uses 
a child for prostitution, as children are un- 
able to give consent to commercial sexual 
activity. Those offenses returned the legal 
standard for a servitude conviction to the 
modern approach reflected in such cases as 
United States v. Mussry, 726 F.2d 1448 ( 9th Cir. 
1984) and the lower court decisions in 
Kozminski (allowing conviction in servitude 
cases involving psychological coercion as 
well as overt violence). 

Accordingly, the Trafficking Victims Pro- 
tection Act of 2000 crafted Section 1589 and 
1591 to only require a showing of a threat of 
“serious harm," or of a scheme, plan, or pat- 
tern intended to cause a person to believe 
that such harm would occur. The term ''seri- 
ous harm" refers to a broad array of harms, 
including both physical and nonphysical, and 
is intended to be subjectively construed in 
determining whether а particular type or 
certain degree of harm or coercion is suffi- 
cient to overcome a particular victim's will. 
Section 222 further clarifies these concepts 
to reflect the various and subtle forms of co- 
ercion used by traffickers in light of the ex- 
periences of prosecutors and non-govern- 
mental organizations in combating traf- 
ficking and assisting victims. Such modifica- 
tion was contemplated by the drafters of the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000 
(Pub. Law 106-386) "[T]he conferees are 
aware that the Department of Justice may 
seek additional statutory changes in future 
years to further address the issues raised in 
Kozminski, as courts and prosecutors de- 
velop experience with the new crimes cre- 
ated by this Act." Conference Report Accom- 
panying H.R. 3244, House Rep. 106-939, 106th 
Cong. 2nd Sess. 101 (printed in 146 Cong. 
Record H8855, H8881). 

Thus, Section 222 clarifies that ‘“‘[t]he term 
‘abuse or threatened abuse of law or legal 
process’ means the use or threatened use of 
a law or legal process, whether administra- 
tive, civil or criminal, in any manner or for 
any purpose for which the law was not de- 
signed, in order to exert pressure on another 
person to cause that person to take some ac- 
tion or refrain from taking some action," 
and that “Тһе term ‘serious harm’ means 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


any harm, whether physical or nonphysical, 
including psychological, financial, or 
reputational harm, that is sufficiently seri- 
ous, under all the surrounding cir- 
cumstances, to compel a reasonable person 
of the same background and in the same cir- 
cumstances to perform or to continue per- 
forming [in the case of section 1589, labor or 
services, or, in the case of section 1591, com- 
mercial sexual activity] in order to avoid in- 
curring that harm." It is contemplated that 
these refinements will streamline the jury's 
consideration in cases involving coercion 
and will more fully capture the imbalance of 
power between trafficker and victim. A 
Scheme, plan, or pattern intended to incul- 
cate а belief of serious harm may refer to 
nonviolent and psychological coercion, in- 
cluding but not limited to isolation, denial 
of sleep and punishments, or preying on men- 
tal illness, infirmity, drug use or addictions 
(whether pre-existing or developed by the 
trafficker). ‘‘Commercial sexual activity" in 
this context is not limited to a particular 
sex act, but would include all aspects of pros- 
titution, including time under the defend- 
ant’s control in which the victim is not en- 
gaged with clients. 

Another modification to Chapter 77 made 
by section 222 involves the level of scienter 
necessary for a violation of Section 1591. The 
current standard is enhanced through the ad- 
dition of a ‘‘reckless disregard" option. Such 
an approach is well-established in other fed- 
eral criminal statutes, and would have the 
advantage of reaching those who turn a will- 
fully blind eye toward a person in commer- 
cial sexual activity who is being physically 
abused or is underage. Such an approach 
puts the responsibility on participants in 
commercial sex activity to not ignore indi- 
cia of abuse, such as bruising or distress, or 
indicia of youth on the part of those whom 
they recruit, entice, harbor, transport, pro- 
vide, obtain, or maintain. 

Additionally, a special evidentiary provi- 
sion is added for those cases under Section 
1591(a)(1) in which criminal liability attaches 
not because of the use of coercion but be- 
cause of the use of a minor for commercial 
sexual activity. In such cases, the prosecu- 
tion will be exempted from having to prove 
beyond a reasonable doubt that a defendant 
who had a reasonable opportunity to observe 
the person recruited, enticed, harbored, 
transported, provided, obtained or main- 
tained knew that the person had not at- 
tained the age of 18 years. This special evi- 
dentiary provision reflects a similar provi- 
sion in the aggravated sexual abuse offense, 
Title 18, United States Code, Section 2241(d), 
and is crafted in light of United States v. X- 
Citement Video, 513 U.S. 64, 70, n.2 (1994) (ex- 
ception from presumption of mens rea more 
appropriate in statutes in which perpetrator 
necessarily ‘‘confronts the underage victim 
personally and may reasonably be required 
to ascertain that victim’s age’’). This ap- 
proach comports with numerous appellate 
decisions in related areas of the law, such as 
the Mann Act. See, e.g., United States v. Jones, 
471 F.3d 535 (4th Cir. 2006). 

Section 222 also creates a new fraud crime, 
Title 18, United States Code, Section 1351, 
which prohibits the recruiting, solicitation, 
or hiring, with intent to defraud, foreign per- 
sons to be employed in the United States 
through false pretenses, representations, or 
promises about their employment. For the 
purposes of this provision, *employment' is 
presumed to include, but not be limited to, 
such issues as terms and conditions of em- 
ployment, housing, labor broker fees, em- 
ployer or broker-provided food and transpor- 
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tation, ability to work outside of the offered 
place of employment, and other material as- 
pects of the recruited person’s work and life 
in America. This statute is intended to cap- 
ture situations in which exploitative em- 
ployers and recruiters have lured heavily-in- 
debted workers to the United States, but did 
not obtain their labor or services through co- 
ercion sufficient to reach the level of the 
Chapter 77 Slavery/Trafficking offenses. 
Press accounts and Congressional briefings 
have highlighted cases with facts as egre- 
gious as situations in which defrauded work- 
ers were stranded in fenced compounds, re- 
duced to catching pigeons for food and col- 
lecting rainwater to drink, all the while fac- 
ing bankruptcy because of brokerage charges 
and debt incurred in their home country in 
reliance on the recruiters’ false promises. 
This section will be of particular application 
in cases involving employment-based immi- 
gration (‘‘guestworker’’) programs, but is 
not limited to employment under such a pro- 
vision. This Section a five year statutory 
maximum in recognition that the victims of 
fraudulent labor recruiting are at high risk 
of being held in servitude, and that prosecu- 
tors should not have to wait for the abuse to 
rise to the highest levels of criminality be- 
fore dismantling these criminal organiza- 
tions. 

H.R. 3887 updated Title 8, United States 
Code, Section 1328, a long-established statute 
that criminalizes the importation of aliens 
for immoral purposes and the harboring or 
employment of aliens so imported. The bill 
does not include this update, but rather di- 
rects the U.S. Sentencing Commission to as- 
sess the sentencing guideline pertaining to 
alien harboring, 18 United States Code, Sec- 
tion 1824(a)(1)(A)(iii), to determine whether 
the guideline for harboring should conform 
to the Mann Act guideline when the har- 
boring was committed in furtherance of pros- 
titution and the defendant is an organizer, 
leader, manager, or supervisor. Section 1324 
is à more modern statute, penalizing har- 
boring even without proof that it was done in 
furtherance of illegal importation. The ele- 
ments of a 1824 offense do not vary based on 
the purpose for which the alien is being har- 
bored. For instance, there is no difference in 
the knowledge required on the part of an em- 
ployer, an alien smuggler, or a trafficker 
that the alien had come to, entered, or re- 
mained in the United States in violation of 
law. Section 1328 remains an effective tool to 
reach those who are kept in а brothel or 
other place in pursuance of importation for 
an immoral purpose, but this review of the 
sentencing structure is intended to guar- 
antee that it will be supplemented by the 
general harboring statute. 

SECTION 225 PROMOTING EFFECTIVE STATE 
ENFORCEMENT 

This section, reflective of some of the 
goals of section 224 of the H.R. 3887, provides 
that nothing in previous acts related to traf- 
ficking, this Act, and any model law related 
to trafficking promulgated by the Depart- 
ment of Justice shall be read to legitimize 
prostitution as а valid form of labor, or to 
preempt, supplant or limit the effect of any 
State or Federal criminal law. In particular, 
it should be noted that financial trans- 
actions involving the proceeds of any traf- 
ficking activities, or any failure to report in- 
come obtained through any trafficking ac- 
tivities would remain reachable by applica- 
ble federal statutes, irrespective of the pro- 
vision of section 225(a)(1). 

Many states have modernized archaic slav- 
ery or forced prostitution statutes in line 
with the TVPA or the model state laws pro- 
mulgated by the Department of Justice or 
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non-governmental organizations. In recogni- 
tion that many state statutes in the closely 
related area of prostitution enforcement are 
also antiquated, the bill directs the Depart- 
ment of Justice to supplement its current 
anti-trafficking model law with modern anti- 
prostitution models, so that a holistic up- 
date is available for policymakers' use. Sec- 
tion 225 will also require that the new model 
law be distributed to each Attorney General 
as a means of promoting the new model law. 
The bill also will result in dissemination of 
a chapter of the Criminal Code of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia as an example of а statute 
that reaches as felonies cases involving coer- 
cion, pandering, and exploitation alike. 


SECTION 238 PROCESSING OF CERTAIN VISAS 


Section 238 mandates a report from the De- 
partment of Homeland Security concerning 
the work of the Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) Unit at the U.S. Citizenship and Im- 
migration Services’ Vermont Service Center. 
The VAWA Unit is a highly-trained adjudica- 
tion team that is responsible for a number of 
victim-related immigration applications, in- 
cluding but not limited to: the adjudications, 
adjustments, work authorizations, parole, 
fax-back benefits and employment verifica- 
tion, naturalization, and derivative bene- 
ficiaries related to such programs as Vio- 
lence Against Women Act self-petitions (Sec- 
tion 101(a)(51) of the Immigration and Na- 
tionality Act); T visas (Section 101(a)(15)(T) 
of the Immigration and Nationality Act), U- 
visas (Section 101(a)(15)(U) of the Immigra- 
tion and Nationality Act; battered spouse 
waivers (Section 216(c)(4)); abused immigrant 
work authorizations (Section 106 of the Im- 
migration and Nationality Act) and parole 
for children of Violence Against Women Act 
cancellation recipients (Public Law 103-222, 
as reauthorized by Public Laws 106-326, 108- 
193, 109-162, and 109-164) and any other mat- 
ters that are protected by the confidentiality 
provisions of the Violence Against Women 
Act. 


The mandated report seeks information on 
funding, staffing, and training. The Unit 
Should continue to be the responsible office 
for the processing of victim-related immigra- 
tion applications, and such processing should 
be conducted in а manner consistent with 
applicable confidentiality requirements. Off- 
site adjudication of such applications should 
be considered an extraordinary cir- 
cumstance, and if cases must be adjudicated 
elsewhere, special care should be taken to 
ensure compliance with confidentiality and 
adjudication standards of the Unit. 


Immigrant victims of domestic violence, 
sexual assault and other violent crimes 
should not have to wait for up to a year be- 
fore they can support themselves and their 
families. The Vermont Service Center should 
therefore strive to issue work authorization 
and deferred action in most instances within 
60 days of filing, consistent with the need for 
safe and competent adjudication. The man- 
dated report therefore seeks information on 
the timing adjudications, and steps taken to 
improve on this aspect of the Unit’s mission. 


The staff of the Unit are widely respected 
as experts in the effect of trauma and vic- 
timization and the heightened confiden- 
tiality mandated by the Violence Against 
Women Act, and have historically been not 
only an adjudication team but a policy re- 
source. The mandated report thus includes a 
description of measures taken to ensure that 
the policy expertise of the Unit is fully in- 
corporated into decision-making by the De- 
partment of Homeland Security. 
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PROVISIONS FROM H.R. 3887 NOT INCLUDED IN 
BILL 


Several provisions from H.R. 3887 do not 
appear in this version of the legislation. For 
example, the original House bill attempted 
to streamline the investigation and prosecu- 
tion of certain sex trafficking and related of- 
fenses by amending the Mann Act, 18 U.S.C. 
$2421, et seq. The Wilberforce Act reflects a 
different consensus, and achieves these ends 
through modifications to the Slavery/Traf- 
ficking Chapter of Title 18 discussed above. 

Specific language regarding the surveys re- 
quired by section 232 of H.R. 3887 is not in- 
cluded in the bill. However, the provisions of 
paragraph (B)(i) and (ii) of section 201(a)(1) of 
the Trafficking Victims Protection Reau- 
thorization Act of 2005 (42 U.S.C. 14044(a)) 
still require that the surveys contained in 
that provision be completed, and section 
237(d) requires the Department of Justice to 
provide the relevant committees a report on 
the status of those surveys, including the 
projected date when such surveys will be 
completed. Also, section 234 of H.R. 3887 pro- 
posed a reorganization of functions within 
the Department of Justice. The Department 
of Justice should review the relationship be- 
tween the Criminal Section of the Civil 
Rights Division and the Child Exploitation 
and Obscenity Section of the Criminal Divi- 
sion and promote a coordinated approach to 
the trafficking prosecutions that these Sec- 
tions carry out. More critically, the Depart- 
ment and the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion should assess the division of labor with- 
in the Bureau as to trafficking offenses, with 
particular emphasis on servitude cases being 
considered a key civil rights enforcement 
priority. 

Because efforts in the closely-related area 
of prostitution enforcement are important to 
prevent situations from ripening into ser- 
vitude, the reporting requirements of Sec- 
tion 237 are intended to gain a better under- 
standing of the Criminal Division and United 
States Attorneys Offices’ activities to en- 
force the Mann Act or those local prostitu- 
tion offenses that United States Attorneys 
may have jurisdiction over through oper- 
ation of the District of Columbia Criminal 
Code or the Travel Act 18 U.S.C. §1952 or 
other racketeering tools. 

TITLE III 


Title III authorizes funds for programs, 
projects and activities related to human 
trafficking. In order to promote broad sup- 
port for the bill, some of the authorization 
for program funding was reduced to levels 
closer to previously appropriated levels, and 
therefore represents a more realistic target 
for future spending. Any reductions in au- 
thorizations are not intended to indicate a 
decrease in the importance of any programs, 
but indeed are intended to encourage appro- 
priations at those new levels. It should be 
noted that Department of Homeland Secu- 
rity, Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
is engaging in a number of important inves- 
tigatory activities abroad and should con- 
tinue to be fully supported. 

TITLE IV 


Title IV is drawn from title IV of both H.R. 
3887 and S. 3061. The two versions were sub- 
stantially similar, and the intent of title IV 
is described in House Report 110-430. As in 
both bills, section 404, revised from the text 
of both H.R. 3887 and S. 3061, provides that no 
assistance under section 516 of the Foreign 
Assistance Act (relating to transfers of ex- 
cess defense articles), section 541 of the For- 
eign Assistance Act (relating to inter- 
national military education and training) 
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and section 23 of the Arms Export Control 
Act (relating to foreign military financing) 
shall be provided, and no licenses for com- 
mercial arm sales may be issued, to coun- 
tries that are determined to be using or per- 
mitting the use of child soldiers in govern- 
mental armed forces or government-sup- 
ported armed forces. While requiring en- 
hanced reporting on child soldiers in the an- 
nual country reports on human rights, the 
actual list of countries that are subject to 
this prohibition will be included in the an- 
nual Report on Trafficking in Persons, as 
provided for in H.R. 3887, instead of the an- 
nual country reports, as provided in S. 3061. 
The country reports should continue to be an 
objective assessment of human rights condi- 
tions around the world, and should not be 
used as the specific mechanism for imposing 
sanctions or other matters affecting U.S. re- 
lations with other countries. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 


EE 
GENERAL LEAVE 


Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex- 
tend their remarks and to include ex- 
traneous material on the bill just con- 
sidered by the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 


re 


CONDEMNING THE NOVEMBER 26, 
2008, TERRORIST ATTACKS IN 
MUMBAI, INDIA 


Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Commit- 
tees on Foreign Affairs and Energy and 
Commerce be discharged from further 
consideration of the resolution (H. Res. 
1532) condemning the November 26, 
2008, terrorist attacks in Mumbai, 
India, and expressing sympathy to the 
innocent victims from India and 
around the world, and ask for its im- 
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 

The text of the resolution is as fol- 
lows: 

H. RES. 1532 

Whereas, on November 26, 2008, coordinated 
and cowardly acts of violence were carried 
out throughout Mumbai, India, the country’s 
financial capital and largest city; 

Whereas teams of gunmen stormed various 
locations throughout Mumbai, including two 
prominent hotels, a local café, a Jewish out- 
reach center, a hospital, a railroad station, 
and a cinema, shooting and torturing their 
victims and setting off grenades and explo- 
sives along the way; 

Whereas after 60 hours of terror, these at- 
tacks were successfully brought to an end on 
November 29, 2008, by the Indian govern- 
ment; 
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Whereas media outlets are currently re- 
porting hundreds of injured victims and 172 
fatalities, including 6 Americans; 

Whereas President George W. Bush and 
President-elect Barack Obama immediately 
condemned the Mumbai attacks and ex- 
tended their condolences and the support of 
the American people to all Indians; 

Whereas this is the second large-scale ter- 
rorist attack in Mumbai since the July 2006 
train bombings; 

Whereas India has long been ravaged by 
similar attacks over the past few years in 
other large Indian cities, including 
Ahmedabad, Bangalore, Delhi, and 
Hyderabad, as well as by attacks abroad, 
most recently at the Indian Embassy in 
Kabul; 

Whereas India has been a strong partner of 
the United States in combating violent ex- 
tremism and offered immediate support to 
the United States after the terrorist attacks 
of September 11, 2001; 

Whereas the United States and India are 
both multicultural, multiethnic, multi-reli- 
gious democracies that oppose terrorism in 
all its forms and will continue to work stead- 
fastly to overcome terrorist ideologies and 
to promote international peace and security: 
Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa- 
tives— 

(1) condemns in strongest terms the sense- 
less and barbaric November 26, 2008, terrorist 
attacks in Mumbai, India; 

(2) expresses its condolences to the fami- 
les and friends of those individuals from 
India and abroad who were killed in the at- 
tacks and expresses its deepest sympathies 
to those individuals who have been injured; 

(3) joins with President George W. Bush 
and President-elect Barack Obama in ex- 
pressing the solidarity of the people and 
Government of the United States with the 
people and Government of India at this dif- 
ficult time; 

(4) vows its support and readiness to pro- 
vide all appropriate assistance and resources 
to the Government of India as it works to 
bring the terrorists responsible for the No- 
vember 26, 2008, attacks to justice; 

(5) expresses its desire for improved coordi- 
nation between the United States and India, 
with the goal of combating terrorism and ad- 
vancing international peace and security; 

(6) rejects any effort to confuse or asso- 
ciate the horrific attacks on Mumbai with a 
particular people or faith as a whole; 

(7) notes the Government of Pakistan’s 
condemnation of the attacks and welcomes 
that government’s call for a thorough inves- 
tigation; 

(8) calls upon the Government of Pakistan 
to— 

(A) work in full cooperation with the Gov- 
ernment of India to ensure all those respon- 
sible are brought to justice; and 

(B) prevent its territory from serving as a 
safe-haven and training ground for terror- 
ists; and 

(9) calls upon nations around the world to 
renew and strengthen efforts to— 

(A) defeat terrorists by dismantling ter- 
rorist networks, restricting the financing of 
such networks, and exposing the violent and 
intolerant ideology of terrorism; 

(B) increase international cooperation to 
advance personal and religious freedoms, 
ethnic and racial tolerance, political liberty 
and pluralism, and economic prosperity; 

(C) combat extremist ideology and the so- 
cial injustice, oppression, and poverty that 
breeds terrorism; and 

(D) make all appropriate international law 
enforcement, intelligence, and other re- 


sources available to the Government of India 
to support a full investigation of the horrific 
terror attacks according to international 
legal standards. 

Mr. SIRES. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup- 
port of this resolution to express my deepest 
sympathies to our friends in India and the in- 
nocent victims from around the world. On No- 
vember 26, 2008, coordinated terrorist attacks 
were carried out across the city of Mumbai, 
India, killing over 170 people and injuring 
more than 300. | am very disturbed by the 
brutality of these acts of terrorism and | con- 
demn them in the strongest terms possible. 
Madame Speaker, | would like the Indian peo- 
ple to know we are standing by them during 
this difficult time and that we hope to find jus- 
tice for the innocent victims of this terrible 
tragedy. | ask that all my colleagues support 
this resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 


EE 
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GENERAL LEAVE 


Mr. BERMAN. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
have 5 legislative days to revise and ex- 
tend their remarks and include extra- 
neous material on the resolution just 
considered by the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 


EE 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings 
will resume on questions previously 
postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: ordering the previous question 
on House Resolution 1534, and adopting 
House Resolution 1534, if ordered. 

The first electronic vote will be con- 
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 


u 


PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 7321, AUTO INDUSTRY FI- 
NANCING AND RESTRUCTURING 
ACT 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un- 
finished business is the vote on order- 
ing the previous question on House 
Resolution 1534, on which the yeas and 
nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The vote was taken by electronic de- 
vice, and there were—yeas 225, nays 
180, answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 
27, as follows: 
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Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 

Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chandler 
Childers 
Clarke 

Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ellsworth 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Foster 


Fudge 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 


Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
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[Roll No. 687] 
YEAS—225 


Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 
(TX) 
Johnson (GA) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 


NAYS—180 


Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 
Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 


Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sanchez, Linda 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velazquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 
Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Yarmuth 


Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 


December 10, 2008 


Davis (KY) Jones (NC) Porter 
Davis, David Jordan Price (GA) 
Deal (GA) King (IA) Putnam 
Dent King (NY) Radanovich 
Diaz-Balart, L. Kingston Regula 
Diaz-Balart, M. Kline (MN) Rehberg 
Drake Knollenberg Reichert 
Dreier LaHood Reynolds 
Duncan Lamborn Rogers (AL) 
Ehlers Latham Rogers (KY) 
Emerson LaTourette Rogers (MI) 
English (PA) Latta Ros-Lehtinen 
Fallin Lewis (CA) Roskam 
Feeney Lewis (KY) Royce 
Ferguson Linder Ryan (WI) 
Flake LoBiondo Sali 

Forbes Lucas Saxton 
Fortenberry Lungren, Daniel Scalise 
Fossella E. Schmidt 
Foxx Mack Sessions 
Franks (AZ) Manzullo Shadegg 
Frelinghuysen Marchant Shays 
Gallegly McCarthy (CA) Shimkus 
Garrett (NJ) McCaul (TX) Shuster 
Gerlach McCrery Simpson 
Giffords McHenry Smith (NE) 
Gingrey McHugh Smith (NJ) 
Gohmert McKeon Smith (TX) 
Goode MeMorris Stearns 
Goodlatte Rodgers Sullivan 
Granger Mica Terry 
Graves Miller (FL) Thornberry 
Hall (TX) Mitchell Tiahrt 
Hastings (WA) Moran (KS) Tiberi 
Hayes Murphy, Tim Turner 
Heller Musgrave Walden (OR) 
Hensarling Myrick Walsh (NY) 
Herger Neugebauer Wamp 

Hill Nunes Weller 
Hobson Paul Westmoreland 
Hoekstra Pearce Whitfield (KY) 
Hulshof Pence Wilson (NM) 
Hunter Petri Wilson (SC) 
Inglis (SC) Pickering Wittman (VA) 
Issa Pitts Wolf 
Johnson (IL) Platts Young (AK) 
Johnson, Sam Poe Young (FL) 


ANSWERED ‘“‘PRESENT’’—1 
Campbell (CA) 


NOT VOTING—27 


Costa Hastings (FL) Pryce (OH) 
Cubin Hooley Renzi 
Delahunt Jefferson Rohrabacher 
Doolittle Johnson, E. B. Sensenbrenner 
Ellison Keller Snyder 
Emanuel Kirk Tancredo 
Everett Kuhl (NY) Walberg 
Gilchrest Miller, Gary Watson 
Gutierrez Peterson (PA) Weldon (FL) 
1753 
Messrs. GALLEGLY and WITTMAN 


of Virginia changed their vote from 
"yea" to "nay." 

Mr. UPTON changed his vote from 
"nay" to “yea.” 

So the previous question was ordered. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 


ES 


MOMENT OF SILENCE IN REMEM- 
BRANCE OF MEMBERS OF 
ARMED FORCES AND THEIR 
FAMILIES 


The SPEAKER. The Chair would ask 
all present to rise for the purpose of a 
moment of silence. 

The Chair asks that the House now 
observe a moment of silence in remem- 
brance of our brave men and women in 
uniform who have given their lives in 
the service of our Nation in Iraq and in 
Afghanistan and their families, and all 
who serve in our Armed Forces and 
their families. 
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1800 


THANKS AND WELL WISHES TO 
ROB NABORS 


(Mr. OBEY asked and was given per- 
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, for the last 
4 years Rob Nabors has served as, first, 
the staff director of the then-Minority 
Democrats on the Appropriations Com- 
mittee and, in the last 2 years, as the 
staff director of the entire committee. 
His work ethic has been legendary. He 
has worked all hours of the day like so 
many in this institution whose names 
are not publicly known. He has worked 
overtime. He’s worked night and day. 
He’s worked weekdays and weekends. 
He’s demonstrated great judgment and 
skill. And he has also been a bit of his- 
tory because he is the first African 
American to have served as the staff 
director for the Appropriations Com- 
mittee. 

But now, alas, President-elect Obama 
has asked him to serve as the Deputy 
Director of OMB, and exercising the 
"faulty judgment" that we have come 
to expect from Chicago Bears fans, he 
has accepted that invitation. 

So I simply wanted to take this mo- 
ment to publicly in this institution 
thank him for the great service that he 
has provided this institution and the 
country and to wish him well on the 
road ahead. 

Mr. HOYER. Will 
yield? 

Mr. OBEY. Surely. 

Mr. HOYER. I thank the gentleman 
for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I had the privilege of 
chairing a subcommittee on the Appro- 
priations Committee many years ago, 
and Rob Nabors was my staff director, 
so I had an opportunity to work with 
him firsthand. And I want to echo the 
comments of Mr. OBEY and, I know, the 
comments that Mr. LEWIS will make. 

Mr. Nabors is an individual of great 
intellect, great integrity, and great in- 
sight. And I want to frankly express on 
behalf of the House our appreciation to 
the President-elect for having the wis- 
dom to choose somebody who knows 
the House so well and I think we will 
be able to work with very closely, al- 
though my impression is that his rela- 
tionship with Mr. OBEY may be modi- 
fied just slightly. 

Rob, congratulations to you. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. Will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. OBEY. I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. LEWIS of California. I appreciate 
my chairman’s yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, it has been my privilege 
to work with the chairmen both when 
they were in the minority and now run- 
ning the place. 

I must say that very few staff people 
combine both the intellect and person- 
ality kind of warmth that Rob reflects 
in the everyday work of this fabulous 


the gentleman 
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guy. He’s a wonderful member of our 
staff. OMB is going to be very fortu- 
nate to have him, and we will miss 
him. So thank you very much. 

Mr. OBEY. I yield to the Speaker. 

Ms. PELOSI. Thank you very much, 
Mr. Chairman. I want to join my col- 
leagues and sing the praises of Rob 
Nabors. 

We are blessed in the Congress with 
magnificent staff on both sides of the 
aisle who serve the American people 
very well, none more excellent than 
Rob Nabors. 

It is with great congratulations that 
we send him off to the new administra- 
tion to work for President-elect and 
then President Obama but not without 
some sadness in losing him here in the 
Congress. 

Rob, thank you for your service to 
our country, for your excellence in 
your work, and for the friendship that 
you have provided to many of us and 
for the courage and fortitude you have 
exhibited in working under the great 
leadership of Chairman OBEY. Thank 
you, Rob Nabors, again. 


—— 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
SERRANO). Without objection, 5-minute 
voting will continue. 

There was no objection. 


EE 


PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 7321, AUTO INDUSTRY FI- 
NANCING AND RESTRUCTURING 
ACT 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
question is on the resolution. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
will be a 5-minute vote. 

The vote was taken by electronic de- 
vice, and there were—yeas 225, nays 
179, answered ''present" 1, not voting 
28, as follows: 

[Roll No. 688] 


The 


This 


YEAS—225 
Abercrombie Boucher Clyburn 
Ackerman Boyd (FL) Cohen 
Allen Boyda (KS) Conyers 
Altmire Brady (PA) Cooper 
Andrews Braley (IA) Costello 
Arcuri Brown, Corrine Courtney 
Baca Butterfield Cramer 
Baird Camp (MI) Crowley 
Baldwin Capps Cuellar 
Barrow Capuano Cummings 
Bean Cardoza Davis (AL) 
Becerra Carnahan Davis (CA) 
Berkley Carson Davis (IL) 
Berman Castor Davis, Lincoln 
Berry Cazayoux DeFazio 
Bishop (GA) Chandler DeGette 
Bishop (NY) Childers DeLauro 
Blumenauer Clarke Dicks 
Boren Clay Dingell 
Boswell Cleaver Doggett 
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Donnelly 
Doyle 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Foster 
Frank (MA) 
Fudge 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 
(TX) 
Johnson (GA) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
LaHood 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
LaTourette 
Lee 


Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 


Levin 

Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 

Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 

Olver 

Ortiz 

Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 

Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 

Reyes 
Richardson 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 


NAYS—179 


Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Drake 

Dreier 
Duncan 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Fallin 

Feeney 
Ferguson 
Flake 

Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 

Foxx 

Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 

Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
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Ruppersberger McHenry Porter Simpson Sec. 15. Reporting and monitoring. 
Rush McHugh Price (GA) Smith (NE) Sec. 16. Report to Congress on lack of 
Ryan (OH) McIntyre Putnam | Smith (NJ) progress toward achieving an 
сг T€ Mercon. a Smith (TX) acceptable negotiated plan. 
аполез, ead еа. Stearns Sec. 17. Submission of plan to Congress by 
T Rodgers Rehberg. Sullivan the President's desi 
gnee. 
Sanchez, Loretta Mica Reichen. Terry Sec. 18. Guarantee of leases of qualified 
Sarbanes Michaud Reynolds Thornberry . . | q 
Schakowsky Miller (FL) Rogers (AL) A transportation property. 
Schiff Mitchell Rogers (KY) Tir Sec. 19. Coordination with other laws. 
Schwartz Moran (KS) Rogers (MI) TU Sec. 20. Treatment of restructuring for pur- 
Scott (GA) Murphy, Tim Ros-Lehtinen Walden (OR) poses of applying limitations on 
Scott (VA) Musgrave Roskam Walsh (NY) net operating loss 
Serrano Myrick Royce Wam carryforwards and certain 
Sestak Neugebauer Ryan (WI) p built-in 1 
: Weller uilt-in losses. 
Shea-Porter P bid Westmoreland Sec. 21. Emergency designation. 
Sherman age aad Whitfield (KY) ^ SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 
Sires earce chmidt Р 
Skelton Pence Sessions Wilson (NM) (a) FINDINGS.—' The Congress finds the fol- 
Slaughter Petri Shadegg Wilson (SC) lowing: 
Smith (WA) Pickering Shays Wittman (VA) (1) A combination of factors, including er- 
Solis Pitts Shimkus Wolf rors in the business model of domestic auto- 
Souder Platts Shuler Young (AK) mobile manufacturers, and emergency eco- 
Space Poe Shuster Young (FL) nomic circumstances, has prevented the do- 
Speier ANSWERED ‘“‘PRESENT’’—1 mestic automobile industry from securing 
Га Campbell (CA) credit from other sources, and has led to the 
Stupak possibility of the failure of the domestic 
Sutton NOT VOTING—28 automobile industry, which failure would 
Tanner Costa Hooley Rohrabacher have a systemic adverse effect on the econ- 
Tauscher Cubin Jefferson Saxton omy. 
Taylor Delahunt Johnson, E. B. Sensenbrenner (2) Therefore, action in the form of finan- 
Thompson (CA) Doolittle Keller Snyder cial aid to the domestic automobile industry 
LN (MS) А dm avy) Tancredo is necessary to stabilize the economy. - 
JErney TEA Walberg (b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act 
Towns ре Я men кн Watson ar 
P (СО QUEE EH | Weldon (FL) (1) to immediately provide authority and 
Udall (NM) Hastings (FL) Renzi facilities to restore liquidity and stability to 
Upton the domestic automobile industry in the 
Van Hollen 1812 United States; and 
ira So the resolution was agreed to. (2) to ensure that such authority and such 
Walz (MN) The result of the vote was announced facilities are used in a manner that— _ 
Wasdorinan ásabosye.recorded (А) results in a viable and competitive do- 
Schultz : А А Я mestic automobile industry that minimizes 
Waters A motion to reconsider was laid on adverse effects on the environment; 
Watt the table. (B) enhances the ability and the capacity 
Waxman = of the domestic automobile industry to pur- 
Weiner sue the timely and aggressive production of 
Welch (V AUTO INDUSTRY FINANCING AND energy-efficient advanced technology vehi- 
Wilson (OH) RESTRUCTURING ACT Ee " i EA " 
preserves and promotes e jobs o 
Woolsey Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. American workers employed directly by the 
Yarmuth Speaker, pursuant to House Resolution domestic automobile industry and in related 
1534, I call up the bill (H.R. 7321) to au- industries; 
thorize financial assistance to eligible (D) safeguards the ability of the domestic 
Hayes automobile manufacturers, and for automobile industry to provide retirement 
Bey : other purposes, and ask for its imme- i ден, ее penenie FOr ле industry's 
ensarling А A А retirees an eir dependents; an 
Herger diate consideration. (E) stimulates manufacturing and sales of 


Herseth Sandlin 
Hill 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kline (MN) 
Lamborn 
Latham 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 
E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Matheson 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCrery 


The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 


H.R. 7321 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Auto Industry Financing and Restruc- 
turing Act’’. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con- 
tents for this Act is as follows: 


Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 

Sec. 2. Findings and purposes. 

Sec. 3. Presidential designation. 

Sec. 4. Bridge financing. 

Sec. 5. Restructuring progress assessment. 
Sec. 6. Submission of plans. 

Sec. 7. Financing for restructuring. 

Sec. 8. Disapproval and call of loan. 

Sec. 9. Allocation. 

Sec. 10. Funding. 

Sec. 11. Terms and conditions. 

Sec. 12. Taxpayer protection. 

Sec. 13. Oversight and audits. 

Sec. 14. Automobile manufacturers' study 


on potential manufacturing of 
transit vehicles. 


automobiles produced by automobile manu- 
facturers in the United States. 
SEC. 3. PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNATION. 

(а) DESIGNATION.—The President shall des- 
ignate 1 or more officers from the Executive 
Branch having appropriate expertise in such 
areas as economic stabilization, financial aid 
to commerce and industry, financial restruc- 
turing, energy efficiency, and environmental 
protection (who shall hereinafter in this Act 
be collectively referred to as the ‘‘Presi- 
dent’s designee") to carry out the purposes 
of this Act, including the facilitation of re- 
structuring necessary to achieve the long- 
term financial viability of domestic auto- 
mobile manufacturers, who shall serve at the 
pleasure of the President. 

(b) ADDITIONAL PERSONS.—The President or 
the President’s designee may also employ, 
appoint, or contract with additional persons 
having such expertise as the President or the 
President’s designee believes will assist the 
Government in carrying out the purposes of 
this Act. 

(c) PARTICIPATION BY OTHER AGENCY PER- 
SONNEL.—Other Federal agencies may pro- 
vide, at the request of the President’s des- 
ignee, staff on detail from such agencies for 
purposes of carrying out this Act. 
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SEC. 4. BRIDGE FINANCING. 

(а) IN GENERAL.— The President's designee 
Shall authorize and direct the disbursement 
of bridge loans or enter into commitments 
for lines of credit to each automobile manu- 
facturer that submitted а plan to the Con- 
gress on December 2, 2008 (hereafter in this 
Act referred to as an "eligible automobile 
manufacturer”), and has submitted a request 
for such loan or commitment. 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—All funds that 
are available pursuant to section 10 to pro- 
vide bridge financing or commitments for 
lines of credit to eligible automobile manu- 
facturers, after taking into account the res- 
ervation of funds under section 10(a)(2), shall 
be used for the purposes described in section 
10(a). No new funds shall be available to any 
eligible automobile manufacturer for the 
purposes of this section after the date on 
which the President's designee has approved 
restructuring plan under section 6 for such 
eligible automobile manufacturer. 

(c) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—The Presi- 
dent's designee shall authorize bridge loans 
or commitments for lines of credit to each 
eligible automobile manufacturer in an 
amount that is intended to facilitate the 
continued operations of the eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer and to prevent the fail- 
ure of the eligible automobile manufacturer, 
consistent with the plan submitted on De- 
cember 2, 2008, and subject to available 
funds. 

(d) ALLOCATION.—The President's designee 
Shall authorize the disbursements or com- 
mitments under this section in accordance 
with the allocation priorities set forth in 
subsections (a) and (b) of section 9. 
SEC. 5. RESTRUCTURING PROGRESS 

MENT. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF MEASURES FOR А8- 
SESSING PROGRESS.—Not later than January 
1, 2009, the President's designee shall deter- 
mine appropriate measures for assessing the 
progress of each eligible automobile manu- 
facturer toward transforming the plan sub- 
mitted by such manufacturer to the Con- 
gress on December 2, 2008, into the restruc- 
turing plan to be submitted under section 
6(b). 

(b) EVALUATION OF PROGRESS ON BASIS OF 
RESTRUCTURING PROGRESS ASSESSMENT 
MEASURES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— The President's designee 
Shall evaluate the progress of each eligible 
automobile manufacturer toward the devel- 
opment of a restructuring plan, on the basis 
of the restructuring progress assessment 
measures established under this section for 
Such manufacturer. 

(2) TIMING.—Each evaluation required 
under paragraph (1) for any eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer shall be conducted at 
the end of the 45-day period beginning on the 
date on which the restructuring progress as- 
sessment measures were established by the 
President’s designee for such eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer. 

SEC. 6. SUBMISSION OF PLANS. 

(a) NEGOTIATED PLANS.— 

(1) FACILITATION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the President’s 
designee shall seek to facilitate agreement 
on any restructuring plan to achieve and 
sustain the long-term viability,  inter- 
national competitiveness, and energy effi- 
ciency of an eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, negotiated and agreed to by represent- 
atives of interested parties (in this Act re- 
ferred to as a ‘‘negotiated plan’’) with re- 
spect to any eligible automobile manufac- 
turer. 


ASSESS- 
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(B) INTERESTED PARTIES.—For purposes of 
this section, the term interested party" 
shall be construed broadly so as to include 
all persons who have a direct financial inter- 
est in a particular automobile manufacturer, 
including— 

(i) employees and retirees of the eligible 
automobile manufacturer; 

(ii) trade unions; 

(iii) creditors; 

(iv) suppliers; 

(v) automobile dealers; and 

(vi) shareholders. 

(2) ACTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT’S DESIGNEE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of 
achieving a negotiated plan, the President’s 
designee may convene, chair, and conduct 
formal and informal meetings, discussions, 
and consultations, as appropriate, with in- 
terested parties of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer. 

(B) CLARIFICATION.—The Federal Advisory 
Committee Act shall not apply with respect 
to any of the activities conducted or taken 
by the President’s designee pursuant to this 
Act. 


(b) RESTRUCTURING PLAN.—Not later than 
March 31, 2009, each eligible automobile 
manufacturer shall submit to the President’s 
designee a restructuring plan to achieve and 
sustain the long-term viability, inter- 
national competitiveness, and energy effi- 
ciency of the eligible automobile manufac- 
turer (in this Act referred to as the ‘‘restruc- 
turing plan’’) in accordance with this sec- 
tion. The President’s designee shall approve 
the restructuring plan if the President’s des- 
ignee determines that the plan will result 
in— 

(1) the repayment of all Government-pro- 
vided financing, consistent with the terms 
specified in section 11, or otherwise agreed 
to; 

(2) the ability— 

(A) to comply with applicable fuel effi- 
ciency and emissions requirements; 

(B) to commence domestic manufacturing 
of advanced technology vehicles, as de- 
scribed in section 136 of the Energy Inde- 
pendence and Security Act of 2007 (Public 
Law 110-140; 42 U.S.C. 17013); and 

(C) to produce new and existing products 
and capacity, as described in section 14; 

(3) the achievement of а positive net 
present value, using reasonable assumptions 
and taking into account all existing and pro- 
jected future costs, including repayment of 
any financial assistance provided pursuant 
to this Act; 

(4) efforts to rationalize costs, capitaliza- 
tion, and capacity with respect to the manu- 
facturing workforce, suppliers, and dealer- 
Ships of the eligible automobile manufac- 
turer; 

(5) proposals to restructure existing debt, 
including, where appropriate, the conversion 
of debt to equity, to improve the ability of 
the eligible automobile manufacturer to 
raise private capital; and 

(6) a product mix and cost structure that is 
competitive in the United States market- 
place. 


(c) EXTENSION OF NEGOTIATIONS AND PLAN 
DEADLINE.—Notwithstanding the time limi- 
tations in subsection (b), the President's des- 
ignee, upon making a determination that the 
interested parties are negotiating in good 
faith, are making significant progress, and 
that an additional period of time would like- 
ly facilitate agreement on a negotiated plan, 
and upon notification of the Congress, may 
extend for not longer than 30 additional days 
the negotiation period under subsection (b). 
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SEC. 7. FINANCING FOR RESTRUCTURING. 

Upon approval by the President’s designee 
of a restructuring plan, the President’s des- 
ignee may provide financial assistance to an 
eligible automobile manufacturer to imple- 
ment the restructuring plan. 

SEC. 8. DISAPPROVAL AND CALL OF LOAN. 

If the President’s designee has not ap- 
proved the restructuring plan at the expira- 
tion of the period provided in section 6 for 
submission and approval of the restructuring 
plan, the President’s designee shall call the 
loan or cancel the commitment within 30 
days, unless a restructuring plan is approved 
within that period. 

SEC. 9. ALLOCATION. 

(a) PRIORITIZING ALLOCATION.—The Presi- 
dent’s designee shall prioritize allocation of 
the provision of financial assistance under 
this Act to any eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, based on— 

(1) the necessity of the financial assistance 
for the continued operation of the eligible 
automobile manufacturer; 

(2) the potential impact of the failure of 
the eligible automobile manufacturer on the 
United States economy; and 

(3) the ability to utilize the financial as- 
sistance optimally to satisfy the operational 
and long-term restructuring requirements of 
the eligible automobile manufacturer. 

(b) ORDER OF PRIORITY; SECTION 4.—For 
purposes of allocating bridge loans or com- 
mitments pursuant to section 4, the Presi- 
dent’s designee shall prioritize the consider- 
ations set forth in subsection (a) in the fol- 
lowing order: paragraph (1), paragraph (2), 
and paragraph (3). 

(c) ORDER OF PRIORITY; SECTION 7.—For 
purposes of allocating financial assistance 
for restructuring pursuant to section 7, the 
President’s designee shall prioritize the con- 
siderations set forth in subsection (a) in the 
following order: paragraph (3), paragraph (2), 
and paragraph (1). 

SEC. 10. FUNDING. 

(a) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Such sums are appro- 
priated as are necessary for the purpose of 
providing funds to support up to 
$14,000,000,000 in loans under this Act. The 
Secretary of Energy shall make available to 
the President’s designee $7,010,000,000 of 
funds made available under section 129 of di- 
vision A of the Consolidated Security, Dis- 
aster Assistance, and Continuing Appropria- 
tions Act, 2009, relating to funding for the 
manufacture of advanced technology vehi- 
cles, which shall reduce the appropriation 
under this paragraph. 

(2) RESERVATION FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES.— 
The Secretary of Energy shall reserve 
$500,000,000 of the amounts made available 
under paragraph (1) for purposes of section 
136 of the Energy Independence and Security 
Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-140; 42 U.S.C. 
17018). 

(3) CONTINUING APPLICATION PROCESS.—No 
provision of this section shall be construed 
as prohibiting or limiting the Secretary of 
Energy from processing applications for 
loans under section 186 of the Energy Inde- 
pendence and Security Act of 2007. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated to the Secretary of En- 
ergy, sums aS may be necessary for the pur- 
pose of replenishing the funds made avail- 
able to the President’s designee under sub- 
section (a)(1). 

SEC. 11. TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 

(a) DURATION.—The duration of any loan 
made under this Act shall be 7 years, or such 
longer period as the President’s designee 
may determine with respect to such loan. 
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(b) RATE OF INTEREST; TIMING OF PAY- 
MENTS.— 

(1) RATE OF INTEREST.—The annual rate of 
interest for a loan under this Act shall be— 

(A) 5 percent during the 5-year period be- 
ginning on the date on which the President’s 
designee disburses the loan; and 

(B) 9 percent after the end of the period de- 
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

(2) TIMING OF PAYMENTS.—Payments of in- 
terest on loans under this Act shall be made 
semiannually. 

(с) NO PREPAYMENT PENALTY.—A loan 
made under this Act shall be prepayable 
without penalty at any time. 

(d) INFORMATION ACCESS.—As a condition 
for the receipt of any financial assistance 
made under this Act, an eligible automobile 
manufacturer shall agree— 

(1) to allow the President’s designee to ex- 
amine any books, papers, records, or other 
data of the eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, and those of any subsidiary, affiliate, 
or entity holding an ownership interest of 50 
percent or more of such automobile manu- 
facturer, that may be relevant to the finan- 
cial assistance, including compliance with 
the terms of a loan or any conditions im- 
posed under this Act; and 

(2) to provide in a timely manner any in- 
formation requested by the President’s des- 
ignee, including requiring any officer or em- 
ployee of the eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, any subsidiary, affiliate, or entity re- 
ferred to in paragraph (1) with respect to 
such manufacturer, or any person having 
possession, custody, or care of the reports 
and records required under paragraph (1), to 
appear before the President’s designee at a 
time and place requested and to provide such 
books, papers, records, or other data, as re- 
quested, as may be relevant or material. 

(e) OVERSIGHT OF TRANSACTIONS AND FINAN- 
CIAL CONDITION.— 

(1) DUTY TO INFORM.—During the period in 
which any loan extended under this Act re- 
mains outstanding, the eligible automobile 
manufacturer which received such loan shall 
promptly inform the President’s designee 
of— 

(A) any asset sale, investment, contract, 
commitment, or other transaction proposed 
to be entered into by such eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer that has a value in ex- 
cess of $100,000,000; and 

(B) any other material change in the finan- 
cial condition of such eligible automobile 
manufacturer. 

(2) AUTHORITY OF THE PRESIDENT’S DES- 
IGNEE.—During the period in which any loan 
extended under this Act remains out- 
standing, the President’s designee may— 

(A) review any asset sale, investment, con- 
tract, commitment, or other transaction de- 
scribed in paragraph (1); and 

(B) prohibit the eligible automobile manu- 
facturer which received the loan from con- 
summating any such proposed sale, invest- 
ment, contract, commitment, or other trans- 
action, if the President’s designee deter- 
mines that consummation of such trans- 
action would be inconsistent with or detri- 
mental to the long-term viability of the eli- 
gible automobile manufacturer. 

(3) PROCEDURES.—The President’s designee 
may establish procedures for conducting any 
review under this subsection. 

(f) CONSEQUENCES FOR FAILURE ТО CoM- 
PLY.—The terms of any financial assistance 
made under this Act shall provide that if— 

(1) an evaluation by the President's des- 
ignee under section 5(b) demonstrates that 
the eligible automobile manufacturer which 
received the financial assistance has failed 
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to make adequate progress towards meeting 
the restructuring progress assessment meas- 
ures established by the President's designee 
under section 5(a) with respect to such re- 
cipient; 

(2) after March 31, 2009, the eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer which received the fi- 
nancial assistance fails to submit an accept- 
able restructuring plan under section 6(b), or 
fails to comply with any conditions or re- 
quirement applicable under this Act or appli- 
cable fuel efficiency and emissions require- 
ments; or 

(3) after à restructuring plan of an eligible 
automobile manufacturer has been approved 
by the President's designee, the auto manu- 
facturer fails to make adequate progress in 
the implementation of the plan, as deter- 
mined by the President's designee, 
the repayment of any loan may be acceler- 
ated to such earlier date or dates as the 
President's designee may determine and any 
other financial assistance may be cancelled 
by the President's designee. 

SEC. 12. TAXPAYER PROTECTION. 

(а) WARRANTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— The President's designee 
may not provide any loan under this Act, un- 
less the President's designee, or such depart- 
ment or agency as is designated for such pur- 
pose by the President, receives from the eli- 
gible automobile manufacturer— 

(A) in the case of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer, the securities of which are 
traded on а national securities exchange, а 
warrant giving the right to the President's 
designee to receive nonvoting common stock 
or preferred stock in such eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer, or voting stock, with 
respect to which the President's designee 
agrees not to exercise voting power, as the 
President's designee determines appropriate; 
or 

(B) in the case of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer other than one described in 
subparagraph (A), a warrant for common or 
preferred stock, or an instrument that is the 
economic equivalent of such a warrant in the 
holding company of the eligible automobile 
manufacturer, or any company that controls 
a majority stake in the eligible automobile 
manufacturer, as determined by the Presi- 
dent's designee. 

(2) AMOUNT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.— The warrants or instru- 
ments described in paragraph (1) shall have à 
value equal to 20 percent of the aggregate 
amount of all loans provided to the eligible 
automobile manufacturer under this Act. 
Such warrants or instruments shall entitle 
the Government to purchase— 

(i) nonvoting common stock, up to a max- 
imum amount of 20 percent of the issued and 
outstanding common stock of — 

(D the eligible automobile manufacturer; 
or 

(ID in the case of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer, the securities of which are 
not traded on a national securities exchange, 
a holding company or company that controls 
a majority of the stock thereof (in this sec- 
tion referred to as the ‘‘warrant common"); 
and 

(ii) preferred stock having an aggregate 
liquidation preference equal to 20 percent of 
such aggregate loan amount, less the value 
of common stock available for purchase 
under the warrant common (in this section 
referred to as the ‘“‘warrant preferred"). 

(B) COMMON STOCK WARRANT PRICE.—The 
exercise price on a warrant or instrument de- 
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be— 

(i) the 15-day moving average, as of Decem- 
ber 2, 2008, of the market price of the com- 
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mon stock of the eligible automobile manu- 
facturer which received any loan under this 
Act; or 

(ii) in the case of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer, the securities of which are 
not traded on a national securities exchange, 
the economic equivalent of the market price 
described in clause (i), as determined by the 
President’s designee. 

(C) TERMS OF PREFERRED STOCK WARRANT.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—The initial exercise price 
for the preferred stock warrant shall be $0.01 
per share or such greater amount as the cor- 
porate charter may require as the par value 
per share of the warrant preferred. The Gov- 
ernment shall have the right to immediately 
exercise the warrants. 

(ii) REDEMPTION.—The warrant preferred 
may be redeemed at any time after exercise 
of the preferred stock warrant at 100 percent 
of its issue price, plus any accrued and un- 
paid dividends. 

(iii) OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—Other 
terms and conditions of the warrant pre- 
ferred shall be determined by the President’s 
designee to protect the interests of tax- 
payers. 

(3) APPLICATION OF OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
LAW.—Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, the requirements for the purchase of 
warrants under section 113(d)(2) of the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (di- 
vision A of Public Law 110-343) shall apply to 
any warrant or instrument described in para- 
graph (1), including the antidilution protec- 
tion provisions therein. 

(b) EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION AND COR- 
PORATE GOVERNANCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—During the period in 
which any financial assistance under this 
Act remains outstanding, the eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer which received such as- 
sistance shall be subject to— 

(A) the standards established by the Presi- 
dent's designee under paragraph (2); and 

(B) the provisions of section 162(m)(5) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as appli- 
cable. 

(2) STANDARDS REQUIRED.— The President's 
designee shall require any eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer which received any fi- 
nancial assistance under this Act to meet ap- 
propriate standards for executive compensa- 
tion and corporate governance. 

(3) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.— The standards 
established under paragraph (2) shall in- 
clude— 

(A) limits on compensation that exclude 
incentives for senior executive officers of an 
eligible automobile manufacturer which re- 
ceived assistance under this Act to take un- 
necessary and excessive risks that threaten 
the value of such manufacturer during the 
period that the loan is outstanding; 

(B) à provision for the recovery by such 
automobile manufacturer of any bonus or in- 
centive compensation paid to à senior execu- 
tive officer based on statements of earnings, 
gains, or other criteria that are later found 
to be materially inaccurate; 

(С) a prohibition on such automobile man- 
ufacturer making any golden parachute pay- 
ment to а senior executive officer during the 
period that the loan is outstanding; 

(D) à prohibition on such automobile man- 
ufacturer paying or accruing any bonus or 
incentive compensation during the period 
that the loan is outstanding to the 25 most 
highly-compensated employees; and 

(E) a prohibition on any compensation plan 
that would encourage manipulation of such 
automobile manufacturer’s reported earn- 
ings to enhance the compensation of any of 
its employees. 
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(4) DIVESTITURE.—During the period in 
which any financial assistance provided 
under this Act to any eligible automobile 
manufacturer is outstanding, the eligible 
automobile manufacturer may not own or 
lease any private passenger aircraft, or have 
any interest in such aircraft, except that 
such eligible automobile manufacturer shall 
not be treated as being in violation of this 
provision with respect to any aircraft or in- 
terest in any aircraft that was owned or held 
by the manufacturer immediately before re- 
ceiving such assistance, as long as the recipi- 
ent demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
President's designee that all reasonable 
Steps are being taken to sell or divest such 
aircraft or interest. 

(5) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub- 
section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(A) SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER.— The term 
“senior executive officer" means an indi- 
vidual who is 1 of the top 5 most highly paid 
executives of a public company, whose com- 
pensation is required to be disclosed pursu- 
ant to the Securities Exchange Act of 1984, 
and any regulations issued thereunder, and 
non-public company counterparts. 

(B) GOLDEN PARACHUTE PAYMENT.—The 
term ‘‘golden parachute payment" means 
any payment to а senior executive officer for 
departure from a company for any reason, 
except for payments for services performed 
or benefits accrued. 

(c) PROHIBITION ON PAYMENT OF DIVI- 
DENDS.—Except with respect to obligations 
owed pursuant to law to any nonaffiliated 
party or any existing contract with any non- 
affiliated party in effect as of December 2, 
2008, no dividends or distributions of any 
kind, or the economic equivalent thereof (as 
determined by the President’s designee), 
may be paid by any eligible automobile man- 
ufacturer which receives financial assistance 
under this Act, or any holding company or 
company that controls a majority stake in 
the eligible automobile manufacturer, while 
such financial assistance is outstanding. 

(d) OTHER INTERESTS SUBORDINATED.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an eligible 
automobile manufacturer which received a 
loan under this Act, to the extent permitted 
by the terms of any obligation, liability, or 
debt of the eligible automobile manufacturer 
in effect as of December 2, 2008, any other ob- 
ligation of such eligible automobile manu- 
facturer shall be subordinate to such loan, 
and such loan shall be senior and prior to all 
obligations, liabilities, and debts of the eligi- 
ble automobile manufacturer, and such eligi- 
ble automobile manufacturer shall provide 
to the Government, all available security 
and collateral against which the loans under 
this Act shall be secured. 

(2) APPLICABILITY IN CERTAIN CASES.—In the 
case of an eligible automobile manufacturer 
referred to in paragraph (1), the securities of 
which are not traded on a national securities 
exchange, a loan under this Act to the eligi- 
ble automobile manufacturer shall— 

(A) be treated as a loan to any holding 
company of, or company that controls a ma- 
jority stake in, the eligible automobile man- 
ufacturer; and 

(B) be senior and prior to all obligations, 
liabilities, and debts of any such holding 
company or company that controls a major- 
ity stake in the eligible automobile manu- 
facturer. 

(e) ADDITIONAL TAXPAYER PROTECTIONS.— 

(1) DISCHARGE.—A discharge under title 11, 
United States Code, shall not discharge an 
eligible automobile manufacturer, or any 
successor in interest thereto, from any debt 
for financial assistance received pursuant to 
this Act. 
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(2) EXEMPTION.—Any financial assistance 
provided to an eligible automobile manufac- 
turer under this Act shall be exempt from 
the automatic stay established by section 362 
of title 11, United States Code. 

(3) INTERESTED PARTIES.—Notwithstanding 
any provision of title 11, United States Code, 
any interest in property or equity rights of 
the United States arising from financial as- 
sistance provided to an eligible automobile 
manufacturer under this Act shall remain 
unaffected by any plan of reorganization, ex- 
cept as the United States may agree to in 
writing. 

SEC. 13. OVERSIGHT AND AUDITS. 

(a) COMPTROLLER GENERAL OVERSIGHT.— 

(1) ScoPE ОЕ OVERSIGHT.—The Comptroller 
General of the United States shall conduct 
ongoing oversight of the activities and per- 
formance of the President's designee. 

(2) CONDUCT AND ADMINISTRATION OF OVER- 
SIGHT.— 

(A) GAO PRESENCE.— The President's des- 
ignee shall provide to the Comptroller Gen- 
eral appropriate space and facilities for pur- 
poses of this subsection. 

(B) ACCESS TO RECORDS.—To the extent 
otherwise consistent with law, the Comp- 
troller General shall have access, upon re- 
quest, to any information, data, schedules, 
books, accounts, financial records, reports, 
files, electronic communications, or other 
papers, things, or property belonging to or in 
use by the President's designee, at such rea- 
sonable time as the Comptroller General 
may request. The Comptroller General shall 
be afforded full facilities for verifying trans- 
actions with the balances or securities held 
by depositaries, fiscal agents, and 
custodians. The Comptroller General may 
make and retain copies of such books, ac- 
counts, and other records as the Comptroller 
General deems appropriate. 

(3) REPORTING.—The Comptroller General 
shall submit reports of findings under this 
section to Congress, regularly and not less 
frequently than once every 60 days. The 
Comptroller General may also submit special 
reports under this subsection, as warranted 
by the findings of its oversight activities. 

(b) SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL.—It shall 
be the duty of the Special Inspector General 
established under section 121 of Public Law 
110-343 to conduct, supervise, and coordinate 
audits and investigations of the President's 
designee in addition to the duties of the Spe- 
cial Inspector General under such section 
and for such purposes. The Special Inspector 
General shall also have the duties, respon- 
sibilities, and authorities of inspectors gen- 
eral under the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
including section 6 of such Act. In the event 
that the Office of the Special Inspector Gen- 
eral is terminated, the Inspector General of 
the Department of the Treasury shall as- 
sume the responsibilities of the Special In- 
Spector General under this subsection. 

(c) ACCESS TO RECORDS OF BORROWERS BY 
GAO.—Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, during the period in which any finan- 
cial assistance provided under this Act is 
outstanding, the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall have access, upon re- 
quest, to any information, data, schedules, 
books, accounts, financial records, reports, 
files, electronic communications, or other 
papers, things, or property belonging to or in 
use by the eligible automobile manufacturer, 
and any subsidiary, affiliate, or entity hold- 
ing an ownership interest of 50 percent or 
more of such eligible automobile manufac- 
turer (collectively referred to in this section 
as “related entities”), and to any officer, di- 
rector, or other agent or representative of 
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the eligible automobile manufacturer and its 
related entities, at such reasonable times as 
the Comptroller General may request. The 
Comptroller General may make and retain 
copies of such books, accounts, and other 
records as the Comptroller General deems 
appropriate. 
SEC. 14. AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS’ STUDY 
ON POTENTIAL MANUFACTURING OF 
TRANSIT VEHICLES. 


(а) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible automobile 
manufacturer which receives financial as- 
Sistance under this Act shall conduct an 
analysis of potential uses of any excess pro- 
duction capacity (especially those of former 
Sport utility vehicle producers) to make ve- 
hicles for sale to public transit agencies, in- 
cluding— 

(1) the current and projected demand for 
bus and rail cars by American public transit 
agencies; 

(2) the potential growth for both sales and 
supplies to such agencies in the short, me- 
dium, and long term; 

(3) a description of existing Buy America" 
provisions, and data provided by the Federal 
Transit Administration regarding the use or 
request of waivers from such provisions; and 

(4) any recommendations as to whether 
Such actions would result in a business line 
that makes sense for the automobile manu- 
facturer. 

(b) GAO REVIEW AND REPORT.—The Comp- 
troller General of the United States shall re- 
view the analyses conducted under this sec- 
tion, and shall provide reports thereon to the 
Congress and the President's designee. 


SEC. 15. REPORTING AND MONITORING. 


(a) REPORTING ON  CONSUMMATION OF 
LOANS.—The President’s designee shall sub- 
mit a report to the Congress on each bridge 
loan made under section 4 not later than 5 
days after the date of the consummation of 
such loan. 

(b) REPORTING ON RESTRUCTURING 
PROGRESS ASSESSMENT | MEASURES.—The 
President's designee shall submit a report to 
the Congress on the restructuring progress 
assessment measures established for each 
manufacturer under section 5(a) not later 
than 10 days after establishing the restruc- 
turing progress assessment measures. 

(c) REPORTING ON  EVALUATIONS.—The 
President's designee shall submit a report to 
the Congress containing the detailed find- 
ings and conclusions of the President's des- 
ignee in connection with the evaluation of 
an eligible automobile manufacturer under 
section 5(b). 

(d) REPORTING ON CONSEQUENCES FOR FAIL- 
URE TO COMPLY.—The President's designee 
Shall submit a report to the Congress on the 
exercise of a right under section 11(f) to ac- 
celerate indebtedness of an eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer under this Act or to 
cancel any other financial assistance pro- 
vided to such eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, and the facts and circumstances on 
which such exercise was based, before the 
end of the 10-day period beginning on the 
date of the exercise of the right. 

(e) MONITORING.—The President's designee 
Shall monitor the use of loan funds received 
by eligible automobile manufacturers under 
this Act, and shall report to Congress once 
every 90 days (beginning 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act) on the 
progress of the ability of the recipient of the 
loan to continue operations and proceed with 
restructuring processes that restore the fi- 
nancial viability of the recipient and pro- 
mote environmental sustainability. 
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SEC. 16. REPORT TO CONGRESS ON LACK OF 
PROGRESS TOWARD ACHIEVING AN 
ACCEPTABLE NEGOTIATED PLAN. 

(a) AUTHORITY ТО FACILITATE A NEGO- 
TIATED PLAN.—At any such time as the 
President's designee determines that action 
is necessary to avoid disruption to the econ- 
omy or to achieve à negotiated plan, the 
President's designee shall submit to Con- 
gress a report outlining any additional pow- 
ers and authorities necessary to facilitate 
the completion of à negotiated plan required 
under section 6. 

(b) IMPEDIMENTS TO ACHIEVING NEGOTIATED 
PLANS.—If the President's designee deter- 
mines, on the basis of an evaluation by the 
President's designee of the progress being 
made by an eligible automobile manufac- 
turer toward meeting the restructuring 
progress assessment measures established 
under section 5, that adequate progress is 
not being made toward achieving a nego- 
tiated plan by March 31, 2009, the President's 
designee shall submit to Congress a report 
detailing the impediments to achievement of 
a negotiated plan by the eligible automobile 
manufacturer. 

SEC. 17. SUBMISSION OF PLAN TO CONGRESS BY 
THE PRESIDENT'S DESIGNEE. 

Upon submission of а report pursuant to 
section 16(b), the President's designee shall 
provide to Congress a plan that represents 
the judgement of the President's designee as 
to the steps necessary to achieve the long- 
term viability, international competitive- 
ness, and energy efficiency of the eligible 
automobile manufacturer, consistent with 
the factors set forth in section 6(b), includ- 
ing through а negotiated plan, а plan to be 
implemented by legislation, or a reorganiza- 
tion pursuant to chapter 11 of title 11, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 18. GUARANTEE OF LEASES OF QUALIFIED 
TRANSPORTATION PROPERTY. 

(a) GUARANTEE.—Upon the request of a les- 
see of qualified transportation property, the 
President's designee shall serve as a guar- 
antor with respect to all obligations of such 
lessee with respect to leases of such qualified 
transportation property. Such guarantee 
shall be on such terms and conditions as are 
determined by the President’s designee, not 
later than 14 days after the date of enact- 
ment of this section. 

(b) RECOUPMENT OF PAYMENT OF CLAIMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any claims under this sec- 
tion in excess of collateral held for the ben- 
efit of the President’s designee shall be paid 
from the General Fund of the Treasury out 
of funds not otherwise appropriated. 

(2) RECOUPMENT FEE.—Subsequent to any 
payment made under paragraph (1), the 
President’s designee shall recoup amounts 
paid under paragraph (1) by establishing a 
fee that is sufficient to recoup the amount of 
the claim payment not later than 3 years 
after the date of such claim payment from 
any lessee or guarantor for whom the claim 
was paid or for whom a guarantee was issued. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec- 
tion— 

(1) the term ‘‘qualified transportation 
property" means domestic property subject 
to a lease that was approved by the Federal 
Transit Administration prior to January 1, 
2006; and 

(2) the term ‘‘guarantor’’ includes, without 
limitation, any guarantor, surety, and pay- 
ment undertaker. 

SEC. 19. COORDINATION WITH OTHER LAWS. 

(а) IN GENERAL.—No provision of this Act 
may be construed as altering, affecting, or 
superseding— 

(1) the provisions of section 129 of division 
А of the Consolidated Security, Disaster As- 
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sistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009, relating to funding for the manufacture 
of advanced technology vehicles; 

(2) any existing authority to provide finan- 
cial assistance or liquidity for purposes of 
the day-to-day operations in the ordinary 
course of business or research and develop- 
ment. 

(b) LIMITATION.—Except to provide bridge 
financing or to implement a restructuring 
plan pursuant to this Act, no funds from the 
United States Treasury may be used for the 
purpose of assisting an eligible automobile 
manufacturer to achieve financial viability 
or otherwise to avoid bankruptcy. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF FISCAL YEAR 2009 
COST OF LIVING SALARY ADJUSTMENT FOR 
JUSTICES AND JUDGES.—Pursuant to section 
140 of Public Law 97-92, justices and judges of 
the United States are authorized during fis- 
cal year 2009 to receive a salary adjustment 
in accordance with section 461 of title 28, 
United States Code. 

(d) ANTITRUST PROVISIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Subject to paragraphs (2) 
and (4), the antitrust laws shall not apply to 
meetings, discussions, or consultations 
among an eligible automobile manufacturer 
and its interested parties for the purpose of 
achieving a negotiated plan pursuant to sec- 
tion (6)(a)(2). 

(2) EXCLUSIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply with respect to price-fixing, allocating 
a market between competitors, monopolizing 
(or attempting to monopolize) a market, or 
boycotting. 

(3) ANTITRUST AGENCY PARTICIPATION.—The 
Attorney General of the United States and 
the Federal Trade Commission shall, to the 
extent practicable, receive reasonable ad- 
vance notice of, and be permitted to partici- 
pate in, each meeting, discussion, or con- 
sultation described in paragraph (1). 

(4) PRESERVATION OF ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR- 
ITY.—Paragraph (1) shall not be construed to 
preclude the Attorney General of the United 
States or the Federal Trade Commission 
from bringing an enforcement action under 
the antitrust laws for injunctive relief. 

(5) SUNSET.—Paragraph (1) shall apply only 
with respect to meetings, discussions, or 
consultations that occur within the 3-year 
period beginning on the date of the enact- 
ment of this Act. 

(6) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sub- 
section, the term ‘‘antitrust laws’’— 

(A) has the same meaning as in subsection 
(a) of the first section of the Clayton Act (15 
U.S.C. 12(a)), except that such term includes 
section 5 of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act (15 U.S.C. 45), to the extent that such 
section 5 applies to unfair methods of com- 
petition; and 

(B) includes any provision of State law 
that is similar to the laws referred to in sub- 
paragraph (A). 

SEC. 20. TREATMENT OF RESTRUCTURING FOR 
PURPOSES OF APPLYING LIMITA- 
TIONS ON NET OPERATING LOSS 
CARRYFORWARDS AND CERTAIN 
BUILT-IN LOSSES. 

Section 382 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 shall not apply in the case of an owner- 
ship change resulting from this Act or pursu- 
ant to а restructuring plan approved under 
this Act. 


SEC. 21. EMERGENCY DESIGNATION. 


Amounts provided by this Act are des- 
ignated as an emergency requirement and 
necessary to meet emergency needs pursuant 
to section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 21 (110th Con- 
gress), the concurrent resolution on the 
budget for fiscal year 2008. 
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The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to House Resolution 1584, the bill is 
considered read. 

After 1 hour of debate on the bill, it 
Shall be in order to consider the 
amendment printed in House Report 
110-922 if offered by the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) or his 
designee, which shall be in order with- 
out intervention of any point of order 
or demand for division of the question, 
Shall be considered read, and shall be 
debatable for 10 minutes, equally di- 
vided and controlled by the proponent 
and an opponent. 

The gentleman from Massachusetts 
(Mr. FRANK) and the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BACHUS) each will con- 
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, at the outset I ask that all 
Members have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re- 
marks on this bill and include extra- 
neous remarks and material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, we consider this bill in 
а context, a context framed by the re- 
port last Friday of а massive loss of 
jobs in the American economy. This 
economy is in the worst shape that it 
has been in since the Great Depression. 

We are facing à double hit, à credit 
crisis brought on by a variety of fac- 
tors, but resulting now in a serious 
lack of confidence on the part of inves- 
tors and a deterioration in the physical 
parts of the economy, which have com- 
bined to cause a serious, deep reces- 
sion. 

That is relevant because there have 
been suggestions that we could afford 
to allow the three domestically owned 
auto companies to founder, that there 
are other sources of automobiles, that 
they could be required to declare bank- 
ruptcy, to, therefore, not pay suppliers, 
to cut back substantially on money 
owed dealers, to reduce by large 
amounts the workforce and the com- 
pensation of the workforce, to take one 
of the major factors of the American 
economy and substantially reduce its 
economie impact. 

I think that would have been a mis- 
take in any economic period, but to 
contemplate the severity of that blow 
to our economic activity at this time is 
to invite further deterioration of an 
economy that has already deteriorated 
beyond what people expected and be- 
yond what the American people ought 
to have to tolerate. 

The bill is a limited bill. It is the 
product of a compromise, the terms of 
which were largely dictated by the 
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President of the United States. I am 
Struck, Mr. Speaker, by the lack of 
confidence that has been expressed on 
the Republican side of this House, not 
in the auto industry, but in George 
Bush and the people he has and will ap- 
point. 

The amount of money here, $15 bil- 
lion, is à loan. It is а loan far more 
likely to be repaid than many of the 
much larger amounts that the Bush ad- 
ministration and the Federal Reserve, 
working with them, have advanced to 
Citigroup and AIG and the number of 
other entities. 

It is $15 billion because the President 
said no new money, not even money 
from the $700 billion troubled assets 
fund, the TARP. This Congress voted à 
month or two ago, 2 months ago, to ad- 
vance $25 billion to the auto industry 
to promote innovation, which everyone 
agrees is necessary. It wasn't just to 
the Big Three, it was to any applicant 
who was going to use this money to try 
to innovate. 

The President said, to our dismay, he 
would veto any legislation trying to 
keep the auto industry out of bank- 
ruptcy that used any funds other than 
that $25 billion that had already been 
voted for that purpose. The Speaker, to 
her credit, resisted what I think was a 
strong temptation to engage in a dis- 
pute with the President that would 
have killed any effort to get legislation 
and instead, perhaps to his surprise, 
She agreed with him and said we would 
live with that constraint. 

So the amount of money that is here 
is both in amount and, in short, ex- 
actly what George Bush wanted. This is 
an amount of money that George Bush 
told us we could make available. 

We have made it available in а form 
that makes it overwhelmingly likely 
that it will be repaid. It is а loan with 
the American Government in a super 
senior position in terms of repayment 
and where there were some potential 
problems with that because of clauses 
in other agreements, heavy collateral. 

So this $15 billion is very likely to be 
returned if the program fails. That's 
the worst case. 

We will have advanced $15 billion, we 
will get it back in 3 months because 
disaster cannot be averted, but we are 
not willing to say that disaster cannot 
be averted without trying. 

What this bill then says is the Presi- 
dent of the United States, George 
Bush, shall designate an administra- 
tion official to preside over a process of 
hard negotiation with all of those who 
have a share in this industry, the com- 
panies, of course, the bondholders, the 
workers, the suppliers and the auto 
dealers, and make it clear to them that 
if they are not willing and able to come 
together and reduce costs and put in 
place a program that makes it possible 
to envision a future in which more effi- 
cient cars are made and sold with a 
great likelihood of success, then not 
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only will there be no more money than 
the $15 billion, but the $15 billion will 
have to be repaid. 

Well, apparently my Republican col- 
leagues, again, do not think that the 
Bush administration has within its 
ranks anyone capable, with all the help 
that they have been given, of beginning 
that process. Some have said, no, make 
them go bankrupt. 

There is nothing about bankruptcy 
that cannot be accomplished within 
the framework we have said except the 
ability to unilaterally say “по” to this 
or that class of people who are owed 
money. All of the powers that you 
could accomplish in reorganization in à 
bankruptcy are given here, and the en- 
forcement power is that the money will 
be withdrawn if this is not done and 
the entities will collapse. 

We have provisions in here that make 
it impossible, if the Bush administra- 
tion and then the Obama administra- 
tion coming after them, say so to have 
money that was, in part, provided by 
the American taxpayer, used to finance 
activity in other countries. "That 
doesnt mean American investors 
Should never be in other countries. It 
does mean that taxpayer dollars made 
available in these circumstances 
shouldn’t go to other countries. Then 
the question is, then, well, why the 
haste? We are hastily reacting to very 
fast-moving events. 

A month ago it did not appear that 
the car companies would be in such 
dire straits. Car companies all over the 
world have been hurt by the credit cri- 
sis. Automobiles are paid for by credit. 
As credit has tightened up substan- 
tially, and as people have lost their 
jobs, there has been a greater than an- 
ticipated fall off in auto sales. Of 
course, the auto companies have made 
mistakes in the past, a lot of people in 
the industry have, including con- 
sumers. 

But we find that the rapid deteriora- 
tion in the general economy, it hasn't 
caused the problem for the auto- 
makers, but it has exacerbated them 
and greatly shortened our time hori- 
zon. 

This bill is intended to keep them 
from going bankrupt between now and 
March 31. It does it in a way that will 
allow us to recapture the money if that 
effort fails. It does express the belief 
that, done properly, in conjunction 
with other things, things that could 
unstick the credit market, funds that 
we hope will be made available under 
the troubled assets program to auto 
dealers, who have a very real claim 
here, and we will be pushing for a pro- 
gram that will include them and fund- 
ing be made available. Several Mem- 
bers of this House have spoken out 
strongly in favor of doing that. 

We believe it is possible, and likely, 
that as the economy gets better, and as 
they continue the movements they 
have already made towards cars that 
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are likely to sell and be more energy 
efficient, that we can survive this. 

There are some Members who have 
consistently opposed any intervention, 
but this administration sent over $100 
billion to AIG. Citigroup has been the 
recipient of very large amounts of 
money. I do not understand how people 
can have not made any effort to undo 
the administration's intervention with 
AIG, well over $100 billion, and then 
try and stop about one-seventh of that 
sum as а loan to the auto companies. 

Yes, credit and finance are impor- 
tant, but the physical work done by 
working class and middle-class Ameri- 
cans in auto companies, in car dealer- 
Ships, in the small businesses that are 
other suppliers, cumulatively, are just 
as important. To give up now on the 
auto industry would be to condemn the 
American economy at one of its most 
vulnerable periods in our economic his- 
tory to a degree of further hurt, and 
the American people deserve better. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY, 
Washington, DC, December 10, 2008. 

Hon. BARNEY FRANK, 
Chairman, Committee on Financial Services, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR CHAIRMAN FRANK: This is to memori- 
alize the provisions in H.R. 7321, the ‘‘Auto 
Industry Financing and Restructuring Act," 
that fall within the rule X jurisdiction of the 
Committee on the Judiciary. In particular, 
there are several provisions in section 12(d) 
and (e) that alter the normal operation of 
the bankruptcy laws; section 19(c) provides 
the annual cost-of-living salary adjustment 
for the federal judiciary: and section 19(d) 
precludes private antitrust suits regarding 
certain consultations between a covered 
automaker and its employees, dealers, sup- 
pliers, and creditors. 

In agreeing to be discharged from further 
consideration of the bill, in order that it 
may proceed without delay to the House 
floor for consideration, the Judiciary Com- 
mittee does not waive any jurisdiction over 
subject matter contained in this or similar 
legislation. We also reserve the right to seek 
appointment of an appropriate number of 
conferees to any House-Senate conference in- 
volving this important legislation, and 
would ask your support if such a request is 
made. 

I would appreciate your including this let- 
ter in the Congressional Record during con- 
sideration of the bill on the House floor. 
Thank you for your attention to this re- 
quest, and for the cooperative relationship 
between our two committees. 


Sincerely, 
JOHN CONYERS, Jr., 
Chairman. 
Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 


Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, we are here today be- 
cause we all recognize the importance 
of our domestic automobile industry. 
We understand that the bankruptcy of 
either GM or Chrysler would have a 
cascading effect on the other manufac- 
turers. We understand that the sup- 
pliers, the auto part manufacturers 
could fail. We also understand that 
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dealerships are at risk, millions of 
jobs, families in jeopardy. 
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And even though we all want the in- 
dustry to succeed, I cannot support 
this plan because this plan is а plan to 
Spend taxpayer money without any 
real promise or ability to return the in- 
dustry to profitability. In my view, any 
aid for the automobile industry should 
be limited to transitional assistance as 
а, part of a fundamental restructuring 
plan and should fully protect the tax- 
payer, and this legislation does not 
meet that standard. 

Some of the worst bills to come out 
of Congress are when we rush to judg- 
ment, and I fear that is exactly what 
we are doing here. Members have only 
had one or two hours to examine the 
text of this legislation. It was à meas- 
ure which was the product of а closed- 
door negotiation between the Demo- 
cratic Congress and the administra- 
tion. It occurred outside the normal 
legislative process and the watchful 
eyes of the American people. 

I see several glaring omissions or 
flaws in my cursory examination. We 
are creating a new car czar to manage 
these three companies from  Wash- 
ington; not a CEO, but a car czar. 

Second, and this probably is the most 
troubling, this legislation actually im- 
poses new and expensive mandates on 
our automobile companies. If they are 
in such bad shape that they need bil- 
lions of dollars of taxpayer help, and 
we acknowledge that they are in bad 
shape, why are we imposing new, ex- 
pensive mandates? This legislation, for 
instance, mandates that the companies 
comply with State laws that imposed 
inefficient and potentially excessive 
emissions standards instead of the 
more reasonable Federal laws. That 
cries in the face of logic under the cir- 
cumstances. 

Third, this legislation imposes Fed- 
eral Government management on the 
Big Three, the wisdom of Washington. 
It is clear that the management of 
these companies have made mistakes, 
many mistakes, but a solution to that 
to set up a command and control in 
Washington D.C. with a Federal bu- 
reaucrat attempting to run the domes- 
tic automobile industry is exactly the 
wrong solution. 

Mr. Speaker, this is a bad process and 
it is a bad bill and one I fear, as we 
have so often done with these bailouts, 
we will come to regret. I urge a no 
vote. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself 30 seconds to 
note that I am surprised to hear my 
friend argue that the bankruptcy 
courts have more automotive expertise 
and engineering and finance and indus- 
trial policy expertise than is present in 
the whole Bush administration. I think 
he is too pessimistic about that and 
too much supportive of the bankruptcy 
process. 
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Second, I would also just recall the 
very thoughtful remark of our col- 
league from Texas, Ms. JACKSON-LEE, 
who noted that those who thought 
bankruptcy was a disaster for mort- 
gages appear to see it as a panacea for 
automobiles. Many of us fail to see how 
that transformation took place. 

I yield 2 minutes to the gentlewoman 
from Detroit (Ms. KILPATRICK). 

Ms. KILPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I 
first want to thank Chairman BARNEY 
FRANK and his entire Financial Serv- 
ices team and committee for the out- 
standing work they have done with 
this very difficult situation for the last 
month or so. Thank you, BARNEY, and 
for the full committee. The Michigan 
delegation in a bipartisan way worked 
feverishly to make this happen. Thank 
you very much. 

America is at a crossroads, a cross- 
roads on whether America will be a 
first-rate country as we move through 
this century. Seventy years ago, my 
grandfather, as well as hundreds of oth- 
ers, came to this part of the country 
from South Carolina to the midwest, to 
the manufacturing base of America, 
the base that built the middle-class in 
this country. Without the manufac- 
turing, there would be no middle-class 
in America. Do we want to forsake that 
today? I hope not. 

The American automobile industry is 
the military equipment builders of our 
country, from World War II and every 
war thereafter, building the tanks, the 
ammunition, the body armor and the 
like. It will be а mistake for us if we 
don't preserve this industry. 

Three million-plus direct jobs with 
another 10 million from insurance, 
health care, security. You name it, 
those are 13.6 million Americans af- 
fected by this automobile industry. We 
must preserve it. 

The middle class is dwindling as we 
speak. With all the problems America 
has, this is not the time to kill, if you 
will, the only manufacturing base we 
have left in our country. We already 
yielded the electronics industry. We 
yielded the fabric and the garment in- 
dustry. Manufacturing is one of the 
tools that can keep our country alive. 
I hope you will vote today and save 
this most vital industry. 

I mentioned my grandfather. I am 
the next generation after that. Because 
of the manufacturing industry, the 
automobile industry specifically, we 
have been able to send generations of 
young people who are now 40, 50, 60 
years old to college, the manufacturing 
industry. 

Vote for this bill. Don’t do it wrong. 
Let’s do it right. 

Giving thanks to God, who is the power, 
force and director of my life, | thank the 
Democratic Leadership and my colleagues in 
the Michigan delegation for their continued 
hard work, objective analysis and hard ques- 
tions for both automobile manufacturers and 
taxpayers. As an enthusiastic supporter of the 
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automotive industry, |, along with the unani- 
mous agreement of the Michigan delegation, 
seek a balanced, fair solution for American 
taxpayers, manufacturers, dealers, and sup- 
pliers to the automobile industry. A large part 
of that solution is this bill, crafted by Chairman 
FRANK and Members of the House Financial 
Services Committee on which | once served. 
This bill will provide $15 billion in bridge loans 
to help struggling automakers survive while 
they prepare plans to restructure their compa- 
nies to build more competitive, fuel-efficient, 
and technologically-advanced vehicles. This 
assistance will not only help manufacturers, 
but it will help the workers, the dealers, the 
suppliers and the 13 million jobs that are di- 
rectly and indirectly affected by the largest in- 
dustry in our Nation—the automobile industry. 

In addition, this bill, which would amend cur- 
rent law, demands taxpayer protections such 
as limits to executive compensation, including 
a ban on so-called “golden parachute” pay- 
ments, a prohibition on dividend payments 
over the life of the loans, rigorous independent 
oversight, and provisions for the government 
taking warrants and allowing the taxpayer to 
profit in any upside of the restructuring. This is 
a fair balance for both the manufacturers and 
American taxpayers. If the Big Three were to 
collapse, there would be a loss of personal in- 
come of close to $400 billion, with a combined 
loss of tax receipts of $156 billion, over 3 
years, according to the Center for Automotive 
Research. With the interdependence of Mex- 
ico, Canada and the United States because of 
the North American Free Trade Agreement 
(NAFTA), this vastly underestimates the ulti- 
mate impact if the Big Three were to go bank- 
rupt. 

With the recent loss of more than half a mil- 
lion jobs in one month, in our Nation, Federal 
assistance to the automotive industry is need- 
ed immediately for our economic, military, and 
energy security and safety. A government-sup- 
ported restructuring of the auto industry is ur- 
gently needed for our economic, military and 
energy security. General Wesley Clark re- 
cently wrote that “some economists question 
the wisdom of Washington’s intervening to 
help the Big Three, arguing that the auto- 
makers should pay the price for their own mis- 
takes or that the market will correct itself. But 
we must act: aiding the American automobile 
industry is not only an economic imperative, 
but also a national security imperative.” 

This is an opportunity for Congress to do 
four things. One, it is an opportunity to get our 
country to energy security or energy independ- 
ence. Two, it is a chance to ensure that, un- 
like our textile and electronics industry, to pre- 
serve and protect our manufacturing base, the 
last industry in which America still holds a 
slight but precarious lead. Three, it can be a 
way in which we get the manufacturers toward 
building the vehicles that Congress mandated 
that they build. Four, we can preserve the jobs 
and businesses of dealers and suppliers. In all 
of the discussions of saving the manufactur- 
ers, there has been little, if any, discussion to 
save the thousands of automobile dealers and 
suppliers to the automotive industry. 

Congress has been advocating that our 
country become either energy independent or 
have energy security. Indeed, President Rich- 
ard Nixon challenged that our Nation become 
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independent on foreign oil in the early 1970s. 
Although the automotive industry is in a crisis, 
this is truly an opportunity to start a major re- 
organization and reprogramming of the entire 
automotive industry. In less than 2 years, 
General Motors will produce the first practical 
all-electric motor vehicle. This is a welcome 
opportunity, and is a development that all 
Americans should embrace. By being the first 
to produce a battery that can get hundreds of 
miles per charge, the United States can be the 
first in this manufacturing technology. This will 
create thousands of green jobs, clean up the 
air, and make us less dependent on foreign 
sources of fuel. This achievement is right 
around the corner, as GM is set to bring the 
Chevy Volt to market in less than 2 years. In 
less than 10 years, these batteries and fuel 
cells can be, and should be, built in the United 
States. 

Second, we need to preserve the auto- 
motive industry as it is the base of manufac- 
turing in the United States. Second only to the 
strong faith that Americans have in one an- 
other is the strength of our economy. Our 
modern economy was built by companies like 
General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler. These 
are the companies that essentially built this 
country to victory in World War Il and every 
military conflict we have had ever since. 
These companies not only built the tanks, the 
Jeeps, the trucks that support the women and 
men in our military, they often created the 
technologies that allow us to have navigational 
Systems in our cars, brakes that last for thou- 
sands of miles, and protect our bodies in acci- 
dents. We cannot afford to lose this innovative 
intellectual property. 

The auto industry has come to the rescue, 
once again, for our women and men in the 
military. The Humvee, the Stryker, and the 
mine-resistant ambush vehicles, and the like 
are built primarily in Michigan but entirely in 
the United States. As General Wesley Clark 
said, "the lives of hundreds of soldiers and 
marines have been saved, and their tasks 
made more achievable, by the efforts of the 
American automotive industry. And unlike in 
World War ll, America didn't have to divert 
much civilian capacity to meet these military 
needs. Without a vigorous automotive sector, 
those needs could not have been quickly 
met." Our economy and our troops cannot 
survive the loss of the automotive industry. 

Third, the manufacturers know what is at 
stake today. It is not only their individual sur- 
vival, but whether our country suffers a reces- 
sion or a depression. We cannot afford, at this 
perilous time in our economy, the shut down 
of any company. Any form of bankruptcy 
would tear what little confidence consumers 
have in the auto industry to shreds by deci- 
mating consumer demand and forcing thou- 
sands of suppliers who need the cash flow 
from the auto manufacturers into immediate 
default. This legislation would allow time and 
cash for the manufacturers to make the nec- 
essary and needed change in their vehicles, 
again mandated by Congress, for the long- 
term energy self-sufficiency and environmental 
protection we seek. This legislation does just 
that. 

One in every 10 jobs in the United States is 
somehow linked to the automotive industry. 
After the purchase of a home, the purchase of 
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an automobile is the largest purchase for the 
overwhelming majority of America’s con- 
sumers. Michigan, specifically my home city of 
Detroit, has been the home of the automotive 
industry for decades. More than 13 million 
jobs are directly or indirectly rely on the auto- 
motive industry. The losses of the automotive 
industry have been massive. In 2005, General 
Motors, which is headquartered in my Con- 
gressional District, lost more than $5.6 billion 
on its North America operations alone, with 
Ford losing $5.5 billion during the same period 
of time. GM's share of the market, which used 
to be 36 percent in 1990, had shrunk to 26 
percent in 2005. Ford's 1990 share of the 
market, which was 24 percent, was 17 percent 
2 years ago. Production for Ford and GM has 
dropped 26 percent since 1999. 

In the wake of these losses, Michigan and 
our country have lost a significant number of 
jobs. Both GM and Ford announced a series 
of plant closings in North America, with an es- 
timated loss of 60,000 jobs through layoffs 
and early retirement buy-outs. According to 
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, in 2005 the 
automotive industry lost a total of 215,000 
jobs, and stated that "industry employment is 
headed downward and is not likely to recover 
for several years." This situation does not get 
any better for those related industries sup- 
plying automobile parts, providing insurance 
for automobiles, or selling vehicles wholesale 
or retail. 

While domestic manufacturers are not en- 
tirely blameless for these losses, a significant 
factor has been the way in which China has 
done business with the Big Three. One of the 
U.S./China Commission's conclusions, to 
which | testified 2 years ago, was “the many 
subsidies provided by the Chinese govern- 
ment to the auto industry will quickly distort 
the nature of the market. This will be true es- 
pecially in the United States, where markets 
are most open. The Chinese challenge to the 
U.S. auto industry is a significant assault on 
American manufacturing, and that assault is 
increasing in magnitude and in pace." Are we 
willing to concede to other countries, perhaps 
China, our manufacturing base? 

Finally, 1 am worried about the health of 
automobile dealers and suppliers, specifically 
ethnic minority automobile dealers and sup- 
pliers. It is my understanding from experts in 
the field that up to 75 percent of ethnic minor- 
ity new car dealers, if they do not receive fi- 
nancial assistance within 60 days, will fail. In 
a meeting two weeks ago with the Speaker 
and the House Democratic leadership, the 
manufacturers estimated that more than 700 
dealers are expected to close their doors be- 
fore the end of the year. In all of this discus- 
sion about helping the manufacturers, it is only 
fair that some of this help go directly to the 
ethnic minority dealers and suppliers who are 
the backbone of their communities and of the 
automotive industry. Ethnic dealers and sup- 
pliers are first generation dealers and sup- 
pliers and simply do not have the economy of 
scale of their majority counterparts. As we 
move forward with this legislation, it is my 
hope that we provide immediate assistance to 
those who most need it—ethnic minority auto- 
mobile dealers and suppliers. 

We face tough times. The automotive indus- 
try can succeed, with the help of Congress, 
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once again. The automotive industry has 
made mistakes, and all of the manufacturers 
present will tell you that | have worked with 
them to improve their product, outreach, and 
business model. Here, in Washington, DC, it is 
often hard for legislators to truly appreciate 
how difficult life is for the rest of America. In 
Michigan, we face record foreclosures, unem- 
ployment and job loss from manufacturing. We 
must save the automobile industry for the fu- 
ture of not only the industry but for the state 
of Michigan and our country. We must not re- 
peat the mistakes we made in giving away our 
textile and electronics industry to other coun- 
tries. We must do all we can to retain this vital 
segment of America. 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. HENSARLING) control 
my time and that he be able to yield 
time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Alabama? 

There was no objection. 

Mr. BACHUS. At this time I recog- 
nize the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
PAUL) for 2 minutes. 

Mr. PAUL. Mr. Speaker, I rise in op- 
position to this bill. It doesn’t make a 
whole lot of sense. But I am concerned 
that we are narrowed down on a prob- 
lem of the car industry, which is a sig- 
nificant problem, but we are dealing 
with $15 billion here. But if you look at 
the grand problem we have, it is much, 
much bigger, and it seems like we don’t 
pay much attention to it. 

The problems that we are facing 
today and the problems that we have 
been trying to solve in these last 6 
months were predictable. It had been 
building for a good many years. We can 
date it back to 1971. We have had a fi- 
nancial bubble building, so there were 
many who predicted that the climax 
would be exactly as we are witnessing. 

But we don’t seem to want to go back 
and find out how financial bubbles 
form and why they burst. Instead, we 
just carry on doing the same old thing 
and never look back. We spend more 
money, we run up more debt, we print 
more money, and we think that is 
going to solve the problem that was 
created by spending too much money, 
running up debt, printing too much 
money. And here we are today, we are 
talking about tinkering on the edges 
without dealing with the big problem. 

The Federal Reserve has literally 
created over $2 trillion here in the last 
several months, at least in obligations, 
and that is outside the realm of the 
Congress. We don’t even audit the Fed- 
eral Reserve. They create this money, 
and when the Fed Chairman comes be- 
fore our committee and we ask, well, 
where did you dispose of this $2 trillion 
that you have created recently, he says 
well, it is not your business. That is 
not necessary. Under the law, he 
doesn’t even have to tell us. 

So this is how out of control our 
problem is. Sure, there is a lot of debt 
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in the economy, and once a govern- 
ment or a corporation gets an excessive 
amount of debt, it is never paid for. So, 
yes, we can transfer the debt to others. 

We are dealing with only finding vic- 
tims. We cannot get rid of the debt, 
whether it is our national debt or 
whether it is corporate debt, but we 
have to put it on somebody else. We 
need to look at the cause of these bub- 
bles, and it has to do with monetary 
policy and the Federal Reserve system. 

Mr. Speaker, no one can deny that 
Congress bears much culpability for 
the current condition of the United 
States auto industry, and therefore 
Congress should act to help that indus- 
try. We should be repealing costly reg- 
ulations we have imposed on domestic 
auto manufactures. Congress should 
also be considering legislation like 
H.R. 7273 and H.R. 7278, which reduces 
taxes on American consumers to make 
it easier for them to purchase Amer- 
ican automobiles. 

Unfortunately, instead of repealing 
regulations and cutting taxes, Congress 
is nationalizing the automakers by giv- 
ing them access to $14 billion of tax- 
payer funds in return for giving the 
federal government control over the 
management of these firms. Mr. Speak- 
er, the federal government has neither 
the competence nor the constitutional 
authority to tell private companies, 
such as automakers, how to run their 
businesses. Yet, the bailout proposal 
forces automobile manufacturers to 
submit their business plans for the ap- 
proval of a federal “саг czar.” This czar 
will not only have the authority to ap- 
prove the automakers’ restructuring 
plan, but will also monitor implemen- 
tation of the plans. The czar will also 
be able to stop transactions that are 
"inconsistent with the companies’ 
long-term viability." Of course, the 
czar has the sole authority to deter- 
mine what transactions are “1псоп- 
sistent with the companies’ long-term 
viability." 

I would have thought that failed ex- 
periments with central planning and 
government control of business that 
wrought so much harm in the last cen- 
tury would have taught my colleagues 
the folly of making businesses obey 
politicians and bureaucrats instead of 
heeding the wishes of consumers, em- 
ployees, and stockholders. 

The alternative proposal is less cost- 
ly to the taxpayer; therefore I will vote 
for it if offered as а motion to recom- 
mit. However, I am troubled that the 
proposal endorses the notion that the 
federal government should play both а 
financial and managerial role in restor- 
ing the American automobile industry. 
Mr. Speaker, it is a shame that we are 
not given à chance to vote for а true 
free-market approach; instead we are 
asked to choose between two types of 
government interference with the mar- 
ket. 

Providing this $14 billion in loan 
guarantees will contribute to the al- 
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ready fragile economy by increasing 
the federal debt and thus creating ei- 
ther increased inflation or increased 
taxes. Mr. Speaker, I ask my col- 
leagues to consider how many busi- 
nesses will not be started, jobs will not 
be created, and consumer desires will 
remain unfulfilled because the re- 
Sources to start those business and cre- 
ate those jobs were taken from the pri- 
vate sector for the auto bailout. I urge 
my colleagues to reject this unconsti- 
tutional bill that will further the 
growth of government and damage the 
American economy. Instead, Congress 
Should help the American auto indus- 
try, and all American business, by cut- 
ting taxes and regulations. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I now yield 3 minutes to the 
dean of the House and a great expert 
over time on the auto industry, the 
gentleman from Michigan (Mr. DIN- 
GELL). 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, this is a 
bridge loan. Without this bridge, we 
are going to fall into the deepest ca- 
lamity this country has seen since the 
Great Depression. I call on you to note 
that one in seven jobs in this country 
is in the auto industry. Put these com- 
panies into bankruptcy and you will 
bankrupt the entire industry, from the 
dealers to the suppliers to the small 
businessmen who depend upon this. 
That is how bad the situation is. All we 
ask is a chance to save the industry 
and to save the millions of Americans 
who work there and who contribute to 
the growth of this country. 

I saw the Depression. I know what 
happened: people standing on the cor- 
ners without hope, somewhere around 
33 percent of Americans without jobs. 
That is where we are going back to if 
we don’t do something about this, and 
I don’t want to hear any of my col- 
leagues say, DINGELL, we didn’t know 
what was going to happen. All we 
thought was if we put them into bank- 
ruptcy, everything would be fine. 

Well, it won’t. Bankruptcy will sim- 
ply take down every dealer, every sup- 
plier and everybody who is in the auto 
industry, including the three major 
companies, and it will destroy the in- 
dustrial base of the United States, 
what little remains. 

I am here to tell you, this is too big 
a disaster for us to invite. Imagine a 
nation with double digit unemploy- 
ment. That is what we are going to be 
talking about. And I ask you, how can 
you turn over $1.2 billion to the Wall 
Streeters who brought about this ca- 
lamity when you do nothing? 

Invest in America. Support this legis- 
lation, which has been brilliantly han- 
dled by the chairman of committee, to 
whom I express my praise and my grat- 
itude for his leadership, and I thank 
our Speaker for what it is she has done 
in making this possible. 

This bill is salvation. Vote against it 
and look forward to a terrible calam- 
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ity. Vote for it and give hope to mil- 
lions of Americans who desperately 
need it and who are now existing on 
the edge of both terror, want, depriva- 
tion and worry of the most gross sort. 

If you want to see other industries 
collapse, if you want to see what is left 
of the housing industry die, if you want 
to see other industries in this country 
suffer and hurt, vote against this bill. 
That is what has happened. 

I urge my colleagues, vote for this 
bill. It is hope. It is salvation for this 
country. It is the future of this coun- 
try. Yes, it is going to cost more and 
we are going to have to do it. But, 
again, I remind you, invest in America. 
Invest in the future of your people. In- 
vest in the future and the hopes and 
the dreams and the desires of Ameri- 
cans. 

Without that, all I can say to you is 
a terrible disaster looms. Let us at all 
costs prevent that. Let us at all costs 
see to it that we protect the future, the 
hopes, the dreams of millions of hard- 
working Americans, without whom 
there is no hope for this country. 

Mr. Speaker, we are in the midst of the 
worst financial crisis since the Great Depres- 
sion. What is at stake today is nothing less 
than the livelihoods of millions of American 
workers. They are counting on us today to 
pass legislation that will give the domestic 
automakers the loans they need to survive this 
financial crisis. If we fail to act we will plunge 
this nation further into recession, add hun- 
dreds of thousands to the employment rolls in 
a matter of weeks, and deliver a crippling blow 
to the manufacturing sector from which it may 
never recover. As it stated on the cover of a 
special edition of the Detroit Free Press that 
was delivered to every Member's office, now 
is the time for us to "Invest in America." 

The legislation we are voting on has been 
described as offering a "bridge loan" to the 
domestic automakers. It is important to recog- 
nize where this bridge will lead us, and the 
consequences that will befall our nation if we 
fail to act. General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler 
have made significant investments into new 
vehicle technologies, such as plug-in hybrids 
and electric vehicles. If we allow the auto- 
makers to continue to operate, and use the 
oversight authority provided for in this bill to 
guide them quickly towards the production of 
more fuel efficient vehicles, we can create the 
next generation of green manufacturing jobs 
here in this country. If the Big 3 fail we will 
have ceded these jobs to our competitors in 
China, South Korea, and Japan. These loans 
offer not just a bridge to solvency for the Big 
3, but a bridge to a more vibrant and produc- 
tive economy for all of us. 

Protecting the economy was supposed to be 
the reason we acted to rescue Wall Street and 
save failing financial institutions. According to 
statistics released by the Board of Governors 
of the Federal Reserve System, more than 
$650 billion has been lent to financial institu- 
tions since the beginning of this financial cri- 
sis, and an additional $350 billion has been 
used to purchase private assets. This is in ad- 
dition to the more than $200 billion in TARP 
funds that the Treasury Department has used 
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to shore up financial institutions. It is uncon- 
scionable that approximately $1.2 trillion has 
now been sent to Wall Street, but there are 
those who would object to spending $15 billion 
to save 3 million blue collar jobs. 

Before you cast your vote today, | would 
urge all of you to consider what this country 
would look like without a domestic automobile 
industry. Ask yourselves how many auto- 
mobile dealerships or parts suppliers operate 
in your District, and how many of them will be 
forced to follow the Big 3 into bankruptcy. 
Imagine what a nation with double digit em- 
ployment rates will look like, and what burden 
that will place on the states and on Federal 
Government. Ask yourselves why every other 
industrialized country is taking steps to provide 
support for their own automakers, and why 
they seem to place a higher value on good 
paying middle class jobs than we do. | urge 
my colleagues to consider these questions, 
and to support the legislation before us today. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield 2 minutes to a dear friend, a great 
protector of our Constitution, one of 
the great champions of the taxpayer, 
the gentleman from Florida, (Mr. 
FEENEY). 

Mr. FEENEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my dear friend from Texas for yielding. 
It is an enormous challenge to follow а 
distinguished gentleman, the dean of 
the House from Michigan, who comes 
and asks us to invest in America. In- 
deed, all of us feel passionately about 
the investors and, more importantly, 
the workers, not just in Michigan, but 
around the country, that are currently 
dependent on the automobile industry 
in America. 

But, as the gentleman from Michigan 
pleaded we ought to invest in America, 
the truth of the matter is the reason 
we are here tonight is that nobody in 
their right mind is willing to invest 
their own money in a failed and anti- 
quated model. So they are asking Con- 
gress to confiscate money from tax- 
payers to make an investment. 

That is what this is about. It is a 
short-term bailout so we can get until 
March so that much, much more 
money will be spent bailing out these 
failed and antiquated industries. 

There are people in Florida hurting, 
not just in the automobile industry. 
We have got automobile dealers and 
salespeople and parts manufacturers. 
Our real estate industry is devastated, 
our time share industry, our theme 
park industry, our hotels and motels 
and restaurants. 

But the truth of the matter is, micro- 
managing a business from Washington 
is the supreme act of hubris. It will 
never work. No matter how much the 
administration, no matter how much 
the Congress wants to do the right 
thing, they will hurt us. 

110 years ago, the United States Con- 
gress probably felt bad for people that 
manufactured buggy whips and horse 
carriages. We could have bailed them 
out. We could have created a buggy 
whip and horse carriage czar. It would 
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not have helped America move towards 
prosperity and freedom. And, unfortu- 
nately, this is a terrible idea that will 
punish taxpayers and just prolong the 
agony. I ask us to vote for freedom and 
free markets and reject this bailout. 
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I think we’ve gotten an im- 
balance of time here, so if it is all right 
with the gentleman from Texas, I 
would reserve and defer to him for an- 
other speaker or two to even out the 
time. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time I would yield 1 minute to the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. MIL- 
LER.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, you know, after Hurricane 
Katrina devastated the Gulf Coast, this 
Congress passed well over $133 billion 
of assistance to that region, and we did 
so because Americans were hurting and 
they needed assistance. And we also did 
it because that region was vital to our 
energy industry that plays such a crit- 
ical role in our national economy. 

And I will also note that Americans, 
those taxpayers from my home State of 
Michigan and across this great Nation, 
contributed to that effort. 

Now our industrial economy has been 
hit by a Category 5 economic hurricane 
brought on by the meltdown in the fi- 
nancial industry. And this has been a 
disaster which has hit my State hard, 
and people are hurting all across Amer- 
ica. Credit is simply not available to 
enough consumers to keep the cash 
flow our automakers need and, because 
of this, millions of jobs across this Na- 
tion are at risk. And I cannot believe 
that this Congress will allow the back- 
bone of our manufacturing and indus- 
trial sector to be swept away, because 
I believe that most Members will agree 
that America cannot be a great Nation 
without a strong industrial base. 

Think about the millions of Ameri- 
cans who are asking us to do the right 
thing, and support this vital legisla- 
tion. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I 
would continue to reserve. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time I would like to yield 2 min- 
utes to the gentleman from Georgia, 
the incoming chairman of the Repub- 
lican Study Committee, Dr. PRICE. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
this is certainly a very serious time 
and a remarkably challenging issue. 
The good news is that there are posi- 
tive solutions that are available. 

We've been told that the bill before 
us tonight is a limited bill. I would ask 
my colleagues, compared to what? 

There are many reasons that one 
might oppose this bill and support 
some positive, tried-and-true solutions, 
but I would suggest that the most im- 
portant issue upon which to oppose 
this bill is on Page 15, under the au- 
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thority of the car czar, which says that 
the President's designee, or the car 
czar, may prohibit the eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer which received 
the loan, from consummating any such 
proposed sale, investment, contract, 
commitment or other transaction. 
That means, Mr. Speaker, that one in- 
dividual will have complete authority 
and power over three private American 
automobile manufacturers. That’s a 
level of power in one individual, one 
bureaucrat, that is inconsistent, I 
would suggest, Mr. Speaker, with both 
American values and with American 
solutions. 

Now, what's the solution? Well, it's a 
tried-and-true process that thousands 
of companies, large and small, are able 
to go through, a legal, a court-ordered, 
a court-approved reorganization and 
restructuring. It allows all stake- 
holders to come to the table and make 
concessions. It requires all stake- 
holders to come to the table and make 
concessions, and that's what's going to 
be necessary to allow our automobile 
manufacturers to get through this and 
come out on the other end vibrant and 
vital entities in the American market- 
place. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
oppose this and to support a positive, 
tried-and-true solution. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself 30 seconds to 
say that my friend from Georgia appar- 
ently doesn't trust the auto companies 
to know what's in their own interest. 
He says that the provision in our bill 
that gives the administrator the abil- 
ity to cancel a decision, which we have 
in there as protection against money 
being sent overseas, is way too inter- 
ventionist, and instead, they'd be bet- 
ter off with bankruptcy. Thats а 
choice they will be free to make under 
this bill. 

This bill doesn't force anybody to 
apply for the money. Any company 
that thinks the provisions of this bill 
are too burdensome and too interven- 
tionist retains the full authority to run 
to bankruptcy. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I will 
Say this. I yield myself 15 seconds. 
They think bankruptcy is a lot less at- 
tractive than the gentleman from 
Georgia. But understand, he says, pro- 
tect the companies from this interven- 
tion which keeps money from being 
sent overseas. Let them go bankrupt. 

None of them want to make that 
choice, but if they do, this bill leaves 
them free to do it. It doesn't force 
them to take the money. They still 
have the joys of bankruptcy which the 
gentleman from Georgia explained to 
them. 

I yield 2 minutes to the gentleman 
from Ohio (Mr. KUCINICH). 

Mr. KUCINICH. I would like to enter 
into the RECORD an article from the 
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Economic Policy Institute which says 

that the shutdown of one or more U.S. 

automakers could eliminate up to 3.3 

million U.S. jobs. 

[From the Economic Policy Institute, Dec. 3, 

2008] 

WHEN GIANTS FALL: SHUTDOWN OF ONE OR 
MORE U.S. AUTOMAKERS COULD ELIMINATE UP 
TO 3.3 MILLION U.S. JOBS 

(By Robert E. Scott) 

The U.S. motor vehicle industry is one of 
the largest, most complex and highly inte- 
grated sectors of the U.S. economy. The 
bankruptcy of one or more of the U.S. auto- 
makers and a collapse of the domestic auto 
assembly industry could eliminate up to 3.3 
million U.S. jobs within the next year. The 
collapse of just one company, General Mo- 
tors (GM), would lead to an estimated reduc- 
tion of 900,000 jobs. Using the range of job- 
loss estimates, unemployment would rise by 
3.0 to 8.9 percentage points in the nine hard- 
est hit states in the United States. Jobs 
losses would be widespread throughout the 
U.S. economy. After the U.S. auto market 
recovers from the current historic recession 
the U.S. trade deficit could rise by at least 
$110 billion per year as imported vehicles dis- 
place domestic brands, increasing the deficit 
by 16% and putting additional downward 
pressure on the U.S. dollar and living stand- 
ards. 

In addition to its finding that a bank- 
ruptcy-related shutdown of the U.S. motor 
vehicle industry could cost up to 3.3 million 
U.S. jobs, this study finds: 

The 900,000 to 3.3 million jobs lost nation- 
wide would be distributed among all 50 states 
and the District of Columbia, with the big- 
gest losers, in numeric terms: Michigan 
(112,500 to 407,300 jobs lost), California (84,500 
to 305,900 jobs), Ohio (60,500 to 219,100 jobs), 
Texas (55,200 to 200,000), Illinois (42,800 to 
154,900), Indiana (40,700 to 147,300), and New 
York (39,900 to 144,600) (Table 2a). 

The hardest-hit states, as a share of total 
state employment, are: Michigan (up to 
407,300 jobs, 8.9% of state employment), Indi- 
ana (up to 147,300 jobs, 5.0% of employment), 
Kentucky (up to 75,000 jobs, 4.2% of employ- 
ment), Alabama (up to 76,100 jobs, 4.0% of 
employment), Tennessee (up to 106,400, 4.0% 
of employment), and Ohio (up to 219,100 jobs, 
4.0% of employment) (Table 2b). 

Between 113,900 and 412,600 jobs would be 
lost in the motor vehicle and parts indus- 
tries alone. Other hard hit manufacturing 
sectors include fabricated metal products (up 
to 60,500 jobs lost), primary metals (up to 
33,700 jobs lost), plastic and rubber products 
(up to 23,600 jobs lost), non-electrical ma- 
chinery (up to 19,800 jobs lost) and computer 
and electronic parts (up to 16,800 jobs lost) 
(Table 4). 

Service industries would also experience 
massive job losses including wholesale trade 
(up to 96,400 jobs lost), retail trade (up to 
86,600 jobs lost), transportation (up to 69,6500 
jobs lost), finance and insurance (up to 30,300 
jobs lost), professional, scientific, and tech- 
nical services (up to 76,300 jobs lost), and ad- 
ministrative support and temp help services 
(up to 55,300 jobs lost) (Table 4). 

Jobs in the auto industry are some of the 
best paid in the economy, and when workers 
spend those wages they generate (on aver- 
age) about 1.7 additional jobs for each job 
supported in the auto and related sectors. 
Thus, an auto industry shutdown would 
eliminate between 576,700 and 2.1 million ‘‘re- 
Spending" jobs in the domestic economy 
(Table 4). These would constitute the bulk of 
the jobs displaced by an auto industry bank- 
ruptcy. 
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If the Big Three auto firms shut down, the 
U.S. trade deficit would rise by $109.3 billion, 
a significant (15.6%) increase in the U.S. 
goods and services trade deficit relative to 
2007 levels. This increase would substantially 
exceed the combined U.S. goods trade deficit 
with Japan and South Korea in 2007 ($95.7 bil- 
lion), which was second only to the U.S. def- 
icit with China. Overall U.S. motor vehicle 
exports would fall by 61%, total imports 
would rise by 21%, and the U.S. auto trade 
deficit would rise from $123.5 billion to $232.8 
billion (88%). 

CONCLUSION 

The bankruptcy of one or more U.S.-based 
automakers would lead to the shutdown of 
significant portions of the U.S. motor vehi- 
cle industry. This would, in turn, cause a 
wave of plant closures and bankruptcies 
throughout the manufacturing and services 
sectors of our economy. Under this scenario, 
as many as an estimated 3.3 million U.S. jobs 
would be eliminated, with thousands of jobs 
lost in every state. Massive increases in un- 
employment would result. But this would 
just be the first wave of consequences of an 
auto industry bankruptcy. Massive job loss 
and community disruption would result. In- 
creased government payments and tax losses 
alone would exceed $150 billion in the first 
three years following bankruptcy of all three 
domestic auto companies, according to Code 
et al. (2008). 

An airline-style (Chapter 11) bankruptcy 
re-organization is not an option for U.S.- 
based automakers. They have already exten- 
sively restructured product lines and labor 
contracts. Academic experts (Helper and 
MacDuffie 2008) and the industry itself have 
put forth restructuring plans that include 
independent oversight committees and reg- 
ular performance benchmarking tied to fu- 
ture funding. These plans provide the foun- 
dation for a rebuilt, restructured domestic 
auto industry that is ready to compete and 
deliver good, sustainable U.S. jobs for the fu- 
ture. The alternative is simply too destruc- 
tive to contemplate. 

We have to understand that the im- 
plications of the failure of this legisla- 
tion means that there are many indus- 
tries across America that are going to 
be adversely affected, including tens of 
thousands of jobs in plastics, in rubber 
products, in primary metal, in fab- 
ricated metal products, in machinery, 
in computer and electronic products, in 
semiconductors, in wholesale trade and 
retail trade, in transportation, in fi- 
nance and insurance, in professional, 
scientific and technical services, in 
companies and enterprises, in adminis- 
trative and support and waste manage- 
ment and remediation services. 

We’re not just talking about some 
small boutique industry here. We’re 
talking about something that is vitally 
connected to the entire American econ- 
omy. 

Now, we may have agreement about 
the management of the automotive in- 
dustry, but there shouldn’t be any dis- 
agreement that the American workers 
make a good product when they are 
able to make their product. 

We have to have confidence in our 
Nation. We have to have confidence in 
our ability to make things. We, as a 
Congress, should take a proprietary in- 
terest in the fact that America can 
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make cars and that we can make steel 
and planes and that we can build ships. 
This is what made our country great. 
We cannot maintain any credibility in 
the world community if we see our 
automotive industry collapse. And 
steel will not be far behind. 

Sixty-seven years ago, when this Na- 
tion was attacked, the ability to re- 
spond and defend America depended on 
the very industry which is facing this 
Congress today begging for help. But 
they’re not begging for help for them- 
selves. Think of millions of Americans 
who are watching our deliberations 
asking, do we have any sense about 
what the impact of the failure of this 
legislation would mean? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I yield 
the gentleman 30 seconds. 

Mr. KUCINICH. We are expected to be 
able to see into the future. People elect 
us to be able to hold in our hands their 
lives, their jobs, their economic free- 
dom. We cannot fail them in this mo- 
ment. We cannot let this industry go 
bankrupt. We cannot let America de- 
scend to a second-rate power. We must 
be strong. 

I will be introducing in the next Con- 
gress the National Industrial Manufac- 
turing Act, which is going to say that 
steel, automotive, aerospace and ship- 
ping are deemed to be vital to our na- 
tional defense. And we need a whole 
new direction. Let’s start today by 
showing we can move towards eco- 
nomic recovery by saving our auto- 
motive industry. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time I am pleased to yield 2 min- 
utes to the gentleman from Illinois 
(Mr. ROSKAM). 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
applaud the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. 
KUCINICH) with his passion and his clar- 
ity really, but really want to urge a lit- 
tle bit of caution. And I think the rea- 
Son for caution was on display today in 
the House Financial Services Com- 
mittee on a different issue. We had 
some hearings on some oversight as it 
relates to the $700 billion bailout. And 
it was really, in my hearing, and dur- 
ing the time that I was there and 
watching on television also, it was 
really overwhelming to watch Members 
of Congress talking to members of the 
administration and almost talking past 
one another, you know, interpreting 
things differently, and I don't think 
that's what the legislation meant and 
So forth and so on. And so here we are 
$700 billion later, and administration 
and Capitol Hill talking past one an- 
other. And I think we're on the verge 
of doing that same thing here if we're 
not careful, because I represent a dis- 
trict, the western suburbs of Chicago, 
with а lot of auto supply manufactur- 
ers. But there's no guarantee that that 
money that we're contemplating to- 
night is going to get to the folks in my 
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district. There's no guarantee that the 
type of pressure that has been put on 
the auto manufacturers is going to 
come to fruition and actually come up 
with something good. 

What happened to the December 2 
deadline? What happened to the De- 
cember 2 moratorium by which there 
was going to be à new declaration and 
a new plan? And it has now been post- 
poned now to the end of the first quar- 
ter. 

So clearly, there is an urgency here 
to work. Clearly, there is an urgency to 
get something done. But heaven help 
us if we pass the same type of statute 
that was enacted with such urgency 
only 2 months ago. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I 
would reserve again. We have got an 
imbalance that we created. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, 
may I inquire how much time remains 
on both sides? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman from Texas has 17 minutes re- 
maining. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has 11% minutes remaining. 

Mr. HENSARLING. In that case, Mr. 
Speaker, I am happy to yield 2 minutes 
to the distinguished ranking member 
of the Energy and Commerce Com- 
mittee, the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
BARTON). 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 
Irise in support of this legislation this 
evening. I think it’s important that 
members of the Republican Party in 
the House be for Main Street and the 
workers of America as much as some- 
times we are for Wall Street and the 
financiers of America. 

I have the privilege to represent over 
2,500 GM assembly workers and man- 
agers at the GM assembly plant in Ar- 
lington, Texas. They produce the high- 
est quality products, SUV, hybrids, 
pickups in the world. They export а 
fair number of the products that they 
manufacture, and they manufacture 
over 200,000 vehicles on an annual basis 
every year. 

It would be an absolute shame if we 
either force these companies into 
bankruptcy or watch them totally go 
out of business because they had the 
misfortune to be in a business cycle 
where gasoline was $4 а gallon and 
their product sale fell 40 percent on av- 
erage in 1 year. 

If I lost 40 percent of my votes in this 
last election in 2008, I would not be 
coming back as a Member-elect of the 
next Congress. 

If we can give the AIGs and the Wells 
Fargos and the J.P. Morgans of the 
world, each of those individual compa- 
nies, between 40 and $25 billion, in what 
amounts to some sort of à very unse- 
cured loan, to be generous about it, 
certainly we can give the American 
nameplate automotive industry a $15 
billion bridge loan that has à 5 percent 
interest rate for, I believe, the first 5 
years and then а 9 percent interest rate 
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after that; that has an automobile czar 
appointed by President Bush to oversee 
the industry, and force them to be ac- 
countable on any expenditure over $14 
million. 

I would ask for a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the 
bill. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I yield 
1 minute to another long-time distin- 
guished expert in the field, the gen- 
tleman from Michigan (Mr. KILDEE). 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, not many 
people were here back in 1979 when this 
House and the Congress passed the loan 
guarantee for Chrysler. I was a cospon- 
sor of that bill, and we made over $300 
million on that loan. Before that vote, 
I was responsible for finding out how 
many congressional districts were af- 
fected by Chrysler. I spent hours on the 
phone looking at congressional district 
after congressional district. My re- 
search didn't yield many, if any, con- 
gressional districts that were not af- 
fected by the viability of Chrysler Cor- 
poration. Steel, aluminum, glass, plas- 
tic and computer chips are obvious 
components in today's cars. 
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But it goes beyond that, Mr. Speaker. 
My Republican colleague at the time, 
Congressman Jim Broyhill of North 
Carolina, asked me one day, ‘‘Kildee, 
when are you people of Michigan get- 
ting back to work?" 

I said, “Jim, why do you ask?" 

He said, Because my constituents in 
the carpet fiber manufacturing indus- 
try are suffering." 

This goes beyond the automobile in- 
dustry. It touches all of America. What 
America drives drives America. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time, I’m happy to yield 1 minute 
to the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
FLAKE). 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, nobody 
here in this institution wants to see 
the auto industry go belly up. Some of 
us simply believe that the best way to 
ensure the long-term viability of the 
auto industry is to allow them to go 
into bankruptcy where they can reor- 
ganize in a way that will make them 
viable in the long term. 

This legislation simply represents 
the fatal conceit, the notion that we in 
this institution can outguess the mil- 
lions of decisions by independent ac- 
tors in the marketplace. We simply 
can’t. We know that. Yet think about 
it. This legislation appoints a car czar. 
That sounds like the guy in East Ger- 
many in the 1970s who came up with 
the infamous Trabant, or Trabbie, 
which is the European version of the 
Edsel. How in the world can anybody in 
this institution or elsewhere in govern- 
ment outguess the marketplace? We 
simply can’t. 

Mr. Speaker, let’s allow this industry 
to go into bankruptcy and to reorga- 
nize in a way that they will be viable 
in the long term. 
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Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, 
may I inquire how much time remains 
on both sides. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman from Texas has 14 minutes re- 
maining. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has 10% minutes remaining. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time, I am happy to yield 175 min- 
utes to the distinguished ranking mem- 
ber of the Armed Services Committee, 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
HUNTER). 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I am re- 
minded that in World War II and at 
Willow Run, Michigan, I believe, Ford 
Motor Company made a bomber every 
60 minutes for this country. Chrysler 
made tens of thousands of tanks. Gen- 
eral Motors developed engines for prac- 
tically every type of war machine that 
we utilized. 

I would ask my colleagues to look at 
the need for this vote, after we have 
the vote and in the ensuing months, to 
move into the real requirement that is 
before the American people, and that is 
this: Right now, we have a non-level 
playing field around the world. We 
agreed to a GAT agreement many 
years ago after World War II in which 
we agreed to allow other nations to 
subsidize their auto industries by re- 
bating their taxes, their VAT taxes, 
and by charging that same tax to 
American cars coming into their coun- 
tries. 

That means that a $10,000 car coming 
out of Japan receives a rebate from the 
Government of Japan to that car com- 
pany for $1,500 if they'll do one thing— 
sell the car in America. When the 
American car comes to Japan, it re- 
ceives a tax of $1,500 at the border for 
the American car to be sold. That’s 
why, of the 132 trading nations moving 
beyond the auto industry, the United 
States has a deficit, a trade deficit, 
with practically every country in the 
world, including those with higher 
labor rates than the United States. So, 
as we apportion these jobs—this bur- 
den—for industry and for labor, there 
is also a job for government. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I yield 
the gentleman an additional 30 sec- 
onds. 

Mr. HUNTER. That job for us is a job 
of leveling the playing field and of re- 
forming our trade policies so that free 
trade moves in both directions. Right 
now, we have trade that is free in only 
one direction, and that is for products 
coming into the United States. 

I thank my colleagues, and I thank 
the gentleman. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I will take 30 seconds to say 
that my friend from Arizona says how 
can we assume that one bureaucrat 
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would know more than the market- 
place. Well, it's not harder to do that 
than to assume that one bankruptcy 
trustee would know more than the 
marketplace. Bankruptcy is a suspen- 
sion of the marketplace. I am puzzled 
by this double standard here. Let’s 
leave it to the market by appointing a 
bankruptcy trustee—a total abnega- 
tion of the concept of the market—and 
the appointment of a lawyer who is less 
likely, it seems to me, to have the ex- 
pertise than the whole Bush adminis- 
tration might be able to find in indus- 
trial matters. 

I yield 1 minute to the long-suffering 
and extremely patient gentleman from 
Missouri (Mr. CLAY). 

Mr. CLAY. Let me say that I stand in 
support of the bridge loans to the auto- 
mobile companies. I speak today for 
workers. An overwhelming majority of 
my constituents in the First District 
support the bridge loans also. They, 
like me, do not want to see the Big 3 go 
bankrupt. This would not be good for 
our economy at this time in our his- 
tory. 

If these companies are to go into 
bankruptcy, it would mean that hun- 
dreds of smaller companies and sup- 
pliers would go into bankruptcy or 
would be economically crippled. Mil- 
lions of Americans have stock in these 
auto companies, and I need not lecture 
on the further risk to their invest- 
ments that this would cause. The state 
of the economy has already done 
enough damage to their investments, 
to pension fund investments and to the 
investments of business and of organi- 
zations of all kinds. The auto compa- 
nies and the unions have agreements 
that will bring them in line with Toy- 
ota’s by 2012. Cut labor costs and indus- 
try costs. 

I urge the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, | stand today in support of the 
bridge loans to the automobile companies. | 
speak today for workers. An overwhelming 
majority of my constitutents in the 1st Con- 
gressional District of the State of Missouri, 
support the bridge loans also. They, like me, 
do not see bankruptcy of the "Big 3" as a 
positive for workers or the economy at this 
time in history. 

Mr. Speaker, if these companies are to go 
into bankruptcy, it would mean that hundreds 
of smaller companies, the suppliers, would go 
into bankruptcy or be economically crippled. 

Small businesses employ more workers in 
the United States than all other employers 
combined. The failing of the big three auto 
makers would put approximately 300,000 jobs 
at risk in the auto industry. The associated in- 
dustries, that supply and contract with the auto 
makers, would then have in excess of 3 mil- 
lion workers at risk. 

If the auto makers are to go into bankruptcy, 
the warranties on your cars are at risk. This 
could result in families, already cash strapped, 
having to pay repairs out of pocket expenses 
that were not a part of their budgets and per- 
haps that requires shifting money from another 
necessity to pay for the repairs. 
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Millions of Americans have stock in these 
auto companies. | need not lecture on the fur- 
ther risks to their investments this would 
cause. The state of the economy has already 
done enough damage to their investments, 
pension fund investments, and the invest- 
ments of businesses and organizations of all 
kinds. 

The auto companies and the unions have 
agreements that will bring them in line with 
Toyotas’ by 2012. They continue to work to- 
gether to cut labor costs and industry costs to 
insure the economic stability of the auto indus- 
try. 

У also understand that there are other cred- 
ible arguments to the contrary, but | can't 
agree that this is the time to consider them. 
Our economy is too fragile to risk this kind of 
hit at this time in the country's economic his- 
tory. 

We have used the tarp money to bail out 
banks and investment houses and to insure 
that select securities are properly backed. | 
voted against this approach in previous votes. 
| believe that we need to concentrate more on 
putting money in the hands of consumers 
through the creation of jobs and the maintain- 
ing of jobs that do exist. This legislation di- 
rectly targets the workers. We do not need to 
have an economy with healthy institutions and 
Securities and consumers with no money to 
purchase goods or invest. 

| am speaking to both parties on the floor. 
We won't solve these economic problems con- 
fronting us working for separate results. And 1 
do know that no Member of this floor wants to 
See this economy crash. | do understand that 
we have some differences of opinion in the 
methods that Government has to employ to in- 
ject life into the economy. We can work on 
them after the first of the year. Roll up your 
sleeves and come back in January ready to 
find the best solutions. 

Join me in supporting this package today. 
This is only a stopgap measure, but a nec- 
essary one. We cannot afford the risk of the 
alternatives. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time, I yield myself 3 minutes. 

No one in this Chamber wants to see 
the Big 3 automakers fail. No one. The 
loss of these automakers would be a 
tragic circumstance for our economy. 
There is no doubt. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
the question that I asked of the chair- 
man of the Big 3 automakers, and that 
is: 

Name me three industries that are 
not hurting in this economy that could 
not be helped, sustained and made 
more profitable by the infusion of $15 
billion? 

Stone cold silence at the witness 
table. 

Mr. Speaker, everyone in every in- 
dustry is hurting in this economy. Why 
the automakers? Why not the airlines? 
Why not the home builders? Why not 
the restaurants and the hotels? They 
do not have à monopoly on economic 
misery. If our purpose here today is to 
preserve jobs, Im wondering why the 
money is not destined for the small 
businesses of America. 

This year, a half a million small busi- 
nesses that are employing an average 
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of 10 workers will fail. Small business 
is the job engine of America, not just 
the small businesses that may be at- 
tached to the automakers in the indus- 
try but all small businesses. 

Jacksonville Industries in my dis- 
trict in Jacksonville, Texas. Kenneth 
Framing in Athens, Texas. Now, I sus- 
pect nobody in this Chamber has heard 
the names of those businesses, but 
we've all heard the names of the Big 3 
automakers, and we know that they've 
had the ability to spend $50 million to 
lobby this Congress this year. I don't 
deny them their first amendment op- 
portunities to petition the Congress for 
the redress of their grievances. 

But, Mr. Speaker, are they getting 
the money and small business isn't get- 
ting the money merely because we 
have not heard the names of the small 
businesses and because they're working 
hard to put food on their tables to sus- 
tain their families and because they 
don't have $50 million to spend on lob- 
bying expenses? 

I think there must be a better way. 
Indeed, it would be one thing if we 
knew for a fact that this money some- 
how would solve the problem, but we 
don't. Independent analysts in the auto 
industry tell us, if demand does not 
pick up for the domestic auto industry, 
$15 billion, $35 billion, $75 billion, and 
$105 billion will not solve the problem. 
It will not solve the problem. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself an additional minute. 

Everybody agrees that the auto in- 
dustry needs to reorganize, but the 
question that is before this body is: Is 
it going to reorganize at the risk of in- 
vestors or is it going to reorganize at 
the risk of the poor, beleaguered tax- 
payer? Is it going to take voluntary 
capital from investors at risk or invol- 
untary capital from taxpayers that is 
placed at risk? 

The taxpayer can take no more. We 
are seeing the largest nominal deficit 
in the history of our Nation. The un- 
funded obligations of the average 
American family are over $400,000. Bail- 
out mania has had thousands of dollars 
of obligations to them. We want the 
Big 3 to survive, but they've got to get 
down their labor costs. They've got to 
convince the American consumer that 
their products are worthy of their in- 
vestment. They must reorganize, but 
another bailout at the taxpayer ex- 
pense is not the answer, particularly 
when small business does not enjoy the 
same benefit. 

This bill should be voted down. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I yield 
1 minute to а member of the com- 
mittee, to the Chair of the Sub- 
committee on Financial Institutions 
and Consumer Credit, the gentlewoman 
from New York (Mrs. MALONEY). 

Mrs. MALONEY of New York. I 
thank the gentleman for yielding and 
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for his leadership in bringing this im- 
portant legislation to the body tonight. 

I rise in strong support of the bridge 
loan of $15 billion to three of the larg- 
est manufacturers in America. 

In response to my good friend on the 
other side of the aisle, if you're con- 
cerned about saving small businesses, 
there are literally thousands of small 
businesses that are associated with the 
auto industry in our country. 

I would like to put in the RECORD à 
report that my office and I worked on 
that shows the ripple effect of the loss 
of these jobs in America. Over 3 million 
jobs are either directly or indirectly 
associated with the auto industry—one 
in seven manufacturing jobs, many 
small businesses, the auto dealers, the 
suppliers. This is а major employer in 
America. 

Last month, we lost over 533,000 jobs. 
Unemployment is at 6.7 percent. If this 
industry fails, the unemployment rate 
will jump to, roughly, 8.3 percent. Our 
fragile economy is in a crisis. We can 
not afford to lose these jobs. Other 
countries support their auto industries. 
We should, too. 

THE RIPPLE EFFECT: WHY FAILURE OF THE BIG 
3 Is NOT AN OPTION 
THE AUTO INDUSTRY EMPLOYS ONE IN TEN 
MANUFACTURING JOBS 

The domestic vehicle manufacturing indus- 
try, including the numerous companies that 
manufacture parts and technologies to sup- 
ply American automakers, represents over 10 
percent of the nation’s manufacturing em- 
ployment. A major contraction or collapse of 
the domestic auto industry could have mul- 
tiple adverse affects on the economy, espe- 
cially by driving up unemployment. Serious 
jobs losses in the industry would also have 
negative spillover effects for the manufac- 
turers that supply everything from tires to 
cutting edge advanced technology such as 
advanced batteries for hybrid vehicles. These 
spillover effects would harm future innova- 
tion in the United States broadly, not just in 
the auto sector. Finally, over 10 percent of 
U.S. exports are motor vehicles or parts, and 
an additional 39 percent of exports are from 
capital goods sectors such as industrial ma- 
chinery that depend in part on supplying do- 
mestic automakers. For this reason, a major 
failure of U.S. automakers will have an im- 
mediate and severe negative effect on our 
trade deficit, and will make any future 
progress on improving our trade balance far 
more difficult. 

APPROXIMATELY 2 MILLION WORKERS BUILD OR 
SELL VEHICLES MADE BY THE DETROIT THREE 
Chart I shows a breakdown of the esti- 

mated employment that depends directly on 
the Detroit Three, based on data from the 
Department of Commerce. The production 
supply chain alone relies on almost 1.5 mil- 
lion workers, far more than the quarter mil- 
lion workers who are directly employed by 
the automakers. This is because most of the 
workers who produce a car work for outside 
suppliers who manufacture vehicle parts and 
components. In addition, vehicle parts sup- 
pliers must themselves draw on producers of 
other supplies and services, ranging from 
steel to machine tools. The Commerce De- 
partment’s Bureau of Economic Analysis es- 
timates that each job in auto assembly and 
parts production directly supports 2.4 addi- 
tional jobs in the economy through its sup- 
ply chain purchases. 
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Once the car is produced, it is sold and 
serviced through auto dealerships that em- 
ploy over a million workers, approximately 
half of which sell Detroit Three cars. In 
total, almost two million workers are di- 
rectly employed in the production and sale 
of Detroit vehicles. Only 12 percent of these 
jobs are in the Detroit automakers them- 
selves, but all of them could potentially be 
threatened by an automaker shutdown. 
MULTIPLE STUDIES ESTIMATE JOB LOSSES OF 2.5 

MILLION OR MORE FROM A MAJOR AUTOMAKER 

CONTRACTION 

The two million workers connected to the 
Detroit Three indirectly support many other 
jobs. Job loss among auto workers would re- 
duce spending in their communities, leading 
to further job losses in retail and other sec- 
tors. At a time of general recession, the job 
and consumer expenditure losses created by 
а major auto industry contraction will not 
be made up from other sources. 

The exact number of jobs supported by this 
Spending is difficult to estimate. However, it 
is clear that numerous additional jobs would 
be at risk. Three separate studies—from 
Mark Zandi of the economic analysis firm 
Moody's Economy.com, the Center for Auto- 
motive Research, and the Economic Policy 
Institute—have estimated that a major dis- 
ruption to the auto industry would lead to 
job losses of at least 2.5 million and possibly 
as much as 3 million jobs. This implies that 
a major contraction or collapse of the do- 
mestic auto industry could singlehandedly 
drive the unemployment rate from its cur- 
rent level of 6.7 percent to 8.3 percent, even 
as job losses in other sectors continue. 

THE CURRENT FINANCIAL AUTOMAKER CRISIS IS 
EXACERBATED BY THE CREDIT CRISIS 


The magnitude of these losses were driven 
by the combination of à massive spike in 
crude oil and gasoline prices during 2006-07, 
followed by the credit crisis and recession 
that has begun over the past year. The credit 
crisis has led to a sharp cutoff in financing 
for auto loans, and the general impact of the 
recession has led to record drops in consumer 
spending. Chart 2 shows the combination of 
these two factors has devastated North 
American vehicle sales for all manufactur- 
ers. Total vehicle sales in November 2008 
were down 37 percent from one year ago. 
Once recovery has begun from the credit cri- 
sis and the recession, it is likely that auto- 
maker earnings and sales will begin to show 
а, recovery as well. 

AMERICAN AUTOMAKERS HAVE ALREADY MADE 
MAJOR PROGRESS ON NEEDED RESTRUCTURING 


In 1990, MIT researchers estimated that 
Toyota and other Japanese ‘‘lean manufac- 
turers" were twice as efficient as the U.S. 
“Big Three’’, and could manufacture a car in 
one-half the time required by American 
firms. Today, the most recent data finds that 
U.S. manufacturers have ‘‘nearly erased the 
productivity deficit against their Japanese- 
based competitors." General Motors has in- 
creased its productivity 15 consecutive years, 
and now requires 32.3 hours to manufacture a 
car, as opposed to 30.7 hours for industry 
leader Toyota—a productivity gap of only 
about 5 percent. Chrysler has now tied Toy- 
ota in productivity. 

GM and other Detroit manufacturers have 
also made major recent investments in im- 
proving fuel efficiency, to avoid a repeat of 
sales declines associated with rising gas 
prices. General Motor’s 2008 model line has 
more vehicles with 30 or more miles per gal- 
lon than any other manufacturer, and the 
company plans the introduction of 16 new 
hybrid vehicles by 2010. 
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AUTO WORKER PAY AND BENEFITS HAVE AL- 
READY BEEN SLASHED TO COMPETITIVE LEV- 
ELS 
A major reason for cost difference between 

Detroit and Japanese automakers is that 

U.S. firms must assume additional pension 

and retiree health costs not faced by foreign 

manufacturers. However, in 2005 and 2007 the 

United Auto Workers (UAW) made major 

concessions in pay and benefits. The new 

contract slashed starting salaries at auto 
plants by 50 percent, to about $14 per hour. 

Current UAW workers also sacrificed all 

wage increases from 2006 through the end of 

the contract in 2011. Most important of all, 
the new contract established a health care 
trust fund that cut retiree pension and 
health benefits significantly. For example, 
the new contract will cut GM’s total legacy 
pension and health benefits from $7 billion to 

approximately $1 billion beginning in 2010, 

and cuts Ford’s legacy-related costs from $16 

to $3 per current labor hour. 

The frequently cited figure that UAW 
autoworkers make over $70 per hour is inac- 
curate, and is based on representing the full 
fixed costs of retiree health and benefits as 
part of labor costs for the current, much 
smaller auto-maker workforce. In fact, the 
most highly paid UAW worker at a Detroit 
Three automaker, a skilled trades worker 
with seniority, earns about $33 per hour. The 
new labor agreement cuts full labor costs, in- 
cluding all current and legacy benefit costs, 
to $53 per hour for U.S. automakers, as com- 
pared to $49 per hour at non-unionized Honda 
and Toyota assembly plants. 

STANDARD BANKRUPTCY IS NOT A VIABLE 
SOLUTION FOR TROUBLED AUTOMAKERS 

Companies in bankruptcy restructuring 
are dependent on external financing to con- 
tinue operation. In the current credit crisis, 
it is highly unlikely that private sector ex- 
ternal financing will be forthcoming for GM 
or other auto-makers that enter bankruptcy. 
Without private sector financing, a standard 
Chapter 11 process could quickly result in a 
movement to Chapter 7 liquidation, poten- 
tially resulting in the large-scale job losses 
outlined above. 

It is also important to note that the bank- 
ruptcy process is designed to pay off credi- 
tors, not to protect the public interest. Dur- 
ing the bankruptcy process, firm manage- 
ment would be unable to undertake major 
new initiatives to improve technology, fuel 
efficiency, or productivity, since their atten- 
tion would be engaged by legal conflicts over 
finances. Finally, consumers are unlikely to 
purchase automobiles from a bankrupt man- 
ufacturer, due to concerns over warranties 
and service. 

A CONDITIONAL BRIDGE LOAN FROM THE 
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT IS THE RIGHT STEP 

The American auto industry is under tre- 
mendous financial pressure from a unique set 
of economic circumstances. If one or more 
auto manufacturers go out of business at 
this time, then the total costs to society will 
be far greater than the loan that has been re- 
quested from government. The study by the 
Center for Automotive Research found that a 
50 percent contraction in Detroit automaker 
employment would cause government to lose 
$50 billion in the first year and $108 billion 
over three years due to combined declines in 
tax receipts and increases in transfer pay- 
ments. 

Bridge financing would be crucial in help- 
ing these companies past the current credit 
and economic crisis, until recent improve- 
ments in productivity and fuel efficiency pay 
off. Any bridge financing should be accom- 
panied by strict oversight and conditions for 
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investment in continued progress in improv- 
ing efficiency, as well as further stakeholder 
concessions. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, 
may I again inquire as to how much 
time is remaining on both sides, please. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman from Texas has 8% minutes re- 
maining. The gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts has 742 minutes remaining. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, we 
are prepared to close. I would like to 
inquire of the distinguished chairman 
of the Financial Services Committee: I 
don't know if the gentleman has other 
Speakers. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Well, I 
am personally prepared to close. I 
would not be allowed to, so I have sev- 
eral more speakers. 

Mr. HENSARLING. In that case, Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to reserve the 
balance of my time. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I now 
yield 2 minutes to the gentleman from 
Michigan, who has been, as I can per- 
sonally testify, the most ardent advo- 
cate in responding to this automobile 
crisis, Mr. LEVIN. 

Mr. LEVIN. Thank you very much, 
Mr. FRANK, for your being a pillar of 
commitment and of intelligence. 

I want to ask а question, but before I 
do that, I just want to say: We hear 
from the minority that they don't want 
the domestic industry to collapse, but 
then they give all of the reasons why 
they'll do nothing to help it from col- 
lapsing. They talk about the power, as 
Mr. FRANK has said, of someone ap- 
pointed by the President, and give it to 
а trustee who is accountable to no one. 
Well, а person appointed by the Presi- 
dent is accountable to the President of 
the United States. 

To Mr. FRANK, our distinguished 
chairman: Is the savings clause in the 
subordination provision of the legisla- 
tion intended to apply to unfunded 
committed credit facilities of an auto- 
mobile manufacturer in effect on De- 
cember 2, 2008? 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. If the 
gentleman would yield, the answer is, 
yes, that clause does apply. We would 
want an automobile manufacturer to 
be able to use any of its existing un- 
funded credit facilities as a source of 
liquidity. So we clearly intend for the 
savings clause in the subordination 
provision of the legislation to cover un- 
funded committed credit facilities in 
effect as of December 2. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Let 
me inquire of the gentleman: Does he 
have only one speaker remaining? 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, we 
have one speaker remaining, so we 
would reserve at this time. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Then I 
yield 1 minute to the gentleman from 
Maryland, the majority leader. 

Mr. HOYER. In this time of economic 
crisis—as America is challenged, as 
economists tell us that we are facing 
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the worst recession since the Great De- 
pression—I want to say to BARNEY 
FRANK, the chairman of the Financial 
Services Committee, that nobody has 
worked harder over the last 12 months 
with Secretary Paulson, Ben Bernanke, 
CHRIS DODD, SPENCER BACHUS, and with 
others in the Senate and in the House 
to try to address this issue in a respon- 
sible, effective way. 
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There is nobody in this body, Repub- 
lican or Democrat, who wants to see 
this economy go down further. There is 
nobody in this body, Republican or 
Democrat, who wants to see people los- 
ing jobs. There is nobody in this body 
who wants to see the 401(k) plans of our 
senior citizens who are relying on 
those plans for their retirement to 
have it eroded by further reduction in 
its value. 

Lyndon Johnson once said, “It’s not 
difficult to do the right thing. It’s dif- 
ficult to know what the right thing is." 
And that is, of course, what this debate 
is about, what is the right thing. 

I think it would be a fair statement 
that there will be really nobody who 
votes on this bill who will say this is 
absolutely right or this is absolutely 
wrong. There will be many of us who 
will vote, however, in a belief that this 
is a further effort to try to staunch the 
extraordinarily rapid fall that this 
economy has seen over the last 12 
months. 

This bill is designed to give the auto- 
makers the time and space they need 
to become a competitive job-creating 
industry once again. Why? Because we 
need them. We need their industrial ca- 
pacity; we need them, frankly, psycho- 
logically; and we need them in terms of 
the employment they give, the profits 
they make, and the quality of product 
they provide. 

It is designed, this bill, to do so while 
protecting taxpayer dollars. Does it do 
so absolutely? No, it does not. But it 
has made very substantial efforts to 
put us in the best position possible. 
Reconciling the goals of saving these 
companies for the welfare of our coun- 
try and protecting our taxpayers has 
taken long negotiations and com- 
promise on both sides, but I’m con- 
vinced we've come to à sound solution. 

These rescue loans are necessary— 
not to reward bad decision making in 
Detroit, but to protect 3 million Amer- 
ican jobs, 3 million livelihoods, 3 mil- 
lion families who depend on the auto- 
makers; not only their direct employ- 
ees, but the workers, their suppliers, 
the small businesses—as the gentleman 
from Texas  referenced—that serve 
those workers and entire communities. 

Are we really wiling to put those 
workers at risk in this deep recession? 
538,000 jobs lost this year last month, 
538,000 last month. Let me give you à 
comparison. During the last year of the 
last administration in 2000, we gained 
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over 1% million jobs. This year, we've 
lost over 1% million jobs. That's a 3 
million job turnaround in the two 8- 
year interfacing periods. 

That's why people in America are 
hurting. We cannot take the risk of 
having a millon-month lost jobs. 
We're not willing to put those workers 
atrisk in this deep recession. 

As John Judis put it recently in the 
New Republic, without public loans, 
“the industry will disappear the way 
the American television manufacturing 
industry disappeared. American work- 
ers and engineers will lose their ability 
to compete in à major durable goods 
industry." We cannot afford to have 
that happen. 

The gentleman from Texas said that 
we don't want that to happen. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts says we 
don't want that to happen. We are try- 
ing to figure out how we ensure the ob- 
jective that both of those gentlemen 
believe is appropriate. 

That is the motive behind the $15 bil- 
lion in emergency bridge loans for the 
car companies. But it is equally impor- 
tant to ensure that those loans lead to 
real reform to ensure that we do not 
find ourselves right back in this same 
emergency in just a few months' time. 
All 485 agree that that is not an objec- 
tive or à result we want to see. 

Congress has insisted that the auto- 
makers develop detailed plans for long- 
term viability. I’m pleased that we 
were able to work with the administra- 
tion. It has been criticized, but the ad- 
ministration and the President, others 
in the administration with whom I 
have talked, believe that making sure 
that this industry has the ability to 
continue is critical to the welfare of 
this Nation—not just to this industry 
but of this Nation. 

The viability plans that we are re- 
quiring were presented to Congress on 
December 2, and we’ve examined them 
in detail. Now, this bill will hold the 
automakers to their promises. They 
will be accountable to Congress and the 
administration as well as an adminis- 
tration-appointed “саг czar’’ who will 
oversee the efforts of the industry and 
its stakeholders to cut costs, restruc- 
ture debt, and renegotiate labor con- 
tracts. They will not be running the 
car companies, as they should not be, 
but they will be overseeing and ensur- 
ing that the car companies carry out 
the promises that they have made to us 
and to the taxpayers. 

Just like any other lender, the Fed- 
eral Government is insisting that the 
recipients of its loans be on a plausible 
path to profitability. If the automakers 
stick to their plans for viability, more 
assistance, of course, may be possible. 
But if the administration-appointed of- 
ficial finds that they have not made 
adequate progress on restructuring by 
March 31, the loans will be called, and 
the automakers will be a step closer to 
bankruptcy. 
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The automakers and most of the peo- 
ple with whom I’ve talked, liberal 
economists, conservative economists, 
Republicans and Democrats, believe 
that bankruptcy is not the option. 
There are some who believe that's the 
option, but most I have talked to do 
not. 

This bill, of course, also includes 
Safeguards for the taxpayers, as I said. 
It lets the American people profit if 
and when the value of the car compa- 
nies recovers, as surely all of us hope it 
will. And it guarantees that taxpayer 
money will not fund lavish executive 
bonuses or golden parachutes. 

Mr. Speaker, if we act today, we can 
seize the chance for an American auto 
industry that is leaner, greener, and 
once more competitive. 

But ladies and gentlemen of this 
House, if we do nothing, we face the 
risk that sometime soon there will be 
no American auto industry. That will 
not be good for our national security, 
it will not be good for our economic se- 
curity, it will not be good for the psy- 
chology of our country. 

So Mr. Speaker, I urge us, as I urged 
before when we acted to try to free up 
credit to prop up the financial indus- 
tries—so critical to the success of 
every industry, of every consumer, of 
every household—to act not as Demo- 
crats, not as Republicans. I believe this 
will be à bipartisan bill. There will be 
Republicans who vote for this bill and 
Democrats who will vote for this bill. 

The administration has worked hard 
with us. We've worked hard with them 
to come to agreement. There may be 
some items that are still not in agree- 
ment. But the overwhelming objective 
of this bill and the result of this bill is 
agreed to between the administration 
and ourselves. 

This bill has the power to protect in- 
numerable American jobs, and its 
Strong safeguards will ensure that we 
are authorizing anything but a bridge 
loan to nowhere. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise on behalf of this 
legislation, and in closing, again thank 
BARNEY FRANK, SPENCER BACHUS, and 
all of the others in the House on both 
sides, proponents and opponents, who 
have worked on this bill conscien- 
tiously to try to respond to a crisis 
that confronts our country and that 
the American public is asking us to 
help them solve to make their lives 
better, to bring our country back. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to the gen- 
tleman from Colorado (Mr. PERL- 
MUTTER). 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 

And to my friends, Mr. HENSARLING 
and Dr. PRICE from the Financial Serv- 
ices Committee, you raise some legiti- 
mate points. But I think three ques- 
tions have to be asked, and if they’re 
answered in the affirmative, then I 
think we must go forward and pass this 
bill. 
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First, do you believe that the domes- 
tic auto industry is essential to Amer- 
ica, whether it’s for jobs or national se- 
curity? I think the answer is “уез.” 
But that doesn’t answer the whole 
question. 

The second two questions are, are 
you throwing good money after bad, or 
can you restructure these companies so 
that they can be competitive and suc- 
ceed going forward? I think the answer 
is “yes.” We've received reorganiza- 
tion/restructuring plans from them 
that show really an ability to compete 
and to bring technology that leapfrogs 
Japanese technologies and other tech- 
nologies into the future for our compa- 
nies. So we can restructure these com- 
panies. 

And the third, can we protect the ad- 
vances, the loans, that are made by the 
United States to these companies for 
the next hundred days? And the answer 
is “yes.” And in fact, we've gone about 
as far as we can go within the bounds 
of the Constitution and say that such 
loans shall be senior and prior to all 
obligations, liabilities, and debts of the 
automobile manufacturers, and we will 
take all available security and collat- 
eral. 

So we've done those three things. Is 
it essential? Yes. Can they be restruc- 
tured? Yes. Have we secured the tax- 
payer? Yes. 

So we are making a loan for 100 days 
until а reorganization plan is approved 
by the President's designee. If in fact 
during that time there is no reorga- 
nization plan or one that is not viable, 
that designee can call the loan. 

So this is à step for 100 days to pro- 
tect an industry that is essential to 
this country. Гуе thought about this à 
lot. We have done what we can to limit 
executive pay, to stop dividends or dis- 
tributions during the period of the 
loans. 

So we are taking steps to protect 
taxpayers for an industry that is essen- 
tial to this country, and we will see 
over the next 100 days whether they 
can be restructured. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I will now speak, and I will 
have one speaker after that. So when 
Im through, it will be the turn of the 
gentleman from Texas to do his closing 
because I'm retaining one speaker after 
myself. 

I yield myself 1% minutes. 

Here is the dichotomy: Bankruptcy 
versus a piece of legislation which says 
to the administration—the incoming 
and outgoing—you do what you hope to 
accomplish in bankruptcy but with 
more flexibility, with a greater pool of 
people to call on. 

We've heard mocked the notion that 
either this administration or the next 
would have within its ranks expertise 
in economics and industrial organiza- 
tion, and we're told, “Мо, no. That 
doesn't work. Find à bankruptcy trust- 
ee." I think they get the worst part of 
that argument if they listen to it. 
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Beyond that, we have consumer mar- 
keting issues. The three companies are 
convinced—and almost every expert I 
talked to agrees with them—if they de- 
clare formal bankruptcy, their ability 
to sell cars is damaged. People buying 
cars want to know they will have a 
continuing relationship with an entity 
that will service the cars and make 
parts for the cars. 

So this continuing longer term rela- 
tionship makes bankruptcy far more of 
a problem for them than for an airline 
where your contingency was just to 
buy one seat and nothing further. 

But again, the greatest illogic is to 
argue that somehow in the bankruptcy 
courts with a bankruptcy trustee, we 
were going to tie it to the lawyers. You 
get a far greater degree of expertise 
than either one of the two Presidential 
administrations could find within its 
ranks of economists and engineers and 
others. Therefore, we believe that our 
solution is the preferred one. 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to yield the balance of our 
time to the distinguished gentleman 
from Michigan (Mr. MCCOTTER). 
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Mr. McCOTTER. I come from Michi- 
gan. I was born in Detroit. Wherever 
you go in the world, people know two 
things about Detroit. They know we 
make cars and they know we make 
music, Motown. And so when we find 
ourselves in difficult situations, it is 
not unusual for us to refer to music to 
help keep our lucidity and our balance 
to come through the tough times. 

As I listen to the debate on the auto 
industry, in many ways I’m reminded 
of Bob Seger’s song where he says: To 
the IRS I’m another file. I’m just a sta- 
tistic on a sheet. I feel like a number. 
Im not a number. I’m a man. 

We've heard a lot of talk about the 
policy undergirding this bill. There are 
good arguments on both sides, but I 
live with the people who will be af- 
fected by it. There have been those who 
have said bankruptcy is an option. 
Many people have said bankruptcy is a 
preferred option. I suppose bankruptcy 
is an option for those who it is not an 
option for. Why? Because those who 
like bankruptcy should first impose 
bankruptcy upon themselves and to see 
how their family feels when their fu- 
ture has been foreclosed, when they 
have no job, when they have no hope, 
when they believe that they have been 
forgotten because they are a number. 

We can talk about the small busi- 
nesses. We have small businesses in 
Michigan, and they rely on manufac- 
turing jobs in the auto industry to stay 
in business, because the ripple effect is 
not a ripple effect. It is a tsunami ef- 
fect. For one manufacturing job, you 
will lose 7 to 10 others, and we in 
Michigan have felt this pain. Oh, we 
have felt this pain, and we have seen 
the cost of the restructuring that so 
many here seem oblivious to. 
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But again, we're numbers, I guess, in 
Michigan. We're statistics. We're in- 
volved in systems. We've been devoid of 
souls evidently at least by the opinion- 
makers and looters that have now 
watched the restructuring that во 
many of us on both sides of the aisle 
have watched for years. 

But we're from Michigan. We did not 
complain. We kept our nose to the 
grindstone. We gritted our teeth. We 
suffered and endured. We endured as 
businesses closed, as white collar and 
blue collar jobs were lost. We endured 
as retirees worried about what would 
happen to their hard-earned lifetime of 
benefits, those legacy costs so many 
are so willing to shave, our senior citi- 
zens’ lifetimes of hard work. They 
played by the rules, which bankruptcy 
would change. 

We've heard a lot about the quality 
gap. We have heard a lot about the 
cost. I guess we should make less to be 
like everybody else. It’s not a very at- 
tractive option for real people, but if 
you’re a number, if you’re a statistic 
on a sheet, this makes perfect sense. 
It’s very logical. It’s very logical un- 
less you start to worry about the per- 
son behind the statistic, the person 
who will get to look amongst their 
Christmas cards for a layoff notice, the 
ones who have already had an anxious 
Thanksgiving as we performed our due 
diligence upon the executives and 
President Gettelfinger of the UAW and 
had them come in and testify. 

We asked them how they got here. 
We asked them why they were in a re- 
structuring now, again, as if the last 
several years had never happened. And 
I think they were productive meetings 
in the end. It brought us here to a bill 
that we believe can protect taxpayers 
and can help an industry that has been 
restructuring continue to survive. 

And if a bridge loan is passed, will we 
be happy in Detroit? Will we be happy 
in manufacturing throughout America? 
No. And it’s not because it’s not the 
money we wanted. It’s because we 
know a painful restructuring will con- 
tinue if this bridge loan is approved. 

You see, to me, this is not abstract. 
My son Neal, my oldest son, turned 14, 
he looked at me and said, hey, Dad, I 
know what I want to be when I grow 
up. I said, well, as long as it is not a 
Congressman, Im okay with that, 
whatever it is. And he looked at me, 
and he said I want to be an automotive 
engineer. And because of the restruc- 
turing in the auto industry, because of 
the pain that we've had and because of 
the reality that our children leave us 
for better climates economically and 
otherwise, I didn't have the heart to 
tell my son that the likelihood of him 
achieving his dream of being an auto- 
motive engineer would be foreclosed to 
him. 

And there are so many other children 
that grow up loving cars, who want to 
have that experience, and it's not just 
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the children. It is the parents, the par- 
ents who work in the industry, white 
collar, blue collar, and my Republican 
friends, it is not just the white collar 
we must worry about. 

I have à very interesting experience 
when I talk to people on my side of the 
aisle about UAW and their concessions. 
Give credit where credit is апе. 
They've been à partner with the big 
three in making painful concessions. I 
hope one thing yet will suffice. 

I once spent a freezing winter morn- 
ing in front of the glass house at the 
Ford Company corporate headquarters 
in Dearborn. АП those employees, 
those UAW members that people say 
don't want to work, come to work and 
don't want to perform, don't care about 
their quality of performance, I will tell 
you what. They stood out in 0-degree 
temperatures to keep the Wixom plant 
in my district open. That's how badly 
they wanted to work. That's how much 
they cared about the production of 
those cars. That's how much they loved 
their families. 

For those who think we've not been 
restructuring, the Wixom plant was 
closed as part of а Ford Motor Com- 
pany restructuring. How many more 
people that want to work will be pre- 
cluded because we did not give them 
the opportunity? 

We hear that the auto industry has 
brought it on itself. Well, that's what 
Washington does. Washington makes 
bad decisions and blames the victim. 
And we're not going through the pain- 
ful litany of how Washington has not 
been as helpful as it could be, but let us 
suffice to say that throughout the en- 
tire restructuring process that we have 
endured and know will continue, we did 
not come here with our hand out, did 
we? 

We did not ask the Federal Govern- 
ment to take over all the health care of 
the employees. We did not ask the Fed- 
eral Government to keep the Wixom 
plant open. We did not ask the Federal 
Government to do anything but leave 
us alone while we continued our pain- 
ful restructuring and gritted our teeth 
and kept our nose to the grindstone. 

And now, circumstances outside of 
our control have led us to the point 
where we have to be here or there will 
be no domestic auto industry in the 
United States, and there will be no 
manufacturing base in the United 
States, and this at a time when it has 
been pointed out the taxpayers that 
work in the auto industry are watching 
the people at AIG talk about $4 million 
per person bonuses after they have 
been bailed out to the tune of roughly 
$40 billion in this last round of their 
dollars. But then again, when you’re a 
statistic, when you’re a number, those 
things don’t really matter for the peo- 
ple who have to make the decisions. 

We come here to make decisions as 
best we can in public policy, but the 
overriding goal is to serve the people 
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that those policies affect, and in my 
mind, the failure of sound policies here 
at least gives us the chance to give 
these people to survive, to keep a man- 
ufacturing sector in place in the United 
States, and to let these working fami- 
lies continue to endure and grit their 
teeth and keep their nose to the grind- 
stone and work and hope for the best. 
Because if we do not, we will be con- 
firming that they are statistics, they 
are numbers, that they are worthy of 
bankruptcy because that’s what makes 
economic sense, if not moral and soci- 
etal sense. 

And to close, I remember very well 
coming home after the Thanksgiving 
break after we had the auto industry 
in, and I was driving past the Jefferson 
plant. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
time of the gentleman has expired. 

Mrs. McCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, for the remainder of the time, 
I am honored to announce that Speak- 
er PELOSI will close. 

Ms. PELOSI. I thank the gentlelady 
for yielding. 

I rise in support of this important 
legislation and commend Chairman 
FRANK for his persistence in bringing a 
very focused, disciplined bill to the 
floor and thank Mr. BACHUS for his 
leadership as well. 

As Speaker of the House, I am 
pleased to rise to quote another Speak- 
er of the House, Sam Rayburn, a legend 
in our country, certainly in this Con- 
gress. He served here with great dis- 
tinction, as many of us know from the 
history books and some of us saw as 
students, and he said the following. He 
said: When I was a child, I lived way 
out in the country. I'd sit on the fence 
on Sundays and wish to God that some- 
body would ride by on а horse or drive 
by on à buggy, just anything to relieve 
my loneliness. Loneliness, he said, con- 
sumes people. That's why I'm so glad 
to see that today farmers have cars. 
And he goes on to say what that 
progress meant in the life of developing 
а sense of community. 

Since the days when the Model Ts 
first rolled off Henry Ford's assembly 
line owning а car has been part of the 
American dream. I know when I was 
young and when the new models would 
come out it was a very festive occa- 
sion. It has been for à long time. I just 
haven't kept up with all the cars. But 
today, the American automotive indus- 
try is imperiled due not only to reces- 
sion and a credit freeze, but because it 
has been on the wrong track for long- 
term competitiveness and job creation. 

Today, we are considering legislation 
not as life support to sustain a dying 
industry but à jump start for an indus- 
try that is essential to our country's 
economies, economic health. One in 10 
American jobs is linked to the domes- 
tic auto industry, and it is а key pillar 
in an American sector critical to our 
national security and economic com- 
petitiveness for decades to come. 


The 


December 10, 2008 


This legislation is about offering De- 
troit, and America, а chance to get 
back on track. This legislation is im- 
portant. It is built on four principles, 
and actually it comes down to a ques- 
tion of tough love, tough love for an in- 
dustry whose success is essential to our 
economic success, whose jobs are im- 
portant to our workforce, whose inno- 
vation is essential to our progress, and 
whose manufacturing and  techno- 
logical and industrial base is also es- 
sential to our national security. 

ТПеге are four principles in the bill. 
First, when we ask taxpayers to put up 
money to fund this restructuring, we 
must have accountability to the Amer- 
ican people. The President will des- 
ignate a car czar to oversee the indus- 
try's restructuring. The taxpayers get 
а return on their investment or are 
first in line to be repaid. I thank Mr. 
FRANK for insisting on that provision. 
No golden parachutes, bonuses, or cor- 
porate jets for executives. And the 
Government Accountability Office and 
the TARP, that's the Troubled Assets 
Relief Program, Inspector General will 
provide independent oversight to pro- 
tect our investment. Accountability 
for the taxpayer. 

Second, there must be shared sac- 
rifice. Everybody, every party to the 
auto sector must be present at the 
table. Mr. MCCOTTER rightfully ref- 
erenced the United Auto Workers mak- 
ing concessions, but they shouldn't be 
the only ones making concessions. I've 
called it a barbershop: When one person 
gets а haircut, everyone must get а 
haircut. That means those who are 
Shareholders, those who are bond- 
holders must have a cramdown on what 
return they get on the dollar. Suppliers 
have to understand the realities of 
what the market is for these cars. 
Dealers have to be treated with the re- 
Spect that all of these elements deserve 
but with the reality of what the real 
marketplace is and what the market 
for the cars are. The auto workers have 
made concessions already. Perhaps 
they must be expedited, perhaps they 
must do more, but everything must be 
a shared sacrifice, and if one element is 
going to make the sacrifice, they 
shouldn’t be asked to do so unless ev- 
eryone shares in that. And the execu- 
tive suite, the management of the com- 
panies, they must be part of that sac- 
rifice as well, and I referenced that in 
the accountability section. 

Third, the auto makers must restruc- 
ture or repay. The companies must re- 
structure to achieve viability, inter- 
national competitiveness, and they 
must do this with fuel efficiency and 
reduced emissions. 

And this is important for our col- 
leagues who do not support this bill be- 
cause we share many views. This has to 
be a tough standard because otherwise 
we're just putting out money for more 
of the same, but that is not what this 
legislation is about nor should it be. If 
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they do not, the car czar can require 
immediate repayment of а loan if the 
company has not made adequate 
progress by February 15 to develop a 
long-term restructuring plan. The com- 
pany will get no more Federal assist- 
ance if it fails to submit an acceptable 
final restructuring plan by March 31. 

The list again, accountability, shared 
sacrifice, restructuring, and fourth and 
finally, there must be a commitment 
to innovation and efficiency. 
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Green is gold. Green is gold. Making 
a commitment to innovation and fuel 
economy and better emission standards 
makes the automotive industry in our 
country more competitive. People will 
want to buy their cars. 

The legislation calls for maintaining 
a half billion dollars of the innovation 
funding set aside to help the industry 
retool to build advanced technology ve- 
hicles that greatly improve efficiency 
and reduce carbon emissions, and re- 
plenishing the remainder of the innova- 
tion funds in a matter of weeks. 

Now, let me just say this. I have ob- 
jected strenuously to using the green 
funds, the so-called 136 funds, because 
their purpose in our energy bill last 
year was very specific. It was for ad- 
vanced, innovative manufacturing 
technology. In other words, it was for 
the retooling and making sure that 
companies had funds for them to re- 
search, develop, and benefit from that 
funding. The administration insisted 
that money be used instead for this re- 
structuring period of time. I reluc- 
tantly agreed only with the idea that 
the money would be replenished, be- 
cause without their advanced manufac- 
turing technology, we are not going to 
have the progress necessary to compete 
internationally and domestically, for 
that matter. And most of that is about 
the environment. It’s about the green- 
ing of the automotive industry. 

I know the automotive industry can 
do it. Do you know, my colleagues, 
that in Europe this year the car that 
took first place in the ratings there 
was a GM Opel, a GM Opel, a General 
Motors Opel? Second place went to 
Ford Fiesta. Over 100 points behind 
them was Volkswagen. So these are 
General Motors- and Ford-made cars. 
Ranking just 1 point behind was Ford, 
100 points or more behind was Volks- 
wagen. These are American company- 
made cars in Europe that they have 
not chosen to sell in America. 

Something is wrong with this pic- 
ture. We know that in Latin America 
the flex-fuel cars for years have been 
sold. They were American-made cars, 
made by American manufacturers. Mil- 
lions of them. But the industry chose 
not to advance them here because they 
made more money off of SUVs and the 
executive compensation and bonuses 
were tied to SUVs. Something is very 
wrong with this picture. 


24623 


So what we are saying here is let ev- 
erybody come to the table. Everybody 
get a haircut. Everybody has got to get 
a trim, maybe a big trim. Only then 
can we restructure this so that we have 
a competitive industry looking to the 
future, as Sam Rayburn looked to the 
future when he was so excited about 
seeing cars for the first time, bringing 
the American people together, Amer- 
ican cars that have always been part of 
the American Dream. 

So I'm optimistic because I see us 
with two choices: One is the auto- 
motive industry is on the brink, and 
some are advocating bankruptcy. Some 
of the people advocating bankruptcy 
wil make money off that bankruptcy. 
But that takes us down to a deep pit 
that over а long period of time is detri- 
mental to our economy, harmful to our 
workers, and certainly does not make 
us more competitive internationally. 

Instead we have listened to what the 
companies have had to say. We said 
you're not going to see any money 
until we see the plan. We've seen the 
plan. It was better than what we saw 
before. Much more needs to be done. 
This affords a period of time with half 
of what they asked for. But we want to 
see performance, we want to see mile- 
stones by certain dates that they are 
making this progress. And we want to 
see a change in mentality in the execu- 
tive suite in Detroit. 

What a great community, what a 
great State, Detroit and Michigan. 
They have been part, again, of the 
manufacturing part of the American 
Dream. We want to throw a lifeline for 
success. We do not intend to afford life 
support so that we just have to revisit 
this issue again at the same status quo. 

So if you’re upset with how the Big 
Three executives have operated, if 
you’re upset about the fact that we are 
not competitive internationally, if 
you’re upset that the taxpayer dollar 
has to be used to be committed to this, 
you should be very pleased with what 
this legislation does because it cap- 
tures your frustration with it all. It 
sets us on a new path to viability, and 
it is a test, and we will soon see in a 
matter of weeks if the executive suites 
in Detroit are willing to make the 
choices. Certainly there needs to be re- 
tooling of the plants. Certainly there 
has to be renegotiating of the con- 
tracts. There may have to be reconsid- 
eration of the management of these 
companies if they cannot live up to the 
standard of this legislation and prove 
themselves worthy of the taxpayers’ 
dollar that is being placed there. 

So I think that on both sides of this 
issue we have a great deal of common 
ground. I just happen to come down on 
the side of giving a chance, this one 
more chance, to this great industry, 
optimistic by March 31 that we will all 
celebrate the new path that we are 
going down, but certainly ready, cer- 
tainly ready to admit if that does not 
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happen because unless it is absolutely 
clear in the minds of the people that 
we are talking about, the executives, 
the shareholders, the bondholders, the 
suppliers, the dealers, all of whom I re- 
spect, and the workers, who are a very 
high priority for us, unless it is clear 
to them that concessions and serious 
concessions must be made or else the 
alternative is almost unthinkable, they 
will not make the necessary conces- 
sions in some cases. 

Isalute the United Auto Workers for 
stepping up to the plate, for being the 
model, for leading the way to say we 
respect this industry, we want to ad- 
vance it, and we are willing to take the 
lead in making those concessions. 

So this is an important day in the 
life of America when the Congress 
Speaking for the people, who are right- 
fully unhappy about all of this money 
going to companies that are supposed 
to be in the free market and be com- 
petitive, but nonetheless under- 
standing what is at risk for all of us. 
As keepers of the taxpayers’ trust here, 
if bankruptcy were to occur, the addi- 
tional cost in unemployment insurance 
and food stamps and the safety net and 
the revenue foregone in our tax situa- 
tion, locally, State, and nationally, 
would exact much more of a toll than 
the amount of money that we would be 
putting forth here. 

So again I salute Mr. FRANK for his 
leadership. 

And may I say that at the end of the 
day yesterday, the legislation that you 
have before us is the legislation that 
we conceded on several points to agree 
to the White House language. This is 
bipartisan in its nature, and it is the 
legislation that we said we would go 
forward with in a bipartisan way that 
the President would sign. Others have 
made other changes, adjustments, 
whatever it is. They say on the Senate 
side they need this and that. But we 
operate in good faith. We agree to con- 
cessions. And we would hope that the 
White House would keep its word that 
it gave us last night about this legisla- 
tion and encourage the Senate to fol- 
low suit and the President can sign the 
bill so the message will be clear to the 
markets and to the American people, 
to the workers and to all concerned 
with this great industry that we want 
to share in that sacrifice as well and 
we stand willing to do it by voting 
“yes” on this important legislation. 

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak- 
er, with all of the rhetoric about today’s loan 
package, it is easy to lose track of the deci- 
sion we have to make. We can, as some have 
suggested, decide to let two of America’s larg- 
est businesses go bankrupt in the coming 
months. If that happens, more than 2 million 
workers will likely lose their jobs. Communities 
across this country will be devastated. Accord- 
ing to estimates, New Mexico alone stands to 
lose roughly 10,000 jobs. New Mexicans who 
ask nothing more than to work hard and pro- 
vide for their families will be forced to put their 
dreams on hold. 
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Or, we can pass this bill. 

Nobody disagrees that the auto industry has 
made mistakes. Car company CEOs have 
been reckless and short-sighted. While Japa- 
nese companies were rushing to produce hy- 
brids, American companies were suing states 
like New Mexico to stop energy efficiency 
standards. While other companies were in- 
vesting in the cars of the future, Big Three ex- 
ecutives were trying desperately to turn back 
the clock. They refused to anticipate rising en- 
ergy prices. Today, their irresponsibility threat- 
ens their companies, their employees and mil- 
lions of American workers. 

But we should not punish 3.3 million Amer- 
ican workers and their families for the errors of 
a few executives. Yes, car company CEOs 
have been reckless and short-sighted. But that 
ends today. If this proposal passes, American 
car companies will trade in their Hummers for 
hybrids. And in the process, they will build an 
industry ready to compete in the 21st Century. 
But all these changes will not be possible un- 
less we act now. 

Unlike TARP, which | opposed, this plan 
tells executives that if they do not change, 
they will not survive. If the auto industry does 
not have an acceptable viability plan in three 
and a half months, they will not see another 
dime of taxpayer money. Whatever money 
they have received will have to be repaid im- 
mediately. 

Today's vote does not spend one additional 
taxpayer dollar. We have already approved 
$25 billion to help the American auto industry 
build energy efficient cars. | supported that be- 
cause it was necessary to force Detroit to 
modernize. Today's legislation simply provides 
some of that money right now to make sure 
that there is an American auto industry to 
modernize. More importantly, this bill provides 
increased oversight to ensure that taxpayer 
dollars help American workers and drivers, not 
stockholders or executives. It mandates that 
our money will not be spent on executive sala- 
ries, dividends or corporate jets. It institutes 
unprecedented controls to protect the people's 
money from misuse. Most importantly, it en- 
sures that Detroit can no longer continue with 
business as usual. 

Madam Speaker, we face great economic 
challenges, some of the most difficult in dec- 
ades. Job reports last week showed half a mil- 
lion jobs lost in November alone. This is not 
a perfect bill; it is just the best we could get 
from this president. But given the current cli- 
mate, we cannot afford to risk another 3 mil- 
lion jobs by refusing to act. That is why today 
| will be voting yes. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, | voted to 
support H.R. 7321, the Auto Industry Financ- 
ing and Restructuring Act, having determined 
that it was the best compromise given the cur- 
rent circumstances. | supported the restruc- 
turing because it meets the standards that | 
used in voting on previous bailout proposals. 
First, this is a relatively small sum compared 
to the trillions that have been devoted to stabi- 
lizing the financial industry. Second, the tax- 
payer is protected by the smaller sums and 
stricter controls employed in these loans. Fi- 
nally, unlike the financial services industry, this 
legislation offers a lifeline to people making a 
real product. 
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Unfortunately, that real product is not of the 
nature and quality that Americans need and 
demand. The auto industry leadership is ulti- 
mately responsible for their failure. New man- 
agement should be put into place, along with 
a new direction. It is paramount that Congress 
takes this opportunity to move the domestic 
auto industry towards greater environmental 
sustainability. Providing resources and direc- 
tion to the automakers to accelerate the devel- 
opment of fuel efficient vehicles and other en- 
vironmental technologies will improve the posi- 
tion of those companies to meet future market 
demands. 

There is no doubt that a serious change in 
direction and downsizing is necessary. There 
will be significant management and labor con- 
cessions. This proposal will allow the United 
States to see the automakers' survival is pos- 
sible. If the industry cannot follow through on 
their promises to rebuild and restructure, it is 
very unlikely that | will be supportive of subse- 
quent efforts. This is their chance to dem- 
onstrate that they can and will make signifi- 
cant changes in a new and better direction. 

Finally, | am pleased that the legislation in- 
cludes a provision that protects transit agen- 
cies from the consequences of the collapse of 
insurer American International Group Inc. 
(AIG), which guaranteed many lease agree- 
ments that transit agencies entered into to pay 
for buses, trains and other equipment in the 
1990s. During a year of record ridership, our 
transit agencies need these resources. For ex- 
ample, the transit provider in my district, Tri- 
Met, is reporting a 5.47 percent year to date 
growth in ridership—a substantial figure for 
such a mature transit agency. Without this 
provision, Tri-Met could face the loss of $200 
million in FTA-approved financing. 

Mr. STARK. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in op- 
position to yet another taxpayer funded bailout 
of an industry that has been poorly managed 
for years. | voted no when Wall Street came 
asking for their handout in September and | 
will vote no to bailing out corporations that 
have refused to evolve and build products that 
people want to buy. 

The automakers are in trouble because they 
have been mismanaged. For years they built 
gas-guzzlers, stifled innovation, and lobbied 
against reasonable environmental and safety 
standards. Even when credit was flowing free- 
ly, Americans weren't buying Detroit's prod- 
ucts. 

Workers are not to blame—they have al- 
ready accepted deep wage and benefit cuts. If 
there was anything in this bill that provided 
protection for those workers, then | might think 
differently. What | see, however, is a repeat of 
the September bailout scenario; a large com- 
mitment of taxpayer money with very little ex- 
planation of how these funds will address the 
significant problems of the industry. Indeed, 
the CEOs tell us that the $15 billion will "get 
them through January." And then what? 

If you want to see quality cars being made 
by unionized workers, go to my district. At the 
NUMMI plant in Fremont, UAW-organized 
workers build cars, such as Corollas, that peo- 
ple want to buy. This plant is a joint venture 
between GM and Toyota and has made a 
profit for both companies. They are not here 
asking for a bailout. 
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Lets not repeat the mistakes of three 
months ago by throwing good money after 
bad. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, for reasons 
enumerated elsewhere, | strongly support this 
bill. It is essential that Congress take this pru- 
dent step to provide a short-term bridge loan 
to help preserve a viable domestic auto indus- 
try, and its far-reaching contributions to the 
overall long-term health of our economy, while 
appropriately safeguarding the interests of 
American taxpayers. 

The bill we are considering today contains a 
provision creating a limited antitrust exemption 
for certain consultations in which a U.S. auto- 
maker may be asked to engage with its em- 
ployees, dealers, suppliers, and other creditors 
for the purpose of reaching agreement on a 
restructuring plan for the automaker under the 
bill. As Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
| would like to emphasize a few points regard- 
ing that provision. 

The antitrust laws are the fundamental legal 
protector of our free market system—the Su- 
preme Court has aptly referred to them as the 
Magna Carta of the free enterprise system. 
Exemptions from the antitrust laws can be 
very harmful and destructive of the basic eco- 
nomic freedom we cherish as Americans. 

For that reason, any proposed antitrust ex- 
emption should be very carefully considered 
as to its need. And even if a need can be 
clearly demonstrated, the exemption should be 
carefully focused and of limited duration. 

In keeping with those considerations, this 
exemption is temporary and very focused. It is 
designed to give greater assurance to the var- 
ious "interested parties"—the employees, retir- 
ees, dealers, suppliers, shareholders, and 
creditors of a U.S. automaker covered by this 
bill, listed in section 6(a)(1)(B)—who will be 
consulting and negotiating with the automaker 
in an effort to reach agreement on a long-term 
restructuring plan for the automaker pursuant 
to the bill. 

Some of these interested parties are report- 
edly uncertain as to how their participation in 
these consultations might raise issues under 
the antitrust laws. With the urgent need to 
move quickly on this legislation, it has not 
been possible to sit down with them and un- 
derstand the precise nature of their concerns. 
Based on similar concerns that are raised 
from time to time in various quarters, the con- 
cerns may well be misplaced, reflecting a lack 
of understanding about the antitrust laws, 
which prohibit only conduct that harms com- 
petition, permitting the wide range of conduct 
that does not harm competition. 

While these concerns may be misplaced, 
however, they appear to be genuine and held 
in good faith, and could therefore have the ef- 
fect of discouraging the kinds of participation 
that is needed from all interested parties in 
order to enable the restructuring plans to suc- 
ceed. To help avert this risk, this antitrust ex- 
emption has been carefully crafted to provide 
sufficient reassurance and guidance to inter- 
ested parties, while avoiding the risk of shield- 
ing truly anticompetitive conduct from effective 
antitrust enforcement. 

First, the limited exemption covers only the 
discussions, consultations, and meetings 
among an eligible auto manufacturer and its 
own interested parties. It does not cover joint 
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activity among two or more automakers, which 
could create more risk of harm to competition. 
It also does not cover action taking place out- 
side those discussions, consultations, and 
meetings. 

Second, the limited exemption fully pre- 
serves the authority of the Federal antitrust 
agencies to bring enforcement action for in- 
junctive relief to stop anticompetitive conduct 
should it occur. Merger enforcement authority 
is also preserved. 

Similarly, the so-called “per se” offenses, 
such as price fixing, market allocation, and 
boycott, remain fully subject to antitrust en- 
forcement. These are not kinds of conduct that 
someone innocently stumbles into. They are 
intentional schemes to subvert competition, 
and can be extremely harmful to the free mar- 
ket system and the economy. 

Third, in the event that the discussions, con- 
sultations, and meetings continue for an ex- 
tended period, the exemption sunsets after 3 
years. In all likelihood, the exemption will 
quickly prove unnecessary. If not, and if the 
negotiations are still ongoing as the end of the 
3-year period approaches, Congress can al- 
ways consider extending the sunset if the ex- 
emption is truly warranted. The sunset is con- 
sistent with the recommendation of the Anti- 
trust Modernization Commission that any anti- 
trust exemption should be temporary. 

Finally, in order to encourage whatever fur- 
ther guidance may be appropriate, the provi- 
sion requires that, to the extent practicable, 
the Federal antitrust enforcement agencies be 
given reasonable advance notice of any dis- 
cussion, consultation, or meeting covered by 
the provision, and the opportunity to partici- 

ate. 

А As carefully crafted, this provision should 
provide whatever guidance and reassurance 
the interested parties may need that their 
good-faith efforts to cooperate in achieving the 
bill's important objectives for this important 
bedrock American industry will not inadvert- 
ently create antitrust problems, while at the 
same time taking appropriate care not to inad- 
vertently immunize truly anticompetitive con- 
duct that could severely harm the long-term 
health of this industry, the many economic 
sectors it touches, and the American economy 
itself. 

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in sup- 
port of the Auto Industry Financing and Re- 
structuring Act (H.R. 7321), emergency legis- 
lation to authorize and appropriate funding to 
temporarily stabilize the American automobile 
industry. 

The automobile industry provides one of the 
few manufacturing bases left in the United 
States, and approximately 3.3 million jobs in 
the Nation are either directly or indirectly de- 
pendent upon it. According to the Economic 
Policy Institute, New Jersey stands to lose 
17,900 jobs if General Motors fails, and 
65,000 jobs if the auto industry collapses— 
and an industry-wide collapse is the likely re- 
sult if even one of the big-three auto makers 
fails. As we stand on the precipice, already 
facing an unemployment rate more than 6 per- 
cent, we cannot afford to stand by and watch 
as millions more in America join the ranks of 
the unemployed. It is well within the realm of 
possibility—some experts argue it is virtually a 
certainty—that allowing even one of our major 
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auto makers to fail would send the country 
into a depression. 

The United States is facing a virtual “perfect 
storm” with respect to the many sectors of its 
economy that are simultaneously in distress. 
One of the most damaging outcomes of this 
economic crisis has been that credit markets 
are frozen. In fact, despite the infusion of bil- 
lions in funding intended to stabilize the finan- 
cial services markets under the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act, EESA, enacted in 
October, credit markets still have not improved 
as of the closing days of 2008. Instead, stable 
banks that have received those Capital Pur- 
chase Program, CPP, funds under the EESA 
have tended either to retain the funds to im- 
prove their own stability or use the funds to 
purchase other struggling financial services 
entities. Had Troubled Asset Relief Program, 
TARP, funds under the EESA been used for 
the purpose the Treasury Secretary originally 
demanded them for—to purchase troubled as- 
sets or implement other mechanisms through 
which those assets could be liquidated and 
thus free up the credit markets—perhaps 
things would be different. 

Under the EESA, the U.S. Comptroller Gen- 
eral is required to report every 60 days on 
TARP implementation, and in its first report re- 
leased last week, the GAO stated that “Treas- 
ury has yet to address a number of critical 
issues, including determining how it will en- 
sure that CPP is achieving its intended goals.” 
| am not convinced that the CPP is achieving 
its goals, or even that the CPP program will 
be more effective than using TARP funds or 
other creative mechanisms to liquidate TARP 
assets would have been. In addition, the 
Treasury Secretary and the Bush administra- 
tion have refused to use even a tiny fraction— 
less than 5 percent—of the TARP funds to 
stabilize the auto industry until the CPP has 
the impact of freeing up credit markets, which 
could then meet the auto industry's need for fi- 
nancing. Therefore, our major auto makers 
have come to Washington to ask the tax- 
payers for a loan. 

Some commentators, and indeed some of 
my constituents, have argued that Congress 
should simply let the automakers go bankrupt. 
But the likelihood that that could deepen our 
current recession is too great, and the persons 
who would be punished by congressional inac- 
tion are not the ones who created the crisis, 
but rather the millions of people whose jobs 
depend on the auto industry. 

Therefore, we must support the auto indus- 
try. | am pleased to see that the measure be- 
fore us will provide taxpayers with an equity 
stake in the underlying companies, prohibit the 
payment of dividends to shareholders during 
the life of the loans, and prohibit golden para- 
chutes and payment of bonuses to the top 25 
most highly paid employees at each company. 
In addition, it establishes both a “Саг Czar" to 
hold the companies accountable for devel- 
oping and implementing sustainable restruc- 
turing plans, and oversight authority by the 
Government Accountability Office and the 
Special Inspector General overseeing the 
TARP rescue funds. 

But my own personal request to the auto- 
makers is that they look deep inside and un- 
earth the roots of the problems that—inde- 
pendently of both the current financial crisis 
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and the legacy costs that they have faced that 
other manufacturers have not—have caused 
them to lag behind their competitors overseas. 
It is important for us all to remember that it 
was General Motors that established the Sat- 
urn Corporation more than two decades ago, 
with the goal of creating a manufacturing plant 
from scratch to build small cars of superior 
quality and value, combining what was then 
the most advanced technology with the new- 
est and most efficient and environmentally re- 
sponsible approaches to management. In- 
deed, within a decade, Saturn achieved those 
goals by producing a car that J.D. Power & 
Associates ranked behind only the Lexus and 
the Infiniti, luxury cars produced by Toyota 
and Nissan overseas, for customer satisfaction 
in 1992. 

And it was General Motors, again, that de- 
veloped the EV1 electronic car more than one 
decade ago, in response to California's then- 
zero-emissions requirement. The EV1 was a 
sleek, fast, powerful vehicle than ran on an 
overnight charge in the garage, and it was the 
much-beloved means of transportation for nu- 
merous well-known Hollywood celebrities. And 
yet, within a decade, the EV1 had all but dis- 
appeared from the roads and most of them— 
as graphically depicted in the documentary 
"Who Killed the Electric Car"—were actually 
destroyed. If we don't understand all of the 
reasons why the success of GM's Saturn ven- 
ture waned, or why the GM EV1 was all but 
wiped from the earth, we will never relaunch 
a sustainable auto mobile industry in this 
country. 

But we are here today because the United 
States remains in the throws of a financial cri- 
sis, and it is incumbent upon the government 
to act. Although | regret that already-author- 
ized TARP funds are not being used for this 
purpose, and that the plan before us will in 
part cannibalizing the very funds authorized to 
facilitate the efforts of the automakers to de- 
velop more fuel-efficient vehicles, | will stand 
firmly behind our auto industry under the con- 
ditions the leadership have negotiated, rather 
than let it fail and disappear. | look forward to 
working with the new administration to craft a 
more sustainable, fiscally responsible solution 
to this problem in the coming months. 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, | rise today 
in favor of taking tough but absolutely nec- 
essary action to help save thousands of jobs 
that affect every State in our Union including 
my home State of Missouri. Our country is ex- 
periencing a crisis and the problems facing 
automakers must be fixed to help stabilize our 
entire economy. 

Missouri has the second-highest number, 
along with Ohio, of automobile plants in the 
Nation just after Michigan, but the truth is this 
problem is much larger than the Big Three. A 
failure of the auto manufacturing industry not 
only directly affects the dealerships, parts- 
makers, those with existing car warranties, it 
also puts thousands upon thousands out of 
work—3.3 million nationwide after direct and 
indirect hits are factored. Our country is al- 
ready facing historically high unemployment. 
We cannot afford to let our manufacturing in- 
dustry fail; we cannot afford to lose 3.3 million 
more American jobs. 

Missouri has already been hit hard by auto 
manufacturing line closures in addition to lay- 
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offs crossing all sectors of the economy. The 
ramifications of doing nothing would be detri- 
mental to our Nation’s already crippling econ- 
omy. In my home State of Missouri, thousands 
of jobs are on the verge of being permanently 
lost. The auto industry’s roots in our State’s 
economy are far reaching. This is a necessary 
investment for America’s future. 

Realizing that as soon as next year, or even 
sooner, we could lose General Motors, Chrys- 
ler, and Ford is a main street dilemma that re- 
quires immediate attention and action by Con- 
gress. Without action, we are putting our Na- 
tions’ economic and national security at risk. 
Make no mistake, the loss of the American 
automobile industry, will cripple communities 
throughout Missouri and throughout our Na- 
tion. 

There have been decades of foot dragging 
to produce smaller more fuel-efficient vehicles 
right here in the U.S. while U.S. subsidiaries 
are producing and selling these vehicles over- 
seas with huge success. It’s time for the 
American people have the same opportunity to 
purchase these vehicles. Everyone under- 
stands that was a huge mistake and we must 
do everything possible to correct it. 

In the past, loans to the industry have actu- 
ally paid off for the American taxpayer, and 
this bill does everything possible to ensure this 
will happen again. This bill institutes safe- 
guards to protect taxpayer dollars and pro- 
motes future financial and economic success 
for our country. If the automakers do not 
present a feasible restructuring plan to get 
back on the right track early next year they will 
be cut off. 

| want to make one point clear to the auto 
industry: loans given to them by the American 
people should be used to invest in America's 
interests. | don't want to hear about taxpayer 
dollars being used to build plants overseas. 
We are facing record-high unemployment. We 
must do everything we can to put people back 
to work. 

Besides the plant jobs, the auto part jobs, 
and the service industry jobs that are inter- 
twined with their manufacturing, will be the 
shuttering of businesses that rely on the em- 
ployment of tens of thousands in my home 
State alone, more than 3 million nationwide. 

Bankruptcy of one or more of the Big Three 
poses a huge risk. Mere questions of warranty 
and availability of parts, could trigger the col- 
lapse of manufacturing causing deep rooted 
problems that affect everyone. 

American innovation and engineering may 
be close to delivering the most energy efficient 
cars the world has ever known and the United 
States desperately needs. American innova- 
tion has been, is, and must continue to be the 
world's leader. 

While it is evident that the Big Three have 
made mistakes, it's important to note that mar- 
ket share is not down, and overall car sales 
worldwide are down across the board. Other 
countries continue to augment their manufac- 
turers. For years foreign manufacturers have 
not had to absorb escalating healthcare costs. 
Ironically, in the U.S. many of these foreign 
manufacturers enjoy a variety of tax credits 
and tax liability waivers. 

| have met and consulted with a wide-range 
of Missouri stakeholders including the Big 
Three, suppliers, UAW members, and auto 
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dealers. All of the stakeholders are going to 
have to make concessions to put together a 
sustainable plan for the future. It's important 
that everyone come together for the greater 
good. Everyone loses if our auto industry goes 
bankrupt. 

This comprehensive legislation will help the 
struggling U.S. auto industry in the short term, 
while protecting millions of American jobs and 
taxpayers. The limited loans of $14 billion are 
intended to help the struggling automakers 
survive while they prepare plans to restructure 
their companies to build more competitive, 
fuel-efficient, and technologically advanced ve- 
hicles. 

This country should not give up on our auto- 
motive industry. If the auto industry doesn't 
make real progress by early next year we can 
and should reevaluate leadership and if need 
be demand the repayment of loans sooner 
rather than later. 

Its important to recognize that this problem 
is just one piece to a complicated economic 
mess. We must get the auto industry back on 
their feet and we must get credit in the hands 
of the American people so that they can re- 
ceive the loans necessary to purchase the 
next generation of American ingenuity. 

I’m hopeful Americans will again prove to 
the world that we can overcome competing in- 
terests and rally together for the common 
good. 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Speaker, today Con- 
gress is about to embark upon another cor- 
porate bailout—this time for Detroit's Big 
Three automakers—without any assurances to 
the taxpayers that it won't be back for more. 
In fact, from all news reports, while this bailout 
comes with a starting price of $15 billion, Con- 
gressional leadership negotiating the deal fully 
expects that this is just the beginning and that 
taxpayers will be hit up again in the new year. 

Though the already-passed $700-billion Wall 
Street bailout has had little to no success, 
Congress is about to go down this same road 
again. And, it appears that it does so with few 
qualms about the impact of its actions on 
hard-pressed taxpayers. 

We hear promises of strict oversight and ac- 
countability measures—but who does the Con- 
gress think it’s kidding? 

Already two nonpartisan, independent pan- 
els have lambasted Treasury for its execution 
of the current bailout scheme. The Govern- 
ment Accountability Office’s (GAO) scathing 
report about the Federal Government’s poor 
oversight says it all in the title: Additional Ac- 
tions Needed to Better Ensure Integrity, Ac- 
countability, and Transparency. 

Why should taxpayers expect the govern- 
ment's oversight of this bailout be any dif- 
ferent? 

Unfortunately, the Democrat-led Congress 
has chosen to blindly oblige Big Labor at 
every turn, regardless of whether it's in the 
best interest of taxpayers. 

They have dismissed consideration of alter- 
native proposals that could truly restructure 
these companies over the long-term and help 
them rein in costs. 

They don't want Ford, GM and Chrysler to 
reorganize under the protection of the bank- 
ruptcy courts, even if it would save them with- 
out a taxpayer bailout, because it means that 
they would actually make structural changes 
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and renegotiate labor contracts without the 
threat of outside lawsuits. 

The Democrats have already spent more 
than a trillion dollars in bailouts this year—why 
not a few billion more? 

Mr. Speaker, the hardworking men and 
women in America did not sign up for this. 

They did not turn over their hard-earned 
money to Uncle Sam just so Congress can 
dole it out to unaccountable companies that 
made poor business decisions for years. 

Throwing taxpayer money at Detroit's spi- 
raling problems will not fix their long-term 
management and productivity troubles and 
they will only be back for more time and time 
again. 

Congress should not look the other way and 
put the taxpayers, and their children and 
grandchildren, on the hook for billions more in 
unaccountable spending. 

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup- 
port of H.R. 7321, Auto Industry Financing and 
Restructuring Act. 

The automobile industry is one of the most 
critical manufacturers and job providers in the 
country and in North Carolina. Automobiles 
account for $690 billion, or about twenty per- 
cent of all retail sales in the United States. 
Over 4.5 million jobs in the United States de- 
pend on these 3 companies, and my State of 
North Carolina would stand to lose over 
95,000 jobs with an auto industry shutdown. 
There are over 692 new-vehicle dealerships in 
North Carolina as well as hundreds of auto 
parts suppliers. These dealerships are often 
economic hubs of many of our small towns. 
The fallout of such a shutdown would be felt 
throughout all sectors of our economy and on 
almost every main street in America. 

H.R. 7321 would provide the necessary fi- 
nancial assistance to keep our largest auto- 
mobile manufacturers in business. Today’s 
spiraling economy has been particularly dev- 
astating for the 3 largest automakers in the 
United States. Car sales are slumping sharply 
in the face of recession and the stagnant cred- 
it market has paralyzed these companies in 
the middle of their restructuring efforts. It has 
also left dealers unable to help finance most 
of their customers and move automobiles off 
of the lot. 

H.R. 7321 would allow the President to des- 
ignate one or more officers in the Executive 
Branch to oversee approximately $14 billion in 
bridge loans or lines of credit to the requesting 
companies. H.R. 7321 includes many taxpayer 
protections to help ensure that the government 
is repaid, including providing for stock in the 
company equal to 20 percent of the loan 
amount, and giving the government “super se- 
niority” designation of the loans to ensure that 
the taxpayer is first in line to be repaid by the 
companies. In addition, the bill forbids bo- 
nuses or incentives for the 25 most highly paid 
employees in each company, and strictly pro- 
hibits “golden parachutes” during the life of 
these bridge loans. Furthermore, the Presi- 
dent’s designee will have a strong oversight 
role. The designee must establish appropriate 
measures to assess the restructuring plans, 
and evaluate the progress of each auto manu- 
facturer within 45 days in order for loans to be 
approved. In order to qualify for any bridge 
loan, the auto company will have to submit a 
plan to achieve long-term viability, inter- 
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national competitiveness, energy efficiency, 
and plans for repayment of the government 
loan. 

It is crucial that our Nation's leading auto- 
makers continue to restructure in order to 
meet the demands of a changing market, and 
to become healthier companies that can help 
lead American manufacturing in the future. 
Such healthier companies can continue to pro- 
vide an economic engine to our Nation and 
provide innovations that can drive future 
growth. 

| regret that these bridge loans are nec- 
essary, but today we can ill afford to risk the 
loss of more jobs and further damage to the 
economic base that our cities and small towns 
depend on in North Carolina and across the 
country. | support H.R. 7321, Auto Industry Fi- 
nancing and Restructuring Act, and | urge my 
colleagues to join me in voting for its passage. 

Mr. HALL of New York. Mr. Speaker, | rise 
today to express my disappointment that the 
House has once again been forced to con- 
sider legislation to rescue some of America's 
most important and renowned companies. | re- 
gret the need to cast this vote, but | believe 
voting for this legislation is the better choice. 

Congress cannot allow the Big Three auto- 
makers to go out of business. They are too 
important to our economy and our national se- 
curity. In my district alone there are more than 
3,000 jobs directly dependent on the auto in- 
dustry, accounting for salaries of more than 
$150 million annually. The industry is a signifi- 
cant contributor to the tax base of New York 
State, which is already facing severe financial 
turmoil. 

Beyond its economic importance, maintain- 
ing a successful domestic automobile industry 
is vital for the long term interests of the United 
States. There are certain industries which we 
must maintain domestically for national secu- 
rity reasons. During World War Il, the auto- 
mobile industry led the way in the conversion 
to а war economy by altering their manufac- 
turing plants to make armored vehicles and 
tanks instead of cars and trucks. Few compa- 
nies still maintain that capacity, and so for that 
reason alone we cannot let the industry fail. 

We need to help the auto industry, but | do 
not believe we should be giving a blank check 
to anyone. That is why | appreciate the work 
this Congress has done to make the legisla- 
tion tolerable. This is not a give away. We are 
voting on a loan which | expect to be paid 
back, and paid back with interest. It has pro- 
tections for the taxpayers. As long as the loan 
remains outstanding, no dividends can be 
paid, no executive bonuses or golden para- 
chutes can be issued and the government will 
receive warrants for equity value equivalent to 
part of the value of the loan. In addition, this 
loan takes legal priority over every other debt 
and obligation the companies face. 

| am disappointed about provisions that this 
bill does not contain. | recognize that the 
presidentially appointed overseer will have a 
great deal of power to force specific changes 
in the way our Nation's auto industry does 
business, but | would have preferred to see 
many of these changes specifically tied to the 
loans by this legislation. For example, in their 
presentations last week, the CEOs of General 
Motors, Ford and Chrysler claimed that with 
these loans they will be able to meet and even 
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exceed the increased CAFE standards Con- 
gress finally mandated last year. | believe that 
they should be required to do so by the legis- 
lation. It is critical that, over the coming 
months, Congress exercises the necessary 
oversight to make sure that the Big Three 
keep their word. 

| would have liked to see clear goals that re- 
quired a set percentage of products produced 
by the auto companies to be high-efficiency 
vehicles. | would have liked to see a commit- 
ment from the automakers to make hybrid 
technology options more prevalent and avail- 
able more often. | would like to see more sub- 
stantial investment made into research and 
development for new, greener, energy-efficient 
technology. Perhaps most importantly, | would 
have liked to see a guarantee of true reform, 
starting from the top, in how these companies 
do business and the kinds of cars they 
produce and sell. Taxpayer-supported compa- 
nies cannot be allowed to continue the sort of 
ill-advised business decisions the industry has 
been making the last few years. 

Mr. Speaker, | hope that today will be the 
first step towards the beginning of a new era 
for U.S. automakers. Congress is doing what 
we must, stepping in and saving the manufac- 
turers, but we are not doing so without a com- 
mitment for genuine and long lasting reform 
on their part. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, | rise in support of 
H.R. 7321, the Auto Industry Financing and 
Restructuring Act. 

Our country is mired in the worst economic 
crisis since the Great Depression. We have 
been in recession for well over a year. Manu- 
facturing activity and vehicle sales are at a 26- 
year low. Unemployment is at a staggering 6.7 
percent. Over half a million jobs were lost in 
November alone. Since the Bush Administra- 
tion took over in January of 2001, unemploy- 
ment has risen by 71 percent. 

The domestic automobile industry and its 
blue collar workforce have been especially 
hard hit by this current economic crisis. Over 
the last several weeks, I’ve heard a lot of 
blame being passed around for the situation 
our car companies find themselves in. | agree 
with those who say the Big Three have been 
too rigid in their opposition to building more 
fuel efficient cars. | believe strongly, as many 
Americans do, that the Bush Administration 
and Congress have not done enough to create 
and protect American jobs. But it is not the 
auto executives or politicians who are suf- 
fering. Its the hard working UAW members 
who spend every day on an assembly line to 
support their family. They are the victims of 
corporate greed, bad business models, and 
government indifference. They are the reason 
we are here today, months after Congress ad- 
journed for the year. 

The consequences of a collapse of the do- 
mestic auto industry would be catastrophic for 
working families. Recession would spiral into 
depression. Millions of jobs would be lost. It is 
something we must prevent. 

The bill before us gives $15 billion in condi- 
tional loans to the auto industry to help them 
survive over the next few months. During that 
time, they will be required to achieve viability, 
international competitiveness, fuel efficiency, 
and reduced emissions. The bill gives the 
President the authority to appoint a “car czar” 
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who will be responsible for ensuring these 
conditions are met. If the car czar determines 
that the companies have not made themselves 
viable by the end of March, they will be re- 
quired to pay back the government imme- 
diately. If the companies utilize this line of 
credit wisely and restructure into successful, 
sustainable operations, they will still have to 
pay the money back with interest, but the gov- 
ernment will have the opportunity to turn a 
profit by gaining equity in these companies. 
Furthermore, the car czar will have the author- 
ity to prevent an automaker from closing the 
doors of any of its factories or from outsourc- 
ing its operations to another country, should 
the czar determine such an action detrimental 
to the viability of the company. 

Like all legislation, this bill is not perfect. But 
it is necessary. Letting the auto industry col- 
lapse would unfairly punish America's workers 
for sins they did not commit. 

Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, | rise today in support of our Nation's 
workers. The workers who built this country 
following depression and war. | rise in support 
of this loan program for our Nation's auto- 
mobile manufacturers. 

Just last Friday the Department of Labor re- 
ported that employers slashed 533,000 jobs in 
November: the most jobs lost in 34 years. As 
a percentage, this figure now jettisoned our 
Nation's unemployment rate to 6.7 percent; 
the largest one-month decline since December 
1974. Overall, since the start of the current re- 
cession, the United States has shed 1.9 mil- 
lion jobs, 1.3 million of which has disappeared 
in the last 4 months. In the manufacturing sec- 
tor, manufacturing jobs lost in November alone 
come to a total of 85,000. In fact, in the last 
4 months we have witnessed the disappear- 
ance of 258,000 manufacturing jobs, and 
since the outset of the recession last Decem- 
ber, over half a million (604,000) manufac- 
turing jobs have been lost. 

So with regard to the question of whether or 
not to assist our Nation's domestic auto manu- 
factures, given that the Big Three automakers 
generate one out of every 10 jobs in our Na- 
tion, merely letting these businesses go bank- 
rupt is simply not an acceptable option. In- 
deed, General Motors, Ford and Chrysler ac- 
count for roughly 70 percent of U.S. auto pro- 
duction and are estimated to support around 5 
million jobs across all 50 states. And accord- 
ing to a report released last week by the Cen- 
ter for Automotive Research, the failure of 
even one U.S. automaker would mean the 
loss of millions of jobs and cost our economy 
hundreds of billions of dollars. 

Employment for millions of hard working 
Americans depends on a strong domestic auto 
industry. And nations throughout the world, 
such as Japan, South Korea, and France sup- 
port their domestic auto industries, so we cer- 
tainly would not be creating a precedent or an 
unfair playing field with respect to international 
trade. Indeed, President-elect Obama stated 
just last week that "the auto industry is the 
backbone of American manufacturing and a 
critical part of our attempt to reduce our de- 
pendence on foreign oil. . . ." Given that our 
government recently provided a tremendous 
amount of financial assistance ($700 billion) to 
sustain our country's financial sector, | believe 
that to provide assistance with strong federal 
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oversight to our Nation's automakers is critical 
to our workforce. 

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in 
support of a bridge loan for the American 
automotive industry. 

Last month the heads of General Motors, 
Ford, and Chrysler came to Congress seeking 
a $25 bilion emergency bridge loan. They 
each flew to Washington on corporate jets 
without a credible restructuring plan for long- 
term viability and profitability. The message 
they got from Congress was, "no plan, no 
money." 

Last week the CEOs returned to Wash- 
ington with detailed plans to create new, lean, 
profitable, and competitive companies. Their 
plans include manufacturing more fuel-efficient 
cars and crossovers, concessions from the 
United Auto Workers, more streamlined com- 
panies with less brands and retail outlets, re- 
ductions in manufacturing and structural costs, 
as well as many other necessary elements to 
make the companies viable again. 

Through bipartisan negotiations with the 
White House, the Congressional leadership 
has produced legislation that offers the ailing 
automakers a $15 billion bridge loan if they 
agree to strict oversight of their finances and 
business practices. 

Many people have suggested that bank- 
ruptcy is a better option for the automakers. A 
recent study by an automotive research firm 
found that 80 percent of car buyers would 
switch brands if the vehicle they want comes 
from an automaker that has filed for bank- 
ruptcy. If the companies are forced into bank- 
ruptcy it would ultimately lead to liquidation 
which would lead to even more turmoil in our 
economy. Manufacturing facilities would close 
immediately. Hourly and salaried employees 
would lose their jobs and the small businesses 
that provide parts and services to the auto- 
motive industry would lose billions of dollars if 
the "Detroit 3" went into liquidation. These 
devastating losses would be felt nationwide 
and our economy can't afford it. 

The "Detroit 3" automakers have made nu- 
merous bad decisions in the past and no one 
has been more critical of them than | have, 
but allowing them to fail would cause a chain 
of events felt well beyond Detroit. Job losses 
would occur in every sector, from the engi- 
neers needed to design the cars, to the car 
dealership employees that make their living 
selling them. According to the Economic Pol- 
icy Institute, the U.S. could lose up to 3.3 mil- 
lion jobs if one or more of the automakers fail. 
The same study found that California alone 
could lose up to 305,900 jobs. A shutdown of 
the auto industry would have a catastrophic 
effect on an economy that is already in historic 
distress. That's why prudent steps must be 
taken to prevent this from happening. 

H.R. 7321, the Auto Industry Financing and 
Restructuring Act will give the participating 
automakers a $15 billion, 7-year bridge loan at 
а 5 percent interest rate for the first 5 years 
and a 9 percent interest rate thereafter. The 
funding for these loans will come from $25 bil- 
lion that Congress already approved in Sec- 
tion 136 of the Energy Independence and Se- 
curity Act of 2007. 

The bill incorporates strong protections and 
numerous oversight provisions to protect the 
American taxpayer. It includes the creation of 
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a “Car Czar,” a person to be appointed by the 
President in order to oversee the loan pro- 
gram. This oversight official would also have 
the power to negotiate with creditors, unions 
and other stakeholders in the restructuring 
process. 

The car companies are barred from paying 
bonuses to their executives and barred from 
paying dividends to shareholders while the 
loans are outstanding. The bill also gives the 
government an equity stake in the companies 
so that taxpayers will benefit when the compa- 
nies return to profit. It also mandates that the 
automakers submit to an audit by the Govern- 
ment Accountability Office and the Inspector 
General for the Treasury's financial bailout 
program. 

| voted "yes" today because | believe that 
the stakes are too high for the economy to not 
do anything. Without the bridge loan to the 
American automakers we will put the jobs of 
millions of Americans at risk and impose fur- 
ther strife on our economy. Their failure would 
reverberate far beyond the manufacturing sec- 
tor and a bridge loan to keep these companies 
viable while they restructure is necessary to 
protect the economy in this financial crisis. 

Mr. STUPAK. Mr. Speaker, 1 rise today in 
support of H.R. 7321, the Auto Industry Fi- 
nancing and Restructuring Act, which would 
provide $15 billion in bridge loans for the Big 
3 domestic automakers, to help them weather 
the current credit crunch and financial crisis. 

These loans are critical for the survival of 
our domestic automakers, our manufacturing 
sector, and the American middle class. 

One in ten American jobs are linked to the 
auto industry. Chrysler, Ford and General Mo- 
tors support about 5 million American jobs. 
More than 1 million American workers and re- 
tirees are directly employed or supported by 
the major automakers. Two million Americans 
receive health care benefits through the auto 
industry. An estimated 3 million jobs would be 
lost in the first year if the American auto- 
makers collapsed—nearly three times the jobs 
lost nationwide this year. 

The Ann Arbor-based Center for Automotive 
Research estimates that the collapse of the 
domestic auto industry would mean an esti- 
mated 2.5 million jobs lost over the next year, 
costing Federal, State, and local governments 
a total of $50 billion next year and $108 billion 
over the next 3 years. 

In my district, the dramatic drop in demand 
for new cars and trucks is already taking a toll 
on parts suppliers and our domestic steel in- 
dustry. At Cliffs Natural Resources' Tilden and 
Empire mines in Marquette County, reduced 
demand for iron ore to produce steel for the 
automakers has led to the layoff of 350 work- 
ers. The closure of the Dura Automotive Sys- 
tems plant in Antrim County caused 300 jobs 
to be lost. Lexamar in Boyne City had to layoff 
90 workers, Northern Tool in Mio laid off 68 
workers, H&H Tube in Cheboygan closed 
causing 60 jobs to be lost, and layoffs at more 
than a dozen other suppliers to the auto- 
makers across northern Michigan are the re- 
sult of the current economic crisis. 

What we are debating today is not new. In 
1979, the Federal Government provided 
Chrysler a $1.5 billion loan. Chrysler paid back 
the full amount with interest in 4 years, and 
operated successfully for 2 decades because 
of this assistance. 
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Why are some of my colleagues so willing 
to spend more than $700 billion to help Wall 
Street, but so hesitant to assist an industry 
that creates so many middle-class jobs? 

According to data analyzed by ABC News, 
in 2007, Wall Street's five biggest firms—Bear 
Stearns, Goldman Sachs, Lehman Brothers, 
Merrill Lynch, and Morgan Stanley—paid a 
record $39 billion in bonuses to themselves. 

Those 2007 bonuses were paid, even 
though the shareholders in those firms last 
year collectively lost about $74 billion in stock 
declines—their worst year since 2002. 

If split equally among the approximately 
186,000 employees at the former Big Five 
Houses, that bonus money means an average 
of $201,500 per employee—almost six times 
the $34,076 median household income in my 
district last year. 

Instead of preserving $200,000 bonuses, 
Congress should be preserving American mid- 
dle class jobs. 

In addition, the legislation we are consid- 
ering today has greater oversight and stronger 
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taxpayer protections than the Wall Street bail- 
out. 

There were four main principles that should 
have applied to the Wall Street bailout: trans- 
parency and accountability; no windfalls or 
golden parachutes for executives; strong over- 
sight by Congress; and effective taxpayer pro- 
tections. The Wall Street bailout final bill did 
not contain these safeguards. 

The auto loan legislation Congress is con- 
sidering today provides greater transparency, 
stronger restrictions on executive compensa- 
tion, tough oversight provisions, and more tax- 
payer protections. 

This legislation requires a commitment on 
the part of auto executives, employees, labor 
unions, dealers, suppliers, creditors and 
shareholders to participate in the restructuring 
efforts that will ensure the long-term viability of 
an industry that helped create this Nation’s 
middle class. 

The jobs of millions of middle-class Ameri- 
cans and the pensions and benefits of millions 
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more depend on a vibrant domestic auto in- 
dustry. 

The automakers are not asking for a hand- 
out. They are asking for a loan, which in the 
current credit crisis only the Federal Govern- 
ment can provide. 

This legislation includes strong protections 
for the taxpayers and 1 have every confidence 
the loans will be paid back with interest and 
the result will be a stronger auto industry and 
a stronger American economy. 


As the automakers implement restructuring 
plans and the economy improves, these loans 
will have laid the groundwork for the recall of 
laid-off workers and the creation of new jobs. 

Doing nothing is not an option. Inaction by 
Congress would cost the American taxpayers 
more than this legislation. 


| urge my colleagues to vote "yes" on this 
important loan assistance for the automakers, 
to preserve middle-class jobs and improve our 
economy while protecting taxpayers! 


Company City Date Accident type Layoffs 

acquart Fabric Products, Inc. Ironwood .... 1/29/2008 Mass Layo’ 11 
Citizens Bank Hancock 4/9/2008 Mass Layo 21 
Khoury Furnitur Kingsford 9/9/2008 Mass Layoff . 7 
ayas and Son Kingsford 10/22/2008 Plant Closi 12 
Lloyd/Flanders Мепотіпе! 11/5/2008 Mass Layo 7 
Cleveland-Cliffs (Tilden Mine) Ishpeming .. 11/7/2008 Mass Layo 200 
Cleveland Cliffs (Empire) .. Negaunee 11/7/2008 Mass Layo 151 
Pardon, Inc... Gladstone 11/24/2008 Mass Layo 10 
Engineered Machine Products Escanaba 11/24/2008 Mass Layoff . 20 
Bill Burton & Newberry .... 3/25/2008 Plant Closi 14 
Sault Tribe 0 Sault Ste. Marie .. 8/11/2008 Mass Layo 75 
& H Tube Cheboygan . 1/7/2008 Plant Closi 60 
Cooper Stan Gaylord . 8/28/2008 Mass Layo’ 8 
Northern Tool ..... Mio ........ 10/30/2008 Plant Closi 68 
Lexamar Corp. Boyne City . 2/22/2008 Mass Layo’ 90 
Maverick Me ping . Mancelona . 3/19/2008 Plant Closi 40 
Dura Automotive Systems . Mancelona . 4/1/2008 Plant Closi 300 
raverse Bay Manufacturin: Elk Rapids . 7/14/2008 Plant Closi 25 
Одама Casino .... Petoskey 8/19/2008 Mass Layo 69 
Manthei, Inc. ...... Petoskey 8/25/2008 Mass Layo’ 14 
Charlevoix Manufacturing Co. Charleviox .. 8/25/2008 Mass Layo’ 18 
Northern Michigan Review Petoskey ..... 9/12/2008 Mass Layo 1 
East Jordan Iron Works East Jordan 10/16/2008 Mass Layoff . 41 
Anchor Danley ......... Bellaire . 11/20/2008 Mass Layoff . 12 
Sure Shift Transmissions .. Kawkawlin . 3/27/2008 Plant Closi 5 
Magline, Inc. ........... Pinconning . 5/27/2008 Mass Layoff . 5 
ubular Metal Systems Pinconning . 8/6/2008 Mass Layoff . 11 
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This list is based on data from the State of Michigan, regional labor centers and media accounts. It should not be considered comprehensive. 


Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup- 
port of H.R. 7321, the Auto Industry Financing 
and Restructuring Act. It is clear that the auto 
industry itself carries a great deal of responsi- 
bility for the crisis it faces today, due to an in- 
ability or unwillingness to take the steps nec- 
essary to compete in a 21st century market. 
Nonetheless, | recognize the urgency of ex- 
tending federal loans to Detroit's automakers, 
as their collapse could trigger massive job 
losses and ripple effects throughout a wide 
range of industries. One in ten American jobs 
is linked to the domestic auto industry, and it 
is estimated that as many as 10,000 jobs 
could be affected by its failure in my home 
state of Rhode Island. 

To win my support, it was imperative that 
this bill place strict conditions and require- 
ments on the automakers receiving assist- 
ance, and | believe it meets that test. These 
companies will have to submit a final and ac- 
ceptable long-term restructuring plan by March 
31, 2009, and if adequate progress has not 
been made by February 15th, 2009 on efforts 
to stabilize the auto industry, the companies 
will be forced to repay their loan. Their re- 


structuring plans must show how the compa- 
nies will achieve long-term viability, inter- 
national competitiveness and energy effi- 
ciency. Furthermore, upon enactment of this 
bill, the administration must immediately ap- 
point a “саг czar’ to monitor the progress of 
these plans. This designee will also have veto 
power over company expenditures of more 
than $100 million. H.R. 7321 also demands 
accountability to taxpayers by banning golden 
parachutes to company executives, bonuses 
for the 25 most highly paid employees, and 
corporate jets. Finally, a company may not 
pay dividends to shareholders over the dura- 
tion of the loan. 

Mr. Speaker, our domestic car manufactur- 
ers have made some unwise business deci- 
sions in the past. However, the fall of the U.S. 
auto industry would be a devastating blow to 
our already fragile economy, impacting mil- 
lions of workers and countless businesses, 
large and small. Today, we have the oppor- 
tunity to give these companies a chance for 
survival and to point them in the right direction 
for our future needs as a country, which in- 
cludes a strong manufacturing base for fuel-ef- 


ficient vehicles. | encourage my colleagues to 
vote for H.R. 7321 and in support of the future 
of our country's auto industry. 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak- 
er, | think it is reasonable to assume that | am 
not alone when | say that my office has been 
contacted with hundreds of phone calls and e- 
mails asking Congress not to spend billions 
more to bailout the Big 3 American auto- 
makers. Congress has already asked the 
American taxpayer to stomach a $700 billion 
package of economic relief aimed at 
unfreezing the credit markets. It is wrong to 
ask American families to trust that billions in 
bailout relief for three specific companies will 
do anything but cement a dangerous and ex- 
pensive precedent for future big government 
spending and control of a vital industry in 
America. 

In fact, at this time the credit markets have 
not been unfrozen after the onslaught of this 
recent economic downturn, and | hope Con- 
gress, this current administration, and the in- 
coming administration will ensure that the pro- 
grams we have passed into law already are 
implemented and reviewed. Recent reports of 
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a failure to adequately utilize the oversight 
mechanisms outlined in the economic rescue 
package are troubling. The taxpayers deserve 
to know that we are following the letter of the 
law. 

Nevertheless, the debate today is on wheth- 
er we should give $15 billion dollars to help 
shore up the books of General Motors, Ford, 
and Chrysler. The primary argument that con- 
tinues to be made in support of this bailout is 
predicated upon the claim that bankruptcy is 
not an option. Never mind that other compa- 
nies and industries—most notably the mem- 
bers of the airline industry—have successfully 
emerged from bankruptcy stronger, more 
agile, and successful. We have a bankruptcy 
process in place, the sole purpose of which is 
to deal with circumstances similar to those 
that GM, Ford, and Chrysler face. Unfortu- 
nately, in typical Washington fashion, Con- 
gress wants to reinvent the wheel and create 
a new process and a new bureaucratic office 
in the form of a "Car Czar." Such a redundant 
proposal would be slightly less harmless were 
a $15 billion taxpayer funded price tag not 
tacked onto it. But it is. 

The bankruptcy process that already exists 
does not spell the end of a company or the 
loss of every one of their jobs. The scare tac- 
tics that have been spread around that without 
this multi-billionaire bailout, the American auto 
industry would disappear is just not the case. 
In fact, bankruptcy procedures would allow the 
companies to restructure to make them com- 
petitive in the global market. Bankruptcy is 
never an ideal situation for any company but 
it is far more preferable to spending billions of 
taxpayer dollars and ceding control to big gov- 
ernment. 

It should be noted that opposition to this 
massive bailout is not a commentary on my or 
my colleagues' support for the American auto 
industry. We represent American automotive 
dealerships, American automakers, parts man- 
ufacturers, the people they employ, and in 
many instances, we own American auto- 
mobiles. We want to see these companies 
prosper, build the future fleet of automobiles 
for the world to drive, and continue to employ 
millions of hardworking Americans. What 
many of us are unwilling to accept is the sug- 
gestion that taxpayers need to be signing the 
check to keep particular businesses in a par- 
ticular industry afloat when there is a sound, 
bankruptcy process already available. 

It is clear from every angle that the Amer- 
ican auto industry needs to make some dra- 
matic changes to their business model and to 
the current agreements they have with the 
unions who represent their employees. These 
changes will make them financially stronger 
and more competitive. It will help protect cur- 
rent and future employees. They can accom- 
plish this without a taxpayer funded bailout, 
and it would be unwise to betray the interests 
of American taxpayers by choosing to simply 
throw money at the problem. 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, no one wants to 
see the auto industry fail. | don’t want to see 
this. This would result in millions of job lost. | 
don't, however, believe this is the right ap- 
proach for the long-term viability of the Amer- 
ican auto industry and the sustainability of mil- 
lions of American workers. 

In October, the Treasury Secretary came to 
Congress asking for a $700 billion blank check 
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for the financial industry. | said then and | re- 
peat today, a quick bailout fix might work for 
a short time, but it may not be long before we 
are asked again for more tax dollars. In fact, 
some have said the $15 billion being given to 
the auto manufacturers will get them through 
to March 2009. Then what? A quick bailout fix 
might work for the short term, but without ad- 
dressing the underlying problems, we will be 
asked again for more tax dollars. 

We cannot keep passing bailout after bailout 
without fundamental reforms to help American 
workers and businesses achieve long-term 
prosperity. The plan offered today offers more 
government involvement instead of incentives 
for private-sector solutions. We are placing 
risks on the American taxpayer that private in- 
vestors are not willing to take. Furthermore, 
this bill does nothing to address economic 
competitiveness barriers faced by the Amer- 
ican automotive industry. 

| also strongly oppose the job-killing provi- 
sion contained in this bill that would ban these 
automakers from leasing or owning business 
jets. The use of business jets by company 
leaders is not why the U.S. auto industry is in 
financial trouble. This provision is a symbolic 
slap in the face to more than 1.2 million work- 
ers spread across every State whose jobs de- 
pend on general aviation. Banning our auto- 
makers from leasing or owning jets makes as 
much sense as asking them to stop using 
BlackBerrys and laptops—tools that have 
made us the most efficient and productive 
workforce in the world. 

| remain committed to working for a long- 
term solution with Democrats and Republicans 
who are willing to put the good of our country 
ahead of short-term fixes. It’s the right thing to 


do. 

Mr. HERGER. Mr Speaker, | rise in opposi- 
tion to this legislation. The truth is that the 
“Big Three” didn’t get into this position over- 
night. They are suffering from decades of poor 
management decisions, uncompetitive labor 
agreements, and failure to stay at the cutting 
edge of innovation. And while this bailout may 
provide some short-term relief for these com- 
panies, it doesn’t fix their fundamental prob- 
lems. 

My constituents want to know why their tax 
dollars should be used to bail out companies 
that haven't been willing to make the nec- 
essary changes to stay competitive. They also 
want to know where we will draw the line. Lots 
of businesses are hurting because of this re- 
cession. How many more bailouts will they be 
asked to pay for? We all know that this $14 
billion is only the first installment. Until these 
companies are thoroughly restructured and 
modernized, they will just keep coming back 
for more taxpayer money. 

As a member of the Ways and Means Com- 
mittee, I’m also concerned by the last-minute 
inclusion of a provision that requires the fed- 
eral government to insure certain leases that 
the IRS has ruled are illegal tax shelters. Tax- 
payers who play by the rules certainly don't 
want to see a bailout for agencies that partici- 
pated in questionable tax deals. The collapse 
of AIG does raise some difficult issues, but 
this provision needs more consideration and 
should not be in this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an all-around bad deal 
for the taxpayer. | urge my colleagues to vote 
“по.” 
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Mr. SKELTON. Mr. Speaker, since World 
War ll, America's middle class has been built 
and strengthened by the auto industry—not 
just by the companies that make cars and 
trucks but also by those that make parts for 
them. In Missouri, the auto industry is particu- 
larly important to our economy, creating hun- 
dreds of well paying jobs in Kansas City and 
St. Louis, and in smaller towns like Sedalia 
and Versailles. 

Sadly, because of a variety of conditions 
that have been made worse by the global 
credit crisis, the auto industry has fallen on 
terribly difficult times and is on the verge of 
collapse. The urgency of the automakers' trou- 
bles has prompted our debate today in Con- 
gress. 

The auto industry is unique in our country 
and must be given a chance to restructure 
and become more viable into the future. With- 
out assistance, the industry will likely fail and 
millions of jobs will be in jeopardy. 

Today's legislation has been carefully writ- 
ten with views incorporated from Congres- 
sional Republicans and Democrats and from 
the President. It would provide immediate help 
to the auto industry and its employees while 
simultaneously forcing them to become leaner, 
greener, and more competitive in the 21st 
century. 

The bill would authorize a loan of up to $15 
billion to the car companies in exchange for 
their promise to draw up more realistic busi- 
ness plans. To ensure the industry restruc- 
tures according to the law, a powerful "car 
czar" would manage the process and have a 
great deal of authority with respect to lending 
money and recalling loans, if necessary. 

The bill would further protect taxpayers by 
allowing them to profit from a participating 
companies' recovery and by requiring that the 
government be repaid before other lenders. It 
also would prohibit auto company share- 
holders from earning dividends during the life 
of the loans, would ban excessive corporate 
pay and the ownership of private aircraft by 
auto companies, and would require strong, 
independent oversight by the nonpartisan 
Government Accountability Office. 

| am unhappy that we find ourselves consid- 
ering a loan of such magnitude to America's 
auto industry. But, after careful consideration 
and review, | am convinced that inaction by 
Congress would be far more catastrophic to 
American workers, to the fragile economy, and 
to our country. 

Mr. CONYERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise in sup- 
port of H.R. 7321. With this vote today, the 
Congress is acting decisively to protect Amer- 
ican auto workers and dealers in every Con- 
gressional district in the country and sets De- 
troit on the path to near-term and long-term 
economic viability. 

We cannot forget that the auto industry is 
the backbone of our domestic manufacturing 
sector—the very sector which drives our econ- 
omy. Additionally, should one or more of the 
Big Three automakers fail, it would mean the 
loss of more than 100,000 jobs directly associ- 
ated with the industry in my home state of 
Michigan and more than 3 million jobs around 
the country indirectly associated with the in- 
dustry, such as auto dealers and auto part 
suppliers. 
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At the same time, | and my fellow Members 
in the Congress are wary of bailing out or re- 
warding companies that have so often pur- 
sued their own interests at the expense of the 
public good. Whether it was fighting to under- 
mine more demanding fuel efficiency stand- 
ards or dragging their feel when it came to de- 
veloping electric car and hybrid technology, 
the Big 3 are in a large way responsible for 
the predicament they find themselves in today. 

Now, the executives of Big 3 have come to 
Capitol Hill, not as titans of industry, but as 
caretakers of uncompetitive behemoths on the 
verge of collapse. They are in no position to 
make demands of the American people and 
the aid offered by the Congress today reflects 
that reality. 

| believe that the aid package offered to the 
Big 3 here today extracts real, tangible, ex- 
pansive reforms from the industry. With this 
bill we are sending a clear message to Detroit: 
If you are to survive, you must dramatically 
alter your business models, slim your cor- 
porate structure, spin off unprofitable lines, in- 
vest in the technologies of the future, and, 
above all else, cease producing the gas-guz- 
zling steel chariots of the past. There is no al- 
ternative to these reforms. This bridge loan 
will only work if it truly serves as a bridge to 
the future and not as a cushion slowing inevi- 
table decline. 

Over the last month, there has been much 
discussion about the need for a strong central 
figure to oversee the dramatic changes being 
undertaken by the auto industry. | called for 
the creation of such a position and | am heart- 
ened to see that an auto czar-type position is 
established with this legislation. 

If Detroit does its part, the Congress can 
and will do much to make the American auto 
industry the world and industry leader it once 
was. The $25 billion authorized in the 2007 
Energy Bill and appropriated by the Congress 
to retrofit the Big 35 aging factories was а 
step in the right direction. It was my hope that 
this money would be left untouched during the 
current debate, so that it could continue to fur- 
ther the original purposes the Congress in- 
tended. | remain hopeful that the $15 billion 
appropriated for the auto companies in this 
Act will be refunded when we return in Janu- 
ary with a larger Democratic majority and a 
change-minded new President. 

Let me be clear—this bill is far from perfect. 
| would have preferred that a provision that 
mandates that bridge loan recipients withdraw 
from their suit against California's higher tail- 
pipe emission standards remain in the bill. 
Stripping this provision will accomplish little. 
As my colleagues in the upper body, Senators 
DIANNE FEINSTEIN of California and BILL NEL- 
SON of Florida, have noted, GM and Ford have 
laid out business plans indicating that they in- 
tend to outperform the California fuel economy 
standards within a few years anyway. The fact 
that blocking these suits would have abso- 
lutely no effect on the Big 3’s bottom lines 
makes these taxpayer subsidized lawsuits 
even more outrageous. 

| also think we must acknowledge the fail- 
ures in leadership which have contributed to 
the dire straits the Big 3 find themselves in at 
this time. The New York Times and others 
have called for the resignation of the Big 3’s 
CEOs, citing their complicity in the current cri- 
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sis and their lack of foresight and competitive 
instincts. | support this call because even now, 
there is tremendous evidence that the leader- 
ship of the Big 3 just doesn’t get it. 

Just today, in an interview on Fox News 
Channel, GM Vice Chairman Bob Lutz stated 
that Americans want more sports utility vehi- 
cles and large pickup trucks and that small ve- 
hicles are a bad investment. 

| strongly encourage the “Auto Czar,” or 
"President's Designee” as it is referred to in 
this legislation, to push for the removal of any 
and all executives at the Big 3 who stand in 
the way of a greener, more fuel efficient auto 
industry. 

Finally, it should not go unnoticed that dur- 
ing the final legislative debate overseen by the 
43rd President of the United States, the cur- 
rent Administration chose to fight tooth and 
nail against strong measures aimed at fur- 
thering the fight against global warming and 
promoting energy independence. We are only 
here today because Treasury Secretary 
Paulson could find $300 billion to invest in 
Wall Street financiers who manipulated securi- 
ties and other financial tools for a living, but 
couldn't find $15 billion to help working men 
and women who create products made and 
consumed here in the United States of Amer- 
ica. Instead of gracefully acknowledging the 
will of the American people, this lame duck 
President yet again fought against progress. It 
is a fitting reminder of the politics that we 
leave behind with this vote today and, hope- 
fully, of the brighter days that await us. 

| encourage my colleagues to support the 
bill. 

Mr. GARY G. MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, please let the record reflect that had 
| been present to vote on final passage for 
H.R. 7321, the Auto Industry Financing and 
Restructuring Act, | would have voted “nay.” 
This bill is a vague and ambiguous attempt to 
restructure the domestic auto industry and 
lacks the specificity necessary to protect tax- 
payers. This bill does nothing to guarantee 
that once domestic automakers receive billions 
of dollars in taxpayer money that they will be- 
come independent of government funding. 

The bill was introduced after 11 a.m. on De- 
cember 10, 2008. However, the House began 
consideration of the bill at 2:30 p.m. the very 
same day. It is unreasonable to expect Mem- 
bers of Congress to take their first vote in less 
than five hours after a bill has been made 
public. If this language would have been made 
available at least 24 hours before being voted 
upon, | would have had adequate time to trav- 
el to Washington to cast this important vote. 
This is not the “open and fair government” 
that Democrats have promised. 

Other than being in Washington waiting for 
last-minute legislation to be introduced and 
voted on, Members of Congress have addi- 
tional responsibilities and other obligations to 
their constituents that are just as important. 
This week, | have been in my district meeting 
with my constituents on various issues includ- 
ing ongoing international conflicts. 

| am disappointed and appalled that Demo- 
cratic leadership has treated American tax- 
payer money in such an irresponsible manner. 

Mr. VISCLOSKY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today 
in support of H.R. 7321, the Auto Industry Fi- 
nancing and Restructuring Act. 
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| voted twice against the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008, more famil- 
iarly known as the Wall Street bailout, be- 
cause | felt that it was an irresponsible use of 
$700 billion of taxpayer dollars. There was no 
concrete plan for how those funds would be 
used or what specifically they would accom- 
plish. | opposed the Wall Street bailout be- 
cause it was in essence a blank check. 

So | thought long and hard about the pro- 
posed use of $15 billion in hard-earned tax- 
payer dollars to provide assistance to auto 
manufacturers. | have concluded that these 
are substantially different circumstances, and 
that the Auto Industry Financing and Restruc- 
turing Act represents a practical and fiscally 
responsible approach to saving millions of jobs 
and a key pillar of our fragile economy. 

| want to emphasize that the approach 
taken in this measure is in sharp contrast to 
the Wall Street bailout. | continue to believe 
that it was a mistake to blindly hand Wall 
Street everything it wanted, and to rush to 
such a decision in just seven days. The Gov- 
ernment Accountability Office released a re- 
port on December 2, 2008, that shows that the 
proper and effective distribution of those funds 
remains impaired by a lack of adequate trans- 
parency and accountability. 

Congress has taken a more measured ap- 
proach to addressing our struggling auto- 
motive industry. Congressional leaders cor- 
rectly turned down the auto manufacturers' ini- 
tial request for tens of billions of dollars with 
no strings attached. We sent the auto manu- 
facturers back to the drawing board to develop 
specific plans to restructure their operations 
and to provide a credible account for how they 
would use federal funds to build a viable in- 
dustry, with quality jobs, while protecting tax- 
payer investments. 

| am encouraged by the auto manufacturers' 
good faith efforts since that time, and | am 
pleased that this Act would provide the trans- 
parency and accountability that should have 
been built into the Wall Street bailout. In addi- 
tion to strong independent oversight by the 
GAO and a Special Inspector General, the 
auto assistance funds would be subject to rig- 
orous oversight with the government having 
full information access and veto powers over 
large industry expenditures. Auto executives 
will be held accountable for implementing their 
restructuring plans and complying with Con- 
gress' terms. The funds also would be subject 
to strict conditions, such as requirements that 
innovation funding be set aside to build ad- 
vanced technology vehicles with improved effi- 
ciency and carbon emissions. Additionally, this 
measure establishes hard deadlines for 
progress in restructuring, and includes provi- 
sions for cutting off aid if these deadlines are 
not met. 

For example, companies receiving assist- 
ance would not be allowed to pay dividends to 
their shareholders until they repay the loan, 
and the government could require immediate 
repayment from any company that does not 
make adequate progress by February 15, 
2009. Further, unlike the Wall Street bailout, 
taxpayer dollars would not simply be given to 
executives to line their pockets. These compa- 
nies would be explicitly prohibited from giving 
their highest-paid employees large bonuses or 
golden parachutes. 
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It is true that $15 billion is a significant in- 
vestment. However, given that this assistance 
is only two percent of the amount given to 
Wall Street, under the circumstances | believe 
that we have no choice but to view this as a 
moderate approach to preventing catastrophic 
job loss. It is my hope that this sober-minded 
package will function as a bridge to keep the 
auto manufacturers functioning into the next 
Administration, and provide additional time to 
figure out how to save the domestic auto- 
motive industry. 

Having said that, | intend to carefully follow 
the implementation of this program, to ensure 
that taxpayer money is spent properly. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. All time 
for debate has expired. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. LATOURETTE 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, I 
have an amendment at the desk that I 
am offering with my good friend AL 
GREEN of Texas made in order under 
the rule. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Clerk will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol- 
lows: 

Amendment printed in House Report 110- 
922 offered by Mr. LATOURETTE: 

SEC. NEW LENDING THAT IS ATTRIBUTABLE TO 


TARP INVESTMENTS AND ASSIST- 
ANCE. 

Section 7(a) of the Federal Deposit Insur- 
ance Act ( U.S.C. 1817(a)) is amended by add- 
ing at the end the following new paragraph: 

(12) LENDING INCREASES ATTRIBUTABLE TO 
INVESTMENT OR OTHER ASSISTANCE UNDER THE 
TROUBLED ASSETS RELIEF PROGRAM.— 

(А) IN GENERAL.—Each report of condition 
filed pursuant to this subsection by an in- 
sured depository institution which received 
an investment or other assistance under the 
Troubled Assets Relief Program established 
by the Emergency Economic Stabilization 
Act of 2008 or section 136(d) of the Energy 
Independence and Security Act of 2007 shall 
report the amount of any increase in new 
lending in the period covered by such report 
(or the amount of any reduction in any de- 
crease in new lending) that is attributable to 
such investment or assistance, to the extent 
possible. 

*(B) ALTERNATIVE MEASURE.—If an insured 
depository institution that is subject to sub- 
paragraph (A) cannot accurately quantify 
the effect that an investment or other assist- 
ance under such Troubled Assets Relief Pro- 
gram has had on new lending by the institu- 
tion, the insured depository institution shall 
report the total amount of the increase in 
new lending, if any, in the period covered by 
such report." 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to House Resolution 1534, the gen- 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE) 
and a Member opposed each will con- 
trol 5 minutes. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, in very shaky opposition, I 
start out claiming the time, but I am 
open minded on the subject, so I claim 
the 5 minutes. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts will be rec- 
ognized in opposition for 5 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Ohio. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. I thank the Chair 
for his wholehearted opposition to the 
amendment. 
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Basically a couple things. I want to 
thank the chairwoman of the Rules 
Committee, Ms. SLAUGHTER, for mak- 
ing this rule in order and give a shout 
out to BETTY SUTTON, my fellow Ohi- 
oan who is on the committee that ad- 
vocated that this be made in order. 
And I don’t know if the Speaker is still 
on the floor, but, Madam Speaker, you 
can now take credit that this was the 
only amendment offered. It’s made in 
order. You have a complete open rule 
on this piece of legislation; so it’s a 
day of celebration. 

The way this came about is to date 
we have given away about $335 billion 
of TARP money, a bill that I opposed 
along with a number of my colleagues, 
and the intended purpose doesn’t ap- 
pear to have happened. People aren’t 
being kept in their homes. People have 
to have perfect credit scores to buy a 
car, and they’re using the funds, some 
banks, to buy other banks. In Cleve- 
land, PNC will use $7 billion to buy Na- 
tional City Bank. 

This amendment is simple. Chairman 
FRANK has had excellent oversight 
hearings, but the fact of the matter is 
the answer we are getting from Treas- 
ury is there’s no way to track this, and 
they say the bankers come in and say, 
sure, we’re going to spend the money 
the way we are supposed to, but nobody 
knows. It’s inconceivable to me that 
we can’t figure out where the money is 
going and they can’t be made to certify 
that they’re spending it for what we 
thought they would spend it for. So I 
called Chairman FRANK, and I said can 
we get this done? And he said, well, 
find AL GREEN. And I called AL GREEN, 
and we worked together on a stand- 
alone bill. This may be the last day 
we're going to be here until the next 
administration comes in. I think we 
need to know where the 335 went before 
January 20. 

So knowing this legislation was com- 
ing up, we drafted an amendment, AL 
GREEN and I, and we are going to intro- 
duce a stand-alone bill tomorrow, I 
guess. But it basically says that if 
you’ve taken $400 billion of TARP 
money, you have to certify on your 
quarterly report that you’ve engaged 
in new lending and show us how you’ve 
done it and if not, why not. And it’s a 
reasonable amendment. I urge support. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, as evidence of my open-mind- 
edness here and being willing to listen, 
I will yield 2 minutes to our very able 
committee colleague and cosponsor of 
this amendment, Mr. GREEN. 

Mr. AL GREEN of Texas. Thank you, 
Mr. Chairman, for yielding. And I espe- 
cially thank the chairman for the out- 
standing job that he’s done on the 
broader bill. I thank Mr. LATOURETTE 
for the service that he has rendered 
with reference to putting this amend- 
ment together. While I take a small 
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amount of assurance in knowing that I 
may have been there, it was really his 
stalwart work that made the difference 
in getting the amendment through. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to say 
that this amendment is one that 
should please persons on both sides of 
the aisle. Today in the Financial Serv- 
ices hearing there was much talk about 
transparency and talk of how we 
should be able to acquire the empirical 
evidence to ascertain whether or not 
new lending is taking place. This piece 
of legislation, this amendment, will, in 
fact, allow us to get some idea as to 
what’s happening with the money as it 
relates to transparency. 

So I thank the chairman for allowing 
this opportunity to speak on the 
amendment, and I thank Mr. LATOU- 
RETTE for his outstanding work on the 
amendment. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time before I yield to my next 
speaker, I just want to say that Mr. 
GREEN is hiding his light under a bush- 
el basket. His assistance in the draft- 
ing of not only this amendment but 
also the stand-alone legislation was in- 
valuable, and I appreciate Chairman 
FRANK putting the two of us together. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time it’s my 
pleasure to yield 1 minute to my col- 
league from Cleveland, Ohio, Congress- 
man KUCINICH. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
support of the LaTourette amendment. 

Transparency is vital to the success 
of the congressional action with the 
TARP, and we know that when Con- 
gress intended to get help for con- 
sumers, unless you have transparency, 
you don’t know if consumers are actu- 
ally going to be helped. The LaTou- 
rette amendment resolves that ques- 
tion. I thank him for introducing it, 
and I urge its approval. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Mr. Speaker, at 
this time it’s my pleasure to yield 30 
seconds to the distinguished ranking 
member of the Financial Services Com- 


mittee, Mr. BACHUS of Alabama. 
2000 
Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, in the 


capital injection program, the bank 
signed a statement that they will use 
the money for the purpose intended, 
and that purpose is to lend. This 
amendment will give an assist to that. 

They are not lending. They should 
lend. They were given money to lend. 
They have signed a document that they 
will lend, and this will go a long way 
towards ensuring that. So I rise in sup- 
port of the amendment. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. I don’t have any 
further speakers, and I would just yield 
myself the balance of the time and in- 
dicate that I think it’s a good amend- 
ment. 

Listen, we were told, even though I 
didn’t support the TARP Program, we 
were told, it was advertised as this 
money was going to free up credit, free 
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up interbank lending, help people buy 
cars, help people who are subject to 
foreclosure stay in their homes. Just 
today, on the front page or in the busi- 
ness section of the Wall Street Journal, 
one of the companies that has received 
billions of dollars is now engaged in 
about $10 billion of speculative losses 
rather than doing the intended pur- 
pose. 

All this amendment says is until the 
Obama administration gets in place, in 
fact, they have to file, on their report, 
on December 30, that if they took 
money, if they wanted to participate— 
nobody put а gun at their head and said 
you have to participate—but if you 
participate in the program, and you 
take billions of dollars from the tax- 
payer, you have to demonstrate that 
you are engaged in new lending. That's 
all there is to it. 

In the brief amount of time that I 
have left, I would just ask the chair- 
man a procedural question. 

I think it’s a good oversight vote 
that every Member would want to be 
recorded on. I am mindful of people 
wanting to catch airplanes. Do you 
think we should have à recorded vote 
on this or not? 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. If the 
gentleman will yield, yes, we will have 
а recorded vote on this. 

Mr. LATOURETTE. Perfect. 

I yield back the balance of my time, 
urge support of the amendment and 
thank Mr. GREEN for his help. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. I be- 
lieve I have 3 minutes remaining? 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen- 
tleman has 3% minutes remaining. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Well, I 
intend to use the 3% minutes to speak 
enthusiastically for this amendment 
now for а couple of reasons. 

First, the merits of the amendment. 
We were told by the Treasury Depart- 
ment that they would get more lending 
done. Some people unfairly said that 
the bill we passed didn't have good 
oversight. It had a number of pieces of 
oversight, including the best oversight 
you can have in this Federal Govern- 
ment, the Government Accountability 
Office, an outstanding organization. 

We worked with them, and they were 
there on the first day of this program. 
We had a briefing with them. They 
have given us a report, and the report 
said that Treasury was not doing а 
good job of seeing whether the people 
who received the capital injections 
were, in turn, lending. 

We heard that anecdotally, we got а 
confirmation that "Treasury wasn't 
measuring. What particularly  dis- 
tressed me was Treasury didn't say, 
well, you don't understand how hard it 
is. Treasury said, you are right, we are 
not going to try, that we will judge the 
overall success of the program without 
doing that. 

Now, I will give Mr. Kashkari credit. 
Today, at a hearing we held—and we 
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called à hearing just to deal with this 
issue—he indicated they now do plan to 
do it. But I think given the initial re- 
luctance, this amendment is very im- 
portant. 

For Members who voted for the 
TARP and want to see that vote vindi- 
cated, you need to vote for this amend- 
ment, because it makes it valid. But 
there is one other thing you have to do. 
Let me ask you another procedural 
question. This is the last train out of 
the legislative station this year. 

So I would advise Members, if you be- 
lieve that we need to put pressure on 
the Treasury to have the TARP do 
more lending, you have to do two 
things. You have to vote for the 
LaTourette amendment, but then you 
have to vote for the underlying bill. 
Because I would advise Members, if you 
vote for the LaTourette amendment, 
and you then vote against the bill, Mr. 
Speaker, I would caution Members 
going back to their districts and tak- 
ing credit for having voted for an 
amendment into à vehicle which they 
then crashed into the sea. 

So the only way the LaTourette 
amendment will have any effect, and I 
hope it will have effect because it's im- 
portant, is if the bill to which it is 
about to be attached passes. 

So I congratulate the gentleman on 
an extraordinary amendment. I am en- 
vious that I didn't think of this strat- 
egy to help get the bill passed, but I 
will acknowledge my strategic better 
in this case. That may sound ironic, 
but it's the case. 

If you vote for the LaTourette 
amendment—which I think does а very 
important job of improving Ше 
TARP—and you then vote against this 
bill, you have completely and totally 
negated it. 

Now you may, Mr. Speaker, have 
Members here who find it of value to be 
on both sides of this issue, to take 
credit for improving the TARP in the- 
ory, but disimproving it in practice, 
but I would hope that most of us would 
not want to be in that position. So I 
urge Members to vote for this, and hav- 
ing voted for this important thing, the 
gentleman is right, the gentleman from 
Ohio, he did put it in à separate bill. 
But that separate bill is not going any- 
where. 

There will be no further legislative 
work. So if you believe that we need to 
have the banks who have not been 
lending, and who have received part of 
the TARP, relend, vote for the amend- 
ment, and vote for the underlying bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to House Resolution 1534, the pre- 
vious question is ordered on the bill 
and on the amendment by the gen- 
tleman from Ohio (Mr. LATOURETTE). 

The question is on the amendment 
offered by the gentleman from Ohio. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 
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RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, I demand a recorded vote. 

А recorded vote was ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de- 
vice, and there were—ayes 403, noes 0, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 29, as 


follows: 


[Roll No. 689] 


AYES—403 

Abercrombie Costello Hinojosa 
Ackerman Courtney Hirono 
Aderholt Cramer Hobson 
Akin Crenshaw Hodes 
Alexander Crowley Hoekstra 
Allen Cuellar Holden 
Altmire Culberson Holt 
Andrews Cummings Honda 
Arcuri Davis (AL) Hoyer 
Baca Davis (CA) Hulshof 
Bachmann Davis (IL) Hunter 
Bachus Davis (KY) Inglis (SC) 
Baird Davis, David Inslee 
Baldwin Davis, Lincoln Israel 
Barrett (SC) Deal (GA) Issa 
Barrow DeFazio Jackson (IL) 
Bartlett (MD) DeGette Jackson-Lee 
Barton (TX) DeLauro (TX) 
Bean Dent Jefferson 
Becerra Diaz-Balart, L. Johnson (GA) 
Berkley Diaz-Balart, M. Johnson (IL) 
Berman Dicks Johnson, Sam 
Berry Dingell Jones (NC) 
Biggert Doggett Jordan 
Bilbray Donnelly Kagen 
Bilirakis Doyle Kanjorski 
Bishop (GA) Drake Kaptur 
Bishop (NY) Dreier Kennedy 
Bishop (UT) Duncan Kildee 
Blackburn Edwards (MD) Kilpatrick 
Blumenauer Edwards (TX) Kind 
Blunt Ehlers King (IA) 
Boehner Ellsworth King (NY) 
Bonner Emerson Kingston 
Bono Mack Engel Kirk 
Boozman English (PA) Klein (FL) 
Boren Eshoo Kline (MN) 
Boswell Etheridge Knollenberg 
Boucher Fallin Kucinich 
Boustany Farr LaHood 
Boyd (FL) Fattah Lamborn 
Boyda (KS) Feeney Lampson 
Brady (PA) Ferguson Langevin 
Brady (TX) Filner Larsen (WA) 
Braley (IA) Flake Larson (CT) 
Broun (GA) Forbes Latham 
Brown (SC) Fortenberry LaTourette 
Brown, Corrine Fossella Latta 
Brown-Waite, Foster Lee 

Ginny Foxx Levin 
Buchanan Frank (MA) Lewis (CA) 
Burgess Franks (AZ) Lewis (GA) 
Burton (IN) Frelinghuysen Lewis (KY) 
Butterfield Fudge Linder 
Buyer Gallegly Lipinski 
Calvert Garrett (NJ) LoBiondo 
Camp (MI) Gerlach Loebsack 
Cannon Giffords Lofgren, Zoe 
Cantor Gillibrand Lowey 
Capito Gingrey Lucas 
Capps Gohmert Lungren, Daniel 
Capuano Gonzalez E. 
Cardoza Goode Lynch 
Carnahan Goodlatte Mack 
Carney Granger Mahoney (FL) 
Carson Graves Maloney (NY) 
Carter Green, Al Manzullo 
Castle Green, Gene Marchant 
Castor Grijalva Markey 
Cazayoux Hall (NY) Marshall 
Chabot Hall (TX) Matheson 
Chandler Hare Matsui 
Childers Harman McCarthy (CA) 
Clarke Hastings (WA) McCarthy (NY) 
Clay Hayes McCaul (TX) 
Clyburn Heller McCollum (MN) 
Coble Hensarling McCotter 
Cohen Herger McCrery 
Cole (OK) Herseth Sandlin McDermott 
Conaway Higgins McGovern 
Conyers Hill McHenry 
Cooper Hinchey McHugh 
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MoIntyre Rahall Souder 
McKeon Ramstad Space 
McMorris Rangel Speier 
Rodgers Regula Spratt 
McNerney Rehberg Stark 
McNulty Reichert Stearns 
Meek (FL) Reyes Stupak 
Meeks (NY) Reynolds Sullivan 
Melancon Richardson Sutton 
Mica Rodriguez т 
Michaud Rogers (AL) EDS 
Miller (FL) Rogers (KY) Taylor 
Miller (MI) Rogers (MI) HS 
Miller (NC) Ros-Lehtinen Той, me 
Miller, George Roskam s ompson (CA) 
Mitchell Ross Thompson (MS) 
Mollohan Rothman Thornberry 
Moore (KS) Roybal-Allard iahrt 
Moore (WI) Royce Tiberi 
Moran (KS) Ruppersberger Tierney 
Moran (VA) Rush Towns 
Murphy (CT) Ryan (OH) Tsongas 
Murphy, Patrick Ryan (WI) Turner 
Murphy, Tim Salazar Udall (CO) 
Murtha Sali Udall (NM) 
Musgrave Sanchez, Linda Upton 
Myrick T. Van Hollen 
Nadler Sanchez, Loretta Velazquez 
Napolitano Sarbanes Visclosky 
Neal (MA) Scalise Walden (OR) 
Neugebauer Schakowsky Walsh (NY) 
Oberstar Schiff Walz (MN) 
Obey Schmidt Wamp 
Olver Schwartz " 
Ortiz Scott (GA) MS 
Pallone Scott (VA) Waters 
Pascrell Serrano Watt 
Pastor Sessions Waxman 
Paul Sestak Weiner 
Payne Shadegg 
Pearce Shays Welch (VT) 
Pence Shea-Porter Weller 
Perlmutter Sherman Westmoreland 
Peterson (MN) Shimkus Wexler 
Petri Shuler Whitfield (KY) 
Pickering Shuster Wilson (NM) 
Pitts Simpson Wilson (OH) 
Platts Sires Wilson (SC) 
Poe Skelton Wittman (VA) 
Pomeroy Slaughter Wolf 
Porter Smith (NE) Woolsey 
Price (GA) Smith (NJ) Wu 
Price (NC) Smith (TX) Yarmuth 
Putnam Smith (WA) Young (AK) 
Radanovich Solis Young (FL) 


ANSWERED '*PRESENT'—1 
Campbell (CA) 
NOT VOTING—29 


Cleaver Gutierrez Renzi 

Costa Hastings (FL) Rohrabacher 
Cubin Hooley Saxton 
Delahunt Johnson, E. B. Sensenbrenner 
Doolittle Keller Snyder 
Ellison Kuhl (NY) Tancredo 
Emanuel Miller, Gary Walberg 
Everett Nunes 

Gilchrest Peterson (PA) Es d (FL) 
Gordon Pryce (OH) 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). There are 2 minutes remain- 
ing in this vote. 
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Mr. FLAKE changed his vote from 
*no" to “aye.” 

So the amendment was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the engrossment and 
third reading of the bill. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, and was read the 
third time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the passage of the bill. 


The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 


RECORDED VOTE 


Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Speaker, I demand 
a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 

The vote was taken by electronic de- 
vice, and there were—ayes 237, noes 170, 
answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 26, as 


follows: 


Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 

Baca 

Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Buyer 
Camp (MI) 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castle 
Castor 
Cazayoux 
Chandler 
Clarke 

Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doyle 
Edwards (MD) 
Edwards (TX) 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 

Fattah 
Foster 
Frank (MA) 
Frelinghuysen 
Fudge 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 


[Roll No. 690] 
AYES—237 


Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Hunter 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 
(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Klein (FL) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
LaHood 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Markey 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHugh 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 


Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Pelosi 
Perlmutter 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (NC) 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Reyes 
Richardson 
Rogers (MI) 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sanchez, Linda 
T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Speier 
Spratt 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Tsongas 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velazquez 
Visclosky 
Walsh (NY) 
Wasserman 
Schultz 
Waters 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
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Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 


Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono Mack 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Brady (TX) 
Broun (GA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 
Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Calvert 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Cardoza 
Carter 
Chabot 
Childers 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Cooper 
Crenshaw 
Culberson 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
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Woolsey 
Wu 


NOES—170 


Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Hobson 
Hulshof 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
King (IA) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Lamborn 
Latham 
Latta 
Lewis (CA) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 
E. 
Mack 
Marchant 
Marshall 
Matheson 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 
Rodgers 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Mitchell 
Moran (KS) 
Musgrave 


Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 


Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 

Paul 

Pearce 

Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Price (GA) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 


Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 

Sali 

Saxton 
Scalise 
Schmidt 
Sessions 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Stark 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 

Tiberi 
Turner 
Walden (OR) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 

Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield (KY) 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wittman (VA) 
Wolf 

Young (FL) 


ANSWERED ‘“‘PRESENT’’—1 


Costa 
Cubin 
Delahunt 
Doolittle 
Ellison 
Emanuel 
Everett 
Gilchrest 
Gordon 


Campbell (CA) 


NOT VOTING—26 


Gutierrez 
Hastings (FL) 
Hooley 
Johnson, E. B. 
Keller 

Kuhl (NY) 
Miller, Gary 
Peterson (PA) 
Pryce (OH) 
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So the bill was passed. 
The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 


the table. 


ES 


Renzi 
Rohrabacher 
Sensenbrenner 
Snyder 
Tancredo 
Walberg 
Watson 
Weldon (FL) 


MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE 
A message from the Senate by Ms. 


Curtis, one of its clerks, 


announced 


that the Senate has passed without 
amendment bills of the House of the 
following titles: 
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Н.В. 6184. An act to provide for а program 
for circulating quarter dollar coins that are 
emblematic of à national park or other na- 
tional site in each State, the District of Co- 
lumbia, and each territory of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7311. An act to authorize appropria- 
tions for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 for the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, 
to enhance measures to combat trafficking 
in persons, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
Senate has passed a bill and à Joint 
Resolution of the following titles in 
which the concurrence of the House is 
requested: 

S. 3731. An act to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division 
A of Public Law 110-343) to provide the Spe- 
cial Inspector General with additional au- 
thorities and responsibilities, and for other 
purposes. 

S.J. Res. 46. Joint resolution ensuring that 
the compensation and other emoluments at- 
tached to the office of Secretary of State are 
those which were in effect on January 1, 2007. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to Public Law 101-549, the 
Chair, on behalf of the Majority Lead- 
er, appoints the following individuals 
to the Board of Directors of the Mickey 
Leland National Urban Air Toxics Re- 
search Center: 

Jane Delgado, of the District of Co- 
lumbia. 

John Hiatt, of Nevada. 


a 


WORKER, RETIREE, AND 
EMPLOYER RECOVERY ACT OF 2008 


Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Commit- 
tees on Ways and Means and Education 
and Labor be discharged from further 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 7327) to 
make technical corrections related to 
the Pension Protection Act of 2006, and 
for other purposes, and ask for its im- 
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
LAMPSON). Is there objection to the re- 
quest of the gentleman from North Da- 
kota? 

There was no objection. 

The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 7327 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 
(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 

the ‘‘Worker, Retiree, and Employer Recov- 

ery Act of 2008”. 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con- 
tents for this Act is as follows: 

Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 

TITLE I—TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS RE- 
LATED TO THE PENSION PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2006 

Sec. 100. References in title. 

Subtitle A—Technical Corrections Related 

to the Pension Protection Act of 2006 

Sec. 101. Amendments related to Title I. 

Sec. 102. Amendments related to title II. 

Sec. 103. Amendments related to title III. 

Sec. 104. Amendments related to title IV. 
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105. 
106. 
107. 
108. 
109. 
110. 


Amendments related to title V. 
Amendments related to title VI. 
Amendments related to title VII. 
Amendments related to title VIII. 
Amendments related to title IX. 
Amendments related to title X. 
111. Amendments related to title XI. 
112. Effective date. 

Subtitle B—Other Provisions 


121. Amendments Related to Sections 
102 and 112 of the Pension Pro- 
tection Act of 2006. 

122. Modification of interest rate as- 
sumption required with respect 
to certain small employer 
plans. 

Determination of market rate of 
return for governmental plans. 

Treatment of certain reimburse- 
ments from governmental plans 
for medical care. 

Rollover of amounts received in 
airline carrier bankruptcy to 
Roth IRAs. 

Determination of asset value for 
special airline funding rules. 
Modification of penalty for failure 
to file partnership returns. 
Modification of penalty for failure 
to file S corporation returns. 

TITLE II—PENSION PROVISIONS 

RELATING TO ECONOMIC CRISIS 


201. Temporary waiver of required min- 
imum distribution rules for cer- 
tain retirement plans and ac- 
counts. 

Transition rule clarification. 

Temporary modification of applica- 
tion of limitation on benefit ac- 
cruals. 

Temporary delay of designation of 
multiemployer plans as in en- 
dangered or critical status. 

Temporary extension of the fund- 
ing improvement and rehabili- 
tation periods for multiem- 
ployer pension plans in critical 
and endangered status for 2008 
or 2009. 

TITLE I—TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS RE- 
LATED TO THE PENSION PROTECTION 
ACT OF 2006 

SEC. 100. REFERENCES IN TITLE. 

For purposes of this title: 

(1) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—The term 
“1986 Code" means the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986. 

(2) AMENDMENT OF ERISA.—The term 
“ERISA” means the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974. 

(3) 2006 AcT.—The term ‘‘2006 Act" means 
the Pension Protection Act of 2006. 


Subtitle A—Technical Corrections Related to 
the Pension Protection Act of 2006 
SEC. 101. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE I. 

(а) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 101 
AND 111.— 

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.— 

(A) Clause (i) of section 302(c)(1)(A) of 
ERISA is amended by striking ‘‘the plan is" 
and inserting ‘‘the plan are". 

(B) Section 302(c)(7) of ERISA is amended 
by inserting ‘‘which reduces the accrued ben- 
efit of any participant" after ‘‘subsection 
(4)(2) in subparagraph (A). 

(С) Section 302(d)(1) of ERISA is amended 
by striking ‘‘, the valuation date,’’. 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.— 

(A) Clause (i) of section 412(c)(1)(A) of the 
1986 Code is amended by striking ‘‘the plan 
is" and inserting ‘‘the plan are’’. 

(B) Section 412(c)(7) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘which reduces the ac- 


Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 
Sec. 


Sec. 


Sec. 


Sec. 123. 


Sec. 124. 


Sec. 125. 


Sec. 126. 


Sec. 127. 


Sec. 128. 


Sec. 


202. 
203. 


Sec. 
Sec. 


204. 


Sec. 


Sec. 205. 
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crued benefit of any participant” after ‘‘sub- 
section (d)(2)" in subparagraph (A). 

(C) Section 412(d)(1) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘, the valuation date,". 

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 102 
AND 112.— 

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.— 

(A) Section 303(b) of ERISA is amended to 
read as follows: 

*(b) TARGET NORMAL COST.—For purposes 
of this section: 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (i)(2) with respect to plans in at- 
risk status, the term ‘target normal cost’ 
means, for any plan year, the excess of— 

**(A) the sum of— 

(1) the present value of all benefits which 
are expected to accrue or to be earned under 
the plan during the plan year, plus 

“(ii) the amount of plan-related expenses 
expected to be paid from plan assets during 
the plan year, over 

“(В) the amount of mandatory employee 
contributions expected to be made during 
the plan year. 

*(2 SPECIAL RULE FOR INCREASE IN COM- 
PENSATION.—For purposes of this subsection, 
if any benefit attributable to services per- 
formed in а preceding plan year is increased 
by reason of any increase in compensation 
during the current plan year, the increase in 
such benefit shall be treated as having ac- 
crued during the current plan year.’’. 

(B) Section 303(с)(5)(В)(1іі) of ERISA is 
amended by inserting ‘‘beginning’’ before 
“after 2008". 

(С) Section 303(с)(5)(В)(1іу)(П) of ERISA is 
amended by inserting ‘‘for such year" after 
“beginning in 2007)”. 

(D) Section 303(f)(4)(A) of ERISA is amend- 
ed by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)" and inserting 
“paragraph (3)’’. 

(E) Section 303(h)(2)(F) of ERISA is amend- 
ed— 

(i) by striking ‘‘section 205(g)(8)(B)(iii)(D) 
for such month" and inserting ‘‘section 
205(g)(3)(B)GiiXI for such month)", and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (В)” and in- 
serting ‘‘subparagraph (C)’’. 

(F) Section 303(i) of ERISA is amended— 

(i) in paragraph (2)— 

(I) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert- 
ing the following new subparagraph: 

**(A) the excess of— 

**(1) the sum of— 

*(D) the present value of all benefits which 
are expected to accrue or to be earned under 
the plan during the plan year, determined 
using the additional actuarial assumptions 
described in paragraph (1)(B), plus 

"(ID the amount of plan-related expenses 
expected to be paid from plan assets during 
the plan year, over 

“(11) the amount of mandatory employee 
contributions expected to be made during 
the plan year, plus’’, and 

(ID in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘the 
target normal cost (determined without re- 
gard to this paragraph) of the plan for the 
plan year" and inserting ‘һе amount deter- 
mined under subsection (b)(1)(A)(i) with re- 
spect to the plan for the plan year", and 

(11) by striking ‘“‘subparagraph (A)(ii)’’ in 
the last sentence of paragraph (4)(B) and in- 
serting ‘‘subparagraph (A)’’. 

(G) Section 303(])(3) of ERISA— 

(i) is amended by adding at the end of sub- 
paragraph (A) the following new sentence: 
*In the case of plan years beginning in 2008, 
the funding shortfall for the preceding plan 
year may be determined using such methods 
of estimation as the Secretary of the Treas- 
огу may provide.", 

(ii) by adding at the end of subparagraph 
(E) the following new clause: 
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0111) PLAN WITH ALTERNATE VALUATION 
DATE.—The Secretary of the Treasury shall 
prescribe regulations for the application of 
this paragraph in the case of à plan which 
has à valuation date other than the first day 
of the plan year.’’, and 

(iii) by striking ‘‘AND SHORT YEARS" in the 
heading of subparagraph (E) and inserting ‘‘, 
SHORT YEARS, AND YEARS WITH ALTERNATE 
VALUATION DATE”. 

(Н) Section 303(k)(6)(B) of ERISA is amend- 
ed by striking *', except” and all that follows 
and inserting a period. 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.— 

(A) Section 430(b) of the 1986 Code is 
amended to read as follows: 

(р) TARGET NORMAL COST.—For purposes 
of this section: 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subsection (i)(2) with respect to plans in at- 
risk status, the term ‘target normal cost’ 
means, for any plan year, the excess of— 

**(A) the sum of— 

**(1) the present value of all benefits which 
are expected to accrue or to be earned under 
the plan during the plan year, plus 

“(ii) the amount of plan-related expenses 
expected to be paid from plan assets during 
the plan year, over 

“(В) the amount of mandatory employee 
contributions expected to be made during 
the plan year. 

(2) SPECIAL RULE FOR INCREASE IN COM- 
PENSATION.—For purposes of this subsection, 
if any benefit attributable to services per- 
formed in a preceding plan year is increased 
by reason of any increase in compensation 
during the current plan year, the increase in 
such benefit shall be treated as having ac- 
crued during the current plan year.’’. 

(B) Section 430(c)(5)(B)(iii) of the 1986 Code 
is amended by inserting ‘‘beginning’’ before 
“after 2008". 

(С) Section 430(c)(5)B)Gv)YII) of the 1986 
Code is amended by inserting ‘‘for such 
year" after beginning in 2007)”. 

(D) Section 430(f) of the 1986 Code is amend- 
ed— 

(1) by striking “аз of the first day of the 
plan year" the second place it appears in the 
first sentence of paragraph (3)(A), 

(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)" in para- 
graph (4)(А) and inserting ‘‘paragraph (3)", 

(iii) by striking paragraph (1), (2), or (4) of 
section 206(g)" in paragraph (6)(B)(iii) and in- 
serting ‘‘subsection (b), (c), or (e) of section 
436", 

(iv) by striking ‘‘the sum о?” in paragraph 
(6)(O), and 

(v) by striking ‘‘of the Treasury" in para- 
graph (8). 

(E) Section 430(h)2) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) by inserting “апа target normal cost” 
after "funding target” in subparagraph (B), 

(ii) by striking liabilities" and inserting 
“benefits” in subparagraph (B), 

(iii) by striking ‘‘section 417(e)(3)(D)(i)) for 
such month" in subparagraph (F) and insert- 
ing "section 417(e)(3)(D)(i) for such month)", 
and 

(iv) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (B)'" in sub- 
paragraph (F) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph 
(©. 

(F) Section 430(i) of the 1986 Code is amend- 
ed— 

(i) in paragraph (2)— 

(I) by striking subparagraph (A) and insert- 
ing the following new subparagraph: 

“(A) the excess of— 

“(i) the sum of— 

*(D the present value of all benefits which 
are expected to accrue or to be earned under 
the plan during the plan year, determined 
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using the additional actuarial assumptions 
described in paragraph (1)(B), plus 

*"(ID the amount of plan-related expenses 
expected to be paid from plan assets during 
the plan year, over 

“Gi) the amount of mandatory employee 
contributions expected to be made during 
the plan year, plus”, and 

(ID in subparagraph (B), by striking ‘‘the 
target normal cost (determined without re- 
gard to this paragraph) of the plan for the 
plan year" and inserting ‘‘the amount deter- 
mined under subsection (b)(1)(A)(i) with re- 
spect to the plan for the plan year", and 

(11) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (A)Gdi)" in 
the last sentence of paragraph (4)(B) and in- 
serting ‘‘subparagraph (A)’’. 

(б) Section 430(j(3) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) by adding at the end of subparagraph 
(A) the following new sentence: ‘‘In the case 
of plan years beginning in 2008, the funding 
shortfall for the preceding plan year may be 
determined using such methods of esti- 
mation as the Secretary may provide.", 

(ii) by striking ‘‘section 302(c)’’ in subpara- 
graph (D)GiXII and inserting ‘‘section 
412(0)", 

(iii) by adding at the end of subparagraph 
(E) the following new clause: 

“Gii) PLAN WITH ALTERNATE VALUATION 
DATE.—The Secretary shall prescribe regula- 
tions for the application of this paragraph in 
the case of a plan which has a valuation date 
other than the first day of the plan year.", 
and 

(iv) by striking ‘‘AND SHORT YEARS” in the 
heading of subparagraph (E) and inserting *', 
SHORT YEARS, AND YEARS WITH ALTERNATE 
VALUATION DATE”. 

(H) Section 430(k) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) by inserting ‘‘(as provided under para- 
graph (2))" after applies" in paragraph (1), 
and 

(11) by striking *', except” and all that fol- 
lows in paragraph (6)(B) and inserting a pe- 
riod. 

(3) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
subparagraph (B), the amendments made by 
paragraphs (DA), (1(Е)(1), (2)(A), and 
(2)(F)(i) shall apply to plan years beginning 
after December 31, 2008. 

(B) ELECTION FOR EARLIER APPLICATION.— 
The amendments made by such paragraphs 
shall apply to a plan for the first plan year 
beginning after December 31, 2007, if the plan 
sponsor makes the election under this sub- 
paragraph. An election under this subpara- 
graph shall be made at such time and in such 
manner as the Secretary of the Treasury or 
the Secretary’s delegate may prescribe, and, 
once made, may be revoked only with the 
consent of the Secretary. 


(c) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 103 
AND 113.— 

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.— 

(A) Section 101(j) of ERISA is amended— 

(i) in paragraph (2), by striking ‘‘section 
206(g)(4)(B)" and inserting “section 
206(g)(4)(A)"; and 

(11) by adding at the end the following: 
“The Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta- 
tion with the Secretary, shall have the au- 
thority to prescribe rules applicable to the 
notices required under this subsection.’’. 

(B) Section 206(g)10)0B)üi) of ERISA is 
amended by striking “а funding" and insert- 
ing “ап adjusted funding”. 

(C) The heading for section 206(g)1)(C) of 
ERISA is amended by inserting ' BENEFIT" 
after “EVENT”. 


December 10, 2008 


(D) Section 206(g)(3)(E) of ERISA is amend- 
ed by adding at the end the following new 
flush sentence: 


“Such term shall not include the payment of 
a benefit which under section 203(e) may be 
immediately distributed without the consent 
of the participant.". 

(E) Section 206(¢)(5)(A)(iv) of ERISA is 
amended by inserting adjusted" before 
"funding". 

(F) Section 206(g)(9)(C) of ERISA is amend- 
ed— 

(i) by striking ‘‘without regard to this sub- 
paragraph and" in clause (i), and 

(ii) in clause (iii)— 

(D by striking ‘‘without regard to this sub- 
paragraph” and inserting ‘“‘without regard to 
the reduction in the value of assets under 
section 303(f)(4)", and 

(ID by inserting "beginning" 
“after” each place it appears. 

(G) Section 206(g) of ERISA is amended by 
redesignating paragraph (10) as paragraph 
(11) and by inserting after paragraph (9) the 
following new paragraph: 

(10) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY FOR PLANS 
WITH ALTERNATE VALUATION DATE.—In the 
case of а plan which has designated a valu- 
ation date other than the first day of the 
plan year, the Secretary of the Treasury 
may prescribe rules for the application of 
this subsection which are necessary to re- 
flect the alternate valuation date.’’. 

(Н) Section 502(c)(4) of ERISA is amended 
by striking “®у any person" and all that fol- 
lows through the period and inserting ‘‘by 
any person of subsection (j), (K), or (1) of sec- 
tion 101 or section 514(e)(3).’’. 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.— 

(A) Section 436(b)2) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘section 308" and inserting 
“section 430" in the matter preceding sub- 
paragraph (A), and 

(11) by striking “а funding" and inserting 
*an adjusted funding" in subparagraph (B). 

(B) Section 486(b)(3) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘BENEFIT’’ after *^EVENT"' in 
the heading, and 

(11) by striking “апу event" in subpara- 
graph (B) and inserting “ап event”. 

(C) Section 436(d)(5) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new flush sentence: 


“Such term shall not include the payment of 
а, benefit which under section 411(a)(11) may 
be immediately distributed without the con- 
sent of the participant.’’. 

(D) Section 436(f) of the 1986 Code is amend- 
ed— 

(1) by inserting ‘‘adjusted’’ before ‘‘fund- 
ing" in paragraph (1)(D), and 

(11) by striking ‘‘prefunding balance under 
section 430(f) or funding standard carryover 
balance" in paragraph (2) and inserting 
*prefunding balance or funding standard car- 
ryover balance under section 480(f)’’. 

(E) Section 486(j)(3) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) in subparagraph (A)— 

(D by striking ‘‘without regard to this 
paragraph and", 

(ID by striking *'section 430(f)4)(A)" and 
inserting ‘‘section 430(f)(4)", and 

(III) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)" and in- 
serting ‘‘paragraphs (1) апа (2)", and 

(ii) in subparagraph (C)— 

(D by striking ‘‘without regard to this 
paragraph” and inserting ‘“‘without regard to 
the reduction in the value of assets under 
section 430(f)(4)", and 

(ID by inserting ‘‘beginning’’ 
“after” each place it appears. 


before 


before 


December 10, 2008 


(F) Section 436 of the 1986 Code is amended 
by redesignating subsection (k) as subsection 
(m) and by inserting after subsection (j) the 
following new subsections: 

‘(k) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY FOR PLANS 
WITH ALTERNATE VALUATION DATE.—In the 
case of а plan which has designated a valu- 
ation date other than the first day of the 
plan year, the Secretary may prescribe rules 
for the application of this section which are 
necessary to reflect the alternate valuation 
date. 

(1) SINGLE-EMPLOYER PLAN.—For purposes 
of this section, the term ‘single-employer 
plan' means а plan which is not à multiem- 
ployer plan.". 

(3. AMENDMENTS ТО 2006 ACT.—Sections 
1083(с)(2)(А )(11) and 113(0)(2)(А )(11) of the 2006 
Act are each amended— 

(A) by striking subsection" and inserting 
“section”, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘subparagraph’’ and insert- 
ing ‘“‘paragraph’’. 

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 107 
AND 114.— 

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.— 

(A) Section 103(d) of ERISA is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (3), by striking ‘һе nor- 
mal costs, the accrued liabilities" and in- 
serting ‘‘the normal costs or target normal 
costs, the accrued liabilities or funding tar- 
get", and 

(ii) by striking paragraph (7) and inserting 
the following new paragraph: 

“(7) A certification of the contribution 
necessary to reduce the minimum required 
contribution determined under section 303, 
or the accumulated funding deficiency deter- 
mined under section 304, to zero.’’. 

(B) Section 4071 of ERISA is amended by 
striking “аз section 303(k)(4) or 307(e)" and 
inserting ‘‘or section 303(k)(4),". 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.— 

(A) Section 401(a)(29) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘ON PLANS IN AT-RISK 
STATUS" in the heading. 

(B) Section 401(a)(32)(C) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘section 430(j)" and insert- 
ing ‘“‘section 430(j)(3)", and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘paragraph (5)(A)" and in- 
serting ‘‘section 430(j)(4)(A)’’. 

(C) Section 401(a)(33) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘section 412(с)(2) in sub- 
paragraph (B)(iii) and inserting ‘‘section 
412(d)(2)’’, and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘section 412(b)(2) (without 
regard to subparagraph (B) thereof)" in sub- 
paragraph (D) and inserting ‘‘section 
412(b)(1), without regard to section 412(b)(2)’’. 

(D) Section 411 of the 1986 Code is amend- 
ed— 

(1) by striking ‘‘section 412(с)(2) in sub- 
section (а)(3)(С) and inserting ‘‘section 
412(4)(2)”, and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘section 412(e)(2)" in sub- 
section (d)(6)(A) and inserting ‘‘section 
412(d)(2)’’. 

(E) Section 414(1)(2)(В)(1)(1) of the 1986 Code 
is amended to read as follows: 

“(I) the sum of the funding target and tar- 
get normal cost determined under section 
430, over’’. 

(F) Section 4971 of the 1986 Code is amend- 
ed— 

(i) by striking ‘‘required minimum" in sub- 
section (b)1) and inserting ‘‘minimum re- 
quired’’, 

(ii) by inserting “ог unpaid minimum re- 
quired contribution, whichever is applica- 
ble" after ‘‘accumulated funding deficiency" 
each place it appears in subsections (с)(3) 
and (d)(1), and 
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(iii) by striking ‘‘section 412(a)(1)(A)" in 
subsection (е)(1) and inserting "section 
412(a)(2)". 

(3) AMENDMENT TO 2006 ACT.—Section 114 of 
the 2006 Act is amended by adding at the end 
the following new subsection: 

*(g) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 

*(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made 
by this section shall apply to plan years be- 
ginning after 2007. 

*(2) EXCISE TAX.—The amendments made 
by subsection (e) shall apply to taxable years 
beginning after 2007, but only with respect to 
plan years described in paragraph (1) which 
end with or within any such taxable year.’’. 

(e) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 116.— 
Section 409А(0)(3)(А )(11) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘to an applicable cov- 
ered employee” after ‘‘under the plan”. 

SEC. 102. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE II. 

(а) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTIONS 201 
AND 211.—Section 201(b)(2)(A) of the 2006 Act 
is amended by striking “has not used" and 
inserting ‘‘has not adopted, or ceased 
using,’’. 

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 202 
AND 212.— 

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.— 

(A) Section 302(b)(3) of ERISA is amended 
by striking “the plan adopts" and inserting 
“the plan sponsor adopts”. 

(B) Section 305(b)(3)(C) of ERISA is amend- 
ed by striking ‘‘section 101(b)(4)" and insert- 
ing section 101(b)(1)’’. 

(C) Section 305(b)(3)(D) of ERISA is amend- 
ed by striking ‘‘The Secretary" in clause (iii) 
and inserting ‘‘The Secretary of the Treas- 
ury, in consultation with the Secretary". 

(D) Section 305(c)(7) of ERISA is amended— 

(i) by striking ‘‘to agree on" and all that 
follows in subparagraph (A)(ii) and inserting 
“to adopt a contribution schedule with 
terms consistent with the funding improve- 
ment plan and a schedule from the plan 
Sponsor,", and 

(ii) by striking subparagraph (B) and in- 
serting the following new subparagraph: 

*(B) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date 
specified in this subparagraph is the date 
which is 180 days after the date on which the 
collective bargaining agreement described in 
subparagraph (A) expires.’’, and 

(iii) by adding at the end the following new 
subparagraph: 

(С) FAILURE TO MAKE SCHEDULED CON- 
TRIBUTIONS.—Any failure to make a con- 
tribution under a schedule of contribution 
rates provided under this paragraph shall be 
treated as a delinquent contribution under 
section 515 and shall be enforceable as 
such.’’. 

(E) Section 305(e) of ERISA is amended— 

(i) in paragraph (3)(C)— 

(I) by striking all that follows ‘бо adopt a" 
in clause (i)(II) and inserting *'to adopt a 
contribution schedule with terms consistent 
with the rehabilitation plan and a schedule 
from the plan sponsor under paragraph 
Q)0B)Q).", 

(ID by striking clause (ii) and inserting the 
following new clause: 

*(ii DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date 
Specified in this clause is the date which is 
180 days after the date on which the collec- 
tive bargaining agreement described in 
clause (i) expires.", and 

(IID) by adding at the end the following new 
clause: 

“Gii) FAILURE TO MAKE SCHEDULED CON- 
TRIBUTIONS.—Any failure to make a con- 
tribution under a schedule of contribution 
rates provided under this subsection shall be 
treated as a delinquent contribution under 
section 515 and shall be enforceable as 
such.’’, 
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(ii) in paragraph (4)— 

(D by striking ‘һе date of" in subpara- 
graph (А)(11), and 

(ID by striking “апа taking" in subpara- 
graph (B) and inserting ‘риб taking", 

(iii) in paragraph (6)— 

(D) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)(B)(i)" and in- 
serting ‘‘the last sentence of paragraph (1)", 
and 

(ID by striking *'established" and inserting 
“establish’’, 

(iv) in paragraph (8)(C)(iii)— 

(D by striking ‘‘the Secretary" in sub- 
clause (I) and inserting ‘һе Secretary of the 
Treasury, in consultation with the Sec- 
retary”, and 

(ID by striking *Secretary" in the last 
sentence and inserting ‘‘Secretary of the 
Treasury", and 

(v) by striking “ап employer's withdrawal 
liability" in paragraph (9)(B) and inserting 
“the allocation of unfunded vested benefits 
to an employer”. 

(F) Section 305(f)(2)(A)G) of ERISA is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 
“to a participant or beneficiary whose annu- 
ity starting date (as defined in section 
205(h)(2)) occurs after the date such notice is 
sent,". 

(G) Section 305(g) of ERISA is amended by 
inserting ‘‘under subsection (c)’’ after ‘‘fund- 
ing improvement plan" the first place it ap- 
pears. 

(H) Section 502(c)(2) of ERISA is amended 


by striking ‘‘101(b)(4)” and inserting 
**101(b)(1)”’. 

(I) Section 502(c)(8)(A) of ERISA is amend- 
ed by inserting “рап” after ‘‘multiem- 
ployer”. 


(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.— 

(A) Section 432(0)(3)(С) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 101(b)(4)" and 
inserting ‘‘section 101(b)(1)". 

(B) Section 482(b)(3)(D)(iii) of the 1986 Code 
is amended by striking ‘‘The Secretary of 
Labor" and inserting ‘Тһе Secretary, in con- 
sultation with the Secretary of Labor”. 

(C) Section 432(c) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) in paragraph (3), by striking *'section 
304(d)" in subparagraph (A)(ii) and inserting 
“section 431(d)", and 

(ii) in paragraph (7)— 

(D by striking ‘‘to agree on" and all that 
follows in subparagraph (A)(ii) and inserting 
“to adopt a contribution schedule with 
terms consistent with the funding improve- 
ment plan and a schedule from the plan 
Sponsor,", and 

(ID by striking subparagraph (B) and in- 
serting the following new subparagraph: 

‘(B) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date 
specified in this subparagraph is the date 
which is 180 days after the date on which the 
collective bargaining agreement described in 
subparagraph (A) expires.”’. 

(D) Section 482(e) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) in paragraph (3)(C)— 

(I) by striking all that follows “бо adopt а” 
in clause (iXII) and inserting ‘‘to adopt a 
contribution schedule with terms consistent 
with the rehabilitation plan and a schedule 
from the plan sponsor under paragraph 
(1)(B)@),”’, and 

(II) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the 
following new clause: 

011) DATE OF IMPLEMENTATION.—The date 
specified in this clause is the date which is 
180 days after the date on which the collec- 
tive bargaining agreement described in 
clause (i) expires.", 

(11) in paragraph (4)— 

(D by striking ‘һе date of" in subpara- 
graph (A)(ii), and 
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(ID by striking “апа taking" in subpara- 
graph (B) and inserting ‘риб taking", 

(iii) in paragraph (6)— 

(D) by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)(B)(i)" and in- 
serting ‘‘the last sentence of paragraph (1)", 
and 

(ID by striking ‘‘established’’ and inserting 
“establish’’, 

(iv) in paragraph (8)— 

(I) by striking ‘‘section 204(g)" in subpara- 
graph (A)(i) and inserting ‘‘section 411(d)(6)", 

(ID by inserting ‘‘of the Employee Retire- 
ment Income Security Act of 1974" after 
*4212(a)" in subparagraph (C)G)(ID, 

(III) by striking ‘‘the Secretary of Labor" 
in subparagraph (С)(111)(1) and inserting ‘‘the 
Secretary, in consultation with the Sec- 
retary of Labor", and 

(IV) by striking ‘‘the Secretary of Labor" 
in the last sentence of subparagraph (C)(iii) 
and inserting ‘‘the Secretary", and 

(v) by striking “ап employer's withdrawal 
liability" in paragraph (9)(B) and inserting 
“the allocation of unfunded vested benefits 
to an employer”. 

(E) Section 482(f)(2)(A)(i) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘section 411(b)(1)(A)” and 
inserting ‘‘section 411(a)(9)"; and 

(ii) by inserting at the end the following: 
“to a participant or beneficiary whose annu- 
ity starting date (as defined in section 
417(£)(2)) occurs after the date such notice is 
sent,". 

(F) Section 432(g) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘under subsection (c)’’ 
after "funding improvement plan” the first 
place it appears. 

(G) Section 432(i) of the 1986 Code is amend- 
ed— 

(i) by striking ‘‘section 412(a)" in para- 
graph (3) and inserting ‘‘section 431(a)", and 

(ii) by striking paragraph (9) and inserting 
the following new paragraph: 

*(9 PLAN SPONSOR.—For purposes of this 
section, section 431, and section 4971(g): 

(А) IN GENERAL.— The term ‘plan sponsor’ 
means, with respect to any multiemployer 
plan, the association, committee, joint board 
of trustees, or other similar group of rep- 
resentatives of the parties who establish or 
maintain the plan. 

(В) SPECIAL RULE FOR SECTION 404(c) 
PLANS.—In the case of а plan described in 
section 404(c) (or a continuation of such 
plan), such term means the bargaining par- 
ties described in paragraph (1).’’. 

(H) Section 412(b)3) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘the plan adopts" and 
inserting ‘‘the plan sponsor adopts". 

(D Section 4971(g)(4) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) in subparagraph (B)(ii), by striking 
“first day of" and inserting ‘‘day following 
the close of", and 

(ii) by striking clause (ii) of subparagraph 
(C) and inserting the following new clause: 

011) PLAN SPONSOR.—For purposes of 
clause (i), the term ‘plan sponsor’ has the 
meaning given such term by section 
432)(9).". 

(3) AMENDMENTS TO 2006 ACT.— 

(A) Section 212(b)2) of the 2006 Act is 
amended by striking ‘‘Section 4971(c)(2) of 
such Code" and inserting ‘‘Section 4971(e)(2) 
of such Code”. 

(B) Section 212(e)(1) of the 2006 Act is 
amended by inserting ‘‘, except that the 
amendments made by subsection (b) shall 
apply to taxable years beginning after 2007, 
but only with respect to plan years begin- 
ning after 2007 which end with or within any 
such taxable year" before the period at the 
end. 
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(C) Section 212(e)(2) of the 2006 Act is 
amended by striking ‘‘section 305(b)(3) of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974" and inserting ‘‘section 432(b)(3) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986”. 

SEC. 103. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE III. 

(а) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 301.— 
Clause (ii) of section 101(c)(2)(A) of the Pen- 
sion Funding Equity Act of 2004, as amended 
by section 301(c) of the 2006 Act, is amended 
by striking ‘‘2008’’ and inserting ':2009". 

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 302.— 

(1) AMENDMENT TO ERISA.—Section 
205()(3)(В)(111)(П) of ERISA is amended by 
striking *'section 205(g)(3)(B)üiiXII)" and in- 
serting ‘‘section 205(g¢)(3)(A)Gi)(D’’. 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.— 

(A) Section 417(е)(3)(0)(1) of the 1986 Code 
is amended by striking ‘‘clause (ii)" and in- 
serting *subparagraph (C)’’. 

(B)i) Section 415(b)(2)(E)(v) of the 1986 
Code is amended to read as follows: 

*"(v) For purposes of adjusting any benefit 
or limitation under subparagraph (B), (C), or 
(D), the mortality table used shall be the ap- 
plicable mortality table (within the meaning 
of section 417(e)(3)(B)).’’. 

(11)(1) Except as provided in subclause (П), 
the amendment made by clause (i) shall 
apply to years beginning after December 31, 
2008. 

(ID A plan sponsor may elect to have the 
amendment made by clause (i) apply to any 
year beginning after December 31, 2007, and 
before January 1, 2009, or to any portion of 
any such year. 

SEC. 104. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE IV. 

(а) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 401.— 
Section 4006(a)(3)(A)(i) of ERISA is amended 
by striking ‘‘1990’’ and inserting ':2005". 

(b) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 402.— 
Section 402(c)(1)(A) of the 2006 Act is amend- 
ed by striking ‘‘commercial airline" and in- 
serting commercial". 

(с) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 408.— 
Section 4044(e) of ERISA, as added by section 
408(b)(2) of the 2006 Act, is redesignated as 
subsection (f). 

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 409.— 
Section 4041(b)(5)(A) of ERISA is amended by 
striking ‘‘subparagraph (B)" and inserting 
“subparagraphs (B) and (р)”. 

(е) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 410.— 
Section 4050(d)(4)(A) of ERISA is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of clause 
(i), and 

(2) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the 
following new clauses: 

(11) which is not a plan described in para- 
graph (2), (3), (4), (6), (7), (8), (9), (10), or (11) 
of section 4021(b), and 

(111) which, was a plan described in sec- 
tion 401(a) of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 which includes a trust exempt from tax 
under section 501(a) of such Code, and’’. 

SEC. 105. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE V. 

(а) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 501.— 
Section 101(f)(2)(B)(ii) of ERISA is amended— 

(1) by striking ‘‘for which the latest annual 
report filed under section 104(a) was filed" in 
subclause (D(aa) and inserting ‘‘to which the 
notice relates’’, and 

(2) by striking subclause (II) and inserting 
the following new subclause: 

“(П) in the case of a multiemployer plan, a 
statement, for the plan year to which the no- 
tice relates and the preceding 2 plan years, of 
the value of the plan assets (determined both 
in the same manner as under section 304 and 
under the rules of subclause (D(bb)) and the 
value of the plan liabilities (determined in 
the same manner as under section 304 except 
that the method specified in section 305(i)(8) 
shall be used),’’. 
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(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 502.— 

(1) Section 101(k)(2) of ERISA is amended 
by filing at the end the following new flush 
sentence: 


*Subparagraph (C)(i) shall not apply to indi- 
vidually identifiable information with re- 
spect to any plan investment manager or ad- 
viser, or with respect to any other person 
(other than an employee of the plan) pre- 
paring a financial report required to be in- 
cluded under paragraph (1)(B).". 

(2) Section 4221 of ERISA is amended by 
striking subsection (e) and by redesignating 
subsections (f) and (g) as subsections (e) and 
(f), respectively. 

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 503.— 

(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.— 

(A) Section 104(b)(3) of ERISA is amended 
by— 

(i) striking *'section 103(f)' and inserting 
“section 101(f)", and 

(ii) striking ‘‘the administrators" and in- 
serting ‘‘the administrator’’. 

(B) Section 104(d)1)E)üi) of ERISA is 
amended by inserting ‘‘funding’’ after 
“plan’s’ 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 2006 ACT.—Section 503(e) 
of the 2006 Act is amended by striking ‘‘sec- 
tion 101(f)" and inserting ‘‘section 104(d)’’. 

(d) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 505.— 
Section 4010(d)(2)(B) of ERISA is amended by 
striking ‘‘section 302(d)2)" and inserting 
“section 303(d)(2)’’. 

(e) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 506.— 

(1) Section 4041(с)(2)(0)(1) of ERISA is 
amended by striking ‘‘subsection (a)(2)" the 
second place it appears and inserting ‘‘sub- 
paragraph (A) or the regulations under sub- 
section (a)(2)’’. 

(2) Section 4042(с)(8)(С)(1) of ERISA is 
amended— 

(A) by striking “апа plan sponsor" and in- 
serting ‘‘, the plan sponsor, or the corpora- 
tion", and 

(В) by striking ‘‘subparagraph (А)(1) and 
inserting *subparagraph (A)’’. 

(f) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 508.— 
Section 209(a) of ERISA is amended— 

(1) in paragraph (1)— 

(A) by striking ‘‘regulations prescribed by 
the Secretary" and inserting “such regula- 
tions as the Secretary may prescribe", and 

(B) by striking the last sentence and in- 
serting ‘‘The report required under this para- 
graph shall be in the same form, and contain 
the same information, as periodic benefit 
statements under section 105(a).", and 

(2) by striking paragraph (2) and inserting 
the following: 

*(2) If more than one employer adopts a 
plan, each such employer shall furnish to the 
plan administrator the information nec- 
essary for the administrator to maintain the 
records, and make the reports, required by 
paragraph (1). Such administrator shall 
maintain the records, and make the reports, 
required by paragraph (1).’’. 

(g) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 509.— 
Section 101(1)(8)(В) of ERISA is amended to 
read as follows: 

‘(B) ONE-PARTICIPANT RETIREMENT PLAN.— 
For purposes of subparagraph (A), the term 
‘one-participant retirement plan’ means a 
retirement plan that on the first day of the 
plan year— 

“(i) covered only one individual (or the in- 
dividual and the individual's spouse) and the 
individual (or the individual and the individ- 
ual's spouse) owned 100 percent of the plan 
Sponsor (whether or not incorporated), or 

**(ii) covered only one or more partners (or 
partners and their spouses) in the plan spon- 
Sor.". 

SEC. 106. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE VI. 

(а) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 601.— 
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(1) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.— 
(A) Section 408(g¢)(8)(D)Gi) of ERISA is 


amended by striking “subsection 
(0)(14)(В)(11)° and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(0)(14)(А )(11)”. 


(B) Section 408(g)(6)(A)(i) of ERISA is 
amended by striking financial adviser" and 
inserting ‘‘fiduciary adviser”. 

(С) Section 408(g)(11)(A) 
amended— 

(i) by striking ‘Пе participant” each place 
it appears and inserting ‘‘a participant’’, and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘section 408(b)(4)" in clause 
(11) and inserting ‘‘subsection (b)(4)’’. 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.— 

(A) Section 4975(d)(17) of the 1986 Code, in 
the matter preceding subparagraph (A), is 
amended by striking ‘‘and that permits" and 
inserting ‘‘that permits”. 

(B) Section 4975(f)(8) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(i) in subparagraph (A), by striking ‘‘sub- 


of ERISA is 


section (b)(14)” and inserting ‘‘subsection 
(aa7)”’, 

(11) in subparagraph (C)(iv)(I]), by striking 
“subsection (0)(14)(В)(11)° and inserting 
“(DANAGI)”, 


(111) in subparagraph (F)üXD, by striking 
“financial adviser" and inserting ‘‘fiduciary 
adviser,", 

(iv) in subparagraph (I, by striking ‘‘sec- 
tion 406" and inserting ‘‘subsection (c)", and 

(v) in subparagraph (J)(i)— 

(I) by striking ‘‘the participant” each place 
it appears and inserting ‘а participant", 

(ID in the matter preceding subclause (1), 
by inserting "referred to in subsection 
(e)(3)(B)" after investment advice", and 

(ПІ) in subclause (П), by striking ‘‘section 
408(b)(4)" and inserting ‘‘subsection (d)(4)’’. 

(3) AMENDMENT TO 2006 ACT.—Section 
601(b)(4) of the 2006 Act is amended by strik- 
ing ‘“‘section 4975(c)(3)(B)’’ and inserting 
“section 4975(e)(3)(B)". 

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 611.— 

(1) AMENDMENT TO ERISA.—Section 
408(b)(18)(C) of ERISA is amended by striking 
“or less". 

(2) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.—Section 
4975(d) of the 1986 Code is amended— 

(A) in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A) of paragraph (18)— 

(1) by striking ‘‘party in interest” and in- 
serting ‘‘disqualified person", and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘subsection (e)(8)(B)”’ and 
inserting "subsection (e)(8)", 

(B) in paragraphs (19), (20), and (21) by 
striking ‘‘party in interest” each place it ap- 
pears and inserting ‘‘disqualified person", 
and 

(С) by striking 
(21)(C). 

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 612.— 
Section 4975(f)11)(B)ü) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by— 

(1) inserting ‘‘of the Employee Retirement 
Income Security Act of 1974" after ‘‘section 
407(4)(1)”, and 

(2) inserting ‘‘of such Act” after ‘‘section 
407(d)(2)’’. 

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 624.— 
Section 404(c)(5) of ERISA is amended by 
striking ‘‘participant’’ each place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘participant or beneficiary”. 
SEC. 107. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE VII. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO ERISA.— 

(1) Section 203(f)(1)(B) of ERISA is amend- 
ed to read as follows: 

“(В) the requirements of section 204(c) or 
205(g), or the requirements of subsection (e), 
with respect to accrued benefits derived from 
employer contributions,’’. 

(2) Section 204(b)(5) of ERISA is amended— 

(А) by striking ‘‘clause’”’ in subparagraph 
(А)(111) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph’’, and 


“or less’? in paragraph 
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(B) by inserting ‘‘otherwise’’ before ‘‘allow- 
able" in subparagraph (C). 

(3) Subclause (II) of section 204(b)(5)(B)(i) 
of ERISA is amended to read as follows: 

*(II) PRESERVATION OF CAPITAL.—An appli- 
cable defined benefit plan shall be treated as 
failing to meet the requirements of para- 
graph (1)(H) unless the plan provides that an 
interest credit (or equivalent amount) of less 
than zero shall in no event result in the ac- 
count balance or similar amount being less 
than the aggregate amount of contributions 
credited to the account."'. 

(b) AMENDMENTS TO 1986 CODE.— 

(1) Section 411(b)(5) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(A) by striking clause" in subparagraph 
(A)(iii) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph’’, and 

(B) by inserting ‘‘otherwise’’ before ‘‘allow- 
able" in subparagraph (C). 

(2) Section 411(a)(13)(A) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(A) by striking ‘‘paragraph (2)" in clause 
(i) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (B)’’, 

(B) by striking clause (ii) and inserting the 
following new clause: 

“Gi) the requirements of subsection (a)(11) 
or (с), or the requirements of section 417(e), 
with respect to accrued benefits derived from 
employer contributions,", and 

(С) by striking ‘‘paragraph (3)" in the mat- 
ter following clause (ii) and inserting ‘‘sub- 
paragraph (C)". 

(3) Subclause (II) of section 411(b)(5)(B)(i) 
of the 1986 Code is amended to read as fol- 
lows: 

*(ID PRESERVATION OF CAPITAL.—An appli- 
cable defined benefit plan shall be treated as 
failing to meet the requirements of para- 
graph (1)(H) unless the plan provides that an 
interest credit (or equivalent amount) of less 
than zero shall in no event result in the ac- 
count balance or similar amount being less 
than the aggregate amount of contributions 
credited to the account."'. 

(с) AMENDMENTS ТО 2006 AcT.— 

(1) Section 701(d)(2) of the 2006 Act is 
amended by striking ‘‘204(¢)’’ and inserting 
**205(g)". 

(2) Section 701(e) of the 2006 Act is amend- 
ed— 

(A) by inserting “оп or" after period" in 
paragraph (3), 

(B) in paragraph (4)— 

(i) by inserting ‘‘the earlier of" after ‘‘be- 
fore" in the matter preceding subparagraph 
(A), and 

(11) by striking ‘‘earlier’’ 
“later” in subparagraph (A), 

(C) by inserting ‘‘on or" before ‘‘after’’ 
each place it appears in paragraph (5), and 

(D) by adding at the end the following new 
paragraph: 

*(6) SPECIAL RULE FOR VESTING REQUIRE- 
MENTS.—The requirements of section 203(f)(2) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu- 
rity Act of 1974 and section 411(a)(13)(B) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as added 
by this Act)— 

“(А) shall not apply to a participant who 
does not have an hour of service after the ef- 
fective date of such requirements (as other- 
wise determined under this subsection); and 

“(В) in the case of a plan other than a plan 
described in paragraph (3) or (4), shall apply 
to plan years ending on or after June 29, 
2005.’’. 

SEC. 108. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE VIII. 
(a) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 801.— 
(1) Section 404(0) of the 1986 Code is amend- 

ed— 

(A) by striking ‘‘430(g)(2)° in paragraph 
(2)(А )(11) and inserting ‘‘430(¢)(8)’’, and 

(B) by striking ‘‘412(f)(4)” in paragraph 
(4)(В) and inserting ‘‘412(d)(8)’’. 


and inserting 
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(2) Section 404(a)(7)(A) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(A) by striking the next to last sentence, 
and 

(B) by striking ‘һе plan’s funding short- 
fall determined under section 430" in the last 
sentence and inserting ‘‘the excess (if any) of 
the plan’s funding target (as defined in sec- 
tion 430(d)(1)) over the value of the plan’s as- 
sets (as determined under section 430(g)(3))’’. 

(b) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 802.— 
Section 404(а)(1)(0)(1) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘431(c)(6)(C)’? and in- 
serting ‘‘431(c)(6)(D)’’. 

(c) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 803.— 
Clause (iii) of section 404(a)(7)(C) of the 1986 
Code is amended to read as follows: 

**(iii) LIMITATION.—In the case of employer 
contributions to 1 or more defined contribu- 
tion plans— 

“(1) if such contributions do not exceed 6 
percent of the compensation otherwise paid 
or accrued during the taxable year to the 
beneficiaries under such plans, this para- 
graph shall not apply to such contributions 
or to employer contributions to the defined 
benefit plans to which this paragraph would 
otherwise apply by reason of contributions 
to the defined contribution plans, and 

(П) if such contributions exceed 6 percent 
of such compensation, this paragraph shall 
be applied by only taking into account such 
contributions to the extent of such excess. 


For purposes of this clause, amounts carried 
over from preceding taxable years under sub- 
paragraph (B) shall be treated as employer 
contributions to 1 or more defined contribu- 
tions plans to the extent attributable to em- 
ployer contributions to such plans in such 
preceding taxable years.’’. 

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 824.— 

(1) Section 408A(c)(3)(B) of the 1986 Code, as 
in effect after the amendments made by sec- 
tion 824(b)(1) of the 2006 Act, is amended— 

(A) by striking the second ‘‘an’’ before ‘‘el- 
igible", 

(B) by striking ‘‘other than a Roth IRA", 
and 

(C) by adding at the end the following new 
flush sentence: 


“This subparagraph shall not apply to a 
qualified rollover contribution from а Roth 
IRA or to а qualified rollover contribution 
from a designated Roth account which is а 
rollover contribution described in section 
402A(c)(8)(A).”’ 

(2) Section 408A(d)(3)(B), as in effect after 
the amendments made by section 824(b)(2)(B) 
of the 2006 Act, is amended by striking 
“(other than a Roth IRA)" and by inserting 
at the end the following new sentence: ‘‘This 
paragraph shall not apply to a distribution 
which is a qualified rollover contribution 
from a Roth IRA or a qualified rollover con- 
tribution from a designated Roth account 
which is a rollover contribution described in 
section 402A(c)(3)(A)”’. 

(e) AMENDMENT TO SECTION 827.—The first 
sentence of section 72(t)(2)(G)(iv) of the 1986 
Code is amended by inserting ‘‘on or’’ before 
"before". 

(f) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 829.— 

(1) Section 402(c)(11) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(A) by inserting ‘‘described in paragraph 
(8(B)üii)" after ‘‘eligible retirement plan" 
in subparagraph (A), and 

(B) by striking ‘‘trust’’ before ‘‘designated 
beneficiary" in subparagraph (B). 

(2)(A) Section 402(f)(2)(A) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new sentence: ‘‘Such term shall include any 
distribution to a designated beneficiary 
which would be treated as an eligible roll- 
over distribution by reason of subsection 
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(c)(11), or section 403(a)(4)(B), 403(b)(8)(B), or 
457(e)(16)(B), if the requirements of sub- 
section (c)(11) were satisfied." 

(B) Clause (i) of section 402(c)(11)(A) of the 
1986 Code is amended by striking ‘‘for pur- 
poses of this subsection”. 

(С) The amendments made by this para- 
graph shall apply with respect to plan years 
beginning after December 31, 2009. 

(g) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 832.— 
Section 415(f) of the 1986 Code is amended by 
striking paragraph (2) and by redesignating 
paragraph (3) as paragraph (2). 

(h) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 833.— 

(1) Section 408A(c)(3)(C) of the 1986 Code, as 
added by section 833(c) of the 2006 Act, is re- 
designated as subparagraph (E). 

(2) In the case of taxable years beginning 
after December 31, 2009, section 408A(c)(3)(E) 
of the 1986 Code (as redesignated by para- 
graph (1)— 

(A) is redesignated as subparagraph (D), 
and 

(B) is amended by striking ‘‘subparagraph 
(С)(11) and inserting ‘‘subparagraph (B)(ii)’’. 

(i) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 841.— 

(1) Section 420(c)(1)(A) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by adding at the end the following 
new sentence: ‘‘In the case of a qualified fu- 
ture transfer or collectively bargained trans- 
fer to which subsection (f) applies, any assets 
so transferred may also be used to pay liabil- 
ities described in subsection (f)(2)(C).’’ 

(2) Section 420(f)(2) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘such’’ before ‘һе ap- 
plicable” in subparagraph (D)(i)(1). 

(3) Section 4980(c)(2)(B) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by striking “ог” at the end of 
clause (i), by striking the period at the end 
of clause (ii) and inserting ‘‘, or", and by 
adding at the end the following new clause: 

“(111) any transfer described in section 
420(£)((B)Gi)(ID.". 

(j) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 845.— 

(1) Subsection (1) of section 402 of the 1986 
Code is amended— 

(A) in paragraph (1)— 

(1) by inserting maintained by the em- 
ployer described in paragraph (4)B)" after 
“ап eligible retirement plan", and 

(ii) by striking ‘‘of the employee, his 
Spouse, or dependents (as defined in section 
152)”, 

(B) in paragraph (4)(D), by— 

(i) inserting ‘‘(as defined in section 152)" 
after 'dependents", and 

(ii) striking ‘‘health insurance plan" and 
inserting ‘‘health plan", and 

(С) in paragraph (5)(A), by striking ‘‘health 
insurance plan" and inserting ‘‘health plan”. 

(2) Subparagraph (B) of section 402(1)(3) of 
the 1986 Code is amended by striking “а 
amounts distributed from all eligible retire- 
ment plans were treated as 1 contract for 
purposes of determining the inclusion of 
Such distribution under section 72" and in- 
serting ‘‘all amounts to the credit of the eli- 
gible public safety officer in all eligible re- 
tirement plans maintained by the employer 
described in paragraph (4)(B) were distrib- 
uted during such taxable year and all such 
plans were treated as 1 contract for purposes 
of determining under section 72 the aggre- 
gate amount which would have been so in- 
cludible’’. 

(К) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 
854.— 

(1) Section 3121(b)(5)(E) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘or special trial judge”. 

(2) Section 210(a)(5)(E) of the Social Secu- 
rity Act is amended by striking “ог special 
trial judge". 

(1) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 856.— 
Section 856 of the 2006 Act, and the amend- 
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ments made by such section, are hereby re- 
pealed, and the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 
shall be applied and administered as if such 
Sections and amendments had not been en- 
acted. 

(m) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 864.— 
Section 864(a) of the 2006 Act is amended by 
striking ‘‘Reconciliation’’. 

SEC. 109. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE IX. 

(а) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 901.— 
Section 401(a)(35)(E)(iv) of the 1986 Code is 
amended to read as follows: 

(іу) ONE-PARTICIPANT RETIREMENT PLAN.— 
For purposes of clause (iii), the term ‘one- 
participant retirement plan' means a retire- 
ment plan that on the first day of the plan 
year— 

**(T) covered only one individual (or the in- 
dividual and the individual's spouse) and the 
individual (or the individual and the individ- 
ual's spouse) owned 100 percent of the plan 
sponsor (whether or not incorporated), or 

*(ID covered only one or more partners (or 
partners and their spouses) in the plan spon- 
Sor.". 

(b) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 902.— 

(1) Section 401(k)13)0D)ü)(0) of the 1986 
Code is amended by striking ‘‘such com- 
pensation as exceeds 1 percent but does not" 
and inserting ‘“‘such contributions as exceed 
1 percent but do not”. 

(2) Sections 401(k)(8)(E) and 411(a)(8)(G) of 
the 1986 Code are each amended— 

(A) by striking “ап erroneous automatic 
contribution" and inserting “а permissible 
withdrawal", and 

(B) by striking ‘‘ERRONEOUS AUTOMATIC 
CONTRIBUTION” in the heading and inserting 
“PERMISSIBLE WITHDRAWAL”. 

(3) Section 402(¢)(2)(A)Gi) of the 1986 Code 
is amended by inserting ‘‘through the end of 
such taxable year” after such amount”. 

(4) Section 414(w)3) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(A) in subparagraph (B) by 
*and" after the comma at the end, 

(B) by striking subparagraph (C), and 

(С) by redesignating subparagraph (D) as 
subparagraph (C). 

(5) Section 414(w)(5) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by striking ‘‘and’’ at the end of sub- 
paragraph (B), by striking the period at the 
end of subparagraph (C) and inserting a 
comma, and by adding at the end the fol- 
lowing: 

"(D) a simplified employee pension the 
terms of which provide for а salary reduction 
arrangement described in section 408(k)(6), 
and 

*"(E) a simple retirement account (as de- 
fined in section 408(p)).’’. 

(6) Section 414(w)(6) of the 1986 Code is 
amended by inserting ‘‘or for purposes of ap- 
plying the limitation under section 402(g)(1)" 
before the period at the end. 

(c) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 903.— 

(1) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—Section 
414(x)(1) of the 1986 Code is amended by add- 
ing at the end of paragraph (1) the following 
new sentence: ‘‘In the case of a termination 
of the defined benefit plan and the applicable 
defined contribution plan forming part of an 
eligible combined plan, the plan adminis- 
trator shall terminate each such plan sepa- 
rately.” 

(2) AMENDMENTS OF ERISA.—Section 210(e) 
of ERISA is amended— 

(A) by adding at the end of paragraph (1) 
the following new sentence: ‘Іп the case of a 
termination of the defined benefit plan and 
the applicable defined contribution plan 
forming part of an eligible combined plan, 
the plan administrator shall terminate each 
such plan separately.’’, and 


inserting 
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(B) by striking paragraph (3) and by redes- 
ignating paragraphs (4), (5), and (6) as para- 
graphs (8), (4), and (5), respectively. 

(d) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 906.— 

(1) Section 906(b)(1)(B)Gi) of the 2006 Act is 
amended by striking ‘‘paragraph (1)" and in- 
serting ‘‘paragraph (10)’’. 

(2) Section 4021(b) of ERISA is amended by 
inserting “or” at the end of paragraph (12), 
by striking ©“; or" at the end of paragraph 
(13) and inserting a period, and by striking 
paragraph (14). 

SEC. 110. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE X. 

(a) AMENDMENTS TO RAILROAD RETIREMENT 
ACT.— 

(1) Section 14(b) of the Railroad Retire- 
ment Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C. 231m(b) is 
amended by adding at the end the following: 

*(8)(A) Payments made pursuant to para- 
graph (2) of this subsection shall not require 
that the employee be entitled to an annuity 
under section 2(a)(1) of this Act: Provided, 
however, That where an employee is not en- 
titled to such an annuity, payments made 
pursuant to paragraph (2) may not begin be- 
fore the month in which the following three 
conditions are satisfied: 

(1) The employee has completed ten years 
of service in the railroad industry or, five 
years of service all of which accrues after 
December 31, 1995. 

(11) The spouse or former spouse attains 
age 62. 

**(iii) The employee attains age 62 (or if de- 
ceased, would have attained age 62). 

‘(B) Payments made pursuant to para- 
graph (2) of this subsection shall terminate 
upon the death of the spouse or former 
Spouse, unless the court document provides 
for termination at an earlier date. Notwith- 
standing the language in а court order, that 
portion of payments made pursuant to para- 
graph (2) which represents payments com- 
puted pursuant to section 3(f)(2) of this Act 
shall not be paid after the death of the em- 
ployee. 

“(С) If the employee is not entitled to an 
annuity under section 2(a)(1) of this Act, 
payments made pursuant to paragraph (2) of 
this subsection shall be computed as though 
the employee were entitled to an annuity.’’. 

(2) Subsection (d) of section 5 of the Rail- 
road Retirement Act (45 U.S.C. 231d) is re- 
pealed. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 

(1) SUBSECTION (a)(1)—The amendment 
made by subsection (a)(1) shall apply with re- 
spect to payments due for months after Au- 
gust 2007. If, prior to the effective date of 
such amendment, payment pursuant to para- 
graph (2) of section 14(b) of the Railroad Re- 
tirement Act of 1974 (45 U.S.C. 231m(b)) was 
terminated because of the employee’s death, 
payment to the former spouse may be rein- 
stated for months after August 2007. 

(2) SUBSECTION (a)(2).—The amendment 
made by subsection (a)(2) shall take effect 
upon the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 111. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO TITLE XI. 

(a) AMENDMENT RELATED TO SECTION 1104.— 
Section 1104(d)(1) of the 2006 Act is amended 
by striking “Act” the first place it appears 
and inserting ‘‘section’’. 

(b AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 
1105.—Section 3304(a) of the 1986 Code is 
amended— 

(1) in paragraph (15)— 

(A) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) of 
subparagraph (A) as subclauses (I) and (II), 

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) and 
(B) as clauses (i) and (ii), 

(C) by striking the semicolon at the end of 
clause (ii) (as so redesignated) and inserting 
and’, 
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(D) by striking “(15)” and inserting 
**(15)(A) subject to subparagraph (B),", and 

(E) by adding at the end the following: 

(В) the amount of compensation shall not 
be reduced on account of any payments of 
governmental or other pensions, retirement 
or retired pay, annuity, or other similar pay- 
ments which are not includible in the gross 
income of the individual for the taxable year 
in which it was paid because it was part of à 
rollover distribution;", and 

(2) by striking the last sentence. 

(с) AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTION 
1106.—Section 3(87)(G) of ERISA is amended 
by— 

(1) striking *'paragraph" each place it ap- 
pears in clauses (ii) (iii) and (v)(I) and in- 
Serting *subparagraph", 


(2) striking ‘‘subclause (i)(II)’? in clause 
(iii) and inserting ‘‘clause (i)(II)’’, 
(3) striking 'subparagraph" in clause 


(v)(üD and inserting ‘‘clause’’, and 

(4) by striking ‘“‘section 101(b)(4)" in clause 
(v)GII) and inserting ‘‘section 101(b)(1)". 

SEC. 112. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

Except as otherwise provided in this sub- 
title, the amendments made by this subtitle 
Shall take effect as if included in the provi- 
Sions of the 2006 Act to which the amend- 
ments relate. 

Subtitle B—Other Provisions 
SEC. 121. AMENDMENTS RELATED TO SECTIONS 
102 AND 112 OF THE PENSION PRO- 
TECTION ACT OF 2006. 

(a) AMENDMENT OF ERISA.—The last sen- 
tence of section 303(g)(8)(B) of ERISA is 
amended to read as follows: “Апу such aver- 
aging shall be adjusted for contributions, 
distributions, and expected earnings (as de- 
termined by the plan's actuary on the basis 
of an assumed earnings rate specified by the 
actuary but not in excess of the third seg- 
ment rate applicable under subsection 
(h)(2)(C)(Giii)), as specified by the Secretary of 
the Treasury.". 

(b) AMENDMENT OF 1986 CODE.—The last 
sentence of section 480(¢)(8)(B) of the 1986 
Code is amended to read as follows: “Апу 
such averaging shall be adjusted for con- 
tributions, distributions, and expected earn- 
ings (as determined by the plan’s actuary on 
the basis of an assumed earnings rate speci- 
fied by the actuary but not in excess of the 
third segment rate applicable under sub- 
section (h)(2)(C)(iii)), as specified by the Sec- 
retary.". 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provisions of the 2006 Act to 
which the amendments relate. 

SEC. 122. MODIFICATION OF INTEREST RATE AS- 
SUMPTION REQUIRED WITH  RE- 
SPECT TO CERTAIN SMALL EM- 
PLOYER PLANS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subparagraph (E) of sec- 
tion 415(b)(2) of the 1986 Code (relating to 
limitation on certain assumptions) is amend- 
ed by adding at the end the following new 
clause: 

(уі) In the case of a plan maintained by 
an eligible employer (as defined in section 
408(p)(2)(C)(i)), clause (ii) shall be applied 
without regard to subclause (II) thereof.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to years be- 
ginning after December 31, 2008. 

SEC. 123. DETERMINATION OF MARKET RATE OF 
RETURN FOR GOVERNMENTAL 
PLANS. 

(a) AMENDMENT OF ADEA.—Section 
4(1)(10)(В)(1)(П1) of the Age Discrimination in 
Employment Act of 1967 (29 U.S.C. 
623(1)(10)(В)(1)(П1)) is amended by adding at 
the end the following: ‘‘In the case of а gov- 
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ernmental plan (as defined in the first sen- 
tence of section 414(d) of the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986), à rate of return or a 
method of crediting interest established pur- 
suant to any provision of Federal, State, or 
local law (including any administrative rule 
or policy adopted in accordance with any 
such law) shall be treated as à market rate 
of return for purposes of subclause (I) and a 
permissible method of crediting interest for 
purposes of meeting the requirements of sub- 
clause (I), except that this sentence shall 
only apply to а rate of return or method of 
crediting interest if such rate or method 
does not violate any other requirement of 
this Act.". 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall take effect as if 
included in the provisions of the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006 to which such amend- 
ment relates. 

SEC. 124. TREATMENT OF CERTAIN REIMBURSE- 
MENTS FROM GOVERNMENTAL 
PLANS FOR MEDICAL CARE. 

(а) IN GENERAL.—Section 105 of the 1986 
Code (relating to amounts received under ac- 
cident and health plans) is amended by add- 
ing at the end the following new subsection: 

*(j SPECIAL RULE FOR CERTAIN GOVERN- 
MENTAL PLANS.— 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—For purposes of sub- 
section (b), amounts paid (directly or indi- 
rectly) to the taxpayer from an accident or 
health plan described in paragraph (2) shall 
not fail to be excluded from gross income 
solely because such plan, on or before Janu- 
ary 1, 2008, provides for reimbursements of 
health care expenses of а deceased plan par- 
ticipant's beneficiary. 

*(2 PLAN DESCRIBED.—An accident or 
health plan is described in this paragraph if 
such plan is funded by à medical trust that 
is established in connection with a public re- 
tirement system and that— 

*"(A) has been authorized by a State legis- 
lature, or 

“(В) has received a favorable ruling from 
the Internal Revenue Service that the trust's 
income is not includible in gross income 
under section 115.". 

(b) EFFECTIVE DaATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to pay- 
ments before, on, or after the date of the en- 
actment of this Act. 

SEC. 125. ROLLOVER OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED IN 
AIRLINE CARRIER BANKRUPTCY TO 
ROTH IRAS. 

(а) GENERAL RULE.—If а qualified airline 
employee receives any airline payment 
amount and transfers any portion of such 
amount to a Roth IRA within 180 days of re- 
ceipt of such amount (or, if later, within 180 
days of the date of the enactment of this 
Act) then such amount (to the extent so 
transferred) shall be treated as a qualified 
rollover contribution described in section 
408A(e) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
and the limitations described in section 
408A(c)(3) of such Code shall not apply to any 
such transfer. 

(b) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—For 
purposes of this section— 

(1) AIRLINE PAYMENT AMOUNT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—The term ‘‘airline pay- 
ment amount" means any payment of any 
money or other property which is payable by 
a commercial passenger airline carrier to a 
qualified airline employee— 

(i) under the approval of an order of à Fed- 
eral bankruptcy court in a case filed after 
September 11, 2001, and before January 1, 
2007, and 

(ii) in respect of the qualified airline em- 
ployee's interest in а bankruptcy claim 
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against the carrier, any note of the carrier 
(or amount paid in lieu of à note being 
issued), or any other fixed obligation of the 
carrier to pay а lump sum amount. 


The amount of such payment shall be deter- 
mined without regard to any requirement to 
deduct and withhold tax from such payment 
under sections 3102(a) and 3402(a). 

(B)  EXCEPTION.—An airline payment 
amount shall not include any amount pay- 
able on the basis of the carrier's future earn- 
ings or profits. 

(2 QUALIFIED AIRLINE EMPLOYEE.—The 
term ‘‘qualified airline employee" means an 
employee or former employee of a commer- 
cial passenger airline carrier who was a par- 
ticipant in a defined benefit plan maintained 
by the carrier which— 

(A) is a plan described in section 401(a) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 which in- 
cludes a trust exempt from tax under section 
501(a) of such Code, and 

(B) was terminated or became subject to 
the restrictions contained in paragraphs (2) 
and (3) of section 402(b) of the Pension Pro- 
tection Act of 2006. 

(3) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—If a com- 
mercial passenger airline carrier pays 1 or 
more airline payment amounts, the carrier 
shall, within 90 days of such payment (or, if 
later, within 90 days of the date of the enact- 
ment of this Act), report— 

(A) to the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
names of the qualified airline employees to 
whom such amounts were paid, and 

(B) to the Secretary and to such employ- 
ees, the years and the amounts of the pay- 
ments. 


Such reports shall be in such form, and con- 
tain such additional information, as the Sec- 
retary may prescribe. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
apply to transfers made after the date of the 
enactment of this Act with respect to airline 
payment amounts paid before, on, or after 
such date. 

SEC. 126. DETERMINATION OF ASSET VALUE FOR 
SPECIAL AIRLINE FUNDING RULES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 402(e)(4)(C) of the 
2006 Act is amended to read as follows: 

“(С) the value of plan assets shall be deter- 
mined under sections 308(g)3) of such Act 
and 430(g)(3) of such Code.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by this section shall apply to plan 
years beginning after December 31, 2007. 

SEC. 127. MODIFICATION OF PENALTY FOR FAIL- 
URE TO FILE PARTNERSHIP RE- 
TURNS. 

(а) IN GENERAL.—Section 6698(b)(1) of the 
1986 Code is amended by striking ':$85" and 
inserting ‘‘$89’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to returns 
required to be filed after December 31, 2008. 
SEC. 128. MODIFICATION OF PENALTY FOR FAIL- 

URE TO FILE S CORPORATION RE- 
TURNS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 6699(b)(1) of the 
1986 Code is amended by striking ':$85" and 
inserting ‘‘$89’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 
made by subsection (a) shall apply to returns 
required to be filed after December 31, 2008. 

TITLE II—PENSION PROVISIONS 
RELATING TO ECONOMIC CRISIS 
SEC. 201. TEMPORARY WAIVER OF REQUIRED 
MINIMUM DISTRIBUTION RULES 
FOR CERTAIN RETIREMENT PLANS 
AND ACCOUNTS. 

(а) IN GENERAL.—Section 401(a)(9) of the In- 
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to re- 
quired distributions) is amended by adding 
at the end the following new subparagraph: 


24642 


‘(H) TEMPORARY WAIVER OF MINIMUM RE- 
QUIRED DISTRIBUTION.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— The requirements of this 
paragraph shall not apply for calendar year 
2009 to— 

"(D a defined contribution plan which is 
described in this subsection or in section 
403(a) or 403(b), 

(П) a defined contribution plan which is 
an eligible deferred compensation plan de- 
Scribed in section 457(b) but only if such plan 
is maintained by an employer described in 
section 457(e)(1)(A), or 

“(ПІ an individual retirement plan. 

(11) SPECIAL RULES REGARDING WAIVER PE- 
RIOD.—For purposes of this paragraph— 

"(D the required beginning date with re- 
Spect to any individual shall be determined 
without regard to this subparagraph for pur- 
poses of applying this paragraph for calendar 
years after 2009, and 

*(II) if clause (ii) of subparagraph (B) ap- 
plies, the 5-year period described in such 
clause shall be determined without regard to 
calendar year 2009.’’. 

(b) ELIGIBLE ROLLOVER DISTRIBUTIONS.— 
Section 402(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 (defining eligible rollover dis- 
tribution) is amended by adding at the end 
the following new flush sentence: 


“If all or any portion of a distribution during 
2009 is treated as an eligible rollover dis- 
tribution but would not be so treated if the 
minimum distribution requirements under 
section 401(a)(9) had applied during 2009, such 
distribution shall not be treated as an eligi- 
ble rollover distribution for purposes of sec- 
tion 401(a)(81) or 3405(c) or subsection (f) of 
this section.". 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The amendments made by 
this section shall apply for calendar years 
beginning after December 31, 2008. 

(2) PROVISIONS RELATING TO PLAN OR CON- 
TRACT AMENDMENTS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—If this paragraph applies 
to any pension plan or contract amendment, 
such pension plan or contract shall not fail 
to be treated as being operated in accordance 
with the terms of the plan during the period 
described in subparagraph (B)(ii) solely be- 
cause the plan operates in accordance with 
this section. 

(B) AMENDMENTS TO WHICH PARAGRAPH AP- 
PLIES.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—This paragraph shall apply 
to any amendment to any pension plan or 
annuity contract which— 

(I) is made pursuant to the amendments 
made by this section, and 

(II) is made on or before the last day of the 
first plan year beginning on or after January 
1, 2011. 


In the case of a governmental plan, sub- 
clause (II) shall be applied by substituting 
2012” for “2011”. 

(11) CoNDITIONS.— This paragraph shall not 
apply to any amendment unless during the 
period beginning on the effective date of the 
amendment and ending on December 31, 2009, 
the plan or contract is operated as if such 
plan or contract amendment were in effect. 
SEC. 202. TRANSITION RULE CLARIFICATION. 

(а) AMENDMENT TO ERISA.—Subparagraph 
(B) of section 303(c)(5) of the Employee Re- 
tirement Income Security Act of 1974 (29 
U.S.C. 1083(с)(5)) is amended— 

(1) by striking clause (iii) and redesig- 
nating clause (iv) as clause (iii); and 

(2) by striking clause (i) and inserting the 
following: 

“(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
clause (iii) in the case of plan years begin- 
ning after 2007 and before 2011, only the ap- 
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plicable percentage of the funding target 

shall be taken into account under paragraph 

(3)(А) in determining the funding shortfall 

for purposes of paragraph (3)(A) and subpara- 

graph (A).". 

(b) AMENDMENT TO 1986 CODE.—Subpara- 
graph (B) of section 480(c)(5) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended— 

(1) by striking clause (iii) and redesig- 
nating clause (iv) as clause (iii); and 

(2) by striking clause (i) and inserting the 
following: 

*"() IN GENERAL.—Except as provided in 
clause (iii) in the case of plan years begin- 
ning after 2007 and before 2011, only the ap- 
plicable percentage of the funding target 
shall be taken into account under paragraph 
(3)(А) in determining the funding shortfall 
for purposes of paragraph (3)(A) and subpara- 
graph (A).". 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by subsections (a) and (b) shall apply 
as if included in the enactment of sections 
102 and 112, respectively, of the Pension Pro- 
tection Act of 2006. 

SEC. 203. TEMPORARY MODIFICATION OF APPLI- 
CATION OF LIMITATION ON BENEFIT 
ACCRUALS. 

In the case of the first plan year beginning 
during the period beginning on October 1, 
2008, and ending on September 30, 2009, sec- 
tions 206(¢)(4)(A) of the Employee Retire- 
ment Income Security Act of 1974 (29 U.S.C. 
1056(¢)(4)(A)) and 436(е)(1) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 shall be applied by sub- 
stituting the plan’s adjusted funding target 
attainment percentage for the preceding 
plan year for such percentage for such plan 
year but only if the adjusted funding target 
attainment percentage for the preceding 
plan year is greater. 

SEC. 204. TEMPORARY DELAY OF DESIGNATION 
OF MULTIEMPLOYER PLANS AS IN 
ENDANGERED OR CRITICAL STATUS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding the ac- 
tuarial certification under section 305(b)(3) 
of the Employee Retirement Income Secu- 
rity Act of 1974 and section 482(b)(3) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986, if a plan spon- 
sor of a multiemployer plan elects the appli- 
cation of this section, then, for purposes of 
section 305 of such Act and section 432 of 
such Code— 

(1) the status of the plan for its first plan 
year beginning during the period beginning 
on October 1, 2008, and ending on September 
30, 2009, shall be the same as the status of 
such plan under such sections for the plan 
year preceding such plan year, and 

(2) in the case of a plan which was in en- 
dangered or critical status for the preceding 
plan year described in paragraph (1), the plan 
shall not be required to update its plan or 
schedules under section 305(c)(6) of such Act 
and section 482(c)(6) of such Code, or section 
305(e)(3)(B) of such Act and section 
432(е)(3)(В) of such Code, whichever is appli- 
cable, until the plan year following the first 
plan year described in paragraph (1). 

If section 305 of the Employee Retirement In- 

come Security Act of 1974 and section 432 of 

the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 did not 
apply to the preceding plan year described in 

paragraph (1), the plan actuary shall make а 

certification of the status of the plan under 

section 305(b)3) of such Act and section 

432(b)(3) of such Code for the preceding plan 

year in the same manner as if such sections 

had applied to such preceding plan year. 

(b) EXCEPTION FOR PLANS BECOMING CRIT- 
ICAL DURING ELECTION.—If— 

(1) an election was made under subsection 
(a) with respect to a multiemployer plan, 
and 
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(2) such plan has, without regard to such 
election, been certified by the plan actuary 
under section 305(b)(3) of such Act and sec- 
tion 432(b)3) of such Code to be in critical 
Status for the first plan year described in 
subsection (a)(1), 
then such plan shall be treated as a plan in 
critical status for such plan year for pur- 
poses of applying section 4971(g)(1)(A) of such 
Code, section 302(b)(3) of such Act (without 
regard to the second sentence thereof), and 
section 412(b)(3) of such Code (without regard 
to the second sentence thereof). 

(c) ELECTION AND NOTICE.— 

(1) ELECTION.—An election under 
section (a) shall— 

(A) be made at such time and in such man- 
ner as the Secretary of the Treasury or the 
Secretary's delegate may prescribe and, once 
made, may be revoked only with the consent 
of the Secretary, and 

(B) if the election is made— 

(i) before the date the annual certification 
is submitted to the Secretary or the Sec- 
retary's delegate under section 305(b)(3) of 
such Act and section 432(b)(3) of such Code, 
be included with such annual certification, 
and 

(11) after such date, be submitted to the 
Secretary or the Secretary's delegate not 
later than 30 days after the date of the elec- 
tion. 

(2) NOTICE TO PARTICIPANTS.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding section 
305(b)(8)(D) of such Act and section 
431(b)(8)(D) of such Code, if the plan is nei- 
ther in endangered nor critical status by rea- 
Son of an election made under subsection 
(а)— 

(1) the plan sponsor of а multiemployer 
plan shall not be required to provide notice 
under such sections, and 

(ii) the plan sponsor shall provide to the 
participants and beneficiaries, the  bar- 
gaining parties, the Pension Benefit Guar- 
anty Corporation, and the Secretary of 
Labor a notice of the election and such other 
information as the Secretary of the Treasury 
(in consultation with the Secretary of Labor) 
may require— 

(D if the election is made before the date 
the annual certification is submitted to the 
Secretary or the Secretary's delegate under 
section 305(b)(3) of such Act and section 
432(0)(3) of such Code, not later than 30 days 
after the date of the certification, and 

(ID if the election is made after such date, 
not later than 30 days after the date of the 
election. 

(B) NOTICE OF ENDANGERED STATUS.—Not- 
withstanding section 305(b)(3)(D) of such Act 
and section 431(b)(3)(D) of such Code, if the 
plan is certified to be in critical status for 
any plan year but is in endangered status by 
reason of an election made under subsection 
(a), the notice provided under such sections 
shall be the notice which would have been 
provided if the plan had been certified to be 
in endangered status. 

SEC. 205. TEMPORARY EXTENSION OF THE FUND- 
ING IMPROVEMENT AND REHABILI- 
TATION PERIODS FOR MULTIEM- 
PLOYER PENSION PLANS IN CRIT- 
ICAL AND ENDANGERED STATUS 
FOR 2008 OR 2009. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—If the plan sponsor of a 
multiemployer plan which is in endangered 
or critical status for a plan year beginning in 
2008 or 2009 (determined after application of 
section 204) elects the application of this sec- 
tion, then, for purposes of section 305 of the 
Employee Retirement Income Security Act 
of 1974 and section 432 of the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986— 
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(1) except as provided in paragraph (2), the 
plan's funding improvement period or reha- 
bilitation period, whichever is applicable, 
Shall be 18 years rather than 10 years, and 

(2) in the case of а plan in seriously endan- 
gered status, the plan's funding improve- 
ment period shall be 18 years rather than 15 
years. 

(b) DEFINITIONS AND SPECIAL RULES.—For 
purposes of this section— 

(1) ELECTION.—An election under this sec- 
tion shall be made at such time, and in such 
manner and form, as (in consultation with 
the Secretary of Labor) the Secretary of the 
Treasury or the Secretary's delegate may 
prescribe. 

(2) DEFINITIONS.—Any term which is used 
in this section which is also used in section 
305 of the Employee Retirement Income Se- 
curity Act of 1974 and section 432 of the In- 
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 shall have the 
same meaning as when used in such sections. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This section shall 
apply to plan years beginning after Decem- 
ber 31, 2007. 

Mr. POMEROY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in 
favor of moving this bill, H.R. 7327, the Work- 
er, Retiree, and Employer Recovery Act of 
2008, forward in an expedited manner. 

Mr. Speaker, this Congress needs to pro- 
vide pension funding relief rightaway before 
adjourning in order to prevent needless unem- 
ployment and unnecessary freezing of pension 
plans. We also need to help seniors who are 
forced to take funds out of retirement accounts 
that are much lower than balances at the end 
of last year. 

This bill is important to workers so that their 
retirement years will be more secure, and to 
employers so that the cost of the defined ben- 
efit pensions, which they are committed to of- 
fering their employees, will be more predict- 
able. This bill also provided relief to retirees 
over age 70 and a half who are required to 
take a distribution from their IRA or 401(k). 

| commend the Chairman and Ranking 
Member of the Ways and Means Committee, 
and the Chairman and Ranking Member of the 
Education and Labor Committee for bringing a 
bill to the floor that helps retirees, workers and 
pension plans cope with the unprecedented 
volatile investment environment while also in- 
cluding technical tax and ERISA provisions 
that give the added clarity retirement plans 
needed to comply with the Pension Protection 
Act. 

Let me also extend thanks to the staff of the 
Ways and Means Committee, and the Edu- 
cation and Labor Committee and their counter- 
parts in the Senate. Their hard work brings us 
to this point. 

It is imperative that we act now. 

Facing the most severe recession in dec- 
ades, U.S. companies will need to plan a 
careful business strategy and keep a firm con- 
trol on expenses. According to a survey of 
Chief Executive Officers (CEOs), pension 
costs have become a major concern in this fis- 
cal environment as sizeable increases in pen- 
sion funding requirements due to the signifi- 
cant market declines will make an economic 
recovery more challenging. 

The bill takes important steps to help cor- 
porations remain committed to providing retire- 
ment promises to workers through defined 
benefit plans. In addition, the bill includes simi- 
lar critical relief for multi-employers' pension 
plans that cover union workers at many small- 
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er employers especially those in construction 
industry. At the same time if workers are cov- 
ered in a plan and its funding level falls below 
a level at which benefit restrictions would 
apply the bill allows those plans to look at 
their 2008 funding level and protect workers 
from a mandated frozen pension. 

We do not want to put employers in a no 
win pinch when they would have to choose 
between providing pensions or keeping em- 
ployees on their jobs. Our Nation’s pension 
plan is a voluntary system and employers can 
decide that offering a pension simply no 
longer makes good business sense. Tonight 
Congress tells employers we understand that 
and we want to help you meet your pension 
obligations in a predictable way. 

For those retirees who must take a distribu- 
tion from their IRA or 401(k) account that 
today has a dramatically lower value than the 
account at the end of last year, the bill will 
allow them to not take such distributions in 
2009. 

In conclusion, just let me say that American 
workers are anxious about their retirement se- 
curity. Today, the House of Representatives is 
acting to address and to reduce this uneasi- 
ness. It is a very important bill, and | urge its 
adoption. 

The bill was ordered to be engrossed 
and read a third time, was read the 
third time, and passed, and a motion to 
reconsider was laid on the table. 


EEE 


SHORT-TERM ANALOG FLASH AND 
EMERGENCY READINESS ACT 


Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce be 
discharged from further consideration 
of the Senate bill (S. 3663) to require 
the Federal Communications Commis- 
sion to provide for a short-term exten- 
sion of the analog television broad- 
casting authority so that essential 
public safety announcements and dig- 
ital television transition information 
may be provided for a short time dur- 
ing the transition to digital television 
broadcasting, and ask for its imme- 
diate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle- 
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol- 
lows: 

S. 3663 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Short-term 
Analog Flash and Emergency Readiness 
Act". 

SEC. 2. COMMISSION ACTION REQUIRED. 

(à) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Notwithstanding 
any other provision of law, the Federal Com- 
munications Commission shall, not later 
than January 15, 2009, develop and imple- 
ment a program to encourage and permit, to 
the extent technically feasible and subject to 
such limitations as the Commission finds to 
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be consistent with the public interest and 
the requirements of this Act, the broad- 
casting in the analog television service of 
only the public safety information and dig- 
ital transition information specified in sub- 
section (b) during the 30-day period begin- 
ning on the day after the date established by 
law under section 3002(b) of the Digital Tele- 
vision Transition and Public Safety Act of 
2005 for termination of all licenses for full- 
power television stations in the analog tele- 
vision service and the cessation of broad- 
casting by full-power stations in the analog 
television service. 

(b) INFORMATION REQUIRED.— The program 
required by subsection (a) shall provide for 
the broadcast of— 

(1) emergency information, including crit- 
ical details regarding the emergency, as 
broadcast or required to be broadcast by full- 
power stations in the digital television serv- 
ice; 

(2) information, in both English and Span- 
ish, and accessible to persons with disabil- 
ities, concerning— 

(A) the digital television transition, in- 
cluding the fact that a transition has taken 
place and that additional action is required 
to continue receiving television service, in- 
cluding emergency notifications; and 

(B) the steps required to enable viewers to 
receive such emergency information via the 
digital television service and to convert to 
receiving digital television service, including 
а phone number and Internet address by 
which help with such transition may be ob- 
tained in both English and Spanish; and 

(8) such other information related to con- 
sumer education about the digital television 
transition or public health and safety or 
emergencies as the Commission may find to 
be consistent with the public interest. 

SEC. 3. LIMITATIONS. 

In designing the program required by this 
Act, the Commission shall— 

(1) take into account market-by-market 
needs, based upon factors such as channel 
and transmitter availability; 

(2) ensure that broadcasting of the pro- 
gram specified in section 2(b) will not cause 
harmful interference with signals in the dig- 
ital television service; 

(3) not require the analog television serv- 
ice signals broadcast under this Act to be re- 
transmitted or otherwise carried pursuant to 
section 325(b), 338, 339, 340, 614, or 615 of the 
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 325(b), 
338, 339, 340, 614, or 615); 

(4) take into consideration broadcasters’ 
digital power levels and transition and co- 
ordination plans that already have been 
adopted with respect to cable systems and 
satellite carriers' systems; 

(5) prohibit any broadcast of analog tele- 
vision service signals under section 2(b) on 
any spectrum that is approved or pending ap- 
proval by the Commission to be used for pub- 
lic safety radio services, including television 
channels 14-20; and 

(6) not include the analog spectrum be- 
tween channels 52 and 69, inclusive (between 
frequencies 698 and 806 megahertz, inclusive) 
reclaimed from analog television broad- 
casting pursuant to section 309(j) of the Com- 
munications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C. 309(j)). 

SEC. 4. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Act, the term ‘‘emergency 
information’’ has the meaning such term has 
under part 79 of the regulations of the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission (47 C.F.R. 
part 79). 

Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of S. 3663, the 
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Short-term Analog Flash and Emer- 
gency Readiness Act. 

On February 18, 2009, full-power tele- 
vision stations in the United States 
will stop broadcasting in analog and 
transition to all-digital broadcasting. 
This is undoubtedly an important step 
forward for our country; it allows us to 
more efficiently utilize our airwaves, 
and to lay the groundwork for а na- 
tionwide public safety network. How- 
ever, we must proceed with caution to 
ensure that segments of our population 
are not left behind and remain in- 
formed in cases of emergency. 

That is why I introduced the SAFER 
Act. This bill creates a program within 
the FCC that allows for the continu- 
ation of analog signals to televisions 
for 30 days following the ОТУ transi- 
tion. It ensures that, once the digital 
television transition has taken place, 
unprepared analog televisions will re- 
ceive a short ‘‘slide’—in English and 
Spanish—explaining that the digital 
transition has occurred and what view- 
ers need to do to continue receiving 
television broadcasts. The bill also al- 
lows for emergency communications, 
such as natural disaster alerts, to be 
broadcast to unprepared analog tele- 
visions. The fires that raged through 
my congressional district and other 
parts of southern California last month 
are an example of alerts that could be 
broadcast to television viewers who 
were unprepared for the DTV transi- 
tion. 

According to the GAO, over 17 mil- 
lion households rely exclusively on 
analog over-the-air television, and 
while broadcasters, the FCC and others 
have been working furiously to let 
them know about the upcoming transi- 
tion, there will inevitably be some 
folks left behind. In fact, that is ex- 
actly what happened after an FCC 
"test" transition in Wilmington, NC. 
Despite saturation advertising an- 
nouncing the change and a geographic 
topography most conducive to it, near- 
ly 2,000 households woke up to find that 
their televisions did not work; when 
extrapolated to the entire Nation this 
could mean that at least 1.5 million 
households will wake up on February 
18 without a working television. 

We also know that certain segments 
of our population will likely be dis- 
proportionately impacted by the dig- 
ital transition: Latinos, African Ameri- 
cans, and seniors. AS someone who rep- 
resents a congressional district that is 
42 percent Latino and has many senior 
citizens, I find this very troubling. 
Clearly, we should be doing everything 
we can to ensure that no Americans 
are left behind during this important 
time. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to my col- 
league Senator ROCKEFELLER and his 
staff for taking leadership on this im- 
portant bill in the Senate, and to 
Chairman DINGELL and his staff for 
working closely with us to ensure that 
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no one is left behind by the РТУ tran- 
sition. 

I urge my colleagues to support S. 
3663, the Short-term Analog Flash and 
Emergency Readiness Act. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read а third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and à motion to re- 
consider was laid on the table. 


ЫЫ 
GENERAL LEAVE 


Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in- 
clude extraneous material on the bill 
that was just passed by the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle- 
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 


EE 


MAKING A TECHNICAL CORREC- 
TION TO THE PAUL WELLSTONE 
AND PETE DOMENICI MENTAL 
HEALTH PARITY AND ADDICTION 
EQUITY ACT OF 2008 


Mrs. CAPPS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Commit- 
tees on Energy and Commerce, Edu- 
cation and Labor, and Ways and Means 
be discharged from further consider- 
ation of the Senate bill (S. 3712) to 
make a technical correction in the 
Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici 
Mental Health Parity and Addiction 
Equity Act of 2008, and ask for its im- 
mediate consideration in the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
bill. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle- 
woman from California? 

There was no objection. 

The text of the Senate bill is as fol- 
lows: 

S. 3712 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 


SECTION 1. TECHNICAL CORRECTION IN MENTAL 
HEALTH PARITY EFFECTIVE DATE. 


Section 512(e)(2)(B) of the Paul Wellstone 
and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and 
Addiction Equity Act of 2008 (subtitle B of 
title V of division C of Public Law 110-348) is 
amended by striking ‘“‘January 1, 2009" and 
inserting ‘‘January 1, 2010”. 

The Senate bill was ordered to be 
read а third time, was read the third 
time, and passed, and a motion to re- 
consider was laid on the table. 


— c ———— 


GENERAL LEAVE 


Mrs. CAPPS. I ask unanimous con- 
sent that all Members may have 5 leg- 
islative days to revise and extend their 
remarks and to include extraneous ma- 
terial on the bill just passed by the 
House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle- 
woman from California? 
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There was no objection. 


ENSURING THAT THE COMPENSA- 
TION AND OTHER EMOLUMENTS 
ATTACHED TO THE OFFICE OF 
SECRETARY OF STATE ARE 
THOSE WHICH WERE IN EFFECT 
ON JANUARY 1, 2007 


Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask unanimous consent to take from 
the Speaker's table S.J. Res. 46 and ask 
for its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

'The Clerk read the title of the Senate 
joint resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois? 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I reserve the 
right to object. If I could inquire of the 
gentleman: Would this bill, in fact, 
proactively cover the Secretary of 
State if it is Senator HILLARY CLINTON? 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. Yes, it covers 
whoever is nominated. 

Mr. ISSA. A further inquiry: Would 
this cover anyone in the House or in 
the Senate who had voted on a pay 
package in the House or in the Senate 
so that they could then become the 
Secretary of State? 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. As written, it 
does not. 

Mr. ISSA. So who would it be limited 
to? 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. It would be 
limited to those in the position of Sec- 
retary of State. 

Mr. ISSA. So it would be limited to 
the Secretary of State. Regardless of 
where they came from, they would be 
frozen at this year’s pay as a result of 
this bill? 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. That is cor- 
rect. 

Mr. ISSA. A last inquiry: If I under- 
stand correctly then, in every way pos- 
sible, this piece of legislation passed in 
this Congress would, by definition, by 
freezing the pay, actually be, though 
relatively small, a savings to the tax- 
payers? 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. 
would. 

Mr. ISSA. With that, I withdraw my 
reservation. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen- 
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 

The text of the Senate joint resolu- 
tion is as follows: 

S.J. RES. 46 

Resolved by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. COMPENSATION AND OTHER EMOLU- 
MENTS ATTACHED TO THE OFFICE 
OF SECRETARY OF STATE. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The compensation and 
other emoluments attached to the office of 
Secretary of State shall be those in effect 
January 1, 2007, notwithstanding any in- 
crease in such compensation or emoluments 
after that date under any provision of law, or 
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provision which has the force and effect of 
law, that is enacted or becomes effective 
during the period beginning at noon of Janu- 
ary 8, 2007, and ending at noon of January 3, 
2013. 

(b) CIVIL ACTION AND APPEAL.— 

(1) JURISDICTION.—Any person aggrieved by 
an action of the Secretary of State may 
bring a civil action in the United States Dis- 
trict Court for the District of Columbia to 
contest the constitutionality of the appoint- 
ment and continuance in office of the Sec- 
retary of State on the ground that such ap- 
pointment and continuance in office is in 
violation of article I, section 6, clause 2, of 
the Constitution. The United States District 
Court for the District of Columbia shall have 
exclusive jurisdiction over such a civil ac- 
tion, without regard to the sum or value of 
the matter in controversy. 

(2) THREE JUDGE PANEL.—Any claim chal- 
lenging the constitutionality of the appoint- 
ment and continuance in office of the Sec- 
retary of State on the ground that such ap- 
pointment and continuance in office is in 
violation of article I, section 6, clause 2, of 
the Constitution, in an action brought under 
paragraph (1) shall be heard and determined 
by a panel of three judges in accordance with 
section 2284 of title 28, United States Code. It 
shall be the duty of the district court to ad- 
vance on the docket and to expedite the dis- 
position of any matter brought under this 
subsection. 

(3) APPEAL.— 

(A) DIRECT APPEAL TO SUPREME COURT.—An 
appeal may be taken directly to the Supreme 
Court of the United States from any inter- 
locutory or final judgment, decree, or order 
upon the validity of the appointment and 
continuance in office of the Secretary of 
State under article I, section 6, clause 2, of 
the Constitution, entered in any action 
brought under this subsection. Any such ap- 
peal shall be taken by a notice of appeal filed 
within 20 days after such judgment, decree, 
or order is entered. 

(B) JURISDICTION.— The Supreme Court 
shall, if it has not previously ruled on the 
question presented by an appeal taken under 
subparagraph (A), accept jurisdiction over 
the appeal, advance the appeal on the dock- 
et, and expedite the appeal. 

(c) EFFECTIVE DATE.—This joint resolution 
shall take effect at 12:00 p.m. on January 20, 
2009. 

The Senate joint resolution was or- 
dered to be read a third time, was read 
the third time, and passed, and a mo- 
tion to reconsider was laid on the 
table. 


— ER 


2100 


THE TERRORIST ATTACKS IN 
MUMBAI, INDIA 


(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute and to revise 
and extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. In the 
recent week, we watched in horror as 
terrorists, criminals, and people who 
are uncaring attacked the innocent 
people of Mumbai, India—a band of 10, 
attacking innocent persons in hotels, 
traveling to hospitals and to train sta- 
tions, going to the Chabad religious 
community and killing recklessly. 

Mr. Speaker, this should be a signal 
that we have to join together to again 
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confront those who would terrorize the 
world. I know that this is going to be a 
place of  conflict—Pakistan, Ban- 
gladesh, and India—but it is important 
for us to recognize that the people of 
India want peace, the people of Paki- 
stan want peace, and the Bangladesh 
want peace, and the people in the Mid- 
East want peace. But we must weed out 
those who would terrorize us. We need 
to join together in the effort of stamp- 
ing out terrorism and meanwhile con- 
tinue to secure the homeland. 


EE 


SPECIAL ORDERS 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan- 
uary 18, 2007, and under a previous 
order of the House, the following Mem- 
bers will be recognized for 5 minutes 
each. 


— M e 


HOUSTON POLICE OFFICER 
TIMOTHY ABERNETHY 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under à 
previous order of the House, the gen- 
tleman from Texas (Mr. POE) is recog- 
nized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, for Houston 
police officer Timothy Abernethy, 
fighting crime was more than an occu- 
pation; it was his personal calling. Offi- 
cer Abernethy was part of a special ef- 
fort through the Houston Police De- 
partment to place more peace officers 
in high crime areas, which is why he 
was in an area of town that others tend 
to shy away from when he was shot and 
killed this past Sunday, December 7. 

Working overtime and in a one-man 
patrol unit, Abernethy had pulled over 
a 28-year-old male for a traffic viola- 
tion. As the man and the officer talked, 
the individual made a run for it and Of- 
ficer Abernethy pursued him on foot 
through a nearby northwest Houston 
apartment complex. Tragically, the 
coward of a man, who happened to be 
out on parole, hid and ambushed 
Abernethy shooting him four times and 
killing him. The criminal has been ap- 
prehended and is charged with capital 
murder of a peace officer. 

Officer Abernethy graduated May 27, 
1997, from the Houston Police Acad- 
emy, Class 170. During his 1l-year HPD 
career, he was assigned to patrol at the 
North Command station and served 
with the HPD Search and Recovery 
Dive Team. Recently, Abernethy was 
part of an HPD bomb squad and was 
due to be transferred full-time to this 
squad. 

Officer Abernethy is remembered as a 
giving person. His Captain, Ceaser 
Moore, recalls a time during Hurricane 
Ike this past fall when his power was 
out for weeks, and even though 
Abernethy already had his in-laws 
staying with him, he invited Captain 
Moore to stay with him until elec- 
tricity was restored. 

Officer Abernethy was the type of 
person who worked hard not only to 
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improve his community but also him- 
self. He worked successfully to obtain a 
degree while he was a member of the 
Houston Police Department. 

Prior to joining the Houston Police 
Department, Officer Abernethy served 
in the United States Navy in the Sub- 
marine Corps. 

Officer Abernethy is survived by his 
wife Stephanie, his son Timothy Scott 
Abernethy, Junior, and his daughter 
Olivia Ann Abernethy. 

His only son, Tim, Jr., followed in his 
father’s footsteps and joined the United 
States Navy so that he, too, could 
serve his country. Abernethy’s daugh- 
ter Olivia is a 2008 graduate of Texas 
A&M University in College Station, 
Texas. 

Officer Abernethy was a man of 
honor who was dedicated to making 
our world a safer place for the rest of 
us. He will be greatly missed by citi- 
zens and peace officers alike. He was 
one of Houston’s finest. Mr. Speaker, 
he was a cut above the rest of us. 

His funeral will be this Friday in 
Houston, Texas, and his fellow officers 
will wear their black cloth of sacrifice 
across their badges. Peace officers are 
the last strand of wire in the fence be- 
tween the law and those that violate 
the law. 

Officer Timothy Abernethy lived and 
died serving the people of Texas and 
the City of Houston. 

And that’s the just way it is. 


Ee 


THE AUTO INDUSTRY FINANCING 
AND RESTRUCTURING ACT 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen- 
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
tonight to commend Chairman BARNEY 
FRANK, the House leadership, and the 
administration for working together to 
bring relief to the automobile industry 
and millions of workers. By passing the 
Auto Industry Financing and Restruc- 
turing Act, H.R. 7321, we took the mon- 
umental step of both saving jobs and 
setting the U.S. automotive industry 
on a path that will make it globally ef- 
fective, efficient, and competitive. And 
equally important, we established a 
new standard of accountability that 
must be enforced for any institutions 
seeking government assistance. 

For months, the Federal Government 
has been blindly throwing money at 
nearly every financial institution that 
blinks with no written requirements on 
how that money is to be used and with 
no written standards of transparency 
or accountability. In response, these 
institutions have taken hundreds of 
billion of taxpayer dollars and contin- 
ued to do business as usual: the busi- 
ness of partying at the spa, getting 
their facials and manicures, getting 
millions in retention payments and 
spending hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars on sports sponsorships. 
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This type of mismanagement of tax- 
payer funds has left the American peo- 
ple suffering from bailout fatigue. I get 
that. I have been one of the most vocal 
critics of this distribution of top funds 
to date. 

However, today’s legislation is com- 
pletely different. The automakers have 
been forced to leap over 5 million hur- 
dles to even be considered to receive a 
loan. And with every demand we have 
made of them, these companies have 
willingly obliged. 

We cannot have one standard for 
white collar employees and a different 
standard for blue collar employees. We 
need to have strict standards for every 
one. 

The legislation passed today includes 
very important oversight provisions to 
protect taxpayer dollars, such as pro- 
hibiting golden parachutes and capping 
executive bonuses. It also establishes a 
“саг czar’’ position to hold these com- 
panies accountable for developing and 
implementing viable long-term re- 
structuring plans and ensuring compli- 
ance on financing efforts. 

And yet despite these requirements, 
there are some who will still believe 
that assisting the Big Three is a con- 
tinuation of throwing good money 
after bad. I strongly disagree. With one 
in ten American jobs tied to the auto 
industry, this should not be considered 
a waste of money. We’re talking about 
3 million jobs expecting to be lost with- 
in a year if the auto industry goes 
down. With men and women across 
America continuing to struggle to keep 
roofs over their heads, to make ends 
meet, we simply cannot afford to lose 
these jobs. 

Lastly, the Bureau of Labor Statis- 
tics released a report showing the loss 
of 533,000 jobs in November, the highest 
single month loss in 34 years, and one 
of the most dismal reports in the Bu- 
reau’s 124-year existence. 

These figures were simply staggering, 
and we can and we must do better. And 
by passing this legislation today, we 
are taking a first step in doing so. 

For this reason, I urge my colleagues 
in the Senate to quickly consider H.R. 
7321 and enact this much-needed legis- 
lation as soon as possible. I ask them, 
and I hope they will have more faith in 
our automobile industry, and I encour- 
age all of my colleagues to continue 
the strict standards of accountability 
as we move forward. 

With that, I yield back. 


a ес 


ECUADOR FACING HUMANITARIAN 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL CRISES 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen- 
tleman from Massachusetts (Mr. 
MCGOVERN) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I have 
just returned from a remarkable trip to 
Ecuador. From November 8 through 13, 
I traveled through northern Ecuador 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


looking at the refugee crisis on its bor- 
der with Colombia and on the effects of 
oil contamination on the land and peo- 
ple of the Amazon basin. 

I saw firsthand the terrible human 
and environmental costs that have re- 
sulted from the decades-long failure to 
properly clean the contamination left 
by oil drilling and production. Specifi- 
cally, the sites I visited were those 
that were under the control of Texaco, 
now Chevron. I visited oil pits that 
were poorly constructed, poorly reme- 
diated, or remediated not at all. This 
has left a toxic legacy for poor 
campesinos and indigenous peoples. 

I also saw the infrastructure that 
Chevron/Texaco created that allowed 
for the wholesale dumping of formation 
water and other highly toxic materials 
directly into the Amazon and its 
waters. 

As an American citizen, the degrada- 
tion and contamination left behind in a 
poor part of the world by this U.S. 
company made me angry and ashamed. 

The drinking water for thousands of 
poor people is horribly unfit, even 
deadly. Children are drinking and bath- 
ing in water that reeks of oil. In one 
village, San Carlos, I couldn’t come 
across a family that hasn’t been 
touched by cancer. Mothers brought 
their children to show me the terrible 
rashes and sores that covered their 
bodies. 

A lawsuit has been filed against 
Chevron by 30,000 Amazon residents de- 
manding that the company accept re- 
sponsibility for substandard production 
practices and help with the clean-up ef- 
forts. Chevron, for its part, asserts it 
was released from responsibility in the 
1990s, and the release remains in legal 
dispute. 

Neither Congress nor the United 
States Government should get involved 
in a legal matter that will soon be de- 
cided in a court of law. But as the 
years pass and nothing is done, the sit- 
uation on the ground has become more 
and more desperate for thousands of 
poor people, and the pollution spreads 
deeper into the soil, the water, and the 
Amazon basin. 

I firmly believe these people and 
their environment need help and they 
need help now. 

As I traveled further north towards 
the border frontier, I found a growing 
humanitarian and security crisis. 
Eight years ago, the United States 
started pouring military aid—$4.8 bil- 
lion of it—into Colombia, much of it 
focused on military operations in the 
violent coca growing zones just across 
the border from Ecuador. 

The result has been an alarming 
spillover of violence into Ecuador’s 
peaceful but impoverished borderlands. 
Over 200,000 Colombians—a number ri- 
valing many refugee crises in Africa— 
have fled to Ecuador to escape the vio- 
lence and intense fighting between gue- 
rilla groups, the Colombian military, 
and Colombian paramilitary militias. 
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As the GAO recently reported, harsh 
U.S. counter-drug strategies have 
failed to halt cocaine production in Co- 
lombia or ease the violence that comes 
with this illegal economy. Instead, or- 
ganized crime has been pushed across 
the border into Ecuador. 

Mr. Speaker, I stood on the banks of 
the San Miguel River, which marks the 
border between Putumayo, Colombia, 
and Sucumbios, Ecuador. Only a few 
hundred yards of water separate the 
two. 

Mr. Speaker, Colombia’s war is lit- 
erally bleeding, violently, into Ecua- 
dor, which has no history of illegal 
drug cultivation or insurgency from its 
own people. Tensions between the two 
nations are high and diplomatic rela- 
tions remain cut off. 

The refugee communities that I 
spoke with in Lago Agrio, Barranca 
Bermeja, and Puerto Mestanza feel 
abandoned and discriminated against. 
They long to return to Colombia even 
as they describe the terror that forced 
them to seek safe haven in Ecuador. 
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They spoke of the need for commu- 
nity development projects but have no 
one to turn to to help them help bring 
their modest ideas into reality. The 
United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees, UNHCR, is nearly the lone 
partner with the Ecuadorian govern- 
ment in dealing with the largest ref- 
ugee crisis in the hemisphere, with 
some aid from the World Food Pro- 
gramme and the IOM. Where are the 
other NGOs and U.N. agencies that 
would normally be involved in a crisis 
of this magnitude? 

These crises are not of the making of 
the government of President Rafael 
Correa. Ecuador needs and deserves the 
support of the international commu- 
nity and Congress to address these 
challenges. They cannot be allowed to 
remain invisible. 

Mr. Speaker, I was deeply moved by 
my visit to Ecuador, and I will never 
forget the courageous people, Ecua- 
dorians and Colombians, who told me 
their stories and asked for my help. 
They deserve to live a much better life. 
In the weeks ahead, I hope I can count 
on my House colleagues to help these 
communities in this effort. 

[From the Christian Science Monitor, June 
24, 2008] 
TACKLING ECUADOR'S REFUGEE BUILDUP 

LAGO AGRIO, Ecuador.—Less than a month 
ago, Rosalba Agredo González was given only 
а, few minutes to leave her house in Colom- 
bia. She was woken up in the middle of the 
night by armed men who threatened her and 
took away her neighbor. 

“They told me they wouldn't do anything 
to me because of my children. Otherwise 
they would have killed me," she says. 

Agredo now lives with her elderly father 
and her three children in Lago Agrio, a small 
city in northern Ecuador, 15 miles from the 
Colombian border. They've made their tem- 
porary home alongside one wall of à small 
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wooden house, with only a tin roof, concrete 
floor, and plastic sheets for walls. She 
doesn't have а job but sometimes prepares а 
local pastry at a neighbor's house which her 
eldest son sells on the street. Despite her 
precarious situation, she is happy to be in 
Ecuador. “І don't want to go back to Colom- 
bia, even if I have to maintain myself by 
selling empanadas," she says. “I feel very 
happy here because even if I don't own any- 
thing I know my children are safe." Agredo's 
story is not uncommon. Ecuador has more 
refugees than any other Latin American 
country—a consequence of the longstanding 
conflict in Colombia, which has received lit- 
tle international attention. Five to 10 refu- 
кеев arrive in Ecuador every day, according 
to the United Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR), mainly, from two 
southern Colombian provinces bordering Ec- 
uador, Putumayo and Narino. Given the 
buildup of refugees, the Ecuadorean govern- 
ment and a few humanitarian agencies are 
taking measures to provide asylum and as- 
sistance. But the challenges remain large. Of 
the estimated 180,000 who have entered Ecua- 
dor escaping violence, 16,500 have received а 
refugee visa and 22,000 are awaiting a re- 
sponse. 


TROUBLE SECURING ASYLUM 


The remaining 80 percent have yet to 
apply—some fear becoming vulnerable to 
further persecution, while others are un- 
aware they might qualify for asylum. Asy- 
lum seekers are granted access to public 
health and education from the moment they 
set foot in Ecuador. However they often have 
trouble affording decent housing and sup- 
porting their families, as they are not al- 
lowed to work until granted a refugee visa. 
“Legalizing refugees is very important so 
that they come out of their invisibility, oth- 
erwise they can’t get legal jobs and become 
very vulnerable," says Alfonso Morales, who 
heads the department for refugees at Ecua- 
dor’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs. “They be- 
come easy prey to illegal networks and often 
end up participating in illegal activities." 
On June 20, to coincide with World Refugee 
Day, the Ecuadorean Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs inaugurated a new office in Lago Agrio, 
an important step toward improving refugee 
registration. The new office will make reg- 
istration faster for applicants, as documents 
will be processed directly instead of being 
sent to Quito, Ecuador’s capital. Another 
new measure is an enhanced registration 
process that will start in September and will 
make it possible for refugees to apply for and 
receive their visas in one day. Right now the 
registration process takes about four months 
if applicants can go to Quito and between 18 
and 24 months if they can’t leave the north. 


ISOLATED, POOR COMMUNITIES 


But registration is just an initial step in 
the process of providing better living condi- 
tions for refugees. The northern province of 
Sucumbios, of of which Lago Agrio is the 
capital, faces the largest influx of refugees. 
A jungle area separated from Colombia by 
two rivers, the area also presents many 
logistical and security challenges for human- 
itarian work. Border communities here are 
difficult to access and often lack basic infra- 
structure such as roads, drinking water, and 
health facilities. Though Sucumbious is rich 
in oil, the province is among the least devel- 
oped in Ecuador, with high levels of unem- 
ployment and an informal economy that re- 
lies on illegal activity such as drug traf- 
ficking, weapons smuggling, and human traf- 
ficking. It was in this province that Colom- 
bia's cross-border raid on March 1 took 
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place, leaving FARC commander Raul 
Reyes—and another 25 people—dead and cre- 
ating a regional diplomatic crisis. ‘‘In small 
communities the solidarity is amazing. They 
are willing to share everything, but it’s im- 
portant to intervene quickly so as not to 
allow tensions to develop," says Xavier 
Creach, head of the UNHCR field office in 
Lago Agrio. UNHCR has prioritized reaching 
those isolated communities along the border. 

“We have serious economic and institu- 
tionallimits when it comes to taking care of 
the huge quantity of Colombian refugees 
that have come to our country," says Mr. 
Morales, the government official. ‘‘The 
international community hasn't yet recog- 
nized the magnitude of the problem. We need 
foreign support." 

[From UNHER- The UN Refugee Agency, 

June 24, 2008] 


ECUADOR OPENS FIRST REFUGEE OFFICE 
ALONG BORDER WITH COLOMBIA 


LAGO AGRIO.—Ecuador's Directorate Gen- 
eral for Refugees has just opened an office in 
the border province of Sucumbious, the first 
state-run facility of its kind to be estab- 
lished outside the national capital, Quito. 

President Rafael Correa presided over the 
opening ceremony in the provincial capital 
of Lago Agrio last Friday, World Refugee 
Day. Lago Agrio is located just a few 
kilometres from northeast Ecuador's border 
with Colombia. 

Foreign Minister Maria Isabel Salvador 
told guests that the office would help Ecua- 
dor fulfill its obligations to refugees and oth- 
ers in need of international protection. 
Equador has the largest refugee population 
in Latin America, coming mostly from Co- 
lombia. 

“This is in agreement with Ecuador's com- 
mitment to all human rights, a commitment 
that calls us to welcome any person forced to 
leave their home country in search of safety 
and a secure life," Salvador said, adding that 
the government hoped to soon open more ref- 
ugee offices along the border. 

The new refugee office will provide advice 
and orientation to registered refugees and 
other people of concern. Its staff will also 
conduct interviews to assess the applications 
of asylum seekers as well as issue docu- 
mentation. 

It will he fully operational as of next 
month, allowing the UN refugee agency to 
focus its activities on border monitoring and 
local integration of refugees, with projects 
that help both refugees and their host com- 
munities. 


EE 


BRIDGE LOAN FOR THE 
AUTOMOTIVE INDUSTRY 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under à 
previous order of the House, the gentle- 
woman from Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) is rec- 
ognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, it's а 
particular joy this evening to have 
Congressman NICK LAMPSON in the 
Chair as Speaker Pro Tem and thank 
him for his remarkable and exemplary 
service to the people of the United 
States. 

Tonight, I would like to address the 
subject of the fact that a majority of 
House Members today voted for a 
bridge loan, à very tightly structured 
bridge loan, to throw a lifeline to 
American workers, American commu- 
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nities, American manufacturing, to 
Save American jobs, in fact, one of 
every 10 jobs in our country. They're 
jobs not just in the so-called auto- 
motive assembly plants, but twice as 
many jobs in the automotive parts 
plants, the steel industry, the plastic 
industry, the semi-conductor industry, 
even the textile industry. Nearly half 
of that production is used in auto- 
motive products. It is simply stag- 
gering the way in which this integrated 
Set of production occurs in our coun- 
try. 

What was passed was a bridge loan to 
the auto industry, and I underline the 
word ‘‘loan.’’ It has to be paid back. It 
has to be paid back in 7 years, and it 
has to be paid back with interest, 5 per- 
cent interest over the first 5 years, and 
9 percent interest over the last 2 years. 

It requires restructuring by March 
31, severe restructuring in order to 
place the United States in а competi- 
tive position again in our country and 
globally. It requires enormous вас- 
rifice. 

Now, what's interesting to me is the 
amount of the total loan was $15 bil- 
lion; yet Wall Street received $700 bil- 
lion plus, $750 billion, in that bill that 
passed here. There were no such re- 
quirements. There’s no mandatory pay- 
back. There are no sacrifices that are 
as significant as they're being asked of 
this manufacturing industry, and the 
manufacturing of automobiles is а 
really tangible, goods producing indus- 
try. It creates real value. It creates 
wealth because you sell something. 
Wall Street's bailout is basically ac- 
counting and paper trades. They don't 
really produce anything. 

And one of the points I want to make 
tonight is that in order to lead Amer- 
ica forward out of this deep, deepening 
recession in which we find ourselves, 
we have to manufacture our way out. 
We have to grow our way out of it, and 
we are not in recession because of the 
automotive industry. In fact, the re- 
verse is true. The auto industry is the 
victim of the credit crunch caused by 
the mortgage foreclosure crisis. The 
bailout of Wall Street, the improper 
bill that was passed here, is making 
the situation worse, and it's affecting 
industries like the automotive indus- 
try. 

I visited the U.S. Treasury Depart- 
ment today as well to share a list of 
foreclosures just in my home county of 
Lucas County in Toledo, Ohio. That is 
4,100 homes since the beginning of this 
year. Before the end of January of 
next, an additional 600 families will 
lose their homes just in that county 
because the TARP program, the Wall 
Street bailout program, is not working 
at the local level. The list is so long I 
could roll it through the Chamber and 
out that door, and there would still be 
more paper left, and that's with four 
columns. In fact, it could probably be 
rolled over to the Senate for the size 
that it is. 
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Now, why is the Treasury program 
not working? The first reason it's not 
working is Treasury's not а housing 
agency. Its experience is not in resolv- 
ing mortgage workouts. More paper 
shuffling isn’t going to solve the prob- 
lem. 

What's happening over at Treasury is 
they're buying banks. They are concen- 
trating the banking system of this 
country rather than doing mortgage 
workouts, and they're concentrating 
them up on Wall Street, and the big 
banks like PNC, which has just bought 
National City Bank in the State of 
Ohio, National City shouldn't have 
been purchased. A workout should have 
been done in Ohio for the loans that 
gravitated to Ohio and may have been 
troubled. Seventy-five percent of the 
loans were working before the Treas- 
ury Department took over. The prob- 
lem is that the Treasury Department is 
like а truck with several wheels, and 
they're all going in a different direc- 
tion. There's not coordination. 

The Federal Deposit Insurance Cor- 
poration should be involved to do the 
mortgage workouts on the books of 
local banks. That’s really not hap- 
pening for most of the loans at risk. 

The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission should be taking a look at 
their accounting standards and mark- 
ing them to true value. 

You know, in order to fix the auto- 
motive industry, you've got to fix the 
mortgage industry, and the Wall Street 
bailout isn't working. 

Mr. Speaker, Godspeed to you in your 
future years. 


ES 


ECONOMIC STIMULUS: BIG, FAST, 
TOUGH, TEMPORARY, AND SELF- 
REVERSING 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen- 
tleman from California (Mr. SHERMAN) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, let me 
commend you on your years of service 
to this House, to your district, and to 
the Nation, and I look forward to work- 
ing with you and serving the people of 
this Nation in whatever capacity your 
future takes you. 

га like to address the kind of eco- 
nomic stimulus that we should write 
next month. I hope that the economic 
stimulus is big, fast, tough, temporary, 
and self-reversing. 

We face the specter, not just of а re- 
cession, but of a depression. A defla- 
tionary cycle threatens a long period of 
economic contraction. We need an 
enormous, immediate economic stim- 
ulus. But unless that stimulus is well- 
designed, it may not pass Congress, and 
we may not achieve its objectives or it 
may sow the seeds of future, disastrous 
declines in the value of the dollar. 

Now, it is important that this stim- 
ulus be fast and be very large, but it 
also needs to be tough because Federal 
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dollars should not be extended to pri- 
vate interests except on the toughest 
terms. Taxpayers should demand the 
highest yields, the largest equity up- 
side, and the strictest limits on execu- 
tive compensation and perks. 

Being tough on those who get bail- 
outs will give us three advantages. 
First, it will increase public support 
for the bailout, and we are going to 
need a lot of public support to enact 
the size of stimulus that is necessary. 

Second, by being tough on those ob- 
taining bailouts, we can limit the num- 
ber of companies that seek bailouts. 
Not even the Federal Government can 
afford to provide à bailout to everyone 
who will ask for it if executives see the 
Federal Government as a source of 
easy and cheap money. 

Third, by getting a good deal on each 
investment we make, we minimize the 
eventual increase in the Federal deficit 
and the eventual burden to succeeding 
generations. Many of the companies 
that we make investments in will still 
not make it. So we had better make a 
good profit on our winning invest- 
ments. We need to look at not only the 
rate of return that we get on preferred 
Stock but on the value of the warrants 
because the warrants are our share, as 
taxpayers, of the upside of those com- 
panies that are successful. 

It, therefore, concerns me that on a 
recent bailout of Goldman Sachs by the 
Treasury Department, we taxpayers 
got half the rate of return and one- 
sixth the warrants that Mr. Warren 
Buffett was able to receive on а very 
similar investment in the same firm. 

So we must be tough. But we also 
must make sure that the stimulus we 
adopt is temporary and reversible. 
Keynesian economies offers а simple 
prescription for the difficult economic 
times ahead. Easy money now, and aus- 
terity when the economy improves. 

But how in good conscience can I 
vote for a massive economic stimulus 
now if I believe that Congress will not 
be able to adopt fiscal restraint later? 
I know we in Congress love handing out 
money in the form of tax cuts or infra- 
structure projects or subsidies or aid. 
Can we count on а future Congress to 
discontinue expansionary policies and 
adopt austerity when times demand? 

If we adopt a huge fiscal stimulus 
economy now, then both our tendencies 
toward profligacy and toward inertia 
may cause us to leave the spigot on too 
long, perhaps permanently. 

What is likely to happen I fear is 
that the advocates of fiscal responsi- 
bility will prevent us today from get- 
ting the full measure of economic stim- 
ulus that we need now, and that advo- 
cates of tax cuts and free spending to- 
morrow will prevent us from turning 
off the spigot when that is what we 
Should be doing. We will get inadequate 
stimulus in 2009, and we will continue 
the stimulus long after it is necessary 
and even when it is harmful. 
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То avoid this outcome, the stimulus 
package should be both temporary and 
Self-reversing. The same statutes which 
provide for a huge stimulus now should 
also provide for particular and identi- 
fied tax increases and expenditure cuts 
to go into effect in 2013 automatically. 
The statute, of course, could provide 
that those automatic actions will be 
delayed temporarily if we fail to 
achieve 8 percent economic growth in 
2012. 

Now, sure, we're going to need to 
fine-tune this program later, but we 
need to give the upper hand to those 
Members of Congress who will advocate 
for fiscal responsibility in the early 
part of the next decade. If austerity in 
2013 is mandated by statute that we 
adopt in 2009, then the advocates of fis- 
cal responsibility will have a fighting 
chance when the budgets are nego- 
tiated early next decade. 

Only if the economic stimulus pro- 
posal is tough, temporary, and self-re- 
versing can we be confident that Con- 
gress will adopt а proposal that is big 
enough and fast enough to meet to- 
day's needs. And only if the stimulus 
measures are temporary and self-re- 
versing can we make sure that the ac- 
tions we take today do not lead to in- 
flation, higher interest rates, a declin- 
ing dollar and an enormous permanent 
increase in our Federal deficit in the 
years to come. 


—— 


RECOGNIZING THE LOSS OF TWO 
FRIENDS 


The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CUMMINGS). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. LAMPSON) is recognized for 5 min- 
utes. 

Mr. LAMPSON. It is à pleasure to 
Stand before this auspicious body yet 
again and express my farewell and 
make notice of the kind words so many 
of my colleagues made about me and 
my service. It has been a privilege to 
serve in the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives. 

On this night, I would recognize the 
death of two friends of mine who pro- 
vided significant service to the people 
of southeast Texas. 

The electrical workers contracting 
industry lost а tremendous ambassador 
and friend when Charles M. “Charlie” 
LeBlanc died suddenly on Thursday, 
August 21. Charlie served admirably as 
the long-time governor of the south- 
east chapter of NECA. He formed rela- 
tionships at the local, State, and na- 
tional level that were very instru- 
mental in benefiting not only NECA, 
but all of our associated industry part- 
ners and friends. 

Charlie LeBlanc’s career in the elec- 
trical industry began in 1970 when he 
became indentured as an apprentice in 
Beaumont, Texas. Charlie accepted em- 
ployment around this time with Gold 
Crest Electric Company and formed a 
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friendship with а co-worker, Wayne 
Brockett, that would transform into а 
highly successful business partnership. 

The two hardworking, industrious 
men formed Crown Electric Company 
in 1980. Charlie’s natural charm and 
technical acumen was vital in the con- 
tinuing success of Crown Electric, In- 
corporated, and made him a favorite 
with customers, general contractors, 
engineers, and architects. Charlie’s en- 
trepreneurial spirit resulted in a com- 
pany that has contributed to his com- 
munity and the electrical contracting 
industry at large for over 20 years. 

Crown Electric, Inc., became a NECA 
member in 1987, and Charlie LeBlanc’s 
service to the southeast Texas chapter 
was immediate, continuous, and re- 
sounding. Charlie assumed a position 
in 1988 on the Chapter Codes and 
Standards Committee, where he ap- 
plied his technical expertise for the 
next three years, and in 1990, Charlie 
was elected to the chapter board of di- 
rectors, where he continued to serve 
until his passing. Charlie served with 
distinction as chapter treasurer from 
1992 to 2000. And he served concurrently 
on the Chapter Manpower Develop- 
ment, Membership, and Finance Com- 
mittees. Charlie sacrificed a great 
amount of his own personal time in his 
devotion to chapter affairs. 
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In addition to service on the board of 
directors and committees, Charlie 


Served as division chairman of the 
Coastal Sabine Division for 4 years and 
has served on every negotiating com- 
mittee from 1996 to present. Charlie 
Served as trustee on the Greater Texas 
IBEW-NECA Annuity Fund from 1999 
to 2004; trustee on the Southeast Texas 
Benefit Trust from 1998 to 2008; the 
Coastal Sabine Labor Management Co- 
operative Committee from 2001 to 2008; 
and Charlie served continuously on the 
Local Union 479 JATC from 1988 to 2008. 
Charlie's compassionate but firm lead- 
ership, especially on the Apprentice- 
Ship Committee, has had a profound 
and lasting effect on generations of ap- 
prentices and has left an indelibly posi- 
tive mark on our industry's most im- 
portant resource. 

His service at the national level 
began with his appointment to the Dis- 
trict V Apprenticeship Committee in 
1997. Charlie understood the impor- 
tance of political action and was se- 
lected to serve on the NECA National 
Governmental Affairs Committee from 
2000 to 2001 and again in 2008. Most im- 
portant to the chapter, Charlie as- 
sumed the role of Governor in 2001 and 
was an extremely effective and well- 
liked NECA ambassador at all levels of 
our industry. Charlie applied his 
boundless energy, infinite patience, 
and genuine caring and keen instincts 
to the service of our industry. 

Charlie LeBlanc managed to devote 
himself to civic service in the City of 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


Beaumont; service that is important 
not only to the beneficiaries them- 
selves but to the positive perception of 
our customers, community leaders, and 
the IBEW. Charlie served with distinc- 
tion in the past on the City of Beau- 
mont Electrical Board and the City of 
Beaumont Board of Electrical Inspec- 
tors. Charlie served on the board of di- 
rectors of the Southeast Texas AGC. 
He provided service to the Young Men’s 
Business League and served on the 
board of directors of Boy’s Haven, an 
outreach program designed to benefit 
disenfranchised youth. 

Charlie LeBlanc will be terribly 
missed by all who were privileged to 
know him. 

And Charles ‘‘Chuck’’ Wilson, who 
was the tax assessor/collector for 16 
years of Galveston County, Texas, 
Chuck died the night before last. He 
was a very dear friend, one who had 
many friends across southeast Texas 
and in the profession of property tax 
assessors and collectors across the 
State of Texas, and he too will be 
missed. His family loved him and he 
was known and loved by many. 

It has been a privilege to stand before 
the body of the United States House of 
Representatives for 10 years. I am 
wishing my friends and colleagues a 
farewell and Godspeed on the business 
of the United States of America. I wish 
them well. 


EE 
GIVE AMERICA A TAX HOLIDAY 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan- 
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 
60 minutes as the designee of the mi- 
nority leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Mr. Speaker, it’s a 
pleasure to be here on the floor where 
so much history has been made since 
the House moved down here around 
1858, 1859. 

Recently I saw an estimate that our 
Secretary of the Treasury, Mr. Henry 
Paulson, and the Fed Chair may have 
committed or are in the process of 
committing an estimated $7.7 trillion. I 
couldn’t believe it, $7.7 trillion? 

So I wanted to know how much do 
people pay each year in income tax? 
The estimate I got was $1.21 trillion 
from individual income tax payments 
is what is estimated for the year 2008. 
Six and a half times less than what our 
bureaucrats here in Washington, two 
people, have committed us to or are 
trying to commit us to to get the econ- 
omy going and to make credit more 
available so people who are lagging be- 
hind on their mortgages can catch up? 
I couldn’t believe it. Six and a half 
times more than individual income tax 
that’s going to be paid in this year? It’s 
outrageous. 

My first thought was we’d be better 
off if we had an entire tax holiday for 
all of 2008, that everybody that paid in 
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money so far this year gets all of their 
money back. Can you imagine, Mr. 
Speaker, people around this country 
starting to think about how much 
money they would get back that they 
have already paid into the Federal 
treasury this year, how much they 
wouldn’t have to pay in for the rest of 
the year? It’s an incredible amount of 
money. Think about the cars that 
would be bought, how many auto- 
makers would be bailed out as people 
bought new cars. Think about all of the 
mortgages, all the new home sales that 
would take place, new homes built, new 
businesses built. An extraordinary 
amount of money. And yet we've got 
bureaucrats trying to get the economy 
going, obligating six and a half times 
that much money. 

Now, I understand that some of that 
$7.7 trillion is an investment. We have 
heard people say here in Washington, 
leaders I care a lot about, but they’ve 
said only the Federal Government has 
enough patience to hold private assets 
for years until they meet full matu- 
rity. Now, I am finishing my 4th year 
here, but just in the 4 years I have been 
here, I can tell you there is no patience 
in the Federal Government. We can’t 
even keep the same tax incentives in 
place from year to year, and here we’re 
supposed to hold these administration 
to administration? 

The bailout bill in September was a 
fiasco. Even those who supported the 
idea of a bailout bill, when you look 
closely at the bill, should have known 
this was not the thing to do. We have 
never in the history of the country 
since the Constitution came into play 
in 1787, as it came into being, we have 
not given one man this much unre- 
stricted, unfettered authority to just 
obligate hundreds of billions of tax- 
payer dollars just however he feels it 
ought to be spent. 

So you look at the way Secretary 
Paulson has obligated the first $350 bil- 
lion. Well, it’s been squandered when 
you look at the effect it was supposed 
to have. For one thing banks we hear 
are starting to use the money to buy 
up competition. What does that do? It 
monopolizes banking. It kills the com- 
munity bank for sure. And this is the 
same Secretary of the Treasury who 
back in September used his emergency 
authority to say we’re going to stand 
good dollar for dollar for every dollar 
you’ve got in money markets, but we 
are not going to say the same thing for 
the good, safe community banks. 
They’re only good for $100,000. He 
didn’t say it. He didn’t have to. They 
knew it. So he knowingly, and it had to 
be knowingly because I can’t believe 
he’s that ignorant otherwise—he’s a 
very intelligent man. He had to know 
that he was intentionally creating the 
biggest 1-day run on banks in Amer- 
ican history as people went in, pulled 
their money down to the $100,000 level 
that had that much, and moved it to 
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money markets. Maybe that was the 
intent. Since he comes from Wall 
Street, he wanted to take it out of the 
community, the safe, commercial 
banks, and send it to his friends on 
Wall Street. Maybe that was the point, 
but he did that. 

Now, others for whatever reason have 
gotten money and all of à sudden de- 
cided to tighten up credit. I have à 
friend, à constituent in Nacogdoches, 
Texas, who has a restaurant there. He 
went down to Wells Fargo, he tells me 
this week. He went down, I believe it 
was last week, to Wells Fargo in Hous- 
ton and asked for a loan, and they said 
you’re just a little late. Apparently 
after Wells Fargo, they said, got their 
money from the Federal taxpayers, 
they tightened the screws on credit and 
now they could no longer lend it to 
him. They could have if he had been 
there sooner before the Federal Gov- 
ernment gave Wells Fargo the money. 
But now that Wells Fargo got the 
money, it’s time to pull the plug and 
not lend to good borrowers anymore. 

That was not the intent. I was 
against the bailout, voted against it 
both times. Did not support it. You 
read it. We should not have given that 
kind of authority to one person and es- 
pecially the provision that allowed him 
to hire whatever advisers and whatever 
managers, whatever he wanted when he 
was going to outsource that. And now I 
hate to be in a position of saying I told 
you so, but it wasn’t a good bill and 
now we have seen that. 

Now, because he was doing all this 
fear mongering for 2 weeks, you know, 
the financial sky is falling as he ran 
around, he scared the stock market 
into paranoid schizophrenia. That’s 
why it’s up, it’s down, it’s up, it’s 
down. The least little thing sets it off 
because he scared it into that. You 
cannot have a national leader go on 
television and say we’re about to have 
a worse depression than the 1930s. 
We’re about to have a stock market 
crash like 1929. You can’t do that. You 
have to be the one that says ‘‘we have 
nothing to fear but fear itself." Calm 
down, it’s going to be okay. And it 
turns out all the while I read some- 
thing that indicated that we had more 
home sales in September than any 
month since the year 2003. So things 
were going pretty good until we got all 
that fear mongering. 

The other thing was he said he was 
going to buy troubled assets, buy the 
mortgage-backed securities. And if I 
understood right, before the Senate he 
testified he was already thinking by 
the time it passed the House that he 
was going to have to do something else. 
Maybe it was the next day. If he were 
to have been considering doing some- 
thing else other than what he rep- 
resented, going back to my days as a 
judge, if somebody, whether it was the 
Secretary of the Treasury or anybody 
else, comes in and gets money based on 
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false premises or false promises that he 
knows he’s not going to follow through 
on, you get into some interesting doc- 
trines, whether it’s a promissory estop- 
pel, fraud, different things like that. 
The bottom line is it’s time to end his 
authority. 

Now, I’ve had people in this Congress 
tell me, no, what was negotiated with 
the Treasury was that we will get a 
strict up-or-down vote before Paulson 
can spend the other $350 billion. That’s 
not what the bill says. The bill basi- 
cally says that before he can squander 
the other $350 billion, and ‘‘squan- 
dering" is my word and I paraphrase 
based on his prior performance, that 
before he can get that $350 billion, all 
he has to do is propose a plan, and if 
Congress doesn’t vote to disapprove the 
plan within 15 days, he gets the money. 
They could do that over Christmas. 
People not get back in time to have a 
vote, and he’s got the money. 

So it’s time to end that. That’s why 
even though my first thought was a 
whole year tax holiday, and imagine 
what that would do for the economy, it 
would be extraordinary, there were not 
a lot of supporters for that. I love and 
cherish and appreciate the support of 
the great congressman from the State 
of Arizona, JOHN SHADEGG. JOHN has 
been a confidant. He has been a helpful 
source and resource. He liked the idea 
and was telling me tonight he may go 
ahead and file that anyway. But in 
looking at the $350 billion still unspent 
of the original $700 billion that this 
Congress allocated for him to spend, 
let’s cut that off and let’s see what we 
could get instead. Instead of letting 
Mr. Paulson spend that money, let’s let 
the taxpayers keep their own money 
for 2 months. What you would do under 
this bill, and we filed it yesterday, H.R. 
7309, it would allow for the months of 
January and February a complete tax 
holiday. This isn’t by and by in the 
sky. This is real time. In January if 
this bill were to be brought to the 
floor—and I feel sure if it gets to the 
floor it will pass because otherwise 
people would be afraid to face the vot- 
ers if they voted not to let taxpayers 
spend their money but to allow 
Paulson to continue to have that au- 
thority or some other Secretary of the 
Treasury. Let there be no Federal 
withholding for the months of January 
and February. Not only would there be 
no withholding, the tax rate, as it says 
in the bill, for wages received for serv- 
ices performed during the period begin- 
ning January 1, 2009, ending February 
28, 2009, shall be 0 percent. On down it 
indicates self-employment income for 
services performed during the period 
beginning January 1, 2009, ending Feb- 
ruary 28, 2009, the percentage shall be 0 
percent. 
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So, basically, getting a two-twelfth 
or 16% percent tax cut for the year 
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2009, now, that will help get the econ- 
omy going. Why not let somebody have 
that substantial amount of money 
being pulled out of their check and 
sent to Washington for Paulson to 
squander, why not let them have it, let 
them catch up on their mortgage? 

Because I know, I have heard a num- 
ber of people say we fell a little behind 
back when gasoline was $4 a gallon. I 
can’t get my breath. I can’t catch a 
breather. Let them get the breather by 
getting their own money, getting their 
own FICA. Because that means even 
people who are on the lowest wage- 
earning scale, who don’t make enough 
to pay income tax, they still have 
FICA withheld for Social Security and 
all from their paycheck. 

This would let them have that back, 
give them a boost. Since they are not 
having to take anything out for FICA, 
the employer would not have to match 
that for 2 months. That will allow the 
employer not to have to fire anybody 
for a couple of months, give them a lit- 
tle breather to catch up. 

Then at the end of the year you have 
2 months for which you did not have 
income that’s taxable. Now, the reason 
we had to word it the way we did was 
because people were saying, man, if 
that were about to happen, we will just 
postpone Christmas bonuses and put 
them in January or February. Well, 
that’s not what this is for. This is for 
wages earned, for services performed 
during those months, and that would 
make it work. 

Now, I have been joined by my friend 
here from Georgia, Dr. PAUL BROUN, 
who it is an honor to serve with. I 
would like to yield such time to my 
friend, PAUL BROUN, as he may use. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Thank you, 
Mr. GOHMERT, for introducing this very 
innovative legislation. I would like to 
ask a couple of questions if you don’t 
mind, if that’s all right with you, have 
a little colloquy with you. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Certainly. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. If I remember 
correctly, John F. Kennedy, when he 
became President, lowered the tax 
rate, the top tax rates, which were ex- 
tremely high at the time, but he low- 
ered those. If I remember correctly, 
didn’t that stimulate the economy, and 
didn’t we have a stronger economy 
when President Kennedy, a Democrat, 
actually lowered taxes? 

Mr. GOHMERT. It absolutely did, no 
question. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. I kind of re- 
member also that Ronald Reagan did 
the same thing, and we had one of the 
fastest growths of economy in the his- 
tory of this Nation, is that not correct? 

Mr. GOHMERT. You remember cor- 
rectly, yes, sir. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. And I think 
also when President Bush proposed cut- 
ting capital gains taxes and the death 
taxes and other things, gave us an in- 
crease in child tax credits, I think that 
also stimulated the economy? 
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Mr. GOHMERT. It certainly did. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. That's the 
thing about your bill that I see. This 
will lower the tax rate for everybody. 
It's time to bail out the taxpayer. 

It's time to bail out small business, 
and we are not doing that. We have 
been bailing out the Wall Street bank- 
ers, the big insurance companies, now 
the Big Three automakers, but the car 
dealers need а bailout. Small business 
needs a bailout. Working people need à 
bailout, and the best way to do that is 
pass your bill, in my opinion. 

Actually, I think our mutual friend, 
JOHN SHADEGG, did introduce his bill 
this evening, is what I understand. He 
came up to me on the floor and did in- 
troduce the bill. I àm honored to be à 
cosponsor of that bill, as well as yours. 
I applaud you for the idea, because you 
brought it up, and JOHN SHADEGG took 
that idea. 

Mr. GOHMERT. I аш a cosponsor on 
Mr. SHADEGG's bill as well, because I 
love the idea. It would get the economy 
flying so high, going to strong. Who 
knows if and when it could ever come 
down, it would move it so quickly. 
Thank you. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. Mr. GOH- 
MERT, the thing I see about your bill 
that I see is that what it will do is it 
will put dollars in people's pockets. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Absolutely. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. And they will 
be able to go and help pay off their 
mortgages. They will be able to go and 
help buy à new automobile. So that 
will bail out the car dealers, which this 
bailout deal that we passed, that the 
House passed tonight, is not going to 
do. 

In fact, there is nothing in this bill 
that guarantees the car dealers are 
going to have their warranties recog- 
nized. There is nothing in this bill to- 
night, from what I understand, that's 
going to give them their hold back that 
the car companies are keeping from 
the car dealers. 

So, actually, the car dealers are 
working on a float—I mean, the car 
manufacturing companies are working 
on a float from the car dealers, which 
is totally unfair. It's something that 
your bill will actually give people dol- 
lars in their pocket. That's going to 
stimulate our economy, I believe, and I 
think you believe the same thing too. 

It will stimulate our economy, be- 
cause what we have to do to create jobs 
is for people to have money, to be able 
to invest it, whether they save it and 
put that money in the bank or in some 
financial institution, so the financial 
institution that then, in turn, can loan 
that money out to someone else, it will 
put money in the hands of small busi- 
ness, so that that will be stronger. 
That will create jobs, which creates а 
Stronger economy every time we have 
Seen а lowering of tax rates throughout 
this country, by Democratic as well as 
Republican Presidents, Democratic and 
Republican Congresses. 
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We have seen а growth of the econ- 
omy of the United States. Everybody, 
everybody has benefited, from the low- 
est wage owners to the highest wage 
earners. It also creates jobs so that 
this brings people who are unemployed 
into the job market. We have seen a 
greater income to the Federal Govern- 
ment because of the increase in the 
economy. 

I was asked today at your news con- 
ference, by one of the members of the 
press, is your bill one that's going to 
create a bigger deficit? Frankly, I told 
the young lady that asked me that 
that, no, I don't think it's going to cre- 
ate a deficit. If you scored by static 
Scoring then maybe. But if you do dy- 
namic scoring, which is real live scor- 
ing, then the Federal Government will 
get more money in because of greater 
economic activity in America. 

We will see à greater growth of our 
economy. We will see jobs created. We 
will see people catching up on their 
mortgages. Are people going out and 
actually buying houses? 

So we will see à tremendous eco- 
nomic growth throughout America. 
That's the reason I have cosponsored 
your bill. I applaud your efforts. I have 
also cosponsored JOHN SHADEGG’s bill, 
which is actually your bill, and I con- 
gratulate you on that also. 

We have to bail out the taxpayer. We 
have to bail out the working man and 
woman in this Nation. We have to build 
small businesses, because that’s the en- 
gine that drives the economy of the 
United States. That’s where most jobs 
are created in America. 

It’s absolutely critical for us to lower 
taxes, not raise taxes. It’s absolutely 
critical for us to stop borrowing money 
from our grandchildren, not only our 
children, but our grandchildren, and 
that’s what we are doing. We are cre- 
ating greater Federal debt, greater 
deficits, and we are borrowing that 
money, actually, today, from China 
and foreign entities, and our grand- 
children will have to pay for that. It’s 
criminal, it’s immoral, in my opinion, 
that we are doing that as a Congress. 

So, Mr. GOHMERT, I highly applaud 
what you have done in this bill. I high- 
ly applaud your very innovative think- 
ing, your thinking outside the box, if 
you will, to use a trite phrase. 

But what you have done is you have 
brought a piece of legislation that if 
the American public will just under- 
stand how important this is to them, 
how this will put dollars in their pock- 
et, it will help them pay their bills. It 
will help them to catch up if they are 
behind. 

It will help create new jobs. It will 
help create a stronger economy. Your 
bill and JOHN SHADEGG’s bill is the kind 
of spark plug that we need to have a 
greater economy, and to stop these dol- 
drums that we have today. 

I deplore what Hank Paulson has 
done. I think it’s just horrible that he 
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has created this tremendous fear 
throughout our Nation, so people are 
holding on to their money, those that 
even have it. There are segments of our 
society that are doing fairly well eco- 
nomically. But there are many seg- 
ments of our society that need some 
help, and your bill will help everybody 
at all levels, from the lowest-income 
people in this country to the highest. 

It will help create a stronger econ- 
omy. It will help create economic 
growth. It will help create new jobs. It 
will help do the things that we des- 
perately need to do to put this country 
back on the right course from an eco- 
nomic standpoint. 

So, Mr. GOHMERT, I highly applaud 
what you have done, and I want the 
American taxpayers to be able to con- 
trol their own money, not Mr. Paulson, 
or whoever the new finance czar might 
be. We have set up a finance czar in 
this country, and I think that is ex- 
tremely dangerous. 

As you said in your opening remarks, 
we are federalizing banks. We have cre- 
ated an environment where the 
megabanks are buying up smaller 
banks, so we have less competition. 
The marketplace is the best way to 
control quality, quantity and cost of 
all goods and services. 

So we need to defederalize the finan- 
cial institutions, we need to put money 
back in the pockets of the taxpayers, 
the workers of America. We need to put 
money back in the pockets of small 
business owners so that they can cre- 
ate a stronger business and thus create 
more jobs, and your bill just does ex- 
actly those things. 

So I highly applaud what you are 
doing with this bill, and I call upon the 
American taxpayers, the American 
public, to contact your Member of Con- 
gress and demand a vote on the Goh- 
mert bill. 

What is the number, Mr. GOHMERT? 

Mr. GOHMERT. It would be H.R. 7309. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. H.R. 7309; is 
that correct? 

Mr. GOHMERT. That’s correct. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. H.R. 7309, so 
I hope that the people watching to- 
night will contact their neighbors, 
their friends, their family members, 
contact everybody they know and say 
there is a bill in Congress, right now, 
today, that can be voted on, that will 
lower our tax rate by 16% percent, 
right? 

Mr. GOHMERT. That’s correct. 

Mr. BROUN of Georgia. And it will 
put dollars back in people’s pockets. It 
will help stimulate our economy, and it 
will help us to get back on the right 
track economically so that America 
can be economically secure. 

So I applaud what you are doing. I 
highly recommend to other Members of 
Congress to get on your bill, and I 
highly recommend that the American 
public contact their Member of Con- 
gress in the House and the Senate and 
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demand а vote on Mr. GOHMERT'S bill, 
H.R. 7309, which will lower your tax 
rate, put money in your pocket, and let 
you control your economic destiny. 

Mr. GOHMERT, I thank you so much, 
and I appreciate this time that you 
have yielded to me. 

Mr. GOHMERT. I sure do thank my 
friend from Georgia. I appreciate those 
comments very much. 

This poster pretty much says it all. 
This is what boils down H.R. 7309 into 
a nutshell. You have the Secretary of 
the Treasury Paulson here on one side, 
and then they have got you, the tax- 
payer, all the taxpayers across Amer- 
ica on the other. The question is, who 
do you want to spend your $350 billion, 
because it hasn’t been spent very well. 

When you hear that there are execu- 
tives that may get millions in bonuses 
for running their business into the 
ground, and, sure, the government has 
some culpability in that, we sure do. 
Things haven’t been run very well. But, 
obviously, they haven’t run them very 
well either, and they want bonuses 
while the taxpayers they are taking it 
from have none and are cutting back 
on Christmas presents. Because of the 
way things are going, it is really trag- 
ic. 
My friend from Georgia mentioned 
the automakers bailout that we voted 
on tonight is a mistake, it’s not prop- 
erly done. It is only a temporary fix 
that’s going to lead to more and more 
and more. It sounds like a placation to 
the UAW. 

I am much more concerned about car 
dealers than the UAW. I am very con- 
cerned about the auto workers and all 
these plants all over the country. 

Because one of the things I found 
when we went to China a few years ago, 
a number of bipartisan groups went, 
talked to different CEOs from industry. 
Why did you move your industry to 
China? 

Over and over we heard them say, 
well, our quality control was better in 
America. I thought perhaps they would 
вау we moved because of the cheaper 
labor. They said, yes, labor is cheaper, 
and no unions to deal with. But that's 
not the reason we kept hearing that 
they moved. It was that we have a cor- 
porate tax that's over twice what 
China has, and then apparently they 
are willing to negotiate with some cor- 
porations, depending on what they 
bring to China. 
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So I am not as concerned for organi- 
zations as I am for the individuals; the 
workers in these plants, the workers at 
the car dealers, all these people that 
will be hurt if the automobile makers 
in America go down. But I don't think 
that will happen, even through a chap- 
ter 11. 

But I am extremely concerned any 
time any entity has money that be- 
longs to other people and they hold on 
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to it as if for ransom, and that is what 
we are hearing may be happening with 
some of the hold-back money, the re- 
bate money that is owed by the auto 
makers to the dealers. And it is just 
not right. 

You come in here to Congress beg- 
ging for money and you are not even 
going to live up to your side of the bar- 
gain? Regardless of what your religious 
beliefs are, and I never seek to impose 
mine on anyone else, but Jesus did 
refer to such a situation in one of his 
parables, like as in one person being 
forgiven their debts, and then they go 
and lord it over someone under them. 

We are seeing that kind of thing, and 
it should not be happening, and there 
should not be a dime provided to the 
auto makers until they provide the 
money that is owed to the people that 
they have, that should be going to 
these dealers rather than holding them 
up for the money they are properly 
owed. I don’t think they ought to get a 
dime until they are properly reim- 
bursed themselves out in the dealer- 
ships. 

Anyway, we have bureaucrats in 
Washington picking winners and losers. 
The former Speaker of the House of 
Representatives, Newt Gingrich, wrote 
an article this past week, and I quote 
from it: “The bankruptcy of the cur- 
rent Washington political establish- 
ment makes Representative Louie 
Gohmert’s new proposal for a tax holi- 
day proposal intriguing." 

He went on to say, ‘‘What Pelosi and 
Paulson are proposing to pour into 
crony capitalism is more than what it 
would cost to give every American tax- 
payer a total Federal tax holiday for 2 
months." It is a great article and I 
would commend that to you. ‘‘A people 
stimulus package, a tax holiday in- 
stead of à bailout." He has a website at 
Newt.org. 

Also American Solutions has some 
wonderful information about the pro- 
posed tax holiday. And Jeb Babbin of 
Human Events, the publisher there, has 
a tremendous article on this. He has 
been extraordinary in his support for 
this idea. At one point he says, ‘‘Most 
Americans were opposed to the bank 
bailout last fall, and neither they nor 
the markets themselves have con- 
fidence that any of the bailouts or 
‘stimulus packages’ will work. They 
will have confidence in Gohmert's plan 
because it is an economic stimulus 
that has been proven by history. Tax 
cuts mean more spending, savings and 
investment. They pave the way to eco- 
nomic recovery. Government bailouts 
do not." 

He said, *Gohmert's tax holiday plan 
is eloquent in its simplicity." 

Mr. Speaker, that is all I know to do, 
is come back with simplicity. 

"Every American taxpayer would pay 
no Federal income or FICA taxes for 
the first two months of 2009. For the 
typical American family earning about 
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$50,000 а year, that would mean they 
would keep about $2,000 that would oth- 
erwise be paid to the government. Peo- 
ple making that kind of money could 
certainly use $2,000 more than someone 
getting a multi-million dollar bonus.” 

“Та any event," he says, ‘‘Gohmert’s 
plan doesn't pay for Wall Street bo- 
nuses or let banks use bailout money 
to buy other banks or pay dividends. It 
doesn't rely on bureaucrats to pay 
money out to the right people at the 
right time or try to stimulate the 
economy with token payments to peo- 
ple who don't pay taxes. Most Ameri- 
cans pay about 25 percent of their in- 
come in Federal income tax and an- 
other 7.25 percent in FICA, Social Se- 
curity and Medicare taxes. 

“Computing how much money 
Gohmert’s tax holiday would leave in 
your family’s checkbook is very sim- 
ple. The fact is, you can just look at 
your paycheck. Look at the stub. It 
will tell you how much has been held 
out of your check. You see how much 
has been held out of your check for a 
month for Federal withholding and for 
FICA. That is what you would get 
back." 

I would like to point out, there was à 
quote decades ago from John Kenneth 
Galbraith about economists. Opinions 
of economists have been bantered 
about over and over again. But I think 
about Galbraith’s quote when he said 
there are only two kinds of economists: 
There are those who don’t know, and 
those who don’t know they don’t know, 
and I think our Treasury Secretary is 
in the latter category. 

An interesting article published, 
“Less Government is More Better," by 
Ted Nugent. The guy is amazing. He is 
a rock star, and he is an amazing rock 
star when it comes to political philos- 
ophy as well, and Iam quoting from his 
article. 

He says, “That is right, a 2 month, 
$350 billion tax holiday, and no income 
tax for January and February 2009. 
This would be massive wads of your 
money staying in your pockets where 
it belongs, surely doing more for the 
sagging economy than using it to bail 
out Wall Street or the automotive in- 
dustry.” 

He also says, ‘‘Fedzilla,’’ apparently 
that is his term for the Federal Gov- 
ernment here in Washington, ‘‘has just 
gotten bigger and bigger. Of course, 
Fedzilla," he says, ‘‘bureaucrats such 
as Speaker Pelosi and others, will fight 
Congressman Gohmert's proposal be- 
cause they believe Fedzilla knows how 
to better spend your money than you 
do. But this arrogant attitude by 
Fedzilla-addicted zombies is always the 
problem, never the solution." 

He said, ‘‘Fedzilla rarely gets any- 
thing right. Need proof? Quick, name 
three specific things Fedzilla has spent 
your money on which you believe was à 
wise use of your tax dollars." 

He says, “Taxpayers are partially to 
blame for the financial mess created by 
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Fedzilla. We have sat idly by and drank 
the bureaucratic Kool-Aid brewed by 
Fedzilla and slowly surrendered our fi- 
nancial independence to big govern- 
ment bureaucrats. Shame on us," Ted 
Nugent says. He says, ‘‘We should have 
been snarling watchdogs of the bureau- 
crats with our tax dollars stuffed in 
their bloated wallets, instead of solace, 
disconnected, apathetic accomplice 
lapdogs.”’ 

You have got a quote here from 
Thomas Jefferson. Ted Nugent quotes 
Jefferson saying, ‘‘I predict future hap- 
piness for Americans if they can pre- 
vent the government from wasting the 
labors of the people under the pretense 
of taking care of them." 

Boy, if that doesn’t apply. Of course, 
Ted Nugent says, ‘‘You think?" Sounds 
like my sister’s response. ‘‘You think?" 

In any event, this is a simple bill. 
And I know some people have said, 
won’t that hurt Social Security? Sec- 
tion 3 deals with that, and requires the 
Secretary of the Treasury, in consulta- 
tion with the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services and the Commissioner 
of Social Security as appropriate, to 
determine what impact the non- 
payment of FICA for 2 months would 
have on the Social Security trust fund 
and the Federal Old Age and Survivors 
Insurance trust fund, Federal Dis- 
ability Insurance trust fund, Federal 
Hospital Insurance trust fund, and they 
have to make sure the difference is 
made up. 

We have already allocated $350 bil- 
lion, so shutting them down from using 
that and saying the taxpayers get it in- 
stead sounds like a pretty good deal. I 
hope it would. 

We have got to get back to the roots 
of what America was founded on. It 
broke my heart back in September 
when we had this bailout proposed. On 
that first Monday we took the vote, 
some of us knew it was going to be 
tough in the stock market. Why? Be- 
cause the Treasury Secretary had fore- 
cast a self-fulfilling prophesy that the 
stock market would drop unless he got 
his $700 billion slush fund. 

Well, that is a self-fulfilling proph- 
ecy. When you promise the market is 
going to drop unless something hap- 
pens, it usually happens the way you 
say it, because the market is fragile. It 
relies so much on confidence. So it 
dropped 777 points. Something Biblical 
about that, 777. Or I guess if you are 
into I guess slot machines, something 
intriguing about that as well, 777. 

But it also broke my heart to see so 
many people, they knew the principles 
of this country, they knew what it was 
founded on. They knew what started 
the Revolution. They had their history. 
They knew that the people in the colo- 
nies, in what back then were the colo- 
nies of America, did not want the 
king's government, any government, 
owning all that they held dear in this 
country. 
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When the king, the government, 
started exhorting too much power and 
control and ownership over things in 
the colony, it started a revolution. 
When the signers of the Declaration of 
Independence signed that document, 
they knew that King George would see 
it. It was posted. It was made avail- 
able. It was read out. People knew who 
had signed it, and so would King 
George III. They knew if the Revolu- 
tion failed, their lives were over. 

You look at the end of the Declara- 
tion of Independence. They said ‘‘we 
pledge our lives, our fortunes," and 
many of them lost both. Some lost 
their lives, some lost their fortunes, 
some lost their families, but they be- 
lieved it was worth it to have a coun- 
try in which people could be free to de- 
cide what to do with their own prop- 
erty. 

You know, the pilgrims tried this 
idea of basically socialism. They had a 
beautiful compact when they came to 
this land here, the ‘‘New World" they 
called it. The compact was they would 
all share the land, they would all 
produce from it, they would bring into 
the common storehouse and then they 
would share equally. 

After the first winter, when so many 
died of starvation, they realized we got 
to go do something different here. First 
of all, if you don't work, you don't eat. 
Sound familiar? That is what the Apos- 
tle Paul had to order after the New 
Testament church tried the idea of ev- 
erybody bringing into the common 
storehouse and then sharing it equally. 

The other thing they did was provide 
private plots of land to each individual 
во they could eat what they produced 
and then share what was left. That is 
the way America got started. Those 
were lessons that the founders knew. 
And they knew that if individuals had 
the ability to succeed and flourish as 
private individuals without govern- 
ment control and government constant 
intervention, that this could become 
the greatest country in the world. 

If you read one of John Adams's let- 
ters to Abigail after the signing of the 
Declaration, you can just virtually feel 
the excitement. He said, ‘‘This is a 
great day." My paraphrase is, this is à 
great day. We have within our grasp in 
this country something that the phi- 
losophers and the dreamers have only 
dreamed about, and that is within our 
grasp. This day ought to be celebrated 
throughout this Nation's history with 
picnics and parades, and he mentioned 
firing of guns. We substitute fireworks. 
He knew how important it was, because 
of the ideal that people could have a 
government, this experiment in gov- 
ernment, where they would control the 
government and govern themselves. 

And somehow we have wandered so 
far from that that in September of this 
year, we could have a bill that so many 
would vote for that would allow one 
man, a king of a treasurer, to buy pri- 
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vate assets, let the government take 
them and make money. 

Let me just say, when you hear 
somebody in the government say we 
are going to take taxpayer money and 
make money with it, then the response 
Should be, it is none of your business. 
Taxpayers always make more money 
with taxpayer money than the govern- 
ment could ever do. That is not their 
job. It is called socialism when the gov- 
ernment buys into banks, buys stock in 
the banks, buys stock in insurance 
companies, and stock has been offered 
in the car companies. 

We have a bill that will make а Car 
Czar. Can you imagine? I mean, Ted 
Nugent called the government 
*"Fedzilla." Can you imagine the kind 
of creation Fedzilla would come up 
with if it starts being the Car Czar, de- 
signing cars and telling Detroit what 
they have to produce? I wouldn't want 
to buy one of those. We saw those kind 
of cars. Not that many people bought 
the Yugos or the other Russian cars 
produced over there designed by a gov- 
ernment-controlled car company. 
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People didn't want them. They want- 
ed American cars if they could get 
them. 

But, in any event, we've come to this 
time when, in American history, people 
would willingly vote to socialize à seg- 
ment of the economy. I was told, well, 
this couldn't be socialism, this was be- 
fore the final vote, because I only know 
three socialists in America and they're 
all against the bailout bill. 

Well, it turns out they didn't like the 
idea of giving Wall Street all this 
money. They just wanted the govern- 
ment to take over the financial sector. 
But hearing one of them on television 
after the bailout, he said, you know, 
this actually ends up being a great day 
because we've federalized, socialized 
whatever you want—he didn't say that, 
but it's basically socialized à segment 
of the financial economy, the financial 
Sector. And now we just need, accord- 
ing to him, to take over the rest of it 
and then we spread it across the coun- 
try. 

That sounds good. And I heard some- 
body call into a talk show and say, 
what's really wrong with socialism? 

Well, let me explain it to you this 
way. When I was an exchange student 
in the Soviet Union back in 1978, I 
spent the summer over there; went out 
to à collective farm, and there were 
some farmers who were sitting in the 
Shade, you know, mid-morning. 

Well, Гуе worked on farms, ranches, 
growing up in East Texas, and I know, 
during the summer, like this was, you 
Start your work as quick as you can 
after daylight, and you want to be fin- 
ished before the sun gets too hot. I've 
worked in 104, 105-degree heat with lots 
of humidity and it isn't fun, so you try 
and finish before it gets that hot. 
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These guys were all sitting in the 
Shade. And I spoke a little Russian 
back then and I asked them, trying to 
be nice, when do you work out in the 
field? And they laughed at me, at the 
question. And one of them spoke and 
said, I make the same number of rubles 
if I’m out there or if I’m here, so Pm 
here. That’s why socialism never 
works, because when people find out 
that they can get just as much as the 
person that works from sun up to sun 
down, then it falls apart. 

Now, the Soviets set a record of hav- 
ing socialism for 70 years. And the only 
way they could make it work was to 
have a tyrannical central government 
that could kill you or imprison you if 
you didn’t play along. But it was 
doomed to failure. 

Socialism is always doomed to fail- 
ure. And this country, if it were to con- 
tinue going down this road, would not 
make 70 years unless it went to a ty- 
rannical government as well; and God 
help us if that were to happen. 

In any event, I would rather the 
prayers be that God continue to bless 
America; that we get back to our 
founding principles; that we embrace 
the principles that made America 
great, and not the principles that 
brought about the Revolution. 

My bill, H.R. 7309, helps get us back 
a little bit on track. And you know 
what a great healthy by-product would 
be? When people start realizing how 
much money they’re sending to Wash- 
ington, they might demand a little bet- 
ter accountability, the kind of ac- 
countability we have not gotten from 
the first $350 billion that have been 
squandered for who knows what. It 
hasn’t helped. 

But with that, Mr. Speaker, I appre- 
ciate the patience. I would encourage, 
Mr. Speaker, people all across America 
to call your Representative, call your 
Senators, let them know that the tax- 
payers should be the one to spend the 
$350 billion, not the Treasury Sec- 
retary. 


a 


VACATING 5-MINUTE SPECIAL 
ORDER 


The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
KAGEN). Without objection, the 5- 
minute Special Order of the gentleman 
from California (Mr. HUNTER) is va- 
cated. 

There was no objection. 


EE 


THANKING AMERICANS IN 
UNIFORM WHO SERVED IN IRAQ 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan- 
uary 18, 2007, the gentleman from Cali- 
fornia (Mr. HUNTER) is recognized for 60 
minutes. 

Mr. HUNTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise to- 
night to do something that I think has 
been a long time coming. On March 19 
of 2003, the United States made the ini- 
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tial strikes in Iraq with two F-117 air- 
craft carrying 2,000-pound bombs that 
initiated the action in which Ameri- 
cans took Iraq, overthrew the dictator, 
Saddam Hussein, ultimately  estab- 
lished a free government, and built 
from scratch a security apparatus and 
a military in Iraq capable of protecting 
that free government. And today, Mr. 
Speaker, I thought it would be appro- 
priate for this Congress to thank the 
more than 1 million Americans in uni- 
form who have served in Iraq, in the 
Army, the Navy, the Marine Corps, the 
Air Force, the Coast Guard and in our 
intelligence services and our security 
services, to thank those more than 1 
million Americans, men and women, 
for doing something that Americans 
often applaud; that's winning. We have 
won in Iraq. 

Mr. Speaker, it was March 19 when 
we initiated that operation with those 
first Tomahawk missiles that were 
launched on leadership positions in 
Baghdad, and those first two F-117 
stealth aircraft that moved out and 
dropped 2,000-pound bombs on impor- 
tant sites. And after that, just 48 hours 
later, on March 20, 2003, two prongs of 
coalition forces moved across the berm 
in Kuwait, after American intelligence 
agents and American Special Operation 
Forces had laid the groundwork, and 
they moved out and they started to 
move toward Baghdad. 

Mr. Speaker, the launch of the oper- 
ations and the ground forces and, inci- 
dentally, those ground forces were led 
by Army Lieutenant General David 
McKiernan. He was the commanding 
general of the Combined Forces Land 
Component Command. They crossed 
the line of departure from the Kuwaiti 
desert into Southern Iraq, and they had 
to go about 600 kilometers to get to 
Baghdad. We covered that distance in 
record time. And I don’t know how 
many people in Congress or in the 
American populace remember it, but 
you had many commentators, many 
armchair commentators stating that 
the United States forces would be 
bogged down, that Secretary of Defense 
Don Rumsfeld had not sent enough 
forces, and that we would see this oper- 
ation grind to a halt and we would take 
heavy casualties. They were wrong, 
and Tommy Franks’ forces, in fact, you 
would have talk shows in which the 
commentator or the guest would be 
talking about American forces bogging 
down, and his statement would be in- 
terrupted by a news flash that Tommy 
Franks’ forces had taken yet another 
one of Saddam Hussein’s strongholds. 

So we drove on to Baghdad. And on 
March 21, in fact, Iraq's 5186 Army Di- 
vision, which was estimated to be 
about 8,000 personnel, surrendered and 
deserted at Iraq’s southern border. 

The main ground effort was led by 
U.S. Army Fifth Corps under Lieuten- 
ant General William Wallace. Fifth 
Corps moved along a western route up 
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to Baghdad, and the First Marine Expe- 
ditionary Force, 1MEF, under General 
James Conway, now the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps, moved along the 
more urban route closer to the border 
with Iran, on the east side. They took 
the far southern port of Umm Kasar. 
The main Marine force encountered 
some resistance as they pushed north, 
in particular, An Nasariya. 

Mr. Speaker, I can remember talking 
with a young Marine who had some in- 
juries and was at Bethesda hospital 
shortly after that operation, and he 
talked about how much he loved those 
Marine tanks when he was pinned down 
by fire coming from several buildings 
at An Nasariya, and these big Marine 
tanks came whipping in, laid some 
heavy fire on the Feyadeen who were 
laying down these torrents of RPG fire; 
that’s rocket propelled grenades. And 
they rushed out, that is the Feyadeen 
did, after being hit with several tank 
volleys, and surrendered to the Marines 
at that choke point. 

In the west, the Army faced a longer 
distance but a less populated terrain. 
And Fifth Corps began combat oper- 
ations with two divisions under its 
command, the Third ID under Major 
General Blunt, and the 101st Airborne 
Division, the 101st under Major General 
David Petraeus. 

The Third ID led the western charge 
to Baghdad. They moved speedily 
through the south. They reached Sad- 
dam International Airport on April 4 of 
2008. At that point the division 
launched the first of what it called 
“thunder runs." And a thunder run" 
was а fast armored strike going right 
into the heart of Baghdad. And accord- 
ing to the Brigade Commander in 
Charge, General David Perkins, the 
Americans wanted to ‘‘create as much 
confusion as they could inside the 
city." And the second purpose was to 
make sure that no one in that city, 
whether it was a member of the Iraqi 
population or an Iraqi leader, had any 
doubt that the city had fallen and the 
Americans were in charge. 

The 101st followed the Third ID up 
the western route into Southern Iraq, 
clearing resistance in southern cities, 
and that allowed the Third ID to move 
up very quickly. Soldiers from the 
101st faced intense fighting in Hillah, 
Najaf and Karbala. And just after mid- 
April à division arrived and set up its 
headquarters in Mosul in northern 
Iraq. 

In the north, on March 26, 2008, the 
173га Airborne jumped into Iraq. They 
had to parachute into Northern Iraq 
because the Turkish government de- 
cided not to allow the Fourth Infantry 
Division to move across Turkey into 
that anchor position in the north. So 
the 173га, deploying out of Italy, flying 
in C-17s, jumped at about 1:30 in the 
morning; came into some hip-deep 
mud, but they anchored Northern Iraq, 
and they linked up with the peshmerga 
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and Kurdish fighters who were moving 
then into the Kirkuk area and moved 
down and secured and anchored that 
northern portion of Iraq. 

The UK First Armored Division, our 
great friends in the coalition, the 
United Kingdom, the Brits, were oper- 
ating under the Marine force, took the 
important port city of Basra by April 6 
of 2003. 

On April 9, 2008, just some 21 days 
after we had gone over the line from 
Kuwait into Iraq, the statue of Saddam 
Hussein fell in Baghdad. This was just 
21 days after we initiated that oper- 
ation. 

Mr. Speaker, we had, at that point, 
taken less than 150 KIA, precious 
American lives, but we had destroyed 
more than 20 enemy divisions in an un- 
precedented move through the center 
of Iraq. 

And for that, Mr. Speaker, I know 
that over the last year or so the pun- 
dits have been filling their pages, and 
some politicians have been filling their 
quote lines with critical statements 
about Don Rumsfeld. But Don Rums- 
feld’s operation, in ignoring the critics 
who wanted him to build slowly and to 
bring in more divisions before he 
moved on Baghdad, was absolutely 
right, and the critics who said he would 
bog down were absolutely wrong be- 
cause he moved with precision, like à 
hot knife through butter, straight into 
Baghdad and took down the Iraqi divi- 
sions before they could really establish 
а strong position against the Ameri- 
cans. 

And I might add that General Myers, 
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs at 
that time, was an able assistant in 
helping to carry out Secretary Rums- 
feld's policy. 

The First Armored Division also 
began arriving in Iraq in April 2008. 
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Saddam Hussein was captured out- 
side his hometown of Tikrit by 4ID 
units on December 13, 2008. 

In April 2004, the young Shiite cleric 
Muqtada al-Sadr and his militia, which 
we refer to as the Mahdi Army staged 
uprisings in cities and towns through- 
out the Shiia populated southern Iraq, 
just as a volatile Sunni populated City 
of Fallujah in Anbar province sim- 
mered in the wake of the murders of 
four Blackwater contractors. 

For all the great men and women of 
the United States Marines, the chapter 
entitled ‘‘Fallujah’’ will forever be a 
part of the history of the U.S. Marines, 
which testifies to their tenacity, to 
their greatness on the field of battle, to 
their compassion for their fellow ma- 
rines, to their ability to handle tough, 
difficult situations, for their tenacity, 
and for their courage. 

Now, we went into Fallujah right 
after the four contractors were hung 
from the bridge and burned. After we 
were partway through the city, because 
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of political considerations, which was a 
real mistake on the part of the Amer- 
ican governance and Iraq, the marines 
were pulled back out of the city even 
though they’d taken KIA. At that 
point, they were moving swiftly 
through that city and were taking out 
the terrorists. 

Well, after that, Fallujah became a 
hotbed for terrorists and a base for op- 
erations throughout al Anbar province. 
So, in November, the marines went 
back again, and they went into a deter- 
mined enemy who was waiting for 
them, who was set in place, but it’s a 
credit to the great men and women 
who wear the uniform of the United 
States Marine Corps, from where the 
sun now stands to the end of our his- 
tory. The chapter of “Fallujah” is a 
testament to their capability and to 
their courage. 

I want every single marine in the 
United States and every family of a 
marine and every neighbor and every 
friend of a marine and every citizen 
who loves that globe and anchor to be 
proud of what they did in Fallujah. 

In Fallujah, they went into a deter- 
mined enemy. The operation included 
some 540 air strikes, 14,000 artillery and 
mortar shells fired, 2,500 tank main 
gun rounds fired, and at the end of that 
operation, over 70 marines had been 
KIA—that is killed in action—and over 
609 had been wounded. Incidentally, 
army units participated in that, and a 
few other coalition units participated 
in that, but of the 39,000 buildings in 
Fallujah, 18,000 had been damaged or 
had been taken down by the force and 
fury of this marine operation. Now, at 
the same time, military operations in 
the town of Tal Afar in 2005 marked an 
early, multifaceted and successful ap- 
plication of what we call counterinsur- 
gency approaches. 

In Washington, Tal Afar gave birth 
to a new Iraq policy lexicon in Iraq, 
though not immediately to the ex- 
panded use of counterinsurgency prac- 
tices. Tal Afar is located in Ninewah 
Province, along the route from the pro- 
vincial capital of Mosul to Syria. Its 
population is about 290,000. It includes 
Sunni Arabs, Kurds, Turkmen, and 
Yezidis. 

From April 2003 until early 2004, the 
101st Airborne Division had responsi- 
bility for Ninewah and for Iraq’s three 
northern, largely Kurdish populated 
provinces. Because the north was rel- 
atively quiet, due in part to the effec- 
tiveness of the pesh merga, the 101st 
was able to concentrate primarily on 
Ninewah, a relatively high troops-to- 
population ratio. 

In early 2005 when the 101st rede- 
ployed, the responsibility for the area 
passed to а much smaller striker bri- 
gade. That brigade, in turn, was peri- 
odically asked to provide forces for op- 
erations elsewhere in Iraq. So the coa- 
lition force footprint in Ninewah was 
substantially reduced. Tal Afar was а 
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convenient trade route location, and à 
mixed population perfect for fomenting 
sectarian strife became a base of oper- 
ations for former regime elements and 
Sunni extremists, including suicide 
bombers. 

In May 2005, the 3rd Armored Cavalry 
Regiment, now commanded by Colonel 
H.R. McMaster, arrived in Tal Afar. 
Colonel McMaster was familiar with 
OIF issues from his previous service as 
director of General Abizaid’s Com- 
mander’s Action Group at CENTCOM. 

In early 2005, the ACR began their de- 
ployment preparations at home in Fort 
Carson, Colorado, studying counterin- 
surgency approaches. Later in Iraq, 
Colonel McMaster described the regi- 
ment’s mission in the classical coun- 
terinsurgency lexicon of population se- 
curity. The whole purpose of the oper- 
ation is to secure the population so 
that we can lift the enemy’s campaign 
of intimidation and coercion over the 
population and allow economic and po- 
litical development to proceed here and 
to return to normal life. 

Now, for every single American who 
participated in the Iraq operation—and 
I don’t care if you were stocking 
shelves in Kuwait or fixing strikers as 
a mechanic or working in Balad in lo- 
gistics or making thunder runs in 
Baghdad early in the war or going 
house to house in Fallujah—you par- 
ticipated in a very important oper- 
ation. 

Let me tell you why it’s very clear 
that we’ve won in Iraq. We’ve deposed 
Saddam Hussein. Saddam Hussein was 
the guy who sent Chemical Ali to put 
poisoned gas on the Kurdish population 
in northern Iraq. He is the first leader 
since Hitler who had put poisoned gas 
on his own people. If you ever have any 
questions about the morality of what 
we did in intervening in Iraq, push 
aside this argument about weapons of 
mass destruction and pick up the pic- 
ture of Kurdish mothers holding their 
babies where they were killed in mid 
stride, laying on those hillsides in 
northern Iraq by the thousands, where 
that poisoned gas struck them and 
killed them immediately or go to the 
History Channel, and watch the mass 
excavations where you will see mothers 
with their children, where they were 
executed by Saddam Hussein’s army 
and bulldozed into open trenches and 
where, if you will look closely, as the 
Scientists and the excavators who have 
the stomach to do it did for these re- 
views and analyses, you will see bullet 
holes in the backs of the heads of the 
mothers and, in many cases, bullet 
holes in the backs of their babies’ 
heads where they, too, were executed 
before mother and baby were pushed 
with а bulldozer into open trenches. 

That’s the regime that you, every 
single American who wore the uniform 
of the United States, put out of busi- 
ness when you did your job in Iraq— 
you, the more than 1 million Ameri- 
cans who left your families, who in 
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many cases did multiple tours, who 
were separated from your loved ones, 
who in many cases undertook some 
very, very difficult, very dangerous 
missions, who suffered some very hot 
weather and, in some cases, some very 
cold weather, who suffered lots of in- 
conveniences but who did it for а pur- 
pose, which was a good and idealistic 
and moral purpose, and you won. Let 
me tell you how we know that you've 
won. 

We now have an Iragi Government 
which was elected by the people, and 
it's not à perfect government, and it 
has got lots of strife and lots of cross- 
currents of politics and lots of people 
who resent other people on the other 
Side of their aisle, but it's à govern- 
ment where people settle most of their 
problems with ballots, not bullets. It 
has got a modicum of democracy and 
representative government. Only the 
Americans, only the people who wear 
the uniform of the United States could 
have brought that to Iraq. 

Throughout Iraq, there are schools 
and there are medical facilities that 
you built, that you Americans in uni- 
form built. There are millions of babies 
who were inoculated because of the 
Americans, and there are hundreds of 
thousands of expectant mothers who 
were given prenatal care because of the 
Americans. There are people who have 
avoided disease because of the Ameri- 
cans, and there are people who have 
enough to eat now because of the 
Americans. 

Now, it's true that they have a frag- 
ile infrastructure. They've always had 
a fragile infrastructure, and it's true 
that Iraq hasn't developed all of its 
natural resources. On the other hand, 
neither has Mexico and neither have 
lots of countries throughout the world, 
but on the backs of the American men 
and women who wear the uniform of 
our country, they had free elections, 
and they now have а government, and 
that government is holding. The voices 
in Congress and the voices of the pun- 
dits who talked about an all-out civil 
war don't talk about that anymore, 
and they never say they were wrong or 
sorry. They just move on to a different 
Subject. There is no civil war, and we 
now have à government which is set- 
tling in and à people who are settling 
into the idea of having fierce fights but 
of having those fights with words and 
by settling things with ballots and not 
bullets. 

Now, one thing that we did that has 
to be credited very strongly to Presi- 
dent Bush—and for all of those who 
don't like President Bush, he has one 
characteristic which Winston Churchill 
admired above all others, persistence, 
because at a time when many people 
were saying you have to give up and 
leave Iraq, he said, I'm not going to 
give up." He joined with Mr. Maliki in 
sending in more American troops and 
more coalition troops and more Iraqi 
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troops into Baghdad in what is known 
аз a surge. 

If you want to talk about the surge, 
very simply, the surge was this: In- 
Stead of Americans going in and clear- 
ing an area and coming back out and 
having the terrorists flow back into 
that area, the surge involved going in, 
clearing the area, sometimes with Iraqi 
forces in the lead, sometimes with 
Americans, but clearing that area and 
then holding the area, building the 
area, restoring the confidence of the 
population, securing the area, making 
the area a little bit more terrorist re- 
sistant and not giving up those games. 

That's what this President did, and 
he should be commended for it. Of 
course, history, as we go down through 
the years—and as the Iragi Govern- 
ment continues to hold and as it is à 
friend, not an enemy of the United 
States as it was before and as it has а 
modicum of democracy and as it will 
not be a state sponsor of terrorism as 
it had been in the past and as its neigh- 
bors are—will be appreciative of what 
those more than 1 million Americans 
did who wore the uniform. You won. 
You fulfilled this mission. We've got а 
government in place that's holding. 
We've got a military that’s holding. It 
has got about 160 battalions, and we 
built that military from scratch. 

Now, many of the pundits and many 
of the politicians said we should have 
taken Saddam Hussein's army and kept 
it in place. That wouldn't have worked. 
It wouldn't have worked because Sad- 
dam Hussein's army had 11,000 Sunni 
generals. That's à recipe for disaster. 
Especially in à country in which the 
Shiite population is in the majority, 
the idea that you're going to have an 
army with 11,000 Sunni generals—lit- 
erally squads of generals, each one а 
futile lord in his own right with his 
own arms cache—and the idea that 
they would be honest brokers is ridicu- 
lous. That's why we had to build that 
army from scratch. 

Now, we've got a few weaknesses in 
the army. We've had а few weaknesses 
in the Field Grade Officer Corps. This 
is an army that traditionally did not 
have à large noncommissioned officer 
segment, and we've had to build that 
segment from scratch, but we're being 
successful. 

One of the marks of success was when 
Mr. Maliki, the President of Iraq, 
moved into Basra on his own initiative. 
Now, we were used to calling the shots 
in Iraq. Yet, in Basra, Mr. Maliki de- 
cided to move ahead on his own. He 
moved into Basra. He initially took 
quite а few casualties. We had situa- 
tions in which we had Iraqi battalions 
which didn't show up for the fight the 
next day, some of the green battalions. 
In the end, with Americans backing 
them up and with this fledgling govern- 
ment working against the extremists 
in Basra, the coalition and the Iraqi 
forces prevailed. That is the mark of à 
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government which is maturing, 
which takes its own initiatives. 
Now, Mr. Maliki had initially а force 
of some very small numbers of battal- 
ions that were ready. Then he got to 
the point where he had over 100 battal- 
ions and then 130, and he has got, 
roughly, 160 battalions right now. 
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Now, I recommended to the President 
and to our military leadership that the 
way you build à military is through 
military operations; that means sad- 
dling up your battalion, moving them 
into the fight, rotating them into the 
fight, exposing their weaknesses— 
whether it's logistics or your leader- 
Ship levels or your ability to direct fire 
power—and fixing those problems. You 
build а strong military force through 
military operations. 

And in fact, they did this in many 
cases, and they rotated their forces— 
when we did the surge in Baghdad, the 
Iraqi forces rotated battalions in and 
out of that particular area of oper- 
ations where they made lots of contact 
with the enemy where they had to ex- 
ercise their logistics chain, where they 
had to exercise their chain of com- 
mand, where they had to be soldiers. 
And so the Iraqi Army has matured. 

Now, it's nowhere near the capability 
of the American forces. Nobody in the 
world is near the capability of the 
American forces. It needs lots of 
enablers. 

On the other hand, the Iragdi Army 
today can do what it has to do. It can 
go to an area in Iraq where the extrem- 
ists, were al Qaeda are in control, 
maybe where extremist Shiite militias 
are in control, and it can push them 
out and it can fracture them, and it 
can defeat them on the battlefield. 

They don't have to handle a column 
of armored divisions. All they have to 
do is be able to hold on to their own 
sovereignty in their own country, and 
the Iraqi military can do that. And 
they can protect their government, and 
they can now largely protect their in- 
frastructure. That’s important. 

So for all of the Americans who par- 
ticipated in the Iraq operation, wheth- 
er you were there when we first went 
over the line in March of 2003, whether 
you just got back, or whether you have 
friends that are there right now kind of 
wrapping up the operation—and that’s 
what we’re going to do over the next 
couple of years. We’re going to mop up, 
and we’re going to pack up, and we’re 
going to leave. But we have taken out 
the tyrant Saddam Hussein. We have 
defeated al Qaeda. 

In fact, when the leader of the Senate 
was saying that we had lost in Iraq— 
and he was absolutely wrong. You had 
senior Marines in Anbar province send- 
ing messages back saying, ‘‘We are 
crushing al Qaeda in al Anbar." So we 
won. You won. Everybody that wears 
the uniform of the United States, 
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whether you carried а base plate for 
mortars, drove a truck in those dif- 
ficult convoy runs, were a nurse in one 
of the many medical clinics and facili- 
ties we had, if you were à medic in 
some of the difficult battles, maybe 
you were a support troop, maybe you 
flew aircraft or à crew in aircraft, 
whether it was a C-130 or a tactical 
fighter, what you did was of enormous 
value to the United States of America. 

You know, I'm reminded of great sto- 
ries that have emanated from Iraq. I’m 
reminded of the battle of Fallujah 
when General John Kelley was the as- 
sistant division commander, and at the 
same time his son, Robert, was a pri- 
vate first class in a rifle squad fighting 
door-to-door at close range. And when 
it was over, Robert was the only one in 
his platoon who had not been wounded. 

I’m reminded of Jason Fry, Captain 
Jason Fry who, going up through the 
Nassiriyah choke-point was hit by an 
RPG that took off his right arm; and 
when the medics were working on him 
and one of them asked, “Are you right 
handed or left handed," he said, “Pm 
left handed now. You tell my men I’m 
okay." That was the spirit of the 
American service personnel who served 
in Iraq. 

And remember when they went into 
Iraq, we had intelligence to the effect 
that they would use poison gas against 
our troops because we'd seen them use 
poison gas against their own people 
killing thousands of them. And yet the 
American service personnel persevered 
and moved ahead into that storm of 
unknown quality. 

And because of them, we have won in 
Iraq. Yes, we have won in Iraq. And 
don't let any left-wing journalist come 
up and tell you that we haven't won. 
It's true that there's no surrender on 
the Battleship Missouri. There's not 
going to be one in this war against ter- 
ror. But if you look at the military 
missions that we have—and it's also 
true we haven't turned Iraq into Iowa. 
That was never the mission. And if 
somebody says the other guys won, you 
tell them to produce Saddam Hussein. 

But what we have done, we've taken 
out the dictator and his forces, we've 
installed an elected government, and 
we've now installed à security appa- 
ratus, including an army built from 
Scratch by the Americans capable of 
protecting that government. Nobody is 
guaranteed freedom and perpetuity, in- 
cluding this country. 

But the American military mission 
in Iraq has been accomplished. You 
brought us victory. You, the more than 
1 million Americans who served in uni- 
form in that theater. And for that, Mr. 
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Speaker, I think the American people 
owe a huge “thank you" to those great 
men and women, to their families who 
endured those separations, for all of 
the difficult burdens that they've car- 
ried ever since March of 2008 when we 
took that first unit across the line into 
that country known as Iraq. 

Thank you to everyone who wears 
the uniform in that operation. Thank 
you for winning. 

Mr. Speaker, I would yield back the 
balance of my time. 


Ea 


CORRECTION TO THE CONGRES- 
SIONAL RECORD OF THURSDAY, 
OCTOBER 2, 2008 AT PAGE 23758 


APPOINTMENT AS MEMBERS TO 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE ON STU- 
DENT FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to section 491 of the Higher Edu- 
cation Act (20 U.S.C. 1098), amended by 
section 494C of the Higher Education 
Opportunity Act (P.L. 110-315), and the 
order of the House of January 4, 2007, 
the Chair announces the Speaker’s ap- 
pointment of the following Members on 
the part of the House to the Advisory 
Committee on Student Financial As- 
sistance for a term of 4 years: 

Upon the recommendation of the Ma- 
jority Leader: 

Ms. Helen Benjamin, Vallejo, Cali- 
fornia 

Upon the recommendation of the Mi- 
nority Leader: 

Mr. Anthony Guida, 
Pennsylvania 


Pittsburgh, 


Ee 


CORRECTION TO THE CONGRES- 
SIONAL RECORD OF TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 9, 2008, AT PAGE 24497 


APPOINTMENTS TO CONGRES- 
SIONAL OVERSIGHT PANEL 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to section 125(c)(1) of the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008 (P.L. 110-843), and the order of the 
House of January 4, 2008, the Chair an- 
nounces the November 14, 2008, joint 
appointment by the Speaker and the 
Majority Leader of the Senate and ap- 
pointment by the Speaker on the part 
of the House to the Congressional Over- 
sight Panel: 

Joint appointment: 

Mr. Damon Silvers, Maryland 

Speaker's appointment: 

Mr. Richard H. Neiman, New York 
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LEAVE OF ABSENCE 


By unanimous consent, leave of ab- 
sence was granted to: 

Mr. ELLISON (at the request of Mr. 
HOYER) for today. 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas 
(at the request of Mr. HOYER) for today 
on account of medical reasons. 


EE 


SPECIAL ORDERS GRANTED 


By unanimous consent, permission to 
address the House, following the legis- 
lative program and any special orders 
heretofore entered, was granted to: 

(The following Members (at the re- 
quest of Mr. CUMMINGS) to revise and 
extend their remarks and include ex- 
traneous material:) 

Mr. CUMMINGS, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. PALLONE, for 5 minutes, today. 

Ms. LEE, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. MCGOVERN, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. LAMPSON, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. SHERMAN, for 5 minutes, today. 

Ms. KAPTUR, for 5 minutes, today. 

(The following Members (at the re- 
quest of Mr. POE) to revise and extend 
their remarks and include extraneous 
material:) 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana, for 5 minutes, 
today, December 11 and 12. 

Mr. PoE, for 5 minutes, today, De- 
cember 11 and 12. 

Mr. WOLF, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. JONES, for 5 minutes, today, De- 
cember 11 and 12. 

Mr. PAUL, for 5 minutes, today and 
December 11. 

Mr. DREIER, for 5 minutes, today. 

Mr. HUNTER, for 5 minutes, today. 


EE 


SENATE BILL REFERRED 


A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. 3731. An act to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (division 
A of Public Law 110-343) to provide the Spe- 
cial Inspector General with additional au- 
thorities and responsibilities, and for other 


purposes; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 
a eÜ— 
ADJOURNMENT 


Mr. WELCH of Vermont. Mr. Speak- 
er, pursuant to House Concurrent Reso- 
lution 440, 110th Congress, I move that 
the House do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord- 
ingly (at 10 o'clock and 51 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until Satur- 
day, January 8, 2009, at 11 a.m. 


aa TESI ЫРК o ur ае 


EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 


Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for speaker-authorized official travel during the 
first, second and third quarters of 2008, pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows: 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, CHRISTOPHER CHAD CAUSEY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 1 AND AUG. 5, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency ? 
Christopher Chad Causey .................................... 8/2 8/2 Kuwait .. 
8/2 8/3 Iraq . 
8/4 8/5 Sicily 
Соптее: 0а! ааа n L—————————————————————————— RÉQ——— 176.00 
1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
CHRISTOPHER CHAD CAUSEY, Sept. 30, 2008. 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, HON. HOWARD BERMAN, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 22 AND AUG. 22, 2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
Hon. Howard Berman .............................................. 8/22 8/22. 7 Овога: sheet ahaa енды: i: ананан, aah анла 3126:00. i nsns 126.00 
Committee total... rer МЕД „а 126.00 
1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Delegation costs. 
HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN, Chairman, Sept. 15, 2008. 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, ROLAND M.J. DAIGLE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 1 AND AUG. 8, 2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
Roland М.Ј. Daigle sse 8/2 8/4 Europe ... 330.00 (3) 330.00 
8/4 8/5 Europe 217.00 (3) 217.00 
8/5 8/6 Europe 200.00 (3) 200.00 
8/6 8/8 Africa 191.26 (3) 191.26 
Committee total... "T E NA E EE E EI ANEA EAEN E L E E A O EN E PEE E OT E E AA EE A 938.26 
1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 If foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military aircraft transportation. 
ROLAND M.J. DAIGLE, Sept. 9, 2008. 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, KAY A. KING, PH.D., HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 1 AND AUG. 12, 2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency ? currency 2 currency? currency ? 
Kay; А Kifig. is tacet ed 8/2 8/3 Greece ... 875.00 (3) 375.00 
8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 1,640.00 (3) 1640.00 
8/7 8/9 Vietnam 712.00 (3) 712.00 
8/9 8/1 Taiwan . А (3) 718.00 
Committee total... ПЕТОГ ЕТЕ Е оо NO a a aai A aan oai T a a ЕРЕ ailas. RES PE UE АЕ ДМ 3,445.00 
1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
KAY A. KING, Sept. 12, 2008. 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, HON. GEORGE MILLER, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 22 AND AUG. 22, 2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
Hon. George Miller ны шры шышы нын нын 8/22 . ГОЛД, 1-4: г ЖОР ОТУ КСТАТИ НГ. ТЕЛИ Н Т А Н а aL et: 
Committee total... cede AETA о аА а аА АДАН Дуйне сб. odiis Rub thoes Аа updates, Ане КЫДЫ» uidi diu. Сайыны 
1Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
HON. GEORGE MILLER, Chairman, Sept. 24, 2008. 
REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, JENNIFER STODDARD, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 1 AND AUG. 8, 2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
Ira par Ure: currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency ? 
Jennifer Stoddard |... sss 8/2 8/4 Europe nice nem usate 330:007 1e (3): ае ОЕ ЕКИ ensuite 330.00 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, JENNIFER STODDARD, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 1 AND AUG. 8, 2008—Continued 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
р сштепсу or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
8/4 8/5 Europe ... (3) 217.00 
8/5 8/6 Europe (3) 200.00 
8/6 8/8 Africa (3) 191.26 
Committee total... Puri EA AAEE, A NENAS SEENA 938.26 


1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 |{ foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 


3 Military air transportation. 
JENNIFER STODDARD, Sept. 10, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, JOE STRICKLAND, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 20 AND AUG. 23, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
Јов SANT aida аы ы жаанын ы-ы 8/20 8/23: "Netherlands. ды ыызы etnies e dette een TUME acne 114228. xit 683.84. Los 8,537.12 
Committee total... disks Журн edet АННЬА eg uide prete НЕШ stc ТЫД2:08 o iot ТАНАН НОЯ 8,537.12 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
JOE STRICKLAND, Sept. 16, 2008. 


(AMENDED) REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO SLOVENIA AND ITALY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN MAY 23 AND MAY 


30, 2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency ? 
Amanda Sloat 5/23 5/26 — Slovenia 446.54 652.36 1,098.90 
*Amanda Sloat (amending report) 5/26 5/30 Кају... 534.29 378.18 91247 
Delegation Expenses in Slovenia 5/23 5/26 Slovenia 5,573.91 5,573.91 
Delegation Expenses in Italy ...... 5/26 5/30 Italy ... 8,668.80 8,668.80 
Committee 10Їа!......................................... ROO TENERE ЦИАН А ЕНЕ А ICT LUE EAS AR DNE EPUM РНЕ ТЕСТ OE REEL o RS 16,254.08 


1Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
SHELLEY BEADLEY, Aug. 26, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO BRUSSELS AND BELGIUM, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 30 AND SEPT. 6, 


2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee А Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
Arrival Departure 
currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 

currency 2 currency? currency? currency ? 
Lorraine C. Miller ... 8/30 9/6 Belgium 1,434.00 6,034.68 218.61 1,687.29 
Robert F. Reeves 8/30 9/6 Belgium 1,434.00 6,034.68 218.61 1,687.29 
Fred Hay ........ 8/30 9/6 Belgium 1,434.00 6,034.68 218.61 7,687.29 
Thomas Wickham 8/30 9/6 Belgium 1,434.00 6,034.68 218.61 7,687.29 
Frances Chiappardi ... 8/30 9/6 Belgium 1,434.00 6,034.68 218.61 7,687.29 
Tonya L. Spratt-William 8/30 9/6 Belgium 1,434.00 7,132.68 218.61 8,785.29 
Committee total... wien SERRE — УУ УОЛЛУУН СОУЛ О УОЛА УУУ ОТШ УУ 47,221.74 


1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


2 |{ foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
LORRAINE C. MILLER, Oct. 3, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, DELEGATION TO JAPAN, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN AUG. 31 AND SEPT. 3, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arriva Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
Hon. Nancy Pelosi .. 8/31 9/2 1,105.00 (3) 1,105.00 
Dr. John F. Eisold .. 8/3 9/2 1,105.00 (3) 1,105.00 
Hon. Wilson Livingood 8/3 9/2 1,105.00 (3) 1,105.00 
John Lawrence .... 8/3 9/2 1,105.00 (3) 1,105.00 
Michael Sheehy .. 8/3 9/2 1,105.00 (3) 1,105.00 
Micaela Fernandez . 8/3 9/2 1,105.00 (3) 1,105.00 
Kate Knudson .... 8/3 9/2 1,105.00 (3) 1,105.00 
Andrew Hammil 8/3 9/2 1,105.00 (3) 1,105.00 
Steven Rusnak ... 8/3 9/2 1,105.00 (3) 1,105.00 
Committee total... КОЛИ ОАО - ddnde t cetus, "cidit eux E ЛУТ УУЛЧАК ЛУ. 9.945.00 
1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 


HON. NANCY PELOSI, Oct. 3, 2008. 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMISSION ON SECURITY AND COOPERATION IN EUROPE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 


AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 

Iva eparture currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency? currency? currency ? 
Senator Benjamin L. Cardin .................................... 6/27 6/28 United Kingdom 711.79 (3) 711.79 
6/28 7/2 Kazakhstan ... 2,493.32 2,493.32 
7/2 7/3 Italy ... 639.00 639.00 
Erika Schlager ... 1/9 7/2 Austria .. ,095.00 ,696. 6,791.51 
Marlene Kau 8/2 8/6 Syria .. ,104.00 8,372.59 9,476.59 
8/6 8/9 Lebanon ЫБ" адааны aana 606.00 
Та: Mmm aunt ды ызыны ннан 8/2 8/6 Syria .. ,104.00 8,372.59 9,476.59 
8/6 8/9 Lebanon 505.901 ынаа fepe 595.80 
Mischa Thompson 9/8 9/10 Belgium 777.06 6,004.09 6,781.15 
Hon. Alcee L. Hastings .. 9/17 9/8 Canada. 429.60 2,281.96 2,711.56 
Senator Benjamin L. Cardin 9/20 9/21 Canada . 429.60 2,026.11 2,455.71 
Alex Johnson ...... 9/17 9/21 Canada . ‚839.80 1,429.23 3,269.03 
Marlene Kaufmann 9/17 9/20 Canada. ,288.72 2,720.56 4,009.28 
Mr. Orest Deychakiwsky . 9/25 9/30 Belarus . ,970.00 8,272.87 10,242.87 
Winsome Packer 9/25 9/30 Belarus . ,550.00 1,877.00 3,427.00 
Winsome Packer 7A 7/31 Austria .. 11,315.00 5,696.87 17,011.87 
8/9 9/25 Austria .. 18,685.01 T 18,685.01 
Cofminittee: total? ania annaa axes a a a балы aaa A unG k 16,033.70; visheti IIE ааа aba camada 99,384.08 


1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 


3 Military air transportation. 


HON. ALCEE L. HASTINGS, Chairman. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
р сштепсу or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
on. Collin C. Peterson ........................................... 9/2 9/3 Brazil .... 120.00 120.00 
9/3 9/6 Argentina .. 1,042.80 1,042.80 
Control Room .... 9/3 9/6 Argentina .. 286.08 286.08 
on. Collin C. Peterson . 9/6 9/8 Uruguay 484.00 484.00 
Operations .... 9/6 9/8 Uruguay 5,742.00 5,742.00 
on. Steve Kagen .. 1/26 7/2] aq .. . 
7/27 7/28 Israel . К 
7/28 7/30 Czech Republic . 983.73 
оп. Bob Goodlatte ... 6/28 6/20  Kuwai 432.00 
6/29 6/30 =) ТШ stasis tete нйн Быр едЕ Reve nite te ND ders 
6/30 7A Кимай 432.00 
7/1 7/2 Afghanistan: sccsisssssassvecoteccsssesscstescoustssans, надаар) айай ыа Я 
7/2 7/3 Pakistan 339.00 13,689.25 
on. Travis W. Childers . 6/28 6/20 Кимай А 2 432.00 
lon. Travis W. Childers . 6/29 6/30: i AEREE ANEAN AE AS ^ iae nm esterase. АЛЬ ЛОИ Манна. лиани нана scii о аА arith Write th ени 
6/30 7A Кимай 432.00 
7 7/2 Afghanistan тең 
7/2 7/3 Pakistan .... 9,956.25 10,295.25 
CominitteeTütal» aiaeag aat зла ыл ннн, fft tene диен Дуа рады ыба нер. niuis rien 5/481:53. 7 ные дым 23,045.50. 1... eines 6,028.08; .. болын». 35,161.11 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 


3 Military air transportation. 


HON. COLLIN C. PETERSON, Chairman, Nov. 3, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
lon. Frank Wol 6/28 FAME, ЖИЙДЕ aoa hen Ураны, ЧБВ ОО Avistate, ape uc 732.00 
Commercial airfare aduer, майы m 9,786.40 9,786.40 
on. David R. Obey 7/8 7/20 939.26 
7/19 7/19 


Misc. Embassy Costs ... 
Misc. Transportation Cos 
on. John Murtha .. 


Misc. Emba 
Misc. Trans 
on. Tim Ryan ....................... 


Misc. Embassy Costs ... 
Misc. Transportation Cos 
on. Rodney Frelinghuysen ... 


Misc. Embassy Costs ... 
Misc. Transportation Cos 
on. Michael Simpson ........... 


Misc. Embassy Costs ... 
Misc. Transportation Cos 
on. Dennis Rehberg 


,249.96 


,249.96 


,249.96 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008— 


Continued 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
Iva eparture currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency? currency? currency ? 
Misc. Embassy Costs ... 249.96 ,249.96 
Misc. Transportation Costs 213.7 
Robert Nabors ............ UN 939.26 
546.45 
Misc. Em ih ,249.96 
Misc. Transi T 213.7 
Hon. Paul Juola Ku 939.26 
546.45 
Misc. Em ,249.96 ,249.96 
Misc. Tra 213.7 
Nisha Desai Bi 939.26 
546.45 
Misc. Em ,249.96 
Misc. Trans 213.7 
Craig Higgins ............ 939.26 
546.45 
Misc. Expen ,249.96 
Misc. Trans 213.7 
Hon. Barbara Lee .. 2,775.00 2,775.00 
Misc. Expense 301.75 
Commercial airfare 1,363.90 363.90 
Hon. Ben Chandler s 
8/3 8/5 176.00 
Hon. Marion Berry ы лнн дыда ныне а 8/2 8/2 
8/2 8/3 ae 
8/3 8/5 176.00 176.00 
John Blazey ......... 8/10 8/12 1,524.00 1,524.00 
8/13 8/15 1,324.00 1,324.00 
Commercial airfare indus матай а ааа tea анааан. "ecrire. ОЛЫК Ср 8,775.08 
Michele Sumilas 8/3 8/5 758.00 758.00 
8/5 8/7 Ecuador . 590.00 590.00 
8/7 8/9 Nicaragua . 412.00 412.00 
Misc. Embassy Costs - e 714.50 714.50 
Commercial airfare К 6,388.30 6,388.30 
Hon. Robert Cramer Greec 375.00 375.00 
Singapore .. 1,640.00 1,640.00 
8/7 8/9 Vietnam 712.00 712.00 
8/9 8/12 hailand 752.00 752.00 
Misc. Embassy Costs " "T 97.29 
Commercial airfare Е А + 3,077.72 
Sarah Young 8/9 2 101.25 101.25 
8/10 8/12 533.09 533.09 
8/12 8/16 1,603.10 1,603.10 
8/16 8/17 341.72 341.72 
8/17 819 Dji 352.00 352.00 
8/19 : 144.50 А 144.50 
Commercial ataei innaka Янанын аьаан _aascastcbdaaniaidSescedetestisaassecotecdstecouses¥eczevacdiann, иы наның онаа naiiai 15,581.30 15,581.30 
B.G. Wright ........ / 800.00 
340.00 
Qa 845.00 
Misc. Embassy Costs P 550.13 
Commercial ai 11,246.59 
Hon. Rush Holt .......... 491.00 491.00 
COMMON Clal SAI ае а но Манай, анын Амын, ангынын ны каны бынын ды, а | Адырын АЫ» 2,006.97 2,006.97 
Nisha Desai Biswal 409.72 409.72 
Serbi 743.00 743.00 
711.00 711.00 
Misc. Embassy Costs 885.75 885.75 
Commercial ai 7,486.07 7,486.07 
Clelia Alvarado ... 409.72 
Ser! 743.00 
Kos 711.00 
Misc. Em " 885.75 
Commerci 7,486.07 7,486.07 
Mike Ringler ..... 409.72 
Ser! 743.00 
Kos 711.00 
Misc. Embassy = ря e 885.75 885.75 
Commercial ai E E А 7,486.07 7,486.07 
Anne Marie Chotvacs .... 8/13 8/14 409.72 
8/14 8/17  Serl 743.00 
8/17 8/19 711.00 
Misc. Embassy Costs > s ds 885.75 
Commercial ai " 7,486.07 
Carol Murphy .... Ita 526.00 
262.00 
Ro 428.00 
S 603.00 
Commercia isi 6,680.51 6,680.51 
Martin Delgado . It 526.00 
32.00 
R 208.00 
S 225.00 
Commercia КҮКРИ ҮНҮ h 6,680.51 
Chester Lee Turn 8/24 8/20 In 1,253.00 
Commercia Sumi” ПНА. z 11,044.40 
Steve Marchese 8/20 8/24 Philippines 1,140.00 
8/24 8/25 Singapore .. 413.00 
8/25 8/29 Indonesia .. 1,229.00 
8/29 9/2 ailand 960.00 
Misc. Embassy Costs ИЯ 2 ud Я 564.25 564.25 
Commercial Air/Misc. Travel . a AN 10,781.12 10,781.12 
Craig Higgins 8/20 8/24 Philippines Я 1,140.00 
8/24 8/25 Singapore .. 413.00 
8/25 8/29 Indonesia .. 1,229.00 
8/29 9/2 ailand .... 960.00 960.00 
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Continued 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 
currency ? currency 2 currency? currency ? 


Мек: EribaSSy Costs, nemen RS ЖД лаан Дааа НЫ На „ААЙ нме р uberi cider. анайы рды 564.25 564.25 
Commercial Air/Misc. Travel .. 10,781.12 10,781.12 

7 711.00 

Hon. David Hobson 680.00 
Commercial airfare AEE ATEEN VOE E PAET AENA Р VENE A IENE O T AA 6,377.60 

Hon. Ben Chandler 9/2 9/3 170.00 170.00 
9/3 9/6 Argentina .. 1,042.80 1,042.80 

9/6 9/8 Uruguay 463.00 463.00 

Misc. Embassy Costs 5 d "s 3,082.50 3,082.50 
Misc. Transportation Costs a 161.75 161.75 

Hon. Marion Berry Brazil 170.00 170.00 
9/3 9/6 Argentina .. 1,042.80 1,042.80 

Uruguay 463.00 463.00 

Misc. Embassy Costs 2 3,082.50 3,082.50 
Misc. Transportation Costs IGN Ab Sas rectae 161.75 
Committee total ... 55,488.24 142,976.40 25,960.14 224,424.78 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
^ Registration fee. 
HON. DAVID R. OBEY, Chairman, Oct. 31, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent or 
"ma eparture currency or US. currency or US. currency or U.S. currency US. 
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency 2 
Visit to Kuwait, Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, with 
CODEL Hirono, June 27—July 3, 2008: 
on. Thelma Drake 6/28 6/29 432.00 432.00 
6/29 ЕНИН Желке ort te sin rige АЛИН УНАР КЫКЕ aS ИЙЕЛИ NR. "pueda erede eda Ree UR M LUE 
6/30 7/ 432.00 432.00 
7/ Wen AENEAN. анаа НРУ jon tetto n" айырыр бан” оланан лаана ненен на онал наннан АНАННЫН 
7/2 1/3 339.00 ; 339.00 
Corrüercial: airat musst biisiksi | анана аай sasceistecssaassiccassessiasnasheddcotecsadelossbesecdeibenid) С инна ныны. Ызындан. 13,808.25 13,808.25 
om Hawley ... 6/28 6/29 432.00 7 432.00 
6/29 КЫШ. Ке нн алаа о, АННАН ОАА NERA PAREO SENA ESTN ONAE) Сааса 
6/30 1l 432.00 432.00 
7/ 02а ЖИЙ ШЙ аар Аан аа аан dena. Ан а, азалы Жардын Айыран 
7/2 1/3 339.00 А 339.00 
COMMENCIal: airfare: гаа аа ааа о о а аа A а ао ИДЫ атама 9,956.25 9,956.25 
Frank Rose 6/28 6/29 432.00 i 432.00 
6/29 67802 аф, шырынын внын ыныр мыл ш-нан Оный EET EE E E AET A EE E Доммай "Indoltetutidi еннан t Qnae ard 
6/30 7/ 432.00 432.00 
7/ HEr. МОНА ай аа rM e M "-——— лаанат VEEE, ТИ а паана 
7/2 1/3 339.00 à 339.00 
Commercial аіїтаѓе: э. ы ынанышы cement Мааа Аааа даланд нанай ааыа аад ыа KASAO 9,956.25 9,956.25 
Visit to Pakistan, The United 
26, 2008: 
Paul Oostburg Sanz aineita i 7/21 7/24 791.00 797.00 
7/24 7/25 nited Kingdom . 475.00 : 475.00 
Corrmiercial-alIfare iind nen Crews o cecidere hi cd sth dert vtri eter араласкан. айба 10,254.67 10,254.67 
Robert W. DeGrasse ... 7/21 7/24 Pakistan . 867.00 Я 867.00 
7/24 7/25 nited Kingdom . 535.00 к 535.00 
Commercial airfare sss sse sete ——————— — ep" 10,254.67 10,254.67 
Kari Bingen Tytler ...... 7/21 7/24 Pakistan . 797.00 2 797.00 
7/24 7/25 nited Kingdom . 475.00 : 475.00 
СОЛІСТА call fae оа а е более Жарманы» [йн Агыны ныды ырыа ынкы арн” Aaa aake 10,254.67 10,254.67 
Aileen Alexander 7/21 7/24 P 867.00 ; 867.00 
7/24 7/25 535.00 535.00 
Commercial airfare: агзага anda chinese re Оаа аала наа йай аЛа ЧОЙ йан dan 10,254.67 
Visit to Israel, Iraq, Kuwait, The Czech Republic, 
with CODEL Lynch, July 25—29, 2008: 
on. Jeff Miller 1/26 7/27 Inm 
7/27 7/28 Israel .. 1,760.00 1,760.00 
1/28 7/29 Czech Republic 186.00 186.00 
Visit to Australia, Papua New Guinea, August 1— 
10, 2008: 
on. Susan Davis... 8/4 8/6 Australia 787.20 787.20 
8/6 8/8 Papau New Guinea 782.50 782.50 
8/8 8/9 Australia 393.60 393.60 
Commercial: АНН сы toties cede Aero, Мына А cotta te tice ordei Ды АШЫ: reti tr eR T АЙЫ ый 16,167.01 
Debra Wada 8/4 8/6 787.20 787.20 
8/6 8/8 Papau New Guinea 782.50 782.50 
8/8 8/9 Australia 393.60 à 393.60 
COMMENCIAl! ATAO naaa aaa aaia e Aa Aa. Мазар e a a ae Ы удай гй 15,734.01 15,734.01 
Visit to Greece, Singapore, Viet Nam, Taiwan, 
with CODEL Costello, August 1-12, 2008: 
on. Solomon Ortiz 8/2 8/3 Greece .... 375.00 375.00 
8/4 8/7 Singapore 1,640.00 1,640.00 
8/7 8/9 Viet Nam 712.00 712.00 
8/9 8/11 aiwan .. 718.00 718.00 
Visit to Bulgaria, Romania, Italy, August 5-8, 
2008: 
on. Madeleine Bordallo ........................................ 8/5 8/7 Bulgaria . 607.34 607.34 
8/7 8/8 Romania 354.00 354.00 
on. Loretta Sanchez... 8/5 8/7 Bulgaria . 536.03 536.03 
8/7 8/8 Romania 354.00 354.00 
оп, Joe: WiISOD ансары ада 8/5 8/7 Bulgaria . 533.40 533.40 
8/7 8/8 Romania 354.00 354.00 
David SONON ИННИКИ КОККЕ ТЕКЕСТЕ 8/5 8/7 Bulgaria . 523.87 523.87 
8/7 8/8 Romania 354.00 354.00 
Omas Hawley acensesis 8/5 8/7 Bulgaria . 523.87 523.87 
8/7 8/8 Romania 354.00 354.00 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008— 


Continued 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent or 
miva. ератнге Currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency U.S. 
currency ? currency 2 currency? currency ? 
Delegation Expenses . 8/5 8/7 Bulgaria . 190.43 90.43 
8/7 8/8 Romania 3,473.91 3,723.91 
on. Loretta Sanchez 8/8 EIC] o — o mn 636.00 
Visit to Kuwait, Iraq, Pakistan, 
many, August 12—19, 2008: 
on. Madeleine Bordallo 8/13 8/14 67.00 
8/14 8/15:5 “ИД ындыы ы Шыл ia ариван eaa. Trina: o Aie cesse араанд. Ра ЫН аЙ а Т фес dene 
8/15 8/17 678.00 
8/17 АПЗ..: АШАН torsit meet intends олана eiea Жакандын, н Дин. piriniha М ЫЛЫЫ Нанна 
8/18 8/19 391.00 
on. David Loebsack .............................................. 8/13 8/14 67.00 
8/14 8/15... С Ды шишине ши йын ддм ы рҮ айынынын. сийди, анна, putant ente Phe Dade entrent rendant лаана | анаа 
8/15 8/17 678.00 
8/17 8/18-* ;Afghanistans.odassuesmenésbhue] znstüserecar анар ү енй. Айыбын: Ошан ЫС йрн ый; t denA inia 
8/18 8/19 391.00 
on. Michael TUET: ttt ылын 8/13 8/14 67.00 
8/14 8/15 'Iraquaieauenenneenpemtedleene hiakai, ааыа anmannan, aaeain ннан бынан. "анн ннн, анално Айнайн еы 
8/15 8/17 678.00 
8/17 8/18. - ;Afglalistall: uer чынынын E AS анадан. E EAE NOA TO E OA e Dorian! ардай. С-дын." E ым 
8/18 8/19 391.00 
MilliamEDDS: ses cett tees 8/13 8/14 67.00 
8/14 ПЛ «Itaque о heiter T erasa aS Mike A gue eue. mc led P ЖЕРЕМИ eee AAN, Medea кыйры бура 
8/15 8/17 678.00 
8/17 8/18. << Afghanistal л нана Satan Tahia, Ва анан Tandil aae ahna наа viii aan e 
8/18 8/19 391.00 
Jenness Simler ............... шараны ынсы н 8/13 8/14 67.00 
8/14 ВТБ. Пара iain: uubiprereuene ааа о Лайон ы. Мейдан ышык СА РАНИС: Alerte uuu E asahan aN аа 
8/15 8/17 678.00 
8/17 8/18. ANANTA. ее аи атарына ao OUE OCEA "бышайын. wipe TRN ааа а нта гаан 
8/18 8/19 391.00 
Visit to Israel, Jordan, lraq, Pakistan, Afghani- 
stan, August 13—22, 2008: 
Hon; Jim, Marshall «5... tte 8/14 8/16 786.00 
8/16 8/17 301.00 
8/17 8/18 
8/18 8/20 
8/20 8/21 
8/21 8/22 
Visit to Germany, Ethiopia, Nigeria, Italy, August 
14—21, 2008: 
Hon. Hank Johnson .... 8/14 8/16 Germany. 629.00 
8/16 8/18 Ethiopia . 664.00 
8/18 8/20 Nigeria 264.00 
8/20 8/2 aly i 476.00 
COMMerCial aae ;..:.. аннин ЛЕ алар е NA m 0,120.05 0,120.05 
Hon. Phil Gingrey 8/14 8/16 Germany н 629.00 
8/16 8/18 Ethiopia 664.00 
8/18 8/20 Nigeria 264.00 
8/20 8/2 aly Ў 476.00 
Commercial airfare... а... EON 2. 0,120.05 0,120.05 
John Kruse 8/14 8/16 Germany Я 397.95 
8/16 8/18 X Ethiopia 431.26 
8/18 8/20 Nigeria -" 
8/20 8/2 aly .30 
Commercial airfare sss sse sete m 0,095.05 
Stephanie Sanok 8/14 8/16 Germany 629.00 
8/16 8/18 X Ethiopia 664.00 
8/18 8/20 Nigeria 264.00 
8/20 8/2 aly 476.00 
Commercial airfare sss sse sete А: 0,095.05 
Delegation Expenses ..... 8/19 8/2 Nigeria 510.00 
Visit to Morocco, Kenya, The Netherlands, With 
CODEL Thompson, August 18—22, 2008: 
on. Phil Gingrey 8/18 8/18 Могоссо .. 284.00 
8/19 8/2 Kenya . 714.00 
8/21 8/22 455.00 
Visit to Kuwait, Iraq, Afghanistan, Germany, With 
CODEL Donnelly, August 26-September 1, 
2008: 
on. JORN МЕНШШ. Алын ыыы нна адыны 8/26 8/27 67.00 
8/27 8/28: «Кад Lncret ныннан AAE A T S EE E I E OEE ER ыыы неден, ненае аана онот Байынын 
8/28 8/29 67.00 
Commercial: aiffate-.uuiisueusneuie ^ cheese ahuan 9,703.29 
ohn Sullivan ............. 8/26 8/27 67.00 
8/27 8/28 . Ifa» conc societe eratis AEA EE EN E ARAA ED AT ET AAA EOE ERNER Meere Qr КИЧИК УНЫ 
8/28 8/29 67.00 
8/30 8/3 75.00 
8/31 9/ 216.00 
Comercial: AVAE aicsin iaiia CUoeesunnp анына 9,607.28 
ohn Capla 8/26 8/27 67.00 
8/27 е АИ: с, а er er EM Ec aa 
8/28 8/29 67.00 
8/30 8/3 75.00 
8/30 9/ 216.00 
Commercial airfare sss sss see 9,607.28 
Visit to England, Jordan, Israel, September 3—9, 
2008: 
Hon. Adam Smith... 9/3 9/5 230.00 
9/5 9/ 1,572.00 
Commercial callar... лнн Лы иы „шый, Заал 8,226.62 
William H. Natter, Ill . 9/3 9/5 230.00 
9/5 9/ i 1,572.00 
Commercial airfare sss sss see 7,638.12 7,638.12 
Visit to Pakistan, Afghanistan, Italy, Austria, Sep- 
tember 4—8, 2008: 
Hon. Ellen Tauscher ...............s 9/4 9/5 Italy ........ 161.00 
9/5 9/7 Afghanistan И 
9/7 9/8 Pakistan . 
Hon. Jim Cooper 9/4 9/5 Italy 
9/5 9/7 Арапат, ыр адаы нышынын; certet E ERE ETO OEA E EEEE EELA EE Бы жыйыр ан 
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Continued 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent or 
currency or US. currency or US. currency or U.S. currency US. 
currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
9/7 9/8 БАШ аЙ csset чөн dtes — Incidente © аанын 
Hon. Nancy Boyda |... 9/4 9/5 aly .... 61.00 
9/5 9/7 Afghanistan 
9/7 9/8 Pakistan . К 
Rudy Barnes. ы ы ысыды ныннан 9/4 9/5 aly .... 61.00 
9/5 9/7 Afghanistan 
9/7 9/8 Pakistan . Ё 
Kari Bingen ТУЙЕ ыраны ннн ныннан 9/4 9/5 aly .... 61.00 
9/5 9/7 Afghanistan 
9/7 9/8 Pakistan . К 
Delegation expenses ..... 9/4 9/5 aly 51 
Visit to Haiti, September 12—13, 2008: 
Hon. Kendrick Meek 9/12 9/13 aiti 18.00 
Mark Lewis ........ 9/12 9/13 aiti 18.00 
Committee Tülal: «tasto tete л нан нидан E EE S feri Rete e tectedte EE 51,339.13. restes 192103:2£.- зы 3,664.34 .................... 2,457,106.71 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
HON. IKE SKELTON, Chairman, Oct. 31, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON THE BUDGET, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
р сштепсу or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 

currency 2 currency? currency? currency ? 
Hon. Jo Воппег......................................................... 7/10 7/6 England .... ui A 5,561.60 a {з} к. DM e pt 5,561.60 
7/16 7/16 United States E Я F 4,166.99 . , f 4,166.99 
Committee total... c-r EE 5,561.60 1,166.99 9,278.59 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
HON. JOHN M. SPRATT, JR., Chairman, Oct. 31, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND LABOR, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency? currency? currency ? 
Hon. George Miller ..... 6/27 7/8 Africa 2,239.28 (3) 


(CODEL-Berman) ... 6/27 6/29 Nigeria .. 
6/29 7A Zambia . 
7A 7/6 South Africa .. 
1/6 17 Liberia 
Hon. Tim Bishop .... 8/1 8/5 Iraq ... 
(CODEL-Ross) ... 8/1 8/2 Kuwait 
8/3 8/5 Italy ... 
Tico Almeida (PSM) 8/11 8/15 Bogota, Colombia . 1,632.28 
(STAFFDEL) ..... "———————————Á'Uár————————————À 
Committee total... sss —— X————————————— бан 3,194287 anm. 1,032289 нна „миннан а алыл 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
HON. GEORGE MILLER, Chairman, Nov. 3, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND COMMERCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 


2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
НОП: MIKE SROSS а ындыр eR 08/03 08/04 167.00 167.00 
08/04 08/05 176.00 176.00 
Jeff ИЖЕ лы en teret teer 08/03 08/04 167.00 167.00 
08/04 08/05 176.00 176.00 
Hon. Rich Boucher 08/03 08/07 1,012.00 1,012.00 
Commercial airfare РОЛЕ ТРАЕ ГЕРЕ тре Anaa, туйына: "a Reti n 1,442.28 1,442.28 
Bruce Harris hes 09/01 09/05 Belgium 447.00 447.00 
Commercial airfare ... " T чү: 9,682.15 9,682.15 
Committee total... desk ated um ameet ОГУ cat Oe tess 2,145.00. cct 1112413: tee n tete cea teeta 13,269.43 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
HON. JOHN D. DINGELL, Chairman, Oct. 27, 2008. 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND 
SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

U.S. dollar US. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 

Iva eparture currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency 2 currency? currency? currency ? 

Hon. Gary Ackerman ................................................ 6/27 6/28 Egypt ..... 507.00 (3) 507.00 
6/29 6/30 Afghanistan 75.00 (3) 75.00 
6/30 7/2 Pakistan 678.00 (3) 678.00 
7/2 7/4 India . 782.80 782.80 
7/4 7/6 Israel . 902.00 902.00 
Melissa Adamson ................. sss 8/29 9/2 Thailan 847.00 847.00 
9/2 9/5 Cambodia . 604.00 x 604.00 
8/29 9/5 ROUNG Trip: АТЕШ „ганан, ае degrees 11,063.74 11,063.74 
David Абатив:.. аана 6/27 6/29 Egypt ..... 507.00 G) 507.00 
6/29 6/30 Afghanistan 75.00 ( 75.00 
6/30 7/2 Pakistan 678.00 678.00 
7/2 7/4 India . 782.80 782.80 
7/4 7/6 Israel . 902.00 902.00 
Manpreet Anand... sse 6/30 7/2 Pakistan 678.00 6,320.65 
7/2 7/14 India . 782.80 782.80 
7/A 7/6 Israe 902.00 902.00 
8/19 8/21 Bangl 636.00 636.00 
8/21 8/27 India . 2,412.00 3,549.82 
8/27 8/29 Мера TAG 00? i E A аан 146.00 
8/19 8/29. — Round Trip Airfare... enciende 9,841.03 9,841.03 
Douglas Anderson .. 8/27 9/3 Thailand 677.00 9,387.97 11,064.97 
David Barnes ...... 8/29 9/2 Thailand 436.00 436.00 
9/2 9/5 Cambodia . 604.00 Ў 604.00 
8/29 9/5 Round Тр АЙАН «c.t оаза, ИЬИН 12,425.22 12,425.22 
David: Вегака: 1... 5 tte tts 8/31 9/4 Turkey 400.00 i ,A00.00 
9/4 9/6 Greece 738.00 738.00 
8/31 9/6 Round Trip Airfare оаа жашарын нйн erts 9,390.97 9,390.97 
Hon. Howard Berman .............................................. 6/27 6/29 Nigeria .. 648.00 648.00 
6/29 7A Zambia . 745.00 745.00 
7A 7/6 South Africa .. 401.00 ‚401.00 
7/6 77 Liberia 300.00 300.00 
PRESAO icd Dust E AIE s 8/17 8/20 Finland .. 365.00 ‚365.00 
8/20 8/22 Коѕома . 474.00 474.00 
8/22 8/26 Germany 2,164.00 2,164.00 
8/17 8/26 Round Trip Airfare Tc pd 10,095.72 
Doug: Campbéll;«.....::..:. tatnen testet нн 6/27 6/29 Nigeria .. 648.00 648.00 
6/29 7A Zambia . 745.00 745.00 
7A 7/6 South Africa .. 401.00 ‚401.00 
1/6 77 Liberia 300.00 300.00 
Hon. Russ Carnahan ............................................... 6/27 6/20 Egypt. 507.00 507.00 
6/29 6/30 Afghanistan 75.00 15.00 
6/30 7/2 Pakistan 678.00 678.00 
7/2 7/4 India . 782.80 782.80 
7/4 7/6 Israel . 902.00 902.00 
Nicolas: Соок занан 6/28 6/29 Ghana 424.00 424.00 
6/29 H Liberia 600.00 600.00 
7/ 7/2 DRC ... 372.00 372.00 
7/2 7/5 Кепуа 071.00 ‚071.00 
1/5 7/6 Malawi 240.00 240.00 
7/6 77 Mauritania 340.00 340.00 
Hor: Jatt: COSE... дыннан аа гин 6/27 6/29 Nigeria .. 648.00 648.00 
6/29 7I Zambia . 745.00 745.00 
7/ 7/6 South Africa .. 401.00 401.00 
7/6 77 Liberia 300.00 300.00 
Theodore DANE taani 8/2 8/5 Rwanda . 975.00 975.00 
8/5 8/6 Burundi . 129.00 129.00 
8/6 8/9 Kenya ,071.00 071.00 
8/9 8/1 Sout 536.00 536.00 
8/11 8/12 Kenya 357.00 357.00 
8/12 8/13 Belgium 464.56 (3) 464.56 
8/2 BAS: Round: Trip: Airfare; tete, "oh aoreet 11,979.46 11,979.46 
оммага: Diamond 2... ertet 6/27 1/2 Egypt . ‚341.00 (3) ‚341.00 
7/2 7/6 Israel ,769.00 385.87 2,154.87 
lon. Eni F.H. Faleomavaega . 8/30 9/7 3,200.00 8,167.38 11,367.38 
eather Flynn 8/17 8/20 689.50 689.50 
8/20 8/24 070.00 ,070.00 
8/17 РИИ СУННИТТЕР AEN E эмеш дынан: инен арын 10,611.74 
ins GBR scendere tete ылы бын ын 1/3 7/4 260.00 260.00 
7/4 7/5 289.00 289.00 
1/5 7/6 75.00 75.00 
7/6 77 341.00 341.00 
Dennis Halpin 8/8 8/14 2,300.00 9,721.76 12,021.76 
Daniel Harsha 8/5 8/9 728.00 6,157.30 6,885.30 
on. Rubén Hinojosa . 8/13 8/14 167.00 M 167.00 
8/14 8/15 0.00 (3) 0.00 
8/15 8/17 678.00 (3) 678.00 
8/17 8/18 0.00 (3) 0.00 
8/18 8/19 391.00 (3) 391.00 
оп: Bob; MAIS аьаан ааны: 7/26 7/27 0.00 M 0.00 
7/27 7/28 275.00 (3) 275.00 
7/28 7/29 975.64 (3) 975.64 
Eric Jacobstein .. 8/18 8/22 528.00 3,678.50 4,206.50 
on. Jackson-Lee 6/27 6/29 Egypt. 507.00 (3) 507.00 
6/29 6/30 Afghanistan 75.00 o 15.00 
6/30 7/2 istan 678.00 ) 678.00 
7/2 7/4 i 782.80 6) 782.80 
7/A 7/5 451.00 4,340.90 
David Killion .. 8/21 8/27 2,168.00 2,168.00 
8/27 8/30 1,605.00 1,605.00 
8/21 8/30". "Вошла Trip AKT ore ttn агана, лына 13,105.07 
Robert KIM anna 6/27 6/29 648.00 648.00 
6/29 7A 745.00 745.00 
7A 7/6 1,401.00 1,401.00 
7/6 77 300.00 300.00 
се ЖЕ. ЖК ЧАЛ НКИК 8/8 8/13 1,923.00 1,923.00 
8/14 8/18 1,010.00 1,010.00 
8/18 8/19 Singapore .. 413.00 2,858.00 
8/19 8/23 Indonesia .. 816.00 816.00 
8/8 8/23: э Round. MF AE Кы ыр динне iieii kaana 13,773.18 
Noelle LuSane 8/2 8/5 Rwanda . 975.00 975.00 
8/5 8/6 Burundi . 129.00 129.00 
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Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
Iva eparture currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency ? 
8/6 8/7 357.00 357.00 
Commercial airfare .. 8/2 8/7 11,323.38 
Alan Makovsky 8/31 9/4 1,400.00 
9/4 9/6 738.00 
Commercial airfare 8/31 9/6 9,390.97 
Pearl-Alice Marsh 6/27 6/29 648.00 
6/29 7/ 745.00 
7A 7/6 1,401.00 
7/6 77 300.00 300.00 
on. Meeks; oett ote tette 8/8 8/91. UNBT oie ааа Р ЫЫЫ КЫН ЕС. letus 0.00 
8/9 8/11 862.00 862.00 
Commercial airfare 8/8 ТДИ EN cur oci MM HONOR. acne ol d 7,014.92 7,014.92 
ames McCormick 6/27 6/20 Egypt. 507.00 3 507.00 
6/29 6/30 Afghanistan 40.00 (3) 40.00 
6/30 7/2 istan 678.00 3 678.00 
7/2 7/5 144.20 5,671.16 6,815.36 
Mark Milosch . 8/19 8/23 604.00 9,329.78 10,933.78 
onathan Cobb 8/8 8/13 923.00 1,923.00 
8/14 8/18 010.00 1,010.00 
8/18 8/19 413.00 2,858.00 
8/19 8/23 816.00 816.00 
Commercial airfare 8/8 9/23: iadaaa Ыыы, йлн данды сын p AARNA 14,910.66 
оп. Раупе 6/27 6/29 648.00 648.00 
6/29 7/ 745.00 745.00 
7/ 7/6 401.00 1,401.00 
1/6 77 300.00 300.00 
8/3 8/5 740.00 740.00 
8/5 8/6 129.00 129.00 
8/6 8/9 071.00 1,071.00 
8/9 8/11 536.00 536.00 
8/11 8/12 357.00 357.00 
8/12 8/13 464.56 464.56 
Commercial airfare 8/3 SIS. ынна ынаа иманына ры жашайын. | арайын E NEAR O EARE 13,653.87 
Lauren Ploch 6/28 6/29 424.00 424.00 
6/29 7I Liberia 600.00 600.00 
7/ 7/2 DRC ... 372.00 372.00 
7/2 7/5 Кепуа 1,071.00 
7/5 7/6 Malawi ... 288.00 
1/6 17 Mauritania 340.00 
НОП Poe: censis ана оао Ds 8/16 8/17 Pakistan 339.00 
8/17 8/18 . г AMghanistan. ssec v aisiais. аиан Яе 
8/18 8/19 Germany 391.00 6,599.90 
Ашу Polter кыши ыннаны КЫ» 6/27 6/29 Nigeria .. 648.00 648.00 
6/29 7/ Zambia . 745.00 745.00 
7/ 7/6 South Africa .. 1,401.00 ‚401.00 
7/6 77 Liberia 300.00 300.00 
Sarahi Preisser ......:... аыр онны динанын ы 8/31 9/4 urkey ,289.96 
9/4 9/6 Greece 397.04 
8/31 9/6 Round Trip 9,390.97 
David Richmond 8/30 9/7 South Korea 11,804.38 
Sheri Rickert ...... 8/29 9/2 hailand 822.34 
9/2 9/5 Cambodia . 602.96 
8/29 9/5 Round Trip Airfare 11,063.74 
on. Rohrabacher ............... sss 8/17 8/20 Finland .. ,365.00 
8/20 8/22 Kosova 474.00 
8/22 8/20 | Germany 2,164.00 
8/17 8/26 Round Trip Airfare 12,491.06 
ON, КОШЕ рыно лердин нр reap edes НА 6/27 6/29 Nigeria .. 648.00 
6/29 7l ia . 745.00 
7/ 7/6 ‚401.00 
7/6 77 300.00 
Deanne Samuels ................ sse 6/27 6/29 648.00 
6/29 7/ 745.00 
]/. 16 ‚401.00 
7/6 77 300.00 
Өй; ЗП „а-а. анна аадыны 6/27 6/29 648.00 
6/29 7/ 745.00 
7 7/6 ‚401.00 
7/6 77 300.00 
homas Sheehy НН ае МИ а к Аа 6/27 6/29 648.00 
6/29 7I 745.00 
7/ 7/6 ‚401.00 
1/6 77 300.00 
Amanda S 8/18 8/23 10,933.78 
Gene Smi 6/27 6/29 648.00 
6/29 7I 745.00 
7/ 7/6 ‚401.00 
1/6 77 (3) 300.00 
Hon. Smit 8/19 8/23 9,329.78 10,933.78 
Mark Walk 8/18 8/22 3,678.50 4,206.50 
Lynne Wei 8/5 8/9 696.00 
8/9 8/14 ,182.00 
8/14 8/15 134.00 
8/5 8/15 9,446.31 9,446.31 
Kristin Wells: ыдан ннн андыйн ны рчы 8/29 9/2 847.00 
9/2 9/5 К ч 604.00 
8/29 9/5 ip Airfare 11,063.74 11,603.74 
Brent ооо... аныны ынын fett 8/19 BAN- [Ban glad@SW assis ss аана анан айнанын. су ЖОШ Linnea retinent 636.00 
8/21 8/27 479.08 2,889.08 
8/27 8/29 MEME tnr aient 146.00 
8/19 8/29... {Round Trip: Aitfaie: reete аа анн eremi 13,310.99 13,310.09 
Реге: анааан вна 8/19 8/21 636.00 636.00 
8/21 8/24 А 819.00 
8/19 8/24 9,214.30 


Committee total... 


1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 


3 Military air transportation. 
^ Round trip airfare. 


HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN, Chairman, Oct. 30, 2008. 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1, AND SEPT. 30, 2008. 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
IU &parture currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency ? 
on. Loretta Sanchez 7/6 7/8 5,318.21 5,896.21 
on. Henry Cuellar .... 7/2 7/2 (3) А: 
7/3 7/3 (3) 
7/3 7/3 (3) 
*7/A 7/5 (3) 
1/5 7/6 (3) 
1/6 77 ermany (3) 
on. Bennie G. Thompson ....................................... 8/18 8/18 Могоссо . (3) 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (A Ad nenne nude 
8/2 8/22 е Nei [)gp ne 4 
on. Bob Etheridge лаана аний нышан 8/18 8/18 Могоссо . (3) 79.00 4 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (3) 7 
8/2 8/22 е Nei (3) 4 
Odd К, НУК УА РЕКЕТ 8/18 8/18 — Morocco . (3) 79.00 4 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... [TE 7 
8/2 8/22 е Nei (3) 4 
Мае SONI c ith ct 8/18 8/18 | Morocco . (3) 4 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (3) 7 
8/2 8/22 e Nei (3) 4 
ТИШЕ ЗЕ ccce t tht 8/18 8/18 — Morocco . (3) 4 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (3) 7 
8/2 8/22 e Nei (3) 4 
Stephen: Vinay 2: ciet eth RA 8/18 8/18 — Morocco . (3) 4 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (3) 7 
8/2 8/22 е Nei (3) 455. 
Michael Beland .................. sse 8/18 8/18 — Morocco . (3) 79.00 463.00 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (3) 714.00 
8/2 8/22 е Nei (3) 455.00 
Cory: HOON htt tee teh tos 8/18 8/18 Могоссо . (3) 463.00 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (3) 714.00 
8/2 8/22 е Nei (3) 455.00 
Karis-Güller: ud edet 8/18 8/18 — Morocco . (3) 79.00 463.00 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (3) 714.00 
8/2 8/22 е Nei (3) " 455.00 
Deron, МЕЕ «7. ctt 8/18 8/18 | Morocco . (3) 79.00 463.00 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (3) 714.00 
8/2 8/22 е Nei (3) 455.00 
Mike:Rüssell.......5: 5: itt edet 8/18 8/18 — Morocco . (3) 79.00 463.00 
8/19 8/2 Kenya ..... (3) 714.00 
8/2 8/22 е Nei " Д Я (3) 455.00 
K. Denise Krepp . 8/10 8/12 United Kingdom F 4 E 8,266.35 9,238.35 
8/12 8/13 е Nei j 877.00 
8/13 8/5 France ........... Я 1,187.00 
Rosaline Cohen .............. sse 8/10 8/12 United Kingdom 3 972.00 8,266.35 9,238.35 
8/12 8/13 e Nei 542.00 335.00 877.00 
8/13 8/5 France ........... 1 1,187.00 1,187.00 
Joseph Vealencis 8/10 8/12 United Kingdom я 972.00 8,266.35 9,238.35 
8/12 8/13 е Nei 542.00 877.00 
8/13 8/15 France 1,187.00 1,187.00 
Hon. Yvette D. Clarke Trosne 9/12 9/13 Haiti .. 118.00 (3) 118.00 
Committee total... "Mc 25,885.00. аа 30,117.26 анн 2,9100: Xen 58,976.26 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON, Chairman, Nov. 19, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
Blake Chisam .... : 8/02 8/14 Japan 1,336.00 7,698.48 9,034.48 
David Shahoulian .. 8/02 8/14 Japan 1,336.00 9,093.61 10,429.61 
Lou DeBaca ... 8/26 9/6 Thailand/Cambodia 604.00 12,769.17 13,373.17 


Committee total... "—r——————————————————————————————— 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
HON. JOHN CONYERS, JR., Chairman. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008. 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
Tony Babauta 8/3 8/6 1:336.00* аа 68:922380. EP ME 9,858.33 
Brian Modeste ... 8/3 8/6 1,336.00 s 7,939.33 . d Me o» T 9,275.33 
Richard Stanton 8/3 8/6 1,336.00 8,143.33 9,479.33 
Committee total... —— ecc m 4,008.00 .................... ИЕНЕН былышы» aiena 28,612.99 


1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
HON. NICK RAHALL, Chairman, Oct. 3, 2008. 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON OVERSIGHT AND GOVERNMENT REFORM, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND 
SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
үа eparture currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency? currency? currency ? 
оп: Tom Davis aaa tutis 6/27 6/29 Nigeria .. 648.00 (3) 648.00 
6/29 7/ Zambia . 745.00 745.00 
7/ 7/6 South Afr 1,401.00 1,401.00 
7/6 77 Liberia 300.00 300.00 
on. Betty McCollum .................. sss 6/29 7/ Algeria .. 680.76 0,561.77 
7/ 7/5 unisia .. 1,112.00 1,112.00 
Aimee Brooke Bennett ............................................. 6/29 7/ Algeria .. 680.76 0,052.77 
7/ 7/5 unisia ... КАД ал арале 1,112.00 
оп. Brian: BUDAY iens 6/28 6/29 Kuwait 432.00 2,462.78 2,894.78 
6/29 6/30 гад... я 
6/30 7/ Kuwait 
7/. 7/2 Afghanistan 
7/2 1/3 Pakistan ; 
Naomi Seiler .. Я 8/3 8/10 Мехісо City 756.51 2,259.69 
on. Christoph К А 8/14 8/16 Israel. 1,105.19 1,891.19 
8/16 ЛТ “OMAN, засан етае Sesensdenns. о 390 00, chiedere он 301.00 
8/17 8/8 гад... (3) 
8/18 8/20 Pakistan (3) 
8/20 8/21 Afghanistan (3) 
8/21 8/22 Pakistan (3) 
RN. Palariro--..... cte tton iaces 8/14 8/6 Israel . 
8/16 8/17 Jordan 301.00 
8/17 8/8 гад... 
8/18 8/20 Pakistan 
8/20 8/21 Afghanistan 
8/21 8/22 Pakistan 
о: Bill Sali. РШ tpe e ett 8/4 8/5 i 
8/5 BIDS, IB EEOAE N E EAEN N ANEA IE AENA EE- Gasnmienfk sntesfohutahoo ынанан. iibris 
8/6 8/7 391.00 391.00 
Lawrence Halloran ....................ssse 7/26 TAT © Nagy diues аны овлада, hanaan чымдан ыы" р WB) aaiae онен Ааа ties ikiii 
7/27 7/28 451.00 451.00 
7/28 7/29 983.73 983.73 
odore Chuang ЖИЕНИ ИЫККА ҮНС 7/26 7/27 0:00:22 diiint с `5 Д# иаа o aeiaai. йөне рне Шинин нын 
7/27 7/28 451.00 451.00 
7/28 7/29 983.73 983.73 
Russell AMON С ин —— 7/26 1/27 адзета Кыны e e енн бнын Tueniuneiendo a - = И tannini б рїн НЕНИН шыннын Үзен. 
7/27 7/28 451.00 451.00 
7/28 7/29 983.73 983.73 
on. Stephen Lynch. нылды найынын: 7/26 Wek \ Г EC 
7/27 7/28 451.00 451.00 
7/28 7/29 983.73 983.73 
Other: Delegation: Costs Prague: znana unes Sehen uen ааа Ааа АНДАА a aha, OMM eR inii 3,325,85 3,325.85 
on. Tom Davis 6/27 6/29 648.00 
6/29 7A 3 745.00 
7A 7/6 South Africa .. 1,401.00 
1/6 77 Liberia 300.00 
Committeestotal: 5. tec itr КОТИ, ООЛУ apum ee c t idee ШС, 2299952 tco 54458,5074 аан 31325:8b « Soho 80,783.97 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
HON. HENRY A. WAXMAN, Chairman, Oct. 30, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON RULES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalen Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
р сштепсу or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 


HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.[X] 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER, Chairman, Sept. 30, 2008. 


(AMENDED) REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND 


MAR. 31, 2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arri Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
riva parue Currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. 

currency ? currency 2 currency? currency ? 

on. Brian Baird... 2/3 12 New Zealan 300.00 
/2 /4 Апага seed | ыраны cene илейин © o DR rudes хин йур Дд: дан шарды c араарыы арадан 

/4 /5 New Zealan 56.00 

/5 П Australia . 350.00 

on. Russ Carnahan ............................................. 2/3 /2 New Zealan 300.00 
/2 /4 Antarctica) лыы ындын Жен: queens финн, E oeste diesen gine api S АЙ НЕШЕ T EAE 

/4 /5 New Zealan 56.00 

/5 П Australia . 350.00 

on. Bob. Inglis sais asak ыды нда нае назын 2/3 /2 New Zea 300.00 
/2 /4 ЖаШ; REATO qure tmeleeene  denseetcéenes “(BY жайдай Дн ынна E E E FEE E 

/4 1/5 New Zealan 56.00 

/5 П Australia . 350.00 

on. Frank Lucas |... 2/3 12 New Zealan 300.00 
/2 /4 Antarctica; АЕО а а нн ААН Не ЧАНДА Заа аана NEENA DIAA EA ai 

/4 /5 New Zealan 56.00 

/5 П Australia . 350.00 

on. Charlie Melancon ................. 2/3 /2 New Zealan 300.00 
/2 /4 Plc сыы TUM 
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(AMENDED) REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JAN. 1 AND 
MAR. 31, 2008—Continued 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arri Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
үа eparture currency or US. currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency ? 
/4 56.00 56.00 
/5 350.00 350.00 
on. Randy Neugebauer ........................................ 2/3 300.00 300.00 
[2^ ӘД. SMaIOUCOosenenentamueosmtibu edehuensonm ibenteseuns. o UD bai aanas банн daoi hiisi 
/A 56.00 56.00 
/5 350.00 350.00 
OM: MIKGSROSS a nts 2/3 300.00 300.00 
' 7 — DUAL “ ЖИШШ N E EA N E AT EEN ES ЖЫЙ; nsectetur, Derniers ананнын a ыле тл Вне 
4 56.00 56.00 
/5 350.00 350.00 
on. Adrian Smith ................................................. 2/3 300.00 300.00 
[2 .— E ACUE еменнен на алиннин б анна _ О uranas, нн аннан на НН Инле 
/4 56.00 56.00 
/5 350.00 350.00 
Leslee? Gilerty.. «noct tto ed 2/3 300.00 300.00 
[2^ —— СД AE аата лныннанынннна ананна iiuen МОЁ; Paiol. eiA нина, Сыни 1 дна: 
/A 56.00 56.00 
/5 350.00 350.00 
Richard Obermann ................................................ 2/3 300.00 300.00 
(2° AA. “МИШ euan uin vocksbetsaceevecsty ләшә (З) aaea, aeni, АИЫН НЫНЕ v Sii Үзө Бн 
4 56.00 56.00 
/5 350.00 350.00 
Leigh Ann Brown адан анаан жаанын 2/3 750.00 750.00 
T A» АЙНИ К ы л ш шы нышы N N A A A, E Cernere ENN EAE A A 1f E 
/5 350.00 350.00 
Entire delegation-lodging, transport, other А Н 26,987.00 ,958. ‚735. 42,680.00 
Entire delegation-lodging, transport, other 31,797.00 6,963.00 9,670.00 48,430.00 
Goffiinittee TOLa| «ins entails дыы ыны. aaan ia. a aiaia лыннан нарны илас. wip LOTH 01,924.00: 7 ево 13,921:002 5.3: dicit 18,405.00 .................... 100,270.00 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 
HON. BART GORDON, Chairman, Oct. 30, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 


30, 2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 

U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 

Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent or Foreign equivalent or Foreign equivalent or Foreign equivalent or 
р сштепсу U.S. currency U.S. Currency es currency U.S. 

currency ? currency? currency ? currency? 
Alisa Ferguson 8/24 8/28 Iceland ... 700.00 3,589.20 4,289.20 
Chuck Atkins . 8/24 8/28 Iceland 700.00 3,589.20 4,289.20 
Chris King . 8/24 8/28 Iceland 700.00 3,589.20 4,289.20 
Lodging for delegation 8/24 8/28 Iceland 2,293.00 ets 2,293.00 
In-country transportation for dele- 8/24 8/28:- "Icelandous. easet ene vifcera cities 1,194.0 1,194.00 

gation. 

Cominittee ОТА 2 оа. данын? aM aped c, нйн нынан анны” раина 4,393,000.00 eee 11961607. а н rhet ene epis 16,354.60 


1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
HON. BART GORDON, Chairman, Oct. 30, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON STANDARDS OF OFFICIAL CONDUCT, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND 
SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalen Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 


HOUSE COMMITTEES 
Please Note: If there were no expenditures during the calendar quarter noted above, please check the box at right to so indicate and return.[X] 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
2 |f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
HON. GENE GREEN, Chairman, Oct. 17, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 
AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
mva eparture currency or US. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency? currency? currency ? 
Мале Hirono .. 6/28 6/29 Kuwait .. 432.00 (3) 432.00 
6/29 6/30 гад... 30.00 (3) 30.00 
6/30 7A Kuwait 432.00 (3) 4320.00 
7/1 7/2 Afghanistan 35.00 (3) 35.00 
7/2 7/3 Pakistan 339.00 (3) 339.00 
John Mice’ озады tenete 6/29 7/5 Belgium 2,727.68 2,070.86 4,798.54 
7/5 7/8 France 1,146.00 (3) 1,146.00 
Hon. Jerry Costello . 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 (3) 685.00 
Hon. John Duncan . 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 (3) 685.00 
Hon. Tim Holden 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 (3) 685.00 
Hon. E.B. Johnson .. 8/2 8/3 Greece ... 685.00 (3) 685.00 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 
AND SEPT. 30, 2008—Continued 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
р сштепсу or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
lon. Michael Capuano .. Y 8/2 8/3 Greece .. 685.00 685.00 
on. Henry Brown .. А 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 685.00 
on. Dan Lipinski .. 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 685.00 
on. Mary Fallin 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 685.00 
immy Miller 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 685.00 
Dara Schlieker 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 685.00 
Amy Steinmann . 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 685.00 
lolly Woodruff Lyons . 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 685.00 
ana Denning . 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 685.00 
Christa Fornarotto . 8/2 8/3 Greece 685.00 685.00 
on. Jerry Costello . 8/4 8/7 Singa " 2,150.00 2,150.00 
on. John Duncan . 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
lon. Tim Holden 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
оп. E.B. Johnson .. 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,150.00 2,750.00 
lon. Michael Capuano 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
on. Henry Brown .. 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,150.00 2,750.00 
jon. Dan Lipinski 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
lon. Mary Fallin 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
immy Miller .. 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
Dara Schlieker 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,150.00 2,750.00 
Amy Steinmann . 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
olly Woodruff Lyons . 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
ana Denning ..... 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
Christa Fornarotto . 8/4 8/7 Singapore .. 2,750.00 2,750.00 
on. Jerry Costello . 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
on. John Duncan . 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ‚152.00 ‚152.00 
on. Tim Holden 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
on. E.B. Johnson .. 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
on. Michael Capua 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
on. Henry Brown .. 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
on. Dan Lipinski .. 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
on. Mary Fallin 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
immy Miller .. 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
Dara Schlieker 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
Amy Steinmann . А 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
lolly Woodruff Lyons . Р 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
ana Denning . Я 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ,152.00 ,152.00 
Christa Fornarotto . 8/7 8/9 Vietnam ‚152.00 ‚152.00 
on. Jerry Costello . 8/9 8/ аймап .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
on. John Duncan . 8/9 8/ аймап .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
on. Tim Holden 8/9 8/ aiwan .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
оп. E.B. Johnson .. y 8/9 8/ aiwan .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
on. Michael Capuano А 8/9 8/ аймап .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
on. Henry Brown .. 8/9 8/ aiwan .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
on. Dan Lipinski 8/9 8/ aiwan .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
on. Mary Fallin 8/9 8/ aiwan .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
immy Miller 8/9 8/ aiwan .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
Dara Schlieker 8/9 8/ aiwan .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
Amy Steinmann . 8/9 8/ aiwan .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
lolly Woodruff Lyons . 8/9 8/ аймап .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
ana Danning .... 8/9 8/ аймап .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
Christa Fornaroti 8/9 8/ aiwan .. ,087.00 ,087.00 
on. Jean Schmi 8/14 8/16 Germany 538.92 10,663.97 
8/16 8/18 Ethiopia 664.00 664.00 
8/18 8/20 Nigeria .. 324.00 324.00 
8/20 8/2 Italy 412.08 412.08 
on. Thomas Petri . Я 9/4 9/5 Italy 42.00 42.00 
on. David Reichert : 9/4 9/5 Italy 42.00 42.00 
on. Thomas Petri . 9/5 9/7 Afghanistan 70.00 70.00 
on. David Reichert 9/5 9/7 Afghanistan 70.00 70.00 
on. Thomas Petri . 9/7 9/7 Pakistan гаг 
оп. David Reichert 9/7 9/7 Pakistan a 
on. Thomas Petri . 9/7 9/8 Austria .. 161.00 
on. David Reichert 9/7 9/8 Austria .. 161.00 
on. Donna Edwards . 9/12 9/13 Haiti .. 118.00 
Committee 10Їа!......................................... tnter cot ы ui Jets dotada канынын Бы S Uoc ANTT Aa denos LS REA ruo rane n tta pr tod LK Et tpe Monica m 98,948.59 
1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
3 Military air transportation. 


HON. JAMES L. OBERSTAR, Chairman, Nov. 3, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
Hon. John Boozman ... 8/01 8/05 Italy .. 176.00 176.00 
Hon. Michael Michau 8/04 8/05 Kuwait 167.00 167.00 
Hon. Jeff Miller .. 8/04 8/05 Kuwait 167.00 167.00 
Cathleen Wiblemo .. 8/04 8/05 Кимай 167.00 167.00 
Dolores Dunn 8/04 8/05 Кимай... 167.00 167.00 
Hon. Michael Micha 8/06 8/07 Germany 391.00 391.00 
Hon. Jeff Miller .. 8/06 8/07 Germany 391.00 
Cathleen Wiblemo .. 8/06 8/07 | Germany 391.00 
Dolores Dunn ..... 8/06 8/07 | Germany 391.00 
Hon. Joe Donnelly .. 8/25 8/20 | Germany 216.00 
Committee total... pn Emma 
1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
HON. BOB FILNER, Chairman, Nov. 3, 2008. 
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REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON WAYS AND MEANS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JUNE 30 AND SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 
Behnaz Kibria 6/29 7/2 Switzerland ... 1,602.00 9,908.95 11,510.95 
Evan Alexander .. 6/30 1/2 Switzerland 1,068.00 9,837.51 10,905.51 
Timothy Reif .. 7/24 7/26 Switzerland 1,068.00 7,041.84 8,109.84 
Vijaya Rangaswami 7/24 7/26 Switzerland 7,892.57 9,169.57 
Evan Alexander ...... 7/23 7/2] | Switzerland ... 9,851.52 11,987.57 
Hon. Charles Rangel . 8/15 8/17 Dominican Republic . 100.00 291.33 891.33 
mS 8/20 ^ Dominican Republic . 2,075.40 2,075.40 
Hon. Jerry Weller ................ ss 9/2 9/3 Brazil .... 20.00 
9/3 9/6 Argentina .. 1,042.80 
9/6 9/8 Uruguay 463.00 
Hon. Jon Porter .. 9/4 9/5 Italy 
9/5 9/7 Afgh 
9/7 9/7 Pakistan xm 
9/7 9/8 Austria .. .00 


Committee total... кеа write nr ан е Аан абаЛы ролы. SAR tao AD TOLD: аавал — 7 MILAN ане 56,436.92 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 
?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 
HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL, Chairman, Nov. 13, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND 
SEPT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Depart Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
uva ерапше сштепсу or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency 2 currency 2 currency? currency ? 
on. Bud Cramer 7/10 7/15 London .. 5,561.60 5,561.60 
Mark Young ... 1/15 7/17 Mexico 700.00 s 
Commercial airfare Я m à d 
on. Silvestre Reyes А 
Europe 
Europe 
Europe 
Africa 
on. Mike Thompson ан ннн шон анлы 8/3 8/5 Еигоре 
8/5 8/6 Europe 
8/6 8/7 Europe 
8/7 8/8 Africa 
on. James Langevin лаан ныды ндан 8/3 8/5 Europe 
8/5 8/6 Europe 
8/6 8/7 Europe 
8/7 8/8 Africa 
on. Heather Wilson ................................................ 8/3 8/5 Europe 
8/5 8/6 Europe 
8/6 8/7 Europe 
8/7 8/8 Africa 
Michael Delaney .................. sse 8/3 8/5 Europe 
8/5 8/6 Europe 
8/6 8/7 Europe 
8/7 8/8 Africa 
Mark: ТОШ 5: ttf tee 8/3 8/5 Europe 
8/5 8/6 Europe 
8/6 8/7 Europe 
8/7 8/8 Africa 
Brian Morrison ыызы на ан ЫЫ дин ы 8/3 8/5 Europe 
8/5 8/6 Europe 
8/6 8/7 Europe 
8/7 8/8 Africa 
Stacey хоп... ааа йынан 8/3 8/5 Еигоре 
8/5 8/6 Europe 
8/6 8/7 Europe 
8/7 8/8 Africa 
Christopher Donesa sse 8/3 8/5 Europe 
8/5 8/6 Europe 
8/6 8/7 Europe 
8/7 8/8 Africa 
Stephanie Leaman ............... sss 8/3 8/5 Europe 
8/5 8/6 Europe 
8/6 8/7 Europe 
8/7 8/8 Africa 
Laurence Hanauer sss 8/2 8/4 E. Euro, 
8/5 8/6 E. Euro 
8/7 8/9 E. Euro 
8/10 8/ E. Euro 
Comniercial:al Tales eoi. Vandana аа cei дэи ed ама 
Donal Vieira 8/2 8/4 E. Euro, 746.00 
8/5 8/6 E. Euro 642.00 
8/7 8/9 E. Euro 802.00 
8/10 8/. E. Euro 91.14 i 
GOMMERCIal “AIM ale" secans doter ална а е ано ааваа Зарары ена: а еи 4,522.35 
Joshua Kirshner 8/2 8/4 E. Euro, 746.00 de 
8/5 8/6 E. Euro 642.00 
8/7 8/9 E. Euro 802.00 
8/10 8/. E. Euro 91.14 
Commercialrálfare ondes esie mauu. m eure (гыйы, оаа aestus p ase А 
Sarah Rolan ...... 8/2 8/4 E. Euro, 746.00 
8/5 8/6 E. Euro 642.00 
8/7 8/9 E. Euro 802.00 
8/10 8/. E. Euro 266.27 p 
GOMMENCIAl STAT a anA a О нЕ аа ЖЕЛЕ enit M hariti алану Velia ni 4,597.48 
Jamal Ware ....... 8/2 8/4 E. Euro, 746.00 S 
8/5 8/6 E. Euro 642.00 
8/7 8/9 E. Euro) 802.00 
8/10 8/. E. Euro) 266.27 
Commercial airfare sss suse tete Moo ei Mare ei ELT ОНС ЕТЕ 
Mark Young ... 8/16 8/24 Ача 2,400.00 
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December 10, 2008 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, PERMANENT SELECT COMMITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND 


SEPT. 30, 2008—Continued 


Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
p currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency? currency? currency? currency ? 
Commercial OWELA oe nr Dei. Acie” nibil o etate ed A eL a TA At retenti etti Va d es 10,592.00 12,992.00 
George Pappas .......... 8/24 Аѕіа .. 2/0000. аи аа: O AARETE маала аи наа ААНД 


Commercial airfare 


Committee total 


12,992.00 


115,945.22 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 


3 Military air transportation. 


HON. SILVESTRE REYES, Chairman, Oct. 31, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, PERMANENT JOINT COMMITTEE ON TAXATION, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN JULY 1 AND SEPT. 30, 


2008 
Date Per diem 1 Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar US. dollar US. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
р сштепсу or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency ? currency 2 currency? currency ? 
Allen Littman ... 8/31 8/5 Belgium 1,163.99 1,163.99 
9/05 9/10 France 964.17 964.17 


Committee total 


2,128.16 


2,128.16 


1 Рег diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 


HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL, Chairman, Nov. 7, 2008. 


a a nd 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 


Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 


9794. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Modification of Pesticide 
Tolerance Revocation for Diazinon [EPA-HQ- 
OPP-2007-1170; FRL-8390-7] received Novem- 
ber 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

9795. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Chlorothalonil; Pesticide 
Tolerances  [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-1106; FRL- 
8387-9] received November 26, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

9796. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Diflubenzuron; Pesticide 
Tolerances for Emergency Exemptions [EPA- 
HQ-OPP-2008-0714; FRL-8388-9] received No- 


vember 26, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 


9797. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Glyphosate; Pesticide Tol- 
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0147; FRL-8385-7] 
received November 26, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9798. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Ipconazole; Pesticide Toler- 
ances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0226; FRL-8389-1] 
received November 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9799. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 


Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Polyoxin D Zinc Salt; Ex- 
emption from the Requirement of a Toler- 
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0417; FRL-8389-5] re- 
ceived November 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9800. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule Pesticide Regulations; 
Technical Amendments [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008- 
0247; FRL-8146-6] received December 8, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

9801. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Etofenprox; Pesticide Toler- 
ance [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0567; FRL-8390-9] re- 
ceived December 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9802. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Labor Relations Board, transmitting notifi- 
cation of two violations of the 
Antideficiency Act, as required by section 
1351 of Title 31, United States Code; to the 
Committee on Appropriations. 

9803. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
of the Navy for Installations and the Envi- 
ronment, Department of the Navy, transmit- 
ting notification of а public-private competi- 
tion for Commander, Navy Installations 
Command, (CNIC) Non-Guard Security Sup- 
port Service functions being performed by 
four-hundred sixty-one (461) civilian employ- 
ees and one-thousand four-hundred and 
eighty (1,480) military authorizations located 
nationwide, including Hawaii and Guam; to 
the Committee on Armed Services. 

9804. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Changes in Flood Elevation Determinations 
— received December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services. 

9805. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
International Affairs, Department of the 


Treasury, transmitting a legislative proposal 
to complete the reauthorization of the U.S. 
Commitment to the International Develop- 
ment Association (IDA); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

9806. A letter from the Chairman and Presi- 
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report on transactions involving U.S. exports 
to Ireland pursuant to Section 2(b)(8) of the 
Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, as amended; 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

9807. A letter from the Chairman and Presi- 
dent, Export-Import Bank, transmitting a 
report on transactions involving U.S. exports 
to the Netherlands pursuant to Section 
2(b)(8) of the Export-Import Bank Act of 1945, 
as amended; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9808. A letter from the Acting Chief Execu- 
tive Officer, Corporation for National & 
Community Service, transmitting the Cor- 
poration’s Annual Financial Report for FY 
2008, in accordance with the Office of Man- 
agement and Budget Circular A-136; to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

9809. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — The Treatment of Data In- 
fluenced by Exceptional Events (Exceptional 
Event Rule): Revised Exceptional Event 
Data Flagging Submittal and Documenta- 
tion Schedule for Monitoring Data Used in 
Designations for the 2008 Ozone NAAQS 
[EPA-HQ-OAR-2005-0159; FRL-8743-2] (RIN: 
2060-A P28) received November 18, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9810. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Rhode 
Island Update to Materials Incorporated by 
Reference [RI-19-1222c; FRL-8733-6] received 
November 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9811. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the California 
State Implementation Plan, Imperial County 
Air Pollution Control District, Mojave 
Desert Air Quality Management District, 
South Coast Air Quality Management Dis- 
trict, and Ventura County Air Pollution 
Control District [EPA-R09-OAR-2008-0590; 
FRL-8732-4] received November 18, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9812. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Amendments to National 
Emission Standards for Hazardous Air Pol- 
lutants for Area Sources: Electric Arc Fur- 
nace Steelmaking Facilities [EPA-HQ-OAR- 
2004-0083; FRL-8747-1] (RIN: 2060-AM71) re- 
ceived November 26, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9813. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Penn- 
sylvania; 2002 Base Year Inventory for the 
Pittsburgh-Beaver Valley 8-Hour Ozone Non- 
attainment Area [EPA-R03-OAR-2007-0453; 
FRL-8741-5] received November 18, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9814. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Ten- 
nessee; Approval of Revisions to the Knox 
County Portion of the Tennessee State Im- 
plementation Plan — ‘‘Permit by Rule" Pro- 
vision [EPA-R04-OAR-2008-0052-200803(a); 
FRL-8743-8] received November 18, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9815. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Comprehensive Environ- 
mental Response, Compensation and Liabil- 
ity Act (CERCLA) or Superfund, Section 
128(a); Notice of Grant Funding Guidance for 
State and Tribal Response Programs [FRL- 
8742-3] received November 18, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9816. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Regulation of Fuel and Fuel 
Additives: Gasoline and Diesel Fuel Test 
Methods [EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0558; FRL-8742-6] 
received November 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9817. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Standards Applicable to 
Generators of Hazardous Waste; Subpart K — 
Alternative Requirements for Hazardous 
Waste Determination and Accumulation of 
Unwanted Material at Laboratories Owned 
by Colleges and Universities and Other Eligi- 
ble Academic Entities Formally Affiliated 
with Colleges and Universities [EPA-HQ- 
RCRA-2003-0012; FRL-8743-9] (RIN: 2050-AG18) 
received November 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9818. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Regulation of Fuels and 
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Fuel Additives: Modifications to Renewable 
Fuel Standard [EPA-HQ-OAR-2005-0161; FRL- 
8745-2] (RIN: 2060-AO80) received November 
21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9819. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Rulemaking to Reaffirm the 
Promulgation of Revisions of the Acid Rain 
Program Rules [EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0744; 
FRL-8750-8] received December 8, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9820. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Rulemaking to Reaffirm the 
Promulgation of Revisions of the Acid Rain 
Program Rules [EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0774; 
FRL-8750-9] (RIN: 2060-AP35) December 8, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9821. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Con- 
necticut ; Enhanced Vehicle Inspection and 
Maintenance Program [EPA-R01-OAR-2008- 
0194; A-1-FRL-8717-9] received December 2, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9822. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Texas; Control of 
Emissions of Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) From 
Stationary Sources [EPA-R06-OAR-2007-0523; 
FRL-8747-6] received December 2, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9823. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Repeal of Obsolete Regula- 
tions under the Marine Protection, Research, 
and Sanctuaries Act Regarding Interim 
Ocean Dumping Sites, Interim Ocean Dump- 
ing Permits, and Interim Ocean Dumping 
Criteria [FRL-8748-4] (RIN: 2040-AF01) re- 
ceived December 2, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9824. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the California 
State Implementation Plan, South Coast Air 
Quality Management District [EPA-R09- 
OAR-2008-0788; FRL-8745-4] received Decem- 
ber 2, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9825. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the California 
State Implementation Plan, Great Basin 
Unified Air Pollution Control District and 
Kern County Air Pollution Control District 
[EPA-R09-OAR-2007-0290, | FRL-8745-6] re- 
ceived December 2, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9826. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Standards of Performance 
for Fossil-Fuel-Fired Steam Generators for 
Which Construction is Commenced After Au- 
gust 17, 1971; Standards of Performance for 
Electric Utility Steam Generating Units for 
Which Construction is Commenced After 
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September 18, 1978; Standards of Perform- 
ance for Industrial-Commercial-Institutional 
Steam Generating Units; and Standards of 
Performance for Small Industrial-Commer- 
cial-Institutional Steam Generating Units 
[EPA-HQ-OAR-2005-0031; FRL-8748-2] (RIN: 
2060-AO61) Received December 2, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9827. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Control of Air Pollution 
From New Motor Vehicles and New Motor 
Vehicle Engines; Regulations Requiring On- 
board Diagnostic Systems on 2010 and Later 
Heavy-duty Engines used in Highway Appli- 
cations Over 14,000 Pounds; Revisions to On- 
board Diagnostic Requirements for Diesel 
Highway Heavy-duty Vehicles Under 14,000 
Pounds [EPA-HQ-OAR-2005-0047; FRL-8750-3] 
(RIN: 2060-AL92) received December 8, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9828. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission's final 
rule — In the Matter of Digital Television 
Distributed Transmission System  Tech- 
nologies [MB Docket No. 05-312] received No- 
vember 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9829. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Madi- 
son, Wisconsin) [MB Docket No. 08-127 RM- 
11459] received November 21, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9830. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. 
(Bryan, Texas) [MB Docket No. 08-175 RM- 
11484] received November 21, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9831. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission’s fourth annual report on Ethanol 
Market Concentration, pursuant to Section 
1501(a)(2) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005; to 
the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9832. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
For Export Administration, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Addition of Certain Persons to 
the Entity List: Persons Acting Contrary to 
the National Security or Foreign Policy In- 
terests of the United States [Docket No. 
0809191235-81395-01] (RIN: 0694-AE48) received 
December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

9833. A letter from the Executive Director, 
Christopher Columbus Fellowship Founda- 
tion, transmitting the Foundation’s Finan- 
cial Statements for 2008 which ended on Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to the Account- 
ability of Tax Dollars Act; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9834. A letter from the Senior Procurement 
Executive and Director for Acquisition Man- 
agement, Department of Commerce, trans- 
mitting the Department’s FY 2007 inventory 
of commercial activities performed by Fed- 
eral employees, pursuant to Public Law 105- 
270; to the Committee on Oversight and Gov- 
ernment Reform. 
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9835. A letter from the Under Secretary for 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De- 
fense, transmitting noitification that the 
Department will comply with the guidelines 
of the No FEAR Act; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

9836. A letter from the Administrator and 
Chief Executive Officer, Department of En- 
ergy, transmitting the Department’s 2008 
Annual Report, in accordance with Pub. L. 
89-448 and Pub. L. 101-576; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9837. A letter from the Chair, Election As- 
sistance Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission’s Performance and Accountability 
Report for Fiscal Year 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

9838. A letter from the Chairman, National 
Capital Planning Commission, transmitting 
the Commission’s Performance and Account- 
ability Report for FY 2008; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

9839. A letter from the Acting Director, Of- 
fice of Personnel Management, transmitting 
the Office’s FY 2008 Agency Financial Re- 
port; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

9840. A letter from the President & CEO, 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation, 
transmitting the Corporation’s FY 2008 an- 
nual report on audit and investigative cov- 
erage required by the Inspector General Act 
Amendments of 1988, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

9841. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Interior, transmitting notifica- 
tion that the Department will issue an addi- 
tional payment to the counties and local ju- 
risdictions in your State for Fiscal Year 2008 
under the Payments in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) 
Program; to the Committee on Natural Re- 
sources. 

9842. A letter from the Assistant Sec. for 
Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Department of 
the Interior, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Importation, Exportation, and 
Transportation of Wildlife; Inspection Fees, 
Import/Export Licenses, and Import/Export 
License Exemptions [[FWS-R9-LE-2008- 
0024][99011-1224-0000-9B]] (RIN: 1018-AV31) re- 
ceived December 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

9843. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di- 
rector, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Gulf of the Farallones 
National Marine Sanctuary Regulations; 
Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary 
Regulations; and Cordell Bank National Ma- 
rine Sanctuary Regulations [Docket No. 
080302355-81415-02] (RIN: 0648-AT14, 0648-AT15, 
0648-AT16) received December 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

9844. A letter from the Acting Deputy Di- 
rector, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Papahanaumokuakea 
Marine National Monument Proclamation 
Provisions [Docket No. 080227317-81455-02] 
(RIN: 0648-AW44) received December 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

9845. A letter from the Chief, Regulatory 
Management Division, Office of the Execu- 
tive Secretariat, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Special Immigrant and Non- 
immigrant Religious Workers [CIS No. 2302- 
05; DHS Docket No. USCIS-2005-0030] (RIN: 
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1615-AA16) received December 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

9846. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting noitification that the 
Solicitor General has decided not to appeal 
the final judgement in Linares, et al. v. Sec- 
retary of Housing and Urban Development, 
et al., No. CV-06-876 (E.D.N.Y.), pursuant to 
28 U.S.C. 530D; to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

9847. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting a progress report, pur- 
suant to Section 145 of the Adam Walsh 
Child Protection and Safety Act of 2006, Pub. 
L. 109-248; to the Committee on the Judici- 
ary. 

9848. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department's 
quarterly report of the Office of Privacy and 
Civil Liberties, pursuant to Public Law 110- 
53, 121 Stat. 266, 360; to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

9849. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Civil Monetary Penalty In- 
flation Adjustment Rule [FRL-8750-4] (RIN: 
2020-A A46) received December 8, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

9850. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Security Re- 
lated Considerations in the Design and Oper- 
ation of Transport Category Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2006-26722; Amendment 
Nos. 25-127, 121-341] (RIN: 2120-AI66) received 
November 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9851. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Standards; Propellers [Docket No.: FAA-2007- 
27310; Amendment Nos. 23-59, 25-126, 33-28, 
and 35-5] (RIN: 2120-AI95) received November 
18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9852. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Security Re- 
lated Considerations in the Design and Oper- 
ation of Transport Category Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2006-26722; Amendment 
Nos. 25-127, 121-341] (RIN: 2120-AI66) received 
November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9853. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Special 
Awareness Training for the Washington, DC 
Metropolitan Area; OMB Approval of Infor- 
mation Collection [Docket No. FAA-2006- 
25250; Amdt. No. 91-303] (RIN: 2120-AI63) re- 
ceived November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9854. A letter from the Progam Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Standards; Propellers [Docket No.: FAA-2007- 
27310; Amendment Nos. 23-59, 25-126, 33-28, 
and 35-5] (RIN: 2120-AI95) received November 
14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

9855. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
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the Department’s final rule — Enhanced Air- 
worthiness Program for Airplane Systems/ 
Fuel Tank Safety (EAPAS/FTS); Technical 
Correction [Docket No. FAA-2004-18379; 
Amendment No. 26-0] (RIN: 2120-АІЗ1) re- 
ceived October 27, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9856. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Reservation 
System for Unscheduled Arrivals at Chi- 
cago's O'Hare International Airport [Docket 
No. FAA-2005-19411; Amdt. No. 93-89] (RIN: 
2120-AI47) received November 18, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9857. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Reservation 
System for Unscheduled Arrivals at Chi- 
cago's O'Hare International Airport [Docket 
No. FAA-2005-19411; Amdt. No. 93-89] (RIN: 
2120-AI47) received November 14, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9858. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Cessna Aircraft Company (Type 
Certificate previously held by Columbia Air- 
craft Manufacturing) Models LC40-550FG, 
LC41-550FG, and  LC42-550FG Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2007-27628; Directorate 
Identifier 2007-CE-025-AD; Amendment 39- 
15713; AD 2008-22-17] (RIN: 2120-А А64) received 
November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9859. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 737-100, -200, -200C, 
-800, -400, and -500 Series Airplanes [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-1147; Directorate Identifier 
2008-NM-128-AD; Amendment 39-15719; AD 
2008-13-12 R1] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received No- 
vember 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9860. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 747SP Series Air- 
planes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0585; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-NM-027-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15704; AD 2008-22-09] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9861. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 727 Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0151; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2007-NM-347-AD; Amendment 39-15708; 
AD 2008-22-12] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received No- 
vember 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9862. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus Model A330-200, A330-300, 
and A340-300 Series Airplanes [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0667; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
NM-009-AD; Amendment 39-15717; AD 2008-22- 
20] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received November 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9863. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
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Directives; Airbus Model A310 Series Air- 
planes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0849; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-NM-080-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15709; AD 2008-22-13] (RIN: 2120-A A64) 
received November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9864. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Standards; Propellers: Correction [Docket 
No.: FAA-2007-27310; Amendment Nos. 23-59, 
25-126, 33-28, and 35-5] (RIN: 2120-AI95) re- 
ceived November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9865. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Modification 
of Class D and E Airspace; Brunswick, ME 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0208; Airspace Docket 
No. 08-ANE-99] received October 27, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

9866. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — IFR Altitudes; 
Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket No. 
30635 ; Amdt. No. 477 ] received November 14, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9867. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No. 30634; Amdt. No. 3293] received November 
14, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9868. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No. 30633; Amdt. No 3292] received November 
4, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

9869. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Estabishment 
of Class E Airspace; Kwethluk, AK [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0453; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
AAL-12] received November 14, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9870. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Modification 
to the Norton Sound Low, Woody Island 
Low, Control 1234L and Control 1487L Off- 
shore Airspace Areas; AK [Docket No. FAA- 
2007-28391; Airspace Docket No. 07-AAL-10] 
received November 14, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9871. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Transportation, Saint Lawrence 
Seaway Development Corporation, transmit- 
ting the Corporation’s annual financial audit 
and management report, in accordance with 
OMB Circular A-136; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9872. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Listing, Department of the Interior, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — En- 
dangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Designation of Critical Habitat for 12 
Species of Picture-wing Flies from the Ha- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—HOUSE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


waiian Islands [[FWS-R1-ES-2007-0006] [92210- 
1117-0000-B4]] (RIN: 1018-AU93) received De- 
cember 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

9873. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Oil Pollution Prevention; 
Spill Prevention, Control, and Counter- 
measure Rule; Revisions to the Regulatory 
Definition of ‘‘Navigable Waters" [EPA-HQ- 
OPA-2008-0569; FRL-8746-1] (RIN: 2050-AG48) 
received November 21, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

9874. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Sec- 
tion 1274.—-Determination of Issue Price in 
the Case of Certain Debt Instruments Issued 
for Property (Also Sections 42, 280G, 382, 412, 
467, 468, 482, 483, 642, 807, 846, 1288, 7520, 7872.) 
(Rev. Rul. 2008-53) received November 20, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

9875. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De- 
partment of Commerce, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule — Revisions to the 
EDA Regulations [Docket No.: 080213181-8811- 
01] (RIN: 0610-AA64) received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); jointly 
to the Committees on Transportation and In- 
frastructure and Financial Services. 


— 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 


Mr. MOLLOHAN: Committee on Appropria- 
tions. H.R. 7322. A bill making appropria- 
tions for the Departments of Commerce and 
Justice, Science, and Related Agencies for 
the fiscal year ending September 30, 2009, and 
for other purposes (Rept. 110-919). Referred 
to the Committee of the Whole House on the 
State of the Union. 

Mr. SERRANO: Committee on Appropria- 
tions. H.R. 7323. A bill making appropria- 
tions for financial services and general gov- 
ernment for the fiscal year ending Sep- 
tember 30, 2009, and for other purposes (Rept. 
110-920). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. VISCLOSKY: Committee on Appro- 
priations. H.R. 7324. A bill making appropria- 
tions for energy and water development and 
related agencies for the fiscal year ending 
September 30, 2009, and for other purposes 
(Rept. 110-921). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER: Committee on Rules. 
House Resolution 1534. Resolution providing 
for consideration of the bill (H.R. 7321) to au- 
thorize financial assistance to eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturers, and for other pur- 
poses (Rept. 110-922). Referred to the House 
Calendar. 


EE 


PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of rule XII, public 
bills and resolutions of the following 
titles were introduced and severally re- 
ferred, as follows: 

By Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts: 

H.R. 7321. A bill to authorize financial as- 
sistance to eligible automobile manufactur- 
ers, and for other purposes; to the Com- 
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mittee on Financial Services, and in addi- 
tion to the Committees on Energy and Com- 
merce, Ways and Means, the Judiciary, 
Transportation and Infrastructure, and the 
Budget, for a period to be subsequently de- 
termined by the Speaker, in each case for 
consideration of such provisions as fall with- 
in the jurisdiction of the committee con- 
cerned; considered and passed. 

By Mr. DREIER: 

H.R. 7325. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to allow all individuals, 
whether or not first-time homebuyers, a re- 
fundable income tax credit for the purchase 
of a residence during 2009 or 2010; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Ms. WATERS (for herself, Ms. 
VELAZQUEZ, Mr. CAPUANO, Mrs. MALO- 
NEY of New York, Mr. AL GREEN of 
Texas, Mr. SCOTT of Georgia, Mr. 
CLEAVER, Mr. WATT, and Mr. BACA): 

H.R. 7326. A bill to establish a systematic 
mortgage modification program at the Fed- 
eral Deposit Insurance Corporation, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Finan- 
cial Services. 

By Mr. RANGEL (for himself, Mr. 
McCRERY, Mr. GEORGE MILLER of 
California, and Mr. MCKEON): 

H.R. 7827. A bill to make technical correc- 
tions related to the Pension Protection Act 
of 2006, and for other purposes; to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means, and in addition 
to the Committee on Education and Labor, 
for a period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider- 
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju- 
risdiction of the committee concerned; con- 
sidered and passed. 

By Mr. CONYERS (for himself, Mr. 
DELAHUNT, and Mr. NADLER): 

H.R. 7328. A bill to amend title 11 of the 
United States Code with respect to modifica- 
tion of certain mortgages on principal resi- 
dences, and for other purposes; to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

By Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi: 

H.R. 7329. A bill to amend the Robert T. 
Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency As- 
sistance Act to authorize funding for emer- 
gency management performance grants to 
provide for domestic preparedness and col- 
lective response to major disasters, and for 
other purposes; to the Committee on Trans- 
portation and Infrastructure, and in addition 
to the Committee on Homeland Security, for 
a period to be subsequently determined by 
the Speaker, in each case for consideration 
of such provisions as fall within the jurisdic- 
tion of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. BARTON of Texas (for himself, 
Mr. RUSH, Mr. SMITH of Texas, and 
Mr. MCCAUL of Texas): 

H.R. 7330. A bill to prohibit, as an unfair 
and deceptive act or practice, the promotion, 
marketing, and advertising of any post-sea- 
son NCAA Division I football game as a na- 
tional championship game unless such game 
is the culmination of a fair and equitable 
playoff system; to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

By Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania: 

H.R. 7331. A bill to provide immediate fis- 
cal relief to cities experiencing serious budg- 
et deficits by providing funds for payments 
to qualified local governments; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

By Mr. CAPUANO (for himself, Mr. 
ScoTT of Virginia, Mr. GALLEGLY, and 
Ms. NORTON): 

H.R. 7332. A bill to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide penalties for coun- 
terfeiting or selling Presidential inaugura- 
tion tickets, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 
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By Mr. FLAKE: 

H.R. 7333. A bill to amend the Emergency 
Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (Public 
Law 110-343) to provide the Special Inspector 
General with additional personnel, audit, 
and investigation authorities, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

By Mr. LATOURETTE (for himself and 
Mr. AL GREEN of Texas): 

H.R. 7334. A bill to amend the Federal De- 
posit Insurance Act to require each insured 
depository institution which receives an in- 
vestment or other assistance under the Trou- 
bled Assets Relief Program to include in the 
quarterly call report the amount of any in- 
crease in new lending that is attributable to 
such investment or assistance, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

By Mr. MORAN of Virginia: 

H.R. 7385. A bill to amend title 31, United 
States Code, to allow certain local tax debt 
to be collected through the reduction of Fed- 
eral tax refunds; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform, and in addi- 
tion to the Committee on Ways and Means, 
for а period to be subsequently determined 
by the Speaker, in each case for consider- 
ation of such provisions as fall within the ju- 
risdiction of the committee concerned. 

By Mr. NEAL of Massachusetts: 

Н.В. 7336. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to prevent the alternative 
minimum tax from effectively repealing the 
Federal tax exemption for interest on State 
and local private activity bonds; to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

By Mrs. SCHMIDT: 

H.R. 7337. A bill to require certain air car- 
riers of foreign air transportation to disclose 
the nature and source of delays and cancella- 
tions experienced by air travelers; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

By Mr. SHADEGG (for himself, Mr. 
BROUN of Georgia, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. 
BURTON of Indiana, Mr. WESTMORE- 
LAND, Mr. SALI, and Mrs. BACHMANN): 

Н.В. 7338. A bill to exclude $125,000 ($250,000 
in the case of à joint return) of taxable in- 
come from the individual Federal income tax 
for 2008 and to reduce the rates of tax on in- 
come subject to Federal income tax for 2008; 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

By Mr. SHADEGG (for himself, Mr. 
BROUN of Georgia, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. 
BURTON of Indiana, Mr. WESTMORE- 
LAND, Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey, 
Mr. SALI, and Mrs. BACHMANN): 

H.R. 7339. A bill to exclude six months of 
earnings in 2009 from Federal income and 
payroll taxes, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 
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By Mr. WELCH of Vermont: 

H.R. 7840. A bill to direct the Secretary of 
Transportation to waive non-Federal share 
requirements for certain transportation pro- 
grams and activities through September 30, 
2009; to the Committee on Transportation 
and Infrastructure. 

By Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN (for herself, 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana, Mr. BOOZMAN, 
Mr. FoRTENBERRY, and Mr. FORTUNO): 

H. Con. Res. 443. Concurrent resolution to 
establish the Joint Select Committee on Re- 
organization and Reform of Foreign Assist- 
ance Agencies and Programs; to the Com- 
mittee on Rules. 

By Ms. LEE (for herself, Ms. WOOLSEY, 
Mr. STARK, Mr. KUCINICH, Mr. PAUL, 
Mr. GRIJALVA, and Mr. LEWIS of Geor- 
gia): 

H. Res. 1585. A resolution expressing dis- 
approval of the Agreement Between the 
United States of America and the Republic 
of Iraq on the Withdrawal of United States 
Forces from Iraq and the Organization of 
Their Activities During Their Temporary 
Presence in Iraq, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 


EE 


ADDITIONAL SPONSORS 


Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu- 
tions as follows: 

H.R. 1117: Mr. RANGEL. 

H.R. 1246: Mr. BISHOP of New York. 

H.R. 1742: Mr. SHERMAN. 

H.R. 2244: Mr. COHEN. 

H.R. 2329: Mr. MARKEY. 

H.R. 2860: Mr. BAIRD. 

H.R. 8428: Mr. STARK, Mr. HARE, and Mr. 
MARKEY. 

H.R. 3563: Mr. EDWARDS of Texas. 

H.R. 5877: Mr. LATHAM. 

H.R. 5927: Ms. ZOE LOFGREN of California. 

H.R. 6076: Ms. BORDALLO and Mr. STARK. 

H.R. 6833: Mr. POMEROY, Mr. CROWLEY, and 
Mr. MORAN of Virginia. 

H.R. 6643: Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts. 

. 6666: Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. 

. 6723: Mr. FORTENBERRY. 

. 6941: Mr. SIRES. 

. 7114: Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. 
. 7122: Mr. HOLDEN. 

H.R. 7123: Ms. Foxx. 

H.R. 7187: Mr. Ross, Mr. PITTS, and Mr. 
BURGESS. 

H.R. 7273: Mr. RUPPERSBERGER, Mr. SAR- 
BANES, Mr. MCCOTTER, Mr. LARSON of Con- 
necticut, Mr. MCHUGH, Mr. FARR, Mr. BRADY 
of Pennsylvania, Mr. GOODE, Mrs. MYRICK, 
Mr. REICHERT, Mr. PRICE of Georgia, Mr. 
KAGEN, Mr. MOORE of Kansas, Mr. BROWN of 
South Carolina, Mr. PLATTS, Mr. DREIER, and 
Mr. BURTON of Indiana. 
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Н.В. 7276: Mr. POE, Ms. GRANGER, Mr. 
RADANOVICH, Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia, Mr. 
SENSENBRENNER, Mr. LINDER, Mr. CAPUANO, 
Mr. GINGREY, and Mr. LATTA. 

H.R. 7277: Mr. McCaur of Texas, Mr. 
NEUGEBAUER, Mr. DENT, Mr. DUNCAN, and Mr. 
GOODLATTE. 

H.R. 7279: Mr. BACHUS. 

H.R. 7296: Mr. HINCHEY. 

H.R. 7298: Mr. PITTS, Mr. BARTLETT of 
Maryland, Mr. LATTA, Mr. WAMP, Mr. POE, 
Mr. BROUN of Georgia, Mr. GINGREY, Mrs. 
BLACKBURN, Mr. GOHMERT, Mr. ISSA, Mr. 
WESTMORELAND, Mr. BURTON of Indiana, and 
Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. 

H.R. 7300: Mr. BLUMENAUER, Ms. SLAUGH- 
TER, Mr. THOMPSON of California, and Ms. 
LINDA T. SANCHEZ of California. 

H.R. 7301: Mr. MEEK of Florida. 

H.R. 7303: Mr. MARIO DIAZ-BALART of Flor- 
ida. 

H.R. 7307: Mr. CLAY, Mr. CARSON, and Mr. 
CAPUANO. 


H.R. 7308: Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky, Mr. 
BARTLETT of Maryland, Mr. WAMP, Mr. 
BROUN of Georgia, Mr. KING of Iowa, Mr. 
WITTMAN of Virginia, Mr. GINGREY, Mr. 


FRANKS of Arizona, Mr. WESTMORELAND, Mr. 
CONAWAY, Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Flor- 
ida, and Mr. POE. 

H.R. 7309: Mr. CULBERSON, Mr. BROUN of 
Georgia, Mr. LAMBORN, Mr. PITTS, Mr. BART- 
LETT of Maryland, Mr. PoE, Mr. SAM JOHNSON 
of Texas, Mr. BARRETT of South Carolina, 
Mr. GINGREY, Mr. FEENEY, Mr. Issa, Mr. 
NEUGEBAUER, Mr. YOUNG of Alaska, Mr. LIN- 
DER, Mr. HALL of Texas, Mr. KLINE of Min- 
nesota, and Mr. FLAKE. 

H. Con. Res. 406: Mrs. BIGGERT. 

H. Res. 1268: Mr. SERRANO. 

H. Res. 1803: Mr. MARKEY. 

Н. Res. 1819: Ms. McCoLLuM of Minnesota. 

H. Res. 1397: Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali- 
fornia. 

H. Res. 1477: Mr. PETERSON of Pennsyl- 
vania, Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky, Mr. BAR- 
RETT of South Carolina, and Mr. BERRY. 

Н. Res. 1529: Mr. BOSWELL, Mr. PAYNE, Mr. 
INGLIS of South Carolina, Ms. DEGETTE, and 
Mr. ETHERIDGE. 

H. Res. 1581: Ms. BALDWIN, Mr. COHEN, and 
Mr. WEXLER. 

Н. Res. 1532: Mr. ISRAEL, Mr. MARKEY, Ms. 
SCHAKOWSKY, Ms. BERKLEY, Mr. SIRES, Mr. 
ENGEL, Mr. WALZ of Minnesota, Ms. BALD- 
WIN, Mr. FILNER, Mrs. TAUSCHER, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, Mr. KUCINICH, Mr. HINCHEY, Mr. 
McCoTTER, Mr. LEWIS of Georgia, Mr. CAPU- 
ANO, Mr. VAN HOLLEN, Mr. LYNCH, Mr. 
HONDA, Mr. WEXLER, Mr. ScoTT of Georgia, 
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California, Mr. 
KLEIN of Florida, Mr. CULBERSON, Ms. JACK- 
SON-LEE of Texas, Mr. UDALL of Colorado, 
and Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. 
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 


HONORING THE NATIONAL 
ENDOWMENT FOR THE ARTS 


HON. RAY LaHOOD 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. LAHOOD. Madam Speaker, during the 
last several years, | have had the honor and 
pleasure to work with the National Endowment 
for the Arts. | have been impressed with their 
energy, passion, and integrity in connection 
with their pursuit to bring arts excellence to 
America. | would like to discuss a few of the 
programs which have been so important to our 
communities and which were brought to us by 
the National Endowment for the Arts. 

ГЇЇ start with Shakespeare in American Com- 
munities. Since its inception in 2003, the pro- 
gram has brought live, high quality Shake- 
speare performances to more than 2,000 com- 
munities in all 50 states. Sixty-five professional 
theater companies have participated in the 
largest tour of Shakespearean theater in 
American history. They have reached audi- 
ences of 1 million—focusing on high school 
students—and have distributed 55,000 sets of 
exemplary educational materials—free to any 
teacher. 

Poetry Out Loud is a national poetry recita- 
tion contest for high school students that was 
conducted in partnership with all 50 State arts 
agencies; 150,000 students were engaged in 
learning and reciting poetry and $50,000 was 
awarded annually in scholarship funds to win- 
ning students. 

The NEA Jazz Masters program has ex- 
panded exponentially under the leadership of 
Chairman Dana Gioia. Designed to honor the 
best and most innovative jazz musicians and 
advocates, the Jazz Masters award has be- 
come the nation's highest honor in jazz. An 
NEA Jazz Masters on Tour commenced, and 
a curriculum was developed for high school 
teachers—NEA Jazz in the Schools—cele- 
brating the story of jazz in a classroom-friendly 
format for music, civics, social studies, and 
U.S. history classes. The agency has pro- 
duced a special commemorative recording of 
the music of 27 Jazz Masters, developed with 
National Public Radio a series of documen- 
taries profiling honorees, and launched on 
public television the "Legends of Jazz" pro- 
gram—a series of conversations with Jazz 
Masters. 

Through the American Masterpieces initia- 
tive, the Endowment has given grants to orga- 
nizations to bring the best of our cultural and 
artistic legacy to Americans. Through this pro- 
gram they have supported the disciplines of 
visual arts, dance, musical theater, presenting 
choral music, and chamber music. State arts 
councils have shared in this program by sup- 
porting their indigenous master artists and art 
forms. 


One program which we should be very 
proud of is the Big Read. Through this pro- 
gram—the largest project ever undertaken by 
the National Endowment for the Arts—the En- 
dowment has given grants and educational 
materials to 533 communities to conduct com- 
munity-wide reading programs centered 
around a great work of fiction chosen by the 
community. By reaching 96 percent of the 
country with Big Read events and activities, 2 
million attendees have been introduced to 
great American literature. 

Through its tireless effort, the National En- 
dowment for the Arts has solidified its relation- 
ship with Congress and the American public. 
| would like to recognize all of the employees 
at the agency for their excellent work and 
commitment to the arts. In particular, | would 
like to commend the outstanding and tireless 
work performed by Chairman Dana Gioia and 
Senior Deputy Chairman Eileen Mason. Their 
leadership and enthusiasm and substantive 
work resulted in a renaissance era at the Na- 
tional Endowment for the Arts. | congratulate 
them for a job well done. 


EE 


HONORING FRESNO BUSINESS 
COUNCIL 


HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate the Fresno Business 
Council upon the celebration of their 15th an- 
niversary. A celebration dinner will be held on 
Wednesday November 12, 2008 to honor this 
milestone. 

In the early 1990s, the Greater Fresno area 
experienced a dramatic increase in crime 
rates and a severe economic downturn. As a 
result of the regional crisis, the morale of the 
entire community suffered tremendously. In re- 
sponse, a small group of business leaders 
formed an organization to address the critical 
issues that afflicted the region. In its beginning 
stages, the Fresno Business Council devel- 
oped subject matter committees to address 
various issues such as job growth, crime and 
education. These specific committees were 
designed to obtain the research necessary to 
develop comprehensive action plans. A civic 
infrastructure was built and a network of part- 
nerships, that crossed boundaries, was devel- 
oped in support of transformational change. 
One of the first projects of the Fresno Busi- 
ness Council was the establishment of the 
Central Valley Business Incubator. This 
project, a partnership between California State 
University, Fresno and the Fresno Business 
Council, has created over one thousand jobs 
to date. 


In 2000 “The Economic Future of the San 
Joaquin Valley” was issued. This report of- 
fered the Central Valley two choices; maintain 
the status quo by continuing the low cost path 
or shift to an added value economy and in- 
crease the prosperity and quality of life for ev- 
eryone in the community. Following the rec- 
ommendations of the report, a group of people 
came together to develop a plan, this estab- 
lished the Collaborative Regional Initiative, 
CRI. CRI was a joint venture between Cali- 
fornia State University, Fresno and the Fresno 
Business Council. There were 5 initiatives that 
came out of this; insuring a state of the art 
technology infrastructure, increasing the num- 
ber of knowledgeable workers, improving the 
quality of life through land use and transpor- 
tation decisions, achieving high quality per- 
formance in the human services and edu- 
cation systems and the creation of an innova- 
tive culture. An essential element of the CRI 
was a commitment to a new contract for civic 
behavior; this contract became the “Commu- 
nity Values of the Fresno Region”. In the end, 
CRI launched 26 projects that are completed, 
still in an implementation stage or have been 
absorbed by other organizations. 


Fresno City Mayor Alan Autry asked his 
economic advisors to evaluate the city budget. 
They found that if more jobs were not created 
law enforcement would eventually consume 
the entire general fund. From this evaluation, 
the Regional Job Initiative, RJI, was launched 
in 2004. The АЛ set a goal of 30,000 net new 
jobs in just 5 years. Those involved with АЛ 
quickly realized that they would have to have 
strong education institutions апа effective 
workforce preparation organizations to achieve 
sustainable success. Together with the net- 
works created by CRI, the Fresno Business 
Council and representatives from other organi- 
zations they developed the "Choosing our Fu- 
ture Report", a plan to address critical issues 
inside Fresno Unified School District and the 
surrounding neighborhoods. The implementa- 
tion of this plan began in 2005 and those in- 
volved have pledged at least a 3 year commit- 
ment. 


The Fresno Business Council has been an 
essential organization of constant adaptation 
and with its members picking up many of the 
operation functions. It has proven to be a cat- 
alyst for transformational change, a merger of 
formerly disconnected organizations and a 
steward leader willing to take responsibility for 
helping to solve critical and systematic prob- 
lems. 


Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate the Fresno Business Council 
on 15 years as an outstanding organization. | 
invite my colleagues to join me in wishing the 
Fresno Business Council many years of con- 
tinued success. 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 


Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor. 
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HONORING MG RON DARDIS 


HON. BRUCE L. BRALEY 


OF IOWA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BRALEY of lowa. Madam Speaker, 1 
rise today to recognize the Adjutant General of 
the lowa National Guard, MG Ron Dardis, and 
to express gratitude for his many years of ex- 
traordinary service and leadership. General 
Dardis is retiring after almost 43 years of serv- 
ice with the lowa National Guard. He enlisted 
in the lowa Air National Guard in 1966 as a 
jet mechanic, and has served as the top uni- 
formed officer of the lowa Guard for the past 
9 years. As Adjutant General, he's led the 
lowa Guard through the transformation from a 
strategic reserve to an operational force, and 
overseen the deployment of thousands of 
lowa National Guard members to Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan. As chairman of the Rebuild lowa 
Advisory Commission, General Dardis has 
also led the state's recovery efforts after this 
year's devastating storms. Its been my privi- 
lege to work with General Dardis on issues of 
importance to the lowa Guard, including en- 
suring that soldiers who served in lraq re- 
ceived the education benefits they deserved. 
It's also been an honor to work with him on 
our State's vital storm recovery efforts. | thank 
General Dardis for his invaluable service to 
the National Guard, the State of lowa, and the 
United States, and wish him the best of luck 
in retirement. 


HONORING EDWARD TITUS ROACH 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Edward Titus Roach of 
Weston, Missouri. Edward is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1249, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Edward has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Edward has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Edward Titus Roach for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


TRIBUTE TO MR. DREW JUDEN 


HON. JO ANN EMERSON 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Mr. Drew Juden, director 
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of the Department of Public Safety in 
Sikeston, Missouri, on being named 2008 
Donald Red Loehr Outstanding Police Chief— 
the highest honor a police chief can receive in 
our state. 

In the many years | have known Director 
Juden, he has been a stalwart advocate for 
public safety. He distinguished himself by 
combating drug crime in Sikeston, by formu- 
lating calm, complete responses to statewide 
natural disasters, and by playing a key role in 
preparedness exercises for a potentially seri- 
ous earthquake in the New Madrid Seismic 
Zone, which includes Sikeston. On earthquake 
preparedness, Director Juden brings together 
local, State and Federal entities to cooperate 
in the face of a serious threat that could crip- 
ple major transportation corridors, disrupt com- 
munications on a multistate basis, and inter- 
rupt energy supplies from coast to coast. Di- 
rector Juden is more than a dedicated public 
servant, he is a leader who recognizes oppor- 
tunities to think creatively to improve the sys- 
tems that protect and serve our citizens. 

In Sikeston, Director Juden has a reputation 
few police chiefs enjoy. He is widely re- 
spected, known to be fair, and trusted by ev- 
eryone in the community for which he works. 
It is to Director Juden's credit that, as well- 
known and widely respected as he is, he ap- 
proached his duty to the people of Sikeston 
and of Missouri as a public servant first. 

By achieving this honor, Director Juden has 
earned well-deserved praise for his leadership 
role in law enforcement and disaster response 
preparedness. | sincerely hope that, by recog- 
nizing Drew Juden's many accomplishments 
with this award, the national law enforcement 
community also takes notice of the initiatives 
Director Juden continues to lead to keep 
Sikeston and other southern Missouri commu- 
nities safe. l'm very proud to congratulate 
Drew Juden, 2008 Outstanding Police Chief 
for the State of Missouri, and to commend him 
to the U.S. House of Representatives for all of 
his hard work. 


— — E — 


RECOGNIZING THE 20TH ANNIVER- 
SARY OF LINDEN, MICHIGAN 


HON. DALE E. KILDEE 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in con- 
gratulating the City of Linden, Michigan, on 
their 20th Anniversary. A celebration will be 
held at Linden City Hall on Friday, December 
12th. 

Linden is located in southern Genesee 
County on the headwaters of the Shiawassee 
River. Consider Warner and Eben Harris built 
a sawmill on the river in 1840 and the village 
of Linden grew up around the mill. During the 
1980s the residents of Linden decided to be- 
come a city and in 1988 the City of Linden 
was incorporated. The Charter Commission 
was comprised of Keith Wenger, chairperson; 
Judy  Pieczynski, Secretary; Harvey С. 
Charbonneau; Robert Nellett; Doug Morgan; 
Marjorie Kimble; Craig Newberry; and Farrand 
Ward. Their goals were to provide better rep- 
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resentation, better infrastructure, have a pro- 
fessional administration and still maintain the 
historic integrity of the town. To this end they 
decided on a council/manager form of govern- 
ment. 

Over the past 20 years the City of Linden 
has worked to provide quality service to its 
residents. The city has completed 25 projects 
to enhance the infrastructure by paving streets 
and sidewalks, installing water and sewer 
lines, building a streetscape, facade projects, 
a water treatment plant, a playground and a 
boardwalk. The City also maintains a full-time 
police department, а 22-member fire depart- 
ment and a department of public works. 

The City Council, Planning Commission and 
Historic District Commission work closely to 
preserve the historic nature of the city. They 
draw upon the resources of their local histo- 
rian, Claude Cranston, for advice on the char- 
acter of the early Linden area. In 2007 a fire 
destroyed a landmark historic building in the 
downtown area but the community pulled to- 
gether to work around this loss. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in applaud- 
ing the City of Linden, Michigan, as the com- 
munity comes together to celebrate its 20th 
anniversary. | congratulate the elected offi- 
cials, the staff and inhabitants of this wonder- 
ful city. City Hall is centered on providing qual- 
ity assistance to the residents. They have cre- 
ated a family friendly community rooted in the 
past but looking toward the future. | wish them 
continued success in the years ahead. 


HONORING KYLE BUCK 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Kyle Buck of Kansas City, 
Missouri. Kyle is a very special young man 
who has exemplified the finest qualities of citi- 
zenship and leadership by taking an active 
part in the Boy Scouts of America, Troop 
1395, and earning the most prestigious award 
of Eagle Scout. 

Kyle has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Kyle has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Kyle Buck for his accom- 
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


EEE 


HONORING HOLY GHOST 
DELIVERANCE MINISTERIES 


HON. DONNA M. CHRISTENSEN 


OF THE VIRGIN ISLANDS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 
Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Madam Speaker. | 


rise to pay tribute and to welcome a place of 
solace, healing and faith that will soon be built 
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to serve the community of St. Croix, U.S. Vir- 
gin Islands. 

Holy Ghost Deliverance Ministries Inc. held 
a groundbreaking ceremony on Saturday, No- 
vember 29, 2008 to commemorate the con- 
struction of a new 7,000-seat sanctuary in Es- 
tate Barren Spot, St. Croix, which will be 
called the City of Refuge. 

The sanctuary is being built to serve all citi- 
zens of the entire Virgin Islands, and | would 
like to commend Senior Pastor Mona L. 
Barnes, Apostle Eleanor A. Estrada, and the 
congregation of Holy Ghost Deliverance Min- 
istries for their vision and enduring passion for 
serving our community. 

The church is currently building an inde- 
pendent living complex to provide much-need- 
ed housing for our elderly population. Four- 
teen of the 48 units being built will soon be 
dedicated and ready for occupancy. 

Holy Ghost Deliverance Ministries com- 
pleted in 2001 the construction of a multipur- 
pose gymnasium, which now serves as their 
interim sanctuary. The church continues to 
provide programs that serve at-risk youth, par- 
ticularly our young men. 

The years of hard work and dedication to 
having this sanctuary built is a true testament 
to the perseverance of the leadership and 
congregation of Holy Ghost Deliverance Min- 
istries, their faith, and their unwavering convic- 
tion and belief that with God, all things are 
possible. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, | extend 
best wishes and God’s blessings to Holy 
Ghost Deliverance Ministries as they aim to 
build the City of Refuge for the people of St. 
Croix. | am grateful for their dedication to serv- 
ing God and the entire Virgin Islands commu- 
nity. 


— ж _ 


HONORING LIEUTENANT COLONEL 
ANDREW W. BROWN, USAFR 


HON. W. TODD AKIN 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor one of our brave men and women in 
uniform. LTC Andrew W. Brown, United States 
Air Force Reserve, was inducted into the 
Parkway Alumni Association Hall of Fame in 
St. Louis on November 15, 2008. The Park- 
way School District is located in my district 
and Lieutenant Colonel Brown graduated from 
Parkway West High School in 1982. 

Among the many career highlights that rec- 
ommended him for induction into the Parkway 
Hall of Fame is his service in Afghanistan. As 
a flight surgeon with the 455th Air Expedi- 
tionary Wing, Kandahar Airfield, Afghanistan, 
then Major Brown performed and assisted in 
over 100 combat casualty surgeries and pro- 
cedures from 22 April to 31 August 2005. 
Under severe time constraints and throughout 
the day and night, his involvement saved the 
lives of numerous United States, Coalition, Af- 
ghan Army and Police forces. Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Brown was awarded the Meritorious Serv- 
ice Medal on 17 April 2006 for this outstanding 
achievement. 

| am honored to represent Lieutenant Colo- 
nel Brown's family in the United States Con- 
gress and to honor him today. 
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HONORING DAVID MICHAEL 
LEININGER 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize David Michael Leininger of 
Riverside, Missouri. David is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1495, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

David has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years David has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending David Michael Leininger 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


EE 


IN HONOR OF MARCO DOMINGUEZ, 
STATION MANAGER OF  WIIH- 
UNIVISION FOR INDIANA 


HON. ANDRÉ CARSON 


OF INDIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. CARSON of Indiana. Madam Speaker, 
today | rise to honor Marco Dominguez, who 
as the station manager/anchor of WIIH- 
Univision for Indiana has become one of the 
most visible and influential advocates for the 
Latino community in Indianapolis. 

Marco began his Indiana broadcasting ca- 
reer as the director of productions for WTBU, 
Butler University's television station, before 
moving to WIIH, Indiana's only Spanish tele- 
vision station. Later, amid increasing racial 
tensions, he founded Community Link, a pro- 
gram devoted to Latino and African American 
news. This program has helped to bring 
awareness to the needs and achievements of 
minorities and has improved relations across 
the city. In 2004, the United States Small 
Business Administration recognized his suc- 
cessful work on behalf of the Latino commu- 
nity by nominating him for the Indiana Small 
Business Journalist of the Year Award. 

Marco's advocacy expands beyond broad- 
casting. Having developed a reputation for 
service, he receives thousands of requests for 
assistance from the Indianapolis immigrant 
community, which he diligently works to grant. 
Additionally, as an active member of organiza- 
tions including the Indianapolis Press Club 
Foundation, Better Business Bureau, United 
Way Central Indiana Committee on Diversity, 
Latino Coalition Against Domestic & Sexual 
Violence, and the Indiana Minority Health Coa- 
lition, Marco provides a strong voice for the 
needs of Latinos across Indianapolis. 

Today, | ask my colleagues to join me in 
thanking Marco Dominguez, whose efforts 
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have helped countless Latinos become an in- 
tegral part of our city. He should serve as an 
example to community leaders everywhere. 


E 


TRIBUTE TO HCCC MEN'S SOCCER 
TEAM 


HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
in recognition of the Herkimer County Commu- 
nity College, HCCC, Men’s Soccer Team in 
my congressional district in Upstate New York. 
This year, the team won the National Junior 
College Athletic Association, NJCAA, Division 
Ill National Soccer Championship. Herkimer 
defeated Triton College 2—1 on November 9 at 
the tournament hosted by Richland College in 
Dallas, Texas. The victory marks the HCCC 
Generals’ seventh NJCAA Division III National 
Championship in soccer and the 31st team 
National Championship for all of the school's 
athletic programs. 

HCCC finished with a record of 20 wins. 3 
losses and O ties. Over its history, the team 
has amassed a total record of 472 wins, 75 
losses and 26 ties. Four student athletes were 
named to the Final Four All-Tournament 
Team. They include Demetrius Lawrence of 
Reading, England; Kariym Balthazar of Brook- 
lyn, New York; Sean Trinidad of White Plains, 
New York; and James Taber of Liverpool, 
New York. Fellow team member Joeski Wil- 
liams of Bronx, New York, was named the 
tournament's Most Valuable Player. 

Five of the team's players received the des- 
ignation of All-Conference this season, and 
seniors Harry Appiah and Lee Martins were 
named to the NJCAA All-American Team. 
Martins was also named the 2008 National 
Soccer Coaches Association of America Jun- 
ior College National Player of the Year, and 
the 2008 NJCAA Region III and Mountain Val- 
ley Conference Player of the Year. 

The team's coach, Pepe Aragon, was 
named NJCAA National Coach of the Final 
Four tournament after earning his 200th win 
this season. In his 11 seasons coaching the 
team, Aragon has amassed a record of 203 
wins, 19 losses and 1 tie. For these impres- 
sive accomplishments, he was also inducted 
into the NJCAA Hall of Fame. 

Madam Speaker, | am proud to represent 
the Herkimer County Community College 
Men's Soccer Team and their coach. Pepe Ar- 
agon, who are to be commended for their 
great accomplishments. Please join me in con- 
gratulating the entire team on their victory. 


EE 


REFLECTIONS ON THE LIFE OF 
NED LOOK-—1917-2008 


HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 


OF OREGON 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BLUMENAUER. Madam Speaker, | was 
introduced about 40 years ago to Ned Look. | 
was a college student at the time and we were 
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organizing a campaign on this goofy idea to 
allow young people to vote. Very quickly, a 
number of the arrows pointed to Ned Look as 
somebody | should sit down and talk with in 
order to understand how the community 
worked. Even then, Ned was an institution. He 
was well known in the Portland City Club and 
a leading member of the Portland Develop- 
ment Commission, spearheading redevelop- 
ment and the Civic Auditorium. He was a tire- 
less volunteer, somebody who drew strength 
from civic activities. He was a busy guy. At 
that time he was still a banker, but he had the 
time to sit down and talk through whatever 
was on your mind, giving you a sense of the 
community's vitality. It was a marvelous expe- 
rience for me, learning not just about a cam- 
paign, but about the community | grew up in. 
| found | didn't really know much about my 
community until | had a chance to interact with 
Ned. 

At that point, Portland had two big banks, 
several corporate headquarters, a couple of 
timber companies and utilities. and a single 
phone company. "Tech" meant Tektronix. 
There was a core of community members who 
made contributions, who moved with civic and 
political activities; Portland even had two polit- 
ical parties at that point. Ned was conversant 
and connected with them all. 

A reformer, Ned was obsessed with the no- 
tion of coaxing more value out of government 
investment. At that point, city-county consoli- 
dation was all the rage. It had happened in 
other parts of the country—Indianapolis, Nash- 
ville, Davis—and Ned was part of the civic 
drumbeat that was going to bring city-county 
consolidation to Oregon. We were going to 
take the largest city and the largest county in 
Oregon and merge them to create all this 
extra efficiency. It was a brilliant plan sup- 
ported by all the powers that be and the news- 
papers—and it lost two-to-one at the polls. But 
typical of Ned, he was convinced that some- 
thing else was at work here, that we could do 
better. and he wasn't going to give up. He was 
part of the effort coming out of the City Club 
and other hopeless do-good organizations that 
envisioned and ultimately led to the creation of 
Metro, the only directly elected regional gov- 
ernment in the country—a one-of-a-kind idea 
that is so good that no one else in the United 
States has seen to replicate it in the last 30 
years. This was typical of Ned and his energy 
and his involvement. 

Ned was always in the vanguard of the 
community foundation movement around the 
country. | had vaguely heard about community 
foundations from a friend of mine in Cleve- 
land, Barbara Rossin, who helped set up the 
Cleveland Foundation. But it was Ned who 
made it happen in Oregon; it wasn't just his 
profession. it became part of the expression of 
who he was. It became larger than life. 

When | think about the changes that have 
taken place in our community in the last 40 
years. | recall that we didn't have any orga- 
nizing principles then; we didn't have large 
companies. But we were able to establish a 
framework in the community that encouraged 
people to get things done. We organized 
around a community foundation, but it went far 
beyond that. Today, you see the evidence of 
these efforts from the caliber of people are 
much more connected and reaching out and 
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making things happen in a more entrepre- 
neurial way. Just as we're the only city in the 
United States with a directly elected regional 
government, we are unique in the way we go 
out and solve problems. And much of this 
unique quality is due to people like Ned Look. 
There simply are not a lot of people like Ned 
in any city, nor have there ever been. 

The Harvard University sociologist Robert 
Putnam wrote "Bowling Alone" a few years 
ago, exploring changes in our society by ask- 
ing why, if there were more people bowling, 
there were fewer bowling leagues. His book 
got a lot of attention, and appropriately so. But 
his second book. "Better Together," which fo- 
cused on the resurgence of citizen participa- 
tion, didn't get quite the attention it deserved. 
He has a whole chapter about Portland; he 
called it "The City that Meets." Now, | know 
that all this "meeting" drives many of you 
crazy—especially those of you who try to do 
business here or get anything done in civic or- 
ganizations—but we are inclusive, we reach 
out to one another, even as we work in dif- 
ferent patterns. These are the qualities Ned 
Look expressed better than anybody I’ve ever 
met. 

For years. we've had a parade of people 
who come to Portland looking at what we do 
and how we do it: Portland State University, 
streetcars, land use, even bicycles. They see 
the development patterns that have strength- 
ened our neighborhoods and restored vitality 
to our community. We can show them our 
plans and talk about our government struc- 
tures; we can talk about how we have con- 
structed light rail and street car—but the single 
ingredient that is hard to express, the one that 
is more essential to that success than any- 
thing else, is our people. Ned was always 
there, front and center at the City Club, ready 
to give me advice, whether | was speaking or 
not. His antenna was always out; he was al- 
ways gravitating toward conversation, eager to 
be involved. Ned was the personification of 
why, in the words of Professor Putnam, we're 
"better together." 

Thank you, Ned. 


EE 


HONORING WILLIAM FREDRICK 
HENRY DUNKER 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize William Fredrick Henry 
Dunker of Parkville, Missouri. William is a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America, Troop 1495, and earning the most 
prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

William has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years William has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending William Fredrick Henry 
Dunker for his accomplishments with the Boy 
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Scouts of America and for his efforts put forth 
in achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


Ee 


HONORING SISTER M. CLAUDIA 
BURKE 


HON. DALE E. KILDEE 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. KILDEE. Madam Speaker, | ask the 
House of Representatives to join me in hon- 
oring Sister M. Claudia Burke as she retires to 
the Franciscan Sisters of the Poor 
Motherhouse in Cincinnati. She has been a 
cornerstone of social services in my home- 
town of Flint, Michigan since 1960. 

Sister M. Claudia Burke entered the convent 
on January 6, 1944. She attended Our Lady of 
Cincinnati College, graduating in 1953, and 
worked at Catholic Charities of Cincinnati. She 
was transferred to Catholic Social Services in 
Steubenville, Ohio and continued there pro- 
viding family and child welfare counseling. In 
1958 she was responsible for the foster care, 
and supervision of 10 Hungarian refugee teen- 
age boys. 

In 1960 Sister Claudia was transferred to 
Flint, Michigan to work at Catholic Social Serv- 
ices. Since that time she has left Flint twice, 
once to obtain her Master’s in Social Work de- 
gree from St. Louis University and a 1 year 
assignment in Cincinnati. She returned to Flint 
and continued her service to the people of 
Genesee County. 

Through her work at Holy Angels Convent 
and Catholic Social Services, Sister Claudia 
recognized the need to help families facing dif- 
ficult economic circumstances. Known for her 
tenacity, Sister Claudia provided the unique 
leadership to organize Catholic Outreach to 
respond to the need in the community. Count- 
less individuals have directly benefited from 
her hard work and devotion to the poor. Sup- 
ported through a variety of channels, Catholic 
Outreach assists about 12,000 people a year 
and the number is growing. Though her re- 
sponsibilities as an administrator and fund- 
raiser consumed most of her time in recent 
years, Sister Claudia preferred to spend her 
time working directly with clients. She has 
said, "You can't look at the face of poverty 
and not feel for people." In addition to found- 
ing Catholic Outreach, Sister Claudia was also 
instrumental in creating the North End Soup 
Kitchen and the Displaced Workers Center. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Sister M. Claudia Burke. The Flint area is los- 
ing one of its truly great humanitarians. Sister 
Claudia has spent her life acknowledging the 
needs of others and responding with selfless, 
caring love. Recognizing the divine in all hu- 
mans she lives the teaching contained in Mat- 
thew 25:40, "Whatsoever you do to the least 
of my people, that you do unto me." Through 
the years Sister Claudia has been an inspir- 
ing, thought provoking, tireless laborer in the 
vineyard of Our Lord Jesus Christ. She has 
put her love into action and set an example for 
the lives of those following in her footsteps. ! 
know | am a better person for having known 
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her and will miss her wisdom, and compas- 
sion. | pray she will find a much deserved re- 
laxation and peace in this next phase of her 
life. 


EE 


HONORING KENNI FRIEDMAN 


HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Kenni Friedman upon 
being named the 2008 “Citizen of the Year’ 
by the American Legion, Post 74. Mrs. 
Freidman will be honored at the sixty-first an- 
nual Awards and Veteran’s Day observance 
dinner on Tuesday, November 11, 2008. 


Kenni Friedman is a longtime resident of the 
northern San Joaquin Valley. After receiving 
her bachelor of science degree and a masters 
in business administration from the University 
of California, Los Angeles, she began working 
at Price Waterhouse. She later served as a 
staff accountant for the cities of Los Angeles 
and New York. During the early 1990s, Mrs. 
Friedman began her political career іп 
Stanislaus County. She was elected to the 
Modesto City Council in 1991 and was re- 
elected in 1993 and 1997. While serving on 
the city council she served on numerous coun- 
cil committees including: Financial Policy, 
Transportation Planning, Community Develop- 
ment and Housing, Human Services, Eco- 
nomic Development and Intergovernmental 
Relations and Public Safety. Mrs. Friedman 
also served on the San Joaquin Valley Unified 
Air Pollution Control District (1994—2000), the 
Stanislaus Area Association of Governments 
(1992—2000) and the Tuolumne River Re- 
gional Park Policy Board (1992—2002). 


Outside of the political arena, Mrs. Friedman 
has been involved in many community activi- 
ties. From 1997 to 2006 she served on the 
Sutter Health Board of Directors. Since 2003 
she has worked with the Salvation Army in 
various capacities. In 2003 she worked on the 
Christmas Angel project and from 2004 to 
2006 she co-chaired the “Grassroots” cam- 
paign. Since 2006 she has co-chaired the Sal- 
vation Army “One Night Out” dinners and has 
been an honorary Advisory Board member 
since 2002. Mrs. Friedman is currently serving 
on the Gallo Center for the Arts Advisory 
Board, the Valley Business High School Advi- 
sory Board and the University of California at 
Merced Foundation Board. In May 2008 she 
received the "Children's First Award" from the 
Center for Human Services for her dedicated 
service to the community and children. 


Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate Kenni Friedman upon her ac- 
complishments and for being honored as the 
2008 "Citizen of the Year". | invite my col- 
leagues to join me in wishing Mrs. Friedman 
many years of continued success. 
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HONORING SEAN PATRICK 
McCALMON 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Sean Patrick McCalmon of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Sean is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1495, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Sean has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Sean has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Sean Patrick McCalmon 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


— u 


60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE SIGN- 

ING OF THE UNITED NATIONS 
UNIVERSAL DECLARATION OF 
HUMAN RIGHTS TO CONDEMN 
THE ONGOING ATTACKS ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS IN CUBA 


HON. ALBIO SIRES 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SIRES. Madam Speaker, | rise today, 
the 60th Anniversary of the signing of the 
United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights, to condemn the ongoing at- 
tacks on human rights in Cuba. 

It has been reported that possibly a dozen 
people in Cuba have been rounded up and 
detained by the regime to thwart their efforts 
to attend Human Rights Day events on the is- 
land. | was outraged, but not shocked to hear 
of this most recent action by the brutal Cuban 
regime to deny the Cuban people their basic 
human rights, which are guaranteed in the 
U.N. declaration. Dissident groups throughout 
Cuba have attempted to organize protests, 
and government attacks on protesters will like- 
ly continue. 

This blatant disregard for the rights of all 
peoples on this symbolic day so accurately 
represents the true nature of the oppressive 
Cuban regime. 1 will continue to fight for a day 
when the voices of all Cuban people are re- 
spected. 


a 


HONORING SENIOR AIRMAN AARON 
RATH 


HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, today | rise 
to pay tribute to a great American, who was 
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recently honored by the Illinois Air National 
Guard. 

Senior Airman Aaron Rath of Springfield, Illi- 
nois, has been chosen as the 183rd Fighter 
Wing's Airman of the Year. Airman Rath 
earned this honor after two tours of duty in 
Iraq in 2006 and 2007. He serves as a life 
member of the National Guard Association of 
Illinois, senior vice commander of the Vet- 
erans of Foreign Wars Post 755, a member of 
the Enlisted Association of the National Guard 
of the United States, and vice president of the 
Defendors Association. Locally, he has been 
active in Big Brothers Big Sisters, and in the 
Law Enforcement Torch Run for Special Olym- 

ics. 

а Airman Rath enlisted in the Illinois Air Na- 
tional Guard at the age of 29, after the Sep- 
tember 11 terrorist attacks on our Nation. He 
told the local newspaper that he felt it was his 
"utmost duty as an American to enlist and 
serve, and give a little back for what so many 
before me had sacrificed." 

| want to congratulate Senior Airman Aaron 
Rath on this much deserved recognition, and 
to thank him and so many other brave young 
Americans for their service to our Nation. It is 
through their dedication and their sacrifice that 
we are able to enjoy the liberties we all hold 
dear. 


BUT I 
HON. WALLY HERGER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. HERGER. Madam Speaker, this poem 
was penned by Albert Caswell in honor of a 
great American hero, Christopher Frost from 
Chico California. Tech Sergeant Frost lost his 
leg during an IED explosion in Samara, lraq. 
His courage and positive attitude is an inspira- 
tion to us all. He was part of the Weapons In- 
telligence Team/Air Force. 

ButI... 

Went offto war... 

And, I will not give up, nor give in for sure! 

For my heart, will fly once more . . . for I 
will rise, and I will soar! 

Wearing my Nation's Wings, Ill reach for 


the stars ... once again ... once 
more! 

Until, that very end . . . America, and The 
United States Air Force . . . I will de- 
fend... 


Is but my life's passion, my life's force... 
allin my heart as my course, I've fash- 
ioned... 

For we all have mountains to so climb... 

For we all have stories, to so write and so 
rhyme... 

Answers, to the hardest of all questions to 
find! 

All about what we have so left inside, all 
about our short lives ... which so 
come to mind... 

All those moment's which test our metal, all 
in our pain and woe... 

As this is mine... all for Country Tis of 
Thee, I was ready to die and bleed... 

And gladly, pay the greatest of all costs in- 
deed... 

All in what I’ve found, and so believe... all 
in what I’ve lost and do not need... 

As on this day my life, takes me to new 
heights... 
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Look into my heart, as it's there you'll find 
inspiration taking flight... 
As this Airman's heart, soar's so high above 


Burning bold, burning bright . . 
love... 

А work of art, which make's souls Пу... 

Showing us all, how а heart faith and cour- 
age can so soar so high... 

Bring hope, and bringing light .. 
long and loud this night... 

Who on battlefields of honor once seen... 

Or home once again, rebuilding from such 
heartache and pain... 

As Chris your heart of courage full, so 


. all in my 


. Speaking 


astounds... 

For when all seemed lost, Chris somehow 
you found... 

The Strength, The Courage. . . to not be dis- 
couraged... 


The Light, that flows through your eyes 
which does nourish... 

Teaching us all so how. . . To bare that bur- 
den, to bare that cost... 

Even, with your fine leg lost! Mountains you 
so cross... 

To reach for the stars, in all your loss... 

All in that smile upon your face, all in that 
mantle of a hero heart that’s yours 
portrays... 

As we see such a fine heart that will not look 
down... 

Teaching us all, what God has made! As your 
fine heart so sounds... 

Reminding us all, not to waste not even a 
single day... 

Bringing tears to eyes, as we kneel down and 
pray... 

ButI... 

If I could but be like you... 

Then, I would but teach every women, child 
and man so too! 
Where faith and courage, 

country begins... 
And if ever I have a son... 
I but hope and pray . . . he could but soar, as 
far and as high ... as you have my 
fine son! 
And, be like you the one.. 


and service to 


ubl us 


a 


HONORING DEREK JOSEPH 
STANWAY 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Derek Joseph Stanway of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Derek is a very special 
young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1495, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Derek has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Derek has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Derek Joseph Stanway for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF MICHELLE 
JASMIN, WINNER OF THE GREEN 
LIGHT COMPETITION AWARD OF 
EXCELLENCE 


HON. STEPHEN F. LYNCH 


OF MASSACHUSETTS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. LYNCH. Madam Speaker, | rise today in 
recognition of Michelle Jasmin, an exceptional 
artist from West Roxbury, Massachusetts, who 
has earned the Green Light Competition 
Award of Excellence. 

Since 2005, Michelle has been involved in 
Brookline Massachusetts’ Gateway Arts pro- 
gram which encourages individuals with dis- 
abilities to passionately study and create art. 
Michelle’s award winning artwork patriotically 
expresses fellow American’s feelings of loss 
and personal struggle through her paintings of 
soldiers who have lost their lives in the Iraq 
war. 

Michelle’s work consists of a hand-bound 
book of acrylic paintings, “Gone But Not For- 
gotten,” which contains the names, ages, mili- 
tary rank, and towns of Massachusetts sol- 
diers who have died in the Iraq war and is ac- 
companied by unique portraits of each solider. 
A specific painting, "A Soldiers Prayer," 
shows depictions of the sorrows of war com- 
bined with prayer. Additionally, her painting 
series "Untitled" depicts a suffering man, a 
reaching hand, a poem on suffering, and a fig- 
ure breaking free from chains, which outwardly 
expresses how humans can overcome the 
feeling of loss. 

Madam Speaker, it is my distinct honor to 
take the floor of the House today to join with 
Michelle's family, friends and Gateway Arts to 
honor her for her exceptional accomplish- 
ments as an artist. 

| hope my colleagues will join me in cele- 
brating Michelle's talent and wish her good 
health and success in all her future endeav- 
ors. 


IN MEMORY OF HARRY DUNFORD 
HON. IKE SKELTON 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SKELTON. Madam Speaker, it is with 
sadness that | inform the House of the death 
of Harry Dunford, United States Navy (Ret.) of 
Lexington, Missouri. 

Harry Dunford was born on May 19, 1925, 
їп Lexington, Missouri, to Harry and Hattie 
Barron Dunford. Harry served his country in 
the United States Navy from 1943 to 1946. He 
was a World War Il veteran, serving on the 
USS President Jackson as a Radioman 3rd 
Class. 

In addition to serving his country in the 
Armed Forces, Harry had been an insurance 
investigator, quartermaster at Wentworth Mili- 
tary Academy, and a co-owner of Merchants 
Credit Bureau. He was a member of Lexington 
First Christian Church, an Elder and Deacon 
Emeritus. He was also a life member of 
V.F.W. Post 4052, a member of the Lexington 
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Jaycees, a columnist for the Lexington News, 
a member of the Lafayette County Veteran’s 
Memorial Committee, and a one-time Sec- 
retary for the USS President Jackson Associa- 
tion. 

Madam Speaker, | know the members of 
the House will join me in extending heartfelt 
condolences to his family and friends. 


EE 


HONORING CHRISTOPHER SPENCER 
VAUGHN 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Christopher Spencer 
Vaughn of Kansas City, Missouri. Christopher 
is a very special young man who has exempli- 
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead- 
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 1495, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Christopher has been very active with his 
troop, participating in many Scout activities. 
Over the many years Christopher has been in- 
volved with Scouting, he has not only earned 
numerous merit badges, but also the respect 
of his family, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Christopher Spencer 
Vaughn for his accomplishments with the Boy 
Scouts of America and for his efforts put forth 
in achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 


EE 


IN RECOGNITION OF THE RETIRE- 
MENT OF LEONARD B. KELLER, 
CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF 
HONOR RECIPIENT 


HON. JEFF MILLER 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. MILLER of Florida. Madam Speaker, it 
is an honor to rise and recognize the service 
of Leonard Keller, who, after 22 years, will re- 
tire from the Naval Supply Center, Gulf Coast 
Supply Operations. Mr. Keller’s dedicated civil- 
ian service is a capstone to his brave and 
dedicated military service in the Vietnam War. 

Born in Rockford, Illinois, Len was drafted 
into the United States Army in 1966. He at- 
tended basic training at Fort Campbell, Ken- 
tucky and Advanced Infantry Training at Fort 
Polk, Louisiana. He was assigned to the 9th 
Infantry Division at Base Camp Doung Tam, 
Mekong Delta, Vietnam. In 1967 while sweep- 
ing through an area where an enemy ambush 
had occurred earlier, then-Sergeant Keller's 
unit suddenly came under intense automatic 
weapons and small-arms fire from a number 
of enemy bunkers and numerous snipers in 
nearby trees. Disregarding his own safety in 
the face of intense enemy fire, Sergeant Keller 
and a fellow soldier assaulted the enemy 
bunkers. They killed the enemy occupants in 
numerous bunkers thereby saving countless 
American lives. After his ammunition was ex- 
hausted, he assisted with the evacuation of 
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the wounded. Many Americans who were in 
the Ap Bac Zone of the Republic of Vietnam 
on May 2, 1967 owe their lives to the brave 
actions of Leonard Keller. For his conspicuous 
gallantry in combat and risking his life above 
and beyond the call of duty, Leonard Keller 
was awarded the Congressional Medal of 
Honor. 

In 1986, Len came to Pensacola to work at 
the Naval Supply Center as an Inventory Man- 
agement Specialist and has been an integral 
part of Gulf Coast Supply Operations for over 
the last 22 years. After retirement, he plans to 
split his time between Illinois and Florida. He 
plans to maintain an active role in the Medal 
of Honor, MOH, as he continues to attend nu- 
merous social events and conduct speaking 
engagements at various schools around the 
country. He also plans to establish the Leon- 
ard B. Keller scholarship fund at his high 
school in the near future. 

We honor the distinguished military and 
government service of Leonard Keller. Vicki 
and | wish him and his family best wishes for 
continued success. Our Nation is grateful for 
Len's dedicated and selfless service to the 
Nation. His life of courage, selfless service, 
and patriotism will serve as a shining example 
to future generations of Americans. 


HONORING FLORY INDUSTRIES 
HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate Flory Industries upon 
being inducted into the Agriculture Hall of 
Fame. Flory Industries will be honored at the 
11th Annual Ag Hall of Fame Dinner on Thurs- 
day, November 13, 2008 at the Assyrian 
American Civic Club of Turlock. 

In 1909, the Flory family moved to their cur- 
rent location in Salida, California and settled 
their ranch. Innovation has been a key for the 
Flory family from the beginning. During the 
1920s and early 1930s the family had a 100- 
cow grade "B" dairy. It is believed that they 
were the first family in the nation to have milk- 
ing machines, the first to have a farm tractor 
in the area, and the first to convert from steel 
tractor wheels to rubber tires. The operation 
expanded to include custom grain and bean 
harvesting. Harold Flory designed and built 2 
bean harvesters for use in their harvesting 
business. These 2 machines lasted from 1935 
to 1974, for a total of 30 harvest seasons. 

In 1961, the first Flory pick-up harvester 
was built; it was a small three-point mounted, 
tractor-powered harvester that was primarily 
used for harvesting almonds. Flory Industries 
continued to grow with the times and in 1969 
they introduced the self-propelled harvester 
with a 4-foot pick-up width. This was the first 
in the agriculture industry to use a hydrostatic 
ground drive. In 1972, Flory once again met 
the needs of the industry by developing a self- 
propelled heavy-duty sweeper. The sweeper 
produced by Flory has continued to improve to 
meet the industry needs and today's diesel 
engine designs. 

Today, Flory Industries is still considered to 
be a leader in the field of nut-harvesting 
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equipment, with sales in the worldwide market. 
Their equipment is used in the harvest of al- 
monds, cashews, figs, hazelnuts, 
macadamias, pecans, tung nuts, and walnuts. 
The technology of the equipment has im- 
proved over the past 7 decades to meet both 
the needs of the industry for efficient har- 
vesting and the reduction of dust to improve 
air quality. The company's commitment to 
cleaner air is evident with the manufacturing of 
the brush shredder to eliminate the winter 
burning of orchard prunings. They continue to 
work with educational institutions including 
California Polytechnic State University, Univer- 
sity of California at Davis, California State Uni- 
versity, Fresno, and New Mexico State on en- 
vironmental concerns. 

Flory Industries manufacturing facilities and 
offices are located on the original property 
purchased by the family almost 100 years 
ago. The company has been repairing and 
building farm equipment since 1936. Today, 
four generations work in the family business 
led by President Howard Flory. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate Flory Industries upon its in- 
duction into the Agriculture Hall of Fame. | in- 
vite my colleagues to join me in wishing the 
company, and the Flory family, many years of 
continued growth and success. 


HONORING ZACHARY M. HUGHES 


HON. SAM GRAVES 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly 
pause to recognize Zachary M. Hughes of 
Kansas City, Missouri. Zachary is a very spe- 
cial young man who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak- 
ing an active part in the Boy Scouts of Amer- 
ica, Troop 1333, and earning the most pres- 
tigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Zachary has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many Scout activities. Over the 
many years Zachary has been involved with 
Scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam- 
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Zachary M. Hughes for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev- 
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 


EE 


EMMY AWARDED TO US FAMILY 
HEALTH PLAN AND NATIONAL 
MILITARY FAMILY ASSOCIATION 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | would like 
to share with my colleagues a press release 
which announces that the US Family Health 
Plan and the National Military Family Associa- 
tion have won the only Public Service Emmy 
Award presented nationwide in the category of 
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local public service announcements. | would 
also like to pay tribute to Saint Vincent's 
Catholic Medical Centers which for nearly 160 
years has provided critical health care in New 
York and beyond, and is an important member 
of the US Family Health Plan. | am also 
pleased and proud to add that today, Saint 
Vincent's has a highly capable and dynamic 
new chief executive officer, Henry J. Amoroso, 
who is leading plans to build a new "all-green, 
all-digital" 21st century health care facility that 
will serve hundreds of thousands of patients 
annually. 


AND THE EMMY AWARD GOES TO: THE US FAM- 
ILY HEALTH PLAN AND THE NATIONAL MILI- 
TARY FAMILY ASSOCIATION 
(By Michelle Joyner and Susan Oakland) 
WASHINGTON, DC, November 20, 2008.—A se- 

ries of public service announcements (PSAs) 

jointly sponsored by the US Family Health 

Plan, a DOD-sponsored military healthcare 

plan and the National Military Family Asso- 

ciation, а non-profit organization commit- 
ting to improving the lives of military fami- 
lies, has been honored with an Emmy Award 
from the National Academy of Television 

Arts & Sciences. The PSA series, ‘‘Now is 

Our Time to Serve," was designed to raise 

awareness of the need to ‘‘support, befriend, 

remember and appreciate’? America’s mili- 

tary family members. It won the only Public 

Service Emmy Award presented nationwide 

in the category of Local Public Service An- 

nouncements, designed for the PSAs that 
have aired in up to 50 percent of the coun- 
try’s TV markets. 

The series aired from July 2007 through 
February 2008, with total viewership topping 
7.8 million, including broadcasts in major 
U.S. television markets and airings in over 
200 movie theatres prior to family film 
screenings. The announcements—just one 
facet of an ongoing partnership between the 
US Family Health Plan and the National 
Military Family Association—may be viewed 
online at www.yearofthemilitaryfamily.org. 
The PSAs were produced for the US Family 
Health Plan and the National Military Fam- 
ily Association by Marion, Montgomery, Inc. 

“US Family Health Plan delivers the 
TRICARE Prime benefit to many of our 
beneficiaries and we certainly applaud these 
kinds of public awareness efforts," said 
Army Maj. Gen. Elder Granger, deputy direc- 
tor of TRICARE Management Activity. 
“Congratulations go out to everyone in- 
volved in raising awareness about the needs 
of our military families." 

Kate Ryan, chair of the US Family Health 
Plan Alliance, said, “We are honored to 
Share the Emmy Award with the National 
Military Family Association. Both the 
NMFA and the US Family Health Plan are 
passionate about service uniformed services 
families and it's gratifying to know that our 
collaboration has helped spread the word 
about the need to support these everyday 
American heroes." 

Nancey Alsheimer, chairman of the Na- 
tional Military Family Association Board of 
Governors, said, ‘‘The Emmy Award gives us 
renewed pride in our mission of protecting 
and promoting the interests of military fam- 
ilies. The Emmy Award for the series will 
bring additional attention to the important 
message of support for families—and for 
that, we are grateful.” 

The US Family Health Plan, a Department 
of Defense-sponsored health plan, is made 
available by nonprofit healthcare providers 
in six service areas across the country. It 
serves over 100,000 military beneficiaries, in- 
cluding active-duty family members, acti- 
vated Guard and Reserve family members, 
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and retirees and their family members. One 
of its hallmarks is its ability to maintain a 
consistently high level of patient satisfac- 
tion; in fact, in 2008, overall satisfaction 
with the health plan is 87.9 percent, com- 
pared to 61.9 percent for traditional HMOs. 
The six not-for-profit organizations through 
which enrollment in the US Family Health 
Plan is offered include: 

Johns Hopkins Medicine (1-800-801-9322)— 
serving Maryland, Washington D.C., and 
parts of Pennsylvania, Virginia and West 
Virginia 

Martin's Point Health Care (1-888-241- 
4556)—serving Maine, Vermont, New Hamp- 
Shire and northeastern New York 

Brighton Marine Health Center (1-800-818- 
8589)—serving Massachusetts, including Cape 
Cod, plus Rhode Island and northern Con- 
necticut 

Saint Vincent Catholic Medical Centers (1- 
800-241-4848)—serving parts of New York, all 
of New Jersey, eastern Pennsylvania and 
Southern Connecticut 

CHRISTUS Health (1-800-678-7347)—serving 
Southeast Texas and southwest Louisiana 

Pacific Medical Centers (1-888—-958-7347)— 
serving the Puget Sound area of Washington 
State. 

For more information about the US Fam- 
ily Health Plan, visit 
www.usfamilyhealthplan.org. 

The National Military Family Association, 
the only nonprofit organization that rep- 
resents families of all ranks and services, 
prepares spouses, children and parents to 
better deal with the unique challenges of 
military life. The Association protects bene- 
fits vital to all families, including those of 
the deployed, wounded and fallen. For nearly 
40 years, its staff and volunteers, comprised 
mostly of military family members, have 
built а reputation as the leading experts on 
military family issues. For more informa- 
tion, visit http://nmfa.org. 

Marion Montgomery, Inc. is a full-service 
marketing, public relations and interactive 
agency based in Houston, Texas. It produced 
the PSA series for the US Family Health 
Plan and the National Military Family Asso- 
ciation. For more information on Marion 
Montgomery, Inc. visit 
www.mmihouston.com. 

The National Academy of Television Arts 
& Sciences is a professional service organiza- 
tion dedicated to the advancement of the 
arts and sciences of television and the pro- 
motion of creative leadership for artistic, 
educational and technical achievements 
within the television industry. For more in- 
formation, please visit www.emmyonline.tv. 


Ee 


HONORING SIEGEL HIGH SCHOOL’S 
LADY STARS FOR WINNING THE 
CLASS AAA STATE SOCCER 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


HON. BART GORDON 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to honor the Siegel High 
School Lady Stars soccer team for winning the 
Class AAA state soccer championship. 

The victory marks the first time in school 
history that the Lady Stars won the state soc- 
cer championship. In each of the four previous 
years, they competed in the state champion- 
ship tournament, making it as far as the 
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semifinals twice. This year, The Tennessean 
picked Franklin High School as the favorite to 
win the tournament, which also included 
Brentwood High School and Collierville High 
School. 

However, in the end, the Siegel Lady Stars 
beat the Brentwood Lady Bruins 2-1. The 
2008-09 girls soccer team is the third Siegel 
High School sports team to win a state title, 
joining the 2006 boys tennis and 2007 girls 
tennis squads. 

| congratulate the Lady Stars and their sup- 
port staff, which includes Kerbi Towry, Sarah 
Jameson, Stephanie Surgener, Caroline 
Elbaum, McKensie Gibson, Mercedes Llanos, 
Savannah Hawkins, Maggie Trollinger, 
Tawanna Myers, Tori Hawkins, Julie Brackin, 
Samantha Pewitt, Lauren Bennett, Taylor 
Eaton, Katie Copeland, Brandi Phillips, Kayla 
Ernst, Stephanie Parra, Kelsey Naish, Alison 
Ristvedt, Hayley Sloan, Caroline Gerhart, 
Kristina Davis, Sydney Eakes, Morgan Thomp- 
son, Briesi Davis, Cassidy Jagger, Kim Con- 
rad, Araceli Vazques, Claire Stampley, Sydney 
Dewberry, Head Coach Eric Shelton, Assistant 
Clif Matlock, Assistant Adam Shelton, Athletic 
Director Alan Bush, and Principal Ken Nolan. 


DERE e 


INTRODUCTION OF THE ECONOMIC 
RECOVERY THROUGH RESPON- 
SIBLE HOMEOWNERSHIP ACT 


HON. DAVID DREIER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. DREIER. Madam Speaker, the current 
economic crisis that we are facing as a nation 
has spread throughout many sectors and 
many industries. The banking industry has 
been crippled, credit markets have frozen and 
manufacturing capacity is shrinking. The worst 
job loss numbers in 34 years were just re- 
leased last Friday, and the losses were wide- 
spread throughout every major industry. 

But this crisis began with the housing indus- 
try, and it will not be fixed without addressing 
the root problem of excess supply that drives 
down prices. The lack of home buyers has 
caused the supply of unsold homes to in- 
crease rapidly. This not only causes blight in 
neighborhoods across the United States, but 
also places severe downward pressure on 
home values. Falling home prices are particu- 
larly detrimental to working American families, 
many of whom rely on their home as a finan- 
cial investment to build long-term wealth. 

As home prices fall, homeowners are faced 
with the reality of declining equity in their 
homes and many are finding their mortgage 
debt to be greater than the value of their 
home. Declining values and increased fore- 
closures create a vicious cycle. As more 
homes enter foreclosure, home values con- 
tinue to decline, leading to yet more defaults 
and further declines in value. All of the ripple 
effects that we’ve seen throughout the econ- 
omy, in the credit markets and beyond, stem 
from this core problem. 

We also know that irresponsible actions on 
both Wall Street and Main Street contributed 
heavily to this current situation. We need a 
plan that addresses the core problems of the 
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housing industry, providing an immediate stim- 
ulus to the economy, while rewarding respon- 
sible, working middle-class families who live 
within their means and make prudent financial 
decisions. 

Today | am introducing a bill that will help 
to accomplish just that. This legislation offers 
a new tax credit for 2009 and 2010 for every 
home purchase made with a down payment of 
at least 10 percent. A home buyer making a 
down payment of 10 percent will receive a 
$5000 tax credit. A home buyer making a 
down payment of 15 percent will receive a 
$10,000 tax credit. 

By linking the tax credit to down payments, 
this bill will encourage only responsible home 
ownership. And by incentivizing home buying, 
it addresses the oversupply of homes that is 
creating such strain on the broader U.S. econ- 
omy. 

Unlike the credit enacted by Congress this 
summer, which was offered only to first-time 
homebuyers, this credit would be available to 
anyone who is able to meet the down pay- 
ment criteria set forth in the bill. This ensures 
that all working families, not just first-time buy- 
ers, are able to take advantage of the new 
credit. 

Furthermore, this bill requires a significant 
down payment. We all know that irresponsible 
participants in our housing markets—individ- 
uals, banks and government-sponsored enter- 
prises—took advantage of the system and 
helped to create our current crisis in the first 
place. That's why this bill encourages home 
buying that is based on sound financial plan- 
ning. 

| believe this plan will deliver quick relief by 
restoring our ailing housing industry. It enables 
responsible home buyers to jumpstart the in- 
dustry, stop home prices from continuing to 
plummet and restore the communities that 
have been plagued by foreclosures. And be- 
cause this new benefit will expire at the end 
of 2010, it will encourage quick action. Our 
challenges won't be solved overnight and 
there are no quick fixes. But we must take this 
expeditious and prudent step to put us back 
on the path to recovery. 


BELLE GROVE PLANTATION LAND 
FUND CELEBRATION 


HON. FRANK R. WOLF 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, it is my pleas- 
ure to recognize that on November 1, 2008, 
the Board of Directors of Belle Grove Planta- 
tion in Middletown, Virginia, celebrated the 
completion of a $1 million campaign to pur- 
chase 183 acres of adjacent land. | was 
pleased to join in the celebration of this mile- 
stone which is an important step toward pre- 
serving an essential part of this historic land- 
scape for future generations. The master of 
ceremonies was Belle Grove Board Member 
Ambassador James E. Nolan, Jr. During the 
program, held on the 1797 Manor House's 
front lawn, James R. Wilkins, Jr. presented the 
final $10,000 gift for the campaign to Belle 
Grove's executive director, Elizabeth McClung. 
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The gift was a grant from the James R. Wil- 
kins Foundation, which made the first major 
contribution to the campaign. The Wilkins fam- 
ily members are descendants of Jost Hite, the 
first recorded settler in the Shenandoah Val- 
ley. The land they helped preserve at Belle 
Grove was originally owned by Jost Hite in the 
18th century. Major Isaac Hite, Jost's grand- 
son, received this land in 1783 on his mar- 
riage to Nelly Madison, sister of President 
James Madison. Here they built their lime- 
stone Manor House in 1797, with design as- 
sistance from Thomas Jefferson. The planta- 
tion grew to 7,500 acres during Major Isaac 
Hite's lifetime. On October 19, 1864, Belle 
Grove was at the epicenter of the Civil War 
Battle of Belle Grove or Cedar Creek. 

The newly-purchased 183 acres reclaims a 
portion of the original plantation and Civil War 
battlefield, and nearly triples the size of the 
historic site which has been open to the public 
since 1967. Belle Grove Plantation is both a 
Virginia and National Historic Landmark, is 
owned by the National Trust for Historic Pres- 
ervation, and is the centerpiece of the Cedar 
Creek and Belle Grove National Historical 
Park. 

The following major donors who made the 
land purchase possible were honored at the 
event, and a commemorative preservation 
plaque was dedicated: James Н. Wilkins 
Foundation, Fred and Christine Andreae, Belle 
Grove, Inc., Byron and Kathleen Kanter Brill, 
County of Frederick, Virginia, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carl W. Thompson, The Beirne Carter Foun- 
dation, David and Barbara Came, Martha 
Cook, Nancy Larrick Crosby, Bob and Betty 
Edwards, Mary C. Ewing, National Trust for 
Historic Preservation, Mary P. Robinson, 
Lilburn and Nancy St. Clair Talley, Kathryn 
Perry Werner, William and Elaine Brandt, Mal- 
colm and Mildred Brumback, Mr. and Mrs. 
Harry F. Byrd, Ill, Chemstone Corporation, 
The Robert Claytor Family, William Н. and 
Jean G. Clement, Joy Holler Costello, Pat and 
Warren B. French, Jr., The Hite Family Asso- 
ciation, Suzanne W. McKown, Charles J. 
Reeder, Donald and Madeline Stewart, and 
William S. and Elizabeth W. Talley. 


— 


HONORING PHIL FULMER’S TEN- 
URE AS UNIVERSITY OF TEN- 
NESSEE’S FOOTBALL COACH 


HON. BART GORDON 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, today | rise to honor Phil Fulmer for 
his impressive record as University of Ten- 
nessee's football coach. Coach Fulmer fin- 
ished his career at UT with a record of 152- 
52, including two Southeastern Conference ti- 
tles, seven SEC Eastern Division titles and the 
1998 National Championship. 

A Winchester, Tennessee native, Phil grad- 
uated from Franklin County High School and 
went on to UT where he played offensive 
guard for the Volunteers' football team. Phil 
and his team completed the 1969—71 seasons 
with a combined record of 30-5, capturing the 
SEC Championship in 1969 and winning the 
1971 Liberty Bowl. 
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After graduating from UT in 1972, Phil 
began coaching as a graduate assistant in 
1972, serving as linebacker coach and defen- 
sive coordinator for UT's freshman team. From 
1974-78, he left UT to coach at Wichita State 
University and later Vanderbilt University. 

Phil returned to his alma mater in 1980 as 
an assistant coach and offensive coordinator. 
In 1992, he became the 20th head football 
coach of the Volunteers. During his tenure, 
Tennessee had 17 All-American selections, 
went to 14 bowl games and produced 16 First 
Round NFL draft picks. Phil was named 1998 
National Coach of the Year by Sporting News, 
the Football Writers Association of America, 
the American Football Coaches Association, 
and the Maxwell Football Club. In 1999, he 
won the State Farm Eddie Robinson National 
Coach of Distinction Award. Phil was inducted 
into the Tennessee Sports Hall of Fame in 
2001. Most recently, he was inducted into the 
Knoxville Sports Hall of Fame, in 2008. 

UT will always be a special place for Phil, 
having spent more than 34 years there as a 
coach, student-athlete and a father of four UT 
students—Phillip, Jr.; Courtney; Brittany; and 
Allison, who plays on the UT softball team. 
Phil will continue helping his alma mater as a 
special assistant to UT President John Peter- 
son. 

| wish Phil, his wife, Vicky, and their family 
the best in their future endeavors. 


ES 


RECOGNIZING HOSPITALMAN 
MARK A. JAMES, UNITED 
STATES NAVY SCOTTSDALE 
HEALTHCARE’S “SALUTE TO 
MILITARY" HONOREE 


HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in recognition of a member of the Armed 
Forces from my home state of Arizona. Every 
month Scottsdale Healthcare honors service 
members that perform diligent service to this 
country. For the month of November, they 
have recognized Mark A. James, Hospitalman 
3rd Class, United States Navy. 

| commend Scottsdale Healthcare for paying 
tribute to such an outstanding service member 
for his bravery and service to our country. 

Hospitalman 3rd Class James displayed an 
early interest in military service through his 
participation in the Junior ROTC program of- 
fered by his high school. After graduation in 
2005, Hospitalman James joined the U.S. 
Navy. He completed his boot camp training 
and hospital corpsman courses at Naval Sta- 
tion Great Lakes in Great Lakes, Illinois. After 
finishing initial training, Hospitalman James 
was stationed in Sasebo, Japan, and was also 
deployed for one tour in Kuwait. 

After completing his service in Japan, 
Hospitalman James is currently on his way to 
joining the crew of the USS Abraham Lincoln, 
which is an aircraft carrier based out of Ever- 
ett, Washington. Hospitalman James has re- 
ceived the Navy-Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal, the Expert Rifle Badge, and a Certifi- 
cate of Achievement, and is looking forward to 
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a career in naval medicine as a physician's 
assistant. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog- 
nizing the inspiring efforts of this brave citizen 
who is serving our country and protecting the 
lives of his fellow servicemen in combat. 


TRIBUTE TO MR. ALTON YATES 
HON. CORRINE BROWN 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to pay tribute to and 
honor the life achievements of Mr. Alton 
Yates, a man of many talents and passions 
who, by his own convictions and beliefs in the 
dignity of human kind, paved the way for so 
many to achieve their goals, and influence the 
course of history. 

Alton Yates was born of modest yet proud 
means, the second of seven children, raised in 
the powerful and nurturing shadow of his fa- 
ther, a man of principles, character and deter- 
mination. His father instilled in him the need to 
achieve beyond your born station in life, and 
by so doing help to sew in the fabric of hu- 
manity threads of decency, respect, and quest 
for the betterment of mankind. Alton Yates ac- 
complished his earlier goals, and those of his 
father by making sure all that was available to 
him through education and interaction, he 
would absorb and be nurtured by this new 
found knowledge. Here is a man of unparal- 
leled dedication and commitment. He is not 
only a pioneer in the early days of the space 
program and the civil rights movement, Alton 
Yates went on to a successful career in city 
government and business. He was a pioneer 
in the early days of the space program as a 
volunteer for a program that would test the ef- 
fects of space flight on the human body. This 
was America's first efforts to put a man in 
space and to ensure that man could survive in 
space. Likewise, as we celebrate the historic 
inauguration of President-Elect Barack Obama 
as the next President of the United States of 
America, this journey for him and all of us, in- 
cluding Alton Yates began before he was 
born. Alton Yates was there at the beginning. 
He sat down at lunch counters, time and time 
again, often suffering human indignity and 
physical abuse at the hands of those who 
would seek to deny him, and us, our piece of 
the American dream, simply, and only be- 
cause of the color of one’s skin. Alton Yates 
and others like him paved the way that has 
led to the election of an African-American 
President-Elect. Alton Yates never recoiled 
from the responsibility of family, community, 
and service to mankind. 

From the early days of segregation, to the 
chance to help establish this nation’s space 
program, as an African-American, to his ability 
to serve and protect the ideals of equality and 
personal responsibility, we are indebted to 
Alton Yates for his courage and his belief in 
the sanctity and strength of the human spirit. 

We acknowledge his wife of 48 years, 
former Jacksonville City Councilwoman, 
Gwendolyn Yates for her individual achieve- 
ments and the support she and family has 
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given to Alton that has allowed him to soar to 
great heights, as a man, a husband, a father, 
a pioneer, and a civil rights leader and gen- 
tleman. 


—— 


TRIBUTE TO MARTHA L. FRANCO 


HON. JOHN T. DOOLITTLE 


OF CALIFORNIA 


IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. DOOLITTLE. Madam Speaker, in my 
years of public service, | have benefitted from 
the efforts of many capable employees on my 
staff who have come and gone. Yet there has 
always remained one constant in my office, 
Martha Franco, and for that | am truly grateful. 


Martha was born in Guadalajara, Mexico. 
Her parents, Maria and Doroteo Franco and 
her siblings, Jeronimo, Humberto, Benilde, 
Bertha, Oscar, Abel, Hector, Dinora and Gloria 
all emigrated to the United States where they 
settled in the small town of Colusa, California. 
As a naturalized citizen, she is a model exam- 
ple of someone who made the efforts required 
to become a U.S. citizen and has gone on to 
contribute to our country through public serv- 
ice. She is also active in helping needy fami- 
lies in the Sacramento area and from the 
small village in Mexico where her family is 
from. Martha first came to work for me in 1984 
when | served in the California State Senate. 


When | was elected to Congress in 1990, 
Martha became my Executive Assistant and 
Office Manager. She has worked for me in 
Washington and in California, and this year 1 
named her as my Deputy Chief of Staff. Mar- 
tha's loyal presence has meant so much to my 
wife, Julie, to me, and to our entire organiza- 
tion. The people who call upon our office have 
appreciated seeing a familiar face through the 
years, and | have appreciated having some- 
one who knows the many people who have 
been important to us throughout my career. 
Martha's unsurpassed character and dedica- 
tion have allowed me to trust her with con- 
fidential and sensitive materials and to do so 
with great confidence. 


Martha's spirit is demonstrated by her com- 
mitment to family and heritage as well. She 
cares for her father at home and is a wonder- 
ful aunt to her many nieces and nephews, 
their beloved "Tia Mart". | know she is looking 
forward to spending even more time with her 
large family as she begins a new chapter in 
her life. 


While our work together will soon end, Mar- 
tha will always remain an important person in 
our lives. As she looks to new opportunities, | 
wish Martha all the best, and look forward to 
her continued friendship in the years to come. 
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RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT JUN- 
IOR GRADE DANIEL LEE MAR- 
TINEZ, JR. SCOTTSDALE 
HEALTHCARE’S “SALUTE TO 
MILITARY" HONOREE 


HON. HARRY E. MITCHELL 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. MITCHELL. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in recognition of a member of the Armed 
Forces from my home state of Arizona. Every 
month Scottsdale Healthcare honors service 
members that perform diligent service to this 
country. For the month of December, they 
have recognized Lieutenant Junior Grade 
Daniel Lee Martinez, Jr. 

| commend Scottsdale Healthcare for paying 
tribute to such outstanding service members 
for their bravery and service to our country. 

Lieutenant Junior Grade Martinez entered 
the Naval Academy in 2001 and majored in 
Quantitative Economics. After graduation, he 
earned his wings as a Naval Flight Officer 
from Naval Air Stations in Pensacola and 
Jacksonville, Florida. After being permanently 
stationed in Whidbey Island, Washington, 
Lieutenant Martinez was deployed to Iraq, 
where he served seven months. He then went 
on to serve three months in South America in 
support of counter narcotic operations. Cur- 
rently, he is expecting another deployment to 
Iraq in 2009. 

Throughout his brave military service, LTJG 
Martinez has received many awards, including 
a Battle "E" Ribbon, the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Global War on Terrorism 
Service Medal, the Sea Service Deployment 
Ribbon, Rifle Marksmanship (Expert), and Pis- 
tol Marksmanship (Expert). 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog- 
nizing the inspiring efforts of Lieutenant Junior 
Grade Daniel Lee Martinez, Jr. who is serving 
our country and protecting the lives of his fel- 
low servicemen in combat. 


Se 


HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF MR. ANTONIO RUGIERO, SR. 


HON. THADDEUS G. McCOTTER 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. MCCOTTER. Madam Speaker, today | 
rise to honor and acknowledge the remarkable 
life and legacy of Antonio Rugiero, Sr. upon 
his passing at the age of 70. 

Antonio was born in San Giovanni Fiore, 
Calabria, Italy on June 18, 1938. He attended 
the Peitra Fitta Monasteri in Cosenza, Italy 
and later completed his college business de- 
gree. In 1960, he arrived in America and two 
years later borrowed $2,000 to begin his pur- 
suit of the American dream. With his funds, a 
small pizzeria named Roman Village Res- 
taurant was born. With his incredible commit- 
ment to make his business a success, Papa 
Rugiero created a thriving business. His sons 
carried on Antonio’s tradition of excellent food 
and premier service by opening Antonio’s 
Cucina Italiana, named after their father. Four 
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restaurants later, it is clear that Antonio’s fam- 
ily has created a legacy. 

Antonio Rugiero, Sr. was a man deeply in- 
volved in the Detroit area community. He 
never hesitated to sponsor local events, such 
as kid’s hockey teams, baseball and football 
teams. Along with supporting his wonderful 
family, Antonio was a community leader in 
contributing to charitable causes including 
Dearborn Heights Spirit Fest, the Feast of 
Saint Antonio, Dine Out Detroit, Breast Cancer 
Awareness, Diabetes Foundation and numer- 
ous others. 

On October 19, 2008, Antonio passed away. 
A beloved husband, father, and grandfather, 
he is survived by his loving wife, Enrica, four 
sons Patrick Attilio, Mark Luigi, Robert Attilio, 
and Anthony Rugiero, Jr. and ten grand- 
children. 

Madam Speaker, Antonio Rugiero, Sr. was 
a man of great respect, a successful entre- 
preneur, and a loving husband and father. 
Today, as we bid him farewell, | ask my col- 
leagues to join me in mourning his passing 
and honoring his lifetime of contribution to our 
community. 


EE 


COMMENDING PENNY HOLMES 
ABRAHAM 


HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 


OF LOUISIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to commend Penny Holmes Abraham 
for her accomplishments and work benefitting 
Central Louisiana. 

For the past 11 years, Mrs. Abraham has 
been an excellent art teacher at Alexandria 
Country Day School and has established an 
art program recognized throughout the com- 
munity for its high standards and talented stu- 
dents. 

Mrs. Abraham’s efforts at Alexandria Coun- 
try Day School earned a $5,000 prize for the 
school in the educational competition as part 
of the “Heart of Spain” exhibit in Alexandria. 

Her students have won numerous awards, 
and their works have been highlighted on 
book covers, presented in art exhibits, as well 
as featured in fundraisers for St. Jude Chil- 
dren’s Research Hospital and the American 
Heart Association. Mrs. Abraham and her stu- 
dents have also been a fundamental part of 
the River Oaks Art Square Van Gogh Gala by 
contributing hundreds of pieces of art for the 
auction. 

Moreover, Mrs. Abraham has volunteered 
as the art instructor for children who are being 
served by the Rapides Children's Advocacy 
Center and has assisted them in producing art 
work for a CASA calendar. She created sev- 
eral pieces of art to be used in the show home 
tour for another CASA fundraiser. 

Mrs. Abraham's art work has been dis- 
played in numerous private homes and busi- 
nesses throughout the area, giving her a 
prominent role in the professional art commu- 
nity in Central Louisiana. 

For these endeavors, it was my honor to se- 
lect Mrs. Abraham to create the 2008 White 
House Christmas ornament for Louisiana’s 5th 
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Congressional District. Her work, truly illus- 
trative of the region, is displayed on this year's 
White House Christmas tree. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in commending Mrs. Abraham for her apti- 
tude and accomplishments benefitting Central 
Louisiana. 


EE н н——- 


TRIBUTE TO SPECIAL AGENT 
SCOTT E. JACOBS 


HON. JIM SAXTON 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SAXTON. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
in recognition of Special Agent Scott E. Ja- 
cobs, who will be retiring from the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service (NCIS) after 28 
years of dedicated service. 

Throughout his expansive career, Scott has 
been instrumental in the successful implemen- 
tation of many operations within NCIS. When 
he first began his career in 1981, Scott was 
assigned to the Naval Investigative Service, 
NIS, in Seattle, Washington. After his initial 
post, he took on an undercover bidding oper- 
ation in Yokosuka, Japan when he transferred 
to the NIS Resident Office. He then returned 
to the United States, where his keen oper- 
ational style garnered Scott positions within 
management ranks, such as staff assistant to 
the regional director, Far East region, 1997— 
1988; special agent in charge of the Regional 
Fraud Office in New Jersey, 1988-1992; and 
assistant special agent in charge of the Metro- 
politan Northeast Field Office in New Jersey, 
1992-1995. 

| came to know Scott during his time as a 
Department of the Navy legislative fellow. For 
2 years, he worked with my staff as a Navy 
fellow and helped to ensure the people of New 
Jersey's third district were well-represented. 
Following a stint as executive assistant to the 
deputy director and deputy assistant director 
for economic crimes, 1996—1997, he returned 
to Capitol Hill to work with the Joint Economic 
Committee. There, he focused his efforts on 
the Endangered Species Act. Scott then re- 
turned to NCIS headquarters and resumed his 
position as deputy assistant director for eco- 
nomic crimes. 

In 2001, Scott spent time in Seattle as a 
special agent-in-charge of the NCIS Northwest 
Field Office and spearheaded the NCIS Law 
Enforcement Information Exchange (LinX). 
This valuable data-sharing system has be- 
come one of the Nation's premier tools for law 
enforcement agencies. He later returned to 
our Nation's Capitol in 2005 upon his appoint- 
ment to the Senior Executive Service as the 
executive assistant director for combating ter- 
rorism. Scott was also tapped to serve as the 
acting director of the Department of Defense 
Counterintelligence Field Activity (CIFA), 
where he managed the CIFA’s transition to the 
Defense Intelligence Agency. 

Madam Speaker, Scott’s enthusiasm and 
abiding loyalty for the NCIS are only sur- 
passed by his genuine desire to embrace and 
enhance the world around him. As he cele- 
brates his retirement, | would like to extend 
my sincere gratitude for his leadership, com- 
mitment, and service to our Nation. 
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MISSED OPPORTUNITIES ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS 


HON. FRANK R. WOLF 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, despite the 
seemingly heartfelt personal convictions of 
President Bush, | believe that history will show 
a legacy of missed opportunities on human 
rights for this administration—failure to con- 
sistently apply their rhetoric; failure to be a 
tireless advocate for the voiceless. 

“From the day of our founding, we have 
proclaimed that every man and woman on 
Earth has rights, and dignity and matchless 
value because they bear the image of the 
maker of heaven and Earth.” 

These rousing words were spoken by Presi- 
dent Bush at his second inaugural address— 
a stirring articulation of what is at the core of 
this “shining city on a hill" and a reminder of 
the hope that is inspired by extending the 
promise of America’s founding to all the op- 
pressed of the world. But in order for our soar- 
ing words about freedom, liberty and democ- 
racy to ring true to the ears of countless dis- 
sidents languishing in prisons the world over, 
they cannot only be applied to pariah states 
like Burma and North Korea, but consistently 
in places like China, Egypt, Vietnam and 
Saudi Arabia where these virtues are daily 
under assault. 

While our national interests are complex 
and manifold, we can be assured that it al- 
ways befits a great nation to boldly stand with 
the forgotten, the oppressed, the silenced and 
the imprisoned. If not America, then who? 

And yet, with the State Department, bold- 
ness was rare, and in some cases altogether 
absent. For more than a year during President 
Bush’s second term the critical position of As- 
sistant Secretary for Democracy, Human 
Rights and Labor, the lead human rights posi- 
tion within the United States government, went 
unfilled. It bears considering what message 
this sent to dictators and tyrants the world 
over. 

Personnel aside, the administration’s policy 
in this area was unpredictable at best. | have 
binders of letters | sent over the last 8 years 
to a host of officials throughout the administra- 
tion, pleading for action on human rights 
issues and cases. Many went unanswered 
and those which did garner a reply were rarely 
satisfactory. 

In January 2001, after having returned from 
a trip to Central Africa which included Sudan, 
| wrote the administration urging the appoint- 
ment of a high-level, high-profile special envoy 
for Sudan, who would give the same type of 
attention to Sudan that Senator Mitchell gave 
to Northern Ireland. It was the first of many 
letters | would write with this request including 
an April 2001 letter in which | joined with a bi- 
partisan group of dozens of Congressional col- 
leagues in again urging the administration to 
appoint a high-caliber special envoy to ad- 
dress the deteriorating situation in Southern 
Sudan where over 2.2 million people had died 
over the previous decade because of the civil 
war. 

Eventually in September 2001, the Presi- 
dent appointed former Senator John Danforth 
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as special envoy and his leadership was in 
fact instrumental in securing the Comprehen- 
sive Peace Accord thereby bringing the 20— 
year civil war to end. | remain grateful for the 
Presidents leadership in helping to bring 
about an end to the bloodshed in this tortured 
country for at least a time. 

But the Khartoum regime was not finished 
with its atrocities—they were now pursuing а 
campaign of terror in Darfur. | wrote President 
Bush in June 2004 and again in November 
urging him to take every means necessary to 
press the United Nations to act quickly to save 
innocent lives in Darfur. Secretary of State 
Powell rightly spoke the truth, despite consid- 
erable indifference by members of the inter- 
national community, in calling evil by its name 
and declaring the atrocities in Sudan geno- 
cide. But there was little followthrough. 

In February of 2005 | again wrote the ad- 
ministration, this time Secretary Rice, urging 
appointment of a special envoy to focus on 
Darfur—hopeful that the model utilized in the 
South might bear similar fruit in Darfur. 

In April of that same year, against the back- 
drop of genocide, the CIA flew Sudanese intel- 
ligence chief Maj. General Saleh Gosh to 
Washington for "consultations on the war on 
terror." Gosh is well-known to be an architect 
of the genocide. | wrote the administration pro- 
testing the visit. While | understand that in the 
intelligence business it is sometimes unavoid- 
able to deal with unsavory figures, it is hard to 
conceive of what information he could have 
provided, here in our Nation's Capital, which 
could justify our government hosting such a 
person. 

Several months later, in October, | wrote 
Secretary Rice after learning that the govern- 
ment of Sudan had hired Mr. Robert Cabelly, 
managing director, C/R International, to lobby 
on its behalf. It was appalling that the State 
Department had granted the necessary waiver 
to permit a genocidal government to obtain 
representation. 

In July 2006 1 again wrote the administration 
reiterating my request for appointment of a 
special envoy for Sudan to work to ensure the 
successful implementation of the CPA and to 
bring а keen focus to the genocide in Darfur. 
Other Members of Congress had shown their 
support for a special envoy by appropriating 
$250,000 for this office in an Emergency Sup- 
plemental bill. With the funding available, and 
peace in the region hanging in the balance, | 
believed that a special envoy would send a 
clear message to Khartoum that the U.S. was 
committed to the success of the CPA. 

At long last, in Fall 2006, the President ap- 
pointed Andrew Natsios as special envoy. 

An August 2008 New Republic piece had 
this to say about Sudan: "No genocide has 
ever been so thoroughly documented while it 
was taking place . . . In the case of the geno- 
cide in Darfur, ignorance has never been pos- 
sible." In a heartbreaking account in the same 
piece, William Ezekiel, editor of the Khartoum 
Monitor, is quoted as having great hope in 
America's ability to rescue Sudan. In response 
to a question about the cause of this hope he 
says, "Americans? They are not angels. But 
they are keen enough to save the weak from 
the oppressors.” Sadly Mr. Ezekiel’s hope in 
this instance was misplaced. 

China repeatedly undercut the United States 
in the U.N. Security Council, and thwarted our 
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attempt to impose sanctions on the genocidal 
Sudanese government because of their own 
self-interest—namely energy resources. The 
China National Petroleum Corp, a state-held 
entity, has more than a 40 percent stake in 
Petrodar, a major Sudanese oil consortium. 
But China's offenses at home are even more 
staggering—imprisoned pastors, brutal crack- 
downs in Tibet, North Koreans refugees forc- 
ibly repatriated, reporters silenced—the list 
goes on and on. 

In 2006, the administration afforded Chinese 
President Hu Jintao full military honors at the 
White House. Hu Jintao first visited Wash- 
ington in May 2002 as vice president, and 
summarily refused to accept a letter from four 
members of Congress raising various human 
rights concerns and urging China to release 
political prisoners, including 25 Tibetans, who 
had been imprisoned during the vice presi- 
dent's tenure as party secretary in Tibet. 

| was deeply troubled when the so-called 
"Butchers of Beijing" were awarded the honor 
of hosting the 2008 Olympic Games. | urged 
the president not to attend the Games, fearing 
that it would communicate a tacit approval of 
the Chinese communist government, and 
would dishearten the countless political dis- 
sidents and people of faith who languish be- 
hind bars. 

Once it became clear that the president was 
set on attending the Games | maintained hope 
that he would mark his time in China with 
more than mere sporting events. He could 
have worshipped with the underground 
church. He could have given a major speech 
in China, like President Reagan did at the 
Danlov Monastery in Moscow during the 
height of the Cold War, publicly calling on the 
government to promote religious tolerance. He 
could have boldly laid a foundation in his 
words and actions, such that when the Olym- 
pic flame was extinguished in Beijing, and the 
eyes of the world looked elsewhere, the flick- 
ering flame of freedom would burn yet more 
brightly. 

In fact just weeks before the Games got 
under way Secretary Rice was in China on of- 
ficial business and failed to publicly even men- 
tion the fact that several notable Chinese pas- 
tors and activists were arrested during her 
visit. Instead she limited her public remarks to 
the topic of preferred Olympic sporting events. 

And now that the Games have ended, we 
see once again that China’s repression knows 
no bounds. Just this week, Christianity Today 
reported that “Amid post-Olympic shifts in Chi- 
na’s attitude toward the West, the government 
decided that sacred music should disappear” 
including the seasonal masterpiece Handel’s 
Messiah. 

In short, the State Department's relationship 
with the Chinese government did not help. 

| shudder to think what the dissident, rotting 
in prison for 19 years now, for the "crime" of 
marching through Tiananmen Square with a 
paper maché statue of lady liberty, thought 
when much of the world, including the United 
States, spoke glowingly during the Summer 
Games of how far China had come? What 
about the peace-loving Buddhist monk who, 
because he expressed loyalty to the Dalai 
Lama, is living under house-arrest? Or the 
Uyghur Muslim mother who had her second 
child forcibly aborted? What of the Protestant 
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house church leader who lives in fear every 
time he gathers his flock to disciple them or 
the Catholic bishop who administers holy com- 
munion under government surveillance? What 
message was communicated to the Falun 
Gong practitioner in a reeducation camp or the 
labor activist toiling in the logai who hears that 
leaders of the free world came to his country 
for the Olympic Games and failed to raise 
their plight with the man to whom their captors 
answer? 

| have repeatedly been assured that high- 
ranking U.S. government officials are raising 
these "sensitive" matters privately when they 
meet with their foreign counterparts. But whis- 
pered pleas are not the same as public procla- 
mations. Countless dissidents from Sharansky 
to Solzhenitsyn can attest to this truth. Their 
lives in captivity did not improve because 
President Reagan quietly urged Gorbachev to 
set them free, but because he publicly 
shamed them. 

їп Egypt opposition leader Ayman Nour, 
who was himself inspired by President Bush's 
call for democracy in Egypt, challenged Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak in the 2005 
elections and was jailed prior to the election. 
His wife has tirelessly advocated for his re- 
lease with inconsistent help from the U.S. 

Nour's plight is indicative of a confused pol- 
icy in Egypt and throughout the Middle East 
which gave occasional lip-service to human 
rights and freedom and then rarely stood with 
reformers who dared to answer the call. 

In 2002, the administration boldly threatened 
to withhold additional foreign assistance to 
Egypt, the second largest recipient of U.S. aid 
since 1979, largely because of their imprison- 
ment of pro-democracy activist Saad Ibrahim. 
This was the first time that any administration 
linked the human rights of a Middle Eastern 
country to its eligibility to receive foreign as- 
sistance. The efficacy of this approach was 
apparent when Ibrahim was eventually re- 
leased. 

The amount of aid we give Egypt is a pow- 
erful means of prompting political reform and 
protection of vulnerable minorities, like the 9 
million Coptic Christians—an ancient commu- 
nity withering under tremendous pressure. But 
the visionary approach of the early days of the 
administration quickly faded to business as 
usual with the U.S. expressing only mild dis- 
approval over Mubarak's February 2006 an- 
nouncement of the delay of municipal elec- 
tions and aid continuing unabated. 

Vietnam is another example, like China, 
where trade has trumped human rights for the 
last 8 years. Just this summer, Vietnamese 
Prime Minister Nguyen Tan Dung visited the 
U.S. but the focus of talks with the President 
was almost solely on economic cooperation 
with little to no mention of human rights 
abuses particularly of political dissidents and 
the Christian minority. 

Since 2004 Vietnam had been on the Coun- 
tries of Particular Concern list annually put out 
by the State Department which names the 
worst violators of religious freedom. But in 
2006, on the eve of the President's visit to 
Hanoi, Vietnam was removed despite per- 
Sistent abuse, harassment and detention for 
those seeking to practice their faith outside of 
government approved religious organizations. 
Shortly after the removal the government 


December 10, 2008 


launched a crackdown. Sadly we had relin- 
quished a major diplomatic tool for bringing 
about reform. 

If China is any indication of the future, we 
would be naive to assume that more trade be- 
tween our two countries will bring about polit- 
ical reform. 

The list of missed opportunities goes on and 
on. The ancient community of Iraqi Christians 
is on the verge of extinction, Egypt's Bahais 
continue to be denied basic rights, the people 
of Tibet are helpless to do anything as their 
homeland is plundered, a sobering assess- 
ment on this International Human Rights Day 
which marks the 60th anniversary of the U.N. 
adoption of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. 

President Reagan once said, "To prisoners 
of conscience throughout the world, take 
heart; you have not been forgotten. We, your 
brothers and sisters in God, have made your 
cause our cause, and we vow never to relent 
until you have regained the freedom that is 
your birthright as a child of God." 

A word to my Republican colleagues as our 
party seeks to once again find its voice in the 
aftermath of a difficult election year: we must 
return to the principles at the heart of the Re- 
publican Party—the party of Lincoln and 
Reagan. We must affirm that we stand for the 
defenseless, champion liberty, confront injus- 
tice. In the words of our own party platform let 
us not forget that, "the international promotion 
of human rights reflects our heritage, our val- 
ues and our national interest." 

And to my Democratic colleagues, specifi- 
cally President-elect Obama, | pray that the 
words which rang out on the night of his his- 
toric victory will in fact be realized during his 
administration. He rightly spoke directly to 
those “huddled around radios in the forgotten 
corners of the globe," and told them that the 
"true strength of our nation comes not from 
the might of our arms or the scale of our 
wealth, but from the enduring power of our 
ideals: democracy, liberty, opportunity and 
unyielding hope." | would go a step further. 
America is never more strong, never more 
fully America, than when we are seeking to 
secure these ideals the world over: for the 
Egyptian opposition leader, the Chinese house 
church pastor, the Vietnamese reporter, the 
Darfurian refugee. 


HR 


COMMENDING THE CENTENNIAL 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE VILLAGE 
OF MORGANZA 


HON. RODNEY ALEXANDER 


OF LOUISIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam Speaker, 1 rise 
today to commemorate the Centennial Anni- 
versary of the Village of Morganza. 

Named after the first American sheriff of 
Pointe Coupee Parish, Colonel Charles Mor- 
gan, the Village of Morganza was incorporated 
in 1908. 

Originally from Pennsylvania, Morgan came 
to Pointe Coupee Parish in 1830. He was a 
prominent land-owner in the parish, and 
served in the Louisiana Legislature and rep- 
resented the Mississippi River Authority. 


December 10, 2008 


During the Civil War, the Village of 
Morganza was the site of a Union Army en- 
campment. Several battles were fought in this 
area throughout the war. The largest conflict in 
Pointe Coupee Parish occurred at nearby Stir- 
ling Plantation, on September 29, 1863. 

Just before the turn of the Twentieth Cen- 
tury, the Morganza Post Office was organized, 
and the Town Hall was built in 1968. 

St. Ann's Catholic Church was founded in 
1916, but was so severely damaged by storms 
in 1934 and 1935, the structure was later de- 
stroyed. The present church building was 
dedicated in October 1935. 

The Village of Morganza is perhaps best 
known for the Morganza Spillway which helps 
control flooding on the lower Mississippi River. 
It is also commonly known for featured scenes 
in the movie "Easy Rider" in 1968. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring the Centennial Anniversary of 
the Village of Morganza. | am proud of the 
residents of this historical community for en- 
suring its charm and spirit is as strong today 
as it was 100 years prior. 


—— € À 


HONORING JIM WITT, CITY 
MANAGER OF COPPELL 


HON. KENNY MARCHANT 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. MARCHANT. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
recognize Jim Witt, who is retiring after fifteen 
years of service as City Manager of Coppell, 
Texas. His dedication to the community 
proves that citizens can truly make a dif- 
ference in the lives of others, and | am proud 
to honor such a distinguished leader. 

Mr. Witt has played an indispensable role in 
the development of Coppell during his tenure. 
In his fifteen years of service, Coppell has in- 
creased its size by 19,000 residents, the City 
staff increased from 178 to 365, and the City 
budget grew from roughly $15 million to ap- 
proximately $81 million. 

Mr. Witt oversaw tremendous economic 
growth in Coppell. Many of the buildings in 
Coppell that stand as cornerstones of the 
community were only possible through the ef- 
forts of Mr. Witt. To name just a few of the 
buildings he has played an instrumental role 
with: the Justice Center, three Fire Stations, a 
Fire Administration building, a Service Center, 
the William Т. Cozby Public Library, an 
Aquatics and Recreation Center, a Municipal 
Cemetery, Wagon Wheel Park, Andy Brown 
East and Central, MacArthur Park, over six 
miles of trails, Town Center Plaza, and the 
Community/Senior Center. 

With Mr. Witt's leadership, he helped create 
several community-based initiatives such as 
Farmers Market, community gardens and the 
half-cent sales tax for schools. 

On behalf of the 24th District of Texas, | 
would like to thank Mr. Witt for his tireless 
service to Coppell. Mr. Witt’s successes have 
been many, and it is an honor for me to rec- 
ognize him for his nearly two decades of con- 
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tributions to the people of Coppell. | ask all my 
colleagues to join me in wishing Jim Witt con- 
tinued success in his future. 


ES 


IN HONOR OF DR. CORNELIA N. 
WINNER 


HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE 


OF DELAWARE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that | rise today to recognize 
Dr. Cornelia N. "Connie" Winner. In December 
2008, Dr. Winner will retire after thirty-six 
years of service to Delaware Technical & 
Community College. 

Dr. Winner's involvement with the college 
began in 1972, when she took a position at 
the Wilmington Campus as an instructor in the 
Secretarial Technology Department. Just eight 
years later, Dr. Winner became Chairperson of 
the campus Technology Department. In 1985, 
she was made Assistant Dean of Instruction of 
the Stanton/Wilmington Campus. During the 
remainder of her time at Delaware Tech, Dr. 
Winner served as Dean of Instruction, Acting 
Assistant Campus Director, and now as Acting 
Vice President of Academic Affairs at the 
Terry Campus in Dover and Assistant Campus 
Director at Wilmington/Stanton. 

In all of these roles, from faculty member to 
administrative leader, Dr. Winner has proved 
an invaluable member of the Delaware Tech 
family. She played an instrumental role in es- 
tablishing and promoting that mindset for 
which Delaware Tech has become known and 
that has helped the organization thrive into the 
statewide institution that it is today: "focused 
on excellence, but never ignoring the indi- 
vidual". Dr. Winner never lost sight of the edu- 
cators' primary mission to serve and mentor 
students in order that they may become suc- 
cessful individuals. It is this selfless dedication 
that has come to define the character of Dr. 
Connie Winner in the minds of her colleagues 
and students at Delaware Tech. 

Once again, | commend Dr. Connie Winner 
on nearly four decades of exemplary service 
to Delaware Technical & Community College. 
While | am sure that her caring spirit will be 
missed in the halls of the campuses, | am 
confident that she will remain an active and in- 
fluential member of the Delaware community. 


— ME 


A TRIBUTE TO ISRAEL 
VELAZQUEZ 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Mr. Israel 
Velázquez. Mr. Velázquez is the founder and 
President of Velázquez Associates, Inc., and 
its subsidiary Velázquez Accounting Services 
(D/B/A/, a New York-based Accounting and 
Non Profit Development Consulting firm. 


24689 


Mr. Velázquez, for the past 30 years, has 
consistently assembled public and private 
partnerships on affordable housing and eco- 
nomic development projects in urban cities 
throughout the United States and in several 
Caribbean islands. Mr. Velázquez has suc- 
cessfuly managed to have a major input in 
various national, statewide and citywide revi- 
talization programs benefiting various dis- 
advantaged communities. His tireless efforts 
have borne fruit, as evidenced by new ven- 
tures in affordable housing, senior citizen 
housing complexes, community-owned shop- 
ping centers and well-recognized youth pro- 
grams in these communities. 

Mr. Velázquez has held several executive 
positions as the first Comptroller for organiza- 
tions such as the West Harlem Community Or- 
ganization, Inc., the National Black United 
Fund, and the Black United Fund of New 
York, Inc. 

Currently, Mr. Israel Velázquez serves as 
Special Project Director for the East New York 
Development Corporation formulating public 
and private partnerships in ascertaining cor- 
porate giving, public grants, and funding spe- 
cialized academic and recreation programs/ac- 
tivities for the youth in the East New York 
community. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Mr. Israel Velázquez for his extraordinary ac- 
complishments on behalf of East New York 
and elsewhere. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 


join me in paying tribute to Mr. Israel 
Velázquez. 
a E -—— 
HONORING THE LEWIS AND CLARK 
TRAILBLAZERS 


HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, today | rise 
to pay tribute to an outstanding group of 
women from Lewis and Clark Community Col- 
lege who last week completed an amazing 
Soccer season by winning the National Junior 
College Athletic Association Division 1 Na- 
tional Championship. 

The Lewis and Clark Trailblazers defeated 
previously unbeaten Darton College by a 
score of 3-2 on November 3, 2008 to cap off 
a 27-1 season, thereby setting ап NJCAA 
record for most wins in a single season. 

My congratulations go to head coach Tim 
Rooney, assistant coaches Ryan Hodge and 
Meghan Rooney, and the members of the 
2008 National Champion Trailblazers: Taylor 
Bivens, Nicole Yaun, Brittany St. John, Liz 
Pivin, Molly Kellett, Meredith Morkel, Sarah 
Schultenhenrich, Kim Kahre, Bridget Belli, 
Kaylee Neutzling, Jennifer Vandever, Mallory 
Morkel, Kelly Musenfechter, Bianca Busch, 
Jessica Randazzo, Emily Winschel, Jamie 
Beuhrle, Kristin Pelley, Emily Silorski, and 
Danielle Lucks. 

These women represented themselves, their 
families and their community in a first-class 
fashion, and | wish them all the best in their 
future endeavors, both on and off the field. 
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TRIBUTE TO ARMY CPT ROB 
YLLESCAS 


HON. ADRIAN SMITH 


OF NEBRASKA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SMITH of Nebraska. Madam Speaker, 
today | rise to honor a brave young man who 
called Nebraska's Third District home, Army 
CPT Rob Yllescas, who was laid to rest this 
week after succumbing to injuries received in 
Afghanistan on October 28. He commanded 
B-Troop, 6—4 Cavalry of the 3rd Brigade, 1st 
Infantry Division. 

Rob has been described as a hero both on 
and off the battlefield. | was honored to speak 
with his family a few weeks ago, and | was 
touched by their hope, resolve, and spirit even 
as Rob struggled against his injuries. Nebras- 
kans throughout our State are sending our 
thoughts and prayers to his wife, Dena, and 
his two daughters, Julia and Eva. | know 
Rob's strength is with them. 

Words cannot express our gratitude for 
Rob's service to our country, or the loss of 
such a brave friend and father. We can do no 
less than live up to his ideals. 


A TRIBUTE TO MARSHAN MASON 
GAINER 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Marshan Mason 
Gainer. Ms. Gainer began her career as a 
public high school teacher in Washington, 
D.C. after receiving her BA degree in English 
and Secondary Education from the State Uni- 
versity of New York at Fredonia and an MA 
from the Catholic University of America in 
Washington, DC. 

Ms. Gainer, in her 30-year career, has been 
responsible for the development and imple- 
mentation of sales and management training 
and the design of multi-media and computer- 
based training programs. She has adminis- 
tered assessment centers and conducted 
training programs throughout the United 
States and abroad. Her areas of responsibility 
also cover all phases of human resource man- 
agement for staff located worldwide. 

Before retiring from her position as Vice 
President of management services for Save 
the Children (a relief and development organi- 
zation operating in 40 countries), Ms. Gainer 
was responsible for developing and imple- 
menting human resource policies and pro- 
grams for the more than 2,500 staff members 
in the headquarters, field and overseas of- 
fices. A worldwide traveler, Ms. Gainer has 
visited countries on five continents. Her ad- 
ventures also included stops in almost every 
state in America. 

Ms. Gainer is an active member of the 
Prince Hall Order Eastern Star and its affiliate 
groups. She has held several offices, chaired 
many committees, and was most recently the 
Grand Worthy Matron of Eureka Grand Chap- 
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ter, Prince Hall Order Eastern Star Inc., State 
of New York. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Marshan Mason Gainer for her extraordinary 
accomplishments on behalf of children across 
the world. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Marshan Mason 
Gainer. 


Se 


TRIBUTE TO MR. JAMES 
BABATUNDE ADEGBOYE 


HON. CORRINE BROWN 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to recognize a man who 
stood in the forefront of helping to propel his 
countrymen to a sense of moral and ethical 
courage through the giving and sharing of 
one’s talents for the good of the society in 
which he lived On behalf of the people of the 
great State of Florida, | stand today to recog- 
nize the personal and professional accom- 
plishments of a man who loved his country 
and his family, and gave unselfishly of his time 
and talents to make a better place for all. 

Mr. James Babatunde Adegboye, a great 
family man and a financial expert passed on 
November 26, 2008, at the University of Flor- 
ida & Shands Hospital in Jacksonville, Florida. 
Mr. Adegboye studied accountancy in England 
in 1979, and qualified as a chartered account- 
ant in 1981. For the love of his native land he 
turned down offers to work in England and 
went back to his native Nigeria to contribute to 
the development of the accounting profession 
in his country, at a time when the Government 
of Nigeria was clamoring for indigenous par- 
ticipation in the Nigerian economy. He worked 
in various firms to include Colgate Palmolive, 
Smurfit Cases, Associated Breweries, and 
West African Breweries as accountant and 
later as financial controller. These are compa- 
nies that are either American firms or are affili- 
ated with American firms. In 1988 he joined 
Hull Blyth Nigerian Limited, the parent com- 
pany for Elder Dempster Shipping Agencies, 
African Steamship Company, and Blue Funnel 
Nigerian Limited. During his sojourn at the 
company, he developed the company’s IT ca- 
pabilities and facilities through the comput- 
erization of the invoicing processes, introduc- 
tion of secured and efficient e-mail and con- 
tainer tracking applications. He also raised the 
company's staff pension funds. James 
Adegboye also served on the boards of var- 
ious philanthropic organizations, and he pro- 
vided scholarships for children of poor fami- 
lies. 

Mr. Adegboye was an extremely successful 
businessman and with his family, operated a 
family business named Jimland Investments 
Limited, with corporate headquarters in Lagos, 
Nigeria. Jimland Investments is a general trad- 
ing company and business house offering sub- 
stantial trading opportunities to local, regional, 
national, and international organizations on 
partnerships, consultancy, and joint ventures. 

James Adegboye will be missed not only by 
members of his family, but by many in the Ni- 
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gerian community. He was a great humani- 
tarian, and a role model for business and polit- 
ical leaders throughout the African continent. 
Mr. Adegboye is survived by his brother in the 
United States, Adekunle Sogbesan; two wives, 
Simisola Adegboye and Oluwatoyin Adegboye, 
as well as six children; Olajide, Mayaowa, 


Adekunle, Olawole, Yetunde, and Enitan 
Adegboye. 
Re 
A TRIBUTE TO COMMANDER CHRIS 
MAY 


HON. MIKE McINTYRE 


OF NORTH CAROLINA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. McINTYRE. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to pay tribute to Commander Chris May 
of the United States Coast Guard. As Com- 
mander May prepares to retire from the United 
States Coast Guard Reserve after 36 years of 
service, | ask that you join me in recognizing 
his long and honorable career. 

Commander May’s service to our Nation 
has been extensive. He entered the USCGR 
as a Seaman Recruit in 1972. Since then, he 
has served in many capacities: he has been a 
crewman on Search and Rescue boats at 
small boat stations from the Outerbanks of 
North Carolina to the Plumb Island CG Station 
in Lake Michigan, led a Boating Safety Team 
on inland lakes and rivers in North Carolina, 
performed Port State Control Boardings, con- 
ducted harbor patrols and facility inspections, 
supervised explosive loading operations, in- 
vestigated oil spills, participated in 12 major 
MOBEXSs, and been recalled for extended duty 
for both the Gulf War 1990 and OIF in 2003. 
In 1991, Commander May was honored to re- 
ceive the USCGR Junior Officer of the Year 
Award for North Carolina. 

Additionally, he has served as a Training, 
Planning, Medical, and Administrative Officer, 
been an Executive Officer of RU Oak Island, 
RU Greensboro, and Commanding Officer re- 
serve unit Greensboro, and has served as a 
Senior Reserve Officer for Marine Safety Of- 
fice Wilmington and Sector North Carolina. He 
is a graduate of the USCG Port Security A 
School, CG Small Boat Operations School, 
CG Explosive Loading Supervisor School, CG 
Senior Contingency Planning, and holds Na- 
tional Incident Management certification in ICS 
100, 200, 300, 700, and 800. 

For the last 36 years, Commander May has 
honorably dedicated himself to our Nation 
through his commitment to the United States 
Coast Guard Reserve. And even beyond re- 
tirement, Commander May will continue to 
serve his community in his role as Executive 
Director of the Cape Fear Council of Govern- 
ments in Wilmington, NC. 

| have personally witnessed his superior 
leadership and extraordinary public relations 
skills in seminars, meetings and special occa- 
sions that he has moderated in the commu- 
nity, and he has always conducted himself in 
a praiseworthy, professional manner with a 
positive, personal touch. His Christian char- 
acter and humble demeanor speaks volumes 
about his ethics and moral values. 

Madam Speaker, Commander Chris May 
has served our country with distinction. | wish 
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Commander May and his family God's richest 
blessings as his time in the United States 
Coast Guard Reserve comes to a close. | ask 
that you join me today in recognition of his im- 
pressive career of unwavering duty and endur- 
ing public service. 


— c Ó— 


A TRIBUTE TO DR. GREGORY 
PAGE 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Dr. Gregory Page. 
A native of Philadelphia, Dr. Page earned his 
undergraduate degree in zoology at Howard 
University and received his doctorate degree 
in dentistry from the University of Pennsyl- 
vania. Foregoing a lucrative career in Philadel- 
phia’s high class dentistry circles, Dr. Page 
packed his bags and began his professional 
career in Harlem, NY. 

Dr. Page, after 31 years, has achieved ex- 
traordinary accomplishments in improving den- 
tal hygiene in New York and abroad. He 
served as the director of dental services for an 
Aid to Dependent Children’s (ADC) program in 
the South Bronx administered through the 
Health Insurance Plan of New York. He also 
has volunteered as a dental missionary in an 
underserved region of Saint Lucia, in the Car- 
ibbean. Additionally, he is also a past presi- 
dent of the Harlem Unit of the American Can- 
cer Society. 

Dr. Page, as an adjunct associate professor 
in the Dental Hygiene Unit at Hostos Commu- 
nity College, has been directly or indirectly in- 
volved in the training of over six hundred den- 
tal hygienists, many of whom provide direct 
care to inner city communities like Harlem and 
the South Bronx. The program has consist- 
ently boasted a better than 90 percent passing 
rate on all national, regional and State board 
examinations. 

Dr. Page also serves as a police surgeon 
with the New York State Police Investigators 
Association, as a charter member of the Hon- 
orary Deputy/Police Commissioners Founda- 
tion of New York City, and has been inducted 
as an honorary member of the Honor Legion 
of the New York City Police Department. He 
also maintained a full time dental practice in 
Harlem for over twenty-five years. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Dr. Gregory Page for his extraordinary accom- 
plishments in elevating the level of quality 
dental care in Harlem and the South Bronx. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Dr. Gregory Page. 


EEE 
HONORING THE LIFE OF  LEG- 
ENDARY RESTAURANTEUR 


JAMES PASCHAL 
HON. JOHN LEWIS 


OF GEORGIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. LEWIS of Georgia. Madam Speaker, | 
rise today to honor my friend James Paschal, 
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one of the founders of Paschal’s Restaurant. 
James Paschal was an extraordinary man. He 
was more than a business leader, more than 
an involved citizen: he was a gifted American 
who gave so much to Atlanta and the Nation. 
Paschal’s Restaurant was an unofficial head- 
quarters for the Civil Rights Movement in At- 
lanta. Many of the organizing meetings to plan 
how historic civil rights actions, like the March 
on Washington, were held at Paschal’s. At a 
time when public accommodations were ra- 
cially segregated by law throughout the South, 
Paschal’s was considered an oasis where civil 
rights activists could congregate, relax, nour- 
ish themselves, and in the comfort of that en- 
vironment fuel their minds to plan major move- 
ment actions. 

The first meal | had in Atlanta, when | 
moved to the city in June of 1963, was at 
Paschal’s Restaurant. Then it was located on 
old West Hunter Street, now Martin Luther 
King Jr. Avenue. At one time the headquarters 
of SNCC was right across the street from 
Paschal’s. We used to refer to the restaurant 
as Paschal’s Precinct. If you wanted to get a 
reading on what was happening in the com- 
munity, you had to check in at Paschal's to 
get the pulse of Atlanta and a line on what 
was happening throughout the South. 

During the Civil Rights Movement, every- 
one—Hosea Williams, Martin Luther King Jr., 
Ralph Abernathy, A. Phillip Randolph, and 
many of the famous black entertainers—ate 
and visited at Paschal’s. At one time you 
could buy two pieces of chicken, potato salad, 
"early peas," as we called them, two rolls and 
some peach cobbler for 99 cents plus tax at 
Paschals. The food, the comfortable sur- 
roundings, and the welcoming environment 
helped to fortify us to go out and do battle. 
The last time | saw Martin Luther King Jr. 
alive, | was in Paschal’s Restaurant. He had 
called a coalition of activists together to plan 
the Poor People's campaign, and he held that 
meeting at Paschal's. The restaurant James 
and his brother founded played a major role in 
the Civil Rights Movement. 

James Paschal was a wonderful man, a 
very quiet man. He was very businesslike. He 
was always concerned that we were com- 
fortable and checked often to make sure the 
food and service were to our liking. He would 
ask, "Is everything all right, sir? How are you 
doing, sir?” He was very polite and spoke to 
us with dignity and respect. He was a true 
gentleman. 

There was something so stable, so depend- 
able, so real about James Paschal. His very 
personality, his very being was as solid as a 
rock. He was very supportive of the Movement 
in his own quiet, deliberate way. Sometimes, 
when we were having a major crisis, James 
Paschal might decide to host the meeting— 
give us our meals on the house—to help facili- 
tate our planning and action. After Martin Lu- 
ther King Jr.'s funeral, many of us went to eat 
at Paschal's. It was like a home away from 
home. 

We were more than lucky and very blessed 
that a man named James Paschal came our 
way. He made a lasting contribution to the 
free exercise of civil rights in America, not just 
for African Americans, but all Americans. He 
will be deeply missed. 
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TRIBUTE TO GOV. LAWTON MAINO 
CHILES, JR. 


HON. KENDRICK B. MEEK 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. MEEK of Florida. Madam Speaker, | rise 
to pay tribute and honor the life and legacy of 
Governor Lawton Mainor Chiles, Jr., on the 
10th anniversary of his death. Throughout his 
40 years of public service, Governor Chiles 
was committed to the betterment of Florida’s 
children and families, as well as healthcare for 
all. As he stated in his 1997 State of the State 
Address, “To be a successful State, we must 
nurture successful children.” 


Governor Chiles’ political career, which 
began in 1958 with his election to the Florida 
House of Representatives, was proven to be 
successful when he would continue to have 
the distinction of never losing an election. 
Governor Chiles was elected to the United 
States Senate in 1970 for the term com- 
mencing January 3, 1971, and was reelected 
in 1976 and again in 1982. He served as 
chairman of the Senate Budget Committee 
during the Reagan years, as well as chairman 
of the Special Committee on Aging and the 
Committee on the Budget. During his 1970 
U.S. Senate campaign, Chiles became known 
as “Walkin? Lawton" after a 91-day walk 
across Florida from Pensacola to Key West. 


His 1,003 mile walk across Florida not only 
displayed his utmost devotion to his home 
State, but his dedication to Medicaid reform 
initiatives such as the Women, Infants and 
Children, WIC, food program and increased 
funding for prenatal care and childhood immu- 
nizations while serving his three terms in the 
U.S. Senate proved that he was truly a man 
of the people. 


In 1990, Governor Chiles was elected the 
41st Governor of Florida. He was the first 
Democratic governor in State history to have 
a Republican-controlled legislature. A fourth 
generation Floridian, Chiles continued to advo- 
cate health coverage for the uninsured in Flor- 
ida, the promotion of adoption, raising stand- 
ards for education, and fighting back against 
big tobacco. Additionally, he fought for the cre- 
ation of regional healthcare alliances through- 
out the State. The alliances allowed small 
businesses to pool their healthcare dollars and 
broaden coverage while saving money. He 
also created the Florida Department of Elder 
Affairs and the Florida Healthy Start program. 


The Governor and First Lady Rhea Chiles 
have four children: Tandy Chiles Barrett, 
Lawton (Bud) Chiles Ill, Ed Chiles and Rhea 
Chiles. 


On this 10th anniversary of Governor Chiles' 
passing, let us remember him for his out- 
standing public service, his commitment to 
children and families, his dedication to his 
State and country, and his contributions to our 
Nation's history. Governor Chiles once said, “1 
didn't come to stay. | came to make a dif- 
ference." He truly made a difference, and this 
proves to be remarkably consistent and in 
tune with his original vision. 
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A TRIBUTE TO MAURICE WRIGHT, 
M.D. 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Dr. Maurice Wright. 
Dr. Wright is the chief of the Emergency De- 
partment and president of the Medical Board 
at the Woodhull Medical and Mental Health 
Center. A graduate of Fordham University and 
the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, he did 
his medical training at St. Luke's-Roosevelt 
Hospital from 1987 to 1990, after which he 
continued to work in the Emergency Depart- 
ment as an attending and later as the assist- 
ant director until 1997. 

Dr. Wright joined the Woodhull Staff on April 
1997 as the associate director of the Emer- 
gency Department and was promoted to chief 
of the Emergency Department in 1998. In ad- 
dition, he has held several academic appoint- 
ments, including assistant clinical professor of 
medicine at Columbia University and Medical 
Director of the Harlem CUNY Physician As- 
sistant Program at the Sophie Davis School of 
Biomedical Sciences. He is also a member of 
several professional organizations, including 
the American College of Emergency Physi- 
cians (ACEP), The American College of Physi- 
cians (ACP), the National Association of Pub- 
lic Hospitals Health System (NAPHHS), and is 
also a graduate of the Physician Leadership 
Institute of the NAPHHS ’03. 

As a visionary leader, he strives to foster 
teamwork and inspire excellence. While man- 
aging a high volume emergency department, 
he has achieved a high standard of care that 
is responsive to community needs and con- 
cerns. Among his accomplishments at 
Woodhull, Dr. Wright embarked on a contin- 
uous clinical performance improvement pro- 
gram with outstanding results in cardiac, asth- 
ma and abdominal pain care among others. 
This vigorous program is supported by evi- 
dence-based practice guidelines and frequent 
emergency medicine conferences. He was re- 
cently honored by the New York State Physi- 
cian Assistant Society as its Physician of the 
Year for his clinical teaching and leadership. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Dr. Maurice Wright for his extraordinary ac- 
complishments at the Woodhull Medical and 
Mental Health Center. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Dr. Maurice Wright. 


1 
60TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNI- 
VERSAL DECLARATION OF 


HUMAN RIGHTS 


HON. LORETTA SANCHEZ 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of California. 
Madam Speaker, | rise today to commemorate 
the 60th Anniversary of the signing of the Uni- 
versal Declaration of Human Rights and to 
urge all governments to uphold the principles 
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established in the declaration. Although 48 
countries committed to promoting and pro- 
tecting the rights of all human beings, human 
rights violations continue to occur around the 
world, especially in Vietnam. 

As a co-chair of the Congressional Caucus 
on Vietnam, | am extremely concerned that 
despite Vietnam's many pledges to respect 
international norms, the Government of Viet- 
nam continues to arrest and imprison individ- 
uals for peacefully exercising their freedom of 
speech and the right to assemble. 

Today, | and several colleagues sent a letter 
to the Prime Minister of Vietnam advocating 
for the release of Pham Thanh Ngien and 
Nguyen Hoang Hai, two Vietnamese democ- 
racy activists who are currently being detained 
for peacefully exercising their freedom of 
speech and right to assemble. The letter also 
strongly urges the government to recommit 
itself to the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights and recognize that all persons are born 
with fundamental rights and that it is our col- 
lective responsibility to uphold those rights. 

We all have a responsibility to not only 
stand up for freedom but to protect those who 
are denied freedoms and human rights. | urge 
my colleagues to join me in recognizing today 
as Human Rights Day, and stand up for the 
rights of not only Pham Thanh Ngien and 
Nguyen Hoang Hai, but all those who are de- 
nied their rights as a human beings. 


TRIBUTE TO FRANK NELSON 


HON. KEN CALVERT 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. CALVERT. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor and pay tribute to an individual 
whose dedication and contributions to the 
community of Corona, California are excep- 
tional. Corona has been fortunate to have dy- 
namic and dedicated community leaders who 
willingly and unselfishly give their time and tal- 
ent and make their communities a better place 
to live and work. Frank Nelson is one of these 
individuals. 

Frank Nelson has been a Realtor in the Co- 
rona area for 17 years. He is the current 
Board President for the Inland Gateway Asso- 
ciation of Realtors and he also served as 
President in 1998. Frank has served the Real- 
tors as the Federal Political Coordinator and 
State Director for 14 years, and is the 14th 
district Vice President. 

Frank has also served as Chairman of Land 
Use and Vice Chairman of Property Manage- 
ment and Land Use for the California Associa- 
tion of Realtors. He is a member of Federal 
Issues, Local Government Relations, and 
served on a special task force for Private 
Transfer Tax and presently is serving on the 
Department of Real Estates for rewriting ques- 
tions for the California Department of Real Es- 
tate license exam. 

| also have a personal connection with 
Frank. He lived across the street from my 
mother, Marsha, and would often look in on 
her while | was away. Frank epitomized a 
good neighbor who was always there to lend 
a helping hand. 
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Frank’s tireless passion for community serv- 
ice has contributed immensely to the better- 
ment of the community of Corona, California. 
| am proud to call Frank a fellow community 
member, American and friend. | know that 
many community members are grateful for his 
service and salute him as his term ends as 
the Inland Gateway Association of Realtors 
Board President. 


A TRIBUTE TO DANIEL LEAL, M.D. 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Dr. Daniel Leal. 
Originally from Texas, Dr. Leal would describe 
himself as a Community Psychiatrist. Edu- 
cated in Texas, Dr. Leal completed his Bach- 
elor of Science in Pharmacy at the University 
of Texas, graduating second in his class. He 
matriculated at the University of Texas Med- 
ical Branch at Galveston, receiving his medical 
degree in 1989. 

Dr. Leal pursued his internship and resi- 
dency at the Beth Israel Medical Center in 
New York. His training at an inner city hospital 
fostered his life long interest in outreach to 
disenfranchised populations such as the men- 
tally ill, the homeless, and the substance 
abusing population. His last academic training 
stop was as a fellow in Addiction Psychiatry at 
NYU-Bellevue. It was here that he studied and 
published on the effects of chronic homeless- 
ness for the mentally ill. 

Dr. Leal has continued his advocacy for 
these individuals as Medical Director for the 
Washton Institute and as a consultant to Path- 
ways to Housing. He frequently speaks to con- 
sumer advocacy groups such as the Alliance 
for the Mentally Ill and has instructed at the 
New School for Social Research in Manhattan. 

Dr. Leal began working at Woodhull Medical 
Center in 2000 and feels he has found a sup- 
portive and enthusiastic work environment. 
“Working in emergency psychiatry, | feel it is 
imperative that | convey to a patient that they 
will be treated in a humane and respectful 
manner. The emergency room is often the first 
contact a patient or their family has with the 
mental health system. How we respond will 
often impact the course and outcome of their 
mental illness." 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Dr. Daniel Leal for his extraordinary accom- 
plishments for mental health in New York City. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Dr. Daniel Leal. 


— a — 


TRIBUTE TO DR. MOUSTAPHA 
DIABY 


HON. CORRINE BROWN 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 
Ms. CORRINE BROWN of Florida. Madam 


Speaker, this communication is forwarded on 
behalf of the constituents of Congressional 
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District Three and myself as we pay tribute to 
the life of Dr. Moustapha Diaby. We are all 
saddened by the loss of his presence in this 
life yet joyful that he has gone to be with his 
Heavenly Father. 

Dr. Moustapha Diaby, a great humanitarian 
and family man, passed away on November 
29th. Dr. Diaby served as the religious guide 
and President of the African Islamic Institution 
Presidium, and was a leading candidate for 
President of the Ivory Coast in elections which 
were to be scheduled later next year. 

Dr. Diaby was a Member of the Health Min- 
istry of the Ivory Coast from 1981—1983 under 
then President Houphouet-Boigny, and was 
also a former counsel to both President 
Houphouet-Boigny and President Bedie. He 
was extremely well versed in lvorian politics, 
and maintained close relations with members 
of a wide range of Ivorian political parties. A 
strong subscriber to the philosophy of former 
President Boigny, the founder of Ivorian inde- 
pendence from France, Dr. Diaby, like Presi- 
dent Houphouet-Boigny, was an ardent pro- 
ponent of tolerance and inclusion of all ethnic 
groups in the Ivory Coast, as well as the ideas 
of shared governance and the equitable dis- 
tribution of resources throughout the country, 
irrespective of region or religious affiliation. 

During the political crisis in the Ivory Coast, 
wherein a Dutch multinational company, 
Trafigura, unloaded nearly 600 tons of petro- 
chemical waste in the commercial capital, 
Abidjan (leading nearly 100,000 lvorians to 
seek medical attention), Dr. Diaby utilized his 
international contacts and did everything within 
his power to assist those suffering the fallout 
of the illegal toxic dumping. His activities in- 
cluded working closely with the Congressional 
Black Caucus of the United States Congress, 
the U.S. Center for Disease Control, and nu- 
merous other international organizations, in an 
attempt to bring immediate relief to the vic- 
tims. This included the donations of medical 
supplies and food to the people of the Ivory 
Coast suffering from the tragic incident. Dr. 
Diaby was also the recipient of the "Peter the 
Great International Award" for merits and 
peace in 2005 in Dubai, U.A.E., for his efforts 
in attempting to bring peace to the lvory 
Coast. 

Dr. Diaby was also an extremely successful 
businessman, and, with his family, ran a family 
business by the name of Al-Salasa, with cor- 
porate headquarters in Dubai, UAE. AI Salasa 
is a general trading company and business 
house offering substantial trading opportunities 
to local, regional, national and international or- 
ganizations on partnership, consultancy and 
joint venture basis. 

During the time Dr. Diaby spent overseas, 
he discussed governance in emerging African 
democracies, particularly in the Ivory Coast, 
economic development and international trade, 
and was an ardent advocate for a cessation of 
fighting in the Sudan. And as founder of the 
Moustapha Diaby Foundation, he worked tire- 
lessly to raise funds for education and 
healthcare for children in the Ivory Coast and 
on the African continent. 

Dr. Diaby will be missed not only by mem- 
bers of his family, but by many in the lvorian 
community. Dr. Diaby was a great humani- 
tarian, and a role model for business and polit- 
ical leaders throughout the African continent. 
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The Diaby family will remain in my thoughts 
and prayers. 


A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY: BI- 
PARTISAN SOLUTIONS TO ENTI- 
TLEMENT SPENDING 


HON. FRANK R. WOLF 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. WOLF. Madam Speaker, | have been 
concerned about the financial future of our 
country for some time and in 2006 introduced 
legislation to set up a national commission to 
review our nation's long-term economy, includ- 
ing mandatory entitlement spending, discre- 
tionary spending and tax policy, and rec- 
ommend a plan to Congress to get America 
on a sustainable financial path. 

During the 110th Congress this bipartisan 
legislation—the SAFE Commission Act—was 
reintroduced with Representative JIM COOPER 
of Tennessee. The bill has over 110 bipartisan 
cosponsors in the House, and similar legisla- 
tion was introduced in the Senate by Budget 
Chairman KENT CONRAD and ranking member 
JUDD GREGG. 

In November | wrote to President-elect 
Obama asking that he consider the SAFE 
Commission as a bipartisan way to mandate 
action on this critical issue. Mr. Obama has in- 
dicated his willingness to reach across the 
aisle to find bipartisan solutions. | have always 
believed that working together in a bipartisan 
manner is what the American people expect of 
their elected leaders. That's why | have asked 
the president-elect to join the effort Congress- 
man COOPER and | have been pushing. | sub- 
mit a copy of this letter for the RECORD. 

The American people are experiencing a cri- 
sis of confidence. The SAFE concept has ac- 
tive support from many who have a deep un- 
derstanding of economic issues, and could 
help restore America's confidence and get us 
on the right track. 

Doing nothing is not an option. 

The window of opportunity is now. With the 
mounting short-term federal deficit from the 
additional spending needed to get our banking 
System on sound footing, and the growing 
long-term debt from mandatory spending pro- 
grams, we have an historic opportunity to ad- 
dress the nation's financial future in a truly bi- 
partisan manner. | am committed to bringing 
attention to this issue and getting something 
done. 

Not only are we facing a projected $1 trillion 
in deficit spending for this fiscal year, there is 
now $53 trillion in unfunded mandates through 
Social Security, Medicare and Medicaid, which 
will only continue to grow until we reverse 
course. As if that amount were not difficult 
enough to comprehend. it is expected that 
when the new total is released later this 
month, it is likely to be over $56 trillion. 

Over and over again there are warning 
signs that something is terribly wrong in our 
economy. You may have read recently that 
China now tops Japan in U.S. debt holdings, 
amounting to about 1 out of every 10 Amer- 
ican dollars. In my opinion there is no greater 
wake up call than China—a government who 
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persecutes its own people because of their 
faith—slowly becoming our banker. 

This is ап economic, moral, and 
generational issue. | think about sitting on my 
front porch someday and telling my grand- 
children about my days serving in Congress. It 
isn't right for us to look the other way while 
out-of-control entitlement spending threatens 
the way future generations will live. 

George Washington said that, "Worry is the 
interest paid by those who borrow trouble." 

| worry that Congress isn't up to its job, and 
we will allow our children and grandchildren to 
languish in a political divide. The SAFE Com- 
mission process gives us the necessary push 
to get the job done. 

We are at the point of no return in our na- 
tion's history. We have hard questions to an- 
swer. Are we willing to make the sacrifices 
necessary so that future generations will have 
even greater opportunities than today? 

National syndicated columnist Robert Sam- 
uelson recently wrote, "The great project of 
the next president is to improve the economy's 
stability without subverting its vitality." Make 
no mistake, autopilot entitlement spending is 
slowly undermining America as we know it. 

Isabel Sawhill, senior fellow at The Brook- 
ings Institution, has likened this situation to 
"termites in the woodwork, slowly eroding our 
strength as a nation." 

Congress must do the right thing for the 
American people. Support the SAFE effort, 
and if there are other bipartisan proposals that 
could pass Congress, let's look at those, too. 

But we just can't continue the current 
course. 


SE 


A TRIBUTE TO YVONNE NIXON- 
ORR 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Yvonne Nixon-Orr. 
In 1970, Yvonne immigrated to the United 
States and has resided in Brooklyn, New York. 
Soon after her arrival, she began teaching at 
the Haitian American Day Care Center, and 
later joined the New York City Department of 
Education (NYCDOE) where she has been 
teaching for more than 25 years. Middle 
School 61 in District 17 is where her career 
with the NYCDOE began as a literacy instruc- 
tor for 6th and 7th graders. All along, she 
maintained her volunteering as a Sunday 
school teacher and an assistant youth coordi- 
nator at her local church, planning and imple- 
menting activities for the youth of the commu- 
nity. 

Yvonne Nixon-Orr is presently the school li- 
brarian at P.S. 181, The John Steptoe School 
їп Brooklyn, working with students from 
Grades K through 8. In her functions, she 
helps students to develop a love for books 
and multicultural literature. In her teaching, 
she imparts skills that incorporate literacy, so- 
cial studies, and the arts. Yvonne is pas- 
sionate about imparting a love for learning and 
moral responsibility to the youngsters she en- 
counters in the Public School system class- 
rooms. In her role as a staff developer, she 
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shares instructional techniques and skills with 
colleagues, mentors and assists new teachers 
with methodology, classroom management, 
and facilitates their transition to the New York 
public school system. Through her dedication 
and hard work as an educator, she has 
touched many lives and has equally had her 
own life enriched by working with colleagues, 
students, and families from diverse cultural 
and linguistic backgrounds. 

Yvonne Nixon-Orr holds an Associate De- 
gree of Science from New York City Technical 
College, a Bachelor of Arts from Brooklyn Col- 
lege of the City University of New York 
(CUNY), and a Master’s Degree in Elementary 
Education from Adelphi University. Her post- 
graduate education focus has been in literacy 
development. She continues to enhance her 
knowledge of education and teaching skills by 
reading and attending professional workshops 
and seminars that expand on the latest devel- 
opment in literacy and the best approaches to 
teaching and learning in the 21st century. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Yvonne Nixon-Orr for her extraordinary con- 
tributions to education in New York City. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Yvonne Nixon-Orr. 


— a 


TRIBUTE TO THE ST. ANTHONY 
BULLDOGS GIRLS GOLF TEAM 


HON. JOHN SHIMKUS 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SHIMKUS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute to an outstanding group of 
young women from Effingham, IL. 

The St. Anthony Bulldogs Girls Golf Team 
took State Championship honors October 18, 
knocking off runner-up Champaign St. Thomas 
More by 10 strokes to capture their second 
consecutive State title. The conclusion marked 
a rally from a seventh place standing midway 
through the State Championship competition. 

| want to send my congratulations and those 
of the House to Coach Kevin Behl and the 
members of the St. Anthony Bulldogs State 
Championship Team: Kelli Griffin, Kelly 
McHugh, Lauren Kabbes, Emily Calhoon, Tay- 
lor Behl, Jackie Wortman, and Shelby Spruell. 
We are all inspired by their dedication, their 
courage in the face of adversity, and their de- 
termination not to give up, even when trailing 
going into the final day of competition. Their 
victory is one which will long be remembered 
in the storied history of St. Anthony, and their 
back to back titles will stand as a statewide 
tribute to their devotion to excellence. 


ee 


A TRIBUTE TO MICHAEL NONNAN 
HAYNES 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Michael Nonnan 
Haynes. Mr. Haynes, a Brooklyn native, 
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earned his Bachelor's Degree in Mathematics 
from Northwestern University. He later began 
a career at the Chicago Mercantile Exchange, 
becoming the first African-American Senior Di- 
rector of Clearing House Operations there. 

Mr. Haynes, in 1990, shifted his career 
focus from supporting people's financial pur- 
suits to supporting people coping with the 
emergent HIV/AIDS pandemic. One of Mr. 
Haynes’ proudest moments as Director of Afri- 
can American Services for Stop AIDS Chicago 
was when he provided HIV/AIDS prevention 
education for a Youth Summit at Operation 
PUSH. 

Mr. Haynes continued his quest to serve by 
moving to Santa Fe to work for a workshop 
that changed his life, The Experience. This 
personal growth and empowerment workshop 
gave him new tools and refined what his tight- 
knit circle of support (family, extended family 
and friends) had taught him about “being” with 
people. Santa Fe is also where Mr. Haynes 
became infected with HIV. 

While this might have sidetracked another, it 
only empowered Mr. Haynes’ desire to give 
back even more. Currently, he works for the 
New York City Health and Hospitals Corpora- 
tion as an Assistant Director in the Office of 
Behavioral Health. In this capacity, he has 
spearheaded innovations in chemical depend- 
ency treatment as they concern the eleven 
public hospitals, including Woodhull, Kings 
County, and Coney Island hospitals. Honored 
as a Join Together National Leadership Fellow 
by Boston University’s School of Public 
Health, Mr. Haynes has championed the im- 
plementation of cutting edge, researched 
based practices that effectively lead Brooklyn 
and city-wide residents through chemical de- 
pendency treatment and onto the road to re- 
covery. 

These contributions to the Brooklyn 
healthcare community over the past 13 years, 
are evident, but none more personal or visible 
than Haynes’ face and prevention message on 
billboards, bus shelters, and subway stations 
throughout New York City and worldwide 
through the internet as part of the HIV Stops 
With Me campaign. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Michael Nonnan Haynes for his extraordinary 
accomplishments in HIV/AIDS prevention and 
treatment efforts. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Michael Nonnan 
Haynes. 


EE 


TRIBUTE TO THE SUNY CORTLAND 
MEN’S CROSS COUNTRY TEAM 


HON. MICHAEL A. ARCURI 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. ARCURI. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
in recognition of the State University of New 
York (SUNY) Cortland Men’s Cross Country 
Team, which won its first ever national title on 
November 22. During the NCAA Division Ill 
Championships at Hanover College in Han- 
over, Indiana, the Cortland Red Dragons beat 
31 competitors with a score of 80 points. The 
team solidly outpaced the second and third 
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place finishers who scored 115 and 129 
points, respectively, and improved on their 
previous finishes of fourth in 2006 and third in 
2007 to win this year's title. 

Four of the team's runners earned All-Amer- 
ica honors by finishing in the top 35 competi- 
tors over the 8,000-meter course. Junior Seth 
DuBois finished seventh; senior Shamus Nally, 
11th; senior Josh Henry, 15th: and junior Jus- 
tin Wager, 28th. 

The team was led by first year head coach 
Steve Patrick and assistant coaches Kathryn 
Wagner and Jacob Smith. Coach Patrick was 
named the 2008 Division 111 Men's Cross 
Country National Coach of the Year by the 
United States Track & Field and Cross Coun- 
try Coaches Association (USTFCCCA). 

Overall, the win marks SUNY Cortland’s 
22nd national team title, including 16 NCAA 
crowns in seven different sports. 

Madam Speaker. | am honored to represent 
such skilled and hard-working athletes in my 
district. Please join me in congratulating the 
team and wishing them the best of luck in 
their future athletic and scholarly pursuits. 


EE 


A TRIBUTE TO EBONE E. 
McINTOSH 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Ebone E. 
Mcintosh. In 2004, Ms. Mcintosh was ap- 
pointed Vice President of Administration at the 
Interfaith Medical Center in Brooklyn. She was 
administratively responsible for the Depart- 
ments of Ambulatory Care, Community Rela- 
tions, and the hospital’s Private Practice initia- 
tive. During her first two years, Ms. Mcintosh 
worked tirelessly to improve the community's 
perception of Interfaith Medical Center by 
working with Community Board members, cler- 
gy, and primary care physicians in the imme- 
diate catchment. The hospital expanded its 
community outreach efforts through its partici- 
pation in community health fairs, treatment ad- 
herence initiatives, and patient education. The 
hospital also became actively involved in HIV/ 
AIDS programs, Adult and Pediatric Sickle 
Cell grants, and Breast Cancer awareness 
through the Susan G. Komen Foundation and 
Killough Trust. 

Ms. McIntosh, in early 2007, assumed more 
operational responsibilities at the hospital, tak- 
ing on hospital support services including Se- 
curity, Food and Nutrition, Patient Relations, 
and Construction Management. Within 
months, a new hospitality-driven model of 
guest relations was in place, including daily 
newspaper delivery, the provision of amenities 
kits, and personal choice dining; accommoda- 
tions many of the patients at IMC had never 
experienced. Given the medically underserved 
population and the reliance on the Emergency 
Department for the primary care needs of the 
hospitals core population, Ms. Mcintosh soon 
assumed control of the Department of Emer- 
gency Services. Under her leadership, the 
EMS turn around time, patient satisfaction, 
and overall patient flow significantly improved. 
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Ms. McIntosh, prior to joining Interfaith, was 
the Senior Administrator for the Departments 
of Neurology, OB/GYN, and Pediatrics at the 
Columbia University Harlem Hospital Center. 
She was active in the application and approval 
process for their designated stroke center, 
was the Grants Coordinator for the Institutional 
Review Board, and has served briefly as the 
Residency Coordinator in Diagnostic Radi- 
ology. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Ms. Ebone E. Mcintosh for her extraordinary 
accomplishments in improving health care at 
the Interfaith Medical Center and across New 
York City. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Ms. Ebone E. 
McIntosh. 


EE 


HONORING DR. THOMAS 
FRIEDRICH GEORGE 


HON. W. TODD AKIN 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. AKIN. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
recognize one of our Missouri of University 
Chancellors. Several weeks ago, Dr. Thomas 
Friedrich George was honored by the Univer- 
sity of Szeged in Hungary. Chancellor George 
was awarded the honorary title Doctor Honoris 
Causa by the University of Szeged in recogni- 
tion of his outstanding and cooperative sci- 
entific work that has been carried out in sup- 
port of the University of Szeged over many 
years. 

While serving as Chancellor at the Univer- 
sity of Missouri—St. Louis, Chancellor George 
also serves as a professor of chemistry and 
physics and researcher in chemical, materials 
and laser physics at the University. 

This recognition of Chancellor George is not 
only a significant personal achievement; it is 
also an honor for the University of Missouri 
System and the St. Louis region. 

| am pleased to be able to honor Chancellor 
George today. He is a shining example of the 
great leadership we have in Missouri and | 
know all of my colleagues join me in congratu- 
lating him on this distinguished honor. 


-Á 


HONORING OAKHURST CHAMBER 
OF COMMERCE 


HON. GEORGE RADANOVICH 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. RADANOVICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to congratulate the Oakhurst Chamber 
of Commerce upon the celebration of their 
50th Anniversary. The anniversary will be 
celebrated at the Annual Installation Diner and 
Dance to be held on December 5, 2008 at the 
Pines Resort in Bass Lake, California. 

Over the past fifty years, the Oakhurst 
Chamber of Commerce has been committed 
to it Mission Statement "To promote and sup- 
port the economic vitality while honoring and 
preserving the unique lifestyles of our Moun- 
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tain Communities." The Oakhurst Chamber of 
Commerce in conjunction with its Board of Di- 
rectors, the Eastern Madera County Chamber 
of Commerce Foundation and the many com- 
mittees that have been established over the 
years, has been responsible for the comple- 
tion of many community projects and achieve- 
ments. These accomplishments have revolved 
around promoting business and tourism, com- 
munity development, government issues and 
education. 

For fifty years the Chamber has worked dili- 
gently to promote the businesses, large and 
small, in Eastern Madera County. Today, it 
has over four hundred members. The Cham- 
ber has developed member to member pro- 
grams, networking and "shop locally" cam- 
paigns to strengthen, nurture and build the 
local businesses. It has been a strong advo- 
cate for the New Downtown Project that is en- 
visioned to be a pedestrian friendly area for 
visitors and locals and will include a visitors 
center, shopping, entertainment and dining. To 
keep the community and visitors apprised of 
what is going on in Eastern Madera County, 
the Chamber maintains an up to the minute, 
interactive website. It also provides visitors 
with a directory of local businesses and is re- 
sponsible for creating the official regional 
street map for Eastern Madera County. The 
Chamber plays a vital role in welcoming visi- 
tors and recruiting new businesses to the 
area. Often, the Chamber serves as a first im- 
pression for the entire community. It has 
worked to make this impression warm, wel- 
coming and professional. By providing these 
services, the Oakhurst Chamber of Commerce 
has created events that have drawn thou- 
sands of visitors to the area. The events that 
it promotes include the Oakhurst Peddlers 
Fair, the Fall Festival, the Automotive Film 
Festival, and the Wood Carvers Rendezvous. 

The Chamber hosts annual planning con- 
ferences with local business leaders and gov- 
ernment officials to maintain a sense of cohe- 
sion and to discuss key economic indicators 
and to define the needs of the community. 
These conferences help all of the members 
work together toward a common goal that will 
help shape the community. In the past these 
goals have included working with various lev- 
els of government or providing various com- 
munity projects. The Education, Beautification, 
Economic Development, and Tourism Commit- 
tees have worked together to create better 
programs and services for the entire commu- 
nity; including a community park with the for- 
mation of non profit to run it. The Emergency 
Preparedness Committee has created and im- 
plemented emergency plans for fire, water and 
power outages, natural disasters and chemical 
hazards. Working with county and state offi- 
cials on the infrastructure of the area, the 
Chamber has played an integral part in water, 
sewer and other detail area plans. The Cham- 
bers work provided a new sewer plant for 
Oakhurst, in obtaining a one million dollar 
grant for the continued development of a 
water source in the area and a four million 
dollar loan through the California Public Utili- 
ties Commission for Hillview Water. The 
Chamber and the Foundation has funded and 
built over one million dollars worth of side- 
walks on Highway 41 in Oakhurst. It has also 
endorsed and raised support for the “Action to 
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Incorporate Oakhurst Now” and has provided 
education to the community about the benefits 
of incorporating the area. 

Madam Speaker, | rise today to commend 
and congratulate the Oakhurst Chamber of 
Commerce on 50 years. | invite my colleagues 
to join me in wishing the Chamber many years 
of continued growth and success. 


HONORING SPIKE O’DELL 


HON. RAHM EMANUEL 


OF ILLINOIS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. EMANUEL. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to recognize the long and distinguished 
career of my friend, Mr. William “Spike” 
O'Dell, radio host of the morning show “Spike 
Radio.” After over 20 years at WGN-AM 
Radio, Mr. O'Dell will retire in December 2008, 
and you can count me as one of the listeners 
from all over Chicagoland who will miss hear- 
ing him on WGN. 

Over the years, Spike O'Dell has inter- 
viewed U.S. Congressmen and Senators, re- 
porters stationed in war-zones, comedians, 
and Olympic athletes. His favorite sayings of 
“Nothing is worth your health or happiness” 
and “Life is too serious to take things too seri- 
ously” influenced the acerbic but entertaining 
atmosphere in which he took calls from his lis- 
teners. 

Spike’s listeners have come to rely on his 
thoughtful and extensive coverage of current 
U.S. and world news, traffic, and weather. Ap- 
propriately, Spike O’Dell’s hard work and in- 
sightful reporting over the years have been 
recognized with the honor of an Achievement 
їп Radio, AIR, Award in 1999 from the 
Chicagoland AIR Awards Board of Governors. 

While | am sure Spike's family will be glad 
to enjoy more time with him, the rest of us will 
miss his hard-hitting news reporting, weekly 
current events quizzes, and engaging discus- 
sions and interviews, not to mention his eter- 
nal faith in the Chicago Cubs and "Spike's 
Emergency BBQ Sauce" give-a-ways. 

Madam Speaker, | wish Spike and his family 
the best of luck during his retirement and 
throughout his future endeavors. Morning talk 
radio in Chicago will not be the same without 
Spike O'Dell. 


ERE 


A TRIBUTE TO ANDERSON 
HYLAND 


HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 


OF NEW YORK 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute and to honor Mr. Anderson 
Hyland. Mr. Hyland is a Certified Public Ac- 
countant with a great deal of diverse knowl- 
edge and experience to draw upon. He holds 
a BA in Business Administration and Account- 
ing from Baruch College, City University of 
New York. 

Mr. Hyland was born in St. Michael, Bar- 
bados and attended Coleridge & Parry. This 
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provided him with an excellent forum to de- 
velop some of his diverse interests such as 
soccer, cricket, traveling, and business. Upon 
graduating, he continued his studies at the 
O'level Institute where he received two A' lev- 
els (Law and Accounting) and later worked for 
the Barbados Internal Revenue Department as 
a Tax Officer. 

Mr. Hyland has extensive experience in Brit- 
ish and American tax preparation services. 
This can be seen by the service he provides 
to numerous clients in the New York, New Jer- 
sey, and Connecticut region. He was formerly 
the Staff Accountant at Brookdale Hospital, 
Brooklyn, New York and a Tax Preparer at H 
& R Block and now works as the accountant 
for Local 420 District Council 37 in Lower 
Manhattan. 

Mr. Hyland feels very privileged to be on the 
Board of Trustees for Glenwood Gardens 
Condos and is able to serve the community. 
He is also a member of the Institute of Man- 
agement Accountants (IMA), the International 
Foundation of Employee Benefits, and the Ba- 
ruch College Alumni Association. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to recognize 
Anderson Hyland for his extraordinary con- 
tributions to New York City's academic, labor, 
and community institutions. 

Madam Speaker, | urge my colleagues to 
join me in paying tribute to Anderson Hyland. 


RECOGNIZING ALVIN ANDERSON 


HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. WITTMAN of Virginia. Madam Speaker, 
| rise today with the sad news that Mr. Alvin 
Anderson, a longtime resident of Williamsburg, 
Virginia passed away on November 29th. He 
was a strong influence in land use issues 
throughout the Williamsburg area, and a man 
who was deeply dedicated to his family. Mr. 
Anderson graduated from the College of Wil- 
liam & Mary in 1970 and served as a second 
lieutenant in the Army for several years. He 
returned to William & Mary, earning his law 
degree at the Marshall-Wythe School of Law 
in 1972. 

Mr. Andersen would go on to serve as 
president of the W&M Society of the Alumni, 
was a member of the Marshall-Wythe Law 
School Foundation Board, and until last year 
served on the Board of Visitors. In 1998 he re- 
ceived the Alumni Medallion, the highest 
honor bestowed by the W&M Alumni Associa- 
tion. 

After graduation Mr. Anderson practiced law 
with his uncle, Harper Anderson, in Williams- 
burg which would later become Anderson, 
Franck and Davis, P.C. His firm would merge 
with Kaufman & Canoles in 1999, where Mr. 
Anderson was integral in establishing their 
Williamsburg office. Over the course of his 36 
year legal career, Mr. Anderson specialized in 
estate matters and land use, and was funda- 
mental in the development of Williamsburg 
Landing and Quarterpath at Williamsburg. 

He distinguished himself as the Commis- 
sioner in Chancery for the Circuit Courts of the 
City of Williamsburg and County of James 
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City, Counties of New Kent, Charles City, King 
William, and King and Queen, and Special 
Master in York County since 1975. Also, he 
served as Commissioner of Accounts for the 
Circuit Court of the City of Williamsburg and 
County of James City since 1988. Despite his 
professional accomplishments, he would fre- 
quently remark, “I’m just a country lawyer". 

Mr. Anderson was a member of the Virginia 
Bar Association, the Virginia Trial Lawyers As- 
sociation, the Local Government Attorneys of 
Virginia, and the Fourth Circuit Judicial Con- 
ference. He chaired the Judicial Nominations 
Committee of the Virginia State Bar and the 
District Ethics Committee of the Virginia State 
Bar. Among other honors, he had been recog- 
nized as a Fellow of the Virginia Law Founda- 
tion, a distinction bestowed on less than 1% of 
the lawyers in the Commonwealth. 

He is survived by his wife of nearly 40 
years, Betsy Calvo Anderson; two daughters, 
Mary Beth Sherwin and Sara Paris Huddle- 
ston; his father, Dr. William Morris Anderson; 
a brother, William Morris Anderson Jr.; a sis- 
ter, Anna Katharine Anderson; mother and fa- 
ther-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Philip S. Calvo Jr.; 
brother-in-law, Philip S. Calvo Ill; sons-in-law, 
Tyler Sherwin and Byrne Huddleston; and 
other family and friends. Alvin once said, “I’m 
proud of two things in my life, one is my family 
and the other is my college. | told someone 
the other day; this makes me feel like the per- 
son my dog thinks | am." 

Madam Speaker, | ask you to join me and 
countless others as we recognize the many 
contributions of Alvin Anderson. 


EE 


COMMEMORATING THE 40TH ANNI- 
VERSARY OF THE SPECIAL 
OLYMPICS 


HON. JOE SESTAK 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SESTAK. Madam Speaker, today | rise 
to acknowledge the 40th anniversary of the 
Special Olympics, an outstanding organization 
which provides children and adults with intel- 
lectual disabilities—more than 18,000 alone in 
Pennsylvania—an opportunity to participate in 
year-round, athletic competitions. The Special 
Olympics motto "Let me win, but if | cannot 
win, let me be brave in the attempt," was 
originally spoken by gladiators entering the 
arena in ancient Rome. 

Villanova University, which is in my district, 
was the official host of the Special Olympics 
Pennsylvania state games this year. The Spe- 
cial Olympics Fall Festival at Villanova is the 
largest student-run Special Olympics event in 
the world. During the two-day event, Villanova 
University opens its campus to over 1,000 ath- 
letes, 400 coaches, and 2,700 volunteers. The 
athletes compete in six Olympic-type sports, 
bocce, long distance running, power-lifting, 
roller skating, soccer, and volleyball. 

Worldwide, the Special Olympics brings to- 
gether more than 2.5 million athletes with in- 
tellectual disabilities in 180 countries. Children 
and adults who participate in the Special 
Olympics develop improved physical fitness 
and motor skills, greater self-confidence, and 
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a more positive self-image. They grow men- 
tally and socially and, exhibit boundless cour- 
age and enthusiasm, enjoy the rewards of 
friendship, and ultimately discover new abili- 
ties and talents. 

Special Olympics was best described by 
Sargent Shriver, Chairman of the Board of 
Special Olympics Inc., when he wrote that 
Special Olympics is unique and important be- 
cause of the ways in which Special Olympics 
inspires and reveals the very best in human 
nature. "It has become," he wrote, "one of the 
most encouraging and profound developments 
in modern sports." 

| am pleased to recognize Special Olympics 
International for 40 years of service and com- 
mitment, and | wish the organization success 
in the years ahead. 


EE Ee 


IN REMEMBRANCE OF ED HAUSER 
HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in remembrance of Ed Hauser, an activ- 
ist who is well known to the people of the 
Northeast Ohio as "Citizen Hauser." Ed 
passed away early Friday morning at the age 
of 47. 

Ed Hauser expressed his love for Cleveland 
by dedicating his time, love, passion, energy, 
and strong intellect toward preserving all of 
Cleveland's beautiful, recreational and historic 
sites. Ed was an engineer and worked in the 
steel industry in Cleveland until his layoff at 
the former LTV Steel Company 10 years ago. 
Since that time, he devoted his engineering 
training and skills to challenging the local pow- 
ers. He worked toward the preservation of 
Cleveland's historic engineering wonders, in- 
cluding steelmaking facilities for a steel mu- 
seum and the Hulett Ore Unloaders which 
graced Cleveland's lakeshore for a hundred 
years. 

But Ed's passion was not limited to steel. 
Whenever the Department of Transportation, 
the Port Authority, the city, the county, or any 
powerful private or government forces pro- 
posed projects which would jeopardize local 
amenities, historic structures or places, Ed 
Hauser paid attention. He gathered the facts 
and made sure that all available resources 
were brought to bear. Ed was an expert in 
using our nation's laws to defend the public in- 
terest by protecting important places. If the 
structure had important historic value, no one 
knew more about invoking the National His- 
toric Preservation Act to protect it. If there 
were implications for the natural or human en- 
vironment, and the federal government were 
involved, Ed Hauser could be counted on to 
organize the people around the National Envi- 
ronmental Policy Act calendar. Ed understood 
that these laws were meant to protect the peo- 
ple and their sacred places. He took all appro- 
priate actions to save Whiskey Island, the 
Cleveland Marina, the historic Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church and other structures 
threatened by proposed work on the Cleve- 
land Innerbelt and the Huletts. 

Ed was so closely associated with his activ- 
ism and his knowledge of civic activism tools, 
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that he was featured in a Public Broadcasting 
System special entitled "Citizen Hauser,” 
which was featured at the Cleveland Inter- 
national Film Festival. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in celebrating the life of Ed "Citizen" 
Hauser, a true Cleveland treasure who dedi- 
cated his life to the people and places in his 
community. | am saddened by his untimely 
death. There will be no one like Ed Hauser, 
but we can hope that others will step up to 
help fill the huge void in Cleveland's civic life 
with his loss. 


HONORING RICHMONDBUILD 


HON. GEORGE MILLER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to honor 
RichmondBUILD from Richmond, CA, in my 
congressional district, a program that is lead- 
ing the national trend toward green-collar jobs 
while simultaneously enriching the lives of stu- 
dents by giving them an alternative to drugs 
and violence. The Pre-Apprenticeship Con- 
struction Skills & Solar Installation Training 
program, run by RichmondBUILD, today re- 
ceived the 2008 FBI Directors Community 
Leadership Award, which recognizes achieve- 
ments in the area of violence, drug prevention, 
and education. 

With programs like RichmondBUILD, we can 
help train the next generation of Americans so 
that they can succeed in green-collar jobs— 
jobs that provide a secure future in the renew- 
able energy and energy efficiency fields. 

My recent visit with the RichmondBUILD 
students showed me the students' pure excite- 
ment in learning the new skills that will move 
them forward in their careers. Not only does 
RichmondBUILD help to stem the use of vio- 
lence and drugs in our community, the pro- 
gram gives students the opportunity and tools 
to succeed in a new economy. 

| invite my colleagues to learn more about 
RichmondBUILD, which has brought together 
community organizations, municipalities, and 
local industry and labor groups to provide 
such a successful green-collar job training pro- 
gram. 

What Richmond has built with this public/pri- 
vate partnership is a model for cities around 
the country, and | commend the program's 
staff and its students for all of their hard work. 
| am proud to represent a community that in- 
cludes programs like RichmondBUILD. 


PACE STAFFING NETWORK 


HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 


OF WASHINGTON 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 

Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | want to 
salute a company located in the 8th District of 
Washington, PACE Staffing Network, for earn- 
ing the 2007 Alfred P. Sloan Award for Busi- 
ness Excellence in Workplace Flexibility for 
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their superiority in providing workplace effec- 
tiveness and flexibility. 

PACE Staffing represents some of the most 
prominent companies in the Puget Sound area 
and provides an invaluable service to employ- 
ees and employers year after year. Whether 
looking for a career in health care or manufac- 
turing, the hi-tech sector or customer service, 
administration or clerical work, PACE is quick 
to match you to the best fit in the region to 
help keep our economy compete globally with 
the most skilled workers in the world. Through 
changing economies, technologies and staffing 
levels, PACE clients know to expect innovative 
partnerships, savvy business acumen and 
prompt, thorough service. 

Without an organization such as PACE 
Staffing, leading global companies in the 
Puget Sound region would lack the resources 
to keep proper staffing levels and compete in 
the marketplace. Therefore, the recognition of 
this body goes to founder and president of 
PACE, Jeanne Knutzen, for providing a won- 
derful service while maximizing productivity 
and attracting the highest quality employees 
available. 


EE 


IN HONOR OF COLONEL STEPHEN 
GREENE 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of COL Stephen Greene, and 
in recognition of his outstanding service to our 
country. Colonel Greene is retiring after 39 
years of service in the U.S. Army. 

Colonel Greene boasts a successful and di- 
verse military career, beginning when he en- 
listed in the U.S. Air Force (USAF) as an ac- 
tive duty enlisted airman from 1969 to 1973. 
During that time, he traveled throughout South 
east Asia and remained in the USAF reserves 
until 1975. The following year, Colonel Greene 
graduated from nursing school to become a 
registered nurse (RN). A number of years 
later, in 1981, he graduated from Basic Air- 
borne School Fort Benning, Georgia, and from 
the Cleveland Clinic School of Nurse Anes- 
thesia. He served as a certified RN anesthetist 
in the USAR 156th General Hospital, located 
in Parma, Ohio, and later had tours in Hon- 
duras, Panama, Kentucky, Colorado, Texas, 
Georgia and Germany. From 1998 until his re- 
tirement at the end of this year, Colonel 
Greene completed multiple tours caring for se- 
verely injured combat soldiers in Germany and 
Afghanistan. 

Colonel Greene was promoted to colonel in 
the U.S. Army in November of 2001 and 
boasts over 20 awards and badges from his 
service to our country. The Bronze Star, Joint 
Service, Commendation Medal, Army Com- 
mendation Medal, Army Achievement Medal, 
Air Force Good Conduct Medal, Army Reserve 
Components Achievement Medal, National 
Defense Service Medal and the Expert Field 
Medical Badge are just a few of the awards 
and badges he has received throughout his 39 
year career. Colonel Greene served as a sen- 
ior nurse anesthetist (NA) at the Louis Stokes 
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VA Medical Center for 7 years, prior to work- 
ing as an NA at the Cleveland Clinic at Hill- 
crest Hospital, where he has been the last 7 
years. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of COL Stephen Greene as he 
retires from 39 years of service in the U.S. 
Army, and in recognition of his outstanding 
dedication and service to our country, and to 
all the men and women who have served 
along with him. 


AN APPEAL FROM A DAUGHTER 


HON. CHRISTOPHER H. SMITH 


OF NEW JERSEY 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Madam Speaker, 
today Ti-Anna Wang spoke on Capitol Hill to 
a group of human rights advocates about her 
recent visit with her imprisoned father, the he- 
roic Chinese democracy activist Wang 
Bingzhang. Dr. Wang is a founding father of 
the post-Mao Chinese democracy movement; 
he personally founded or co-founded a maga- 
zine, a movement, and a political party dedi- 
cated to promoting democracy. 

Dr. Wang is an incredibly brave man who is 
serving a life sentence in China for “espio- 
nage" and "terrorism"—these are the Chinese 
Govermnent’s words for promoting democracy. 
In fact “espionage” and “terrorism” come 
close to describing the Chinese Government’s 
own behavior in pursuing Dr. Wang, a perma- 
nent U.S. resident whom Chinese Government 
agents abducted from Vietnam in June 2002, 
smuggled back into China, and secretly held 
incommunicado for 6 months, before sub- 
jecting him to a “star chamber” trial in January 
2003. The U.N. Working Group on Arbitrary 
Detention has ruled that Dr. Wang’s detention 
is arbitrary. 

Madam Speaker, any father would consider 
himself extremely blessed to have a daughter 
like Ti-Anna. When | first met with her, a few 
months ago, | was deeply moved by how de- 
terminedly she has been working for his re- 
lease. I’m sure the love she is showing for her 
father is bearing fruit in his life, comforting him 
while he is in prison. 

Today, Madam Speaker, is the 60th anni- 
versary of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights—an inspiring document, much of which 
remains a promissory note, unredeemed by so 
many governments of the world. It is our duty 
to continue pressing the governments of the 
world, including our own, to live up to this dec- 
laration. Let’s keep working, and keep praying, 
in solidarity with Dr. Wang and Ti-Anna and all 
those denied the rights that the Universal Dec- 
laration promotes. 

Madam Speaker, | would like to introduce 
into the record Ti-Anna’s report on her recent 
visit with her father and his condition. 

I would like to start by thanking everyone 
here, on behalf of my family, for taking the 
time to come to this event. Since I started 
my work in DC, I’ve been lucky enough to be 
surrounded by supportive, generous and kind 
people who are genuinely concerned about 
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my father's case. I want to take this oppor- 
tunity to thank everyone who has been in- 
volved in his fight for freedom. More specifi- 
cally, I would like to thank Dr. Yang, Con- 
gressman Wolf, Congressman Smith, Con- 
gressman Ros-Lehtinen, and Senator Fein- 
stein for their recent work on my father’s 
case. It is the compassion of every one here 
that gives my family hope and reason to be- 
lieve that the unlikely is possible. 

I’m here today to tell you about my recent 
visit with my father just two weeks ago. To 
give a little background, my father’s sen- 
tence allows for only one visit a month. Each 
of these visits last about 30 minutes. 

The standard procedure is that my family 
receives a visitation notice in the mail that 
lets us know the date of the visit. 

As my whole family lives in North Amer- 
ica, we usually have a very short amount of 
time to make the necessary travel arrange- 
ments for a long trip to China. Once there, 
we have to go through a lengthy authoriza- 
tion process before we are allowed to see 
him. For my latest visit, I had some difficul- 
ties getting my visa as scheduled, and didn’t 
have the proper paperwork, which added a 
lot of additional stress to this already dif- 
ficult process. 

The visit takes place in a bare concrete 
building that borders the gate of his remote 
prison, several miles away from the closest 
city. It is so secluded that we have to be 
driven there by the prison officials, as some 
of the terrain in that area has yet to be 
paved. 

Right before we can meet, the prison au- 
thorities remind us of the rules and regula- 
tions, which include only speaking in Chi- 
nese, and staying away from topics that will 
cause my father anxiety. These visits are 
conducted in visitation booths and are mon- 
itored by four prison officials, two standing 
behind the each of us. 

Separated by metal bars and two layers of 
Plexiglas, my father and I can only commu- 
nicate using a telephone. 

I was very nervous about seeing my father 
this time. It had been over a year since my 
last visit, and my family had lost contact 
with him for two months without any clear 
explanations from the prison, so I was wor- 
ried about the state that my father was in. I 
was so relieved when I was finally able to see 
him, cheerful enough to smile. 

My first concern was his health. My father 
said that while he is stable, his chronic aller- 
gies and severe phlebitis continues to plague 
him. We talked mostly about my family, my 
educational future and the work that we are 
doing on his behalf. As we spoke, it was clear 
to me that my father’s untreated depression 
and psychological health continues to wors- 
en. 

He had difficulty making steady eye con- 
tact and sometimes repeated the same sen- 
tences several times. The prison officials 
monitoring our conversation were kind 
enough to allot us an extra 10 minutes. 

My father wanted me to let everyone know 
that he is eternally grateful for all the work 
that has been done on his behalf and that he 
remains hopeful that justice will prevail. 

As our conversation came to an end, my fa- 
ther began to cry. He said the thought of 
never seeing his ailing 87-year-old mother 
again often brings him to tears and that his 
only wish is that they will be reunited before 
it’s too late. 

It has now been over 6 years that my fa- 
ther, now almost 62 years old, lingers alone 
in prison. I come here today in hopes of con- 
veying the message that my father’s situa- 
tion has become ever more critical and his 
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time is running out. This is the third time 
I’ve visited my father, and it is obvious that 
both his physical and mental health are de- 
teriorating. He has aged so much in the last 
few years, and his depression is becoming 
dangerously severe. The prison authorities 
have told my family that my father’s only 
chance of receiving medical parole is if he 
admits guilt to the charges of ‘‘terrorism’’ 
and ‘‘espionage”’. . . but I know that my fa- 
ther would never, nor does my family want 
him to confess to claims that are not only 
false, but that will comprise his dignity and 
values. 

As we commemorate the 60th Anniversary 
of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, I just want to remind everyone that 
it is because of my father’s unwavering com- 
mitment to this cause that he is being so un- 
justly punished today. 

As the founder of the Chinese overseas pro- 
democracy movement, there was nothing 
harder that my father fought for than the 
values of human rights, freedom and democ- 
racy for the people of his homeland. 

His contribution to his beliefs has now cost 
him 6 years of solitary confinement, and pos- 
sibly his life if we do not continue to fight 
for his freedom. 

So I would like to close today by asking 
the present and new administration to call 
for my father’s immediate release on med- 
ical and humanitarian grounds. 

I also invite everyone here, along with 
your friends and family to visit 
www.initiativesforchina.org to sign an online 
petition addressed to President Hu Jintao, 
also calling for my father’s release. 

Lastly, I would like to work with congres- 
sional leaders toward the goal of obtaining 
honorary U.S. citizenship for my father as 
recognition of his lifelong service to democ- 
racy and as a statement of America’s recom- 
mitment to making human rights a priority 
in its agenda. 

On behalf of my family, I would like to 
thank everyone here for coming and for your 
sincere concern for my father. 


— CER е _ 


IN HONOR OF COMMAND  SER- 
GEANT MAJOR THEODORE N. 
TANCZUK 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of Command Sergeant Major 
(CSM) Theodore N. Tanczuk, as he retires 
after 26 years of service in the U.S. Army, and 
in recognition of his outstanding dedication to 
our country. 

CSM Theodore Tanczuk was born in Cleve- 
land on December 6, 1948, a few years after 
the end of World War Il. In 1971, while in his 
early twenties, he enlisted in the Army. Com- 
mander Sergeant Major Tanczuk quickly 
moved through the ranks and graduated from 
nursing school, becoming a licensed practical 
nurse (LPN). In 1982, his vision and dedica- 
tion to developing the medical department in 
the U.S. Military led him to set up a nursing 
School program through the U.S. Army and 
local nursing schools in Northeast Ohio. The 
program was sponsored and funded by the 
U.S. Army, and students who completed the 
program graduated in one year. 65 of the 68 
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people who completed this program went on 
the graduate from nursing schools and work 
as LPNs in Ohio. Commander Sergeant Major 
Tanczuk served as a guide and mentor to 
each of the students throughout the entire 
process, until they too went on to serve our 
country in local hospitals all over northeast 
Ohio. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in honor of CSM Theodore N. Tanczuk, 
and in recognition of his outstanding service to 
our country. May his work as an LPN and 
mentor to other military servicemen serve as 
an example for all of us to follow. 


HONORING JAMES FRANK 
POLLARD 


HON. KEVIN BRADY 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BRADY of Texas. Madam Speaker, 1 
rise today to honor a larger-than-life Texan, 
James Frank Pollard. This afternoon in San 
Angelo, TX, Frank will be laid to rest. | ask my 
colleagues and all those present in the cham- 
ber to join me in offering their thoughts and 
prayers to his beloved family, daughter Lisa, 
son Jim, daughter-in-law Wendy, and his 
grandchildren, Charless and Sophia. 

Born to Charlie and Grace Pollard in Cole- 
man, TX in 1931, Frank's ingrained Texan val- 
ues, can-do spirit, and a healthy dose of prag- 
matism drove him to make his mark in many 
arenas. A graduate of the University of Mines 
in El Paso and a member of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers during the Korean War, 
Frank jumped into the family business just in 
time to play an integral role in some of the 
most storied oil discoveries in Texas. A life- 
long student, he always had a book handy to 
feed his quest for knowledge. 

It was during his wildcatting days that Frank 
embarked on the biggest adventure of his 
life—his 35-year marriage to Martha. They set- 
tled into the life of a west Texas ranching fam- 
ily moving to Fort Stockton and then Alpine to 
raise their three children. The tragic death of 
their oldest child, Mark, only served to 
strengthen the Pollard family's bond by en- 
couraging them all to live every day to the ab- 
solute fullest. 

A man who could play devil's advocate on 
any issue, "Daddy Frank" was one of a kind. 
No matter the topic or the audience he could 
offer opinions and hold court. With a larger- 
than-life personality, he could enjoy himself in 
a roomful full of oilmen or children. He knew 
when to lead, when to inspire, and when to let 
someone learn their own lessons. 

If Hollywood had ever wanted to put a real 
Texas wildcatter and rancher on the silver 
Screen, a casting director could have struck 
Texas gold with Frank Pollard. Always armed 
with a story, a joke, a way to draw people in, 
Daddy Frank was the epitome of the proud 
Texas wildcatter from the tips of his boots to 
the top of his cowboy hat, and we can all 
learn from his example of what it means to 
have Texas integrity. 

On December 6, Frank was reunited with 
his beloved Martha and their oldest son, Mark. 
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He leaves behind for his family and friends a 
lifetime of Daddy Frank stories to tell and a 
legacy of the Texas spirit. Once again, | thank 
those in the chamber and all Americans for al- 
lowing me to share Frank's story of the impor- 
tance of family, friends, and living life each 
and every day to the fullest. 


TRIBUTE TO JUDIE BOLAM 
HON. LEE TERRY 


OF NEBRASKA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
honor the accomplishments of Judie Bolam, 
Judie recently celebrated 10 years of service 
in my Omaha Congressional Office. She is a 
dedicated servant to the Second Congres- 
sional District of Nebraska. She works hard 
and deserves accolades. 

Judie serves as staff assistant for my 
Omaha Congressional Office. Judie has the 
unofficial title of "director of first impressions." 
She starts every day taking the time to speak 
to each staff member face to face. She is a 
dedicated worker who always has a smile and 
her face and knows everyone by first name. 

Judie, thank you for your positive attitude. It 
has made a difference in every project you 
worked on over the past 10 years. | am lucky 
to have found you, and | know the staff be- 
lieves the office is lucky you found us. Hard 
work and patience pays off, and we could not 
have done it without you, Judie. Thank you. 


— 


IN REMEMBRANCE OF 
KRISTALLNACHT 


HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 


OF OHIO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. KUCINICH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in honor of Congregration Shaarey 
Tikvah in Beachwood, Ohio as they com- 
memorate the  seventieth anniversary of 
Kristallnacht—The Night of Shattered Glass. 

Kristallnacht was a series of events that 
began on the night of November 9, 1938 in 
which the Nazi Third Reich in Germany and 
Austria destroyed over 200 synagogues, thou- 
sands of stores, hundreds of homes and a 
number of Jewish community centers in what 
is widely considered to be the beginning of the 
Holocaust. | stand with the members of Con- 
gregation Shaarey Tikvah and all members of 
the Greater Cleveland Community in marking 
November 9, 2008 as the official 70-Year Re- 
membrance Day of Kristallnacht. | also rise in 
recognition of the organizers of this important 
interfaith program as all members of our com- 
munity join in remembering the lives of those 
lost during the Holocaust and in commemo- 
rating this historical night. Their contributions 
exemplify the diversity and culture that our 
community is so fortunate to possess. 

Madam Speaker and colleagues, please join 
me in remembrance of Kristallnacht and in 
honor of Congregation Shaarey Tikvah as they 
join with members of our community in com- 
memorating this historic event. 


EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


HONORING DENNIS RAINIER’S RE- 
TIREMENT FROM  MURFREES- 
BORO PARKS AND RECREATION 


HON. BART GORDON 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to honor and congratu- 
late Murfreesboro Parks and Recreation Direc- 
tor Dennis Rainier on his retirement after over 
37 years of service. 

Dennis grew up in Maryland and came to 
Murfreesboro to play baseball for my alma 
mater, Middle Tennessee State University. 
Like many MTSU alums, he never left 
Murfreesboro. 

In 1971, Murfreesboro Parks and Recreation 
Director Ray Duffy noticed a young man work- 
ing with children in a gym at Hobgood Ele- 
mentary School. Dennis Rainier was holding a 
basketball camp, and Mr. Duffy must have 
liked what he saw because he offered Dennis 
the position of Assistant Director that day. 
Nine years later, Mr. Duffy retired, and Dennis 
was appointed to lead the fledgling 
Murfreesboro Parks and Recreation Depart- 
ment that would become one of the best pro- 
grams in Tennessee. 

Under Dennis' direction, the Old Fort Golf 
Course was constructed, as was SportsCom, 
StarPlex, Barfield-Crescent Park, and Patter- 
son Park Community Center, each offering a 
variety of fitness opportunities for everyone in 
Murfreesboro. 

Dennis and | worked together on making the 
Stones River Greenway and the Discovery 
Center and Nature Trail at Murfree Spring a 
reality. Tens of thousands of people use the 
Greenway, and an estimated 100,000 children 
and families explore the Discovery Center's 
exhibits each year. 

In addition to fitness complexes, golf 
courses and greenways, Murfreesboro also 
hosts a variety of State high school sports 
championships. These events bring millions of 
tourist dollars into the city, and Dennis always 
worked hard to make them a success. 

Dennis, l've enjoyed working with you and 
have always appreciated your "can-do" atti- 
tude. | hope you enjoy a long and happy re- 
tirement with your wife, children and grand- 
child. 


EEE 


TRIBUTE TO CROOK COUNTY 
JUDGE SCOTT COOPER 


HON. GREG WALDEN 


OF OREGON 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. WALDEN of Oregon. Madam Speaker, 
It is with great pride and gratitude that | rise 
today to pay special tribute to an outstanding 
public servant and community leader from Or- 
egon’s Second Congressional District, Crook 
County Judge Scott Cooper. Scott has chosen 
to conclude his service as county judge at the 
end of this month, and | would like to share 
with our colleagues some background on this 
special leader. 
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Judge Cooper was elected to his post in 
November 2000, and has served two terms in 
office. Before taking office as county judge, 
Scott was a member of the Prineville City 
Council, serving from 1997—2000. 

The position of county judge triggers memo- 
ries of Oregon’s great frontier history, but the 
role is not one of living in the past. Judge 
Cooper's colleagues will all tell you one thing 
definite about him: he gets things done. Short- 
ly after coming to office and learning that the 
historic county courthouse had been without 
hot water for years, Judge Cooper decided he 
was going to get that fixed. Naysayers told 
him that it had been tried before, but it would 
cost too much and couldn't be done. A call to 
a local plumber and a mere $20 later, folks re- 
alized the Judge wasn’t one to take no for an 
answer. This isn’t the only example. Techno- 
logically speaking, he brought Crook County 
into the 21st Century. When Judge Cooper 
came into office, many recall that the Crook 
County system of government had many mov- 
ing parts. Thirty different departments worked 
separately of each other with little formal inter- 
action. Without this formality among the de- 
partments and residents, county administration 
and budgeting tended to be a little chaotic. 
Judge Cooper's vision led to a computer net- 
work being created so departments could 
interact and set up a county Web site where 
residents could keep track of county services 
and business. Reflecting Scott’s core beliefs 
that public service is about fiscal responsibility 
and making customer service a priority, Crook 
County now works as one body for the better- 
ment of the whole. 

Judge Cooper has served not only Crook 
County well, but has looked out for the inter- 
ests of central Oregon and the State as a 
whole in a wide variety of positions during his 
tenure in office. With a flair for fiscal responsi- 
bility and innovative management, he is recog- 
nized as a leader throughout Oregon on trans- 
portation, health care, and economic develop- 
ment matters. He served as treasurer of the 
Association of Oregon Counties. He is a two- 
term member of the Oregon State Housing 
Council. He twice served on the Connect Or- 
egon 1 project selection committee and served 
as a member of the Governor's Task Force on 
county payments relief In 2006, he accom- 
panied Governor Ted Kulongoski as an official 
delegate representing Oregon counties on the 
Governors Trade Mission to Korea and 
Japan. He has also served as chair of the 
Central Oregon Community Investment Board 
of Directors and the Accountable Behavioral 
Health Alliance, and as a board member of 
Mosaic Medical, a regional community-based 
health care system serving low-income, under- 
insured families and individuals. He served as 
vice chair for the Economic Development for 
Central Oregon Advisory Board and two terms 
on the Central Oregon Area Transportation 
Committee. As you can see, Judge Cooper 
has never let much grass grow beneath his 
feet. 

Judge Cooper's dedication to his community 
and state has not gone unnoticed. He is the 
past recipient of the State of Oregon's Eco- 
nomic Development Professional of the Year 
Award, the Economic Development for Central 
Oregon Public Sector of the Year, the Asso- 
ciation of Oregon Counties Outstanding Serv- 
ice Award, the University of Oregon's Friend 
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of Education Award and the Crook County 
High School “Pardner” Award. 

Judge Cooper has been strongly supported 
by his family and specifically his wife, Bend at- 
torney Laura Craska Cooper, and their three 
wonderful daughters. Scott is an outstanding 
father and a terrific advocate for today's youth. 
In addition to his family regularly hosting for- 
eign exchange students, he likes to keep kids 
involved in government by delivering special 
talks in local schools and giving class tours at 
the Crook County Courthouse. 

In 1857, George H. Williams, a delegate to 
Oregon's constitutional convention, argued 
about county judges, "Give us one competent 
man to administer the affairs of the county, 
whose compensation would enable him to de- 
vote his time to his duties, and we would have 
a much more satisfactory and economical ad- 
ministration of county affairs." 

Madam Speaker, it is my honor to recognize 
my good friend, Judge Scott Cooper, who has 
proven he is that one competent man, and 
laud him for his years of dedicated public 
service, his numerous contributions to commu- 
nity and for his strong character as a citizen 
of Crook County, Oregon. Scott's leadership 
for the county will be sorely missed, but he is 
a young and energetic man with many great 
years ahead of him and 1 look forward to his 
continued involvement in other leadership ca- 
pacities in Oregon. 


EE 


CELEBRATING DR. JAMES A. BOYD 
43RD PASTOR’S ANNIVERSARY 


HON. TRAVIS W. CHILDERS 


OF MISSISSIPPI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. CHILDERS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor a spiritual and community lead- 
er from my home state of Mississippi. Dr. 
James A. Boyd has been a pastor for Zion 
Gate Missionary Baptist Church for the past 
43 years, and has been an inspiration to the 
people not only in his parish, but also around 
the country. 

Dr. Boyd is a native of Oktibbeha County, 
Mississippi, and graduated from Oktibbeha 
Training School before earning a bachelor’s 
degree from Stillman College in 1964. He also 
attended lowa State University and Mississippi 
State University. He received a doctorate of 
ministry at San Francisco Theological Semi- 
nary in San Anselmo, California. He also re- 
ceived a doctorate of divinity from Mary 
Holmes College in West Point, Mississippi, in 
2002. 

| wish to honor him by marking some of his 
many accomplishments. Throughout his time 
in Mississippi he has been president of the 
Northeast Mississippi Baptist State Conven- 
tion, Inc., board member of the National Bap- 
tist Convention, USA, Inc., past president of 
the Northeast Mississippi Baptist State S.S. 
and N.B.C. Congress, both a trustee and 
chairman of the Ministerial Institute and Col- 
lege, homiletic instructor at the Ministerial In- 
stitute and College, lecturer for the Mt. Olivet 
District Association, evangelist for revivals, 
seminars and conferences across the nation. 

Today we can all take the time to remember 
Dr. Boyd’s hard work, leadership, and selfless 
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devotion to the Lord, as well as to the people 
of his congregation. 


HONORING MOLLY LLOYD 
HON. LEE TERRY 


OF NEBRASKA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
honor the accomplishments of my District Di- 
rector Molly Lloyd. Molly recently celebrated 
10 years of service in my Omaha Congres- 
sional Office. She is a dedicated servant to 
the Second Congressional District of Ne- 
braska. She works hard and deserves acco- 
lades. 

Molly Lloyd serves as my District Director in 
my Omaha Congressional Office. Molly knows 
how to lead and build an effective team, not 
to mention her stealth communication skills. 
Her talents and commitment to selfless public 
service are evident throughout the community. 
No one is more loved and respected than 
Molly Lloyd. 

Molly is a lifelong Nebraskan and was born 
to proud parents Kay and Bob Koozer in 
Omaha. She graduated from Westside High 
School and attended Hastings College where 
she earned a bachelors degree in commu- 
nications in only 3 years. After college, she 
worked to elect Mayor Hal Daub for the city of 
Omaha and served as his director of public af- 
fairs until 1997. | was fortunate to gain her as 
a member of my congressional staff upon my 
election in 1998. She is mother of two beau- 
tiful daughters, Emma and Ellie and is married 
to her soul mate Mark Lloyd. 

Some questioned me for hiring someone so 
young to become the director of my Omaha 
office, but their criticisms were soon silenced 
as her talents and her commitment to selfless 
public service became obvious to the entire 
community. Her strong leadership skills and 
fierce dedication to conservative principles 
have served my office well. 

Molly knows her hometown inside and out 
and is an active member of the community, in- 
cluding volunteering апа  advocating for 
causes and organizations such as the Joslyn 
Foundation, the American Diabetes Associa- 
tion, and as a founder of the Leadership Circle 
to help the next generation of women leaders 
enter public service. 

| appreciate Molly's friendship, and | respect 
her dedication and invaluable contributions 
over the past ten years. | am proud to call her 
a friend and to congratulate and honor her 
today for all that she has accomplished. 


ES 


HONORING MURFREESBORO FIRE 
CHIEF DAVID BAXTER UPON HIS 
RETIREMENT 


HON. BART GORDON 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, | rise today to honor Chief David 
Baxter who is retiring from the Murfreesboro 
Fire Department after 30 years of service. 
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When David began his career as a fire- 
fighter in 1977, the Murfreesboro Fire Depart- 
ment consisted of 60 personnel and four fire 
halls. Today, David oversees 120 personnel 
and 11 fire halls. In addition to fighting fires, 
today's personnel are certified to handle 
HAZMAT and extrication situations, and they 
are medically trained to be first responders. 

David worked with the Murfreesboro City 
Council and city administration to build one of 
Tennessee's best fire departments, which he 
has led as chief for the last 20 years. 

In 1988, the year David became chief, the 
Murfreesboro Fire Department had a Class 4 
Insurance Service Organization rating. The 
ISO rating is a benchmark for measuring the 
effectiveness of a fire department's fire-protec- 
tion services—the lower the rating, the better. 
Today, the Murfreesboro Fire Department has 
a Class 2 rating, making it one of only two fire 
departments in Tennessee with this rating. 

David not only improved the fire department, 
but he also put policies in place that better en- 
sure the safety of the Murfreesboro fire- 
fighters. 

Before David became the Fire Chief, fire- 
fighters were only required to wear coats and 
helmets when putting out fires. However, one 
of the first things David did upon becoming 
chief was necessitating that each firefighter 
within 10 feet of a fire be fully dressed in fire 
turnout gear and wear a self-contained breath- 
ing apparatus. 

David also initiated educational programs for 
schools and businesses and was a strong pro- 
ponent of the installation of smoke detectors 
throughout the city. 

All of David's efforts over the years have 
made the Murfreesboro community safer and 
better protected. 

Thank you David. | hope you have a happy 
retirement. 


— € EH 


RECOGNITION OF JUDGE 
NICHOLAS 


HON. JIM GERLACH 


OF PENNSYLVANIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. GERLACH. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to honor the Honorable William T. Nich- 
olas who is retiring after faithfully serving the 
people of Montgomery County, Pennsylvania 
as a judge and prosecutor for nearly 40 years. 

Judge Nicholas' distinguished public service 
career started as a prosecutor in the District 
Attorney's Office in 1968. He was elected 
Montgomery County District Attorney in 1976 
before winning a judgeship in the Montgomery 
County Court of Common Pleas in 1980. For 
the past eight years, Judge Nicholas has 
served as Administrative Judge of the Criminal 
Division. 

Judge Nicholas earned praise from his 
peers as a skilled litigator and a wise, impar- 
tial jurist who issued more than 500 rulings 
during his exemplary years of service on the 
bench. Innovation was another hallmark of 
Judge Nicholas' tenure. He is credited with in- 
stituting a Discovery Master Program to im- 
prove the efficiency of the court system and 
implementing a security system at the Mont- 
gomery County Courthouse. 
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Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues 
join me today in recognizing the outstanding 
service and extraordinary career of the Honor- 
able William T. Nicholas and all who dedicate 
their careers to the pursuit of justice. 


— 


RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
STEVE CHABOT ON THE OCCA- 
SION OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM 
THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENT- 
A'TIVES 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of the Hon- 
orable STEVE CHABOT for his service to the 
people of Ohio and the United States House 
of Representatives. Congressman CHABOT has 
represented the First Congressional District of 
the state of Ohio for the past 14 years. 

Born and raised in Cincinnati, Ohio, STEVE 
graduated from La Salle High School and 
worked his way through the College of William 
and Mary. He returned to Cincinnati after col- 
lege to teach in a downtown elementary 
school during the day and attend the Salmon 
P. Chase College of Law at night. After com- 
pleting his law degree, STEVE opened his own 
neighborhood law practice, and his father 
worked as his assistant. 

Before he was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives, STEVE served as a Cincinnati 
City Council Member for five years, followed 
by a five-year term on the Hamilton County 
Board of Commissioners. When STEVE was 
elected to the U.S. House of Representatives 
in 1994, he was named to the influential For- 
eign Affairs, Judiciary, and Small Business 
Committees. In 2007, STEVE became the top 
Republican on the Small Business Committee, 
where he focused on permitting small busi- 
nesses to band together to obtain affordable 
health insurance for their workers. 

On the Judiciary Committee, STEVE served 
as chairman of the Subcommittee on the Con- 
stitution from 2001 to 2006, from which post 
he promoted proposals to amend the Constitu- 
tion to ban flag desecration, outlaw same-sex 
marriage, require a balanced budget, protect 
the rights of crime victims, and allow prayer 
and religious symbols to be displayed on pub- 
lic property. 

Consistently rated as one of the most pro- 
taxpayer members of Congress, STEVE was 
known as one of Congress's leading advo- 
cates for fiscal responsibility. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. | know his family, 
his wife, Donna; his two children; and his 
many friends and colleagues join me in hon- 
oring his accomplishments and extending 
thanks for his service over the years on behalf 
of the state of Ohio and the United States of 
America. 

STEVE will surely enjoy the well deserved 
time he now has to spend with his family and 
loved ones. | wish him the best of luck in all 
his future endeavors. 
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HONORING MR. THOMAS LITTRELL 
OF PLAINVILLE, KS 


HON. JERRY MORAN 


OF KANSAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, | 
rise today to recognize Thomas Littrell of 
Plainville, KS. This recognition is not just long 
overdue, it is 38 years overdue. Tom Littrell, 
like many Vietnam veterans, may not consider 
himself a hero. Today it is my privilege to 
share the story of an unsung hero, my friend 
and fellow Kansan, Tom Littrell. 

When Tom was sent to serve in Vietnam as 
a young soldier, he left behind his family and 
friends in Plainville and headed to a combat 
zone in Southeast Asia. As a member of the 
second platoon of the 919th Combat Engi- 
neers attached to the 11th Armored Calvary 
Regiment, Tom joined a new family—one 
forged by shared service in an unfamiliar terri- 
tory. 

He began his tour of duty by courageously 
volunteered as a driver of an APC tank. His 
fellow platoon member, Doug Giesige, de- 
scribes Tom’s job as “the most vulnerable a 
man could routinely do in our unit. Our en- 
emies would place their land mines on the 
side of the road that corresponded with the 
driver’s side of the track. Our drivers would be 
located directly over such explosions and as 
such, they would suffer the most casualties 
and injuries of any of us on these tracks. It 
was hard to demand that a man do this every 
day, thus all were doing this as willing volun- 
teers. It takes a special breed of man to do 
this job. Knowing that he was as vulnerable as 
you can be, day in and day out. They all tend- 
ed to be hard working and pretty hard nosed 
and reliable. Stubborn, actually.” 

Tom also served as a demolitionist and 
mine sweeper. He and his fellow soldiers ex- 
perienced ambush and encountered land 
mines regularly. During this time, Tom was in- 
volved in five incidents where his tank hit land- 
mines. While some soldiers were sent to the 
rear and treated for their injuries following 
such incidents, Tom was not. As driver of the 
tank, he knew the importance of his role. He 
was treated in the field for his injuries and 
went back to work. His sense of duty to his 
fellow soldiers meant more to him than his 
own comfort. As Doug Giesige recalled, “On 
April 2, 1970 our platoon was involved with a 
24-hour ordeal that cost us multiple injuries. 
The final action of the day involved our track 
hitting a mine and being the focus of an am- 
bush just after dark. All of us were blown off 
the track except Tom апа Lieutenant 
Livinggood. Sometime during the firefight, Tom 
went out after Staff Sergeant Russell under 
heavy fire and dragged him back to the track." 

Tom exemplified the best of those who 
Serve our country—sacrifice, courage, and 
bravery. Tom would tell you he was just doing 
his job when he served in Vietnam, but to the 
men he served with. it was more than that. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in recog- 
nizing Tom Littrell's courageous service today. 
We also acknowledge the support of his wife 
of 36 years, Charlotte, and their children, 
Jason, Amanda and Renee. And although it is 
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decades past its due, we offer a few simple 
words to Mr. Thomas Littrell of Plainville, KS. 
Thank you, my friend, thank you. 


EE 


RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
PHIL ENGLISH ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of the Hon- 
orable PHIL ENGLISH for his service to the peo- 
ple of Pennsylvania and the United States 
House of Representatives. Congressman 
ENGLISH has represented the Third Congres- 
sional District of the State of Pennsylvania for 
the past 14 years. 


A lifelong resident of Erie, Pennsylvania, 
PHIL graduated from the University of Pennsyl- 
vania in 1979. His interest in politics began 
when he was young. At just the age of 20, he 
served as an alternate delegate to the 1976 
Republican National Convention. 


PHIL began his career in public service as a 
legislative aide in the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly. In 1985, he was elected as Erie 
City Controller, the first Republican elected to 
citywide office in 20 years. After his term as 
controller, PHIL helped design the campaign 
for Rick Santorum’s upset win to the U.S. 
Senate. PHIL then served as chief of staff for 
then State Senator Melissa Hart until he ran 
for an open House seat in 1994. 


Known for his knowledge and experience 
with tax issues, PHIL was appointed to the 
powerful Ways and Means Committee in his 
first year in Congress, becoming the first 
freshman Republican appointed to the com- 
mittee in almost 30 years. 


Throughout his service to Pennsylvania and 
the United States, PHIL has fought hard for 
measures to increase the child tax credit, ac- 
celerate the reduction of income tax rates, en- 
courage household savings, eliminate the indi- 
vidual and corporate Alternative Minimum Tax 
(AMT), cut the capital gains tax rate, increase 
expensing limits for businesses making capital 
investments, and encourage American compa- 
nies operating overseas to reinvest in the 
United States. In the 110th Congress, PHIL be- 
came the ranking member on the Select Rev- 
enue Measures Subcommittee. 


Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. | know his fam- 
ily—his wife, Chris—and his many friends and 
colleagues join me in honoring his accomplish- 
ments and extending thanks for his service 
over the years on behalf of the State of Penn- 
sylvania and the United States of America. 

PHIL will surely enjoy the well deserved time 
he now has to spend with his family and loved 
ones. | wish him the best of luck in all his fu- 
ture endeavors. 
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TRIBUTE TO ROSALYN ANN LOWE 


HON. MARION BERRY 


OF ARKANSAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise here 
today to pay tribute to a dear friend, Rosalyn 
Ann Lowe. | am proud to recognize Mrs. Lowe 
in the United States Congress for her invalu- 
able contributions to our community, our State 
and our Nation. 

Mrs. Rosalyn Ann Lowe was born Nov. 8, 
1946, in Arkadelphia, Arkansas to W.A. "Red" 
and Sallie Mary Wingfield. She was a retired 
teacher and an active member of the Gillett, 
Arkansas United Methodist Church. Her death 
took a pillar of the community from us. She 
lived her life as a true example of how we 
should serve others. 

From high school students in her home eco- 
nomics class to her precious preschoolers, 
she positively influenced the lives of many 
children with loving guidance and patience. As 
a home economics teacher she used the op- 
portunity to teach and mentor her students to 
provide her real life lessons that would pre- 
pare them for the future. She had a special 
gift of making each child feel special and im- 
portant, which is one of many reasons she 
was an exceptional teacher. 

Mrs. Lowe was the kind of citizen every 
community wishes they had more of. She 
served the city under a mayor and city council 
who had a vision for our small farming town 
during a transitional time in our community. 
Because she believed it was the right thing to 
do she was an active part of the leadership 
that brought positive changes to Gillett, Arkan- 
sas. 

As we recall Mrs. Lowe's exceptional ca- 
reer, we find her accomplishments as a teach- 
er pale only in comparison to her strong devo- 
tion to her family, her church, her community 
and our nation. On behalf of Congress, 1 offer 
my friend, Rosalyn Ann Lowe my deepest ap- 
preciation and gratitude for her tireless dedica- 
tion and service to the children of Arkansas. 
We are grateful for the time she spent with us. 
Most importantly, we are all better people be- 
cause of the time she spent with us. She was 
a great friend who will be missed by many. 


— Á— M 


RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
ROBIN HAYES ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of the Hon- 
orable ROBIN HAYES for his service to the peo- 
ple of North Carolina and the United States 
House of Representatives. Congressman 
HAYES has represented the Eighth Congres- 
sional District of the State of North Carolina 
for the past 10 years. 

Born and raised in Concord, North Carolina, 
ROBIN graduated from Duke University with a 
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degree in history. Throughout college, ROBIN 
worked at his family-run textile business, but 
after graduation, he ventured out on his own, 
eventually moving his family to Alaska to run 
a freight business. He later returned home and 
bought a small air charter business as well as 
a hosiery mill. 

RoBIN's start in politics came as a Concord 
alderman, a post he held for three years. He 
ran successfully for a seat in the state House 
and was later elected Republican Whip. 

Elected to Congress in 1998, ROBIN was 
named to the Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture, Armed Services, and Agriculture Commit- 
tees, and is currently the top ranking Repub- 
lican on the Livestock, Dairy and Poultry Sub- 
committee. From his seat on the House Agri- 
culture Committee, ROBIN has earned a rep- 
utation as one of Congress’s staunchest de- 
fenders of tobacco—an industry vital to North 
Carolina’s economy. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. | know his family, 
his wife of 40 years, Barbara; his two children, 
Winslow and Bob; and his many friends and 
colleagues join me in honoring his accomplish- 
ments and extending thanks for his service 
over the years on behalf of the State of North 
Carolina and the United States of America. 

ROBIN will surely enjoy the well deserved 
time he now has to spend with his family and 
loved ones. | wish him the best of luck in all 
his future endeavors. 


EE 


DR. SHANNON HARVEY 
HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 


OF WASHINGTON 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in recognition of a principal in the 8th 
District of Washington, Dr. Shannon Harvey, 
who earned the National Educator Award from 
the Milken Family Foundation and a prize of 
$25,000 for showing exceptional educational 
talent and great leadership. The prize was 
awarded to her in October, and she was the 
only educator in Washington to receive the 
distinction. 

Dr. Harvey is the principal at Cascade Ele- 
mentary School in Renton, WA, and has been 
since 2004. She started at Cascade as a 
teacher and has worked with the district for 16 
years. Under her leadership, Cascade in- 
volved community leaders and parents in de- 
veloping a comprehensive learning environ- 
ment that benefited students and teachers. 
She instituted such innovative ideas as giving 
her staff more time for professional develop- 
ment and posting test scores on a wall within 
the school for teachers and students alike to 
track academic progress. 

The overall effect of Dr. Harvey's efforts has 
led to a wonderful balance of teacher interven- 
tion and student independence. Outside of 
clear anecdotal effects, her changes have led 
to a large jump in students' test scores on the 
Washington Assessment of Student Learning. 
When Dr. Harvey began as principal, 48 per- 
cent of students at Cascade were passing the 
reading portion of the test. Now, the percent- 
age has jumped to 81. 
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When Dr. Harvey learned she won the 
award, she was quoted in the Seattle Times 
as saying, "It seems unfair to be honored for 
something | love." Dr. Harvey truly possesses 
a servant's heart, and | believe it is appro- 
priate for this body to acknowledge her self- 
less dedication to the future leaders of Amer- 
ica. 


EEE 


TRIBUTE TO SPECIAL AGENT 
SAMUEL K. HICKS 


HON. MIKE ROGERS 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. ROGERS of Michigan. Madam Speaker, 
| rise today to honor the life of Special Agent 
Samuel K. Hicks, who was tragically killed in 
the line of duty on November 19. Throughout 
his career as a law, enforcement officer and 
special agent with the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, Samuel Hicks served his country 
with honor. He will be remembered for his in- 
tegrity, bravery, and firm commitment to pro- 
tecting the people of the United States of 
America. 

First and foremost, Special Agent Hicks was 
a devoted father and loving husband. His 
commitment to law enforcement was sur- 
passed only by his unmatched love for his 
family. My thoughts and prayers are with his 
wife Brooke and son Noah, as well as his en- 
tire family during this difficult time. 

Special Agents Hicks was born and raised 
in Somerset, PA, and after graduating from 
the University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown, he 
went on to graduate from the Baltimore Police 
Academy in 2002. He began his distinguished 
law enforcement career in the Southwestern 
District and remained there until 2005, when 
he was assigned to the organized crime divi- 
sion. Eventually, Special Agent Hicks went on 
to fulfill his lifelong dream of becoming an FBI 
agent in 2007, serving on the FBI’s Joint Ter- 
rorism Task Force in Pittsburgh. He quickly 
proved to be an exceptional special agent. 

Special Agent Hicks’ life was dedicated to 
serving others—whether it be as an Eagle 
Scout, member of the Pennsylvania National 
Guard, or eventually a world-class law en- 
forcement officer. His strong character and 
giving heart were recognized by everyone 
around him—from instructors at the FBI Acad- 
emy in Quantico, VA, to fellow Agents on the 
Pittsburgh Joint Terrorism Task Force. A gifted 
leader, Special Agent Hicks was dedicated to 
public service. He gave his life to ensure that 
others could live without fear of violence or 
harm. For that, he is most certainly a hero for 
which this country is eternally grateful. 

Throughout his career, Special Agent Hicks 
exemplified the FBI’s motto of Fidelity, Brav- 
ery, and Integrity by serving and protecting the 
citizens of the United States. As a former spe- 
cial agent, | know he will be sorely missed by 
all those with whom he served. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in honoring and celebrating the life of one 
of our Nation’s finest, Samuel K. Hicks, for his 
model service to United States law enforce- 
ment and his commitment to his country. He 
is truly deserving of America’s respect and ad- 
miration. 
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HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
JAMES WILLIAM McFARLAND 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, the state of 
Alabama recently lost a dear friend, and | rise 
today to honor James William McFarland and 
pay tribute to his memory. 

Born and raised in Tuscaloosa, Bill grad- 
uated from Tuscaloosa High School and grad- 
uated with honors with a bachelors degree 
from the University of Alabama in Commerce 
and Business Administration. He was named 
outstanding real estate graduate by the Ala- 
bama Association of Realtors. 

After graduation, Bill served as director of 
real estate for Winn Dixie Stores Incorporated 
in the Louisville, Kentucky division. In 1973, 
he returned to Tuscaloosa as vice president of 
Ward McFarland Incorporated, a real estate 
development and investment firm founded by 
his father, the Honorable Ward Wharton 
McFarland. 

In 1986, Bill was the Republican Nominee 
for the U.S. House of Representatives for the 
Seventh District of Alabama. The following 
year, former Governor Guy Hunt appointed Bill 
to his cabinet as commissioner of the Ala- 
bama Department of Mental Health and Retar- 
dation. During his two years as commissioner, 
Bill was successful in pushing for the passage 
of a $1 million bond for mental health, the 
largest in state history. The bond issue en- 
abled mental health facilities throughout Ala- 
bama to renovate their facilities and improve 
their quality of care. 

Bill was also a founding member of the 
Southern High-Speed Rail Commission, and 
he served numerous terms as chairman, vice- 
chairman, and secretary/treasurer of the Ala- 
bama, Louisiana, and Mississippi Rapid Rail 
Transit Commission. Bill played a key role in 
inaugurating the Gulf Coast Limited Amtrak 
Service, which provided service to Alabama. 

Bill was also active in state politics. He 
served as chairman for three terms of the Tus- 
caloosa County Republican Executive Com- 
mittee. He served as a member of the Ala- 
bama State Republican Executive Committee, 
including one term as seventh district vice- 
chairman of the Alabama Republican Party. 
Bill was elected alternate delegate to the 1988 
Republican National Convention and was 
elected statewide as delegate to the 1992 Re- 
publican National Convention, at which Presi- 
dent George H.W. Bush appointed him as a 
floor leader for the Southern Caucus. 

Bill was an officer in the United States 
Coast Guard Auxiliary. Alabama Governors 
George C. Wallace, Guy Hunt, and Jim Fol- 
som Jr. each appointed Bill as Lieutenant 
Colonel Aide-de-Camp. He was also ap- 
pointed by former U.S. Representative Jack 
Kemp as a member of the United States Con- 
gressional Advisory Board. Bill also worked 
with the Volunteers of America of Alabama, 
most recently serving as president. Bill served 
on the Shelton State Foundation, Friends of 
Bryce Hospital, as well as other leadership po- 
sitions with various other community and civic 
organizations. 
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Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering a dedicated community 
leader and friend to many throughout south 
Alabama. James William McFarland will be 
dearly missed by his family—his son, J.W. 
"Billy" McFarland Jr. and his wife, Sarah; his 
daughter, Mimi McFarland Cawood and her 
husband, Joseph; his brother, Ward Morrow 
McFarland; and his nephew, Ward Weston 
McFarland—as well as the countless friends 
he leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
during this difficult time. 


TRIBUTE TO SUSAN FEISTNER 
HON. LEE TERRY 


OF NEBRASKA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
honor the accomplishments of Susan Feistner. 
Susie recently celebrated 10 years of service 
in my Omaha Congressional Office. She is a 
dedicated servant to the Second Congres- 
sional District of Nebraska. She works hard 
and deserves accolades. 

Susan Feistner serves as my Assistant Dis- 
trict Director and Senior Constituent Liaison in 
my Omaha Congressional Office. Susie han- 
dles immigration issues, and this is no small 
task. Over the years, she has muddled 
through mounds of paperwork to find solutions 
for people and in many cases has reunited 
families, helped with adoptions of foreign-born 
children and obtained last-minute visas and 
passports. She has also referred people to at- 
torneys for help in becoming legal citizens, 
and she has helped many constituents navi- 
gate through the tangle of U.S. Immigration 
laws. Her tireless service has made a dif- 
ference in thousands of lives. 

Over the years, Susie has also been active 
in Republican Party politics and has worked 
for candidates up and down and the ballot. 
Her involvement in our political process is 
much appreciated by me and the many others 
she has supported. She has also been a 
steadying hand in my District Office and has 
acted as Molly Lloyd's deputy when needed. 
Her continuity has been a big plus for our 
staff. 

Susie, today | offer you a heartfelt thank 
you. Thank you for your dedication. | am ex- 
tremely proud of your contributions over the 
past 10 years. | am blessed to have such a 
professional and hard working individual on 
my team. Without your help and guidance, | 
would not be where | am today. It is a privi- 
lege and an honor to have you on my staff 
Thank you again. 


ee 


HONORING THE MEMORY OF 
LAMBERT C. MIMS 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, the city of 
Mobile and the state of Alabama recently lost 
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a dear friend, and | rise today to honor former 
Mayor Lambert C. Mims and pay tribute to his 
memory. 

With a public career spanning two decades, 
Mayor Mims's tenure in office marked a period 
of significant growth for the city of Mobile, in- 
cluding the completion of the George C. Wal- 
lace tunnels and the Interstate 10 Bayway, the 
opening of the restored Fort Conde, the Ten- 
nessee-Tombigbee Waterway, and the first oil 
well in Mobile Bay. 

Born in the small farming town of Uriah in 
south Monroe County, Mayor Mims grew up 
on a cotton farm and was no stranger to hard 
work. He moved to Mobile at the age of 19 
and had called the city home ever since. In 
1965, he was elected to the Mobile City Com- 
mission, becoming the youngest commissioner 
in Mobile's history. When first elected, he 
served as Public Works Commissioner. The 
commission rotated the title of mayor every 16 
months and, during his tenure as mayor and 
commissioner, he made public morality the 
foundation of his administration, including the 
passage of an anti-pornography regulation. 

After leaving office, then-Governor George 
C. Wallace appointed Mayor Mims as ambas- 
sador to the Alabama Waterways Develop- 
ment Agency. He later served as president of 
the American Public Works Association and 
the Alabama League of Municipalities. 

A long-time member and deacon at River- 
side Baptist Church, Mayor Mims served as 
president of the Alabama Baptist Brotherhood, 
the Alabama Baptist State Convention, the 
Mobile Baptist Association, and the Masonic 
Breakfast Club. He was a member of the Aza- 
lea Masonic Lodge #898 F & AM, the Abba 
Temple Shrine, West Mobile Kiwanis Club, the 
CBMC and served as president of the Water- 
front Rescue Mission Advisory Board. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in remembering a dedicated community 
leader and friend to many throughout south 
Alabama. Lambert C. Mims will be dearly 
missed by his family—his wife, Reecie; his 
sons, Dale P. Mims and L. Daniel Mims; his 
grandchildren, Lindsay C. Mims and Katie E. 
Mims; and his brother, Bibb Graves Mims—as 
well as the countless friends he leaves behind. 

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all 
during this difficult time. 


CYPRUS 
HON. GUS M. BILIRAKIS 


OF FLORIDA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today as a member of the House Committee 
on Foreign Affairs and co-chair of the Con- 
gressional Caucus on Hellenic Issues to shed 
light on disheartening developments that have 
taken place recently off the coast of the Re- 
public of Cyprus. 

On November 13 of this year, a Turkish 
warship issued threats to two foreign flagged 
maritime vessels conducting an exploratory 
survey at the request of the Government of 
Cyprus, within its exclusive economic zone, 
EEZ. The Turkish warship claimed that these 
vessels had entered into Turkey's EEZ. Fear- 
ing retaliation, the exploratory ships withdrew. 
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However, at the time of this threat, these two 
ships had been located 27 miles off the coast 
of Cyprus, which is included within its EEZ 
boundaries. 

In addition to this most recent incident, Tur- 
key has used the waters of the Republic of 
Cyprus to conduct military exercises numerous 
times. Furthermore, even after Cyprus's Per- 
manent Representative to the United Nations, 
Minas Hadjimichael, and President of the Re- 
public of Cyprus, Demetris Christofias, notified 
the U.N. Secretary-General of the November 
13th Turkish provocation, Turkish warships 
continue to harass ships within Cyprus's EEZ. 

Turkey's recent violations of international 
maritime law not only jeopardize the possibility 
for the re-unification of Cyprus, but they also 
endanger global security. In just one month, 
Turkey is to become a non-permanent mem- 
ber of the U.N. Security Council, the same 
governing body that has frequently denounced 
Turkey's disregard for Cyprus's sovereignty. If 
Turkey violates the conditions to which it 
agreed when it joined the United Nations as 
they pertain to Cyprus—conditions that man- 
date each Member State's respect for the sov- 
ereignty of all States—who is to say that it will 
not violate its obligation to any other nation, 
including the United States? For Turkey to 
threaten the Republic of Cyprus—a nation that 
has been a staunch supporter of the United 
States and one that has been an unwavering 
ally in the Global War on Terror—is disturbing. 
The United States cannot simply remain silent 
and watch these provocative acts take place. 

Madam Speaker, enough is enough. | en- 
courage my colleagues to join me in con- 
demning Turkey's blatant and repeated acts of 
aggression against the Republic of Cyprus 
and to demand that Turkey abide by the provi- 
sions to which it agreed when it joined the 
United Nations, provisions that the Republic of 
Cyprus has continually observed with pride. 


EE ÉÉ 


RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
JOE KNOLLENBERG ON THE OC- 
CASION OF HIS RETIREMENT 
FROM THE U.S. HOUSE OF REP- 
RESENTATIVES 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of the Hon- 
orable JOE KNOLLENBERG for his service to the 
people of Michigan and the United States 
House of Representatives. Congressman 
KNOLLENBERG has represented the Ninth Con- 
gressional District of the State of Michigan for 
the past 16 years. 

Born and raised in Mattoon, Illinois, JOE is 
a graduate of East Illinois University. After 
serving in the Army for 2 years, he moved to 
the Detroit area in 1959 to work as an Allstate 
Insurance agent and eventually opened his 
own branch office. 

JOE quickly became a familiar face in his 
community serving as PTA president, home- 
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owner association president and parish leader. 
He also chaired the Oakland County GOP or- 
ganization and directed the campaign of Re- 
publican Representative William S. Broomfield 
in 1992. 

Elected to the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives in 1992, JOE has served as chairman of 
three House Appropriations subcommittees 
during his tenure. He currently serves as the 
ranking member of the Appropriations Sub- 
committee on Transportation and Housing and 
Urban Development. 

An ardent supporter of auto manufacturers, 
an integral part of Michigan’s economy, JOE 
authored legislation that cracked down on 
counterfeiters who make fraudulent automotive 
parts that cost Americans thousands of jobs in 
the automotive industry. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. | know his family, 
his wife of 45 years, Sandie; his two sons, 
Marty and Steve; and his many friends and 
colleagues join me in honoring his accomplish- 
ments and extending thanks for his service 
over the years on behalf of the State of Michi- 
gan and the United States of America. 

JOE will surely enjoy the well deserved time 
he now has to spend with his family and loved 
ones. | wish him the best of luck in all his fu- 
ture endeavors. 


EE 


INTRODUCTION OF Н.К. 7330 THE 
“COLLEGE FOOTBALL PLAYOFF 
ACT OF 2008" 


HON. JOE BARTON 


OF TEXAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BARTON of Texas. Madam Speaker, 
the Energy and Commerce Committee is vest- 
ed with the responsibility for overseeing 
Sports, and that includes the current process 
for determining a national college football 
champion: the BCS system. College football is 
more than an exhilarating sport, it's a billion- 
dollar business. Im introducing legislation 
today because despite every effort to fix the 
problems of BCS, college seasons still end in 
sniping and controversy, rather than clear win- 
ners and losers determined on the field. 

The BCS system was created to identify a 
broadly accepted national champion, but 50 
percent of the time it has failed to do so. Most 
coaches who lose half their games would also 
lose their jobs. Yet that's what we settle for in 
determining a champion today. 

The BCS system of determining America's 
top collegiate team was established in 1998 
and has been plagued by controversy almost 
ever since. In some years the sport's national 
championship winner was left unsettled, and 
at least one school was left out of the many 
millions of dollars in revenue that accompany 
the title. Despite repeated efforts to improve 
the system, the controversy rages on. 

In the 2003 season, the University of Okla- 
homa and Louisiana State University were se- 
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lected to play in the title game, even though 
the University of Southern California arguably 
had an equal claim. LSU beat Oklahoma and 
USC also won its bowl game, leaving both 
schools claiming to be national champions and 
further chafing millions of college football fans, 
especially USC alumni. As a direct result of 
LSU's selection by BCS, the schools mer- 
chandise sales in both 2003 and 2004 were 
more than double previous levels, producing 
millions of dollars in additional revenue for the 
school. 


In the 2004 season, again three equally 
qualified and, in this case, undefeated 
teams—Auburn, Oklahoma and USC—fought 
for the two slots in the title game, which once 
again produced an uneven outcome as USC 
defeated Oklahoma handily. Auburn won its 
game, but had no opportunity to play for a na- 
tional championship and the millions of dollars 
that accompany it. 


This year, we again have two teams with 
one loss each playing for the “championship” 
while two undefeated teams and four addi- 
tional teams with only one loss will play in 
bowl games, but none can become “cham- 
pion.” 

The distinction of being the best brings mil- 
lions of dollars in revenue, but the BCS meth- 
od of determining who is number one consist- 
ently misfires. When we held our first hearing 
on BCS in 2005, | didn’t have legislation in 
mind, and | hoped none would be necessary. 
Simply exposing the flaws and subjecting 
them to discussion, however, hasn’t led to im- 
provement by those who run the system. 


The legislation | am introducing along with 
Congressmen BOBBY RUSH and MICHAEL 
McCAUL recognizes the flaws of this system. 
Consumers, whether the millions who watch 
the game on TV or the lucky few who pay for 
a ticket to the computer-designated “cham- 
pionship” game, are being deceived. The BCS 
championship game is not a championship 
game under any sensible interpretation of the 
manner in which sports champions are deter- 
mined. 

The legislation we are introducing today will 
prohibit the marketing, promotion, and adver- 
tising of a post-season game as a “national 
championship” football game, unless it is the 
result of a playoff system. Violations of the 
prohibition will be treated as violations of the 
Federal Trade Commission Act as an unfair or 
deceptive act or practice, and provides the 
FTC with civil penalty authority. 


The legislation does not specify the details 
of the playoff system; rather, it ensures that 
that all Division 1, Football Bowl Subdivision, 
teams should be initially eligible at the start of 
every season. The existing bowl structure 
could easily be incorporated into or as the 
basis for such a playoff system. 


We're never going to abolish all controversy, 
and who'd really want to be rid of it, anyway? 
People will argue about who should be in and 
out of playoffs, too, but | am confident when 
more of the most deserving teams can com- 
pete, a true national champion is much likelier 
to emerge. 
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RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
JON PORTER ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of the Hon- 
orable JON PORTER for his service to the peo- 
ple of Nevada and the United States House of 
Representatives. Congressman PORTER has 
represented the Third Congressional District of 
the State of Nevada for the past 6 years. 


Born and raised in Fort Dodge, lowa, JON 
attended Briar Cliff College in Sioux City, 
lowa, majoring in Theology. JON later moved 
to Henderson, Nevada, to begin his profes- 
sional career as a small business owner with 
the Farmers Insurance Group. JON's political 
career began with his election to the Boulder 
City City Council їп 1983. Immediately fol- 
lowing his term on the City Council, JON was 
elected mayor of Boulder City in 1987 and 
went on to serve in the Nevada State Senate. 
He was elected to the U.S. House of Rep- 
resentatives in 2002, becoming the first Rep- 
resentative of the newly created Third Con- 
gressional District. 


Appointed to the powerful Ways and Means 
Committee at the beginning of the 110th Con- 
gress, JON used this post to influence revenue 
legislation affecting the gaming and tourism in- 
dustries which are the backbone of Nevada's 
economy. He also worked to shed light on 
travel requirements in order to facilitate easier 
travel to and from the United States in order 
to boost tourism to the Third District. 


Education has also been a priority of JON's. 
Working with John Walsh, child advocate and 
host of America's Most Wanted, JON intro- 
duced legislation mandating criminal back- 
ground checks for teachers in States that had 
not previously required them. The House 
passed bill was later enacted as part of the 
larger Adam Walsh Child Protection Act. 


JON is also a founding member of the “Sec- 
ond Amendments," a bipartisan band of con- 
gressional Members that plays for various 
charities in Washington. The band has also 
traveled to lraq playing for the troops at 
Christmas. 


Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. | know his family, 
his children, J. Chris and Nicole, as well as his 
many friends and colleagues join me in hon- 
oring his accomplishments and extending 
thanks for his service over the years on behalf 
of the State of Nevada and the United States 
of America. 


JON will surely enjoy the well deserved time 
he now has to spend with his family and loved 
ones. | wish him the best of luck in all his fu- 
ture endeavors. 


EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


IN RECOGNITION OF AM 560 KWTO 
RADIO'S 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
SERVING SOUTHWEST MISSOURI 


HON. ROY BLUNT 


OF MISSOURI 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BLUNT. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor an Ozarks institution—KWTO Radio. 
AM 560 KWTO will celebrate its 75th anniver- 
sary of continuous service to Southwest Mis- 
souri providing music, news and information. 
On Christmas Day 1933, broadcast pioneer 
Ralph Foster brought KWTO to life with its first 
broadcast from the old Chamber of Commerce 
Building on St. Louis Street in Springfield. 

Foster decided that KWTO's hallmark would 
be to provide the highest quality news, weath- 
er, farm reports and entertainment to its lis- 
teners and dubbed the station's call letters 
"Keep Watching the Ozarks." Adherence to 
that tradition has kept KWTO the region's 
longest continuously operating radio station. 

75 years is a long time to keep any busi- 
ness going. By hiring great talent in broad- 
casting and entertainment, Foster amassed an 
amazing group of artists and journalists that 
would become well known and trusted names 
in radio. Floyd Sullivan, Bill Bailey and C.C. 
Williford, who was widely known as one of the 
nation's best weathermen, filled the region's 
airwaves from the 1930s. 

Another group of broadcasters were also 
laying the foundation for what would become 
"the Golden Age" of entertainment on KWTO 
AM. Slim Wilson, George Earl and Bill Ring 
were the showmen that Foster and associate 
Si Simon used to launch and develop pro- 
gramming that would take a weekly “hillbilly 
variety" program and turned it into one of tele- 
visions early sensations. 

KWTO's Korn's-A-Krackin', which began air- 
ing during World War II and continued into the 
1960s, was picked up nationally by the Mutual 
Broadcast System. In July 1954, KWTO be- 
came part of American broadcast history when 
the KWTO Barn Dance program was re- 
vamped for the brand new medium and 
named The Ozarks Jubilee. This live program 
broadcast from Springfield was an early TV hit 
(1955 to 1960 on ABC). 

KWTO, which also produced the Ozarks 
Country Jubilee, and its television cousin used 
local artists like Wilson, Red Foley, Mother 
Maybelle Carter and the Carter Family, John- 
ny Cash, Porter Waggoner, Les Paul, Brenda 
Lee and a guitar player named Chet Atkins. 
These were staff musicians hired to perform 
live on KWTO from the 1930s through 1950s 
well before they established iconic careers in 
country music that led many to Country Music 
Hall of Fame and/or the Grand Ole Opry dec- 
ades later. 

Other notables broadcasting for KWTO at 
the start of their careers: 

Charles McCord, from the nationally syn- 
dicated Don Imus Show, and whose grand- 
mother, May Kennedy McCord, was also a 
KWTO broadcaster during the 40s and 50s. 

Jim Bohannon, now nationally syndicated 
and a member of the Radio Broadcaster Hall 
of Fame, was a news reporter at KWTO. 

Les Garvin, creator of MTV. 
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While not originating his program from 
KWTO, Ralph Foster’s close friend Paul Har- 
vey frequently broadcasted live from the 
KWTO studio. 

More contemporary alums from KWTO now 
hold important positions in business, education 
and broadcasting including Greene County 
Clerk Richard Struckhoff, President of the St. 
Johns Foundation Mike Peters, and Vice 
President of University Advancement at Mis- 
souri State University Brent Dunn, just to 
name a few. 

KWTO has long provided vital information to 
its family of listeners on local and world 
events. Its where Ozarkers learned on a cold 
December morning about the attack on Pearl 
Harbor and heard President Roosevelt’s re- 
sponse a day later. KWTO was also the 
source for news of the surrender of the Impe- 
rial Japanese Armed Forces. Its broadcasters 
reported the shocking news of President Roo- 
sevelt’s death as well as the elation of Presi- 
dent Harry Truman’s surprise win in 1948. 
KWTO was home to the Lone Ranger and 
many other radio favorites for generations. 

KWTO’s commitment to community involve- 
ment has also been an integral part of its mis- 
sion to enhance the quality of life for its lis- 
teners. There was “free ride day” that started 
as a charity event cosponsored with the Sal- 
vation Army at the Ozark Empire Fair and the 
hugely successful KWTO Christmas Parties 
held at the Shrine Mosque that drew crowds 
so large some people had to be turned away. 

Local news has always been a critical part 
of KWTO’s commitment to the region. Report- 
ing on a wide range of social, political, law en- 
forcement, and events that marked and 
shaped the area was a mainstay of everyday 
programming. In more recent years, the 
KWTO microphones have been opened to the 
public for talk show programming that gives 
voice to a range of opinions. 

This Christmas Day AM 560 KWTO Radio 
will celebrate its 75th year of operations and 
its continuing dedication to serving the Ozarks. 
| wish KWTO and its current owner Kenneth 
Myer continued success and many more years 
of “Keep Watching the Ozarks.” 


Ee 


RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
MARILYN MUSGRAVE ON THE 
OCCASION OF HER RETIREMENT 
FROM THE U.S. HOUSE OF REP- 
RESENTATIVES 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of the Hon- 
orable MARILYN MUSGRAVE for her service to 
the people of Colorado and the United States 
House of Representatives. Congresswoman 
MUSGRAVE has represented the Fourth Con- 
gressional District of the State of Colorado for 
the past six years. 

Born and raised in Weld County, Colorado, 
MARILYN cleaned houses and waited tables to 
earn a degree from Colorado State University. 
She married her high school sweetheart, 
Steve, during college and taught school for 
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several years before deciding to stay home to 
raise their four children. MARILYN and her hus- 
band have owned and operated a farm equip- 
ment business in Eastern Colorado for over 20 
years. 

In 1990, MARILYN won her first election to 
the Morgan County School Board. Two years 
later, she was elected to the Colorado House 
of Representatives, and in 1996, she was 
elected to the state Senate. 

Elected to Congress in 2002, MARILYN 
quickly stood out from her peers. She was 
named by Newsweek magazine as the “Rising 
Star’ in the House and the National Journal 
referenced her as one of two freshman con- 
gressmen to watch. She is probably most 
known as the chief House sponsor of a pro- 
posed constitutional amendment banning 
same-sex marriage. 

In the U.S. House of Representatives, 
MARILYN has upheld her strong conservative 
views as a vocal member of the Republican 
Study Committee Caucus as well as founder 
of the Congressional Second Amendment 
Caucus. She served on the Small Business 
Committee and as chairwoman of the Sub- 
committee on Workforce, Empowerment, and 
Government Programs. 

As the top-ranking Republican on the Agri- 
culture Committee's Specialty Crops Sub- 
committee, MARILYN served as a member of 
the Farm Bill conference committee, where 
she was a leading voice in the crafting of the 
legislation. She worked to obtain nearly $3 bil- 
lion in emergency funding for farmers and 
ranchers who have been plagued by a mul- 
titude of natural disasters over the past six 
years. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. | know her family, 
her husband, Steve; her four children, Chad, 
Becky, Amy, and John; and her many friends 
and colleagues join me in honoring her ac- 
complishments and extending thanks for her 
service over the years on behalf of the State 
of Colorado and the United States of America. 

MARILYN will surely enjoy the well deserved 
time she now has to spend with her family and 
loved ones. | wish her the best of luck in all 
her future endeavors. 


TRIBUTE TO LEE BASS 


HON. MARION BERRY 


OF ARKANSAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise here 
today to pay tribute to a dear friend, Mr. Lee 
Bass. His successes are many, but it is his 
unabashed willingness to serve Arkansas that 
demands recognition. | am proud to honor Lee 
Bass for his 34 years of federal service as 
Chief of the Operations Division of the Little 
Rock Army Corps of Engineers. 

Mr. Bass holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Arkansas 
and has completed postgraduate courses from 
the University of Arkansas, University of Den- 
ver and the University of Santa Clara. 

Bass is recognized as a leader throughout 
the Corps of Engineers and has received nu- 
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merous performance awards in a variety of 
jobs and districts. He received two Hammer 
Awards from the Office of the Vice President 
of the United States and was once recognized 
as Civilian of the Year. His staff nominated 
him for Federal Manager of the Year in Arkan- 
sas, which he won. He was recognized and in- 
ducted into the Arkansas Academy of Civil En- 
gineers. He is a past president and regional 
director of the State Chapter of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers. He was the chapter 
director of the Arkansas Society of Profes- 
sional Engineers, and served in various offices 
of the Razorback Post of the Society of Amer- 
ican Military Engineers. 

Lee Bass's career has numerous milestones 
but he will be remembered most for his dedi- 
cation to excellence and his vision of serving 
the Army Corps and his employees to the best 
of his ability. His wide-ranging experience in 
civil works activities far exceeded the norm 
and has allowed the region to plan, build and 
operate many water management projects in 
the Arkansas. 

On behalf of the Congress, | extend deep 
appreciation to Lee Bass for his decades of 
leadership and his dedication to the area's in- 
frastructure. We salute his efforts that have 
made Arkansas' waterways safe and efficient 
and we thank him for making our state and 
nation a better place to work, live and raise a 
family. 
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RECOGNIZING ACTS OF COMPAS- 
SION AND THE SUPPORT OF A 
COMMUNITY 


HON. JERRY MORAN 


OF KANSAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. MORAN of Kansas. Madam Speaker, 
make no mistake about it: what we do in this 
chamber, the decisions we make as Members 
of Congress, have far-reaching implications for 
the Americans we represent and people 
around the world. | sometimes worry, though, 
that citizens look first to government to solve 
problems rather than searching within them- 
selves for the power to make a difference. I'd 
like to share with you a story about one family 
that proves the way we change the world hap- 
pens one person at a time. 

Over the last several months, | have had 
the privilege of assisting a professor and his 
family attempt to make our world a better 
place. Dr. John Simmons, a life sciences in- 
structor at Barton County Community College 
їп Great Bend, Kansas, and his wife Lori, 
along with their four biological children, will 
travel to Ethiopia at the end of this month to 
adopt two orphaned sisters. 

Famine, AIDS, and other diseases have cre- 
ated a sad situation in Ethiopia where 25 per- 
cent of the children are orphaned by age 12. 
While orphanages do their best to provide for 
these children and see that young girls and 
boys have a bright future, what these children 
really need is a mom and dad who will care 
for them as their own. Few acts are more gen- 
erous and loving than welcoming another as 
part of one's own family. | have great respect 
for the Simmonses and all those who choose 
to adopt. 
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While adopting 2 young girls is alone com- 
mendable, what sets John and Lori apart is 
their effort to serve other children at the or- 
phanage and involve the Great Bend commu- 
nity in that mission. 

This summer, John launched a fundraising 
effort to feed and clothe children at the or- 
phanage, purchase humanitarian supplies and 
pay for their shipping costs. John's goal of 
raising $10,000 was accomplished primarily by 
selling "Barton to Africa" t-shirts for $30 each. 
The shirts were printed with "Barton" in Ethio- 
pia's official language on the front and a map 
of the United States on the back with a star 
in the center of the country, marking Barton 
County, Kansas. John even created more ex- 
citement for the fundraiser by promising to 
shave his head if the community helped him 
reach his goal by November 8. 

After nearly 5 months of speaking with civic 
clubs, church members, neighbors, colleagues 
and students, John exceeded his fundraising 
goal and at halftime of a Barton County Com- 
munity College basketball game, he and Bar- 
ton County Community College Admissions 
Representative Louie Ochoa had their heads 
shaved. 

| imagine most people would rest on such 
an accomplishment. But, John dreams of 
more. It is his hope that the trip to Ethiopia 
this month will be the beginning of a long-last- 
ing relationship between Ethiopians and the 
citizens of Great Bend who joined him in his 
effort. John envisions providing orphans with 
educational opportunities at Barton County 
Community College. Doing so would not only 
offer disadvantaged children a brighter future 
but also further facilitate relationships between 
Kansans and Ethiopians. 

John's fundraising effort raised awareness 
about the needs of others in a far corner of 
the world. It galvanized the community around 
a common goal and showed that when people 
work together, there is no limit on what can be 
accomplished. 

| rise today to commend and congratulate 
John and Lori Simmons, their family and the 
citizens of Great Bend. Their compassion and 
effort will help make the lives of orphaned chil- 
dren in Ethiopia better. 


ee 


RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
CHRIS SHAYS ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of the Hon- 
orable CHRISTOPHER SHAYS for his service to 
the people of Connecticut and the United 
States House of Representatives. Congress- 
man SHAYS has represented the Fourth Con- 
gressional District of the state of Connecticut 
for the past 22 years. 

Born in the city of Darien, CHRIS is a lifelong 
resident of the state of Connecticut, attending 
school at Principia College where he received 
his bachelor of arts in American history and 


December 10, 2008 


political science. Following college, CHRIS and 
his wife, Betsi, spent two years in the Fiji Is- 
lands as Peace Corps volunteers. CHRIS later 
attended New York University where he re- 
ceived his master of business administration in 
1974, specializing in urban affairs and eco- 
nomics, followed by his master of public ad- 
ministration in 1978. 

CHRIS began his political career at the age 
of 29 in the Connecticut State House of Rep- 
resentatives, serving from 1975 to 1987. In 
1987, CHRIS was elected to the U.S. House of 
Representatives by a special election to fill the 
seat of the late Stewart McKinney. During his 
long career in Congress, CHRIS has served on 
the Financial Services Committee, the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security, as well as the 
Committee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form, where he is the ranking member of the 
Subcommittee on National Security and For- 
eign Affairs. 

Known as a “maverick” and an “inde- 
pendent thinker," one of his most well-known 
legislative accomplishments is probably the 
Shays-Meehan bill, which was signed into law 
as the Bipartisan Campaign Reform Act of 
2002. In his work on the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform, CHRIS played a 
key role during the debate to create the new 
Department of Homeland Security. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. | know his family, 
his wife, Betsi; his daughter, Jeramy; and his 
many friends and colleagues join me in hon- 
oring his accomplishments and extending 
thanks for his service over the years on behalf 
of the state of Connecticut and the United 
States of America. 

CHRIS will surely enjoy the well deserved 
time he now has to spend with his family and 
loved ones. | wish him the best of luck in all 
his future endeavors. 
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RECOGNIZING THE “HELPING OUR 
HEROES FOUNDATION" 


HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 


OF GUAM 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Ms. BORDALLO. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today to recognize the Helping Our Heroes 
Foundation (HOHF) for its many accomplish- 
ments, and their volunteers for their support of 
our servicemembers and their families. 

The Helping Our Heroes Foundation, found- 
ed in October of 2004, is preparing to con- 
clude its mission at the end of this year. Over 
the past four years, the Helping Our Heroes 
Foundation has provided funding and services 
and organized volunteers in support of 
servicemembers injured in Operation Enduring 
Freedom and Operation Iraqi Freedom. The 
Helping Our Heroes Foundation has done so 
through a partnership with the Department of 
the Army. This partnership has improved the 
quality and scope of services and opportuni- 
ties made available to our veterans during and 
after their recovery at Walter Reed Army Med- 
ical Center in Washington, DC. The support 
provided by the Helping Our Heroes Founda- 
tion has boosted morale for our veterans and 
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assisted their families with challenges associ- 
ated with recovery. 

Among its many initiatives, the Helping Our 
Heroes Foundation has supported our wound- 
ed heroes by sponsoring baby showers for ex- 
pectant mothers who are spouses of injured 
servicemembers, resume writing workshops 
for veterans ready to transition to the civilian 
workforce, scholarships to enable advanced 
education and training, and activities to bring 
the community together. The Helping Our He- 
roes Foundation also has excelled in its goal 
of securing charitable donations in support of 
veterans programs. These are a few examples 
of the Foundation's overall efforts. 

Volunteers are at the heart of the Helping 
Our Heroes Foundation's success. The leader- 
ship of its Board of Directors and its founding 
donors has enabled the Foundation to fulfill its 
goals. In particular, Ms. Karen Theobald- 
Conlin, who serves as President of the Help- 
ing Our Heroes Foundation, is to be recog- 
nized for her initiative and commitment. On 
this occasion, communities and veterans 
across the country are joining together to rec- 
ognize the support provided by the Helping 
Our Heroes Foundation, its Board of Directors 
and volunteers, to our wounded heroes and 
their families. As a Member of Congress who 
has taken part in their activities at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center, and witnessed the 
good work of their volunteers, | join others in 
recognizing the role the Helping Our Heroes 
Foundation has served for our veterans. We 
will continue to honor our veterans based on 
the foundation established by the Helping Our 
Heroes Foundation. 


TRIBUTE TO KAREN DAVIS 


HON. LEE TERRY 


OF NEBRASKA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. TERRY. Madam Speaker, | rise to 
honor the accomplishments of Karen Davis. 
Karen recently celebrated 10 years of service 
in my Omaha Congressional Office. She is a 
dedicated servant to the Second Congres- 
sional District of Nebraska. She works hard 
and deserves accolades. 

Karen Davis serves as Outreach Coordi- 
nator for my Omaha Congressional Office. 
Karen is the epitome of customer service. 
Karen has the skill and understanding to help 
seniors make sense of complex issues such 
as Medicare and Medicaid. Although at times 
carrying a crushing workload while being a 
working mother, she is accessible, helpful and 
always puts constituents first. Her dedication 
to service has touched thousands of individ- 
uals during her 10 years. | should also point 
out that Karen's dad was a Tuskeegee air- 
man—a point of pride for not only Karen but 
all of us in our office. 

Karen, today | offer you a heartfelt thank 
you. Thank you for your vision, passion and 
understanding. You should be proud of the 
many things you have accomplished over the 
years. | know | am. | consider you a friend and 
| am grateful to have you on my team. Thank 
you. 
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WEYERHAEUSER: CORPORATE 
LEADERSHIP 


HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 


OF WASHINGTON 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. REICHERT. Madam Speaker, | rise 
today in acknowledgment of the wonderful and 
continuous success of the Weyerhaeuser Cor- 
poration, located in my home state of Wash- 
ington. This past October, Weyerhaeuser was 
named to the Dow Jones Sustainability 
Index—an index that tracks North American 
companies in terms of their environmental, so- 
cial and economic performance—and is the 
only North American company named in the 
category of forestry and paper products. 

Weyerhaeuser, one of the largest pulp and 
paper companies in the world, and the world’s 
largest private owner of softwood timberland, 
is indeed a global leader in terms of sustain- 
ability. Along with many other innovative envi- 
ronmental initiatives, they have committed to 
reducing their greenhouse gas emissions by 
40 percent by the year 2020 based on their 
2000 levels and have already made great 
strides. They also employ over 40,000 people 
all over the world who contribute positively to 
each community they reside in and, in 2007, 
sales at Weyerhaeuser totaled more than $16 
billion. 

As a staunch supporter of conservation and 
the innovative environmental leadership of 
businesses both big and small, | congratulate 
Weyerhaeuser as a whole for the most recent 
acknowledgment of their environmental, social 
and economic success. Specifically, | salute 
Weyerhaeuser Chairman and CEO Steve 
Rogel, COO Richard Hanson and the Board of 
Directors for their fantastic leadership and vi- 
sion. 


a с 


RECOGNIZING THE HONORABLE 
RIC KELLER ON THE OCCASION 
OF HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE 
U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTA- 
TIVES 


HON. JO BONNER 


OF ALABAMA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. BONNER. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to honor the distinguished career of the Hon- 
orable RIC KELLER for his service to the people 
of Florida and the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives. Congressman KELLER has represented 
the Eighth Congressional District of the State 
of Florida for the past eight years. 

Born and raised in Orlando, Florida, RIC 
graduated first in his class at East Tennessee 
State University and received his law degree 
from Vanderbilt University. Before being elect- 
ed to the U.S. House of Representatives, RIC 
worked as a private lawyer in Orlando, helping 
write two state constitutional amendments to 
finance the cleanup of Everglades National 
Park. One, known as "Polluter Pays," required 
sugar companies to contribute to the restora- 
tion of the Everglades. 

Raised by a single mother on a secretary's 
salary, RIC used Pell Grants, federal grants for 
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low-income college students, to help pay for 
his college education, and since coming to 
Congress, he has been a leading champion of 
Pell Grants. As a member of the House Edu- 
cation and Labor Committee, as well as found- 
er and chairman of the Pell Grant Caucus, RIC 
was successful in pushing to raise the max- 
imum grant from $3,750 to $4,050 a year. 

Ric is also a member of the House Judiciary 
Committee, from which post he has been a 
leading advocate of the Community Oriented 
Policing Service (COPS) program, which 
makes law enforcement officers more visible 
by taking them out of patrol cars and putting 
them on neighborhood streets. 

Madam Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join 
me in recognizing a dedicated leader and 
friend to many in this body. | know his family, 
his wife, Dee Dee; his four children, Nick, 
Christy, Kaylee and Kate; and his many 
friends and colleagues join me in honoring his 
accomplishments and extending thanks for his 
service over the years on behalf of the State 
of Florida and the United States of America. 

Ric will surely enjoy the well deserved time 
he now has to spend with his family and loved 
ones. | wish him the best of luck in all his fu- 
ture endeavors. 


—— 


IN RECOGNITION OF PACIFICA 
CITY COUNCILMAN CALVIN HIN- 
TON 


HON. JACKIE SPEIER 


OF CALIFORNIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Ms. SPEIER. Madam Speaker, please join 
me in paying tribute to Pacifica City Council- 
man Calvin Hinton, who retires this month 
after twelve years of admirably and honorably 
serving his community. 

Madam Speaker, the United States Marine 
Corps once recruited with the slogan, "We're 
looking for a few good men.” In 1945, they got 
exactly what they were looking for with Cal 
Hinton. Little did they know that the young re- 
cruit from Indiana would go on to serve his 
country in so many ways. 

Following his service in World War Il, he 
moved to Northern California where he at- 
tended The College of San Mateo, University 
of San Francisco and Stanford University. 

Cal Hinton first served his adopted home- 
town of Pacifica by joining the Fire Depart- 
ment in April, 1959. There, his work ethic and 
natural leadership ability propelled him through 
the ranks until, after a stellar term as Fire 
Captain, he was named Chief of the City of 
Pacifica Fire Department on January 13, 1970. 
Chief Hinton remained in that job until his re- 
tirement in 1983. 

In 1996, Cal offered his services in a dif- 
ferent capacity by seeking—and winning—a 
seat on the city council. Twice more the voters 
of Pacifica returned him to office. 

Earlier this year, Cal showed just how tough 
he is when, while recovering from hip replace- 
ment surgery, he was struck by an out-of-con- 
trol suv while walking in downtown Pacifica. 
The vehicle hit Cal before coming to a stop in- 
side a local restaurant where fortunately, no 
one was seriously hurt. As for Cal, he broke 
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the same leg where he just received the new 
hip. Despite being 81, he was able to bounce 
back and, before long, returned to the City 
Council. 

Retirement will allow Cal to spend more 
time with his family, including his lovely wife 
Marilyn. 

Madam Speaker, California’s 12th Congres- 
sional District, and indeed our nation, is better 
off because of the service of Calvin Hinton. 
On behalf of you and the United States House 
of Representatives, | thank him for a lifetime 
dedicated to helping others. 


Ee 


OFFERING A POEM BY ALBERT 
CAREY CASWELL 


HON. LINCOLN DAVIS 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


December 10, 2008 


Mr. LINCOLN DAVIS of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, a good friend to a lot of us in the 
House of Representatives, Albert Carey 
Caswell, who works for the U.S. Capitol Guide 
Service, recently shared with me a poem he 
wrote about his admiration for the Make a 
Wish Foundation. As a grandfather of five, and 
out of respect for the work of the Make a Wish 
Foundation, | wanted to introduce his poem in 
to the RECORD so others may enjoy it in the 
future. 


CLOSE YOUR EYES 


Close your eyes... 

And Make A Wish... 

This most precious time together, is but our 
gift... 

For families, with heart's of gold... 

Moments to carry with you, as you grow old 


Allin the coming years... 

We will remember, what we do here! 

Allinourtears... 

Close your eyes, my precious child... 

And Make A Wish... 

Make A Smile... 

Ав to your fine hearts, so graciously we give 
this... 

And wipe all of those tears, from your eyes 


Oh how, your most courageous hearts .. . 
Make’s us cry... 

Forget all of your pain and heartache... 

Watching you, oh how our heart’s break... 

As we see those little smiles, upon your face 

For you give to us, far... far... much 
more, than you take! 

Little hearts which beat so loud... 

Who make, The Angels Up In Heaven Proud 


Magnificent families, who make each mo- 
ment count! 

Teaching Оз... and Reaching Us... 
seeching our heart so very loud... 

What life is truly all about! 

Close your eyes... 

And Make A Wish... 

All for you, we do this... 

Make, Dreams Come True! 

Allforyou... 

Close your eyes, And Make A Wish... 

Little soldiers, children should not have to 
be... 

But, this is what our Lord God make’s us see 


Be- 


To Teach . . . what counts! 
That no greater heart could ever beat! 
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No finer soul for Heaven, could so compete! 
Families, who are like our soldiers too... 
and their families, who must now so 


weep... 

For every day, you fight a war... a battle 
soforsure... 

With hearts of courage full, oh what you en- 
dure... 


Families living close... 

As you know, each and every moment but 
means the most! 

Is that but not what Heaven is for? 

Close your eyes my dear child... 

And Make A Wish... 

Oh how you bless this world, with your most 
heroic gifts... 

To be a child! 

To wearasmile... 

To forget all of your heartache, but for a lit- 
tle while... 

Iclose my eyes... 

And Make A Wish... 

That, I might bless and but live such a fine 
life as this! 


EE 


TRIBUTE ON THE RETIREMENT OF 
MR. ANTHONY “BEN” BORDA, JR. 


HON. NICK J. RAHALL II 


OF WEST VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. RAHALL. Madam Speaker, | rise today 
to pay tribute to Mr. Anthony “Ben” Borda, Jr. 
of Huntington, WV and his 36 years of service 
to the State and people of West Virginia. For 
the past 36 years, Mr. Borda has served in the 
Federal Government, 34 years with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers and 2 years with the 
U.S. Department of the Interior's Office of Sur- 
face Mining. Mr. Borda currently serves as the 
Acting Chief of the U.S. Army Corps of Engi- 
neer's Huntington District and New River Navi- 
gator for the New River American River Herit- 
age Initiative and is now set to retire on Janu- 
ary 2, 2009. 

Born and raised in Fairmont, West Virginia, 
Ben has devoted his life to protecting West 
Virginia’s God-given natural resources. He 
earned a bachelor's degree in Landscape Ar- 
chitecture from West Virginia University in 
1972 and a Masters in Biological Science from 
Marshall University in 1994. 

For nearly four decades, Ben has been a 
godsend to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineer's 
Huntington District, helping manage land and 
water usage, and has played a powerful role 
in dozens of district projects covering three 
states. From Landscape Architect to Acting 
Chief of the planning Branch, Ben has left his 
mark on virtually every aspect of the Hun- 
tington District and improved the lives of the 
people of southern West Virginia. 

Additionally, Ben is the longest serving New 
River Navigator in the country, having served 
for the past ten years as the Federal Liaison 
for the New River under the American Herit- 
age Rivers Initiative. In this capacity, he has 
helped the New River Community Partners le- 
verage millions of dollars in federal, state, 
local, and private funds to help bring eco- 
nomic, conservation and preservation, edu- 
cation, and transportation projects to the New 
River Area and was awarded the American 
Heritage Rivers Initiatives’ Navigator Award in 
2006 for his success. 
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Ben's list of accomplishments far exceeds 
his years of service. His leadership and vision 
have been invaluable to the Huntington District 
of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers and 
helped shape environmental policy across 
southern West Virginia. His dedication to his 
work and commitment to helping others are 
examples to us all. 

| again congratulate Ben for his 36 years of 
dedicated service to the State and people of 
West Virginia and wish him continued success 
in retirement and all his future endeavors. 


FORMER FIRST LADY ALICE KING 
HON. TOM UDALL 


OF NEW MEXICO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Madam Speak- 
er, Like so many New Mexicans, Alice King's 
biggest contribution to our state was her chil- 
dren. Unlike other New Mexicans, though, Al- 
ice’s children include thousands of young New 
Mexicans helped by her work over nearly 
three decades. 

Every girl who has experienced New Mexi- 
co’s Girls Ranch; every boy treated at Carrie 
Tingley Children’s Hospital; every child pro- 
tected by the Children, Youth and Families 
Department: all owe a debt of gratitude to the 
inimitable Alice King. She will be remembered 
for her charm; her down-to-earth dignity; and, 
her fierce commitment to public service. 

Alice’s journey from the ranches of Moriarty 
to the Governors Mansion might have 
changed a woman with less courage and con- 
fidence. But Alice never forgot the values she 
had been raised with. She never turned her 
back on the small towns of our state. And she 
never lost the strong sense of community obli- 
gation that she learned in Moriarty. She re- 
mained rooted in a place and a time where 
your neighbor's children were your responsi- 
bility, and she brought that sense of duty to 
her work in Santa Fe and around the State. 

Jill and | send our prayers to Alice’s son 
Gary and the rest of her remarkable family. 
They, and the rest of New Mexico, have lost 
a truly great woman. 


Ee 


IN RECOGNITION OF THE PHOEBUS 
HIGH SCHOOL FOOTBALL TEAM 


HON. ROBERT C. “BOBBY” SCOTT 


OF VIRGINIA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Madam Speaker, | 
rise on behalf of myself, Congresswoman 
THELMA DRAKE and Congressman ROB WITT- 
MAN to call attention to a group of young stu- 
dents from Hampton, Virginia, who have dis- 
tinguished themselves, their school, their com- 
munity and the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

The Phoebus High School Phantoms foot- 
ball team had a remarkable 2008 season. On 
December 6, the Phoebus High School Phan- 
toms won their 4th state football championship 
this decade, defeating Dinwiddie High School 
of Dinwiddie 37-13, at Lane Stadium in 
Blacksburg, Virginia. 
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The Phantoms finished the season with a 
15-0 record. Phoebus never trailed in a game 
this season, and scored 720 points while al- 
lowing 53. This latest championship is just an- 
other accolade for the City of Hampton's 
youngest school, founded in 1975. The foot- 
ball team, under Coach Bill Dee has won the 
State Football Championship three previous 
times: 2001, 2002, and 2006. 

Phoebus High's legacy of excellence is not 
limited to just the field of athletics. Under the 
Direction of Principal Robert Johnson, the 
Phoebus faculty seeks to inspire students to 
strive for excellence and achievement in the 
classroom, in their extracurricular activities 
and in their communities. Phoebus has two in- 
novative programs that expand the learning 
experience outside of the traditional class- 
room. Phoebus hosts the Hampton School Di- 
vision's Center for High Technology. This 
magnet career academy includes classes in 
pre-engineering, design and drafting, and 
Cisco network administration, preparing stu- 
dents for college classes and jobs in the tech- 
nology sector. Phoebus is also home to the 
Blue Phantom Inn. This student-run restaurant 
gives students an opportunity to develop their 
culinary arts skills, and was nationally recog- 
nized in Southern Living magazine. 

The Phantoms’ excellence in football is also 
characteristic of the quality of athletics in the 
Peninsula District of Virginia. Phoebus High 
School's championship this year marked the 
12th time in the last fifteen years that a Penin- 
sula District team has won a state title in foot- 
ball. To quote from our hometown newspaper, 
the Daily Press, “High school football on the 
Peninsula is championship football.” 

We would like to extend our enthusiastic 
congratulations to Coach Bill Dee, his coach- 
ing staff and all of the players on the Phoebus 
High School Phantoms, the 2008 Group AAA 
Division 5 Virginia High School League state 
football champions. 


SUNSET MEMORIAL 


HON. TRENT FRANKS 


OF ARIZONA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. FRANKS of Arizona. Madam Speaker, | 
stand once again before this House with yet 
another Sunset Memorial. 

It is December 10, 2008 in the land of the 
free and the home of the brave, and before 
the sunset today in America, almost 4,000 
more defenseless unborn children were killed 
by abortion on demand. That’s just today, Mr. 
Speaker. That’s more than the number of in- 
nocent lives lost on September 11 in this 
country, only it happens every day. 

It has now been exactly 13,106 days since 
the tragedy called Roe v. Wade was first 
handed down. Since then, the very foundation 
of this Nation has been stained by the blood 
of almost 50 million of its own children. Some 
of them, Mr. Speaker, cried and screamed as 
they died, but because it was amniotic fluid 
passing over the vocal cords instead of air, we 
couldn't hear them. 

All of them had at least four things in com- 
mon. First, they were each just little babies 
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who had done nothing wrong to anyone, and 
each one of them died a nameless and lonely 
death. And each one of their mothers, whether 
she realizes it or not, will never be quite the 
same. And all the gifts that these children 
might have brought to humanity are now lost 
forever. Yet even in the glare of such tragedy, 
this generation still clings to a blind, invincible 
ignorance while history repeats itself and our 
own silent genocide mercilessly annihilates the 
most helpless of all victims, those yet unborn. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps it's time for those of 
us in this Chamber to remind ourselves of why 
we are really all here. Thomas Jefferson said, 
"The care of human life and its happiness and 
not its destruction is the chief and only object 
of good government." The phrase in the 14th 
Amendment capsulizes our entire Constitution. 
It says, "No State shall deprive any person of 
life, liberty or property without due process of 
law." Mr. Speaker, protecting the lives of our 
innocent citizens and their constitutional rights 
is why we are all here. 

The bedrock foundation of this Republic is 
the clarion declaration of the self-evident truth 
that all human beings are created equal and 
endowed by their Creator with the unalienable 
rights of life, liberty and the pursuit of happi- 
ness. Every conflict and battle our Nation has 
ever faced can be traced to our commitment 
to this core, self-evident truth. 

It has made us the beacon of hope for the 
entire world. Mr. Speaker, it is who we are. 

And yet today another day has passed, and 
we in this body have failed again to honor that 
foundational commitment. We have failed our 
sworn oath and our God-given responsibility 
as we broke faith with nearly 4,000 more inno- 
cent American babies who died today without 
the protection we should have given them. 

So Mr. Speaker, let me conclude this Sun- 
set Memorial in the hope that perhaps some- 
one new who heard it tonight will finally em- 
brace the truth that abortion really does kill lit- 
tle babies; that it hurts mothers in ways that 
we can never express; and that 13,106 days 
spent killing nearly 50 million unborn children 
in America is enough; and that it is time that 
we stood up together again, and remembered 
that we are the same America that rejected 
human slavery and marched into Europe to ar- 
rest the Nazi Holocaust; and we are still cou- 
rageous and compassionate enough to find a 
better way for mothers and their unborn ba- 
bies than abortion on demand. 

Mr. Speaker, as we consider the plight of 
unborn America tonight, may we each remind 
ourselves that our own days in this sunshine 
of life are also numbered and that all too soon 
each one of us will walk from these Chambers 
for the very last time. 

And if it should be that this Congress is al- 
lowed to convene on yet another day to come, 
may that be the day when we finally hear the 
cries of innocent unborn children. May that be 
the day when we find the humanity, the cour- 
age, and the will to embrace together our 
human and our constitutional duty to protect 
these, the least of our tiny, little American 
brothers and sisters from this murderous 
scourge upon our Nation called abortion on 
demand. 

It is December 10, 2008, 13,106 days since 
Roe versus Wade first stained the foundation 
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of this Nation with the blood of its own chil- 
dren; this in the land of the free and the home 
of the brave. 


— Ó— 


BIDDING FAREWELL TO THE 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


HON. MARK UDALL 


OF COLORADO 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Madam Speaker, 
when the 110th Congress finally adjourns sine 
die, | will come to the end of my time as a 
Member of the House of Representatives. 

| look forward to service in the other body 
upon the convening of the 111th Congress, 
but today | want to express my appreciation 
for all that it has meant to me to have the 
privilege of membership in this extraordinary 
body with you and with all the other Mem- 
bers—past and present—with whom | have 
the honor of serving. 

We've all heard that it takes more than mov- 
ing in to make a house a home. 

But | have to say that in my case, | have 
very much felt at home here in the House 
since the 106th Congress first convened in 
1999, because so many people went out of 
their way to welcome me and to help me learn 
what | needed to know. 

Thanks to them, | was able to do a better 
job of trying to properly represent the people 
of Colorado's Second Congressional District 
and to contribute to the search for ways to ad- 
vance their interests and those of our state 
and our country as a whole. 

So, Madam Speaker, today, | want to say 
"thank you" to all the Members and to the 
many talented and dedicated staff of the 
House and its Committees who have helped 
me do a much better job than | could have 
done without their advice and assistance. 

And, while | am hesitant to mention anyone 
in particular—for fear of accidental omis- 
sions—1 cannot conclude without giving spe- 
cial thanks to some of those who have been 
my special mentors. 

On the Natural Resources Committee— 
which used to have a different name—the 
gentleman from West Virginia, Mr. RAHALL, 
has been an example of courteous and effec- 
tive leadership both as Ranking Member and 
more recently as Chairman. 

| greatly appreciate all his many courtesies 
to me and his assistance in connection with 
matters of importance to Colorado that | have 
brought before the Committee. 

| also appreciate having had the opportunity 
to work with the gentleman from Alaska, Mr. 
YOUNG, when he chaired the Committee and 
in his current role as Ranking Member. 

DON YOUNG and | do not always see eye to 
eye, but there have been many instances in 
which we were on the same side, and | am 
glad to have had the chance to join forces 
with him in connection with those matters—as 
also was the case with respect to his prede- 
cessor as Chairman, our former colleague 
from Utah, Mr. Hansen. 

On the Committee on Science and Tech- 
nology, the gentleman from Tennessee, Mr. 
GORDON, has been unfailingly generous and 
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has provided outstanding leadership. It has 
been my good fortune to have served with him 
and with the other members, from both sides 
of the aisle, as the Committee has dealt with 
many matters of great importance to Colorado 
and the country. 

| also appreciated having the chance to 
serve with his predecessor as Chairman, the 
gentleman from New York, Mr. BOEHLERT, who 
was always kind and accommodating to me 
during the time we served together. 

Similarly, | made many good friends during 
my service on the Committees on Small Busi- 
ness and Agriculture and benefitted from the 
opportunity to learn about the matters within 
their jurisdictions. 

Finally, | cannot fail to mention my deep ap- 
preciation for having had the opportunity to be 
a Member of the Committee on Armed Serv- 
ices. | was privileged to serve with an out- 
standing chairman, the gentleman from Mis- 
souri, Mr. SKELTON as well as with his prede- 
cessor, the gentleman from California, Mr. 
HUNTER. 

My years on the Committee have been 
memorable ones, as we have wrestled with so 
many complex and difficult issues related to 
the ongoing conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan 
and the other challenges that face our Armed 
Forces and our country in connection with the 
threat of international terrorism апа other 
threats. Bonds among Members of the com- 
mittee are strong, and | feel honored to have 
been part of such a talented, dedicated and 
hardworking group of Members and highly- 
professional staff. 

Madam Speaker, | could cite many others to 
whom | owe a debt of thanks—but the list 
would be longer than the time available, be- 
cause they are literally too many to mention. 

Therefore let me conclude by simply saying 
that although in the new year | will have a new 
job, some things will not change. 

| am and will remain a “man of the House,” 
and while | will be spending more time on the 
other side of the Capitol, | look forward to con- 
tinuing to work with you, Madam Speaker, and 
with the rest of our colleagues here. 

So, tonight | choose not to say "farewell"— 
because this is far from goodbye—or even “so 
long," as the Western expression goes. 

Instead, let me close with a wish to every- 
one for happy holidays and a promise that | 
Will "see you later," in the New Year. 


HONORING WILLIAM SPOELHOF 


HON. VERNON J. EHLERS 


OF MICHIGAN 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Wednesday, December 10, 2008 


Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, | rise to honor 
the life and service of William Spoelhof, presi- 
dent emeritus of Calvin College in Grand Rap- 
ids, Michigan. He was born in 1909 in 
Paterson, New Jersey, and passed away on 
December 3, 2008, at the age of 98. 

William Spoelhof graduated from Calvin Col- 
lege in 1931, and began teaching history and 
civics at the secondary level. He received his 
masters of arts degree from the University of 
Michigan in 1937, and began his doctoral 
studies there. 
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During World War II, Mr. Spoelhof enlisted 
in the U.S. Navy, and served our country in 
the Office of Strategic Services. Following the 
war, he completed his doctoral work, and went 
to Calvin College to teach history and political 
science in 1946. 


After becoming president of Calvin College, 
Dr. Spoelhof oversaw the process of moving 
Calvin College from its original Franklin Street 
campus, located in urban Grand Rapids, to its 
current Knollcrest campus in southeast Grand 
Rapids. 

Dr. Spoelhof carefully balanced the college's 
vision for excellent academics with its relation- 
ship with the Christian Reformed Church, as 
he effectively steered the college through oc- 
casional church conflicts and the tumultuous, 
nation-wide student protests of the 1960s. 


In 1976, Dr. Spoelhof announced his retire- 
ment after 25 years, the longest serving presi- 
dent in Calvin College's history. After his for- 
mal retirement, he was named president 
emeritus and maintained an office and steady 
presence at the College, offering continued 
support and goodwill whenever needed. 


Dr. Spoelhof was a Christian role model and 
mentor to many faculty members, staff and 
students, as he provided wisdom and counsel 
to thousands during his more than 8 decades 
of service to Calvin College. 


On a personal note, Dr. Spoelhof recruited 
me from the University of California at Berke- 
ley to teach physics at Calvin College. | am 
deeply grateful for his guidance and for lead- 
ing me to teach at a wonderful, Christian lib- 
eral arts college. 


Dr. Spoelhof is fondly remembered for his 
contributions to daily discussions with retired 
faculty and students at the "Emeritorium", and 
for his kind words to passers-by around the 
campus. 


їп 1935, William Spoelhof married Miss 
Angeline Nydam, and they had three children, 
Robert Spoelhof, Elsa Scherphorn, and Peter 
Spoelhof. Ange, as Dr. Spoelhof lovingly 
called his wife, passed away in 1994. 


Dr. Spoelhof lived a life of gratitude, and de- 
sired to bring God glory in all he did. On De- 
cember 3, 2008, the Calvin College commu- 
nity lost a visionary leader and wise friend. He 
is to be honored and recognized for his out- 
standing devotion and service as a member of 
the military, a Calvin College professor, and 
president and friend. 


SEES 


SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 


Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate on February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of а sys- 
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com- 
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit- 
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com- 
mittee—of the time, place, and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled, and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 
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As an additional procedure along printing in the Extensions of Remarks 


with the computerization of this infor- section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD cember 11, 2008 may be found in the 


mation, the Office of the Senate Daily on Monday and Wednesday of each Daily Digest of today's RECORD. 
Digest will prepare this information for week. 


Meetings scheduled for Thursday, De- 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Thursday, December 11, 2008 


The House was not in session today. Its next meeting will be held on Saturday, January 3, 2009, at 11 a.m. 


OMISSION FROM THE CONGRES- 

SIONAL RECORD OF WEDNES- 
DAY, DECEMBER 10, 2008, AT 
PAGE 24567 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bills were signed by the 
Speaker on Thursday, November 20, 
2008: 

H.R. 5714, to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in recogni- 
tion and celebration of the establish- 
ment of the United States Army in 
1775, to honor the American soldier of 
both today and yesterday, in wartime 
and in peace, and to commemorate the 
traditions, history, and heritage of the 
United States Army and its role in 
American society, from the colonial 
period to today. 

H.R. 6867, to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensa- 
tion. 

S. 602, an act to develop the next gen- 
eration of parental control technology. 


S. 1193, an act to direct the Secretary 
of the Interior to take into trust two 
parcels of Federal land for the benefit 
of certain Indian pueblos in the State 
of New Mexico, and for other purposes. 

On Friday, November 21, 2008: 

H.R. 2040, to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint coins in com- 
memoration of the semicentennial of 
the enactment of the Civil Rights Act 
of 1964. 


a 


OMISSION FROM THE CONGRES- 

SIONAL RECORD OF WEDNES- 
DAY, DECEMBER 10, 2008, AT 
PAGE 24657 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 


Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en- 
rolled bills of the House of the fol- 
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker on Thursday, 
November 20, 2008: 

H.R. 5714. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition 
and celebration of the establishment of the 


This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., 


United States Army in 1775, to honor the 
American soldier of both today and yester- 
day, in wartime and in peace, and to com- 
memorate the traditions, history, and herit- 
age of the United States Army and its role in 
American society, from the Colonial period 
to today. 

H.R. 6867. An act to provide for additional 
emergency unemployment compensation. 

On Friday, November 21, 2008: 

H.R. 2040. An act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo- 
ration of the semicentennial of the enact- 
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 


SENATE ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 


The Speaker announced her signa- 
ture to enrolled bills of the Senate of 
the following titles, which were there- 
upon signed by the Speaker on Thurs- 
day, November 20, 2008: 


S. 602. An act to develop the next genera- 
tion of parental control technology. 

S. 1193. An act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to take into trust 2 parcels of 
Federal land for the benefit of certain Indian 
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico, and for 
other purposes. 


1407 is 2:07 p.m. 


Matter set in this typeface indicates words inserted or appended, rather than spoken, by a Member of the House on the floor. 
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SENATE—Thursday, December 11, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, December 10, 2008) 


The Senate met at 10 a.m., on the ex- 
piration of the recess, and was called to 
order by the Honorable MARK L. 
PRYOR, à Senator from the State of Ar- 
kansas. 


PRAYER 


The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of- 
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 

Lord God, You open to us horizons of 
hope through faith's resources. Let 
Your grace undergird our Senators' 
lives, as You fill their days with a 
knowledge of Your will. Guide them to 
solutions that best honor You, as they 
find in You a resource for every need. 
Deepen their desire to please You, 
opening to them new opportunities to 
obey Your commands. Strengthen their 
worthy desires and be for them a shel- 
ter in the storm. May they grow in 
grace and in knowledge of You. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 


Өө 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The Honorable MARK L. PRYOR led 
the Pledge of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


SS 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, December 11, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable MARK L. PRYOR, a 
Senator from the State of Arkansas, to per- 
form the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. PRYOR thereupon assumed the 

chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


——— с ——— 


RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY 
LEADER 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 


pore. The majority leader is recog- 
nized. 
————HRr Cm e 
SCHEDULE 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, following 
leader remarks, the Senate will pro- 


ceed to a period of morning business, 
with Senators allowed to speak for up 
to 10 minutes each. Following morning 
business, the Senate will resume con- 
sideration of the motion to proceed to 
H.R. 7005, the legislative vehicle for the 
auto industry’s financing and restruc- 
turing. Rollcall votes are possible dur- 
ing today’s session in the Senate. 

When we left here a few weeks ago, 
the decision was made that there would 
be 1 week for the automobile industry 
to make presentations to the two com- 
mittees of jurisdiction, the House and 
the Senate Banking Committees, to de- 
termine what would take place during 
the following week. That was last 
week, and hearings were held in both 
committees, and evidence, in fact, was 
taken. There have been weeks and 
weeks of work put into coming up with 
a piece of legislation on which we can 
vote. That matter is before the Senate 
in H.R. 7005. 

I have had calls from a number of 
Senators today—frankly, mostly Re- 
publican Senators—telling me that 
they have the solution to all of the 
problems of the auto industry; they 
need a few amendments. A few amend- 
ments. We have done our very best to 
include everyone who wants any input 
into this legislation. The White House, 
President Bush and his people have 
been heavily involved in this legisla- 
tion. Тыз is, in effect, the White 
House's legislation. 

There was a decision made that the 
minority would not participate in the 
preparing of this legislation. But the 
White House was heavily involved. Ne- 
gotiations took place over days be- 
tween Chairman FRANK and Chairman 
DODD and the White House, and we now 
have a piece of legislation. Some have 
asked: Well, what we want is to set up 
a procedure where we have lots of 
amendments, and then we will ulti- 
mately vote on the final version. 

I think it is only fair that if the mi- 
nority, the Republicans, want to have a 
better bill, then they should offer an 
alternative. I invite them to do it. The 
House passed a bill last night. It would 
be my suggestion that we perhaps have 
a vote on the substitute or the alter- 
native the Republicans would put for- 
ward, vote on the House bill, vote on 
the Senate bill. If there is no agree- 
ment that can be reached on that, we 
have danced this tune long enough. 

What we will do, we can have a mo- 
tion to proceed to this tomorrow, and 
if the Republicans want to come and 
say, well, you know, you have not al- 
lowed us any opportunity to offer 


amendments—that is what has taken 
place for the last 2 years, and look 
what it got the Republicans: lost seven 
or eight Senate seats, lost the Presi- 
dency. We want to legislate, and we are 
doing the very best we can to do that. 

I have reached out to my Republican 
colleagues. As soon as the elections 
were over, I called a number of Repub- 
licans and said: We want to work with 
you. We cannot continue doing what 
we have done in the past. But we are 
right back where we have been for 2 
years, the same place we have been for 
2 years. 

So, again, I suggest that if the Re- 
publicans have an alternative, let them 
offer that. It would be very easy to do. 
We could vote on a Republican alter- 
native, we would have a vote on the 
White House proposal now before the 
Senate, and we would vote on the bill 
that passed the House and leave here. 
If that is not something the Repub- 
licans choose to do, then we will vote 
tomorrow on a motion to proceed to 
the bill that has been prepared, draft- 
ed, and had input on by the two com- 
mittees and the White House. If we are 
not allowed to proceed to that, then 
we, in fact, will be through with this, 
as we have been through with numer- 
ous pieces of legislation through the 
past year. 

So, again, I invite the Republicans, if 
they have an alternative, to put it for- 
ward. They have had ample oppor- 
tunity to do that. Again, I have re- 
ceived a number of phone calls from 
Republicans today saying: I have just 
the thing that needs to be done to 
make this a great piece of legislation. 
Well, I would hope they would be ready 
to do that. If not, we will have a vote 
tomorrow on a motion to proceed to 
H.R. 7005. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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MORNING BUSINESS 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to a period of 
morning business for 1 hour, with Sen- 
ators permitted to speak for up to 10 
minutes each. 


-a 


ORDER OF PROCEDURE 


Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, my un- 
derstanding was that if possible—I 
made some calls earlier today that 
that may be waived and that I go up to 
25 minutes. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, reserv- 
ing the right to object, I ask unani- 
mous consent that the Senator from 
Tennessee be given the amount of time 
he wants, and immediately following 
that, that I would be recognized for 
such time as I shall consume. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Does the Senator from Oklahoma 
have a sense for how much time that 
will be? 

Mr. INHOFE. About 15 minutes. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

The Senator from Tennessee is recog- 
nized. 


EE 


AUTOMOBILE CRISIS 


Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I rise 
today to talk about where we are in 
this auto bailout. In essence, it is show 
time here. A bill came over from the 
House last night. It is the end of the 
year. There is an impending crisis we 
are dealing with here in the country. 
So today we will be debating that and 
hopefully in the next few days take a 
vote. 

I spent a lot of time in the com- 
mittee talking with certain and var- 
ious parties involved. I spent a lot of 
time outside the committee doing the 
same thing. There is no doubt we are 
going through an economic time that 
is very difficult for the auto industry. 
It is also difficult for businesses and 
families all across this country as they 
try to make their budgets work out. 

As we have looked at this issue, I 
know there has been a lot of negotia- 
tion that has taken place between the 
White House and House Democrats. I 
really think the product that has been 
developed is a very poor product. 

I don’t blame that on my Democratic 
colleagues who negotiated because the 
White House is actually at a point 
where they are looking for the next 
flight out of town on January 20. Basi- 
cally, they want to kick the can down 
the road and let some other adminis- 
tration and some other Congress deal 
with this issue. All of us are going to 
be here next year. It is our responsi- 
bility to deal with this issue in a pro- 
fessional and a competent manner and 
actually solve the problem. 
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I say to my colleagues on both the 
left and right, on the Democratic and 
Republican sides, we have a historic 
opportunity to actually solve this 
problem. The solution is very simple. 

I have looked at this legislation that 
has come over. It is similar to so many 
things we do around here. It is akin to 
a three-humped camel. You couldn’t 
make it more ineffective and more 
complicated. We have put in place a 
czar. It seems like with everything we 
do around here, we try to find a person 
who can save us from the crisis that is 
happening. We did the same with the fi- 
nancial rescue package not long ago. I 
have looked at the actual responsibil- 
ities of this czar. I said yesterday I had 
a banking staff person who actually 
could fulfill those responsibilities. She 
read that in the paper this morning 
and came in and said she is overquali- 
fied, that in essence this is not some- 
thing she would want to take on. I 
think we can use some help, certainly, 
from the outside, and there may be a 
role for somebody such as this. But 
what we are looking at is a fairly sim- 
ple transaction. It is a lot of money, a 
fairly simple transaction. 

Here is what we have. We have three 
companies. Two of the companies are 
on the verge of bankruptcy. As a mat- 
ter of fact, I would say two of the com- 
panies are in bankruptcy. I know 
Chrysler, today, is meeting with their 
supplier group. I know if they don’t 
win concessions today, they are in 
great trouble. General Motors has told 
us if they don’t receive funding by the 
end of this year, they will have to file 
bankruptcy. I believe that. 

We have a lot of Republicans who 
would like to see that happen, would 
like to see chapter 11 occur and to see 
them go through the laws that exist for 
reorganization in a way that is clean 
and allow them to move ahead in a fi- 
nancially stable way. As a matter of 
fact, many Republicans would actually 
agree to something called debtor-in- 
possession financing after that oc- 
curred so these companies could 
evolve. There are people on the other 
side of the aisle who have decided that 
is a cost that is too great to bear. 

Istarted out along the path that I be- 
lieved the best way for us to solve the 
problem was to actually cause these 
companies to go through reorganiza- 
tion and any role we might play as the 
Federal Government would be in the 
way of debtor-in-possession financing. 
After listening to the testimony and 
after talking to people all across the 
country who are involved, I do believe 
the supply chain is in great stress. 
They are undercapitalized. The three 
companies have already been utilizing 
the supplier chain for financing by pay- 
ing late and carrying payments for 
lengths of time. I do think the supply 
chain is fragile. 

What I have tried to do is figure out 
& way to create a piece of legislation 
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that is elegant, simple, actually solves 
the problem, and causes these compa- 
nies to be in great shape and for us to 
be able to move ahead and know that 
has been done. 

There are a lot of times I have heard 
people say: We are from the Govern- 
ment, and we are here to help you. 
When people hear that, they usually 
run for the hills. This is a case where if 
we will take a moment, we can actu- 
ally do something that is great for 
these companies. We have a big stick. 
These companies cannot get financing 
anyplace except from the Federal Gov- 
ernment. So we have an opportunity to 
sort of thread the needle in a simple 
way and cause these companies to be 
successful. 

Let me say, other than the economic 
issues, these companies have three 
major issues. Each one of them is dif- 
ferent. We know that basically we are 
talking about General Motors here. We 
wouldn’t be having this discussion if it 
weren’t for General Motors. Chrysler 
would not be here if it weren’t for that. 
They are in serious trouble but 
wouldn’t have the clout to be able to 
talk to us in this way. Ford has money 
today because of refinancing they did 
back in 2006. They are not even part of 
the discussion today. They might be 
down the road, but today they are fi- 
nancially viable, although burning 
cash at a rate that is almost equal to 
that of General Motors. We are talk- 
ing—to make this clear to people— 
about three entities we need to talk to: 
General Motors, Cerberus or Chrysler, 
and the UAW. 

There are three things that are basi- 
cally causing these companies dif- 
ficulty. One is the capital structure. 
The debt these companies have is not 
sustainable. It doesn't matter how 
much money we were to put into Gen- 
eral Motors; with the $62 billion in debt 
they have today, there is no way they 
can sustain their company. They can- 
not. GM only has à market cap today 
of around $2 billion. Toyota has а mar- 
ket cap of $130 billion. BMW has a mar- 
ket cap of $14 billion. So this is a com- 
pany that has a huge amount of debt 
and very little value. Chrysler probably 
has no value. They are privately held. 
So we have two companies we need to 
deal with in a similar way, as it turns 
out. 

Let me lay something out. Right now 
the capital structure in both places is 
too high. Cerberus and Chrysler can't 
withstand its debt. GM cannot with- 
Stand its debt. Secondly, the labor 
costs are out of line. I know there is à 
lot of talking about the UAW. Can- 
didly, I will admit, in some cases they 
get а bad rap. А lot of the people who 
are my friends would not like me say- 
ing that, but in some cases they actu- 
ally get à bad rap as to the way the 
comparisons go. 

The third issue is the dealership 
issue. I don't think we can deal with 
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that today. There are two issues we can 
deal with in this loan and solve the 
problem. One is the capital structure. 
The other is the labor issue. Here is 
what I propose. We will be putting this 
forward, as Senator REID mentioned. 
We have some alternative legislation. I 
hope it is something both Democrats 
and Republicans can embrace. It is 
very simple. Let's go ahead and fund 
the money. Let's fund the money that 
has been requested. То Republicans, 
that is like debtor-in-possession fi- 
nancing anyway because these compa- 
nies are basically bankrupt. To Demo- 
crats, the funding is in place to cause 
these companies to be whole. Let's go 
ahead and fund the request that has 
taken place. 

Let's have three covenants. We can 
do this with а very short bill which we 
drafted. The first covenant is that by 
March 15, the outstanding indebtedness 
at the two companies that are going to 
apply for this has to be reduced by two- 
thirds or the companies have to file for 
bankruptcy on March 15. That gives 
the companies, the bondholders, which 
we have talked to on the phone, plenty 
of incentive to make sure the debt is 
reduced by two-thirds so these compa- 
nies have à capital structure that al- 
lows them to go forward. This is the 
only way they will be successful. We 
have had plenty of people testify that 
if we put our money on top of the $62 
billion in debt GM has, there is no way 
they can be successful, even if we are 
selling 20 million cars a year. Today, 
we know, we are selling at a 10 million 
rate. That is No. 1. Give them the 
money. If by March 15 they haven't re- 
duced their capital structure in that 
regard—and we have talked to people 
on all sides who believe this can hap- 
pen, but it can only happen with the 
Stick of Government, meaning we are 
going to force them into bankruptcy if 
they don't do it. That is the first cov- 
enant. 

The second covenant is, I have lis- 
tened to Mr. Gettelfinger's testimony 
and talked to him on the phone this 
morning. He says the only way the 
UAW can make concessions is if they 
See the bondholders have done so first. 
This legislation makes that happen by 
March 15. So, secondly, after the UAW 
has seen that the bondholders have 
taken a “haircut,” a word that is used 
around here a lot, they have to do two 
things: No. 1, they have to convert half 
the VEBA obligation, the Voluntary 
Employee Benefit Association obliga- 
tions. They have to convert half those 
to equity. If the company goes bank- 
rupt, these future payments are never 
going to happen anyway. Again, that 
reduces the debt at GM by another $10.5 
billion, and it gives the UAW equity in 
a company that actually has value now 
because the debt by the bondholders 
has been reduced. That is the second 
covenant—very simple. 

The third action they have to take is 
at that same public meeting where 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


they take a vote, they have to agree to 
have a contract in place that puts 
them in parity with companies such as 
Toyota and Nissan and Volkswagen 
and other companies here. Before ev- 
erybody goes crazy over that, that is as 
certified by the Secretary of Labor. 
That is not something we prescribe. I 
realize there will be subtleties in that. 
There are comparisons that have to be 
made. To my friends on the left, that 
would be a Secretary of Labor by the 
Obama administration who has the 
ability to look at the various dif- 
ferences and nuances to actually cer- 
tify that. 

I have talked to Ron Gettelfinger 
this morning. Because of the debates 
we have had recently, I am probably 
not on his Christmas card list this 
year. I realize that. But he actually is 
talking with his leaders about this. I 
have talked to the COO at General Mo- 
tors last night and this morning. He 
was the former chief financial officer. 
He agrees this will work. This gives the 
stick to the Government to make them 
have to do the things they need to do 
to actually cram down their bond- 
holders. 

I have heard a lot about Main Street 
and Wall Street. For those people who 
want to take an ounce or a pound of 
flesh from Wall Street, those are most- 
ly the people who own these bonds. 
They will be taking this huge haircut, 
two-thirds. In GM’s case, it is about $20 
billion that would be converted to eq- 
uity and take away a face amount of 
debt. 

I plan to be here all day today. I 
would like to take 30 minutes off from 
12:30 to 1 to give a talk someplace. But 
I would ask any Democrat, any Repub- 
lican to please come down to the floor, 
call me, e-mail me, tell me why we 
couldn’t put in place these three cov- 
enants which are very reasonable. They 
are the only actions that can happen in 
real time to make these companies 
successful. Let’s pass a bill that causes 
these companies to be strong, gives 
them the money to breathe. 

By the way, we had somebody testify 
the other day in Banking who said that 
if we give money to these companies in 
the form they are in today, we will end 
up giving $75 to $125 billion. I talked to 
the President of GM this morning. He 
says if we can make this happen—of 
course, the bondholders say we can, he 
says we can—that they will be limited 
in their request to only what they have 
asked for. They do not believe any 
more U.S. dollars will be required. 

I ask my colleagues, why would we 
not take a simple piece of legislation, 
put it in place. It acts like debtor-in- 
possession financing. It does what we 
need to do to make sure the bond- 
holders and the UAW themselves do the 
things they need to do to make the 
company whole. Management is al- 
ready hamstrung by the bill. It lays 
out the items management must forgo 
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for these loans to be in place. Let’s 
leave here having done something that 
actually causes these companies to be 
healthy, vibrant, able to go into the fu- 
ture in a strong way for the first time 
in 30 years. We can do something great 
today, if we will only sit down and do 
it. 

I ask my colleagues to do one other 
thing. We have tried to make this so 
complicated. There are three groups 
each of you can call to see if this will 
work. Call Chrysler, call General Mo- 
tors, call the UAW and ask them if this 
will work. If there is a sentence we 
need to change, a comma we need to 
put in place, let’s do it. But it is very 
simple. We have drafted a bill as if we 
are saving the world. We are talking 
about three companies alone, actually 
two companies today alone and three 
covenants can solve this problem, put 
them on a solid foundation, move them 
ahead. We will have done the right 
thing for the American taxpayers. We 
will have done the right thing for these 
companies, and we will have acted re- 
sponsibly together in concert, doing 
something that, again, is right for our 
country. 

Mr. President, thank you for the 
great length of time. I hope my col- 
leagues on both sides of the aisle will 
come down and tell me why this will 
not work. Thank you very much. 

I yield the floor. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Georgia. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, will 
the Senator from Tennessee yield for a 
question through the Chair? 

Mr. CORKER. Yes. 

Mr. ISAKSON. First of all, Mr. Presi- 
dent, I commend the distinguished Sen- 
ator for all the work he has done on 
this issue over the last 2 months. But I 
have one question. Is it not true that 
almost all those conditions in those 
three conditions you outlined were in 
whole or in part verbally contemplated 
by the automakers in terms of what it 
is going to take for them to come back 
and be profitable in the first place? 

Mr. CORKER. No question. I say to 
the Senator from Georgia, they have 
come in our offices and actually—they 
have advisers. Their financial advisers 
have told them that they need for us to 
craft this legislation this way so they 
have the hammer they need to make 
the bondholders reduce their debt so 
they can be healthy. Without this kind 
of hammer, nothing is going to happen. 

Look, you have read this bill. This 
bill says they have to have a plan to 
show a net present value in place by 
March 31—a plan. It does not say when 
it has to be accomplished. We can solve 
this problem so simply for them, for 
the United Auto Workers, for the State 
of Michigan. 

By the way, for the record, I want to 
Say I have à General Motors plant in 
my State. It is very important. It is 
modern. It has been invested in. We 
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have à Nissan plant, and we have а 
Volkswagen plant coming. 

The automobile industry is very im- 
portant to me, as I know it is to you, 
Isay to the Senator from Georgia. I 
thank him for that question. 

Mr. ISAKSON. Mr. President, I say to 
the Senator from Tennessee, I thank 
you for your hard work. 

Mr. President, I yield back. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The Senator from Oklahoma. 

Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, I also 
thank the Senator from Tennessee for 
all his labors and what he has been 
through. Quite frankly, I came back 
from the Horn of Africa and Afghani- 
stan on Saturday or Sunday—anyway, 
over the weekend—and when I saw all 
this stuff coming up, I knew from my 
experience in the Senate that nothing 
was going to happen for a few days, so 
I did not stay and work hard like my 
friend from Tennessee. I went back to 
Oklahoma. I do that now and then just 
to talk to normal people, to hear what 
these people have to say, as opposed to 
the bureaucrats and the stuff we get in 
Washington. 

In à way, it is а little bit humorous. 
We went through the $700 billion bail- 
out. I can remember everybody talking 
about Secretary Paulson coming down 
and saying: The world is going to come 
to an end if we do not do this. He said: 
We are going to have to do it. 

Well, we did some calculations, and I 
do not think most of the American peo- 
ple realize when we talk about these 
numbers—whether it is $14 billion or 
$700 billion—how much it really is. If 
you did your own math when this stuff 
comes up—this is what I always do— 
there are 139 million families in Amer- 
ica who file tax returns. If you take the 
139 million families and divide that 
number into $700 billion, that is $5,000 a 
family. Now we are talking about 
something that is serious. When I tell 
people in Oklahoma that, that gets 
their attention. 

So here we are talking about $14 bil- 
lion right now. Nobody seemed to care 
before, and we just passed that matter 
by а huge margin: 75 to 24. I was one of 
the 24 who voted against the $700 bil- 
lion bailout. But we passed it by that 
huge margin, more than 2 to 1. It is 
something that is so much bigger than 
the $14 billion we are talking about 
now. We are making a big issue about 
the $14 billion. Where was all the con- 
cern and outrage when we were talking 
about $700 billion? 

So we watched it come along, and we 
saw that we gave the Secretary of the 
Treasury all the money that he was 
asking for. Then we find out that as to 
what he was going to use the money 
for, it was not used for that at all. He 
said, and I heard it myself—everyone in 
here heard it: the Democrats heard it; 
the Republicans heard it—if we don't 
have this $700 billion to buy out trou- 
bled assets, this whole country is going 
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to go down—this doom and gloom. 
Once he got it, he did not do it. He did 
not come to us and say: Well, there is 
а different plan now. We are going to 
use it in some other way because I 
don't think this is going to work. 

So that got my attention. I decided 
at that time: Well, if they are going to 
£o ahead and give him this $700 billion, 
let's see what there is in that law that 
we passed that might be to the benefit 
of people who are concerned about this 
issue. I saw that it was broken into two 
parts. The first $350 billion pretty 
much was given to him to use at his 
discretion, which he did. He did not 
come to us and say he was going to use 
it in à different way. He just went 
ahead and did it. It is the first time in 
the history of America that anything 
close to $350 billion was spent in such а 
WAy. 

Then we have in the law that was 
passed a provision that says if he needs 
the other $350 billion, he can go ahead 
and do that, and if there is not an ob- 
jection—as a matter of fact, if he does 
this, and does this when we are out of 
session, we would be helpless to try to 
do anything to stop it. 

So I introduced a bill. It is S. 3683. It 
is not going to be considered. I am not 
a member of the club, so that is not 
going to come up, although we have 
made an effort and we actually have 
some Democrats on the bill. That is 
something that uses the rules that are 
out there and says we can change the 
Second $350 billion so it will take a 
positive act of Congress to allow them 
to access the second $350 billion. 

Now, let's quickly jump back to the 
current issue. I wanted to put that in 
perspective because when we talk 
about $14 billion, compared to $700 bil- 
lion, I just wish there was that much 
outrage when we were making that 
commitment. So here we are talking 
about one unelected bureaucrat to be 
known as the car czar—get ready for 
the car czar. We have only had one 
good czar in the history of America 
that I know of, and that was Bill Ben- 
nett when he was the drug czar. How- 
ever, he was not given a blank check to 
spend a whole bunch of money. He is 
just a brilliant guy who was going to 
try to stop some of the stupid things 
we were doing in this country. That 
was back in the 1980s when the drug 
problem first surfaced as a major prob- 
lem. He did a great job. I draw him out 
as an exception when I talk about 
czars. Now we are talking about a car 
czar. This guy is going to have the 
same bureaucratic power that Sec- 
retary Paulson had during the time he 
pulled off this $700 billion bailout. 

Now, this bill makes the U.S. Gov- 
ernment, the taxpayers, part owners of 
these companies. This $14 billion bill is 
one that is going to surface probably 
today. People are talking about, and 
the leader talked about, maybe we will 
go all the way through the weekend if 
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we do not get something done. But the 
instrument that came over from the 
House yesterday to the Senate is most 
likely what we are going to be consid- 
ering, and it is one that makes the 
Government part owners of these com- 
panies. 

The car czar does not have any spe- 
cific instructions, such as renegoti- 
ating some of the union contracts and 
some of the things that will have to be 
done. I looked at this early on, and I 
thought, as undesirable as bankruptcy 
is, I do not know of any other way you 
can actually force the tough negotia- 
tions that will have to take place. It 
has to be management and labor. It is 
not just labor; it is not just manage- 
ment. There has been mismanagement. 
But they would have to satisfy the 
courts that we have a system that will 
work. 

I read an article in the New York 
Times from the middle of November, 
and it was entitled “А British Lesson 
on Auto Bailouts." It discussed the 
British treatment of the Leyland auto- 
mobile in the 1970s and 1980s. The arti- 
cle reported that the British Govern- 
ment ultimately spent—well, transfer- 
ring this or putting this in U.S. dol- 
lars—they spent $16.5 billion—that is 
comparable to what we are talking 
about now—to bailout the British auto- 
mobile company called Leyland. 

The article quoted a top official from 
the Thatcher government, which reluc- 
tantly but ultimately backed the bail- 
out. He said: 

I’m not telling the U.S. what to do, but the 
lesson of the British experience is don’t 
throw good money after bad. British Leyland 
carried on for a few more years, but they are 
not there now, are they? 

No, Mr. President, they are not. They 
are bankrupt after burning through the 
taxpayers’ bailout dollars. 

Now, why we now believe Govern- 
ment bailouts and Government owner- 
ship of shares of these companies is 
going to be a successful venture with- 
out a clear idea of what these compa- 
nies would do to significantly alter 
their business models, and at least 
until well into next year—I do not 
know why we think this because it has 
not happened. It has not happened suc- 
cessfully before. 

In the New York Times, just a few 
days ago, Jeffrey Garten, who served as 
Under Secretary of Commerce during 
the Clinton administration, and who is 
now a professor at Yale University, was 
quoted as saying this: 

We’re at this moment in history, in which 
the Chinese are touting that their system is 
better than ours with their mix of capitalism 
and state control and our response, it looks 
like, is to begin replicating what they’ve 
been doing. 

Now, that is what he says we are 
doing: replicating now what the Chi- 
nese have been doing. I have to say 
this: I am very much concerned about 
the Chinese. I have spent quite a bit of 
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time in Africa and other parts of the 
world. But in Africa, the Chinese, I 
think, pose the greatest threat to us. It 
is an economic threat as well as а mili- 
tary threat. But, nonetheless, does that 
mean we should be doing what they are 
doing? And we are replicating their 
System, according to Jeffrey Garten. 

I cannot support Congress using tax- 
payer dollars to bail out yet another 
industry. I can remember when we 
were talking about this а few weeks 
ago with the $700 billion bailout. We 
were talking about this as if this were 
something that was going to be а one- 
Shot deal. I said, standing on this Sen- 
ate floor, that as soon as this goes 
through, they are going to start lining 
up. 

Isaid: You are going to get not just 
the bankers, you are going to get the 
auto dealers and the airlines and every- 
body else out there saying, well, if this 
is what is out there, bail me out, too. 
I want to be bailed out. 

So this is what is happening. We are 
now looking at one unelected bureau- 
crat administering а brandnew Govern- 
ment program with taxpayer dollars 
buying ownership in an industry. I 
think we have heard this one before. I 
know the American people have heard 
this before also. 

This is exactly what Secretary 
Paulson did. I am talking about the 
massive $700 billion financial bailout 
legislation. Let’s keep in mind, we are 
talking about an amount that is far 
less than that. We are talking about 
$14 billion. 

I remember talking on the Senate 
floor when it looked as though we had 
$350 billion that was not going to be 
used. In fact, Secretary Paulson said— 
this was interesting—right before we 
went into recess, Secretary Paulson 
said: We have no intentions of using, 
no reason to use the other $350 billion. 
We have a reserve that we have not 
spent yet of about $15 billion. 

I responded and said: Well, if you do 
not have any intentions of using it, 
let’s go ahead and change the system 
so you cannot use it. I do not want to 
have us adjourn and find out: Oh, I 
think we will use another $350 billion, 
which is comparable to about $2,500 per 
family filing a tax return. 

Well, the Congress gave Secretary 
Paulson the $700 billion in two install- 
ments, and we all know how that sec- 
ond installment is. I have authored two 
bills. One of them is S. 3683, sponsored 
by, of all people, BERNIE SANDERS, the 
one who is a self-proclaimed socialist, 
a guy who is on the opposite end of the 
philosophic specter from me. Yet he 
knows this is something that is wise: 
to have accountability for the $350 bil- 
lion. I do not have her name on here, 
but I think Senator MIKULSKI might 
also have been on here because I was on 
the Senate floor with her, and she said 
it would be a good idea. We have Sen- 
ators BARRASSO, WICKER, DEMINT, ROB- 
ERTS, and VITTER. 
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This legislation would freeze the un- 
expended expenditures of the original 
$350 billion and require an affirmative 
vote—is that asking too much—an af- 
firmative vote to access the remaining 
$350 billion. It is automatic now. That 
is all we are asking for. 

So I think that as we talk today— 
and, hopefully, this will be over to- 
night; I anticipate that it will because 
it goes on and on and on, and nobody, 
right before Christmas, wants to be 
working over the weekend when it 
looks like nothing meaningful is going 
to happen—let’s bring it on, bring on 
the bill. Let’s have a vote on it. Let’s 
get it over with today, and, hopefully, 
we can reject it. think a lot of Mem- 
bers in this body, some of those who 
supported the $700 billion bailout, have 
a chance at redemption right now by 
opposing this legislation. 

So, once again, let me just put it 
back in perspective. I came back from 
Afghanistan on the weekend and I saw 
the discussion take place, and I had an 
idea, through the experience I have on 
the Senate floor, that nothing was 
going to happen for the next 2 or 3 
days, so I went back to Oklahoma and 
talked to real people. 

By the way, I have to say this: I 
talked to a lot of dealers in Oklahoma 
about the idea of a car czar, and be- 
cause of the prospect of a Washington 
bureaucrat telling the car manufactur- 
ers how to run their businesses and 
what kind of cars to make, it did not 
give them hope for the future. These 
people were opposed to it. I know a lot 
of the car dealers are for this. They are 
concerned about keeping the parts in- 
ventories and all of that, but I look at 
this, and I don’t see any other way it 
can happen. 

By the way, I would say concerning 
this bailout bill, I don’t think they did 
anything to address the California 
waiver. This is something that has to 
be done if they are really sincere about 
this bill that came over from the 
House. Someone can correct me if they 
have corrected the problems of the 
California waiver; I don’t think they 
have. Right now, there is litigation out 
there, where California wants to be 
able to determine what its tailpipe re- 
strictions are. It is in the courts right 
now, but if they are successful, then 
that would mean we have 50 States 
that can determine what their emis- 
sion requirements are in their State. 
You talk about one factor driving up 
the price of cars, that would be it. 

Again, I don’t know for sure what all 
is in this thing from the House, but I 
do know this: The basic bill is the same 
bill that we had before. It is based on a 
concept that the bureaucracy can run 
the free enterprise system better than 
the free enterprise system can, and it 
doesn’t work. Let’s solve the problem 
of the $14 billion, but let’s get some 
people to join in with me on the Senate 
bill that will allow us to require an af- 
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firmative vote for the second $350 bil- 
lion. 

Let's put that in perspective: $350 bil- 
lion as opposed to $14 billion. I think it 
deserves the attention of the Members 
of the Senate. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of а quorum. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mr. ENSIGN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the possible bail- 
out of the Big 3 automobile manufac- 
turers. General Motors, Chrysler, and 
Ford have come before this Congress 
asking for tens of billions of dollars 
from the taxpayers. This bailout, how- 
ever, raises a number of questions that 
concern me greatly. 

The economy of the United States is 
rooted in free-market principles. These 
principles, coupled with our Nation’s 
entrepreneurial spirit, helped America 
become the richest and most innova- 
tive country in the world. Even though 
our economy is struggling right now, 
we cannot abandon those principles. 

American automobile company ex- 
ecutives have made many poor deci- 
sions over the past few decades. Those 
decisions combined with a poor econ- 
omy, have put them in a desperate sit- 
uation, particularly General Motors. It 
seems to me that this is exactly why 
we have Chapter 11 bankruptcy. Now, 
when I say bankruptcy, I am not talk- 
ing about liquidation. That is Chapter 
7 bankruptcy. Chapter 11 bankruptcy 
provides struggling companies with the 
opportunity to restructure responsibly 
so that they can transform into effi- 
cient and profitable firms. Chapter 11 
exists to protect both the employees 
and the company itself by giving them 
a chance to get things right. The Big 3 
should not view Chapter 11 as some 
sort of death sentence. Instead, they 
should see it as the best opportunity to 
put themselves on the same competi- 
tive footing with companies such as 
Toyota and BMW. Venerable companies 
in America such as Macy’s and Conti- 
nental Airlines have filed for Chapter 
11 and have emerged as stronger, more 
viable companies. So why should the 
Big 3 be treated any differently? 

I know these companies would say 
they are somehow unique and that 
bankruptcy simply will not work for 
them. I am not so sure about that. The 
Big 3 worry that today’s financial envi- 
ronment would prevent them from se- 
curing debtor-in-possession financing 
from the private sector. They would 
need such funding to keep operating 
through a bankruptcy proceeding. This 
is where the government can step in. 
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This would ensure that automakers 
have the funds to complete the Chapter 
11 process. 

The Big 3 also worry that few con- 
sumers would buy à car from a com- 
pany that might not be around in a few 
years to stand by the car's warranty. 
Again, the government could step in 
and guarantee the warranties. After 
all, what is а better backup of а war- 
ranty than the full faith and credit of 
the U.S. Government? And if the gov- 
ernment took these steps, wouldn't 
that give the Big 3 à good chance to 
successfully reorganize through Chap- 
ter 11 bankruptcy? 

The Big 3 have testified before Con- 
gress that they would require about $34 
billion to avoid liquidation. They 
would need this help over the next year 
or two. Many independent analysts, 
however, believe that number may tri- 
ple that. Frankly, I am more inclined 
to believe the independent estimates 
are closer to reality. After all, the Big 
3 have time and again proven unable to 
adequately plan for the future. Why 
should we believe their projections 
now? With the deficit reaching $1 tril- 
lion or more next year, why aren’t we 
having a debate over the true cost of 
such a bailout? We should be worried 
about the U.S. taxpayer. 

In this legislation, there has been 
talk about creating a “саг czar" to 
oversee any restructuring that would 
accompany a bailout. This czar, how- 
ever, would not have nearly the same 
sort of powers a bankruptcy court 
judge would have under Chapter 11. In- 
jecting a government bureaucrat into 
the process is not a serious solution. If 
you have been around Washington long 
enough, you know it is more like a se- 
rious problem. Wouldn’t it be better to 
have an expert such as a bankruptcy 
court judge oversee the process? 

Not only would a bankruptcy judge 
have more tools than a car czar, but 
the judge would not be influenced by 
the political process. A bailout would 
invite all sorts of meddling from law- 
makers to have the companies carry 
out their own pet policies. We should 
not be using this bailout as a vehicle to 
implement domestic social policy. 

Not to mention that creditors or 
stakeholders will just lobby Congress 
to make the sort of concessions that 
would be required of them under the 
bankruptcy. We see this sort of lob- 
bying right now with the TARP pro- 
gram. Everyone is trying to tweak the 
program to benefit their own narrow 
self-interest. Why would we expect the 
auto unions or suppliers or dealers to 
behave any differently? I worry that 
politicizing the restructuring of the 
Big 3 would jeopardize any chances of 
success they may have. 

All this talk of government-directed 
restructuring also raises bigger picture 
questions. Why does Congress think we 
can succeed where so many business- 
men have already failed? What sort of 
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experience in the car-making business 
does this Congress have? Last I 
checked, none of my colleagues have a 
background in running a car company. 
And this car czar seems doomed to fail- 
ure too. One government bureaucrat to 
oversee the reorganization of three 
massive companies? What track record 
can we point to that makes us think 
this will work? 

This strikes me as a questionable 
intervention by the government into 
the private sector. We have the govern- 
ment thinking it can run these busi- 
nesses better than they can. Heck, we 
cannot even run the government. We 
also have the government choosing 
which individual companies deserve 
help and which do not. This is not what 
the Government should be doing. Gov- 
ernment should not be picking winners 
or losers in the private sector. For the 
long-term health of the country’s en- 
trepreneurial-based economy, this 
could be a dangerous precedent. 

One of the companies asking for a 
bailout is Chrysler, which is owned by 
an investment fund known as Cerberus. 
Some reports indicate Cerberus may 
have significant asset holdings, into 
the billions of dollars. But it appears 
Cerberus has done nothing to infuse 
any emergency cash into Chrysler to 
save it. Why should the government 
bail out Chrysler, when its own parent 
company seems unwilling to offer any 
help? 

If we bail out the car companies, 
what does that mean for other strug- 
gling industries? The automakers are 
not the only ones suffering today in 
this bad economy. Would we have to 
bail out every large company in every 
major industry? Tourism is one of 
America’s biggest industries and has a 
high employment multiplier, much 
like the auto industry. Hotel rooms are 
going empty as consumers cut back on 
travel. Many state economies, such as 
in my own State of Nevada, are hurting 
because of the downturn in consumer 
travel. Should the hotels receive a bail- 
out? How about the newspaper indus- 
try? We know their businesses are 
hurting too. The Tribune Company 
filed for Chapter 11. Should we be bail- 
ing them out as well? Where do we 
draw the line? Can we even draw a line 
once we have given the Big 3 a bailout? 

The proposed automaker bailout is 
indicative of a big-government ap- 
proach to dealing with our economy. 
We are in the midst of a recession, yet 
we have come back for a late session of 
Congress to talk about saving just 
three companies. Why aren’t we consid- 
ering pro-growth policies to help the 
larger economy? We should be consid- 
ering long-term, pro-growth tax cuts 
rather than searching for ways to 
spend more of the taxpayers’ money. 
For instance, lowering the corporate 
tax rate would put more money back 
into the hands of companies all across 
America. This would help companies 
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stay afloat and to avoid cutting jobs 
during these difficult times. Instead, 
the Democrats are looking to spend 
money on bloated, uncompetitive auto- 
makers. 

As we debate whether to loan billions 
of dollars to the automakers, I urge my 
colleagues to consider all the impor- 
tant questions I have raised today. 
This issue is not as simple as answer- 
ing ‘Show many jobs might be lost?" or 
“how much it will cost the govern- 
ment?" We must also consider ques- 
tions such as ‘‘what is the Govern- 
ment’s proper role during this eco- 
nomic downturn?" ‘‘What could be the 
unintended consequences of our ac- 
tions?" “Аге we setting a dangerous 
precedent for needless political inter- 
vention?" *How might this affect our 
ballooning deficit?" “Аге we taking 
the best course of action for the long- 
term health of the U.S. Government?" 

We would do America a disservice by 
approving any bailout package for the 
Big 3 before finding at least some con- 
sensus on these questions. Further- 
more, I believe we must look more 
closely at Chapter 11 as а viable option 
for the automakers. Chapter 11 reorga- 
nization for any of the Big 3 is far from 
ideal, but we do not live in an ideal 
world nor during ideal times. We 
Should not dismiss one of the most 
powerful tools available to us so read- 
ily. 

I hope my colleagues will think long 
and hard about the issues I have raised 
today before making any decisions 
about the possible bailout. If this bail- 
out package that is before us today 
fails, we can rewrite the bill and do it 
in à way that is better for the U.S. 
auto manufacturing industry. Amer- 
ican taxpayers deserve nothing less. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor and 
suggest the absence of а quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BROWN). The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the period for 
morning business be extended until 12 
noon, with Senators permitted to 
speak therein for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. CARDIN. Mr. President, I suggest 
the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY CRISIS 


Mr. VITTER. Mr. President, I stand 
to again address the key issue before us 
that affects so many Americans, Amer- 
ican families, and indeed all of us, 
through our economy: the proposed 
U.S. auto industry bailout. 

Yesterday, I stood here and an- 
nounced two conclusions I was driven 
to reach. First, I would have to strong- 
ly oppose the bailout package in its 
present form because I don't think it 
demands the fundamental  restruc- 
turing it will take for those companies 
to survive. Second, because of that 
very point, I would use every proce- 
dural tool available to block, stop, and 
delay that package from passing into 
law. 

1, again, reached those conclusions. I 
restate that commitment for one very 
simple, very compelling reason—be- 
cause so much is at stake; because we 
need to get it right; because millions of 
individual workers and families, and 
indeed all of us, through our economy, 
will suffer the consequences of our not 
taking appropriate action. 

Again, let me be clear, I am not try- 
ing to block this package in spite of job 
losses that would occur if these compa- 
nies went down. I am trying to block 
this package because of that, in light 
of that, because this package doesn't 
demand the fundamental core restruc- 
turing that is absolutely necessary for 
these companies to survive. 

This package puts those companies 
down a road where I believe that is un- 
likely to ever happen. It would throw а 
lot of taxpayer dollars at the problem 
to buy time, but it doesn't change the 
endgame, in my opinion. 

Let me also make clear, having said 
all that, I am not for doing nothing. I 
am not for going home and forgetting 
about this and walking away. This is à 
Serious crisis we must address. I am for 
doing something, but the right thing, 
the right way, something that will en- 
sure, demand the fundamental core re- 
structuring it will take for these Amer- 
ican companies to survive. 

What do I mean by that? I could sup- 
port а few alternatives. Let me outline 
two specific alternatives that are being 
worked on now, that have been devel- 
oped, that are being discussed by many 
Members that I could support. First of 
all, I could certainly support a strong, 
comprehensive alternative being devel- 
oped by Senator BOB CORKER of Ten- 
nessee and others. That proposal 
wouldn’t throw $14 billion at the com- 
pany before any outline of a restruc- 
turing plan is agreed to. It would say: 
No, we need to agree and nail down and 
ensure some of those fundamentals 
now, before any taxpayer dollars go to 
those companies. 

What are those fundamentals? Sen- 
ator CORKER outlines four that I agree 
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are at the core of the issue and must be 
nailed down before any taxpayer dol- 
lars should go to those companies. 

First, his proposal would require that 
participating companies reduce their 
outstanding debt obligations by at 
least two-thirds by forcing the compa- 
nies’ bondholders to accept an equity 
swap or debt for debt and equity swap— 
in other words, for the taxpayer dollars 
we would be sending to those compa- 
nies not to boost the take, not to boost 
the value of bonds for those bond- 
holders, but for the bondholders to con- 
tribute something up front to reduce 
the debt of the companies. That is cru- 
cial because right now those compa- 
nies, particularly GM, are drowning 
under unbelievable debt, and that al- 
leged loan would be on top of that. So 
that is crucial. 

Second, we would agree up front that 
the companies would become more 
competitive by requiring that all-in 
labor costs and work rules would be 
immediately оп par with other 
automaking companies such as Nissan, 
Toyota, and Honda. Obviously, a major 
source of the uncompetitiveness of the 
three U.S. automakers is their labor 
costs. They cannot possibly compete in 
this global marketplace when their 
costs are way, way higher, 80 percent 
higher than competitors such as Toy- 
ota, Honda, and Nissan. This aspect of 
the Corker plan would ensure that is 
nailed down up front. 

Third, the legislation would require 
that changes in payments to the UAW 
VEBA accounts occur to help the com- 
panies’ cash flow, specifically that at 
least half of any scheduled payments 
be made in stock. There again, it would 
reinforce the sense that the workers 
and the union have a real stake in all 
of this working and in those companies 
surviving. 

Fourth, any compensation, outside of 
customary severance pay, that goes 
now to workers who have been fired or 
laid off or furloughed would end. Again, 
a major cost to these U.S. companies, a 
major source of their uncom- 
petitiveness is they are paying lots of 
money, tens of millions or billions of 
dollars for people not to work, for peo- 
ple not to work. 

That is a plan I could support. That 
is not putting the cart before the 
horse. That is getting things in the 
right order, nailing down that essential 
restructuring now before any taxpayer 
dollars go out the door. 

A second alternative I could support 
would involve a formal bankruptcy 
process. A lot of folks make the argu- 
ment that bankruptcy is not an option, 
that consumers will never buy a car of 
a company in bankruptcy; they don’t 
know if the warranty will be there or 
be good 6 months or a year from now. 
We can fix that problem. We can ad- 
dress that problem with appropriate 
limited Government assistance and 
participation in the formal bank- 
ruptcy. 
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Specifically, I would support a plan 
whereby the Government could play 
that role in two limited, specific ways: 
one, backing up the warranty obliga- 
tions of the companies with the full 
faith and credit of the U.S. Govern- 
ment so consumers can retain that 
confidence and, two, providing debtor- 
in-possession financing if that is nec- 
essary. I believe the Government play- 
ing that crucial role, or something 
akin to that, can make a traditional 
bankruptcy process work. 

Again, Mr. President, I stand before 
you and my colleagues in the Senate— 
indeed, all the American people—to 
urge us to adopt one of those alter- 
native paths, to urge us to think out- 
side the tiny constricted box folks have 
tried to put us into and find a third 
way, a better way which does exist. 
There are folks who argue it is this or 
bust. Quite frankly, that is baseless 
fear mongering. There is another way. 
There is a third path and a better way. 
I have outlined two just in the last few 
minutes. Let’s choose that better path. 
Let’s do the responsible thing. Let’s de- 
mand the fundamental core restruc- 
turing it will take for these companies 
to survive. And let’s demand it and nail 
it down now, not throw billions of tax- 
payers’ dollars at them simply upon 
the request that they sit down to begin 
to think about such restructuring. 
That is the plan before us. That is un- 
reasonable. That is not an appropriate 
role for the taxpayers. But these two 
alternatives I outlined would be far dif- 
ferent, would demand and ensure that 
core fundamental restructuring hap- 
pens. 

Mr. President, I urge all of my col- 
leagues, Democrats and Republicans, 
to join me in voting no on the impor- 
tant vote tomorrow morning on the 
present plan and to say yes to real re- 
structuring, fundamental core restruc- 
turing that can save a maximum num- 
ber of these jobs in America. 

I yield the floor, and I suggest the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, 
these are, indeed, turbulent times for 
the U.S. economy. Over the past sev- 
eral months, Americans have seen 
giant companies fail, significant job 
losses, and, after unprecedented prob- 
lems in the credit markets, the fright- 
ening prospect of total disarray within 
our Nation’s mainstream economy. 

The crisis in the credit markets came 
at us quickly. We were told that urgent 
Government action was needed in order 
to shore up the broader economy and 
that failure to act would lead to a com- 
plete collapse of consumer credit, the 
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very lifeblood of our Nation’s economy. 
Under ordinary circumstances, I would 
have opposed such a measure. Govern- 
ment intervention in the marketplace, 
frankly, cuts against all my ordinary 
impulses. But this was not an ordinary 
event. I and many others believed that 
extraordinary action was needed to 
protect millions of ordinary Americans 
from the colossal and far-reaching mis- 
takes of a few. And action was taken. 
The systemic breakdown some envi- 
sioned has not occurred. So there is 
reason to believe the medicine has had 
some effect. But on the whole, the 
overall economy continues to struggle. 
Some industries have been hit harder 
than others, and one of them certainly 
is the auto industry. 

The problems in the auto industry 
have been long in the making. But last 
month the situation grew so dire that 
American automobile makers came to 
Washington with an urgent appeal for 
Federal help. Over the past few weeks, 
lawmakers have taken the time to ex- 
amine the problems of these companies 
and the solutions that have been pro- 
posed. Now the American taxpayers are 
being asked to put their money behind 
a plan that is aimed at helping these 
companies survive. 

Republicans received that plan late 
yesterday morning, about this time 
yesterday. We reviewed it closely to 
see if it meets the criteria I have laid 
out repeatedly for taxpayer protections 
and for an effective strategy for secur- 
ing the long-term viability of these 
companies. In the end, I concluded that 
it does not. 

In some ways, the proposal that was 
worked out by the White House and 
congressional Democrats appears 
tough. It calls on struggling auto com- 
panies and auto workers to make the 
sort of sacrifices they have not been 
accustomed to making in the past. It 
also includes time limits as a way of 
hastening necessary reforms. But in re- 
ality, this proposal is not nearly tough 
enough. A primary weakness relates to 
the so-called car czar who has nearly 
unlimited power to allocate taxpayer 
dollars but limited ability to force the 
kinds of tough concessions long-term 
viability would require. Another prob- 
lem lies outside the proposal itself, and 
here I am referring to the type of Gov- 
ernment action that is being con- 
templated. 

Somewhat lost in the recent debate 
over the auto industry is the funda- 
mental difference between it and the fi- 
nancial rescue plan Congress approved 
in October. While that plan was in- 
tended to rescue the entire economy, 
this one is intended to save a single in- 
dustry. That plan was intended to help 
everyone from small business owners 
to college students, and every law- 
maker who voted for it acted in the be- 
lief that is exactly what it would do. A 
failure to appreciate this distinction 
has caused а number of other indus- 
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tries and even a number of municipali- 
ties across the country to prepare their 
own proposals for Government rescue, 
as all Americans weather the tough 
economy. It has also created the im- 
pression in some minds that the Fed- 
eral Government is picking favorites 
and that favorite businesses get help 
while others do not. A lot of struggling 
Americans are asking where their bail- 
out is. They wonder why one business 
would get support over another. When 
it comes to the auto industry, many 
Republicans in Congress have asked 
these same questions. 

There are many principled reasons to 
oppose this bill. But the simplest one is 
also the best—a government big 
enough to give us everything we want 
is a government big enough to take ev- 
erything we have. This is as true for in- 
dividuals as it is for business. It is the 
primary principle upon which Amer- 
ican industry, including the auto in- 
dustry, was built. Even in turbulent 
moments such as this—perhaps espe- 
cially at moments such as this—it is a 
principle worth defending. 

Now, some argue the effects of the 
auto industry collapse would be too 
acute and far-reaching for an already 
struggling economy to bear. This is im- 
possible to know. Even if we grant that 
these companies would fail without 
taxpayer help, we would still have to 
ask ourselves whether the proposal be- 
fore us achieves the goal everyone 
claims to embrace; namely, the long- 
term viability of ailing car companies. 
In my view, it does not. 

I have already enumerated some of 
the weaknesses in the plan. But in the 
end, its greatest single flaw is it prom- 
ises taxpayer money today for reforms 
that may or may not come tomorrow. 
We would not be serving the American 
taxpayer well if we spent their hard- 
earned money without knowing with 
certainty that their investment would 
result in stronger, leaner automobile 
companies that would not need addi- 
tional taxpayer help a few months or 
weeks down the road. We simply can- 
not ask the American taxpayer to sub- 
sidize failure. 

Now, all Americans, including my- 
self, are worried about the future of 
our Nation’s automakers. These com- 
panies have a venerable place in the 
story of modern America. They con- 
tinue to provide hundreds of thousands 
of jobs across the country, including 
50,000 auto-related jobs in my home 
State of Kentucky. But many Ameri- 
cans are also worried about the pros- 
pect of the Government intervening on 
behalf of some industries and not inter- 
vening on behalf of others, especially 
when there is no guarantee—no guar- 
antee—that the interventions will 
work. They wonder when the spending 
stops. If I were to vote in favor of this 
bill, I would not have a very good an- 
swer for them. 

The best route for the long-term via- 
bility of ailing car companies may be a 
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rocky one. Government help is not the 
only option. It is not even the best op- 
tion. Long-term viability is still pos- 
sible, but it is only possible if these 
companies are forced to make the 
tough choices necessary for their sur- 
vival. 

My colleague, Senator CORKER, has 
proposed an amendment that would go 
a long way toward improving this bill. 
In keeping with the principles I have 
outlined before in these comments this 
morning, the Corker amendment does 
not just encourage reform—it doesn’t 
just encourage reform—it requires re- 
form. It does so with crucial speci- 
ficity. First, participating companies 
would be required to reduce their out- 
standing debt by at least two-thirds 
through an equity swap with bond- 
holders. The Corker amendment also 
requires that labor cost at partici- 
pating companies be brought on par 
with companies such as Nissan, Toy- 
ota—which I also have in my State— 
and Honda, not tomorrow but imme- 
diately because it is delusional to 
think a company which spends $71 per 
labor hour could compete with a com- 
pany in the same industry that spends 
$49 per labor hour. 

The Corker amendment would im- 
prove the liquidity and cash flow of 
automakers by requiring that a portion 
of the payments made to the union ac- 
counts consist of company stock. Fi- 
nally, the Corker amendment would re- 
quire participating companies to file 
for chapter 11 reorganization if any of 
these conditions—if any of these condi- 
tions—aren’t met by a fixed date. 

The Corker amendment forces nec- 
essary reforms, holds companies ac- 
countable, and assures taxpayers that 
these companies will not be back for 
more. If legislative action were nec- 
essary, the Corker proposal would 
make many much needed and dramatic 
improvements to the underlying bill. 

I, similar to all my colleagues, want 
the U.S. auto industry not only to sur- 
vive but to thrive. By cutting costs, 
streamlining production, increasing 
fuel efficiency, and investing in new 
technologies and attractive, more com- 
petitive designs, American auto com- 
panies will once again make cars peo- 
ple all over the world will want to buy. 
Then, Americans would be able to say, 
again, with pride that our cars are the 
best. 

In addition, protecting the taxpayer 
is a goal Republicans have been fight- 
ing hard for in this debate, and in my 
view it is a goal that is well worth our 
efforts. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from California is recognized. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, what is 
the order? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are in 
morning business, with a 10-minute 
time limit. There is no unanimous con- 
sent request on the order of speakers. 
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Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent to speak for 20 min- 
utes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, I have to 
Say we are now here, approaching 
Christmas, in à deepening recession. On 
December 1, the National Bureau of 
Economic Research said that, in fact, 
the recession had begun in December 
2007. 

How many jobs have been lost in the 
last year? Almost 2 million jobs have 
been lost in the last year. So we are 
here today on the heels of a loss of 2 
million jobs. The unemployment rate 
Stands at 6.7 percent, and it is growing. 
In my State, it is 8.2 percent. Today, 
the Labor Department reported that 
initial applications for jobless benefits 
rose to 573,000, the highest number in 26 
years. 

So when I hear someone come to the 
floor and say: Gee, I didn't get all the 
language until a couple days ago and 
this is а problem; you know, sit down 
and read the language. We cannot af- 
ford to say we are not going to do 
something and act to turn around this 
recession because somebody didn't 
have the time to read the bill. 

Consumer confidence has plunged to 
its lowest level since the survey began 
in 1967. Gross domestic product has 
dipped, personal spending decreased 8.7 
percent in the third quarter, and ac- 
cording to the CBO—the Congressional 
Budget Office—American workers lost 
more than $2 trillion over 15 months as 
the stock market decline devastated 
retirement accounts. Let me say that 
again. American workers lost more 
than $2 trillion over 15 months as the 
Stock market decline devastated re- 
tirement savings accounts. So we are 
dealing with a crisis. 

Compared to à year ago, U.S. fore- 
closure filings increased "71 percent in 
the third quarter. The Institute for 
Supply Management Index, which is а 
key gauge of U.S. manufacturing activ- 
ity, fell to a 26-year low in November. 
Manufacturing activity fell to a 26-year 
low in November. Home prices, tracked 
by S&P’s 20-city housing index, 
dropped 17.4 percent in September. 
That is a record—the fastest decline on 
record. Do you hear what I am saying? 
The job losses, the jobless claims, the 
foreclosures, the stock market, every- 
thing is going in the wrong direction. 
For people who don’t know what the 
fundamentals of the economy mean, 
that is the fundamentals of the econ- 
omy. That is the fundamentals—unem- 
ployment, housing prices, stock mar- 
ket, retirement incomes. 

Construction spending fell by 1.2 per- 
cent in October, much more than what 
was expected—another fundamental of 
the economy. Construction of single- 
family homes plunged 4.6 percent from 
September. Sales at the wholesale level 
plunged by 4.1 percent in October. That 
is nationwide. 
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My State of California trails only 
Michigan in the total number of auto- 
related jobs. In fact, there are nearly 
200,000 Californians employed by auto 
dealers, manufacturers, and whole- 
salers whose livelihoods are at stake. 

At the Vehicle Accessory Center in 
Rancho Cucamonga, CA, 50 workers 
manufacture auto parts for GM cars. 

The general manager, Russell Hoyt, 
writes that without a bridge loan to 
the Big Three, ‘‘we run the risk of los- 
ing all of the gains we've made over the 
years to make our company more com- 
petitive and to build new technologies 
and cars that will benefit consumers 
and improve our nation's energy secu- 
rity." 

Gina Underwood, the controller of à 
Saturn dealership that employs 48 peo- 
ple in Ontario, CA, wrote to me about 
the impact the credit market is having 
on her business. 

She says ‘‘the potential trickle down 
into my community borders on cata- 
strophic.” She adds that ‘‘helping our 
industry in the short-term will have a 
much lower cost than addressing the 
effects of a failed industry in the midst 
of an economic turnaround." 

The Los Angeles Federation of Labor 
says the decline in the auto industry is 
“responsible for nearly 11 percent of 
California’s job loss in the past year. It 
has also robbed millions of dollars from 
state and local treasuries that are re- 
sponsible for funding some of our most 
crucial public services." 

The California chapter of the United 
Auto Workers writes that ‘‘these loans 
will enable domestic auto companies to 
continue operations and will avoid put- 
ting thousands of people out of work." 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent to have printed in the RECORD the 
California recession figures. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

CALIFORNIA RECESSION FIGURES 

In California, the unemployment rate is at 
8.2 percent—the highest in 14 years. 

California has lost 101,000 jobs over the 
past year and 487,000 more people were look- 
ing for work in October than were doing so à 
year ago. 

1.5 million Californians are out of work. 

The University of the Pacific Business 
Forecasting Center has predicted that the 
State's unemployment rate will peak at 9.6 
percent the end of next year and won't dip 
below 9 percent until 2011. 

Through the first three quarters of 2008, 
more than 189,000 California homes were lost 
to foreclosure. 

The number of California homes in fore- 
closure totaled 79,511 in the third quarter— 
more than triple last year's number. 

In cities like Los Angeles, San Francisco, 
and San Diego, housing prices have declined 
more than 25 percent. 

In October 51 percent of homes sold in 
Southern California were in foreclosures, 
compared to 16 percent the year before. 

А recent report stated that over 27 percent 
of California homeowners are already ‘‘un- 
derwater," or have negative equity in their 
home. 
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The Joint Economic Committee estimates 
that California state-wide home prices will 
fall 17 percent between 2007 and 2009, result- 
ing in a net loss of over 1 trillion in housing 
wealth. 

The state budget shortfall for next year 
could reach $28 billion. 

Mrs. BOXER. Suffice it to say that 
1.5 million Californians are out of 
work, and in the third quarter we had 
79,000 foreclosures, more than triple 
last year’s numbers. We have a State 
budget crisis, some of it emanating 
from this downturn, and we have to 
step up to the plate and do our part. 
Whether we live in a city, whether we 
live in a county, whether we work for 
the people as a member of a city coun- 
cil, whether we work as a county su- 
pervisor, whether we work as a mayor 
or a House Member or a Senator, all of 
us who work for the people have to step 
up to the plate. 

I did something interesting, and it 
might be of interest to you. I worked 
with my staff. We have 58 counties in 
California and we got on the phone and 
we talked to the leaders of each of 
those counties and the 10 major cities 
in our State. We do have 38 million 
people in our State. They told us what 
is happening on the ground there, and 
it is not a pretty picture. Now, some of 
them are doing better than others. A 
lot of them are facing unemployment 
rates in their cities of 13 percent, 12 
percent, and 9 percent. In the inland 
empire area, which is just east of Los 
Angeles, we have the highest unem- 
ployment rate in the Nation, about 9.1 
percent. 

So the point of my setting the stage 
for my remarks by giving a broad look 
at what is happening is to make sure 
people understand we are not taking up 
this auto rescue plan in normal times. 
If it was normal times, that would be 
one thing. I wouldn’t be that sympa- 
thetic to the big three in normal times. 
I have had my arguments with them 
since the 1980s. I think their fighting 
California and the 19 other States that 
want better fuel economy is a huge 
mistake on their part, and I don’t want 
to reward them for that. But I have to 
tell you, when you look at the times 
we are in, you recognize we need to 
bridge these troubled times right now, 
bridge these troubled times with a loan 
so we can take a look at this when we 
have a new President, a new Congress, 
and, frankly, when we begin to see a 
light at the end of this tunnel, which I 
believe is going to come when our new 
President comes to us in January and 
we start to put together a plan for eco- 
nomic recovery. 

How tragic would it be if we lost this 
manufacturing base at this point in 
this recession, just as I do believe we 
are going to pull ourselves out of this 
mess we are in. We need a bridge to 
better times for the auto industry. By 
the way, other countries around the 
globe are doing the same for their auto 
industries. Because there are two 
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things happening here. Detroit got in 
trouble because, in my view, they built 
those big cars, they didn’t diversify 
their fleet, and they fought us on fuel 
economy. Believe me, I was in that 
fight against them every step of the 
way. They won that fight. But now 
they are losing at the end of the day 
because they made a mistake in fight- 
ing us. 

But we don’t want to lose this manu- 
facturing base at this time. We would 
be the only industrialized nation in the 
world not to have a domestic auto in- 
dustry. 

When I hear my colleagues say I 
don’t like this little sentence here or 
that sentence there, I understand that. 
Believe me, there are a lot of things in 
these bills I do not like at all. But we 
have to step back and say, in these 
troubled times, unparalleled since the 
Great Depression, do we want to leave 
here and risk the chance that we could 
wake up without a manufacturing base 
in our great Nation? I say the answer is 
no. 

I have three reasons for voting for 
this rescue package: Jobs, jobs and 
jobs. When we were hit with fore- 
closures, the first round of them, they 
had to do with predatory lending. They 
had to do with some things that were 
outrageous—people put in these 
subprime loans who could have been in 
prime loans. They woke up one day 
when they were paying $400 a month 
and suddenly it is $1,000 a month. They 
couldn’t do it. We hope those loans 
could be restructured. That is one set 
of difficult circumstances for going 
into foreclosures. The far worse set of 
circumstances is when you lose your 
job and your family cannot make it. 
That is the thing I wish to avoid. 

My focus is on this economy and 
making sure we are doing everything 
to save, preserve, and create jobs. With 
each passing day, we realize what a cri- 
sis we are in. Again, today we found 
out more people filed for unemploy- 
ment compensation, a bigger number 
than we have seen in 26 years. When I 
heard we lost 533,000 jobs last month, it 
sent shivers up and down my spine. If 
we don’t act, we risk seeing another 2 
to 3 million jobs that could be at risk. 
We know even the collapse of one of 
the big three could cause that. 

In my home State, we have 200,000 
auto-related jobs, second only to 
Michigan. 

At the Vehicle Accessory Center at 
Rancho Cucamonga, our general man- 
ager there writes that without a bridge 
loan to the big three: 

We run the risk of losing all the gains 
we've made over the years to make our com- 
pany more competitive and to build new 
technologies and cars that will benefit con- 
sumers and improve our nation’s energy se- 
curity. 

Gina Underwood, a controller at Sat- 
urn of Ontario, employing 48 people in 
Ontario, CA, wrote to me about the im- 
pact of the credit crisis. She says: 
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The potential trickle down into my com- 
munity borders on catastrophic. 


She adds: 


Helping our industry in the short-term will 
have a much lower cost than addressing the 
effects of a failed industry in the midst of an 
economic turnaround. 


The Los Angeles County Federation 
of Labor says the decline in the auto 
industry: 

. is responsible for nearly 11 percent of 
California’s job loss in the past year. 


The California chapter of the United 
Auto Workers writes: 

These loans will enable domestic auto 
companies to continue operations and will 
avoid putting thousands of people out of 
work. 


I ask unanimous consent to have 
these letters printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


VEHICLE ACCESSORY CENTER, 

Rancho Cucamonga, CA, November 12, 2008. 
Senator BARBARA BOXER. 

DEAR SENATOR BOXER: I own a company 
that exclusively provides goods and services 
to General Motors Dealerships in Southern 
California. I am writing to urge you to sup- 
port GM and America’s domestic auto indus- 
try. Our company employs up to 50 people 
and there are millions more Americans 
among suppliers, dealers, retirees and com- 
munities that depend on our industry for 
their livelihood and well-being. 

All of us need your support now. We cannot 
sustain our industry because of the worst fi- 
nancial crisis to hit our country in over half 
a century. We run the risk of losing all of the 
gains we’ve made over the years to make our 
company more competitive and to build new 
technologies and cars that will benefit con- 
sumers and improve our nation’s energy se- 
curity. 

Our industry is the real economy that runs 
through Main Street. I call on you and your 
Congressional colleagues to help preserve 
jobs and help the domestic auto industry 
weather this financial storm. With your sup- 
port, I know my company will emerge 
stronger and more competitive. And, that 
means a stronger economy and a more com- 
petitive America. 

I have attached an industry fact sheet that 
really demonstrates the critical nature of 
this industry to our economy. I look forward 
to seeing you take an active role in passing 
legislation to support this critical economic 
need. 

Sincerely, 
RUSSELL R. Hoyt, 
General Manager/Partner. 
SATURN OF ONTARIO, 
Ontario, CA, December 2, 2008. 
Hon. BARBARA BOXER, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR SENATOR BOXER: My name is Gina M 
Underwood and I am the Controller at Sat- 
urn of Ontario. My dealership employs 48 
with an annual payroll of $1,986,059. Our busi- 
ness also supports dozens of local suppliers 
that are intertwined in our community pro- 
viding multiple more jobs. I am writing be- 
cause I fear much of this will be lost and the 
impact to my community severe if the do- 
mestic auto industry is allowed to fail under 
the weight of the current economic chaos. I 
believe I have good reason to request your 
support. 
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The negative effects of the global credit 
crisis have caused a huge downturn in con- 
sumer confidence that I see play out on my 
car lot every day. I have seen my sales plum- 
met to levels not seen since World War II. 
The manufacturers who supply me can’t get 
credit to complete their restructurings and 
put advanced technologies into production, 
my customers can’t get credit to buy the 
new cars off my lot and I can’t get credit to 
finance my monthly inventory. The poten- 
tial trickle down into my community bor- 
ders on catastrophic. 

Hundreds of jobs in my community will be 
lost. 

Multiple suppliers will go under. 

On a broader scale, billions of dollars al- 
ready invested in asserting U.S. techno- 
logical leadership for advanced propulsion 
systems—in batteries, fuel cells, hybrids and 
biofuels—will be lost. 

Our manufacturing ability, critical for our 
national security is threatened which only 
exacerbates our dependence on foreign oil. 

The critics say that the industry has not 
done enough to save itself. They could not be 
more wrong. The auto manufacturers have 
been investing $10 billion in plants and 
equipment each year. The quality gap has 
been all but erased between U.S.-based and 
foreign manufacturers. And new labor agree- 
ments that will put the domestic industry in 
line with our foreign competitors will take 
effect in 2010. 

І cannot urge you strongly enough to take 
action on behalf of my community and my 
industry. Helping our industry in the short- 
term will have à much lower cost than ad- 
dressing the effects of a failed industry in 
the midst of an economic turnaround. Sadly, 
I fear the price of inaction is greater than 
my business can bear. Thank you for your 
time to hear my concerns. 

Sincerely, 

GINA UNDERWOOD. 
Los ANGELES COUNTY 
FEDERATION OF LABOR, AFL-CIO, 
Los Angeles, CA, December 5, 2008. 
Senator BARBARA BOXER, 
Los Angeles, CA. 

Hon. BARBARA BOXER: I write to you out of 
concern for the millions of autoworkers who 
will lose their good jobs if federal emergency 
aid isn't passed for automakers and because 
the industry's downfall is responsible for 
nearly 11 percent of California's job loss in 
the past year. It has also robbed tens of mil- 
lions of dollars from state and local treas- 
uries that are responsible for funding some 
of our most crucial public services. 

While we in Los Angeles are fortunate not 
to be home to an industry that is on а verge 
of collapse, we are the nation's capitol of the 
working poor. In my many years leading the 
union representing hotel workers, I have 
come to witness how low-wage workers 
struggle just to get by. They struggle to feed 
their children, pay their bills and rent. When 
their children fall ill they rely on home rem- 
edies instead of taking them to the doctor 
because they simply can't afford it. 

My concern for workers if the emergency 
assistance fails to pass is not whether they 
will find another job elsewhere, but what 
will become of them in that next job. I worry 
that it will force them into our nation's 
ranks of the working poor. In my 30 years in 
the labor movement I've come to learn that 
poverty in our communities doesn't stem 
from a lack of jobs. It stems from a lack of 
good jobs that provide middle class wages 
and benefits—jobs that provide the pathway 
to reach the American dream. 
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Аз leaders, you as а public servant and I as 
a labor leader, have a moral responsibility to 
fight for good jobs that allow men and 
women to raise their families with pride, 
dignity and with the piece of mind that a se- 
cure retirement brings. We must do every- 
thing possible to ensure that the industry 
that was once the backbone of our middle 
class rises to those heights once again, So I 
urge you today to vote for government aid to 
automakers. 

In solidarity, 
MARIA ELENA DURAZO, 
Executive Secretary-Treasurer. 
UAW REGION 5, 
Fremont, CA, December 1, 2008. 
Re Bridge Loan for the Big Three. 
Hon. BARBARA BOXER, 
San Francisco, CA. 

DEAR SENATOR BOXER: On behalf of the 
UAW postdoctoral research members who re- 
side in San Francisco, we would greatly ap- 
preciate it if you would take some time away 
from your busy schedule to meet with us be- 
fore December 8, 2008, here in the City. 

The purpose of our meeting is to help you 
understand the serious issues that the UAW 
is facing concerning the Big Three auto 
loans. These loans will enable domestic auto 
companies to continue operations and will 
avoid putting thousands of people out of 
work. We also need to remember that sup- 
pliers who make certain parts for auto com- 
panies will be affected by this as well. Let’s 
not forget that the auto industry has been 
woven into the fabric of the United States of 
America, and without it, we will fail. 

This is an extremely important issue to all 
of us. Please would you contact my sec- 
retary, Veronica Morgan, at (510) 656-9901, 
and let her know the date and time you will 
be available. You can also contact me on my 
cell, (510) 299-7399. 

Sincerely, 
PAT CACCAMO, 
UAW CAP Representative, Region 5. 

Mrs. BOXER. Mr. President, the un- 
employment rate in my State, again, is 
8.2 percent in California; 8.2 percent. It 
is rising. Losing another 200,000 jobs at 
this time is catastrophic. If we leave 
and we risk that, then it is our fault. 
The people who vote this way will have 
to answer to their own consciences. 
Failure to act is not an option. 

Here’s the thing, there is a huge cost 
of inaction. I understand my colleagues 
are very concerned about the cost to 
taxpayers. I share that concern. I never 
heard them talk about that when their 
States were giving all kinds of incen- 
tives to foreign car companies to come 
in. I will get to that later. But here is 
what happens in addition to the mas- 
sive job losses if the big three fail. The 
burden on taxpayers to pick up the 
pieces would be much more costly than 
these loans. Losing GM, Ford or Chrys- 
ler would add billions of dollars in 
costs to the already depleted Pension 
Benefit Guaranty Corporation. Tax- 
payers would have to provide health 
care, unemployment benefits, and 
other related services. Unfunded health 
care liabilities would be forced into 
Medicare and Medicaid with costs 
reaching $50 billion. If the automakers 
file for bankruptcy, it could lead to a 
$108 billion loss to the Treasury be- 
cause of reduced individual income. 
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My colleagues say let them go bank- 
rupt, as if it is a magic solution. It is 
not a magic solution because the polls 
tell us 80 percent of the people will not 
buy a car from a bankrupt automaker 
because of obvious reasons. If you want 
to keep your car 8, 4, 5 years—I keep 
mine 9 or 10 years—you want to make 
sure you have the parts available to fix 
your car. You want to make sure you 
have someone who understands the car 
and can service the car. 

This is not similar to a dress com- 
pany going out of business and declar- 
ing bankruptcy. That is sad and it is 
tough but, you know, you are not going 
to worry about it. If you have a dress 
by someone and the company goes out 
of business, you are not going to be 
dealing with that manufacturer. You 
are if you buy a car. By providing $14 
billion in loan authority now with re- 
quirements that the money be paid 
back, we are taking steps to protect 
taxpayers from at least $150 billion in 
future liabilities, should the auto com- 
panies shut down. 

Then there are people who say isn’t 
this the first of what could be many 
interventions? I can’t predict that. I 
am just saying at this time, now, with 
what we know about the state of this 
economy, with what we know about the 
state of the lost equity in the market, 
with what we know about the state of 
housing, of construction, of the number 
of people filing—this the Christmas 
season. My goodness, let’s take a 
chance on this. Let’s take a chance on 
this. 

The administration gave $150 billion 
to an insurance company. I never heard 
anybody at that time say: Well, the 
workers in that insurance company 
make too much money. That is the 
problem. You never heard a word about 
that from my Republican friends. 
Blaming the workers for this is out- 
rageous. They have given back and 
they have given back and they have 
given back. 

What would happen to the thousands 
of other associated businesses that rely 
on GM, Ford, and Chrysler if they went 
belly up? The big three share 80 percent 
of the supplier base in this country. If 
one of the companies goes bankrupt, 
these small- and medium-size busi- 
nesses could lose significant revenue 
and be forced to make layoffs or close 
their doors. 

I wish to talk about other countries 
taking significant steps to support 
their domestic auto manufacturing 
base. Countries throughout Europe and 
Asia are providing assistance to their 
auto manufacturers during this time of 
crisis. You take all the auto companies 
now—take Toyota. Their sales are way 
down. Everybody is hit by this reces- 
sion. The question is, Do we abandon 
this manufacturing base? Credit mar- 
kets are still frozen. For that, I have to 
say, and let me be clear—I don’t under- 
stand what Mr. Paulson has done since 
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we gave him that authority for $350 bil- 
lion. Why are the credit markets still 
as frozen as they are? 

The answer comes back: It could 
have been worse. I believe that. It 
could have been worse. But we need to 
do a better job there. Let me be clear, 
I am not voting—if I have to vote 
today, tomorrow, next week—to re- 
lease the next $350 billion to this ad- 
ministration. So let me put that on the 
line. 

Other countries are recognizing that, 
with the credit markets frozen, they 
need to maintain their strong manufac- 
turing base. We are the greatest coun- 
try in the world. How could we ever 
continue our leadership if we lose that 
manufacturing base? I know Senator 
STABENOW has been quite eloquent on 
the point, about how integrated the 
manufacturing base is with our mili- 
tary and national defense infrastruc- 
ture. The big three automakers are the 
biggest customers for many of the 
major suppliers of parts and tech- 
nology for the armed services. From 
onboard computer devices to tires to 
engine machinery, these suppliers 
often rely on the big three to sustain 
their businesses. 

Isay to my colleagues on the other 
side who are taking the lead against 
this: Think about it. We all stand for a 
Strong defense. If you lose this manu- 
facturing base, whom are you going to 
rely on if we have more national emer- 
gencies, international emergencies? We 
know we cannot afford to lose this 
base. 

I mentioned before that some of my 
colleagues on the other side—the Sen- 
ator from Alabama, the Senator from 
Tennessee—they have been very out- 
Spoken against helping the auto com- 
panies. Where were they when Alabama 
provided $258 million in taxpayer-fund- 
ed incentives to the foreign automaker 
Mercedes-Benz to build an auto manu- 
facturing plant in the State of Ala- 
bama? I never heard them speak up. Do 
they only speak out against American 
workers who work for American com- 
panies here? They support the foreign 
companies, not the American compa- 
nies. 

Tennessee offered at least $200 mil- 
lion in incentives to Toyota to build an 
assembly plant in Chattanooga. In- 
Stead, they landed in Mississippi. Mis- 
sissippi provided Toyota $296 million in 
taxpayer-funded initiatives. Why don't 
І hear my colleagues from Tennessee or 
Mississippi out here saying: Oh, that 
was a mistake. Taxpayers should not 
have been on the hook. 

Something is wrong. Is this about not 
helping these workers because they are 
tough and they joined а union? Is that 
it? What is this? It doesn't smell right. 
You can't support giving money to lure 
foreign manufacturers into your State, 
foreign auto companies into your 
State, and then suddenly turn on folks 
who are trying to save the domestic 
automobile industry. 
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It is not that Iam against what those 
States did. I am just talking about 
being consistent. If you didn’t oppose 
giving money to foreign car companies, 
why do you oppose giving a bridge loan 
to our own domestic manufacturing 
base at a time of great economic peril? 

We will live to fight another day on 
this, that is for sure. As I said, if this 
were a different time, if this were a dif- 
ferent place, if the economy were 
thriving and one of those companies 
had problems due to their own inepti- 
tude, I would not be here now. This is 
a worldwide recession. Other countries 
are moving forward. I hope the Amer- 
ican people understand this. 

If we are to add 2 to 3 million more 
unemployed people onto the list, we 
are going to be in a downward spiral. It 
is going to be very hard for us to re- 
cover in the near term. 

Again, the big three have made a lot 
of mistakes. I met with them in the 
1980s. I will never forget it. I was over 
in the House and I was on a committee 
that was dealing with fuel economy. I 
said: Why don’t you make more of 
these fuel-efficient cars? At that time, 
I said: My kids are in college. I see 
their friends are all buying these 
smaller cars. They want to buy Amer- 
ican, but they cannot. They cannot af- 
ford the gas. That was after we had this 
crisis in the 1970s. 

They said: You don’t know what you 
are talking about. Those small cars, 
you don’t make enough money on 
them, they are no good. People want 
big cars. That is good. We make more 
money. They said to me: We are giving 
up those small cars to other compa- 
nies, to foreign companies. 

I believed that was wrong. I said you 
need to have diversity. 

They decided to go their way. 

I don’t have a great deal of sympathy 
for the management over there respon- 
sible for this. They didn’t take the lead 
in research and development of ad- 
vanced technology vehicles. They put 
too many of their resources into gas 
guzzlers. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent for another 10 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mrs. BOXER. They ignored signs that 
their future success would depend on 
an ability to adapt to a changing busi- 
ness climate with innovation and new 
technologies. When I learned of the fi- 
nancial problems facing GM, Ford, and 
Chrysler, I viewed a possible rescue 
plan as an opportunity to help Detroit 
embrace new technologies that could 
lead them toward a strong and pros- 
perous future. I still think, because of 
the White House’s objection, the bill 
before us is making a big mistake be- 
cause I wanted to make sure we could 
say in this bridge loan the funds could 
not be used to pursue litigation related 
to the California waiver. 

Well, the administration will not go 
for that. We know where they stand on 
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energy independence, we know where 
they stand on fighting global warming, 
on clean cars. They stand nowhere—or 
I should say they stand somewhere in a 
bad place. If the big three would em- 
brace the California waiver, under- 
standing that 19 other States are with 
us, and produce cars to meet the goals, 
the very clean-air goals we have there, 
I think we would be a leader in the 
world. I see that in our future. I really 
do. 

I know in your State, Mr. President, 
we are seeing a whole new range of 
manufacturing dealing with solar pan- 
els. It is very exciting. This is the fu- 
ture. This is the future. Our big three 
should be leading the way. I hope they 
got the message in this last runup of 
gas prices. I hope they get the message 
that there is global warming and that 
we are going to have to deal with it if 
our planet is to survive. 

I am confident that President-elect 
Obama is going to approve the waiver. 
I am confident that when he does that, 
it is going to be a big help to the big 
three because they will really buckle 
down. 

By the way, we are going to reim- 
burse this technology fund, they are 
going to move ahead and they are 
going to meet the requirements with 
the cleanest cars possible, and it will 
be a new day. Now, if all three of them 
do it and two of them survive in the fu- 
ture, that may be the way. We do not 
know. But what we do know is that 
today, this day, December 11, so close 
to Christmas, we do know that to walk 
away without helping this important 
industry could lead—could lead—to a 
far deeper recession and even toward a 
depression. 

With this auto retooling program 
from which these funds are being bor- 
rowed, this will be replenished. Speak- 
er PELOSI has indicated to me person- 
ally that they will be replenished. I 
call on my colleagues in the Senate to 
support quick replenishment of the 
program, which is essential to the ef- 
fort of repositioning the U.S. at the 
forefront of new transportation and ad- 
vanced battery technologies. 

You know, we have startup compa- 
nies in my State—very exciting. One of 
them is called Tesla Motors and the 
other is Fisker Automotive. That is 
two of them. They are leading the ef- 
fort to develop advanced technology 
batteries, zero-emission cars, and high- 
performance plug-in hybrid electric ve- 
hicles. I have driven some of these cars. 
They are extraordinary. These compa- 
nies and others, including the big 
three, are processing section 136 loan 
applications to retool manufacturing 
plants and speed up the development of 
technology that will put the United 
States right out in front, leading the 
way to clean cars and clean tech- 
nology. 

I wish to point out that no bill is per- 
fect. I could write a bill that would be 


December 11, 2008 


far better for me. Every Senator could. 
But there is significant taxpayer over- 
sight in this bill, as well as bench- 
marks that the big three must meet in 
order to continue to receive Govern- 
ment assistance. 

By January 1, the car czar will de- 
velop benchmarks to determine how to 
assess each company's progress in 
turning its plans submitted to Con- 
gress into long-term restructuring 
plans. The benchmarks will focus on 
how the big three will restructure their 
businesses for long-term viability, in- 
creased fuel efficiency, advanced tech- 
nology, managing debt, capitalization, 
and future cost requirements. 

So to my colleagues on the other side 
of the aisle who say: Let them go bank- 
rupt, it is better, they will restructure, 
we are going to make sure they re- 
structure without declaring  bank- 
ruptcy and without unloading all of the 
cost of that bankruptcy onto the backs 
of taxpayers. If any of the big three fail 
to submit long-term restructuring 
plans by March 31, 2009, the car czar 
has the authority to call the loan or 
cancel the loan commitment within 30 
days, requiring the loan to be paid 
back at an accelerated rate. 

Taxpayers will recover the cost of 
these loans over 7 years at а rate of 5 
percent for the first 5 and 9 percent 
thereafter. The car czar will have ac- 
cess to all financial records of the big 
three and will have the ability to pro- 
hibit asset sales or possible invest- 
ments over $100 million, which will pro- 
tect U.S. jobs being outsourced. The 
Government will have senior debt sta- 
tus for repayment of the loans, mean- 
ing we are in the front of the line to re- 
cover loan payments regardless of the 
companies’ success. Stock warrants 
will ensure the taxpayers benefit from 
any future growth these companies 
may experience. The bill prohibits 
golden parachutes, puts limits on exec- 
utive compensation and bonus com- 
pensation to top employees, and it re- 
quires the companies to divest from 
any private jet investments. The pay- 
ment of dividends to shareholders will 
be prohibited during the loan period. In 
other words, there is every incentive 
for these companies to turn their com- 
panies around. They want to pay divi- 
dends to shareholders, they want to get 
bonuses, they want to get back to busi- 
ness as usual. But we say: Before you 
do, you have to pay us back. They have 
а lot of reasons to make this turn- 
around. 

The loan program will be subject to 
Strict auditing by the Comptroller Gen- 
eral and the GAO. The car czar will be 
tasked with facilitating agreements be- 
tween unions, retirees, debtholders, 
creditors, suppliers, auto dealers, and 
Shareholders to reduce costs and ensure 
long-term viability. 

Again, I say to my colleagues who 
are saying let them go bankrupt, take 
а look at this bill. You are saying let 
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them go bankrupt because they will 
have to restructure. We say restructure 
without the bankruptcy because if, in 
fact, there is a bankruptcy declared, 80 
percent of the American people say 
they will not buy a car from a company 
that has gone bankrupt. I understood 
that. So this avoids the bankruptcy 
and allows them to restructure. If we 
fail to do this, we are playing Russian 
roulette with this recession. In times 
of crisis, you have to see opportunities. 

I believe, as à major critic of the car 
companies since the 1980s when I was 
here in the House of Representatives, 
they have finally gotten the message. 
It has taken them too long. They have 
been too arrogant. They have not seen 
the world changing. They have not no- 
ticed global warming. They have been 
blinded to so many things that were 
happening around them. They were 
hostile to California and the 19 other 
States that want to clean up our envi- 
ronment and get better fuel mileage, 
have clean cars. Instead of embracing 
those States and working with those 
States—by the way, those 19 States and 
California represent à majority of the 
American people. A majority of the 
American people want clean cars. 

Now, it may have taken this horrific 
turn of events to get the message 
through, but clearly the message must 
be getting through. Jeffrey Sachs 
wrote recently in the Washington Post: 

American-made fuel-cell cars may be a 
large-scale reality within а decade. Success 
would dramatically improve energy and na- 
tional security and U.S. global competitive- 
ness. 

Now, this is the opportunity. But 
guess what. If we do not act, if we do 
not act and this recession keeps deep- 
ening, we will not have this chance. We 
will be the only industrialized democ- 
racy without a domestic auto company 
and without that manufacturing base. 
So we have to do what is necessary to 
push Detroit toward a stronger, more 
efficient future. It may be that at some 
point in the future, that industry will 
have a different look to it. Maybe it 
will have a different look to it. We do 
not know that. But what we do know 
now is that what has hit Detroit is far 
more than making the wrong choices 
about what cars they produce. I think 
they made those wrong choices, but it 
is far bigger than that because every 
company in America and outside of 
America that is making cars is suf- 
fering today because of the terrible re- 
cession we are in, because of a lack of 
consumer confidence, because of a loss 
of equity in the stock market, because 
of home foreclosures, because of all of 
these things. 

So I say you never know what could 
happen in the future. I am not able to 
predict it because I cannot. But I know 
what I have to do now. I have to think 
about those three things: jobs, jobs, 
and jobs. When I think about that, and 
I recognize that just today we had 
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more filings for unemployment insur- 
ance than we have had in 26 years, I 
say for us to walk away from this with- 
out this scaled-down bridge loan would 
be playing Russian roulette with this 
recession. I love my country too much 
to do that. With all of the problems I 
have with Detroit, I will support help- 
ing them in this fashion. 


a 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the period for 
morning business be extended until 2 
p.m., with Senators permitted to speak 
for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
MCCASKILL). Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

Mrs. BOXER. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


ORDER OF PROCEDURE 


Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
also ask unanimous consent that Sen- 
ator NELSON of Florida be allowed to 
speak after me. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. BARRASSO. Thank you very 
much, Madam President. 


EE 


CLEANUP OF NUCLEAR MISSILE 
SITE IN CHEYENNE, WYOMING 


Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
stand here today holding a 500-page re- 
port, a report that was sent to my of- 
fice yesterday by the Army Corps of 
Engineers. I will not read the whole re- 
port, I am happy to say, but I want to 
call attention to the Senate and to the 
country, as well as to the people of Wy- 
oming, what is contained within this 
report. 

This report, at а cost of who knows 
how many taxpayer dollars, says some- 
thing I have known and the people of 
Wyoming have known to be true. It 
says the Army Corps of Engineers is re- 
Sponsible for the contamination of the 
water wells of the city of Cheyenne. 
Now, let me clarify. The report does 
not actually say the words ‘‘we are re- 
Sponsible." Washington could never 
admit its faults so directly. No. In- 
stead, the report states that other po- 
tential sources of contamination, other 
potential sources of this trichloro- 
ethylene—the contaminant, the chem- 
ical that is in our city's wells—it says 
that other potential sources ‘‘may be 
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limited.” I guess that is Washington’s 
way of saying: It was us. 

The Wyoming Department of Envi- 
ronmental Quality and the city of 
Cheyenne found evidence of trichloro- 
ethylene in the water supply in 1998—10 
years ago. The culprit is a dormant 
Cold War-era nuclear missile area. It is 
a missile site and has been there for a 
long time. The Army Corps of Engi- 
neers admits that over 1,800 gallons of 
this contaminant, TCE, was dumped at 
the Atlas 4 nuclear missile site each 
year—each year—of the operation of 
the missile site, beginning in the mid- 
1960s. 

Well, the discharge of TCE the Army 
Corps admits to is a mere 1 mile—1 
mile—from the water wells of the city 
of Cheyenne. The Wyoming Depart- 
ment of Environmental Quality has 
claimed there is one giant plume of 
TCE emanating from the former nu- 
clear missile site, working its way into 
and then contaminating the city’s 
water wells. The missile site is cur- 
rently being cleaned up under the 
Superfund laws by the Army Corps of 
Engineers. Unfortunately, the Army 
Corps only admits culpability for TCE 
contamination directly emanating 
from the nuclear missile site. They al- 
lege that there is actually a gap be- 
tween the plume they admit to at the 
nuclear missile site and the one around 
the city's water wells—1 mile apart. 

Now, you might think it odd that the 
Department of Defense, given the vol- 
ume of this chemical that has been 
dumped year after year in rural Wyo- 
ming, would not admit that it was the 
responsible party for contaminating 
the city's wells. That would just make 
sense. They would say: Yes, we dumped 
it here. It is right here, à mile away in 
the wells. It is our fault. No. It would 
just make sense to us that they would 
admit it. But, in fact, the Army Corps 
over the last few years has looked to 
blame almost anyone else, has looked 
to blame others than to say they are 
responsible for  contaminating the 
city's wells. Well, such claims have in- 
cluded that there might have been а 
train derailment and the train might 
have been carrying TCE into the area. 
They said it might have been from a 
nearby oil rig, it might have been from 
a local shooting range. The Army 
Corps said: Anybody but us. 

I became involved in this issue after 
I felt the city of Cheyenne and the Wy- 
oming Department of Environmental 
Quality were being ignored by Wash- 
ington. As ranking member of the 
Superfund and Environmental Health 
Subcommittee, I pushed for testing of 
the ground in that 1-mile area between 
the nuclear missile site and the water 
wells of the city of Cheyenne. The 
Army Corps finally agreed to do the 
testing and said it would also look into 
the historical use of this chemical in 
the Cheyenne area to make sure there 
was not another responsible party for 
the contamination. 
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The final results—all 500 pages—were 
finally released this week. To no one’s 
surprise who lives in Wyoming, to no 
one’s surprise who is familiar with this 
issue, to no one’s surprise but the 
Army Corps of Engineers, the contami- 
nating chemical, TCE, was found in the 
ground between the nuclear missile 
site and the city’s water wells, right 
where we said it would be. The report 
also revealed they found no other pub- 
lic records of TCE use in the Cheyenne 
area for any other reason. It just 
makes sense to us, and the cause is 
clear. Given these findings, it is time 
for the Army Corps to provide the 
funding the city needs to manage and 
to complete the current cleanup ef- 
forts. 

Now, let me be clear. The city of 
Cheyenne’s water is safe. Untold thou- 
sands of taxpayer dollars have gone to 
keep TCE out of the water supply. The 
city of Cheyenne and the State of Wyo- 
ming have implemented the effective 
procedures to protect the folks in 
Cheyenne. Those efforts have been 
completely successful. But the Army 
Corps of Engineers and the U.S. Gov- 
ernment have the responsibility to 
fund the cleanup. They have responsi- 
bility to fix the problem, and this re- 
port says it is so. It is time to do so. 

Madam President, I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Florida. 


TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


JOHN WARNER 

Mr. NELSON of Florida. Madam 
President, I wish to take this oppor- 
tunity to pay tribute to a true patriot 
and a dear friend, Senator JOHN WAR- 
NER of Virginia. 

It has been an extraordinary experi- 
ence for me to serve with Senator WAR- 
NER on the Armed Services Committee 
and the Intelligence Committee. 

In the capacity of his service on the 
Armed Services Committee, which has 
been upwards of three decades, serving 
as its chairman, the insight and guid- 
ance he has provided has been invalu- 
able. Over and over, you will hear the 
members of that committee speak as I, 
as if with one voice, how we appreciate 
his public service. He has great knowl- 
edge. He has great wisdom. It is tem- 
pered with a wonderful personality 
that is most studious and deliberative. 
Few have done as much to champion 
the cause of our men and women in the 
Armed Forces of the United States as 
JOHN WARNER. 

This Senator admires him for his 
sense of fairness, for his mutual respect 
of all the Members of the Senate. We 
know there has to be civility in the 
Senate for it to function. There has to 
be mutual respect. There has to be re- 
spect for the truth. There has to be re- 
spect for the dignity of individuals and 
those Senators’ families. All of that is 
certainly apropos of the senior Senator 
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from Virginia. Over and over, I have 
been in situations with him that could 
have been adversarial. Yet his calm 
judgment and reason have brought peo- 
ple together. Of course, that is the ad- 
monition of the Good Book: ‘‘Come let 
us reason together." 

Over and over, as I have sought his 
counsel on matters of some of the Na- 
tion’s highest secrets, JOHN WARNER 
has provided the leadership and the 
clarity, as we have made those deci- 
sions, sometimes making those deci- 
sions together. 

So it is with а great reluctance on 
my part that I see our colleague, Sen- 
ator WARNER, retire after a very distin- 
guished and long career. It has been а 
privilege to serve with JOHN. I will 
miss him as a colleague. I will miss his 
leadership, his fairness, and his great 
capacity as a gentleman of the Senate. 

Madam President, I yield the floor 
and suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent that the 
order for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi- 
dent, I ask unanimous consent to speak 
for up to 15 minutes as in morning 
business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY CRISIS 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Madam Presi- 
dent, I rise today to address what I feel 
is an unfortunate omission from our 
economic rescue strategy to date. This 
week, we are considering another bail- 
out which would give $15 billion in so- 
called bridge loans to America’s strug- 
gling automakers. 

Now, when we debated a bailout pro- 
gram to protect our Nation’s financial 
system back in September, we created 
legislative branch roles and executive 
branch roles. We ultimately passed leg- 
islation that empowered the Depart- 
ment of the Treasury to invest up to 
$700 billion. Debate was rushed. The 
Treasury Secretary came to us on a 
Friday in September and told leaders 
of both parties in both Houses that our 
economy would collapse if we did not 
take immediate action. With the 
threat of immediate financial calamity 
and the apparent good faith of Sec- 
retary Paulson, Congress moved quick- 
ly to pass the best bill we could. Sen- 
ator CHRIS DODD of Connecticut and 
my colleague from Rhode Island, Sen- 
ator JACK REED, worked heroically, al- 
most around the clock, to negotiate for 
taxpayer protections and several levels 
of oversight. In the end, we created a 
program of congressional and executive 
roles but no judicial role. We ignored 


December 11, 2008 


the role that courts can play here or, 
more correctly, that executive agen- 
cies can play when supported by judi- 
cial or even quasi-judicial due process. 
We are about to ignore that role again 
in the auto bailout. 

Why is this point important? This is 
important because under our American 
system of government, there are im- 
portant powers of government that can 
only be exercised after due process op- 
portunity for a hearing. The famous 
Supreme Court case of Fuentes v. 
Shevin is on point. I quote: 

The constitutional right to be heard is a 
basic aspect of the duty of government to 
follow a fair process of decision-making 
when it acts to deprive a person of his pos- 
sessions. 

That is citation 407 U.S. 67 at 82. 

In other words, some means of re- 
structuring require due process if they 
involve adjusting people’s financial 
rights and claims. When we fail to pro- 
vide that process, we unilaterally dis- 
arm government’s response, taking 
away its ability to restructure using 
those means. 

The price of this repeated omission 
has been high. Going back before we 
even got into this current mess, when 
there was only a subprime mortgage 
problem, Senator DURBIN of Illinois 
proposed a bill that would have empow- 
ered bankruptcy judges to modify the 
terms of a mortgage on a person’s pri- 
mary residence. One needed a due proc- 
ess hearing such as that in order to ad- 
just the rights within that mortgage of 
the banks and the myriad investors 
who bought strips of that mortgage 
when it was carved up and sold to the 
four winds. Our Republican colleagues 
stymied this provision which we now 
see could have kept tens of thousands 
of families in their homes. Because the 
clarity and finality of a court decision 
on a troubled mortgage was not avail- 
able, there was little alternative to 
foreclosure, and troubled mortgages, 
by the tens of thousands, cascaded into 
foreclosure—numbers never before seen 
in our history. Our fault. Bad design. 
And every day we don’t get it right, 
every day we don’t pass Senator DUR- 
BIN’s bill, that foreclosure problem 
worsens. 

Similarly, as part of the $700 billion 
Wall Street bailout, we could have ad- 
dressed lavish and indefensible execu- 
tive compensation by providing for 
some judicial power to restructure 
these packages. Because we didn’t, 
these grotesque liabilities remain on 
the books of the bailed out entities as 
obligations to their disgraced manage- 
ment. According to an analysis by the 
Wall Street Journal, the executive de- 
ferred compensation obligations of 
bailed out Wall Street firms amount to 
more than $40 billion. Banks partici- 
pating in the bailout program carried 
these obligations on their books, and 
the cash from our bailout is being used 
to pay them—or will be used to pay 
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them. Taxpayer dollars will end up in 
the pockets of the scoundrels who 
tanked those firms. I contend we have 
to find ways in which the court system, 
due process, can be brought to bear on 
this problem. But again, the inaction 
on that so far is our fault. Bad design. 
Unilateral disarmament in the face of 
the Wall Street meltdown. 

Now we have the auto bailout plan 
with its provision for a “car czar,” but 
once again, lacks a role for those due 
process powers of government. Once we 
are committed to this deal—once we 
are in—the only tool we will have at 
that negotiating table is Uncle Sam's 
checkbook—that, and the somewhat 
improbable threat to walk away and 
tank the auto companies after having 
put $15 billion into them. So now we 
will have to negotiate about the com- 
panies’ continuing lavish executive and 
board compensation packages and 
other obligations impeding a fair and 
rational recovery. As for looking back- 
wards at preexisting obligations, as we 
say in Rhode Island, forget about it. 
That requires due process. We have cre- 
ated no process to even invoke govern- 
ment’s power to review those. So the 
effect of all of this is to encourage spe- 
cial interests to play the holdout in the 
auto negotiations and dare us to tank 
the companies. It is going to be a high 
stakes game of chicken and, no matter 
who wins, the taxpayers lose. 

We created this ‘‘hold out" problem 
by not providing a judicial role in the 
restructuring. We could, for example, 
give the car czar the powers of a judi- 
cially appointed conservator or re- 
ceiver—those are roles I have held—and 
the power to go to court for an order 
approving his plan or her plan over the 
objections of any holdouts. If we did 
that, it would change the bargaining 
position of the holdouts. This judicial 
due process would allow the strong 
powers of government that require due 
process to be brought to bear on this 
mess. We do this in a lot of different 
contexts. 

Bankruptcy courts oversee restruc- 
turing all the time and so do other 
quasi-judicial bodies. For example, the 
FDIC has the power under current law 
to place a troubled bank into receiver- 
ship and wind it down as if in chapter 
7, or put it under conservatorship to re- 
structure it as if in chapter 11. The 
bankruptcy courts and the FDIC pos- 
sess the tools necessary to cut through 
whatever Gordian knots may snarl re- 
structuring plans absent that power. 
The judicial imprimatur will also in- 
crease public confidence in the fairness 
and the propriety of these plans. There 
is flexibility about how we do this. We 
don’t have to have it be the FDIC. We 
don’t have to have it be a bankruptcy 
court to recognize the due process pow- 
ers of government. 

Fuentes v. Shevin again, and I quote: 

Due process tolerates variances in the form 
of a hearing ‘‘appropriate to the nature of 
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the case," and ‘‘depending upon the impor- 
tance of the interests involved and the na- 
ture of the subsequent proceedings, if any." 

I hope my colleagues will recognize 
the importance of authorizing judi- 
cially supervised powers in these bail- 
out plans. I pledge to work hard with 
anyone who wants to achieve this goal. 
It is vital, I contend, to recognize that 
directed judicial oversight expands 
government’s powers and authorities 
to do the things the public and the cir- 
cumstances demand. It gives us a 
means to unsnarl the foreclosure mess 
on Main Street, to restructure obscene 
executive compensation оп Wall 
Street, and to force good-faith negotia- 
tions in Detroit. 

We cannot ignore the judicial power 
in restructuring companies and indus- 
tries. We must not let that sword sleep 
in our hands. Times are bleak in De- 
troit, as they are around the country. 
The automobile industry stands on the 
brink of collapse, and the jobs of thou- 
sands—some say millions—of workers 
hang in the balance. 

Michigan shares the sad distinction 
with my home State of Rhode Island in 
having the Nation’s highest unemploy- 
ment rate, 9.3 percent, in October. 
Families are struggling in Rhode Is- 
land and across the country. That is 
the background against which we must 
consider whether to bail out yet an- 
other industry. In making such a 
weighty decision, I implore my col- 
leagues, we must not consider just 
whether but how we go about doing 
this. 

I contend that we should empower 
our Government to take steps that we 
have, to date, foreclosed—steps that 
exercise the power of Government that 
can be only exercised after due process 
of law. I hope we consider that. 

Madam President, I ask unanimous 
consent that the Wall Street Journal 
article to which I referred be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


[The Wall Street Journal, October 31, 2008] 
BANKS OWE BILLIONS TO EXECUTIVES 
(By Ellen E. Schultz) 

Financial giants getting injections of fed- 
eral cash owed their executives more than 
$40 billion for past years' pay and pensions as 
of the end of 2007, à Wall Street Journal 
analysis shows. 

The government is seeking to rein in exec- 
utive pay at banks getting federal money, 
and a leading congressman and a state offi- 
cial have demanded that some of them make 
clear how much they intend to pay in bo- 
nuses this year. 

But overlooked in these efforts is the total 
size of debts that financial firms receiving 
taxpayer assistance previously incurred to 
their executives, which at some firms exceed 
what they owe in pensions to their entire 
work forces. 

The sums are mostly for special executive 
pensions and deferred compensation, includ- 
ing bonuses, for prior years. Because the li- 
abilities include stock, they are subject to 
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market fluctuation. Given the stock-market 
decline of this year, some may have fallen 
substantially. 

Some examples: $11.8 billion at Goldman 
Sachs Group Inc., $8.5 billion at J.P. Morgan 
Chase & Co., and $10 billion to $12 billion at 
Morgan Stanley. 

Few firms report the size of these debts to 
their executives. (Goldman is an exception.) 
In most cases, the Journal calculated them 
by extrapolating from figures that the firms 
do have to disclose. 

Most firms haven’t set aside cash or stock 
for these IOUs. They are a drag on current 
earnings and when the executives depart, 
employers have to pay them out of corporate 
coffers. 

The practice of incurring corporate IOUs 
for executives' pensions and past pay is per- 
fectly legal and is common in big business, 
not limited to financial firms. But liabilities 
grew especially high in the financial indus- 
try, with its tradition of lavish pay. 

Deferring compensation appeals both to 
employers, which save cash in the near term, 
and to executives, who delay taxes and see 
their deferred-pay accounts grow, sometimes 
aided by matching contributions. In some 
cases, firms give top executives high guaran- 
teed returns on these accounts. 

The liabilities are an essentially hidden 
obligation. Even when the debts to their ex- 
ecutives total in the billions, most compa- 
nies lump them into ‘‘other liabilities"; only 
a few then identify amounts attributable to 
deferred pay. 

The Journal was able to approximate com- 
panies’ IOUS, in some cases, by looking at an 
amount they report as deferred tax assets for 
* deferred compensation" or ‘‘employee bene- 
fits and compensation." This figure shows 
how much à company expects to reap in tax 
benefits when it ultimately pays the execu- 
tives what it owes them. 

J.P. Morgan, for instance, reported a $3.4 
billion deferred tax asset for employee bene- 
fits in 2007. Assuming a 40% combined federal 
and state tax rate—and backing out obliga- 
tions for retiree health and other items—im- 
plies the bank owed about $8.2 billion to its 
own executives. A person familiar with the 
matter confirmed the estimate. 

Applying the same technique to Citigroup 
Inc. yields roughly а $5 billion IOU, pri- 
marily for restricted stock of executives and 
eligible employees. Someone familiar with 
the matter confirmed the estimate. 

The Treasury is infusing $25 billion apiece 
into J.P. Morgan and Citigroup as it seeks to 
get credit flowing. In return, the federal gov- 
ernment is getting preferred stock in the 
banks and warrants to buy common shares. 
The Treasury is injecting $125 billion into 
nine big banks and making a like amount 
available for other banks that apply. 

It’s imposing some restrictions on how 
they pay top executives in the future, such 
as curtailing new ‘‘golden parachutes” and 
barring a tax deduction for any one person’s 
pay above $500,000. But the rules won’t affect 
what the banks already owe their executives 
or make these opaque debts more trans- 
parent. 

Asked about the Journal’s calculation, the 
Treasury said, ‘‘Every bank that accepts 
money through the Capital Purchase Pro- 
gram must first agree to the compensation 
restrictions passed by Congress just last 
month—and every bank that is receiving 
money has done so.” 

Bear Stearns Cos., the first financial firm 
the U.S. backstopped, owed its executives 
$1.7 billion for accrued employee compensa- 
tion and benefits at the start of the year, ac- 
cording to regulatory filings. When Bear 
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Stearns ran into trouble after investing 
heavily in risky mortgage-backed securities, 
the government stepped in, arranging a sale 
of the firm and taking responsibility for up 
to $29 billion of its losses. 

The buyer, J.P. Morgan, says it will honor 
the debt to Bear Stearns executives, which it 
said is shrunken because much of it was in 
stock that sank in value. 

J.P. Morgan will also honor deferred-pay 
accounts at another institution it took over, 
Washington Mutual Inc. It couldn’t be deter- 
mined how big this IOU is. J.P. Morgan’s 
move will leave the WaMu executives better 
off than holders of that ailing thrift’s debt 
and preferred stock, who are expected to see 
little recovery. J.P. Morgan’s share of the 
federal capital injection is $25 billion. 

Obligations for executive pay are large for 
a number of reasons. Even as companies have 
complained about the cost of retiree bene- 
fits, they have been awarding larger pay and 
pensions to executives. At Goldman, for ex- 
ample, the $11.8 billion obligation primarily 
for deferred executive compensation dwarfed 
the liability for its broad-based pension plan 
for all employees. That was just $399 million, 
and fully funded with set-aside assets. 

The deferred-compensation programs for 
executives are like 401(k) plans on steroids. 
They create hypothetical ‘‘accounts’’ into 
which executives can defer salaries, bonuses 
and restricted stock awards. For top officers, 
employers often enhance the deferred pay 
with matching contributions, and even as- 
sign an interest rate at which the hypo- 
thetical account grows. 

Often, it is a generous rate. At Freddie 
Mac, executives earned 9.25% on their de- 
ferred-pay accounts in 2007, regulatory fil- 
ings show—a better deal than regular em- 
ployees of the mortgage buyer could get in a 
401(k). Since all this money is tax-deferred, 
the Treasury, and by extension the U.S. tax- 
payer, subsidizes the accounts. 

In addition, because assets are rarely set 
aside for executive IOUs, they have a greater 
impact on firms’ earnings than rank-and-file 
pension plans, which by law must be funded. 

Bank of America Corp.’s $1.3 billion liabil- 
ity for supplemental executive pensions re- 
duced earnings by $104 million in 2007, filings 
show. By contrast, the bank’s regular pen- 
sion plan is overfunded, and the surplus 
helped the plan contribute $32 million to 
earnings last year. 

While disclosing its liability for executive 
pensions, the bank doesn’t disclose its IOU 
executives’ deferred compensation, and it 
couldn’t be calculated. The bank’s share of 
the federal capital injection is $25 billion. 

Bank of America has agreed to acquire 
Merrill Lynch & Co. Merrill is a rare exam- 
ple of a firm that has set aside assets for its 
deferred-pay obligation: $2.2 billion, match- 
ing the liability. Morgan Stanley also says 
its liability for executives’ deferred pay is 
largely funded. 

To be sure, deferred-compensation ac- 
counts can shrink. Those of lower-level ex- 
ecutives usually track a mutual fund, and 
decline if it does. Often the accounts include 
restricted shares, which also may lose value, 
especially this year. To the extent financial- 
firm executives were being paid in restricted 
stock, many have lost huge amounts of 
wealth in this year’s stock-market plunge. 

The value of Morgan Stanley Chief Execu- 
tive John Mack's deferred-compensation ac- 
count declined by $1.3 million in fiscal 2007, 
to $19.9 million; much of it was in company 
Shares. Mr. Mack didn't accept a bonus in 
2007. 

Executives can even lose their deferred pay 
altogether if their employer ends up in bank- 
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ruptcy court. When Lehman Brothers Hold- 
ings Inc. filed for bankruptcy last month, 
most executives became unsecured creditors. 
The government didn't come to Lehman's 
aid. 

In assessing liabilities, the Journal exam- 
ined federal year-end 2007 filings by the first 
nine banks to get capital injections, plus six 
other banks and financial firms embroiled in 
the financial crisis. In many cases, the firms 
didn't report enough data to estimate their 
obligations to executives. As for identifying 
amounts due individual executives, company 
filings provided а look at only the top few, 
and not а full picture of what they were 
owed. 

Just as banks aren't the only financial 
firms getting federal aid amid the crisis, 
they aren't the only ones facing scrutiny of 
their compensation programs. 

Struggling insurer American International 
Group Inc. agreed to suspend payment of de- 
ferred pay for some former top executives 
pending а review by New York state Attor- 
ney General Andrew Cuomo. Mr. Cuomo is 
also demanding to know this year's bonus 
plans for the first nine banks getting federal 
cash, as is House Oversight Committee 
Chairman Henry Waxman. 

Among the payouts AIG agreed not to 
make are disbursements from a $600 million 
bonus pool for executives of a unit that ran 
up huge losses with complex financial prod- 
ucts. AIG also is suspending $19 million of 
deferred compensation for Martin Sullivan, 
whom AIG ousted as chief executive in June. 
His successor as CEO, Robert Willumstad, 
who left when the U.S. stepped in to rescue 
AIG in September, has said he's forgoing $22 
million in severance because he wasn't there 
long enough to execute his strategy for AIG. 

However, the giant insurer—whose total li- 
ability for its executives’ deferred pay 
couldn't be caleulated—says most of the 
managers will receive the compensation. ‘‘Of 
course, we'll be looking at all these to make 
sure they're consistent with the requirement 
of the program," said spokesman Nicholas 
Ashooh. 

AIG isn't eligible for the government's cap- 
ital-injection plan, since it's not а bank, but 
it's getting plenty of U.S. aid of another 
sort. The Treasury has made $123 billion of 
credit available, à little more than two- 
thirds of which MG has borrowed so far. 

Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac also don't get 
in on the capital-injection plan for banks. 
But under a federal ‘‘conservatorship,’’ the 
Treasury agreed to provide each with up to 
$100 billion of capital if needed. In return, 
the government got preferred shares in the 
firms and the right to acquire nearly 80% of 
them. 

Their regulator, the Federal Housing Fi- 
nance Agency, says it will bar golden-para- 
chute severance payouts to the mortgage 
buyers’ ousted chief executives. The execu- 
tives remain eligible for their pensions. 

Fannie Mae had a liability of roughly $500 
million for executive pensions and deferred 
compensation at the end of 2007, judging by 
the size of its deferred tax assets. A spokes- 
man for the firm wouldn't discuss the esti- 
mate or whether the executives would get 
the assets. 

At Freddie Mac, most will. ‘‘Deferred com- 
pensation belongs to the officers who earned 
it," said Shawn Flaherty, а spokeswoman. 

Indeed, in September Freddie Mac made its 
deferred-compensation plan more flexible, 
allowing executives to receive their money 
earlier than initially spelled out. ‘‘Officers 
were nervous about market changes," said 
Ms. Flaherty. ‘‘We wanted a retention tool 
for top talent." 
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Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I thank the 
Chair, yield the floor, and I suggest the 
absence of à quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Presiding 
Officer, the Senator from Missouri, be 
recognized for up to 5 minutes, and 
that I be recognized for 30 minutes in 
morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. LEVIN. I suggest the absence of 
a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mrs. McCASKILL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
LEVIN). Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 

Mrs. McCASKILL. Mr. President, I 
know we have an important piece of 
legislation that we are going to vote on 
today. I desperately want to support 
that legislation. I wish to ask first and 
most importantly if anyone has the in- 
formation as to whether the CEOs of 
Wells Fargo or Bank of America or 
Citigroup have taken private jets in 
the last month. Has anyone asked the 
CEOs of Citigroup, Wells Fargo—all of 
these financial companies—to take a 
cut in compensation? Has anyone 
asked about their workers and how 
much money they make and whether 
they are overpaid and whether they are 
competitive with the salaries of com- 
munity bankers across the country? 

Every one of the institutions I named 
has gotten $15 billion or more of tax- 
payer money. Think about that for a 
minute. Citigroup has gotten $50 bil- 
lion. Have we checked on their private 
jets? Have we checked on their CEO 
compensation? Have we checked on 
their work rules and whether their 
workers are given enough flexibility? 

It is unbelievable to me that we are 
setting this double standard. The thou- 
sands of jobs and families who build 
great American cars do not deserve 
this incredible hypocrisy in terms of 
the different treatment they are get- 
ting. What is good for the goose is good 
for the gander. 

I say let’s call in those CEOs of those 
big companies that have gotten more 
than $15 billion of our money and ask 
them when they are going to take a 
dollar in pay, ask them if they got here 
on a corporate jet, ask them if their 
workers have cut their pay to $14 an 
hour, ask them if they have talked 
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about cutting their pension costs and 
their health care costs. Until we do 
that, we ought to be quiet about the 
American autoworkers, and we ought 
to be quiet about these companies that 
have reduced fixed costs, that have 
agreed to sell corporate jets, that have 
agreed to cut executive compensation. 

I want to support this bill on behalf 
of manufacturing in the United States 
of America, on behalf of wonderful, 
hard-working families in Missouri. 
However, there is one problem that has 
arisen, and that is, unfortunately, in 
this bill right now, as written, is а pro- 
vision to increase the pay of Federal 
judges. Wrong time, wrong place. 

We have unemployment numbers 
today that show we have the highest 
unemployment in this country we have 
had in decades. We have families all 
over this Nation who are scared today, 
who are not buying Christmas pre- 
sents. Federal judges get lifetime ap- 
pointments and they never take a 
dime's cut in pay. They die with the 
same salary they have today. My phone 
is ringing off the hook from people who 
want to be Federal judges. I am having 
to have staff work overtime to handle 
all the phone calls I am getting from 
people who think there may be a Fed- 
eral judgeship opening in the eastern 
district of Missouri and how badly ac- 
complished, wonderful, smart lawyers 
want that Federal appointment. 

We are not hurting for qualified ap- 
plicants for the Federal judiciary. Is it 
fair that they have not gotten a cost- 
of-living increase like every other Fed- 
eral employee? Probably not. But you 
know what is а lot more unfair is to 
give somebody with a lifetime appoint- 
ment, great health care, no cut in pay 
when they actually retire, what is un- 
fair is to give them a pay raise on this 
day in this bill at this time. It is not 
the right time. And if it is in the bill, 
І regrettably will have to vote against 
this legislation because I feel so 
strongly that it sends the wrong mes- 
sage to the United States of America 
at this scary moment in our economic 
history. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mrs. 
MCCASKALL). Without objection, it is 
во ordered. 


ы 
ORDER FOR RECESS 


Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that at the conclu- 
sion of my remarks, the Senate stand 
in recess until 3 p.m. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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DOMESTIC AUTOMOBILE 
INDUSTRY 


Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, the 
bill that has been filed by the chairman 
of the Banking Committee would do for 
the U.S. domestic auto industry what 
governments around the world are 
doing: providing emergency assistance 
to their auto industries because their 
survival is jeopardized by a worldwide 
recession which has resulted in plung- 
ing auto sales. 

That global recession is not the mak- 
ing of the auto industries around the 
world, including our own domestic in- 
dustry. Past mistakes of the big three 
are not the cause of the worldwide re- 
cession and resulting credit freeze. 
People who want to make large pur- 
chases, such as automobiles, are unable 
to get credit, and 90 percent of the peo- 
ple who buy automobiles buy on credit. 
Many people simply are afraid to make 
large-scale financial commitments in 
these scary economic times. So the 
U.S. domestic auto industry is not 
alone in needing loans to make it 
through the global economic calamity 
we are in. Look at the rest of the auto- 
producing world. Here are some head- 
lines in the news recently: 

“Facing a Slowdown, China’s Auto 
Industry Presses for a Bailout From 
Beijing." 

Brazil. ‘‘In Brazil, Whiplash on As- 
sembly Lines.” “The Government 
stepped in with a $3.5 billion aid pack- 
age for the auto industry by funding 
banks to boost the amount of credit 
available for car loans." 

“European Carmakers Get $50 Billion 
in Aid." 

"European governments poised to 
help their automakers.”’ 

“Automakers in other nations get 
more government help. Requests for 
aid made worldwide" —another head- 
line. 

These are all headlines in papers 
across the country. 

Reuters, ‘‘Spain to support car indus- 
try." 

"France's 
carmakers.” 

“Portugal rolls out loan.” 

“Auto industry faces massive job 
losses without aid," according to the 
chairman of one of the largest auto- 
mobile industries—not one of the big 
three. 

Now, why are nations around the 
world stepping in to support their auto 
industries? It is because of the drastic 
decline in sales across the industries 
around the world—not just domestic, 
not just the big three—leaving no al- 
ternative to every other auto-pro- 
ducing country and its government but 
to support its industry. Hyundai sales 
are down 40 percent; Toyota sales are 
down 34 percent; Honda, down 32 per- 
cent; Nissan, down 42 percent; Mer- 
cedes, down 38 percent. These are not 
the big three. These are automobile 
makers around the country that are in 
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the same situation as the big three. 
But the difference, so far, is that other 
governments are stepping in. We have 
not yet stepped in to support our indus- 
try. 

In arguing against these loans for the 
big three, some continue to describe 
the domestic companies of the 1970s 
and 1980s when fuel efficiency was not 
high on the list of the big three as big 
three goals or achievements. Some 
would have us ignore dramatic gains in 
quality and vastly greater numbers of 
fuel-efficient vehicles now being of- 
fered by the big three. In the area of 
quality, big three autos are equal to or 
better than their foreign competitors. 
For example, the J.D. Power Initial 
Quality Study scores the overall qual- 
ity of Buick, Cadillac, Chevrolet, Ford, 
Mercury, Pontiac, and Lincoln—these 
are objective, outside studies on qual- 
ity for those American brands, Buick, 
Cadillac, Chevrolet, Ford, Mercury, 
Pontiac, and Lincoln—as high or high- 
er than Acura, Audi, BMW, Honda, Nis- 
san, VW, and Volvo. J.D. Power rates 
the Chevrolet Malibu as the highest 
quality midsize sedan on the market, 
and both the Malibu and the Ford Fu- 
sion score better than the Honda Ac- 
cord or the Toyota Camry. 

On the fuel efficiency side, here are 
some facts that hopefully colleagues 
will consider. Long before the credit 
crisis hit, GM laid the groundwork to 
offer 15 hybrids by 2012. Thanks to in- 
vestments they have already made, GM 
already has 20 models that achieve 30 
miles per gallon or better—twice the 
number of its nearest competitor. All 
the big three are working to ensure 
that at least 50 percent of their Amer- 
ican production is capable of running 
on biofuels by 2012. Domestic auto- 
makers produce numerous cars that 
have equal or better fuel efficiency 
than their foreign competitors. And 
again, the most fuel efficient Chevy 
Malibu gets 33 miles per gallon on the 
highway, which is 2 miles better than 
the best Honda Accord. The most fuel 
efficient Ford Focus has the same high- 
way fuel efficiency ratings as the most 
fuel efficient Toyota Corolla. 

In the area of productivity, Chrysler 
tied Toyota as the most productive 
automaker in North America this year, 
according to the Harbor Report on 
Manufacturing, which measures the 
amount of work done per employee. 
Eight of the ten most productive vehi- 
cle assembly plants in North America 
belong to Chrysler, Ford, or General 
Motors. 

Now, there are also some who want 
to ignore the reduction in benefits that 
have been taken already by UAW work- 
ers and retirees. In the collective bar- 
gaining agreements negotiated in 2005 
and 2007, the UAW, along with GM, 
Ford, and Chrysler, achieved billions of 
dollars in cost savings and set the com- 
panies on the course to bring labor 
costs, including benefits, in line with 


24730 


their foreign competitors in the United 
States by 2012. Wages were cut and pen- 
sion and health care benefits were 
greatly reduced as well. 

The UAW is taking responsibility for 
managing its own retiree health care 
benefits beginning in 2010 by setting up 
its own voluntary employee beneficiary 
association, or VEBA. The VEBA plan 
will transfer responsibilities for health 
care benefits for existing employees 
from companies to an independent 
trust. This eliminates half of the com- 
panies’ liabilities for retirees’ health 
care, with billions of dollars of savings. 

The memory of mistakes made dec- 
ades ago lingers and remains the im- 
pression that many have of the big 
three despite all the facts I have just 
outlined. Beliefs are always hard to 
change. So the facts I have just shared 
about improved quality and more fuel 
efficient vehicles and alternative-en- 
ergy vehicles being produced by the big 
three may not be readily accepted by 
people who have beliefs that are to the 
contrary. But one fact is indisputable 
and will hopefully influence some who 
are open to argument: Auto industries 
around the world are seeking the sup- 
port of their governments through 
loans and other methods and are get- 
ting it. I went through that series of 
headlines, from Brazil to Europe, all 
the way to China. The Chinese auto- 
mobile industry is asking for loans 
from the Chinese Government. No 
other auto-producing country that I 
know of in the world is failing to act to 
make sure its industry is alive when 
the deep global recession is over, and 
we shouldn't either. 

ТПеге is also а national security as- 
pect to the American auto industry, 
and I wish to spend some time on this 
because there was testimony that was 
prepared for delivery to the Banking 
Committee when they met on this sub- 
ject by the Director of the U.S. Army 
Tank Automotive Research, Develop- 
ment and Engineering Center, called 
TARDEC. So this is the Army R&D and 
engineering center. It is located in 
Macomb County, MI. TARDEC devel- 
ops, integrates, and sustains the right 
technology solutions for all of our 
manned and unmanned Department of 
Defense ground vehicle systems and 
combat support systems in order to im- 
prove force effectiveness and provide 
superior capabilities for the future 
forces of this country. 

The Director of TARDEC is Grace 
Bochenek. Because of the security im- 
portance of what I am going to relate, 
I am going to read from her prepared 
testimony, and this is going to take 
some time. I am going to read from her 
prepared testimony, though it wasn't 
actually delivered. It ended up that 
they had too many witnesses, and so 
She wasn't invited, but this testimony 
is а compelling story of the continuing 
relationship between the big three, the 
domestic auto industry, and our U.S. 
Army vehicle program. 
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We all look back—some of us nostal- 
gically—to what Detroit did during 
World War II. That is the past. There is 
a present which is critically important 
in terms of the security of this coun- 
try. Some have pointed out the need to 
have a manufacturing base in order to 
quickly expand in the case of need, and 
that is a powerful argument—a na- 
tional security argument for keeping 
our big three auto industry around the 
way other countries keep their auto in- 
dustries around. Some other colleagues 
have pointed out in some detail the re- 
lationship between the suppliers of the 
big three and the suppliers of vehicles 
for the Army and how much trouble 
those suppliers would be in—these are 
Army vehicle suppliers—if the big 
three did not survive, and that is an- 
other powerful national security argu- 
ment. But I am going to focus on what 
Grace Bochenek focused on, the Direc- 
tor of TARDEC, which is the relation- 
Ships, the synergies that exist between 
the big three now and the Army in 
terms of current products and current 
technologies which are inserted into 
our vehicles and future technologies 
which are being developed as we speak. 

I am going to quote from her testi- 
mony, and this will all be quotes ex- 
cept where I insert my own words, 
which I will try to make clear. But this 
will be а long quote, for those who are 
listening to this testimony and, hope- 
fully, reading it. 

The synergies between TARDEC and the 
U.S. automotive industry and the collective 
challenges we face. TARDEC's connection to 
the automotive industry dates back to 1947, 
when the Tank Automotive Components 
Laboratories, now known as TARDEC, was 
established. The level of cooperation be- 
tween the Army and the auto industry was 
strengthened by the Secretary of the Army's 
charter of the National Automotive Center, 
NAC, in 1992 to champion the development of 
dual-use automotive technologies and their 
application to military ground vehicles. 
Today, the NAC remains the connective 
piece and continues to engage through many 
different mechanisms to leverage the capa- 
bilities, skills, and facilities of the auto- 
motive industry. 

Referring to the Department of De- 
fense and the domestic automobile in- 
dustry, she continued: 

For the past 70 years, we have shared com- 
mon research goals, leveraged investments 
in technology, mutually benefitted from 
those technical developments, and collec- 
tively owned the responsibility for our Na- 
tion's next generation of automotive engi- 
neers and scientists. Technologies may have 
changed, but the importance of working to- 
gether to collectively drive innovation has 
not. The Army's specific challenges are as 
follows: First, significantly increasing fuel 
efficiency to reduce the logistics burden on 
our troops. In some cases, fuel is 70 percent 
of the bulk tonnage that we take to war. 
Second, substantially increasing electric 
power available on the battlefield and devel- 
oping the next generation of electronic war- 
fare tools. Third, increasing soldier protec- 
tion through the development and applica- 
tion of advanced light-weight material solu- 
tions. Fourth, utilizing sensor technology 
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throughout our vehicle platforms to collect 
prognostic data allowing for overall im- 
proved reliability and reduced sustainment 
costs. Fifth, engaging the enemy without 
putting soldiers in harm's way through the 
fielding of unmanned systems. 


Another word for that is robotics. 

Continuing now with Grace 
Bochenek's prepared testimony. 

Often the only difference between military 
and commercial automotive technologies is 
а, matter of scale both with regard to the 
market (quantity) and component durability 
(military specifications). The goals and the 
technologies leading to their accomplish- 
ment, however, remain very similar. Our mo- 
tivations may differ, but our technological 
goals are shared ones. Both the Army and 
the automotive industry seek to achieve 
technical advances in the areas of power and 
energy, vehicle intelligence, robotics, safety, 
advanced lightweight materials and leading- 
edge manufacturing methods. 

Then she goes into examples in each 
of those areas, where there is a work- 
ing together, a cooperation, a synergy 
between the American automobile in- 
dustry and the Army vehicle program. 
She continues: 

In 1997, TARDEC began a commercially 
based tactical truck program focused on 
leveraging GM, Ford and Chrysler’s commer- 
cial truck platforms to meet some of the 
military’s light tactical vehicle require- 
ments. Chrysler and GM provided hybrid 
electric vehicles that included start-stop op- 
eration and vehicle exportable power pro- 
viding TARDEC with information critical to 
defining future requirements. 

A Cooperative Research & Development 
Agreement (CRADA) between Ford and 
TARDEC launched the development of a 
thermal management software modeling 
tool. This further matured under multiple 
Small Business Innovation Research (SBIR) 
contracts utilizing tri-service investment. 
The dual use software produced has been 
fully commercialized and is now sold world- 
wide by one of the SBIR, recipients, result- 
ing in a new Michigan business with reve- 
nues of about $10M per year. Ford’s initial 
investment was absolutely critical in the de- 
velopment of this world class product the ap- 
plication of which has also become the 
Army, Navy, and Air Force standard. This is 
an example of how an Automotive OEM— 
TARDEC partnership was able to leverage 
resources to create jobs and develop useful 
technologies. 

TARDEC continues to partner with auto- 
motive industry OEMs and suppliers on ad- 
vanced powertrain technologies including 
fuel cell technologies, power and thermal 
management, and advanced automotive bat- 
teries all of which are necessary for the next 
generation of military systems. TARDEC 
leverages fuel cell developments primarily 
through the automotive supplier base with 
companies such as Ballard, Delphi, and 
United Technologies. TARDEC also has a 
longstanding relationship with General Mo- 
tors in the demonstration and evaluation of 
light duty commercial fuel cell vehicles. 
This program has allowed TARDEC to assess 
multiple generations of fuel cell tech- 
nologies. 

Batteries are critical to implementing ad- 
vanced automotive powertrains. As such, 
there is à growing body of collaborative 
work between TARDEC, the automotive 
OEMs, and their suppliers. The cornerstone 
of TARDEC’s efforts in this area is the devel- 
opment of manufacturing technologies need- 
ed to mass-produce high power and energy 
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density Lithium-Ion (Li-Ion) batteries—par- 
ticularly critical for the Army's Future 
Combat Systems platforms. Additionally, 
there are many ongoing military battery 
technology development efforts that lever- 
age emerging automotive battery technology 
providers such as А123, AltairNano, Boston 
Power, GS Yuasa, Inanovation, EnerDel, 
EnerSys, Firefly, Kokam America, Quallion, 
and SAFT America. With the help of the 
Automotive OEMs and the Department of 
Energy, TARDEC is escalating efforts to de- 
fine the boundaries for dual-use commercial 
and military applications of advanced bat- 
tery technologies through the U.S. Advanced 
Battery Consortium. Additionally, General 
Motors is supporting TARDEC advanced bat- 
tery requirements through direct, individual 
collaboration through a CRADA and an addi- 
tional newly awarded contract. 

TARDEC and the automotive OEMs have 
both identified advanced automotive bat- 
teries as à key area for collaboration going 
forward. In the support of expanding collabo- 
ration in advanced batteries, TARDEC has 
worked with the automotive OEMs and sup- 
pliers of battery technologies to assess the 
Scope of effort around establishing a robust, 
diverse manufacturing base for advanced 
automotive batteries. This effort recently 
culminated in a two-day Battery Summit, 
which involved over 70 participants from in- 
dustry and government. Discussions covered 
the technology, policy and manufacturing 
implications of having à domestic base for 
the manufacture of advanced batteries. 
TARDEC intends to continue to work with 
key stakeholders to identify near term op- 
portunities in the area. 

VEHICLE INTELLIGENCE 


The Army faces high operating and support 
costs in its aging fleet of vehicles. Currently 
the Army reduces this heavy cost burden 
through periodic scheduled inspections and 
sustainment efforts. To further reduce this 
cost burden, the Army must move towards 
an intelligent vehicle architecture. 

Both the Army and the automotive indus- 
try have vested interest in enhancing their 
platforms by providing predictive mainte- 
nance enhancements through prognostic ca- 
pabilities. This requires equipping vehicles 
with computing devices, sensors, 
middleware, and wireless infrastructure. 
Through these enabling technologies, vehicle 
intelligence is made possible. This could ul- 
timately enhance operational readiness and 
reduce lifecycle maintenance costs for 
ground vehicle platforms by reducing the 
heavy cost burden of periodic scheduled in- 
Spections and automating the supply chain 
to proactively provision for part replace- 
ments to optimize the maintenance repair 
process. 

Vehicle intellieence is also an enabling 
technology for Condition Based Maintenance 
and (vehicle) Health Monitoring  tech- 
nologies. It is related to existing develop- 
ments in the commercial automotive indus- 
try such as the installation of electronic 
control units (ECU) and electronic control 
modules (ECM), computing devices, and sen- 
sors. 'These devices facilitate diagnostic 
analysis at the vehicle subsystem level. This 
in-vehicle network provides the ability to di- 
agnose such components as the powertrain, 
ABS, and critical safety systems. GM 
Diagnostics has taken this a step further by 
enabling cellular transmission of data off 
platform for off-board analysis and status 
updates through their OnStar system. The 
Army is working with commercial auto- 
motive partners to develop this technology 
for military use via secured communication 
pipelines. 
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Robotics—now she addresses robotics 
in her prepared testimony. I am going 
into this at some length because what 
has not been focused on enough in this 
debate is the security implication of 
the failure of the big three. There has 
been a lot of discussion about why it is 
essential that we not allow the big 
three to go under in terms of this econ- 
omy. But what has not yet been fo- 
cused on specifically, other than gen- 
eral statements about the connection, 
the current and future connection, is 
the essential synergy between the big 
three and the Army particularly but 
also the military in general. 

People's minds tend to go back and 
вау that was all World War II, that was 
all the *arsenal of democracy," and 
yes, it was, and we are proud of it. But 
it is also 2008, 2010, 2015, 2020. What 
kind of equipment our troops will have 
will depend upon whether we have the 
kind of connection between our mili- 
tary and our commercial worlds. In the 
area of vehicles, to disconnect that 
connection, to rip it apart, to allow the 
big three to go under, has a massive 
negative security impact on this coun- 
try and on the well-being and survival 
of America’s troops. 

She goes on: 

ROBOTICS, UNMANNED SYSTEMS 

The U.S. Army has a long history of work- 
ing with the automotive industry on the de- 
velopment of enabling technologies for 
manned and unmanned systems. Unmanned 
systems are key resources for our fighting 
men and women in the Global War on Ter- 
rorism. 

Many of the key technologies currently 
used on ground robots have their start in co- 
operative programs between the U.S. Army 
and the Big 3 Automotive and their tier sup- 
pliers. The Army and the automotive compa- 
nies have several aligned activities in un- 
manned systems. For example, the Army has 
several overriding objectives we are trying 
to achieve for the development and deploy- 
ment of future unmanned vehicle systems. 
Primary among these goals are Safe Oper- 
ations (Safe Ops) and Total Situational 
Awareness (SA) around the vehicles, nec- 
essary because a robot operates by sensing 
the environment around it at any given mo- 
ment. Safe Ops and 360 degree SA are also 
critical for the safe operation of passenger 
cars on automated highways, which means 
our goals are aligned perfectly with the pro- 
grams in the auto industry. 

Recently, both GM and Ford participated 
in the series of DARPA Autonomous Vehicle 
Grand Challenges. The 1st Grand Challenge 
was held at the California Motor Speedway 
and it tested the ability of vehicles to move 
autonomously over structured roads. The 
2nd Grand Challenge was a 170 mile cross- 
country road race in the deserts of Nevada. 
The 3rd and final challenge, called the 
DARPA Urban Challenge (DUC), was de- 
signed to push the state-of-the-art in autono- 
mous navigation in urban environments, 
where each competitor had to obey the rules 
of the road and contend with other robots 
and driven cars. Many of these robust auto- 
motive sensing methodologies are being 
transitioned to Army programs for integra- 
tion into both manned and unmanned sys- 
tems. 

In every one of these competitions both 
Ford and GM partnered with leading univer- 
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sities in the U.S. to put together winning 
teams that finished in the top 5 percent of 
race finishers (the GM-Carnegie-Mellon team 
won the DUC in 2007). The close coupling of 
robotic sensors, actuators and intelligence 
was enhanced by the collaboration of auto- 
motive engineers at the OEMs. 


Then she goes on with her descrip- 
tion of safety issues. 


There are multiple overlapping safety 
goals between the commercial automotive 
industry and the military ground vehicle 
fleet. Just as injury risk mitigation and 
thorough modeling and simulation of tech- 
nologies is important to the commercial 
automotive manufacturers; these pre- 
cautions must be taken to reduce the impact 
to our Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, and Ma- 
rines. 

Automotive industry OEMs and key sup- 
pliers have worked with TARDEC in the de- 
velopment of advanced modeling and simula- 
tion efforts to characterize occupant impact 
during rollover and side impact crashes. 
TARDEC recently developed ground-break- 
ing full vehicle underbody blast models and 
methodologies to both accurately predict oc- 
cupant injury during an energetic event such 
as a mine/IED blast, and to develop new 
countermeasures. This effort would not have 
been possible without heavy leveraging of 
automotive tools and methodologies from 
the automotive  crashworthiness area. 
TARDEC’s commercial partners have also 
been critical in advanced technology product 
development, testing and validation, design 
Studies, and developmental tests. Finally 
TARDEC relies on the commercial partners 
for prototyping and large quantity manufac- 
turing capabilities. 

Advanced lightweight materials is 
the next subject that she took up in 
her prepared testimony. 


One of TARDEC's mandates is to research, 
develop, engineer, and to leverage lean, 
agile, advanced manufacturing technologies 
used by the U.S. Auto Industry, Academia, 
and other segments of the U.S. Industrial 
Base. This is accomplished through partner- 
ships and contracts with manufacturers, sup- 
pliers, and universities, taking advantage of 
manufacturing capabilities developed to 
service the high volume needs of the auto in- 
dustry and adapt the technologies for manu- 
facturing the low volume production of mili- 
tary components. 

With the auto industry leading the charge, 
TARDEC is pursuing several advanced manu- 
facturing processes such as friction stir 
welding, laser additive and subtractive man- 
ufacturing, flexible manufacturing cells 
using robotics, and water-based environ- 
mentally safe painting processes. 


Then she addresses automotive ex- 
pertise, knowledge, and education. 


To maintain technological superiority now 
and in the future, we need top quality sci- 
entists and automotive engineers in our 
workforce. Alongside the automotive indus- 
try, we have always had a shared commit- 
ment and felt the collective responsibility to 
develop the next generation of engineers, and 
recognized the challenge to do so. 

TARDEC has long recognized that a sci- 
entifically and technologically literate citi- 
zenry is our Nation’s best hope for a diverse, 
talented, and productive workforce. To 
achieve this goal, we have partnered with 
the automotive industry and universities to 
develop curriculum that will benefit both 
TARDEC and the American automotive 
original equipment manufacturers. 
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We have also been able to address this 
challenge through our Automotive Research 
Center, which has created ways for us to 
partner with universities and allow students 
the opportunity to develop and work on rel- 
evant automotive engineering challenges. 

Over the years, the automotive industry 
has made significant contributions to the 
Army through technology exchange proc- 
esses available in the ARC [which is the 
Automotive Research Center]. And in recent 
years, an increased emphasis on research in- 
volving high mileage, low polluting vehicles, 
as well as the new high technology needs for 
large trucks, off-road vehicles and robots has 
provided invaluable data and resources for us 
towards the Army’s long term  trans- 
formation goals and objectives. 

In 2007 and 2008, TARDEC supported 52 
ARC research projects spanning Power, Mo- 
bility, Survivability, Modeling and Simula- 
tion technology areas. Ford, Chrysler and 
General Motors and at least 12 Тіег-1 sup- 
pliers provided their resources and expertise 
towards 36 of the 52 research projects. The 
remaining projects had industry involve- 
ment from Tier-2 and Tier-8 suppliers such as 
large software companies, industry consult- 
ants and automotive small businesses. 

The fact remains [and I will conclude with 
this] that the need for partnerships and the 
consistent leveraging of resources is critical 
for continued innovation, technological 
breakthroughs. American automotive origi- 
nal equipment manufacturers partnership 
with TARDEC in events such as [then she 
lists a whole lot of events] inspires young en- 
gineers to consider careers in math and 
Science and helps to develop many needed 
automotive skill with applicability in DOD's 
"real" workforce environments. 

Automotive industry support has been cru- 
cial in developing the educational infrastruc- 
ture that has allowed the development of an 
automotive engineering talent base here in 
the United States. And that talent base will 
be central to future efforts to create a safer 
Nation and a robust manufacturing environ- 
ment. 

At this time, when we have to [these are 
her last words] at this time, when we have to 
break the dependency on foreign oil, provide 
energy security for the Nation, and increase 
soldier protection, it becomes even more 
critical, [even more critical] to leverage in- 
vestments, exchange technical ideas to drive 
innovation, and provide the breakthroughs 
that are necessary to maintain the domi- 
nance of the American military. 

I very much appreciate the time that 
I have taken to share with this body 
the statement of the head of the orga- 
nization in the Army which is respon- 
sible for the technologies in current ve- 
hicles and future vehicles. 

I have done this because there is kind 
of yet the unstated critical need for the 
survival of the big three. The stakes 
for our economy nationally are huge. 
The failure of the big three would send 
a tsunami through this already bat- 
tered economy. 

Millions of workers would lose their 
jobs. Dealers in every town and on 
every Main Street are already reeling 
from the economy’s plunge. Auto- 
motive component suppliers, who are 
in fully half our States, are on the 
knife’s edge already, waiting for us to 
act. 

Men and women who work for steel 
mills and textile factories and glass 
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factories and computer chip factories 
are waiting and hoping. 

The financial industry would be at 
risk as well. A collapsed auto industry 
would lead to defaults on over $1 bil- 
lion in corporate bonds, credit default 
swaps and other financial instruments 
tied to the auto industry and could 
send the stock market into another, 
deeper tailspin. Major additional dam- 
age to U.S. financial institution bal- 
ance sheets would result, throwing our 
credit markets into even deeper tur- 
moil. 

Despite these facts, there are still 
some who say, ‘‘let them go bankrupt, 
let them go under," even though 1 in 10 
jobs in this country are tied to the 
auto industry. In addition to hoping 
that they will ask themselves why no 
other government is allowing that to 
happen to their auto industry, I would 
also hope they would listen to some ex- 
perts on the subject of bankruptcy for 
the auto industry. 

А recent report released by J.P. Mor- 
gan titled, ‘‘Cost of the Alternative," 
described the scenario where one or 
more of the Big Three are left to file 
for bankruptcy as ‘‘Credit Crisis Part 
П.” It indicated that unemployment 
would shoot up by 2 percent if one of 
the Big Three failed, and this failure 
Scenario would require the Pension 
Benefit Guarantee Corporation to take 
over more than $100 billion in obliga- 
tions that the Big Three currently 
hold. It noted that Ford and GM and 
their financial arms ‘‘comprise over 
10% of the high-yield bond market and 
the auto sector represents one of the 
largest sectors in leverage finance for 
banks." 

Another recent report by the Ander- 
son Economic Group and BBK cal- 
culated the costs in the first year fol- 
lowing the failure of two of the Big 
Three. Such a scenario would cost 
States $12 billion in tax revenues; it 
would cost the Federal Government $40 
bilion in income and Social Security 
taxes, and it would cost an additional 
$8 billion in unemployment insurance 
and $5 billion in significantly increased 
costs to the Pension Benefit Guarantee 
Corporation. The report indicates a 
high risk that inaction by Congress 
would result in а permanent shift of 
manufacturing jobs out of the United 
States and а dependence on foreign 
technology. 

Mr. President, these are risks we can- 
not take. We must pass this legisla- 
tion. Without this legislation, one or 
more of the Big Three will likely col- 
lapse in the coming weeks. The U.S. 
taxpayers would provide a bridge loan 
to avoid this catastrophe under this 
bill, but with important protections for 
their investment, including stock war- 
rants for the Government; limits on ex- 
cessive executive compensation; a pro- 
hibition on golden parachutes; and a 
prohibition on payments of dividends 
until the loans are fully repaid. And 
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the so-called auto czar has the ulti- 
mate power under this legislation to 
enforce compliance with the long-term 
plans of the auto companies that ac- 
cept these loans: he can call or cancel 
the loans if he disapproves the auto 
companies’ restructuring plans. 

We cannot afford to further desta- 
bilize Wall Street, and we cannot afford 
to allow millions of jobs on Main 
Streets in communities across the 
country to disappear. The domino ef- 
fect of failure would ripple across our 
entire Nation and add untold suffering 
to an already dire situation. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
critical legislation. 

As chairman of the Armed Services 
Committee, I wanted to focus on an as- 
pect of this debate that has not 
achieved adequate attention. That is 
the tight, important connection be- 
tween our domestic auto industry and 
the future security of this Nation and 
our men and women in uniform. 

We have no greater responsibility 
than that. That factor, that synergy, 
that relationship, that connection, is 
an essential component of this debate. 

I hope when our colleagues look at 
all of the factors, they will consider 
that important reason for sustaining 
and supporting an automobile industry 
in this country. Again, no other Nation 
is allowing their automotive industry 
to go down in this global economic dis- 
aster we are all in. They have all taken 
Steps to support their industry. 

We should too, for many reasons. But 
one of those reasons, one of the most 
important reasons we are here in the 
Senate is to make sure that our men 
and women in uniform always have the 
best equipment that can be produced in 
the world. They put their lives at risk. 
They are entitled to every advanced 
technology we can give them. 

Part of the production of those tech- 
nologies the big three is playing today, 
tomorrow, and hopefully in the future, 
is а critical role. 

Mr. WARNER. Would the Senator en- 
tertain a question? 

Mr. LEVIN. I did not see my dear 
friend from Virginia come to the floor. 
I wish I had, because I wanted to put 
those parts of my remarks—and they 
were lengthy, but at à time when he 
might be hearing them either here or 
in his office. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, we had 
the opportunity to speak on this sub- 
ject earlier today. And I reminded my 
good friend of the extraordinary chap- 
ter in American history that was per- 
formed by the industrial base in your 
State and elsewhere across America 
under the leadership and guidance of 
those companies manufacturing auto- 
mobiles after Pearl Harbor, I mean who 
were in the business of manufacturing 
at the time of Pearl Harbor. They shut 
those lines down very quickly and 
turned to full military production. 
That is a great chapter in American 
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history. And, fortunately, I am old 
enough to remember it quite well as a 
young man. 

But today, it is à different industrial 
base in the automobile industry. 
Whereas they had а very dominant po- 
sition in the production of vehicles, 
particularly tanks, and they did some 
aircraft and so forth, that has given 
way to the high-tech aspects which the 
Senator from Michigan addresses here 
on the floor for the benefit of our col- 
leagues. 

That is a great chapter in American 
history. I would hope this Nation 
would never again be faced with as se- 
rious а problem as it was in World War 
II, namely that we had let our Armed 
Forces get down to very small levels 
and the equipment was old and tired. 

You remember the pictures that they 
used broomsticks to practice their 
military maneuvers with and the 
Model T and Model A automobiles that 
were used for tanks. But that chapter 
reflects the potential of not just the 
companies themselves but the workers 
and how quickly they took their 
knowledge and their skilled hands to 
swing into action and produce the war 
materials that we needed very quickly. 

Today our military is much stronger, 
well equipped, thanks to the distin- 
guished chairman and others who have 
served with us on that committee. I 
think the likelihood of our Nation ever 
being confronted with a conflict that 
would have to require that enormous 
buildup is not, hopefully not there, but 
nevertheless we should remember that 
chapter. 

It documents the capabilities of the 
workers and the families in this indus- 
try. I think you pointed with great 
pride to that era. I might add to my 
colleague’s comment, he closed by ask- 
ing all Senators to consider this very 
carefully. As I finish up my 30 years, I 
have been to a lot of Republican cau- 
cuses. We had one yesterday at noon. 
We just completed another. And the 
gravity of this issue is reflected in the 
gravity of the careful, very careful con- 
sideration being given by every mem- 
ber in our caucus. I can tell you that 
without any question. I am not sug- 
gesting exactly which way they are 
going to go. But I know that they have 
the best interests of the country in 
mind, and the gravity of the situation 
is enormous. You can detect it as you 
hear the colloquies going on on our 
side. Iam sure the same is taking place 
the Senator’s. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, first, I 
thank my dear friend from Virginia. 
This will probably be, we keep saying, 
the last opportunity we have to speak 
with each other on the floor of the Sen- 
ate. It may be, it may not be, as it 
turns out. But I know of no Member of 
this body who has put the interests of 
this Nation more deeply in his heart 
than the Senator from Virginia. 

There are others who probably share 
that with him; I know there are, but 
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the focus which I gave here today out- 
lining the current relationship between 
the big three and the technologies that 
are embedded right now in our vehi- 
cles, and the effort in a collaborative 
way between our domestic automobile 
industry and our Army vehicle indus- 
try, to give us lighter vehicles, more 
survivable vehicles, crashworthy vehi- 
cles, vehicles that use less gasoline, ve- 
hicles that have the global positioning 
devices that can say exactly where 
they are and communicate that, these 
technologies are embedded now and 
will continue hopefully to always be at 
the forefront, at the cutting edge of 
technology to give our troops what I 
know the Senator from Virginia has 
devoted his life to; that is, to giving 
our troops every edge we can. 

The big three not only has been part 
of that on the vehicles, as the Senator 
notably points out in terms of looking 
back, but that is the current situa- 
tion—deep connections, synergies, col- 
laboration going on as we speak, and 
planned for the years ahead. 

If we rip apart that connection, by 
allowing the big three to go under, that 
tremendous capability they have to 
join with the Army on vehicles, par- 
ticularly, will be rendered useless or 
will no longer exist. That would be a 
terrible tragedy for our Nation’s secu- 
rity. 

Again, I am glad my great friend 
from Virginia was able to come to the 
floor to share with me some thoughts 
about this relationship that is not only 
historical and one which we take great 
pride in as a nation, that ability to 
quickly expand, to turn a manufac- 
turing, an industrial base into an arse- 
nal of democracy. 

That hopefully will not happen, as 
the Senator points out. Maybe it is less 
likely to happen. But we must be there 
when it does. That aspect has been fo- 
cused on by others, the need to be able 
to have a manufacturing base for our 
national security and to have a base of 
suppliers for our national security. I 
have tried to add another aspect to this 
argument that points to the relation- 
ship between the survival of our big 
three and our national security by 
pointing out the ongoing relationship 
in the area of research and develop- 
ment, which has produced critically 
important technologies currently in 
our vehicles and developing today the 
technologies which will make future 
vehicles. 

Mr. WARNER. Our military vehicles. 

Mr. LEVIN. Absolutely. 

Mr. WARNER. I wish to make that 
clear because that technology has been 
available in the open market to those 
manufacturers, other than the oil in- 
dustry, which have, in a remarkable 
way, taken these up-armored vehicles, 
that general category we have today, 
very quickly, to the great credit of the 
Secretary of Defense, Secretary Gates, 
he put together a structure of five com- 
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panies to get into immediate produc- 
tion of those vehicles and into those 
vehicles has gone the development and 
technology that our distinguished col- 
league from Michigan has described. 

Mr. LEVIN. Thankfully, we still have 
a few colleagues, including the great 
Senator from Virginia, who have a per- 
sonal connection to that war. 

Mr. WARNER. It was very minor, but 
it was a privilege to have been associ- 
ated with that generation. 

Mr. LEVIN. I thank my friend from 
Virginia. 

Í —_—=«анечанаыйврчанетае— 


RECESS 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the Senate stands 
in recess until 3 o'clock. 

Thereupon, at 2:17 p.m., the Senate 
recessed until 3:08 p.m. and reassem- 
bled when called to order by the Pre- 
siding Officer (Ms. KLOBUCHAR). 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. In my 
capacity as a Senator from the State of 
Minnesota, I suggest the absence of à 
quorum. 

The clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the period 
for the transaction of morning business 
be extended until 5 p.m., with Senators 
permitted to speak for up to 10 minutes 
each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 


EE 


SILO TAX SHELTER 


Mr. BAUCUS. Madam President, the 
House bill before us contains a provi- 
sion that causes me great concern. The 
provision would make the U.S. Govern- 
ment an active participant in an abu- 
sive tax shelter transaction. 

In the past, Congress has voted to 
shut that tax shelter down. And this 
week, I sought to offer an amendment 
to strike the provision from this bill. 
But I have been prevented from offer- 
ing that amendment. That this provi- 
sion will remain in the bill makes this 
bill a far less attractive measure. 

Section 18 of the bill requires the 
United States to serve as a guarantor 
of obligations incurred by domestic 
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subway and other transportation sys- 
tems. These obligations arise from the 
systems’ participation in leasing ar- 
rangements called lease in/lease out, or 
LILOs, and sale in/lease out, or SILOs. 

LILOs and SILOs are sham trans- 
actions. The IRS has designated them 
as ‘‘listed’’ tax shelters. That means 
that these tax shelters are among the 
most egregious abuses of the tax law. 

LILOs and SILOs are very com- 
plicated deals, designed to look like le- 
gitimate leasing transactions. But in 
reality, they are shams. 

In à SILO, а tax-exempt entity nomi- 
nally "sells" an asset, like a subway 
system. The other party to the deal is 
an investor who is subject to taxation 
and who needs a tax write-off. The in- 
vestor nominally ‘‘buys’’ the asset. The 
investor then nominally ‘‘leases’’ the 
asset back to the tax-exempt entity. 

In truth, the benefits and burdens of 
ownership never shift. And the sale and 
the lease have no economic reality. 

These parties purport to make pur- 
chase payments and rent payments. 
But in reality, these payments are just 
paper entries, facilitated by a bank 
that is in on the deal. The investor 
pays the tax exempt entity an up-front 
fee in exchange for its willingness to 
participate in the deal. But other than 
that, no real money changes hands. 

There is little, if any, risk to any 
party to these transactions. That is be- 
cause the deal is cooked from the be- 
ginning. It is planned so as to elimi- 
nate any risk. 

But there are significant tax benefits 
to the investor. The investor gets in- 
terest and depreciation deductions. 
And those deductions generate tax 
losses. Employing these tax losses, the 
investor pays less tax on income that 
the investor earns elsewhere. 

This chart illustrates how a SILO 
transaction works. You do not have to 
understand all the details to see how 
complicated the transaction is. 

As Chairman of the Finance Com- 
mittee, I have had these deals on my 
radar screen for quite some time. In 
2003, the Finance Committee held a 
hearing with a confidential informant. 
The witness risked his professional rep- 
utation to tell us how abusive LILO 
and SILO transactions are. 

I pushed for legislation to shut these 
deals down. The 2004 Jobs Act elimi- 
nated the tax benefits for most of the 
investors who had entered into these 
transactions. 

Since 2005, I have worked to shut 
down the remaining deals that the Jobs 
Act failed to address. Unfortunately, 
our efforts have met with resistance. 
Some argue that shutting down these 
transactions would be applying law 
retroactively. But I believe that these 
transactions always violated the law, 
as they lack any economic substance. 

In the Tax Increase Prevention and 
Reconciliation Act of 2005, Congress 
imposed excise taxes on tax-exempt en- 
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tities and their managers who entered 
into tax shelter transactions. That law 
recognized the role that some tax ex- 
empt entities, including transit agen- 
cies, played as ‘‘accommodating par- 
ties" to tax shelter deals. 

Since 1999, the IRS has devoted con- 
siderable resources to shutting down 
these deals. The IRS has designated 
both LILOs and SILOs as ‘‘listed’’ tax 
Shelter transactions. The IRS has au- 
dited every one of these transactions 
that it could find. The IRS has liti- 
gated four cases, and won every time. 
Recently, the IRS announced a settle- 
ment initiative to shut down the re- 
maining cases and reports an 80-per- 
cent participation rate. 

We have been trying to stop these tax 
Shelters for years. So how does the 
Government end up guaranteeing this 
kind of tax shelter? The complicated 
Structure of LILOs and SILOs plays а 
part. 

Under the terms of the agreements, 
transit agencies are required to obtain 
a guarantee from an insurer. The in- 
surer guarantees that the agencies will 
be able to buy back the subway at the 
end of the lease period. The agreements 
require that the insurer have à very 
high credit rating. 

The current economic crisis has 
caused downgrades of insurers' credit 
ratings. That has put the tax-exempt 
entities into technical default on their 
agreements. Under the agreements, 
when the tax-exempt entities default, 
the investors have a right to terminate 
the lease. 

The investors are taking advantage 
of this legal opportunity. They are try- 
ing to cash in. The investors are at- 
tempting not just to recoup the nomi- 
nal purchase price of the assets. They 
are also demanding that the transit 
agencies pay over the value of the tax 
benefits that the investor will lose as а 
result of the premature unwinding of 
the deal. The value of the tax benefits 
can be many times the putative pur- 
chase price. 

'This chart that I referred to earlier is 
an exhibit from a lawsuit, Hoosier En- 
ergy v. John Hancock Life Insurance. 
In that case, the Monroe County Cir- 
cuit Court in Indiana issued а tem- 
porary injunction barring John Han- 
cock from collecting on the technical 
default. 

Transit agencies do not have lots of 
excess money just sitting around. So 
they have come to the Congress asking 
for a guarantee from the U.S. Govern- 
ment. 

Now I do not want our Nation's sub- 
way systems to be at risk. I am open to 
considering ways to help keep them fi- 
nancially sound. 

But Iam unwilling to do so at the ex- 
pense of American taxpayers. The bill 
before us today asks taxpayers to put 
their tax dollars at risk. The bill asks 
taxpayers to guarantee transit agen- 
cies who knowingly and willfully en- 


December 11, 2008 


tered into deals that had no economic 
Substance and were designed for the 
Sole purpose of avoiding taxes. 

The Government has come under 
much criticism for actions it has taken 
to jump-start our economy. But delib- 
erately involving the U.S. Government 
in а tax shelter scam would add fuel to 
that fire. 

We must not add legitimacy to an 
abusive transaction that the Congress, 
the courts, the Treasury, and the IRS 
have spent years trying to shut down. 

We must not undermine the good ef- 
forts of the IRS to prosecute these 
cases. We need the IRS to accomplish 
as much work as it can to eliminate 
these and other scams. 

We must not ask American taxpayers 
who struggle to pay their taxes to un- 
derwrite deals set up to help wealthy 
investors attempting to shelter their 
income. 

The approach in the bill before us 
today is not a solution. Stepping in to 
guarantee these deals exposes Amer- 
ican taxpayers to ongoing risk. Some 
event could trigger à requirement that 
the Government pay the investors. 
This bill puts taxpayers on the hook 
for a long time. 

In addition, I understand that this 
proposal applies to only 80 percent of 
the transit agencies that entered into 
these tax shelter deals. What about the 
other 20 percent of the systems who are 
not covered? What happens to them? 
We need a fair and balanced approach 
to resolve this issue. 

We would do better to figure out а 
way to discourage investors from act- 
ing on the technical default simply be- 
cause the insurer's credit rating has 
been downgraded. A downgrade does 
not mean that the insurer is not good 
for the money. I intend to explore op- 
tions with this goal in mind. We need a 
solution that protects both the transit 
agencies and the American taxpayer. 

Finally, this is an auto bill We 
Should not forfeit the opportunity to 
bolster our automotive industry by 
cluttering up the bill with unrelated 
and controversial proposals. 

There is a proper time and place for 
everything. This is neither the time 
nor the place to divert attention from 
our immediate task, helping our auto- 
makers. 

This provision has no business in the 
auto bill. The Senate should take the 
provision out. And if the Senate does 
not take the provision out, it will only 
add to the burdens that are weighing 
this bill down. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Iowa. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I ask unanimous 
consent to speak for 15 minutes. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, I 
come to the floor to back up the chair- 
man of the committee, Senator BAU- 
CUS, who has spoken on the very same 
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issue. We have had a close working re- 
lationship for 8 years as either chair- 
man and ranking member, and those 
changed from time to time. Part of our 
effort of working together has been to 
close down abusive tax shelters. So I 
am here to support what he said and to 
Say, in my own words, my reasons for 
wanting this provision out of the bill. 
The bottom line of what I am saying is 
the bottom line of what Senator BAU- 
CUS has already said. This tax provi- 
sion has no business being in this bill. 

There is a provision in this auto bail- 
out bill that deals with à number of 
transit agencies that assisted corpora- 
tions in tax shelters. This provision in 
the auto bailout bill has nothing to do 
with automakers. It would prop up a 
tax shelter that Senator BAUCUS and I 
Shut down in the year 2004. Shutting 
down that tax shelter saved American 
taxpayers $26.56 billion, according to 
the nonpartisan Joint Committee on 
Taxation. That is real money. So we 
Should be very protective of making 
sure money that by subterfuge was not 
going to come into the Federal Treas- 
ury comes back to the Federal Treas- 
ury and is not used in the future. This 
tax shelter is commonly referred to as 
sale-in, lease-out, or by the acronym 
SILO, or another program lease-in, 
lease-out that we refer to by the acro- 
nym LILO. This tax shelter bailout 
within the automaker bailout bill 
would have the Federal Government 
guarantee obligations that public tran- 
sit agencies now face because they en- 
tered into shady deals with corpora- 
tions, including foreign corporations, 
where they sold things such as the 
transit agencies’ own train cars and 
then magically leased them back from 
these corporations to do what they 
were doing all the time anyway, haul- 
ing people. 

This was not done to change the way 
the transit agency operated but, in- 
Stead, to collect a fee for assisting the 
tax shelter, where the corporations 
could take advantage of the tax deduc- 
tion for depreciation of things such as 
these train cars. 

As chairman of the Senate Finance 
Committee in 2004, I worked hard to 
Shut down these tax shelters as a mat- 
ter of tax fairness, and Senator BAUCUS 
was there working closely with me to 
do that. The Internal Revenue Service 
has been working to recover money 
from these deals. If this tax shelter 
bailout were to pass, it would interfere 
with the working of the IRS in these 
efforts to collect money that should 
never have been deducted in the first 
place. 

This tax shelter bailout can change 
the cost-benefit analysis for those tax 
Shelter corporations that are consid- 
ering settling their disputes with the 
IRS over the SILO/LILO tax shelters. 
It is wrong for the auto bailout bill to 
bail out transit agencies from partici- 
pating in these shady tax shelters. The 
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Federal Government should not guar- 
antee the transit agencies' obligations 
to corporations, including foreign cor- 
porations, when doing so allows the tax 
Shelter to continue as it did before 2004, 
and these corporations, including for- 
eign corporations, to continue taking 
tax shelter deductions for things such 
as transit agencies' train cars. 

If the Federal Government is called 
upon to pay the guarantees of the tran- 
sit agencies’ obligations to these tax 
Shelter corporations, including foreign 
tax shelter corporations, then the 
hardworking U.S. taxpayer will be 
sending money directly to these for- 
eign corporations and others. I don't 
know how many, but we know foreign 
corporations are very much involved. 

These tax shelters were, in fact, set 
up so corporations were able to take 
large depreciation deductions. How- 
ever, the tax shelter needed a nontax- 
paying entity that had large amounts 
of assets that could be depreciated. So 
that is where the transit agencies come 
in. The transit agencies were paid mil- 
lions of dollars to do nothing, simply 
sign papers and go about business as 
usual of transiting people within cities 
or between cities, as they were doing 
before this tax shelter was ever 
thought up. The transit agencies are 
called accommodation parties in tax 
shelter lingo. They are called this be- 
cause, in exchange for their fee, they 
helped make tax shelters work for cor- 
porations that were bilking the U.S. 
taxpayers out of billions of dollars, and 
those billions of dollars were lost rev- 
enue to the Federal Treasury. 

This auto bailout bill proposes to bail 
out the transit agencies from the con- 
sequences of their bad judgment of en- 
tering into tax shelters. I say ‘‘bad 
judgment" because they ought to know 
this doesn’t make sense. Some lawyer 
might tell you: We can get by with this 
because we found this loophole in the 
tax laws. But, in fact, lawyers can find 
anything. The English language is not 
so perfect that we write perfect pieces 
of legislation that somebody who is 
wise can’t find a way around. That is 
what happened prior to 2004, before 
Senator BAUCUS and I shut it down. 

As the transit agencies have found 
out—and that is why they are coming 
to the bailout bill for some help—when 
you lie down with dogs, you get fleas. 
Now that the transit agencies have 
fleas due to their participation in this 
tax shelter scheme, they want the Fed- 
eral Government to be their flea re- 
mover. If this provision is enacted and 
if the Federal Government guarantees 
the transit agencies’ tax shelter obliga- 
tions, it will actually help these shady 
tax shelter deals stay alive longer and, 
who knows, encourage more of this in 
the future. We are trying to shut down 
a business I consider illicit, people 
going through the Tax Code and seeing 
where they can find a tax loophole and 
writing a program and go out and sell 
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it. They go out and sell it to somebody 
else, then flee to the woods, and some 
corporation or individual has to defend 
it themselves, and they can’t. They get 
stuck with the tax bill from the IRS. 
We want to shut down the tax shelter- 
writing business. 

I will not help the transit agencies 
avoid the consequences of their partici- 
pation in these tax shelters. I do not 
want to put U.S. taxpayer money on 
the line to support tax shelters that 
have been stealing from these same 
taxpayers. 

I am aware that as early as February 
2000, we had a Federal initiative from 
the executive branch. In the year 2000, 
the Federal Transit Administration, 
under the Clinton administration, used 
to advocate these tax shelter deals to 
transit agencies as innovative financ- 
ing. The Federal Transit Administra- 
tion’s promotion of these tax shelters 
was shameful, and it gave a legitimacy 
to it. I suppose it even encouraged fur- 
ther tax shelter people to write. But in 
2004, Senator BAucus and I said: 
Enough is enough. That is why the leg- 
islation was passed in 2004, shutting 
down these and saving the taxpayers 
that $25 billion the Joint Committee on 
Taxation said could be saved; in other 
words, paid into the Federal Treasury, 
instead of some sharp lawyer finding a 
way to keep it out of the Federal 
Treasury. 

Going back to when these were first 
being instituted by the Federal agency 
or encouraged by the Federal agency, 
we did have the IRS responding to 
that. So you had one agency promoting 
something. You had the IRS issue a 
revenue ruling that came out against 
these tax shelters. But between that 
1999 March 1 date and the time Senator 
Baucus and I finally concluded this 
needed to stop in 2004, we still had a 
bunch of these deals consummated. 
Even if the transit agencies were not 
aware of the IRS’s position, the transit 
agencies should have realized that get- 
ting money for essentially doing noth- 
ing ought to be too good to be true. If 
it sounds too good to be true, it prob- 
ably is not the right thing to do. That 
is common advocacy to any consumer 
in America met by some snake oil 
salesman who comes along to sell a 
product. If it sounds too good to be 
true, you ought to raise questions 
about it. 

We even have a situation where every 
court that has considered these trans- 
actions has ruled they are abusive tax 
shelters and has not allowed the tax 
breaks claimed by the corporation that 
engaged in the tax shelters. Three of 
these court cases are BB&T Corpora- 
tion, the Fifth Third Bancorp, and 
AWG Leasing Trust. In a recent court 
opinion involving John Hancock Life 
Insurance Company, Chief Judge David 
Hamilton of the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of Indiana wrote 
that the SILO deal at issue was ‘‘pure, 
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abusive tax shelter," was ‘“‘rotten to 
the core" and was “а sham without 
economic substance." 

Additionally, in February 2004, Sen- 
ator BAUCUS and this Senator sent let- 
ters to Washington, DC, New York 
City, and Chicago transit agencies ask- 
ing for their assistance in an investiga- 
tion of these abusive tax shelters. 

I ask unanimous consent that these 
three letters be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


FEBRUARY 12, 2004. 

RICHARD A. WHITE, 

CEO, Washington Metropolitan Area Transit 
Authority, 600 Fifth Street, NW., Wash- 
ington, DC. 

DEAR MR. WHITE: We are writing to enlist 
the assistance of the Washington Metropoli- 
tan Area Transit Authority in our ongoing 
investigation of abusive tax shelters. On Oc- 
tober 21, 2008, the Committee on Finance 
held à hearing regarding the continuing pro- 
liferation of abusive tax shelters. During 
that hearing, we learned that shelter pro- 
moters are engaging in transactions with 
U.S. municipalities and other state and local 
governmental units, which allow major U.S. 
corporations to depreciate state and local in- 
frastructure assets, such as railways, sub- 
Ways, dams, water lines, and air traffic con- 
trol systems. Our subsequent investigations 
have disclosed that federal agencies have en- 
dorsed these transactions, even though the 
Department of the Treasury had classified 
them as abusive tax shelters. 

Under this scheme, municipalities are paid 
an up-front cash fee to enter into a long- 
term lease of their infrastructure to the tax 
Shelter promoters. The cash received by the 
municipality, however, pales in comparison 
to the federal tax benefits received by the 
corporations, which will be able to depre- 
ciate taxpayer-funded bridges, subways, and 
rail systems as a result of the lease. As part 
of the same agreement, the promoters will 
agree to simultaneously lease the assets 
back to the municipality. The obligations of 
the promoters and municipalities are prepaid 
through *phantom" debt, and neither the 
tax promoters nor the municipality assumes 
any credit or ownership risk. At the end of 
the lease term, the infrastructure assets re- 
vert back to the municipality. In reality, 
nothing changes regarding the ownership or 
use of the infrastructure. One municipal 
manager described these transactions as 
“People giving him money which he never 
had to pay back, for doing something that he 
was already doing." 

In March 1999, the Department of the 
Treasury under the Clinton Administration 
initiated enforcement actions against these 
transactions, which are called LILOs—an ab- 
breviation of their industry name ‘‘lease-in- 
lease-out" transactions. We have further 
learned that these transactions have contin- 
ued, albeit in a different form, and that 
other federal agencies may be approving 
these transactions. The LILO transactions 
have now been replicated through service 
agreement contracts and transactions called 
SILOs—‘‘sales-in-lease-out.”’ Other vari- 
ations on these transactions have involved 
qualified technology equipment (QTEs). 

We are certain that you share my concern 
that subway systems, water lines, waste 
treatment plants, and air traffic control sys- 
tems constructed with taxpayer dollars are 
being used by big corporations to shelter bil- 
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lions of dollars in taxes through bogus depre- 
ciation deductions. In order to assist us in 
assessing the scope and scale of this problem, 
I request that the Washington Metropolitan 
Transit Authority submit to the Committee 
on Finance copies of all LILOs, SILOS, 
QTEs, and similar transactions that have 
been approved, funded, or otherwise reviewed 
by the Washington Metropolitan Area Tran- 
sit Authority from the year 1995 to present. 
If you have any questions regarding this re- 
quest, please contact Ed McClellan or Matt 
Genasci of the Senate Finance Committee at 
(202) 224-4515. 

We appreciate your cooperation in our on- 
going efforts to combat abusive tax shelters, 
and look forward to receiving these mate- 
rials as soon as possible. 

With best personal regards, 
CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, 
Chairman. 
MAX BAUCUS, 
Ranking Member. 
FEBRUARY 12, 2004. 
LAWRENCE G. REUTER, 
President, New York City Transit, 
Jay Street, Brooklyn, NY. 

DEAR MR. REUTER: We are writing to enlist 
the assistance of New York City Transit in 
our ongoing investigation of abusive tax 
Shelters. On October 21, 2008, the Committee 
on Finance held a hearing regarding the con- 
tinuing proliferation of abusive tax shelters. 
During that hearing, we learned that shelter 
promoters are engaging in transactions with 
U.S. municipalities and other state and local 
governmental units, which allow major U.S. 
corporations to depreciate state and local in- 
frastructure assets, such as railways, sub- 
Ways, dams, water lines, and air traffic con- 
trol systems. Our subsequent investigations 
have disclosed that federal agencies have en- 
dorsed these transactions, even though the 
Department of the Treasury had classified 
them as abusive tax shelters. 

Under this scheme, municipalities are paid 
an up-front cash fee to enter into a long- 
term lease of their infrastructure to the tax 
Shelter promoters. The cash received by the 
municipality, however, pales in comparison 
to the federal tax benefits received by the 
corporations, which will be able to depre- 
ciate taxpayer-funded bridges, subways, and 
rail systems as a result of the lease. As part 
of the same agreement, the promoters will 
agree to simultaneously lease the assets 
back to the municipality. The obligations of 
the promoters and municipalities are prepaid 
through *phantom'" debt, and neither the 
tax promoters nor the municipality assumes 
any credit or ownership risk. At the end of 
the lease term, the infrastructure assets re- 
vert back to the municipality. In reality, 
nothing changes regarding the ownership or 
use of the infrastructure. One municipal 
manager described these transactions as 
“People giving him money which he never 
had to pay back, for doing something that he 
was already doing." 

In March 1999, the Department of the 
Treasury under the Clinton Administration 
initiated enforcement actions against these 
transactions, which are called LILOs—an ab- 
breviation of their industry name ‘‘lease-in- 
lease-out" transactions. We have further 
learned that these transactions have contin- 
ued, albeit in a different form, and that 
other federal agencies may be approving 
these transactions. The LILO transactions 
have now been replicated through service 
agreement contracts and transactions called 
SILOs—“‘‘sales-in-lease-out.”’ Other vari- 
ations on these transactions have involved 
qualified technology equipment (Q'TEs). 
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We are certain that you share my concern 
that subway systems, water lines, waste 
treatment plants, and air traffic control sys- 
tems constructed with taxpayer dollars are 
being used by big corporations to shelter bil- 
lions of dollars in taxes through bogus depre- 
ciation deductions. In order to assist us in 
assessing the scope and scale of this problem, 
I request that New York City Transit submit 
to the Committee on Finance copies of all 
LILOs, SILOs, QTEs, and similar trans- 
actions that have been approved, funded, or 
otherwise reviewed by New York City Tran- 
sit from the year 1995 to present. If you have 
any questions regarding this request, please 
contact Ed McClellan or Matt Genasci of the 
Senate Finance Committee at (202) 224-4515. 

We appreciate your cooperation in our on- 
going efforts to combat abusive tax shelters, 
and look forward to receiving these mate- 
rials as soon as possible. 

With best personal regards, 
CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, 
Chairman, 
MAX BAUCUS, 
Ranking Member. 
FEBRUARY 12, 2004. 

FRANK KRUESI, 

President, Chicago Transit Authority, Merchan- 
dise Mart Plaza, Post Office Box 3555, Chi- 
cago, IL. 

DEAR MR. KRUESI: We are writing to enlist 
the assistance of the Chicago Transit Au- 
thority in our ongoing investigation of abu- 
sive tax shelters. On October 21, 2003, the 
Committee on Finance held a hearing re- 
garding the continuing proliferation of abu- 
sive tax shelters. During that hearing, we 
learned that shelter promoters are engaging 
in transactions with U.S. municipalities and 
other state and local governmental units, 
which allow major U.S. corporations to de- 
preciate state and local infrastructure as- 
sets, such as railways, subways, dams, water 
lines, and air traffic control systems. Our 
subsequent investigations have disclosed 
that federal agencies have endorsed these 
transactions, even though the Department of 
the Treasury had classified them as abusive 
tax shelters. 

Under this scheme, municipalities are paid 
an up-front cash fee to enter into a long- 
term lease of their infrastructure to the tax 
shelter promoters. The cash received by the 
municipality, however, pales in comparison 
to the federal tax benefits received by the 
corporations, which will be able to depre- 
ciate taxpayer-funded bridges, subways, and 
rail systems as a result of the lease. As part 
of the same agreement, the promoters will 
agree to simultaneously lease the assets 
back to the municipality. The obligations of 
the promoters and municipalities are prepaid 
through ‘‘phantom’’ debt, and neither the 
tax promoters nor the municipality assumes 
any credit or ownership risk. At the end of 
the lease term, the infrastructure assets re- 
vert back to the municipality. In reality, 
nothing changes regarding the ownership or 
use of the infrastructure. One municipal 
manager described these transactions as 
“People giving him money which he never 
had to pay back, for doing something that he 
was already doing.”’ 

In March 1999, the Department of the 
Treasury under the Clinton Administration 
initiated enforcement actions against these 
transactions, which are called LILOs—an ab- 
breviation of their industry name ‘‘lease-in- 
lease-out" transactions. We have further 
learned that these transactions have contin- 
ued, albeit in a different form, and that 
other federal agencies may be approving 
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these transactions. The LILO transactions 
have now been replicated through service 
agreement contracts and transactions called 
SILOs—''sales-in-lease-out." | Other vari- 
ations on these transactions have involved 
qualified technology equipment (QTEs). 

We are certain that you share my concern 
that water lines, waste treatment plants, 
and air traffic control systems constructed 
with taxpayer dollars are being used by big 
corporations to shelter billions of dollars in 
taxes through bogus depreciation deductions. 
In order to assist us in assessing the scope 
and scale of this problem, I request that the 
Chicago Transit Authority submit to the 
Committee on Finance copies of all LILOs, 
SILOs, Q'TEs, and similar transactions that 
have been approved, funded, or otherwise re- 
viewed by the Chicago Transit Authority 
from the year 1995 to present. If you have 
any questions regarding this request, please 
contact Ed McClellan or Matt Genasci of the 
Senate Finance Committee at (202) 224-4515. 

We appreciate your cooperation in our on- 
going efforts to combat abusive tax shelters, 
and look forward to receiving these mate- 
rials as soon as possible. 

With best personal regards, 
CHARLES E. GRASSLEY, 
Chairman. 
MAX BAUCUS, 
Ranking Member. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I have been fighting 
against SILO/LILO tax shelters for a 
long time, as has Senator Baucus. In 
October 2008, the Finance Committee 
held hearings on the status of abusive 
tax shelter activities. During that 
hearing, we received anonymous testi- 
топу from а leasing industry execu- 
tive that used the name Mr. Janet. He 
described how U.S. corporations were 
able to take tax deductions for such 
things as the Paris, France, sewer lines 
and the New York subway system. 
Major corporations were claiming tax 
deductions on taxpayer-funded infra- 
Structure located in the United States 
and overseas. 

Imagine our surprise when we 
learned that U.S. taxpayers were sub- 
sidizing the cost of electric trans- 
mission lines in the Australian out- 
back. I find it hard to believe that a 
corporation was actually taking a tax 
deduction for the New York City tran- 
Sit car pictured here. However, that is 
exactly what greedy corporations were 
doing. Just like the greedy tax shelter 
promoters who were handing out U.S. 
taxpayer money to greedy corporations 
by selling these shady tax shelters to 
them, the House voted last night to put 
U.S. taxpayer dollars on the line to 
bail out tax shelter participants and 
perpetuate these abusive tax shelters. 

If we look at all the key congres- 
sional players on this deal, we will find 
that, perhaps not by coincidence, near- 
ly all of them represent areas where 
these transit shelter deals were done. 
These tend to be the biggest cities. 
They tend to be the areas where the 
Shops that hired the sharpies that man- 
ufacture these tax shelters do business. 
Most of these key congressional play- 
ers for years, especially when Repub- 
licans were in the majority, railed 
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against tax shelters. Now we find that 
for these key congressional players, 
the imperatives of the transit lobby de- 
cisively outweigh the importance of 
cracking down on a tax shelter that a 
Federal judge rightly described as ‘‘rot- 
ten to the core." 

This reminds me of the Joker from 
the 1989 version of ‘‘Batman,’’ who 
says: “I’m giving out free money." You 
know the Joker, as shown on this 
chart. You have seen him. I'm giving 
out free money." As we all know, 
money is not free. Unfortunately, the 
joke here has been—and will again be if 
we do not do something about it—on 
the American taxpayer. Literally, the 
guarantee continues the cruel tax shel- 
ter joke on the American taxpayers' 
dime. 

I urge my colleagues in the Senate to 
not allow this cruel joke to be played 
on the American taxpayers. I have 
fought against these tax shelters in the 
past, and I will continue to fight 
against them in the future. This provi- 
sion puts taxpayers’ dollars on the line 
and perpetuates an abusive tax shelter. 
In fact, it puts the U.S. Government in 
the position of guaranteeing tax bene- 
fits that corporations, including for- 
eign corporations—again, I want to em- 
phasize—hope to reap from engaging in 
these tax shelters. So as Senator BAU- 
CUS has just done—and I thank him for 
his leadership—I urge my colleagues to 
vote against this bill which contains а 
bailout for tax shelter participants. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE). The Senator from Ken- 
tucky. 

Mr. BUNNING. Mr. President, are we 
as in morning business? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. We are in 
morning business, Senator. 

Mr. BUNNING. Thank you. 

Mr. President, I rise to speak on the 
auto bailout proposal before the Sen- 
ate. But before talking about any legis- 
lation, I wish to say that I am very 
concerned, as everybody in the United 
States is, about the state of the auto 
industry, not only in Detroit but other 
States that have a great deal of auto 
workers and related industries. 

As I said at the first Banking Com- 
mittee hearing on this issue, I am not 
concerned about any sense of American 
pride or because of the great history of 
the American auto industry. What con- 
cerns me is the workers—the men and 
women who assemble our cars and 
trucks, who sell and service the vehi- 
cles, and those who work for the sup- 
pliers who keep the industry running. 

Auto manufacturing is the largest 
manufacturing sector in my Common- 
wealth. That is the Commonwealth of 
Kentucky. I know Detroit's pain is felt 
in many towns and cities in Kentucky. 
In many counties, jobs supplying parts 
to GM, Ford, or Toyota are some of the 
best jobs anywhere in Kentucky. Those 
jobs are in danger, and I am concerned 
for the workers and their families. 


24737 


The question facing Congress is what, 
if anything, we can and should do 
about the industry’s current problems. 
As I understand it, one of the two bills 
that is going to come before the Sen- 
ate—as soon as this afternoon—one is 
the bill passed by the House, and the 
other is a similar Senate proposal. Un- 
fortunately, much like the other bail- 
outs we have passed, those bills rely on 
hopes and promises of future actions 
and do not require serious concessions. 
Those bills do not address the imme- 
diate problems facing the industry, 
which is a lack of funding for car loans 
and dealer floor plans, and many other 
related issues. 

While the Detroit manufacturers 
were forced by the economic crisis to 
come to Congress for aid at this time, 
their problems are not just the result 
of problems in our current financial 
markets. The companies are simply un- 
competitive in today’s marketplace be- 
cause of decades of bad business deci- 
sions by both the corporate manage- 
ment and the labor unions. What is 
needed is a serious restructuring of the 
companies that brings their costs in 
line with the costs of cars made by 
manufacturers such as Honda and Toy- 
ota and their capacity in line with the 
true demand for new cars, not the arti- 
ficially inflated demand of the last few 
years. 

Neither the House bill nor the Senate 
bill forces these companies and their 
stakeholders to make the changes nec- 
essary to force restructuring. The so- 
called car czar has no real power to 
make the companies and stakeholders 
reach an agreement accomplishing the 
cost and capacity changes that must be 
made. Because the companies would 
not survive in the long term without 
those changes, they would be back be- 
fore Congress next year asking for 
more money to get them through the 
next few months, and back again and 
again. That is an irresponsible use of 
taxpayer dollars and would ultimately 
lead to the death of the companies and 
many thousands and thousands of jobs 
permanently being lost. Because I care 
too much about the workers, I cannot 
support either of these bills as they are 
currently written. 

I have previously said I would sup- 
port Federal assistance for companies 
if they undertake a chapter 11 bank- 
ruptcy restructuring. Federal financing 
and warranty guarantees would enable 
the companies to emerge from that re- 
structuring successfully and more 
quickly than they would otherwise. 
Senator SHELBY and Senator ENSIGN 
have an amendment to do just that, 
and I will be supporting their amend- 
ment if they are allowed to have a vote 
on it on the floor of the Senate. 

However, chapter 11 bankruptcy is 
not the ideal solution, and I know just 
the word ‘‘bankruptcy’’ causes many 
people whose jobs, retirement, and 
health care depend on the companies to 
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shudder. A similar restructuring that 
accomplishes significant changes out- 
side of bankruptcy would work as well. 
Senator CORKER has an amendment 
that would require those significant 
changes as a condition of Federal as- 
sistance provided in the majority’s bill. 
If the majority allows a vote on Sen- 
ator CORKER’s amendment, I will sup- 
port it. If the amendment is adopted to 
the Senate version of the bill, I will 
support passage. If the majority blocks 
any minority amendments, as they 
have done for nearly the entire Con- 
gress, I will oppose the bill and any clo- 
ture motions. 

I will go ahead and state for the 
record that if the Corker amendment 
passes and the bill becomes law, I will 
oppose any and all attempts to weaken 
its requirements. Now, I say that 
knowing full well that I am very con- 
cerned that come January 20, the ma- 
jority might try to rewrite the require- 
ments so that the companies are not 
forced to make painful changes that 
are necessary for them to survive in 
the long term. I hope that will not be 
the case. 

For these companies to survive and 
thrive, there must be painful changes 
made, and we all know some jobs will 
be lost. However, with а successful re- 
structuring, the Corker amendment 
being included, more jobs will be pre- 
Served for the long term than if we just 
prop up the companies with taxpayers' 
dollars for а few short months and hope 
for the best. 

Mr. President, I yield the floor. 

Mr. President, since no one else is in 
the Chamber, I suggest the absence of а 
quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
would like to speak for less than 10 
minutes as in morning business. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. GRASSLEY. I thank the Chair. 


EE 


HOLDER NOMINATION HEARING 
SCHEDULE 


Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I 
would like to discuss Eric Holder’s 
nomination to be the U.S. Attorney 
General. While Mr. Holder appears to 
have the appropriate credentials and 
work experience, it is important that 
the Judiciary Committee be able to 
fully and carefully vet the candidate 
for this important position because 
this is the Nation’s top law enforce- 
ment officer. 

I was surprised to hear that the 
chairman of the Judiciary Committee 
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noticed Mr. Holder’s confirmation 
hearing for January 8, 2009. Mr. Holder 
was only formally announced as the 
prospective Attorney General nominee 
on December 1 of this year. I under- 
stand the Judiciary Committee has a 
large number of boxes of archived doc- 
uments relating to his employment at 
the Justice Department, and those ma- 
terials need to be reviewed. We have 
not even gotten Mr. Holder’s question- 
naire, nomination materials, or FBI 
background investigation yet. Judici- 
ary Committee members just sent a 
letter to the Justice Department and 
the Clinton Library requesting docu- 
ments relating to issues that Mr. Hold- 
er was involved in during his tenure in 
the Clinton Justice Department. Once 
we get these materials and once these 
documents come to us, it will take 
some time for committee members to 
review them. 

While it is not unprecedented for the 
Judiciary Committee to hold a hearing 
prior to the inauguration of a Presi- 
dent, such as the one held for former 
Attorney General John Ashcroft, there 
are significant differences. First, the 
Ashcroft nomination hearing was held 
from January 16 to January 19, 2001, 
obviously giving committee members 
more breathing room to review his 
record. Moreover, Attorney General 
Ashcroft was a well-known quantity to 
us because he served as our colleague 
in the U.S. Senate and he was a promi- 
nent member of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. Of course, this was all prior to 
his nomination for Attorney General. 
Even then, my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle insisted on 2 days of 
testimony from the nominee and 2 days 
of testimony from 23 other outside wit- 
nesses, for a total of 4 days of hearings. 

The bottom line is that the proposed 
January 8 hearing timetable doesn’t 
give members a full and fair chance to 
consider Mr. Holder’s background as 
thoroughly as we should. We must have 
time to comprehensively examine all of 
Mr. Holder’s information, materials, 
and documents, most of which we 
haven’t even received yet. There is no 
need to jump the gun and undermine 
our oversight responsibilities. 

This is all the more important be- 
cause Mr. Holder is not a nominee free 
and clear of issues. The fact is Mr. 
Holder played a very key role in some 
very controversial matters, and since 
his nomination, a number of news- 
papers, including the New York Times, 
the Washington Post, and the Wall 
Street Journal, have all published arti- 
cles reminding the public of those con- 
troversies and raising serious questions 
about Mr. Holder’s role in them. These 
issues need to be fully considered by 
members of the Judiciary Committee 
and eventually by the full Senate. 

For example, red flags about Mr. 
Holder’s judgment and independence 
include his role in securing pardons or 
clemency for an unrepentant billion- 
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aire fugitive tax cheat such as Marc 
Rich or terrorists such as members of 
the FALN and Weather Underground. A 
lot of people—including this Senator— 
have found these facts to be troubling. 
As I previously mentioned, a number of 
editorials have been written asking 
questions about how those facts impact 
Mr. Holder’s ability to serve as U.S. 
Attorney General. I expect to question 
Mr. Holder at his confirmation hearing 
about these and other controversial 
matters he has been involved with. 

In addition, Mr. Holder has been in 
private practice since he left the Clin- 
ton Justice Department over 8 years 
ago. It is important that we know what 
Mr. Holder has been doing in those 8 
years, which cases he has been involved 
with, and who his clients are, what 
speeches he has made, and so forth. For 
example, public reports have emerged 
that in 2004, the Governor of Illinois 
hired or sought to hire Mr. Holder. We 
certainly need time to learn what that 
is all about. Mr. Holder has not pro- 
vided the committee with all of this in- 
formation yet. Again, it is not unrea- 
sonable for members of the Judiciary 
Committee to want to receive all of 
these materials and have ample oppor- 
tunity to study them before holding 
the nomination hearings. As such, I, 
then—this Senator, then—is in support 
of Senator SPECTER’s request that 
Chairman LEAHY move the hearing to à 
later date in January so committee 
members can do their duty and review 
Mr. Holder's nomination in а respon- 
sible manner. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma- 
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, we have 
been working, as I think the country 
knows and the Senate knows, for the 
last many weeks trying to come up 
with some way to resolve the issue of 
dealing with Detroit and the auto- 
mobile manufacturers. We thought we 
were at a place today where we would 
have a series of votes and we were al- 
most there when another Senator sub- 
mitted another idea. As a result of 
that, there are good-faith negotiations 
going on as we speak. The last I heard 
is that they would have something 
completed by 5:30. I kind of smile when 
I say that, because considering the 
years I have spent here in the Senate, 
sometimes I don’t know if they are re- 
ferring to ‘‘5:30’ meaning 10 minutes 
from now or 12 hours and 10 minutes 
from now, but they said 5:30. If they are 
able to work that out, then the bill will 
overwhelmingly pass the Senate. I have 
told the House and the House will have 
to do whatever they do with that. But 
right now, that is not done. 

As I indicated, they said they 
thought a half hour or so ago it would 
be done by 5:30. I hope that is the case. 
I know it is late. I know people want 
more definite definitions of when this 
is all going to happen, but that isn’t 
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the way the Senate works, as much as 
we would all like it to be. So if every- 
one will be patient, there is still a pos- 
sibility—and even maybe а  prob- 
ability—that sometime this evening we 
would be able to vote. 

Now, Senator MCCONNELL and I don't 
know at this stage what we will be vot- 
ing on. If the negotiations which are 
going forward now bear fruit, then that 
will be the issue that I think would 
pass with a significant margin here in 
the Senate. There may be some other 
Senators who want to offer alter- 
natives. I think there may be some 
suggestions for that to take place. At 
this stage, I think it is pretty clear 
that there is no need to vote on the 
House measure, because it is pretty 
clear there aren't enough votes to pass 
that, but those decisions we will make 
Shortly. I think what we are going to 
be voting on is à series of competing al- 
ternatives. There is not going to be an 
opportunity to offer a lot of individual 
rifleshot amendments to these dif- 
ferent proposals, but I know that a 
number of Senators have one proposal. 
We have the one we talked about we 
will probably vote on today, and then 
we have the bipartisan issue that is 
being worked on right now. If we are 
fortunate, maybe we could wind up 
having three votes or maybe only two 
votes. But, anyway, we are doing our 
best to resolve this issue. 

There is no need to talk about all of 
the Senators involved. We will do that 
if we can work something out and they 
will get all the accolades they need. We 
have had a lot of cooperation today. 
That doesn't mean we are going to be 
able to work something out, because 
this is а very important issue. But 
right now, I think we are a lot further 
down the road than I thought we would 
be. I was trying to think: Down the 
road distance, so it should be ‘‘farther’’ 
down the road. But, anyway, I wish to 
alert everyone they should be patient 
tonight. We hope to have some votes 
before the night is out. 

If everything falls apart, then we will 
be left with having a cloture vote on 
the Democratic version. Regardless of 
whether we work something out, that 
would be tomorrow morning, as early 
as we want to come in, but hopefully, 
that is not the resolution of this be- 
cause that may not be the best way to 
solve the problem of Detroit. 


— HE — 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the period of morn- 
ing business be extended until 6:30 p.m. 
tonight with Senators allowed to speak 
therein for up to 10 minutes each. 

Of course, the Senators are always 
very cooperative. If, in fact, there is 
something that Senator MCCONNELL 
and I have been able to work out, then 
we will ask that the person be inter- 
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rupted and we will try to move forward 
with a unanimous consent agreement. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


Mr. REID. I note the absence of a 
quorum. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 


clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 


MAKING TECHNICAL CORRECTIONS 
RELATED TO THE PENSION PRO- 
TECTION ACT OF 2006 


Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, in a mo- 
ment I will ask unanimous consent 
that the Senate proceed to passage of 
H.R. 7327, the pension bill. Before I do 
that, I wish to say this is very impor- 
tant relief for seniors and for the coun- 
try. The bill includes a provision that 
would allow seniors who are 70% years 
of age not to have to make withdrawals 
from their IRA accounts that the cur- 
rent law requires. Under current law, if 
you are 70% or older, you must begin to 
withdraw significant amounts from 
your 401(k) accounts or IRA accounts 
and if you don't, you pay a big penalty. 
At these times it is not wise to require 
that, because the accounts are lower in 
value and they should not have to 
make those withdrawals if they don't 
want to. 

In addition, this legislation would 
allow companies to postpone making 
increased contributions to their pen- 
sion plans also required by the recent 
pension law. When we revised pension 
law a short while ago, we were pretty 
strict to protect employees by requir- 
ing companies to make contributions 
to the pension plans at а much faster 
rate. That made sense then, but given 
the economic downturn, with the mar- 
ket values down so much lower than 
they were back then, it makes sense, I 
believe—and I think most Senators 
agree—that those contributions should 
be postponed or later modified in order 
to keep companies viable. 

A lot of companies need this to meet 
payrolls in these difficult times, and 
this will prevent them having to freeze 
their benefits. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senate proceed to the immediate con- 
sideration of H.R. 7327, which was re- 
ceived from the House. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the bill by title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

A bill (H.R. 7827) to make technical correc- 
tions related to the Pension Protection Act 
of 2006, and for other purposes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the bill. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, we are 
living through an unprecedented eco- 
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nomic downturn. Over the past 15 
months, the Dow Jones Industrial com- 
panies have lost more than one-third of 
their value. An end does not appear in 
sight. 

This sharp market decline hurts 
more than just Wall Street. It hurts 
every American with a retirement 
plan. When the market drops, so do the 
assets in pension plans. 

Over the past 15 months, because of 
the current financial crisis, retirement 
accounts have lost as much as $2 tril- 
lion in assets due to the current finan- 
cial crisis. That is $2 trillion that dis- 
appeared from the retirement accounts 
of American workers. And that is $2 
trillion that disappeared from the ac- 
counts of pension plans. 

Congress must act now to protect in- 
dividual retirement accounts and pen- 
sion benefits and assets. 

This bill provides relief for seniors 
age 70% and older whom current law 
requires to take distributions from 
their retirement plans. 

Individuals would have the option to 
keep their retirement savings where 
they are. We should not force them to 
take out huge portions of their savings 
when the market is down. 

This bill also contains a number of 
provisions to help ease the strain on 
pension plans. And this bill would help 
to prevent the need for some plans to 
reduce benefits or make extraordinary 
funding contributions due to the mar- 
ket downturn. 

If we fail to act and provide short- 
term funding relief, pension plans 
would be unable to afford their in- 
creased contributions. By one esti- 
mate, current law would require 350 of 
the Fortune 500 companies to con- 
tribute an extra $100 billion or more to 
their pension plans next year, even if 
the market rebounds. If these compa- 
nies did this, they would reduce their 
investment spending by $60 to $70 bil- 
lion next year. That is something that 
our economy cannot afford. 

This bill provides relief for single- 
employer plans that fall below the set 
funding target percentage set in the 
Pension Protection Act of 2006. 

And the bill provides analogous relief 
for multi-employer plans that are faced 
with significant underfunding due to 
market losses. This relief would allow 
them to temporarily freeze their cur- 
rent funding certification or extend the 
time period that they have to restore 
their funding levels. 

The bill also helps prevent benefit re- 
strictions for those single-employer 
plans that may be significantly under- 
funded next year due to the market 
downturn. 

This bill also contains a number of 
critical technical amendments to the 
Pension Protection Act of 2006. The 
Pension Protection Act of 2006 argu- 
ably marks the most sweeping changes 
to the pension laws since the enact- 
ment of the Employee Retirement In- 
come Security Act of 1974. 
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Like many complicated pieces of leg- 
islation, technical corrections to the 
law must be made. 

Technical corrections to the law are 
often time sensitive. That is, many of 
them must be passed by both Houses of 
Congress before the effective date of 
the statute. 

Many of the rules under the Pension 
Act were effective January 1, 2008. This 
means that the time for passing tech- 
nical corrections has come and gone. 

If we were not to act and pass these 
time-sensitive provisions now, the pen- 
sion community and the Department of 
the Treasury—the agency tasked with 
interpreting the statute and providing 
the necessary details on how the new 
law works—would be placed in a very 
tough spot. 

That is, the Department of the Treas- 
ury would not have the necessary cor- 
rections and clarifications of the origi- 
nal intent of the act to sufficiently 
issue the details necessary to allow the 
pension community to achieve proper 
compliance. This would not be fair to 
the pension community or the Treas- 
ury Department. 

Failing to pass these technical cor- 
rections would therefore be irrespon- 
sible. 

Here in the Senate, we passed the 
technical corrections contained in this 
act back in December 2007. We already 
said that these corrections are good 
pension policy. 

Americans need real help from Con- 
gress to make sure that their retire- 
ment savings are safe and sound and 
available to them when they need it. 
This bill contains a number of provi- 
sions that would help to provide relief 
to individuals and pension plans and 
move the economy toward recovery. 

Individuals and the pension commu- 
nity warned that individual retirement 
account holders and pension plan par- 
ticipants could be adversely affected 
without the provisions contained in 
this bill. Passing this pension package 
sends the right message to individuals, 
plan sponsors, and pension plan partici- 
pants. 

I thank my colleagues for helping to 
make passage of this bill possible 
today. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the bill be read the third 
time and passed, the motion to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table, with no in- 
tervening action or debate, and that 
any statements related to the bill be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The bill (H.R. 7327) was ordered to a 
third reading, was read the third time, 
and passed. 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I sug- 
gest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 
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Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I ask unani- 
mous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 
NOMINATION OF ERIC HOLDER 


Mr. KYL. Mr. President, I want to 
speak for just a moment about the 
comments that Senator SPECTER made 
earlier about the process for consid- 
ering the nomination of Eric Holder as 
Attorney General. 

The Republican members of the Judi- 
ciary Committee have been seeking in- 
formation and doing work to prepare 
for the hearing. But there is a great 
deal of information that is not yet 
available and a great deal of informa- 
tion that hasn’t yet been reviewed, all 
to the point that it is going to take a 
little bit of time to prepare for the 
hearing in order to do it right. Of 
course, we want to do it right. 

While there is absolutely no desire on 
anyone’s part to slow a process down or 
filibuster or in any other way make it 
difficult for the orderly process to un- 
fold for the confirmation of the nomi- 
nee of the President, we do ask that we 
be accorded the same consideration 
that was given to others in this situa- 
tion and that there be adequate time to 
confirm him. I see no reason, if he is 
qualified and if he is confirmed, that he 
could not take office very soon after 
the President himself takes office, per- 
haps as early as a week or two after 
that. So nobody is talking about a long 
delay, but we do need to have adequate 
time. 

In that regard, since the chairman of 
the Judiciary Committee has indicated 
he would like to begin holding hearings 
on January 8, which is literally right 
after we begin the swearing in of the 
new Members and the beginning of the 
next session, there is not adequate 
time for the kinds of things that have 
to be done if that is the date that we 
meet. This has been conveyed to the 
chairman by Senator SPECTER. He has 
asked for a reasonable amount of time 
to get prepared. I hope that can be ac- 
commodated. It is of sufficient concern 
that several of us have indicated, 
through a letter to the chairman, that 
we are going to insist on having ade- 
quate time for the consideration of his 
nomination. 

I remember the nomination of John 
Ashcroft who was a colleague of every- 
one here, a Senator from Missouri, 
when he was nominated to become the 
Attorney General; nevertheless, it took 
4 days of hearings for the Senate to de- 
cide to confirm him. His hearings 
began on Tuesday, January 16. As I 
said, they lasted for 4 days. The chair- 
man of the committee has, as І said, in- 
dicated that the Holder hearings would 
be scheduled for January 8, more than 
a week earlier. I don’t think that is 
adequate for the things we have to do. 
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Ashcroft was voted on by the full com- 
mittee on January 30. He was con- 
firmed on February 1. So that timing 
certainly would be totally appropriate 
for nominee Holder and would not in 
any way delay the administration with 
respect to the office of the Attorney 
General. In fact, irony of ironies, be- 
cause Senator Ashcroft was not con- 
firmed until February 1, Eric Holder 
himself, who was in charge at the end 
of the Clinton administration, served 
as Acting Attorney General at the be- 
ginning of the Bush administration. 
Senator SPECTER, when he was chair- 
man, accommodated numerous re- 
quests for sufficient time on the part of 
the then-ranking Democrat, Senator 
LEAHY, on, for example, the nominees 
of Chief Justice Roberts and Justice 
Alito. I think reciprocation would be in 
order. 

Right now, we don’t even have Eric 
Holder’s questionnaire or FBI back- 
ground investigation, all of which are 
necessary to prepare for the hearing. 
Senator SPECTER noted that we cur- 
rently have 86 boxes of archived com- 
mittee documents relating to Mr. Hold- 
er’s tenure at the Justice Department 
to review. There are additional docu- 
ments that have been sought from the 
Department of Justice and the Clinton 
library which would provide additional 
information that we will need to exam- 
ine. 

One might say this is a lot of work to 
do for a nominee. Bear in mind, this is 
the Attorney General of the United 
States, an individual who has some 
controversy in his past. I don’t know 
whether this controversy is sufficient 
to suggest that he should not be con- 
firmed, but that is what the investiga- 
tion and hearings, of course, are all 
about. We are familiar with what these 
items are. 

Mr. Holder was involved in the par- 
dons of members of the FALN organi- 
zation by President Clinton, the par- 
dons of Marc Rich, Pincus Green, 
Susan Rosenberg, and Linda Sue 
Evans. He was also involved in a con- 
troversial raid in Miami by the Border 
Patrol action to take Elian Gonzales 
into custody. He was involved in death 
penalty approvals, rejections, or dis- 
putes. One that troubles me—and I 
want to get to the bottom of this—was 
the decision of the Department of Jus- 
tice not to defend the power of Con- 
gress to enact a particular statute, 18 
U.S.C 3501. There was Supreme Court 
litigation called Dickerson v. United 
States, including Department of Jus- 
tice responses to Judiciary Committee 
inquiries on the subject and views of 
U.S. attorneys and Department advi- 
sory panels on the matter. The case in- 
volved challenging Miranda doctrine. 
Paul Cassell, a competent attorney, ar- 
gued that case. The Justice Depart- 
ment, contrary to precedent and tradi- 
tion, didn’t defend the Government’s 
position; that is to say, the Congress 
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having passed a statute and defended 
the power of Congress to enact that 
Statute. 

I don't know whether any of those 
controversial matters are enough to re- 
ject the nominee, but they are well 
known, controversial, and I think we 
have an obligation to look into all of 
these matters. I am not alone. Richard 
Cohen wrote in the Washington Post 
that Eric Holder should not be the At- 
torney General. I don't know whether 
he is right or not, but the questions he 
raises need to be examined. 

Glenn Greenwald wrote in the Salon 
magazine that Holder’s involvement 
with the Rich pardon was substantial, 
continuous, and concerted, much, 
much more than 'peripheral,'" which is 
the way Holder himself described it. 

One final note. In addition to having 
plenty of time to review and prepare 
and review documents and the FBI 
interviews and background checks of 
Eric Holder and prepare for his hear- 
ings, we will want to have sufficient 
time also to carefully consider other 
top Department of Justice nominees, 
such as the Deputy Attorney General, 
Associate Attorney General, Solicitor 
General, and the heads of the Office of 
Legal Counsel, the Criminal Division, 
the Civil Rights Division, and the Na- 
tional Security Division. 

I hope if we set the right precedent 
with the Attorney General himself, 
these other matters will be considered 
in due time and we won't have to argue 
each time there is an insufficient op- 
portunity to conduct the kind of exam- 
ination that would be necessary for po- 
sitions as important as these. 

So I hope our colleague, the chair- 
man of the committee, will reconsider 
his initial decision to schedule the 
hearings on January 8. If we can move 
those back even а week, that would 
provide time for us to conduct the 
process properly. We are not asking for 
Some outrageous delay just for the 
Sake of delay. I hope he can accommo- 
date us, and knowing of the views of 
the other members of the committee 
on the Republican side, that he would 
be willing to do so. 

Isuggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the order 
for the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. NEL- 
SON of Florida). Without objection, it is 
so ordered. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, a 
moment ago I had the honor of pre- 
siding before the distinguished Senator 
from Florida replaced me in the chair, 
and I was presiding during the time the 
distinguished Senator from Iowa, Mr. 
GRASSLEY, and the distinguished Sen- 
ator from Arizona, Mr. KYL, came to 
the floor to discuss the timing of the 
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nomination proceedings for the Presi- 
dent-elect’s candidate for Attorney 
General, Eric Holder. I had the chance 
to hear the points that they made, and 
I wish, just briefly, to respond to a few 
of them. 

As the junior member of the Senate 
Judiciary Committee, I am certainly in 
no position to speak for the chairman. 
Obviously we heard Senator KYL ask 
that the timing be done on a reason- 
able basis, and I think Senator LEAHY, 
the very distinguished chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee, is nothing if not 
reasonable and has shown enormous 
reasonableness with the timing of all 
the nominees that have come before 
him. And I would expect this to be no 
different. But in evaluating the reason- 
ableness of the schedule that the chair- 
man has proposed, or, I should say, an- 
nounced, it may be worth putting it 
into the context of the history of these 
sorts of nominees. 

If you go all the way back to Presi- 
dent Carter, for more than 30 years, 
whether the Senate was controlled by 
Republicans or Democrats, or the 
President was a Republican or а Demo- 
crat, we have had nominees for Attor- 
ney General come through the process. 
And throughout that long span of time, 
the average time between the an- 
nouncement by the President of his 
choice for Attorney General and the 
nomination hearing, the average 
amount of time has been 29 days. And 
the average amount of time until а 
committee vote has been 37 days. 

So that is the background. If you av- 
erage over 30 years, from the announce- 
ment, 29 days to the hearing, 37 days to 
the vote. The schedule that Chairman 
LEAHY has proposed is 39 days to the 
hearing, and he hopes for 50 days to the 
vote. 

So instead of the average that it has 
been over 30 years of 29 days, the Re- 
publicans have 10 extra days beyond 
the average to do the work that they 
assert that they need to do, and the 
vote may not come for 50 days, which 
is 11 days longer than the average. 

I think everyone in this body under- 
stands the importance of à new Presi- 
dent having his new Attorney General 
in place quickly. The President is 
going to be sworn in on January 20, and 
I think it is in all our interests as 
Americans to make sure that his 
choice is honored in a reasonable time- 
frame so that when the President takes 
office, he has an intact team. Certainly 
with the Attorney General as such an 
important part of the President's na- 
tional security team in this time of na- 
tional security concerns, he should 
have an intact team. 

And so it seems to me that the aver- 
age is а pretty reasonable place to 
Start, and when the chairman has given 
an extra 10 days beyond the average 
just to the beginning of hearings, and 
hopefully an extra 18 days beyond the 
average for the vote, it's а pretty good 
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signal that the chairman is being very 
reasonable about this. 

Most recently, some of the Attorneys 
General whom we have seen, Attorney 
General Mukasey had a period of 30 
days from his nomination to the start 
of the hearings. That was at President 
Bush's request. Remember, he indi- 
cated that he wanted to get him in 
place soon. The Department was in 
grave distress and we needed to act 
quickly. We acted in 30 days. We are 
acting here in 39 days, more than was 
given for Attorney General Mukasey. 
The vote hopefully will be the same as 
for Attorney General Mukasey: 50 days 
from the announcement to the vote. 

It doesn't sound unreasonable. No- 
body said it was unreasonable when At- 
torney General Mukasey was put 
through that schedule. I don’t see how 
it can be unreasonable that Eric Holder 
should have a more generous schedule, 
and somehow that is no longer reason- 
able. 

For Attorney General Ashcroft, it 
was 25 days to the hearing instead of 
39; 39 days to the vote instead of the 
hoped-for 50. For Attorney General 
Reno, 26 days to the hearing instead of 
39 days; 27 days to the vote instead of 
the hoped-for 50. Nearly twice as much 
time as for Attorney General Reno. 

So I think the point is pretty clear. 
It is the tradition and the history of 
this body to honor the President’s re- 
quest to act quickly, and in terms of 
the reasonableness of the schedule that 
Chairman LEAHY has proposed, he has 
proposed a schedule that is on the gen- 
erous side of the average and of recent 
history. 

With respect to the concern that 
there is a lot to look at in Eric Hold- 
er’s history, well, every lawyer who is 
experienced and active enough in the 
profession to be a candidate to be At- 
torney General of the United States 
has got a long history to look at. That 
is a given. That is a constant. That is 
not something that is different about 
Eric Holder than about any of his pred- 
ecessors. 

Indeed, if anything, the opposite con- 
cern would be justified, which is that 
we have already had a lot of time to 
look at Eric Holder. First of all, he has 
an astonishingly distinguished record 
to be Attorney General. It is remark- 
able—his personal story, his career. It 
is all spectacular, truly. But specific to 
the question of nomination, this is a 
lawyer who came right after law school 
to the Department of Justice and 
served as a prosecutor for a decade 
prosecuting public corruption cases. So 
he had to be cleared by the FBI to 
come in as a Department of Justice at- 
torney, and he served there for all 
those 10 years. That is all a matter of 
clear public record. Everybody has had 
a chance to look at that forever. 

The next thing that happened, in 
1988, Eric Holder was nominated by 
President Ronald Reagan to the bench 
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to serve as Superior Court judge in 
Washington, DC. Again, he was con- 
firmed by the Senate. We had a full 
look of everything up to 1988. 

After his service on the bench, Eric 
Holder was nominated by President 
Clinton to serve as the United States 
Attorney for the District of Columbia. 
United States Attorney Holder and I 
were colleagues; me in Rhode Island, 
him down in DC. I went through that 
process of nomination and confirma- 
tion. It is exhaustive. It was done for 
him. He was confirmed at that time. So 
as of the date he was appointed United 
States Attorney for the District of Co- 
lumbia, we had done à complete Senate 
look of his record to that point. 

And that wasn't the last time. In 
1997, President Clinton nominated 
United States Attorney Holder to serve 
as the Deputy Attorney General of the 
United States, Attorney General 
Reno’s No. 2 in that department. And 
he was then confirmed by this body, 
the Senate, unanimously. And, again, 
we had that full record of his before us 
at that time. 

So this is a guy who has been the 
subject of very public attention as a 
public official, the Deputy Attorney 
General. There isn’t a whole lot that 
one does as Deputy Attorney General 
that isn’t available to the public, that 
isn’t in the news media. This is not 
somebody who has come out of no- 
where and who has a great, vast mys- 
terious past history that we need to 
have a look at. Indeed, this body has 
had three looks at him, confirmed him 
three separate times. The most recent 
time as late as 1997, unanimously. So I 
think the notion that—with only 1997 
to now to look through, a period of a 
mere decade—the idea that he is being 
shoved unreasonably rapidly through 
the process, when he is substantially 
slower than the average, simply 
doesn’t hold water. 

And I would urge my Republican col- 
leagues—again, they can have discus- 
sions with the chairman that obviously 
are at a rank higher than mine—but I 
would urge my colleagues to consider 
their views in that context: in the con- 
text of a spectacularly qualified indi- 
vidual who has thrice been confirmed 
by this body, as recently as 1997, and 
who is being given more time for scru- 
tiny than the average or the recent 
Bush appointees, and in an environ- 
ment in which I think we can all agree 
that after the Bush management of the 
Department of Justice, we badly need a 
new Attorney General in there and 
soon. 

So with those observations I will 
yield the floor. I thank my colleagues 
for waiting while I finished my re- 
marks. I see the distinguished Senator 
from Oklahoma on the other side of the 
Chamber and I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Oklahoma is recognized. 

Mr. COBURN. I ask to speak in morn- 
ing business. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. COBURN. Mr. President, I appre- 
ciate my colleague and his informed 
words. Much of what he has stated I 
agree with, but there is a significant 
difference. No. 1 is I was not in the 
Senate when Mr. Holder was confirmed. 
Given the facts that played out associ- 
ated with pardons that President Clin- 
ton had, the look needs to be refreshed 
without any question because there is 
no question that Mr. Holder erred in 
his judgment and has essentially said 
so, in association with one Mr. Marc 
Rich, a fugitive. 

I do not doubt Mr. Holder has a dis- 
tinguished record. He is well qualified 
for lots of areas. I do not think it ought 
to be on the floor that we debate 
whether we have a hearing. But I can 
tell you that the information we have 
requested, both from the Clinton li- 
braries and others, will not be avail- 
able to us to peruse and to study. I may 
in fact in the long term end up voting 
for Mr. Holder, but I am not about to 
do anything less than а very thorough 
job. 

I also remind my colleagues I was the 
first Republican Senator in the midst 
of the committee to call for the res- 
ignation of Attorney General 
Gonzales—rightly so. The position of 
Attorney General, although it is ap- 
pointed by the President, is very dif- 
ferent than all the rest of the appoint- 
ments because he is for all of us, every 
citizen in this country, the chief law 
enforcement officer of this land. His 
loyalty is not to the President. His loy- 
alty has to be to the Constitution. It 
has to be to the responsible bodies that 
guide this country, although if we in 
fact have hearings early, we will have 
to have additional hearings. We will 
not allow a vote to occur until we have 
thoroughly, to each member of the Ju- 
diciary Committee’s satisfaction, had 
the record examined and had the ques- 
tions answered that are going to need 
to be answered with regard to some of 
the events that have taken place late 
in the Clinton administration. 

That is not to cast any aspersions on 
Mr. Holder. I think he is a fine man. 
But judgment is the key thing that is 
most important and there is a red flag. 
So if it is insisted that we go early, 
earlier than we are prepared so we can 
truly ask the questions we think the 
country would need us to ask, then I 
think we will have a difficult time ever 
moving that nomination. 

That should not be the case. The fact 
is this gentleman deserves the best, the 
most thorough opportunity to explain 
himself in a way where people are ask- 
ing proper questions, not improper 
questions. More important, the Amer- 
ican people deserve for us to do our job. 
That means we have to be very well 
briefed, very well studied on the ques- 
tions and circumstances about which 
we will apply them. 
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Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Will the Senator 
yield for a question? 

Mr. COBURN. I will be happy to in a 
moment. 

I have given positive comments to 
the press on Mr. Holder, so I am not 
necessarily someone in opposition. But 
I can tell you I am in opposition to not 
being in a position to do my job. It is 
going to be impossible, and I will tell 
my colleague that, with the schedule 
that has been set forth. I will not be 
able to be prepared at the time. I have 
one staff lawyer. For us to go through 
everything to my satisfaction, for me 
to fulfill my oath, that is not a possi- 
bility between now and January 9. 

The other thing I would say is much 
of the information we have requested is 
not even going to be available to us 
until January 6. So it would be terrible 
to start the next Congress off having a 
fight about a fight. My hope is we can 
come to a compromise so we all feel 
very well prepared. 

There is no intent to delay Mr. Hold- 
er’s nomination. There is every intent 
to make sure we are prepared to thor- 
oughly vet his qualifications of inde- 
pendence and judgment. It is not his 
qualifications as to whether he has the 
capability to fulfill the role. It is 
whether he will demonstrate the inde- 
pendence and the judgment with which 
to fulfill it. 

As my colleague knows—he was at 
the hearing when I asked the Attorney 
General to resign—I am not a partisan. 
The President-elect who nominated 
this man I have a great deal of respect 
for. But I am going to do my job. If it 
means holding up a nomination until I 
get all the answers, then that is what I 
will do. So there is no reason for us to 
do that by not accommodating the 
ranking member on this committee 
and setting the schedule with which 
the minority on that committee are 
not prepared to be prepared to answer 
that. 

With that, Iam happy to yield to my 
colleague. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I appreciate that 
very much. I thank the Senator from 
Oklahoma for his courtesy for yielding. 

I wanted to make sure the distin- 
guished Senator was not suggesting 
that when the Senate allowed 26 days 
between Attorney General Reno’s an- 
nouncement and her nomination hear- 
ing, or allowed 25 days between Attor- 
ney General Ashcroft’s announcement 
and his nomination hearing, or allowed 
30 days between Attorney General 
Mukasey’s announcement and his nom- 
ination hearing that the Senate was 
then underprepared or had not done its 
job in evaluating, or didn’t have 
enough time to evaluate those can- 
didates. I think they probably did. 
They appeared to going forward. By 
comparison, the 39 days—— 

Mr. COBURN. Reclaiming 
time—— 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. If I could finish 
the question—— 


my 
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Mr. COBURN. I suggest we did à poor 
job with Attorney General Gonzales, 
that is No. 1. No. 2, I was not here then 
So I don't know whether we did or did 
not. Mukasey—the difference that 
would lie is there is a large red flag on 
one or two specific actions of this gen- 
tleman as he acted as assistant Attor- 
ney General. That requires good scru- 
tiny. 

I assure my colleague that does not 
mean, and I think he knows this—I 
have not made a decision on this gen- 
tleman and I will not until we have 
gone through the hearing process. As I 
have said to the press, I am generally 
inclined to think he is very well quali- 
fied for this. But the question of judg- 
ment will require а lot of research on 
associated issues that have been out- 
lined here. 

So, to me, it is not a game I am play- 
ing. I think my colleagues in the Sen- 
ate know I work very hard to stay in- 
formed and up to detail on every issue 
that is before us. I would say to my 
colleague, to me, I don't care what the 
time was ever. What I care about is do 
we do it right so we do not have a re- 
peat. 

I am sure my colleague knows he 
doesn't want us to have a repeat of 
making a mistake and not thoroughly 
vetting someone to the degree we 
Should. 

My hope is the Judiciary Committee 
in the next Congress operates very 
smoothly, that we stand on the prin- 
ciples that we spoke about as we went 
through this last year, and that we do 
not see the process of trying to slow 
down judicial appointments because it 
is a partisan issue. 

He has my pledge that will never be 
anything I will pertain to or partici- 
pate in. If somebody is qualified and 
they are this President's nominee and 
they are qualified after going through 
the Judiciary Committee and I believe 
they should be voted on, I intend to 
vote for them and not hold them up. 
But Т think this is а very different in- 
stance. There are two specific problems 
that have to be very well vetted. 

From what we have seen so far, the 
vast majority and minority have not 
met Mr. Holder. We are going to be 
asked to meet with him on the day be- 
fore the committee hearing so we will 
not have had the time even after we 
meet with him to be able to cross- 
check what we have asked him against 
what facts we know because we will 
not have all the facts in, because we 
will not even have all the records from 
the Clinton library at that time. 

I suggest we ought to start it off in 
more of a spirit of cooperation. My 
ranking member is of the learned opin- 
ion for the years that he has been here, 
and he is a proven expert in the law, 
that we need more time. We hope that 
request would be honored. 

With that, I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island is recognized. 
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Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I wanted, while 
the Senator from Oklahoma is still on 
the floor, to let him know I appreciate 
his concern and I am grateful for his 
kind words. I would hope the one or 
two red flags that he has mentioned 
are not such as to justify necessarily 
extending the period between nomina- 
tion and confirmation hearings more 
than 2 weeks beyond what the Senate 
gave for other nominees such as Attor- 
ney General Thornburgh, Attorney 
General Barr—almost 2 weeks for At- 
torney General Reno, 2 weeks longer 
than for Attorney General Ashcroft, 1 
day short of 2 weeks longer than for 
Attorney General Meese. Some of these 
people have some red flags too, but the 
Senate was able to do its job timely 
and I hope we will do so again. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Rhode Island. 


— ERR 


EXTENSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that we extend 
morning business until 7:30. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Alabama is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I will 
Share а few remarks on the matter be- 
fore us. I was pleased to support Mr. 
Holder when he was nominated to be 
the Deputy Attorney General. He came 
as a Superior Court Judge in DC, and 
as а U.S. attorney. I thought he had 
many of the gifts and graces that 
would be appropriate for a Clinton dep- 
uty. He might not have been my top 
choice, but I thought he had а good 
background and I supported that. I 
have considered him a friend. I tried to 
be supportive of him throughout his 
tenure. 

But I have to say there are some 
problems that are going to have to be 
dealt with. I went through the very 
painful process of Attorney General 
Gonzales and the difficulties he had. It 
was very painful for me. I am not sure 
he was treated fairly, to tell you the 
truth. But it came to à point where I 
think he concluded, and maybe every- 
body concluded, it was best for him to 
Step down as Attorney General. He 
wanted to do the right thing, I believe, 
but made some errors. It damaged the 
Department. 

I spent 15 years in the Department of 
Justice. I was an Assistant U.S. attor- 
ney for 2% years and U.S. attorney for 
12. That is à pretty long time; the big- 
gest part of my professional career, for 
sure. 

I love the Department of Justice. I 
believe it is very important that we 
have leaders committed to following 
the law regardless of position or power 
or influence; that the Attorney General 
should set the example. When I was 
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there they did and there was no doubt 
about it. We were encouraged to do the 
right thing. If you took political heat, 
if you were right, the Attorney General 
would back you up, no matter what 
politician might call or what influen- 
tial contributor or friend might try to 
intervene. You were expected to do 
your duty. That is the way I trained 
my assistants and that is the way I was 
expected to perform. 

So I have no more grim prospect in 
mind, in the beginning of next year, 
than to have to go through a conten- 
tious hearing for the Attorney General 
of the United States. As I said, I have 
had nothing but personal affection for 
Eric Holder. 

I want to make a couple of points. 
First, I believe Senator SPECTER is jus- 
tified in asking that this hearing not 
start so soon. President-elect Obama is 
not in office. He will not be President. 
President-elect Obama will not be 
President at that time. He is talking 
about starting it on January 8 and that 
is very early. Members of the com- 
mittee have sought a bunch of docu- 
ments. I am not sure they are entitled 
to all of those documents, but many of 
them are public record documents that 
are quite appropriate to be requested. 
These members have requested those 
documents and they need to be looked 
at because there are some questions 
here that are going to have to be exam- 
ined. 

I note Attorney General Griffin Bell, 
who is one of the great Attorney Gen- 
erals ever to serve in this country, 
serving under President Carter, that 
his hearings lasted 6 days. 

John Ashcroft, a member of the Judi- 
ciary Committee, one of our own, and I 
believe a man of great integrity and 
commitment to the law, had 4 days and 
my colleagues on the other side had 23 
outside witnesses testify in an effort to 
try and find something to complain 
about. Basically, they did not have 
anything to say of importance, and he 
was confirmed. 

But a confirmation hearing is not a 
coronation, particularly when there 
are questions out there that need to be 
conducted in the right way. I think, 
first, that Senator SPECTER is well 
within propriety and collegiality to 
ask that we not start this hearing so 
soon. Second, we need to be sure there 
is enough time set aside that it can be 
fairly discussed. And I will not go into 
the allegations that are out there, but 
I wish to say that not rushing this 
nomination through is not some sort of 
partisan attack, but instead a duty 
that must be performed. 

Let me say that commentators and 
newspapers across the spectrum have 
raised questions about the nominee. 
The Senate has been called upon to do 
its job and ask the kinds of questions 
that need to be asked and clear the air 
on some of these allegations. And I 
hope Mr. Holder is able to do so. 
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The New York Times, a strong sup- 
porter of President-elect Obama, more 
and more known to be a liberal news- 
paper, said this recently: 

Mr. Holder... must answer serious ques- 
tions before the Senate votes on his con- 
firmation. 

They had an editorial on this subject 
and seemed to be troubled by the nomi- 
nation and flatly stated that we should 
look at that seriously. 

The Wall Street Journal said this: 

For a politicized Justice Department, none 
can compare to the Clinton Administra- 
tion’s, and the role that Mr. Holder played in 
it deserves the fullest airing before he is 
given the opportunity to return. 

To return—he was Deputy Attorney 
General under President Clinton, the 
second in command in the Department 
of Justice. 

Richard Cohen from Mr. Holder’s 
hometown paper, the Washington Post. 
Mr. Cohen, who I think it is fair to say 
is a liberal columnist, certainly not a 
conservative, I think probably recog- 
nized as a Democrat, had some strong 
words. This is what Mr. Cohen, a long- 
time columnist, wrote in the Wash- 
ington Post: 

Holder was involved, passively or not, in 
just the sort of inside-the-Beltway influence 
peddling that Barack Obama was elected to 
end. He is not one of Obama’s loathed lobby- 
ists; was merely their instrument—a good 
man, certainly, who just as certainly did a 
bad thing. Maybe he deserves an administra- 
tion job, just not the one he’s getting. 

Well, in October of last year, before 
the election and after Attorney Gen- 
eral Gonzales was forced to resign be- 
cause really he did not manage his De- 
partment well—I think little has 
shown that he had a malicious intent, 
but he was forced to resign, and the 
chairman and the ranking member, 
Chairman LEAHY, the Democrat, and 
the ranking Republican, Senator SPEC- 
TER, published a joint op-ed in the Po- 
litico newspaper. They made clear that 
they expected the next nominee to be 
independent of political influence and 
loyal to the rule of law, and the De- 
partment of Justice personnel. 

They said this: 

The attorney general must hold everyone, 
no matter how powerful, accountable to the 
law. Any nominee must have a visceral com- 
mitment to pursuing and achieving justice, 
and a record of doing just that. 

They went on to say: 

Finally, the attorney general must be 
someone who deeply appreciates and respects 
the work and commitment of the thousands 
of men and women who work in the branches 
and divisions of the Department of Justice 
day in and day out, without regard to poli- 
tics or ideology, doing their best to enforce 
the law and promote justice. 

Well, I agree with that. So I would 
hope that in the process going forward, 
that we do take the time to analyze 
some of these allegations and dig into 
why Mr. Cohen, or the New York Times 
or the Wall Street Journal has ex- 
pressed serious reservations about this 
most important nominee. 
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The Marc Rich pardon—let me tell 
you why that is troubling to me as a 
longtime U.S. attorney. Very few peo- 
ple obtain pardons. That is just the 
way it is. Thousands apply. I have a 
bunch of them who write me right now, 
and they want me to help them get 
their pardon. Little people, who com- 
mitted small drug crimes; maybe 
forged a check; maybe did something 
that violated Federal law in some fash- 
ion, are convicted and charged, and 
they do not get pardons. In fact, the 
process is set up with a pardon attor- 
ney. They have to complete their time 
in prison, they have to complete their 
parole, and only after a period of time 
of good behavior, only after that does a 
pardon attorney even consider their ap- 
plication for a pardon. But the Presi- 
dent of the United States is constitu- 
tionally empowered 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator’s time has expired. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent for 1 additional 
minute. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SESSIONS. So the President is 
constitutionally empowered to do the 
pardon. 

So in the instance of Marc Rich, this 
was a major fraud case. He was in- 
dicted—one of the largest fraud cases 
in the country. He was a fugitive. He 
never reported and answered the in- 
dictment against him, as I understand. 
He was a fugitive, at least, and did not 
come and show up for trial. For some 
reason, over the strong objections of 
the prosecutor involved in the case, the 
President of the United States, with a 
positive recommendation from then- 
Deputy Attorney General Holder, 
granted that pardon. Of course, we 
know that through some method, Marc 
Rich—he, or people close to him, had 
been a very substantial contributor to 
matters of importance to the Clintons, 
to President Clinton personally. It was 
not a good deal. That was not a good 
deal. It was wrong. And every little 
person who has asked for a pardon and 
did not get it and deserved it 99 times 
more than Marc Rich did has a right to 
be offended. The rule of law and the re- 
spect for the Department of Justice 
was definitely lowered by that act. I 
wish Deputy Attorney General Holder 
had done the right thing, which was 
tell President Clinton: President Clin- 
ton, you cannot do this, and if you do 
this, my resignation will be on your 
desk. I cannot serve in an administra- 
tion that would issue this pardon. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Delaware is recognized. 

Mr. CARPER. I do not know Eric 
Holder, whom President-elect Barack 
Obama has nominated to serve as our 
next Attorney General. I had an inter- 
esting conversation with one of the 
topmost senior people within the De- 
partment of Justice, serving in the cur- 
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rent administration, who described the 
nomination as ‘‘a brilliant choice." So 
we will find out whether it was. 

Before I came here, I served for 8 
years as Governor. At one time, I was 
State treasurer, as my colleague, the 
Presiding Officer, was, both treasurer 
and insurance commissioner for the 
State of Florida. I served on the Board 
of Pardons as State treasurer for 6 
years and then later on as Governor for 
another 8 years to consider the rec- 
ommendations of the Board of Pardons 
as to whether people should have a sen- 
tence commuted or whether they 
should be pardoned for some crime 
they had committed. I always got ad- 
vice from our legal counsel, got advice 
from the Board of Pardons itself, but in 
the end the buck stopped with me as 
the Governor, and I made the decision. 
Whether it was well received or not, I 
never blamed my counsel for the advice 
he or she had given me. At the end of 
the day, I think that is probably the 
case at the Federal level as well. 

But we look forward to receiving the 
nomination and having a full hearing, 
a fair hearing so that this nominee can 
defend himself, present his case and his 
credentials to us. I hope what the sen- 
ior Department of Justice official said 
to me about this nomination, that it 
was a brilliant choice, will indeed 
prove to be the case. 


EE 


AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY LOAN 


Mr. CARPER. Mr. President, what I 
want to do is take the next 8 or 9 min- 
utes to talk about the issue we are 
waiting for, waiting to address here 
hopefully later this evening, and the 
issue is whether we are going to pro- 
vide—not a grant, not a gift, not a bail- 
out to two auto companies, GM and 
Chrysler, but whether we are going to 
provide them a loan. 

Some of you recall 28 years ago when 
Chrysler was in difficult straits and 
their CEO, Lee Iacocca, called on the 
Federal Government to provide a loan. 
We did not do that; we provided a loan 
guarantee. Chrysler made a lot of 
changes within the company to reduce 
their costs, to make them a low-cost 
provider of vehicles, and they came 
back to health. The loan was repaid. 
Federal taxpayers actually made 
money, about $300 million on the deal, 
because we had taken—in return for 
taking on the risk of making that loan, 
we got warrants, and we converted 
those warrants into stock, which 
Treasury sold and made about $300 mil- 
lion. 

Today, I think the thing that has 
been dragging this process down is the 
question of, as we think about pro- 
viding a loan to Chrysler and a loan to 
General Motors, what can we do to 
make sure that within that company— 
labor, management, bondholders, lend- 
ers, dealers—how do we best ensure 
that they are going to make the fur- 
ther sacrifices, shared sacrifices, to 
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make GM and Chrysler а lower-cost 
competitor, so that when they emerge 
from this process and begin operating 
with these loans, how can we make 
sure they will be successful, not just 
for à couple of months but how are we 
going to be encouraged that they will 
be successful for years—actually, for 
decades, as Chrysler was subsequent to 
our 1980 involvement. 

The two positions that we are look- 
ing at—one is à negotiated deal by the 
White House and by Chairman DODD 
and others here in the Senate that says 
we want to put in place а car czar—sort 
of like à trustee, if you will, almost 
like à bankruptcy trustee—whose job it 
would be to work with the relevant 
stakeholders, folks I already men- 
tioned—labor, management, lenders, 
bondholders, dealers and others—to en- 
sure that they make the kinds of sac- 
rifices and reductions that will lead to 
making GM and Chrysler more vibrant, 
more competitive when the economy 
recovers and people start buying cars, 
trucks, and vans again. So on the one 
hand, that is what the administration 
has proposed and what Senator DODD 
and others have negotiated with them. 

On the other hand, we have some of 
our friends on the Republican side here 
in the Senate who believe it is appro- 
priate for the Senate almost to sort of 
stipulate the conditions of this shared 
sacrifice, almost for the Senate to 
serve not exactly but kind of like the 
bankruptcy judge or almost to be the 
car czar itself and to put those changes 
in legislative language. 

So those are sort of the two positions 
where we are, and we have been sort of 
in a logjam for much of the day. I am 
encouraged that there is still good will 
on both sides, and a lot of folks have 
been involved in these negotiations. 
Hopefully, we are finally coming closer 
to some consensus, and not one where 
we actually have the Congress playing 
the role of bankruptcy judge but we do 
take some steps to better ensure that 
the additional cost savings that are 
needed are realized so that these com- 
panies will be successful for a long pe- 
riod of time. 

I rode down on the train today. Be- 
fore I got on the train, I ran into some- 
body. Like our Presiding Officer, I like 
to work out almost every day. I 
stopped off at the central YMCA in 
Wilmington. While I was there, this 
one fellow who had just bought a Chev- 
rolet came up to me. 

He said: Tell me that if you all are 
going to do something, I will still have 
a dealer to take my car to to have it 
serviced and for the warranty to be 
good. 

I said: There is nothing I can promise 
you for sure, but we don’t want to just 
walk away from the industry and see 
these folks go down. 

But I am convinced there are a lot of 
people who, frankly, would like to 
drive a car, truck, or van, and they 
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might want to buy a product from 
Ford, Chrysler, or GM. Before they do 
that, they want to make sure the deal- 
er and the company will be around for 
a while, for however long they will own 
their vehicle, so if they do have a prob- 
lem and it needs warranty work they 
will get that; if they have a problem in 
the years ahead and they need parts, 
they can get them; if they need service, 
they will be able to get that as well. 
That uncertainty is keeping people 
from buying vehicles. 

The other factor is the captive fi- 
nancing arms of the car companies— 
GMAC, Chrysler Financial, and Ford 
Financial. They not only help provide 
people who want to buy cars with loans 
to enable them to buy their vehicles, 
they also help finance dealer inven- 
tory. If a dealer wants to finance in- 
ventory, they have to get the money 
from someplace. Sometimes they can 
get it from the local banks, sometimes 
they can’t. Sometimes they get that fi- 
nancing from the captive finance vehi- 
cle of each of the auto companies. 

The captive financing arm also will 
make loans and then they will take 
those loans and bundle them and 
securitize them and sell them around 
the country and around the world to 
provide more money to be used to ei- 
ther finance auto loans or, in some 
cases, finance the inventory for dealers 
to put on their parking lots and show- 
rooms. As we go through this, one of 
the things we have to do is not only 
hopefully work out this deal so we fig- 
ure out who is going to play the role of 
the Federal bankruptcy judge with re- 
Spect to these two companies, without 
going into bankruptcy, so we can make 
sure these companies will be around 
and provide warranty work and parts 
and service, but how do we make sure 
the captive financing arms start work- 
ing again as they are supposed to. 

We have a lot of banks that haven't 
been providing the kind of loans to 
families, small businesses for working 
capital, for kids to go to college and 
people to buy homes and cars. We have 
been working on that for a couple 
months. Liquidity is freeing up a little 
bit. But as we deal with that and with 
the more immediate issue of the near- 
term survival of Ford and Chrysler and 
GM, it is important that we also keep 
in mind the captive finance arms and 
how we can make sure they are in a po- 
sition, like banks being able to lend 
money, the financial arms of the car 
companies are able to lend money as 
well. That may be a battle for another 
day but not very far down the line. 

I am encouraged that some progress 
is being made. I wanted to express my 
thanks for the people of Delaware. We 
have а Chrysler plant in my State that 
has been there for about 60 years. We 
make the SUVs for Chrysler. We build 
the Dodge Durangos and the Chrysler 
Aspens. They were selected as the best 
SUVs in terms of quality by JD Pow- 
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ers. That plant will be closed in 20 
days, a plant that I have worked to 
keep open for 28 years. It is painful for 
me and for the people who have worked 
there, who still work there. But it is 
going to happen. We have a GM plant 
not far from there in Wilmington 
where we make all the Saturn Skys. 
We not only sell those in this country, 
we sell them around the world. We ex- 
port them to South Korea. We sell the 
Saturn Sky in about 15 or so countries 
in Europe. It is a very good vehicle. We 
are proud of the work they do. I have 
believed over the years in making sure 
these plants stay alive and make a 
good product. They do a great job on 
quality, productivity, and labor-man- 
agement relations. We are very proud 
of both plants and their workforce, 
management and labor people, and the 
record they have achieved. 

We want to make sure our Chrysler 
plant, as they are shut down and a lot 
of people are going to be losing jobs, we 
want to make sure the folks who work 
there, the people who build the Duran- 
gos and Aspens, we think those are 
hands that can also build windmill tur- 
bines for the windmill farm we will put 
off the coast of Rehobeth Beach start- 
ing a year or two from now. Those are 
hands that can build solar energy pan- 
els and can build homes with geo- 
thermal heating and cooling, can build 
а new nuclear powerplant on the other 
side of the Delaware River. There is 
plenty they can do in terms of pro- 
viding clean energy, in terms of pro- 
viding us with a reduction in fossil 
fuels, and to enable us to build prod- 
ucts that we can sell around the world 
to reduce our trade deficit. I think it is 
important, as we face a very sad clo- 
sure of our Chrysler plant in Newark, 
that we have in place not just in New- 
ark but in all kinds of plants around 
the country training programs that 
will help people who have a good work 
record. They want to be gainfully em- 
ployed. They have good skills. Let’s 
make sure they have the opportunity 
to find jobs where they can make a real 
contribution. 

I see we are joined by the Senator 
from Utah who may or may not want 
to speak. He is approaching the Pre- 
siding Officer. It is always good to 
work with him. His presence always 
augers well for us doing something con- 
structive. Keep up the good work. 

I yield the floor and suggest the ab- 
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The legislative clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SESSIONS. I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, ear- 
lier in the week I pointed out that I be- 
lieve the best way for the big three 
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automakers to reorganize, come out 
lean and aggressive and competitive, 
was through the reorganization proce- 
dures in chapter 11 of the U.S. Bank- 
ruptcy Code. So many companies have 
taken advantage of it over the years. It 
is the regular order, as we say in the 
Senate. It is what happens when com- 
panies are not able to meet all of their 
debt obligations and payments. When 
this happens they seek protection 
under chapter 11. 

The bankruptcy court has a desire 
that those companies be successful; 
that they continue to operate; that 
people are not laid off; and that the 
business is not liquidated as it would 
be if it had filed under chapter "7 of 
bankruptcy code. In chapter 11, every 
effort is made to help the company to 
survive; to eliminate the burdens and 
legacy costs or other problems they 
have that are pulling them down, mak- 
ing them noncompetitive. 

This week, on December 9, 2008, the 
Heritage Foundation published а docu- 
ment called Bankruptcy Is Best: Re- 
Sponding to Automakers' Arguments 
Against Chapter 11 Restructuring." Mr. 
Andrew Grossman, a senior legal policy 
analyst at the Heritage Foundation, 
writes: 

Though a bailout— 

That is the Federal Government just 
giving money to the corporations— 
may be better for the automakers' current 
executives and shareholders, restructuring in 
bankruptcy remains the best choice for the 
automakers' continued viability and future 
Success. 

In other words, а bankruptoy restruc- 
turing and reorganization will be in the 
best interest for American workers, 
employees and people who want to buy 
American automobiles. 

We have two cars in my home in Mo- 
bile, both of them are pushing 100,000 
miles, and both of them are American 
big three automobiles. I am very happy 
with them. A lot of people want these 
automobiles. But the best way to keep 
the company going, experts say, is 
through this established legal proce- 
dure of bankruptcy, not some special 
bailout. We have heard this argument: 
Bankruptcy would lead to failure and 
millions of jobs lost. The Heritage 
Foundation responds: Bankruptcy 
protection actually prevents failure." 

Mr. Grossman notes that when a per- 
son files bankruptcy, ‘‘it does not mean 
that the business and its assets will 
‘fail’—that is, cease operations. Many 
companies, including the bulk of the 
airline industry following 9/11, have en- 
tered bankruptcy, reorganized under 
its protection, and then emerged as 
stronger, sustainable businesses." 

That is so true and it is so important 
to say. Grossman and the Heritage 
Foundation went on to note: 

Once à company has filed for bankruptcy, 
it receives an automatic stay and may sus- 
pend payment of all debts, giving it breath- 
ing room to take stock of its assets and situ- 
ation. 
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Once you file bankruptcy, everybody 
knows about bankruptcy. I am not an 
expert, but I have been involved with it 
off and on. I helped write the 2005 bank- 
ruptcy reform bill. But in bankruptcy, 
every lawsuit, every claim against 
your money is stayed. You don't have 
to pay them off. The judge takes over 
and makes sure that payments are 
done in à way that is fair to everyone 
concerned. 

The next argument: Automobile 
makers are too complex for bank- 
ruptcy. The Heritage Foundation re- 
port says: 

Fact: The bankruptcy process is designed 
to confront and resolve complex problems 
and has successfully done so many times in 
the past. 

By chance, one of Alabama’s best 
bankruptcy lawyers was in my office 
just yesterday. I have known him and 
respected him. He is totally inde- 
pendent of the circumstance. 

I asked him: What do you think? 

He said: Chapter 11 is perfect for 
these companies. It is exactly what is 
needed. It is set up to handle these 
kind of circumstances. People keep 
confusing reorganization under chapter 
11, like Delta Airlines went through, 
with liquidation under chapter 7 bank- 
ruptcy where there is no hope of saving 
the company. They are saying: If you 
go into bankruptcy, it means the com- 
pany is doomed. That is not so. 

As to the complexity of the matter, 
the Heritage Foundation report says: 
“It is a universal feature of bankruptcy 
law that creditors and other stake- 
holders’’—that is, creditors, people who 
are claiming money from GM, Ford, or 
Chrysler—that they can “Фе forced to 
accept concessions that are necessary 
to maximize the common pool. Thus 
some debtors may see their claims 
transformed into equities stakes’’— 
that is, stock in the company—‘“‘so that 
a business, free of debt, can operate 
profitably and sustainably. Others may 
receive pennies on the dollar. Collec- 
tive bargaining agreements may, as de- 
Scribed further below, be modified to 
put costs in line with industry norms, 
and other contracts may be rejected. In 
contrast, a bailout'"—that is what we 
are talking about, giving the auto- 
makers money—‘‘fails entirely to ad- 
dress the complexity of the auto- 
makers’ problems. Unlike the finely 
honed tools of bankruptcy reorganiza- 
tion, à bailout fails to provide any 
mechanism (other than money) to re- 
Structure debt, repudiate contracts, or 
renegotiate labor agreements. In short, 
bankruptcy is а solution to the com- 
plexity.” 

The report goes on to say: 

And these features are most valuable in 
large and complex cases that would be im- 
possible otherwise. 

The Heritage report goes on to note 
that chapter 11 organizations have in- 
cluded energy and finance giant 
Conseco; Delta Airlines; the parent cor- 
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poration of United Airlines; telecom 
giant WorldCom, now MCI; Texaco; 
Adelphia Communications; and Global 
Crossing. All those have been in bank- 
ruptcy and have come out reorganized. 

The report continues: 

Despite this enormous complexity, all of 
these businesses were able to reorganize 
under the protection of the bankruptcy proc- 
ess and emerge as viable, competitive busi- 
nesses. 

And these companies did all of this 
without, let me add, a penny of Gov- 
ernment money being put into them. 

What about the argument that you 
could not renegotiate labor agreements 
in bankruptcy? The Heritage Founda- 
tion and Mr. Grossman found this: 

Chapter 11 provides a straightforward 
mechanism, unavailable outside of bank- 
ruptcy, to modify collective bargaining 
agreements to adapt to economic realities. 

The report sets forth some of the ad- 
ditional protections that labor has and 
additional proofs that have to be made 
to modify a labor contract, but the evi- 
dence is taken, and labor contracts can 
be modified to help make the business 
viable. But do not miss the fact that 
the law provides workers a very fair 
chance to defend their legitimate in- 
terests. 

The report concludes on this ques- 
tion: 

Thus, the bankruptcy judge has significant 
discretion and power to push the parties to- 
ward an agreement that is mutually accept- 
able, conforms to economic realities, and en- 
sures that the business is able to return to 
profitability. 

They go on and note about the bail- 
out, however: 

A bailout, in contrast, would likely provide 
no new legal authority to achieve this result. 

Now, there is an argument being 
made that restructuring in bankruptcy 
would not work because sufficient 
debtor-in-possession financing is not 
available for an automaker in the cur- 
rent economic climate. Let me explain 
how debtor-in-possession financing 
works. If a company were to file for 
chapter 11 protection, then a judge 
takes control, has hearings and listens 
to testimony, keep in mind there is a 
stay in place that holds off the debtors 
making claims for money, that judge 
then may find that for the company to 
survive, it may need to borrow more 
money. The court can induce a private 
lender to loan the corporation money, 
that is, financing a debtor who remains 
in possession. That lender then gets a 
priority over every other claim to the 
company because it is the money that 
keeps the company surviving. 

I would say that were this scenario to 
play out, as I just described, I would be 
quite willing to consider legitimate as- 
sistance from the Federal Government 
in a way that would provide maximum 
protection to the taxpayer and would 
also provide a maximum opportunity 
for the company to be successful. That 
is the way the law provides for. That is 
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the way every corporation I know of 
that gets in trouble has to be handled. 
I do not see the advantage of providing 
one special industry billions and bil- 
lions of dollars bailout when we know 
this $14 billion is just the first install- 
ment. One economist has predicted it 
would be $75 billion to $125 billion be- 
fore we are through. So this minimal, 
legitimate government assistance as а 
provider of debtor-in-possession financ- 
ing would be а better way to do it. 

Proponents of chapter 11 for auto- 
mobile companies include Luigi 
Zingales of the University of Chicago 
and Edward Altman of New York Uni- 
versity's Stern School of Business. 
They explain how this government sup- 
ported debtor-in-possession mechanism 
operates. They note that: 

Тыз option would be superior to а non- 
bankruptcy bailout because it would provide 
greater protection (bankruptcy’s ‘‘super-pri- 
ority’’)— 

To the person who puts in the money 
at the end to make the company via- 
ble— 
to taxpayers, would do more to force the 
automakers to reform their operations while 
providing them greater flexibility to do so, 
and would be more likely to succeed. 

I know some ideas have been floated 
recently; that our distinguished col- 
league, Senator CORKER from Ten- 
nessee, has proposed that we may well 
be able to accomplish most of these 
things without going into bankruptcy. 
We are studying that. But his proposal 
has the hammer that if agreements are 
reached to modify and protect the com- 
panies from claimants, then they 
would be required to go into bank- 
ruptcy. 

One of the problems of Congress try- 
ing to fix the problem and the auto- 
makers not going into bankruptcy is a 
constitutional problem. Bankruptcy 
courts modify in part and sometimes 
invalidate in part, and entirely, por- 
tions of contracts. That is a great 
power and the Constitution provides 
for this use of bankruptcy. 

Iam not sure we in Congress can pass 
a law that could invalidate contracts. I 
have argued we should go in that direc- 
tion always, I hope my colleagues un- 
derstand, under the belief that this is 
the regular order; this is the proper 
legal way for a company to reorganize 
itself and survive if it is in financial 
difficulties. 

We need to quit giving special privi- 
leges where they are not needed. Such 
behavior ought to be kept to the most 
narrow, special benefits outside of the 
traditional free market principles that 
have made this country great. If we 
have to go around them or violate 
them or bend а bit because of the size 
and the number of people who might be 
involved, well, let's do so within our 
heritage as much as possible, within 
the rule of law as much as possible. I 
think that is the best way to do it. 

So I wished to share my thoughts 
with my colleagues. I would urge them, 
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if they are interested in the details, to 
look into the Web site of the Heritage 
Foundation to examine what this 
bankruptcy report study shows and 
why, according to their report: ‘‘Bank- 
ruptcy Is Best." I believe it is. 

I thank the Chair and also express 
my appreciation for what I understand 
to be some progress toward reaching а 
proposal we could vote on in this body 
that would be much better than the 
one that has originally been put for- 
ward by the Democratic leader and the 
White House. I do not think the Presi- 
dent or the Democratic leader has it 
right. I think a lot of other Members of 
this body do not feel like they have it 
right. What we need to do is to do what 
we can to assist these companies 
through a very difficult period of time, 
to give them an opportunity to elimi- 
nate some of the excessive burden they 
have been carrying so that when they 
enter into the race to the competitive 
marketplace, they will be leaner and 
more efficient and more capable of 
being successful, more able to be com- 
petitive, and can restore their vigor 
and vitality. 

We have to do that, and they have to 
get out from under some of these bur- 
dens. I personally think the best way 
to do that is through bankruptcy. It 
may be that some of the work Senator 
CORKER and others have worked on can 
get us there in a slightly different way. 
I am open to that thought and cer- 
tainly am desirous of à conclusion that 
could gain bipartisan support. 

Ithank the Chair and yield the floor. 

Mr. President, I suggest the absence 
of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
SANDERS). The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EEE 
ORDER OF BUSINESS 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, approxi- 
mately 20 minutes ago the negotiation 
team broke up for purposes of having 
Senator CORKER, who has worked since 
2:30 this morning on the compromise, 
see if we could get this legislation over 
the finish line. It is my understanding 
he is making a presentation to the Re- 
publican caucus as we speak, to see if 
they will accept his compromise. 

It has been a difficult negotiation, 
principally conducted by Senators 
CORKER and DODD. Senator DURBIN has 
represented me in those meetings. 

I am hopeful we can finish this mat- 
ter tonight. I do not know what the 
odds are that the Republican caucus 
will accept the work done by Senator 
CORKER and others but we should know 
soon. I am sorry it is 8:30 at night and 
people have been here—I received a call 
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from one Senator who has been here 
since early this morning and wishes to 
leave and come back tomorrow. There 
are other Senators who have flights 
early in the morning to go other 
places. They hope we could finish to- 
night. One of those other places is 
home. They have family waiting for 
them. 

I wish I could be more dictatorial and 
say we are going to vote right now, but 
I do not have that ability. If everyone 
will be patient, we should know within 
a half hour or so if they can work 
something out. 

We are ready to go. I think with rare 
exception the Democrats understand 
this is Christmas season, that there is 
a lot of hardship out there. People are 
losing their jobs, losing their homes, 
losing their cars, and losing their pa- 
tience. We Democrats believe this 
Christmas season we do not need to 
pile on. If we are not able to work 
something out, 2.5 million people are 
going to be directly impacted and mil- 
lions of others will be impacted. This is 
Christmastime and I hope we can give 
the American people a gift of hope that 
we are going to wind up with an auto- 
mobile manufacturing industry that 
will be stronger and more reliable. Cer- 
tainly that is our desire. We hope our 
friends on the other side of the aisle, 
the Republicans, will recognize the 
good work done by Senator CORKER and 
others and finish this matter tonight. 

Mr. REED. Mr. President, I am dis- 
mayed by the turn of events that have 
occurred this evening. 

Our Nation faces economic condi- 
tions not seen in decades. By pre- 
venting action tonight on a plan to 
give the auto industry a chance to turn 
itself around, the minority is playing 
with fire. 

The jobs of countless workers, in- 
cluding thousands in Rhode Island, are 
on the line, at a time when we can ill 
afford more losses. Moreover, these 
companies going into bankruptcy could 
be far more costly to the federal gov- 
ernment. And, as economist Mark 
Zandi testified before the Senate Bank- 
ing Committee last week, if these com- 
panies are forced into bankruptcy pro- 
ceedings, it would have a cataclysmic 
effect on our already fragile economy. 

The bill that Chairman DODD and my 
other colleagues worked on diligently 
had the potential to give the industry 
a chance to put its house in order while 
preserving jobs and protecting the tax- 
payers. I regret we did not have a 
chance to proceed to this measure, en- 
gage in vigorous debate, and make a 
judgment on the merits. 

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I have 
been very vocal in my support of the 
U.S. auto industry and have gone on 
the record saying that we need to do 
whatever is necessary to help the auto 
industry become strong and economi- 
cally viable. But we need to be realistic 
and fiscally responsible in our ap- 
proach to the troubles facing this and 
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other industries. I cannot support the 
proposal before us today. We simply 
cannot leave the American taxpayer 
with a tab of tens of billions of dollars 
without some serious concessions from 
the industry and some assurance of the 
domestic auto manufacturers’ long- 
term viability, otherwise, we are just 
throwing good taxpayer money after 
bad business decisions. 

I have great faith in the skills, en- 
ergy and ingenuity of the American 
auto worker. This crisis is not their 
fault. I am committed to making sure 
that U.S. auto workers are not left to 
fend for themselves. Ours is the finest 
workforce in the world, able to com- 
pete with anyone. I stand ready to en- 
sure that Washington does its job so 
they can do theirs. 

But simply throwing money at the 
industry is not the way to ensure its 
long-term viability or to help stabilize 
our economy. As we all have learned in 
the past few weeks, the domestic auto 
manufacturers are in much worse 
Shape than we could even imagine, 
with one company, GM, announcing 
they may not survive through this year 
without Federal help. But why is it 
that Toyota sells approximately the 
same number of cars that GM does and 
is profitable? 

Clearly, the automakers will need to 
change dramatically the way they do 
business if they hope to be on course 
for long-term profitability. Rather 
than seeking an unconditional handout 
from the taxpayer, industry leaders 
must first consider how they can re- 
Structure their business models in 
order to fix the problem themselves 
and build more competitive products— 
including changes in management, re- 
negotiating labor agreements, and re- 
organizing under the bankruptcy proc- 
ess. And, they should have been doing 
so months, if not years, ago. And if the 
bankruptcy laws need to be changed, 
then the Congress should do that. 

The automakers need to prove to 
Congress and the American people that 
they are serious about making the 
changes necessary to ensure their long- 
term success before they seek further 
assistance from the taxpayer. As noted 
Harvard University economics pro- 
fessor Martin Feldstein wrote: ‘‘the 
goal of restructuring should not just be 
to require the companies to make cars 
that are fuel-efficient and more envi- 
ronmentally sound... although that 
can be included in the government’s 
list of requirements. The goal should 
be to put companies on a course that 
will allow them to survive for the long 
term, producing cars and creating 
jobs." I fully agree with Professor 
Feldstein. 

The auto industry executives, as well 
as many of my colleagues, have argued 
that bankruptcy is not an option. But 
given what we now know about their fi- 
nancial situation, why not? Shouldn’t 
we be considering every option possible 
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to allow these companies to restruc- 
ture their operations so they can keep 
people employed? Chapter 11 bank- 
ruptcy was created precisely for the 
situation in which these automakers 
find themselves—where creditors’ 
claims exceed a company’s assets. It 
may be the best option. The executives 
leading these companies have an obli- 
gation to their shareholders and em- 
ployees to weigh carefully that viable 
option. 

After all, filing for bankruptcy forces 
а company to make some very difficult 
choices and the automakers would be 
no exception. The automakers would be 
forced to renegotiate collective bar- 
gaining agreements to make them- 
selves more competitive, to eliminate 
some dealership networks and car mod- 
els that are underperforming, and to 
make other difficult cost cutting deci- 
sions regarding real estate, manage- 
ment compensation, personnel, and 
even office supplies. It seems these 
companies may only make these dif- 
ficult decisions if they file for bank- 
ruptcy. 

Additionally, bankruptcy would 
allow the cost cutting process to pro- 
ceed without any political interference 
from Congress or special interests. If 
Congress provides a bailout for these 
companies, there is no doubt that legis- 
lators will weigh in when the auto- 
makers attempt to renegotiate labor 
agreements, trim dealerships in a law- 
maker’s home State or eliminate a car 
model manufactured in a lawmaker’s 
district. Bankruptcy will allow these 
decisions to be made purely based on 
financial considerations and under the 
supervision of a bankruptcy judge. 
Many corporations have filed for bank- 
ruptcy and emerged better equipped to 
serve consumers and face their com- 
petitors. Bankruptcy is not an option 
that should just be written off. 

Now, I would like to mention some of 
my specific concerns about the pending 
proposal, negotiated by the Democrats 
and the White House. 

My first concern I have already dis- 
cussed, the fact that the taxpayers are 
asked to foot the bill upfront, almost 
as a first downpayment, without con- 
cessions or assurances of the industry’s 
future viability. 

Another troubling aspect of this bill 
rests with the so-called ‘Car Czar.” 
Will this individual have the authority 
to invalidate contracts legally entered 
into by these companies? What in this 
legislation would prevent lawsuits 
from being filed due to nullified con- 
tracts? What is to prevent the next 
President, or the one after that, from 
firing this car czar if he or she dis- 
agrees with what the car czar seeks to 
impose? And what in the bill gives the 
American people any assurances that 
the companies or the car czar won’t 
enter into other obligations that ulti- 
mately cost taxpayers even more 
money? 
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I fully agree that if we are to going 
to provide a single taxpayer dollar to 
this industry there must be very strict 
oversight in order to protect the 
public’s investment. Unfortunately, 
while this bill gives the President’s 
designee some oversight authority, it 
has no real teeth. The person appointed 
by the President would have no real 
authority to insist on the fundamental 
changes necessary to promote the cor- 
porations’ viability and protect the 
taxpayer’s investment. If we are going 
to hand over billions and billions of 
taxpayer dollars, we should at least 
consider requiring Senate confirmation 
of an individual with proven business 
leadership skills who will serve for a 
defined period of time. This would re- 
move the possibility of the designee 
falling victim to the political pressure 
often felt by those who serve at the 
pleasure of the President—allowing 
that person to make decisions based 
solely on the best interest of the tax- 
payer—not on political considerations. 

Another area of concern for me sur- 
rounds what seems to me a lack of re- 
ality on the part of the domestic auto 
manufacturers. More and more Ameri- 
cans want to purchase energy-saving 
vehicles. Yet the domestic auto indus- 
try seems to be fighting tooth and nail 
against that reality. And if it does not 
wake up immediately, nothing Con- 
gress can do will help the industry sur- 
vive. It needs to be competitive. It 
needs customers to buy its vehicles. 
And it won’t have many customers if it 
doesn’t take action to build vehicles 
with higher fuel efficiency standards 
that help our Nation end our crippling 
dependence on foreign oil. 

Finally, the bill includes provisions 
wholly unrelated to the issue at hand, 
such as language authorizing a pay 
raise for U.S. judges. Why in the world 
is it necessary to address this issue in 
this bill? Iam not questioning the mer- 
its of the provision—I am sure the 
overwhelming majority of our judges 
work very hard and deserve a raise— 
but such a provision has no business 
being addressed in this manner and at 
this time when so many are doing more 
with less. This authorization should be 
addressed in the proper way by the ap- 
propriate authorizing committee. 

If we allow this $14 billion to be doled 
out to the automakers with so few con- 
ditions and no concessions—who comes 
next? And how long before they return 
seeking billions more? A recent edi- 
torial in the Washington Post noted 
that: 
the impending collapse of General Motors 
presents Congress and the President with a 
choice between two domino effects, both po- 
tentially damaging to the U.S. economy if 
the federal government does not lend GM 
money and the company goes bankrupt, the 
repercussions will spread throughout the 
country by way of the network of suppliers, 
dealers and local businesses that depend on 
GM and the other car manufacturers for 
their livelihoods. This could destroy hun- 
dreds of thousands of jobs when the economy 
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can ill afford another shock. But if the fed- 
eral government, frightened by these possi- 
bilities, gives GM just what it wants, it will 
be setting a precedent for even more multi- 
billion-dollar bailouts—of automakers and of 
other troubled companies. The closure of 
DHL’s operation in Wilmington, Ohio, is 
costing 9,000 people their jobs; Circuit City's 
bankruptcy means about 7,800 layoffs. If De- 
troit and its relatively well-compensated 
workforce qualify for Federal aid, why not 
these firms and workers, too? 

We need to be very careful here lest 
we slide down the slippery slope of a 
taxpayer funded bailout for every ail- 
ing business in America—large or 
small. 

Let me be clear. I am very sympa- 
thetic to the plight of the auto indus- 
try. But the proposal before us seeks to 
hand over $14 billion to companies who 
have yet to tell the Congress and the 
American people—in any detail—how 
they plan to restructure their oper- 
ations and become viable in the long- 
term. Their gross inaction to date 
causes me great pause. And that is why 
I cannot support the measure before us. 

I am pleased to see that many are 
working hard to find an acceptable 
compromise. I am hopeful that we can 
reach a suitable agreement. 

Mr. KOHL. Mr. President, this is not 
a proud moment in America’s eco- 
nomic history. Our once proud auto- 
makers have come to Washington hat 
in hand asking for a loan with their fu- 
ture, and the future of their workers, 
at stake. In exchange for a Government 
loan they are willing to submit to in- 
trusive Government oversight, sur- 
render their executive perks, and give 
the American taxpayer a stake in any 
future profits. As a businessman I am 
stunned that it has come to this. 

However, I am voting for the Auto 
Industry Financing and Restructuring 
Act because I want to see the American 
auto industry succeed. Under this bill, 
$15 billion would be provided to GM, 
Ford and Chrysler in short-term loans 
that will be paid back with interest. To 
avoid bankruptcy and emerge as 
stronger businesses, this plan requires 
the big three to submit long-term re- 
structuring plans no later than March 
31, 2009. If they do not then they will 
have their loans revoked and be 
plunged into bankruptcy. Just like 
other industries that are forced to re- 
structure, the automakers and labor 
unions will need to make tough choices 
concerning benefits, wages and pen- 
sions to ensure their long-term viabil- 
ity. 

As a businessman, I am concerned 
about a Government appointed “саг 
стаг’ who would have oversight апа di- 
rect involvement over the operations of 
the automakers. I am worried that no 
matter how badly managed Detroit has 
been so far, a Government bureaucrat 
is unlikely to do a better job. I hope 
that whoever is found to take this dif- 
ficult job has the experience, drive, and 
business savvy to help turn around this 
struggling industry. 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


In the end I am supporting this bill 
because of the 46,000 well-paying jobs in 
Wisconsin that are tied to the auto in- 
dustry. With the jobs report last week 
stating that the economy lost 533,000 
jobs in November alone, we can’t afford 
to put more Americans out of work. 
The Government has already begun to 
help Wall Street, now it is time to help 
Main Street. Iam disappointed that we 
were not able to agree on a deal to- 
night. I am hopeful that a bipartisan 
solution can be reached before it is too 
late. 

Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, one of 
the most renowned former Members of 
this legislative body once said ‘‘Ask 
not what your country can do for you, 
but what you can do for your country." 
With bailout after bailout, asking what 
our country can do for failing compa- 
nies seems to be the norm. Today, it 
appears that our Government has be- 
come the backstop to financing private 
companies to hope for long-term viabil- 
ity. 

The biggest three U.S. automobile 
manufacturers, Chrysler, General Mo- 
tors, and Ford, are asking Congress to 
provide a loan in order for them to 
weather a recession and give them time 
to restructure. What we need to decide 
is not whether we will assist, but how 
we will assist the troubled auto indus- 
try. While I believe there are already 
some measures in place to assist the 
automakers, it would be beneficial to 
examine whether these measures are 
sufficient. If these measures are insuf- 
ficient, we should look to what can be 
done to change our system so that it 
benefits both the auto industry and the 
taxpayer. 

Most Americans are asking how the 
big three found themselves in this 
mess. The big three are victims of a fi- 
nancial perfect storm. Our failing econ- 
omy toppled an industry that was al- 
ready facing stiff foreign competition, 
mounting legacy costs, government 
mandates, and poor management deci- 
sions. 

The dramatic decline in automobile 
sales worldwide shows that the decline 
of the big three is not solely the result 
of poor management. All auto sales, 
both foreign and domestic, have de- 
clined significantly for 13 straight 
months. The sales rate last month was 
the worst in nearly 30 years, since Oc- 
tober 1982. In November, sales declined 
at rate of 36.7 percent from the same 
month a year ago. It was also the worst 
month on record for Asian automakers. 

Legacy costs primarily refer to a 
company’s obligations from pervious 
years, such as costs the big three pay 
for health care and pensions under de- 
fined-benefit plans for current employ- 
ees and retirees. Furthermore, the auto 
industry has been forced to pay union 
workers for shifts even when those 
workers are not working. It is esti- 
mated that the big three pay each 
hourly autoworker $70 an hour in 
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wages and current and future benefits. 
In October 2005, a Detroit News article 
illustrated this burden. 

“Кеп Pool is making good money. On 
weekdays, he shows up at 7 a.m. at 
Ford Motor Co.’s Michigan Truck 
Plant, signs in, and then starts work- 
ing—on a crossword puzzle. Pool hates 
the monotony, but the pay is good: 
more than $31 an hour, plus benefits." 
The article further explains that “Кеп 
Pool is one of more than 12,000 Amer- 
ican autoworkers who, instead of in- 
stalling windshields or bending sheet 
metal, spend their days counting the 
hours in a jobs bank set up by Detroit 
automakers and Delphi Corp. as part of 
an extraordinary job security agree- 
ment with the United Auto Workers 
union.”’ 

While the United Auto Workers have 
conceded to temporarily suspending 
the job bank and delaying payments to 
their retirement and health care funds 
for current and future employees, these 
costs have already burdened the auto 
industry. It might be too little too 
late. We need to enact measures that 
will ensure that the unions can no 
longer create unreasonable mandates 
on our auto industry. We need to en- 
sure that these burdens do not persist. 

To overcome these burdens, the big 
three say they were already in the 
process of restructuring. Chrysler has 
eliminated 1.2 million units of capacity 
and reduced fixed costs by $2.4 billion. 
It has increased its manufacturing pro- 
ductivity by 32 percent over the past 7 
years. General Motors has made sub- 
stantial progress in narrowing the gap 
with foreign competition in quality, 
productivity, and fuel efficiency. In 
other markets, such as China, Latin 
America and Russia, GM has grown 
rapidly and outperformed the competi- 
tion. Unfortunately, our failing econ- 
omy has prevented these companies 
from reaping the benefits of their re- 
structuring. 

The normal rules of a free market 
economy dictate that if a company 
runs out of money, then the company 
must close its doors. We have already 
changed these rules by providing bank- 
ruptcy protection. In ancient Greece, a 
banker conducted business trans- 
actions on à bench. When the banker 
could no longer lend or meet his obliga- 
tions, the banker would symbolically 
break his bench. A broken bench in 
Latin is referred to as ‘‘bankus 
ruptus’’, which is the origin for the 
word ‘‘bankruptcy.”’ 

It used to be that a person who be- 
came bankrupt and could no longer pay 
his debts was considered a criminal. In 
the United States, however, bank- 
ruptcy laws were established during 
harsh economic times when a mass 
amount of people could no longer pay 
their debts. Those who were willing to 
work toward repayment of debts would 
be allowed to cancel existing debts and 
be protected from creditors. In the 
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1980s, an escalating number of bank- 
ruptcies inundated our courts. A ‘‘pre- 
packaged bankruptcy" was developed 
to allow companies and creditors to 
submit prenegotiated bankruptcy peti- 
tions to ensure a timely and cost-effec- 
tive bankruptcy proceeding. 

It appears that the big three auto 
manufacturers have severely cracked 
their bench if not already broken it. 
And now they are asking us to change 
the rules of а free market economy and 
£0 beyond the benefits of existing 
bankruptcy protections. They believe 
that a chapter 11 bankruptcy would 
worsen consumer confidence, thereby 
dooming them from the beginning. 

I am fully aware of the impact our 
economy could face if the big three go 
bust. It will likely trigger catastrophic 
damage to the U.S. economy, precipi- 
tating failures among component and 
logistic suppliers, other domestic car 
manufacturers, raw material suppliers, 
technology and service providers, re- 
tailers and their suppliers. According 
to a study by the Center for Auto- 
motive Research, an estimated 3 mil- 
lion Americans could find themselves 
jobless within a year of an auto manu- 
facturer’s collapse. We would also lose 
enormous improvements through re- 
search and development of advanced 
propulsion investments in support of 
greatly improved fuel efficiency, emis- 
sions reductions, and energy independ- 
ence. It is essential that something 
must be done to halt this impact, but 
we need to do something carefully and 
something that will ensure the long- 
term viability of these companies. 

I truly believe that providing unre- 
stricted funding to the big three would 
only delay the inevitable. I believe 
that the only solution is to provide the 
resources to empower these companies 
to consolidate and restructure. The 
majority’s proposal provides temporary 
funding to allow employees, retirees, 
trade unions, creditors, suppliers, auto- 
mobile dealers, and shareholders to 
come up with a plan that would be re- 
viewed by a President-appointed des- 
ignee. 

Upon review, the designee, or ‘‘car 
стаг,’ would determine whether the 
plan guarantees a viable long-term re- 
structure, then the designee would rec- 
ommend further funding. This process 
provides funding now and worries 
about viability later. While I am not à 
proponent of excessive government 
intervention, I believe that if we are 
going to provide any funding to the big 
three that it be conditioned upon reor- 
ganizing. 

This is not an unprecedented event. 
The very same issue was being dis- 
cussed by the Senate in 1979 about 
whether we should provide financial as- 
Sistance to Chrysler. Nearly 30 years 
ago in December, I stood before this 
body and opposed providing loans to 
Chrysler. Back then, Chrysler faced 
tough foreign competition and harsh 
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economic times. The Chrysler Corpora- 
tion Loan Guarantee Act of 1979 pro- 
vided $1.5 billion in guaranteed loans to 
Chrysler. However, that legislation re- 
quired matching private funds. 

If that amount were adjusted for in- 
flation, it would equal more than $4 
billion today, which ironically is what 
Chrysler and General Motors says they 
need to survive until next year. It is 
also, ironically, the same amount that 
GM spent in 2007 on health care bene- 
fits for retirees and active workers. 

The bill passed in 1979 and Chrysler 
became profitable and paid back these 
loans 7 years early with $300 million in 
equity returns to the American tax- 
payers. So there is the possibility that 
a loan to the big three could become 
profitable for American taxpayers. But 
we should not throw caution to the 
wind. In the past 30 years, the Govern- 
ment has never provided a financial 
bailout to any company other than a 
financial institution besides the airline 
industry after 9/11 and Chrysler in 1979, 
both heavily unionized. 

We need to move away from becom- 
ing а government of nationalizing fail- 
ing companies toward а government 
that provides opportunities for success. 
We all agree that we want to see these 
companies prosper, but we disagree 
about how we believe this should be 
done. Under the majority proposal, we 
are essentially asking each and every 
American taxpayer to invest in the fu- 
ture of the big three without guaran- 
teeing that they will survive past 
March of next year. This is à risky bet. 
I believe that we can reduce the risk of 
that bet enormously by requiring the 
big three to reorganize. Simply put, 
the majority does not provide enough 
assurances that the auto industry is 
committed to reducing costs. Further- 
more, their proposal requires the auto 
manufactures to enter into a chapter 11 
bankruptcy if their plan of long term 
viability is determined not to be suffi- 
cient. We all know this is а farce, be- 
cause we all know that the next admin- 
istration will prevent the necessity of 
filing for chapter 11 bankruptcy by giv- 
ing them more money. 

My proposal calls for allowing the 
auto manufacturers and the trade 
unions the opportunity to show the 
American people that they are com- 
mitted to reducing costs before the 
Government gives them any loan. Spe- 
cifically, it would require that any 
bridge loan amount would be condi- 
tioned upon the amount of cost reduc- 
tion concessions agreed to by manage- 
ment and labor. In order to receive а 
temporary bridge loan, I believe that 
these groups need to hash out a suffi- 
cient plan to show that they can pay 
back any loan amount that we provide. 
The auto manufacturers have stated 
that time is of the essence and they 
need the money at the end of the year. 
If the auto manufacturers and unions 
are really committed toward reducing 
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costs, I believe that they can agree to 
а temporary plan by the end of the 
year. Time should not be an obstacle 
for Congress and the American people. 
In addition, I propose that if the auto 
industry's plan is deemed insufficient 
that they should be forced into a bind- 
ing arbitration to avoid the obstacles 
of chapter 11 bankruptoy. 

It is hard for me to believe that the 
majority is really serious about pro- 
viding a solid plan. Their leadership re- 
fuses to allow us to offer amendments 
and they have now added provisions 
aimed at providing relief to munici- 
palities, something irrelevant to the 
issue before us. 

Mr. President, we are entering the 
holiday season with our desire to assist 
the failing auto industry. While we all 
wanted to provide positive solutions, 
the most powerful deliberative body in 
the world is prohibited from delib- 
erating one of the most pressing issues 
of our time. It is unfortunate that we 
cannot proceed in а collaborative man- 
ner. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, as I 
have mentioned, GM, Ford, and Chrys- 
ler have a long and heralded history in 
our country and its national security. 

There are few in the Senate today old 
enough to remember Pearl Harbor and 
the commencement of our military op- 
erations that followed. As one of those, 
I was privileged to serve as a 17- to 18- 
year-old sailor in the last year of 
WWII. 

America was victorious in WWII be- 
cause of those in uniform and those at 
home supporting them—particularly 
the industrial manufacturing base. The 
factory floor went to war. 

At this time, I would like to have 
printed in the RECORD historical infor- 
mation outlining the contributions the 
auto manufacturers made to America's 
World War II war effort. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

General Motors: 

With America's entry into World War II, 
no company converted faster or more com- 
prehensively to wartime production than 
General Motors. It has been called the great- 
est industrial transformation in history, 
with more than 200 plants in North America 
shifting to production of airplanes, tanks, 
machine guns, and other military vehicles 
and goods in à matter of months. General 
Motors alone supplied the US forces with 
more than $12 billion in military goods (sev- 
eral hundreds of billions when converted to 
today's dollars), more than any other com- 
pany. 

Ford: 

Ford Motor Company's mass production 
know-how was one of the keys to the Allied 
victory. 

By August 1941, Ford was producing huge 
18-cylinder Pratt & Whitney aircraft engines. 
By summer 1942, Ford's Rouge Plant was 
building 805 aircraft engines а month, while 
Pratt & Whitney's plant was building only 
600 aircraft engines a month. In total, Ford 
built 58,000 aircraft engines during the war. 

Most notably, Ford produced the B-24 
*Liberator" bomber at its Willow Run plant. 
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With government support, Ford built the 
Willow Run plant on about 1,750 acres of 
former farmland near the village of Willow 
Run, between Detroit and Ann Arbor. All to- 
gether, Ford produced about 8,700 B-24s, 
nearly half of the total built for the US mili- 
tary during the war. 

Ford also played а role in the success of 
the US Army Air Force glider program. Ford 
was asked to build the gliders in March 1942 
and production began that December. Ford 
eventually produced 4,400 gliders during the 
war. 

In addition, the US Government asked 
Ford to adapt its aircraft engines to be used 
in medium tanks. 

After 18 months of research and develop- 
ment at Ford's expense, Ford set up a pro- 
duction line at the Lincoln plant in Detroit 
and began making the tank engine. Over the 
course of the war, Ford produced almost 
27,000 of these engines. 

The Army asked Ford to produce other 
tanks as well, specifically the M-4 Sherman 
tank. Ford built almost 1,700 Sherman tanks, 
including more than 1,000 M-10 tanks and al- 
most 13,000 armored cars. 

The Army decided it needed à small, all- 
terrain vehicle, and in 1940, Ford and Willys 
developed plans. Ford invested $4 million in 
the program and began producing the ‘‘Gen- 
eral Purpose," or *G.P.," soon to be called 
“jeep,” in 1941. There were 1,500 built by the 
Spring of that year, and more than 300,000 
jeeps were built for the military over the 
next four years. 

After all of the tallies were added, the 
most important thing that Ford contributed 
was the know-how and experience to quickly 
mass-produce the vehicles, aircraft, and 
equipment which were needed to win the 
most important war in the history of the 
world. 

Ford's precision in the machining of tools, 
and Ford's ingenuity in designing an assem- 
bly line and making it work—these were the 
biggest guns in Ford's arsenal of democracy. 

Chrysler: 

Chrysler's biggest contribution to the war 
effort was its production of the M-3 tank, 
the Martin B-26 bomber, and the 40-milli- 
meter anti-aircraft gun. By the end of the 
war, Chrysler had developed and produced 
Some 18,000 tanks and supplied the Allies 
with approximately 500,000 Dodge trucks and 
more than $3.4 bilion worth of military 
equipment. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, hope- 
fully, America and its Allies will never 
face conflicts that would necessitate 
the defense production of the foregoing 
magnitude. Further, the auto indus- 
trial base today, as it relates to defense 
Work, is vastly reduced. 

But this base is the foundation of to- 
day's auto industry, which could, once 
again, play a significant role in the de- 
fense of America. 

I would like to conclude with re- 
marks from my longtime friend and 
colleague, Gen. James L. Jones, who is 
destined to be the National Security 
Adviser to President-elect Barack 
Obama: 

The financial health of the domestic auto 
industry suppliers is critical to national se- 
curity. These suppliers possess unique capa- 
bilities to design and manufacture essential 
defense components should the United States 
need them. We can't allow this critical piece 
of America's manufacturing base to dis- 
appear. 
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Mr. ROBERTS. Mr. President, today, 
I wish to offer my 2 cents on the latest 
version of the Auto Industry Financing 
and Restructuring Act, or as most Kan- 
sans call it, the auto bailout. 

Ав is often the case, the national de- 
bate over this issue has become more 
about perception than reality. And, un- 
fortunately, this bill seems to take aim 
at the perception of the problem rather 
than the actual problem. 

If this body truly wanted to help auto 
manufacturers and their dealers and 
their suppliers, we would force not only 
the management of these companies to 
make tough choices but all involved, 
including their creditors and labor. 

And, Mr. President, we in Congress 
would need to make tougher decisions 
as well. 

Unfortunately, this bill offers the 
perception that concrete restructuring 
plans will be made for the companies to 
receive assistance, but reality is that 
this bill lacks the real teeth to enforce 
the type of restructuring that so many 
believe is necessary to put this indus- 
try back on its feet. 

If Congress were serious about turn- 
ing the auto industry onto a path of 
profitability and stability, we would 
also need to look at our own actions 
that contributed to their current pre- 
dicament. 

This was articulated quite well in a 
Wall Street Journal piece yesterday. In 
recent years, Ford, GM, and Chrysler 
made money supplying vehicles that 
consumers wanted, and in doing so 
made a profit for the companies. 

These vehicles were pickups and 
SUVs that met consumer needs. How- 
ever, we in Congress decided that man- 
ufacturers shouldn’t build many of 
these vehicles. We told the manufac- 
turers that they should build the 
smaller, less profitable, more fuel effi- 
cient cars that many Americans don’t 
want. 

If you come out to my home town of 
Dodge City, you won’t see many hy- 
brids or little two-door cars that get 30 
miles per gallon. No, you will see Ford 
F-1508, Dodge Rams, and Chevy 
Silverados because my constituents 
need pickups for their daily lives. 

It is pretty hard to check your field 
and feed your cattle in a Prius. 

But that is the direction the Federal 
Government has pushed these auto- 
makers and continues to do so in this 
bill. We have pushed them away from 
the vehicles that turned a profit and 
created a perception of an alternate 
consumer demand. 

Another section of this bill that 
takes aim at perception rather than re- 
ality targets business aviation. The 
perception this bill creates is that busi- 
ness aircraft are some sort of excess ex- 
penditure. Because of the inconsiderate 
actions of three auto executives, this 
bill wants to condemn the entire busi- 
ness aviation industry. 

Well, as a Senator from the State 
with more general aviation production 
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than anywhere else in the world, I can- 
not let that claim stand unchallenged. 

General aviation contributes more 
than $150 billion to the U.S. economy 
each year and employs over 1.2 million 
people right here in the U.S. 

Thirty-eight percent of the aircraft 
built here are exported, meaning the 
GA industry is one of the few remain- 
ing industries in the U.S. with a posi- 
tive trade balance. Yet this bill takes 
the policy position that business avia- 
tion is unnecessary. 

If the intent of this bill is to punish 
the big three auto companies, then 
let’s really go after them. Let’s pro- 
hibit them from flying first class. You 
tell me what is wrong with flying 
coach. That is how I fly. 

Or maybe we should just prohibit 
them from flying at all. 

But that is not what this bill wants 
to do. As I have said, this bill only 
takes aim at the perception of the 
problem. It completely neglects the 
fact that companies, large and small, 
use business aircraft as a way to save 
time and money. 

Furthermore, small towns across the 
country depend upon the revenue gen- 
erated by local airports serving busi- 
ness aircraft. 

The difficulties of the economy are 
not felt solely by the auto companies. 
Over the last 6 weeks or so, nearly 1,800 
aviation workers have been laid off in 
Wichita, KS, alone. These layoffs and a 
downturn in new orders affects their 
suppliers and parts manufacturers as 
well. 

If these 14 lines of text condemning 
business aviation become the new 
benchmark for future legislation, then 
the U.S. Congress will have put an 
American industry that leads the glob- 
al marketplace at unprecedented risk. 

I understand the situation our auto- 
motive industry is facing. I don’t want 
to see layoffs or dealerships close or 
suppliers to have to cut production. 
But the reality is, whether Congress 
passes this $14 billion bailout or not, 
these things will likely happen. 

The question we elected officials 
must answer is whether or not tax- 
payers will see a return on their invest- 
ment. 

Unfortunately, the bill before us 
today does not provide such assur- 
ances. 

I am hopeful that we can continue 
working towards a bill that provides 
the necessary reform to ensure sta- 
bility for the automakers and at the 
same time protects hard-working tax- 
payers. 

Mr. FEINGOLD. Mr. President, I will 
support this legislation to provide fi- 
nancing to the U.S. auto industry be- 
cause without this assistance millions 
of American jobs, and a fundamental 
part of our manufacturing base, will be 
jeopardized. In these difficult economic 
times, with unemployment increasing, 
we cannot afford to see these jobs dis- 
appear. 
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I understand that many people are 
upset about this rescue package. I, for 
one, am not happy to be running up 
still more charges on the taxpayers' 
tab. And I appreciate the arguments 
that have been made that the auto- 
makers' troubles are of their own mak- 
ing. Certainly some of their troubles 
are indeed of their own making, but 
not all of them. Some of the problems 
facing domestic automakers are the di- 
rect result of policies enacted or rati- 
fied in Washington. 

The collapse of the housing and cred- 
it markets clearly hit the credit-sen- 
sitive auto industry hard, and we know 
that those problems in particular were 
not of the auto industry's making. Far 
from it. They were the result of two 
decades of the reckless disassembly of 
а sound regulatory system, combined 
with some unscrupulous actions by 
many in the financial industry—a 
deadly combination that has now 
brought the entire economy to the 
brink of disaster including domestic 
auto producers. 

And at the same time Washington 
was repealing strong financial regula- 
tions, bipartisan majorities in Con- 
gress, led by Democratic and Repub- 
lican Presidents, were also advancing 
deeply flawed trade policies which have 
further disadvantaged the domestic 
auto industry. Currency manipulation 
by foreign competitors, too, has put 
our domestic firms, including the auto- 
makers, at an enormous competitive 
disadvantage. Combine that with the 
failure of our major trade agreements 
to establish reasonable standards for 
workers, public safety, and the envi- 
ronment, and the self-made problems 
of domestic auto producers are greatly 
magnified. 

I will not defend the mistakes made 
by auto executives, but a significant 
amount of blame lies with Federal pol- 
icymakers who blindly embraced phi- 
losophies of deregulation and trade 
that undermined protections for work- 
ing families, public safety, and the en- 
vironment. In fact, some of the same 
people opposed to any temporary help 
for the automakers now were the ones 
who helped dig the hole in which that 
industry now finds itself. 

More importantly, being angry at 
these companies’ past mistakes is no 
reason to permit the auto companies to 
go under at this time. To allow these 
companies to go into bankruptcy could 
prove to be a tremendous shock to our 
already weak economy and could end 
up costing the U.S. taxpayers even 
more in pension guarantees, unemploy- 
ment benefits, and other costs. 

And we are not just talking about the 
jobs of the autoworkers at the U.S. 
auto plants, although those jobs are 
important. We are also talking about 
the millions of jobs in related indus- 
tries including steelmakers, rubber 
companies, hundreds of other suppliers, 
parts manufacturers, car dealers, and 
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other industries that would be nega- 
tively impacted if the U.S. auto compa- 
nies went bankrupt. 

Workers around Wisconsin are al- 
ready struggling with the downturn in 
the auto industry and would be even 
harder hit if Congress fails to provide 
assistance to the auto industry. My 
hometown of Janesville, WI, is proud 
home to the oldest GM plant and for 
over 80 years, generations of Janesville 
men and women have built cars and 
trucks for GM. The Janesville GM as- 
sembly plant has been the core of the 
community and surrounding area for 
decades by providing its workers with 
family-supporting jobs and contrib- 
uting to the lifeblood of the commu- 
nity. Earlier this year, GM announced 
that it would cease production at the 
Janesville plant by the end of the year. 
Despite this unwelcome news, the 
State of Wisconsin and the local com- 
munity, including workers, business 
owners, union leadership, have all 
come together to propose a plan to en- 
courage GM to retool the plant to build 
a future product line. I am so proud 
that stakeholders in Janesville and in 
Wisconsin have come together to try to 
keep these jobs in Wisconsin and I will 
continue to do all I can, along with 
others in the Wisconsin congressional 
delegation, to support their efforts to 
keep an auto presence in Janesville. 

Janesville is not the only community 
in Wisconsin that is closely watching 
what we do in Congress this week. A 
Chrysler engine plant employs hun- 
dreds of people in Kenosha and various 
suppliers and related manufacturers do 
business in communities throughout 
southeastern and southwestern Wis- 
consin. I have also heard from auto 
dealers representing communities all 
across Wisconsin about the need to pro- 
vide assistance to the U.S. auto indus- 
try to help ensure that their businesses 
continue to provide jobs in these trou- 
bling times. I understand Americans 
want businesses to be held accountable 
for bad decisions they have made in the 
past, and I do not think the Federal 
Government should get in the business 
of bailing out every industry in need of 
help. But in this case, failure to pro- 
vide assistance to the auto industry 
could cause such a horrible shock to 
the American economy and commu- 
nities all across our country that we 
must take action. 

While I think the Federal Govern- 
ment needs to act, any rescue package 
should not be a blank check and this 
particular rescue package contains 
various provisions to help ensure that 
the auto companies are held account- 
able for the Federal financial assist- 
ance they receive. Unlike the Wall 
Street bailout that I voted against, 
this bill provides strict rules that the 
auto companies must follow in order 
for the companies to be eligible for 
Federal assistance. The companies 
must negotiate with their employees, 
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shareholders, creditors, and other par- 
ties to develop restructuring plans to 
show how these companies are going to 
reform themselves for the future, in- 
cluding improving their capacity to 
build the fuel-efficient vehicles that 
Americans are demanding. These re- 
structuring plans are due within the 
first few months of 2009 and if they are 
not approved by the Federal Govern- 
ment, the auto companies will not be 
able to receive additional Federal fund- 
ing and will have to repay the Federal 
assistance they have already received. 


I would have preferred this money to 
come from the $700 billion Wall Street 
bailout that Congress passed earlier 
this year. I am disappointed that the 
Bush administration refused to use its 
authority under the Troubled Assets 
Relief Program, TARP, to provide fi- 
nancial assistance to the auto compa- 
nies. Congress’s investigative arm, the 
Government Accountability Office, tes- 
tified before the Senate Banking Com- 
mittee last week that the Bush admin- 
istration currently has the authority 
under TARP to provide this assistance. 
Secretary Paulson could have acted 
weeks ago to provide such assistance to 
the auto industry, yet he continues to 
refuse to take those steps, and allocate 
what amounts to a small percentage of 
the Wall Street bailout to help mil- 
lions of working families in this coun- 
try. 

Because of the administration’s re- 
fusal to use its existing authority to 
help the auto industry, Congress has 
been forced to act. Unfortunately, we 
have also been forced by the adminis- 
tration to take money from the Sec- 
tion 136 Advanced Technology Vehicles 
Manufacturing Program that was cre- 
ated last year to provide Federal fund- 
ing to auto companies and manufactur- 
ers to help them as they develop more 
fuel-efficient vehicles and related tech- 
nology. This bill is far from perfect and 
one of my biggest concerns is that Con- 
gress has been compelled to raid the 
pot of money designed to help auto 
companies and parts manufacturers 
build more fuel-efficient cars in the fu- 
ture. Diverting the Section 186 money 
is going to further set back the work 
that the auto industry is doing to 
make their products greener and more 
marketable. 


Everyone, including the U.S. auto in- 
dustry, has acknowledged that U.S. 
auto companies need to start building 
more fuel-efficient vehicles. Further- 
more, all of the U.S. auto companies 
have applied for loans under Section 
186 and access to the Section 136 retool- 
ing funding is critical to their future 
success. Yet today we are taking this 
retooling money to pay for the short- 
term survival of these companies. This 
was a false choice and if the adminis- 
tration had been more willing to work 
with us on this issue, we could have 
done both. Instead, by taking from the 
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Section 136 program today we are en- 
gaging in extremely shortsighted pol- 
icymaking. I will work with my col- 
leagues to help ensure that funding for 
Section 136 is reinstated next year. 

I regret that we find ourselves in this 
position today. I thank Senators 
LEVIN, STABENOW, and DODD and their 
colleagues in the House of Representa- 
tives for putting together this legisla- 
tion in very difficult circumstances. 
This bill is not perfect, but given the 
need for prompt action, I will support 
it and I urge my colleagues to do the 
same. We must act in order to help pro- 
tect millions of American jobs from 
disappearing and to help prevent 
countless communities in Wisconsin 
and around the country from experi- 
encing even more economic hardships 
in the short term. As the new Congress 
gets under way shortly, I look forward 
to helping develop longer-term policies 
to assist American industry as it re- 
sponds to 21st century challenges so 
that it can continue to lead the world 
in innovation. 

I suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the order for the 
quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
TESTER). Without objection, it is so or- 
dered. 


eS 
AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY CRISIS 


Mr. REID. Mr. President, to all those 
within the sound of my voice, we have 
tried very hard to arrive at a point 
where we can legislate for the auto- 
mobile industry. People have worked 
very hard. I believe everyone is work- 
ing in good faith. I am terribly dis- 
appointed that we are not able to ar- 
rive at a conclusion, but I want to say 
in the most emphatic manner how 
much I appreciate Senator CHRIS DODD. 
He has worked going into months now. 
We had the housing crisis, we had the 
bailout of the financial industry, and 
now the automobile industry. This man 
has worked day and night for months. 
CHRIS DODD is one of America’s great 
legislators. He has been here a long 
time. He is a veteran of the House and 
the Senate, and so I admire his pa- 
tience and perseverance. 

His counterpart, Senator SHELBY, 
and I served together in the House, and 
he hasn’t been heavily involved in 
these negotiations, but I like RICHARD 
SHELBY very much. One thing about 
Senator SHELBY, you never have to 
guess where he stands on an issue. 

In the last several days—and maybe I 
will be criticized by some on my side, 
but I doubt that—I have been ex- 
tremely impressed with BOB CORKER of 
Tennessee. Now, we weren’t able, based 
on his good work, to arrive at some- 
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thing on which we could get enough 
Republicans to agree, but he did some 
wonderful work, and I think the work 
he did is going to pay dividends next 
year because even though this is a real 
loss—my personal feeling—for the 
country, that we are not going to be 
able to do something, I think the man- 
ner in which we have proceeded, led by 
Senator CORKER on the Republican 
side, has been extremely good. I repeat, 
I think it is going to work well next 
year. 

We have a lot of work to do. We have 
issues like this we will be dealing with 
next year, and I think we have come to 
a point in the legislative process in the 
Senate that we have to start working 
together and not have one side say yes 
and one side say no. So I hope my 
friends on the other side of the aisle 
also recognize what Senator CORKER 
has tried to do. 

I certainly have no problem with oth- 
ers who disagreed with the approach we 
have taken, with the White House. This 
is not our proposal. We have worked 
with President Bush. President Bush is 
President of the United States—and ev- 
eryone knows, you can read my book 
as to how I felt about the White House 
and what has happened—the White 
House has been extremely available. 
Josh Bolten and others in the White 
House have worked very hard with us 
to come up with an agreement, and we 
did, working with the House Banking 
Committee, the Senate Banking Com- 
mittee, as I have indicated, led by Sen- 
ator DODD. But we have not been able 
to get this over the finish line. 

So although we have worked and 
worked—and we could spend all night 
tonight, tomorrow, Saturday, and Sun- 
day—we are not going to get to the fin- 
ish line. That is just the way it is. 
There is too much difference between 
the two sides. All of us on this side of 
the aisle are in favor of the proposal 
that has been negotiated with the 
White House and the two banking com- 
mittees, but we are not going to be 
able to vote on that more than likely. 

The procedure now that we have in 
the Senate is that 1 hour after we come 
in tomorrow morning, we can vote on 
cloture. And what are we voting on? It 
is a bill that we took from the calendar 
to be an instrument—it is a tax instru- 
ment because a lot of what we are 
doing with this banking matter in- 
volves the Finance Committee—and we 
would take that and move to proceed 
on that—cloture on that—and then as 
soon as we got cloture on that, we 
would amend it with our proposal. 

As I have indicated, we know we 
don’t have 60 votes. There is no need to 
play around with that and cause undo 
hardship. So I have spoken to my 
friend, the distinguished Republican 
leader, and what we propose is that at 
about 10:30 or so tonight we will vote 
on cloture, just to show everybody 
where we are. Everybody should under- 
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stand when this vote is over tonight— 
and I don’t think we are going to get 60 
votes—it is over with. 

Mr. President, I dread looking at 
Wall Street tomorrow. It is not going 
to be a pleasant sight. Millions of 
Americans, not only the auto workers 
but people who sell cars, car dealer- 
ships, and people who work on cars, are 
going to be directly impacted and af- 
fected. 

As I mentioned earlier today, Christ- 
mas is approaching. This will be a very 
bad Christmas for a lot of people as a 
result of what takes place tonight. 

I want my colleagues to know that I 
have expressed my opinion as to what I 
think should happen. There are many 
people who have been involved in this 
on the other side of the aisle who in 
good faith disagree with what I said, 
and I accept that and appreciate that. 
But I think the time for talking is 
over. We should vote and move on to 
something else. 

I am happy to yield to my distin- 
guished colleague, Senator McCON- 
NELL. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
CASEY). The Republican leader is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, this 
has been a challenging exercise for ev- 
eryone involved on both sides. We all 
remember a couple of months ago we 
were called upon to rescue the Amer- 
ican financial system. At the end of the 
day, after a few fits and starts, 74 out 
of 99 Senators present thought it was a 
good idea to do that. It was a vote we 
all proudly cast from our individual 
seats and most of us supported it. It 
was a broad, bipartisan vote, supported 
by the two Presidential candidates as 
well. 

Now we have moved into a very 
tricky and challenging area, and that 
is sort of industry-by-industry rescue. 
We have had before us the whole ques- 
tion of the viability of the American 
automobile manufacturers. None of us 
wants to see them go down, but very 
few of us had anything to do with the 
dilemma they have created for them- 
selves. So the question was: Is there a 
way out? The administration nego- 
tiated in good faith with the Demo- 
cratic majority a proposal that was 
simply unacceptable to the vast major- 
ity of our side because we thought it, 
frankly, wouldn’t work. 

Into this breach stepped the junior 
Senator from Tennessee who, I must 
say, has made an extraordinary impact 
in a very small amount of time. I am 
hard pressed to think of another Mem- 
ber who has been here such a short pe- 
riod of time who has made such an im- 
pression on colleagues on both sides of 
the aisle by mastering an extraor- 
dinarily complicated subject and being 
able to explain it in a way that is un- 
derstandable. He has diligently pursued 
an agreement that could pass, that 
could enjoy broad support on both 
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sides. He has made great progress in 
that direction. 

The sticking point we are left with is 
the question of whether the UAW is 
willing to agree to a parity pay struc- 
ture with other manufacturers in this 
country by a date certain. I understand 
their reluctance to do that, and so far, 
in the discussions Senator CORKER and 
Senator DODD and others have had, 
they have not been willing to give a 
date specific by which parity could be 
achieved. It is upon that issue that we 
have reached an impasse for the mo- 
ment. 

At this stage I share the view of the 
majority leader that we should go 
ahead and have the vote on cloture to 
the measure he outlined. We can have 
it at 1 o’clock this morning or we could 
move it up and do it now. I will be 
happy, I say to my friend, the majority 
leader, to try to get the vote we could 
have at 1 o’clock at 10:30 or 10:40, if he 
wishes me to. I think that would prob- 
ably end the discussion, at least for 
today. We all know we will be involved 
in this discussion in the future, but 
that will probably end it for today. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, I ask unan- 
imous consent that the cloture vote on 
the motion to proceed to H.R. 7005 
occur at 10:40. I ask consent that Sen- 
ator DODD, who has spent so much time 
on this, be given 10 minutes. 

If there is anyone who wishes to re- 
spond to that, they would have 10 min- 
utes to do so. 

Mr. McCONNELL. I say to my friend, 
I have to reserve the right to object for 
the moment. I think I have one Mem- 
ber with whom I have to check to see 
if he can get this done in the next few 
moments. I can think of no reason this 
would not be a good idea, but for the 
moment, I am going to have to object. 

Mr. REID. So we don’t lose any time, 
let’s move to Senator DODD, and when 
you come back we will move forward. 

Thanks for everyone’s patience. 

Senator DODD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Connecticut is recognized. 

Mr. DODD. Mr. President, let me 
begin by thanking the distinguished 
majority leader and my colleagues. 
This has been a long ordeal. I know 
many of the conversations I have had 
over the last several days have been 
wondering when, if ever, we might 
come to a conclusion of what has been 
a lengthy process over the last 2 weeks 
now since this matter emerged. Prior 
to the Thanksgiving recess, the major- 
ity leader and others invited the auto- 
mobile industry to present plans by De- 
cember 2 to the Congress on how they 
might restructure their industry in a 
way that would allow us to step for- 
ward and try to preserve them and 
allow them to exist for a few more 
weeks while a broader plan could be de- 
vised that would allow them to pos- 
sibly survive. 

As my colleagues may know, over the 
last several weeks we have had а num- 
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ber of hearings on the matter. The Pre- 
siding Officer at this point is a member 
of my committee, along with others 
who have been very diligent in sitting 
through long hearings, on an average 
of 5 or 6 hours apiece, to listen to all of 
the various ideas. 

As the Republican leader pointed out, 
it is a very complex subject matter to 
be asking this institution, in a matter 
of days, to try to understand with all of 
the ramifications of it. Given the pre- 
carious nature of it, I think we all ap- 
preciate at this juncture that we are 
looking at least one, maybe two, of the 
three automobile manufacturers that 
have existed for almost a century in 
our country—at a time of great eco- 
nomic peril, when the confidence and 
optimism in our country is at risk—we 
run the risk over these days of watch- 
ing this industry disappear. The blow 
to the American conscience and con- 
fidence and capability is beyond eco- 
nomic terms, if that occurs. 

I pray this evening that will not hap- 
pen. No one can say with absolute cer- 
tainty it will. But we have been 
warned. We have been cautioned by 
those whose jobs it is to analyze this 
industry who have told us that could 
happen. 

Tonight we will go home for the holi- 
day recesses, but for the literally hun- 
dreds of thousands of people whose jobs 
depend upon this industry, this will not 
be a joyous season, wondering whether 
their jobs, their livelihoods, their 
homes, their children’s futures are at 
risk because we were incapable of com- 
ing up with an answer to provide a pe- 
riod of time here to allow intelligent, 
solid, good, hard-working people to put 
together a plan to save the American 
automobile industry. It is disheart- 
ening to me, to put it mildly, that we 
were unable to come to that agree- 
ment. 

Let me say very candidly, BOB 
CORKER is someone I have come to ap- 
preciate immensely. He is a member of 
my committee. We have worked very 
well together over this last year on 
many complicated issues, and I appre- 
ciate immensely his effort, as he did 
again this evening, to try to come to a 
conclusion where we could at least 
agree on something to move forward. 

There were three major issues my 
friend from Tennessee brought to me. I 
will not go into great detail in this 
limited time. I will wait until tomor- 
row, if time permits, to go into a 
longer discussion. Of the three issues, 
we agreed on two almost immediately. 
On the third, involving the parity with 
compensation of the domestic auto- 
mobile industry and those of the for- 
eign competitors doing business here, 
we could not come to closure. The issue 
simply came down to this. There was 
no debate, by the way, from the United 
Auto Workers or anyone else that we 
ought to achieve parity in those wages 
or benefits. The question was the tim- 
ing of it. 
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We are in a deep recession. People 
are being laid off. The Bank of America 
announced today 35,000 people will be 
laid off. Industry after industry is 
dropping its employees. The idea that 
you are going to have new hires replace 
the active employees in a time such as 
this is difficult, to put it mildly. So the 
notion somehow that within days or 
weeks after March 31 of this year that 
this would mandate—mandate parity 
between those wages of domestic com- 
panies and foreign companies was the 
stumbling block. 

The President of the United States, 
the other body, Democrats and Repub- 
licans as well as the autoworkers, the 
heads of these companies, came to- 
gether and for 8 days we negotiated an 
agreement. It was painful. It is not per- 
fect by a long shot. But it allowed us to 
get to next year to begin to work on 
this in a way that might make it pos- 
sible for this industry to survive. 

Tonight, regretfully, despite the ef- 
forts of the White House, people here, 
people in the other body obviously, 
workers as well as managers, we have 
stumbled this evening, unable to make 
this closure on this issue to allow us to 
go forward. 

I am deeply saddened, but more than 
saddened I am worried this evening of 
what we are doing with an iconic in- 
dustry. None of us here was going to 
write a check without conditionality. 
This bill I have drafted along with oth- 
ers is some 36 pages long and filled 
with conditions, establishing a czar— 
chosen by this President of the United 
States, not the coming one—to oversee 
this and say you must meet these obli- 
gations if you are going to survive. His 
determination will determine whether 
the industry can go forward. If the czar 
were to say you have not complied, 
bankruptcy would entail, chapter 11 
and, candidly, chapter 7. It would be 
nothing more than a liquidation of this 
industry. 

But we ought to try to avoid that. I 
thought most of us felt that was a bad 
outcome. I know my friend from Ten- 
nessee believes that, as I do. The out- 
come of that will cost the American 
taxpayers billions of dollars, by the 
way, and that is very well where we 
may end up this evening. I regret it 
deeply. I am saddened by it, worried 
about it, that in the midst of deep and 
troubling times we are now going to 
add to that substantially by walking 
away from an issue of whether we 
could agree that parity between these 
wages and benefits could be achieved 
without slamming it down in such a 
way as to make it difficult for us to 
achieve the result. 

Out of the three issues, we agreed on 
two and three-quarters but were unable 
to come to closure on this one which, 
frankly, in my view, was not an eco- 
nomic issue but a political one, be- 
cause we are not demanding this of 
dealers, of suppliers, of anyone else. 
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'The only group we have asked this of is 
the workforce. No one else in this bill 
is required on а date certain to meet 
any other obligations, only this one. 
Yet we fully understand economically 
how hard that could be, to demand that 
kind of accountability and not trust a 
czar or a leader working with the in- 
dustry and others to reach that agree- 
ment. 

To the majority leader I say thank 
you, and to your staff, the Banking 
Committee staff, my friend Вов 
CORKER, the Members of the House, Re- 
publicans and Democrats, to the White 
House, which has been tremendously 
helpful in these last few days on trying 
to put this together without all of us 
agreeing. Yet, despite all of that, this 
evening we will not get cloture. This 
will fail. We will go home. I am afraid 
our country is going to be in deeper 
trouble because of this issue. I regret 
that deeply. 

I thank the majority leader. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma- 
jority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. I ask unanimous consent 
the cloture vote vote on the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 7005 occur—Senator 
STABENOW wants the last 5 minutes be- 
fore the vote. 

Mr. McCONNELL. I say to my friend, 
at least 5 minutes for Senator CORKER. 

Mr. REID. Senator SHELBY, 5 min- 
utes? 

Mr. SHELBY. I would like 3 minutes. 

Mr. REID. Mr. President, Senator 
CORKER will be recognized for 5 min- 
utes, Senator SHELBY for 3 minutes. I 
said a lot of nice things about you so 
that is about the right length of time 
for the speech. The final 5 minutes will 
be Senator STABENOW. Then we will 
vote on H.R. 7005 as soon as their 
speeches are finished. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection? Without objection, it is so 
ordered. 

The Senator from Tennessee is recog- 
nized. 

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I want 
to express my deep gratitude to CHRIS 
DODD for all the work he has done over 
the last week, to Senator DURBIN who 
joined us in meetings, and to all the 
people who have been involved in try- 
ing to reach an agreement. 

I do want to say this is a highly tech- 
nical matter. It involved volunteer em- 
ployed benefit accounts, it involved 
bonds, it involved all kinds of discus- 
sions that were technical in nature. We 
had the United Auto Workers rep- 
resentative in the room. We had three 
companies in another room. We were 
talking to bondholders on the phone. 
We were certainly talking to our col- 
leagues. We are about three words, 
three words away from a deal. 

What my colleagues wish to see is a 
date certain when something is going 
to occur. We offered any date in the 
year 2009, any date. 
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Any day. Just when will we actually 
get there? I think what we have offered 
is incredibly reasonable. I think there 
is a way for us to get there. I still do. 
There are an awful lot of bright people 
in this room. This is an important 
issue. We have solved everything sub- 
stantially, and about three words keep 
us from reaching conclusion tonight. 

Again, we offered any date in 2009. 
We were not able to get a definitive 
day. And I think there is still a way to 
make this happen. By the way, I want 
to say, if this happens, this is so much 
better than what is before us on the 
floor. 

These companies are going to be able 
to go forward with only one-third of 
the debt level they now have—one- 
third. They are going to be able to pay 
half of their VIVA, $21 billion to GM, 
half of it in stock, so it is not cash. 
Those companies will be stronger than 
they have been in 40 years if we are 
able to reach this agreement or they 
will be in Chapter 11 because there are 
date-certain things that have to occur. 

This is a very responsible piece of 
legislation, and I think people on both 
sides have acted responsibly. But we 
are three words—maybe two, maybe 
four, somewhere in that range—away 
from having what I believe is a land- 
mark piece of legislation, landmark, 
historic, that would actually allow 
those companies to go ahead with 
strength they have not had in my life- 
time. I regret that, but I thank all of 
those who have been involved. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Alabama. 

Mr. SHELBY. Mr. President, I have a 
few minutes, but first I wish to com- 
mend my colleague and fellow member 
of the Banking Committee, Senator 
CORKER, for his work in this regard, 
trying to forge a compromise. 

Of course, I think most of you know 
where I stand on bailouts. I do not 
think they work. I do not believe this 
one would ever work. But these compa- 
nies could be saved. These companies 
could be saved. I have said I think they 
are bloated, the management is bloat- 
ed. These companies either have al- 
ready failed or are failing. That is a 
shame. These are not the General Mo- 
tors, Ford, and Chrysler I knew. But all 
of us in America will benefit by com- 
petition. 

I come from the South, where we 
have a growing automobile industry, 
but there are 300 million people in this 
country, the largest automobile mar- 
ket in the world. There is no reason for 
General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler not 
to be competitive, but they are not 
going to be competitive, folks, as long 
as they are operating under this busi- 
ness model. Whether they get money 
soon or next year or what, it is going 
to be probably a lot of money. 

But I want to tell the American peo- 
ple tonight, bailouts generally do not 
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work. And this is а huge proposed bail- 
out. I fear it is just the downpayment 
on more to come next year. So I would 
vote no on this tonight. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Michigan. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, first 
let me say that this is not a bailout 
this evening, this is a bridge loan of $14 
billion to stop us potentially, if one of 
the companies goes under, from over 
$150 billion in taxpayer funds that we 
will be spending, including assuming 
the taxpayers’ cost for 775,000 pensions 
in a bankruptcy that will go into the 
pension guarantee fund. So we are 
talking about a small bridge loan in a 
global credit crisis where every other 
country in the world has stepped up to 
help their auto industry because they 
understand it is critical to their na- 
tional defense, they understand it is 
critical to their economy, and they are 
trying to create the middle class we 
have had in America. In America, if 
this goes down tonight, we are saying 
we do not care about the backbone of 
the economy which has been and will 
continue to be manufacturing. Some- 
body has to make something in this 
country. We cannot all push paper on 
Wall Street. Somebody has to make 
something. 

The reality is, this is a tough bill. I 
wish to thank our leaders, Senator 
REID for his patience and diligence and 
leadership, and Senator DODD for his 
incredible patience, his staff being in- 
volved. It placed one more crisis on the 
doorstep of Senator DODD to have to 
deal with. I appreciate Senator CORKER 
stepping up to try to work this out and 
certainly Senator VOINOVICH and Sen- 
ator BOND. Senator LEVIN and I have 
worked closely with them. But the re- 
ality is this: If we walk away this 
evening and do not vote to proceed 
with this bill, we are saying it is okay 
for a major auto company in America 
to go bankrupt, for 2.5 million people 
in this economy to lose their jobs. Over 
what? We have a tough bill that cre- 
ates a restructuring mechanism where 
everybody comes to the table to re- 
structure. We give them until March 
31. If they are not moving in good 
faith, the $14 billion can be rescinded. 
If they do not have a viable plan by 
March 31, there is no more assistance. 

Unfortunately, what my Republican 
colleagues have said is that the only 
way we are going to do this, the only 
way we are going to do this, is the 
workers have to negotiate first with 
the Republican Party, with the Repub- 
licans. As long as the workers were 
willing to take all of the cuts the Re- 
publican Party thinks they should be- 
fore the negotiation, they would be 
willing to step up and save the back- 
bone of manufacturing in this country 
and 2.5 million jobs. 

We have tried everything. We have 
negotiated with the White House in 
good faith. I appreciate that. They 
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have kept their deal. We have nego- 
tiated with every party that wanted to 
come forward, including today, all day, 
focusing with Senator CORKER. But the 
reality is, we are in a position where 
evidently the only thing that matters 
to the majority of those on the other 
Side of the aisle is that workers get 
paid too much in this country—some- 
how, workers get paid too much in this 
country—and unless we sock it to the 
workers, they are not willing to allow 
а $14 billion bridge loan to be able to 
Save an industry and save an— 

Ms. MIKULSKI. Mr. President, can 
we have order? I would like us to at 
least give the courtesy of listening to 
the Senator since we are not going to 
give her the courtesy of the vote. 

Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
there are those who think they can 
play games with this and there are no 
consequences. This is not, tonight, 
about Democrats and Republicans. It is 
not about auto executives versus work- 
ers. This is about the economy of this 
country. We are in serious trouble, la- 
dies and gentlemen. If one of our auto 
companies goes down, we are going to 
pick up the paper and begin to see the 
suppliers of this country go down. And 
they supply not only the folks in my 
State, they supply Toyota, Nissan, and 
Honda. They supply the Army. The 
same folks who make the axles for the 
trucks that our brave men and women 
are driving in Iraq and Afghanistan 
today make the axles put on our trucks 
and our cars. 

The reality is, our national defense 
and our economy and the middle class 
of this country are hanging in the bal- 
ance by this vote. Shame on us if we 
walk away cavalierly thinking that we 
can do this another time. Now is the 
time. People are watching, not just in 
Michigan but all across the country, 
businesses large and small, families in 
their homes, retirees who have done 
nothing but work hard their whole 
lives and now want to know their pen- 
sions or their health care, as part of 
something they worked for all of their 
lives, is protected. This is about wheth- 
er we are going to make a commitment 
to the middle class and à commitment 
to American manufacturing. You can- 
not walk away from the American auto 
industry and not affect every part of 
manufacturing in this country. 

It is not too late. I know we assume 
the votes are not there, but the votes 
can be there. 'There are enough votes in 
this room. There are enough votes in 
this room to give them the chance, just 
the chance to restructure. And if folks 
do not believe in the end that what 
they have come up with, 3 months from 
now, is good enough, then that is it. 
But don't 2.5 million people and the 
major auto presence and manufac- 
turing in this country deserve 3 
months, 3 months of time to be able to 
restructure, for advanced manufac- 
turing in the future? If we do not do 
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that, we are going to change our de- 
pendence on foreign oil for a depend- 
ence on foreign automobiles. We will be 
asking other countries to send us their 
tanks, send us their automobiles, send 
us their trucks for our defense. That 
makes no sense. People of good will 
know better. 

I would ask my colleagues to join 
with us in voting for the future and the 
economy of this country. 


E Sa 


CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Morning 
business is closed. 


ALTERNATIVE MINIMUM TAX RE- 
LIEF ACT OF 2008—MOTION TO 
PROCEED 


CLOTURE MOTION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, the clerk will re- 
port the motion to invoke cloture. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 

CLOTURE MOTION 

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the 
Standing Rules of the Senate, hereby move 
to bring to à close debate on the motion to 
proceed to Calendar No. 1128, H.R. 7005, the 
Alternative Minimum Tax Relief Act. 

Harry Reid, Debbie Stabenow, Byron L. 
Dorgan, Robert P. Casey, Jr., E. Ben- 
jamin Nelson, Joseph Lieberman, 
Sherrod Brown, Claire McCaskill, Carl 
Levin, Daniel K. Akaka, Barbara A. 
Mikulski, Charles E. Schumer, Chris- 
topher J. Dodd, Patty Murray, John D. 
Rockefeller, IV, Richard Durbin, Frank 
R. Lautenberg. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan- 
imous consent, the mandatory quorum 
call is waived. 

The question, Is it the sense of the 
Senate that debate on the motion to 
proceed to H.R. 7005, an act to amend 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide alternative minimum tax relief 
for individuals for 2008, shall be 
brought to a close? 

The yeas and nays are mandatory 
under the rule. 

The clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk called 
the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the 
Senator from Delaware (Mr. BIDEN), 
the Senator from Massachusetts (Mr. 
KENNEDY), the Senator from Massachu- 
setts (Mr. KERRY), and the Senator 
from Oregon (Mr. WYDEN) are nec- 
essarily absent. 

I further announce that, if present 
and voting, the Senator from Massa- 
chusetts (Mr. KERRY) would vote 
“yea.” 

Mr. KYL. The following Senators are 
necessarily absent: the Senator from 
Tennessee (Mr. ALEXANDER), the Sen- 
ator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Sen- 
ator from Idaho (Mr. CRAIG), the Sen- 
ator from South Carolina (Mr. GRA- 
HAM), the Senator from Nebraska (Mr. 
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HAGEL), the Senator from Oregon (Mr. 
SMITH), the Senator from Alaska (Mr. 
STEVENS), and the Senator from New 
Hampshire (Mr. SUNUNU). 

Further, if present and voting, the 
Senator from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the 
Senator from Tennessee (Mr. ALEX- 
ANDER), and the Senator from South 
Carolina (Mr. GRAHAM), would have 
voted “по.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Ms. KLO- 
BUCHAR.) Are there any other Senators 
in the Chamber desiring to vote? 

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 52, 
nays 35, as follows: 

[Rollcall Vote No. 215 Leg.] 


YEAS—52 
Akaka Dorgan Murray 
Bayh Durbin Nelson (FL) 
Bingaman Feingold Nelson (NE) 
Bond Feinstein Pryor 
Boxer Harkin Reed 
Brown Inouye Rockefeller 
= Jonio Salazar 
yr obuchar а 
Cantwell Kohl Randers 
7 { Schumer 
Cardin Landrieu 
Snowe 
Carper Lautenberg Spect 
Casey Leahy pocuer 
Clinton Levin Stabenow 
Collins Lieberman Voinovich 
Conrad Lugar Warner 
Dodd McCaskill Webb 
Dole Menendez Whitehouse 
Domenici Mikulski 
NAYS—35 
Allard DeMint McCain 
Barrasso Ensign McConnell 
Baucus Enzi Murkowski 
Bennett Grassley Reid 
Bunning Gregg Roberts 
Burr | Hatch Sessions 
Chambliss Hutchison Shelby 
Coburn Inhofe Tester 
Cochran Isakson 
Thune 
Coleman Kyl Н 
A Vitter 
Corker Lincoln Wick 
Crapo Martinez таз 
NOT VOTING—12 
Alexander Graham Smith 
Biden Hagel Stevens 
Cornyn Kennedy Sununu 
Craig Kerry Wyden 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this 
vote, the yeas are 52, the nays are 35. 
Three-fifths of the Senators duly cho- 
sen and sworn not having voted in the 
affirmative, the motion is rejected. 

The majority leader is recognized. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, I enter 
a motion to reconsider the vote by 
which cloture was not invoked on the 
motion to proceed to H.R. 7005. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The mo- 
tion is entered. 

Mr. REID. Madam President, the 
night is late. Morning is fast approach- 
ing. I appreciate everyone’s coopera- 
tion. We are going to be in a series of 
pro forma sessions and likely we will 
be doing no more work until we come 
back after the reconvening of the new 
Congress. 

I appreciate everyone’s work over the 
past many hours. I have already given 
my remarks. I only say that I would 
hope the President, who has worked so 
well with us the past few weeks on this 
legislation, would now consider using 
TARP money to help the auto industry 
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and the workers of this country. Any 
conditions that were proposed by all 
Senators—Senator  CORKER, Senator 
DODD; anything they wanted to put in 
there, they could do anything they 
wanted. I would hope they would con- 
sider that and do it as early as tomor- 
row. 


EE 
MORNING BUSINESS 


Mr. REID. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
now proceed to a period of morning 
business, with Senators permitted to 
speak for up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Connecticut. 


EE 
THANKING STAFF 


Mr. DODD. Madam President, as 
Members are leaving, I would be remiss 
if I did not express my very deep and 
sincere gratitude to some remarkable 
people who, like all of us, have staff 
members who do incredible jobs who 
never get the recognition they deserve. 
They worked over these past 8 or 9 days 
literally until 2 and 3 and 4 in the 
morning—night after night after 
night—in an effort to put together a 
package here that would win the ap- 
proval of our colleagues. These re- 
markable young men and women have 
just served our country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Could 
people take their conversations outside 
the Chamber while the Senator from 
Connecticut thanks the staff. 

Mr. DODD. Madam President, I 
thank you. 

I want to begin by thanking the staff 
director of the Banking Committee, 
Shawn Maher. He is the father of a 
young ll-year-old boy, and I don't 
think he has probably seen Aidan much 
over the last number of months, let 
alone the last week or so, because he 
has dedicated himself to the work of 
this Chamber, this body. So I begin by 
thanking Shawn Maher. 

I also thank Aaron Klein, Amy 
Friend, Dean Shahinian, Neal Orringer, 
and Deborah Katz; from Senator REID’s 
Staff, Mark Wetjen; from Senator DUR- 
BIN’s staff, Brad McConnell; from Leg- 
islative Counsel, Laura Ayoud, who 
does à remarkable job for all of us. 

There are many others, but these are 
the ones who principally did the work 
night after night, day after day, non- 
stop through the weekends, to try to 
package here à proposal that would win 
our support. And I apologize to them. 
We were not able to do it. I feel badly 
myself that maybe their Members did 
not probably work as hard as maybe we 
Should have after all the effort they 
put in. But I want them to know, as we 
come into this holiday season, there 
are many people who in this country 
owe a great debt of gratitude to these 
people who worked so tirelessly on 
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their behalf but never get the credit 
and the recognition they deserve. 

So this evening I thank them im- 
mensely for what they have done, and 
we will be back another day to fight 
again, and my hope is to make a dif- 
ference for people in our country. But 
we all owe them a debt of gratitude, 
and I am particularly grateful to each 
and every one of them. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma- 
jority leader is recognized. 


Ыы 
THANKING MEMBERS AND STAFF 


Mr. REID. Madam President, I will be 
very quick. 

Madam President, I apologize that I 
did not say something à minute ago. 
We have had a difficult Congress. We 
have had the staff who are so valiant, 
So good, who always make us look as 
£ood as we can look. Sometimes that is 
not very good. However good we look, 
it is because of the great staff we have. 

We have been through 95 filibusters 
this Congress. We have had many seri- 
ous issues. Our country is in an eco- 
nomic meltdown. We had a series of 
important votes here. It seemed to 
never end. But always our staff is 
here—always. The Democratic staff on 
this side of the aisle, the Republican 
Staff on the other side of the aisle, they 
are all very professional; the Parlia- 
mentarians, these wonderful pages, the 
court reporters. And, of course, the 
Capitol Police, these people—some of 
whom are in uniform, some not—are 
here to protect us as well as all the 
Staff. 

So I want everyone to know, the four 
of you seated in front of the Presiding 
Officer, how much I appreciate the 
work you do. You are all very patient. 
You take abuse a lot of times that you 
Should not because a lot of times we 
are busy and forget that we also have 
to be nice to everyone. If I have of- 
fended any of you over the past couple 
years, it certainly was not intentional. 

I am so grateful that my Democratic 
colleagues allow me to serve in the ca- 
pacity I do, as amateurish as I am on 
occasion, but it is not because I am not 
trying. I have the greatest affection for 
every one of my Democratic Senators. 
They are always so good to me and 
work so hard. 

Ilook forward to the next year. We 
need a productive year. Our country is 
in big trouble. We have so many things 
happening to us, individuals, that it 
does not matter where you look in 
America today, there is very little 
good news economically. And what 
happened today is not going to help 
that. But I talked about that before. 

So I appreciate all that everyone 
does, including the Sergeant at Arms, 
the Secretary. They do such good 
work. We have all the committee 
chairs who work so hard, sub- 
committee chairs. I have been fighting 
for some words to express myself how 
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appreciative I am. I am not forth- 
coming of them, so I will say thank 
you all very much for what you do for 
us and, of course, the country. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from California is recognized. 


ee 


A BRIGHTER FUTURE 


Mrs. BOXER. Madam President, 
change is on the way, but it didn't get 
here tonight. The American people said 
they wanted change in the Senate, but 
it is not here yet. I think it was proven 
tonight by this vote. The American 
people will see who stands with the 
middle class of this country and who 
doesn't, who cares about working peo- 
ple and who doesn't by this vote to- 
night. Anyone could have picked а 
number of reasons for voting no to- 
night, but as far as I am concerned, 
with this economy in crisis, we should 
have voted yes. 

АП I wish to say is we are going 
through tough times and tomorrow 
things are going to be a whole lot 
tougher for à whole lot of people, un- 
less Henry Paulson does the right 
thing. I wish to say to my colleagues, 
Senator LEVIN and Senator STABE- 
Now—I know they are headed out, 
which is fine—that I am going to work 
as hard as I can to convince the Treas- 
ury Secretary to take action to save 
these 3 million jobs that could be on 
the line. 

People played Russian roulette with 
this recession tonight. We don’t know 
what is going to happen, but we do 
know that Hank Paulson can save 
these jobs. If he can save all those jobs 
in the white-collar industry, certainly 
he can save some jobs in the blue-col- 
lar industries. Everyone knows I have 
had problems with Detroit. I think the 
fact that they didn’t listen to those of 
us who felt they ought to produce clean 
cars and fuel-efficient cars, the fact 
that they didn’t listen to us led to, in 
many ways, the problems they face. To 
lose our manufacturing base, without 
even a helping hand to try and save it 
tonight, is shocking. 

So, in closing, I wish to say I have a 
heavy heart right now. I have 200,000 
workers in my State, second only to 
Detroit, who depend on a thriving auto 
industry. That is 200,000 families, 
frightened tonight, but I have a mes- 
sage for them: HELP is on the way. 
Change is on the way. Change is com- 
ing to this Chamber. We are going to 
have people who are here for the right 
reason—what I consider the right rea- 
son—which is fighting for the middle 
class, fighting to make sure we have a 
clean environment, a strong economy, 
educated kids, peace in the world, all 
those things. That is what the election 
was about. This is a lameduck Senate, 
and they acted like a lameduck Senate. 
It is too bad. But we did get a majority 
vote, so the message to Mr. Paulson is: 
Listen to that. More than 51 people 
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here voted to give a chance with a 
bridge loan, so I hope, Mr. Paulson, you 
are watching this, and I hope you will 
do it. Then, when we have our new 
President and our new Senate and our 
new House, we can get back to work. 

I see Senator DURBIN is on the floor 
and is about to speak. I wish to thank 
him, Senator DODD, and Senator REID, 
all those who worked so hard and those 
on the other side who tried—who actu- 
ally tried—to do something. So I yield 
the floor, with a heavy heart, but I 
know that the future is going to be 
much brighter, much better. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Illinois is recognized. 


Ee 


THE AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, just 
a few weeks ago on the floor of the 
Senate, we passed legislation to give 
$700 billion to this administration to 
try to rescue America from its eco- 
nomic crisis. That money was being 
spent by the Secretary of the Treasury, 
Mr. Paulson, whom I respect, and he 
made an effort to try to save a key ele- 
ment of our economy—the financial 
sector—investing literally billions of 
dollars and buying equity and capital- 
izing investment banks and other insti- 
tutions, including insurance compa- 
nies, in the hopes that it would turn 
this economy around. There is scant 
evidence of any success. 

Many questions have been raised 
about the wisdom and judgment of 
those investments, but the fact is lit- 
erally hundreds of billions of dollars 
have been spent by this administration 
in an effort to rescue many financial 
institutions which had made fatal er- 
rors in judgment. They brought to- 
gether rotten portfolios of bad invest- 
ments on mortgage securities based on 
this subprime mortgage fiasco which 
we are now paying a bitter price for. 

Tonight, we had an opportunity to 
loan money—a bridge loan—to one of 
the most important sectors in our 
economy: the automobile industry. 
Now, let me tell my colleagues at the 
outset, I buy American cars. I do it out 
of a sense of patriotic duty, and I find 
that most of those cars are good. But I 
expect more out of Detroit than I have 
seen in the past two decades. I have 
been disappointed—bitterly dis- 
appointed—by the positions the big 
three have taken on critical issues in- 
volving the environment, energy effi- 
ciency. They didn't seem to get it. 
When Toyota came out with its Prius, 
a hybrid car with great mileage, they 
were scoffed at by the leaders in De- 
troit. That is a car no Americans would 
want. Well, there is à waiting list now 
for those cars. When the price of gaso- 
line reached $4 and beyond a gallon, 
many people started asking hard ques- 
tions about the gas guzzlers Detroit 
put in the showrooms year after year. 
It seems Detroit was kind of caught in 
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this mindset that they could make a 
profit by building more of their suc- 
cessful cars from last year. It ran out. 
It reached a point where they can’t sell 
their cars, and they are struggling. I 
have some sympathy for them but not 
a lot when it comes to management. I 
think they have made some technical 
and strategic errors that they have 
paid a heavy price for. 

I recall about a year and a half ago 
when the CEOs of the big three were 
just off this Senate floor in an office. 
We had а private meeting with about 
five or six Senators. They said: Do you 
have any questions? I said: I do. I said: 
Ibuy American cars. I have bought all 
your cars—GMs, Fords, Chryslers—I 
have owned them all, and I am pretty 
loyal to your companies. But I have à 
question to ask of you: Have any of you 
ever heard of the magazine Consumer 
Reports? There was this awkward si- 
lence in the room. Finally, а few of 
them said yes. I said: I read it, and I 
have been wondering for 20 years why 
the Japanese continue to build cars 
that are more reliable and more valu- 
able at trade-in than American cars. 
How can that possibly be the case, in à 
country with the best engineering 
Schools in the world and in а country 
that founded the automobile industry? 
How do you explain it, I asked. They 
paused, and the man from Chrysler 
said: I think we are getting better. 
Well, that is a pretty weak answer. 
They could have done better. 

What broke down our effort this 
evening in trying to provide some sort 
of interim financing to the automobile 
companies so they will not go into 
bankruptcy—what broke down was a 
negotiation over one issue, and here is 
what it was, simply stated: There are 
those who believe automobile workers 
are paid too much money and get too 
many benefits such as health care. 
They think if those compensation 
packages were reduced, American cars 
would be more competitive against, for 
instance, Nissans or Toyota or Honda, 
even made in the United States. Well, 
they insisted in our negotiations that 
the wages of American autoworkers, 
all 130,000 of them, be brought down to 
the level of the workers at these for- 
eign car companies in the United 
States by the end of March next year. 
A little over 3 months from now, they 
wanted a substantial reduction in sala- 
ries for these workers. 

Now, United Auto Workers, which 
represents most of them, has already 
reached an agreement that as workers 
are bought out and retired, newer 
workers will come in at a lower wage 
scale. So, eventually, their workforce 
will have a lower wage but it will not 
work to the disadvantage of current 
workers. That is the plan. The Repub- 
lican side of the aisle rejected that and 
said: You have to bring down their 
wages now. Think about that, in this 
economy. Think about that at a time 
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when most American families are 
struggling—struggling to pay utility 
bills and for gasoline when it goes up 
high and all the other costs of living 
we face. The Republican answer was: 
Bring down those autoworkers’ salaries 
and do it in a little over 90 days. I 
thought that was unfair. 

Alan Reuther was in the room when 
we talked about it. He represents the 
United Auto Workers. He, of course, 
comes from the historic lineage of Wal- 
ter Reuther, who helped found the 
United Auto Workers, and he explained 
what this would mean to so many of 
those families who count on those 
wages to put kids through college, to 
make sure they can get by and pay 
medical bills and things that are im- 
portant to them, but we didn't have 
much luck in persuading those on the 
other side of the table. 

There was an exception. Senator 
CORKER of Tennessee—a Republican 
who did a magnificent job today—spent 
5 hours that I was with him in negotia- 
tions doing his best to try to find a so- 
lution. He worked at it, and I admire 
him for it. In the end, he took his best 
work product to the Republican caucus 
and it was rejected. We came to the 
floor tonight and unfortunately saw 
the last remaining opportunity to help 
the auto industry die in a procedural 
vote that occurred a few minutes ago. 
It is going to be hard for a lot of people 
who voted against helping the auto- 
mobile companies with a $14 billion 
loan to avoid losing 2.5 million Amer- 
ican jobs to explain how just a few 
weeks ago they voted for $700 billion to 
bail out the biggest banks in America. 
They shed copious tears for Wall Street 
but couldn't bring themselves to 
empathize or be concerned enough to 
help the autoworkers and give them a 
vote today. I think that is unfortunate. 
It is beyond that. It is tragic. If the ad- 
ministration doesn’t respond, through 
the Secretary of the Treasury and oth- 
ers, to help this industry, we may see 
some terrible days ahead when some of 
the biggest names in American busi- 
ness—some of the biggest employers in 
the American economy—are forced into 
bankruptcy. It will be a sad day. 

I don’t know if this rescue package 
would have worked. I am not sure. I 
don’t know if it would have been 
enough, or whether it would have 
failed, but I thought we owed our best 
efforts to try to save an industry that 
means so much to America in so many 
States, whether it is Michigan or Indi- 
ana or Ohio or Illinois, thousands of 
workers, in Missouri, 55,000 workers; so 
many workers depend on this industry. 
We had a chance to do something for 
them tonight and we failed. We failed 
because we couldn’t bring over enough 
votes from the other side of the aisle to 
come to the magic number of 60. 

Tomorrow is another day. If the 
automobile companies can hang on 
until a new administration arrives, 
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then perhaps we can find another way 
to help, à sensible way to give this in- 
dustry a fighting chance. I hope they 
will use that time to think about the 
products for America's future, products 
that will be profitable but serve the 
needs of families and businesses and in- 
dividuals, products that will protect 
our environment, save energy, move us 
in the right direction in technology. I 
know they can do it. Facing the chal- 
lenge, I believe they will. Those man- 
agers and people who are the scientists 
and engineers at each of these compa- 
nies can count on those men and 
women out there on the plant floor 
who have stood by them year after 
weary year doing their part to build 
the cars to try to keep their companies 
in business. We stood by those men and 
women tonight, those of us who voted 
to move forward. I am sorry we didn't 
come through. 

I wish to especially thank my col- 
league, Senator DODD, who worked so 
hard. I wish to also thank Senator 
CORKER, as I mentioned earlier, and 
many others who played an important 
role. I wish to say, as I have said to 
them personally, how sorry I am to 
Senators LEVIN and STABENOW. That 
great State of Michigan has taken 
quite à beating when it comes to its 
economy, and tonight was not good 
news, but tomorrow is another day. 

I yield the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen- 
ator from Pennsylvania is recognized. 

Mr. SPECTER. Madam President, I 
have sought recognition to comment 
on the cloture vote and to give my rea- 
sons for voting in support of cloture. 
Before I do, however, I wish to com- 
ment about where the responsibility 
lies for failure to invoke cloture to 
move this bill forward, and my hope 
that we would avoid fingerpointing and 
trying to assess blame, each on the 
other side, as has become the pattern 
in this body during the course of the 
last 2 years of the 110th Congress and 
beyond. 

The Senator from Illinois said there 
were not sufficient votes on the Repub- 
lican side of the aisle. Well, there were 
sufficient votes on the Republican side 
of the aisle, had they been joined with 
sufficient votes on the Democratic side 
of the aisle. There were 10 Republican 
Senators who voted to invoke cloture: 
Senator BOND, Senator BROWNBACK, 
Senator COLLINS, Senator LUGAR, Sen- 
ator VOINOVICH, Senator WARNER, Sen- 
ator DOLE, Senator DOMENICI, Senator 
SNOWE, and myself. 

There are 51 Senators on the other 
side of the aisle. Had those 51 Sen- 
ators—or 50 of them joined with the 10 
Republican Senators, cloture would 
have been invoked. But it would be my 
hope that we would leave this evening 
without partisan blame and still seek 
some way to get the kind of economic 
assistance that would enable the Big 
Three to continue to operate. 
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The issue that we face has enormous 
potential adverse economic con- 
sequences. I will read from a portion of 
а statement I had prepared in a little 
different direction, but this portion of 
the statement I had prepared specifies 
the scope of the economic problem, 
which is potentially present if the 
three big automobile manufacturers do 
not stay in business. 

A failure of the automakers could 
have a cataclysmic impact on the 
broader economy. The Big Three em- 
ploy 240,000 workers directly and, more 
broadly, the U.S. auto industry rep- 
resents almost 4 percent of the gross 
domestic product and impacts 1 out of 
every 10 U.S. jobs in some form, di- 
rectly or indirectly. These jobs are at 
part suppliers, dealerships, banks, and 
many other lines. 

According to the Center for Auto- 
motive Research, 3 million jobs would 
be lost if the Big Three were to fail. 
They estimated that the Government 
could stand to lose up to $156 billion 
over 3 years in terms of reductions in 
Social Security receipts, personal in- 
come taxes paid, and an increase in 
transfer payments. 

According to the Anderson Economic 
Group, if at least two of the three were 
to file for bankruptcy, it would cost 
the taxpayers up to four times the 
amount of the proposed bridge loans in 
the form of lost income and tax rev- 
enue resulting from the massive em- 
ployment losses. They estimate that 
more than 1.8 million auto-related jobs 
would be lost in the first year, and 
there would be nearly $70 billion less in 
Federal and State tax revenue over a 2- 
year period. Credit and related markets 
would be further disrupted, more U.S. 
manufacturing would move overseas, 
and foreign automakers would gain an 
even greater advantage. 

According to the Economic Policy In- 
stitute, a bankruptcy of one or more of 
the Big Three would result in losses of 
up to 3.8 million jobs. The U.S. trade 
deficit could rise by at least $110 billion 
per year as imported vehicles displace 
domestic brands, increasing the trade 
deficit by 16 percent and putting addi- 
tional downward pressure on the U.S. 
dollar and living standards. An in- 
crease in Government payments and 
tax losses alone would exceed $150 bil- 
lion in the first 3 years following bank- 
ruptcy. 

Irecite that in some detail to articu- 
late the scope of the potential dev- 
astating impact if the three major auto 
manufacturers in the United States are 
unsuccessful. In voting to invoke clo- 
ture, I think it should be understood 
that I was not voting in favor of the 
House bill. I think the House bill need- 
ed vast improvement. But had we 
taken up the bill that would have 
given us an opportunity to offer 
amendments, to debate, and to func- 
tion as the world's greatest delibera- 
tive body. The House bill, in my judg- 
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ment, didn’t give sufficient authority 
to the so-called car czar. The House bill 
added to it, beyond what was agreed to 
by the Democrats in the Senate and 
the White House, a provision which 
would have terminated the litigation 
brought by the automotive industry 
against the State of California on the 
issue of toxic emissions. 

I do not know who would have pre- 
vailed in that suit, but I think there 
ought not to be congressional action to 
get off that litigation. That is a matter 
for the courts. Under our well-estab- 
lished doctrine of separation of powers, 
that should have been in the bill. At 
any rate, had the Senate taken up the 
bill, which is what the cloture motion 
meant—people may be watching on C- 
SPAN 2 and don’t understand all of the 
arcane Senate talk, but a cloture mo- 
tion is a motion to cut off debate on a 
motion to proceed. It simply means 
that the Senate will proceed to con- 
sider the issue as formulated in the 
House bill, as formulated in the vehicle 
laid down by the majority leader, and 
then the Senate has the opportunity to 
offer amendments and to debate. 

We have been in session, as the dis- 
tinguished Presiding Officer knows, 
since 3 o’clock on Monday. We were 
here a good part of Monday, all day 
Tuesday, all day Wednesday, and it is 
now 11:36 p.m. eastern time on Thurs- 
day. The first time we came to the 
floor to have a discussion on this mat- 
ter was a short time ago. The delibera- 
tions were carried on behind closed 
doors. Well, deliberations ought to be 
carried on behind closed doors to try to 
work through and find compromises 
and have free-wheeling discussion. But 
it would be appropriate, it seems to 
me, for the Senate to come to the floor 
and talk about what has been decided. 
The discussion started on the Senate 
floor a little after 9 o’clock and came 
to a conclusion a little more than an 
hour later. At 10:45, we had the motion 
to invoke cloture—that is, to cut off 
debate. 

We pride ourselves in the Senate as 
being the world’s greatest deliberative 
body. Well, why not deliberate—delib- 
erate in public? There is nobody in the 
galleries at the present time, but why 
not deliberate in public? We are now 
carried on C-SPAN 2, on television 
across the country, and across the 
world perhaps. So people can see what 
we are doing, and they can see what 
the considerations are. 

The Senator from Illinois made a 
statement that it was required under 
the proposal of the Republicans to have 
the concessions made on wages within 
a little more than 90 days in March. 
The Senator from Tennessee, who has 
been applauded in this body for the 
outstanding work he has done, said any 
time during the year 2009. Well, had the 
two Senators been on the floor and 
been discussing the matter, perhaps we 
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would know exactly what went on be- 
hind those closed doors, what the ar- 
rangement was. 

I compliment my colleagues for the 
hard work that went into the efforts to 
try to reach a compromise. They did 
work hard. But it seems to me that we 
all ought to be working harder. We 
have more time. As the Senator from 
Tennessee outlined the situation, we 
were very close, as he put it, with three 
words separating the parties. Perhaps 
if we debated the issue, somebody 
would have changed a position a little. 
Senator CORKER was correct that there 
didn’t need to be a very big change. 
Also, when you make the arguments in 
public, you are under a little more 
scrutiny than making them in a back 
room behind closed doors where very 
few people can hear what you are say- 
ing, a few people can evaluate what 
you are saying, and there is little room 
for criticism, as opposed to making it 
on the floor of the Senate where every- 
body can see and hear what you are 
doing and you have to stand behind 
what you are doing. Or perhaps the par- 
ties who could not come to an agree- 
ment by tomorrow morning overnight 
would change their positions. 

It seems to me that there would be 
nothing to be lost by invoking cloture 
and by debating the matter further and 
by seeing if we can’t come to some 
compromise and some adjustment. 
There is simply too much involved as 
the facts that I have cited earlier in 
this brief statement reflect on the po- 
tential economic destruction and 
losses. 

I concur with the Senator from Illi- 
nois about the hardship on the workers 
and the loss of salary and the loss of 
opportunity to support their families 
and pay tuition and monthly payments 
on the mortgage, et cetera, et cetera. 
No doubt about that. It is my view that 
we have a duty to go beyond the clo- 
ture vote and to take up the matter. I 
have not given up hope that something 
may yet be done. The President had 
backed—and I think still would—the 
bill that was submitted for consider- 
ation—the House bill—absent the issue 
with respect to the litigation, and per- 
haps there will be a way yet to find 
these bridge loans. Certainly, the 
amount of money involved, while not 
unsubstantial, is not enormous com- 
pared to the other bailouts that have 
occurred, compared to the total 
amount which the Congress author- 
ized—the $700 billion figure. In sup- 
porting the legislation which Senators 
LEVIN, STABENOW, BOND, VOINOVICH, 
BROWN, and I had proposed back on No- 
vember 20, that was an effort to try to 
have some deliberation. I was not com- 
mitted to that bill. 

I am certainly not committed to any 
of the proposals that have yet been of- 
fered. But it would have been my hope 
that in the course of the debate and 
discussion, and an opportunity by oth- 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


ers and myself to offer amendments, 
that we could have worked the will of 
the Senate to find our way through to 
move ahead on a short-term basis, a 
plan could be constructed that was re- 
alistically calculated to succeed. 

I am not in favor of throwing good 
money after bad. I believe philosophi- 
cally as a matter of public policy that 
the Government ought not to pick win- 
ners and losers. That ought to be the 
decision of the market. The Govern- 
ment ought to intervene on economic 
aid or bailout only where the con- 
sequences are potentially so disastrous 
that they would deviate from that 
principle. 

As we conclude this situation, I 
think this Senate could have done con- 
siderably better. I know many of us 
will continue to work with the admin- 
istration and with the parties involved. 

I convened on December 2 a meeting 
in Philadelphia with high-ranking ex- 
ecutives from Ford, Chrysler, General 
Motors, and labor leaders in Pennsyl- 
vania, the United Auto Workers, the 
AFL-CIO statewide, and the Philadel- 
phia Labor Council; and auto dealers 
and suppliers and economists and 
bankers came together to describe the 
scope of the problem. 

We had a meeting in the Lehigh Val- 
ley to grapple with the issue. Cer- 
tainly, the impact on my State as a 
microcosm reflects the tremendous po- 
tential impact on the Nation as a 
whole. So we need to continue to work 
to do our best to find some answer ad- 
ministratively to avoid the potential 
disastrous consequences which I have 
enumerated. 

I yield the floor. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I sa- 
lute my colleague from Pennsylvania 
for joining us in voting for cloture. He 
was 1 of 10 Republicans who did this 
evening. They were Senators BOND, 
BROWNBACK, COLLINS, DOLE, DOMENICI, 
LUGAR, SNOWE, SPECTER, VOINOVICH, 
and WARNER. The motion required 60 
votes. It had 53. It was seven votes 
short. The Senator from Pennsylvania 
took exception to my characterization 
earlier that the Republicans could have 
done more and helped us pass that. I 
want the RECORD to reflect that on the 
final vote, before Senator REID changed 
his vote for procedural reasons, 43 of 
the 46 Democrats voted in favor of the 
motion. Ten Republicans voted in 
favor. 

It is clear we could have had more, 
certainly, but it would not have been 
enough to make up the seven-vote def- 
icit. When less than a third of the Re- 
publicans voted in favor of it, it is pret- 
ty clear that most of those on the 
other side of the aisle did not support 
that motion, despite the heroic vote by 
the Senator from Pennsylvania. 

Í e 

(At the request of Mr. REID, the fol- 
lowing statement was ordered to be 
printed in the RECORD.) 
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VOTE EXPLANATION 


e Mr. KERRY. Madam President, I am 
necessarily absent for the cloture vote 
today on the AMT bill which is the ve- 
hicle for the auto stabilization legisla- 
tion. If I were able to attend today's 
session, I would have supported cloture 
on the bill.e 


EE 


U.S. TRADE AND MANUFACTURING 
POLICY 


Mr. REID. Madam President, my 
good friend Senator Ernest Hollings 
contacted me and asked if I could have 
printed in the RECORD a statement he 
has written about U.S. trade and manu- 
facturing policy. It is my pleasure to 
do so. 

Senator Hollings was a longtime 
chair of the Senate Commerce Com- 
mittee and a champion of American 
manufacturing. His statement contains 
some insightful and provocative 
thoughts of his and I encourage all of 
my colleagues to read it. 

Madam President. I ask unanimous 
ocnsent to have printed in the RECORD 
Senator Hollings’ statement. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

ECONOMISTS AND FREE TRADE 


(By former Senator Ernest F. Hollings (D- 
SC) 


The trouble with the economy is too often 
the economists who advise, oversee and, in 
some cases, even manipulate it. 

'This is the crowd that advised on and over- 
ly embraced sub-prime mortgages, deriva- 
tives and credit default swaps. The crowd 
that advised on deregulating the financial 
industry. And the crowd that, after over 
stimulating the economy for the past eight 
years to the tune of $5 trillion of deficit 
Spending, is now calling for, you guessed it, 
even more financial stimulus! 

According to the Congressional Budget Of- 
fice, last year's deficit or financial stimulus 
was $1.035 trillion. And as the economists try 
to decide on the amount of stimulus suffi- 
cient to jolt our clearly broken economy, we 
have already spent $691 [12/5/08] billion on ad- 
ditional financial stimulus just since Octo- 
ber 1st—and it is not working. 

То really prime the pump of the economy, 
it should be “‘billions for immediate infra- 
Structure—and not much more for financial 
Stimulus." 

The need now is to create jobs and to stop 
increasing the interest costs on the federal 
debt, costs that already exceeds $500 billion а 
year—$500 billion which we should be spend- 
ing on universal health care and not on eco- 
nomie steroids. More of the wrong kind of 
stimulus will only serve to stimulate more 
production in China, at the expense of more 
jobs being lost here at home. 

Of course, the economists for the global fi- 
nancial institutions and the big multi- 
national corporations know this, but because 
their loyalties are more to their institutions 
and less to our nation, they continue their 
calls for ever more ‘‘free trade" and for con- 
tinuing U.S. trade and current account defi- 
cits. 

The irony is that economists learn in their 
very first class in school that it was а trade 
war which brought us our initial freedom as 
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а country, and that semi-protectionism later 
helped build the United States. England 
started a ‘‘trade war" with the Colonies by 
adopting the Navigation Act of 1651 that re- 
quired all trade be carried in British vessels. 
Manufacturing was forbidden in the Colo- 
nies, even the printing of the Bible, and then 
the Townsend Acts drafted by Adam Smith 
placed heavy import duties on à wide range 
of items. All of this precipitated the Boston 
Tea Party that started the Revolution. 

While we obtained our freedom in 1776, it 
wasn't until 1787 that we empowered Con- 
gress, in Article I, Section 8, of the Constitu- 
tion, to regulate commerce, both domestic 
and foreign. President George Washington's 
first message to the first Congress in 1789 
warned that, “А free people should promote 
manufactories to render them independent of 
essential, particularly military, supplies." 
Thereafter, the United States was financed 
and built for 100 years with semi-protec- 
tionism, and we didn't even pass the income 
tax until 1918. At the advent of the Trans- 
continental Railroad, it was suggested that 
the needed steel be obtained from England— 
but President Abraham Lincoln strongly ob- 
jected and required the steel to be produced 
in the United States. And Edmund Morris, 
describes how the U.S. won the trade war 
with England in his remarkable book ‘‘Theo- 
dore Rex" about President Teddy Roosevelt. 
President Roosevelt exclaimed at the time, 
“Thank God I am not a free trader." 

Under the new phenomenon called 
“globalization”, the so-called ‘‘comparative 
advantage" which underpinned the early 
centuries is no longer God-given or deter- 
mined by the weather, as was the case, two 
centuries ago, with David Ricardo's English 
woolens and Portuguese wine. Now commer- 
cial success is largely created, or not, by 
government policies, and the United States 
government refuses to compete for such suc- 
cess, even though, as The Economist maga- 
zine reported recently, Business these days 
is all about competing with everyone from 
everywhere for everything." 

Right after World War II, Japan started its 
trade war by competing in international 
trade for market share rather than profit. 
Japan closed its domestic market and sold 
its exports at cost, making up the profit in 
its closed market. It subsidized production 
and targeted certain items in trade—first 
textiles, then electronics, machine tools, ro- 
bots and, finally, automobiles. As а con- 
sequence, Toyota is today #1 as General Mo- 
tors, Chrysler and Ford struggle just to sur- 
vive. 

China's post-WWII trade war began when it 
closed its domestic market to articles do- 
mestically produced, but opened it to foreign 
production in exchange for research and 
technology. General Motors, Intel and Micro- 
soft, among others, have established major 
research facilities in China, and the U.S. is 
now running well more than a $1 billion per 
month trade deficit with China in just ad- 
vanced technology products. China has accu- 
mulated dollar reserves in excess of $1.3 tril- 
lion, and it is now far and away the world’s 
superpower in trade. 

These behaviors by Japan, China, India and 
others are manifest in almost all of Amer- 
ica’s imports, but they are most manifest in 
automobiles, where the focus and the con- 
sequences are crystal clear. 

The United States Congress looks at the 
BMW plant in South Carolina, my home 
State, and the Nissan plant in Mississippi as 
examples of relative success and wonders 
what’s the matter with Detroit? 

Yet BMW received a tax deferral benefit of 
$100 million to locate in South Carolina and 
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Nissan received over $300 million to locate in 
Mississippi. And all Detroit got—Ford, GM 
and Chrysler alike—was tax incentives to 
leave the United States and offshore its jobs 
and production. 

The supervisory personnel from Germany 
and Japan who run BMW’s and Nissan’s 
plants have health care and retirement bene- 
fits paid for by Germany and Japan. Detroit 
has to pay for the health care and retirement 
benefits of its supervisory personnel. 

BMW and Nissan have deductible health 
care for its employees. Detroit has to pay 
full health costs on its employees. 

BMW and Nissan hire forty-five year olds 
and under in order to minimize health costs. 
Detroit has a lot of senior people and legacy 
costs. 

The major parts that BMW and Nissan use 
to assemble cars in the United States are 
produced 19% cheaper in Germany and 5% 
cheaper in Japan because BMW’s and Nis- 
san’s VAT taxes are rebated when parts are 
shipped for assembly in the United States. 
Detroit pays all local, state and federal taxes 
on its parts. 

Nissan, with a largely closed domestic 
market, does not have to make a profit, and 
thus located in the United States for market 
share. Detroit needs to make profits. 

BMW and Nissan high-ball the costs of 
their imported parts so as to minimize prof- 
its and taxes to the United States. Detroit 
has to pay taxes on its profits. 

And now, no surprise, the U.S. has a net 
deficit of $10 billion a month in foreign car 
imports, or more than $1 trillion in the last 
eight years, all because of highly and in 
some cases illegally subsidized competition 
with Detroit. 

And yet some influential economists still 
call this ‘‘free trade". 

Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
charged Ford, General Motors and Chrysler 
“to get their act together [and] to come up 
with something." But Detroit can’t do it 
alone. The new President and Congress must 
come up with something at the same time 
for Detroit to recover long-range. Using his 
authority to protect our national security, 
President John F. Kennedy instituted his 
Seven-point policy of protection for textiles 
in 1961. Under Section 201 of the Trade Act, 
President Ronald Reagan threatened quotas 
on automobile imports in order to get Vol- 
untary Restraint Agreements from Japan. 
So clearly the authority is there for Presi- 
dent-elect Obama and Congress to impose 
quotas on imported cars so that Detroit can 
recover long-term long-range. 

Of course, it is not just jobs and production 
we are offshoring, but also research and de- 
velopment, high-end services and critical 
military materials. 

Thus, Congress must also vigorously 
(re)assume its responsibility under Article I, 
Section 8, of the Constitution for regulating 
trade in general. It must protect our impor- 
tant production and standard of living. And 
it must make it profitable to invest and 
produce in the United States. 

A value added tax is in order, and long 
overdue in fact. Every industrialized country 
except the United States has a value added 
tax, which is levied on all imports and re- 
bated to manufacturers whenever they ex- 
port. Today, however, imports into the 
United States come without any taxes being 
imposed on them, and U.S. manufacturers 
not only must pay all corporate taxes but 
the VAT on their exports. 

A U.S. VAT would immediately remove a 
tremendous disadvantage to production in 
the United States and begin to deter out- 
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sourcing, and the revenues from it would 
help eliminate both our massive fiscal and 
trade deficits. Since it would take a year for 
business and the Internal Revenue Service to 
gear up for a VAT, in the meantime, we 
should institute a 10% surcharge on imports 
as President Nixon did so successfully in 
1971. 

We must also activate the Commerce Sec- 
retary’s list of materials critical to our na- 
tional security. By placing tariffs or quotas 
on items necessary to our national security 
and producing them in-country, we will not 
only be better prepared to defend ourselves 
but we can put American workers back to 
work. In 1991, Admiral William Crowe, who 
was then Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff, warned against the outsourcing of 
military supplies. In Desert Storm we had to 
await Japanese flat-panel displays before in- 
vading Kuwait. We had to await Swiss crys- 
tals before invading Iraq. Now we can’t 
produce planes unless we get certain parts 
from India, and helicopters unless we get 
parts from Turkey. This nonsense has got to 
stop. 

Of course for years economists have told us 
not to worry about the loss of manufacturing 
jobs, because the United States would simply 
and easily become a high-end service econ- 
omy. But as Robyn Meredith writes in her 
wonderful book ‘Тһе Elephant and the Drag- 
оп”: ‘‘As China has famously become the fac- 
tory to the world, India is becoming the 
world’s back office ... As many as 300,000 
American jobs each year will move overseas 
[to India] for the next thirty years—nine 
million jobs in all." 

So then the economists told us to ‘‘edu- 
cate." But if they are referring to skills, 
South Carolina instituted a skilled training 
program forty-seven years ago, and BMW in 
Spartanburg, S.C. is now producing a better 
quality car than BMW produces in Munich, 
Germany. And South Carolina's technical 
training program is now being mimicked by 
Intel in Ireland. But no State and not the 
United States can educate their way out of 
unfair competition. 

Then there was NAFTA. I voted for 
NAFTA with Canada because Canada has a 
free market. A country must have a free 
market to have free trade. Mexico doesn’t 
have a free market. I counseled the trade 
policy of the European Union. The EU re- 
quires that, before being admitted to the Eu- 
ropean Union, à country must have devel- 
oped the entities of à free market like prop- 
erty rights, labor rights, а minimum wage, 
anti-trust provisions, an independent judici- 
ary, etc. Countries of the European Union 
taxed themselves $5 billion for five years to 
develop а free market in Greece and Por- 
tugal before admitting them to the EU. Mex- 
ico still doesn't have labor rights. U.S. cor- 
porations are known to sign up for a union 
before locating in Mexico, but only pro 
forma—no business agent at the Mexican fa- 
cility, and the Mexican workers never hear 
of having a union. Under Mexican law, if one 
tries to organize а plant that already has a 
union, you're fired. On a visit to Tijuana I 
met with 12 workers who were fired because 
they tried to organize а union not knowing 
the plant had one. NAFTA superimposed 
U.S. subsidized corn on two million small 
scale Mexican corn farmers putting them out 
of business. The Mexican farmers headed for 
the border for work. NAFTA not only exacer- 
bated immigration, but the United States 
lost jobs and Mexico's workers are paid less 
today than before NAF'TA. We still ought to 
try the European Union approach in Mexico. 
With the money we spend on fences, Border 
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Patrol, immigration, prosecutors, courts, 
jails, deportation, etc., a mini Marshall Plan 
for Mexico could clean up the corruption and 
drug problem and develop a free market in 
Mexico. This will help solve our immigration 
problem. 

As a last stand, the economists raise the 
specter of Smoot-Hawley. The late Senator 
John Heinz of Pennsylvania ‘‘belled that buz- 
zard”, passing a protectionist trade bill in 
the United States Senate twenty years ago. 
Smoot-Hawley restricting imports did not 
cause the depression. It was enacted eight 
months after the crash. At the time, 1930, 
international trade amounted to only 1.3% of 
our economy. Cordell Hull had us back with 
a plus balance of trade in 1983 with his fa- 
mous reciprocal free trade policy. The econo- 
mists' free trade policy (without reciprocity) 
has caused a hemorrhaging of American jobs, 
production, research, technology, invest- 
ment and development to China and India. 

Henry Ford not only developed mass pro- 
duction of automobiles, but he also greatly 
contributed to the development of the mid- 
dle class in America, which is the strength of 
our democracy. Ford doubled the minimum 
wage and provided health care and retire- 
ment benefits for labor. He strengthened 
communities with the Ford Foundation, and 
business was diligent to keep America's 
economy strong. And we in Congress got in 
the habit of following business's lead on the 
economy, adopting Corporate America's sug- 
gestions for production, marketing and com- 
petition. 

But in globalization, Corporate America's 
leadership for trade and a strong economy 
has been ‘‘outsourced.’’ The industrial icon, 
Jack Welch, once announced at GE's annual 
meeting that GE suppliers had to move to 
Mexico to produce a less-costly product or no 
longer be considered à GE supplier. 

Well, I worked with Corporate America to 
protect America's investment and produc- 
tion. 

When I was in the Senate, I worked with 
Corporate America to keep our textile indus- 
try strong by passing a protectionist trade 
bill in 1968. President Lyndon Johnson, how- 
ever, had Wilbur Mills, the powerful Chair- 
man of the House Ways & Means Committee, 
block the measure. Again with the assist- 
ance of Corporate America, I helped pass 
four protectionist trade bills through both 
Houses of Congress only to see each of them 
vetoed—one by President Jimmy Carter, two 
by President Ronald Reagan, and one by 
President George H. W. Bush. 

Presidents back then were anxious that 
capitalism defeat communism in the Cold 
War and weren't worried about our economy. 
Denied protection by Democratic and Repub- 
lican administrations, Corporate America 
began outsourcing and offshoring. Now Cor- 
porate America opposes our government 
competing in globalization with chants of 
“free trade," **protectionism," ‘don’t start а 
trade war." Now, our nation's business lead- 
ers and their economists, use every trick in 
the book to mislead on ‘‘protectionism.”’ 
They form organizations like The Trilateral 
Commission and The Business Roundtable, 
they promote books like ‘‘The World is Flat" 
to warn against protectionism, and even the 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce is more inter- 
ested in commerce on Main Street, Shanghai 
than on Main Street, Spartanburg. The truth 
is globalization has become nothing more 
than a trade war, with the U.S. AWOL. And 
all the while, some major economists oppose 
any measure to protect our domestic produc- 
tion and economy, and they have become a 
“fifth column" in the trade war. 
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As Sir James Goldsmith testified before 
the Committee of Commerce in the United 
States Senate in 1994: “It must surely be a 
mistake to adopt an economic policy which 
makes you rich if you eliminate your na- 
tional workforce and transfer your produc- 
tion abroad, and which bankrupts you if you 
continue to employ your own people.”’ 

But sadly, that’s our policy today. Only 
the President and Congress can change it! 

As President Lincoln said: ‘‘As our case is 
new, we must think anew and act anew. We 
must disenthrall ourselves [from free trade 
economists] and then we shall save our coun- 
try.” 


EE 


WILLIAM WILBERFORCE TRAF- 
FICKING VICTIMS PROTECTION 
REAUTHORIZATION ACT 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, yes- 
terday, on the 60th anniversary of the 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the Senate and House passed an 
important and comprehensive human 
rights bill: the William Wilberforce 
Trafficking Victims Protection Reau- 
thorization Act of 2008. I was a cospon- 
sor of this bill in the Senate and cele- 
brate its passage. I commend the lead- 
ership of Senators BIDEN and BROWN- 
BACK, Representatives HOWARD BERMAN 
and CHRIS SMITH, and their staffs, for 
working with Federal agencies and 
service providers to craft a consensus, 
bipartisan bill that will enhance our 
national and global fight against the 
scourge of human trafficking. The 
TVPRA will strengthen the Federal 
Government’s ability to prosecute traf- 
fickers, protect trafficking victims, 
and prevent future crimes. 

It is impossible to discuss Congress’s 
efforts to address the issue of human 
trafficking without acknowledging the 
invaluable contributions made by the 
late Paul Wellstone and the late Tom 
Lantos. Senator Wellstone was the 
moral conscience of the Senate, and he 
was the driving force behind the initial 
antitrafficking legislation passed by 
Congress in 2000 and signed into law by 
President Clinton. 

Representative Lantos, who intro- 
duced the first version of the TVPRA 
in 2007, passed away earlier this year 
after nearly three decades of distin- 
guished service in the House of Rep- 
resentatives. He was the only Holo- 
caust survivor ever to serve in Con- 
gress, and this experience as a victim 
of the 20th century’s gravest human 
rights atrocity made him one of the 
leading voices in our time on human 
rights. 

Passage of the TVPRA is a tribute to 
the leadership and legacies of Senator 
Wellstone and Representative Lantos. 

I am pleased that the authors of the 
TVPRA included two of my human 
rights initiatives from the 110th Con- 
gress. First, the TVPRA contains a law 
enforcement initiative I introduced 
with Senator COBURN called the Traf- 
ficking in Persons Accountability Act, 
which will allow Federal prosecutors to 
investigate and prosecute traffickers 
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found in the United States even if their 
trafficking crimes were committed 
abroad. This initiative, which I dis- 
cussed in more detail in a CONGRES- 
SIONAL RECORD statement on October 1, 
2008, makes an important statement 
about this nation’s intolerance for 
human rights abuses wherever they 
occur. 

The Justice Department's Civil 
Rights Division, working with other 
DOJ components and with U.S. attor- 
ney’s offices around the country, 
brought a record number of trafficking 
prosecutions in fiscal year 2008, and the 
TVPRA provides the Justice Depart- 
ment with additional tools—including 
the Trafficking in Persons Account- 
ability Act—to continue its vigorous 
fight against human trafficking. 

The TVPRA also includes another 
human rights initiative of mine—the 
Child Soldier Prevention Act—to deter 
the use of children as soldiers in armed 
conflicts around the world. Each day, 
up to 250,000 children are exploited in 
state-run armies, paramilitaries, and 
guerilla groups around the world. 
These child soldiers serve as combat- 
ants, porters, human mine detectors, 
and sex slaves. Their health and lives 
are endangered and their childhoods 
are sacrificed. The lasting effects of 
war and abuse may also remain with 
them long after the shooting stops. 

The Child Soldier Prevention Act, 
which I introduced with Senator 
BROWNBACK in 2007, is designed to en- 
courage governments to disarm, de- 
mobilize, and rehabilitate child sol- 
diers that are being used and abused in 
government forces and government- 
supported militias. Using the State De- 
partment’s Country Reports on Human 
Rights as a barometer, this bill limits 
the provision of U.S. International 
Military Education and Training, For- 
eign Military Financing, and other de- 
fense-related assistance in our foreign 
operations programs for countries that 
use child soldiers. Countries that are 
identified in a Human Rights Report as 
recruiting or using child soldiers in 
government armed forces or govern- 
ment-supported paramilitaries or mili- 
tias in violation of international stand- 
ards would lose their eligibility for 
substantial U.S. assistance. 

Ishmael Beah made a compelling case 
for the urgent need for this legislation 
in his testimony last year before my 
Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Human Rights and the Law, and in his 
firsthand account of his years as a 
child soldier in Sierra Leone in his 
book “А Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a 
Boy Soldier." In his testimony before 
my subcommittee, Mr. Beah said: 

As I speak to you, there are thousands of 
children from ages 8 to 17—in Burma, Sri 
Lanka, Congo, Uganda, Ivory Coast, Colom- 
bia, just to name a few places—that are 
being forced to fight and lose their child- 
hoods and their families. They are maimed 
and lose their humanity, and these are the 
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fortunate ones. Those who are less fortunate 
are killed in the senseless wars of adults. 

There are credible reports that chil- 
dren are again being recruited to fight 
in the Democratic Republic of Congo, a 
country that has suffered a recent hor- 
rific surge in violence after years of 
being ravaged by war, and a country 
that receives U.S. military assistance. 
The United Nations Children’s Fund re- 
ports that the forced recruitment of 
children as soldiers in Congo is wide- 
spread and on the rise. Since the most 
recent outbreak of violence in August, 
more than 250,000 people have been dis- 
placed. According to the U.N., children 
who flee their homes are often sepa- 
rated from their families, and therefore 
left unprotected and vulnerable to war- 
ring parties that force them into their 
armies. 

The use of child soldiers directly con- 
travenes U.S. policy and the Optional 
Protocol to the Convention on the 
Rights of the Child on the Involvement 
of Children in Armed Conflict, which 
the United States ratified in 2002. The 
United States has a moral obligation 
to avoid funding armed forces that use 
child soldiers. I am proud that with the 
passage of the TVPRA, we have taken 
an important step to try to stop this 
abhorrent practice. 

Finally, I want to highlight an im- 
portant provision in the TVPRA that 
will crack down on foreign diplomats 
in the United States who abuse their 
domestic employees. At a Human 
Rights and the Law Subcommittee 
hearing I chaired in 2007 regarding 
human trafficking, we heard testimony 
from a distinguished human rights law- 
yer, Martina Vandenberg, who rep- 
resents several trafficking victims in 
lawsuits against their traffickers. Due 
to the doctrine of diplomatic immu- 
nity, a legal principle that exempts 
certain government officials from the 
jurisdiction of U.S. courts, Ms. Vanden- 
berg indicated that such lawsuits are 
routinely dismissed. 

A July 2008 GAO report, which Sen- 
ator COBURN and I requested, revealed 
that there have been 42 documented al- 
legations in the United States of un- 
lawful abuse, exploitation, or human 
trafficking by foreign diplomats with 
immunity since 2000, and that the Jus- 
tice Department has opened 19 criminal 
investigations of foreign diplomats in 
the past three years alone. These are 
not isolated incidents. 

The TVPRA requires the Secretary of 
State to suspend the issuance of A-3 
and G-5 visas—used for the hiring of 
non-U.S. citizens as domestic work- 
ers—with respect to foreign diplomats 
employed by а country or international 
organization that has a record of toler- 
ating the abuse or exploitation of do- 
mestic workers. The act also prevents 
such visas from being issued or re- 
newed unless the domestic worker 
meets personally with a U.S. consular 
official outside the presence of the em- 
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ployer to go over their employment 
rights and protections. And the act 
contains a robust reporting require- 
ment that will help keep Congress in- 
formed about future incidents of abuse 
of А-З and G-5 visa holders, as well as 
about options to ensure that victims 
receive appropriate compensation if 
their rights are violated but they are 
prevented from seeking a remedy in 
court due to the assertion of diplo- 
matic immunity. 

Human trafficking is à form of mod- 
ern-day slavery. President-elect 
Barack Obama has called it “а 
debasement of our common humanity." 
With the passage of the TVPRA—the 
fourth major antitrafficking bill passed 
by Congress in the past 8 years—Con- 
gress has once again exercised its 
moral leadership on one of the most ur- 
gent human rights challenges of our 
time. 


EE 


ANNOUNCING CHRISTOPHER 
JAMES DUFFIELD 


Mr. KYL. Madam President, I rise 
today to announce to the Senate the 
arrival of another Duffield in this 
world. Christopher James Duffield was 
born to his parents, Steven and Cara, 
on the third day of November. Chris- 
topher’s father Steven served as the ex- 
ecutive director of the Platform Com- 
mittee at this year’s Republican Con- 
vention in Minneapolis. Prior to that, 
Steven served as a senior policy advi- 
sor and chief counsel to me at the Re- 
publican Policy Committee and the 
Senate Republican Conference. Chris- 
topher’s mother, Cara, is a partner at 
the law firm of Wiley Rein. 

Christopher joins us at what is a tu- 
multuous and difficult time for both 
the Nation and the Republican Party. 
On November 4, we Republicans fared 
poorly in Federal elections, losing the 
Presidency and deepening our deficit in 
the House and Senate. The new major- 
ity promises to cure the Nation’s eco- 
nomic ills with a Keynesian spending 
spree of the type that worked so bril- 
liantly in the 1930s, and pledges that it 
will reduce taxes for 95 percent of 
Americans, while only increasing them 
for some other guy. Many fear that the 
coming years will put the test to Alex- 
is de Tocqueville’s warning that ‘‘the 
American Republic will endure, until 
politicians realize they can bribe the 
people with their own money.”’ 

Meanwhile, since September of this 
year, the United States has experi- 
enced a severe financial crisis, precip- 
itated by the collapse of banks that 
have been overwhelmed by the weight 
of unsound mortgages that they ac- 
quired. Many established and storied fi- 
nancial institutions have disappeared 
in bankruptcies and mergers during the 
last few months. As lending has tight- 
ened, unemployment has increased, and 
the Nation appears to be headed into a 
deep recession. And on November 26, as 
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if to remind us that the other problems 
confronting our nation have not re- 
ceded, a group of Islamic terrorists at- 
tacked innocent civilians in the Indian 
city of Bombay, killing 171 people. 
Those attacks reminded many of us of 
the evil that this Nation faced on Sep- 
tember 11, 2001, and of the long war 
that still lies ahead of us. 

And yet—and yet, things are not so 
bad. The United States is about to 
complete another peaceful democratic 
transition, and has just elected its first 
African-American President, giving 
hope to many that the Nation will yet 
overcome its racial divisions. The cur- 
rent credit crisis is not unlike ones 
that we have survived in the past, and 
our understanding of the financial sys- 
tem and how to fix it certainly is much 
deeper than it was in 1929. And, had 
you asked Americans 7 years ago, very 
few then would have dared to guess 
that the United States would not suffer 
any foreign terrorist attacks on its soil 
during these ensuing 7 years. 

The Republican Party, though cur- 
rently unloved, will return to its roots 
and eventually regain the confidence of 
the American people. And though Re- 
publicans will be out of power in the 
political branches, the current Presi- 
dent, with a little help from his 
friends, has made two very fine ap- 
pointments to the U.S. Supreme Court, 
restoring a semblance of the rule of law 
to that branch of government for the 
first time in many years. 

The Republicans’ loss of the Presi- 
dency may even have some salutary ef- 
fects. Already, there are signs that 
with a Democrat coming to the White 
House, our Nation’s liberal press may 
relent in its 8-year assault on the au- 
thority of the executive branch. On the 
day that Christopher was born, I and 
many others picked up the New York 
Times and nearly spilled our coffee 
when we came across a front-page arti- 
cle that was titled: ‘‘Next President 
Will Face Test on Detainees—Some at 
Guantanamo Called Serious Risks." I 
will ask that а copy of this article be 
printed in the RECORD following my re- 
marks. 

For at least 5 years now, anyone who 
relied on the New York Times as a 
Source of information about the world 
was liable to come away with the im- 
pression that the men held by our mili- 
tary at the Guantanamo Naval Station 
are detained there purely out of spite 
or out of some other even less pure mo- 
tive. News stories about Guantanamo 
have credited every accusation made 
by the detainees and their lawyers, no 
matter how implausible, but would 
treat with great skepticism any evi- 
dence that the Guantanamo detentions 
are necessary—that is, on the rare oc- 
casion when the papers could even be 
bothered to report such evidence. 

And yet just as а Democratic Presi- 
dential victory began to seem inevi- 
table, the New York Times treats us to 
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this article. We learn therein that 
many of the detainees have partici- 
pated in terrorist attacks against 
Americans, are skilled in bombmaking 
and other terrorist arts, or have an- 
nounced that they would like nothing 
better than to return to killing inno- 
cent people. For some of us, it is not 
news that the men detained at Guanta- 
namo are dangerous. I would invite my 
colleagues to review the minority 
views that I and others submitted for 
Senate Report 110-90, or Justice 
Scalia’s dissenting opinion in the 
Boumediene case. And on November 3, 
for the first time, such information is 
not news even to those who trust the 
New York Times. 

Public-relations victories like this 
one are important, for ultimately our 
enemies do not expect to defeat us on 
the battlefield. Rather, they seek to 
win by sowing fear, by demoralizing us, 
and by weakening our will to defend 
ourselves. Their particular brand of 
medieval barbarism will never sustain 
a civilization capable of defeating us in 
a conventional battle, but even a pow- 
erful nation such as ours must be will- 
ing to fight if it is to prevail against 
such an enemy. 

I know that Steven and Cara will in- 
still in young Christopher, and his sis- 
ter Laura, an appreciation and respect 
for our Nation, its unique institutions, 
and its open and democratic culture. It 
is just such people, who understand 
this country and its virtues, who ulti- 
mately will ensure that the American 
way of life continues and even thrives. 
And it is thus with hope for the future 
that I welcome young Christopher 
James Duffield to this world. 

I ask unanimous consent that the fol- 
lowing news article be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

[From the New York Times, Nov. 3, 2008] 
NEXT PRESIDENT WILL FACE TEST ON 
DETAINEES 
SOME AT GUANTANAMO CALLED SERIOUS RISKS 
(By William Glaberson and Margot Williams) 

They were called the Dirty 30—bodyguards 
tor Osama bin Laden captured early in the 
Afghanistan war—and many of them are still 
being held at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba. Others 
still at the much-criticized detention camp 
there include prisoners who the government 
says were trained in assassination and the 
use of poisons and disguises. 

One detainee is said to have been schooled 
in making detonators out of Sega game car- 
tridges. A Yemeni who has received little 
public attention was originally selected by 
Mr. bin Laden as a potential Sept. 11 hi- 
jacker, intelligence officials say. 

As the Bush administration enters its final 
months with no apparent plan to close the 
Guantanamo Bay camp, an extensive review 
of the government’s military tribunal files 
suggests that dozens of the roughly 255 pris- 
oners remaining in detention are said by 
military and intelligence agencies to have 
been captured with important terrorism sus- 
pects, to have connections to top Al Qaeda 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


leaders or to have other serious terrorism 
credentials. 

Senators John McCain and Barack Obama 
have said they would close the detention 
camp, but the review of the government’s 
public files underscores the challenges of ful- 
filling that promise. The next president will 
have to contend with sobering intelligence 
claims against many of the remaining de- 
tainees. 

“It would be very difficult for a new presi- 
dent to come in and say, ‘I don't believe 
what the C.I.A. is saying about these guys," 
said Daniel Marcus, a Democrat who was 
general counsel of the 9/11 Commission and 
held senior positions in the Carter and Clin- 
ton administrations. 

The strength of the evidence is difficult to 
assess, because the government has kept 
much of it secret and because of questions 
about whether some was gathered through 
torture. 

When the administration has had to defend 
its accusations in court, government lawyers 
in several cases have retreated from the 
most serious claims. As a result, critics have 
raised doubts about the danger of Guanta- 
namo's prisoners beyond а handful of the 
camp's most notorious detainees. 

But as a new administration begins to sort 
through the government's dossiers on the 
men, the analysis shows, officials are likely 
to face tough choices in deciding how many 
of Guantanamo's hard cases should be sent 
home, how many should be charged and what 
to do with the rest. 

The Pentagon has declined to provide a list 
of the detainees now being held or even to 
specify how many there are beyond offering 
a figure of ‘‘about 255." But by reviewing 
thousands of pages of government documents 
released in recent years, as well as court 
records and news media reports from around 
the world, The New York Times was able to 
compile its own list and construct a picture 
of the population still held at Guantanamo. 
Much of the analysis is based on records of 
hearings at Guantanamo about individual 
detainees, which have been made public 
Since 2006 as а result of an Associated Press 
law suit. The Times has posted those docu- 
ments on its Web site arranged by detainee 
name. 

The analysis shows that about 34 of the re- 
maining detainees were seized in raids in 
Pakistan that netted three men the govern- 
ment calls major Qaeda operatives: Abu 
Zubaydah, Ramzi bin al-Shibh and Al Hajj 
Abdu Ali Shargawi. Sixteen detainees are ac- 
cused of some of the most significant ter- 
rorist attacks in the last decade, including 
the 1998 American embassy bombings, the 
2000 attack on the U.S.S. Cole in Yemen, and 
the Sept. 11 attacks. Twenty others were 
called Mr. bin Laden’s bodyguards. 

The analysis also shows that 18 of the 
original 23 detainees who arrived at Guanta- 
namo on Jan. 11, 2002, remain there nearly 
seven years later. Of the approximately 255 
men now being held, more than 60 have been 
cleared for release or transfer, according to 
the Pentagon, but remain at Guantanamo 
because of difficulties negotiating transfer 
agreements between the United States and 
other countries. 

Two of those still held, government docu- 
ments show, were seen by Mr. bin Laden as 
potential Sept. 11 hijackers. The case of Mo- 
hammed al-Qahtani, whom the government 
has labeled a potential ‘‘20th hijacker," has 
drawn wide notice because he was subjected 
to interrogation tactics that included sleep 
deprivation, isolation and being put on a 
leash and forced to perform dog tricks. 
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The other detainee deemed a potential hi- 
jacker, whose presence at Guantanamo has 
gone virtually unmentioned in public re- 
ports, is a Yemeni called Abu Bara. The 9/11 
Commission said he studied flights and air- 
port security and participated in an impor- 
tant planning meeting for the 2001 attack in 
Malaysia in January 2000. 

The Guantanamo list also includes two 
Saudi brothers, Hassan and Walid bin 
Attash. The government describes them as 
something like Qaeda royalty. Military offi- 
cials said during Guantanamo hearings that 
their father, imprisoned in Saudi Arabia, was 
a “close contact of Osama bin Laden" and 
that his sons were committed jihadists. 

Walid bin Attash is facing a possible death 
sentence as a coordinator of the Sept. 11 at- 
tacks. Hassan bin Attash was alleged to have 
been involved in planning attacks on Amer- 
ican oil tankers and Navy ships. 

Hassan bin Attash’s lawyer, David H. 
Remes, said the government’s claims about 
the detainees were not credible. He and other 
detainees’ lawyers say that the government’s 
accusations have been ever-changing and 
that much of the evidence was obtained 
using techniques he and others have de- 
scribed as torture. ‘‘You look at all of this 
stuff, and it looks terribly scary," Mr. 
Remes said. But how do we know any of it 
is true?" 

The extensive use of secret evidence and 
information derived from aggressive interro- 
gations has led critics around the world to 
conclude that many detainees were wrongly 
held. Nearly seven years after Guantanamo 
opened its metal gates, only 18 of the current 
detainees are facing crimes charges. 

While both presidential candidates have 
said they would close the detention center, 
they have not said in detail how they would 
handle the remaining detainees. 

Mr. McCain has said he would move the 
Guantanamo detainees to the United States 
but has indicated that he would try them in 
the Pentagon’s commission system estab- 
lished after 9/11. After the conviction at 
Guantanamo, last summer of a former driver 
for Mr. bin Laden, Mr. McCain said the ver- 
dict ‘‘demonstrated that military commis- 
sions can effectively bring very dangerous 
terrorists to justice." 

Mr. Obama has said that the Bush adminis- 
tration’s system of trying detainees ‘‘has 
been an enormous failure" and that the ex- 
isting American legal system—trials in ei- 
ther civilian or military courts—was strong 
enough to handle the trials of terrorism sus- 
pects. 

But in a speech on the Senate floor in 2006, 
Mr. Obama suggested that the allegations 
against many of the detainees needed to be 
taken seriously. ‘‘Now the majority of the 
folks in Guantanamo, I suspect, are there for 
a reason," he said. ‘‘There are а lot of dan- 
gerous people.”’ 

Some of the remaining prisoners have ap- 
peared determined to show how dangerous 
they are. *I admit to you it is my honor to 
be an enemy of the United States," said a 
Yemeni detainee, Abdul Rahman Ahmed, а 
hearing record shows. Officials said Mr. 
Ahmed had been trained at а terrorist camp 
“how to dress and act at an airport" and to 
resist interrogation. 

A Saudi detainee, Muhammed Murdi Issa 
al Zahrani, was described by Pentagon offi- 
cials as а trained assassin who helped plan 
the suicide-bomb killing of Ahmed Shah 
Massoud, the Afghan rebel leader, on Sept. 9, 
2001. 

“The detainee said America is ruled by the 
Jews," an officer said at a hearing after 


December 11, 2008 


interviewing Mr. Zahrani, therefore Amer- 
іса and Israel are his enemies." 

One man caught with Abu Zubaydah in- 
Sisted on his innocence but described a train- 
ing camp outside Kabul, Afghanistan, where, 
according to information he gave to interro- 
gators, men were given lessons on how to 
make poisons that could be inhaled, swal- 
lowed or absorbed through the skin." 

Mr. bin al Shibh was caught with a group 
of six Yemenis, all of whom are still held, 
after à two-and-a-half-hour gun battle. The 
records of those detainees include allega- 
tions that some were “а special terrorist 
team deployed to attack targets in Karachi." 
One of the men, Hail Aziz Ahmad al Maythal, 
was trained in the use of rocket-propelled 
grenade launchers, machine guns апа 
“trench digging, disguise techniques, escape 
methods, evasion and map reading," accord- 
ing to the military’s allegations. 

The records include many of the murky 
cases that typify the image of Guantanamo, 
where detainees take issue with their own 
supposed confessions and, sometimes, their 
identities. And those doubts too are to be 
part of a new administration’s inheritance. 

“I was forced to say all these things," an 
Algerian detainee, Adil Hadi al Jazairi bin 
Hamlili, said at his hearing when confronted 
with his confession to murder and knowledge 
of a plot to sell uranium to Al Qaeda. “І was 
abused mentally and psychologically, by 
threatening to be raped," he said, adding, 
“You would say anything." 

Abdul Hafiz, an Afghan accused of killing a 
Red Cross worker at a Taliban roadblock in 
2003, told а military officer that he had the 
perfect alibi. ‘‘The detainee states again that 
he is not Abdul Hafiz," the officer reported 
to a military tribunal. 
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TRIBUTE TO SENATORS 


GORDON SMITH 

Mr. LEAHY. Madam President, I 
would like to pay tribute today to the 
service of Senator GORDON SMITH, who 
has served the people of Oregon and his 
country with honor. I have had the 
pleasure of serving with Senator SMITH 
during his two terms here in the Sen- 
ate, and during that time he, and his 
wife Sharon, have been become dear 
friends. Marcelle and I have often en- 
joyed traveling with Senator SMITH 
and his wife Sharon, including a couple 
of trips to Davos, Switzerland, for the 
World Economic Forum. 

Senator SMITH began his political ca- 
reer in 1992 when he was first elected to 
the Oregon State Senate. There he 
served as Minority Leader, and the 
President of the Senate during his first 
term in office. Since his election to the 
United States Senate, Senator SMITH 
has always been willing to reach across 
the aisle to bring our colleagues to- 
gether and his leadership has produced 
a list of impressive legislative accom- 
plishments. 

During his two terms here in the 
Senate, Senator SMITH has committed 
himself to efforts on behalf of the peo- 
ple of Oregon, supporting both criminal 
justice reform and expansion of youth 
services. Following the tragic death of 
his son Garrett, Senator SMITH worked 
tirelessly as an advocate for the early 
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intervention and prevention of youth 
suicide, establishing a grant program 
for youth mental health programs 
through the Garrett Lee Smith Memo- 
rial Act which was signed into law by 
President Bush in 2004. I also appre- 
ciate the partnership that we forged in 
advancing the Innocence Protection 
Act, a package of modest procedural 
reforms relating to the death penalty, 
which I introduced in 2000, and much of 
which was enacted several years later. 

Marcelle and I have valued his friend- 
ship and wish GORDON and Sharon all of 
the best. 

JOHN WARNER 

Madam President, for most of my 
time in the Senate it has been my 
privilege to serve alongside one of its 
most respected members, the senior 
Senator from Virginia, Mr. WARNER. AS 
he prepares to retire from his Senate 
service, I would like to pay tribute to 
him as a leader, a legislator, and as one 
of my closest friends in this body. 

JOHN WARNER is a living emblem of 
the finest the Senate has to offer. He is 
a skilled policymaker who actively 
contributes to the civility that helps 
the Senate function as the Founders 
intended. 

Senator WARNER has represented the 
Commonwealth of Virginia with vision, 
persistence and wisdom. He has helped 
lead the Senate through debates on 
some of the most nettlesome national 
security issues of our time. Always a 
gentleman, he has carried himself with 
the utmost integrity and honesty. He is 
a Senator of his word. We have worked 
together on many issues, and I am 
going to miss his counsel and his 
friendship. 

JOHN WARNER came to the Senate in 
1979, after early service in the U.S. 
Navy and the U.S. Marine Corp’s, 
which led to his successful tenure as 
the Secretary of the Navy. He quickly 
made his mark on one of Congress’s 
most important committees for steer- 
ing our national security apparatus, 
the Senate Armed Services Committee. 
He rose quickly in seniority and has 
served as the committee’s chairman, 
ranking member, and chairman emer- 
itus. 

He formed a now legendary partner- 
ship with Senator Sam Nunn of Geor- 
gia, and together they worked to fun- 
damentally restructure the Nation’s 
war-fighting organization in the mid- 
1980s. He has worked closely with the 
committee’s current chair, Senator 
LEVIN, and with ranking member Sen- 
ator JOHN MCCAIN, to support our 
troops through the wars in Iraq and Af- 
ghanistan. As a member of the Defense 
Appropriations Subcommittee, I have 
seen how the two key defense commit- 
tees have come together to make that 
extensive and crucial department work 
better. JOHN WARNER has been an im- 
portant part of this superb working ar- 
rangement, and it was fitting that the 
fiscal year 2007 Defense Authorization 
Bill was named in his honor. 
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Senator WARNER is an accomplished 
advocate for Virginia—the home to a 
wide variety of military installations, 
as well as to rural and urban commu- 
nities of varied needs. He has tackled 
the difficult transportation challenges 
of the Washington, DC, metropolitan 
area, making a real difference in the 
lives of millions. As a part time resi- 
dent of Virginia I have always called 
him my Senator away from home. 

Marcelle and I have enjoyed the 
friendship and company of JOHN and 
his wife Jeanne, including on the Sen- 
ate’s delegation to the recent 60th An- 
niversary of D-Day. Foreign leaders 
know Senator WARNER extremely well; 
they see him, as we do here in the Sen- 
ate, as a man of great stature and wis- 
dom. 

I thank JOHN for his service and for 
his friendship, and Marcelle and I join 
all Members of the Senate in wishing 
JOHN and Jeanne all the best in their 
future endeavors. 

CHUCK HAGEL 

Madam President, I rise to acknowl- 
edge the work and commitment of a 
colleague whom I have had the pleas- 
ure of serving with for the last 12 years 
here in the U.S. Senate. Senator CHUCK 
HAGEL joined the Senate in 1997 after 
an already successful career in business 
and public service, both in his home 
State of Nebraska and here in Wash- 
ington, DC. 

While in the Senate, CHUCK has been 
a strong independent voice for all Ne- 
braskans and citizens of this country. 
He is not afraid to share what is on his 
mind and he is certainly not afraid to 
reach across the aisle to work with all 
Senators. In one of his first acts of bi- 
partisanship, Senator HAGEL joined me 
as a cosponsor of the Landmine Elimi- 
nation Act of 1997. I worked with 
CHUCK, who was himself injured by 
landmines while in Vietnam, to ban 
new deployments of antipersonnel 
landmines. 

Senator HAGEL has demonstrated an 
incredible alacrity on defense and for- 
eign policy issues. While it was not 
popular within his own party, he made 
the difficult decision to support a 
timeline for the withdrawal of troops 
from Iraq. This is just one example of 
many stances he has taken in Wash- 
ington that demonstrates how CHUCK 
HAGEL was an independent voice that 
Nebraska is proud to call their own. 

I am also pleased to know CHUCK and 
Lilibet as wonderful travel partners. 
The last trip we took together, in May 
2007, was to the Middle East to assess 
regional conflicts in Jordan, Lebanon, 
Israel and the West Bank. Trips like 
these provide the opportunity to get to 
know Senators and their spouses be- 
yond the day-to-day encounters in 
Washington and I cherish the time we 
had to together. 

I am pleased to call CHUCK a friend 
and voice of reason in the U.S. Senate. 
I will miss him as both a friend and 
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colleague. Marcelle and I and wish him 
and Lilibet well in whatever way he 
will next serve Nebraska and our Na- 
tion. 

PETE DOMENICI 

Madam President, I would like to pay 
tribute to the senior Senator from New 
Mexico, a dedicated public servant, a 
respected lawmaker and a man I am 
proud to call my colleague, PETE 
DOMENICI. 

From his first days in the Senate in 
the 98rd Congress, to now 35 years 
later, Senator DOMENICI has earned a 
reputation as a powerful champion for 
New Mexico. While he and I have not 
agreed on some issues, I have never 
questioned his commitment to do what 
he believed was right for this country 
and the State of New Mexico. However, 
I might question which of our Italian 
grandmothers made a better meatball, 
but then again I wouldn’t want a fight 
to break out here on the Senate floor. 

Senator DOMENICI has too many ac- 
complishments to list here today. Sen- 
ator DOMENICI has had a long and dis- 
tinguished career in the U.S. Senate. 
However what stands out most to me is 
his unending drive to enact Mental 
Health Parity legislation which he 
worked on so closely with our late col- 
league Paul Wellstone. I believe it was 
a fitting tribute to enact this legisla- 
tion in the closing days of the 110th 
Congress. 

I know it can sound repetitive when 
people hear Senators make remarks 
such as these about our colleagues as 
they are leaving the Senate. But I 
think it is important for the public to 
know that despite all the squabbling 
that goes on in Washington, there is 
the deep respect, affection, and caring 
that goes on among the Members of 
this body. After an incredible 35 years 
of service New Mexico and the whole 
United States are grateful, and I con- 
sider myself fortunate to have served 
33 years with PETE DOMENICI in the 
U.S. Senate. Marcelle and I wish PETE 
and Nancy the best. 

GORDON SMITH 

Mr. COLEMAN. Madam President, 
when the Founders envisioned this 
Senate, I believe they hoped it would 
be a place where strong opinions, es- 
tablished life skills and varied experi- 
ence would come together to serve the 
nation. Senator GORDON SMITH of Or- 
egon has matched that standard and 
the whole nation has benefited. 

I have always been encouraged and 
inspired by Senator SMITH’s forward- 
looking mind and his energetic advo- 
cacy of a better life for all Americans. 
He has fought for better schools for our 
children. He confronted the reality of 
America's ‘‘drop-out culture” and 
fought for individualized attention for 
at-risk kids. 

We have worked together to ensure 
that the Medicaid Program fulfills its 
promise to America's less fortunate, 
and to extend the excellent quality of 
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American health care to à broader and 
broader share of the population. 

It has been an honor to work with 
GORDON SMITH on the Aging Committee 
in particular. His tireless advocacy to 
ensure that our seniors are afforded the 
dignity and respect they deserve has 
been an inspiration. 

GORDON SMITH has also been a strong 
voice for Oregonians on the environ- 
ment and the natural treasures in their 
State. And he turned personal tragedy 
into a nationwide effort to prevent sui- 
cide. 

On issue after issue, GORDON SMITH 
has demonstrated a boundless enthu- 
siasm for the process of reform, and a 
confidence that we can always make 
government programs more responsive, 
more relevant and more effective for 
the American people. 

Like the modern day Oregon pioneers 
he represents, GORDON SMITH has al- 
ways demonstrated both a fierce inde- 
pendence and a strong belief that there 
is а better way—if we dream big, work 
hard and stick together, there is no 
problem too big for America. 

In “Мг. SMITH Goes to Washington," 
Hollywood memorialized the common- 
sense man, of impeccable character, as 
the ideal Senator. GORDON SMITH would 
have fit the part perfectly. I will dearly 
miss his integrity, his enthusiasm, and 
his friendship in this place. But I am 
excited for what the next chapter of his 
leadership will mean to Oregon and 
this country. I hope we can all bring 
more of his can-do spirit and positive 
energy to the urgent challenges we face 
in the days ahead. 


EE 
TRIBUTE TO TUCKER SHUMACK 


Ms. SNOWE. Madam President, I rise 
today to recognize Tucker Shumack’s 
dedicated service to the Senate Com- 
mittee on Small Business and Entre- 
preneurship over the past 3 years. An 
integral part of the committee staff, 
Tucker always performed his duties 
with the livelihood and success of 
small business owners in mind. 

Tucker began his Capitol Hill service 
in the office of Senator Paul Coverdell 
from his home State of Georgia. After 
attending law school, Tucker returned 
to Washington to work for the Con- 
gressman, and later Senator Johnny 
Isakson, also from Georgia. When he 
came to the Small Business Committee 
in the fall of 2005, Tucker was well- 
grounded in the ways of Capitol Hill. 
From day 1, Tucker was proactive in 
efforts to mitigate the often unfair tax 
structure that small business owners 
face. Tucker’s insights on these sub- 
jects have proven immensely critical 
to me over the years. 

Tucker has had many legislative suc- 
cesses helping me forge commonsense 
bills that appeal to Members on both 
sides of the aisle. Just last year, Tuck- 
er was invaluable in helping me de- 
velop provisions to extend the Work 
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opportunity tax credit, to expand small 
business expensing and enhance the re- 
fundable child tax credit. These vital 
extensions give more people a chance 
at gainful employment and allow thou- 
sands of small businesses to succeed 
and thrive. 

Whether it was extending the new 
markets tax credit, advocating for a 
fairer and simpler Tax Code, or con- 
fronting the mess known as the alter- 
native minimum tax, Tucker consist- 
ently brought colleagues together to 
find reasonable and sound solutions to 
the myriad tax problems facing Ameri- 
cans. His ability to forge lasting rela- 
tionships has made him a key player 
on Capitol Hill, and his diligence and 
perseverance have made him a trust- 
worthy ally. My legislative priorities 
have been well served because of Tuck- 
er’s talents and expertise. 

Always the Southern gentleman, 
Tucker is easy to get along with be- 
cause of his charm, grace, and wit—the 
latter of which Tucker is most famous 
for. His ability to make others laugh 
cannot be overstated! He has certainly 
had a lasting impact on those with 
whom he has worked over the years, 
and his cordial demeanor and wel- 
coming smile will be missed in the 
Halls of the Capitol complex. 

On a personal note, Tucker and his 
wife Kristine recently welcomed their 
first child, Tucker, Jr., into the world 
in August. I am sure that Tucker will 
be a great father, and look forward to 
hearing about the Shumack family’s 
adventures throughout the years. 

Tucker’s departure from the Small 
Business Committee is a true loss. I 
owe Tucker a debt of gratitude for his 
phenomenal work on behalf of the 
American people. I am confidant that 
he will quickly become a well-liked and 
respected member of his new office. I 
speak for my entire staff when I wish 
Tucker well in his new job, and in all 
his future endeavors. 


EE 


GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY 
OFFICE ANALYSIS 


Mr. WARNER. Madam President, ear- 
lier this summer, when gasoline prices 
were topping $4 a gallon, I asked the 
GAO to analyze potential savings from 
the establishment of a national speed 
limit. I did not prescribe what that 
speed limit should be, merely asked the 
GAO to conduct an analysis at which 
speeds vehicles were most fuel efficient 
and make a determination as to wheth- 
er a national speed limit would have 
positive impacts on the conservation of 
gasoline. 

My interest in this approach to gas 
conservation was spurred by a desire 
for a measure that would provide im- 
mediate relief to the overstretched 
budgets of households across America. 
I was also dusting off a solution used in 
the past, specifically, the number of 
barrels of oil saved when a national 
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Speed limit was imposed in 1974 in re- 
Sponse to the Arab oil embargo. 

Last week, I was pleased to meet 
with the GAO and hear their findings 
on the relationship between vehicular 
Speed and fuel economy as well as how 
reducing the speed limit might affect 
fuel use and perhaps cost. 

While the days of my service in the 
U.S. Senate are numbered, it is my 
hope that these findings by the GAO 
can serve as a useful tool to my col- 
leagues who will return in the next 
Congress, as I know the interlinked 
issues of energy, transportation, and 
climate change are going to remain the 
focus of much debate and policy mak- 
ing in the coming years. 

Mr. President, I thank the GAO for 
its work, and I ask unanimous consent 
that GAO analysis be printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 


Energy Efficiency: Potential Fuel Savings Gen- 
erated by a National Speed Limit Would Be 
Influenced by Many Other Factors 


In response to Senator Warner's interest in 
obtaining information on the possibility of 
using a national speed limit to reduce fuel 
consumption, the Government  Account- 
ability Office reviewed existing literature 
and consulted knowledgeable stakeholders 
on the following: 

What is the relationship between speed and 
the fuel economy of vehicles? 

How might reducing the speed limit affect 
fuel use? 

Due to a limited time frame of two months 
to complete the work, to address these objec- 
tives, we limited our analyses to light-duty 
vehicles, such as cars, sport utility vehicles, 
and pickup trucks and relied on the expertise 
of GAO and knowledgeable stakeholders to 
identify the most relevant economic and 
transportation literature. We provided a 
draft to the three agencies whose officials we 
consulted for our analyses—the Environ- 
mental Protection Agency (EPA), the De- 
partment of Energy (DOE), and the Depart- 
ment of Transportation (DOT)—and incor- 
porated relevant technical comments. We did 
not examine other aspects of implementing a 
national speed limit, such as potential safety 
impacts. In summary, we found the fol- 
lowing. 

According to Literature and Stakeholders, Re- 
ducing a Vehicle’s Speed Can Potentially 
Increase Its Fuel Economy, Depending on 
the Vehicle’s Characteristics 


For a vehicle traveling at high speed, re- 
ducing its speed increases fuel economy. In 
general, at speeds over approximately 35 to 
45 mph, if a vehicle reduces its speed by 5 
mph, its fuel economy can increase by about 
5 to 10 percent, because air resistance, or 
drag, increases exponentially as a vehicle 
goes faster. Conversely, air resistance dimin- 
ishes more rapidly as a vehicle slows down, 
thus increasing its fuel economy. 

According to existing literature and 
knowledgeable stakeholders, there is no sin- 
gle speed that optimizes fuel economy for all 
vehicles. Optimal speed for fuel economy for 
individual vehicles ranges widely, but is gen- 
erally between 30 and 60 mph, depending on 
a vehicle’s characteristics. For example, ac- 
cording to the most recent published data— 
a 1997 study by Oak Ridge National Labora- 
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tory, commissioned by the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA), that examined fuel 
economy at different speeds for nine auto- 
mobiles and light trucks from model years 
1988 through 1997—the optimal fuel economy 
for a 1994 Jeep Grand Cherokee, a sport-util- 
ity vehicle, would be about 26 miles per gal- 
lon at a steady 40 mph. In contrast, in a 2008 
internal study by the Argonne National Lab- 
oratory for the Department of Energy (DOE), 
examining four vehicles, the optimal fuel 
economy for a 2005 Toyota Echo, a sub- 
compact car, is about 69 miles per gallon, 
achieved when traveling at a steady 30 mph. 

However, a vehicle’s fuel economy also de- 
pends on other factors besides air resistance. 
Factors that enhance fuel economy include 
engine efficiency enhancements (e.g., fuel in- 
jection), electronic and computer controls, 
more efficient transmissions, and hybrid 
technology. However, other factors, such as 
increased vehicle weight, decrease fuel econ- 
omy. 

In general, over the last 2 decades, fuel 
economy gains resulting from advances in 
automotive technologies have largely been 
offset by increases in vehicle weight, per- 
formance, and accessory loads. Specifically, 
vehicles are heavier than in the past, be- 
cause they are larger and include more tech- 
nologies. For example, average vehicle 
weight has increased from 3,220 pounds in 
1987 to 4,117 in 2008, according to the Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency (EPA). In ad- 
dition, trends show that recent vehicles, on 
average, have bigger, more powerful engines 
that yield better performance—i.e., accelera- 
tion and greater speed—at the expense of 
fuel economy. For example, according to the 
same EPA report, average horsepower has in- 
creased from 118 to 222 over the same period. 
Further, increased accessory loads, such as 
air conditioning and electronics, have also 
reduced fuel economy. According to EPA, 
from 1987 through 2004, on a fleetwide basis, 
technology innovation was utilized exclu- 
sively to support market-driven attributes 
other than fuel economy, such as perform- 
ance. Beginning in 2005, however, according 
to EPA’s analysis of fuel economy trends, 
technology has been used to increase both 
performance and fuel economy, while keep- 
ing vehicle weight relatively constant. 
According to Literature and Stakeholders, а Re- 

duced Speed Limit Is Only One of Many 
Factors That Could Affect Total Fuel Use 

Lowering speed limits can potentially re- 
duce total fuel consumption. According to 
literature we reviewed examining the impact 
of the national speed limit enacted in 1974, 
the estimated fuel savings resulting from the 
55 mph national speed limit ranged from 0.2 
to 3 percent of annual gasoline consumption. 
According to DOE's 2008 estimate, а national 
Speed limit of 55 mph could yield possible 
savings of 175,000 to 275,000 barrels of oil per 
day. This range is consistent with estimates 
of the impact of the past national speed 
limit. According to the Energy Information 
Administration, total U.S. consumption of 
petroleum for 2007 was about 21 million bar- 
rels of oil per day. 

However, other factors, including drivers' 
compliance with a reduced speed limit, 
would affect the actual impact of а lower 
Speed limit on the amount of fuel savings. 
Reducing the speed limit does not nec- 
essarily mean that drivers will comply. In 
fact, in 1975, under the previous national 
Speed limit, about half of the states reported 
more drivers exceeding the national speed 
limit of 55 mph than complying with it. 
States may vary in their ability to enforce 
the reduced speed limit, in part due to cost 
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and limited resources, affecting driver com- 
pliance. Moreover, a national speed limit 
would not affect many of the miles driven in 
the United States, such as those in urban 
areas, where most vehicles are already trav- 
eling at lower speeds due to lower speed lim- 
its or congestion. According to FHWA, fewer 
than one quarter of the vehicle miles trav- 
eled (VMT) in the United States would likely 
be directly affected by a changed speed limit. 
In addition, congestion forces some vehicles 
to travel slowly, no matter what the speed 
limit, meaning a reduction would have little 
or no impact on fuel consumed on congested 
roads. 

Other external conditions also affect fuel 
economy, such as road conditions, including 
whether a road is steep or flat, and weather 
conditions, including wind speed and direc- 
tion. Finally, other aspects of driver behav- 
ior may also affect fuel consumption. For ex- 
ample, driver behavior may be affected by 
fuel prices. Higher prices may cause people 
to drive less or purchase more fuel-efficient 
vehicles. Similarly, driving at a consistent 
speed can reduce fuel consumption. In con- 
trast, aggressive driving such as accelerating 
or stopping quickly can increase fuel con- 
sumption. In addition, proper vehicle main- 
tenance—including regularly changing auto- 
mobile fluids and filters and properly inflat- 
ing tires—improves fuel economy. 

The speed limit is only one tool among 
many for potentially conserving fuel. Cer- 
tain realities such as congestion on our na- 
tion’s roads, how people drive and maintain 
their vehicles, and emerging technologies 
are other potential considerations as the na- 
tion looks for options to conserve fuel. 


EE 


IDAHOANS SPEAK OUT ON HIGH 
ENERGY PRICES 


Mr. CRAPO. Madam President, in 
mid-June, I asked Idahoans to share 
with me how high energy prices are af- 
fecting their lives, and they responded 
by the hundreds. The stories, num- 
bering well over 1,200, are heart- 
breaking and touching. While energy 
prices have dropped in recent weeks, 
the concerns expressed remain very rel- 
evant. To respect the efforts of those 
who took the opportunity to share 
their thoughts, I am submitting every 
e-mail sent to me through an address 
set up specifically for this purpose to 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. This is not 
an issue that will be easily resolved, 
but it is one that deserves immediate 
and serious attention, and Idahoans de- 
serve to be heard. Their stories not 
only detail their struggles to meet ev- 
eryday expenses, but also have sugges- 
tions and recommendations as to what 
Congress can do now to tackle this 
problem and find solutions that last be- 
yond today. I ask unanimous consent 
to have today’s letters printed in the 
RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

We farm close to 200 acres. We are young 
farmers (under 30), and we are trying to suc- 
ceed in what seems to be a dying occupation. 

A huge blessing right now is that com- 
modity prices are high. Yet ridiculously high 
fuel prices is causing our overhead to sky- 
rocket. This year we are paying at least $70 
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more per acre on fertilizer, due to the cost of 
fuel. Today I paid our most recent bill for 
farm diesel, at $4.409 per gallon. On ag diesel! 
Being farmers, we of course live outside of 
town, so driving into town is cost-preven- 
tive. We are wondering if there is any end in 
sight to the rise of fuel prices. Will we be 
able to continue farming if the costs keep 
rising? How high will they go? There are so 
many questions. There has got to be an al- 
ternative to being at the mercy of foreign oil 
suppliers. They are crippling our society. 


TROY and KRISTA, Caldwell. 


Thank you for providing this outlet to 
vent. I find it absolutely abhorrent that Ven- 
ezuela and China can drill 60 miles off the 
Florida coast but the U.S. cannot because of 
the incredible power of the environmental 
lobby. (One Senator) a few weeks ago said 
that even if we drilled in ANWR, it would 
only affect the pump price of gas by a penny. 
Yet when the President went to visit Saudi 
Arabia, (that same Senator) said if the Presi- 
dent could convince them to increase output 
of 1 million barrels a day, it should drop the 
price of gas by $.50. That is the same output 
potential from ANWR, and yet he and other 
obstructionists on Capitol Hill continue to 
get away with such duplicity and idiocy. If 
we had started drilling there in the ‘90s when 
it first passed Congress, we would now have 
more control over our own energy destiny. 
Instead, we continue to find ourselves over 
an Arab ‘‘barrel.’’ 

Energy is literally the fuel that drives our 
economy. It is imperative that we take con- 
trol of our future by placing national inter- 
ests ahead of the environmental extremists 
who exert such control over our nation. 

RICHARD, Pocatello. 

Thank you for the chance to tell you how 
the high energy prices have affected our fam- 
ily. Iam a stay-at-home mom of two, ages 8 
and 6. My husband and I have a lot of family 
who lives in Utah who we use to travel and 
visit at least once a month. Due to the high 
gas prices, we are only able to travel down 
about every four months. We live just out- 
side Idaho Falls and use to drive where we 
needed to go without much thought. Now my 
husband rides his bike to work and only 
drives if the weather is terrible, and the kids 
and I have to bike to run our daily errands. 
That would not concern me as much but the 
roads we have to travel are very busy and do 
not have bike lanes, sidewalks, or much of a 
shoulder so they are dangerous for us to ride 
on. The kids and I, when we have to bike, 
usually go about 10-15 miles round trip. 

I would like to see us be able to increase 
our own oil production and expand nuclear 
research. We need to be able to stand on our 
own and not be dependent on foreign oil es- 
pecially from countries that are in constant 
turmoil and not friendly to the U.S. 

Thank you for taking the time to listen 
and for standing up for Idahoans. 

SHALEEN. 

This may be the perfect opportunity to 
stand up for market economics! We Ameri- 
cans are addicted to oil. The pain we are now 
feeling may just be the kick in the pants we 
need to get the collective will to do some- 
thing about it. With gas so expensive, alter- 
natives become much more attractive. If 
government must act, please do not sacrifice 
our last remaining wilderness, or oceans, or 
air, to satisfy our filthy addiction. Act to 
help us kick our dependence on this stuff 
that is causing so many of our problems. 

JAMES. 
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With a continuing rise in energy prices, 
our family is not only effected at the gas 
pump but with an increase in grocery and 
utility bills as well. Because of the great dis- 
tances between his clients, my husband 
drives over a 1000 miles a month for his 
work. This has put a tremendous amount of 
stress on the family budget. Our only hope 
before our family hits financial ruin is that 
the federal government will think more of 
the people they represent and less of special 
interest groups. 

REBECCA. 

We have let the environmental agenda 
highjack our country and many [conserv- 
atives] are allowing it to happen. If we do 
not start drilling in ANWR and using coal in 
place of petroleum, we are going to be in a 
world of hurt. Alternative energy sources are 
going to be great when they get here, but 
that is a generation away. As a country try- 
ing to stave off the jihadist and Latin dic- 
tators, we had better be self-dependent on 
our own energy. I hope Congress understands 
their [role] in this mess. How about a reduc- 
tion in fuel taxes? If the American people 
continue to be pressed, they will react. There 
are unintended consequences that may be 
very surprising to some. Thanks for your 
service to Idaho. 

WADE. 

I have to travel 26 miles one way to work. 
With the price of gas, it does not pay for me 
to drive back and forth to work. I like my 
job but with everything else going up it 
would be cheaper for me to stay home. I 
make around $11 per hour and a tank of gas 
costs me about $50 to fill up a week. That is 
$200 a month that really bites. I do not know 
how long I can last without going in the hole 
and losing my home and cars. If it were not 
for my wife’s job, we would be on welfare or 
in the streets. Thanks for all your help. 

HENRY. 

My wife and I live in Idaho and work in 
Spokane Washington. We are part of a large 
group that must commute 35 mile one way 5 
or 6 days а week in order to pay our bills. My 
wife and I spend in excess of $500 per month 
in fuel just for transportation. This is an im- 
mense burden on us and will cause a ripple 
effect in our ability to do other things. 

The part that is most upsetting to us is 
that we all knew that energy prices would 
increase dramatically at some point and our 
elected officials chose to do nothing to pre- 
pare for it. For more than 25 years, Congress 
has chosen to ignore the need to force auto- 
makers to improve fuel economy and we 
have seen the U.S car manufacturers over- 
taken by the Japanese in part because the 
Japanese understood fuel mileage and reli- 
ability go hand in hand. Congress has con- 
sistently chosen to cut Amtrak funds and to 
not fund commuter rail and bus lines. 

The American public needs leadership. We 
do not need to have the latest poll results re- 
read to us—again. This and other crises fac- 
ing the U.S. will require leadership and sac- 
rifice. Not Laissez-Faire political inaction. 

Mass transit, enforced CAFE standards, 
funding for alternatives in transportation, 
wind, solar and wave generation. No more 
subsidies for oil companies. These must be 
the priorities for Congress. 

Nuclear energy is not clean, it is not safe 
in the long term and it only lines the pock- 
ets of the major construction firms. 

Take a risk and lead from the front for a 
change. 

MARK. 
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I have always ridden my bike or walked 
around town to do my errands, instead of 
using my vehicle. But when I have to work 15 
miles away, I have to drive, plus driving is 
part of my job. 

I can no longer drive to see my 93-year-old 
aunt; it would cost way too much. Yester- 
day, here in Hailey, а half tank of gas cost 
me over $45. I can no longer afford to drive 
to visit friends or go sightseeing. 

I now have to buy cheaper quality foods 
and have to eat а lot more starch than I de- 
sire to do. Forget beef! That is totally out of 
the question. 

I do not have air conditioning, so I am not 
using extra energy there. I am very careful 
about leaving lights, TVs, computers, etc. off 
when I am not using them. I run my washer 
at night and hang my clothes on the line 
outdoors in good weather, indoors on a dry- 
ing rack in bad weather. And I have always 
done this; I have always tried to save energy, 
but I still get screwed because most people 
do not. 

I have recycled for many years, and yet 
there are many places in Idaho where recy- 
cling is not mandatory, so people do not 
bother doing it. This includes well-to-do, 
educated people, who just do not care, but 
would change their habits if it were the law. 

The price of everything has gone up, but 
my salary has gone down, and I am fre- 
quently out of work. These are not good 
times; pretty soon it will be a choice of gaso- 
line or my medications. Alternative fuel ve- 
hicles should have been available for the 
general public at least 30 years ago. We all 
know the technology is there. 

Sign me as Disgusted in Idaho 

GLORIA, Hailey. 

We are changing our lifestyle! We are driv- 
ing less. I simply have stopped all but the 
most absolutely necessary trips into town. 
We are moving appointments to coincide 
with the one day a week we go to town, in- 
cluding attending a Friday night worship 
service instead of making another trip into 
town on Sunday to attend. We have quit par- 
ticipating in activities such as extra- 
curricular lessons and sports as the added 
driving necessary to do these activities is 
now unaffordable. 

Increased energy prices are being reflected 
in increased food prices at the grocery store 
and at restaurants. We have stopped eating 
out at restaurants completely, and have 
made major adjustments to our eating hab- 
its, and to portions served during meals at 
home. We are going back to a simpler and 
less varied diet, and just trying to keep the 
staples like beans, rice, milk, bread, eggs 
and cheese. 

These changes we have made as a family do 
have an effect on our local economy, as we 
are holding on to more of our dollars, and 
not spending them in the community, the 
local community businesses suffer—it is no- 
ticeable because there are a lot of families 
like ours who are doing the same thing we 
are because we simply have to in order to 
survive. 

Our country is in a real predicament with 
the way the government has managed our 
agricultural production as it ties in with en- 
ergy production. Ethanol is a poor solution 
as it requires an imbalance in our crop pro- 
duction, and now wheat prices are sky-high 
and production is behind. Corn uses a lot of 
water, which requires fuel to pump and irri- 
gate with, so the net result of ethanol pro- 
duction to use is worse than with pure fossil 
fuel. 

I am not so concerned with the rising cost 
of fuel, as we truly do have lower fuel costs 
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than most of the rest of the world, and there 
is nothing wrong with changing our life- 
styles to be less consumptive of our re- 
sources. What does anger me is that fuel 
companies are recording record profits quar- 
ter after quarter, while the cost of fuel is 
sending our entire economy into a crisis, and 
causing our nation to be weakened as a 
whole. 
KRISTINE, Spirit Lake. 


First off, I would like to thank you for 
taking action on our country's current en- 
ergy crisis. I was starting to think that most 
of our country's politicians were either sim- 
ply ignoring the issue or were not taking it 
seriously. I am so glad to know that you are 
taking the initiative to look for answers to 
the problem, and I am even more impressed 
that you are actively looking for answers 
among the people you represent. This does 
more to win my [confidence] than any [ac- 
tion] could ever do. 

My husband and I enjoy traveling, and the 
rise in prices has definitely cut down on our 
travel this summer. We are staying home 
more often and eating out less. My husband 
is а student in the nursing program at ISU in 
Pocatello, and we are concerned about trying 
to pay for gas as he travels between Idaho 
Falls and Pocatello on a daily basis this fall. 
In à more specific example, my husband's 
mother has Alzheimer's disease, and since 
our time left with her is limited, we planned 
à family reunion this year to give her at 
least one more chance to have all of her chil- 
dren and grandchildren around her. Some of 
my husband's family live far away, and as 
airline prices continue to increase, it has 
really strained their budgets to try to buy 
plane tickets to come to Idaho. As a family, 
we have all pitched in to help pay needed 
travel expenses, but it has been tough. I hate 
to sound like а whiner, vacationing and eat- 
ing out are things I can, in the long run, live 
without, but the problem is that energy 
prices just keep getting higher, and I do not 
see any light at the end of the tunnel. I am 
starting to worry that I will not be able to 
afford to heat my home this winter. This last 
winter we used an electric blanket so we 
could turn our heat off at night and save en- 
ergy, and we kept our thermostat low and 
dressed in warm clothes during the day, but 
Idaho winters are cold, and there is not 
much more we can do to conserve. We have 
to have energy to heat our homes and trans- 
port us to work and school, and we are get- 
ting to the brink of not being able to afford 
it. 

As for answers to the problem, I am no ex- 
pert on this stuff, but I have done a little 
reading, and the best answers I can find are 
as follows: 

(1) Build coal to oil plants. Our country 
has a lot of coal, and we can produce oil from 
coal for cheaper than we are buying it right 
now. 

(2 Make а push to build more nuclear 
power plants in the US, and get to work on 
building them NOW!—they take a long time 
to build and we are running out of time. I re- 
alize there is a strong minority in our coun- 
try that is good at halting any effort toward 
starting new nuclear energy plants, but I 
think if the American public were better 
educated on the benefits, safety, and cleanli- 
ness of nuclear power, the public would stand 
up against those minorities that are stop- 
ping nuclear power in the US. That is why I 
think that along with trying to build more 
nuclear power plants, we also need to edu- 
cate the public. 

(3) Drill ANWR. I think that speaks for 
itself. 
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(4) I have been really disappointed that our 
President does not seem to be saying much 
on the energy crisis. I think he needs to ad- 
dress the American people and make it clear 
that he sees this as a national crisis. I think 
he needs to outline for the public what op- 
tions are being debated in Washington, and 
what the road blocks are we face. I really 
think that if he would address this problem 
directly and publically, it would capture the 
public's attention and get people more active 
in standing up and working together to help 
fix the problem. When 9/11 happened and our 
country faced а huge crisis, the people of 
this country came together to help those in 
need. I think that if we had a leader that let 
the public know what was going on with the 
energy crisis—i.e., why we are having such a 
huge energy crisis and what our options are 
to fix things—then the people of this country 
would band together to find answers. Person- 
ally, I would like to see the American public 
band together to fight against all the minor- 
ity groups out there that stand in the way of 
things like nuclear power and drilling for oil 
in places like ANWR, but that just might be 
me. 

Thanks for your efforts. I am glad to know 
someone in Washington is working on this. 

LALOVE, Idaho Falls. 

I believe getting a handle on energy prices 
is of utmost importance for our economy. If 
we do not get it under control, I believe we 
are headed for a depression the likes of we 
have never seen before. With the trade im- 
balance growing along with the cost of oil, at 
some point something is going to break be- 
cause we cannot keep a deficit growing at 
this rate. It is vital that we look into alter- 
native energy sources but that is years away 
and we need to solve this problem now. It 
also bothers me that a lot of the money 
being spent is going to countries that sup- 
port terrorism. That just seems so back- 
wards. 

We need to develop the resources we have. 
It is so ironic that the activists that are pre- 
venting the development of our resources 
may in fact actually destroy the things they 
are trying to preserve. I am in favor of pro- 
tecting the environment but we need to do it 
in the right way. When energy prices reach a 
certain point, the majority of the population 
will demand that these resources get devel- 
oped any way possible and that would prob- 
ably end up destroying the environment 
worse than if we do it the right way now. 
You can not stop development of it forever 
and I think we need to do it now when we 
can control how it is done. In other words, I 
believe there is a point where the resources 
will be developed without concern for the en- 
vironment. I do not think were are far from 
that. 

In summary, I think we need to start de- 
veloping our oil resources now and continue 
to work on alternative energy (including nu- 
clear). If we delay I believe it will be eco- 
nomically and environmentally disastrous 
for us. 

BRENT, Meridian. 

Speed limits 55 mph national. This might 
help. Slow up and save money. 

LOWELL, Emmett. 

We lost our semi, our independent trucking 
business. We cannot afford groceries any- 
more. We nearly lost our house of 16 years, 
too. If [changes are not made soon], all 
Americans stand to lose a lot. 

JOHN and LAURIE. 


Reduce highway speed limits. I drive the 
interstate between Nampa and Fruitland 
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three times per week. The speed of the traf- 
fic, although the limit is 75, is 65 or less. Mo- 
torists want permission to drive slower. 
Lower the speed limit to 55. Truckers would 
then have a reason to drive slower. They 
want to save money, but since the speed 
limit is 65 and all the finances around their 
trip is based on traveling that legal limit— 
they have to go 65. 
LORI, Nampa. 


EEE 


ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 


CONGRATULATING BRONZE MEDAL 
SCHOOLS IN KENTUCKY 


e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President, 
today I congratulate the top public 
schools in the Commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky. I was pleased to learn that U.S. 
News and World Report awarded 26 
high schools in Kentucky with a bronze 
medal for their outstanding perform- 
ance on standardized exams and for 
providing college-level coursework. 

These 26 Kentucky high schools have 
shown that they foster an environment 
that serves all students, no matter 
their academic goals, by demonstrating 
a commitment to excellence through 
quality education. These Bronze Medal 
Schools back this up with measurable 
academic outcomes that show improve- 
ment throughout a range of perform- 
ance indicators. 

I have always been proud of Ken- 
tucky education because of its relent- 
less effort to enhance and develop the 
lives of every student. This is a well de- 
served recognition for the excellent 
work that is done by all of these high 
schools, and I would like to congratu- 
late each for its great success. 

The following schools were com- 
mended with awards: Barbourville City 
School in Barbourville, KY; Bardstown 
High School in Bardstown, KY; Central 
High School in Louisville, KY; Corbin 
High School in Corbin, KY; Dawson 
Springs High School in Dawson 
Springs, KY; Eminence High School in 
Eminence, KY; Evarts High School in 
Evarts, KY; Frederick Fraize High 
School in Cloverport, KY; Graves Coun- 
ty High School in Mayfield, KY; Han- 
cock County High School in Lewisport, 
KY; Harlan High School in Harlan, KY; 
Hazard High School in Hazard, KY; 
Hickman County High School in Clin- 
ton, KY; Jackson City School in Jack- 
son, KY; Johnson Central High School 
in Paintsville, KY; Magoffin County 
High School in Salyersville, KY; 
Owensboro High School in Owensboro, 
KY; Paintsville High School in 
Paintsville, KY; Paris High School in 
Paris, KY; Phelps High School in 
Phelps, KY; Pineville High School in 
Pineville, KY; Russell County High 
School in Russell Springs, KY; Walton- 
Verona High School in Walton, KY; 
Whitley County High School in Wil- 
liamsburg, KY; Williamsburg City 
School in Williamsburg, KY; and 
Williamstown High School in 
Williamstown, KY. 
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Again, I commend these high schools 
for a job well done. I hope that their ef- 
forts will inspire other schools in Ken- 
tucky and around the country to strive 
for the best.e 


a 


CONGRATULATING SILVER MEDAL 
SCHOOLS IN KENTUCKY 


e Mr. BUNNING. Madam President, 
today I congratulate the top public 
schools in the Commonwealth of Ken- 
tucky. I was pleased to learn that U.S. 
News and World Report awarded seven 
high schools in Kentucky with a silver 
medal for their outstanding perform- 
ance on standardized exams and for 
providing college-level coursework. 

These seven Kentucky high schools 
have shown that they foster an envi- 
ronment that serves all students, no 
matter their academic goals, by dem- 
onstrating a commitment to excellence 
through quality education. These Sil- 
ver Medal Schools back this up with 
measurable academic outcomes that 
show improvement throughout a range 
of performance indicators. 

I have always been proud of Ken- 
tucky education because of its relent- 
less effort to enhance and develop the 
lives of every student. This is a well de- 
served recognition for the excellent 
work that is done by all of these high 
schools, and I would like to congratu- 
late each for its great success. 

The following schools were com- 
mended with awards: Beechwood High 
School in Fort Mitchell, KY; Bowling 
Green High School in Bowling Green, 
KY; Dupont Manual High School in 
Louisville, KY; Highlands High School 
in Fort Thomas, KY; Louisville Male 
High School in Louisville, KY; North 
Oldham High School in Goshen, KY; 
and South Oldham High School in 
Crestwood, KY. 

Again, I commend these high schools 
for a job well done. I hope that their ef- 
forts will inspire other schools in Ken- 
tucky and around the country to strive 
for the best.e 


ЫЫ 
REMEMBERING MARY SWEENEY 


ө Mrs. CLINTON. Madam President, I 
would like to take а moment to re- 
member one of my constituents and а 
life-long New Yorker, Mary Sweeney of 
Niagara Falls. Seven years ago, it was 
my great honor to send congratula- 
tions to Mary and her husband John on 
the occasion of their 50th wedding an- 
niversary. I know that her fighting 
Spirit will live on through John and her 
children, Moira, John, Billy, and 
Brendan, and a large and loving family 
of grandchildren, nieces, and nephews. 
Born in the Great Depression, Mary 
exemplified the hopes and dreams of 
New York families whom I have had 
the honor and privilege of representing 
in the Senate these past 8 years. Mary 
had an ardent appreciation for public 
service and the political process, and 
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she remained true to her strong convic- 
tions throughout her life. She was a 
loving wife and mother who worked 
every day to ensure opportunities for 
her children. In retirement she enjoyed 
her many grand-children and great- 
grand-children and she should be proud 
that the rewards of her commitment to 
her family, her church, and her com- 
munity can be seen in the many ac- 
complishments of her family and ex- 
tended family and in the many loving 
tributes that have been shown to her 
since her passing.e 


— E 


REMEMBERING ROBERT COOK 
EDWARDS 


e Mr. GRAHAM. Madam President, I 
ask my fellow colleagues to join me in 
honoring the memory of а dedicated 
educator and innovator, Clemson Uni- 
versity president emeritus Robert Cook 
Edwards. After a lifetime of unprece- 
dented service to his students as 
Clemson’s longest serving chief execu- 
tive, Dr. Edwards passed away in Sen- 
eca, SC, on December 4, 2008, at the age 
of 94. 

Dr. Edwards will be remembered for 
his legendary leadership, strength in 
business negotiation, and passion for 
Clemson football. Known as a giant in 
the history of Clemson University and 
affectionately referred to as “R.C.” by 
his students, he led the institution 
through a period of peaceful integra- 
tion and phenomenal growth to become 
a thriving, coeducational, and diversi- 
fied university. 

Born and raised in Fountain Inn, SC, 
Dr. Edwards attended Clemson College 
at the young age of 15. He went on to 
graduate with a bachelor of science de- 
gree in textile engineering in 1933, and 
after a successful career in the textile 
industry, he returned to Clemson as 
the university’s first vice president for 
development in 1956. Dr. Edwards be- 
came acting president in 1958, after the 
death of President Robert F. Poole, and 
was eventually elected president on 
April 9, 1959, by the board of trustees. 
He became the eighth chief executive 
of Clemson and the second alumnus to 
hold the position. 

Dr. Edwards peacefully led the uni- 
versity through racial integration 
when its first African-American stu- 
dent was enrolled in 1962. Despite the 
recurring turmoil of racial tensions 
during the 1960s, President Edwards 
handled those challenging times with- 
out incident. His brave actions resulted 
in progress and advancement of equal 
civil rights throughout the State of 
South Carolina. 

By the time of his retirement in 1979, 
Dr. Edwards had awarded over 28,000 di- 
plomas, which represented more than 
70 percent of all the undergraduate de- 
grees and doctorates awarded in 
Clemson’s history to date, the student 
body had grown to 11,000 students, 4 
schools had become 9 colleges, and the 
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students could choose from over 60 ma- 
jors. Because of Dr. Edwards’s over- 
sight, leadership, and enthusiasm for 
growth, his influence has stretched be- 
yond the gates of the university to im- 
pact the lives of men and women all 
over the country. 

Dr. Edwards was predeceased by his 
wife Louise Odom Edwards, who died 
on July 29, 2008. She was affectionately 
referred to as Moon Pie" by Clemson 
students and alumni and was said to be 
a perfect compliment to her husband, 
“R.C.” 

Robert Cook Edwards's legacy will 
live on not only in the hearts of his 
students and fellow educators, but 
through the developments and achieve- 
ments he has accomplished at one of 
our Nation’s finest institutions. I ask 
that the Senate join me in commemo- 
rating Dr. Edwards’s lifelong dedica- 
tion to higher learning and to the 
State of South Carolina.e 


— Eu 


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 


А message from the President of the 
United States was communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Williams, one of his 
Secretaries. 


ee 


EXECUTIVE MESSAGE REFERRED 


As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate a mes- 
sage from the President of the United 
States submitting a nomination which 
was referred to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

(The nomination received today is 
printed at the end of the Senate pro- 
ceedings.) 


EE 


MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 


At 12:21 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an- 
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bills, in which it requests the 
concurrence of the Senate: 

H.R. 7321. An act to authorize financial as- 
sistance to eligible automobile manufactur- 
ers, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7327. An act to make technical correc- 
tions related to the Pension Protection Act 
of 2006, and for other purposes. 

The message also announced that the 
House has passed the following bills 
and joint resolution, without amend- 
ment: 

S. 3663. An act to require the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to provide for a 
short-term extension of the analog television 
broadcasting authority so that essential pub- 
lic safety announcements and digital tele- 
vision transition information may be pro- 
vided for a short time during the transition 
to digital television broadcasting. 

S. 8712. An act to make a technical correc- 
tion in the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domen- 
ici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Eq- 
uity Act of 2008. 

S.J. Res. 46. Joint resolution ensuring that 
the compensation and other emoluments at- 
tached to the office of Secretary of State are 
those which were in effect on January 1, 2007. 
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ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 


At 8:59 p.m., à message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Zapata, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker pro tem- 
pore (Mr. HOYER) had signed the fol- 
lowing enrolled bills: 


Н.В. 6184. An act to provide for а program 
for circulating quarter dollar coins that are 
emblematic of à national park or other na- 
tional site in each State, the District of Co- 
lumbia, and each territory of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7311. An act to authorize appropria- 
tions for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 for the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, 
to enhance measures to combat trafficking 
in persons, and for other purposes. 


Ee 


ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 


The enrolled bills were subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. BYRD) 

At 6:25 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an- 
nounced that the Speaker pro tempore 
(Mr. HOYER) had signed the following 
enrolled bills and joint resolution: 


S. 3663. An act to require the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to provide for a 
short-term extension of the analog television 
broadcasting authority so that essential pub- 
lic safety announcements and digital tele- 
vision transition information may be pro- 
vided for a short time during the transition 
to digital television broadcasting. 

S. 3712. An act to make a technical correc- 
tion in the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domen- 
ici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Eq- 
uity Act of 2008. 

S.J. Res. 46. An act ensuring that the com- 
pensation and other emoluments attached to 
the office of Secretary of State are those 
which were in effect on January 1, 2007. 


Á 


EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 


The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc- 
uments, and were referred as indicated: 


EC-9103. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of the Policy Issuances Division, Food 
Safety and Inspection Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of a rule entitled ‘Mandatory 
Country of Origin Labeling of Muscle Cuts of 
Beef (Including Veal), Lamb, Chicken, Goat, 
and Pork; Ground Beef, Ground Lamb, 
Ground Chicken, Ground Goat, and Ground 
Pork" (RIN0583-AD38) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
4, 2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu- 
trition, and Forestry. 

EC-9104. A communication from the Acting 
Assistant Director of the Directives and Reg- 
ulations Branch, Forest Service, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the report of а rule entitled 
*Predecisional Administrative Review Proc- 
ess for Hazardous Fuel Reduction Projects 
Authorized Under the Healthy Forests Res- 
toration Act of 2003" (RIN0596-AC15) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 9, 2008; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 
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EC-9105. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
*"Novaluron; Pesticide Tolerances’? (FRL- 
8391-5) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 9, 2008; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC-9106. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Mefenpyr-diethyl and Metabolites; Pes- 
ticide Tolerance" (FRL-8390-8) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 9, 2008; to the Committee on Agri- 
culture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC-9107. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Pesticide Regulations; Technical Amend- 
ments" (FRL-8146-6) received in the Office of 
the President of the Senate on December 9, 
2008; to the Committee on Agriculture, Nu- 
trition, and Forestry. 

EC-9108. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
"Etofenprox; Pesticide "Tolerance" (FRL- 
8390-9) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 9, 2008; to the 
Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and 
Forestry. 

EC-9109. A communication from the Under 
Secretary of Defense (Comptroller), trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of а vio- 
lation of the Antideficiency Act that oc- 
curred within the Maxwell Air Force Base, 
Alabama, and has been assigned case number 
06-02; to the Committee on Appropriations. 

EC-9110. A communication from the Guid- 
ing Coalition Members, Project on National 
Security Reform, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, a report entitled ‘‘Forging A New 
Shield"; to the Committee on Armed Serv- 
ices. 

EC-9111. A communication from the Asso- 
ciate General Counsel for Legislation and 
Regulations, Office of the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the report of 
а rule entitled ‘‘Public Access to HUD 
Records Under the Freedom of Information 
Act (FOIA) and Production of Material or 
Provision of Testimony by HUD Employees: 
Revisions to Policies and Practices Regard- 
ing Subpoenas and Other Demands for Testi- 
mony" (RIN2501-AD39) received in the Office 
of the President of the Senate on December 
9, 2008; to the Committee on Banking, Hous- 
ing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-9112. A communication from the Acting 
Secretary, Division of Trading and Markets, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule 
entitled Amendment to Municipal Securi- 
ties Disclosure" (RIN3235-AK20) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 9, 2008; to the Committee on Bank- 
ing, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

EC-9113. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary for Fish and Wildlife and 
Parks, Department of the Interior, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, the report of a rule en- 
titled ‘‘General Regulations for Areas Ad- 
ministered by the National Park Service and 
the Fish and Wildlife Service" (RIN1024- 
AD70) received in the Office of the President 
of the Senate on December 9, 2008; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re- 
Sources. 
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EC-9114. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Mississippi Regu- 
latory Program’ ((SATS No. MS-018- 
FOR)(Docket No. OSM-2008-0017)) received in 
the Office of the President of the Senate on 
December 9, 2008; to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Natural Resources. 

EC-9115. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Surface Mining Reclamation 
and Enforcement, Department of the Inte- 
rior, transmitting, pursuant to law, the re- 
port of a rule entitled ‘‘Excess Spoil, Coal 
Mine Waste, and Buffers for Perennial and 
Intermittent Streams" (RIN1029-AC04) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 9, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Natural Resources. 

EC-9116. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Acquisition Management, 
Environmental Protection Agency, transmit- 
ting, pursuant to law, a report relative to 
the Agency’s 2008 competitive sourcing; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-9117. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Civil Monetary Penalty Inflation Adjust- 
ment Rule" (RIN2020-AA46) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 9, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-9118. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Oil Pollution Prevention; Spill Prevention, 
Control and Countermeasures Rule; Revi- 
sions to the Regulatory Definition of ‘‘Navi- 
gable Waters” (RIN2050-AG48) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 9, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-9119. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Rulemaking to Reaffirm the Promulgation 
of Revisions of the Acid Rain Program Rules; 
Interim Final Rule" (RIN2060-AP35) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 9, 2008; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC-9120. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
“Rulemaking to Reaffirm the Promulgation 
of Revisions of the Acid Rain Program Rules; 
Direct Final Rule" (RIN2060-AP35) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on December 9, 2008; to the Committee on 
Environment and Public Works. 

EC-9121. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of а rule entitled 
* Control of Air Pollution From New Motor 
Vehicles and New Motor Vehicle Engines; 
Regulations Requiring Onboard Diagnostic 
Systems on 2010 and Later Heavy-duty En- 
gines used in Highway Applications Over 
14,000 Pounds; Revisions to Onboard Diag- 
nostic Requirements for Diesel Highway 
Heavy-duty Vehicles Under 14,000 Pounds" 
(RIN2060-AL92) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 9, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-9122. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
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pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘Approval and Promulgation of Implementa- 
tion Plans; Alaska; Interstate Transport of 
Pollution" (FRL-8750-2) received in the Of- 
fice of the President of the Senate on Decem- 
ber 9, 2008; to the Committee on Environ- 
ment and Public Works. 

EC-9123. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Regulatory Management Division, Envi- 
ronmental Protection Agency, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
"Air Emissions Reporting Requirements" 
(RIN2060-AN20) received in the Office of the 
President of the Senate on December 9, 2008; 
to the Committee on Environment and Pub- 
lic Works. 

EC-9124. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, а report on 
the feasibility study that was undertaken to 
document the development of a project for 
the South River, Raritan River Basin, New 
Jersey; to the Committee on Environment 
and Public Works. 

EC-9125. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of а rule entitled “2008 Section 846 
Discount Factors" (Rev. Proc. 2008-70) re- 
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on December 9, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-9126. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘‘Applicable Per- 
centage under Section 3002(A)(1) of the Hous- 
ing Assistance Tax Act of 2008" (Notice 2008- 
106) received in the Office of the President of 
the Senate on December 9, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

EC-9127. A communication from the Chief 
of the Publications and Regulations Branch, 
Internal Revenue Service, Department of the 
Treasury, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
report of a rule entitled ‘“‘Midwestern and 
Hurricane Ike Disaster Areas and Population 
Estimates" (Notice 2008-109) received in the 
Office of the President of the Senate on De- 
cember 9, 2008; to the Committee on Finance. 

ЕС-9128. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary, Office of Legislative Affairs, 
Department of State, transmitting, pursuant 
to law, a report entitled ‘‘Fiscal Year 2007 
Report on Pediatric HIV/AIDS Treatment 
and Prevention"; to the Committee on For- 
eign Relations. 

ЕС-9129. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Legal Adviser for Treaty Affairs, Depart- 
ment of State, transmitting, pursuant to the 
Case-Zablocki Act, 1 U.S.C. 112b, as amended, 
the report of the texts and background state- 
ments of international agreements, other 
than treaties (List 2008-217 - 2008-221); to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

EC-9130. A communication from the Direc- 
tor, Office of Management and Budget, Exec- 
utive Office of the President, transmitting, 
pursuant to law, а report relative to 
unvouchered expenditures; to the Committee 
on Homeland Security and Governmental Af- 
fairs. 

EC-9181. A communication from the Chief 
Executive Officer, Corporation for National 
and Community Service, transmitting, pur- 
suant to law, the Office of Inspector Gen- 
eral's Semiannual Report and the Corpora- 
tion's Report on Final Action for the period 
of April 1, 2008, through September 30, 2008; 
to the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9132. A communication from the Direc- 
tor of Communications and Legislative Af- 
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fairs, Equal Employment Opportunity Com- 
mission, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission's Performance and  Account- 
ability Report for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-9133. A communication from the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, transmitting, pursu- 
ant to law, the Office of Inspector General's 
Semiannual Report for the period of April 1, 
2008, through September 30, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Govern- 
mental Affairs. 

EC-9134. A communication from the Chair- 
man, National Capital Planning Commis- 
sion, transmitting, pursuant to law, the 
Commission's Performance and  Account- 
ability Report for fiscal year 2008; to the 
Committee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs. 

EC-9135. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, transmitting, pursuant to 
law, the Office of Inspector General's Semi- 
annual Report for the period ending Sep- 
tember 30, 2008; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9136. A communication from the Acting 
Director, Office of Personnel Management, 
transmitting, pursuant to law, the Office of 
Inspector General's Semiannual Report and 
the Management Response for the period of 
April 1, 2008, through September 30, 2008; to 
the Committee on Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9137. A communication from the Ad- 
ministrator, U.S. Agency for International 
Development, transmitting, pursuant to law, 
the Office of Inspector General's Semiannual 
Report for the period ending September 30, 
2008; to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity and Governmental Affairs. 

EC-9138. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
the General Reevaluation Report relative to 
the Dallas Floodway, Trinity River; to the 
Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 

EC-9139. A communication from the Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Army (Civil Works), 
transmitting, pursuant to law, a report on 
the feasibility study that was undertaken to 
document the development of а project for 
the Illinois River between Henry and Naples 
with particular reference to the non-Federal 
Peoria River Front Development project; to 
the Committee on Environment and Public 
Works. 


EE 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 


The following reports of committees 
were submitted: 

By Mr. LEAHY, from the Committee on 
the Judiciary: 

Report to accompany S. 3501, a bill to en- 
sure that Congress is notified when the De- 
partment of Justice determines that the Ex- 
ecutive Branch is not bound by a statute 
(Rept. No. 110-528). 


—_ 


INTRODUCTION OF BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


The following bills and joint resolu- 
tions were introduced, read the first 
and second times by unanimous con- 
sent, and referred as indicated: 

By Mr. CASEY: 

S. 3732. A bill to assist in creating sub- 

stantive culture change in long-term resi- 
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dential care by establishing a small house 
nursing home loan program to provide for 
the establishment, renovation, and construc- 
tion of small house nursing homes; to the 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban 
Affairs. 

By Mr. SPECTER: 

S. 3733. A bill to require the Federal En- 
ergy Regulatory Commission to hold at least 
1 public hearing before issuance of a permit 
affecting public or private land use in a lo- 
cality; to the Committee on Energy and Nat- 
ural Resources. 

By Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. 
REID): 

S. 3734. A bill to ratify a water settlement 
agreement affecting the Pyramid Lake Pai- 
ute Tribe, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Indian Affairs. 

By Ms. LANDRIEU: 

S. 3735. A bill to amend the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 to provide for the eligi- 
bility of computer technology and equip- 
ment development businesses for enterprise 
zone incentives; to the Committee on Fi- 
nance. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 

S. 3786. A bill to amend chapter 417 of title 
49, United States Code, to require air car- 
riers and ticket brokers to notify consumers 
of taxes, fees, charges, and fuel surcharges in 
а timely manner, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. HARKIN (for himself and Mr. 
DURBIN): 

S. 3737. A bill to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to carry out a program to en- 
able certain individuals to trade certain old 
automobiles for certain new automobiles, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. MENENDEZ: 

S. 3738. A bill to amend the Truth in Lend- 
ing Act to permit deferrals on certain home 
mortgage foreclosures for a limited period to 
allow homeowners to take remedial action, 
to require home mortgage servicers to pro- 
vide advance notice of any upcoming reset of 
the mortgage interest rate, and for other 
purposes; to the Committee on Banking, 
Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. DORGAN (for himself and Mr. 
FEINGOLD): 

S. 3739. A bill to address the regulation of 
derivatives and unregistered hedge funds, 
and for other purposes; to the Committee on 
Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. 

By Mr. SANDERS: 

S. 3740. A bill to ensure access to basic 
broadcast television after the Digital Tele- 
vision Transition, and for other purposes; to 
the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation. 

By Mr. THUNE: 

S. 3741. A bill to amend the Clean Air Act 
to prohibit regulation of certain emissions 
from agricultural production; to the Com- 
mittee on Environment and Public Works. 


EE 


SUBMISSION OF CONCURRENT AND 
SENATE RESOLUTIONS 


The following concurrent resolutions 
and Senate resolutions were read, and 
referred (or acted upon), as indicated: 

By Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. HAR- 
KIN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. NELSON of Flor- 
ida, Mr. BUNNING, Mr. HATCH, Mr. 
INHOFE, and Mr. ENZI): 

S. Con. Res. 107. A concurrent resolution 
expressing the sense of Congress regarding 
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the rights of Members of Congress (or any 
employee of a Member of Congress author- 
ized by that Member) to lead tours of the 
United States Capitol complex; considered 
and agreed to. 


Ee 


ADDITIONAL COSPONSORS 


S. 453 
At the request of Mr. BAYH, his name 
was added as a cosponsor of S. 453, a 
bill to prohibit deceptive practices in 
Federal elections. 
S. 960 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 960, a bill to establish the United 
States Public Service Academy. 
S. 2173 
At the request of Mr. HARKIN, the 
name of the Senator from Hawaii (Mr. 
AKAKA) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
2178, а bill to amend the Elementary 
and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to 
improve standards for physical edu- 
cation. 
S. 3364 
At the request of Mrs. LINCOLN, the 
name of the Senator from Arkansas 
(Mr. PRYOR) was added as а cosponsor 
of S. 3364, a bill to increase the recruit- 
ment and retention of school coun- 
Selors, school social workers, and 
School psychologists by low-income 
local educational agencies. 
S. 3517 
At the request of Ms. SNOWE, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) was added as a cospon- 
sor of S. 3517, a bill to amend the Em- 
ployee Retirement Income Security 
Act of 1974 and the Public Health Serv- 
ice Act to provide parity under group 
health plans and group health insur- 
ance coverage for the provision of ben- 
efits for prosthetic devices and compo- 
nents and benefits for other medical 
and surgical services. 
S. 3683 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY) was added as а cosponsor 
of S. 3683, a bill to amend the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act to 
require approval by the Congress for 
certain expenditures for the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program. 
S. 3697 
At the request of Mr. INHOFE, the 
name of the Senator from Alabama 
(Mr. SHELBY) was added as a cosponsor 
of S. 3697, a bill to amend the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act to 
require approval by the Congress for 
certain expenditures for the Troubled 
Asset Relief Program. 
S. 3708 
At the request of Mrs. CLINTON, the 
name of the Senator from Ohio (Mr. 
BROWN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3708, a bill to amend the Public Health 
Service Act with respect to health pro- 
fessions education, and for other pur- 
poses. 
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S. 3728 

At the request of Mr. SANDERS, the 
name of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. LEAHY) was added as à cosponsor 
of S. 3728, a bill to direct the Secretary 
of Transportation to waive non-Federal 
Share requirements for certain trans- 
portation programs and activities 
through September 30, 2009. 

8. RES. 710 

At the request of Mr. REED, his name 
was added as a cosponsor of S. Res. 710, 
а resolution designating the week of 
February 2 through February 6, 2009, as 
*National Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness and Prevention Week". 

S. RES. 728 

At the request of Mr. MCCAIN, the 
name of the Senator from Georgia (Mr. 
ISAKSON) was added as à cosponsor of S. 
Res. 728, a resolution designating Janu- 
ary 2009 as ‘‘National Mentoring 
Month". 


ea 


STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 


Mr. CASEY: 

S. 3782. A bill to assist in creating 
substantive culture change in long- 
term residential care by establishing а 
small house nursing home loan pro- 
gram to provide for the establishment, 
renovation, and construction of small 
house nursing homes; to the Com- 
mittee on Banking, Housing, and 
Urban Affairs. 

Mr. CASEY. Mr. President, I rise 
today to introduce the Promoting 
Small House Nursing Homes Act. This 
is a bill I expect will play a significant 
role in the way we care for our older 
citizens in this country. I also hope and 
expect this bill to make an important 
contribution to the framing and sub- 
stance of the landmark health care re- 
form we anticipate in the coming year. 
Moreover, because our current eco- 
nomic problems are interwoven with 
out-of-control health care costs, this 
bill will contribute to a revitalization 
of our economy and the creation of new 
jobs. Finally, it will establish solid cri- 
teria for long term residential care 
that will not only improve the quality 
of life of older citizens, but save money 
through cost-effective, comprehensive 
and coordinated long term and health 
care. 

This bill provides à dramatically dif- 
ferent approach to long term residen- 
tial care for older citizens than is of- 
fered by the traditional nursing home 
model. 

The Promoting Small House Nursing 
Home Act incorporates the principles 
of person-centered care as а corner- 
stone of all aspects of long term resi- 
dential care. What do we mean by per- 
Son-centered care? The philosophy is 
simple: Our older citizens deserve to 
live lives of dignity and respect 
through all stages of life. About 10 
years ago, the Philadelphia Inquirer re- 
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ported, “Life can have quality and 
meaning even until the very last 
breath." Our older citizens have a pro- 
found right to be decision-makers in 
their own care—to be at the center of 
their own care, with a partnership of 
family and providers. Our older citizens 
are critically important to the overall 
health and well-being of our society. I 
quote a well known expert in person- 
centered care, Dr. Bill Thomas, who 
says, ‘‘People of all ages will live bet- 
ter lives when we succeed in bringing 
elders back to the heart of our soci- 
ety." 

My bill translates this profound phi- 
losophy into a specific policy prescrip- 
tion by doing the following: creating à 
low-interest loan fund for building new 
or renovating existing long term care 
facilities that follow articulated small 
house nursing home model guidelines; 
etablishing clear and specific program 
requirements and guidelines that build 
upon existing programs that have suc- 
cessfully implemented substantial cul- 
ture change and person-centered care; 
creating a home-like and non-institu- 
tional model of care for long term care 
residential facilities that is based upon 
the principles of: collaborative deci- 
sion-making; respect; and significantly 
improved quality of life for residents 
and staff alike. 

We currently have an estimated 38 
million Americans over the age of 65, 
and that number is expected to double 
within the next 20 years. In the midst 
of this, health care costs are rising ex- 
ponentially, the quality of outcomes is 
not consistent, and older citizens are 
often abandoned to navigate a con- 
fusing and complex health care system. 
Older citizens also report extremely 
low levels of satisfaction with life in 
nursing homes. This $122 billion indus- 
try includes 16,000 nursing homes and 
significant concerns persist about mal- 
treatment and neglect of our older citi- 
zens in 20 percent of these homes. As I 
know from my work in State govern- 
ment, most nursing homes provide 
quality care but that 20 percent is what 
we hear most about. However, a recent 
survey by the AARP found that fewer 
than 1 percent of individuals over 50 
with a disability want to move to а 
nursing home. There has to be à better 
way, and in fact there is. 

Person-centered care provides that 
better way. It is a straightforward con- 
cept and yet it has taken years of hard 
work to get concrete initiatives under- 
way. We have a long way to go and 
much to learn. But in order to succeed, 
we must pass legislation like the bill I 
have introduced today. 

Traditional nursing facilities require 
residents' lives to revolve around insti- 
tutional schedules for waking, bathing 
and dressing. Traditional facilities far 
too often identify residents by their 
health conditions, vulnerabilities and 
room numbers rather than their unique 
strengths and gifts. Staff members are 
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attracted to the field of direct care 
service because they want to help older 
citizens but they are just as ill-served 
by this institutionalized culture as are 
the residents. Workers are minimally 
trained, over-worked and carry patient 
loads that make it impossible to en- 
gage in any personal time with resi- 
dents—in fact, such relationships are 
often discouraged. They have little or 
no say in decision-making, relegated— 
like the residents—to the fringes of a 
system that places the needs of the in- 
stitution over those of the human 
beings in it. 

In July of this year, I chaired a hear- 
ing for the Aging Committee that ex- 
amined this small house nursing home 
model. One of our witnesses was a nurs- 
ing assistant who previously worked 
for a traditional nursing home and now 
works in a small house nursing home 
in Pennsylvania. She recounted the dif- 
ference, saying, ‘‘Looking back on it, 
now, I realize that while we offered our 
residents excellent nursing care, that 
did not always translate into a high 
quality of life." She described handling 
a wider range of duties now, yet having 
more time to spend with individual 
residents and really getting to know— 
and even love—them because the staff- 
ing is consistent and the turnover is al- 
most non-existent. Another witness at 
our July hearing was the daughter of a 
woman who moved from a traditional 
nursing home to a small house nursing 
home. She summed up the dramatic 
change in her mother with this simple 
phrase, ‘‘Suddenly, life mattered 
again." 

It should be a given that ‘‘life mat- 
ters" to every person. While every cit- 
izen has this fundamental right, our 
older citizens who have worked hard 
their whole lives truly deserve to enjoy 
their later years in homes that offer 
them comfort, respect and autonomy. I 
strongly believe the Promoting Small 
House Nursing Homes Act will make 
this possible and I urge my Senate col- 
leagues to join me in supporting this 
effort in its own right as well as the 
significant role it can play in the larg- 
er issues of comprehensive health care 
reform and revitalizing our economy. I 
ask unanimous consent that the text of 
the bill be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate- 
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, аз follows: 

S. 3732 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the «Promoting 
Small House Nursing Homes Act”. 

SEC. 2. SMALL HOUSE NURSING HOME LOAN 
PROGRAM. 

(а) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of 
Health and Human Services (in this section 
referred to as the Secretary") shall estab- 
lish a small house nursing home loan pro- 
gram (in this section referred to as the ‘‘pro- 
geram") under which the Secretary makes 
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grants to eligible lenders in order for such el- 
igible lenders to make direct loans to eligi- 
ble borrowers for the establishment, renova- 
tion, and construction of small house nurs- 
ing homes that meet the requirements of 
this section. 


(b) ELIGIBILITY.— 

(1) PROGRAM GRANT ELIGIBILITY.—To be eli- 
gible to obtain а grant under the program, 
an eligible lender shall— 

(A) be à nonprofit, non-Federal lender; 

(B) have a track record of lending to small 
house nursing homes, low income popu- 
lations, or nursing homes that serve low in- 
come populations; and 

(C) submit to the Secretary an application 
in such form as the Secretary may reason- 
ably require. 

(2) SMALL HOUSE ADVISORY PANEL.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall establish an advisory panel 
(in this section referred to as the “Small 
House Advisory Panel") to— 

(i) evaluate applications for direct loans 
under the program in conjunction with eligi- 
ble lenders; and 

(ii) carry out other responsibilities deter- 
mined appropriate by the Secretary. 

(B) MEMBERSHIP.—The Small House Advi- 
sory Panel shall consist of not less than 5 
and not more than 7 individuals who have ex- 
pertise in the areas of person-centered long 
term care culture change, long term care fi- 
nancing, consumers, and direct care workers. 

(3) EVALUATION OF ELIGIBLE BORROWER AP- 
PLICANTS.— 

(A) ESTABLISHMENT OF EVALUATION TOOL 
AND CRITERIA.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.— The Secretary, in collabo- 
ration with the Small House Advisory Panel, 
Shall establish an evaluation tool and eval- 
uation criteria with which to prioritize eligi- 
ble borrowers who submit to an eligible lend- 
er an application for а direct loan under the 
program. 

(ii) EVALUATION TOOL.—The evaluation tool 
established under subparagraph (A) shall be 
based upon the model guideline priorities 
under subsection (c)(5). 

(iii) PRIORITIZATION OF ELIGIBLE  BOR- 
ROWERS.—Hligible borrowers shall be 
prioritized under the program in accordance 
with the extent to which they meet such 
model guideline priorities. 

(B) EVALUATION OF APPLICATIONS AND REC- 
OMMENDATIONS.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—Applications for a direct 
loan under the program shall be evaluated by 
the Secretary, in collaboration with the 
Small House Advisory Panel. 

(11)  RECOMMENDATIONS.—The Secretary 
Shall establish procedural guidelines under 
which any recommendations of the Sec- 
retary for making direct loans shall be pro- 
vided to eligible lenders. 

(4) LOAN ELIGIBILITY.—To be eligible for a 
direct loan from an eligible lender under the 
program, an eligible borrower shall be a pri- 
vate or public nonprofit entity or a for-profit 
entity that— 

(A) agrees to use the proceeds from such 
direct loan to construct or renovate a small 
house nursing home that— 

(i) is designed to establish substantive cul- 
ture change; and 

(ii) meets the model small house nursing 
home requirements and guidelines under sub- 
section (c); 

(B) submits a detailed plan describing— 

(i) the particular model or approach to per- 
son-centered care that the small house nurs- 
ing home will implement; and 
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(ii) how the small house nursing home will 
meet such model small house nursing home 
requirements and guidelines; 

(C) has been approved by a State or local 
entity (in accordance with applicable State 
and local law) to operate a skilled nursing 
facility (as defined in section 1819(a) of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1895i-3(a)) or a 
nursing facility (as defined in section 1919(a) 
of such Act (42 U.S.C. 1896r(a))); 

(D) with respect to the facility, ensures 
that at least 30 percent of the residents of 
the facility are Medicaid-funded individuals 
under title XIX of the Social Security Act 
(42 U.S.C. 1396 et seq.), as determined in ac- 
cordance with guidelines to be issued by the 
Secretary that take into consideration the 
number of days such residents spend in the 
facility, and does not discharge residents 
based on their ability to pay; 

(E) complies with lending standards devel- 
oped, in consultation with the Secretary, by 
a task force of experts in long-term care fi- 
nancing, affordable housing with services de- 
velopment, and nontraditional lending; and 

(F) agrees to share financial and operating 
data with researchers and Federal agencies 
designated by the Secretary. 

(5) LOAN DISQUALIFICATION.—In no case may 
an entity which has displayed a pattern of 
failing to comply with State and Federal 
quality of care standards (as determined by 
the Secretary) or an entity with a pattern of 
violating State and Federal labor laws (as 
determined by the Secretary) be an eligible 
borrower under the program. 

(c) MODEL SMALL HOUSE NURSING HOME RE- 
QUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— 

(A) DEVELOPMENT.—Not later than 90 days 
after the date of enactment of this Act, the 
Secretary shall develop model small house 
nursing home guidelines that meet the re- 
quirements of this subsection. 

(B) CONSISTENCY WITH REQUIREMENTS APPLI- 
CABLE UNDER THE SOCIAL SECURITY ACT.—The 
guidelines established under subparagraph 
(A) shall be consistent with, and in addition 
to, any requirements applicable to an eligi- 
ble borrower under sections 1819 and 1919 of 
the Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 1895i-3; 
1396r). 

(2 PRACTICE RESEARCH AND IMPLEMENTA- 
TION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Under the guidelines 
under paragraph (1) а small house nursing 
home that obtains proceeds from a direct 
loan made under this section shall be based 
on methods and practices that have been 
tested through pilot programs and other re- 
search carried out at not less than 1 imple- 
mentation site in the United States for at 
least a 2-year period. 

(B) IMPROVEMENTS IN QUALITY OF LIFE.— 
Pilot programs and research referred to in 
subparagraph (A) shall be designed to estab- 
lish а clearly articulated, evidence-based ap- 
proach to creating improvements in the 
quality of life and care outcomes of residents 
of small house nursing homes as well as pro- 
viding for improvements in the professional 
Satisfaction and career development of the 
staff of small house nursing homes. 

(C) RESEARCH REQUIREMENT.—Research re- 
ferred to in subparagraph (A) shall be con- 
ducted by a researcher— 

(i) who has expertise in long-term care; and 

(ii) who has no financial or professional in- 
terests in the success of the methods or prac- 
tices involved. 

(3) REQUIREMENTS OF SMALL HOUSE NURSING 
HOMES.—Under the guidelines developed 
under paragraph (1) а small house nursing 
home that obtains proceeds from a direct 
loan made under this section shall— 
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(A) establish a self-directed model of care 
for residents that incorporates collaborative 
decisionmaking by residents and nursing as- 
sistants; 

(B) provide for à universal worker ap- 
proach to resident care (including care avail- 
able from a nursing assistant, personal care, 
socialization services, meal preparation serv- 
ices, and laundry housekeeping services) 
that is organized to support and empower all 
staff to respond to the needs and desires of 
residents; 

(C) provide for consistent staff assign- 
ments; 

(D) consist of a physical environment de- 
signed as a home, rather than an institu- 
tion— 

(i) that contains residential style design 
elements and materials throughout the home 
that are similar to the residential style de- 
sign elements and materials in the imme- 
diate surrounding community, including res- 
idential style design elements in areas that 
have mixed-zoning purposes, and do not use 
commercial and institutional elements and 
products (such as a nurses’ station, medica- 
tion carts, hospital or office type florescent 
lighting, acoustical tile ceilings, institu- 
tional style railings and corner guards, and 
room numbering and labeling) unless man- 
dated by authorities with appropriate juris- 
diction over the small house nursing home; 

(ii) which is designed to be a fully inde- 
pendent and disabled accessible house, apart- 
ment, or independent wing of an existing 
structure with not more than 25 residents in 
the house, apartment, or independent wing; 

(iii) that contains a full private bathroom 
for each bedroom that, at a minimum, pro- 
vides a toilet, sink, and accessible shower; 

(iv) which has a life-safety rating that is 
sufficient to appropriately accommodate in- 
dividuals who cannot self-evacuate; and 

(v) in which the percentage of residents of 
the small house nursing home who are short 
stay rehabilitation residents does not exceed 
20 percent at any time unless the small 
house nursing home is entirely devoted to 
providing rehabilitation services, except 
that a long-term resident returning to a 
small house nursing home after an acute epi- 
sode and who is receiving rehabilitation 
services for which payment is made under 
the Medicare program under title XVIII of 
the Social Security Act shall not be counted 
toward such 20 percent limitation; 

(E) provide for meals cooked in the small 
house nursing home and not prepared in а 
central kitchen and transported to the small 
house nursing home; and 

(F) provide for the training of staff in ac- 
cordance with paragraph (4). 

(4) TRAINING OF STAFF.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Under the guidelines 
under paragraph (1) а small house nursing 
home that obtains proceeds from a direct 
loan made under this section shall provide 
training for all staff involved in the oper- 
ations of the small house nursing home con- 
cerning the philosophy, operations, and 
skills required to implement and maintain 
self-directed care, self-managed work teams, 
a noninstitutional approach to life and care 
in long-term care, appropriate safety and 
emergency skills, and other elements re- 
quired for the successful operation of and 
outcomes in the small house nursing home. 

(B) COLLABORATION.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—Training under subpara- 
graph (A) shall be interdisciplinary and col- 
laborative. 

(ii) COLLECTIVE BARGAINING.— 

(I) IN GENERAL.—In the case where staff in- 
volved in the operations of the small house 
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nursing home are represented by a collective 
bargaining organization, the organization 
shall be provided an opportunity to fully par- 
ticipate in the development of a program for 
providing such training. 

(II) PRIORITIZATION.—In the case where 
there is an existing jointly funded employer- 
labor training partnership, or where a train- 
ing program is funded through collective 
bargaining, the small house nursing home 
shall prioritize the utilization of or collabo- 
ration with those existing training programs 
in meeting the requirements of this para- 
graph. 

(C) AMOUNT.—Training under subparagraph 
(A) shall be not less than 120 hours for each 
universal worker employed by the small 
house nursing home and not less than 60 
hours for each leadership and clinical team 
member employed by such small house nurs- 
ing home. Such training shall be in addition 
to any other State training requirements 
and shall be completed for the majority of 
the staff prior to the initial start-up of the 
small house nursing home. 

(5) MODEL GUIDELINE PRIORITIES FOR LOAN 
APPLICANTS.—An eligible borrower applying 
for a direct loan under this section shall be 
given priority in evaluation of loan applica- 
tions in proportion to their compliance with 
1 or more of the following model guidelines: 

(A) RESIDENTIAL MODEL PRIORITIES.—Pri- 
ority in evaluation for loan eligibility shall 
be given to small house nursing home models 
that— 

(i) have private, single occupancy bed- 
rooms that are shared only at the request of 
a resident to accommodate a spouse, partner, 
family member, or friend; 

(ii) contain a living area where residents 
and staff may socialize, dine, and prepare 
food together that, at à minimum, provides à 
living room seating area, а dining area large 
enough for а single table serving all resi- 
dents and not less than 2 staff members, and 
an open full kitchen; 

(iii) contain ample natural light in each 
habitable space that is provided through ex- 
terior windows and other means, with win- 
dow areas, exclusive of skylights and 
clearstories, being a minimum of 10 percent 
of the area of the room; and 

(iv) have built-in safety features to allow 
all areas of the house to be accessible to the 
residents during the majority of the day and 
night. 

(B) DIRECT CARE WORKER MODEL PRIOR- 
ITIES.—Priority in evaluation for loan eligi- 
bility shall be given to small house nursing 
home model operators that have a legally 
binding collective bargaining agreement and 
a signed labor-management partnership 
agreement covering the planning and imple- 
mentation of small house nursing homes. 
Where employees are represented by a labor 
organization, a signed labor management 
implementation agreement will be required. 

(d) LOAN PROVISIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Except as otherwise pro- 
vided in this subsection, each direct loan 
made under this section shall be subject to 
such terms, conditions, and covenants relat- 
ing to repayment of principal, payment of in- 
terest, and other matters as may be estab- 
lished by the eligible lender. 

(2) MAXIMUM LOAN AMOUNT.—The Sec- 
retary, in consultation with the Small House 
Advisory Panel, shall determine the max- 
imum amount of any direct loan made under 
this section. 

(3) RATE OF INTEREST.—A direct loan made 
under this section shall bear interest at an 
annual rate of not more than 8 percent, or as 
determined by the Secretary. 
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(e) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.— 
There is authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section, $50,000,000 for each of 
fiscal years 2009 through 2013. Amounts ap- 
propriated under this subsection shall be 
available until expended. 

(f) TERMINATION.—The program shall ter- 
minate, and no loan may be made under this 
section, on or after the date that is 25 years 
after the date on which amounts are initially 
appropriated under subsection (e). 

SEC. 3. REPORT. 

Not later than 5 years after the date of en- 
actment of this Act, the Secretary of Health 
and Human Services shall submit to the ap- 
propriate committees of Congress a report on 
the small house nursing home loan program 
established under section 2(a). Such report 
shall include information on— 

(1) the use of direct loans made under the 
program to establish, renovate, and con- 
struct small house nursing homes that meet 
the requirements of section 2; 

(2) the quality of health care, quality of 
life, emotional well-being, ability to perform 
functions of daily living, and other outcomes 
found for residents of small house nursing 
homes, as compared to such outcomes found 
for residents of traditional nursing homes; 
and 

(3) staff wages, retention, and absenteeism 
rates, measures of staff satisfaction, and 
workload and staffing levels for small house 
nursing homes, as compared to traditional 
nursing homes. 


By Mr. SPECTER: 

S. 3733. A bill to require the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission to hold 
at least 1 public hearing before 
issuance of a permit affecting public or 
private land use in a locality; to the 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re- 
sources. 

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, I seek 
recognition to speak on legislation I 
am introducing that will require the 
Federal Energy Regulatory Commis- 
sion to hold at least one public hearing 
before issuance of a permit affecting 
public or private land use in a locality. 

Increasing demand for electricity 
throughout the Northeast is putting a 
strain on energy infrastructure in my 
state, necessitating new transmission 
lines and natural gas pipelines and the 
expansion of existing ones. In South- 
western and Northeast Pennsylvania 
transmission line expansions аге 
planned over hundreds of miles of pri- 
vate property, while in the Southeast 
natural gas pipeline expansions are un- 
derway. 

There is no doubt these projects can 
be invasive, and rarely do they fail to 
be controversial. I make a point of 
touching all of Pennsylvania’s 67 coun- 
ties each year. In traveling Pennsyl- 
vania this fall I heard a lot of com- 
plaints from constituents who oppose 
these infrastructure projects, and who 
felt their concerns were being ignored 
by the energy companies and by FERC. 

I realize there will always be some 
opposition to large infrastructure 
projects. What is unacceptable, how- 
ever, is for the voices of Pennsylva- 
nians to be ignored. It may be the case 
that these projects are necessary to 
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meet increased energy demand. None- 
theless, the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission must seriously consider 
and evaluate local concerns in a sen- 
sitive manner. 

To ensure citizens throughout the 
commonwealth have a voice in the de- 
velopment of energy infrastructure, my 
legislation will mandate that FERC 
hold an open hearing in the affected 
communities. State Public Utility 
Commissions, who have a great say in 
these matters, are beyond Congress’ 
reach. But where the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission is involved we 
can take steps to ensure that our con- 
stituents’ concerns receive due consid- 
eration. Holding a hearing may not 
lead to all sides agreeing on the proper 
route forward, but at the very least my 
Pennsylvania constituents will come 
away with the satisfaction of having 
publicly aired their grievances. 


By Ms. LANDRIEU: 

S. 8735. A bill to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to provide for the 
eligibility of computer technology and 
equipment development businesses for 
enterprise zone incentives; to the Com- 
mittee on Finance. 

Ms. LANDRIEU. Mr. President, I 
come to the floor today to speak on be- 
half of à program which I believe has 
been extremely helpful in helping 
rural/urban communities in my state of 
Louisiana. I would also like to discuss 
а, commonsense improvement to the 
program which I believe will allow 
these and other communities nation- 
wide to be at the cutting edge of 21st 
century innovation and research. In 
particular, to help spur economic de- 
velopment in distressed communities, 
the Congress enacted the Empower- 
ment Zone and Enterprise Community, 
EZ and EC, Program in 1993. In 2000, 
the Community Renewal Tax Relief 
Act further expanded this initiative by 
authorizing 40 Renewal Communities, 
RCs, and 9 more EZs. Overall, the RC/ 
EZ/EC Initiative provides these des- 
ignated communities with tax incen- 
tives, grants, loans, and technical as- 
sistance to encourage investment in 
communities that have experienced se- 
vere economic decline. According to 
the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, HUD, which over- 
sees the RC and EZ program, RC tax 
incentives are worth approximately 
$5.6 billion to eligible businesses of all 
sizes in Renewal Communities. EZ tax 
incentives are worth approximately 
$5.3 billion to small and large busi- 
nesses in Empowerment Zones. In gen- 
eral, the tax incentives encourage busi- 
nesses to open, expand, and to hire 
local residents. The administrative 
leaders of each Renewal Community 
and Empowerment Zone work closely 
with the Federal Government, busi- 
ness, and local community representa- 
tives to implement strategic plans to 
improve social/economic conditions 
throughout the designated areas. 
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As I mentioned, this program is of 
particular interest to Louisiana as we 
have two Urban Renewal Communities, 
in New Orleans and Ouachita Parish, 
and also have two Rural Renewal Com- 
munities, in central Louisiana and in 
northern Louisiana. These designations 
have been extremely helpful in attract- 
ing businesses to these areas of my 
state and in encouraging existing busi- 
nesses to expand their operations. How- 
ever, the designations are set to termi- 
nate in December 31, 2009. I remain 
committed to work with my Senate 
colleagues next year to update and re- 
authorize such programs as this pro- 
gram. That is because this program 
helps distressed communities nation- 
wide and is a key engine to spur public- 
private partnerships in rural/urban 
areas. 

While we often think of technology 
companies locating in areas such as 
Silicon Valley, California or the Re- 
search Triangle in North Carolina, 
Congress should not forget the role 
that rural small businesses and univer- 
sities play in fostering innovation and 
development. In Louisiana, we have 
multiple universities participating in 
these cutting edge research programs 
and collaborating with local small 
businesses. Louisiana Technical Uni- 
versity in Ruston, Louisiana, for exam- 
ple has grown into a leader in scientific 
research at a crucial time for the re- 
gion. This is because the Barksdale Air 
Force base located in Shreveport, 
which is 70 miles from Ruston, is look- 
ing to secure the permanent Cyber 
Command. This command would pro- 
tect the United States from cyber war- 
fare. All of the universities, colleges, 
and parishes in this area, including the 
University of Louisiana—Monroe, 
Grambling State University, and Lou- 
isiana State University—Shreveport 
are collaborating on securing this com- 
mand, which could mean thousands of 
jobs for the region. So big cities are 
not the only areas in the country that 
have growing technology sectors—rural 
communities also have these industries 
and would benefit from this common- 
sense correction to the program. Many 
of these rural communities are located 
in RC areas so it is important to sup- 
port this program. 

In the next Congress, as I mentioned, 
we will work to reauthorize the RC/EZ 
program. As we do this, I believe that, 
among other corrections, we must ad- 
dress one glaring problem with these 
programs. That is the reason why I am 
filing this legislation today as it makes 
an important correction to this pro- 
gram. I am pleased that my colleague, 
Congressman RODNEY ALEXANDER is in- 
troducing the companion bill in the 
House of Representatives. All three 
programs share the definition for a 
“qualified business" used for an EZ 
Business, which is Section 1397C of the 
Internal Revenue Code. For the EC and 
RC programs, this was legislated by 
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Congress by the use of а substitution of 
"Renewal Community" or “Enterprise 
Community” for Empowerment Zone" 
in the relevant section of the Internal 
Revenue Code, which is Section 
1394(0)(2)(А) for the EC program and 
Section 1400G for the RC program. 
Under this definition, generally any 
trade or business can be a qualified 
business; however, there is an excep- 
tion for а business that consists pri- 
marily to develop or hold intangibles 
for sale or license. This clear distinc- 
tion between businesses that trade 
“tangibles” versus those that trade in 
“intangibles” seems to be made as the 
intent was to encourage quality, high- 
wage manufacturing jobs in these 
areas. Businesses that trade in ‘‘intan- 
gibles" include companies that develop 
such things as patents, formulas, proc- 
esses, copyrights, literary/musical 
works. However, businesses which man- 
ufacture computer software and com- 
puter or peripheral equipment are also 
included in this group of category of 
businesses which trade in “intangible” 
products. I feel that this excludes an 
industry that provides high-wage, high- 
ly skilled jobs in communities which 
could most benefit from these types of 
employers. This apparent oversight 
from Congress seems to discourage 
software/technology companies from 
locating in these distressed commu- 
nities and does not reflect the fact that 
many of our rural/urban have excellent 
infrastructure to support them. Lastly, 
as an original cosponsor of the America 
COMPETES Act of 2007, I know how es- 
sential it is to promote U.S. tech- 
nology competitiveness and innova- 
tion. By allowing software/technology 
companies to locate or expand oper- 
ations in RC/EZ/EC communities, this 
would promote U.S. competitiveness 
and fully realize the intent of the pro- 
gram—to spur economic development 
in these distressed areas. 

To address this issue, the bill I am 
introducing today would clarify that 
companies which manufacture tech- 
nology/software development are eligi- 
ble for these RC/EZ incentives in tax- 
able years after enactment of the bill, 
provided they meet other requirements 
for the RC/EZ program. In particular, 
Section 1397C(d)(4) of the Internal Rev- 
enue Code of 1986 is amended to specify 
that businesses that trade in ‘‘intangi- 
bles" are excluded, with the exception 
of computer and software development 
companies. I would highlight that we 
are not creating a new definition from 
scratch or making new rules for the In- 
ternal Revenue Code, instead the bill 
uses the definition for computer and 
software companies that already exists 
elsewhere in the Internal Revenue 
Code. This definition, Section 
170(е)(6)(Е)(1) of the Internal Revenue 
Code, includes the following industries: 
computer software (as defined in sec- 
tion 197(e)(3)(B)), computer or periph- 
eral equipment (as defined by section 
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168(1)(2)(В)), and fiber optic cable re- 
lated to computer use. 


Furthermore, my staff has reviewed 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and com- 
mittee testimony since 1985 and could 
not find à clear Congressional intent to 
exclude software or technology devel- 
opment companies from the definition 
of a “qualified business" for this pro- 
gram. On the other hand, Congress spe- 
cifically prohibited the following busi- 
nesses: private or commercial golf 
courses, country clubs, massage par- 
lors, hot tub facilities, suntan facili- 
ties, racetracks or other facilities used 
for gambling, and liquor stores. Despite 
this specificity in relation to what in- 
dustries may/may not qualify, the law 
is silent on software/technology devel- 
opment companies. As I mentioned, 
this industry is simply caught up in an 
effort to not include companies that 
deal strictly in intellectual property, 
such as copyrights or patents. I believe 
that this warrants correction as we 
Should not exclude industries that are 
key drivers of economic development 
and those which are also essential to 
U.S. competitiveness. 


Let me give you another example of 
how the current setup of this program 
is really discouraging further job cre- 
ation and economic development. As 
currently structured, the renewal com- 
munity employment credit provides à 
15 percent credit for the first $10,000 of 
wages per year paid to each renewal 
community employee. So a bar in a RC/ 
EZ community would receive а tax 
credit for hiring another bartender but 
a software development company 
would currently not receive any incen- 
tive to hire another engineer. Not only 
does this discourage technology com- 
panies from locating in these areas but 
it is a disincentive for students grad- 
uating from universities or colleges in 
RC/EZ areas. I do not have a specific 
problem with including bars or res- 
taurants in this program as the hospi- 
tality sector is also important to Lou- 
isiana’s economy. However, I believe 
that computer/software companies 
should be given the opportunity to 
take advantage of these benefits that 
are already available to other indus- 
tries, provided they meet the other re- 
quirements for qualified businesses. 


In closing, I would like to note that 
while I understand that this would 
allow businesses currently not eligible 
for the program to receive benefits 
moving forward, it is my sincere belief 
that this correction would follow con- 
gressional intent with the program. 
This is because, in my view, the bill 
would further improve the ability of 
the RC/EZ program to spur economic 
development in distressed areas. It 
would accomplish this goal by ensuring 
that high-wage, high technology indus- 
tries are eligible to participate in the 
program. I urge my colleagues to sup- 
port this commonsense legislation. 
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Mr. President, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that the text of the bill be printed 
in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3735 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 

SECTION 1. ELIGIBILITY OF COMPUTER TECH- 
NOLOGY AND EQUIPMENT DEVELOP- 


MENT BUSINESSES FOR ENTER- 
PRISE ZONE INCENTIVES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 1397C(d)(4) of the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (relating to 
treatment of business holding intangibles) is 
amended by inserting ‘‘other than the devel- 
opment of any computer technology or 


equipment (as defined in section 
170(e)(6)((F)(i))”’ after “license”. 
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment 


made by this section shall apply to taxable 
years beginning after the date of the enact- 
ment of this Act. 


EE 


SUBMITTED RESOLUTIONS 


SENATE CONCURRERNT RESOLU- 
TION 107—EXPRESSING THE 
SENSE OF CONGRESS REGARD- 
ING THE RIGHTS OF MEMBERS 
OF CONGRESS (OR ANY EM- 
PLOYEE OF A MEMBER OF CON- 
GRESS AUTHORIZED BY THAT 
MEMBER) TO LEAD TOURS OF 
THE UNITED STATES CAPITOL 
COMPLEX 


Mr. BURR (for himself, Mr. NELSON 
of Nebraska, Mr. MARTINEZ, Mr. HAR- 
KIN, Mr. THUNE, Mr. NELSON of Florida, 
Mr. BUNNING, Mr. HATCH, Mr. INHOFE, 
and Mr. ENZI) submitted the following 
concurrent resolution; which was con- 
Sidered and agreed to: 

S. CON. RES. 107 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep- 
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) Members of Congress (or any employee 
of a Member of Congress authorized by that 
Member) should not be prohibited, with or 
without prior notice to the Architect of the 
Capitol, the Chief Executive Officer for Vis- 
itor Services, or the Capitol Guide Service, 
from taking guests or visitors into the pub- 
licly accessible areas of the United States 
Capitol complex during normal business 
hours; 

(2) nothing in this resolution shall be con- 
strued to affect the authority granted to em- 
ployees of Members of Congress by the re- 
spective Members relating to the movement 
of such employees through the United States 
Capitol complex; 

(3) at the direction of the Capitol Police 
Board or the fire marshal, the taking of 
guests or visitors into the publicly accessible 
areas of the United States Capitol complex 
by a Member of Congress (or any employee of 
a Member of Congress authorized by that 
Member) should be temporarily suspended or 
otherwise subject to restriction for safety or 
security reasons to the same extent as guid- 
ed tours of the United States Capitol com- 
plex which are led by the Architect of the 
Capitol or the Capitol Guide Service; and 

(4) nothing in this resolution shall be in- 
terpreted to contradict the Congressional 
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staff-led tour policy that ensures that tours 
of the Capitol are conducted by staff mem- 
bers who have undergone mandatory life 
safety and historical accuracy training. 


EEE 


AMENDMENTS SUBMITTED AND 
PROPOSED 


SA 5699. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an 
amendment which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 5700. Mr. BAUCUS submitted an amend- 
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 7005, to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to provide alternative minimum 
tax relief for individuals for 2008; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 5701. Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. 
SHELBY) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 7005, 
supra; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 5702. Mr. ENSIGN (for himself and Mr. 
SHELBY) submitted an amendment intended 
to be proposed by him to the bill H.R. 7321, 
to authorize financial assistance to eligible 
automobile manufacturers, and for other 
purposes; which was ordered to lie on the 
table. 

SA 5708. Mr. CORKER submitted an amend- 
ment which was ordered to lie on the table. 

SA 5704. Mr. DODD submitted an amend- 
ment intended to be proposed by him to the 
bill H.R. 7005, to amend the Internal Revenue 
Code of 1986 to provide alternative minimum 
tax relief for individuals for 2008; which was 
ordered to lie on the table. 


_—— 
TEXT OF AMENDMENTS 


SA 5699. Mr. SESSIONS submitted an 
amendment which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the end of the bill, add the following: 
SEC. 22. REQUIREMENT FOR USE OF EMPLOY- 

MENT ELIGIBILITY VERIFICATION. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each employer, con- 
tractor, interested party, or other entity 
that hires any individual for employment in 
the United States and receives any type of 
Federal financial assistance under section 4 
of this Act or under section 101(a) of the 
Emergency Economic Stabilization Act of 
2008 (Public Law 110-343), shall participate in 
the basic pilot program described in section 
403(a) of the Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (divi- 
sion C of Public Law 104-208; 8 U.S.C. 1324a 
note). 

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 
402(e) of the Illegal Immigration Reform and 
Immigrant Responsibility Act of 1996 (8 
U.S.C. 1324a note) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating paragraphs (2) and (3) 
as paragraphs (3) and (4), respectively; and 

(2) by inserting after paragraph (1) the fol- 
lowing: 

**(2) CERTAIN RECIPIENTS OF FEDERAL FINAN- 
CIAL  ASSISTANCE.—Each employer, con- 
tractor, interested party, or other entity 
that receives any type of Federal financial 
assistance under section 4 of the Auto Indus- 
try Financing and Restructuring Act or 
under section 101(a) of the Emergency Eco- 
nomic Stabilization Act of 2008 (Public Law 
110-843), shall elect to participate in the 
basic pilot program described in section 
403(a).’’. 


SA 5700. Mr. BAUCUS submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 7005, to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro- 
vide alternative minimum tax relief for 
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individuals for 2008; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 
Strike section 18. 


SA 5701. Mr. ENSIGN (for himself 
and Mr. SHELBY) submitted an amend- 
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 7005, to amend the In- 
ternal Revenue Code of 1986 to provide 
alternative minimum tax relief for in- 
dividuals for 2008; which was ordered to 
lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike all after the first word and insert 
the following: 

SECTION 1. BANKRUPTCY FILING REQUIRED. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in accord- 
ance with sections 2, 3, and 4, shall provide 
financial assistance to any eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer that has filed for bank- 
ruptcy protection under chapter 11 of title 
11, United States Code, during the 12-month 
period following the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

SEC. 2. DEBTOR IN POSSESSION FINANCING PRO- 
VIDED. 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall provide debtor-in-possession 
financing, on a direct or guaranteed basis, to 
any eligible automobile manufacturer that 
has filed for bankruptcy protection under 
chapter 11 of title 11, United States Code, 
during the 12-month period following the 
date of enactment of this Act, in accordance 
with subsection (b). Such financing shall be 
subject to such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary of the Treasury determines appro- 
priate for purposes of this Act. 

(b) FUNDING.— 

(1) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Such sums are appro- 
priated to the Secretary of the Treasury as 
are necessary for the purpose of providing 
not more than $25,000,000,000 in financial as- 
sistance under this Act. The Secretary of En- 
ergy shall make available to the Secretary 
of the Treasury $7,510,000,000 of funds made 
available under section 129 of division A of 
the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assist- 
ance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009, relating to funding for the manufacture 
of advanced technology vehicles, which shall 
reduce the appropriation under this para- 
graph. 

(B) CONTINUING APPLICATION PROCESS.—No 
provision of this section shall be construed 
as prohibiting or limiting the Secretary of 
Energy from processing applications for 
loans under section 186 of the Energy Inde- 
pendence and Security Act of 2007. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated to the Secretary of En- 
ergy, sums as may be necessary for the pur- 
pose of replenishing the funds made avail- 
able to the Secretary of the Treasury under 
subsection (a). 

SEC. 3. FEDERAL GUARANTEE OF WARRANTIES. 

During the period in which any eligible 
automobile manufacturer is subject to the 
jurisdiction of the bankruptcy court pursu- 
ant to a filing for bankruptcy protection 
under title 11, United States Code, the Fed- 
eral Government shall provide a guarantee, 
backed by the full faith and credit of the 
United States, of any warranty on any new 
vehicle offered by the eligible automobile 
manufacturer, on terms and conditions that 
are substantially similar to those offered by 
the eligible automobile manufacturer prior 
to filing for bankruptcy protection, and in 
accordance with such procedures as the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury determines are appro- 
priate for purposes of this Act. 
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SEC. 4. OTHER INTERESTS SUBORDINATED. 

Any other obligation of an eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer that receives a loan or 
other financial assistance under this Act 
shall be subordinate to such loan or assist- 
ance, and such loan or assistance shall be 
senior and prior to all other obligations, li- 
abilities, and debts of the eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer, and such eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer shall provide to the 
Government, all available security and col- 
lateral against which the loans under this 
Act shall be secured. 

SEC. 5. REGULATIONS REQUIRED. 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall issue 
such rules, standards, and guidelines as may 
be necessary to carry out this Act, and may 
utilize the services of or contract with pri- 
vate entities, as necessary to provide the 
guarantee under section 3. 

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, such amounts 
as are necessary to carry out section 3 of this 
Act, including administrative costs to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Act, the term “eligible 
automobile manufacturer" means an auto- 
mobile manufacturer that submitted а plan 
to the Congress on December 2, 2008. 

SEC. 8. EMERGENCY DESIGNATION. 

Amounts provided by this Act are des- 
ignated as an emergency requirement and 
necessary to meet emergency needs pursuant 
to section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 21 (110th Con- 
gress), the concurrent resolution on the 
budget for fiscal year 2008. 


SA 5702. Mr. ENSIGN (for himself 
and Mr. SHELBY) submitted an amend- 
ment intended to be proposed by him 
to the bill H.R. 7321, to authorize finan- 
cial assistance to eligible automobile 
manufacturers, and for other purposes; 
which was ordered to lie on the table; 
as follows: 


Strike all after the first word and insert 
the following: 

SECTION 1. BANKRUPTCY FILING REQUIRED. 

The Secretary of the Treasury, in accord- 
ance with sections 2, 3, and 4, shall provide 
financial assistance to any eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer that has filed for bank- 
ruptcy protection under chapter 11 of title 
11, United States Code, during the 12-month 
period following the date of enactment of 
this Act. 

SEC. 2. DEBTOR IN POSSESSION FINANCING PRO- 
VIDED. 

(a) AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of the 
Treasury shall provide debtor-in-possession 
financing, on a direct or guaranteed basis, to 
any eligible automobile manufacturer that 
has filed for bankruptcy protection under 
chapter 11 of title 11, United States Code, 
during the 12-month period following the 
date of enactment of this Act, in accordance 
with subsection (b). Such financing shall be 
subject to such terms and conditions as the 
Secretary of the Treasury determines appro- 
priate for purposes of this Act. 

(b) FUNDING.— 

(1) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Such sums are appro- 
priated to the Secretary of the Treasury as 
are necessary for the purpose of providing 
not more than $25,000,000,000 in financial as- 
sistance under this Act. The Secretary of En- 
ergy shall make available to the Secretary 
of the Treasury $7,510,000,000 of funds made 
available under section 129 of division A of 
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the Consolidated Security, Disaster Assist- 
ance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009, relating to funding for the manufacture 
of advanced technology vehicles, which shall 
reduce the appropriation under this para- 
graph. 

(B) CONTINUING APPLICATION PROCESS.—No 
provision of this section shall be construed 
as prohibiting or limiting the Secretary of 
Energy from processing applications for 
loans under section 186 of the Energy Inde- 
pendence and Security Act of 2007. 

(2) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated to the Secretary of En- 
ergy, sums aS may be necessary for the pur- 
pose of replenishing the funds made avail- 
able to the Secretary of the Treasury under 
subsection (a). 

SEC. 3. FEDERAL GUARANTEE OF WARRANTIES. 

During the period in which any eligible 
automobile manufacturer is subject to the 
jurisdiction of the bankruptcy court pursu- 
ant to a filing for bankruptcy protection 
under title 11, United States Code, the Fed- 
eral Government shall provide a guarantee, 
backed by the full faith and credit of the 
United States, of any warranty on any new 
vehicle offered by the eligible automobile 
manufacturer, on terms and conditions that 
are substantially similar to those offered by 
the eligible automobile manufacturer prior 
to filing for bankruptcy protection, and in 
accordance with such procedures as the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury determines are appro- 
priate for purposes of this Act. 

SEC. 4. OTHER INTERESTS SUBORDINATED. 

Any other obligation of an eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer that receives a loan or 
other financial assistance under this Act 
shall be subordinate to such loan or assist- 
ance, and such loan or assistance shall be 
senior and prior to all other obligations, li- 
abilities, and debts of the eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer, and such eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer shall provide to the 
Government, all available security and col- 
lateral against which the loans under this 
Act shall be secured. 

SEC. 5. REGULATIONS REQUIRED. 

The Secretary of the Treasury shall issue 
such rules, standards, and guidelines as may 
be necessary to carry out this Act, and may 
utilize the services of or contract with pri- 
vate entities, as necessary to provide the 
guarantee under section 3. 

SEC. 6. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, such amounts 
as are necessary to carry out section 3 of this 
Act, including administrative costs to the 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

SEC. 7. DEFINITIONS. 

As used in this Act, the term ‘‘eligible 
automobile manufacturer" means an auto- 
mobile manufacturer that submitted a plan 
to the Congress on December 2, 2008. 

SEC. 8. EMERGENCY DESIGNATION. 

Amounts provided by this Act are des- 
ignated as an emergency requirement and 
necessary to meet emergency needs pursuant 
to section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 21 (110th Con- 
gress), the concurrent resolution on the 
budget for fiscal year 2008. 


SA 5703. Mr. CORKER submitted an 
amendment which was ordered to lie on 
the table; as follows: 

At the appropriate place, insert the fol- 
lowing: 

SEC. . ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS. 

(а) LOAN CONDITIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—As a condition of receiv- 
ing financial assistance under this Act, each 
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eligible automobile manufacturer shall com- 
ply with the following conditions, including 
entering into new agreements or contracts 
or modifying any agreement or contract, 
notwithstanding any other provision of law 
(including the Employee Retirement Income 
Security Act of 1974, and collective bar- 
gaining agreements and contracts of employ- 
ment), as required to meet such conditions: 

(A) No eligible automobile manufacturer 
may receive a loan or other assistance under 
this Act, unless such manufacturer reduces 
its outstanding unsecured indebtedness 
(other than with respect to pension and em- 
ployee benefits obligations) by not less than 
two thirds, through a debt for equity ex- 
change. 

(B) Notwithstanding paragraph (2), for the 
period beginning not later than March 31, 
2009 and ending on the termination date ap- 
plicable under such paragraph, the eligible 
automobile manufacturer shall— 

(i) reduce the total amount of compensa- 
tion, including wages and benefits, paid to 
employees of the manufacturer so that the 
average of such total amount, per hour and 
per person, is an amount that is equal to the 
average total amount of such compensation, 
as certified by the Secretary of Labor, paid 
per hour and per person to employees of Nis- 
san Motor Company, Toyota Motor Corpora- 
tion, or American Honda Motor Company 
whose site of employment is in the United 
States; and 

(ii) ensure that the work rules that apply 
to the employees of the manufacturer are on 
par with the work rules for the employees of 
Nissan Motor Company, Toyota Motor Cor- 
poration, or American Honda Motor Com- 
pany whose site of employment is in the 
United States. 

(C) Not less than one-half of the value of 
each payment or contribution made by the 
eligible automobile manufacturer to the ac- 
count of the voluntary employees bene- 
ficiary association (or similar account) of a 
labor organization representing the employ- 
ees of the manufacturer shall be made in the 
form of the stock of the manufacturer, and 
the total value of any such payment or con- 
tribution shall not exceed the amount of any 
such payment or contribution that was re- 
quired for such time period under the collec- 
tive bargaining agreement that applied as of 
the day before the date of enactment of this 
Act. 

(D) The eligible automobile manufacturer 
shall immediately eliminate the payment of 
any compensation or benefits to employees 
of the manufacturer who have been fired, 
laid off, furloughed, or idled, other than cus- 
tomary severance pay. 

(E) The eligible automobile manufacturer 
shall agree to the requirements of subsection 
(b). 

(2) DURATION.—Each eligible automobile 
manufacturer that has received a loan or 
other assistance under this Act shall comply 
with the requirements of subparagraphs (A) 
through (E) of paragraph (1) during the pe- 
riod beginning on the date on which the loan 
or assistance is approved and ending on the 
date on which the manufacturer has paid the 
full amount of the obligation under the loan, 
including any applicable interest. 

(3) APPLICABILITY.—The requirements of 
paragraph (1) shall apply to each eligible 
automobile manufacturer that receives any 
financial assistance under this Act. 

(b) PENALTY FOR NONCOMPLIANCE.— 

(1) REPAYMENT OR BANKRUPTCY.—The out- 
standing obligations of a loan or other finan- 
cial assistance made under this Act shall be- 
come due, and the eligible automobile manu- 
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facturer that received such loan or financial 
assistance shall immediately repay the full 
amount of such obligations to the Secretary 
or, if unable to make such full repayment, 
immediately file for bankruptcy under chap- 
ter 11 of title 11, United States Code, if— 

(A) by March 15, 2009, an eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer that received a loan or 
other assistance under this Act has not im- 
plemented and fully carried out the require- 
ments of subsection (a)(1)(A) in a long-term 
and sustainable manner, as determined by 
the Secretary; or 

(B) by March 31, 2009, and during the period 
of applicability described in subsection 
(a)(2), the manufacturer fails to comply with 
the requirements of subparagraphs (B) 
through (E) of subsection (a)(1). 

(2) DEPOSIT OF FUNDS IN TREASURY.—All 
funds from an eligible automobile manufac- 
turer received under paragraph (1) shall be 
deposited in the Treasury of the United 
States. 


SA 5704. Mr. DODD submitted an 
amendment intended to be proposed by 
him to the bill H.R. 7005, to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to pro- 
vide alternative minimum tax relief for 
individuals for 2008; which was ordered 
to lie on the table; as follows: 

Strike all after the enacting clause and in- 
sert the following: 

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE; TABLE OF CONTENTS. 

(a) SHORT TITLE.—This Act may be cited as 
the ‘‘Auto Industry Financing and Restruc- 
turing Act". 

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of con- 
tents for this Act is as follows: 


Sec. 1. Short title; table of contents. 

Sec. 2. Findings and purposes. 

Sec. 3. Presidential designation. 

Sec. 4. Bridge financing. 

Sec. 5. Restructuring progress assessment. 

Sec. 6. Submission of plans. 

Sec. 7. Financing for restructuring. 

Sec. 8. Disapproval and call of loan. 

Sec. 9. Allocation. 

Sec. 10. Funding. 

Sec. 11. Terms and conditions. 

Sec. 12. Taxpayer protection. 

Sec. 18. Oversight and audits. 

Sec. 14. Automobile manufacturers’ study 
on potential manufacturing of 
transit vehicles. 

Sec. 15. Reporting and monitoring. 

Sec. 16. Report to Congress on lack of 
progress toward achieving an 
acceptable negotiated plan. 

Sec. 17. Submission of plan to Congress by 
the President’s designee. 

Sec. 18. Guarantee of leases of qualified 
transportation property. 

Sec. 19. Coordination with other laws. 

Sec. 20. Treatment of restructuring for pur- 
poses of applying limitations on 
net operating loss 
carryforwards and certain 


built-in losses. 
Sec. 21. Emergency designation. 
SEC. 2. FINDINGS AND PURPOSES. 

(a) FINDINGS.—The Congress finds the fol- 
lowing: 

(1) A combination of factors, including er- 
rors in the business model of domestic auto- 
mobile manufacturers, and emergency eco- 
nomic circumstances, has prevented the do- 
mestic automobile industry from securing 
credit from other sources, and has led to the 
possibility of the failure of the domestic 
automobile industry, which failure would 
have a systemic adverse effect on the econ- 
omy. 
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(2) Therefore, action in the form of finan- 
cial aid to the domestic automobile industry 
is necessary to stabilize the economy. 

(b) PURPOSES.—The purposes of this Act 
are— 

(1) to immediately provide authority and 
facilities to restore liquidity and stability to 
the domestic automobile industry in the 
United States; and 

(2) to ensure that such authority and such 
facilities are used in a manner that— 

(A) results in a viable and competitive do- 
mestic automobile industry that minimizes 
adverse effects on the environment; 

(B) enhances the ability and the capacity 
of the domestic automobile industry to pur- 
sue the timely and aggressive production of 
energy-efficient advanced technology vehi- 
cles; 

(C) preserves and promotes the jobs of 
American workers employed directly by the 
domestic automobile industry and in related 
industries; 

(D) safeguards the ability of the domestic 
automobile industry to provide retirement 
and health care benefits for the industry’s 
retirees and their dependents; and 

(E) stimulates manufacturing and sales of 
automobiles produced by automobile manu- 
facturers in the United States. 

SEC. 3. PRESIDENTIAL DESIGNATION. 

(a) DESIGNATION.—The President shall des- 
ignate 1 or more officers from the Executive 
Branch having appropriate expertise in such 
areas as economic stabilization, financial aid 
to commerce and industry, financial restruc- 
turing, energy efficiency, and environmental 
protection (who shall hereinafter in this Act 
be collectively referred to as the ‘‘Presi- 
dent’s designee") to carry out the purposes 
of this Act, including the facilitation of re- 
structuring necessary to achieve the long- 
term financial viability of domestic auto- 
mobile manufacturers, who shall serve at the 
pleasure of the President. 

(b) ADDITIONAL PERSONS.—The President or 
the President’s designee may also employ, 
appoint, or contract with additional persons 
having such expertise as the President or the 
President’s designee believes will assist the 
Government in carrying out the purposes of 
this Act. 

(c) PARTICIPATION BY OTHER AGENCY PER- 
SONNEL.—Other Federal agencies may pro- 
vide, at the request of the President’s des- 
ignee, staff on detail from such agencies for 
purposes of carrying out this Act. 

SEC. 4. BRIDGE FINANCING. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—The President’s designee 
shall authorize and direct the disbursement 
of bridge loans or enter into commitments 
for lines of credit to each automobile manu- 
facturer that submitted a plan to the Con- 
gress on December 2, 2008 (hereafter in this 
Act referred to as an ‘eligible automobile 
manufacturer’’), and has submitted a request 
for such loan or commitment. 

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—All funds that 
are available pursuant to section 10 to pro- 
vide bridge financing or commitments for 
lines of credit to eligible automobile manu- 
facturers, after taking into account the res- 
ervation of funds under section 10(a)(2), shall 
be used for the purposes described in section 
10(a). No new funds shall be available to any 
eligible automobile manufacturer for the 
purposes of this section after the date on 
which the President's designee has approved 
а restructuring plan under section 6 for such 
eligible automobile manufacturer. 

(с) AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—The Presi- 
dent's designee shall authorize bridge loans 
or commitments for lines of credit to each 
eligible automobile manufacturer in an 
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amount that is intended to facilitate the 
continued operations of the eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer and to prevent the fail- 
ure of the eligible automobile manufacturer, 
consistent with the plan submitted on De- 
cember 2, 2008, and subject to available 
funds. 

(d) ALLOCATION.—The President's designee 
Shall authorize the disbursements or com- 
mitments under this section in accordance 
with the allocation priorities set forth in 
subsections (a) and (b) of section 9. 
SEC. 5. RESTRUCTURING PROGRESS 

MENT. 

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF MEASURES FOR А8- 
SESSING PROGRESS.—Not later than January 
1, 2009, the President's designee shall deter- 
mine appropriate measures for assessing the 
progress of each eligible automobile manu- 
facturer toward transforming the plan sub- 
mitted by such manufacturer to the Con- 
gress on December 2, 2008, into the restruc- 
turing plan to be submitted under section 
6(b). 

(b) EVALUATION OF PROGRESS ON BASIS OF 
RESTRUCTURING PROGRESS ASSESSMENT 
MEASURES.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— The President's designee 
Shall evaluate the progress of each eligible 
automobile manufacturer toward the devel- 
opment of а restructuring plan, on the basis 
of the restructuring progress assessment 
measures established under this section for 
Such manufacturer. 

(2  TrMING.—Each evaluation required 
under paragraph (1) for any eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer shall be conducted at 
the end of the 45-day period beginning on the 
date on which the restructuring progress as- 
sessment measures were established by the 
President's designee for such eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer. 

SEC. 6. SUBMISSION OF PLANS. 

(а) NEGOTIATED PLANS.— 

(1) FACILITATION.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—Beginning on the date of 
the enactment of this Act, the President's 
designee shall seek to facilitate agreement 
on any restructuring plan to achieve and 
sustain the long-term viability, inter- 
national competitiveness, and energy effi- 
ciency of an eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, negotiated and agreed to by represent- 
atives of interested parties (in this Act re- 
ferred to as a ‘‘negotiated plan’’) with re- 
spect to any eligible automobile manufac- 
turer. 

(B) INTERESTED PARTIES.—For purposes of 
this section, the term interested party" 
shall be construed broadly so as to include 
all persons who have a direct financial inter- 
est in à particular automobile manufacturer, 
including— 

(i) employees and retirees of the eligible 
automobile manufacturer; 

(ii) trade unions; 

(iii) creditors; 

(iv) suppliers; 

(v) automobile dealers; and 

(vi) shareholders. 

(2) ACTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT'S DESIGNEE.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.—For the purpose of 
achieving а negotiated plan, the President's 
designee may convene, chair, and conduct 
formal and informal meetings, discussions, 
and consultations, as appropriate, with in- 
terested parties of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer. 

(B) CLARIFICATION.— The Federal Advisory 
Committee Act shall not apply with respect 
to any of the activities conducted or taken 
by the President's designee pursuant to this 
Act. 

(b) RESTRUCTURING PLAN.—Not later than 
March 31, 2009, each eligible automobile 
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manufacturer shall submit to the President's 
designee a restructuring plan to achieve and 
sustain the long-term viability,  inter- 
national competitiveness, and energy effi- 
ciency of the eligible automobile manufac- 
turer (in this Act referred to as the ‘‘restruc- 
turing plan") in accordance with this sec- 
tion. The President's designee shall approve 
the restructuring plan if the President's des- 
ignee determines that the plan will result 
in— 

(1) the repayment of all Government-pro- 
vided financing, consistent with the terms 
Specified in section 11, or otherwise agreed 
to; 

(2) the ability— 

(A) to comply with applicable Federal fuel 
efficiency and emissions requirements; 

(B) to commence domestic manufacturing 
of advanced technology vehicles, as de- 
scribed in section 136 of the Energy Inde- 
pendence and Security Act of 2007 (Public 
Law 110-140; 42 U.S.C. 17013); and 

(C) to produce new and existing products 
and capacity (including as described in sec- 
tion 14); 

(3) the achievement of a positive net 
present value, using reasonable assumptions 
and taking into account all existing and pro- 
jected future costs, including repayment of 
any financial assistance provided pursuant 
to this Act; 

(4) efforts to rationalize costs, capitaliza- 
tion, and capacity with respect to the manu- 
facturing workforce, suppliers, and dealer- 
Ships of the eligible automobile manufac- 
turer; 

(5) proposals to restructure existing debt, 
including, where appropriate, the conversion 
of debt to equity, to improve the ability of 
the eligible automobile manufacturer to 
raise private capital; and 

(6) a product mix and cost structure that is 
competitive in the United States market- 
place. 

(c) EXTENSION OF NEGOTIATIONS AND PLAN 
DEADLINE.—Notwithstanding the time limi- 
tations in subsection (b), the President's des- 
ignee, upon making a determination that the 
interested parties are negotiating in good 
faith, are making significant progress, and 
that an additional period of time would like- 
ly facilitate agreement on a negotiated plan, 
and upon notification of the Congress, may 
extend for not longer than 30 additional days 
the negotiation period under subsection (b). 
SEC. 7. FINANCING FOR RESTRUCTURING. 

Upon approval by the President’s designee 
of a restructuring plan, the President’s des- 
ignee may provide financial assistance to an 
eligible automobile manufacturer to imple- 
ment the restructuring plan. 

SEC. 8. DISAPPROVAL AND CALL OF LOAN. 

If the President’s designee has not ap- 
proved the restructuring plan at the expira- 
tion of the period provided in section 6 for 
submission and approval of the restructuring 
plan, the President’s designee shall call the 
loan or cancel the commitment within 30 
days, unless a restructuring plan is approved 
within that period. 

SEC. 9. ALLOCATION. 

(a) PRIORITIZING ALLOCATION.—The Presi- 
dent’s designee shall prioritize allocation of 
the provision of financial assistance under 
this Act to any eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, based on— 

(1) the necessity of the financial assistance 
for the continued operation of the eligible 
automobile manufacturer; 

(2) the potential impact of the failure of 
the eligible automobile manufacturer on the 
United States economy; and 

(8) the ability to utilize the financial as- 
sistance optimally to satisfy the operational 
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and long-term restructuring requirements of 
the eligible automobile manufacturer. 

(b) ORDER OF PRIORITY; SECTION 4.—For 
purposes of allocating bridge loans or com- 
mitments pursuant to section 4, the Presi- 
dent’s designee shall prioritize the consider- 
ations set forth in subsection (a) in the fol- 
lowing order: paragraph (1), paragraph (2), 
and paragraph (3). 

(c) ORDER OF PRIORITY; SECTION 7.—For 
purposes of allocating financial assistance 
for restructuring pursuant to section 7, the 
President’s designee shall prioritize the con- 
siderations set forth in subsection (a) in the 
following order: paragraph (3), paragraph (2), 
and paragraph (1). 

SEC. 10. FUNDING. 

(a) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Such sums are appro- 
priated as are necessary for the purpose of 
providing funds to support up to 
$14,000,000,000 in loans under this Act. The 
Secretary of Energy shall make available to 
the President’s designee $7,010,000,000 of 
funds made available under section 129 of di- 
vision A of the Consolidated Security, Dis- 
aster Assistance, and Continuing Appropria- 
tions Act, 2009, relating to funding for the 
manufacture of advanced technology vehi- 
cles, which shall reduce the appropriation 
under this paragraph. 

(2) RESERVATION FOR CERTAIN PURPOSES.— 
The Secretary of Energy shall reserve 
$500,000,000 of the amounts made available 
under paragraph (1) for purposes of section 
136 of the Energy Independence and Security 
Act of 2007 (Public Law 110-140; 42 U.S.C. 
17018). 

(3) CONTINUING APPLICATION PROCESS.—No 
provision of this section shall be construed 
as prohibiting or limiting the Secretary of 
Energy from processing applications for 
loans under section 186 of the Energy Inde- 
pendence and Security Act of 2007. 

(b) AUTHORIZATION.—There are authorized 
to be appropriated to the Secretary of En- 
ergy, sums aS may be necessary for the pur- 
pose of replenishing the funds made avail- 
able to the President’s designee under sub- 
section (a)(1). 

SEC. 11. TERMS AND CONDITIONS. 

(a) DURATION.—The duration of any loan 
made under this Act shall be 7 years, or such 
longer period as the President’s designee 
may determine with respect to such loan. 

(b) RATE OF INTEREST; TIMING OF PAY- 
MENTS.— 

(1) RATE OF INTEREST.—The annual rate of 
interest for a loan under this Act shall be— 

(A) 5 percent during the 5-year period be- 
ginning on the date on which the President’s 
designee disburses the loan; and 

(B) 9 percent after the end of the period de- 
scribed in subparagraph (A). 

(2) TIMING OF PAYMENTS.—Payments of in- 
terest on loans under this Act shall be made 
semiannually. 

(с) NO PREPAYMENT PENALTY.—A loan 
made under this Act shall be prepayable 
without penalty at any time. 

(d) INFORMATION ACCESS.—As a condition 
for the receipt of any financial assistance 
made under this Act, an eligible automobile 
manufacturer shall agree— 

(1) to allow the President’s designee to ex- 
amine any books, papers, records, or other 
data of the eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, and those of any subsidiary, affiliate, 
or entity holding an ownership interest of 50 
percent or more of such automobile manu- 
facturer, that may be relevant to the finan- 
cial assistance, including compliance with 
the terms of a loan or any conditions im- 
posed under this Act; and 
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(2) to provide in à timely manner any in- 
formation requested by the President's des- 
ignee, including requiring any officer or em- 
ployee of the eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, any subsidiary, affiliate, or entity re- 
ferred to in paragraph (1) with respect to 
such manufacturer, or any person having 
possession, custody, or care of the reports 
and records required under paragraph (1), to 
appear before the President's designee at a 
time and place requested and to provide such 
books, papers, records, or other data, as re- 
quested, as may be relevant or material. 

(e) OVERSIGHT OF TRANSACTIONS AND FINAN- 
CIAL CONDITION.— 

(1) DUTY TO INFORM.—During the period in 
which any loan extended under this Act re- 
mains outstanding, the eligible automobile 
manufacturer which received such loan shall 
promptly inform the President's designee 
of— 

(A) any asset sale, investment, contract, 
commitment, or other transaction proposed 
to be entered into by such eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer that has a value in ex- 
cess of $100,000,000; and 

(B) any other material change in the finan- 
cial condition of such eligible automobile 
manufacturer. 

(2 AUTHORITY OF THE PRESIDENT'S DES- 
IGNEE.—During the period in which any loan 
extended under this Act remains out- 
standing, the President’s designee may— 

(A) review any asset sale, investment, con- 
tract, commitment, or other transaction de- 
scribed in paragraph (1); and 

(B) prohibit the eligible automobile manu- 
facturer which received the loan from con- 
summating any such proposed sale, invest- 
ment, contract, commitment, or other trans- 
action, if the President’s designee deter- 
mines that consummation of such trans- 
action would be inconsistent with or detri- 
mental to the long-term viability of the eli- 
gible automobile manufacturer. 

(3) PROCEDURES.—The President's designee 
may establish procedures for conducting any 
review under this subsection. 

(f) CONSEQUENCES FOR FAILURE TO CoM- 
PLY.—The terms of any financial assistance 
made under this Act shall provide that if— 

(1) an evaluation by the President's des- 
ignee under section 5(b) demonstrates that 
the eligible automobile manufacturer which 
received the financial assistance has failed 
to make adequate progress towards meeting 
the restructuring progress assessment meas- 
ures established by the President's designee 
under section 5(a) with respect to such re- 
cipient; 

(2) after March 31, 2009, the eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer which received the fi- 
nancial assistance fails to submit an accept- 
able restructuring plan under section 6(b), or 
fails to comply with any conditions or re- 
quirement applicable under this Act or appli- 
cable Federal fuel efficiency and emissions 
requirements; or 

(3) after а restructuring plan of an eligible 
automobile manufacturer has been approved 
by the President's designee, the auto manu- 
facturer fails to make adequate progress in 
the implementation of the plan, as deter- 
mined by the President's designee, 
the repayment of any loan may be acceler- 
ated to such earlier date or dates as the 
President's designee may determine and any 
other financial assistance may be cancelled 
by the President's designee. 

SEC. 12. TAXPAYER PROTECTION. 

(a) WARRANTS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—The President's designee 
may not provide any loan under this Act, un- 
less the President's designee, or such depart- 
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ment or agency as is designated for such pur- 
pose by the President, receives from the eli- 
gible automobile manufacturer— 

(A) in the case of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer, the securities of which are 
traded on а national securities exchange, а 
warrant giving the right to the President's 
designee to receive nonvoting common stock 
or preferred stock in such eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer, or voting stock, with 
respect to which the President's designee 
agrees not to exercise voting power, as the 
President's designee determines appropriate; 
or 

(B) in the case of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer other than one described in 
subparagraph (A), а warrant for common or 
preferred stock, or an instrument that is the 
economic equivalent of such a warrant in the 
holding company of the eligible automobile 
manufacturer, or any company that controls 
a majority stake in the eligible automobile 
manufacturer, as determined by the Presi- 
dent's designee. 

(2) AMOUNT.— 

(A) IN GENERAL.— The warrants or instru- 
ments described in paragraph (1) shall have à 
value equal to 20 percent of the aggregate 
amount of all loans provided to the eligible 
automobile manufacturer under this Act. 
Such warrants or instruments shall entitle 
the Government to purchase— 

(i) nonvoting common stock, up to a max- 
imum amount of 20 percent of the issued and 
outstanding common stock of— 

(D the eligible automobile manufacturer; 
or 

(ID in the case of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer, the securities of which are 
not traded on a national securities exchange, 
a holding company or company that controls 
a majority of the stock thereof (in this sec- 
tion referred to as the ‘‘warrant common"); 
and 

(ii) preferred stock having an aggregate 
liquidation preference equal to 20 percent of 
such aggregate loan amount, less the value 
of common stock available for purchase 
under the warrant common (in this section 
referred to as the ‘warrant preferred"). 

(B) COMMON STOCK WARRANT PRICE.—The 
exercise price on a warrant or instrument de- 
scribed in paragraph (1) shall be— 

(i) the 15-day moving average, as of Decem- 
ber 2, 2008, of the market price of the com- 
mon stock of the eligible automobile manu- 
facturer which received any loan under this 
Act; or 

(ii) in the case of an eligible automobile 
manufacturer, the securities of which are 
not traded on a national securities exchange, 
the economic equivalent of the market price 
described in clause (i), as determined by the 
President’s designee. 

(C) TERMS OF PREFERRED STOCK WARRANT.— 

(i) IN GENERAL.—The initial exercise price 
for the preferred stock warrant shall be $0.01 
per share or such greater amount as the cor- 
porate charter may require as the par value 
per share of the warrant preferred. The Gov- 
ernment shall have the right to immediately 
exercise the warrants. 

(ii) REDEMPTION.—The warrant preferred 
may be redeemed at any time after exercise 
of the preferred stock warrant at 100 percent 
of its issue price, plus any accrued and un- 
paid dividends. 

(iii) OTHER TERMS AND CONDITIONS.—Other 
terms and conditions of the warrant pre- 
ferred shall be determined by the President’s 
designee to protect the interests of tax- 
payers. 

(3) APPLICATION OF OTHER PROVISIONS OF 
LAW.—Except as otherwise provided in this 
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section, the requirements for the purchase of 
warrants under section 113(d)(2) of the Emer- 
gency Economic Stabilization Act of 2008 (di- 
vision A of Public Law 110-348) shall apply to 
any warrant or instrument described in para- 
graph (1) including the antidilution protec- 
tion provisions therein. 

(b) EXECUTIVE COMPENSATION AND COR- 
PORATE GOVERNANCE.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—During the period in 
which any financial assistance under this 
Act remains outstanding, the eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer which received such as- 
sistance shall be subject to— 

(A) the standards established by the Presi- 
dent's designee under paragraph (2); and 

(B) the provisions of section 162(m)(5) of 
the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as appli- 
cable. 

(2) STANDARDS REQUIRED.— The President's 
designee shall require any eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer which received any fi- 
nancial assistance under this Act to meet ap- 
propriate standards for executive compensa- 
tion and corporate governance. 

(3) SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS.— The standards 
established under paragraph (2) shall in- 
clude— 

(A) limits on compensation that exclude 
incentives for senior executive officers of an 
eligible automobile manufacturer which re- 
ceived assistance under this Act to take un- 
necessary and excessive risks that threaten 
the value of such manufacturer during the 
period that the loan is outstanding; 

(B) а provision for the recovery by such 
automobile manufacturer of any bonus or in- 
centive compensation paid to а senior execu- 
tive officer based on statements of earnings, 
gains, or other criteria that are later found 
to be materially inaccurate; 

(C) à prohibition on such automobile man- 
ufacturer making any golden parachute pay- 
ment to а senior executive officer during the 
period that the loan is outstanding; 

(D) a prohibition on such automobile man- 
ufacturer paying or accruing any bonus or 
incentive compensation during the period 
that the loan is outstanding to the 25 most 
highly-compensated employees; and 

(E) a prohibition on any compensation plan 
that would encourage manipulation of such 
automobile manufacturer’s reported earn- 
ings to enhance the compensation of any of 
its employees. 

(4) DIVESTITURE.—During the period in 
which any financial assistance provided 
under this Act to any eligible automobile 
manufacturer is outstanding, the eligible 
automobile manufacturer may not own or 
lease any private passenger aircraft, or have 
any interest in such aircraft, except that 
such eligible automobile manufacturer shall 
not be treated as being in violation of this 
provision with respect to any aircraft or in- 
terest in any aircraft that was owned or held 
by the manufacturer immediately before re- 
ceiving such assistance, as long as the recipi- 
ent demonstrates to the satisfaction of the 
President’s designee that all reasonable 
steps are being taken to sell or divest such 
aircraft or interest. 

(5) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub- 
section, the following definitions shall apply: 

(A) SENIOR EXECUTIVE OFFICER.—The term 
“senior executive officer" means an indi- 
vidual who is 1 of the top 5 most highly paid 
executives of a public company, whose com- 
pensation is required to be disclosed pursu- 
ant to the Securities Exchange Act of 1934, 
and any regulations issued thereunder, and 
non-public company counterparts. 

(B) GOLDEN PARACHUTE PAYMENT.—The 
term ‘‘golden parachute payment" means 
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any payment to a senior executive officer for 
departure from a company for any reason, 
except for payments for services performed 
or benefits accrued. 

(c) PROHIBITION ON PAYMENT OF DIVI- 
DENDS.—Except with respect to obligations 
owed pursuant to law to any nonaffiliated 
party or any existing contract with any non- 
affiliated party in effect as of December 2, 
2008, no dividends or distributions of any 
kind, or the economic equivalent thereof (as 
determined by the President’s designee), 
may be paid by any eligible automobile man- 
ufacturer which receives financial assistance 
under this Act, or any holding company or 
company that controls a majority stake in 
the eligible automobile manufacturer, while 
such financial assistance is outstanding. 

(d) OTHER INTERESTS SUBORDINATED.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—In the case of an eligible 
automobile manufacturer which received a 
loan under this Act, to the extent permitted 
by the terms of any obligation, liability, or 
debt of the eligible automobile manufacturer 
in effect as of December 2, 2008, any other ob- 
ligation of such eligible automobile manu- 
facturer shall be subordinate to such loan, 
and such loan shall be senior and prior to all 
obligations, liabilities, and debts of the eligi- 
ble automobile manufacturer, and such eligi- 
ble automobile manufacturer shall provide 
to the Government, all available security 
and collateral against which the loans under 
this Act shall be secured. 

(2) APPLICABILITY IN CERTAIN CASES.—In the 
case of an eligible automobile manufacturer 
referred to in paragraph (1), the securities of 
which are not traded on a national securities 
exchange, a loan under this Act to the eligi- 
ble automobile manufacturer shall— 

(A) be treated as a loan to any holding 
company of, or company that controls a ma- 
jority stake in, the eligible automobile man- 
ufacturer; and 

(B) be senior and prior to all obligations, 
liabilities, and debts of any such holding 
company or company that controls a major- 
ity stake in the eligible automobile manu- 
facturer. 

(e) ADDITIONAL TAXPAYER PROTECTIONS.— 

(1) DISCHARGE.—A discharge under title 11, 
United States Code, shall not discharge an 
eligible automobile manufacturer, or any 
successor in interest thereto, from any debt 
for financial assistance received pursuant to 
this Act. 

(2) EXEMPTION.—Any financial assistance 
provided to an eligible automobile manufac- 
turer under this Act shall be exempt from 
the automatic stay established by section 362 
of title 11, United States Code. 

(8) INTERESTED PARTIES.—Notwithstanding 
any provision of title 11, United States Code, 
any interest in property or equity rights of 
the United States arising from financial as- 
sistance provided to an eligible automobile 
manufacturer under this Act shall remain 
unaffected by any plan of reorganization, ex- 
cept as the United States may agree to in 
writing. 

SEC. 13. OVERSIGHT AND AUDITS. 

(a) COMPTROLLER GENERAL OVERSIGHT.— 

(1) SCOPE OF OVERSIGHT.—The Comptroller 
General of the United States shall conduct 
ongoing oversight of the activities and per- 
formance of the President’s designee. 

(2) CONDUCT AND ADMINISTRATION OF OVER- 
SIGHT.— 

(A) GAO PRESENCE.—The President’s des- 
ignee shall provide to the Comptroller Gen- 
eral appropriate space and facilities for pur- 
poses of this subsection. 

(B) ACCESS TO RECORDS.—To the extent 
otherwise consistent with law, the Comp- 
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troller General shall have access, upon re- 
quest, to any information, data, schedules, 
books, accounts, financial records, reports, 
files, electronic communications, or other 
papers, things, or property belonging to or in 
use by the President’s designee, at such rea- 
sonable time as the Comptroller General 
may request. The Comptroller General shall 
be afforded full facilities for verifying trans- 
actions with the balances or securities held 
by depositaries, fiscal agents, and 
custodians. The Comptroller General may 
make and retain copies of such books, ac- 
counts, and other records as the Comptroller 
General deems appropriate. 

(3) REPORTING.—The Comptroller General 
shall submit reports of findings under this 
section to Congress, regularly and not less 
frequently than once every 60 days. The 
Comptroller General may also submit special 
reports under this subsection, as warranted 
by the findings of its oversight activities. 

(b) SPECIAL INSPECTOR GENERAL.—It shall 
be the duty of the Special Inspector General 
established under section 121 of Public Law 
110-343 to conduct, supervise, and coordinate 
audits and investigations of the President’s 
designee in addition to the duties of the Spe- 
cial Inspector General under such section 
and for such purposes. The Special Inspector 
General shall also have the duties, respon- 
sibilities, and authorities of inspectors gen- 
eral under the Inspector General Act of 1978, 
including section 6 of such Act. In the event 
that the Office of the Special Inspector Gen- 
eral is terminated, the Inspector General of 
the Department of the Treasury shall as- 
sume the responsibilities of the Special In- 
spector General under this subsection. 

(c) ACCESS TO RECORDS OF BORROWERS BY 
GAO.—Notwithstanding any other provision 
of law, during the period in which any finan- 
cial assistance provided under this Act is 
outstanding, the Comptroller General of the 
United States shall have access, upon re- 
quest, to any information, data, schedules, 
books, accounts, financial records, reports, 
files, electronic communications, or other 
papers, things, or property belonging to or in 
use by the eligible automobile manufacturer, 
and any subsidiary, affiliate, or entity hold- 
ing an ownership interest of 50 percent or 
more of such eligible automobile manufac- 
turer (collectively referred to in this section 
as “related entities”), and to any officer, di- 
rector, or other agent or representative of 
the eligible automobile manufacturer and its 
related entities, at such reasonable times as 
the Comptroller General may request. The 
Comptroller General may make and retain 
copies of such books, accounts, and other 
records as the Comptroller General deems 
appropriate. 

SEC. 14. AUTOMOBILE MANUFACTURERS’ STUDY 
ON POTENTIAL MANUFACTURING OF 
TRANSIT VEHICLES. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each eligible automobile 
manufacturer which receives financial as- 
sistance under this Act shall conduct an 
analysis of potential uses of any excess pro- 
duction capacity (especially those of former 
sport utility vehicle producers) to make ve- 
hicles for sale to public transit agencies, in- 
cluding— 

(1) the current and projected demand for 
bus and rail cars by American public transit 
agencies; 

(2) the potential growth for both sales and 
supplies to such agencies in the short, me- 
dium, and long term; 

(3) a description of existing Buy America" 
provisions, and data provided by the Federal 
Transit Administration regarding the use or 
request of waivers from such provisions; and 
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(4) any recommendations as to whether 
such actions would result in a business line 
that makes sense for the automobile manu- 
facturer. 

(b) GAO REVIEW AND REPORT.—The Comp- 
troller General of the United States shall re- 
view the analyses conducted under this sec- 
tion, and shall provide reports thereon to the 
Congress and the President’s designee. 

SEC. 15. REPORTING AND MONITORING. 

(a) REPORTING ON CONSUMMATION OF 
LOANS.—The President’s designee shall sub- 
mit a report to the Congress on each bridge 
loan made under section 4 not later than 5 
days after the date of the consummation of 
such loan. 

(b) REPORTING ON RESTRUCTURING 
PROGRESS ASSESSMENT | MEASURES.—The 
President's designee shall submit a report to 
the Congress on the restructuring progress 
assessment measures established for each 
manufacturer under section 5(a) not later 
than 10 days after establishing the restruc- 
turing progress assessment measures. 

(c) REPORTING ON  EVALUATIONS.—The 
President's designee shall submit a report to 
the Congress containing the detailed find- 
ings and conclusions of the President's des- 
ignee in connection with the evaluation of 
an eligible automobile manufacturer under 
section 5(b). 

(d) REPORTING ON CONSEQUENCES FOR FAIL- 
URE TO COMPLY.—The President's designee 
Shall submit a report to the Congress on the 
exercise of a right under section 11(f) to ac- 
celerate indebtedness of an eligible auto- 
mobile manufacturer under this Act or to 
cancel any other financial assistance pro- 
vided to such eligible automobile manufac- 
turer, and the facts and circumstances on 
which such exercise was based, before the 
end of the 10-day period beginning on the 
date of the exercise of the right. 

(e) MONITORING.—The President's designee 
Shall monitor the use of loan funds received 
by eligible automobile manufacturers under 
this Act, and shall report to Congress once 
every 90 days (beginning 30 days after the 
date of enactment of this Act) on the 
progress of the ability of the recipient of the 
loan to continue operations and proceed with 
restructuring processes that restore the fi- 
nancial viability of the recipient and pro- 
mote environmental sustainability. 

SEC. 16. REPORT TO CONGRESS ON LACK OF 
PROGRESS TOWARD ACHIEVING AN 
ACCEPTABLE NEGOTIATED PLAN. 

(a) AUTHORITY TO FACILITATE A NEGO- 
TIATED PLAN.—At any such time as the 
President’s designee determines that action 
is necessary to avoid disruption to the econ- 
omy or to achieve a negotiated plan, the 
President’s designee shall submit to Con- 
gress a report outlining any additional pow- 
ers and authorities necessary to facilitate 
the completion of a negotiated plan required 
under section 6. 

(b) IMPEDIMENTS TO ACHIEVING NEGOTIATED 
PLANS.—If the President’s designee deter- 
mines, on the basis of an evaluation by the 
President’s designee of the progress being 
made by an eligible automobile manufac- 
turer toward meeting the restructuring 
progress assessment measures established 
under section 5, that adequate progress is 
not being made toward achieving a nego- 
tiated plan by March 31, 2009, the President’s 
designee shall submit to Congress a report 
detailing the impediments to achievement of 
a negotiated plan by the eligible automobile 
manufacturer. 

SEC. 17. SUBMISSION OF PLAN TO CONGRESS BY 
THE PRESIDENT’S DESIGNEE. 

Upon submission of a report pursuant to 
section 16(b), the President’s designee shall 
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provide to Congress a plan that represents 
the judgement of the President's designee as 
to the steps necessary to achieve the long- 
term viability, international competitive- 
ness, and energy efficiency of the eligible 
automobile manufacturer, consistent with 
the factors set forth in section 6(b), includ- 
ing through a negotiated plan, а plan to be 
implemented by legislation, or a reorganiza- 
tion pursuant to chapter 11 of title 11, United 
States Code. 

SEC. 18. GUARANTEE OF LEASES OF QUALIFIED 

TRANSPORTATION PROPERTY. 

(а) GUARANTEE.—Upon the request of a les- 
see of qualified transportation property, the 
President’s designee shall serve as a guar- 
antor with respect to all obligations of such 
lessee with respect to leases of such qualified 
transportation property. Such guarantee 
shall be on such terms and conditions as are 
determined by the President’s designee, not 
later than 14 days after the date of enact- 
ment of this section. 

(b) RECOUPMENT OF PAYMENT OF CLAIMS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.—Any claims under this sec- 
tion in excess of collateral held for the ben- 
efit of the President’s designee shall be paid 
from the General Fund of the Treasury out 
of funds not otherwise appropriated. 

(2) RECOUPMENT FEE.—Subsequent to any 
payment made under paragraph (1), the 
President’s designee shall recoup amounts 
paid under paragraph (1) by establishing a 
fee that is sufficient to recoup the amount of 
the claim payment not later than 3 years 
after the date of such claim payment from 
any lessee or guarantor for whom the claim 
was paid or for whom a guarantee was issued. 

(c) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sec- 
tion— 

(1) the term ‘‘qualified transportation 
property" means domestic property subject 
to а lease that was approved by the Federal 
Transit Administration prior to January 1, 
2006; and 

(2) the term ‘‘guarantor’’ includes, without 
limitation, any guarantor, surety, and pay- 
ment undertaker. 

SEC. 19. COORDINATION WITH OTHER LAWS. 

(а) IN GENERAL.—No provision of this Act 
may be construed as altering, affecting, or 
superseding— 

(1) the provisions of section 129 of division 
А of the Consolidated Security, Disaster As- 
sistance, and Continuing Appropriations Act, 
2009, relating to funding for the manufacture 
of advanced technology vehicles; or 

(2) any existing authority to provide finan- 
cial assistance or liquidity for purposes of 
the day-to-day operations in the ordinary 
course of business or research and develop- 
ment. 

(b) LIMITATION.—Except to provide bridge 
financing or to implement a restructuring 
plan pursuant to this Act, no funds from the 
United States Treasury may be used for the 
purpose of assisting an eligible automobile 
manufacturer to achieve financial viability 
or otherwise to avoid bankruptcy. 

(c) AUTHORIZATION OF FISCAL YEAR 2009 
COST OF LIVING SALARY ADJUSTMENT FOR 
JUSTICES AND JUDGES.—Pursuant to section 
140 of Public Law 97—92, justices and judges of 
the United States are authorized during fis- 
cal year 2009 to receive à salary adjustment 
in accordance with section 461 of title 28, 
United States Code. 

(d) ANTITRUST PROVISIONS.— 

(1) IN GENERAL.— Subject to paragraphs (2) 
and (4), the antitrust laws shall not apply to 
meetings, discussions, or consultations 
among an eligible automobile manufacturer 
and its interested parties for the purpose of 
achieving a negotiated plan pursuant to sec- 
tion (6)(a)(2). 
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(2) EXCLUSIONS.—Paragraph (1) shall not 
apply with respect to price-fixing, allocating 
a market between competitors, monopolizing 
(or attempting to monopolize) a market, or 
boycotting. 

(3) ANTITRUST AGENCY PARTICIPATION.—The 
Attorney General of the United States and 
the Federal Trade Commission shall, to the 
extent practicable, receive reasonable ad- 
vance notice of, and be permitted to partici- 
pate in, each meeting, discussion, or con- 
sultation described in paragraph (1). 

(4) PRESERVATION OF ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR- 
ITY.—Paragraph (1) shall not be construed to 
preclude the Attorney General of the United 
States or the Federal Trade Commission 
from bringing an enforcement action under 
the antitrust laws for injunctive relief. 

(5) SUNSET.—Paragraph (1) shall apply only 
with respect to meetings, discussions, or 
consultations that occur within the 3-year 
period beginning on the date of the enact- 
ment of this Act. 

(6) DEFINITION.—For purposes of this sub- 
section, the term ‘‘antitrust laws’’— 

(A) has the same meaning as in subsection 
(a) of the first section of the Clayton Act (15 
U.S.C. 12(a)), except that such term includes 
section 5 of the Federal Trade Commission 
Act (15 U.S.C. 45), to the extent that such 
section 5 applies to unfair methods of com- 
petition; and 

(B) includes any provision of State law 
that is similar to the laws referred to in sub- 
paragraph (A). 

SEC. 20. TREATMENT OF RESTRUCTURING FOR 
PURPOSES OF APPLYING LIMITA- 
TIONS ON NET OPERATING LOSS 
CARRYFORWARDS AND CERTAIN 
BUILT-IN LOSSES. 

Section 382 of the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986 shall not apply in the case of an owner- 
ship change resulting from this Act or pursu- 
ant to а restructuring plan approved under 
this Act. 

SEC. 21. EMERGENCY DESIGNATION. 

Amounts provided by this Act are des- 
ignated as an emergency requirement and 
necessary to meet emergency needs pursuant 
to section 204(a) of S. Con. Res. 21 (110th Con- 
gress), the concurrent resolution on the 
budget for fiscal year 2008. 
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AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 


COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov- 
ernmental Affairs be authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Thursday, December 11, 2008, at 10 
a.m. to conduct a hearing entitled 
“World at Risk: A Report from the 
Commission on the Prevention of 
Weapons of Mass Destruction Prolifera- 
tion and Terrorism.” 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


EE 


UNITED STATES CAPITOL 
COMPLEX TOURS 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to the consideration of S. Con. 
Res. 107, which was submitted earlier 
today. 
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The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the concurrent resolu- 
tion by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 107) 
expressing the sense of Congress regarding 
the rights of Members of Congress (or any 
employee of a Member of Congress author- 
ized by that Member) to lead tours of the 
United States Capitol complex. 


There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the concurrent 
resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the concur- 
rent resolution be agreed to and the 
motion to reconsider be laid upon the 
table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The concurrent resolution (S. Con. 
Res. 107) was agreed to, as follows: 

S. Con. RES. 107 

Resolved by the Senate (the House of Rep- 
resentatives concurring), That it is the sense 
of Congress that— 

(1) Members of Congress (or any employee 
of a Member of Congress authorized by that 
Member) should not be prohibited, with or 
without prior notice to the Architect of the 
Capitol, the Chief Executive Officer for Vis- 
itor Services, or the Capitol Guide Service, 
from taking guests or visitors into the pub- 
licly accessible areas of the United States 
Capitol complex during normal business 
hours; 

(2) nothing in this resolution shall be con- 
strued to affect the authority granted to em- 
ployees of Members of Congress by the re- 
spective Members relating to the movement 
of such employees through the United States 
Capitol complex; 

(3) at the direction of the Capitol Police 
Board or the fire marshal, the taking of 
guests or visitors into the publicly accessible 
areas of the United States Capitol complex 
by a Member of Congress (or any employee of 
a Member of Congress authorized by that 
Member) should be temporarily suspended or 
otherwise subject to restriction for safety or 
security reasons to the same extent as guid- 
ed tours of the United States Capitol com- 
plex which are led by the Architect of the 
Capitol or the Capitol Guide Service; and 

(4) nothing in this resolution shall be in- 
terpreted to contradict the Congressional 
staff-led tour policy that ensures that tours 
of the Capitol are conducted by staff mem- 
bers who have undergone mandatory life 
safety and historical accuracy training. 


EE 


CENTENNIAL OF UNION STATION, 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Environ- 
ment and Public Works Committee be 
discharged from further consideration 
and the Senate now proceed to the con- 
sideration of S. Res. 664. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. The clerk 
will report the resolution by title. 

The assistant legislative clerk read 
as follows: 

A resolution (S. Res. 664) celebrating the 
centennial of Union Station in Washington, 
District of Columbia. 
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There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
laid upon the table. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 
agreed to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, 
reads as follows: 


S. RES. 664 


Whereas, on February 28, 1903, President 
Theodore Roosevelt signed into law the act 
entitled ‘‘An Act to provide a union railroad 
station in the District of Columbia, and for 
other purposes’’, and Daniel Burnham, a 
noted architect from Chicago, Illinois, was 
chosen to design the building; 

Whereas, on October 27, 1907, Union Station 
officially opened at 6:50 a.m. when the Balti- 
more and Ohio Pittsburgh Express pulled in 
to the station; 

Whereas the building was ultimately com- 
pleted in 1908; 

Whereas, in 1924, 5,000 cheering fans met 
the victorious Washington Nationals at 
Union Station after they defeated the Boston 
Red Sox to capture the American League 
pennant; 

Whereas, in 1951, President Harry Truman 
dedicated the Presidential Suite at Union 
Station as a “home away from home" for 
members of the Armed Services; 

Whereas, in 1968, in preparation for the bi- 
centennial of the United States, the decision 
was made to transform the building into a 
National Visitor Center; 

Whereas Congress then passed the Union 
Station Redevelopment Act of 1981 (Public 
Law 97-125; 95 Stat. 1667) to return Union 
Station to its original use as a transpor- 
tation center; 

Whereas, in 1983, the Union Station Rede- 
velopment Corporation was created to over- 
see the development of the station into an 
operating railroad station, to restore the ar- 
chitectural and historical elements of the 
structure, to explore collaboration with the 
private sector in the commercial develop- 
ment of the station, and to withdraw the 
Federal Government from active manage- 
ment of the station; 

Whereas the renovation and restoration of 
Union Station began on August 18, 1986, with 
the ringing of an old train bell; 

Whereas the restoration of Union Station 
was the largest public-private restoration 
project accomplished in the United States; 

Whereas the restoration took 2 years and 
the grand reopening was held on September 
29, 1988; 

Whereas, in 2008, Union Station includes 
more than 210,000 square feet of retail space, 
including 50,000 square feet of restaurant 
space; 

Whereas Union Station is the corporate 
headquarters for Amtrak and contains 
200,000 square feet of Amtrak passenger and 
baggage facilities; 

Whereas 32,000,000 people visit Union Sta- 
tion annually; and 

Whereas Union Station is the most visited 
tourist destination in Washington, District 
of Columbia: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) celebrates the centennial of Union Sta- 
tion in Washington, District of Columbia; 
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(2) applauds the efforts of the people who 
worked to preserve this national treasure; 
and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to continue to visit and learn about 
Union Station and its storied history. 


EE 


NATIONAL TEEN DATING VIO- 
LENCE AWARENESS AND PRE- 
VENTION WEEK 


NATIONAL MENTORING MONTH 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Judiciary 
Committee be discharged and the Sen- 
ate now proceed en bloc to the consid- 
eration of S. Res. 710 and S. Res. 728. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the resolu- 
tions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon- 
sider be laid upon the table en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions (S. Res. 710 and S. 
Res. 728) were agreed to. 

The preambles were agreed to. 

The resolutions, with their 
ambles, read as follows: 

S. RES. 710 


Whereas 1 in 11 adolescents reports being а 
victim of physical dating violence; 

Whereas dating violence occurs more fre- 
quently among black students (18.9 percent) 
than among Hispanic (9.3 percent) or white (7 
percent) students; 

Whereas 1 in 5 teenagers in a serious rela- 
tionship reports having been hit, slapped, or 
pushed by а partner; 

Whereas more than 1 in 4 teenagers have 
been in а relationship where a partner is ver- 
bally abusive; 

Whereas 30 percent of teenagers in a dating 
relationship have been text messaged 10, 20, 
or 30 times per hour by a partner attempting 
to find out where they are, what they are 
doing, or who they are with; 

Whereas 40 percent of the youngest 
“tweens”, those between the ages of 11 and 
12, report that their friends are victims of 
verbal abuse in dating relationships; 

Whereas nearly 3 in 4 tweens say that dat- 
ing relationships usually begin at age 14 or 
younger; 

Whereas 29 percent of girls who have been 
in à relationship said that they have been 
pressured to have sex or to engage in sexual 
activities that they did not want; 

Whereas 69 percent of all teenagers who 
had sex by age 14 said they have experienced 
1 ог more types of abuse in а dating relation- 
Ship; 

Whereas 1 in 5 teenagers (20 percent) be- 
tween the ages of 18 and 14 say their friends 
are victims of dating violence; 

Whereas in 2003, in à national survey of 
over 14,000 high school students conducted by 
the Centers for Disease Control and Preven- 
tion, just over 8 percent of boys and girls re- 
ported physical dating violence victimiza- 
tion and were more likely to engage in risky 
behaviors including sexual intercourse, at- 
tempted suicide, episodic heavy drinking, 
and physical fighting; 

Whereas Native American women experi- 
ence higher rates of interpersonal violence 
than any other population group; 
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Whereas violent relationships in adoles- 
cence can have serious ramifications for vic- 
tims, putting them at higher risk for sub- 
stance abuse, eating disorders, risky sexual 
behavior, suicide, and adult revictimization; 

Whereas the severity of violence among in- 
timate partners has been shown to be greater 
in cases where the pattern of violence has 
been established in adolescence; 

Whereas more than 3 times as many 
tweens (20 percent) as parents of tweens (6 
percent) admit that parents know little or 
nothing about the tweens' dating relation- 
ships; 

Whereas a majority of parents surveyed ei- 
ther believe dating violence is not an issue 
or admit they do not know if it is an issue; 
and 

Whereas the establishment of National 
Teen Dating Violence Awareness and Preven- 
tion Week will benefit schools, communities, 
and families regardless of socio-economic 
status, race, or sex: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates the week of February 2 
through February 6, 2009, as ‘‘National Teen 
Dating Violence Awareness and Prevention 
Week"; and 

(2 calls upon the people of the United 
States, high schools, law enforcement, State 
and local officials, and interested groups to 
observe National Teen Dating Violence 
Awareness and Prevention Week with appro- 
priate programs and activities that promote 
awareness and prevention of the crime of 
teen dating violence in their communities. 

S. RES. 728 


Whereas mentoring is a longstanding tradi- 
tion in which a dependable, caring adult pro- 
vides guidance, support, and encouragement 
to facilitate a young person’s social, emo- 
tional, and cognitive development; 

Whereas continued research on mentoring 
shows that formal, high-quality mentoring 
focused on developing the competence and 
character of the mentee promotes positive 
outcomes, such as improved academic 
achievement, self-esteem, social skills, and 
career development; 

Whereas further research on mentoring 
provides strong evidence that mentoring suc- 
cessfully reduces substance use and abuse, 
academic failure, and delinquency; 

Whereas mentoring, in addition to pre- 
paring young people for school, work, and 
life, is extremely rewarding for those serving 
as mentors; 

Whereas more than 4,200 mentoring pro- 
grams in communities of all sizes across the 
United States focus on building strong, effec- 


tive relationships between mentors and 
mentees; 
Whereas approximately 3,000,000 young 


people in the United States are in solid men- 
toring relationships due to the remarkable 
vigor, creativity, and resourcefulness of the 
thousands of mentoring programs in commu- 
nities throughout the Nation; 

Whereas, in spite of the progress made to 
increase mentoring, the Nation has a serious 
“mentoring gap", with nearly 15,000,000 
young people in need of mentors; 

Whereas mentoring partnerships between 
the public and private sectors bring State 
and local leaders together to support men- 
toring programs by preventing duplication of 
efforts, offering training in industry best 
practices, and making the most of limited 
resources to benefit young people in the 
United States; 

Whereas the designation of January 2009 as 
National Mentoring Month will help call at- 
tention to the critical role mentors play in 
helping young people realize their potential; 
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Whereas a month-long celebration of men- 
toring will encourage more individuals and 
organizations, including schools, businesses, 
nonprofit organizations, faith institutions, 
and foundations, to become engaged in men- 
toring across the United States; and 

Whereas National Mentoring Month will, 
most significantly, build awareness of men- 
toring and encourage more people to become 
mentors and help close the mentoring gap in 
the United States: Now, therefore, be it 


Resolved, That the Senate— 

(1) designates the month of January 2009 as 
“National Mentoring Month’’; 

(2) recognizes with gratitude the contribu- 
tions of the millions of caring adults and 
students who are already volunteering as 
mentors and encourages more adults and 
students to volunteer as mentors; and 

(3) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe National Mentoring Month 
with appropriate ceremonies and activities 
that promote awareness of, and volunteer in- 
volvement with, youth mentoring. 


APPOINTMENT 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
Chair, on behalf of the majority leader, 
pursuant to Public Law 96-114, as 
amended, appoints the following indi- 
vidual to the Congressional Award 
Board: Major General Robert Newman 
of Virginia. 
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ORDERS FOR FRIDAY, DECEMBER 
12, 2008, THROUGH FRIDAY, JANU- 
ARY 2, 2009 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that when the Sen- 
ate completes its business today, it 
stand in recess for pro forma sessions 
with no business conducted on the fol- 
lowing days and times: Friday, Decem- 
ber 12 at 10 a.m.; Tuesday, December 16 
at 11 a.m.; Friday, December 19 at 10 
a.m.; Tuesday, December 23 at 11 a.m.; 
Friday, December 26 at 11 a.m.; Tues- 
day, December 30 at 10:30 a.m.; and Fri- 
day, January 2 at 10 a.m.; that at the 
close of the pro forma session on Janu- 
ary 2, the Senate stand adjourned sine 
die under the provisions of H. Con. Res. 
440. 

Further, I ask unanimous consent 
that the record remain open for state- 
ments until 12 noon tomorrow. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I 
suggest the absence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant legislative clerk pro- 
ceeded to call the roll. 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the order for 
the quorum call be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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AUTHORITY TO MAKE 
APPOINTMENTS 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, I ask 
unanimous consent that notwith- 
standing the upcoming recess or ad- 
journment of the Senate, the President 
of the Senate, the President pro tem- 
pore, and the majority and minority 
leaders be authorized to make appoint- 
ments to commissions, committees, 
boards, conferences, or interparliamen- 
tary conferences authorized by law, by 
concurrent action of the two Houses, or 
by order of the Senate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 


— 


RECESS UNTIL 10 A.M. TOMORROW 


Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, if 
there is no further business to come be- 
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con- 
sent that it stand in recess under the 
previous order. 

There being no objection, the Senate, 
at 11:50 p.m., recessed until Friday, De- 
cember 12, 2008, at 10 a.m. 


——— a — 


NOMINATIONS 
Executive nomination received by 
the Senate: 
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


MATTHEW W. FRIEDRICH, OF TEXAS, TO BE AN ASSIST- 
ANT ATTORNEY GENERAL, VICE ALICE 8. FISHER, RE- 
SIGNED. 
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SENATE—Friday, December 12, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, December 10, 2008) 


The Senate met at 10 and 23 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able CARL LEVIN, a Senator from the 
State of Michigan. 


— AR 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 

The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, December 12, 2008. 
To the Senate: 

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable CARL LEVIN, a Sen- 
ator from the State of Michigan, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. LEVIN thereupon assumed the 

chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


u 


TRIBUTES TO SENATORS 


ELIZABETH DOLE 
e Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, one 
of the great privileges of my career has 
been the time I have spent working 
alongside Senator Bob Dole and his 
wife, Senator ELIZABETH DOLE. I feel à 
Special kinship to the Doles. Not only 
are they both dear friends to Elaine 
and me, but in my position as Repub- 
lican Leader I often think back on 
Bob's superb stewardship of the office. 
BoB DOLE was in many ways a model 
and a mentor to me. I was humbled and 
honored to assume a role that he filled 
for so long with such dignity and skill. 
And today I am honored to submit for 
the RECORD а letter of tribute from my 
old friend to his remarkable wife at the 
conclusion of her Senate career. ELIZA- 
BETH DOLE has graced this chamber in 
the same way that she has graced 
every other institution of which she 
has been a part in a long and distin- 
guished career of public service. We 
will miss Senator DOLE's kindness, her 
warmth, and her unyielding belief in 
the greatness of her country. Senator 
DOLE is one of the great public servants 
of our day. It is my great pleasure to 
ask that this letter from one dear 
friend to another be printed in the 
RECORD. 

'The letter follows. 

DECEMBER 12, 2008. 

DEAR MITCH: I wish I could be à Senator 

again just long enough to speak of Senator 


Elizabeth Dole's accomplishments which 
have spanned a period of nearly a half cen- 
tury. 

Elizabeth correctly chose to focus her fare- 
well remarks on those who helped and coun- 
seled her along the way. She spoke about 
those who were most important in her life's 
journey such as her mother, her father, her 
teachers, co-workers, and her dear brother, 
John, who passed away on April 8, 2008. John 
was her mentor, her confidant, and a proud 
naval officer in World War II. Elizabeth's 
Speech was all about others rather than her- 
self, which, in itself, says а lot about Eliza- 
beth as a caring human being. 

So in an indirect way, I want to share her 
many areas of service with all those think- 
ing about their future and the path they will 
follow. Believe me when I say they will not 
find а better example than the Senator Dole 
from North Carolina. Senator Dole, in many 
respects, was а pioneer for American women, 
as many of her early opportunities came be- 
fore women were in the forefront of public or 
private sectors of meaningful service activ- 
ity. 

Elizabeth has never stopped looking for 
ways to make a difference. It would be im- 
possible to determine the number of good 
people in North Carolina and across America 
that Elizabeth's efforts have had an impact 
upon, myself included. She assisted me three 
times in campaigning full-time for the presi- 
dency, taking a one year leave of absence 
from the Red Cross, but more importantly 
were the countless times she assisted me per- 
sonally because of my disabilities. 

Let me recount some of the highlights of 
Senator Dole's career so that those who may 
be looking for à role model may fully under- 
Stand the differences she has made for oth- 
ers, irregardless of party, race, religion or 
Status. 


PUBLIC SERVICE CAREER AND SELECTED 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF ELIZABETH DOLE 


Early 1960’s: Summer jobs during graduate 
School 


Office of Senator B. Everett Jordan (D-NO) 
United Nations Guide 
United Nations Intern Program 


1966—1967: Assistant at the U.S. Department of 
Health, Education and Welfare 


After completing her Master of Arts in 
Teaching and her graduation from Harvard 
Law School, Elizabeth Hanford was hired by 
the U.S. Department of Health, Education 
and Welfare. Her assignments there included 
planning the first-ever United States govern- 
ment sponsored conference on education of 
the deaf. This conference, which spawned a 
career-long dedication to the rights of the 
disabled, was held in Colorado Springs in 
1967. During this time, she took cases for 
indigents, those who could not afford an at- 
torney. 

1967-1968: Deputy Assistant for Legislative Af- 
fairs, White House Office of Consumer Af- 
fairs 

In April 1968, Elizabeth Hanford joined the 
Lyndon Johnson Administration at the 
White House Office of Consumer Affairs, 
working for Betty Furness. As Deputy As- 


Sistant for Legislative Affairs, she traveled 

frequently to Capitol Hill to advocate for 

policies protecting American consumers. 

1969-1973: Deputy Director, President's Com- 
mittee on Consumer Interests 

Upon taking office in January 1969, Presi- 
dent Richard Nixon renamed the White 
House Office of Consumer Affairs the ‘‘Presi- 
dent’s Committee on Consumer Interests." 
Virginia Knauer was appointed Special As- 
Sistant to the President for Consumer Affairs 
and promoted Elizabeth Hanford to serve as 
her deputy. Hanford would serve with 
Knauer for five years as a tireless advocate 
for American consumers, developing con- 
sumer education curriculum for America’s 
schools, reaching voluntary agreements with 
industry to undertake nutritional labeling 
and unit pricing, and helping to create the 
Consumer Information Center in Pueblo, 
Colorado. They were guided by the philos- 
ophy that for consumers to make wise deci- 
sions, they must have access to all relevant 
information. 

1973-1979: Commissioner, United States Federal 
Trade Commission 

In 1973, Elizabeth Hanford was nominated 
by President Richard Nixon and confirmed 
by the United States Senate to serve as a 
member of the United States Federal Trade 
Commission. Established in 1915, the Federal 
Trade Commission's duties include pro- 
moting fair competition through the en- 
forcement of antitrust laws, preventing the 
dissemination of false and deceptive adver- 
tising of goods, and investigating unfair 
business practices. 

Seeing the commission as an opportunity 
to bring about lower prices for consumers, to 
ensure better quality goods and services, and 
to expand the choices available in a free, 
competitive marketplace, Commissioner 
Hanford's (married Senator Bob Dole in 1975) 
priorities included consumer protections for 
women and the elderly. She held seminars 
for women in business, and as the FTC en- 
forced the Equal Credit Opportunity Act, 
worked with Women in Radio and TV on ads 
explaining how women, for the first time, 
could get credit in their own name. Dole's 
work also included а comprehensive inves- 
tigation of nursing homes and à number of 
antitrust and consumer protection investiga- 
tions and enforcement actions. 

1981—1983: Assistant to the President for Public 
Liaison 

In January 1981, President Ronald Reagan 
named Dole Assistant to the President, to 
head the White House Office of Public Liai- 
son. In that position, Dole played a key role 
in advancing the Reagan agenda to а wide 
number of constituent groups (for example, 
women, business, labor, religious commu- 
nity, Hispanics and other ethics organiza- 
tions) and to the American people. Dole was 
instrumental in the passage of the Prompt 
Pay Act of 1982, which required the govern- 
ment to pay vendors on time or pay an inter- 
est penalty. 

Dole also headed the White House Coordi- 
nating Council on Women, charged with re- 
viewing government regulations to eliminate 
vestiges of discrimination, thereby increas- 
ing opportunities for women in government 
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and in the country at large. The Council ad- 
vocated legislation that would make it easi- 
er for women to collect court ordered child 
support payments, and to equalize Social Se- 
curity benefits for widows and widowers. 


1983-1987: Secretary, United States Secretary of 
Transportation 


In 1983, President Reagan nominated Dole 
to serve as Secretary of Transportation—the 
first women in history to lead that cabinet 
department. The United States Senate 
unanimously confirmed her. 

Dole’s many accomplishments as 
retary of Transportation included: 

Presiding over what, up to date, were the 
safest years in the history of American 
transportation—highways, railways, and air- 
lines. 

Initiating widespread efforts to eliminate 
drunk driving, particularly among the na- 
tion’s youth. These efforts led to the passage 
of legislation raising the drinking age to 21 
to eliminate ‘‘blood borders" between states 
with differing age requirements. 

Instituting random drug testing of safety 
and security-related employees—the first ci- 
vilian department to do so. 

Crafting a rule that resolved a twenty year 
controversy over automatic crash protection 
in cars. This rule totally changed the cli- 
mate for auto safety in America, leading to 
the adoption of mandatory safety belt use 
laws in 49 American states and providing in- 
centives for auto manufacturers to develop, 
test, and offer air bags in automobiles. 

Mandating high-mounted brake lights on 
cars. These ‘‘Dole lights" cost less than $20 
per vehicle, and have been estimated to 
eliminate 900,000 crashes annually. 

Implementing rules that improved safety 
in aircraft cabins by making aircraft seats 
less flammable, improving aircraft cabin 
evacuation with low-level lights, and reduc- 
ing the danger of fire in aircraft lavatories. 

Leading successful effort to pass legisla- 
tion authorizing the transfer of two federally 
owned airports, Washington National and 
Dulles, to a regional authority, accom- 
plishing à de-federalization move that had 
been proposed eight times since 1948 and had 
never been voted out of committee in either 
the House or the Senate. The new Reagan 
National Airport and doubling the size of 
Dulles International were thereby accom- 
plished through revenue bonds, not federal 
taxpayer dollars. 

Leading effort for the reopening and rede- 
velopment of Washington D.C.’s Union Sta- 
tion, which had been closed for over five 
years. Historic Union Station re-opened in 
1988, and now houses dozens of shops, res- 
taurants, and theaters, while also serving as 
a major transportation center. 

Selling government's freight railroad, Con- 
rail, in the largest public offering of its kind 
to that date. 

Overseeing a 10% increase in the number of 
women in the Department of Transportation 
workforce, which had only 19% women in its 
100,000 workforce when Elizabeth became 
Secretary. 

10-point initiative including rotational as- 
signments and career development programs 
to assist talented women in moving up the 
ladder. 

First woman to serve as departmental head 
of à branch of the armed forces, U.S. Coast 
Guard. 


1989-1990: Secretary, United States Department 
of Labor 

In January 1981, President George H.W. 

Bush nominated and the Senate unani- 

mously confirmed Dole to serve as Secretary 


Sec- 
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of the United States Department of Labor— 
the first woman in history to serve in the 
cabinet of two presidents. 

Dole’s priorities and accomplishments as 
Secretary of Labor included the following: 

Improving the skills of individuals enter- 
ing the American workforce. This focus in- 
cluded the appointment of a blue-ribbon 
commission charged with developing na- 
tional competency guidelines that reflected 
work readiness and which could be used by 
the schools for curriculum development; 
sponsorship of a first-ever national con- 
ference on the ‘‘school-to-work”’ population; 
expansion of work-based training along the 
principles of apprenticeship; and ensuring 
that the Job Training Partnership Act pro- 
vided basic skills, literacy, and remedial 
education along with job training. 

Instigating a ‘glass ceiling initiative," 
which revealed the barriers preventing 
women and minorities from reaching the top 
levels of corporate America. 

Traveling twice to Poland to assist that 
country in its transition from communism 
to democracy. DOL programs included the 
creation of construction training centers in 
Warsaw and Gdansk. 

Crafting a strategy that led to the success- 
ful conclusion of a bitter eleven month 
United Mine Workers strike against the 
Pittston Coal Company. Elizabeth visited 
the strike scene and traveled through a coal 
mine. 

Special focus on improving lives of youth 
at risk in our society. 

1991-1999; President, American Red Cross 

(The first woman president since Clara 
Barton, who founded the Red Cross in 1881; 
Out of respect for the thousands of volun- 
teers, she served her first year without pay.) 

During her eight years at the helm of the 
American Red Cross, Dole led a $287 million 
project that totally modernized and trans- 
formed the Red Cross blood operations begun 
in World War II. ‘Blood Transformation" in- 
tegrated 28 different computer systems into 
a single centralized network; replaced 53 
non-standardized testing facilities with 8 
state-of-the-art labs to test for infectious 
diseases; standardized manufacturing proc- 
esses across each of its 38 blood regions; and 
established a Quality Assurance Program 
that became a model for the blood banking 
industry. 

Dole also led a massive four-year revital- 
ization of Red Cross disaster relief services, 
establishing a National Disaster Operations 
Center open 24 hours a day, 365 days a year 
to monitor ongoing disasters and impending 
threats; increasing to twenty-one thousand 
the number of those trained to handle na- 
tional catastrophic disasters; and warehous- 
ing equipment in areas likely to get hardest 
hit. 

Dole restructured and strengthened Armed 
Forces Emergency Services, which provided 
an average of 4,000 emergency communica- 
tions a day and other assistance to members 
of the Armed forces and their families. Her 
38-year modernization of AFES included the 
establishment of two centralized Case Man- 
agement Centers utilizing the latest tech- 
nology to replace 145 stations on military in- 
stallations. 

For the first time in its history, Red Cross 
chapters had to defend their charters, meet- 
ing high standards. Henceforth, they were re- 
quired to meet those high standards every 
five years in order to keep their charters. 

10-point initiative to help qualified women 
and minorities move up the ladder, such as 
apprentices assigned to all senior managers. 

Throughout her tenure, Dole ensured that 
91 cents of every dollar donated to the Amer- 
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ican Red Cross was spent on programs and 
services. 

Dole led humanitarian visits to disaster 
sites and war zones around the world, e.g. 
Kuwait; Somalia; Goma, Congo. 


2003-2009; United States Senator from the State 
of North Carolina 

In November 2002, Dole was elected by the 
voters of North Carolina to serve in the 
United States Senate. Upon taking office in 
January 2003, Dole became the first woman 
in history to represent North Carolina in the 
Senate. 

In her six years in the Senate, Dole's ac- 
complishments included: 

Leading a successful effort to protect 
North Carolina's military bases from closure 
and adding additional jobs, for example 9000 
at Fort Bragg. 

Working to ensure a fair process that re- 
sulted in the basing of two F/A-18E/F Squad- 
rons at Marine Corps Air Station Cherry 
Point, which brings more than 1,200 jobs and 
an annual infusion of $40 million to the local 
economy. 

Securing nearly $4 billion in funding for 
rural North Carolina and preventing thou- 
sands of farm families from bankruptcy by 
achieving a tobacco quota buyout with no 
tax implications. 

Leading а bipartisan effort to extend fam- 
ily and medical leave coverage to military 
families. 

Successfully working for a law that pro- 
tects service members and their families 
from predatory lenders. 

Successfully advocating since 2003 for a 
strong world class regulator for Fannie Mae 
and Freddie Mac. 

Securing $57 million for hiring customs 
agents focused solely on keeping illegal tex- 
tiles out of the country. 

Securing $350 million in federal funding for 
North Carolina transportation infrastructure 
projects. 

Authoring legislation that provided in- 
creased grant funding to community colleges 
through the Higher Education Act. 

Working with federal officials and sheriffs 
across North Carolina's 100 counties to de- 
liver the first in the nation statewide part- 
nership to apprehend, identify and remove 
undocumented aliens who commit crimes. 

Helping to lead the effort to raise fuel 
economy standards for cars and light trucks 
in the 2007 energy bill to 35 miles per gallon 
by model year 2020, thereby saving 800,000 
barrels of oil per day in 2020 and nearly one 
million barrels per day by 2021. 

Becoming a national leader in the fight 
against hunger, through the adoption of a 
farm bill that expanded funding for federal 
anti-hunger programs, and helping to secure 
more than $400 million for the McGovern- 
Dole International Food for Education and 
Child Nutrition Program. 

Convincing the Office of National Drug 
Control Policy to designate five counties in 
North Carolina as part of its High Intensity 
Drug Trafficking Areas (HIDTA) program. 

Helping to lead the effort to reauthorize 
the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS 
Relief at $48 billion, and $9 billion for preven- 
tion of malaria and tuberculosis, thereby 
preventing 12 million new HIV infections, 
treating 3 million people living with HIV/ 
AIDS, and supporting care for 12 million peo- 
ple living with HIV/AIDS. 

Handling 40,000 cases for North Carolina 
constituents who needed assistance with a 
federal agency. 

These are just the highlights and while she 
did not always reach her goals, most of her 
life has been filled with successes because of 
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her hard work, her faith, integrity and deter- 
mination. Mitch, I’m proud of her record, as 
you are of Elaine’s remarkable achieve- 
ments, which included their work together 
at the Department of Transportation. I be- 
lieve those who read this will be inspired to 
set higher goals for themselves and will ac- 
complish a great deal more in their life- 
times. 
God Bless America, 
BoB.e 

ө Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, the final 
gavel will soon bring to a close the 
110th Session of Congress. When it 
does, we will all return home to spend 
time with our friends and families to 
celebrate the holidays. We will also 
have à chance to meet with our con- 
stituents as we prepare for the chal- 
lenges the New Year, à new administra- 
tion and a new session of Congress will 
bring. 

Before all of that occurs, we will say 
goodbye to several of our colleagues 
who will be returning home at the end 
of the year. We will miss them and the 
important presence they have been in 
our lives and our work over the past 
few years. One Senator I know we will 
all miss is ELIZABETH DOLE, the Sen- 
ator from North Carolina. 

It's that time of year when we will be 
watching our traditional holiday film 
favorites and one that certainly brings 
ELIZABETH DOLE to mind is It's A Won- 
derful Life. I don't think anyone has 
had à more exciting or interesting ca- 
reer than ELIZABETH and certainly no 
one has a more impressive or detailed 
resume than she does. 

ELIZABETH has been a trailblazer 
throughout her life as she set out on à 
path to show others what was possible. 
Thanks to her, women of all ages 
across the country have a role model 
and a champion to look up to who has 
raised their sights as to what is pos- 
sible for them to achieve in their lives. 

Looking back, ELIZABETH has been on 
the front lines of our national political 
Scene for many years. She has broken 
quite а few glass ceilings, too, as she 
has taken a position of leadership and 
worked in the administrations of five 
Presidents. In the recent past she was 
often mentioned as someone who would 
make a good Presidential candidate 
herself. 

ELIZABETH really has lived à wonder- 
ful life. After her graduation from Har- 
vard Law School she was asked to 
Serve as a consumer affairs aide to 
President Lyndon Johnson. She then 
served under President Nixon, Presi- 
dent Carter, President Ford and Presi- 
dent Reagan, who asked her to join his 
administration. 

ELIZABETH set another precedent 
when she was appointed to serve as the 
Secretary of the Department of Trans- 
portation. She was the first woman 
ever to serve in that post. It was an- 
other opportunity for her to make a 
difference and she got right to work. 
She increased automobile safety re- 
quirements, worked to raise the drink- 
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ing age to 21, imposed tougher security 
measures at our airports, and helped to 
make our cars safer. All of these 
changes not only made our lives better, 
but they also helped to save countless 
lives over the years. 

President George Herbert Bush then 
asked her to serve as his Secretary of 
Labor, a post that ELIZABETH would use 
to help identify and erase the barriers 
that were preventing women and mi- 
norities from moving up the corporate 
ladder. She saw her service as an im- 
portant opportunity to change things 
and make life better for others, and 
once again, she succeeded. 

That would have been enough for 
most people, the end of a remarkable 
career, a wonderful life in itself, but 
ELIZABETH was just getting started. 
When she left public life and entered 
the private sector, she then took up 
the reins as the President of the Amer- 
ican Red Cross. She was the first 
woman to hold the post since Clara 
Barton, the organization’s founder held 
it in 1881. It was a difficult job and a 
tremendous challenge, but she was 
more than up to the task. ELIZABETH 
took over a Red Cross in real financial 
trouble, but when she got through or- 
ganizing and overhauling things, a 
large deficit turned into enough cash 
on hand to provide the kind of assist- 
ance the Red Cross is known for in the 
event of any local or national emer- 
gency. 

ELIZABETH is probably one of Duke 
University’s best known graduates. Her 
North Carolina roots then brought her 
back home to make a run for the Sen- 
ate. As she campaigned, the people lis- 
tened to her and they liked what they 
heard. They decided that sending her 
to Washington to represent them would 
be a good idea. The record shows they 
were right. 

In the Senate, ELIZABETH has been at 
the forefront of efforts to ensure that 
our workers will have the training they 
will need to change careers and move 
on to better jobs in the current global 
economy. She had the insight to pro- 
pose legislation to provide grants to 
small business owners so they could 
get the training they would need to be 
more competitive in the markets of 
today. 

On the Banking Committee, ELIZA- 
BETH has been at the center of the ac- 
tion on the Nation’s financial prob- 
lems. She has played an important role 
in the effort to enact tougher regula- 
tions to stop predatory lending and 
place tighter controls on government 
sponsored mortgages. 

Clearly, ELIZABETH has compiled a 
long list of achievements and accom- 
plishments in her life that would make 
anyone proud. She has received a num- 
ber of awards and recognitions for her 
tremendous efforts as a national polit- 
ical figure. But, what is probably most 
important to her, is the fact that she 
has blazed a trail for others to follow 
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and by so doing she has inspired a new 
generation of women of all ages to set 
a higher standard for themselves and 
what they think is possible for them to 
achieve. In the end, that may be her 
greatest accomplishment of them all. 

This is only à small part of ELIZA- 
BETH’S story and there are many more 
items on her record that are equally 
impressive. Together with her husband, 
Bob Dole, she has been part of a re- 
markable team and they have had a 
profound influence on the Senate and 
the Nation on every level. 

Diana and I will miss seeing ELIZA- 
BETH here in the Senate, but I have a 
hunch she will be close by to keep an 
eye on us and to keep in touch. She has 
had a remarkable career and a wonder- 
ful life and we were very proud to be a 
part of it. We enjoy her company, her 
unique style, and most of all, we enjoy 
her friendship. We don’t know what her 
next adventure in her life will be, but 
we will be watching with great interest 
as this exciting chapter comes to a 
close and she begins to write the next.e 
ө Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay tribute to my longtime good friend 
and colleague who, as one of 16 women 
Senators in the 110th Congress, has 
been a tremendous and cherished com- 
patriot and an outstanding legislator, 
leader, and public servant. 

This Chamber was truly fortunate 
and blessed to have someone of ELIZA- 
BETH’S background, understanding, and 
stature. A veteran of five administra- 
tions, Senator DOLE, upon her arrival 
in the U.S. Senate in 2002, brought with 
her an impressive depth and breadth of 
experience even by Senate standards, 
and a grace befitting her southern her- 
itage combined with a tireless commit- 
ment to uncompromising substance. 

Having acquired both a masters and 
law degree from Harvard University, 
Senator DOLE put the rigors of aca- 
demia to good use in the pursuit of 
public service. She worked as a con- 
sumer affairs aide to both President 
Johnson and President Nixon and as a 
member of the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion under President Ford and Presi- 
dent Carter. And as a Member of Con- 
gress, I well recall ELIZABETH in her 
role as assistant for public liaison in 
the Reagan Administration—where she 
served while I was in the U.S. House of 
Representatives. And she broke new 
ground as the first woman to serve as 
U.S. Secretary of Transportation—a 
post she held under President Reagan, 
and then as Secretary of Labor under 
President George H.W. Bush. 

After ending her stellar executive 
branch tenure, Senator DOLE assumed 
the helm of the American Red Cross in 
1991. And who could forget her valiant 
run in 1999 for the White House. As 
ranking member on the Senate Com- 
mittee on Small Business and Entre- 
preneurship, I had the privilege of not 
only serving with Senator DOLE, but 
also collaborating with her on issues 
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affecting women in small business. To- 
gether, we saw an untapped capacity 
that women business-owners clearly 
possess to contribute to this econ- 
omy—and we have worked tirelessly to 
remove unacceptable and regrettable 
impediments to receiving assistance 
and contracting opportunities from the 
Federal Government. 

In fact, we introduced legislation 
which would amend the Small Business 
Act to allow women-owned small busi- 
nesses to have a meaningful con- 
tracting program—one that would 
apply to a broad array of business in- 
dustries across this Nation; and pre- 
vent the SBA from requiring agencies 
to admit to past discrimination in 
order to participate in the women’s 
Federal contracting program. The fact 
is, our government is supposed to work 
for the people, not against them. Sen- 
ator DOLE understood that basic tenet 
firsthand, as it impacted women busi- 
ness-owners, and was instrumental in 
championing our opposition to an egre- 
gious SBA rule. 

I say to ELIZABETH, all of us in the 
Senate are going to miss her presence 
and contributions to this venerable 
chamber—but as she is well aware, 
there are 15 of us who are losing more 
than a friend and a colleague . . . but 
also a compatriot... and, yes, a kind 
of sister-in-arms. We all have the sense 
of а bond born of serving together in 
this institution as a minority of our 
own. I recall having our dinners first at 
the Sewall-Belmont House, then the 
Supreme Court, the Library of Con- 
gress, and the last one we came full cir- 
cle by dining in the U.S. Capitol. ELIZ- 
ABETH, will certainly be missed. 

Lastly, on a very personal note, I 
don't think many of us will get com- 
pletely used to a U.S. Senate without а 
Dole—and what an incalculable per- 
sonal and combined service both ELIZA- 
BETH DOLE and our esteemed and be- 
loved former majority leader, Bob 
Dole, have rendered to our country. So 
on this occasion, as we celebrate the 
exceptional contributions of ELIZABETH 
DOLE in the Senate and throughout her 
life, our warmest regards go out to her 
and leader Dole, and we wish them 
both nothing but the best for the fu- 
ture.e 
e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I ask 
to have printed in the RECORD an arti- 
cle about Senator ELIZABETH DOLE, 
who will be departing the Senate this 
year. She has been my seatmate, and, I 
must say, she is my favorite in the en- 
tire Senate. A brilliant thinker, an in- 
credibly hard worker, gracious, a per- 
Son of sincere faith who lives it every 
day, she has lifted the Senate to а 
higher level throughout her tenure and 
through many difficult times. Her 
record of service, as Paul Weyrich 
notes, is truly extraordinary. Through- 
out her long and distinguished career, 
her commitment to America has never 
been questioned. Her decency, experi- 
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ence, and leadership qualities have 
blessed us all. She grew up in small 
town North Carolina and the values in- 
stilled in her by family, church, and 
school were never lost. I wish her every 
success in her future endeavors and am 
confident that in this next stage of her 
life she will continue to contribute to 
the betterment of our nation. 

The article follows. 

(Townhall.com. Dec. 11, 2008] 
A TRIBUTE TO SENATOR ELIZABETH H. DOLE 
(By Paul Weyrich) 

A good lady is about to leave Washington, 
D.C. after decades of public service. I refer to 
Senator Elizabeth Hanford Dole (R-NC), who 
was defeated in her bid for re-election in the 
2008 election. Dole married Senator Robert J. 
“Вор” Dole in 1975. President Gerald R. Ford 
named him his running mate after dumping 
the unpopular Vice President, Nelson A. 
Rockefeller. Dole was Majority Leader of the 
Senate from 1985 to 1987, when Democrats re- 
gained control of the Senate and he became 
Minority Leader. Dole remained the leader 
of the Senate Republicans until he resigned 
his post to be the GOP Presidential nominee 
in 1996. 

All this time Elizabeth Dole was at his 
side. But she became an important figure in 
her own right. When Ronald W. Reagan was 
elected President in 1980 Dole became Rea- 
gan’s liaison to conservatives, veterans and 
others. Soon Reagan named her Secretary of 
Transportation. By all accounts she did an 
admirable job. In the Administration of 
George H.W. Bush, Dole became Secretary of 
Labor. She and Bob Dole became a power 
couple in D.C. 

When Senator Jesse Helms (R-NC) retired 
after 40 years in the Senate, Elizabeth Dole 
ran for his seat. He campaigned for her. She 
suggested she would vote like Helms and in- 
deed she did. However, some North Caro- 
linians suggested that her constituent serv- 
ices left much to be desired. And by all ac- 
counts she ran an inadequate re-election 
campaign. 

I watched with sadness as she questioned 
automobile manufacturers in the lame duck 
session of Congress. Soon she will have to 
pack up her office and head home. Her hus- 
band is now all but retired. This once-power- 
ful couple is out of power. Dole is gracious 
about her loss. One would hardly know she 
had been defeated. Yet she leaves Wash- 
ington having accomplished much in her 
service in the White House, the Transpor- 
tation and Labor Departments and the 
United States Senate. This is one fine lady, 
the likes of whom we probably will not see in 
this town for many years.e 
e Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, 
even before she came to the U.S. Sen- 
ate, ELIZABETH DOLE was already a 
trailblazer and one of the most accom- 
plished women in American history. 

At a time when women who attended 
prestigious colleges and universities 
were rare, Senator DOLE received an 
undergraduate degree from Duke Uni- 
versity, aS well as two degrees from 
Harvard University: a master’s degree 
in education and government, and a 
law degree. She was one of only 24 
women in her Harvard Law School 
class of 550. 

She then began a public service ca- 
reer that paved the way for millions of 
women who have admired and followed 
her. 
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After serving as the Deputy Director 
of the White House Office of Consumer 
Affairs in the Nixon administration, 
ELIZABETH DOLE was appointed as a 
member of the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion. 

From 1981-83, she served in the 
Reagan administration as assistant to 
the President for Public Liaison. 

From 1983-87, she served as Secretary 
of Transportation, the first woman to 
hold that position. 

She joined the administration of 
President George H.W. Bush as Sec- 
retary of Labor from 1989-90. 

From 1991-98, ELIZABETH DOLE was 
the President of the American Red 
Cross, the world’s largest humani- 
tarian organization. 

Finally, in 2002, she won election to 
the U.S. Senate from North Carolina. 

As the senior Senator from the Tar 
Heel State, ELIZABETH DOLE has fought 
for lower taxes, choice in Social Secu- 
rity, and comprehensive energy reform. 

Senator DOLE, and her wonderful hus- 
band, former Senate Majority Leader 
Bob Dole, have made a tremendous im- 
pact on American history. 

I will miss working with Senator 
ELIZABETH DOLE, and I wish her all the 
best. 

JOHN SUNUNU 

Mr. President, I have really enjoyed 
working with John Sununu. 

John Sununu grew up in Salem, NH, 
and is one of eight children. He was 
first introduced to public service at a 
young age, when his mother served as 
chairman of the local school board. 

John attended public schools, grad- 
uated from Salem High School, and re- 
ceived bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in mechanical engineering from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

John also earned a master’s degree in 
business administration from the Har- 
vard Graduate School of Business. 

John Sununu first ran for public of- 
fice in 1996, winning election in New 
Hampshire’s 1st District and serving 3 
terms in the U.S. House. 

In 2002, John defeated both an incum- 
bent Senator and the sitting Governor 
to become the youngest Member of the 
U.S. Senate. 

As a Senator, John distinguished 
himself as an innovative legislator, 
bringing his extensive background in 
science, engineering, and small busi- 
ness to his work in Washington. 

Senator Sununu has been a staunch 
advocate for low taxes, smarter regula- 
tion, and civil liberties. 

Since he is still a young man at the 
age of 44, I suspect that we will be 
hearing a lot more from John Sununu 
in the years to come. 

I wish him well in his future endeav- 
ors. 

GORDON SMITH 

Mr. President, Gordon Smith has 
served the people of Oregon extremely 
well. 

Before coming to the U.S. Senate, he 
served as director of the family owned 
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Smith frozen foods company in Weston, 
OR, where he created jobs and spurred 
economic growth. 

Gordon Smith entered politics with 
his election to the Oregon State Senate 
in 1992, and he became president of that 
body in 1995. 

Since winning election to the U.S. 
Senate in 1996, Senator Smith has 
worked with his colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle on critical issues. 

Senator Smith chaired the Special 
Committee on Aging, and he also 
served on the following Senate com- 
mittees: Commerce, Science and Trans- 
portation, Energy and Natural Re- 
sources, Finance, and Indian Affairs. 

Senator Smith has also courageously 
led the effort to educate Americans on 
ways to prevent the tragedy of suicide 
of young men and women. 

In 2004, I was so proud when Presi- 
dent Bush signed the Garrett Lee 
Smith Memorial Act, authorizing $82 
million for suicide prevention and 
awareness programs at colleges. 

Because of his business experience, 
he was a Senate leader on issues and 


regulations that impede economic 
growth. 
Senator Smith also distinguished 


himself by championing rural Orego- 
nians, including the many farmers and 
ranchers throughout the mountains 
and lake areas of his beautiful State. 

I thank Gordon Smith for his dedica- 
tion and service, and I wish him well. 

TED STEVENS 

Mr. President, Senator Ted Stevens 
of Alaska has served in the U.S. Senate 
for 40 years, and is the longest-serving 
Republican Senator in history. 

On a personal note, I have enjoyed 
working with Senator Stevens, and it 
has been a true privilege to collaborate 
with him on some of the most impor- 
tant issues facing our great Nation—in- 
cluding energy, health care, and na- 
tional defense. 

Senator Stevens’ service to the 
United States didn’t begin when he 
stepped inside this chamber. Rather, 
his service began decades earlier—dur- 
ing some of the most harrowing days of 
World War Two. 

Senator Stevens was part of the 
Greatest Generation who fought and 
won that global struggle for freedom— 
flying a C-47 in the China Burma India 
Theater. 

Incredibly, over 1,000 of Senator Ste- 
vens’ fellow airmen died ‘‘flying the 
hump” and elsewhere in the Chinese 
Burma India Theater—a sobering re- 
minder of the high price of freedom. 

For his heroic efforts, Senator Ste- 
vens later received two Distinguished 
Flying Crosses and two Air Medals, as 
well as the Yuan Hai medal awarded by 
the Republic of China. 

After the war, Senator Stevens com- 
pleted his education at UCLA and Har- 
vard Law School, and then moved to 
Alaska, which was then a U.S. terri- 
tory. 
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In the city of Fairbanks, Senator 
Stevens practiced law for several years, 
until he came to Washington, DC, to 
serve in the Eisenhower administra- 
tion, and also to lobby for Alaska's ad- 
mittance into the Union—a mission 
that succeeded in 1959. 

When Senator Stevens returned to 
Alaska, he ran for—and won a seat in 
the Alaska House of Representatives, 
and later became House majority lead- 
er. 

Then, in December 1968, Governor 
Walter J. Hickel appointed him to fill 
а vacancy in the U.S. Senate. 

In 1970, the voters of Alaska ratified 
that choice by electing Senator Ste- 
vens to finish that term in a special 
election, and then re-electing him six 
more times. 

Senator Stevens’ achievements are 
legendary in this Chamber—including 
chairman of the Senate Rules Com- 
mittee, the Appropriations Committee, 
the Commerce Committee and Presi- 
dent pro tempore of the U.S. Senate— 
from January 2003 to January 2007. 

For his many decades of service, Sen- 
ator Stevens has received and accepted 
numerous  honors—including having 
the Anchorage International Airport 
named after him. 

Back in 1998, when I first arrived in 
the U.S. Senate, I was one of only 
seven female Senators, and if the Sen- 
ate was a men's club, then the Appro- 
priations Committee was its inner 
sanctum. 

There was not a single woman on the 
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, 
but that is where I wanted to serve. 

I explained to Senator Stevens—who 
was then the ranking member of the 
committee—that Texas has more Army 
soldiers than any other State, more Air 
Force airmen and women stationed in 
Texas than any other State, and our 
defense industry builds everything 
from fighter aircraft to Army trucks to 
artillery systems to sophisticated elec- 
tronics equipment for the Pentagon. 

Therefore, I hoped to be able to serve 
on that committee. 

After some careful thought, Senator 
Stevens agreed, and welcomed me to 
the Committee. 

Senator Stevens has been known to 
show dramatic performances on the 
Senate floor, keeping wandering eyes 
focused on the urgent issues that need 
to be addressed. 

One day, during a mark-up in the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, 
Senator Stevens, who chaired the com- 
mittee at the time, grew very animated 
and laid down the law. 

When a frustrated senior Senator 
told Senator Stevens that ‘‘there was 
no reason to lose your temper," Sen- 
ator Stevens glared back and re- 
sponded, ‘І never lose my temper. I al- 
ways know exactly where I left it.” 

Senator Stevens acknowledges his 
quick temper; but those who know him 
see the other side—a compassionate 
heart. 
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I will never forget when a group of 
protestors gathered outside of the Ap- 
propriations Committee conference to 
demand increased funding for breast 
cancer research. 

One particularly agitated advocate 
got in Senator Stevens' face and said, 
"If men were dying of breast cancer, 
you wouldn't think twice about in- 
creasing the funding." 

Needless to say, those words made 
quite an impact on Senator Stevens, 
but probably not what this advocate 
anticipated. 

When Senator Stevens walked back 
into the conference, he repeated the 
charge and then looked around at his 
mostly male colleagues. 

He knew that at least 6 of them suf- 
fered from prostate cancer. 

He also noticed that the bill they 
were considering didn't fund prostate 
cancer research. 

But thanks to the excellent sugges- 
tion of the woman in the hallway, he 
became an advocate for breast cancer 
research and prostate cancer research. 
Senator Stevens became a leader on 
these issues. 

He has been à champion of а strong 
national defense and of the men and 
women who serve in the military. 

I wish him and his family the best.e 

GORDON SMITH 

ө Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, we have 
come to the end of another legislative 
session and we are all preparing to re- 
turn home to celebrate the holidays 
with our friends and families back 
home. As we close the books on the 
110th Session of Congress, it is good to 
have this opportunity take а moment 
to say goodbye to our colleagues who 
wil not be with us when the gavel 
opens the next session of Congress. We 
will miss them all. 

One Senator we will particularly 
miss when the next session of Congress 
begins is GORDON SMITH. GORDON 18 à 
remarkable representative of his home 
State and he has been an important 
voice for the people of Oregon during 
his 12 years of service in the Senate. 

I have enjoyed coming to know GOR- 
DON and having а chance to work with 
him on several issues of concern to the 
people of our States. During his serv- 
ice, he has compiled à remarkable 
record of success that has earned him а 
reputation for his ability to get things 
done in both the private and public sec- 
tor. 

GORDON and I have something in 
common—a love of numbers and the in- 
tricacies of the law and how they im- 
pact the small businesses of our Na- 
tion. We are both aware of the impor- 
tance of the small business community 
and the jobs they provide to the people 
of this Nation. Without them our local, 
State and national economies would be 
in even worse shape than they are right 
now. With them, there is great hope 
and confidence that we will be able to 
find à solution to the economic prob- 
lems facing our country. 
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GORDON knows something about run- 
ning а small business from the days he 
Spent trying to revive the frozen vege- 
table processing company that had 
been in his family's hands. Because of 
the strength of his will, his determina- 
tion to succeed, and his commitment 
to excellence, he was able to produce 
amazing results. He took what had 
been an unprofitable business and 
turned it into one of the largest frozen 
food companies in the United States. 
His incredible ride to the top earned 
him a place in the Frozen Food Indus- 
try Hall of Fame. 

It also earned him a spot on the Sen- 
ate Finance Committee, where he has 
worked tirelessly to protect the small 
businesses of our Nation. His business 
Sense and the practical experience he 
had of meeting à payroll and planning 
а budget helped him to master all of 
the details of our tax policy. He has an 
uncanny sense and а profound under- 
standing of what works and what 
doesn't—and why. Fortunately, he has 
been at the right place at the right 
time and has known what to do to fix 
things and right our country's eco- 
nomic ship. 

GORDON’s commitment to our fami- 
lies has shown itself in many ways, 
most notably, by his work to tackle 
the problem of uninsured children. He 
offered an amendment that passed the 
Senate that provided for an increase in 
Federal cigarette taxes to fund a pro- 
gram to cover some 6 million uninsured 
children who were eligible for but were 
not enrolled in State health insurance 
programs or Medicaid. 

He fought for our children because 
GORDON understands full well that they 
are our most important resource. If we 
don't provide them with affordable 
health care, à good education, and a 
supportive home environment that will 
make it possible for them to be suc- 
cessful in school and later in life, then 
nothing we do, no matter how well we 
do it will matter much in the long run. 

GORDON knew it would not be easy to 
pass that amendment, but he was ready 
for a fight. He made it clear that if 
anything was worth fighting for, that 
was it. It really was no wonder, there- 
fore, when he won a clear and decisive 
victory—not for himself, but for those 
6 million children who now have а 
chance to live à happier and healthier 
life, thanks to GORDON SMITH. It's an- 
other proud chapter in his legislative 
career—and it's part of а legacy of 
service to the people of Oregon that 
will never be forgotten. 

As I have come to know GORDON, I 
have thought that he is a little like me 
because we both love to confound those 
in both parties who are surprised to see 
us working so well with members on 
both sides of the aisle. We have both 
worked with TED KENNEDY and thanks 
to his willingness to help us pursue à 
common agenda, we have both been 
able to make progress on the issues 
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that concern us and the people back 
home. 

In the months to come, I believe we 
will most remember GORDON for the 
way he faced the personal tragedy of 
losing a son. I can only imagine the 
pain that comes with such a loss. GOR- 
DON handled that time in his life with 
great strength and shared his experi- 
ence with us, not to draw attention to 
himself, but because he knew that ‘‘his 
having been there" would enable him 
to reach out to help those who might 
be facing à similar struggle in the lives 
of their own families. 

As he began to heal from that painful 
wound, he took that personal tragedy 
and gave it added meaning by working 
to pass а suicide prevention bill that 
now bears his son's name. It was an- 
other battle he fought because it was 
the right thing to do. He took up the 
cause because he believed in it with all 
his heart. As а result, the Garrett Lee 
Smith Memorial Act will forever serve 
as a loving testament of a father to the 
life of his son. It will encourage us all 
to reach out to those facing similar 
problems so they can receive the help 
and support they need to go on with 
their lives. 

I have always known GORDON to be à 
man of great spiritual strength, a 
former Mormon bishop who has deep 
personal and moral convictions. He has 
a strong sense of right and wrong and 
his inner compass has helped to guide 
him in the direction that he felt was 
best for his State and the Nation. He is 
an individual blessed with a strong and 
determined spirit who has a special 
place in his heart and his life for his 
God and his country.e 
e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute to Senator GORDON 
SMITH, with whom I have had the privi- 
lege of working throughout his 12 years 
of service in the U.S. Senate. Gordon 
has been а great friend to me as he has 
to so many of us—but most impor- 
tantly he has been à tremendous asset 
to the Senate, the Nation, and cer- 
tainly the great State of Oregon. 

Since his election to the U.S. Senate 
in 1996, the people of Oregon have bene- 
fited immeasurably from Senator 
SMITH’s leadership. Throughout his 
service on numerous committees, in- 
cluding the Commerce and Finance 
Committees where we have served to- 
gether, Senator SMITH has been a cred- 
it to this body and has left a positive 
and lasting mark—exemplified by his 
tireless work on the State Children’s 
Health Insurance Program, and the 
leadership he took in defending the 
Medicaid program from misguided 
budget cuts. 

Above all else, Senator SMITH always 
perceived his responsibility as rep- 
resenting his country before his party. 
There is no doubt that as we move for- 
ward into next Congress, I, for one, will 
miss his independent perspective. 

Since 1992, when he won election to 
the Oregon State Senate, Senator 


24791 


SMITH has devoted his life to public 
service—and his integrity and dedica- 
tion to the finest ideals of service 
make him a role model for all Ameri- 
cans. Few who have held the position 
of U.S. Senator have been able to com- 
bine his candor, civility, aptitude, and 
absolute dedication to the public good 
that have allowed him to be such an ef- 
fective, bipartisan Member of the Sen- 
ate. 

What many may not understand is 
the camaraderie that we build with our 
fellow Members of the Senate. We 
spend aggregate months each year sep- 
arated from our homes, families, and 
friends and in doing so, each of us be- 
comes a part of an extended family. So 
it was the most acute and profound 
sadness that we all felt in our hearts 
upon the loss in 2003 of GORDON’s son, 
Garrett Lee. And having read Senator 
SMITH’s book, Remembering Garrett, 
One Family’s Battle with a Child’s De- 
pression, I still find it almost unimagi- 
nable the grace and courage he dis- 
played in continuing his work during 
the most difficult of times after Gar- 
rett’s tragic passing. 

As a testament to his humble nature, 
Senator SMITH turned from his own 
loss to help others. And he forged a re- 
markable and indelible legacy for his 
son with the Garrett Lee Smith Memo- 
rial Act—legislation to which Senator 
SMITH has dedicated his life. This act, 
which the President signed into law on 
October 21, 2004, authorized $82 million 
for suicide-prevention and awareness 
programs, and represented just the 
first step Senator SMITH has taken to 
help prevent other families from hav- 
ing to experience what his has endured. 

Ou Government is supposed to work 
for the people, and few individuals dur- 
ing my tenure in public service have 
exemplified this truism more so than 
Senator SMITH. In the Senate, GORDON 
never allowed a party label to deter- 
mine who he works with on critical 
legislation affecting our Nation. He 
had the skill to work across the aisle 
with intelligence and grace, and most 
of all, his highest priority was his con- 
stituents in Oregon. Whether he was 
fighting for transit funding in urban 
Portland or assistance in coastal fish- 
ing communities and rural timber 
towns, GORDON always knew where his 
roots were, and he was invariably an 
eloquent champion for those issues 
that truly mattered for the people of 
Oregon. 

GORDON, we thank you, we will miss 
you, and please know that you have 
left а positive and indelible mark on 
the Senate. All the best to you, Shar- 
on, and your entire family for the fu- 
ture.e 
e Mrs. HUTCHISON. GORDON SMITH has 
Served the people of Oregon extremely 
well. 

Before coming to the U.S. Senate, he 
served as director of the family-owned 
Smith frozen foods company in Weston, 
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Oregon, where he created jobs and 
Spurred economic growth. 

GORDON SMITH entered politics with 
his election to the Oregon State Senate 
in 1992, and he became president of that 
body in 1995. 

Since winning election to the U.S. 
Senate in 1996, Senator SMITH has 
worked with his colleagues on both 
sides of the aisle on critical issues. 

Senator SMITH chaired the Special 
Committee on Aging, and he also 
served on the following Senate com- 
mittees: Commerce, Science and Trans- 
portation, Energy and Natural Re- 
sources, Finance, and Indian Affairs. 

Senator SMITH has also courageously 
used family tragedy as a way to edu- 
cate and encourage Americans on a 
very important subject: suicide preven- 
tion for young men and women. 

In 2004, I was so proud when Presi- 
dent Bush signed the Garrett Lee 
Smith Memorial Act, authorizing $82 
million for suicide-prevention and 
awareness programs at colleges. 

Senator SMITH also distinguished 
himself by championing rural Orego- 
nians, including the many farmers and 
ranchers throughout the mountains 
and lake areas of his beautiful State. 

I thank GORDON SMITH for his dedica- 
tion and service, and I wish him well.e 
e Mr. CHAMBLISS. Mr. President, I 
too wish speak of my good friend, Sen- 
ator GORDON SMITH of Oregon. Senator 
SMITH came to the Senate for all the 
right reasons, most importantly to rep- 
resent the people who elected him and 
he has done an outstanding job of doing 
just that. GORDON never shied away 
from the controversial issues and often 
went against the majority position of 
his own party. Every time he did so he 
articulated in a very professional way 
his reason why he was voting and the 
way he did. This always takes courage 
and conviction, and GORDON SMITH pos- 
sesses both. 

I will always admire GORDON’s faith, 
which allowed him to survive personal 
tragedy as well as deal with the day-to- 
day decisions of the Senate. 

Senator GORDON SMITH is one of 
those Members who makes serving in 
the Senate a pleasure. I will miss his 
counsel, his advice, and his friendship. 
God speed to he, Sharon, and their fam- 
ily.e 

JOHN SUNUNU 

ө Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, today I 
wish to pay tribute to Senator JOHN 
SUNUNU, an outstanding public servant 
and fellow New Englander whose com- 
mon-sense approach to governance and 
dedication to problem-solving have 
well-served both his constituents of the 
Granite State of New Hampshire as 
well as his country. 

It is impossible not to like and re- 
spect someone of Senator SUNUNU’s tre- 
mendous affability and enormous capa- 
bility. Personable and analytical, JOHN 
brought to the U.S. Senate what he ex- 
hibited during his accomplished tenure 
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in the U.S. House—a welcomed engi- 
neer’s perspective. So, we are losing 
more than a colleague of undeniable 
skill and integrity—we are going to 
miss his vital and refreshing contribu- 
tion to this Chamber’s national con- 
versation. 

And so, let me just say, it’s been my 
good fortune to serve with JOHN on the 
Senate Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation—specifi- 
cally, the Subcommittee on Oceans, 
Atmosphere, Fisheries, and Coast 
Guard as ranking member, and the 
Senate Committee on Finance. 

Particularly, as a member of the 
Ocean’s Subcommittee, and former 
chair of the Subcommittee on the Na- 
tional Ocean Policy Study, Senator 
SUNUNU advocated for New England's 
fishermen and fishing communities 
through several difficult years. More- 
over, as Maine's groundfishery contin- 
ued to suffer under ever more stringent 
catch limits, and our lobster industry 
faced increasingly strict regulations, 
JOHN’s help was instrumental in keep- 
ing these issues at the fore and pro- 
tecting one of our region's and our Na- 
tion’s most historic professions. For 
his tireless leadership on these crucial 
issues, we are forever grateful. 

On two additional topics that are 
also profoundly critical not only to my 
State of Maine, but also to the entire 
New England region—the vitality of 
Kittery-Portsmouth Naval Shipyard 
and the protection of the pivotal Low 
Income Home Energy Assistance Pro- 
gram or LIHEAP, JOHN and I have been 
vigilant, working hand-in glove to en- 
sure the continued viability of these 
indispensable mainstays of our neigh- 
boring States. 

In fact, in the 110th Congress, we—as 
part of both the New Hampshire and 
Maine delegations—working with the 
Kittery-Portsmouth community, union 
leaders, and Captain Mazzone and his 
world-class team—fought vigorously 
and successfully to secure $20.7 million 
in full funding for the construction of 
the Waterfront Support Facility at 
drydock #8—and $9.9 million for the 
first phase of a new Consolidated Glob- 
al Submarine Component Facility. As a 
much-admired, ‘‘best in Navy perform- 
ance" shipyard that delivers the best 
work consistently on time and under 
budget, Kittery-Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard—the oldest naval shipyard in 
the Nation—unquestionably deserved 
no less. 

When it comes to the life or death 
matter of LIHEAP, since coming to 
Congress in 1997, JOHN has, time and 
again, battled on behalf of thousands of 
families in New Hampshire who require 
fuel assistance to stay warm in their 
homes during the winter months. Sen- 
ator SUNUNU was a stalwart addition to 
the chorus of those championing 
LIHEAP from New England and other 
affected regions around the country. 

Although there are truly serious sub- 
jects of public policy that bind us as 
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New Englanders, nothing brings us to- 
gether more than our beloved Boston 
Red Sox. And I dare say, one of JOHN'S 
fondest memories over the last 6 years 
likely has nothing to do with the U.S. 
Senate and everything to do with being 
from New England and а Red Sox fan— 
as Boston won not one but two World 
Series Championships, shattering the 
much-ballyhooed curse for good. 

In the end, Mr. President, the true 
measure of à person is not making а 
living by what you get—but rather by 
what you give, and JOHN SUNUNU, dur- 
ing his entire time in Congress, has 
given his State of New Hampshire re- 
markable public service worthy of its 
venerable heritage. By entering the 
family business of politics, JOHN has 
indeed been a steward of the country's 
business, and we, and his State of New 
Hampshire, owe him а debt of great 
thanks.e 
e Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, soon the 
gavel will bring to a close the 110th 
Congress and we will say goodbye to 
several good friends who will be leav- 
ing the Senate and returning to their 
home States. We will miss them all. 

JOHN SUNUNU will be heading home at 
the end of the current session and I 
know I will miss him when the next 
session of Congress is called to order on 
the Senate floor. I have enjoyed having 
an opportunity to come to know him 
during his service in the Senate and on 
the Senate Banking Committee. He has 
always impressed me with his knowl- 
edge of the intricacies of our Federal 
mortgage system. It is clear he has al- 
ways had the tools and the talent to be 
an effective representative for the peo- 
ple of his State and he has always been 
a strong and effective voice for the peo- 
ple of New Hampshire. 

JOHN learned about politics and pub- 
lic service at a young age as he 
watched both of his parents pursue 
their careers in their chosen fields. 
JOHN’s mother was а school board 
member, which explains his aptitude 
for science and math. He soon turned 
his talent for numbers into a degree 
from the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and his interest in business 
into а degree from Harvard. 

As the old adage says so well, he 
comes from good stock and a great po- 
litical family. His father served as the 
Governor of New Hampshire and later 
as President Bush's Chief of Staff. He 
learned à great deal from his father 
about politics and what mattered to 
the people of his home State as he 
traveled around New Hampshire with 
his dad. He then put those lessons into 
practice when he made his own run for 
office. 

JOHN's initial run for the House led 
to three successful terms. He then 
launched а successful campaign for the 
Senate. 

As soon as he arrived, he made it 
clear he was going to follow his own 
path and he had his own way of doing 


December 12, 2008 


things. He had spent years working 
with the people of his home State and 
he had a clear view of those issues that 
were of great concern to them. 

When he was asked, he had à ready 
explanation for the reason why he had 
Such а unique perspective on things. It 
was all due, he would say, to his long 
New Hampshire roots. He knew that 
the people of New Hampshire are 
known for their independence and they 
have a long tradition of great respect 
for the rights and freedoms of this 
country. That, he would say, has drawn 
my focus and sparked my interest in 
these issues. 

JOHN has been à welcome and spirited 
presence on the Senate Commerce, 
Science and ‘Transportation Com- 
mittee. His educational background 
has helped him to stay on top of the 
latest technological advances and de- 
velopments and that has helped him in 
the effort to keep our regulations on 
the latest technologies up to date, cur- 
rent and effective. 

Yogi Berra used to say that you can 
observe a lot just by watching. I hope 
JOHN will forgive me for quoting the 
words of a Yankee legend to a Red Sox 
fan, but as I have watched him in ac- 
tion, it is clear from his style that he 
has a bit of Wyoming in him. Never one 
to look for opportunities to speak to 
the press or make lengthy speeches to 
get noticed, JOHN has always been fo- 
cused on what he could do that would 
help to get things done. In my home 
State we like to say that you can get 
anything done if you don’t care who 
gets the credit. John is like that. He 
has been working to get things done for 
New Hampshire and he has earned the 
credit he has received back home. 

One of the issues that has always 
drawn JOHN’s interest has been the en- 
vironment, especially the quality of 
our air. It is a sensitive issue for him, 
and he has always shown himself up to 
the task of fighting for cleaner air for 
the folks back home. His long list of 
achievements on this and many other 
issues will be his legacy, a record of 
which he can be very proud. 

In the years to come, I will remember 
JOHN for his unique sense of style, his 
determination to get things done for 
his state, and his willingness to stand 
up for those things he believed in with 
that remarkable intellect of his. He’s 
not just a smart guy. There are a lot of 
very gifted individuals who knew what 
had to be done but could just never do 
it. JOHN is a thoughtful man of action 
who has an in-depth understanding of 
the problems that face the Nation and 
a unique insight into what will work 
and what won’t. Simply put, JOHN 
knows how to make the right things 
happen. 

Now JOHN and Kitty will be returning 
home to New Hampshire to begin some 
new and exciting chapter in their lives. 
I don’t know what they will decide to 
do, but I do know that JOHN will stay 
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active and involved in the issues that 
concern him that carried him to Wash- 
ington for these past 12 years to serve 
in the House and the Senate. He would 
be the first to tell you that it has been 
a pleasure and an honor to work for the 
people of New Hampshire, and I am cer- 
tain we haven’t heard the last from 
him. For my part, I appreciate all his 
help on the issues we worked on to- 
gether, but most of all, I appreciate his 
friendship and his willingness to play 
such an important part in the history 
of New Hampshire and the United 
States. He can be very proud of the dif- 
ference he has made. He has been a 
good and effective Senator and the peo- 
ple of New Hampshire will always be 
proud of him and that they had the 
good sense to send him to Wash- 
ington.e 

e Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
have really enjoyed working with JOHN 
SUNUNU. 

JOHN SUNUNU grew up in Salem, NH, 
and is one of eight children. He was 
first introduced to public service at a 
young age, when his mother served as 
chairman of the local school board. 

JOHN attended public schools, grad- 
uated from Salem High School, and re- 
ceived bachelor’s and master’s degrees 
in mechanical engineering from the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 

JOHN also earned a master’s degree in 
business administration from the Har- 
vard Graduate School of Business. 

JOHN SUNUNU first ran for public of- 
fice in 1996, winning election in New 
Hampshire’s 1st District and serving 
three terms in the U.S. House. 

In 2002, JOHN defeated both an incum- 
bent Senator and an incumbent Gov- 
ernor to become the youngest member 
of the U.S. Senate. 

As a Senator, JOHN distinguished 
himself as an innovative legislator, 
bringing his extensive background in 
science, engineering, and small busi- 
ness to his work in Washington. 

Senator SUNUNU has been a staunch 
advocate for low taxes, smarter regula- 
tion, and civil liberties. 

Senator SUNUNU is also a man of 
heart. 

I will never forget that in July 2005, 
to show solidarity with Senator SPEC- 
TER, who had lost his hair due to chem- 
otherapy, Senator SUNUNU shaved his 
head. 

Since he is still a young man at the 
age of 44, I suspect that we will be 
hearing a lot more from JOHN SUNUNU 
in the years to come. 

I wish him well in his future endeav- 
ors.@ 

e Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, Maine 
and New Hampshire have much in com- 
mon. When JOHN SUNUNU came to the 
Senate six years ago, I immediately 
saw in him those traits shared by the 
people of our two States: a strong work 
ethic combined with a great sense of 
humor, traditional values balanced by 
a spirit of innovation, and fiscal pru- 
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dence always tempered by compassion. 
He quickly became not only a valued 
colleague but also a trusted friend. 

JOHN’s extraordinary intellect, wis- 
dom, and experience belied his young 
age and benefited this chamber and Na- 
tion. His upbringing in a family de- 
voted to public service, his education 
in science, engineering, and business, 
and his experience in the House of Rep- 
resentatives made him a veteran from 
day one. His ability to analyze chal- 
lenges and devise creative solutions 
made him an esteemed colleague. 

In the best tradition of the Senate, 
JOHN brought his knowledge and expe- 
rience to bear on some of the most 
pressing issues we face. In technology, 
he has been a leader committed to 
growth and advancement. He has been 
a devoted advocate for special edu- 
cation and rural health care. He has 
been a strong voice for our forest prod- 
ucts industry and for a sound energy 
policy that would reduce our dangerous 
reliance on foreign oil. 

It has been an honor to work with 
him on the Homeland Security Com- 
mittee. His diligence and commitment 
have helped make America safer. His 
tireless leadership to reform the Pa- 
triot Act demonstrated his unwavering 
commitment to safeguard the civil lib- 
erties Americans cherish. 

In addition to his leadership on na- 
tional issues like the Patriot Act and 
tax policy, JOHN has been an effective 
advocate for projects of special concern 
to New Hampshire, whether it is low- 
income heating assistance and weath- 
erization programs or the Portsmouth 
Naval Shipyard. We recently worked 
closely together with our two col- 
leagues to secure $20 billion for the 
shipyard’s new dry dock to help secure 
its future. 

Above all, Senator JOHN SUNUNU has 
distinguished himself as a champion of 
good government. He is an independent 
thinker who stands up—always—for 
what he believes to be right for New 
Hampshire and right for our country. 
He has a sharp eye for wasteful spend- 
ing and is a resolute fighter for fiscal 
responsibility. 

It has been an honor to serve with 
JOHN, and I wish him and his family all 
the best. I will miss serving with him 
day to day, but I know that he will 
continue to accomplish a great deal.e 

PETE DOMENICI 

e Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor an undeniable, univer- 
sally-acknowledged legend of the U.S. 
Senate, an outstanding public servant 
who has been a legislative master of 
this institution and its most labyrin- 
thine but pivotal and influential proce- 
dures, and a U.S. Senator who, with 
passion and verve, brilliantly grasped 
the complex nuances of legislation 
without losing the broader perspective 
driving the national issues of the day. 
I am referring, of course, to the Senior 
Senator from New Mexico, PETE 
DOMENICI. 
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In his 36 years serving the people of 
New Mexico in this venerable institu- 
tion, Senator DOMENICI embraced and 
confronted the most difficult or con- 
sequential of matters regardless of op- 
position or the complexity of the sub- 
ject. Indeed, Mr. President, as our 
country faces myriad challenges, it is 
with a heavy heart that we lose not 
only an exceptional colleague and 
friend to many of us, but one of the 
Senate’s finest legislators. 

I had the distinct privilege of wit- 
nessing PETE DOMENICI’s sterling lead- 
ership and political acumen firsthand 
when he chaired the Senate Committee 
on the Budget from 1995 to 2002 in three 
successive Congresses. Having been a 
member on the House Budget Com- 
mittee, I can tell you that serving on 
the Senate Budget Committee during 
PETE’s chairmanship represented a 
magnificent opportunity for a fresh- 
man Senator—not to mention the fact 
that PETE empathized with me as he 
had been offered а seat on the com- 
mittee as a freshman Senator as well. 

Although PETE was quoted as saying 
that he joined the committee in 1978 
"because it was available to me as а 
freshman, when other committees were 
not," history will show that the Senate 
Budget Committee, the U.S. Senate, 
and the country were all well-served 
because of PETE DOMENICI’s undaunted 
command of the budget process and the 
esteem and respect with which he was 
held by his colleagues. 

As I joined the Senate Budget Com- 
mittee in 1995 with Chairman DOMENICI 
at the helm, we worked hand-and-glove 
to reprioritize our Federal budget, in- 
still greater fiscal discipline, and pass 
a balanced budget for the first time in 
26 years. Success was going to require 
dedication and pragmatism or in 
PETE’s words, “guts.” 

I well recall standing on the floor of 
the Senate as we were debating the 
budget resolution, and, referencing 
Winston Churchill's famous remark, I 
said, ‘‘I feel we finally have reached the 
‘end of the beginning’ of what I hope 
will eventually be known as the first 
Seven-year budget to reach a balance in 
over a generation." And the force be- 
hind that legislative and budgetary 
milestone was the Senator we honor 
today, PETE DOMENICI. The ramifica- 
tions of our work on that budget reso- 
lution, along with our strong bipar- 
tisan 92 to 8 victory on the 1997 Bal- 
anced Budget Act, represent a historic 
template for how this institution tack- 
les budgetary issues today and likely 
will in the future. 

However, what has resonated the 
most through the years—and what is 
certainly one of the crowning hall- 
marks of his monumental legacy—is 
how PETE reminded us that the Senate 
can indeed achieve resolution by bridg- 
ing the partisan divide and forsaking 
polarizing acrimony in favor of sub- 
stantive action advancing the public 
good. 
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Senator DOMENICI brought this same 
constancy of purpose and tireless com- 
mitment to the common good to his 
advocacy for mental health parity in 
healthcare coverage. Vigorously work- 
ing across the aisle with Senators 
Wellstone and KENNEDY, Senator 
DOMENICI demonstrated that building 
bipartisan coalitions based on common 
objectives and good will were not only 
possible but fundamental to creating 
good policy. 

As Senator DOMENICI made his com- 
pelling case against the inequality of 
mental healthcare to the White House 
and to each Member of the Senate, his 
personal history with the disease was 
conveyed in a manner that could not 
have been more poignant and powerful. 
The story of Clare, Senator DOMENICI’s 
daughter, mirrors that of millions of 
Americans afflicted with a mental 
health disorder, and Senator DOMENICI 
courageously recognized that he was 
uniquely positioned to help shepherd 
the message that health care coverage 
should not financially discriminate on 
the basis of this disease. 

Although Senator Wellstone charac- 
terized his partnership with Senator 
DOMENICI as, ‘‘an odd couple," where 
their political philosophies diverged, 
there common allegiance to making a 
difference paved the way for enormous 
strides that engendered an effective 
bond. And with stately leadership, Sen- 
ator DOMENICI and Senator KENNEDY 
rallied the Senate, which at that point 
had mourned the tragic loss of Senator 
Wellstone, to action, passing the Men- 
tal Health Parity Act which the Presi- 
dent signed into law. Once again, Mr. 
President, Senator  DOMENICI con- 
founded the status quo and fought for 
meaningful change. 

I believe we ought to have more, not 
fewer, “оаа couples" and alliances in 
the Senate, given that compromise and 
conciliation are the true and necessary 
lifelines to achieving real results. To 
that end, my hope is that the Domen- 
ici-Wellstone-Kennedy example will 
constitute a model for generations to 
come of bipartisanship and comity. 
And I couldn’t have been more pleased, 
having been a longtime leader on this 
issue myself, to work in accord with 
Senator DOMENICI in bringing this mat- 
ter to fruition in the 110th Congress. 

Lastly, I cannot help but applaud 
Senator DOMENICI for his indispensable 
role in championing the 2005 Energy 
Policy Act. And while we had some dif- 
ferences on policy, once again, true to 
his relentless work ethic, his can-do 
optimism, and dogged determination, 
what was most conspicuously vital and 
on display was Senator DOMENICI’s 
pragmatism in crafting this legisla- 
tion. 

Advancing this measure required 
Senator DOMENICI to compromise with 
his own colleague from New Mexico, 
Senator BINGAMAN. Yet they sought, 
found, and maximized the common de- 
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nominators that would, in the end, 
allow this bill to be signed into law. It 
stands as an enduring testament to 
Senator DOMENICI that the final energy 
bill in 2005 passed with 71 votes, and 
Congress took a serious step forward in 
addressing our energy crisis. 


Time and again, Senator DOMENICI 
has placed legislative performance 
above political posturing, and a desire 
for concrete results above the din of 
discord and rancor. And in the process, 
Senator DOMENICI leaves a formidable 
legacy of establishing the standard for 
facilitating the budget process, pro- 
viding mental health parity for mil- 
lions of Americans, and forging a crit- 
ical first step toward altering the 
course of our long-dormant energy pol- 
icy. 

For well more than three decades, 
this institution has been blessed to 
have among our ranks one of the giant 
legislators of his generation and our 
time, and we will miss you PETE and 
all you brought to the Senate, to pub- 
lic service, and to the people of New 
Mexico. As the son of Italian immi- 
grants, who worked in your father’s 
whole grocery business, and who would 
later become a minor baseball pitcher, 
math teacher, lawyer, and then a leg- 
endary Senator—you truly exemplify 
the very best of the American story 
and dream. To Nancy and the entire 
DOMENICI family, thank you for sharing 
PETE with us and our country. We are 
all the better for knowing him, work- 
ing with him, and calling him our col- 
league and friend. 


JOHN WARNER 


Mr. President, I rise today to pay 
tribute to my good friend and col- 
league, a true giant of this institution, 
and a consummate public servant, the 
gentleman—and I use that term with 
every fiber of the true definition of the 
word—the gentleman from Virginia, 
Senator JOHN WARNER. 


Mr. President, in delivering these re- 
marks, and most especially in consid- 
ering Senator WARNER’s impending re- 
tirement from the Senate, I have cho- 
sen not to focus on the tremendous loss 
to this body that will occur with 
JOHN'S departure—though the dimen- 
sion of that loss is indisputably monu- 
mental. Rather, I prefer to recall the 
incalculable contributions JOHN has 
made to enhancing this institution 
since his arrival here nearly 30 years 
ago—and his unparalleled commitment 
to the state and the Nation he has 
Served so honorably and so well. 


JOHN and I both came to the Congress 
at the same time—albeit to different 
chambers. I had long been familiar 
with Senator WARNER's outstanding 
reputation as a man of strength, char- 
acter, knowledge and integrity from 
my days in the House. And it didn't 
take long for me to find out why when 
I joined him in the Senate. 
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Among many memories is my service 
on the Senate Armed Services Com- 
mittee as Chair of the Seapower Sub- 
committee under JOHN's leadership as 
chairman—and the command and the 
focus and the vision that he brought to 
that critical panel. I can tell you, with 
his long service on the committee—and 
of course as a former Secretary of the 
Navy, there wasn't anyone who in- 
stilled greater confidence when it came 
to meeting the challenges of limited 
defense dollars and the reality of that 
post-Cold War period than JOHN WAR- 
NER. 

Icertainly well recall that at a time 
when our foreign policy had quite 
frankly made our Navy into America's 
"Emergency 9-1-1" force, with a 381 
percent increase in contingency oper- 
ations at that time from the previous 
ten years, at a time when the branches 
of the services weren't meeting their 
recruitment goals and the Air Force 
and Navy were woefully short of pilots, 
at a time when China was continuing 
to make quantum leaps in military 
technology, Senator WARNER's exper- 
tise and leadership didn't arrive à mo- 
ment to soon. 

I remember an instance when he 
called our allies to account on 
Kosovo—when he saw that our Euro- 
pean partners had deployed only 722 of 
the 1,264 policemen they had promised 
to provide as part of the Kosovo Police 
Force, he held them to their commit- 
ment. He exposed that inequity and 
thanks to his hand at the helm they 
began to change their course. 

From day one as chairman, Senator 
WARNER was relentless in scrutinizing 
existing defense programs as well as ar- 
ticulating a vision for the future. And 
no where was that more in evidence— 
or more prescient, for that matter, 
than when he created the Emerging 
Threats Subcommittee, to address ev- 
erything from cyberterrorism to ter- 
rorist threats here at home. 

Indeed, as I said at an event at the 
time, ‘‘the fact is, since Soviet power 
has receded from the heart of Europe, 
the United States faces more region- 
ally diverse and unpredictable chal- 
lenges to its national security than 
ever before. And JOHN knew we must be 
prepared to respond." Well, that was 
and is the JOHN WARNER I know—al- 
ways looking ahead, always antici- 
pating the next challenge, and always 
working to meet those challenges head 
on. 

And above all else, no one, no one, is 
more concerned about the welfare and 
well-being of our brave men and women 
in uniform than JOHN WARNER. 

Interestingly, Senator WARNER Was 
Undersecretary of the Navy while the 
late Senator John Chafee served as 
Secretary. And might I just say as an 
aside, what an extraordinary duo would 
come out of the Pentagon to subse- 
quently serve side-by-side in the 
United States Senate. And like John 
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Chafee, JOHN WARNER earned the un- 
wavering respect of our military men 
and women because of his unflagging 
respect for each and every one of them. 

Certainly, Senator WARNER has al- 
ways had unlimited enthusiasm and 
commitment for the men and women of 
the Navy and Marine Corps. In fact, I 
understand that, in a time before there 
were elevators and escalators in the 
Pentagon, he was known for quite lit- 
erally bounding up the steps ‘‘two by 
two" in the mornings, and that he did 
so every morning to get to his office to 
serve the officers, sailors, and Marines 
for whom he cared so much. 

I am certain it is that very spirit 
that explains why he is so beloved by 
our members of the armed forces of the 
United States. I am certain it is also 
that spirit that’s made him so beloved 
by members of this United States Sen- 
ate. 

It’s a spirit not only of ‘‘can do’’, but 
of ‘‘must do". It’s an honor-bound dedi- 
cation to the notion that we all have а 
sworn duty to our constitution and to 
our country to leave а better nation for 
having acted in our country's best in- 
terests. 

Its а quality we witnessed once 
again during historic debates on our 
course in our war in Iraq. Senator 
WARNER consistently brought to bear 
his credibility, his gravitas, and his ex- 
perience to elevate the Senate's delib- 
erations and rise above the din of par- 
tisanship. What JOHN WARNER said on 
the matter of Iraq—or on any military 
issue of vital import—carried the 
weight of an intellect pledged solely to 
the concept and pursuit of doing what 
is right. 

And at no time was JOHN’s sense of 
the greater good more evident than in 
JOHN’s leadership in the so-called 
“Gang of 14’’—at a crossroads when the 
very institution of the Senate was 
caught in the cross-hairs of a struggle 
over judicial nominations. As we re- 
call, at the time, the repeated, sys- 
temic filibuster of the President's 
nominees had been a corrosive force on 
the Senate. At the same time, the re- 
peated, systematic filibuster of the 
President’s nominees had been a corro- 
sive force on the Senate. At the same 
time, exercising the so-called ‘‘nuclear 
option’’—that would have jettisoned 
the traditional rules governing these 
nominations—would truly have had 
longstanding consequences for the fu- 
ture of the Senate. 

But we set aside partisan differences 
to help forge consensus to safeguard a 
body constituted to be neither a rubber 
stamp nor a personalized veto. Just 
when we were about to cross a political 
Rubicon, this watershed compromise 
embraced and preserved the essence of 
our Founding Fathers’ vision to 
achieve results through accommoda- 
tion—and embodied the best traditions 
of the Senate. And JOHN WARNER was 
instrumental in standing up and lead- 
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ing that charge—once again, lending 
the gravity of his standing in the Sen- 
ate to advance that crucial cause. 

So when I think of JOHN WARNER, I 
think of an embodiment of what our 
forefathers quite likely had in mind 
when they envisioned a U.S. Senator. 
Someone who is learned, who is delib- 
erative, who is compassionate, who is 
considered, who is experienced, who is 
reasoned and measured in approach— 
but who is most undeniably unafraid to 
act decisively when circumstances de- 
mand. 

That is the caliber of the man to 
whom this institution is about to bid 
farewell. And as we do so, I also cannot 
help but recall the proud tradition of 
extraordinary thinkers and leaders 
that the great Commonwealth of Vir- 
ginia has produced over centuries—the 
ranks of which JOHN WARNER is most 
unquestionably fit to occupy. What a 
credit he has been to his State, what a 
legacy he contributes to Virginia, and 
certainly to America. The people of 
Virginia could not have asked for a 
more eloquent and powerful voice in 
the U.S. Senate—and it was a powerful 
voice not for the brashness of its vol- 
ume or tone, but because of the credi- 
bility and thoughtfulness behind the 
words and thoughts that voice deliv- 
ered. 

Quite simply, he is truly one of the 
best—deeply respected, highly re- 
garded, a principled, independent- 
minded voice of reason. He is what we 
need more of in government. And he 
sets an example for us all. 

He has also been a great friend to 
me—as he has to so many of us. I will 
miss the firmness and sincerity of his 
warm ‘‘hellos’’. I will miss running into 
him in the hallways, on the Senate 
subway, on this floor. I will miss his in- 
stitutional wisdom and depth and 
breadth on the issues. I will miss his 
kindness and comradery. And, I imag- 
ine, there are 98 others in this Chamber 
who feel likewise. 

So let me just say, farewell, JOHN 
WARNER. And while none of us want to 
see you go, there is certainly unani- 
mous consent that—as you yield the 
floor for the final time—no one is more 
deserving of this time to now spend 
with your family, your friends, and 
with whatever personal pursuit you 
may choose—than you, JOHN, as a pub- 
lic servant of so many years, a public 
servant of great accomplishment, and a 
public servant of such positive and in- 
delible consequence to the Senate, and 
to America.e 
e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, it has 
been one of my great honors to serve 
with one of the most distinguished 
Senators in our body, Senator JOHN 
WARNER of Virginia. A man of great 
wisdom, a man committed to the coun- 
try that he has served for many dec- 
ades in à host of important positions. 
JOHN WARNER has never failed his Na- 
tion. In addition to his knowledge and 
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judgment which I so deeply respect and 
have so often followed, he is a true de- 
light to be with and has the rare colle- 
gial skills to bring highly intelligent 
and committed Senators together for 
the common good. As chairman of the 
Armed Services Committee, as its 
ranking member and in the last 2 years 
as its de facto ranking member he has 
continued his record of superb service. 
We have gone through many difficult 
times and without his leadership I 
don't see how we could have worked 
our way through some of our Nation's 
great challenges. 

JOHN WARNER is а product of the 
heart of Virginia. Our affectionate title 
of “squire” reflects the recognition of 
his Virginia heritage and style. Among 
other good qualities no one is more de- 
lightful to travel with than JOHN WAR- 
NER. I cherish the opportunity to have 
listened to many of his stories both hu- 
morous and insightful. He is à walking 
Student of American history. I urged 
him to seek reelection but he chose not 
to. He will be greatly missed. My best 
wishes go with him and his wife 
Jeanne.e 
e Mr. CHAMBLISS. I wish to speak of 
the retirement from the Senate of my 
friend Senator JOHN WARNER. Senator 
WARNER is the quintessential Virginia 
Gentleman. He is gifted of speech, 
courteous, possesses courage and con- 
viction, and is а defender of freedom 
and the Senator most committed to 
the protection of our men and women 
in uniform as well as their families. It 
has been my privilege to serve with 
Senator WARNER on the Armed Serv- 
ices Committee. His leadership as 
Chairman was superb. His commitment 
to protecting America and Americans 
is unparalleled. 

From his days in the U.S. Navy to his 
years as Secretary of the Navy to his 
years in the U.S. Senate, JOHN WARNER 
has provided the kind of service and 
leadership that Virginians and Ameri- 
cans appreciate and respect. 

I will miss JOHN WARNER but cer- 
tainly wish him and Jeanne Godspeed 
as they continue life's journey.e 

TED STEVENS 

e Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, it is always 
a bittersweet moment as the clock 
winds down on the last minutes of the 
current session of Congress and we 
Start to pack up and get ready to head 
home for the holidays. As we do, it's al- 
ways good to take а moment to reflect 
on all we have accomplished over the 
past 2 years and those special Senators 
who did a lot of the heavy lifting who 
will be returning home at the end of 
the year. That is when we begin to re- 
alize just how much they will be 
missed. Such a Senator is TED STE- 
VENS. 

As TED leaves Washington for his be- 
loved Alaska, he will long be remem- 
bered for a long list of achievements in 
the Senate. The fact that he is the Sen- 
ate's longest serving Republican is no 
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accident. It came abut because TED al- 
ways had one foot in Washington and 
the other in his home State of Alaska. 
He was always heading back home 
whenever it was possible to keep in 
touch with the people of his State and 
let them know what he was doing on 
their behalf in Washington. 

TED has an affection for super heroes 
and that is no surprise because TED is 
one. He may not be able to leap tall 
buildings in а single bound, but he was 
able to make sure that the needs of his 
constituents were heard and addressed 
unlike any other Senator for his entire 
Senate career. The people of Alaska 
watched TED hard at work in Wash- 
ington and they liked what they saw. It 
isn't any wonder that the folks back 
home call him not Senator STEVENS 
but Uncle TED. 

When TED returns home, Alaska will 
have lost a powerful force in the Sen- 
ate. He is not only his State's greatest 
fighter, but he is also Alaska’s best 
ambassador. He loves his State and he 
loves showing it off whenever he can. 
Many of us have had а chance to enjoy 
a wonderful dose of his special brand of 
Alaskan hospitality when we have had 
a chance to take a trip to visit that re- 
markable land up north. 

Ilove fishing and hunting and all the 
activities that are possible in the great 
outdoors. So, for me, it was a special 
pleasure to be in Alaska and have a 
chance to take part in TED's Kenai 
Tournament. Alaska is a magical place 
and the fishing and the scenery there is 
second only to Wyoming. More impor- 
tantly, the Kenai Tournament is more 
than а social occasion or a chance to 
get in some great fishing during a 
break. It has à much more important 
purpose. The tournament was created 
to help raise the funds that are needed 
to restore and improve the habitat of 
the salmon in Alaska and over the 
years it has done à remarkable job of 
both protecting and helping to promote 
the wonders of his home State. 

It might surprise some people to 
learn how much TED loves the environ- 
ment of his State and how concerned 
he is that it continues to be preserved 
for future generations to enjoy. It's a 
cause that TED has worked on as he 
dealt with all of us in working to pass 
bills that would help to keep Alaska's 
great outdoors open and available to 
all those who love to hike, fish, hunt or 
just stand back and admire the sce- 
nery. Like me, TED knows that our na- 
tional treasures should be maintained 
not by excessive and intrusive regula- 
tion, but through the efforts of good 
stewards of the land who understand 
its value and its importance to our fu- 
ture as a nation. 

For almost 40 years, whenever it 
came to fighting for Alaska's best in- 
terests on the Senate floor, or pro- 
moting the treasures of Alaska at 
home or here in Washington or any- 
where in between, TED STEVENS has 
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been the voice of Alaska. Whenever an 
issue was brought up in the Senate 
that affected his State, we all knew im- 
mediately to find out what TED thinks. 
He always knew what would be best for 
Alaska and when he spoke, we all 
Stopped to listen. 

Alaska is perhaps best known for its 
towering spectacular and imposing 
mountains that seem to rise dramati- 
cally right out of the ocean. It is the 
perfect backdrop for TED STEVENS who 
is à man to match their mountains. 
TED is a landmark of service and he has 
achieved à mountain of results for the 
people of his State. 

As I have come to know TED I have 
become very aware of the truth of the 
old adage that it isn't the number of 
years in your life that determines who 
you are, it is the amount of life in your 
years. For his entire Senate career, 
TED has kept up an incredible pace and 
he has the results to show for it. He 
just celebrated his birthday and I can 
say that he is a very young 85 years of 
age. 

He won't mind my mentioning his 
age. He's proud of it. He's earned every 
year of it and he certainly hasn't been 
taking it easy. At а time in his life 
when most people his age are sitting 
back and relaxing, TED has been fight- 
ing here in Washington to protect their 
benefits, keep their taxes under con- 
trol, and reduce Federal spending so 
that they could have the peace of mind 
that comes from knowing that things 
are in good hands—TED's hands. 

TED and I get along so well because 
in à lot of ways, Wyoming is a lot like 
Alaska, and that often puts TED and 
me on the same side on a lot of issues. 
We both understand the needs of rural 
America, and we both know how impor- 
tant it is to see that those needs are 
met. 

His determination to serve the people 
back home was most evident when he 
took aim at keeping universal phone 
Service in operation. He knew how im- 
portant phone service is to people, es- 
pecially those in isolated areas. For 
them, а phone is more than just an in- 
strument they can use to keep in touch 
with others. For those in remote re- 
gions, a phone is their lifeline. It helps 
to provide them with the peace of mind 
that comes from knowing they can 
place а call and report an emergency 
whenever they are facing a life threat- 
ening emergency. For them and for all 
Alaskans, there was never any sub- 
stitute for knowing that the Senator 
who speaks for you, understands your 
life and your needs and TED has been 
the one to do that—ever since he first 
came to Washington. 

It will be tough to say goodbye to 
ТЕр when he leaves Washington be- 
cause I will miss having him riding 
Shotgun as we go to work on those 
issues that are going to make a dif- 
ference in the lives of the people of our 
States. As we say in Wyoming, TED is à 
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guy who walks the walk and doesn't 
just talk the talk. He says what he 
means and he means what he says. You 
know just where you stand when you 
deal with TED and he has never been 
one to back down from a fight in com- 
mittee or on the Floor. 

In the years to come, whenever I 
think of TED I will remember him as à 
man of action who knew it was more 
important to get things done than to 
talk about doing things. He was always 
quick to put his words into action and 
get results. He has а wealth of knowl- 
edge about how to get things done in 
the Senate—and done right. When it 
comes to being an effective Senator, 
TED could have written the book on it. 

I won't say goodbye, TED, I will just 
say we'll see you around town. I have 
no doubt that we will keep in touch 
with you and I am sure you will keep 
in touch with us—whenever something 
comes up in the Senate that we need to 
fine tune to make sure it treats Alas- 
kans just right. Thanks for all you 
have done for me, for the West, for 
Alaska and for this Nation. Thanks 
most of all for your friendship. That is 
something I will always treasure most 
of all.e 
ө Mrs. HUTCHISON. Mr. President, I 
wish to speak about my great friend, 
Senator TED STEVENS of Alaska, who 
has served in the U.S. Senate for 40 
years and is the longest-serving Repub- 
lican Senator in history. 

On a personal note, I have always en- 
joyed working with Senator STEVENS, 
and it has been a true privilege to col- 
laborate with him on some of the most 
important issues facing our great Na- 
tion—including energy, health care, 
and national defense. 

Senator STEVENS’ service to the 
United States didn’t begin when he 
stepped inside this Chamber. Rather, 
his service began decades earlier—dur- 
ing some of the most harrowing days of 
World War II. 

Senator STEVENS was part of the 
Greatest Generation who fought and 
won that global struggle for freedom— 
flying a C-47 in the China-Burma-India 
theater. 

Incredibly, over 1,000 of Senator STE- 
VENS’ fellow airmen died ‘‘flying the 
hump" and elsewhere in the China- 
Burma-India theater—a sobering re- 
minder of the high price of freedom. 

For his heroic efforts, Senator STE- 
VENS later received two Distinguished 
Flying Crosses and two Air Medals, as 
well as the Yuan Hai medal awarded by 
the Republic of China. 

After the war, Senator STEVENS com- 
pleted his education at UCLA and Har- 
vard Law School, and then moved to 
Alaska, which was then a U.S. terri- 
tory. 

In the city of Fairbanks, Senator 
STEVENS practiced law for several 
years, until he came to Washington, 
DC to serve in the Eisenhower adminis- 
tration, and also to lobby for Alaska’s 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


admittance into the Union—a mission 
that succeeded in 1959. 

When Senator STEVENS returned to 
Alaska, he ran for—and won—a seat in 
the Alaska House of Representatives, 
and later became House Majority Lead- 
er. 
Then, in December 1968, Governor 
Walter J. Hickel appointed him to fill 
а vacancy in the U.S. Senate. 

In 1970, the voters of Alaska ratified 
that choice by electing Senator STE- 
VENS to finish that term in a special 
election, and then re-electing him six 
more times, always by overwhelming 
margins. 

Senator STEVENS’ achievements are 
legendary in this Chamber—including 
(but not limited to) Chairman of the 
Senate Rules Committee, Chairman of 
the Senate Appropriations Committee, 
and President pro tempore of the U.S. 
Senate—putting him third in line for 
the Presidency from January 2003 to 
January 2007. 

For his many decades of service, Sen- 
ator STEVENS has received and accept- 
ed numerous honors—including having 
the Anchorage International Airport 
named after him. 

Our entire country has been enriched 
and improved by his hard work, dedica- 
tion, and leadership. 

I say this, not as a distant observer, 
but as an up-close witness to his 
achievements. 

Back in 1998, when I first arrived in 
the U.S. Senate, I was one of only 
seven female Senators, and if the Sen- 
ate was a men's club, then the Appro- 
priations Committee was its inner 
sanctum. 

There was not a single woman on the 
Defense Appropriations Subcommittee, 
but that's where I wanted to serve. 

I explained to Senator STEVENS—who 
was then the ranking member of the 
committee—that Texas has more Army 
soldiers than any other State, more Air 
Force Airmen and women stationed in 
Texas than any other State, and our 
defense industry builds everything 
from fighter aircraft to Army trucks to 
artillery systems to sophisticated elec- 
tronics equipment for the Pentagon. 

Therefore, it was absolutely essential 
that a Senator from Texas serve on 
that committee. 

After some careful thought, Senator 
STEVENS agreed and welcomed me to 
the committee. And since that time, he 
has been a valuable mentor to me—not 
to mention a passionate advocate for 
Alaska and America. 

And when I say passion, I really do 
mean passion. 

Senator STEVENS has been known to 
show dramatic performances on the 
Senate floor, keeping wandering eyes 
focused on the urgent issues that need 
to be addressed. 

One day, during a mark-up in the 
Senate Appropriations Committee, 
Senator STEVENS, who chaired the 
committee at the time, grew very ani- 
mated and laid down the law. 


24797 


When a frustrated senior Senator 
told Senator STEVENS that “there was 
no reason to lose your temper," Sen- 
ator STEVENS glared back and re- 
Sponded, *I never lose my temper. I al- 
ways know exactly where I left it." 

But if Senator STEVENS has а temper, 
he also has a compassionate heart. 

I will never forget when a group of 
protestors gathered outside of the Ap- 
propriations Committee conference to 
demand increased funding for breast 
cancer research. 

One particularly agitated advocate 
got in Senator STEVENS' face and said, 
"If men were dying of breast cancer, 
you wouldn't think twice about in- 
creasing the funding." 

Needless to say, those words made 
quite an impact on Senator STEVENS, 
but probably not what this advocate 
anticipated. 

When Senator STEVENS walked back 
into the conference, he repeated the 
charge and then looked around at his 
mostly male colleagues. 

He knew that at least six of them 
suffered from prostate cancer. 

He also noticed that the bill they 
were considering didn't fund prostate 
cancer research. 

But thanks to the excellent sugges- 
tion of the woman in the hallway, he 
was going to advocate breast cancer re- 
Search and prostate cancer research. 
Senator STEVENS was determined to be- 
come a leader on these issues, and over 
time, that is certainly what he's be- 
come. 

I congratulate Senator STEVENS on 
all that he's accomplished for Alaska 
and America, and I wish him well in his 
retirement.e 

CHUCK HAGEL 

ө Ms. SNOWE. Mr. President, I rise to 
express my enormous gratitude and 
deep appreciation to my good friend 
and colleague, Senator CHUCK HAGEL, 
for his 12 years of sterling leadership 
and steadfast service in the U.S. Sen- 
ate. 

A man of deep-seated principle, 
honor, conscience, and conviction, Sen- 
ator HAGEL has been a stalwart legis- 
lator and an unwavering guardian of 
the first branch of government during 
his remarkable two-term tenure in the 
Senate. And, having served with CHUCK 
side-by-side for that entire period—in- 
cluding, in the 107th Congress on the 
Senate Committee on the Budget, and 
subsequently for the remaining three 
Congresses on the Senate Committee 
on Intelligence—I can attest firsthand 
to the tremendous intellect, independ- 
ence, and integrity that he has brought 
to his office and to some of the most 
consequential debates of our time. 

Anyone familiar with Senator 
HAGEL’s background will notice readily 
how a fourth generation Nebraskan 
steeped in the time-honored traditions 
and mores of the heartland was well- 
equipped with the bedrock character 
and unshakable foundation necessary 
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to reach the highest heights in both 
the public and private sector. Whether 
serving as President Reagan’s Deputy 
Administrator of the Veterans’ Admin- 
istration, demonstrating keen entre- 
preneurial acumen as an early leader in 
the cellphone industry, heading the 
World USO, or eventually running suc- 
cessfully for the U.S. Senate from Ne- 
braska, the common denominator, time 
and again, pervading Senator HAGEL’s 
life—and what has shaped his renowned 
trajectory of accomplishment in every 
undertaking he has pursued—has been 
his unwavering love for his country 
and abiding faith in its founding prin- 
ciples. 

Nowhere was Senator HAGEL’s devo- 
tion to our Nation more paramount 
than when his country called on him to 
serve in Vietnam, where he and his 
brother Tom, having bravely enlisted 
together, fought shoulder-to-shoulder 
as infantry squad leaders with the U.S. 
Army’s 9th Infantry Division. Both dis- 
played enormous heroism on the field 
of battle and were decorated soldiers, 
with CHUCK earning two Purple Hearts. 

As you can imagine, it has been a 
privilege over these past 12 years to 
witness the courage and candor of this 
American hero and esteemed colleague, 
whether on measures addressing war, 
specifically in Iraq, or matters con- 
cerning the Foreign Intelligence Sur- 
veillance Act, FISA. Senator HAGEL 
was indeed my compatriot and ideolog- 
ical soul mate on the Senate Intel- 
ligence Committee. If you must go into 
battle whether in war or in politics, 
you want to engage your opponents 
with someone of CHUCK HAGEL’s mettle 
and fortitude. 

A true conservative who believes in 
limited government—and that the dif- 
fusion of power and authority are the 
surest check against despotism and the 
best hope for democracy—Senator 
HAGEL has demonstrated a visceral and 
unending passion for this institution 
and for the possibilities of effective 
governance by people of good will. And 
Senator HAGEL crystallized this deeply 
held belief in his farewell speech on the 
floor of the Senate when he emphasized 
to his colleagues that... 

Article I of the constitution is about the 
Congress. We are a co-equal branch of gov- 
ernment. And if anything I’ve learned in the 
12 years I’ve been here is the importance of 
sharing, participating in the governance of 
our country, being part of that governance, 
helping make decisions with the president 
and the executive. 

Finally, as a Mainer, I must say how 
fitting it was that a few years ago Sen- 
ator HAGEL was recognized as one of 
the esteemed recipients of The Edmund 
S. Muskie Distinguished Public Service 
Award. Senator HAGEL exemplifies the 
best of the Muskie tradition which was 
built upon certain irrefutable, sterling 
standards for high intellect, unassail- 
able integrity, and a lifetime of leg- 
endary service. 

To his wife Lilibet and their daugh- 
ter Allyn and son Ziller, thank you for 
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sharing your husband and your father 
with us for these 12 years. And to 
CHUCK, we will miss your voice and 
your vision. By your words and in your 
deeds, you bring to mind the Greek 
playwright and poet, Aeschylus, who 
wrote that ‘‘his resolve is not to seem 
the bravest, but to be." You have been 
a brave steward of the public trust, and 
we are forever thankful.e 

WAYNE ALLARD 
e Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, one of 
the great privileges of my tenure in the 
Senate has been to serve with my col- 
league WAYNE ALLARD from Colorado. 

He and his wonderful wife and part- 
ner Joan have contributed greatly to 
the life of the Senate. WAYNE has been 
a leading advocate for a strong space 
and missile defense program, an impor- 
tant issue when he chaired the Stra- 
tegic Subcommittee of the U.S. Senate 
Committee on the Armed Services. I 
was honored to follow him in that posi- 
tion when he moved to the prestigious 
Appropriations Committee. 

WAYNE has also been a firm and con- 
sistent voice for a sound economic pol- 
icy based on the free market, lower 
taxes, free trade, and restraint in 
spending. Day after day—year after 
year—he never wavered in those prin- 
ciples. 

I deeply regret that WAYNE took a 
pledge to not seek a third term in the 
Senate. His unqualified commitment to 
principle will be sorely missed. WAYNE 
is a man of integrity, and he never 
hesitated to keep the promise he made 
to the voters of Colorado. 

WAYNE and I came to the Senate to- 
gether. We have been good friends 
throughout our time here. We have 
stood together in the Armed Services 
Committee in support of our men and 
women in uniform. We were thrilled to 
see the child tax credit become law, 
providing relief to hard-working Amer- 
ican families. We witnessed many 
other important pieces of legislation be 
enacted into law. And we were able to 
stop quite a few bad pieces also. 

Mary and I send our best and most 
sincere wishes to WAYNE and Joan. I 
know that he will continue to con- 
tribute to the good of Colorado and to 
the Nation.e 


ERE 


AUTOMOBILE INDUSTRY CRISIS 


e Mr. WYDEN. Yesterday, when I heard 
the majority leader was going to call a 
cloture vote, I changed my schedule 
and hurriedly returned to Washington, 
DC, from Oregon, where I had been 
working on the Oregon Business Plan 
at the Oregon Business Summit in 
Portland. I was on an airplane, about 
an hour away from the Capitol, when 
the Senate Leader called the vote, and 
I missed the cloture vote on the $14 bil- 
lion loan package for the U.S. auto- 
mobile industry. It is my under- 
standing that if my vote could have 
possibly made the difference, the Lead- 
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er would have waited for my plane to 
arrive, but I want it to be noted that it 
was my intention to vote for cloture. 
While I continue to have concerns 
about ensuring that taxpayers are pro- 
tected if this loan is to occur, I believe 
that if the President can unwisely pro- 
vide $700 billion of taxpayer money for 
the investment banks that took hor- 
ribly unacceptable risks and helped 
trigger an economic collapse, we cer- 
tainly have a duty to attempt to pre- 
Serve à cornerstone domestic industry 
and the jobs of hundreds of thousands 
of working people whose personal ac- 
tions are in no way responsible for the 
current economic crisis.e 

e Mr. KERRY. Mr. President, I am ex- 
tremely disappointed that the Senate 
was not able to pass legislation to 
make bridge loan funding available to 
our country's automotive industry— 
not because I condone the behavior of 
these companies in recent years which 
brought them to the brink but because 
I believe allowing their failure at а 
time of great economic uncertainty 
could deal а serious blow to our na- 
tional economy. 

The domestic automotive industry 
represents almost four percent of our 
Nation's gross domestic product and 
ten percent of our industrial produc- 
tion by value. One out of every 10 U.S. 
jobs is impacted by the U.S. auto- 
motive industry. GM, Ford and Chrys- 
ler account for roughly 65 percent of 
U.S. auto production and support mil- 
lions of jobs across all 50 States. The 
Center for Automotive Research re- 
cently reported that in Massachusetts 
alone, the automobile industry ac- 
counts for more than 28,000 jobs and 
$256 million in wages. The bridge loans 
that would have been made available 
through this legislation would have 
gone to protect not only the jobs de- 
pendent on this industry but the Amer- 
ican economy as а whole, which is suf- 
fering from a widespread liquidity cri- 
sis that extends well beyond the vital 
automotive sector. 

I believe this critical moment pre- 
sents an opportunity for the Federal 
Government and the automobile manu- 
facturers to transform an industry that 
has long resisted the changes that are 
so clearly necessary for their continued 
global competitiveness. The assistance 
provided in the bill was conditioned 
upon a commitment by the industry to 
use this money wisely to become more 
efficient market participants. The leg- 
islation included important provisions 
that would help ensure American tax- 
payers that this assistance is not used 
as a line of credit simply to continue 
business as usual. The legislation also 
included important safeguards to limit 
executive compensation to ensure that 
taxpayer funds are not wasted. 

I was absent for the vote that oc- 
curred Thursday evening because—as 
the incoming Foreign Relations Com- 
mittee Chairman—I was representing 
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the Senate at ongoing international 
climate change negotiations being held 
in Poznan, Poland. But I was prepared 
to return from Poland at a moment's 
notice had we reached а bipartisan 
agreement or were my vote needed to 
pass cloture and break a logjam. In- 
stead, thanks to obstruction by the mi- 
nority, the 110th Congress has come to 
а close, and the automobile industry 
teeters on the brink of collapse. In the 
absence of Congressional action, I urge 
the President to tap the Troubled As- 
Sets Relief Program so that American 
automakers can access sufficient cap- 
ital to survive in the short-term. I re- 
main hopeful that the 111th Congress 
will be a Congress of real economic 
progress and will work to ensure that 
the American automobile industry re- 
mains globally competitive in the long- 
term.e 


Ee 


TARP SPECIAL INSPECTOR 
GENERAL 


ө Mrs. MCCASKILL. Mr. President, 
this week, the Senate passed an impor- 
tant piece of legislation sponsored by 
Senator GRASSLEY and myself, that 
was needed to assure the new Special 
Inspector General for the $700 billion fi- 
nancial rescue program could staff up 
quickly and have the ability to do his 
job. S. 8731’s other cosponsors—Sen- 
ators COLLINS, LIEBERMAN, SNOWE, 
DODD, BUNNING, SCHUMER, LEVIN, CAR- 
PER, COLEMAN and CANTWELL—were 
also key to securing unanimous sup- 
port for this bill in the Senate. Finally, 
I want to give special thanks to Sen- 
ators BAUCUS and SHELBY for working 
closely with us to craft a strong bipar- 
tisan bill. 

This legislation, the Special Inspec- 
tor General for the Troubled Asset Re- 
lief Program, SIGTARP, would specifi- 
cally grant the Special IG created 
under TARP earlier this fall to have 
full oversight over all activities under 
the TARP program. The bill would 
have also granted the IG the temporary 
hiring authority needed to quickly hire 
the dozens of auditors required to con- 
duct this critical oversight. 

As the original Inspector General 
language is written under current law, 
Mr. Barofsky, who was confirmed as 
the Special Inspector General this 
week, must hire his entire staff using 
normal civil service channels. I am a 
big proponent of using the normal hir- 
ing process whenever possible. But that 
process is time consuming and can 
take weeks, sometimes months, to hire 
one person. Meanwhile, this money is 
flying out the door. TARP has given 
out nearly all of the first $350 billion, 
and they have already told us they 
want the second half soon. Yet, Mr. 
Barofsky has no staff, and he won’t 
have staff for some time. We need to 
fix this—right now. 

Our bill would also make clear that 
the Special Inspector General has over- 
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sight authority over the entire relief 
program. Аз written right now, 
SIGTARP has oversight authority over 
only two sections of the relief program. 
Why would we want to limit the In- 
spector General to only certain sec- 
tions of this program? Our legislation 
would make clear that SIGTARP has 
oversight duties over all of TARP. This 
would include sections related specifi- 
cally to assistance to homeowners and 
promulgation of conflict of interest 
rules by the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Senator SNOWE added some provi- 
sions to assure that the IG would pro- 
vide Congress and the public à thor- 
ough analysis of TARP's spending, as 
well as a requirement for Treasury offi- 
cials to report to Congress an expla- 
nation if they did not implement the 
IG’s recommendations. 

As a former auditor, nothing is more 
frustrating than seeing your rec- 
ommendations completely ignored. I 
would never claim that all audit rec- 
ommendations can, or should, be im- 
mediately implemented. But we need 
to be able to assure ourselves that 
these recommendations are taken seri- 
ously and are being considered. We 
Should know the reason if these rec- 
ommendations are not implemented. 

Finally, Senator SNOWE suggested 
that we should make sure that the Spe- 
cial Inspector General has the re- 
sources he needs by imposing a time 
limit on providing him with the money 
allocated to his office in the original 
bill. The relationship between an agen- 
cy and an office charged with over- 
seeing them is а delicate one. Tensions 
sometimes arise due to the fact that 
IGs must rely on the agency they audit 
and investigate for their resources. 
While I have no reason to think that 
the Treasury Department would deny 
Mr. Barofsky the funds needed to per- 
form his duties, this provision would 
eliminate that tension. 

Unfortunately, we were not able to 
Secure passage of this legislation in the 
House before we adjourned this week. I 
will do everything I can to bring it 
back first thing in the 111th Congress 
to secure its quick passage in both 
chambers and signed into law to assure 
we have strong oversight on the $700 
billion financial rescue program.e 
e Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the elec- 
tion of Barack Obama and JOE BIDEN, 
and the President-elect’s selection of 
Eric Holder to be Attorney General of 
the United States, provide an historic 
opportunity for the country to move 
past the partisanship of the past dec- 
ades, and work together to solve the 
Nation's problems, protect against se- 
rious threats, and meet some of the 
greatest challenges of our time. We all 
know these men. They have long and 
distinguished records of service and ac- 
complishments. They can make a real 
difference if we join with them, not as 
Democrats or Republicans, but as 
Americans. 
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The need for new leadership at the 
Department of Justice is as critical 
today as it has ever been. The Judici- 
ary Committee, both Democrats and 
Republicans, spent a good deal of time 
and effort during this Congress uncov- 
ering scandals at the Department. 
Former Attorney General Gonzales, 
Karl Rove, Mr. Rove’s White House 
deputies, and virtually the entire lead- 
ership at the Department resigned in 
the wake of congressional investiga- 
tion. Since then, the Inspector General 
at the Department has confirmed many 
of our findings and fears, and there are 
still more reports to come. An ongoing 
criminal investigation is being con- 
ducted by a specially appointed pros- 
ecutor. The crisis at the Department of 
Justice is not resolved, but ongoing. 

I want to continue the work we began 
last year when I scheduled prompt 
hearings and the Senate proceeded to 
confirm Michael Mukasey, Mark Filip 
and Kevin O’Connor to serve as Attor- 
ney General, Deputy Attorney General 
and Associate Attorney General after 
the Rove-Gonzales resignations, even 
though we were on the eve of the elec- 
tion of a new President. We cannot now 
delay restoring the Justice Department 
and the confidence the American peo- 
ple have in our justice system. We 
must promptly consider and confirm 
Eric H. Holder Jr., and other nominees 
of the new President. 

I was encouraged by the initial reac- 
tion in mid-November when Mr. Hold- 
er’s name was reported as the likely 
nominee, and when he was designated 
by the President-elect on December 1. 
Democrats and Republicans alike ac- 
knowledged his qualifications and 
praised the choice. I appreciate the 
willingness of Larry Thompson, who 
was confirmed early in 2001 as Presi- 
dent Bush’s first Deputy Attorney Gen- 
eral; Louis Freeh, the former Director 
of the FBI; and Fran Townsend, Presi- 
dent Bush’s former Homeland Security 
advisor, to speak out in support of Mr. 
Holder’s designation. 

As early as November 19, the ranking 
Republican member of the Judiciary 
Committee said that he would not hold 
up the matter, but ‘‘would be prepared 
to move ahead very promptly with 
hearings." I appreciated and shared his 
desire to proceed ‘‘as fast as we can 
move" and his commitment that he 
*wouldn't hold it up." He said that he 
hoped Mr. Holder would ‘‘re-profes- 
sionalize" the Justice Department. I 
hope so, too. 

I agree with Senator SPECTER that 
we need to strengthen the Justice De- 
partment. He and I coauthored an arti- 
cle in the Politico before the election. 
In а sentence Senator SPECTER quoted 
recently on the Senate floor, we wrote: 
“The Attorney General must be some- 
one who deeply appreciates and re- 
Spects the work and commitment of 
the thousands of men and women who 
work in the branches and divisions of 
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the Justice Department, day in and 
day out, without regard to politics or 
ideology, doing their best to enforce 
the law and promote justice." I have 
every confidence that Eric Holder is 
Such à person, and I said so in this 
chamber on November 20. Indeed, in his 
brief remarks on the morning he was 
designated, Mr. Holder expressed just 
such appreciation. 

I know that the professionals at the 
Department of Justice reacted with de- 
light when he was named because they 
know him well. They know him from 
his 12 years at the Public Integrity 
Section, from his time as the U.S. At- 
torney for the District of Columbia, 
from his tenure on the bench, and from 
his years as the Deputy Attorney Gen- 
eral, the second-highest ranking offi- 
cial of the Department. His prompt 
confirmation will do à great deal to re- 
Store morale throughout the Justice 
Department. 

I have called Mr. Holder à prosecu- 
tor's prosecutor. He participated in а 
number of prosecutions and appeals in- 
volving such defendants as the State 
Treasurer of Florida, a former Ambas- 
sador to the Dominican Republic, а 
local judge in Philadelphia, an Assist- 
ant United States Attorney in New 
York City, an FBI agent, а “саро” in 
an organized crime family, and а pow- 
erful Democratic chairman of the 
House Ways and Means Committee. 

After he served for а dozen years as а 
prosecutor, President Reagan nomi- 
nated Mr. Holder to be а judge, and he 
Served with distinction on the Superior 
Court of the District of Columbia. He 
left the bench to become the first Afri- 
can American U.S. Attorney for the 
District of Columbia, heading the larg- 
est U.S. Attorney's office in the coun- 
try. 

Four years later, Mr. Holder was 
nominated to the important post of 
Deputy Attorney General. I worked 
with Senator HATCH, who was then 
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, 
to report his nomination favorably to 
the Senate. I was disturbed that an 
anonymous Republican hold delayed 
consideration of his nomination for 
three weeks, but when the Senate fi- 
nally voted, the vote was unanimous. 
All 100 Senators voted to confirm Eric 
H. Holder Jr. to be the Deputy Attor- 
ney General of the United States. He 
became the first African-American in 
the history of the Department to 
achieve that high position. 

Eric Holder has prosecuted high-level 
public officials and organized crime, 
developed comprehensive programs to 
combat domestic violence, child abuse, 
and violent crime, and revitalized pro- 
grams to assist crime victims. He 
helped guide the Department's efforts 
on the criminal prosecution of corpora- 
tions, health care fraud, computer 
crimes, software piracy, and helped de- 
velop the community prosecution 
model. He has served at nearly every 
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level of the Department of Justice he 
would lead. 

He is à public servant who will have 
broad support within the law enforce- 
ment community. He has already re- 
ceived the support of the 7,000 member 
National District Attorneys Associa- 
tion, NDAA. It was when I was the vice 
president of that association and 
ARLEN SPECTER was the District Attor- 
ney in Philadelphia that the ranking 
member and I first met. The NDAA in- 
dicates that it feels a special relation- 
ship with Mr. Holder because he was a 
street crime prosecutor. 

Having a prompt confirmation hear- 
ing for the new Attorney General is in 
keeping with how we have treated all 
the men and women nominated to be 
Attorney General in the 34 years I have 
served in the Senate, in particular at 
the beginning of a newly-elected Presi- 
dent’s term. That is how the Senate 
acted on President Carter’s appoint- 
ment of Attorney General Griffin Bell. 
That is how we acted on President Rea- 
gan’s appointment of Attorney General 
William French Smith. When I chaired 
the Judiciary Committee as President 
Bush was preparing to take office, I 
began the hearing on his selection for 
Attorney General just 25 days after his 
designation. Likewise, last year I re- 
jected the efforts by some on my side 
of the aisle to delay hearings on Mi- 
chael Mukasey and proceeded on that 
nomination in 30 days. I did not curb 
the rights of Committee members to 
pose questions to then-nominee 
Mukasey during his confirmation proc- 
ess; I do not intend to do so with Eric 
Holder. 

I want to be as fair to President-elect 
Obama and to Mr. Holder as we have 
been to others. I have noticed the hear- 
ing for the next Attorney General to 
begin 39 days after he was officially 
designated and 52 days after we all 
began reviewing his record following 
press reports on November 18. 

In my statement to the Senate on 
November 20, I commended Senators 
HATCH, SESSIONS, COBURN, and GRASS- 
LEY for their nonpartisanship when 
they praised his selection. Senator 
HATCH spoke of his support for Mr. 
Holder, his experience and reputation. 
Senator SESSIONS, a former prosecutor, 
U.S. Attorney, and State Attorney 
General who is well aware of the prob- 
lems at the Justice Department, said 
he was disposed to support him. Sen- 
ator COBURN called it “а good choice." 
In addition, Senator GRASSLEY has ac- 
knowledged Mr. Holder’s impeccable 
credentials while reserving judgment. 

But of course since then, Karl Rove 
has appeared on the Today Show and 
signaled that Republicans ought to go 
after Mr. Holder. Right-wing talk radio 
took up the drum beat. 

I think the responsibilities of the At- 
torney General of the United States 
are too important to have that ap- 
pointment delayed by partisan bick- 
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ering, by some tit-for-tat drawn out 
process. This is a public servant we 
have known and worked with for more 
than 20 years, and the Senate has pre- 
viously confirmed him three times to 
important positions. His record of pub- 
lic service, his integrity, his experience 
and the commitment to the rule of law 
that he will bring to the office of the 
Attorney General of the United States 
deserve better. He should not be made 
a pawn in some partisan political 
game. 

I began the week meeting with Mr. 
Holder. He did not defend the Rich par- 
don. That is hardly a new matter. It 
was the subject of House hearings and 
a Senate Judiciary Committee hearing 
chaired by Senator SPECTER in 2001, al- 
most 8 years ago. That is not a reason 
to delay his confirmation hearing. In 
fact, the confirmation hearing will give 
those who have doubts and need reas- 
surance the chance to ask Mr. Holder 
about that matter and hear about it di- 
rectly from him. 

I thought the President-elect had it 
right when he said recently that Mr. 
Holder has acknowledged that the Rich 
pardon was a mistake. President-elect 
Obama agrees. I agree. President-elect 
Obama said: ‘Воб when you look at the 
totality of his experience, there is no 
doubt that he is going to be an out- 
standing Attorney General.’’ That is 
the essential point. 

Like the President-elect, I want the 
American people to have confidence 
that laws are being evenly applied to 
everyone and that we are working with 
local and state as well as Federal offi- 
cials constantly to improve our crimi- 
nal justice system. Public confidence 
and faith in that system has been shak- 
en during the last several years, and 
Mr. Holder can help restore it. 

We need the new Attorney General to 
be a person of integrity and experience, 
who can inspire the thousands of hard- 
working prosecutors, agents and em- 
ployees who do their best every day to 
enforce the law and promote justice 
without regard to partisan politics. We 
need an Attorney General, as Attorney 
General Robert H. Jackson said 68 
years ago about the Federal pros- 
ecutor, ‘‘who serves the law and not 
factional purposes, and who approaches 
his task with humility.”’ 

That is the kind of man Eric Holder 
is, the kind of prosecutor Eric Holder 
always was and the kind of Attorney 
General he would be. The next Attor- 
ney General will understand our moral 
and legal obligation to protect the fun- 
damental rights of all Americans and 
to respect the human rights of all peo- 
ple. Eric Holder will ensure that the 
Department of Justice is working to 
uphold the Constitution and the rule of 
law, not working to circumvent them. 

I was struck by the contrast between 
what President Bush and Alberto 
Gonzales said at that announcement 
and how President-elect Obama and 
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Mr. Holder spoke at his. This is part of 
the change we need, the change the 
American people voted for and hunger 
for. President-elect Obama said: “Пећ 
me be clear. The Attorney General 
serves the American people. And I have 
every expectation that Eric will pro- 
tect our people, uphold the public 
trust, and adhere to our Constitution.”’ 
The next President understands the 
role of the Attorney General of the 
United States and that it is not as 
counselor to the President. I have no 
doubt that Mr. Holder understands the 
independence required of the Attorney 
General and that his experience and 
lessons he has learned will serve him 
and the American people well. 

No one should have to remind us how 
decimated the Department of Justice 
was during recent years, or how impor- 
tant it is that it be restored. I think it 
was Senator SPECTER who called it dys- 
functional and said that morale was in 
disarray. We understand that it is all 
too important that the Department 
have its senior leadership in place 
without delay. We must act on this 
nomination; the Attorney General is 
the top law enforcement officer in the 
country and a key member of the na- 
tional security team. 

When President Bush nominated Mi- 
chael Mukasey last year, Senator KYL 
said: ‘‘Since the Carter administration, 
attorney general nominees have been 
confirmed, on average, in approxi- 
mately three weeks, with some being 
confirmed even more quickly. The Sen- 
ate should immediately move to con- 
sider Judge Mukasey’s nomination and 
ensure he is confirmed before Congress 
recesses for Columbus Day." I held 
that hearing within 30 days. We should 
not change the standards now that a 
Democrat is making the selection. 

During my time in the Senate, serv- 
ing during 8 presidential terms, there 
has been an average of 29 days between 
announcement of an Attorney General 
designation and the start of hearings, 
and 37 days on average from the an- 
nouncement of the nominee to the 
Committee vote. The Holder hearing 
was set for 39 days after announce- 
ment, with the hope that he can be 
considered by the Committee within 50 
days. That does not seem unreasonable. 
I do appreciate that we and our staffs 
will be working over the holidays, but 
we have been called upon many times 
to do so during the last several tumul- 
tuous years. 

This is not the occasion to convert 
our consideration of an executive 
branch nomination into the kind of 
Searching scrutiny we rightly provide 
for lifetime appointments to the Su- 
preme Court, which is apparently what 
the Republican side is intent upon 
doing. 

This is no ordinary time. Over the 
last 8 years, political manipulation and 
influence from partisan political 
operatives in the White House have un- 
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dercut the Department of Justice in its 
mission, severely undermined the mo- 
rale of its career professionals, and 
shaken public confidence in our Fed- 
eral justice system. During those 8 
years, we experienced the attacks of 
September 11 and have retooled the 
Justice Department and the FBI to 
work closely with the intelligence 
community in our efforts to prevent 
terrorism. Never has it been more im- 
portant to have an experienced hand as 
Attorney General. 

I hope our Republican Members will 
resist the temptation toward partisan- 
ship and join with us to consider this 
appointment fairly and promptly.e 


— {ш 


ALAN NEWMAN: CONDUCTOR OF 
COSMIC SYMPHONIES 


e Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, the Bur- 
lington Free Press recently published а 
profile of Alan Newman, a habitual en- 
trepreneur who has be the genius and 
force behind à number of companies es- 
tablished in and around Burlington, 
V'T. Anyone who has met Alan is im- 
mediately embraced by his creative 
exuberance. That creativity combined 
with his unique vision and style create 
а special brew that has resulted in an 
incredible run of establishing success- 
ful companies. 

I wish to recognize Alan for his ac- 
complishments and I ask that a copy of 
the entire Burlington Free Press arti- 
cle be printed in the RECORD. 

[Burlington Free Press, Dec. 8, 2008] 
ALAN NEWMAN OPENS UP 
(By Dan McLean) 

SOUTH BURLINGTON.—Alan Newman, co- 
founder and president of Magic Hat Brewing 
Co., has helped create about a half-dozen 
Vermont-based companies. During his dec- 
ades of building businesses, he has learned 
where he excels—and when he has reached 
his limit. 

“Му skill appears to be starting and grow- 
ing businesses," including building a brand 
and a culture for the company, Newman said. 
When businesses hit about $7.5 million in an- 
nual revenue and reach about 50 employees, 
Newman says he has arrived at his ‘‘level of 
incompetence.” 

Newman said he reached that modified 
Peter Principle with Magic Hat about six 
years ago. Newman said if he remains at the 
helm after a company has hit that threshold, 
“the organization starts to fall apart.” 

“We started having trouble shipping things 
that people had ordered. Communication 
within staff starts to falter. Planning doesn't 
happen properly," he said. ‘‘As you hit a cer- 
tain size, you need a little more discipline. 
You need a little more management. That's 
where I start not performing well." 

"Tm really an opportunity junkie,” New- 
man said. I'm very good at seeing opportu- 
nities and going for them . . . but at some 
point you need to stop chasing every possi- 
bility and focus on a plan." 

That's where Martin Kelly comes in. Kelly 
served as CEO of Magic Hat and is now CEO 
of Magic Hat's parent company, Independent 
Brewers United Inc., which was formed when 
Magic Hat bought Seattle-based Pyramid 
Breweries Inc. last spring for $35 million. 
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Newman said Kelly has been а crucial part 
of the operation during the past few years. “Т 
create chaos and he tries to control it," he 
said. 

Newman is president of Magic Hat, but pre- 
fers his informal title, ‘‘conductor of cosmic 
symphonies.” * 

That's really my title," he said. 

Newman, who had a hand in the creation of 
Gardeners Supply Co., Seventh Generation 
and Magic Hat, says he has no secret to 
starting successful ventures. 

“Т really don't. It really started by acci- 
dent," Newman said in an interview in his 
office located in а modestly appointed trail- 
er, named Sweet Lillian, next to the South 
Burlington brewery. 

"I was sick and tired of getting fired," he 
said, recalling his time in Vermont in the 
mid-1970s. “I just figured I better figure out 
how to support myself if I wanted to stay in 
Vermont. I just kind of followed my nose. 

“Т irritate people. Im really not à good 
employee. Im highly insubordinate," he 
said, explaining that starting a business was 
a better option than working for someone 
else. “It’s been a constant theme in my life 
and career." Newman insists he is in an un- 
likely executive. 

*Honestly," he said, wearing bright-yellow 
glasses and a tie-dye shirt. ‘‘There is nothing 
in my background. I never had any interest 
in business. I never had any interest in start- 
ing businesses. 

“Гуе never taken а business course in my 
life," he said, downplaying the importance of 
an MBA. “Гр not an education-driven guy. I 
believe in experience." 

Newman, 62, was born in Brooklyn and 
grew up on Long Island. He attended Long Is- 
land University with а major in psychology 
and minors in sociology and English. ‘‘I have 
always been interested in culture. I grew up 
in the '60s." 

Newman said his strengths are creating 
culture, branding and a vision for the compa- 
nies. 

“The business, to me, is secondary. I’m 
more interested in painting pictures," he 
Said. A crucial part of forming à company's 
‘painting’ is culture and philosophy. ‘‘It’s 
never been about making money." 

"It's about trying to create a picture, try- 
ing to create a culture and trying to marry 
them. This is kind of what I do know," he 
said. 

For Magic Hat that philosophy is: ‘‘to be a 
good neighbor in our community," he said. 

Magic Hat, he said, assists a series of non- 
profits including Vermont Cares, Committee 
on Temporary Shelter and The Women’s 
Rape Crisis Center. “That’s the part I get ad- 
dicted to," he said. 

“I make things more complicated" by con- 
necting events with charities, he said. The 
Women’s Rape Crisis Center, for example, 
gets about $20,000 from the annual Mardi 
Gras parade, which Magic Hat created in the 
mid-1990s. 

Not all of Newman’s ventures have been a 
success. 

But he said he learns lessons—the best les- 
sons—from the failures. 

He and a friend created a yacht time-shar- 
ing company, Highland International in 
Hanksville, in the late 1970s. Highland Inter- 
national never generated any revenue. New- 
man and his partner burned through $300,000 
of seed money in about 18 months. Reflecting 
on the business misfire, Newman said he 
should have purchased one boat with the 
funds, instead of trying to leverage it into 
millions. Lesson learned: proceed slowly. 

Another one of Newman’s business mis- 
takes was Magic Hat’s Ale of the Living 
Dead, a garlic beer. 
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One of the bottles sits on Newman's desk. 
The beer, he said, was often returned as 
*undrinkable." The lesson with the garlic 
beer: ‘‘Don’t let me drive recipe creation." 

The acquisition of Pyramid gives Magic 
Hat the potential to place its bottles of brew 
on shelves in many more states. Magic Hat is 
sold in 18 states now, mostly on the East 
Coast. Pyramid's beers are sold in 28 states. 

Newman said they had no choice but to ex- 
pand Magic Hat because the company ‘‘had 
already passed through the overhead level 
where small could work." 

Newman said the idea for Magic Hat 
emerged in 1993 with co-founder Bob John- 
Son. The next year the pair were making 
beer on Flynn Avenue in Burlington. After 
three years, Magic Hat moved to a larger op- 
eration in South Burlington. When Magic 
Hat left Flynn Avenue, 6,000 barrels were 
being brewed а year. This year, Magic Hat 
will brew about 130,000 barrels at the South 
Burlington location, Newman said. A barrel 
is 31 gallons. 

Not including brew pubs, there are 300 to 
400 microbreweries in the U.S. fighting for a 
5 percent share of the beer market, Newman 
Said. 

“In order to be a survivor, we think you 
have to get bigger. You can't stay small," he 
said. 

Perhaps, recalling the lessons learned from 
his failed yacht time-share company decades 
ago, when he learned to ‘‘start small and 
grow," Newman said Magic Hat's expansion 
‘will be slow and methodical.’’e 


-Á 


HONORING LAWRENCE MCHUGH 


ө Mr. DODD. Mr. President, in these 
times of financial uncertainty, today I 
would like to take the time to com- 
mend Mr. Lawrence McHugh of my 
State, and to recognize his 25 years of 
leadership at the Middlesex County 
Chamber of Commerce. 

In Larry's quarter century as the 
president of the organization, member- 
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ship has grown from 282 to a total of 
2,400 members who employ over 50,000 
individuals in central Connecticut. 

The Chamber itself now employs 22 
people and increased its annual budget 
from $109,000 in 1983 to over $2 million 
in 2007. 

Mr. McHugh has served as the presi- 
dent of the Connecticut Association of 
Chamber of Commerce Executives and 
vice chair of both the Connecticut Em- 
ployment and Training Commission 
and the Connecticut Tourism Council, 
as well as on many other boards of or- 
ganizations that seek to improve busi- 
nesses and communities across the 
State. 

Impressive as these figures may be, 
the true measure of his contributions 
to his community cannot be measured 
by statistics or figures. 

Larry McHugh has shown remarkable 
leadership in protecting not only the 
local businesses of central Connecticut, 
but also the future of our State 
through his extensive work with our 
youth. 

Following an injury that ended his 
football career with the AFL’s New 
York Titans, Larry took a position as 
the football coach for Xavier High 
School in Middletown, CT where he 
spent 20 years inspiring his athletes to 
great success both on and off the field. 
He would later combine his interest in 
achieving the best for his students and 
athletes with his business savvy in 
spending 8 years as the head of fund 
raising for Mercy and Xavier High 
Schools. 

Fortunately for the youth of Con- 
necticut, Larry has continued to invest 
in their futures in the years since his 
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retirement from coaching. Under 
Larry’s leadership, the Middlesex 
County Chamber of Commerce has con- 
sistently promoted programs seeking 
to partner businesses with the young 
people of the State, both equipping the 
youth with real life experiences and 
business opportunities and providing 
local businesses with the ability to re- 
invest in the futures of their compa- 
nies. Larry has placed a premium on 
establishing a vital connection be- 
tween businesses and the community’s 
greatest asset—its human capital. 

Despite great worries over our na- 
tional economy, it is of the utmost 
comfort to me to know that the busi- 
nesses of central Connecticut are under 
the leadership of a man who has a prov- 
en record of doing great things for his 
Chamber and for his community. I 
would like to join my voice with those 
across Connecticut that already speak 
of his success with the greatest re- 
spect, and commend Larry McHugh for 
his 25 years of service. His continued 
focus on the promise of the future con- 
vinces me that there is none better to 
be leading the local industries at such 
a time as this.e 


RECESS UNTIL TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 16, 2008, AT 11 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until 11 a.m. on 
Tuesday, December 16, 2008. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 10 and 54 
seconds a.m., recessed until Tuesday, 
December 16, 2008, at 11 a.m. 


December 16, 2008 
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SENATE—Tuesday, December 16, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, December 10, 2008) 


The Senate met at 11 and 19 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER, à Senator 
from the State of West Virginia. 


————Á € ——— À 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, December 16, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JOHN D. ROCKE- 
FELLER, a Senator from the State of West 
Virginia, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. ROCKEFELLER thereupon as- 
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 


Ee 


RECESS UNTIL FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 19, 2008, AT 10 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until 10 a.m. on 
Friday, December 19, 2008. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11 and 50 
seconds a.m., recessed until Friday, De- 
cember 19, 2008, at 10 a.m. 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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SENATE—Friday, December 19, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, December 10, 2008) 


The Senate met at 10 and 37 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able RON WYDEN, a Senator from the 
State of Oregon. 


ee 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The assistant legislative clerk read 
the following letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, December 19, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable RON WYDEN, a Sen- 
ator from the State of Oregon, to perform 
the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. WYDEN thereupon assumed the 
chair as Acting President pro tempore. 


— — € 


RECESS UNTIL TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 23, 2008, A'T 11 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Tuesday, 
December 23, 2008, at 11 a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 10:01 and 4 
Seconds a.m., recessed until Tuesday, 
December 23, 2008, at 11 a.m. 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 


December 23, 2008 


CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE, Vol. 154, Pt. 18 


24805 


SENATE—Tuesday, December 23, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, December 10, 2008) 


The Senate met at 11 and 8 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV, a Sen- 
ator from the State of West Virginia. 


--Á—— 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, December 23, 2008. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER 
IV, a Senator from the State of West Vir- 
ginia, to perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. ROCKEFELLER thereupon as- 
sumed the chair as Acting President 
pro tempore. 


Ee 


RECESS UNTIL FRIDAY, 
DECEMBER 26, 2008, AT 11 A.M. 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands in recess until Friday, 
December 26, 2008, at 11 a.m. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 11 and 40 
seconds a.m., recessed until Friday, De- 
cember 26, 2008, at 11 a.m. 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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SENATE-—Friday, December 26, 2008 
(Legislative day of Wednesday, December 10, 2008) 


The Senate met at 11 and 01 seconds RECESS UNTIL 10:30 A.M., in recess until Tuesday, December 30, 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, TUESDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2008 2008, at 10:30 a.m. 


and was called to order by the Honor- The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under Thereupon, the Senate, at ll and 11 


аре ТОнк Do ROCKEFELLER: TVi е previous order, the Senate stands Seconds a.m., recessed until Tuesday, 
ator from the State of West Virginia. December 30, 2008, at 10:30 a.m. 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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SENATE—Tuesday, December 30, 2008 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, December 10, 2008) 


The Senate met at 10:30 and 3 sec- RECESS UNTIL FRIDAY, JANUARY Senate stands in recess until Friday, 


onds a.m., on the expiration of the re- 2, 2009, АТ 10 A.M. January 2, 2009, at 10 a.m. 
cess, and was called to order by the И 
Honorable JOHN D. ROCKEFELLER IV, a The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- Ther eupon, the Senate, at 10:30 and 12 


Senator from the State of West Vir- pore. Under the previous order, the Seconds a.m., recessed until Friday, 
ginia. January 2, 2009, at 10 a.m. 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which are not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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SENATE—Friday, January 2, 2009 


(Legislative day of Wednesday, December 10, 2008) 


The Senate met at 10 and 2 seconds 
a.m., on the expiration of the recess, 
and was called to order by the Honor- 
able JEFF BINGAMAN, à Senator from 
the State of New Mexico. 


Ee 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. BYRD). 


The legislative clerk read the fol- 
lowing letter: 
U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, January 2, 2009. 
To the Senate: 


Under the provisions of rule I, section 3, of 
the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable JEFF BINGAMAN, а 
Senator from the State of New Mexico, to 
perform the duties of the Chair. 

ROBERT C. BYRD, 
President pro tempore. 


Mr. BINGAMAN thereupon assumed 
the chair as Acting President pro tem- 
pore. 


EE 


ADJOURNMENT SINE DIE 


The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem- 
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate stands adjourned sine die under 
the provisions of H. Con. Res. 440. 

Thereupon, the Senate, at 10 and 33 
seconds a.m., adjourned sine die. 


© This “bullet” symbol identifies statements or insertions which аге not spoken by a Member of the Senate on the floor. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES—Saturday, January 3, 2009 


The House met at 11 a.m. and was 
called to order by the Speaker pro tem- 
pore (Mr. MCNULTY). 


ESSE 


DESIGNATION OF THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 3, 2009. 

Ihereby appoint the Honorable MICHAEL R. 
MCNULTY to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 


EE 


PRAYER 


The Chaplain, the Reverend Daniel P. 
Coughlin, offered the following prayer: 

All things are created and all human 
endeavors come to an end. In You 
alone, Lord God, there is no beginning, 
no end. 

As the 110th Congress of the United 
States of America comes to an end, be 
a source of comfort, reconciliation, and 
fulfillment to those respected Members 
who find this the end of their public 
service in the House of Representa- 
tives. 

For all those who will continue to 
serve this Nation here, may their 
ideals be strengthened and their energy 
be renewed as they work to further the 
cause of freedom and equal justice 
under the law. 

So, Lord, lead us in the path of peace 
and security now and forever. 

Amen. 


ES 


THE JOURNAL 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day's proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour- 
nal stands approved. 


———— E Ra 


PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair will lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore led the 
Pledge of Allegiance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub- 
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 


(Legislative day of Day, Month 00, 2009) 


COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be- 
fore the House the following commu- 
nication from the Clerk of the House of 
Representatives: 


OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, December 12, 2006. 
Hon. NANCY PELOSI, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MADAM SPEAKER: Pursuant to the 
permission granted in clause 2(h) of rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa- 
tives, the Clerk received the following mes- 
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on De- 
cember 12, 2008, at 10:41 a.m.: 

That the Senate passed without amend- 
ment H.R. 7327. 

That the Senate passed S. Con. Res. 107. 


Appointments: Congressional Award 
Board. 
With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 


LORRAINE C. MILLER, 
Clerk of the House. 


—— ae 


ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 4 of rule I, the following 
enrolled bills and joint resolution were 
signed by Speaker pro tempore HOYER 
on Thursday, December 11, 2008: 

H.R. 6184, to provide for a program 
for circulating quarter dollar coins 
that are emblematic of a national park 
or other national site in each State, 
the District of Columbia, and each ter- 
ritory of the United States, and for 
other purposes 

H.R. 7311, to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 for the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 
2000, to enhance measures to combat 
trafficking in persons, and for other 
purposes 

S. 3663, to require the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to provide for 
a short-term extension of the analog 
television broadcasting authority so 
that essential public safety announce- 
ments and digital television transition 
information may be provided for a 
short time during the transition to dig- 
ital television broadcasting 

S. 3712, to make a technical correc- 
tion in the Paul Wellstone and Pete 
Domenici Mental Health Parity and 
Addiction Equity Act of 2008 

S.J. Res. 46, ensuring that the com- 
pensation and other emoluments at- 
tached to the Office of Secretary of 
State are those which were in effect on 
January 1, 2007 


This symbol represents the time of day during the House proceedings, e.g., 


On Friday, December 12, 2008: 

H.R. 7327, to make technical correc- 
tions related to the Pension Protection 
Act of 2006, and for other purposes 


EE 


RECESS 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 4 min- 
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 


EE 


AFTER RECESS 


The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. MCNULTY) at 11 o’clock 
and 59 minutes a.m. 


a 


HOUSE BILLS AND JOINT RESOLU- 
TION APPROVED BY THE PRESI- 
DENT 


The President notified the Clerk of 
the House that on the following dates, 
he had approved and signed bills and 
joint resolution of the following titles: 

October 2, 2008: 


H.R. 5551. An Act to amend title 11, Dis- 
trict of Columbia Official Code, to imple- 
ment the increase provided under the Dis- 
trict of Columbia Appropriations Act, 2008, 
in the amount of funds made available for 
the compensation of attorneys representing 
indigent defendants in the District of Colum- 
bia courts, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5893. An Act to reauthorize the sound 
recording and film preservation programs of 
the Library of Congress, and for other pur- 
poses. 

October 8, 2008: 

H.R. 1424. An Act to provide authority for 
the Federal Government to purchase and in- 
sure certain types of troubled assets for the 
purposes of providing stability to and pre- 
venting disruption in the economy and finan- 
cial system and protecting taxpayers, to 
amend the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to 
provide incentives for energy production and 
conservation, to extend certain expiring pro- 
visions, to provide individual income tax re- 
lief, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3986. An Act to amend the John F. 
Kennedy Center Act to authorize appropria- 
tions for the John F. Kennedy Center for the 
Performing Arts, and for other purposes. 

October 7, 2008: 

H.R. 928. An Act to provide for the inves- 
tigation of certain unsolved civil rights 
crimes, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1199. An Act to extend the grant pro- 
gram for drug-endangered children. 


1407 is 2:07 p.m. 
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H.R. 5834. An Act to amend the North Ko- 
rean Human Rights Act of 2004 to promote 
respect for the fundamental human rights of 
the people of North Korea, and for other pur- 
poses. 

H.R. 5975. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 101 West Main Street in Waterville, New 
York, as the ‘“‘Cpl. John P. Sigsbee Post Of- 
fice". 

H.R. 6092. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 101 Tallapoosa Street in Bremen, Georgia, 
as the “Sergeant Paul Saylor Post Office 
Building". 

H.R. 6437. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 200 North Texas Avenue in Odessa, Texas, 
as the ‘‘Corporal Alfred Mac Wilson Post Of- 
fice". 

H.R. 6889. An Act to extend the authority 
of the Secretary of Education to purchase 
guaranteed student loans for an additional 
year, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6893. An Act to amend parts B and E 
of title IV of the Social Security Act to con- 
nect and support relative caregivers, im- 
prove outcomes for children in foster care, 
provide for tribal foster care and adoption 
access, improve incentives for adoption, and 
for other purposes. 

October 8, 2008: 

H.R. 1157. An Act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize the Director 
of the National Institute of Environmental 
Health Sciences to make grants for the de- 
velopment and operation of research centers 
regarding environmental factors that may be 
related to the etiology of breast cancer. 

H.R. 1848. An Act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide additional au- 
thorizations of appropriations for the health 
centers program under section 330 of such 
Act, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3068. An Act to prohibit the award of 
contracts to provide guard services under the 
contract security guard program of the Fed- 
eral Protective Service to а business concern 
that is owned, controlled, or operated by an 
individual who has been convicted of a fel- 
ony. 

H.R. 3229. An Act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo- 
ration of the legacy of the United States 
Army Infantry and the establishment of the 
National Infantry Museum and Soldier Cen- 
ter. 

H.R. 4120. An Act to amend title 18, United 
States Code, to provide for more effective 
prosecution of cases involving child pornog- 
raphy, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5001. An Act to authorize the Admin- 
istrator of General Services to provide for 
the redevelopment of the Old Post Office 
Building located in the District of Columbia. 

H.R. 5057. An Act to reauthorize the Debbie 
Smith DNA Backlog Grant Program, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 5265. An Act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to provide for research 
with respect to various forms of muscular 
dystrophy, including Becker, congenital, dis- 
tal, Duchenne, Emery-Dreifuss 
facioscapulohumeral, limb-girdle, myotonic, 
and oculopharyngeal, muscular dystrophies. 

H.R. 5571. An Act to extend for 5 years the 
program relating to waiver of the foreign 
country residence requirement with respect 
to international medical graduates, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 5872. An Act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo- 
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ration of the centennial of the Boy Scouts of 
America, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6370. An Act to transfer excess Fed- 
eral property administered by the Coast 
Guard to the Confederated Tribes of the 
Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians. 

H.R. 6460. An Act to amend the Federal 
Water Pollution Control Act to provide for 
the remediation of sediment contamination 
in areas of concern, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6890. An Act to extend the waiver au- 
thority for the Secretary of Education under 
Section 105 of subtitle A of title IV of divi- 
sion B of Public Law 109-148, relating to ele- 
mentary and secondary education hurricane 
recovery relief, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6894. An Act to extend and reauthorize 
the Defense Production Act of 1950, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 6946. An Act to make a technical cor- 
rection in the NET 911 Improvement Act of 
2008. 

H.R. 7081. An Act to approve the United 
States-India Agreement for Cooperation on 
Peaceful Uses of Nuclear Energy, and for 
other purposes. 

H.J. Res. 62. A joint resolution to honor 
the achievements and contributions of Na- 
tive Americans to the United States, and for 
other purposes. 

October 9, 2008: 

H.R. 2851. An Act to amend the Employee 
Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, the 
Public Health Service Act, and the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to ensure that depend- 
ent students who take а medically necessary 
leave of absence do not lose health insurance 
coverage, and for other purposes. 

October 10, 2008: 

H.R. 2968. An Act to transfer certain land 
in Riverside County, California, and San 
Diego County, California, from the Bureau of 
Land Management to the United States to be 
held in trust for the Pechanga Band of 
Luiseno Mission Indians, and for other pur- 
poses. 

H.R. 3480. An Act to direct the United 
States Sentencing Commission to assure ap- 
propriate punishment enhancements for 
those involved in receiving stolen property 
where that property consists of grave mark- 
ers of veterans, and for other purposes. 

October 18, 2008: 

H.R. 1532. An Act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act with respect to making 
progress toward the goal of eliminating tu- 
berculosis, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 5350. An Act to authorize the Sec- 
retary of Commerce to sell or exchange cer- 
tain National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad- 
ministration property located in Norfolk, 
Virginia, and for other purposes. 


H.R. 5618. An Act to reauthorize and amend 
the National Sea Grant College Program 
Act, and for other purposes. 


H.R. 6199. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 245 North Main Street in New City, New 
York, as the "Kenneth Peter Zebrowski Post 
Office Building". 

H.R. 6229. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2523 7th Avenue East in North Saint Paul, 
Minnesota, as the “Mayor William ‘Bill’ 
Sandberg Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6338. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 4233 West Hillsboro Boulevard in Coconut 
Creek, Florida, as the “Army SPC Daniel 
Agami Post Office Building". 


January 3, 2009 


H.R. 6849. An Act to amend the commodity 
provisions of the Food, Conservation, and 
Energy Act of 2008 to permit producers to ag- 
gregate base acres and reconstitute farms to 
avoid the prohibition on receiving direct 
payments, counter-cyclical payments, or av- 
erage crop revenue election payments when 
the sum of the base acres of a farm is 10 
acres or less, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6874. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 156 Taunton Avenue in Seekonk, Massa- 
chusetts, as the ‘‘Lance Corporal Eric Paul 
Valdepenas Post Office Building". 

October 14, 2008: 

H.R. 928. An Act to amend the Inspector 
General Act of 1978 to enhance the independ- 
ence of the Inspectors General, to create a 
Council of the Inspectors General on Integ- 
rity and Efficiency, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 1594. An Act to designate the Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs Outpatient Clinic 
in Hermitage, Pennsylvania, as the Michael 
A. Marzano Department of Veterans Affairs 
Outpatient Clinic. 

H.R. 2786. An Act to reauthorize the pro- 
grams for housing assistance for Native 
Americans. 

H.R. 6098. An Act to amend the Homeland 
Security Act of 2002 to improve the financial 
assistance provided to State, local, and trib- 
al governments for information sharing ac- 
tivities, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7198. An Act to establish the Steph- 
anie Tubbs Jones Gift of Life Medal for 
organ donors and the family of organ donors. 

October 15, 2008: 

H.R. 1714. An Act to clarify the boundaries 
of Coastal Barrier Resources System Clam 
Pass Unit FL-64P. 

H.R. 2095. An Act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to prevent railroad fatalities, 
injuries, and hazardous materials releases, to 
authorize the Federal Railroad Safety Ad- 
ministration, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4544. An Act to require the issuance of 
medals to recognize the dedication and valor 
of Native American code talkers. 

H.R. 6045. An Act to amend title I of the 
Omnibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act 
of 1968 to extend the authorization of the 
Bulletproof Vest Partnership Grant Program 
through fiscal year 2012. 

Н.В. 6063. An Act to authorize the pro- 
grams of the National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6073. An Act to provide that Federal 
employees receiving their pay by electronic 
funds transfer shall be given the option of re- 
ceiving their pay stubs electronically. 

H.R. 6083. An Act to authorize funding to 
conduct a national training program for 
State and local prosecutors. 

H.R. 63583. An Act to amend the Controlled 
Substances Act to address online phar- 
macies. 

H.R. 6469. An Act to amend the Public 
Health Service Act to authorize increased 
Federal funding for the Organ Procurement 
and Transplantation Network. 

H.R. 6524. An Act to authorize the Admin- 
istrator of General Services to take certain 
actions with respect to parcels of real prop- 
erty located in Eastlake, Ohio, and 
Koochiching County, Minnesota, and for 
other purposes. 

H.R. 7082. An Act to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to permit the Secretary 
of the Treasury to disclose certain prisoner 
return information to the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons, and for other purposes. 


January 3, 2009 


H.R. 7177. An Act to authorize the transfer 
of naval vessels to certain foreign recipients, 
and for other purposes. 

H.J. Res. 100. A joint resolution appointing 
the day for the convening of the first session 
of the One Hundred Eleventh Congress and 
establishing the date for the counting of the 
electoral votes for President and Vice Presi- 
dent cast by the electors in December 2008. 

October 16, 2008: 

H.R. 2095. An Act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to prevent railroad fatalities, 
injuries, and hazardous materials releases, to 
authorize the Federal Railroad Safety Ad- 
ministration, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 6296. An Act to extend through 2013 
the authority of the Federal Election Com- 
mission to impose civil money penalties on 
the basis of a schedule of penalties estab- 
lished and published by the Commission. 

H.R. 6531. An Act to amend chapter 18 of 
title 17, United States Code (relating to the 
vessel hull design protection), to clarify the 
definitions of а hull and a deck. 

H.R. 7084. An Act to amend section 114 of 
title 17, United States Code, to provide for 
agreements for the reproduction and per- 
formance of sound recordings by webcasters. 

H.R. 7222. An Act to extend the Andean 
Trade Preference Act, and for other pur- 
poses. 

October 20, 2008: 

H.R. 5159. An Act to establish the Office of 
the Capitol Visitor Center within the Office 
of the Architect of the Capitol, headed by 
the Chief Executive Officer for Visitor Serv- 
ices, to provide for the effective management 
and administration of the Capitol Visitor 
Center, and for other purposes. 

October 21, 2008: 

Н.В. 8511. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 2150 East Hardtner Drive in Urania, Lou- 
isiana, as the ‘Murphy A. Tannehill Post Of- 
fice Building". 

H.R. 4010. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 100 West Percy Street in Indianola, Mis- 
sissippi, as the ‘‘Minnie Cox Post Office 
Building". 

H.R. 4181. An Act to designate a portion of 
California State Route 91 located in Los An- 
geles County, California, as the ‘‘Juanita 
Millender-McDonald Highway". 

H.R. 6558. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1750 Lundy Avenue in San Jose, Cali- 
fornia, as the ‘‘Gordon N. Chan Post Office 
Building". 

H.R. 6681. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 300 Vine Street in New Lenox, Illinois, as 
the ‘‘Jacob M. Lowell Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6834. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 4 South Main Street in Wallingford, Con- 
necticut, as the ‘‘CWO Richard R. Lee Post 
Office Building". 

H.R. 6847. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 801 Industrial Boulevard in Ellijay, Geor- 
gia, as the “First Lieutenant Noah Harris 
Ellijay Post Office Building". 

H.R. 6902. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 513 6th Avenue in Dayton, Kentucky, as 
the “Staff Sergeant Nicholas Ray Carnes 
Post Office". 

H.R. 6982. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
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at 210 South Ellsworth Avenue in San Mateo, 
California, as the “Гео J. Ryan Post Office 
Building". 

October 22, 2008: 

H.R. 6197. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 7095 Highway 57 in Counce, Tennessee, as 
the ‘‘Pickwick Post Office Building". 

November 21, 2008: 

H.R. 6867. An Act to provide for additional 

emergency unemployment compensation. 
December 1, 2008: 

H.R. 5714. An Act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in recognition 
and celebration of the establishment of the 
United States Army in 1775, to honor the 
American soldier of both today and yester- 
day, in wartime and in peace, and to com- 
memorate the traditions, history, and herit- 
age of the United States Army and its role in 
American society, from the Colonial period 
to today. 

December 2, 2008: 

H.R. 2040. An Act to require the Secretary 
of the Treasury to mint coins in commemo- 
ration of the semicentennial of the enact- 
ment of the Civil Rights Act of 1964. 

December 19, 2008: 

H.R. 6859. An Act to designate the facility 
of the United States Postal Service located 
at 1501 South Slappey Boulevard in Albany, 
Georgia, as the ‘‘Dr. Walter Carl Gordon, Jr. 
Post Office Building". 

December 23, 2008: 

Н.В. 6184. An Act to provide for а program 
for circulating quarter dollar coins that are 
emblematic of à national park or other na- 
tional site in each State, the District of Co- 
lumbia, and each territory of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7311. An Act to authorize appropria- 
tions for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 for the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, 
to enhance measures to combat trafficking 
in persons, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 7327. An Act to make technical cor- 
rections related to the Pension Protection 
Act of 2006, and for other purposes. 


— Ee 


SENATE BILLS AND JOINT RESO- 
LUTIONS APPROVED BY THE 
PRESIDENT 


The President notified the Clerk of 
the (Senate) that on the following 
dates he had approved and signed bills 
and joint resolutions of the Senate of 
the following titles: 

October 1, 2008: 

S. 3009. An Act to designate the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation building under con- 
struction in Omaha, Nebraska, as the “J. 
James Exon Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Building". 

October 2, 2008: 

S. 996. An Act to amend title 49, United 
States Code, to expand passenger facility fee 
eligibility for certain noise compatibility 
projects. 

October 8, 2008: 

S. 1760. An Act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act with respect to the Healthy 
Start Initiative. 

S. 2185. An Act to prohibit the recruitment 
or use of child soldiers, to designate persons 
who recruit or use child soldiers as inadmis- 
sible aliens, to allow the deportation of per- 
sons who recruit or use child soldiers, and 
for other purposes. 
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S.J. Res. 35. A joint resolution to amend 
Public Law 108-331 to provide for the con- 
struction and related activities in support of 
the Very Energetic Radiation Imaging Tele- 
Scope Array System (VERITAS) project in 
Arizona. 

S.J. Res. 45. A joint resolution expressing 
the consent and approval of Congress to an 
interstate compact regarding water re- 
Sources in the Great Lakes—St. Lawrence 
River Basin. 

October 7, 2008: 

S. 8015. An Act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
18 S. G Street, Lakeview, Oregon, as the “Ог. 
Bernard Daly Post Office Building". 

S. 3082. An Act to designate the facility of 
the United States Postal Service located at 
1700 Cleveland Avenue in Kansas City, Mis- 
souri, as the «Reverend Earl Abel Post Office 
Building". 

October 8, 2008: 

S. 496. An Act to reauthorize and improve 
the program authorized by the Appalachian 
Regional Development Act of 1965. 

S. 1046. An Act to modify pay provisions re- 
lating to certain senior-level positions in the 
Federal Government, and for other purposes. 

S. 1382. An Act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to provide for the establishment 
of an Amyotrophie Lateral Sclerosis Reg- 
istry. 

S. 1810. An Act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to increase the provision of sci- 
entifically sound information and support 
Services to patients receiving a positive test 
diagnosis for Down syndrome or other pre- 
natally and postnatally diagnosed condi- 
tions. 

S. 2482. An Act to repeal the provision of 
title 46, United States Code, requiring a li- 
cense for employment in the business of sal- 
vaging on the coast of Florida. 

S. 2606. An Act to reauthorize the United 
States Fire Administration, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 2932. An Act to amend the Public Health 
Service Act to reauthorize the poison center 
national toll-free number, national media 
campaign, and grant program to provide as- 
sistance for poison prevention, sustain the 
funding of poison centers, and enhance the 
public health of people of the United States. 

S. 2982. An Act to amend the Runaway and 
Homeless Youth Act to authorize appropria- 
tions, and for other purposes. 

S. 3560. An Act to amend title XIX of the 
Social Security Act to provide additional 
funds for the qualifying individual (QI) pro- 
gram, and for other purposes. 

S. 3597. An Act to provide that funds allo- 
cated for community food projects for fiscal 
year 2008 shall remain available until Sep- 
tember 30, 2009. 

October 9, 2008: 

S. 2840. An Act to establish a liaison with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
United States Citizenship and Immigration 
Services to expedite naturalization applica- 
tions filed by members of the Armed Forces 
and to establish а deadline for processing 
such applications. 

October 10, 2008: 

S. 1492. An Act to improve the quality of 
Federal and State data regarding the avail- 
ability and quality of broadband services and 
to promote the deployment of affordable 
broadband services to all parts of the Nation. 

S. 1582. An Act to reauthorize and amend 
the Hydrographic Services Improvement 
Act, and for other purposes. 
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S. 2162. An Act to improve the treatment 
and services provided by the Department of 
Veterans Affairs to veterans with post-trau- 
matic stress disorder and substance use dis- 
orders, and for other purposes. 


S. 2816. An Act to provide for the appoint- 
ment of the Chief Human Capital Officer of 
the Department of Homeland Security by the 
Secretary of Homeland Security. 

S. 3028. An Act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to improve and enhance com- 
pensation and pension, housing, labor and 
education, and insurance benefits for vet- 
erans, and for other purposes. 

S. 3128. An Act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to provide a loan to the White 
Mountain Apache Tribe for use in planning, 
engineering, and designing a certain water 
system project. 

S. 3606. An Act to extend the special immi- 
grant nonminister religious worker program 
and for other purposes. 

October 18, 2008: 

S. 431. An Act to require convicted sex of- 
fenders to register online identifiers, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 1738. An Act to require the Department 
of Justice to develop and implement a Na- 
tional Strategy Child Exploitation Preven- 
tion and Interdiction, to improve the Inter- 
net Crimes Against Children TaskForce, to 
increase resources for regional computer fo- 
rensic labs, and to make other improvements 
to increase the ability of law enforcement 
agencies to investigate and prosecute child 
predators. 

S. 8296. An Act to extend the authority of 
the United States Supreme Court Police to 
protect court officials off the Supreme Court 
Grounds and change the title of the Adminis- 
trative Assistant to the Chief Justice. 

S. 3825. An Act to enhance remedies for 
violations of intellectual property laws, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3477. An Act to amend title 44, United 
States Code, to authorize grants for Presi- 
dential Centers of Historical Excellence. 

S. 3536. An Act to amend section 5402 of 
title 39, United States Code, to modify the 
authority relating to United States Postal 
Service air transportation contracts, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 8569. An Act to make improvements in 
the operation and administration of the Fed- 
eral courts, and for other purposes. 

S. 3598. An Act to amend titles 46 and 18, 
United States Code, with respect to the oper- 
ation of submersible vessels and semi-sub- 
mersible vessels without nationality. 

S. 3605. An Act to extend the pilot program 
for volunteer groups to obtain criminal his- 
tory background checks. 

October 14, 2008: 

S. 906. An Act to prohibit the sale, dis- 
tribution, transfer, and export of elemental 
mercury, and for other purposes. 

S. 1276. An Act to facilitate the creation of 
methamphetamine precursor electronic log- 
book systems, and for other purposes. 

S. 2304. An Act to amend title I of the Om- 
nibus Crime Control and Safe Streets Act of 
1968 to provide grants for the improved men- 
tal health treatment and services provided 
to offenders with mental illnesses, and for 
other purposes. 

S. 3001. An Act to authorize appropriations 
for fiscal year 2009 for military activities of 
the Department of Defense, for military con- 
struction, and for defense activities of the 
Department of Energy, to prescribe military 
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personnel strengths for such fiscal year, and 
for other purposes. 

S. 3550. An Act to designate a portion of 
the Rappahannock River in the Common- 
wealth of Virginia as the “John W. Warner 
Rapids’’. 

October 15, 2008: 

S. 3641. An Act to authorize funding for the 
National Crime Victim Law Institute to pro- 
vide support for victims of crime under 
Crime Victims Legal Assistance Programs as 
a part of the Victims of Crime Act of 1984. 

October 20, 2008: 

S. 3197. An Act to amend title 11, United 
States Code, to exempt for a limited period, 
from the application of the means-test pre- 
sumption of abuse under chapter 7, quali- 
fying members of reserve components of the 
Armed Forces and members of the National 
Guard who, after September 11, 2001, are 
called to active duty or to perform a home- 
land defense activity for not less than 90 
days. 

December 2, 2008: 

S. 602. An Act to develop the next genera- 
tion of parental control technology. 

S. 1193. An Act to direct the Secretary of 
the Interior to take into trust 2 parcels of 
Federal land for the benefit of certain Indian 
Pueblos in the State of New Mexico, and for 
other purposes. 

December 19, 2008: 

S.J. Res. 46. A joint resolution ensuring 
that the compensation and other emolu- 
ments attached to the office of Secretary of 
State are those which were in effect on Janu- 
ary 1, 2007. 

December 23, 2008: 

S. 3668. An Act to require the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to provide for a 
short-term extension of the analog television 
broadcasting authority so that essential pub- 
lic safety announcements and digital tele- 
vision transition information may be pro- 
vided for à short time during the transition 
to digital television broadcasting. 

S. 3712. An Act to make a technical correc- 
tion in the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domen- 
ici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Eq- 
uity Act of 2008. 


EE 
SENATE BILL REFERRED 


A bill of the Senate of the following 
title was taken from the Speaker’s 
table and, under the rule, referred as 
follows: 

S. Con. Res. 107. Concurrent resolution ex- 
pressing the sense of Congress regarding the 
rights of Members of Congress (or any em- 
ployee of a Member of Congress authorized 
by that Member) to lead tours of the United 
States Capitol complex; to the Committee on 
House Administration. 


EEE 
ENROLLED BILLS SIGNED 


Ms. Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reported and found truly en- 
rolled bills of the House of the fol- 
lowing titles, which were thereupon 
signed by the Speaker pro tempore, Mr. 
HOYER, on Thursday, December 11, 2008: 

H.R. 6184. An act to provide for a program 
for circulating quarter dollar coins that are 
emblematic of a national park or other na- 
tional site in each State, the District of Co- 
lumbia, and each territory of the United 
States, and for other purposes. 


January 3, 2009 


H.R. 7311. An act to authorize appropria- 
tions for fiscal years 2008 through 2011 for the 
Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, 
to enhance measures to combat trafficking 
in persons, and for other purposes. 

On Friday, December 12, 2008 

H.R. 7327. An act to make technical correc- 
tions related to the Pension Protection Act 
of 2006, and for other purposes. 


EE 


SENATE ENROLLED BILLS AND 
JOINT RESOLUTION SIGNED 


The Speaker pro tempore, Mr. HOYER, 
announced his signature on Thursday, 
December 11, 2008 to enrolled bills and 
a joint resolution of the Senate of the 
following titles: 

S. 3663. An act to require the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to provide for a 
short-term extension of the analog television 
broadcasting authority so that essential pub- 
lic safety announcements and digital tele- 
vision transition information may be pro- 
vided for a short time during the transition 
to digital television broadcasting. 

S. 3712. An act to make a technical correc- 
tion in the Paul Wellstone and Pete Domen- 
ici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Eq- 
uity Act of 2008. 

S.J. Res. 46. Ensuring that the compensa- 
tion and other emoluments attached to the 
office of Secretary of State are those which 
were in effect on January 1, 2007. 


a 


BILLS PRESENTED TO THE 
PRESIDENT 


Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, reports that on December 11, 
2008 she presented to the President of 
the United States, for his approval, the 
following bill. 

H.R. 6859. To designate the facility of the 
United States Postal Service located at 1501 
South Slappey Boulevard in Albany, Geor- 
gia, as the ‘‘Dr. Walter Carl Gordon, Jr. Post 
Office Building". 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, further reports that on Decem- 
ber 12, 2008 she presented to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, for his ap- 
proval, the following bills. 

Н.В. 6184. То provide for а program for cir- 
culating quarter dollar coins that are em- 
blematic of a national park or other national 
site in each State, the District of Columbia, 
and each territory of the United States, and 
for other purposes. 

H.R. 7811. To authorize appropriations for 
fiscal years 2008 through 2011 for the Traf- 
ficking Victims Protection Act of 2000, to en- 
hance measures to combat trafficking in per- 
sons, and for other purposes. 

Lorraine C. Miller, Clerk of the 
House, further reports that on Decem- 
ber 17, 2008 she presented to the Presi- 
dent of the United States, for his ap- 
proval, the following bill. 

H.R. 7327. To make technical corrections 
related to the Pension Protection Act of 
2006, and for other purposes. 


EE 


SINE DIE ADJOURNMENT 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu- 
ant to the 20th amendment to the Con- 
stitution of the United States, the 


January 3, 2009 


Chair declares the 110th Congress ad- 
journed sine die. 
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Thereupon (at noon), the House ad- 
journed. 
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а 


EXPENDITURE REPORTS CONCERNING OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL 


Reports concerning the foreign currencies and U.S. dollars utilized for Speaker-Authorized Official Travel during the 
second and fourth quarters of 2008, pursuant to Public Law 95-384 are as follows: 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, JONATHAN STIVERS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN OCT. 19 AND OCT. 30, 2008 


Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar US. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
р Currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 
currency ? currency ? currency? currency? 
Jonathan Stivers 10/20 10/00 China . 1,528.00 16,775.43 18,303.43 
Соте: ОКА; а.а ны ны дине rinia Jenn 1,528.00 16,775.43 18,303.43 


1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 


JONATHAN STIVERS, Nov. 25, 2008. 


REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, KAY A. KING, PH.D., HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN NOV. 6 AND NOV. 13, 2008 


Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
P currency or U.S. currency or US. currency or US. currency or US. 

currency 2 currency 2 currency 2 currency? 
Kay A-King;: PHD. sun dre tetuer 116 11/9 Peru ... 1,884.67 (3) 1,884.67 
11/9 11/11 Chile .. 635.56 (3) 635.56 
11/11 11/13 Paraguay. 372.37 G) 372.37 
Committee total эс enanakcamecdcdgher mei НЬ ааа наана ае 2:892: i ENT оаа 2,892.60 


1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 


KAY A. KING, Ph.D., Dec. 3, 2008. 


(AMENDED) REPORT OF EXPENDITURES FOR OFFICIAL FOREIGN TRAVEL, COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, EXPENDED BETWEEN APR. 1 AND JUNE 30, 2008 


Date Per diem ! Transportation Other purposes Total 
U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar U.S. dollar 
Name of Member or employee Arrival Departure Country Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent Foreign equivalent 
р сштепсу or U.S. Currency or U.S. Currency or U.S. currency or U.S. 

currency ? currency ? currency ? currency ? 
Hon. Keith Ellison ... 5/16 241.00 241.00 
Hon. Hank Johnson . 5/16 241.00 241.00 
Ur Jaddou .. 6/26 693.95 693.95 
Traci Hong . 6/26 693.95 693.95 
Committed total ылыныыны аы Әде » Aala aada Seii ыны, ына LEGII. жылынды. Оа ан Кийим ыы. contiuenitiagoA utum? 1,869.90 


1Per diem constitutes lodging and meals. 


?|f foreign currency is used, enter U.S. dollar equivalent; if U.S. currency is used, enter amount expended. 


HON. JOHN CONYERS, Jr., Chairman, Dec. 4, 2008. 


ŘE 


EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 


Under clause 8 of rule XII, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 


9876. A letter from the Acting Assistant Di- 
rector, Directives and Regulations Branch, 
Off ice of Regulatory and Management Serv- 
ices, USDA Forest Service, Department of 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Predecisional Administrative Review Proc- 
ess for Hazardous Fuel Reduction Projects 
Authorized Under the Healthy Forests Res- 
toration Act of 2003 (RIN: 0596-AC15) received 
December 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 


9877. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department's final rule — Domestic Dates 
Produced or Packed in Riverside County, CA; 
Decreased Assessment Rate [Docket No.: 
AMS-FV-08-0056; F'V08-987-1 FIR] received 
December 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 


801(a)(1)(A); 
culture. 


9878. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Tart Cherries 
Grown in the States of Michigan, et al.; 
Change to Fiscal Period [Docet No.: AMS- 
FV-08-0066; F'V08-930-2 IFR] received Decem- 
ber 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 


9879. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department's final rule — Walnuts Grown in 
California; Changes to Regulations Gov- 
erning Board Nominations [Docket No.: 
AMS-FV-08-0091; F'V09-984-1 IFR] received 
December 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 


9880. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Kiwifruit Grown 
in California; Decreased Assessment Rate 
[Docket No.: AMS-FV-08-0095; FV09-920-1 
IFR] received December 15, 2008, pursuant to 


to the Committee on Agri- 


5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

9881. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — National Dairy 
Promotion and Research Program; Final 
Rule on Amendments to the Dairy Pro- 
motion and Research Order [Docket No.: 
AMS DA-08-0035; DA-08-02] received Decem- 
ber 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Agriculture. 

9882. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department's final rule — Walnuts Grown in 
California; Decreased Assessment Rate 
[Docket No.: AMS-FV-08-0093; FV09-984-2 
IFR] received December 15, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

9883. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Irish Potatoes 
Grown in Washington; Modification of Late 
Payment and Interest Charge Regulation 
[Docket No.: AMS-FV-08-0037; FV08-946-2 FR] 
received December 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9884. A letter from the Administrator, De- 
partment of Agriculture, transmitting the 
Department's final rule — United States 
Standards for Grades of Potatoes [Docket 
No.: AMS-FV-2006-0136; F'V-06-308-C] received 
December 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Agri- 
culture. 

9885. A letter from the Management & Pro- 
gram Analyst, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Sale and Disposal of National Forest Service 
System Timber; Timber Sale Contracts; 
Market-Related Contract Term Additions 
(RIN: 0596-AC79) received January 2, 2009, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Agriculture. 

9886. A letter from the Administrator, Risk 
Management Agency, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Catastrophic Risk Protection En- 
dorsement; Group Risk Plan of Insurance 
Regulations; and the Common Crop Insur- 
ance Regulations, Basic Provisions (RIN: 
0563-AC19) received December 19, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Agriculture. 

9887. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Review Group, Department of Agri- 
culture, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Cotton Program Changes for Loans, 
Loan Deficiency Payments, Upland Cotton, 
and Extra Long Staple Cotton (RIN: 0560- 
AH81) received December 19, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

9888. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protction Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Isoxaflutole; Pesticide Tol- 
erances [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0217; FRL-8393-1] 
received December 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9889. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule —  Novaluron; Pesticide 
Tolerances[EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0438 FRL-8391- 
5] received December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9890. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Mefenpyr-diethyl and Me- 
tabolites; Pesticide Tolerance[EPA-HQ-OPP- 
2007-0672; FRL-8390-8] received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

9891. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 


cy’s final rule — 2, 4-р, Bensulide, 
Chlorpyrifos, DCPA, Desmedipham, 
Dimethoate, Fenamiphos, Metolachlor, 
Phorate, Sethoxydim, Terbufos, 


Tetrachlorvinphos, and Triallate; Technical 
Amendment [EPA-HQ-OPP-2007-0674; FRL- 
8393-9] received December 23, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Agriculture. 

9892. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Novaluron; Pesticide Toler- 
ances Technical Amendment [EPA-HQ-OPP- 
2007-0438; FRL-8396-4] received December 30, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Agriculture. 

9893. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
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Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Multiple Chemicals; Exten- 
sion of Tolerances for Emergency Exemp- 
tions [EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0823; FRL-8392-3] re- 
ceived December 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ag- 
riculture. 

9894. A letter from the Acting Comptroller, 
Department of Defense, transmitting a letter 
to report an Antideficiency Act violation, 
pursuant to 31 U.S.C. 1351; to the Committee 
on Appropriations. 

9895. A letter from the Reports of Govern- 
ment Property, Department of Defense, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup- 
plement; Reports of Government Property 
(DFARS Case 2005-D015) (RIN: 0750-AF24) re- 
ceived December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

9896. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement, Acquisition Policy, and Stra- 
tegic Sourcing, Department of Defense, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup- 
plement, Least Developed Countries that are 
Designated Countries (DFARS Case 2008- 
D019) (RIN: 0750-AG08) received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Armed Services. 

9897. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement, Acquisition Policy, and Stra- 
tegic Sourcing, Department of Defense, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup- 
plement; Limitations on DoD Non-Commer- 
cial Time-and-Materials Contracts (DFARS 
Case 2007-D021) (RIN: 0750-AF90) received De- 


cember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 


9898. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement, Acquisition Policy, and Stra- 
tegic Sourcing, Department of Defense, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup- 
plement; Carriage Vessel Overhaul, Repair, 
and Maintenance (DFARS Case 2007-D001) 
(RIN: 0750-AF75) received December 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

9899. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec- 
retary for Acquisition and Technology, De- 
partment of Defense, transmitting a report 
on a plan to increase usage of environ- 
mentally friendly products that minimize 
the potential impacts to human health and 
environment at all Department of Defense 
facilities inside and outside the United 
States, pursuant to Section 888 of the Na- 
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2008; to the Committee on Armed Serv- 
ices. 

9900. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec- 
retary for Acquisition and Technology, De- 
partment of Defense, transmitting notifica- 
tion that the Department will submit a re- 
port on the amount of purchases from for- 
eign entities for fiscal year 2008 by April 
2009, pursuant to Public Law 104-201, section 
827; to the Committee on Armed Services. 

9901. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement, Department of Defense, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — De- 
fense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup- 
plement; Payment Protections for Sub- 
contractors and Suppliers — Deletion of Du- 
plicative Text (DFARS Case 2008-D021) (RIN: 
0750-AG15) received December 16, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

9902. A letter from the OSD Federal Reg- 
ister Liaison Officer, DoD, Department of 
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Defense, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — TRICARE Program; Overpayments 
Recovery [DOD-2007-HA-0010] (RIN: 0720- 
AB09) received December 16, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

9908. A letter from the Director, Defense 
Procurement, Department of Defense, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule — De- 
fense Federal Acquisition Regulation Sup- 
plement; Para-Aramid Fibers and Yarns 
Manufactured in a Qualifying Country 
[DFARS Case 2008-D024] (RIN: 0750-AG13) re- 
ceived December 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

9904. A letter from the Deputy Secretary, 
Department of Defense, transmitting the In- 
spector General Department of Defense 
Semiannual Report, April 1, 2008- September 
30, 2008, pursuant to Section 5(a) of the In- 
spector General Act of 1978; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

9905. A letter from the Deputy Under Sec- 
retary for Acquisition and Technology, De- 
partment of Defense, transmitting a report 
on the extension of authority for use of sim- 
plified acquisition procedures for certain 
commercial items, pursuant to Public Law 
110-181, section 822; to the Committee on 
Armed Services. 

9906. A letter from the Acting Under Sec- 
retary, Department of Defense, transmitting 
notification that the Department is pursuing 
a Multi-Year Procurement (MYP) contract 
for VIRGINIA Class Submarines for Fiscal 
Year 2009 through 2018, pursuant to Public 
Law 110-181, section 8011; to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

9907. A letter from the Chief, Programs and 
Legislation Division Office of Legislative Li- 
aison, Department of the Air Force, trans- 
mitting the results of a public-private com- 
petition on December 2, 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

9908. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Installations and Environment, Depart- 
ment of the Navy, transmitting notification 
of the Department’s decision to conduct a 
streamlined A-76 competition; to the Com- 
mittee on Armed Services. 

9909. A letter from the Chief Counsel, De- 
partment of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Final 
Flood Elevation Determinations received De- 
cember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9910. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Changes in Flood Elevation Determinations 
[Docket No. FEMA-B-1019] received Decem- 
ber 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

9911. A letter from the Chief Counsel, 
FEMA, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Final Flood Elevation Determinations — re- 
ceived December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services. 

9912. A letter from the Associate General 
Counsel for Legislation and Regulations, De- 
partment of Housing and Urban Develop- 
ment, transmitting the Department’s 
“Major” final rule — HUD Programs: Vio- 
lence Against Women Act Conforming 
Amendments [Docket No. FR-5056-I-01] (RIN: 
2577-AC65) received December 9, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

9913. A letter from the Counsel for Legisla- 
tion and Regulations, Department of Hous- 
ing and Urban Development, transmitting 


January 3, 2009 


the Department's final rule — Public Access 
to HUD Records Under the Freedom of Infor- 
mation Act (FOIA) and Production of Mate- 
rial or Provision of Testimony by HUD Em- 
ployees; Revisions to Policies and Practices 
Regarding Subpoenas and Other Demands for 
Testimony [Docket No. FR-5206-F-02] (RIN: 
2501-AD39) received December 9, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

9914. A letter from the Director, Depart- 
ment of Treasury, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule — Financial Crimes En- 
forcement Network; Amendment to the Bank 
Secrecy Act Regulations — Exemptions from 
the Requirement to Report Transactions in 
Currency (RIN: 1506-AA90) received Decem- 
ber 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Financial Services. 

9915. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legal Affairs, Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation, transmitting the Corporation’s 
final rule — Processing of Deposit Accounts 
in the Event an Insured Depository Institu- 
tion Failure (RIN: 3064-AD26) received De- 
cember 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9916. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, FDIC, Federal Deposit 
Insurance Corporation, transmitting the 
Corporation’s final rule — Temporary Li- 
quidity Guarantee Program (RIN: 3064-AD37) 
received December 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Fi- 
nancial Services. 

9917. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur- 
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora- 
tion’s final rule — Temporary Liquidity 
Guarantee Program (RIN: 3064-AD87) re- 
ceived December 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9918. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Legislative Affairs, Federal Deposit Insur- 
ance Corporation, transmitting the Corpora- 
tion’s final rule — Large-Bank Deposit In- 
surance Determination Modernization (RIN: 
3064-AD26) received December 9, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

9919. A letter from the General Counsel 
(Federal Home Loan Banks), Federal Hous- 
ing Finance Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Affordable Housing Pro- 
gram Amendments: Federal Home Loan 
Bank Mortgage Refinancing Authority (RIN: 
2590-A A04) received December 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Financial Services. 

9920. A letter from the General Counsel 
(Federal Home Loan Banks), Federal Hous- 
ing Finance Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Federal Home Loan Bank 
Boards of Directors: Eligibility and Elec- 
tions (RIN: 2590-AA03) received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Financial Services. 

9921. A letter from the Vice President, Gen- 
eral Motors Corporation, transmitting the 
restructuring plan for General Motors Cor- 
poration; to the Committee on Financial 
Services. 

9922. A letter from the Acting Secretary, 
Securities and Exchange Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission's final rule — 
Amendment to Municipal Securities Disclo- 
sure [Release No.: 34-59062; File No. S7-21-08] 
(RIN: 3235-AK20) received December 12, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services. 

9923. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Management and Budget, transmitting the 
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first report of the estimated cost of assets 
purchased under the Emergency Economic 
Stabilization Act of 2008, as required by sec- 
tion 202; (H. Doc. No. —161); to the Com- 
mittee on Financial Services and ordered to 
be printed. 

9924. A letter from the Director, Supple- 
mental Food Programs Division, Department 
of Agriculture, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule — WIC Farmers’ Market 
Nutrition Program (FMNP): Nondis- 
cretionary Provisions of Public Law 108-265, 
the Child Nutrition and WIC Reauthorization 
Act of 2004 [FDMS 2007-0008] (RIN: 0584-AD74) 
received December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor. 

9925. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulations, Office of General 
Counsel, Department of Education, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Assist- 
ance to States for the Education of Children 
With Disabilities and Preschool Grants for 
Children With Disabilities [DOCKET ID ED- 
2008-OSERS-0005] (RIN: 1820-AB60) received 
December 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

9926. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Department of Education, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Impact Aid Pro- 
grams [Docket ID: ED-2008-OESE-008} (RIN: 
1810-AB00) received December 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Education and Labor. 

9927. A letter from the Assistant General 
Counsel for Regulatory Services, Depart- 
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule — Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy [Docket ID: ED-2008- 
OPEPD-0002] (RIN: 1855-AA05) received De- 
cember 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

9928. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s notice of Final Discretionary Grant 
Priorities for Fiscal Year 2009, pursuant to 
Section 437(f) of the General Education Pro- 
visions Act; to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

9929. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Education, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule — Family Educational 
Rights and Privacy [DOCKET ID ED-2008- 
OPEPD-0002] (RIN: 1855-AA05) received De- 
cember 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Education 
and Labor. 

9930. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department’s report on the 
Community Services Block Grant Act Dis- 
cretionary Activities for Fiscal Year 2004, 
pursuant to Section 680 of the Community 
Services Block Grant Act of 1981, as amend- 
ed; to the Committee on Education and 
Labor. 

9931. A letter from the Assistant Secretary, 
Employee Benefits Security Administration, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule — Statutory Exemp- 
tion for Cross-Trading of Securities (RIN: 
1210-AB17) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Education and Labor. 

9932. A letter from the Director, Interpre- 
tations & Regulatory Analysis, Department 
of Labor, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Protecting the Privacy of Work- 
ers: Labor Standards Provisions Applicable 
to Contracts Covering Federally Financed 
and Assisted Construction (RIN: 1215-AB67) 
received December 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 
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U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor. 

9983. A letter from the Director, Human 
Resources, Greenlee Textron Company, 
transmitting an announcement pursuant to 
the Worker Adjustment and Retaining Noti- 
fication (^WARN") Act; to the Committee on 
Education and Labor. 

9934. A letter from the Chairperson, Na- 
tional Council on Disability, transmitting a 
report entitled, ‘“‘The Rehabilitation Act: 
Outcomes for Transition Age Youth’’; to the 
Committee on Education and Labor. 

9985. A letter from the Director, Legisla- 
tive & Regulatory Department, Pension Ben- 
efit Guaranty Corporation, transmitting the 
Corporation's final rule — Benefits Payable 
in Terminated Single-Employer Plans; Allo- 
cation of Assets in Single-Employer Plans; 
Interest Assumptions for Valuing and Pay- 
ing Benefits received December 9, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. 

9936. A letter from the Deputy Director for 
Operations, Pension Benefit Guaranty Cor- 
poration, transmitting the  Corporation's 
final rule — Disclosure of Termination Infor- 
mation (RIN: 1212-AB14) received December 
19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Education and Labor. 

9987. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary for Communications and Informa- 
tion, Department of Commerce, transmitting 
the Department's report on the activities of 
the Implementation Coordination Office 
(ICO) of the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration (NHTSA) and National Tele- 
communications and Information Adminis- 
tration (NTIA); to the Committee on Energy 
and Commerce. 

9938. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
(Acting) Office of Fossil Energy, Department 
of Energy, transmitting the Department's 
report entitled, “А Study on Inventory of 
Petroleum and Natural Gas Storage"; to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9989. A letter from the Program Manager 
HHS-ODRM, Department of Health and 
Human Services, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's Major" final rule — Medicaid Pro- 
gram; State Flexibility for Medicaid Benefit 
Packages [CMS-2232-F] (RIN: 0938-AO48) re- 
ceived December 3, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9940. A letter from the Director, Regula- 
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule — Prior 
Notice if Imported Food Under the Public 
Health Security and Bioterrorism Prepared- 
ness and Response Act of 2002 [Docket No.: 
FDA-2002-N-0233 (formerly Docket No. 2002N- 
0278)] (RIN: 0910-AC41) received December 9, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9941. A letter from the Director, Regula- 
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — Max- 
imum Civil Money Penalty Amounts and 
Compliance With the Federal Civil Penalties 
Inflation Adjustment Act [Docket No.: FDA- 
2008-N-0561] received December 9, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9942. A letter from the Director, Regula- 
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — Ob- 
stetrical and Gynecological Devices; Des- 
ignation of Special Controls for Male 
Condoms Made of Natural Rubber Latex 
[Docket No.: FDA-2004-N-0511] (formerly 
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Docket No.: 2004N-0556)] (RIN: 0910-AF21) re- 
ceived December 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9943. A letter from the Director, Regula- 
tions Policy and Management Staff, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule — Use of 
Ozone-Depleting Substances; Removal of Es- 
sential-Use Designation (Epinephrine) 
[Docket No.: FDA-2007-N-0314] (formerly 
2007N-0262)] (RIN: 0910-AF92) received Decem- 
ber 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9944. A letter from the Director, Regula- 
tions policy and Management Staff, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — Food 
Labeling: Health Claims; Calcium and 
Osteoporosis, and Calcium, Vitamin D, and 
Osteoporosis [Docket No.: FDA-2004-P-0205 
(formerly Docket No.: 2005P-0464)] received 
December 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9945. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Administration’s report regard- 
ing labeling information for indoor tanning 
devices as required by section 230 of the Food 
and Drug Administration Amendments Act 
of 2007, Public Law 110-85; to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9946. A letter from the Regulation Coordi- 
nator, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Ensuring That Department of 
Health and Human Services Funds Do Not 
Support Coercive or Discriminatory Policies 
or Practices in Violation of Federal Law 
(RIN: 0991-AB48) received December 19, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9947. A letter from the Regulation Coordi- 
nator, Department of Health and Human 
Services, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — State Long-Term Care Partner- 
ship Program: Reporting Requirements for 
Insurers [ASPE:LTCI-F] (RIN: 0991-AB44) re- 
ceived December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9948. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's ‘‘Major’’ 
final rule — Medicaid Program; Dispropor- 
tionate Share Hospital Payments [CMS-2198- 
F] (RIN: 0938-AN09) received December 22, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9949. A letter from the Staff Assistant, De- 
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Tire Registra- 
tion and Recordkeeping [Docket No.: 
NHTSA-2008-0187] (RIN: 2127-AK11) received 
December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9950. A letter from the Staff Assistant, De- 
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Federal Motor 
Vehicle Saftey Standards; Occupant Crash 
Protection [Docket No.: NHTSA-08-0168] 
(RIN: 2127-AK02) received December 10, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9951. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Alaska; Interstate 
Transport of Pollution [EPA-R10-OAR-2008- 
0166; FRL-8750-2] received December 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 
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9952. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Air Emissions Reporting 
Requirements [EPA-HQ-OAR-2004-0489; FRL- 
8749-5] (RIN: 2060-AN20) received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9953. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Divison, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — The Treatment of Data In- 
fluenced by Exceptional Events (Exceptional 
Event Rule) Revised Exceptional Event 
Data Flagging Submittal and Documenta- 
tion Schedule to Support Initial Area Des- 
ignations for the 2008 Ozone NAAQS [EPA- 
HQ-OAR-2005-0159; FRL-8752-2] (RIN: 2060- 
AP28) received December 12, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9954. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the California 
State Implementation Plan, South Coast Air 
Quality Management District [EPA-R09- 
OAR-2008-0537; FRL-8731-3] received Decem- 
ber 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9955. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Prevention of Significant 
Deterioration (PSD) and Nonattainment New 
Source Review (NSR): Reconsideration of In- 
clusion of Fugitive Emissions [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2004-0014, FRL-8752-4] (RIN: 2060-AM91) 
received December 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9956. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — National Emission Stand- 
ards for Hazardous Air Pollutant Emissions: 
Group I Polymers and Resins (Polysulfide 
Rubber Production, Ethylene Propylene 
Rubber Production, Butyl Rubber Produc- 
tion, Neoprene Production); National Emis- 
sion Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants 
for Epoxy Resins Production and Non-Nylon 
Polyamides Production; National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for 
Source Categories: Generic Maximum 
Achievable Control Technology Standards 
(Acetal Resins Production and Hydrogen 
Fluoride Production) (Risk and Technology 
Review) [EHPA-HQ-OAR-2007-0211; FRL-8752-5] 
(RIN:2060-AO16) Received to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9957. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Expansion of RCRA Com- 
parable Fuel Exclusion [EPA-HQ-RCRA -2005- 
0017; FRL-8753-4] (RIN: 2050-AG24) received 
December 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9958. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Approval of Air Quality Im- 
plementation Plans; Oklahoma; Recodifica- 
tion of Regulations [EPA-R06-OA R-2006-0389; 
FRL-8752-8] received December 12, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9959. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Wis- 
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consin; New Source Review Reform ‘‘Link- 
age" Rule, Rule AM-32-04b [EPA-R05-OAR- 
2006-0609; FRL-8749-1] received December 12, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9960. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Revision of Source Category 
List for Standards Under Section 112(k) of 
the Clean Air Act; and National Emission 
Standards for Hazardous Air Pollutants for 
Area Sources: Ferroalloys Production Facili- 
ties [EPA-HQ-OAR-2008-0154 X FRL-8755-4] 
(RIN: 2060-AO13) received December 19, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9961. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — National Volatile Organic 
Compound Emission Standards for Aerosol 
Coatings [EPA-HQ-OAR-2006-0971; FRL-8757- 
1] (RIN: 2060-AP33) received December 19, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9962. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — National Ambient Air Qual- 
ity Standards for Lead [EPA-HQ-OAR-2006- 
0735; FRL-8754-9] (RIN: 2060-AN83) received 
December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9963. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Final Authorization of 
State Hazardous Waste Management Pro- 
gram Revision [EPA-R10-RCRA-2008-0588; 
FRL-8755-9] received December 19, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9964. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Amendment to Standards 
and Practices for All Appropriate Inquiries 
Under CERCLA [EPA-HQ-SFUND-2008-0873; 
FRL-8755-6] (RIN: 2050-A647) received Decem- 
ber 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9965. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Standards of Performance 
for Petroleum Refineries for Which Con- 
struction, Reconstruction, or Modification 
Commenced After May 14, 2007 [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2007-0011; FRL-8753-8] (RIN: 2060-AN72) 
received December 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9966. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Alternative Work Practice 
to Detect Leaks from Equipment [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2003-0199; FRL-8754-5] (RIN: 2060-AL98) 
received December 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9967. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Vir- 
ginia; Stafford County Reasonably Available 
Control Technology Under the 8-Hour Ozone 
National Ambient Air Quality Standard 
[EPA-R03-OAR-2008-0472; |FRL-8755-1] re- 
ceived December 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 
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9968. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — CERCLA/EPCRA Adminis- 
trative Reporting Exemption for Air Re- 
leases of Hazardous Substances from Animal 
Waste at Farms [EPA-HQ-SFUND-2007-0469; 
FRL-8753-9] (RIN: 2050-AG37) received Decem- 
ber 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9969. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Outer Continental Shelf Air 
Regulations Consistency Update for Flordia 
[EPA-R04-OAR-2008-0605; | FRL-8745-8] re- 
ceived December 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9970. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Standards of Preformance 
for Petroleum Refineries for Which Con- 
struction, Reconstruction, or Modification 
Commenced After May 14, 2007 [EPA-HQ- 
OAR-2007-0011; FRL-8753-7] (RIN: 2060-AN72) 
received 16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9971. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Nebraska: Final Authoriza- 
tion of State Hazardous Waste Management 
Program Revisions [EPA-R07-RCRA -2008- 
0830; FRL-8758-6] received December 23, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9972. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Extension of Cross-Media 
Electronic Reporting Rule Deadline for Au- 
thorized Programs [EPA-HQ-OEI-2003-0001; 
FRL-8757-2] received Dcember 23, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9973. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of State Implementation Plans: Oregon; 
Salem Carbon Monoxide Nonattainment 
Area; Designation of Areas for Air Quality 
Planning Purposes [EPA-R10-OAR-2007- 0915; 
FRL-8747-7] received December 23, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9974. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Georgia; Non- 
attainment New Source Review Rules [EPA- 
R04-OAR-2006-0649-200750; | FRL-8757-9] re- 
ceived December 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9975. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Wis- 
consin; NSR Reform Regulations, Rule AM- 
06-04 | [EPA-R05-OAR-2006-0609; | FRL-98748- 
9]received December 12, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9976. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Implementation Plans; Texas; Control of 
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Emissions of Nitrogen Oxides (NOx) From 
Cement Kilns [EPA-R06-OAR-2007- 1147; FRL- 
8758-8] received December 28, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9977. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Illi- 
nois and Indiana; Finding of Attainment for 
l-Hour Ozone for the Chicago-Gary-Lake 
County, IL-IN Area [EPA-R05-OAR-2007-1044, 
EPA R05-OAR-2007-1133; FRL-8757-8] received 
December 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9978. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; Texas; 
Attainment Demonstration for the Dallas/ 
Fort Worth 1997 8-Hour Ozone Nonattain- 
ment Area [EPA-R06-OAR-2007- 0524; FRL- 
8758-7] received December 23, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9979. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy's final rule — Air Quality Designations 
for the 2006 24-Hour Fine Particle (PM2.5) 
National Ambient Air Quality Standards 
[EPA-HQ-OAR-2007-0562; FRL-8758-3] (RIN: 
2060-A002) received December 23, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9980. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; West 
Virginia; Ambient Air Quality Standards 
[EPA-R03-OA R-2008-0694; FRL-8759-6]  re- 
ceived December 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

9981. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of Air Quality Implementation Plans; The 
Metropolitan Washington Nonattainment 
Area; Determination of Attainment of the 
Fine Particle Standard [EPA-R03-OAR-2008- 
0736; FRL-8759-7] received December 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9982. A letter from the Deputy Chief, CGB, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission’s final rule — In the 
Matter of Closed Captioning of Video Pro- 
gramming Closed Captioning Requirements 
for Digital Television Receivers [CG Docket 
No. 05-231 ET Docket No. 99-254] received De- 
cember 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

9983. A letter from the Deputy, Chief Fi- 
nancial Officer, OMD, Federal Communica- 
tions Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission’s final rule — In the Matter of 
Amendment of the Schedule of Application 
Fees Set Forth In Sections 1.1102 through 
1.1109 of the Commission’s Rules [GEN Dock- 
et No. 86-285] received December 18, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Energy and Commerce. 

9984. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
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ments, Television Broadcast Stations. (Hon- 
olulu, Hawaii) [MB Docket No. 08-155 RM- 
11479] received December 18, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce. 

9985. A letter from the Federal Commu- 
nications Commission, transmitting the 
Commission’s final rule — In the Matter of 
Closed Captioning of Video Programming 
Closed Captioning Requirements for Digital 
Television Receivers [CG Docket No. 05-231 
ET Docket No. 99-254] received December 18, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Energy and Commerce. 

9986. A letter from the Chief of Staff, Media 
Bureau, Federal Communications Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s final 
rule — In the Matter of Amendment of Sec- 
tion 73.622(i), Final DTV Table of Allot- 
ments, Television Broadcast Stations. 
(Glendive, Montana) [MB Docket No. 08-113 
RM-11446] received December 18, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 

9987. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting certification of a proposed 
manufacturing License Agreement with Aus- 
tralia (Transmittal No. DDTC 139-08), pursu- 
ant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(d); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

9988. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting certification of a proposed li- 
cense for the export of defense articles to 
Mexico (Transmittal No. DDTC 128-08), pur- 
suant to 22 U.S.C. 2776(c); to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. 

9989. A letter from the Assistant Legal Ad- 
viser for Treaty Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting Copies of international 
agreements, other than treaties, entered into 
by the United States, pursuant to 1 U.S.C. 
112b; to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9990. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
for Export Administration, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Authority Citations Updates and 
Technical Corrections [Docket No.: 
0811171457-81460-01] (RIN: 0694-AE49) received 
December 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

9991. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
For Export Administration, Department of 
Commerce, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Chemical Weapons Convention 
Regulations: Additions to the List of States 
Parties; Updates to Contact Information for 
the Treaty Compliance Division; Editoral 
Corrections [Docket No.: 080625781-8790-01] 
(RIN:0694-AE39) received December 19, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

9992. A letter from the Acting Inspector 
General, Department of Defense, transmit- 
ting à report pursuant to Pub. L. 106-65; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9993. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Office of Global Health Affairs; Regulation 
on the Organizational Integrity of Entities 
that are Implementing Programs and Activi- 
ties Under the Leadership Act (RIN: 0991- 
AB46) received December 22, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

9994. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting а report from the U.S. Global 
AIDS Coordinator on Pediatric HIV/AIDS 
Treatment and Prevention, pursuant to the 
Committee Report 110-1970f the 2008 State, 
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Foreign Operations, and Related Programs 
Appropriations Bill, H.R. 2764; to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affairs. 

9995. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting а report by the U.S. Global 
AIDS Coordinator on the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria, pur- 
suant to Section 202(c) of Public Law 108-25; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9996. A letter from the Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting a report pursuant to Section 
102(a)(2) of the Arms Export Control Act; to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

9997. A letter from the Associate Director, 
PP&I, Department of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting the Department's final rule — Ira- 
nian Transactions Regulations received De- 
cember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Foreign Af- 
fairs. 

9998. A letter from the Associate Director, 
PP&I, Department of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — Glob- 
al Terrorism Sanctions Regulations; Ter- 
rorism Sanctions Regulations; Foreign Ter- 
rorist Oragnizations Sanctions Regulations 
received December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

9999. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, transmitting as re- 
quired by section 204(c) of the International 
Emergency Economic Powers Act , 50 U.S.C. 
1703(с), and pursuant to Executive Order 
18405 of June 16, 2006, a six -month periodic 
report on the national emergency with re- 
spect to Belarus; to the Committee on For- 
eign Affairs. 

10000. A communication from the President 
of the United States, transmitting a report 
pursuant to Section 3134 of the National De- 
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008; 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

10001. A letter from the Acting Chief Exec- 
utive Officer, Corporation for National and 
Community Service, transmitting the In- 
spector General’s semiannual report to Con- 
gress for the reporting period April 1, 2008 
through September 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10002. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, transmitting the In- 
spector General’s semiannual report to Con- 
gress for the reporting period ending Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10003. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Veterans Affairs, transmitting the 
Inspector General's semiannual report to 
Congress for the reporting period April 1, 
2008 through September 30, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10004. A letter from the Chair, Equal Em- 
ployment Opportunity Commission, trans- 
mitting the Inspector General's semiannual 
report to Congress for the period ending Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b) to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10005. A letter from the Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer, Farm Credit Admin- 
istration, transmitting the Inspector Gen- 
eral's semiannual report to Congress for the 
reporting period April 1, 2008 through Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
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(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10006. A letter from the Chief Financial Of- 
ficer, Farm Credit System Insurance Cor- 
poration, transmitting the Inspector Gen- 
eral’s report for the Farm Credit System In- 
surance Corporation, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

10007. A letter from the Director Congres- 
sional Affairs, Federal Election Commission, 
transmitting the semiannual report on the 
activities of the Office of the Inspector Gen- 
eral for the period from April 1, 2008 through 
September 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10008. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Maritime Commission, transmitting the In- 
spector General’s semiannual report to Con- 
gress for the reporting period April 1, 2008 
through September 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10009. A letter from the Administrator, Na- 
tional Aeronautics and Space Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Inspector General’s 
semiannual report to Congress for the re- 
porting period ending September 30, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) 
section 5(b); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10010. A letter from the General Counsel, 
National Labor Relations Board, transmit- 
ting the Inspector General’s semiannual re- 
port to Congress for the reporting period 
April 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) sec- 
tion 5(b); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

10011. A letter from the Chairman, United 
States Postal Service, transmitting the In- 
spector General’s semiannual report to Con- 
gress for the reporting period April 1, 2008 
through September 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10012. A letter from the Federal Co-Chair, 
Appalachian Regional Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission’s semiannual report 
from the office of the Inspector General for 
the period April 1, 2008 through September 
30, 2008; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

10018. A letter from the Chief Human Cap- 
ital Officer, Corporation for National Com- 
munity Service, transmitting a report pursu- 
ant to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

10014. A letter from the Chairman, Defense 
Nuclear Facilities Safety Board, transmit- 
ting the Board’s Performance and Account- 
ability Report for Fiscal Year 2008; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

10015. A letter from the Director for Human 
Resources Management, Department of Com- 
merce, transmitting notification that the 
Department is implementing the guidelines 
of the NO FEAR Act; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

10016. A letter from the White House Liai- 
son, Department of Education, transmitting 
a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies 
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

10017. A letter from the White House Liai- 
son, Department of Education, transmitting 
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a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies 
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

10018. A letter from the White House Liai- 
son, Department of Education, transmitting 
a report pursuant to the Federal Vacancies 
Reform Act of 1998; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

10019. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Energy, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s Performance and Accountability Re- 
port for Fiscal Year 2008; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

10020. A letter from the Acting Assoc. Gen. 
Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting a report 
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10021. A letter from the Chief Human Cap- 
ital Officer, Department of Homeland Secu- 
rity, transmitting notification that the De- 
partment complies fully with the guidelines 
of the NO FEAR Act; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

10022. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting a report pursu- 
ant to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

10023. A letter from the Acting General 
Counsel, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, transmitting a report pursu- 
ant to the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 
1998; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

10024. A letter from the Deputy White 
House Liaison, Department of Justice, trans- 
mitting a report pursuant to the Federal Va- 
cancies Reform Act of 1998; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10025. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary for Administration and Mgmt., De- 
partment of Labor, transmitting a report 
pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Reform 
Act of 1998; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10026. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary for Administration and Management, 
Competitive Sourcing Official, Department 
of Labor, transmitting the Department’s re- 
port for fiscal year 2008 on competitive 
sourcing activities, pursuant to Public Law 
108-199, section 647(b) of Division F; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

10027. A letter from the Law Clerk, Depart- 
ment of Transportation, transmitting a re- 
port pursuant to the Federal Vacancies Re- 
form Act of 1998; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

10028. A letter from the Deputy Secretary, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
notification that the Department complies 
and will continue to comply with the guide- 
lines of the No FEAR Act; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

10029. A letter from the Office of Congres- 
sional and Legislative Affairs, Department 
of Veterans Affairs, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s Performance and Accountability Re- 
port for Fiscal Year 2008; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

10030. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Treasury, transmitting the Fi- 
nancial Report of the United States Govern- 
ment for Fiscal Year 2008, pursuant to 31 
U.S.C. 331(e)(1); to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

10031. A letter from the Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting notifica- 
tion that the Agency has adopted and will 
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comply fully with the guidelines of the NO 
FEAR Act; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10032. A letter from the Administrator, En- 
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit- 
ting the Agency's 2007 summary of activities 
with respect to the NO FEAR Act (Public 
Law 107-174); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10033. A letter from the Administrator, En- 
vironmental Protection Agency, transmit- 
ting the Agency's 2006 summary of activities 
with respect to the No FEAR Act (Public 
Law 107-174); to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10034. A letter from the Director Commu- 
nications and Legislative Affairs, Equal Em- 
ployment Opportunity Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission's Fiscal Year 2008 
Performance and Accountability Report; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10035. A letter from the Chairman and 
President, Export-Import Bank, transmit- 
ting the semiannual report of the Inspector 
General for the period ending September 30, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. 
Act) section 5(b); to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

10036. A letter from the Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer, Farm Credit Admin- 
istration, transmitting notification that the 
Administration complies and will continue 
to comply with ‘‘No FEAR Disciplinary Best 
Practices and Advisory Guidelines"; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

10087. A letter from the Chairman and 
Chief Executive Officer, Farm Credit Admin- 
istration, transmitting the Administration's 
Performance and Accountability Report for 
Fiscal Year 2008; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

10038. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Communieations Commission, transmitting 
the Commission's Performance and Account- 
ability Report for Fiscal Year 2008; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

10039. A letter from the Managing Director, 
Federal Communications Commission, trans- 
mitting notification that the Commission 
fully complies with the guidelines of the No 
FEAR Act; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10040. A letter from the Chief Human Cap- 
ital Officer, Federal Labor Relations Author- 
ity, transmitting notification that the Au- 
thority will comply with the guidelines of 
the No FEAR Act; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

10041. A letter from the Secretary, Federal 
Maritime Commission, transmitting pursu- 
ant to the provisions of the Federal Activi- 
ties Inventory Reform (FAIR) Act of 1998 
(Pub. L. 105-270), the Commission's 2008 In- 
ventory of Inherently Governmental Activi- 
ties and Inventory of Commercial Activities; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10042. A letter from the Chairman, Federal 
Trade Commission, transmitting the Com- 
mission's Performance and Accountability 
Report for Fiscal Year 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

100483. A letter from the Acting Adminis- 
trator, General Services Administration, 
transmitting the semiannual report on ac- 
tivities of the Inspector General and the 
Semiannual Report on Inspector General 
Audit Reports for the same period, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b); 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 
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10044. A letter from the Acting Adminis- 
trator, General Services Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s submis- 
sion in response to the Office of Personnel 
Management’s ‘‘Disciplinary Best Practices 
and Advisory Guidelines under the No FEAR 
Act”; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

10045. A letter from the Chairman, Merit 
Systems Protection Board, transmitting the 
Board's Performance and Accountability Re- 
port for Fiscal Year 2008; to the Committee 
on Oversight and Government Reform. 

10046. A letter from the Chairman, Merit 
Systems Protection Board, transmitting the 
Board's report entitled, ‘‘The Power of Fed- 
eral Employee Engagement," pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 1204(а)(3); to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

10047. A letter from the Assistant Adminis- 
trator for Legislative and Intergovernmental 
Affairs, National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration, transmitting notification that 
the Administration is in full compliance 
with the guideines of the No FEAR Act; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10048. A letter from the Deputy Archivist, 
National Archives and Records Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Testimony by NARA Employees Re- 
lating to Agency Information and Produc- 
tion of Records in Legal Proceedings [NARA- 
07-0006] (RIN: 3095-AB32) received December 
30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10049. A letter from the Chairman, Na- 
tional Credit Union Administration, trans- 
mitting the Inspector General’s semiannual 
report to Congress for the reporting period 
April 1, 2008 through September 30, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. app. (Insp. Gen. Act) sec- 
tion 5(b); to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

10050. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Human Resources, National Credit Union 
Administration, transmitting notification 
that the Administration will comply with 
the guidelines of the No FEAR Act; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

10051. A letter from the Chairman, Na- 
tional Endowment for the Arts, transmitting 
the Endowment’s Performance and Account- 
ability Report for Fiscal Year 2008; to the 
Committee on Oversight and Government 
Reform. 

10052. A letter from the Director of Admin- 
istration, National Labor Relations Board, 
transmitting the Board’s Performance and 
Accountability Report for Fiscal Year 2008; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10053. A letter from the Acting Chairman, 
National Transportation Safety Board, 
transmitting the Board’s report on competi- 
tive sourcing efforts for fiscal year 2008, pur- 
suant to Public Law 109-199; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10054. A letter from the Acting Chairman, 
National Transportation Safety Board, 
transmitting the Board’s Performance and 
Accountability report for fiscal year 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 8G(h)(2); to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10055. A letter from the Inspector General, 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, transmit- 
ting the Commission’s 2008 Performance and 
Accountability Report; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

10056. A letter from the Executive Director 
for Operations, Nuclear Regulatory Commis- 
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sion, transmitting notification that the 
Commission complies and will continue to 
comply with the guidelines of the No FEAR 
Act; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

10057. A letter from the Chairman, Occupa- 
tional Safety and Health Review Commis- 
sion, transmitting the Commission’s Per- 
formance and Accountability Report for Fis- 
cal Year 2008; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10058. A letter from the Acting Director, 
Office of Personnel Management, transmit- 
ting a report justifying the reasons for the 
extension of locality-based comparability 
payments to categories of positions that are 
in more than one executive agency, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 5304(n)(2)(O); to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

10059. A letter from the Acting Director, 
Office of Personnel Management, transmit- 
ting the Council's annual report for fiscal 
year 2008 in accordance with Section 1303(d) 
of Public Law 107-296; to the Committee on 
Oversight and Government Reform. 

10060. A letter from the Acting Director, 
Office of Personnel Management, transmit- 
ting the Office's report on changes to the 
merit system, pursuant to Public Law 110- 
175, section 11; to the Committee on Over- 
sight and Government Reform. 

10061. A letter from the President & CEO, 
Overseas Private Investment Corporation, 
transmitting the Corporation's Management 
Report of the Overseas Private Investment 
Corporation for fiscal year 2008; to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10062. A letter from the Director, Peace 
Corps, transmitting the Inspector General's 
semiannual report to Congress for the re- 
porting period April 1, 2008 through Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b) to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10063. A letter from the Director, Peace 
Corps, transmitting the Corps' Performance 
and Accountability report for fiscal year 
2008; to the Committee on Oversight and 
Government Reform. 

10064. A letter from the Deputy Director 
for Operations, Pension Benefit Guaranty 
Corporation, transmitting the Corporation's 
statement in response to the No FEAR Act; 
to the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10065. A letter from the Chairman, Postal 
Regulatory Commission, transmitting the 
semiannual report on the activities of the 
Office of the Inspector General and the 
Chairman's semiannual report on final ac- 
tion taken on Inspector General audits for 
the period from April 1, 2008 through Sep- 
tember 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. app. 
(Insp. Gen. Act) section 5(b) to the Com- 
mittee on Oversight and Government Re- 
form. 

10066. A letter from the Director, Peace 
Corps, transmitting the Corps' plans for 
complying with the guidelines of the No 
FEAR Act; to the Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10067. A letter from the Chief Operating Of- 
ficer/Executive Secretary, U.S. Agency for 
International Development, Bureau for Man- 
agement, transmitting a report pursuant to 
the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10068. A letter from the Chief Operating Of- 
ficer/Executive Secretary, U.S. Agency for 
International Development, Bureau for Man- 
agement, transmitting a report pursuant to 
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the Federal Vacancies Reform Act of 1998; to 
the Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform. 

10069. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Interior, Department of the In- 
terior, transmitting the Department's final 
rule — Mining Claims Under the General 
Mining Laws (RIN: 1004-AE00) received 
Decembr 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10070. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary, Land and Minerals Management, De- 
partment of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department's final rule — Тапа With- 
drawals; Amendment of Regulations Regard- 
ing Emergency Withdrawals 
[LLWO035000.L14300000.PN0000.24-14A ] (RIN: 
1004-AE05) received December 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

10071. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary, Fish and Wildlife and Parks, Depart- 
ment of the Interior, transmitting the De- 
partment's final rule — Special Regulations; 
Areas of the National Park System (RIN: 
1024-AD74) received December 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

10072. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Recovery & Delisting, Department of the In- 
terior, transmitting the Department’s final 
rule — Endangered and Threatened Wildlife 
and Plants; Establishment of a Nonessential 
Experimental Population of Rio Grande Sil- 
very Minnow in the Big Bend Reach of the 
Rio Grande in Texas [FWS-R2-ES-2008-0031; 
92220-1113-0000-C3] (RIN: 1018-AU68) received 
December 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10073. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary of the Interior for Fish and Wildlife 
and Parks, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
General Regulations for Areas Administered 
by the National Park Service and the Fish 
and Wildlife Service (RIN: 1024-AD70) re- 
ceived December 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10074. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforce- 
ment, Department of the Interior, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Excess 
Spoil, Coal Mine Waste, and Buffers for Pe- 
rennial and Intermittent Streams [Docket 
ID No.: OSM-2007-0007] (RIN: 1029-AC04) re- 
ceived December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10075. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary, Fish, Wildlife and Parks, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s final rule — Interagency Cooperation 
Under the Endangered Species Act (RIN: 
1018-AT50, 0618-AX15) received December 12, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

10076. A letter from the Chief, Branch of 
Listing, Department of the Interior, trans- 
mitting the Department’s final rule — En- 
dangered and Threatened Wildlife and 
Plants; Special Rule for the Polar Bear 
[[FWS-R7-ES-2008-0027][MO-9221050083 — B2]] 
(RIN: 1018-AV79) received December 12, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

10077. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Mississippi Regulatory Program [MS-018- 
FOR; Docket No. OSM-2008-0017] received De- 
cember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
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801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10078. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
West Virginia Regulatory Program [[WV-112- 
FOR] OSM-2008-0024] received December 19, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

10079. A letter from the Acting Secretary 
— Water and Science, Department of the In- 
terior, transmitting the Department's final 
rule — Use of Bureau of Reclamation Land, 
Facilities, and Waterbodies (RIN: 1006-A A51) 
received December 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat- 
ural Resources. 

10080. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary — Land and Minerals Management, 
Department of the Interior, transmitting the 
Department's final rule — Allocation and 
Disbursement of Royalties, Rentals, and Bo- 
nuses — Oil and Gas, Offshore [Docket ID: 
MMS-2007-OMM-0067] (RIN: 1010-AD46) re- 
ceived December 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat- 
ural Resources. 

10081. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary — Water and Science, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's final rule — Truckee River Operating 
Agreement (RIN: 1006-AA48) received Decem- 
ber 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

10082. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary — Water and Science, Department 
of the Interior, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's final rule — Public Conduct on Bu- 
reau of Reclamation Facilities, Lands, and 
Waterbodies (RIN: 1006-AA55) received De- 
cember 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10083. A letter from the Director, Office of 
Surface Mining, Department of the Interior, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Montana Regulatory Program received De- 
cember 30, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10084. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Cod by Catcher 
Processors Using Hook-and-Line Gear in the 
Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage- 
ment Area [Docket No. 071106673-8011-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XL68) received December 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

10085. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration's final rule — Fisheries Off West 
Coast States; Coastal Pelagic Species Fish- 
eries; Annual Specifications [Docket No. 
0808051050-81421-02] (RIN: 0648-XJ42) received 
December 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10086. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration's final rule — 
Endangered and Threatened Species; Critical 
Habitat for Threatened Elkhorn and 
Staghorn Corals [Docket No. 070801431-81370- 
02] (RIN: 0648-AV35) received December 12, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

10087. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
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NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Fisheries іп the West- 
ern Pacific; Crustacean Fisheries; Deepwater 
Shrimp [Docket No. 070719388-81445-03] (RIN: 
0648-AV29) received December 9, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

10088. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Northern Rockfish in the 
Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 071106671-8010-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XL92) received December 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

10089. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Sea Turtle Conserva- 
tion; Shrimp Trawling Requirements [Dock- 
et No. 0809241260-81401-02] (RIN: 0648-XK78) re- 
ceived December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat- 
ural Resources. 

10090. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Taking of Marine 
Mammals Incidental to Commercial Fishing 
Operations; Atlantic Large Whale Take Re- 
duction Plan [Docket No. 080117051-8053-01] 
(RIN: 0648-XF17) received December 10, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

10091. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Administrator for Fisheries, NMFS, National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, 
transmitting the Administration’s final rule 
— Taking of Marine Mammals Incidental to 
Commercial Fishing Operations; Atlantic 
Large Whale Take Reduction Plan [Docket 
No. 080228330-8334-01] (RIN: 0648-ХЕ96) re- 
ceived December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat- 
ural Resources. 

10092. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Taking of Marine Mammals Inci- 
dental to Commercial Fishing Operations; 
Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Plan 
[Docket No. 080311419-8426-01] (RIN: 0648- 
XG33) received December 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

10093. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — Fisheries of the Carib- 
bean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Shrimp Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; Revi- 
sions to Allowable Bycatch Reduction De- 
vices [Docket No. 070718362-81268-02] (RIN: 
0648-AV14) received December 9, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

10094. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — General Provisions of 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act; Minor Amendments to 
Regulations [Docket No. 0809101190-81192-01] 
(RIN: 0648-AX26) received December 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 
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10095. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Pacific Ocean Perch by 
Vessels in the Amendment 80 Limited Access 
Fishery in the Eastern Aleutian District of 
the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage- 
ment Area [Docket No. 071106673-8011-02] 
(RIN: 0648-XL45) received December 9, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

10096. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration's final rule — Fisheries of the Carib- 
bean, Gulf of Mexico, and South Atlantic; 
Reef Fish Fishery of the Gulf of Mexico; Ref- 
erendum Procedures for a Potential Gulf of 
Mexico Grouper and Tilefish Individual Fish- 
ing Quota Program [Docket No. 0808051052- 
81365-02] (RIN: 0648-AW85) received December 
9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

10097. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conserva- 
tion and Management Act Provisions; Fish- 
eries of the Northeastern United States; 
Northeast Multispecies Fishery; Modifica- 
tion of the Yellowtail Flounder Landing 
Limit for the U.S./Canada Management Area 
[Docket No. 0401120010-4114-02] (RIN: 0648- 
XL40) received December 9, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

10098. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Trawl Gear in the Gulf of 
Alaska [Docket No. 071106671-8010-02] (RIN: 
0648-XL65) received December 9, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

10099. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Trawl Gear in the Gulf of 
Alaska [Docket No. 071106671-8010-02] (RIN: 
0648-XL83) received December 9, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

10100. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Regulatory Programs, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Endangered and Threatened Species; 
Final Rule to Remove the Caribbean Monk 
Seal From the Federal List of Endangered 
and Threatened Wildlife [Docket No. 
080320453-8705-01] (RIN: 0648-XG60) received 
December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10101. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, National Ma- 
rine Fisheries Services, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, transmit- 
ting the Administration’s final rule — Fish- 
eries of the Exclusive Economic Zone Off 
Alaska; Atka Mackerel by Vessels in the 
Amendment 80 Limited Access Fishery in 
the Eastern Aleutain District and Bering Sea 
Subarea of the Bering Sea and Aleutian Is- 
lands Management Area [Docket No.: 
071106673-8011-02] (RIN:0648-XL43) received 
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January 3, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10102. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Caribbean, Gulf of 
Mexico, and South Atlantic; Reef Fish Fish- 
ery of the Gulf of Mexico; Gulf of Mexico Gag 
Grouper Management Measures [Docket No. 
070719384-81468-03] (RIN: 0648-AV80) received 
December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10108. A letter from the Acting Director, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, National Ma- 
rine Fisheries Service, National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration, transmitting 
the Administration's final rule — Fisheries 
of the Northeastern United States; Atlantic 
Herring Fishery; Total Allowable Catch Har- 
vested for Management Area 1А [Docket No. 
061228342-7068-02] (RIN: 0648-XL69) received 
January 3, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10104. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Summer Flounder Fishery; Commer- 
cial Quota Harvested for the State of New 
Jersey [Docket No. 071030625-7696-02] (RIN: 
0648-XL93) received December 19, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

10105. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries Off West Coast States; Pa- 
cific Coast Groundfish Fishery; Pacific Whit- 
ing Allocation [Docket No. 080408542-8615-01] 
(RIN: 0648-XK69) received December 19, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

10106. A letter from the Director Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration's final rule — 
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Rock Sole, Flathead Sole, and 
*Other Flatfish" by Vessels Participating in 
the Amendment 80 Limited Access Fishery 
in Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands Manage- 
ment Area [Docket No. 071106673-8011-02 ID 
112108A] received December 19, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Natural Resources. 

10107. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Atlantic Bluefish Fishery; Quota 
Transfer [Docket No. 071212833-8179-02] (RIN: 
0648-XL76) received December 19, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

10108. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration's final 
rule — Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic 
Zone Off Alaska; Reallocation of Halibut in 
the Gulf of Alaska [Docket No. 070213032-7032- 
01] (RIN: 0648-XL84) received December 19, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

10109. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
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Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration's final rule — Fisheries in the West- 
ern Pacific; Pelagic Fisheries; Squid Jig 
Fisheries [Docket No.  080206127-81426-02] 
(RIN: 0648-AS71) received December 19, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 

10110. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Fisheries of the Northeastern United 
States; Scup Fishery; Commercial Quota 
Harvested for 2008 Winter II Period [Docket 
No. 071030625-7696-02] (RIN: 0648-XL95) re- 
ceived December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Nat- 
ural Resources. 

10111. A letter from the Acting Director Of- 
fice of Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Magnuson-Stevens Act Provisions; 
Fisheries Off West Coast States; Pacific 
Coast Groundfish Fishery; Biennial Speci- 
fications and Management Measures; 
Inseason Adjustments [Docket No. 060824226- 
6322-02] (RIN: 0648-AX43) received December 
19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Natural Resources. 

10112. A letter from the Director Office of 
Sustainable Fisheries, NMFS, National Oce- 
anic and Atmospheric Administration, trans- 
mitting the Administration’s final rule — 
Fisheries of the Exclusive Economic Zone 
Off Alaska; Yellowfin Sole by Vessels Par- 
ticipating in the Amendment 80 Limited Ac- 
cess Fishery in the Bering Sea and Aleutian 
Islands Management Area [Docket No. 
071106673-8011-02 ID 112108B] received Decem- 
ber 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Natural Resources. 

10113. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator for Operations, NMFS, Na- 
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra- 
tion, transmitting the Administration’s final 
rule — Pacific Halibut Fisheries; Subsistence 
Fishing [Docket No. 071203794-81464-02] (RIN: 
0648-A W36) received December 19, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Natural Resources. 

10114. A letter from the Acting Director, 
Office of Sustainable Fisheries, National Ma- 
rine Fisheries Services, National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration, transmit- 
ting the Administration’s final rule — Fish- 
eries of the Northeastern United States; At- 
lantic Bluefish Fishery; Commercial Quota 
Harvested for New York [Docket No.: 
071212833-8179-02] (RIN:0648-XM09) received 
December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Natural 
Resources. 

10115. A letter from the Deputy Assistant 
Administrator For Regulatory Programs, 
NMFS, National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, transmitting the Adminis- 
tration’s final rule — General Provisions for 
Domestic Fisheries; Specifications for 
Boarding Ladders [Docket No. 070717337- 
81411-03] (RIN: 0648-A V78) received January 3, 
2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Natural Resources. 

10116. A letter from the Chief, Regulatory 
Management Division, Office of the Execu- 
tive Secretariat, Department of Homeland 
Security, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Documents Acceptable for Em- 
ployment Eligibility Verification [CIS No. 
2441-08; Docket No. USCIS-2008-0001] (RIN: 
1615-AB69) received December 18, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 
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10117. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Adjust- 
ment of Status to Lawful Permanent Resi- 
dent for Aliens in T or U Nonimmigrant Sta- 
tus [CIS No. 2134-01; DHS Docket No. USCIS- 
2006-0067] (RIN: 1615-A A60) received December 
16, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

10118. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting 
certification that the Department has in 
place an air exit system that can verify the 
departure of no less than 97 percent of for- 
eign nationals, pursuant to 8 U.S.C. 
1187(c)(8)(A)(i); to the Committee on the Ju- 
diciary. 

10119. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department's deci- 
sion not to appeal the decision of the district 
court in the case of the United States v. Ber- 
nard Lenwood Waybright, No. CR 08-16-M- 
DWM (D. Mont.), pursuant to 28 U.S.C. 530D; 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

10120. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department's re- 
port on ‘‘data-mining”’ activities pursuant to 
Section 804 of the Implementing  Rec- 
ommendations of the 9/11 Commission Act of 
2007; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

10121. A letter from the General Counsel, 
U.S. Marshals Service, Department of Jus- 
tice, transmitting the Department's final 
rule — Revision to United States Marshals 
Service Fees for Services [Docket No. USMS 
102; AG Order No. 3017-2008] (RIN: 1105-AB14) 
received December 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. 

10122. A letter from the Rules Adminis- 
trator, Department of Justice, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Civil Commit- 
ment of a Sexually Dangerous Person [BOP 
Docket No. 1145] (RIN: 1120-AB45) received 
December 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici- 


ary. 

10123. A letter from the Senior Counsel, De- 
partment of Justice, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule — DNA-Sample Collec- 
tion and Biological Evidence Preservation in 
the Federal Jurisdiction [OAG Docket Nos. 
108, 109, 119; AG Order No. 3020-2008] (RIN: 
1105-AB09; 1105-AB10; 1105-AB24) received De- 
cember 11, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici- 


ary. 

10124. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department’s an- 
nual report detailing the progress and status 
of compliance with the privatization require- 
ments of Public Law 105-33; to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

10125. A letter from the Assistant Attorney 
General Office of Legal Policy, Department 
of Justice, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Revised Regulations for Records 
Relating to Visual Depictions of Sexually 
Explicit Conduct; Inspection of Records Re- 
lating to Depiction of Simulated Sexually 
Explicit Performance [Docket No. CRM 104; 
CRM 105; AG Order No. 3025-2008 ] (RIN: 1105- 
AB18; RIN: 1105-AB19) received December 19, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. 

10126. A letter from the Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General, Department of 
Justice, transmitting the Department’s Of- 
fice of Justice Programs (OJP) Annual Re- 
port to Congress for Fiscal Year 2007, pursu- 
ant to Public Law 90-351, section 102(b) and 
810; to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
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10127. A letter from the Assistant Attorney 
General, Office of Legal Policy, Department 
of Justice, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Office of the attorney General; 
Certification Process for State Capital Coun- 
sel Systems [Docket No.: OJP (DOJ)-1464; AG 
Order No. 3024-2008] (RIN: 1121-A A74) received 
December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici- 


ary. 

10128. A letter from the Administrator, Of- 
fice of Policy Development and Research, 
ETA, Department of Labor, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Labor Certifi- 
cation Process and Enforcement for Tem- 
porary Employment in Occupations Other 
Than Agriculture or registered Nursing in 
the United States (H-2B workers), and Other 
Technical Changes (RIN: 1205-AB54) received 
December 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on the Judici- 


ary. 

10129. A letter from the Administrator, Of- 
fice of Policy Development and Research, 
ETA, Department of Labor, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Temporary Agri- 
cultural Employment of H-2A Aliens in the 
United States; Modernizing the Labor Cer- 
tification Process and Enforcement (RIN: 
1205-AB55) received December 23, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on the Judiciary. 

10130. A letter from the Counsel to the 
President, White House, transmitting a leg- 
islative proposal endorsing th inclusion of 
the repeal of Section 140 either together with 
salary restoration or separately on its own 
in legislation that is presently considered in 
Public Law No. 97-92; to the Committee on 
the Judiciary. 

10131. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Saftey 
Zone; Christmas Holiday Boat Parade Fire- 
works Event, Appomattox River, Hopewell, 
VA [USCG-2008-0838] (RIN: 1625-AA00) re- 
ceived December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10132. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — saftey 
Zone; Fireworks Display, Potomac River, 
National Harbor, MD [Docket No.: USCG- 
2008-0912] (RIN: 1625-A A00) received December 
5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10133. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Dry 
Cargo Reside Discharges in the Great Lakes 
[Docket No.: USCG-2004-19621] (RIN: 1625- 
AA89) received December 5, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10134. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Draw- 
bridge Operation Regulations; Hackensack 
River, Jersey City, NJ, Maintenance [USCG- 
2008-1041] received December 5, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10135. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Security 
Zones; Escorted Vessels, Mobile, AL, Captain 
of the Port [Docket No.: USCG-2008-1013] 
(RIN: 1625-AA87) received December 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

10136. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
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ting the Department’s final rule — Security 
Zone; Escorted Vessels, Savannah, Georgia, 
Captain of the Port Zone [Docket No.: USCG- 
2007-0157] (RIN: 1625-A A87) received December 
5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10137. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Draw- 
bridge Operation Regulation; Okeechobee 
Waterway, Mile 126.3, Olga, FL [Docket No.: 
USCG-08-0822] (RIN: 1625-AA09) received De- 
cember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10138. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Review 
and Update of Standards for Marine Equip- 
ment [Docket No.: USCG-2003-16630] (RIN: 
1625-AA83) received December 5, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10139. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Saftey 
Zone: Robert Mosses Causeway Bridge State 
Boat Channel, Captree, New York [Docket 
No.: USCG-2008-0844] (RIN: 1625-AA00) re- 
ceived December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10140. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Tem- 
porary Saftey Zone: LST-1166 Satey Zone, 
Southeastern Tip of Lord Island, Columbia 
River, Rainier, OR [Docket No.: USCG-2008- 
0755] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10141. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Saftey 
Zone; Neptune Festival, Atlantic Ocean, Vir- 
ginia Beach, VA [Docket No.: USCG-2008- 
0860] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10142. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Saftey 
Zone; Milwaukee River Challenge, Mil- 
waukee River, Milwaukee, WI [Docket No. 
USCG-2008-0914] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received 
December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10143. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Tem- 
porary Saftey Zone; Wreckage of the M/V 
NEW CARISSA, Pacific Ocean 3 Nautical 
Miles North of the Entrance to Coos Bay, OR 
[Docket No.: USCG-2008-0915] (RIN: 1625- 
AA00) received December 5, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10144. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Saftey 
Zone; Shoreacres Country Club fireworks, 
Lake Bluff, Illinois [Docket No.: USCG-2008- 
1055] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10145. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Special 
Local Regulations for Marine Events; St. 
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Leonard Creek, Patuxent River, Calvert 
County, MD [Docket No. USCG-2008-0761] 
(RIN: 1625-AA08) received December 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

10146. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Special 
Local Regulations for Marine Events, 
Wrightsville Channel, Wrightsville Beach, 
NC [Docket No.: USCG-2008-0738] (RIN: 1635- 
AA08) received December 5, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10147. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department’s final rule — Sasftey 
Zone: Port of Ponce, Puerto Rico [Docket 
No. USCG-2007-0075] (RIN: 1625-AA00) re- 
ceived December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10148. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Saftey 
zone; BWRC ’300’ Enduro; Lake Moolvalya, 
Parker, Arizona [Docket No.: USCG-2008- 
0245] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10149. A letter from the Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De- 
partment’s final rule — Saftey zone; BWRC 
Annual Thanksgiving Regatta; Lake 
Moolvalya. Parker, Arizona [Docket No.: 
USCG-2008-0246] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received 
December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10150. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Saftey 
Zone; IJSBA World Finals; Colorado River, 
Lake Havasu City, Arizona [Docket No.: 
USCG-2008-0320] (RIN: 1625-AA00) received 
December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10151. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Saftey 
Zone; Agat Bay and Outer Apra Harbor, GU 
[Docket No.: USCG-2008-0887] (RIN: 1625- 
AA00) received December 5, 2008, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10152. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 
ting the Department's final rule — Draw- 
bridge Operation Regulations; Gulf Intra- 
coastal Waterway (GIWW), mile 49.8, near 
Houma, Lafourche Parish, Louisiana. [Dock- 
et No.: USCG-2008-0049] received December 5, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on "Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

10158. A letter from the Attorney Advisor, 
Department of Homeland Security, transmit- 


ting the Department's final rule — Draw- 
bridge Operation Regulation; Duwamish Wa- 
terway, Seattle, WA, Schedule Change 


[Docket No. USCG-2008-0256] (RIN: 1625-A А09) 
received December 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10154. A letter from the Assistant Chief 
Counsel for General Law, Department of 
Transportation, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's ‘‘Major’’ final rule — Pipeline Safety: 
Standards for Increasing the Maximum Al- 
lowable Operating Pressure for Gas Trans- 
mission Pipelines [Docket No. PHMSA-2005- 
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23447] (RIN: 2137-AE25) received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

10155. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus Model A319, A320, and A321 
Series Airplanes  Equipped with  Inter- 
national Aero Engines (IAE) Model V2500-A1 
Engines or Model V25xx-A5 Series Engines 
[Docket No.: FAA-2008-1274; Directorate 
Identifier 2008-NM-197-AD; Amendment 39- 
15764; AD 2008-25-06] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received 
December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10156. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Madel 747-100, 747-100B, 
747-100B SUD, 747-200B, 747-200C, 747-200F, 747- 
300, 747-400. 747-4000, 747-400F, and 747SR Se- 
ries Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0590; 
Directorate Identifier 2008-NM-057-AD; 
Amendment 39-15785; AD 2008-25-07] (RIN: 
2120-А А64) received December 19, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10157. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Dassault Model Mystere-Falcon 
50 Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0732; Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2008-NM-053-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15762; AD 2008-25-04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10158. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Departments final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 757 Airplanes 
[Docket No.: FAA-2007-0175; Directorate 
Identifier 2007-NM-184-AD; Amendment 39- 
15766; AD 2008-25-08] (RIN: 2120-A A64) received 
December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10159. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus Model A330 Airplanes; and 
Model A340-200 and -300 Airplanes [Docket 
No.: FAA-2007-27739; Directorate Identifier 
2006-NM-250-AD Amendment 39-15760; AD 
2008-25-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received Decem- 
ber 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Transportation and In- 
frastructure. 

10160. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-2C10 
(Regional Jet Series 700, 701 & 702) Airplanes 
and Model CL-600-2D24 (Regional Jet Series 
900) Airplanes [Docket No.: FAA-2008-1007; 
Directorate Identifiers 2008-NM-135-AD; 
Amendment 39-15761; AD 2008-25-03] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 19, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10161. A letter from the Regulatory Om- 
budsman, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
New Entrant Safety Assurance Process 
[Docket No.: FMCSA-2001-11061] (RIN: 2126- 
AA59) received December 19, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10162. A letter from the Regulatory Om- 
budsman, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Requirements for Intermodal Equipment 
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Providers and for Motor Carriers and Drivers 
Operating Intermodal Equipment [Docket 
No.: FMCSA-2005-23315] (RIN: 2126-AA86) re- 
ceived December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10163. A letter from the Chairman, Surface 
Transportation Board, Department of Trans- 
portation, transmitting the Department’s 
final rule — Waybill Sample received Decem- 
ber 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Transportation and In- 
frastructure. 

10164. A letter from the Attorney, Depart- 
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Civil Penalties 
[Docket No.: DOT-OST-2008-0333] (RIN: 2105- 
ADTT) received December 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10165. A letter from the Attorney, Depart- 
ment of Transportation, transmitting the 
Department’s final rule — Domestic Baggage 
Liability [Docket DOT-OST-2008-0332] (RIN: 
2105-AD80) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10166. A letter from the Assistant Chief 
Counsel for Hazardous Materials Saftey, De- 
partment of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Hazardous Ma- 
terials: Enhancing Rail Transportation 
Saftey and Security for Hazardous Materials 
Shipments [Docket No. PHMSA-RSPA-2004- 
18730] (RIN: 2187-AAE02) received December 
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10167. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments[Docket 
No. 30641; Amdt. No. 3299] received December 
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10168. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Requirements 
for Amateur Rocket Activities [Docket No. 
FAA-2007-27390; Amendment Nos. 1-62, 101-8, 
400-2, 401-6, and 420-4] (RIN: 2120-2120-AI88) re- 
ceived December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10169. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30637; Amdt. No. 3295] received December 
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10170. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Revisions to 
Digital Flight Data Recorder regulations for 
Boeing 737 Airplanes and for All Part 125 Air- 
planes [Docket No.: FAA-199-6482; Amend- 
ment No. 91-304, 125-56, 121-342] (RIN: 2120- 
AG87) received December 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10171. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No. 30636; Amdt. No 3294] received December 
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10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

10172. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Modification 
of Class E Airspace; Roanoke, VA [Docket 
No.: FAA-2008-0417; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
AEA-20] received December 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10173. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Establishment 
and Revocation of Class E Airspace; Lake 
Havasu, AZ [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0529; Air- 
space Docket No. 08-AWP-6] received 10, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

10174. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Amendment of 
Class E Airspace; Big Spring, TX [Docket 
No.: FAA-2008-0757; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
ASW-13] received December 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10175. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Establishment 
of Class D and Class E Airspace; Grayling, 
MI [Docket No.: FAA-2008-0652; Airspace 
Docket No. 08-AGL-5] received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10176. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Parachute 
Equipment and Parking [Docket No.: FAA- 
2005-21829; Amendment Nos. 91-305, 105-13] 
(RIN: 2120-AI85) received December 10, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

10177. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No. 30639; Amdt. No. 3297], pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10178. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No.: 30638; Amdt. NO 3296] received December 
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10179. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Dallas, GA [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-1084; Airspace Docket No. 08-ASO- 
17] received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10180. A letter from the Regulatory Om- 
budsman, Department of Transportation, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Medical Certification Requirements as Part 
of the CDL [Docket No.: FMCSA-1997-2210] 
(RIN: 2126-AA10) received December 5, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

10181. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
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the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Thielert Aircraft Engines GmbH 
(TAE) Model TAE 125-02-99 Reciprocating En- 
gines [Docket No. FAA-2008-0841; Directorate 
Identifier 2008-NE-23-AD; Amendment 39- 
15720; AD 2008-22-23] (RIN: 2120-А A64) received 
December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10182. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Various Transport Category Air- 
planes Equipped With Auxiliary Fuel Tanks 
Installed in Accordance With Certain Sup- 
plemental Type Certificates [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0298; Directorate Identifier 2007- 
NM-316-AD; Amendment 39-15696; AD 2008-22- 
01] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

10183. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 767-200 and -300 Se- 
ries Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2007-0344; Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2007-NM-149-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15701; AD 2008-22-06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10184. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Eurocopter France Model А9332 
C, L, L1, and L2 Helicopters [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0430; Directorate Identifier 2007- 
SW-42-AD; Amendment 39-15694; AD 2008-21- 
10] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

10185. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 747-100, 747-100B, 
747-100B SUD, 747-200B, 747-200C, 747-200F, 747- 
300, 747-400, 747-4000, 747-400F, and 747SR Se- 
ries Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2007-0308; Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2007-NM-160-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15731; AD 2008-23-10] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10186. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Diamond Aircraft Industries 
GmbH Model DA 42 Airplanes [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0991; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
CE-054-AD; Amendment 39-15729; AD 2008-23- 
08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10187. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Empresa Brasiliera de 
Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) Models EMB- 
110P1 and EMB-110P2 Airplanes [Docket No. 
FAA-2006-26598 Directorate Identifier 2006- 
CE-087-AD; Amendment 39-15733; AD 2008-23- 
12] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10188. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Saab Model SAAB 2000 Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0115; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2007-NM-240-AD; Amendment 39-15723; 
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AD 2008-23-02] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received De- 
cember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10189. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 737-600, -700, -700C, 
-800 and -900 Series Airplanes [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0176; Directorate Identifier 2007- 
NM-228-AD; Amendment 39-15748; AD 2008-24- 
08] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10190. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Revision of 
Class E Airspace; Ruby, AK [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0005; Airspace Docket No. 08-AAL- 
1] received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10191. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Changes of 
Controlling Agency for Restricted Areas R- 
6901A, R-6901B, and R-6903; Wisconsin [Dock- 
et No. FAA-2008-1130; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
ASW-14] (RIN: 2120-AA66) received December 
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10192. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Revision of 
Jet Routes and Federal Airways; Alaska 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-1091; Airspace Docket 
No. 08-AAL-32] received December 10, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

10193. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Modification 
of Jet Route J-522 in the vicinity of Roch- 
ester, NY. [Docket No. FAA-2008-1171; Air- 
Space Docket No. 08-AEA-25] (RIN: 2120- 
AA66) received December 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10194. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Establishment 
of Low Altitude Area Navigation Route T- 
254; Houston, TX [Docket No. FAA-2008-0716; 
Airspace Docket No. 08-ASW-9] received De- 
cember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10195. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Amendment 
to Class E Airspace; Windsor Locks, Bradley 
International Airport, CT [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0817; Airspace Docket No. 08-ANE-101] 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10196. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Napakiak, AK [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0454; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
AAL-13] received December 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10197. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Revision to 
Class E Airspace; Badami, AK [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0956; Airspace Docket No. 08-AAL- 
26] received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 
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10198. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Shageluk, AK [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0458; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
AAL-17] received December 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
'Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10199. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Amendment of 
Class E Airspace; Big Spring, TX [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0757; Airspace Docket No. 08-ASW- 
13] received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10200. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Establishment 
of Class D and Class E Airspace; Grayling, 
MI [Docket No. FAA-2008-0652; Airspace 
Docket No. 08-AGL-5] received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on "Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

10201. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Standard In- 
strument Approach Procedures, and Takeoff 
Minimums and Obstacle Departure Proce- 
dures; Miscellaneous Amendments [Docket 
No. 30640; Amdt. No 3298 ] received December 
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
Structure. 

10202. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airspace Des- 
ignations; Incorporation Ву Reference 
[Docket No. 29334; Amendment No. 71-40] re- 
ceived December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10203. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Eclipse Aviation Corporation 
Model EA500 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-1232; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-070- 
AD; Amendment 39-15747; AD 2008-24-07] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10204. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-2B19 
(Regional Jet Series 100 & 440) Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-1200; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2008-NM-178-AD; Amendment 39-15737; 
AD 2008-23-16] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received De- 
cember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10205. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; BAE Systems (Operations) Lim- 
ited Model BAe 146 and Avro 146-RJ Air- 
planes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0887; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2007-NM-336-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15735; AD 2008-23-14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10206. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Fokker Model F.28 Mark 0100 Air- 
planes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0850; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2007-NM-342-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15710; AD 2008-22-14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 
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10207. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 767-200 and -300 Se- 
ries Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2007-0344; Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2007-NM-149-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15701; AD 2008-22-06] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10208. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-2B19 
(Regional Jet Series 100 & 440) Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0265; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2007-NM-349-AD; Amendment 39-15732; 
AD 2008-23-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received De- 
cember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10209. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 757 Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2007-0289; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2007-NM-208-AD; Amendment 39-15740; 
AD 2008-23-19] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received De- 
cember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10210. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 737-400, -500, -600, 
-700, -700C, -800 and -900 Series Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0152; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2007-NM-348-AD; Amendment 39-15745; 
AD 2008-24-05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received De- 
cember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10211. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 767-200, -300, and 
-400ER Series Airplanes [Docket No. FAA- 
2007-29045; Directorate Identifier 2007-NM-048- 
AD; Amendment 39-15736; AD 2008-23-15] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10212. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Eurocopter France Model 
AS355E, F, F1, F2, and N Helicopters [Docket 
No. FAA-2007-28691; Directorate Identifier 
2006-SW-22-AD; Amendment 39-15744; AD 2008- 
24-04] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10213. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Agusta S.p.A. Model A109A and 
A109A II Helicopters [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0834; Directorate Identifier 2007-SW-78-AD; 
Amendment 39-15746; AD 2008-24-06] (RIN: 
2120-А A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10214. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-2C10 
(Regional Jet Series 700, 701 & 702), CL-600- 
2D15 (Regional Jet Series 705), and CL-600- 
2D24 (Regional Jet Series 900) Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0911; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2008-NM-115-AD; Amendment 39-15739; 
AD 2008-23-18] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received De- 
cember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
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801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10215. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Empresa Brasileira de 
Aeronautica S.A. (EMBRAER) Model ERJ 
170 and ERJ 190 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-0889; Directorate Identifier 2008-NM-092- 
AD; Amendment 39-15738; AD 2008-23-17] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10216. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Maule Aerospace "Technology, 
Inc. M-4, M-5, M-6, and M-7 Series and Model 
M-8-235 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0892; 
Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-049-AD; 
Amendment 39-15742; AD 2008-24-02] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10217. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Gulfstream Aerospace LP Model 
Galaxy Airplanes and Gulfstream 200 Air- 
planes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0270; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2007-NM-255-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15628; AD 2008-16-10] (RIN: 2120-A A64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10218. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Viking Air Limited DHC-6 Series 
Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0891 Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-CE-046-AD; Amendment 
39-15741; AD 2008-24-01] (RIN: 2120-AA64) re- 
ceived December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10219. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; MD Helicopters, Inc. Model 500N 
and 600N Helicopters [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
1244; Directorate Identifier 2008-SW-59-AD; 
Amendment 39-15752; AD 2008-22-52] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10220. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model BD-700-1A10 
and BD-700-1A11 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-1238; Directorate Identifier 2008-NM-181- 
AD; Amendment 39-15753; AD 2008-24-12] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10221. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Vulcanair S.p.A. Model P68 Se- 
ries Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008-1020 Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2008-CE-058-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15751; AD 2008-24-11] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10222. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 777-200LR Series 
Airplanes Powered by General Electric (GE) 
Model GE90-110B Engines, and Model 777- 
300ER Series Airplanes Powered by GE Model 
GE90-115B Engines [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
1241; Directorate Identifier 2008-NM-121-AD; 
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Amendment 39-15754; AD 2006-20-51 R1] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10223. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Rolls-Royce ple RB211 Trent 500 
Series Turbofan Engines [Docket No. FAA- 
2008-1122; Directorate Identifier 2008-NE-35- 
AD; Amendment 39-15759; AD 2008-25-01] (RIN: 
2120-AA64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10224. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; MD Helicopters, Inc. Model 
MD900 Helicopters [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
1251; Directorate Identifier 2008-SW-61-AD; 
Amendment 39-15756; AD 2008-22-53] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10225. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; MeDonnell Douglas Model DC-9- 
10, DC-9-20, DC-9-30, DC-9-40, and DC-9-50 Se- 
ries Airplanes, Equipped with a Tail Cone 
Evacuation Slide Container Installed in Ac- 
cordance With Supplemental Type Certifi- 
cate (STC) ST735SO [Docket No. FAA-2007- 
28881; Directorate Identifier 2006-NM-263-AD; 
Amendment 39-15663; AD 2008-18-06] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10226. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Bombardier Model CL-600-2B19 
(Regional Jet Series 100 & 440) Airplanes 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-1258; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2008-NM-142-AD; Amendment 39-15758; 
AD 2008-24-14] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received De- 
cember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10227. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Pratt & Whitney PW4000 Series 
94-Inch Fan Turbofan Engines [Docket No. 
FAA-2008-0589; Directorate Identifier 2008- 
NE-17-AD; Amendment 39-15757; AD 2008-24- 
18] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10228. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Boeing Model 747-100, 747-100B 
SUD, 747-200B, 747-200C, 747-200F, 747-300, 747- 
400, 747-400D, 747-400F, and 747SR Series Air- 
planes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0414; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2007-NM-095-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15714; AD 2008-22-17] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10229. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Hawker Beechcraft Corporation 
Model 390 Airplanes [Docket No. FAA-2008- 
0492; Directorate Identifier 2008-CE-023-AD; 
Amendment 39-15734; AD 2008-23-13] (RIN: 
2120-A A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10230. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
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the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; MD Helicopters, Inc. Model 600N 
Helicopters [Docket No. FAA-2008-0835; Di- 
rectorate Identifier 2008-SW-34-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15684; AD 2008-20-05] (RIN: 2120-AA64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10231. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Airbus Model A330-200, A330-300, 
A340-300, A340-500, and A340-600 Series Air- 
planes [Docket No. FAA-2008-0910; Direc- 
torate Identifier 2008-NM-033-AD; Amend- 
ment 39-15749; AD 2008-24-09] (RIN: 2120-А А64) 
received December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10232. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Pratt & Whitney Canada Corp. 
JT15D-5; -5B; -5F; and -5R Turbofan Engines 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-0752; Directorate Iden- 
tifier 2008-NE-22-AD; Amendment 39-15750; 
AD 2008-24-10] (RIN: 2120-AA64) received De- 
cember 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10233. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Airworthiness 
Directives; Rolls-Royce plc Models RB211 
Trent 768-60, Trent 772-60, and Trent 772B-60 
Turbofan Engines [Docket No. FAA-2006- 
23605; Directorate Identifier 2005-NE-48-AD; 
Amendment 39-15748; AD 2008-24-03] (RIN: 
2120-А A64) received December 10, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10234. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Airspace Des- 
ignations; Incorporation by Reference [Dock- 
et No. 29334; Amendment No. 71-40] received 
January 3, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10235. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Morehead, KY [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-0809; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
A SO-13] received December 10, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10236. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Amendment 
to Class E Airspace; Rutland, УТ [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-1076; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
ANE-102] received January 3, 2009, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10287. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Amendment 
to Class E Airspace; Summerville, WV 
[Docket No. FAA-2008-1073; Airspace Docket 
No. 08-AEA-28] received January 3, 2009, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

10238. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 
the Department’s final rule — Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Russellville, AL. [Dock- 
et No. FAA-2008-1094; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
ASO-18] received January 8, 2009, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10239. A letter from the Program Analyst, 
Department of Transportation, transmitting 


January 3, 2009 


the Department’s final rule — Establishment 
of Class E Airspace; Clewiston, FL. [Docket 
No. FAA-2008-1168; Airspace Docket No. 08- 
ASO-19] received January 3, 2009, pursuant to 
5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10240. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Army, transmitting a feasibility 
report to document the development of a 
project for the South River, Raritan River 
Basin, New Jersey; to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10241. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of the Army, transmitting the Depart- 
ment’s report on the General Reevaluation 
Report (GRR) undertaken by the Army Corps 
of Engineers to determine whether an exten- 
sion of the Dallas Floodway, Trinity River 
project would be warranted; to the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastruc- 
ture. 

10242. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary for Civil Works, Department of the 
Army, transmitting a feasibility report to 
document the development of a project for 
the Illinois River between Henry and Naples 
with particular reference to the non-Federal 
Peoria River Front Development project; to 
the Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10243. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Oil Pollution Prevention; 
Spill Prevention, Control, and Counter- 
measure Rule Requirements — Amendments 
[EPA-HQ-OPA-2007-0584; FRL-8746-3] (RIN: 
2050-AG16) received November 21, 2008, pursu- 
ant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee 
on Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10244. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Oil Pollution Prevention; 
Spill Prevention, Control and  Counter- 
measures Rule; Revisions to the Regulatory 
Definition of ‘‘Navigable Waters" [EPA-HQ- 
OPA-2008-0569 FRL-8750-5] (RIN: 2050-AG48) 
received December 8, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10245. A letter from the Director, Regu- 
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen- 
cy’s final rule — Revisions to the Clean 
Water Act Regulatory Definition of ‘‘Dis- 
charge of Dredged Material’; Final Rule 
[FRL-8757-7] (RIN: 2040-AE96) received De- 
cember 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. 

10246. A letter from the Secretary, Judicial 
Conference of the United States, transmit- 
ting a letter urging the 111th Congress to in- 
clude funding for the construction and major 
renovation of several General Services Ad- 
ministration courthouse projects; to the 
Committee on Transportation and Infra- 
structure. 

10247. A letter from the Chairman, Surface 
Transportation Board, transmitting the 
Board's final rule — SIMPLIFIED STAND- 
ARDS FOR RAIL RATE CASES — TAXES 
IN REVENUE SHORTFALL ALLOCATION 
METHOD [STB Ex Parte No. 646 (Sub-No. 2)] 
received December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

10248. A letter from the Assistant Adminis- 
trator for Legislative and Intergovernmental 
Affairs, National Aeronautics and Space Ad- 
ministration, transmitting a publication en- 
titled, ‘‘Spinoff’; to the Committee on 
Science and Technology. 


January 3, 2009 


10249. A letter from the Deputy General 
Counsel, Small Business Administration, 
transmitting the Administration's final rule 
— Military Reservist Economic Injury Dis- 
aster Loans (RIN: 3245-AF78) received De- 


cember 5, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on Small 
Business. 


10250. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary, Department of Labor, transmitting 
the Department's final rule — Priority of 
Service for Covered Persons (RIN: 1293-AA15) 
received December 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Vet- 
erans’ Affairs. 

10251. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's ‘‘Major’’ 
final rule — Child Support Enforcement Pro- 
gram (RIN: 0970-AC24) received December 9, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

10252. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Health and Human Services, trans- 
mitting the Department’s project update on 
quality improvement and savings under the 
Medicare Hospital Gainsharing Demonstra- 
tion, pursuant to Section 5007(е)(3) of the 
Deficit Reduction Act of 2005; to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

10253. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Labor, transmitting the Depart- 
ment's fifteenth report prepared in accord- 
ance with section 207 of the Andean Trade 
Preference Act (ATPA); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10254. A letter from the United States 
Trade Representative, Executive Office of 
the President, transmitting à proclamation 
certifying that the provisions of Proclama- 
tion 8213 referenced in section 404(e)(1) of the 
DR-CAFTA Act, as amended, have taken ef- 
fect; to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

10255. A letter from the Chief, Regulations 
Unit, Internal Revenue Service, transmitting 
the Service's final rule — Midwestern and 
Hurrican Ike Disaster Areas and Population 
Estimates [Notice 2008-19] received December 
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

10256. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service's final rule 
— 26 CFR 601.201: Rulings and determination 
letters. (Also Part I, Section 846; 1.846-1.) 
(Rev. Proc. 2008-70) received December 10, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

10257. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service's final rule 
— Procedures for Obtaining Approval to Ex- 
tend an Amortization Period under Section 
431(d) (Rev. Proc. 2008-67) received December 
10, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

10258. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service's final rule — 26 
CFR 601.600: Rules and regulations. (Also 
Part I, 582, 702, 1221) (Rev. Proc. 2008-64) re- 
ceived December 10, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10259. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service's final rule — Sec- 
tion 1274A.—-Special Rules for Certain 
Transactions Where Stated Principal 
Amount Does Not Exceed $2,800,000 26 CFR 
1.1274A-1: Special rules for certain trans- 
actions where stated principal amount does 
not exceed $2,800,000. (Also, 483, 1274) (Rev. 
Rul. 2008-52) received December 10, 2008, pur- 
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suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

10260. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Ap- 
plicable Percentage under Section 3002(A)(1) 
of the Housing Assistance Tax Act of 2008 
[Notice 2008-106] received December 10, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

10261. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Bio- 
diesel Tax Incentive; Cellulosic Biofuel Pro- 
ducer Credit [Notice 2008-110] received De- 
cember 9, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

10262. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Inter- 
mediary Transaction Tax Shelters [Notice 
2008-111] received December 9, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10263. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Update for Weighted Average Interest 
Rates, Yield Curves, and Segment Rates [No- 
tice 2008-112] received December 9, 2008, pur- 
suant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

10264. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Creditor Continuity of Interest [TD 9434] 
(RIN: 1545-BC88) received December 18, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

10265. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— DETERMINATION OF BASIS IN PROP- 
ERTY ACQUIRED IN TRANSFERRED 
BASIS TRANSACTION [Notice 2009-4] re- 
ceived December 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10266. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Relief From Immediate Compliance With 
2009 403(b) Written Plan Requirement [Notice 
2009-3] received December 18, 2008, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10267. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service's final rule — Guid- 
ance Regarding the Treatment of Stock of à 
Controlled Corporation under Section 
355(a)(3)(B) [TD 9435] (RIN: 1545-BH61) re- 
ceived December 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10268. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service's final rule 
— Creditor Continuity of Interest [TD 9434] 
(RIN: 1545-BC88) received December 18, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Com- 
mittee on Ways and Means. 

10269. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service's final rule — Tax 
Return Preparer Penalties under Sections 
6694 and 6695 [TD 9436] (RIN: 1545-BG83) re- 
ceived December 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10270. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — 
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Amendments to Section 7216 Regulations- 
Disclosure or Use of Information by Pre- 
parers of Returns [TD 9437] (RIN: 1545-BI00) 
received December 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10271. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Agency's final rule — Sec- 
tion 305 Treatment Of A Stock Distribution 
by a Publicly Traded Real Estate Investment 
Trust In Which the Shareholders Have An 
Election To Receive Money Or Stock, Sub- 
ject To An Aggregate Limitation on the 
Amount Of Money To Be Distributed re- 
ceived December 18, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(а)(1)(А); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10272. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service's final rule 
— 26 CFR 601.201: Rulings and determination 
letters. (Also Part I, Sections 832, 846; 1.832- 
4, 1.846-1.) (Rev. Proc. 2008-71) received No- 
vember 20, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

10273. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Re- 
lief and Guidance on Corrections of Certain 
Failures of a Nonqualified Deferred Com- 
pensation Plan to Comply with 409A in Oper- 
ation [Notice 2008-113] received December 9, 
2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the 
Committee on Ways and Means. 

10274. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— EXCLUSION OF INCOME NON-COR- 
PORATE ENTITIES AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO CAPITAL [LMSB4-1008-051] received Jan- 
uary 3, 2009, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); 
to the Committee on Ways and Means. 

10275. A letter from the Branch Chief, Pub- 
lications and Regulations, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Payments from the Presidential Primary 
Matching Payment Account [TD 9432] (RIN: 
1545-BH386) received January 3, 2009, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10276. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Research Credit Claims Audit Techniques 
Guide: Credit for Increasing Research Activi- 
ties IRC statute 41 — Exhibit E received De- 
cember 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

10277. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations, Internal Revenue Service, 
transmitting the Service’s final rule — Ap- 
plicable Federal Rates — January 2009 re- 
ceived December 28, 2008, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on 
Ways and Means. 

10278. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Industry Overview Series Petroleum In- 
dustry [LMSB-4-1208-056] received December 
23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

10279. A letter from the Chief, Publications 
and Regulations Branch, Internal Revenue 
Service, transmitting the Service’s final rule 
— Permitted Disparity in Employer-Pro- 
vided Contribution or Benefits received De- 
cember 23, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); to the Committee on Ways and 
Means. 

10280. A letter from the Chief Privacy Offi- 
cer, Department of Homeland Security, 
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transmitting the Department's annual re- 
port of the Privacy Office which covers its 
activites from July 2007 through July 2008, 
pursuant to 6 U.S.C. 142(a)(6); to the Com- 
mittee on Homeland Security. 

10281. A letter from the Chief Privacy Offi- 
cer, Department of Homeland Security, 
transmitting the Department's Privacy Of- 
fice's report entitled, “2008 Report to Con- 
gress on Data Mining Technology and Pol- 
icy," pursuant to Public Law 110-53 (121 Stat. 
266); to the Committee on Homeland Secu- 
rity. 

10282. A letter from the Secretary, Depart- 
ment of Homeland Security, transmitting 
the Department's annual financial report for 
fiscal year 2008; to the Committee on Home- 
land Security. 

10283. A letter from the Assistant Director, 
Directives and Regulations Branch, USDA 
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Travel Management; Designated Routes and 
Areas for Motor Vehicle Use — received De- 
cember 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees on 
Agriculture and Natural Resources. 

10284. A letter from the Assistant Director, 
Directives and Regulations Branch, USDA 
Forest Service, Department of Agriculture, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Clarification for the Appropriate Use of a 
Criminal or a Civil Citation to Enforce Min- 
eral Regulations (RIN: 0596-AC38) received 
December 19, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees on 
Agriculture and Natural Resources. 

10285. A letter from the Acting Assistant 
Secretary Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy, Department of Energy, transmitting 
the Department’s report entitled, ‘‘First Bi- 
ennial Report to Congress Responding to the 
Hydrogen and Fuel Cell Technical Advisory 
Committee’s (HTAC) Findings and Rec- 
ommendations During Fiscal Year 2007," 
pursuant to Public Law 109-58, section 
807(d)(2); jointly to the Committees on En- 
ergy and Commerce and Science and Tech- 
nology. 

10286. A letter from the Director, Commu- 
nications and Legislative Affairs, Equal Em- 
ployment Opportunity Commission, trans- 
mitting the Commission's Annual Report on 
the Federal Work Force for Fiscal Year 2007, 
pursuant to 42 U.S.C. 2000e-4(e); jointly to 
the Committees on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform and Education and Labor. 

10287. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Medicaid Program; State Option to Establish 
Non-Emergency Medical Transportation Pro- 
gram [CMS-2234-F] (RIN: 0938-A045) received 
December 15, 2008, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(а)(1)(А); jointly to the Committees on 
Ways and Means and Energy and Commerce. 

10288. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Health and Human Services, 
transmitting the Department's ‘‘Major’’ 
final rule — Medicare Program; Surety Bond 
Requirement for Suppliers of Durable Med- 
ical Equipment, Prosthetics, Orthotics, and 
Supplies (DMEPOS) [CM S-6006-F] (RIN: 0938- 
AO84) received January 2, 2009, pursuant to 5 
U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); jointly to the Committees 
on Ways and Means and Energy and Com- 
merce. 

10289. A letter from the Program Manager, 
Department of Human and Health Services, 
transmitting the Department's final rule — 
Medicaid Program; Fiscal Year Dispropor- 
tionate Share Hospital Allotments and Dis- 
proportionate Share Hospital Institutions 
for Mental Disease Limits [CMS-2274-N] 
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(RIN: 0938-AP09) received December 19, 2008, 
pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); jointly to 
the Committees on Ways and Means and En- 
ergy and Commerce. 

10290. A letter from the Office for Civil 
Rights and Civil Liberties, Department of 
Homeland Security, transmitting the De- 
partment’s second quarterly report covering 
the period from April 1, 2008 to June 30, 2008 
as required by the Implementing Rec- 
ommendations of the 9 /11 Commission Act of 
2007, Pub. L. 110-53; jointly to the Commit- 
tees on Homeland Security and the Judici- 
ary. 

10291. A letter from the Vice Admiral, U.S. 
Navy (Ret.) Under Secretary of Commerce 
for Oceans and Atmosphere, National Oce- 
anic Partnership Program, transmitting the 
Program’s annual report of the Leadership 
Council for Fiscal Year 2007; jointly to the 
Committees on Armed Services, Natural Re- 
sources, and Science and Technology. 

10292. A letter from the Director, Executive 
Office of the President, Office of Manage- 
ment and Budget, transmitting a report of 
unvouchered expenditures, pursuant to 31 
U.S.C. 3524(b); jointly to the Committees on 
the Budget, Appropriations, and Oversight 
and Government Reform. 

10293. A letter from the Assistant Sec- 
retary Legislative Affairs, Department of 
State, transmitting a report on the United 
States — People’s Republic of China Science 
and Technology Agreement of 1979, pursuant 
to Public Law 107-314, section 1207; jointly to 
the Committees on Foreign Affairs, Armed 
Services, and Science and Technology. 


EE 


REPORTS OF COMMITTEES ON 
PUBLIC BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 2 of rule XIII, reports of 
committees were delivered to the Clerk 
for printing and reference to the proper 
calendar, as follows: 


[The following action occurred on December 19, 
2008] 


Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California: Com- 
mittee on Education and Labor. Report on 
the Activities of the Committee on Edu- 
cation and Labor During the 110th Congress 
(Rept. 110-923). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. 


[The following action occurred on December 29, 
2008] 


Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania: Committee 
on House Administration. Report on the Ac- 
tivities of the Committee on House Adminis- 
tration During the 110th Congress (Rept. 110- 
924). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union. 


[The following action occurred on January 2, 
2009] 

Mr. RAHALL: Committee on Natural Re- 
sources. Report on Legislative and Oversight 
Activities of Committee on Natural Re- 
sources During 110th Congress. (Rept. 110- 
925). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union. 

Ms. VELAZQUEZ: Committee on Small 
Business. Summary of Activities of the Com- 
mittee on Small Business for the 110th Con- 
gress. (Rept. 110-926). Referred to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole House on the State of 
the Union. 

Mr. FILNER: Committee on Veterans’ Af- 
fairs. Activities Report of the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs, 110th Congress. (Rept. 110- 
927). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. SPRATT: Committee on the Budget. 
Activities and Summary Report of the Com- 
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mittee the Budget, 110th Congress. (Rept. 
110-928). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. FRANK of Massachusetts: Committee 
on Financial Services. Report on the Activ- 
ity of the Committee on Financial Services 
for the 110th Congress. (Rept. 110-929). Re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the State of the Union. 

Mr. WAXMAN: Committee on Oversight 
and Government Reform. Activities of the 
House Committee on Oversight and Govern- 
ment Reform for the 110th Congress. (Rept. 
110-930). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER: Committee on Rules. 
Survey of Activities of the House Committee 
on Rules, 110th Congress (Rept. 110-931). Re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the State of the Union. 

Mr. OBEY: Committee on Appropriations. 
Report on Activities of the Committee on 
Appropriations, 110th Congress (Rept. 110- 
932). Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota: Committee 
on Agriculture. Report of the Committee on 
Agriculture on Activities During the 110th 
Congress (Rept. 110-933). Referred to the 
Committee of the Whole House on the State 
of the Union. 

Mr. RANGEL: Committee on Ways and 
Means. Report on the Legislative and Over- 
sight Activities of the Committee on Ways 
and Means During the 110th Congress (Rept. 
110-934). Referred to the Committee of the 
Whole House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. GORDON of Tennessee: Committee on 
Science and Technology. Summary of Activi- 
ties of the Committee on Science and Tech- 
nology for the 110th Congress (Rept. 110—935). 
Referred to the Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union. 

Mr. OBERSTAR: Committee on Transpor- 
tation and Infrastructure. Summary of Leg- 
islative and Oversight Activities of the Com- 
mittee on Transportation and Infrastructure 
for the 110th Congress (Rept. 110-936). Re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole House 
on the State of the Union. 

[Filed January 3, 2009] 

Mr. DINGELL: Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. Summary of Legislative and 
Oversight Activities of the Committee on 
Energy and Commerce for the 110th Congress 
(Rept. 110-937). Referred to the Committee of 
the Whole House on the State of the Union. 


EE 
MEMORIALS 


Under clause 3 of rule XII, memorials 
were presented and referred as follows: 

379. The SPEAKER presented a memorial 
of the House of Representatives of Illinois, 
relative to House Resolution 1276 urging the 
United States Congress to enact legislation 
that would establish a 2-year moratorium to 
prohibit sub-prime adjustable rate mortgage 
loans on owner-occupied residential real es- 
tate from resetting to high interest rates; to 
the Committee on Financial Services. 

380. Also, a memorial of the Senate of 
Michigan, relative to Senate Resolution No. 
229 memorializing the United States House 
of Representatives to retain the Honorable 
John Dingell as the Chair of the Energy and 
Commerce Committee; to the Committee on 
House Administration. 

381. Also, a memorial of the Senate of 
Michigan, relative to Senate Resolution No. 
212 memorializing Congress and the Presi- 
dent of the United States to enact the River 
Raisin National Battlefield Act; to the Com- 
mittee on Natural Resources. 
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382. Also, а memorial of the Northern Mar- 
ianas Commonwealth Legislature, relative 
to House Joint Resolution No. 16-15, HS1, 
HD1 requesting Congress to cause the estab- 
lishment of à U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs Benefit Office and a Veterans Affairs 
Community-Based Outpatient Clinic on the 
island of Saipan to service all veterans in the 
Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Is- 
lands; to the Committee on Veterans’ Af- 
fairs. 
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ADDITIONAL SPONSORS TO PUBLIC 
BILLS AND RESOLUTIONS 


Under clause 7 of rule XII, sponsors 
were added to public bills and resolu- 
tions as follows: 


H.R. 7325: Mr. PAUL, Mr. BURTON of Indi- 
ana, and Mr. GALLEGLY. 


24829 
PETITIONS, ETC. 


Under clause 3 of rule XII, 


342. The SPEAKER presented a petition of 
the City Council of Brook Park, relative to 
Resolution No. 31-2008 urging Congress to 
support appropriations to fully fund the ad- 
vanced technology vehicles manufacturing 
incentive program, and declaring an emer- 
gency; which was referred to the Committee 
on Energy and Commerce. 


24830 
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EXTENSIONS OF REMARKS 


HONORING THE WEST HAVEN 
HEAD START PROGRAM ON ITS 
30TH ANNIVERSARY 


HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 


OF CONNECTICUT 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Saturday, January 3, 2009 


Ms. DELAURO. Madam Speaker, it is my 
great pleasure to rise today to extend my sin- 
cere congratulations to the West Haven Head 
Start Program as they celebrate their 30th an- 
niversary. Over the course of the past three 
decades, the West Haven Head Start Program 
has empowered thousands of our youngest 
children by ensuring that they are prepared 
with the tools and skills they need as they 
enter elementary school. 

We all know how important early childhood 
education is to our children. Study after study 
has shown that in their first 3 years children 
develop the foundation for their language, so- 
cial-emotional, and brain development. Every- 
thing we have seen points to the fact that 
quality education and early engagement—from 
parents and teachers alike—are fundamental 
to the future success of our children. Head 
Start was built on that foundation and there is 
no greater example of its impact on our chil- 
dren and families than the West Haven Head 
Start Program. 

The Head Start Program, here in West 
Haven and across the country, has become 
the cornerstone of our efforts to close the 
achievement gap, combat poverty, and pro- 
vide every child with the opportunity to thrive. 
Housed at the West Haven Community 
House, West Haven's Head Start Program 
provides services to hundreds of preschool 
children from disadvantaged families every 
year. Parents are engaged through regular 
parenting classes, peer networking, and spe- 
cial family events. Children participate in arts 
and crafts, individual and group play, and lit- 
eracy activities designed to promote physical, 
mental, social, and emotional development. | 
have had the opportunity to visit this program 
many times during my time in Congress and 
| cannot begin to describe the excitement of 
these children—their desire to learn and ability 
to absorb all the information around them are 
extraordinary. The Head Start Program pro- 
vides them with an opportunity that may other- 
wise not be available to them. To give these 
youngsters the gift of knowledge is invaluable 
and | could not be more proud of the work that 
is done at the West Haven Head Start Pro- 
gram. 

Thirty years—this is a remarkable milestone 
for this outstanding program and to support 
their efforts has been one of the most reward- 
ing experiences 1 have had in my time in Con- 
gress. The West Haven Head Start Program 
has made all the difference in the lives of 
countless children and their families. As they 
mark their 30th year, | am honored to have 


this opportunity to congratulate program direc- 
tor Linda Michaels, as well as her staff and 
wish them all the best for continued success. 


EE 


RECOGNIZING THE LIFESAVING 
WORK OF THE OFFICE OF THE 
ATTENDING PHYSICIAN 


HON. MIKE PENCE 


OF INDIANA 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Saturday, January 3, 2009 


Mr. PENCE. Madam Speaker, | rise today to 
honor and thank the doctors and nurses in the 
Office of the Attending Physician for their work 
in saving the life of one of my staff members, 
Matt Lloyd, on the afternoon of October 8, 
2008. After getting an allergy shot in the U.S. 
Capitol building, Matt had an anaphylactic re- 
action to an allergy shot that caused him to re- 
quire immediate medical attention. His blood 
pressure dropped to 60 over 40 and his pulse 
was 40 beats per minute and dropping. He 
had very little time left to live. 

Thanks to the quick reaction and medical 
professionalism of Dr. Rob Summerlee, nurses 
Susan Deans, Lara Crouch, Jean Larson, 
corpsmen Tom Wolff, David Short and Tre 
Sutherland, Matt is still with us today. Had 
each of these professionals, particularly Dr. 
Summerlee, not reacted in an urgent manner 
with care and precision, not to mention the 
correct decision, there is no question Matt 
would have died. 

Too often we take the sacrifice and exper- 
tise of those who serve us in the medical field 
for granted. Yet we are reminded, as in Matt’s 
case, that they must handle an enormous 
amount of pressure when someone's life is 
dependent on them making the correct split 
second decision. 

| thank God for placing these good men and 
women in the nurse's station in the Capitol the 
day Matt had this reaction and owe them a 
debt of gratitude for saving his life. 


PERSONAL EXPLANATION 


HON. BART GORDON 


OF TENNESSEE 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Saturday, January 3, 2009 


Mr. GORDON of Tennessee. Madam 
Speaker, on rollcall 689 and 690, | would have 
voted Aye, but family responsibilities kept me 
from the Chamber. | believe enactment of this 
legislation would have helped the people of 
Tennessee. Due to a miscommunication on 
which vote was pending, my staff released in- 
accurate information to the press that | was in 
the Chamber and attempted to vote. | regret 
the confusion and want the RECORD to reflect 
my support for both measures. 


IN RECOGNITION OF JACK AND 
DOLLIE HARVEY'S 40TH ANNI- 
VERSARY 


HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 


OF ARKANSAS 
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 


Saturday, January 3, 2009 


Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise in 
recognition of the 40th Anniversary of Jack 
and Dollie Harvey. Their commitment to each 
other as well as to their community is some- 
thing we can all be proud of. 


Over those 40 years, they have worked to- 
gether to help others. Their romance was born 
out of tragedy with each of them being wid- 
owed at a young age. Instead of dwelling on 
the hardships they faced in losing a loved one 
and, eventually, the challenges of merging 
their two families, they became more mindful 
of the needs of those around them. They 
helped rebuild after the 1976 Teton Dam col- 
lapse; "adopted" the homeless; taught at a ju- 
venile detention center; ministered in migrant 
camps throughout the Southwest; volunteered 
at a community recreation center; counseled 
the terminally ill and their families; organized 
and managed summer camps for children 
from low-income families; entertained at nurs- 
ing homes, state hospitals and city missions; 
and gave their time, money and energy to 
every opportunity for service that came their 
way. 

Like many other Americans their age, the 
Harveys have to stretch their Social Security 
check to cover their monthly expenses. But 
they don't worry so much about paying the 
bills. Quite often, their biggest concern is just 
finding the energy to breathe. Jack, 78, who 
suffers from a chronic respiratory disease, and 
Dollie, 71, a cancer survivor tethered to oxy- 
gen, squeeze their numerous doctors' appoint- 
ments and her frequent transfusions and injec- 
tions into a hectic schedule devoted to minis- 
tering to others. 


Sundays are busy days for the couple, 
teaching Sunday school, practicing for Christ- 
mas programs and guest preaching, their ef- 
forts continue to make a difference and inspire 
all of those who meet them. Their lessons 
have not been lost on their eight children, 16 
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren, 
who include ministers, educators, law enforce- 
ment personnel, healthcare professionals, a 
social worker, military members and Arkansas 
and U.S. government officials. 


Jack and Dollie long ago adopted the motto 
not to pass on peacefully but to charge ahead 
helping others until they drop—exhausted and 
totally spent—into the grave. Truly, it is this 
kind of commitment, this type of dedication, 
that makes America great. 
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